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PAPAL VISIT NEW ISSUES 
On June 5th, 1987, the Polish Post Office issued one stamp depicting 

a view of the restored Royal Castle with the Sigismund II I column in fore­
ground in Warsaw. The 50 zl. stamp designed by Stefan Malecki was print­
ed in multicolor photogravure by State Security Printing Works and ha~ 
11.75 x 11.50 perforation. Ouanlit,: :>,()00 OOU St:l!.,ps. (Michel New ls­
sue Guide No. 3098). 

On the same day a miniature sheet containing the above stamp, with 
two tabs was also issued in a quantity of only I 00,000 sheets. (M .N. I.G. 
No. 102). The left tab depicts H.H. Pope John Paul II and the right tab, 
Gen. Wojciech Jaru7elski. The top part of the sheet is decorated with an 
effigy of an eagle - feature in plasterwork of the Royal Castle's Audience 
Hall. With an inscription: "Spotkanie Pa;-,ieza 7 Przewodnic7:icym Rady 
Panstwa PRL/ na Zamku Kr6lewskim - Warszawa 1987." (The Meeting 
of the Pope with the Chairman of the National Council of PPR, at Royal 
Castle - Warsaw 1987) at the bottom. The size: 120 mm x 80 mm. 

According to the Polish philatelic press, no official FDC were issued 
for this sheet. However, I 000 registered covers numbered from I 0,000 to 
11,000 affixed with the miniature sheet were handstamped with suitably 
worded canceller at WARSZA WA 40 Post Office on 8. 6. 87, the actual 
date'of the meeting. No doubt, these will be much sought after philatelic 
items. R.SZ. 
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To mark the third Papal visit to Pol..nd, the Poltsh Po;;i Office issued 
two stamps printed in sc-tcnant, a miniature sheet, 9 postcards and com­
missioned 19 commemorative handstamps. Date of issue: J unc 8, 1987. 

The nominal values of stamps - 15 zr. and 45 zl. respectively and 
each features a different portrait of the Pope, his coat-of-arms and fac­
simile of his signature on the 45 zl. stamp. Printed on chalky paper in mul­
ticolor photogravurc by State Securit) Printing Works, having I 0.75 x I I 
pcrf., were designed by Janus, Wysocki. Ouan,ity: 7,00C 000 sets. (Miehe' 
New Issue Guide Nos. 3099 and 3100). 

. 

l'ap1c.:1a Jana Pa"'la II 1 
IIIW11yta 

~ "'Polscc 

;J_JM~~ 
The miniature sheet also features a portrait of the Pope and was de­

signed by Waldemar Andrzejewski. The decorative b:)rder depicts the mod­
ern architecture of four churches bui1t in recent times. (Tarnow, Sicdliska 
Tuchowskie . Chcchly and Wroclaw), and a three line inscription: " Ill 
Wizyta Papie.ia Jana Paw!a II / w Polscc." (3rd Visit of / Pope John 
Paul II / in Poland). Printed in a quantit) of 1,700 000 sheets on chalkv 
paper, in multicolor photogravure by S.S.P.W. with harrow perf. 11.75 x 
11,50, the size being 76 x 66 mm. (M.N. I.G. No. 310 I - M .S. o. I 03). 

111 PIELGRZYMKA 

h,oPAPt~ JI 
W POLSCE 

t.OOZ, t3.Vl1987 

Commemorative handstamps were designed hy Zbignicw Stasik and 
were in use at the following Post Offices: Warszawa I (5), Warszawa 2 
Warszawa 40, Lodz I (2), Lublin I, Lublin 18, Tarn6w I (2), Krakow I, 
Szezecin I, Gdansk I, Gdansk 30, Czc~,ochowa I, and Wloclawek I. 

