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The Best Price 

For Your Stamps • • • 

that's what you want, of course, when you decide to 

sell. To be assured of this, the wise thing to do is to 

choose an auction service with a sterling reputation, 

a long record of successful sales with high realizations, 

and the know-how that comes with many years of 

experience. 

Hanner Rooke qualifies fully. Let us advise you 

on your stamp-selling problem. If you are not familiar 

with our service, we will be glad to send you our folder, 

"What Hanner Rooke can do for YOU." Write or 

phone us today! 

Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc. 
560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th St.), New York 36 

International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 



KEEP YOUR STAMPS 

A good stamp collection Is a source of pleasure, 
satisfaction and a safe place to hold the value which its 
contents represent. 

As long as there IS no good reason to sell your stamps 
you may be wise to hold them. 

But if the time ever comes when you decide to put 
your collection on the market -

one of the leading buyers in the market IS 

"Weill of New Orleans" 

ROGER G. WEILL • RAYMOND H. WEILL 

RAYMOND H. 

WEILL 407 Royal Street 

NEW ORLEANS 16, LA. 

COMPANY. Telephone IAckson 5-0022 
THE COLLECT ORS CL UB PHILAT ELIST, VOL . 38, NO. 4 

The Collectors Club Philatelist is published b i-monthly (Jan., M ar., M ay, July, Sept., Nov.) 
by the Collectors Club, Inc., 22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y . Second-class mail privileges 
authorized at N ew York, N. Y. 

Annual Subscription Rates: - $7.50 for non-profit institutions ; all others $10.00. Free to all 
members . Individual copies - $2.00 each. 



/60 LARGE PAGES--NEARLY 2000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
THE WORLD'S MOST WIDELY USED U. S. Cl/Tl/LOG I 

This enlarged United States catalog - compiled by the experts of the world's largest stamp firm - is 
. a must for every collector. NOW, bigge r than ever, the second 1959 edition contains 160 large pages with 
nearly 2000 clear and beautiful illustr at ions. 

Including up-to-the-minute prices and tilled with 
information every collector needs, the second 1959 
edition of thi s i-nvaluable guide and check li st 
includes : 

• All maj or U. S. Postage and Airmail issues ... 
PLUS Special Delivery, P a rcel Post, Officials, 
Postage Due, Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, 
Telegraph and Savings stamps, etc. 

• Revenue stamps illustrated in their entirety. 

• Popular specialties such as mint position blocks, 
plate number blocks, mint sheets, perforated 
coils, booklet panes, first day covers, proofs and 
other items. 

• Complete illustrated li stings of U. S. Posses­
sions, Confederate States and British North 
America. 

• United Nations, with every stamp design illus­
trated. 

• Big new Americana section - a postal tribute 
to the United States on foreign stamps. 

• U. S. Stamp Identifier - enlarged, full y illus­
trated booklet. Use it to check your own collec­
tion for valuable hidden treasures ! 

You'll line! U. S. revenue stamps reproduced in 
thei r entirety, United Nations completely illus­
trated and a big six-pag e section featuring 
"Americana" ... a galaxy of fore ign stamps 
honoring the United States. En larged, too, is the 
complete U. S. Stamp Identifier. This valuable 
full y illustrated booklet quickly shows the differ­
ence between rare and commo11 " look-a like" stamps. 

You get all thi s in one big volume ... for onl y 
25¢ ! Your second 1959 edition of United States 
Stamps will se rve you well ... both as a valuable 
reference book and as a reli able source of suppl y 
for these desirable issues at money-saving prices. 
Use the handy order coupon below. 

SECOND 1959 EDITION ...... .. .. ...... 25¢ 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
Catalog De pt., Boston 17, Mass. 
RUSH me the SECOND 1959 EDITION of your 160 page 
catalog, UNITED STATES STAMPS, U.S. POSSESSIONS & 
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, including the U.S . Stomp ldenti· 
fier . I am enclos ing 25c . 

Name ... ... ... ..... .... ...... ..... .... .... ............................. ............. ....... ....... . 

: Address ............................ ......... ........... ...... ....... ......... ..... .... .......... .. 

: City & 
1 State.. . ........................................................... ........ - .. I 

·---------------------------------~· 
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give yourself a lot of FUN & ~ELAXATION 

this summer - mounting your stamps in these 

NEW 
UP-TO-DATE MINl{US ALBUMS 

e They 're Complete e Fully Illustrated e Yearly Supplements 

e They Include Numbers From New World-Wide Postage S·tamp Catalog 

e Printed On One Side Of Page Only e In 2 Post Binders 

FRANCE - Includes Offices Ab road and occupation areas in Europe 
Complete Album ----------- - 6.95 Pages on ly -- ---------- 4.95 

GERMANY - Incl udes spaces for Former G e rman States, Germaoy, German coloni es and occupation 
areas, Danzig, and Saar 

Compl e te Album ------------ 9.95 Pages only 7.45 

ITALY - In clu des Forme r Ita lian States, offi ces abroad and occupat ion areas in Europe 6.95 
Pa ges only 4.95 

Other Minkus 2 Post Albums available for your collecting pleasure : 

AUSTRIA & BOSNIA 

BRITISH AMERICA __ 

BRITISH EU ROPE 

4.95 

6.95 

3.95 

Pag es only 2.95 

Pages only 4.95 

Pa ges only 1.9 5 

FROM YOUR FAVORITE DEALER, BOOKSTORE, OR IN THE 

COLLECTOR'S STAMP & COIN DEPARTMENT OF THE FOLLOWING FAMOUS STORES: 

GIMBELS 
33rd and Broa dway 

New York 1, New York 

Cross County Shopping Center 
Westchester, New York 

Green Acres Shopping Center 
V alley Stream, New Y ork 

9th and Market 
Philadelphi a 5, P a. 

101 W . Wisconsin Ave. 
M ilwaukee 1, W isc. 

RICH ' S, Broad at Alabam a, ATLANTA 2, GEORGIA 
JORDAN MARSH CO ., 450 W ashington Street, BOSTON 1, MASS. 
MARSHALL FIELD &. CO. , 111 N. State Street, CHICAGO 90, ILLINOIS 
HALLE BROS. CO., 1228 Euclid Ave., CLEVELAND 15, OHIO 
WOODWARD&. LOTHROP, Wisconsin&. Western , CHEVY CHASE 15, MD. 
J . L . HUDSON CO ., 1206 Woodwa rd Ave. , DETROIT 26, MICHIGAN 
G. FOX &. CO ., 976 M a in Street, HARTFORD 15, CONNECTICUT 
J . W . ROBINSON CO ., 7th, Hope a nd Grand, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
KAUFMANN ' $, 5th at Smithf iel d , PITTSBURGH 19, PENNSYLVANIA 
MEIER&. FRANK CO., 5th, 6th , M orrison &. Adler, PORTLAND 4, OREGON 
JOSKE ' S OF TEXAS, By the Al amo, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
THE EMPORIUM, 835 Market Street, SAN FRANCISCO 3, CALIFORNIA 
THE BON MARCHE, 4th &. Pine Streets, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
WOODWARD&. LOTHROP, 10th, 11th, F &. G Streets, WASHINGTON 13, D. C . 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions 

the improvement of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers ... Our more than 1,000 lVIembers 

are pledged to serve you well. 

The stainps which they sell you inust be and 

are Guaranteed Genuine. 

Vv e urge you to purchase your stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the lVIembers of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

116 Nassau Street A New York 38, N. Y. 
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Editorials 

••••••• 
HENRY M. GOODKIND, Editor 

Editorial Committee 

WINTHROP S. BOGGS 

HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK 

EDWIN MUELLER 

LOUIS STICH, Art Director 

Long, Live The Postage Stamp 

Come all you philatelists from all over the world to gather at the bier of the Postage 
Stamp that has passed away sometime in the mid-20th century. Death was not sudden. In 
fact, the first signs of the illness, that eventually proved fatal, had been first detected around 
1892. The passing has been noticed by only a few mourners, who revered a Postage Stamp 
for what it was-an adhesive label issued and sold by a government to its citizens to carry 
mail. 

The Postage Stamp passed away rather poor, but is survived by an immediate family 
much more affluent-the commemorative stamp, the souvenir sheet and semi-postal issues. 
The governments of the world are taking good care of the Postage Stamp's survivors. In 
fact, their welfare is receiving far more attention from governments than the parent ever did. 
Why even the World's organization of nations, the United Nations, has almost forgotten 
the Postage Stamp, because it is receiving strong financial support from the survivors! 

When the Postage Stamp was first issued in 1840, it was hailed as a great social and 
economic reform. It facilitated in time inter-communication all over the world. In the 
early years, no thought was given to any citizen, who might enjoy amassing different Postage 
Stamps from all over the world, to assort them into a meaningful but enjoyable stamp 
collection. 

The Postage Stamp just continued carrying the mails, even as the ranks of stamp 
collectors started to swell. Just as an individual does not wish to wear the same sui t every day 
so the Postage Stamp changed its appearance from time to time. But even dressed in its new 
Sunday best, the Postage Stamp performed its duty of carrying the mails. 

Then later on one government decided to put a new suit on stamps--one of an entirely 
new style. The sole purpose of carrying mail became secondary. N ow the adhesives would 
compete with the advertising billboards and handbills. A stamp would spread a message of 
propaganda. It would in time be used as a tourist attrac tion, just like a poster in a travel 
agency. Later on, sramps were utilized as a means of raising money for charity. For in­
stance, one paid four cents for a stamp. Two cents paid the postage fee, while two cents 
went to a charity fund . The original purpose of the Postage Stamp became forgotten, 
while new ideas like a semi-postal issue developed, zooming its sales to collectors annually into 
millions of dollars a year. 

One day a distant relative quietly came upon the scene. Its appearance was not taken 
too ominously at the time. It was not then realized that in time this relative, the souvenir 
sheet, would replace the Postage Stamp as the postal administration's favorite. The last 
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EDITORIALS 
function of a souvenir sheet is for the public's convenience in carrying mail. All the practical 
attributes of the Postage Stamp are lacking in a souvenir sheet. To prove this point, one 
need only take a large quantity of souvenir sheets to a business firm with the suggestion of 
using them for mailing; or take a few souvenir sheets home to your "stamp widow" ~ug­
gesting she use them on her letters. See what happens. 

If one fails to visualize the replacement of the Postage Stamp by a souvenir sheet in 
the eyes of postal administrations, he only need read their terms of sale. In order to be 
able to buy one souvenir sheet we are obliged to buy a far greater number of postage stamps, 
something like at a ratio of 20 to l. Lo, the former revered Postage Stamp! How the 
mighty have fallen! 

Those mourning the demise of the Postage Stamp gaze sadly at a popularity poll printed 
in some of America's stamp papers. Here collectors are asked to chose their favorite design 
among the previous year's stamps. For instance, the United States issued a lot of new 
stamps in 1958, especially when the postal rates increased on August 1, 1958. But the 
popularity poll sheets, itemizing the United States stamps, omits all those primarily issued 
for postal purposes. The selection is confined to commemorative stamps only. Not that 
we have the slightest objection to such a popularity poll. It's a lot of fun. But what if a 
philatelist should think that one of l 958's postage, air mail or special delivery stamps carried 
the most attractive design? Such an example has been cited not to ridicule this poll, but 
only to demonstrate another example of the present sad state of the Postage Stamp. 

The Postage Stamp has been forsaken by his parents. Governments are no longer 
interested in his welfare. Oh! yes, the stamp still works hard to carry the mail, but his 
relatives now receive most all of the attention, because they are the breadwinners. Govern­
ments annually issue more and more stamps-thousands more in 1959 than in 1859. But 
very few new ones are for postal purposes. All hail the prosperous souvenir sheet worth 
even before its creation many times the value of a postage stamp. Pick your favorite 
design! Make a future fortune! But never with the Postage Stamp; all attention to 
commemoratives, souvenir sheets; all stamps for propaganda purposes! 

The Postage Stamp often is at his best for a collector on an envelope or folded letter. 
With the embellishment of postmarks and cancellations, a stamp's appeal to be held eternally 
grew. Let us lower our heads in silent tribute! Now the stamp is more desirable on cover 
when no postal use appears. The stamp is saved for the future on an unaddressed cover, 
where an obliging government gladly supplied a cancellation on the stamp. But perish the 
thought! If the slightest sign of postal use now is in evidence on a cover-its collecting 
worth is seriously lowered. This truly is another telling example of the obsolescence of the 
Postage Stamp. 