, R.SZ. 
(Reprinted from Polish Philatelic Review, Great Britain) 
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POLPEX 88 
POLPEX 88 will take place March 12-13,h at the House of the White 

Eagle, 6839 Milwaukee Avenue, Niles, Illinois. This year Polonus honors 
the 10th anniversary of the Pontificate of John Paul I I. Special stamp can­
cellations will be applied by the U.S. Polpcx Station a diff-:rcnt one each 
day. Two different cacheted covers will b::: used. I hcsc Jr-:: pri-::cd at S 1.50 
for the set. A souvenir card printed in rrulticolor is priced at $1.50 mint 
and $2.00 cancelled. A pair of souvenir sheets with descriptive folder is 
available for S 1.00. The official Souvenir Program catalog may also be 
purchased at S l .00. Mail orders for the aforementioned items may be sent 
to Walenty Poniecki, 6020 . Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60646. An addi­
tional $1.00 is requested with each order to cover po'>tagc and handling. 

The official opening ceremon} will take place S:.i,urdav. March 12th 
at 11 :00 a.m. Bishop Alfred L. AbramowiC7 will officiate. The traditional 
Beeba Banquet will begin Saturday evening. at 7:00 p.m. \\ith the fines,; 
in Polish foods being served. Awards will be presented after dinner. Bceba 
tickets are S 15.00 per person. 

Participating in the Polpex is the Polish American "-Jumismatic Asso­
ciation which will show medals and coins related to our papal theme. A 
special exhibit of literature and other Pope John Paul ll memorabilia will 
also be shown. 

Bourse chairman, Romuald Odrowski, tells us that the bourse will 
feature dealers from the midwest area, where you are certain to find the 
philatelic material you are looking for. 

We always count on our members in helping to defray the cost of 
the exhibition. One of the best ways to do so is to be a Polpex patron with 
a donation of $5.00 or more. All donations should be sent to the treasurer, 
Fred Szebel, 9041 Emerson Street, Des Plaines. IL 60016. 

Free admission and free stamp packets for children. Saturday, March 
12th the exhibition will be open from I 0:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; Sunday, 
March 13th, from I 0:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. See you at the Polpex! 

New Members 
Ronald Wolosiewicz, # 1342 

5410 Country Club Rd. 
LaGrange. IL 60525 

Timothv Zielinski # 1343 
P.O.'Box 5001 

APO, San Francisco, CA 
96366 

Henry W. Dembinski # 1344 
12 No. Hanover Avenue 

Mangate, NJ 98402 
John D. Woolever # l 34 "i 

'1250 Worrington 
Sarasota, FL 3423 I 
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For Trade or Sale: 
Poland's underground Solida­

rity Stamps: Polish Legions WWI· 
Pilsudski; "Gros;,y" o/ p on covers: 
Postal History of Poland until tht' 
2nd WW. 

Looking for items for specializ­
ing collection of Pilsudski (proofs 
imperf .. specials), Early items from 
Warsaw prior XX Century; Polish 
Fieldpost WWI & II ; Polish Mari­
time Mail 1800-1939. Write to: 
Fred Szebel, 9041 Emerson Street, 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 or c<lll 312 -
299-2580. 
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Polish Exile Stamps Merge 
History and Value 
By JOHN ROSS 

The British and French declared 
war in 1939 when Hitler attacked 
Poland. In a few short weeks, the 
western part of Poland was under 
German occupation. 

Russia quickly occupied the east­
ern part of the nation, and several 
thousand Polish soldiers were in­
terned by the Russians. c-. 

In the meantime, a Polish gov­
ernment in exile was set up in Lon­
don, England. Many Polish soldiers 
interned in Russia found their way 
to Great Britain, and a Polish army 
corps eventually fought in orman­
dy and alongside the Americans in 
Italy. 

The Polish government in exile 
issued quite a few stamps, among 
them a set of four to commemorate 
the capture of Monte Cassino after 
months of heavy fighting (Scott ;;; 
3 K 17-20). A total of 55,000 sets 
were issued. 

At the time of the issue, many of 
these sets were sold in this country, 
and the set is still fairly easy to 
find in the United States, but it has 
become difficult to get hold of in 
Europe. 