However, perhaps all is not as black as it seems. There remains in the large circle of 
philatelists (exaggerated by postal administration tub thumpers as many, many millions), 
a hard core, who remain loyal to the Postage Stamp and who have earned the title, "stamp 
lovers". This faithful band of philatelists will not allow the Postage Stamp to pass into 
oblivion. They are not swayed by the majority, who madly pursue the adhesive output of 
modern postal administrations as if they were hot stock market tips. Instead, they remain 
steadfast, believing in the enduring charm and fascinating background of the Postage Stamp. 
This loyal band wants no truck with modern postal administrations and their high-pressure 
merchandising schemes. Those with some knowledge of history cannot help but mock a 
postal administration's inane ideas of great history of events to commemorate on a stamp. 
Philately was not born yesterday, nor are the 1958 or 1959 issues necessarily an improvement 
upon those of fifty or a hundred years ago. 

The past definitely has its place. In order to better understand the present, one must 
know something of the past. Consequently, a collector of only the very newest stamps re­
tains a shallow philatelic background. The past glory of the Postage Stamp will never be 
forgotten as long as there remains a hard core of serious philatelists. They will care well 
for those adhesives, that did postal duty, by seeing that they will be well housed in stamp 
albums rather than shoe boxes. 
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EDITORIALS 
If those interested in the past are the ones who are best able to understand the present, 
then logically they too may better foresee the future. Therefore, it is possible that as the 
governments increase their output of replacements for the Postage Stamp for sale to stamp 
collectors, the supply might glut the market. Many might think this would be fatal for 
stamp collecting. No, instead the Postage Stamp might be resurrected and the small hard 
core of philatelists might grow to represent the majority. 

The loyal devotees to the Postage Stamp want and need some medium for expression. 
Thus this magazine has promised to perform this service. As much as it is tempting to 
ridicule the modern commemorative stamp, selected by a political campaign manager, later 
rewarded with the position as head postal administrator, or the souvenir sheet and the long 
semi-postal series, or a high value air mail set issued by a country with no airport, this 
actually is not our purpose. This journal hopes to remain dedicated to the Postage Stamp 
and its Postal History. It is believed that in each country in the world, there will also be 
a publication like this one, which will honorably regard the Postage Stamp, rather than extol 
its mass popularity as an advertising label. Long live the adhesive that primarily does postal 
duty! 

This Magazine's Meeting Reports 
One of the most popular attractions for some members of The Collectors Club is the 

opportunity afforded them to attend our regular twice-a-month meetings with exhibits and 
lectures by well-known specialists on their high quality philatelic properties. However, 
because these meetings take place at 22 East 35 Street, New York City, the majority of 
our members cannot attend. Therefore, this magazine has tried to offer a suitable sub­
stitute for one's inability to be present in this magazine's "Clubhouse" section. 

Y ea rs ago it was a regular practice to describe these meetings in detail. Then for about 
a decade before the present editorial staff took over, this was neglected. Letters from 
non-resident members reached the editor, urging him to revive the original feature of de­
scribing the meetings as comprehensively as possible. Commencing in about 1950 this was 
done and has continued. 

The wisdom of doing this is confirmed constantly by correspondence from our non­
resident members expressing their pleasure of having the opportunity to read what had been 
displayed by the exhibitors. For example, in the January 1959 number, the Hong Kong 
exhibit by George E. Burghard was described in great detail on six printed pages. Following 
this, many long letters of appreciation were received from members in California; Manitoba, 
Canada; Great Britain and South Africa. 

It is understandable that when a collection is displayed at The Collectors Club, others 
with similar interests wish to know if the exhibitor showed this scarce variety or that unusual 
multiple piece. A non-resident member is curious if a certain cover was m the collection 
and if other elusive cancellations were on display. 

The editor receives great satisfaction from learning of the pleasure that those, unable 
to attend our meetings, gain from our efforts to record as comprehensively as possible what 
was exhibited and described. These reports appear to be very suitable substitutes for the 
members, who cannot be in our Meeting Room. 

You, A Vulgar Collector? 
Do you collect U. S. commemorative stamps, plate number blocks, first day covers, 

United Nations, Ghana, Israel, Cambodia, Laos or Topicals? If you do, then you are a 
vulgar stamp collector. 

Before you feel insulted, just go to your dictionary and look up the word "vulgar". 
Ours said-"Suited or practiced among the multitude". 

So there you are! Collecting any of the present-day popular fields of philately, you 
are one of the multitude and thus a "vulgar stamp collector". 
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Uncommon Uses Of Common Stamps 
At the suggestion of some members, this journal will run a regular feature of showi11g 

cove rs with comm on stamps, which because of th eir except ional usage are very scarce. 
'l'he purpose of thi s feature introclucecl in 1958 has not been completely unclerstoocl by 

some members . "Uncommon Usage" is what seems to confuse. A freak use of a common 
stamp on cover cloes not qualify. Such oclcl usage ranks sim ilar to stamps that are printer's 
waste or founcl with unusual perforations that clo not achieve stanclarcl catalog recogll'ition. 

What our reaclers wish to see is a properly usecl cover having a common stamp t hat 
catalogs fo r little. But on cover th is item's value is many times the stanclarcl catalog price 
for the stamp off cover, either unusecl or used. 

You may own such mate1•ial. Then it is hopecl that you will sencl it to The Eclitor, 
Collectors Club Philatelist, 22 East 35 Street, N ew York 16, N. Y. 

FRANCE 
Occupation of Syria-Lebanon 

1860 -1861 

\,~; ... )/'n/i!'~·~#flt'U' ,. 

,,,# ~ 
J 

(Photo by L. W. Giles) 

Here is a common stamp of France used almost one-hundred years ago during the 
occupation of Lebanon by French troops. This recalls the landing of and occupation by 
American troops in Lebanon during the summer of 1958, a similar action occuring almost 
one-hundred years later. 

During the 1860 Insurrection in Syria, which at the time included Lebanon, the Moslem 
Druses massacred thousands of Christian Maronites between May and July 1860. 

At a conference in Paris, the European powers granted France a mandate to intervene. 
Thus the French landed an Expeditionary Force of 6,000 troops at Beyrouth in the second 
half of August, 1860. 

After restoring order, a special constitution was proclaimed for Lebanon, and the French 
evacuated in June 1861. 

A military postal service was established by the French during the ten months of occupa­
tion with a single post office in the city of Beyrouth. A dated cancellation used on the 
mail read: "Corps Exped. de Syrie Bau A" in a double circle. The killer in the usual 
form of a lozenge contained the letters: "CESA". 

(Continued on Page 205) 
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Complications W ith F'o1·eign "Mails B efore the U. P. U. 

UNITED STATES 
4c Part Payment Rate to France 1870-74 

By MILLIARD H. MACK 

As of December 31, 1869 the Postal Convention Treaty of 1857 between the United 
States and France expired. Therefore, because of various disagreements between the United 
States postal authorities and the French post office, there was no treaty in effect until 
August 1, 1874. 

During the period 1870-1874 there was considerable confusion on the part of the 
public with regard to the postage rates to France. There were a number of different 
methods by which a letter could be sent to France: 

1) Direct Mail via American Pack.et at the rate of IOc per Yz ounce. 
On mail to and from countries with whom the United States had no postal 
treaty the rate was lOc per Yz ounce as per the act of July I, 1864, Sec. 8. 
This lOc rate paid the postage to the French frontier . France then collected 
the internal postage from the addressee. This amounted to 8 decimes per 
Yz ounce or approximately 15c. 

2) Open Mail via England at the rate of 4c per Yz ounce-the 4c Part Payment 
Rate to France. 

The U.S. postal officials, realizing that no treaty with France could be agreed 
upon, made arrangements whereby mail for France could be sent via England 
and from there to France under the terms of the Anglo-French Treaty. The 
rate was 4c per Yz ounce and this prepaid the latter to the British frontier, 
the letter then being the same as an unpaid letter originating in England and 

Fig. I. 
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Fig. 2. 

forwarded to France unpaid. France collected its postage from the addressee 
under the terms of its treaty with England. 

3) Fully Prepaid Mail via England at the rate of 15c per Ys ounce with a credit to 
England of Be. 

This rate was in accordance with a decree of the French Emperor and ap­
parently was recognized by the United States postal authorities. The decree 
also involved regulations regarding mail from France to the United States. 
Covers are recorded that bear dates in March, April, and May of 1870 that 
show this fully prepaid rate to France via England at l 5c per Ys ounce with 
an 8c credit to Britain. Covers showing this rate are extremely scarce and are 
choice items for postal history collections of this period. 

4) Fully Prepaid Mail via England at the rate of JOc per Y:3 ounce. 
Arrangements were made with Britain whereby mail could be sent to France 
fully prepaid under the terms of the Anglo-French Treaty. Covers showing 
this rate are recorded as early as June, 1870. The following table shows 
charges for letters weighing up to one ounce: 

Weight Rate Credit to 
Britain 

Less than Y:3 ounce lOc 6c 
O ver Y:3 ounce but not over 0 ounce 16c 12c 
Over 0 ounce but not over % ounce 20c 12c 
O ver % ounce but not over 1 ounce 26c 18c 

It is the purpose of this article to discuss and illustrate several covers showing the 4c 
Part Payment Rate to France during the period beginning in 1870 and concluding with the 
United States-French Postal Treaty effective August 1, 1874. 

The rate to Britain as of January 1, 1870 was 6c per Yz ounce figured at 2c-U. S. 
internal, 2c Sea, and 2c British internal; thus 4c paid the rate to the British frontier. This 
4c rate was generally paid by two singles or a pair of the 2c 1869 stamp or the 2c Banknote 
stamp. Other combinations showing this rate are not common and much sought after by 
collectors. The covers show the " G. B. 40c" marking applied by the British. The French 
due markings were as follows : 
lGO THE COLLECT O HS CLUB P HILA T EL IS T , VOL . 38, N O. 4 



l'N 1T1m STATE8 l\Lui, 1'o FRANCE 1870-7-1: 
N or over 7Yz grammes (approximately y,\ ounce) ...................... 5 decimes {9 Yz c) 
O ver 7Yz but not over 15 grammes (approximately Yz ounce) ..... 10 decimes (1 9c ) 
O ver 15 but not over 22 Yz grammes (approximately X ounce) 15 decimes {28 Yz c) 
And so on 
The conversion of grammes to ounces is approximate (30 grammes equal 1.06 ounce 

or 1 ounce equals 28.3 5 grammes) . 

Fig. 3. 

Per Steamer. 

Fig. 4. 
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rN ITED S TATES M AIL To FRANCE 1870-7-! 
Figure 1 shows an extremely desirable cover franked with two pairs of the le 1869 
stamp. The letter went from New Orleans, Louisiana to Bordeaux and is postmarked on 
April 8, (1870). The French due marking of "5" (decimes) indicates that the letter 
weighed less than y.\ ounce. This cover is in the collection of Karl Jaeger, Columbus, Ohio. 

Figure 2 illustrates the 4c rate paid by a pair of the 2c 1869 stamp. This letter was 
sent from New York to Paris on April 19, 1870. The "5" (decimes) due marking indicates 
the letter weighed less than y.\ ounce. 

Figures 3 illustrates the rate just as Figure 2 does except for the French due marking 
of " 10" (decimes). This indicates the letter weighed between y.\ and Yz ounce. 

Figure 4 illustrates the rate paid by a combination of the 3c and the le 1869 stamps. 
This letter went from Trenton, New Jersey to Paris and is dated April 29, 1870. The 

Fig. 5. 

Fig. 6. 
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UNITED STATES MAIL To FRANCE 1 70-74 
letter weighed less than y.t ounce as indicated by the "5" (decimes} French due marking. 
This cover was lot #696 in the Emmerson Krug collection that was sold at auction by 
Robert Siegel in May of 1958. 

Figure 5 illustrates a cover similar to the one shown in Figure 2. A pair of the 2c 
1869 stamps paid the 4c rate to France from New Orleans on April 27, 1870. The "5" 
(decimes) French due marking indicates that the letter weighed less than Y<! ounce. In 
addition, the cover bears a "Paid Only to England" marking sometimes seen on these rates. 
This marking also appears on some covers from the United States to Spain during the last 
months of 1869. 

Figure 6 shows the rate paid by two singles of the 2c Banknote stamp. The letter is 
dated at New Orleans on January 17, 1871, and went to Bordeaux. The French due 
marking of "5" ( decimes) indicates the letter weighed less than Y<! ounce. 