The I 987 Scott catalog lists the 
four, stamps for $36, up $4 from 
the I 986 edition. 

Dealers in England arc offering 
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around S 13 for that set. It is mis­
sing in many Polish collections and 
well worth buying. 
Rep,;oted from LINN S STAMP NEWS 

Gems of Poland Philately 
Toward the end of World War IL 

the German Government was pre­
paring in its Vienna printing bureau 
a new set of oostage stamps for oc 
cupied Poland. The taking of Vien­
na and of the "General Gouverne 
ment" by the Soviet Army prevent­
ed the issuance of this '"G6rale" set. 

A few sheets of the 6, 24, and 40 
gr. denominations of this set sur­
vived the war; only several 12 gr. 
stamps, which show a horse drawn 
carriage, reached collectors. 

- Dr. Stanley Kroncnber~ 

Members' Mart 
DISPOSl ~G OF DUPLICATES -
non-philatelic use, Local Pono over­
prints 1919-21 on Parcel Cards, 
Pre-War slogan cancels on covers 
Groszy overprints, Austrian post­
cards used in Galicia I 880-1914. 
W. Gruszczyk, 56 Heathrow Dr., 
Downsvicw, Ontario M3M I X2, 
Canada. 
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POLISH SHIP POST 1941-45 
By STEFAN DANIELSKI 

Polish postal agencies operating during WWI I on naval and merchant 
vessels are not an easy subject for students. The lack of good collections 
restricts research on this subject. 

In the following article, I would like to show m) rese:irch and correct 
some misleading information as well. My study ww, solely restricted to 
analyses of covers and based on literature covering the history of the Po-• 
lish Navy. 

So far no one has ever tried to que~tion the lis,ing of postal agencie~ 
which operated on Polish ships. This listing was p~tblished first by Boja­
nowicz (I) and then quoted by the others like "Pol~kic Znaki Pocztowe", 
and Polonus. It seems that Bojanowicz's listing was based on the official 
listing of the Postal Section of Polish Ministry of Industry, Commerce and 
Shipping of July 31, 1945. Later, some philatelists discovered that the list 
did not cover all existing numbers of postal agencies. 

Figure l. 

My doubts began years ago 
when I discovered that the 
Polish Navy postal agency 
number 3 existed with the 
date of February 3, 1945. 
According to Bojanowicz's 
listing, this agency was on 
board the cruiser DRA­
GON which was sunk 7 
months earlier. 

During the follow­
ing years I found 
another two covers 
with postmarks dat­
ed after the ships 
were sunk. The 

t' UlJl\ j{ fl'!.Alfl'KAffi 
H ~ ::r:. :. , • 
.. , -~ . . 

31Xlll~[~ 11. 
,., • (I 

I\ L·, ' ' r 
first Jetter, can­
celled with a Mer­
chant Marine Post-

- -

Figure 2. 

mark # I I is certainly not a philatelic cover. 
In the listing number l l is shown as MS 
ROZEWJE. ROZEWJE was torpedoed and 
sunk by a U-Boat on August 6, 1942 but the 
canceMation was dated December 31, 1943 ! 
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Another letter bearing a Merchant 
Marine Postmark number 25 was sent 
on May 24, 1945. According to PZP\ 
(2) listing, this agency was opened on 
SS PADEREWSKI, which was sunk 
on December 30, 1942. 

Analysis of Sea Post markings 

These three examples show the 
necessity of verifying the Bojanowic;(s 
and PZP's listing of postal agencies. 

Based on my own collection and many photocopies of letters I tried 
to check the possibility of posting mail from the ships. Most of the letters 
which are on the market were not sent by Polish seamen but by Polish 
soldiers to themselves or by the Postal Section of Polish Ministry of Fin­
ance. Using historical reference literature, we may find if the dates of the 
postmarks correspond to those the particular ship stayed at British ports. 
There are many books describing the history of Polish Navy during World 
War IL With this help, we arc able to find the chronology of events for 
every Polish warship. 