Figure 7 illustrates a choice cover in the collection of Mr. J . David Baker of Indian­
apolis, Indiana. This letter went from San Francisco, California to Paris and is franked 
with a lOc 1869 stamp. This was a double rate letter (2 x 4c) hence it represents an over­
payment of 2c. The French due marking of "15" ( decimes ) indicates that the letter 
weighed between Yz and Y4 ounce. If the writer of the letter wanted to send the letter 
fully prepaid to France, he did not affix enough postage on the letter. Depending on the 
exact weight of the letter, the correct postage would have been 20c or 26c in accordance 
with the above table. 

Figure 8 shows another double weight letter. The 8c rate (2 x 4c} is paid by a 2c 
1869 stamp and a 6c Banknote stamp (Scott 137) . The French due marking of " 15" 
( decimes) is similar to the Figure 7 cover showing that the letter weighed between Yz and 
Y4 ounce. The cover is postmarked April 21, 1870. 

Figure 9 illustrates a single weight letter from Norristown, Pennsylvania, to Paris, 
March 22, 1873. The cover is franked with a 7c plus a 3c Banknote representing an over­
payment of 6c. The "10" (decimes) French due marking indicates that the letter weighed 
between Y<! and Yz ounce. The writer of the letter may have intended it to go by direct 
mail to France, in which case the postage prepayment would have been correct. 

Fig. 7. 
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UNT'rEn S'I'A'l'ES MATL To FR.ANCE 1870-74 
Fig . 8. 

·. 
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// 

Fig. 9 

Knowledge of this rate can be of help and often prevent a collector from buying faked 
covers. A thorough knowledge of the rates and how the mail was handled will detect 
" fixed" covers. 

On August 1, 1874 the new treaty with France became effective establishing a single 
rate of 9c per 15 grammes (approximately Yz ounce ) on letters from the United States to 
France. The treaty was in effect for 17 months because France did not join the Universal 
Postal Union until J anuary 1, 1876. Covers showing the 9c rate are far from common. 

All photos accompanying this article are the work of the late Stanley B. Ashbrook and to 
him I owe a debt of gratitude for fostering my interest in the 4c Part Payment Rate to France. 
The information as the various rates presented herein was drawn from various issues of his 
Special Service. Certainly a study of rates to France during this period is most interesting. 
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For th e first time documentaru evidence 
is yii' en of th e existence of n postal system 
in this Indian State at least eight years 
prior to th e issnance of adhesive stamps 
in 1886. 

INDORE 
By LEONARD C. PARTON 

Before embarking into the maze of the postal history of Indore, or as it was known 
during part of its existence, Holkar, it will be necessary to consider something of its political 
history during the 19th century. Conditions prevailing during the period, in which we are 
specially interested, are revealed through the life and character of its ruler, Tukoji Rao II 
Holkar XI, 1844 to 1886, the longest and most progressive reign in the two and a half 
centuries of the State's existence. Therefore, four brief extracts from "The Indore State 
Gazeteer", written and published in 1908 by Colonel Luard, C. I. E. sometime Resident or 
Political Agent to Indore, Gwalior and Bhopal, first of all give prominence to the bearing of 
the young Maharajah at the time of the Mutiny in 1857. He was then 27 years of age. 

Extra<'l No. 1 

"Holkar throughout this trying time was almost if not quite powerless, his troops 
being entirely beyond his control. As early as June 9th he had urged Durand {acting 
Resident for Hamilton on home furlough) to send away the ladies and children and 
treasure to Mhow but his counsels were not accepted and again on the 1st of July he 
had written offering to help to the best of his ability. After the outbreak at Mhow 
and Indore he did his utmost in maintaining order. His mutinous troops flocked to 
the Palace demanding surrender of the native Christians to whom he had given asylum 
but would not listen to their demands. He sent out detachments to bring in and se­
cure wounded Europeans and recovered what was left of the Indore treasure and gave 
Captain Hungerford, who was Commander at Mhow, all the assistance in his power. 
So efficiently in a word did he cooperate with Hungerford that the latter found him­
se lf able to re-establish postal and telegraphic communication and to restore order in 
Mhow and the neighboring districts." 
Three further extracts essential to my purpose outline earlier and later affairs in the 

Indore State, the first the immediate years following 1844 when the boy Tukoji at the age 
of 14 was installed on the gadi (throne) by the Resident, Sir Robert N . Collie Hamilton, 
Bart., I. C. S. in open Durbar. By this action Sir Robert ran a grave personal risk of in­
curring permanent displeasure as the Imperial Authorities looked at it askance, considering 
it too prec1p1tate an action. Fortunately, there have always been such unsung heroes of this 
calibre in the Colonial service, especially in the selfless cadre of the Indian Civil Service. 
As it was, not until 1852, when the young Maharajah had shown his aptitude for ruling and 
had toured India, visiting all the important places, had he been granted full administrative 
powers. This was only five years before the tragic circumstances of the mutiny. 

Extra('t No. 2 

"The same Regency Council as had held office under the late Chief continued but 
a close supervision was now maintained by the Resident and numerous reforms were set 
on foot. Order and tranquiliry reigned throughout the State. By 1845 the State had 
commenced to recover its prosperity . . . In 1848 the young chief began to evince a 
desire to take part in the administration . This ill-suited the designs of Raja Bhan 
Phanse (Chief Minister} who complained that the Maharajah's enquiries were embar­
rassing and irksome. The Resident, however, supported the Chief in his desire to gam 
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• 40 Ut;NTHAL INlllA- - CEN'l 'RAL l.'.'IUL\ AvJ·:NoY - /,..lu1c - -N OS . Vlll 

- 1~70 ANU IX- 1Ki8 . 

. fl Co unci l al H<• n~m·ri that the pavment of 4~ per cent. gu_aranteed in~re11t will 
\,. · nuulr. withn ut d1·1luct.i1111 for in i·omc ta:i: . 

}.' 111< t: IGS Jh:l'ARl ~0::-11 ', 

. SIMI.A. 

Th « 1n1h A''9"' 1 i sm. 

Hy order of HU! 
E x•:.-11<-nrv th r Virt!roy and Govcrnor­

r."1wrnl in rounci l. 

C. l'. AITCHISON , 

< 1JJ9 . s .. ry . to the G01:t. of India 
i11 th" ForP.ign Departmeftt. 

No. IX . 

.l11R.A s1:E MY. !'IT for the EXCHA'iOE of CORRESPO'iDENCll: between the IKPERUL 

PosT OFFICE of BR1nsn I N ll lA irnd thl' l'us-r On1n:s in the t._, rritories of His 
HIGUN ESS the MA!IARAJA H u LKAR , -- 18 itS. 

ARTICLE 1. 

Thr rP ~hall be mutual exchange of correspondence between the Imperial P09t 
Office u{ Briti'h India , hereinaftn tnmNI th e "Tmperial Po~t," and the PCllt 
Offices in the territorieR of His Highn"'' t h1· Maharaja H olkar, hcreinaftl'r termed 
the " Indore State Post." 

The term " correspondcnc" " shall include all d..ssee of art icles which may be 
forwarded Ly post unde r the rul l'~ for th e t im" li" iug of th<' Irupnial Poet. 

ARTICLE 2. 

On _corr ,.~pondc nc" originating in th" Jn1lore Stat P Post, and destined for 
.-l• ·li ,· nv t hrough th1• Tmp1• rial l'11•t , the I ndore 8tatl' Po•t may levy such ' local 
po~tRll;" a• may from time to time b1• dirl' r-tNl by ti ... l>arbar of HU! Highnesa 
th i; \faharaja Il olkar. Bu t all 1mch postag1- shall be co llectNI by payment in ad­
vanC<', aml th•! too rr•!•pondence shall lw ma<ll' "'"' r to the Imperial Post witooL1t 
<my claim whatsoever . 

ARTICLE 3; 

Co rr,.•po ntl1•n <'<' AO ma<fr ovPr shall be treated b~· th <' Tml'erial Post in the 
same wav a' if it. hail 0<'1·11 po., t1·1l oriKinally in · a 11 I J1q11· rial Post Oflice, no ac­

""u nt lwing ta k1•11 of any lnclorl' St.ate p ost.ag" alrcac ly pait! thereon whether 
i11 ca•h or Ly means o( postage labels of th t- In.dorc 8tatc Post. 

ARTICl.Y. 4. 

c .. r r<'>fH) ll<kne<' whi <"h may LP made O \' l' f Ly th1· Imperial Po11t to the IndQlla 
State Post • ha ll [,., mack ,;vcr witho1it dairu wh"n n<j -Imperial Poetagc ia due. 
and with claim wheu Imperial Po•tage ia due. 

Figs. la , lb. Reproduction of pages 40-42 of Central Ind ia Ag e ncy Repo rts cove ring the 1878 
a rrangements for the exchang e of corre spondence between the Imperial Post Office of Britis h India 
and the Post Offices in the t e rr itories of His Highness The Mahara ja Holkar. 
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INDORE 
CKNTR.AL INDIA---OSNTRAL INDIA AGBNCY-/ndore-NO. IX- 41 
1878. 

la the last.- tile claim shall be-

(11) oo oorreirpondence originating in offic•'S of the Imperial Poet t1:rmed 
"Inland oorreapondence " one-half of the alllouut uf Imperial Puat­
age due; 

(b) on correspondence originating in Foreign Offices tnmed "Foreign 
oorre.pondence," the whele amount of the Imperial Postage due, 
tile \elm " Imperial Postage " incl udi.ng in this case the po11t&ge 
due to the Imperial Poet on behalf of Foreign Offices or (in the case 
of overland parcels) to the Custom House. 

ABTICLI: 5. 

On oorreepondence made over under head (a) of the preceding Article whether 
with or: witli.out claim, the Indore State Poat may levy such local postage as may 
from time to time be directed by the Darhar of His Highne1111 the Maharaja Holkar, 
but on correspondence made over under head (b) no local poatage shall be levied. 

ARTICLll: 6. 

Correspondence received by the Imperial Poat from the Indore State Poet, 
or tlioe 1>erad, which may be undeliverable shall be returned, and on correspondence 
IO returned to the Imperial Post the Indore State POtlt ehall have the right to re­
claim any Postage previously claimed from it under Article • · 

ARTIC.LE 7. 

Detailed regulations for carrying out this arra ngement in r<'spect to the varti­
'lWBr officee t o be dcaignated for the exchang<~ of corr"HJ>ollllcnce on which Im­
perial Pos~e is due, the forms to be used in exchanging corre11pondencl', the 
preparation and settlc·ment of accounts, and other matter~ o.' !~tail , ~hall "be drawn 
out by the controlling authorities of the Imperial Post and t he Indore State Poet 
in direct communication with .. ach other , and thl' dctail1' d rcgulatioM so drawn 
out shali be subjt•ct to such modi ticution as may from time tu time. be lllutually 
agreed t o by the said authorities. 

A RTIC LE!:!. 

Thie &rralljleml'nt ~h&ll be cxer.u tPrl by thl' Darbar of His Hi~hnl'M thl• Maha­
r .. ja Holk~r anJ t he Agent t.o th e Clov1·mc1r-f:Pnt ·ral for Ceut ral Judio a11d shall 
be brought into operation from the date of such cn'Cution. 

ARTICLE 9. 

Thill arrangement shall cu11t.i11u1· ·in force for 011 c y1•1u afwr the date on l\·hid1 
OJle of the two r.ontriM:ting part.ice Hhl\ll have a1111uun,·ed to the otlwr an in~ntion 
Lo terminate it. 
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INDOR :E 
42 CENTRAL INDIA-CENTRAL INDIA AGENCY-fo,fon-NOS. ll-
1878 AND. X- 1881. 

S~ned by HiH Highneu the Maharaja Holkar tliia the 27th day of January 
nne tho11li&11d eight humlred aud seventy.eight. 

TooKAJEi.: Hout.AR. 

Signed by the Agent to the Governor·Gencral for Ct>ntral India thi.ii the 27th 
day of .January onc .thouaand eight hundred and seventy-eight. 

H. I>. DALY. 

LYTTON. 

Ratified by His Excellency the Viceroy and Govt'mor-Gcneral of India, at 
Simla on the twenty ·seconrl day of April one thousand eight hundrod and seventy· 
eight. 

A. c. LYALL, 

Sf!Crfinry lo tlt.e G01Jcrnment of lttdia, 

Fomg" Depart-'. 

No. X. 

KRAIUTA to His H1GHNEs s MAHARAI Avuuu1 HAJ llAJE~HWAR 8AWAJ Toos..uu 
RAo Hou:AR, BAHADU&, (1.C.S.I., C. l.E . of l.Noou,-1881. 

MY HoNOtTRED AND VALUKD Fa11:ND, 

The Agent tn the Govrrnor-Gencral in Central India has at length been able 
t.u report to me the !"Onclusion of the negotiatiunR for thr rxchange of territory 
which have bf-en HO lung p1·nding between Your 11 ighness aud the Goven1.Dlent. 
of India . 

I have now the pleasure to inform Your Highuesa that I approve and confum 
the transfer to the pos•l'ssion of Your Highness of the 231 villagl's in Taluka Ni.ma· 
war, and th" 176 villages in the district of Nirnar, of which the names, revenvea, 
and other particulars arc gi ven in schedules A and B of the memoralldum by 
Lieutenant-General Sir H . Daly euclosed in this letter. 

That mcmorarnlum correctly summarizes the reaultll of the negoti.ationa, and 
I foci Hssun·<I t ha t. You r Highne•s will not fai l to perceive, in the constant desire 
to meet Your HighneKM ' wishea whirh has been evinced by my prcdeceeaon1 throuih· 
out the cou rsc of the negotiations, evidence of that friendly spirit which I am 
confident will ever ch1uackrize the relations of t.ho British Government witJi Your 
Ilighue1111' loyal and . dist ingui1hed family . 

I beg to cxprees· the high consideration I entertain for Your Highne11, and to 
subscribe myself. 

Your HighnC88' sincere friend, 

RIPON, 

SIMLA; l' iuroy and Goomwr-6-ol -.! I.WW. 
TM 2;jih May 1881 . 

Fig. le. Memorandum regarding exchange of t erritory between India and Indore. 
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Fig . 2. Masthead of " Holkar Sirkar Gazette" of 19 June 1876, showing vestige of label. 

an insight into the administration, on which Raja Bhan Phanse finally quitted Indore, 
taking the Maharajah's seal with him." 

Extract o. 3 

"In order to make the Holkar dominions more compact, various exchanges of 
territory were effected between 1861 and 1868, the districts of Salwas in Nemawar of 
Barwaha, Dharangarn, Kanaward, and Mandleshwar in Minar being exchanged for 
lands held in Deccan, United Provinces and elsewhere. In 1878, 360 square miles of 
territory in the Satpura region were transferred to Holkar as an act of grace due to 
commemorate the Assumption by her Majesty of the title of Empress of India. In 1878 
a Postal Convention was effected and in 1880 a Salt Convention." 
and finally:-

Extract No. 4 

"Lord Northbrook visited Indore in November, 1872 and the Prince of Wales in 
March, 1876. In 1877 the Maharajah attended the Delhi Assemblage when he was 
made a CIE and was raised to the digniry of a Counsellor of the Empress while his 
personal salute was increased from 19 to 21 guns." 

The India Office Library have been good enough to search, find and have photographed 
for me the two printed documents referred to in the last few lines of Extract No. 3 in this 
article. These are shown in full. (See Figs. la, lb, le). 

One of the documents is of particular philatelic interest-dated January 27, 1878, 
detailing the terms of the 1878 Postal Convention. It is signed respectively by The Indore 
Ruler Tookaji Holkar and Lord Lytton, the Governor-General for Central India, and 
ratified by the Viceroy and Governor-General. The other dated March 25, 1881, is a 
personal letter from the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, the Marquis of Ripon, 
which, after approving and confirming, congratulates the Ruler of Indore on the transfer 
to him of the 407 villages which were added to the two State Zilas (divisions) of Nemawar 
and Nimar. 

Some years ago I became the fortunate possessor of frontispiece portions of the "Hol­
kar Sirkar Gazette", printed and published in Indore City in Marathi. The pieces re­
ceived from India are contained in the period 1876 to 1882. The numbering on the oldest 
piece shows chat chis enterprising publication was established in 1872 in a fa irly rough format. 
By 1876 it had become an attractive weekly, the style of which would not disagrace a 
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Fig. 3. "Holkar Sircar Gazette " July 17 , 1876 showing postmarks of fhe States Post Office. 

modern publisher. Significantly, the main headl ines were · then changed to English with 
the Marathi below, and in this I see the hand of Sir Robert Hamilton. Incidentally, Sir 
Robert had become the Political Agent to the Governor-General , Central Province, in 
which appointment that of Resident was merged so far back as 1854. Later, 1877, the Hol­
kar Coat-of-Arms was incorporated in the heading, a most impressive addi tion. 

In this valuable series of portions of the "Holkar Sirkar Gazette", extremely fragile to 
handle, I had hoped to find a set of numerals accepted officially as standard by the Indore 
authorities and applied to their other departments including that for the Posts. It is true 
that they have hammered out for gazette purposes an irreproachable set with each figure 
distinct from any other, and thus taken at least a step towards allaying the curse of inter­
changeability in the various "styles" of the four main vernaculars-Gujarati, Marathi, Pun­
jabi, Hindi-affected in Central and N orth West Indore. 

I cannot speak for the other D epartments except to say that the Gaze tte numerals were 
apparently not consistently adopted by the Postal Department, and thus the value of this 
good work was considerably lessened. 

In the limited few vernacular postmarks I own or have seen with dates in the Marathi 
(some complete with the year) , the variations in the shape of the numerals is fantastic, and 
presents the ever constant problem as to what style and fi gure it was meant to represent. 

It is, therefore, only by seeing a goodly number that it is possible to ascertain whether 
there is a factor of constancy on which to build. 

In attaining their aim for distinctiveness the Editorial Staff have, to a considerable 
extent, reverted for their numerals to the true Sanskrit. A reference to "A Sanskrit Gram­
mar"*, or its like, will confirm this. There is, however, one striking exception, that for 
the "eight". For this figure they continued with the Marathi (and Gujara ti) but making 
the outline bolder and better. The reason for this exception is that had they used the 

· " A San skri t Gra 111nrn1"' by Arthur A. Macdonnld, M.A., Ph.D., L. L . D. (Edin ), n. 0. L . 
(' :i lru t tn ) In tc Bodr n Professo r of Sa nshi t in the U n i\·r rsi t~· of Ox fo rd ; :F'r ll ow of ('01·pus 
Chri sti Coll rgr, rte ., ete . 
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Fig. 4. "Holkar Sirkar Gazette" June 25, 1877 with State Post Office postmarks. 

accepted Sanskrit "eight" it could have been mistaken, amongst many other confusions, for 
a major portion of the "six" in any of the vernaculars, and quite possibly for the "nine" in 
Marathi, Balbodh, Punjabi, and Hindi. 

Had the postal authorities followed suit, all might have been easier. As it is, unless, 
as already stated, I can obtain sufficient material of postmarks "60's to 90's" inclusive, with 
vernacular figured dates to examine, my few pieces will continue to be inconclusive. 

I give a suggested reason for the Postal Departments failure to adopt the standard 
numbering set up by the H. S. G. As the map shows, Indore is made up of some half 
dozen Zilas (Divisions) interspersed and/ or surrounded by tracts of British Raj and the 
territories of a dozen or so other Indian States. 

It is likely that the Head Post Office of each Pargana (sub.district) of which there 
were many in each Division, did their own cutting of dies for cancelling purposes or other 
reasons, in which case the shape and size of the resulting numerals depended largely on the 
"pedigree" of the cutter and in addition his schooling and apprenticeship; quite as likely 
that of his supervisor. 

The existing geographical conglomerate will be understood if we refer to a special map 
of Indore State. (Fig. 6). As an all-round example of the prevailing lay-out, let us take 
as an example the Indore Zila, one of half dozen making up the State, which of course 
contains Indore City itself. 

Both to the west and the east of this Zila we have territory belonging to the much 
smaller State of Dhar. This State has, in its turn, Ratlam at the top and Barwani at the 
bottom. That part of Dhar on the east of Indore is itself contained by the boundary of the 
Indore State Zila of Nemawar part of which was acquired from the British as a gift in 1881. 
See reference in the document reproduced with this article. This Zila of Nemawar is in 
its turn (still further to the East) bounded by the State of Bhopal. The elongated Dhar 
territory to the West of the Indore Zila was bordered by the small states of Jhabua, together 
with some small odd bits of Indore territory. Incidentally, here and there were small 
patches of Dewas State territory, one of which, a few miles square, is an enclave inside the 
Indore Zila. Does all this give a mental birds-eye view? 
THE COLLECT OR S CL UB P HILATELI ST , V O L . 38, NO. 4 171 
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Fig . b, Map of Indore State reproduced from the " Indore State Gazetteer." 
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Fig . 5. "Holkar S·irkar Gazette" Au gu st 22, 1881 showin g State Post O ffice postmarh of Ra mp ura 
dnd lndora as well as part of a postal label. 

Now the State of Dhar measured in the aggregate about sixty miles by twenty only, but 
its inhabitants-some quarter million-each spoke one at least of four native languages, viz. 
Hindi, Marathi, Nemadi, Malwai. Hence my supposition that if the Indore postmark 
dies were cut "locally" the formation of the figures involved might, not surprisingly, be of 
any shape and size. And quite easily resemble a "wrong number'', acceptable in another 
vernacular. 

I had put aside these "Holkar Sirkar Gazettes" to await co-operation from anybody, 
anywhere, possessing Indore material which includes last century missives or pieces of any 
sort {stamped or otherwise) bearing vernacular dated postmarks of the last century. 

Then came along quite unexpectedly the photographs of the 1878 Postage Agreement 
previously mentioned . There will be seen in Article 3, a specific reference to existing 
Indore Postal-labels with a monetary -value. The Article concludes with the following words: ­
" ... no account being taken of any Indore State postage already paid thereon whether in 
cash or by means of postage labels of the Indore State Post." 

This made me turn again to the "Holkar Sirkar Gazette", and I was rewarded by 
finding not only traces of gum but portions of the labels themselves still adhering. They 
bear Marathi printed characters, of which more anon. 

Several of the portions are here reproduced (Figs. 2 to 5), upon which seriatim I make 
comment. 

Fig. 2. An issue No. 2 of the 4th year dated 19th June, 1876, in the rough format 
in which the paper was, presumably, first published in 1872. The remains of a gummed-on 
label will be clearly seen. On the upper line of printed Marathi there is a terminal character 
which could be and probably is that of INDORE which the vernacular postmark confirms. 
Also it was at Indore City that the paper was produced and printed. Again there is 
nothing in the outline to prevent the small portion of the Marathi word on the lower line 
being the receiving town or village of Rampura. In this connection refer to comments to 
Photoplate, Fig. 4. (Continued on Page 195) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Neues Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde. Reihe A. Lieferung 3. Contents: Madagas­
car 1889-1902. Paper cover, 56 pages, Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Published by the 
"Arbeitsgemeinschaft Neues Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde E. V." U.S. Agent, Fritz 
Billig, 168-39 Highland Ave., Jamaica 3, N. Y. Price $1.50. 

The long awaited treatise on Madagascar, the most "difficult" of all French Colonies, 
has finally made its appearance, though only as a torso. It ends with the local emergency 
issue of 1902. Nevertheless, it completes series A of the handbook; the remaining portions 
of Madagascar, the issues from 1903 to the present time, are scheduled to follow in the 
addenda to the book. As explained in two announcements at the end, rhe difficulties arose 
when the previous editor of the handbook, Mr. Kricheldorf, did not live up to his often 
repeated promise to finish the Madagascar section. 

The authors, Helmuth Kricheldorf and Paul-Louis Pannetier (issues of March 1889, 
July 1891 and March 5, 1896) closely follow the pattern of the Kohl Handbook as laid out 
by the late Dr. Herbert Munk. They begin with all pertinent geographical data; extensive 
historical treatment follows, eventually leading into postal history which starts relatively 
late as very little is known about its earlier phases. The scope of this section, which also 
includes a listing of some "forerunners", a comprehensive bibliography and a map of the 
island, can be seen by the fact that it encompasses some 14 pages. 