My research is based on Polish language sources such as "Flota Bia­
lcgo Orla" (White Eagle Fleet) by E. Kosiarz and "Polskic Sily Zbrojnc 
w II Wojnic Swiatowej, tom 2, Kampanic na Zachod7ie" (Polish Armed 
Forces in WWII, Volume 2, Campaigns in the West). Unfortunately, the 
history of Polish Merchant Fleet is described fragmentarily and so far it 
is impossible to have a clear picture of their activities. The only ship 
whose history is fully documented is passenger ship MS BA fORY in the 
book "Kr6lewski Statck Batory" (The Royal Vessel Batory) by Pertek. 

A. POLISH NA VAL AGENCIES: 

Polish Navy Agency no. I. According to the listing, this agency 
operated on the destroyer ORP PIORUN. Date of cancellation known to 
me: Dec. 15, 1941. From Nov. 13, 1941 to Feb. 3, 1942, ORP PIORU 
underwent repairs at the Glasgow shipyard. It is likely that the postal 
agency was established in December, 1941. 

Polish Navy - Agency no. 3. So far I found only cancels (type II) on 
philatelic covers from February 3, 1945. I have never seen a postmark 
type I (Agency number within inner box) with this number. Bojanowicz's 
listing shows this as an Agency on board the cruiser DRAGON, which 
was torpedoed on July 8, 1944! 

Polish Navy - Agency no. 12. According lo the listing the Agency 
was located on the destroyer BURZA. Cancellations recorded by me: Feb. 
26, 1942; March 31, 1942; April I, 1942; May 4, J 942; July 14, 1942: 
July 28, I 942. From February 2 lo September 14, 1942, ORP BURZA 
was undergoing repairs and overhauling at the Naval Yards in Portsmouth. 
All recorded dates fit into this repair period. It seems very likely that when 
the ship stayed al the shipyard, the Postal Agency was set up. In December. 
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I 941 and January, 1942, the destroyer was a part of Special Group based 
at Grecnock and actively engaged in escort duties in the Irish Sea, with 
short visits to port. 

Polish Navy Agency no. 15. Agency never listed, ship unknown. 
Known cancels to me: March 28, 1942; Sepl. 5, 1942; Oct. 31. 1942; Ma) 
28, 1943; Sept. 21, 1943. Most of these covers bear ship's censormark 
(tombstone type) or ar~ wi1hout an) censor mark. I have not seen any cover 
with a civil rectangular censormarking. 

Polish Navy Agcnc) no. 21. According to the list this Agency op-
erated on the destroyer OR P BL YSKA WICA. In my collection I have a 
letter with cancel from April 27, 1942, where on the inside part of the flap 
is the sender's name and address: '"st. mar. Barlicki Zdzislaw, ORP BL YS­
KA WJCA, e o GPO London. 

From April IO to May 8, I 942, ORP BL YSKA WICA was rcpaireo 
in Cowes. It might be possible that during that period the Postal Agency 
was opened. From December, 1941 till April 1942. the destroyer was used 
for escort duties, very seldom, and for c,hort times only, visiting ports. 

Polish Navy - Agency no. 25. In Boj-inowicz's listing it is mentioned 
as the submarine ORP SOKOL. All postmarks with this number were 
found to be the type II (Agency number ou.:;ide the inner box) and dated 
after April, 1944, when the ORP SOK<)L returned to the United Kingdom 
from the Mediterranean Sea. I have never seen that cancel in the type I 

According to information received from Mr. Tadeus7 Bernas, who 
was a member of the submarine crew since the ship was taken from Britain 
and finished the war as the commander of ORP SOK6L, there was no 
postal agenc) on board. 

The Polish magazine "Filatelista" no. 20 (706) from October 16-30. 
1985, shows a letter with PN postmark #25, t) pc I I. bearing the date of 
November I, 1943. This cover is very interesting because the submarine at 
that time was in the Mcditerranian Sea. From October 21 to November 4, 
1943, ORP SOKOL was in Beyruth where she joined the First Submarine 
Flotilla. On the cover there is also a ship\ ccnsormark with the date De­
cember 15, 1943. At the time the submarine was on patrols harrassing the 
enemy's shipping. The time span between appl)ing the cancel and censor­
mark is 45 days. It is unlikcl) that thic, letter came from the SOKOL. 

Polish Navy Agency no. 27. According to the listing this Agency 
operated on the submarine OR P WILK. Without doubt, this is a very pop­
ular cancel from that period. It is possible that the Agency with this num­
ber was on board of that submarine. 

ORP WILK was damaged while ramming a U-Boat and since Febru• 
ar), 1941 was used only for training. It appears that the postal agency on 
this ship was available for mailing purposes during the entire period of the 
war.' 

Polish Navy - Agency no. 96. In Bojanowicz\ listing it was on board 
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the destroyer ORP Kl.JJA \\ IAK f·or a long time ll was bdiev\!d th,Jt in 
stead of the number 95, it should be 36. I have seen the po,tmark with a 
number 96 on a letter dated Februar} 12. 1942, together with the ,hio's 
censormark. J<, it possible that 1:,e cover is from ORP KLJ AWIAK ('ll 
I hat tirr:e th:.: dcs,roycr \\,US a ,ign--d to the destroyer flotilla at Ply, wuth 

·1 he '>hip wa<, busy fighting th:.: ene-ny in the English Channel taking p:m 
in short patrols. Short visHs t< Plymouth were spent to refuel and t:,ke on 
ammunition. It ~e1,;ms that h..: er _w d:d not have much sp.:re tif'!li.! for 
philately. 

I3. POLISH MERCHANT MARI"lE AGE!\iCIES· 
Polish 'v1arinc - Agenc) no 3 In the listing this ship was a troop 

carrier BATORY. I have two co,ers in m\ collection from May 19, 1942 
and J unc 6, 1944. l he fiN cover is a genuine letter sent to En;land. On 
May 18. 1942. MS BATORY departed ih Cl)de River mo,)ring. in \cot­
land heading for Halifax (Canada) to transr,ort troops. The '>econd cover 
is of philatelic origin and the rnvc1ope itself is of official nature from the 
'v1<; BATOR Y. Th·n time. the shi, was in Eg} pl (Ale.>.ardria '') preparing 
for ,he next operation. 

Pol ish Marine - Agency no. I I. According to the listing the Agency 
wa'> locate;d on the l\1S ROL f-\\lf-. \o far. I fot:nd onl} one cover with 
th,., postmark dated Dectmtxr 31, 1943. ROZEWIE. however wa<, sunk 
b) a German sub-narine on August 6, 1942. 

Polish 'v1arine AgenC) no. 25. In t 1c PZP's listing it i-.. shown as 
the <;S PADEREWSKJ, which was sunk b, a l.,-Bo:it December 30. 1942. 
The only cancellation I recorded is from M·ay 24, 1945 after the ship's loss. 

Cancellations with changeable ship number\. 

Due to the fact that secrcC) had to he maintained during war, the 
ships· names were omitted from po'>tmarh :.nd i'lste·td every ship rmrnl 
agenC) was given a nu-nber. 

So far. in all articles deal mg \, ith this subject it i'> a<,sumed that agencv 
numbers were fixed throughout the war. Mr. Kucharski (3) \\,as the onlv 
one who expressed doubt about this ('.!). bu, because he did not have anv 
evidence. no one has ever con'-idcred his theory as pc,ssiblc. 

I believe that due to war conditions and total ..,ecrccy regarding rosi­
tions of ships. the Postal Section had to consider that after awhile, agency 
numbers would be deciphered by the. enemy I his decoding of ships· names 
could have been avoided by introducing new postmarks with different 
numbers after a certain time period or b) u'>ing postmark.., \\.ith changeable 
shir ~ numbers. 