The following 40 pages are devoted to the issues of the French Post in Madagascar, 
first a Protectorate, then from 1896 on a Colony. The main features are the various local 
emergency issues which produced many great rarities. Since the book is, of course, written 
in German, a thorough knowledge of that language is an absolute necessity for understand­
ing its major portions. But the treatment of certain issues-especially those described by 
Pannetier, e.g. the 1896 oval surcharges-is so superbly done and accompanied by such won­
derful illustrations that even the handicap of not knowing German can be at least partially 
overcome. Ir is fervently hoped that the book will be finished in the future. This is not 
an easy task, as the missing portion embraces not only the continuation of the French 
section, bur also the British Consular Mail Service of 1884-87, the British Inland Mail of 
1895 and the Norwegian Missionary Post of 1894-99. It was a wise decision to publish the 
finished portion at this time. Even if the work were never finished, this published section 
on Madagascar will still be an outstanding contribution to philatelic knowledge and literature. 

(Herbert ]. Bloch) 

Hand book of Austria and Lombardy-V enetia Cancellations. 1850-1864 Issues, by 
Edwin Mueller. Bilingual (German & English) published in 10 to 12 sections of 32 pages 
each. Subscription for the entire book including binder is $25.00. After completion of 
publication, bound copies will be available for $30.00 at the Mercury Stamp Company, 
10 East 40rh Street, New York 16, N. Y. 

The appearance of the sections I, II and III of this handbook of cancellations is monu­
mental. One can hardly grasp the huge amount of work involved in such an undertaking. 
Knowledge alone is not enough, only the great love for philately and his fellow philatelists 
can bring about such an accomplishment. 

Little can be added to the laurels of the author, because for four decades he has supplied 
the philatelists with many outstanding publications, especially the student of the Ausrrian­
Hungarian monarchy, who have been so richly rewarded by the author. It is no surprise to 
find again a book which will prove indispensible for all collectors of Austria and Lombardy­
Venetia. 

The previous edition on this subject was published by the same author almost 30 years 
ago, and which became the accepted guide for practically every specialist. Being out-of­
print for many years, this first edition had become a collectors item. I am sure because of 
the demand of collectors and friends, the author has undertaken the relatively thankless job 
of bringing out a new edition, with many additions in revised form. 
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The system and cataloguing is arranged in simple form. Following the instructions of 
the author, one will find the catalogue rather easy to use. 

The instructions are to be found on the covers of each section printed in red in German 
and English. It is stated by the author, that after completion of the series, one section will 
be entirely devoted to the illustrations. 

It is this reviewer's hope that such outstanding records will be heartily supported by all 
collectors, because it is a labor of love done for philately for which all of us owe a lot to 
the author. (Louis Stich) 

World's First Air Stamp. 
Paper cover. Available from 
Price 50 cents (3 / 6). 

Italy 1917 by L. H. Harris. 15 pages with 18 illustrations. 
]. C. Crimlisk, 9 Victoria Ave ., Filey, Yorkshire, England. 

"Number One" stamps always have a greater philatelic appeal, as witness the Great 
Britain "Penny Black" or the U. S. 5c. 1847's. A much more modern "Number One" has 
not stimulated the collector interest it deserves. This is the first government-issued air mail 
stamp, Italy Scott Cl. The reason for this lesser interest probably lies in ignorance. Too 
few collectors realize the great historical position of this Italian air mail stamp. 

Nothing can overcome such ignorance better than information. Mr. Harris of England 
has supplied this in his interesting booklet. Similar accounts have appeared in publications 
for air mail specialists. But it is hoped that word of this booklet will get around, so that 
many more collectors will, in time, properly appreciate the "Number One" status of Italy's 
1917 air stamp. 

The author has done admirable preparation by attempting to read all that had been 
written about this stamp and its first flights. This is attested by the long bibliography on 
page 15. Also he had access to a famous air mail collection, now in the British Museum. 
The "Fitzgerald" collection afforded Mr. Harris the opportunity to study some of the 
scarcer flight post cards, cancellations and postmarks. He has then spread this information 
in an intelligent, clear manner in this book. 

The main fault in the eyes of this reviewer is the lack on the author's part to study 
other scarce flight pieces such as those in American collections. For example, one was 
illustrated in this magazine (THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, Vol. 38 No. 2, page 58). 
We know of at least six other scarce first flight post cards that not only deserve mention 
but also illustration in a comprehensive work like this. 

The illustrations are clear. The key inserted with this caption for Fig. 11 is an excellent 
idea. However, a petty annoyance for this reviewer's reading was the unusual manner of 
dividing words at the end of lines such as "alterati-ons" and "havi-ng". But there is only 
one serious fault with this booklet. The omissions of scarce first flight cards mentioned in 
the preceding paragraph. Nevertheless, the virtues in this work are so many that a reviewer 
often wishes he could omit criticisms. In this vast field of philatelic literature, this little 
booklet is a fine contribution, ranking far above many others this reviewer has read. 

(H. M. G.) 

1558-1958, 400 Years of Polish Posts. (400 Lat Poczty Polsk.iej). Published by 
Ministry of Communications, Warsaw, Poland. Many stamp specimens in color, blocks and 
illustrations. 398 pp. 8xll Yz , In. Leather bound. Price $7.25 . W . Kolakowski Co. 
Box 394, Great Neck, N. Y., Agent. 

This is perhaps the best and most comprehensive book on Polish philately ever issued 
describing the entire postal service. Contrary to any preconceived notion, the book is not 
a dull reading nor a dry complication of rules, regulations and statistical tables. This is 
rather full, rich and vivid presentation of human endeavors in the field of communications 
since dark ages began up to our era of today. 

There is, of course, a particular emphasis specifically upon Polish achievements. There 
we find a full page facsimile of the royal edict (in Latin) dated October 18, 1558, ordering 
the creation of a regular postal service, quite modern in its conception, including passages 
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about international connecnons. Then follows a chronological description of the further 
development of the Polish postal service within the framework of the contemporary civilized 
world, rudiments of rules and customs, complications with postal tariffs and the issues relative 
value to the general market prices. 

It is interesting to note, however, that the authors (and this is an "official" book) did 
not follow the Communist Russia idea of ascribing every outstanding invention to some 
Russian scientist of the past. This book obviously departs from the usual pattern of Iron 
Curtain countries propaganda and gives the full credit where it rightfully belongs. 

Accordingly, we find even an illustration of Robert Fulton's first steamship "Clermont" 
churning up the Hudson river from New York to Albany. There is credit for Bell, 
Stephenson, famous American and British inventors, and Marconi rather than a claim for 
some unknown Polish or Russian as the Kremlin has dictated in recent years. 

One finds a well-illustrated and fascinating chapter depicting the history of Polish Post 
at Gdansk (Danzig) up to its heroic stand during the first day of World War II in 1939. 
Of particular interest is a vivid account of the fight of the postal employees against the 
Nazi aggressors and their death in line of duty when the entire staff of 51 was killed by the 
Nazi German invaders. 

Highly readable are chapters presenting the scope of Polish Postal Service, which 
incidentally is much broader than that of U.S. Postal Service. Finally, the most interesting 
part appears under the heading, "Postal Stamps and Philately in Poland". 

From general point of view there is nothing new, as far as history of postage stamps is 
concerned, but Polish stamps and Polish philately are presented with almost scientific pre­
cision, yet in a very popular, light and readable way. Numerous stamp tablets, full color 
inserts with original blocks of stamps-all with ample description of their history, subject, 
composition, paper and technical method of reproduction---<:omplete one of the finest books 
of this kind. 

There is, however, one regretteable aspect. We have not heard about any translation of 
this outstanding book. So far it exists only in Polish, and consequently only those who 
know that language are in a position to fully appreciate this grand book. 

(Wladislaw Kolakowski) 

Pakistan, Overprints on Indian Stamps, 1948-1949, by Col. D. R. Martin, Royal En­
gineers (Ret.). Published by Robson Lowe ltd., 50 Pall Mall, London, S. W . l England, 
1959. 92 + VIII pages, 16 plates, clothbound. Priced at 30/ - ($4.25). 

The State of Pakistan was established when the Dominion of India was divided on 
the 15th of August, 1947. 

In the chaos that followed, stocks of India stamps called in for overprinting were either 
seriously delayed or failed entirely to reach their destination, while supplies of the overprinted 
stamps being delivered from Nasik in India fared no better. Faced with grave shortages, 
postmasters and Government officials endeavored to carry on by providing their own means 
of converting Indian stamps to those of Pakistan. The resulting variety of overprints: press 
printed, handstamped, typewritten or manuscript, in various ink colors and styles, on both 
ordinary postage and Service stamps, offers a golden opportunity for study. 

Col. D . R. Martin needs no introduction to collectors of Indian stamps. He is the 
author, with E. A. Smythies, Esq., C. I. E., P. R. P . S. L., of the fine monographs, "The 
Half Anna Lithographed Stamps of India, 1854-55". The latter book won the Crawford 
Medal awarded by the Royal Philatelic Society, London. He has also written many articles 
for "The Philatelic Journal of India" . "The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain" and 
"The London Philatelist". 

It was Colonel Martin's privilege to serve the State of Pakistan for nearly six years 
from its inception. He was on the scene when the stamps discussed in this book were 
placed in use. He has taken his own notes and collections, and along with those of other 
collectors placed at his disposal, has produced a definitive study of the provisional issues. 
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The book is divided into eleven chapters dealing with the various types of overprints. 
Within these chapters the geographical distribution of the stamps are discussed. For in­
stance, when treating of the handstamped overprints, there is no necessity of searching 
through many pages, because all the information on them is concentrated under this one 
heading. He has provided checklists of all known overprints under each subheading. 
These lists are cross-indexed according to the Stanley Gibbons Catalogue number of the 
basic Indian stamp. On page 92 a table is provided for conversion of the Stanley Gibbons 
numbers to those of Scott and the Yvert and Tellier catalogues. 

The photographic plates are remarkably clear and so arranged that easy comparison of 
types can be made. This is most useful for the person, who is just starting to make a study 
of these issues, as it permits a tentative identification, after which the text may more easily 
be followed. 

The checklists also carry prices. There does not seem to be any indication whether 
these are the prices quoted in the Stanley Gibbons Catalogue or whether they are included 
as a guide for relative scarcity. In a year or two it is entirely possible that the values 
indicated by the pricing may be obsolete. In this event the users of the book would be well 
advised to consider them as an indication of supplies available to collectors rather than as a 
gauge of then current market values. 

This book is the result of ten years intensive effort. It is the first attempt to classify 
and provide definitive information about the Pakistan overprints. It is of great value to 
students of these issues and must be considered the comprehensive vade mecum for all 
collectors of these stamps. In addition to this, it is an excellent example of clear and precise 
philatelic writing which should serve as a guide to other writers for the preparation of 
advanced and learned studies. The book is a very fine example of printing and production, 
thus also appealing to the philatelic bibliophile for his personal library. (H. D. S. H.) 

American Air Mail Catalogue. Vol. 3 (1959 Supplement). L. B. Gatchell, Editor­
in-Chief and many others. 400 pages, hundreds of illustrations and maps. Clothbound. 
Published by the American Air Mail Society, Albion, Penna. Price $5.00. 

The American Air Mail Society sparked by a longtime philatelist, L. B. Gatchell, has 
over a period of more than twenty-five years supplied a catalogue of flight material. The 
general air mail stamp catalogs such as Sanabria confine their listings and pricings to stamps . 
But many air mail specialists enjoy collecting postal history. These are the flight covers 
usually franked with common stamps, but having a value because of the cachet or souvenir 
nature. 

The admirable part of this long series of catalogs is that all the work of compiling and 
editing is done upon a labor of love basis. Few properly evaluate the time and effort re­
quired to put out books like this. If one asks you-"What is there to stamp collecting?", 
show him a catalog like this. Outsiders with a quick glance would logically assume that 
the editors and compilers were handsomely paid and the philatelic society publishing these 
books make a nice profit. How wrong! We know that many did not even ask for reim­
bursement of out-of-pocket expenses. 

Furthermore, with publishing costs rising, it is remarkable that in the face of present-day 
costs, the American Air Mail Society continues with their catalog work. Many others 
would say "no more" because it costs too much. 

This book is indispensable to the collector of United States flight covers domestic and 
foreign. The Col1ectors Club librarian can vouch for this statement, because so often an 
inquiry for information comes here about a certain flight marking or cachet. The answer 
is found in the "American Air Mail Catalogues". 

This catalog is a supplement to Volume I (1947) and Volume II (1950). One 
familiar with these previous volumes will find reference to Volume III easy. Since this 
latter is not indexed but only has a Table of Contents, the newer user might have some 
difficulty at first. But within a short time, he will become used to it. 