Becau-,e the Polish merchant ship,, and naval vessels were scattered 
throughout the oceans, the first case was not practical. So the onl) log,icai 
way was to introduce caneellat1ons with changeable ship\ numbers, in 
similar way as the date. 

Jt seems that the Postal Section carried out tests using postmark with ·i 

• • fixed shir's agency number. An example of such a cancel is known ,>nh 
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Figure 4. 

with a number 1 and it is larger in size (67.S -37 mm) (illw,tration 4). The 
ship's number is distinctively longer than the numbers in the date box 
The only known date is December IS, 1941 and I suspect that it has never 
been used after that date. 

---· 
In the beginning all the ships' post- l PGlSKA MARYNtRKA 
al agencies were provided with typ- , - H A I,; o l oi., ,I 
ical steel hammers. The date and the ~ J:0•, ,-;n "" 
ship's agency number were of tht> . ·,2l.'' ( ==sVI Jg~4=v 
same height, and were contained rx•1 _ "=:..:J 
within a central date box. This fea-
ture allowed for a built-in mecha•- f: . -~~- ~G~~~C~~-~~ ,-
nism to reset the date and the ship's ~ 
number as well. In my opinion only Figure 5. 
the last two digits of the agency num­
ber could be so reset from "00" to "99" and " --", as well as only single 
numbers Oto 9 and"-". 

The proof that a ship's number 
could have been reset may be seen 
on a commemorative postcard is­
sued in December, 1942. The cards 
were cancelled with a Polish Ma­
rine postmark with number 3 and \ 
as well with only "--". In both ca- , . 
ses it is probably the same postmark 
from the postal agency No. 3. Figure 6. 

There is some confusion with the "I" naval postmark, dated Decem­
ber J 5, 1941. Some of them have cancellation wi th number "I", but there 
are also others with number "O I". Some differences show that there arc 
two different postmarks. Probably the Postal Section, having undistributed 
hammers for other ships, used those to cancel some philatelic mail from 
agency no. 1 . 

All above remarks are related only to ihe naval postmarks, with the 
---
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ship's number inside the dale box. 

After measuring the postmarks, with ship's numbers outside the dat~ 
box (nos. 3 and 25) it was found that the number's width, and its distance 
to the edge of the date box is different. It proves therefore that it wa<, pro­
bably impossible to reset "3"' io "25". 

Docs this mean that the num­
bers were fixed? 1 have in m; 
collection a philatelic cover 

1 
cancelled with postmarks no. 
25. One of these cancellations 
is without number (blank). 

Figure 7. 

~.Gm CJ A 
POCZTOWA 

At thi-, time, we don ·1 have an) indications that the Postal Section 
replaced the ship's agency numbers wilh new ones. 1 would think that this 
process would be very difficult to carr; out all al once. 1 he question is 
whether they changed only a few of the ship numhcrs (?) We cannot rcjcr.t 
this possibilit;. There are some naval agcnC) numbers like "00''; "15": 
"26"; "43"; "44" and merchant marine agcnC) w:thout number "--" 
which are not assigned to an, shi;>. \A.: m,11 presume that some of them 
may be the work of philateli~1s. ,-or example, the commemorative post­
card, discussed above issued by Slocki in December, 1942 and franked b: 
Merchant Marine stamp without number. i, of that nature. 

Correcting the error!. 

There is much misleading infor:nation regarding the Polish Sea Post 
during WWI I. A lot of it w·•s caused b; lack of information about the acti • 
vity of Polish vessels during the war and also by simple misinterpretation 
of the facts. Unfortunately, they arc repeated constantly by authors dealing 
with this subject. 

The information contained in the Polskic Znaki Pocztowe has been 
repeated from ST A \1 PS magazine, particularly the information that deals 
with a letter cancelled with naval agency postmark dated July 25, 1942. 
Thc•letter. sent to Nice. was dispatched to French post office on J ul) 29, 
1942. As an explanation it is stated that the letter was carried by a Polish 
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submarine to Yillefrance sur Mer. Was this possible to do? 