Every listing is priced with evaluations set according to the informed opinions of the 
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various specialists. Philatelic pncmg is a headache . Unfortunately, this reviewer must be 
very critical of the Air Post First Day Covers pricings on pages 1212 to 1215 . Starting 
with the 1918 series, the first days are not correctly dated, while the first flight prices are 
far, far below the current market. This also applies to the 1930 Graf Zeppelin stamps and 
the Lindbergh booklet. 

Another bad mistake is found on the prices at the bottom of page 1230. The " May 16, 
1918 First Trip" covers are worth at least ten times those without the words "First Trip" in 
this dated cancel. 

This catalog is a neat production. The maps are very helpful and wisely placed for 
easy reference. Many cachets are clearly shown. There are very few indistinct ones 
such as at the bottom of page 1242. The information given in the notes is more than 
adequate. The amount of mail carried on the flights is usually stated. 

This catalog was needed by many air mail specialists and the A. A. M . S. deserves great 
praise for supplying it. We hope the sales will be sufficient to encourage the continuation, 
in the fu ture, of such concrete service to a popular branch of philately. (H. M. G.) 

Chillicothe, Ohio. A Postal H istory by Robert D . West. Published by the Chillicothe 
Philatelic Society pp 8 1, 5 aps and 57 illustrations. Price $2.00. Obtainable from Robert 
D. W est, P. 0 . Box 366, Chillicothe, Ohio. 

This plastic ring bound pamphlet can serve as a model for town postal histories. It is 
comprehensive, well organized and pleasantly written. The material is divided into six 
chapters dealing wi th the fo llowing topics: Historical Background, Transportation Facilities, 
Postal Routes, The Chillicothe Post Office and the Chillicothe Postal Markings; the final 
chapter is concerned with an account of the genesis, development and issue of the Ohio 
Sesquicentennia l stamp and also includes a program of the firs t day ceremonies for this 
stamp bound into the pamphlet. 

The book gives a good picture of the difficulties and uncertainties of the early mail 
routes west of the Alleghanies. By contrast the reader is given a brief survey of the handling 
of mail by rail and the present day distribution of the mail by motor vehicle. 

The chapter on the postal markings is comprehensive, well illustrated and remarkably 
complete-in fact nothing has been omitted that could in any way serve to elucidate the use 
of various markings from any point of view. It will prove a boon to students of Ohio 
markings and Ohio postal history. 

The Chillicothe Phila telic Society and Mr. West are to be congratulated for a job well 
done. (D r. G. Philip Grabfield) 

The Numeral Cancellations of the British Empire. Compiled by Rev. H enry H. Heins, 
Published by Robson Lowe, 50 Pall M all , London, S. W. 1, England . Soft Cover, 63pp. 
Priced $3.00. 

The vast field of postal markings encompassed in this useful booklet can mostly serve 
as a check-list or outline. The author states that it lists in a single source the numeral and 
alphabetical cancellations and markings of the British Empire. The title does not include 
this fact, but the alphabetical listings of the letters found in postal markings has never been 
thoroughly explored. 

The introductory remarks correctly notes the many fine handbooks pertinent to the 
subject of postal markings from the larger dominions of the Empire, such as Australia, 
Canada, N ew Zealand and markings on Military mail {Field Post Offices, etc.), which are 
all omitted from these listings. H owever India is listed notwithstanding the excellent hand­
books of Jal Cooper. M ention is made of Brumells listing which this booklet somewhat 
supplements. The bibliographical acknowledgements by the author, is a storehouse of 

(Continued on Page 205) 
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FRENCH COLONIES 

THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By ROBERT G. STONE 

CHAPTER V. 
THE ALPHtE DUBOIS ISSUE, 1881-1 891 (SCOTT'S Nos. 46-59 ) 

The Change in T yp e 1, 2 

It has been noted in the preceding Chapters how since 1863 the Minister of Colonies had 
been thwarted in his efforts to have the colonial stamps perforated-either it was war, the 
need for economy, or the lack of time that intervened. Complaints from the colonies had 
been rising over the years. ;n September, 1879 the Minister finally seized a propitious time 
to make the desired change; presumably he calculated that prosperity and peace had prevailed 
for nearly a decade and that the Sage Issue had been used long enough. And he was aware 
too, that the Minister of Posts favored such a change because frauds against the post office 
were being encouraged by the similarity of the French and colonial stamps, because since 
1871 the only distinction between them had been in the method of separation. 

Obviously any perforated stamps for the colonies would have to be distinct in appearance 
from French stamps-that meant a new and special design-type. This the Ministry of 
Colonies (with approval of the Finance Ministry) proceeded to authorize. The Ministry 
of Posts was asked to submit a number of artist-engravers' designs from which one could be 
selected, the subject to be allegorical with the denomination in a large numeral. Seven 
sketches from four engravers were submitted in October. The one by Alphee Dubois chosen. 
The Mint, when asked to prepare the dies and stamps, indicated it lacked competence in this 
type of engraving and would have to obtain the guidance of an outside Consultative Com­
mittee of Experts; also that the stamps if perforated would have to be exactly the same size 
as those of France. The Minister of Colonies was agreeable to these points, and now sug­
gested to the Mint that since the time for the annual printing of colonial stamps was almost 
at hand perhaps the colonies should be supplied on schedule with about half of their require­
ments in Sage stamps and the other half later in the new type stamps. To this last proposal 
the Mint countered that the 1880 supply would have to come entirely from Sage printings as 
M. Dubois would require four months to prepare the dies and the Bank of France six months 
additional for printing the new type. Dubois proceeded with his task as soon as the Con­
sultative Committee approved his competence and recommended some changes in the design. 
Meanwhile, in early 1880, the Parliament appropriated money for the Ministry of Posts to 
buy the printing plant of the Bank of France, which naturally quickened the interest of that 
Ministry in the Dubois project. 

By May Dubois completed the dies, including the plugs with the numerals of denomina­
tion, and they were accepted by the Consulative Committee and the Mint. (Ultimately, 
in June 1890, the dies were deposited in the Naval Museum in Paris.) The 4,000 francs 
paid to M. Dubois for his work was charged to the accounts of the individual colonies by 
shares, New Caledonia and Cochinchina paying the most (533 fr); Martinique, Guadeloupe, 
Reunion and India 400fr each; St. Pierre-Miquelon, Guiana, and Senegal 266fr each and 
the others 13 3 fr each. 

The denominations included were the same as in the Sage issue; the 3c and 5 Fr. values 
in use in France were not adopted, but the 1 Fr dropped in 1878 was returned. 

Alas, M. Dubois' work, like that of Sage and Mouchon, did not result in an attractive 
stamp. There is some disagreement among philatelic sources as to description and inter­
pretation of the Dubois allegory, while official sources are silent about it. The seated figure 
THE COLLEC T O HS C L UB PHILATGLI S T. V OL. :JR . NO. 4 



FRENCT-I COLONIES 
might be a goddess representing France; she holds a tricolor in one hand and an olive branch 
in the other, a bale and some casks lie at her feet, while at left stands an anchor and a ship 
sails in the distance to the right (-whence the notion of some cataloguers that the design 
symbolizes "Navigation and Commerce"). Apart from the questionable taste and judgment 
in attempting to squeeze such a mess of symbols on one small stamp, the artist was unable 
to give his design a sufficient sense of coherence, life or beauty. The dark paper tints of 
the stamps also detract from the appearance of the design. 

Printing 
The stamps were produced in the government's newly-acquired Atelier de Fabrication 

des Timbres, presumably by the same processes and presses used for the contemporary Type 
II Sage issues, that is by surface printing from plates of three or six 50-subject electros 
(see Chapter IV) . The colonial stamps were still being printed in quantities small com­
pared to those made of most French Stamps, and it is conceivable that the original set of 
galvanos or plates took care of all the Dubois printings (1881-1891) without showing much 
wear or damage. For the lower denominations, however, of which 2 to 6 million copies each 
may have been printed, perhaps full or multiple plates were advantageously employed, while 
half-plates were sufficient for the rest. 

The dimensions of the stamp, arrangement of panes, galvanos and plates, control punches 
etc., were the same as for the Sage stamps. In October 1891 French (Sage) stamps began 
to appear with a number in the gutter between each pair of panes (opp. second row) to 
indicate the year of printing or millesime ("1" = 1891, "2"= 1892, etc.). Only a few 5c 
Dubois which happened to be reprinted in late 1891 are known with a millesime3 ("1"); 
no more Dubois printings were made because preparation of definitive issues for all the 
colonies was already envisaged by 1890. Millesime numbers were printed by means of 
ordinary copper type fastened into a space cut out between the panes.4 

The date of the first printing is usually cited as May 1881, but that appears rather to 
be the approximate time when the stamps first became available for sale or use in any colony. 
The printing must, therefore, have been completed several months or more earlier, which is 
also suggested by the availability of the dies since May 1880, the existence of proofs from 
1880, and the fact that the colonial stamps were customarily printed around December, 
January or February. 

We have no information as to whether all denominations were printed annually or some 
may have been made less frequently. It is reasonable to infer that at least the 30, 35, 75c 
and lfr values could be in the latter category as they are much scarcer and show fewer shades. 
The 75c in particular was probably not printed more than once or twice. The 20c was pro­
bably not reprinted after 1885 or 1886. Perhaps only a few large printings were made and 
the annual supplies often were drawn from reserve stocks; this is suggested by the apparent 
recurring shortages of some values in the colonies, sometimes extending over several years 
or more.o.iu (A D epeche Ministeriel of 23 Dec. 1887 reaffirmed, however, that annual 
stamp requisitions must reach Paris by September each year.) 

P e rfora t ion 
The perforation gauges 14 horizontally by 13 Yz vertically. It was done a half-sheet (150 

subjects) at a time by the machines used for French stamps since 1876, and is, therefore, 
identical with the perforations of the latter.4 Perforations cross the gutters only between 
panes with the same half-sheet, and at one end of the half-sheet (usually at top) extend 
some centimeters beyond the stamps creating a row of perforated blank labels. Although 
the perforation rows are rectilinear, a considerable degree of poor centering is very common 
on the Dubois issue owing to the small spacing between stamps and poor guidance control. 
Guide lines (crosses or vertical lines) for the perforating operation were printed by the plate 
above subject no. 5 and below subject no. 145 of each halfsheet. 

Of the various imperforates of the Dubois, only a few can be considered as possibly 
genuine perforation errors:-3 the imperforate pairs of the 1, 25, 35c and lFr, first reported 
in the press5 in early 1905, for example, and the lOc which was actually used for postage at 
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Fig . 50. Acknowledgment-of-receipt form for registe red mail, showing use of pair of Sc Dubois 
stamps to pay the fee for return receipt ; this was sent to the destinaire at Halifax a nd 
rei·urned signed to the sender at Guadeloupe, 1884. 

the St. D enis, Reunion, post office in 1887.U All others are certainly or very probably proofs 
of one type or another. 

Paper and Gum 

The printery used the same kinds of paper for the Dubois as for contemporary French 
and preceding colonial Sage stamps: varying from opaque to transparent, thick to thin, 
soft to hard and brittle. The combination of poor paper and poor centering has greatly 
limited the proportion of very fine copies of Dubois stamps, being in part responsible for 
their unpopularity. 

A white paper swck was always used. H owever, the press continued the practice of 
block printing a tint of the same color as the stamp over nearly the whole face of the sheet. 
From 1890 on, allegedly to prevent the use of the gutters for forgeries,* the color block was 
interrupted in the horizontal gutters between panes and a narrower band in the color of the 
stamp was printed by the plate along each gap thus made.4 On the thin transparent papers 
the face-tinting usually results in the paper appearing as though it were faintly colored. A 
few of the 75c is reported with the color block erroneously printed on back of the stamp. 
Until 1890 a thin white line interrupts the color block down the middle of the gutter between 
the half sheets on some printings. 

It is alleged that some sheets were sent to the colonies ungummed, which is very doubtful. 