At that time, the Polish Navy had only two submarines: ORP WILK 
and ORP SOKOL. ORP W ILK, due to her poor technical condition, was 
used only as a training vessel near the British coastal waters and the ORP 
SOKOL was undergoing repairs in the shipyard. 

Some philatelists believe that the Postal Section had its own postmark 
with the number "00", and the Polish Naval Headquarters in London used 
one with the number "I 5''. The British maga7ine "Stamp Collecting" (4) 
published in full the agreement between the British GPO and the Polish 
Exiled Government. Article #6 of this agreement states: "Guarantee by 
the Polish Government: b) Polish stamps will be affixed to letters and can­
celled only on board Polish ships." 

Many covers with naval postmark # 15 have abo the ··tomb&tone•· 
censormark. This censormark was applied by the censor only on board the 
naval vessels. 

In an article ''The Polish Sea Post", which appeared in "Filatelista" 
in June, 1971, Stanislaw Glowinski listed the destroyer KUJAWIAK a, 
having a postal agency number "36". Unfortunately, that author did not 
supply any sources on which he had based his statement. In an article 
entitled "Great Britain and the Polish Connection•· part II, published in 
STAMP COLLECTING on April 29, I 982, a letter with clear naval post­
mark #96 and ship censor's handstamp is shown. ·1 o date I have never 
come across a cover with a naval postmark #36. Probably Mr. Glowiri<;ki 
misread an unclear 96 cancellation for #36. 

Mr. Zolkiewski (5) and Mr. Hejmowski (6) are of an opinion that all 
Naval Postal Agencies used two types of handstamps: type I, with agenc'. 
number inside the box, and type II, with agency number outside the box 
I do not know what facts this opinion is based on. To this day there arc 
only two recorded postmarks of the type II: "3" and "25''. Some Polish 
philatelic publications show other type If postmarks, but never on ~enuin~ 
cover, and closer look allows one ID sec that the ship's numbers could have 
been altered on these drawings. 

It is my theory that the Postal Section was short of t:we I po<;tmark<. 
when the Polish Navy acquired new vessels from the Ro1al Navy. fo meet 
the demand, the Postal Section ordered new rubber hammers which wer~ 
similar in design but with the ship's number outside the date box. There 
was no need to supply new hammers for the existing postal agencies. Thcr~ 
is also no record of the naval postmarks no. "3'" and ··25"' in the type I. 

Mr. Hejmowski is wrong in claiming that the Pmtal Agencies operat­
ing on merchant vessels, were set up on April I, 1942 (7). 

In my collection I have two covers cancelled with postmarks no. •·o I" 
and "8" on December 15, 1941 (see illustration 5). 

In the same article (8) the author, describing a cover with naval 
agen~y no. "O I" postmark, came to the conclusion that the "O I" postmark 
may have been used by the Ministry of Finance. because it was stampecl 
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on the back side "THE POLISH MINISTRY OF Fl A CE." As I men­
tioned above neither the PosLal Section nor the Ministry of Finance oper­
ated any Postal Agencies. 

We may find some explanation in Palasiewicz's article: "Activity of 
Polish Post during WWII", publi<,hed in "Filatelista" (9). Because the 
issues of the Polish exiled governr.'ent were sold to dealers in tne U.S.A., 
Switzerland ard the United Kingdom. it was necew1rv to prove that these 
stamps were issued for genu;ne postal purpascs. The Poslal Section, which 
until 1944 was under control of the Ministry of Finance. sent packets of 
cancelled covers to the Polish Consulates and Embassi~s in the l '.S.A. and 
Swit1erland where local dealers could bu} these. In Great Britain, dealerr. 
could order directly from the Poslal Section of the 'vi inistry of Finance. 
I have seen a number of these covers franked with naval postmark no. "01 ", 
"I", "27" and marine postmnk no. "0 I", '·8" addressed to Polish Diplo­
matic Mis<,ions in the U.S.A. All of these covers bear the return addres, 
of the " POLISH MINISTRY OF FINANCE"' on the back. 

Conclusion 
It seems that further resc:irch may bring new light on this subject. 

The research should be based on Polish wartime records and inventon 
of existing cancellations. I would appreciate any help from other collecto~, 
in reporting all covers or postcard'> with cancels from Polish Merchant or 
Naval vesels from WWI I. I would lih. > 1. to send a photocopy of such 
items, both front and back of covers and card'>, and I would be pleased 
to refund all costs. copying and postage if requested. Please send same to 
the following address: Stefan Danielski. 309-530 Scarlett Rd., We•ton, 
Ontario, Canada M9P-2S3. 

roOTNOTES: 
1. Article "Wydanie Londynsk1e" by M. A. Bo;anow1cz, FILATELISTA, Edinburgh, nr 

4, 1952. 
2. Polskie Znaki Pocztowe, Volume 3. 
3. Article "Przyczynki do poczty morskiej okresu 1941-1945" by J. Kucharski. 

FlLATELISTA, Warsaw, nr. 22 (385), 1971. 
4. l\rtic'e "Gre::it Br'tain 2nd the Pol !:h Conne:t'on" part 1, by M. Hoare. STAMP 

COLLECTING, April 22, 1982. 
5. Article "Morsk1e Agencje Po::ztowe 1941-1945" by St. Zolkiewski, FlLATELISTA 

Warsaw, 
6. Article "Polska Poczta Morska" part 3, by K. Hejmowski, FILATELISTA TEMATYK. 

Gdansk, nr. 23/C, 1984. 
7. Article "Polska Poczta Morska" part 8, by K. Hejmowski, FlLATELISTA TEMATYK. 

Gdansk, nr. 28/C, 1986. 
8. Article "Polska Poczta Morska" part 4, by K. HeJmowski, FILATELISTA TEMATYK. 

Gdansk, nr. 24/C, 1984. 
9. Article "Dzialalnosc Poczty Polskiej podczas II WoJny Swiatowej" by A. P:ilasie· 

WICZ, FILATELISTA, Warsaw, nr. 9 (564), 1979. 

FOR SALE: Four volumes of Pols­
kie Znaki Pocztowe, complete; also 
400 Lat Poczty Polskiej. Write to: 
PPS, Box I 2 17. Oak Park, Illinois 
\)()3()4. 
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FOR SALE: Poland Collection at a 
fraction of Scott Catalogue prices. 
Send LSSA for inventory listing to: 
Ed Bernat, I 12 Breakspear Road, 
Syracuse, New York 13219. 
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In Our Mail Box 
Dear Sirs, 

Jn regard to the article on Hun­
garian Internment Camps by Tho­
mas Gobby, I have been reading a 
book called "P.O.W." by Douglas 
Collins which tells of his escapes 
from Nazi prison camps. I believe, 
that this book is worthwhile check­
ing out of the library. It gives out 
little philatelic information, but ic; 
interesting. 

Also, a question I would like an­
swered: has anyone seen mail to or 
from the Polish Red Cross in Hun­
garian Internment Camps mail. 

One of these davs I would like to 
see an exhibit on Hungarian Intern­
ment Camps mail and possibly hear 
from members who might have been 
in a Hungarian camp. 
Ronald M. Small 
7300 Lennox, Suite K-3 
Van Nuys, CA 91405 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR POLAND 

0 
1986 SUPPLEMENT 

$4 .00 
(Plus $1.50 Shipping) 

Write us for a special price on 
complete Poland pages 
Also Pages for the 500th 

Anniversary of Copernicus -
$13.00 including shipping; 

and Blank Pages for 
Pope John Paul II - 15 for $4.25 

K4.INE PUBLISHING, INC. 
Geo. C. Kobylka 

Box 159, Berwyn, IL 60402 
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