Colors 

Each denomination is in the color used for the same value at the same time in France. 
All denominations show the range of variation in shade that would be expected in view of 
the printings having extended over a decade. Every value has at least two rather distinctive 
shades, representing differences whether in hue, chroma, or brightness, as well as in paper 
tint, analogous to those of the Sage and Group T ypes colonial issues. The 1, 2, 5, 15, 20 
and 25c yellow seem to have the most shades. The 25c was of course intentionally re-issued 
in 1886 in an entirely new color, corresponding to the change in the French 25c (reason un­
known). Both the 2c and 4c appear in two different hues of the paper tint distinct 
enough to find recognition in some general catalogues. The 5c, 25c yellow, 35c, 40c, 75c 

* Mr. S. G. Ri ch questions the validity of th is qu::isi "official" explanation ; 4 he believes 
that th e b.ars were in serted in the plates in order to rPcl uce the wea r at the edges of t he p a nes. 
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and lFr. have more subtle though often-noticed hue variations of the stamp color. However, 
our impression is that in general, variations of color appearance in the Dubois are due as 
much (if not more) to brightness of the paper tint as to the stamp color. No special study 
seems to have been given to the question of dating the shades. We believe this will be found 
rather fruitless unless documentary facts on the composition and date of each printing are 
discovered. Because large amounts of the stamps were disposed of out of course (overprint­
ing, philatelic use or holding, selling in post offices only after long delays, and other reasons), 
an analysis of used copies could be entirely misleading. Moreover, notes in the philatelic 
press during the 1880's and '90's reveal that while the shades of certain frequently (an- '
nually?) reprinted denominations (5c and 15c) varied definitely in prevailing shade from 
year to year, there was also apt to be almost as much range in shade within a single given 
large printing. 

Minor Varietie s and Proofs 3 

No significant plate varieties of the Dubois are reported; nor are there any very 
noticeably worn impressions, except for a few breaks in frame and background lines (25, 
40, & 75c). However, there are many poor impressions due to underinking and bad make­
ready. 

A number of perforation varieties or errors have puzzled experts for years. We refer to 
the imperforates (mentioned above under "Perforation") . In the first place, the ungummed 
imperforates in both issued and unissued shades and colors are known to be proofs of one 
sort or another; i. e., the die proofs in black without value and the color trials on white 
paper made and released in 1880 (-there are also perforated and gummed proofs in this 
series). Nor is there any confusion about the extremely rare artist's De Luxe proofs in 
issued colors on card, first made in 1880 (all denominations except the 25c yellow). But 
imperforate gummed pairs (on tinted paper) of the le, 25c, 35c, and lFr, reported5 in 
January 1905, have been widely accepted as true perforation errors; prior to that the known 
ungummed imperforates of all values had been regarded generally as proofs even when their 
colors approximated those of the issued stamps. This ad hoc dependence on the presence 
or absence of gum as a criterion does not perhaps deserve too much confidence, for some de­
gummed stamps are alleged to have been issued locally. During 1887r; a few lOc imperfs 
(gummed?) were used for postage at St. Denis, Reunion, a fact which some interpret as 
"proof" that certain of the various imperfs may be "errors" of the issued stamps. 

A once-alleged "reprint" of the 25c black in 1896 has not been verified in recent years. 
The millesime "1" of the 5c is an important variety, and quite rare. Use on letters of 

5c stamps cut out from Dubois-type envelopes, though unauthorized was apparently tolerated 
to some extent in Cochinchina during the 1890's and might be considered a "variety". 

The 75c is reported with the color tint printed on the back instead of the front. 
The "Specimen" overprints from Cochinchina have been seen on all but the 25c yellow 

(which may exist also). 

Forgeries 

Practically all the counterfeit Dubois stamps were made with forged overprints and 
cancellations to imitate various issues of individual colonies. These include the well-known 
lithographed Fournier products, and another "make" of unknown source. (Counterfeit over­
prints on genuine Dubois are also found.) The identifying features are described in 
Serrane7 and other works on forgeries . Dubois stamps per se have been too plentiful to 
attract fakers . However, in expertizing the overprinted Dubois issues it is necessary in 
many cases to have a good knowledge of the genuine Dubois stamp and especially of its 
proper cancellations. The Fournier sample books contained litho facsimiles of the 4c, 15c, 
20c, 25c, 75c and 1 Fr., imperf. or perf., very coarse and off-color imitations usually hand­
stamped "FAUX" or "FACSIMILE." 
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Cance Ila tions 

During the 1880's nearly 300 post offices existed in the French colonies and many of 
these used several or more styles of postmark.10 Thus in the absence of other attractive 
features it is not surprising that so many collectors find the cancellations to be practically 
the only source of interest in the Dubois issue. Lozenges, though still in general use at 
several offices in Reunion,* in this period are very exceptional (Guadeloupe, India) or non· 
exis tent from other colonies. French paquebot {seapost} cancellations11 are occasionally 
found on Dubois and eagerly collected thus by the knowing. "Army-correspondence" can· 
eels (actually in use since 1863) became more frequent on this issue and are of special 
interest.10 A few accidental or philatelic uses in France are seen. 

The cancellations reveal how much more widely distributed were the Dubois than pre· 
ceding issues. All colonies and most postoffices seem ultimately to have received at least 
a majority of the denominations, but no systematic studies of the matter are known to us 
except for de Ponyers rather tentative and incomplete lists (-most of Dr. Bouvet's extensive 
notes 9 •16 have not been published). Even the colonies newly established during the 1880's 
all used the Dubois to some extent. However, some denominations were very little used or 
withheld entirely from sale in certain colonies (see "Guadeloupe" below, and "Quantities 
Printed"). In Martinique the le was very rare before 1887, the 2c and 4c before 1892! In 
Reunion many values were not sold until late; and the le, 2c and 4c are not reported at all 
from New Caledonia.16 The accompanying Table of Relative Scarcity compiles what we 
have found but obviously we have little information on some colonies. 

In Senegal the military postoffices in the back country which lacked lozenges or dated 
postmarkers used a straightline "SENEGAL" mark for cancelling stamps; it was usually 
struck diagonally and so often as a favor on mint stamps that many collectors thought it 
was an overprint.3 Unfortunately for cancellation collectors a large amount of "used" 

* Duri11g the 1890's Duboi s stamps were also sometimes cancelled in Reuni on with a mark 
co ns isting of serifed capital "PP" in a circle of about.13 mm cl i~rn r t l' r. In the 1880's the "PD" 
in circ le or box was also occasiona lly used in Reunion to ca ncel Dubois. 

Fig. 51. Local letter Lamentin to Fort-de-France , Martinique, 1883, with 15c Dubois, the typical 
stamp for the inland rate. 
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TABLE OF 'RELAilVE Sc:ARCITY OtTHEDuao1~ lssur /1o1 THE VAR1ous CoLow1~s,ETc. . 

COLONY 1 c: 2. c: 4c. 5 c: IOc 15' 'W" 
25" 2.Sc 

3()c: 35< 40" 75< 1FR. YELL . ~AtK 

qUADELOUP!;.. (LOI) c s s c c L/C. c c c N/D N/O Nf/O YR YR 
~Ul~NA s vs vs s s s vs c c R vs s VR s 
MARTINIQUE... us L/S L/S c c c c c L/C vs s c VR s 
S1."P1ERRE. M1Q. YR 'R ~ s s s VR c s "R VR VR vs V3 
]iNIN (/88,-)(~LFED,qo111!1) s S? 5 7 $ 7 vs1 ~ "R 7 'R ? vs 'R ? 'R 1 51 R! "R ? 

Co114o(l81f-J(foiMER q11~) vs "R_? "R I VS ? vs vs VR 1 N s VS 7 VS 1 vs1 °R I vs1 
Con o' Oit(la&,_XNoitvC0~118'13·) x x x VR VR VR v VR VR x VR x x x fl 

GABON (1881-90) vs "R 'R vs vs vs ~ vs s 'R VS ? VS? 1( vs 
Oe.cc1<. (1884- ) x x x x x E x x VR VR VR E x x 

· ll1v1~11£s~uSuo(l6<%-)(<¥J111E11l8'll-) x x x VR VR VR x N VR x x x x x 
Se.NEG,AL 5 s .s c c c. c c. c VR vs vs vs vs 
SuDAN (18,1-) x x x x VR VR x VR VR x x x x x 

°REUNION (LO't) c c L/C. c c c c. L/VS c. L/S "R L/C. L/YS L/R 
AN:rOUfH~ (1892-) N N N N N N AE N N N N N NAE N 

])11~<00-Su111u.z (1886-) 'R vs vs VS vs 1\ t\ N s "R "R s "R vs 
MMA4ASC.AR (1883-) VR R vs c c s vs VR c s vs s vs c 
STE.MARIE J)E. MP.t>. )( x x VR VR VR VR VR VR. VR YR VR YR VR 
MfWOTIE-. (LDI) 5 s 5 5 s 5 s c c. s .5 c. s c. 
Noss1-Be'. ~ "R 1<. s s s s vs s 'R. s 5 l<. V.5 
lNDIR (Lot) c s s c c c vs c c ], s s ~ vs 

lJ~DO CHINP,(C.C.H IW-JIJ c 5 c c c c 'R c c c. s c. 5 c 
AwNAn~ToNKIN (1881-88) 5 c s c c c R 5 c s s 5 5 vs 
CAH?>OOIP, (1681 - 8~)· 5 s s c c c R s c s s s VS vs 
N EWCP.LE.DON IA NE/O 'tlf/D Nf/O s c c 'R. c c c s 5 5 s 
0c.EA1'11~ R R. 'R s s 5 R s s ~ ~ vs vs vs 
f1mm1 °?AQUEMT!! AYR. AVR AVR. AS AS AS AS AS AS AS A'S AS AVR AVS 
tRP.NCE-. N N N N N N N N AVR N N N N N 
(Lo!.)• loz.EN~Es Oc.c.ASIONALLY Use..D. 

·-

Dubois (of the 1-4c and 30-75c values especially) were cancelled-to-order in still-gummed 
sheets or panes at a certain few postoffices. A number of forged cancels, even phantom 
ones, are reported (Cayenne, Benin, Mayotte) , the work of merchants trying to satisfy the 
demand for " used" copies. 

According to the catalogues the 5-30c values are commoner used, the rest mint-the 
1-4c were probably purchased very heavily for philatelic purposes. 

Guadeloupe.-In this colony the Dubois are known postmarked from nearly all post­
offices of the period. Postmarks of the small offices are most likely to be seen on the 
5c, lOc, l 5c and 20c, being in fact rare on any other denominations. The coefficients 
in the appended Synoptic Table show the relative scarcity of different values and printings 
from Guadeloupe. N ote that the 30, 35, 40c and lFr were apparently withheld from sale 
as they are never seen cancelled in the right period (except perhaps the lFr). The le, 2c, 
and 4c were not postally much used before 1884, the lOc, 20c and 25c before 1883, the 15c 
before 1886. 

Although the overprinting of late 1891 was supposed to have taken the entire stock on 
hand in the colony, occasional commercial use of Dubois thereafter during the early 1890's is 
noted-these were likely stamps purchased by firms and individuals before the overprinting. 

The half-dozen types10 of circular dated postmarks in wide use during the 1880's in 
Guadeloupe are readily found on Dubois stamps; curious Type G lO with misspelling 
"Gouadeloupe", introduced in 1885, is the most interesting of these. We have not seen 
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Fig . 52. Registered local letter Ste.- Rose to Pointe-a-Pitre, Guadeloupe, 1885, 40c rate franked 
with strip of I Oc Dubois. (The 40c Dubois was not sold in Guadeloupe without overprint). 

many lozenges of the colony on Dubois excepting the "GPE" lozenge on low denominations-
1t 1s very rare. However, one may expect to find also the lozenges of Capesterre (G. P.) 
and of one or two other small offices, since they are found occasionally on Sage and Guade­
loupe stamps during the 1880's. 

Multiples 

Used multiples, if they once were common, are no longer so, except for pairs and strips 
of the low values, and for blocks with philatelic or to-order cancels. 

Mint blocks are generally commoner than used ones; and many large mint blocks or 
complete panes of 25 and 50 are known. 

Entires 

Covers with Dubois stamps are on the whole somewhat less plentiful than with earlier 
colonial issues, except perhaps the Sage. This is probably because after 1880 most business 
firms gave up the old custom of preserving their archives indefinitely and those firms which 
did save their correspondence destroyed the covers. Particularly rare are commercial frank­
ings with denominations 30, 35, 40, 75c, or lFr stamps. On account of the lower rates 
prevailing after 1878 the 25c franked most ordinary foreign letter mail, leaving the higher 
denominations to serve mainly for overweight letters, letters to non-UPU countries, regis­
tration and various special-purpose-rates (parcel post, 1882). At times 5c, lOc, 15c, 20c or 
25c stamps ran out of stock and combinations of other values were used in their place until 
new supplies arrived or overprints were made. 

Combinations of denominations and multiples were no longer so characteristic in the 
1880's as on earlier colonial mail, single denominations now being available for all the 
common rates. Combinations with Ceres or Sage stamps are seldom seen from most colonies, 
though Dubois combined with later colonial issues (overprints and Group type) are more 
frequent, particularly on covers addressed to stamp dealers and collectors around 1885-96. 
New Caledonia, Martinique, and Reunion perhaps originated mixed frankings in the 1880's 
more naturally than other colonies. 

Formula postcards of French Colonies, Cochinchina, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Senegal, 
and Ste.-Marie de Madagascar sold during the 1880's had Dubois stamps affixed ( lOc, or 
pair of 5c), in most cases at least. 
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Guadeloupe.-Dubois covers from this colony seem to be comparatively scarcer than they 
are from the other large colonies, because only the low denominations were available there 
and because so many Ceres, Sage and Guadeloupe stamps were also concurrently on sale. 
The single 25c was the usual stamp on foreign letters after 1882, the 15c on interior letters 
after 1885, the lOc on postcards and the 5c on circulars ( 1886-). Bouvet8•9 notes that the 
25c rate was usually franked at Pointe-a-Pitre by combinations of other denominations in the 
period around June-December 1883, which he claims is evidence of the shortage of 25c stamps 
that was given as the excuse for surcharging of "25c" on 35c Sage stamps later in 1884. We 
have seen, however, numbers of covers with the 25c in late 1883 and early half of 1884, but 
mostly from Basse-Terre to be sure. 

The 15c also regularly franked the "Army Correspondence" after 1885, scarce as it is. 
On the formula postcards of Guadeloupe sold during 1881-85 a lOc Dubois (or rarely a 
pair of 5c) was affixed by the postoffices; these cards are very scarce used, but common un­
used (most of the remainders lacking stamps) . 

Postal Stationery ~ . ~ - rn 

In 1885 and 1891 a series of postal cards, in 1885 and 1890 of letter cards, in 1888 
of wrappers, and in 1888 of envelopes, were issued imprinted with the vignettes of the Du­
bois Type, for use in all colonies. Although formula postcards had been first issued exper­
imentally for the colonies in 1876, and for Reunion in 1874, one to three years after such 
cards were first tried in France, the Dubois stationery appeared with a lag of seven years 
after stamped stationery was introduced in the mother country. 

Apparently such ample quantities of the Dubois stationery were printed that very large 
unused remainders of some items were on hand in 1892 when each colony ordered new sets 
of stationery in the Group Type. Used Dubois stationery is in fact not very common; and 
with several exceptions it is much easier to obtain unused. Many of the used pieces are 
philatelic. Dubois or colony stamps were often added to make up higher rates (there being 
no 25c envelope, e.g.). 

Presumably some varieties of the Dubois stationery were supplied to all the colonies; 
but the 1885 issues and the scarcer letter cards were not so widely distributed. (Guadeloupe, 
Martinique, Reunion, Senegal, Ste. Marie de M., and Cochinchina had their own series of 
formula postcards printed between 1874 and 1888 which are found used as late as the 1890's.) 
Seven colonies overprinted the vignettes on certain Dubois stationery in 1891-92 to convert 
it to definitive issues: Obock, Benin, Diego Suarez, New Caledonia, Guiana, St. Pierre­
Miquelon, and Tahiti. Also in Cochinchina they overprinted a small quantity with the word 
"Specimen" and new values in cents, to inform the public of the equivalences in local cur­
rency. The handstamp "SENEGAL is merely a cancel (see "Cancellations", above). 

A list of the Stationery issued follows:­

Postcards: 
lOc black on lilac (1885) (shades; and two die types of the vignettes) 
lOc black on chamois (1891) (scarce used) 
lOc+ lOc reply card, opening at top, black on blue (1885) (scarce) 
lOc+ lOc reply card, opening at bottom, black on blue (1885) 

Letter Cards: 
These come in three types of perforation-

Type A has only the side perforations extending out to the margins; 
Type B has the perforations of both sides and the bottom extending out to the 

margins; 
Type C has no perforations extending out to the margins. 
15c blue on gray (Type A), gummed (1885) (scarce) 
15c blue on green (Type A), ungummed ( 1885) (very rare) unfolded 
15c blue on blue or gray-blue (Type B) (1885) 
15c blue on green (Type B) (1885) (rare) 
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Fig. 53. Letter from Guadeloupe to France, 1884, with 25c yellow Dubois prepayi ng the UPU rate. 
(Note t hat th is is from the period when the 25c overprinted on 35c S-a ge stamps were available 
also for this rate from Guadeloupe). 

25c black on rose (Type A) (1885), ungummed (rare) unfolded 
25c black on rose (Type B) (1885) (scarce) 
Variety: impression of stamps on both front and back sides (extremely rare) 
15c blue on pale gray (Type C) (1890) 
25c black on rose (Type C) ( 1890) 

Envelopes: (all 1888) 
5c green (116x76mm) 
Variety: vignette cut out and used pasted-up on cover as a stamp 
l 5c blue ( l 16x76mm) on gray-blue, bluish and blue 
15c blue (1 23x96mm) on gray-blue and blue 
15c blue (147xl l2mm) on gray-blue, bluish, and blue 

Wrappers: (all 1888)-size 320x5lmm; lines across bottom and top of face of wrapper 
le black on buff 
2c brown-red on buff 
3c vermillion (red-orange) on buff 
4c brown-violet on buff 
5c green on buff 

The Overprints 

About 4,958,000 of the Dubois, accounting for perhaps an eighth of the total printed, 
were surcharged for use in individual colonies. Because the quantities and distribution of 
the overprints are to a large extent known and may throw some light on the original printing 
quantities of the Dubois as well as on their distribution (about which we have no official 
data at all), and on their use, it seems desirable to examine the matter here. 

The vast majority of the numerous colonial overprints of 1880-1895 were on Dubois 
stamps (-only about 392,000 were on Sage and 141,000 on the first three general issues). 
The overprinted Dubois present a rather distasteful group for the average collector, with 
their dark paper tints, poor centering, and brittle paper, their many seemingly-unnecessary 
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Fig. 54. Cover from St. Pierre-Miquelon to Halifax, 1889, with 25c black Dubois . 

often rare and much-forged varieties difficult to expertize, and their generally philatelic in­
spiration. The earlier overprints ( 1881-86) were apparently justified by genuine shortages 
of certain needed Dubois values.12 But philatelic demand induced the colonies to exploit the 
idea, for which they soon found sanction in the guise of a Ministerial policy ( 1890-) to 
convert to definitive issues (on account of the differences in exchange rates between colonies). 
It would appear that the Ministry preferred to use up all the Dubois stamps, constructively 
if possible, but anyway profitably, rather than to destroy any remainders. 

The formal period of use of the Dubois extended from 1881 to 1891 or 1892, when all 
colonies stocked the new Group Type, though later use was not prohibited in any way. 
However, the Dubois consumption was not unrestricted during these 11 years, for the actual 
use was much less than the potential, first because there were large remainders of the previous 
issues used concurrently with it, next because overprints were made during the 1880's, and 
finally because the stocks on hand were largely overprinted in 1890-92 in anticipation of the 
definitive issues. Actually some colonies still retained considerable stocks of Dubois until 
1894 (latest overprints), but little postal use is noted after 1892, except philatelic. The 
Dubois overprinted in wholesale fashion in 1891-92 were in some cases probably not just 
accumulated remainders from the past regular annual allotments to colonial postoffices, but 
extra supplies sent out or ordered from Paris in 1890-91 with the idea of overprinting in 
mind-St. Pierre at least, obtained and overprinted about 800,000 in this way, and we suspect 
Obock, Nossi-Be, Diego Suarez, and Tahiti may have done likewise. 

In the accompanying tables we present our estimates of quantities overprinted by de­
nomination and colony. Quantities issued of the majority of the overprints are known from 
the official decrees4 •13 and we have roughly estimated the rest by correlating the catalogue 
prices with the known printings. Since about 2,700,000 of the total is covered by known 
printings, the error of our grand total ( 4,958,000) is not likely to be off by more than 
500,000 or so. Note that the 20c red-on-green is the most overprinted value by far; this is 
explained by the fact that the reduction of the internal letter rate to 15c in 1878-1886 caught 
the postal system with big stocks of 20c that were no longer needed. The 25c yellow on the 
other hand figures very little ( 13,300) among the overprints as it was nearly used up before 
most of the overprinting took place. The 35c overprinted total 90,000, the other values 
running from 92,000 to 1,103,500. We will use these figures in the next Section to guide 
us in estimates of the Dubois totals printed. 
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Fig. 55. Guadeloupe local cover of 1893, the I Sc rate franked with unusual combination of Dubois 
and overprinted Dubois; the Dubois stocks at the main office were all overprinted in 1891, but 
small offices may have still had some in stock in 1893. Moreover in Guadeloupe as in many other 
colonies the 2c and 4c Dubois were mostly used very late, if at all. 

As for the overprintings by colony, it is not surprising that the larger colonies had more 
stamps to overprint and the smaller colonies less ; only St. Pierre (with more than Martinique) 
is far out of line in this respect (see above). When Tahiti exceeds Indochina, and Obock, 
Diego-Suarez, and Nossi-Be are only somewhat less, one wonders what it means; however, in 
this case Indochina's total is abnormally small for such a large colony. Of the older colonies 
only Mayotte refrained from making overprints in this period. It is interesting to note that 
some of the colonies which were not well established until the mid-1880's figure prominently 
in the overprint quantities: Obock, Diego-Suarez, Benin, Congo, Annam-and-Tonkin, and 
Madagascar-was it because they were stocked late and had little time or commerce to use 
them before 1892? Then why didn' t Guinea, Ivory Coast, St. Marie and Cambodia over-
print? 

Dubois Stamps 011erprinted: Estimated Quantities by D enomination-
D enomination Quantities 

Postage Fiscal 
le 533,500 3,500 
2c 403,000 
4c 221,000 
5c 493,500 10,000 

lOc 374,500 
15c 336,000 
20c 1,103,500 
25c yellow 13,300 
25c black 838,000 8,500 
30c 120,000 10,000 
35c 87,000 3,000 
40c 151,000 6,000 
75c 88,500 3,500 
lfr 148,500 

Totals: fiscal 47,000 47,000 
postage 4,911,000 
grand 4,958,000 
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Fig. 56. Combination of Dubois and overprinted stamps making 50c ·double-rate, Martinique to 
USA, 1891. 

Estimated Quantities O verprinted by Colony: 

Colony 

Guadeloupe 
Reunion 
St. Pierre-Miquelon 
Martinique 
New Caledonia 
Oceania (Tahiti) 
Indochina: 

Annam & Tonkin 
Cochinchina 
Total 

Guiana 
Obock 
Diego-Suarez 
Nossi-Be 
Benin 
Congo 
Madagascar 
Gabon 
Senegal 
Soudan 
India* 

Totals: fiscal 
postage 
grand 

Quantities 

Postage Fiscal 
1,320,000 
1,100,000 

820,000 
700,000 
260,000 
135,000 

116,850 
105,000 
95,000 
63,000 
58,000 
38,000 
33,700 
29,400 
20,300 
15,000 

1,950 

47,000 
4,911,000 
4,958,000 

28,000 

6,000 

13,000 

47,000 

98,500 
8,000 

• J 11 addit ion sonic 5, 10, 25, 40, 75c a.11 d Hr were su l'C hargcd "PONDICHEHY" in 1892 
but 11 c,·e r issued - we ha,·c 110 indication of t he quantities involved (Marcon11ct ) . 
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Fig. 57. Dubois IOc postcard used from Gu adeloupe to Switzerland, 1894. 

Quantities Printed and Their Distribution 

Nothing documentary is know about the quantities printed. One can fairly assume 
that five to ten times as many must have been printed as overprinted, since it was mainly 
the last one or two year~ allotments that were overprinted. Therefore the lower denomina­
tions ( l-20c) were printed in amounts of 2 to 5 million each, the 25c's about 3 or 4 million 
each, and the rest about 500,000 to l million each. 

We do not question that all colonies probably received the Dubois, even Cote d'Or 
(Ivory Coast} , Rivieres du Sud (Guinea} , Sainte-Marie-de-Madagascar, and Cambodia, 
which do not show among the overprinters. Whether they all received every denomination 
is another matter. When we study the denominations overprinted colony by colony, it 
appears that only New Caledonia overprinted all stamps including the 25c yellow; Benin, 
Guadeloupe, Guiana, and St. Pierre overprinted all but the 25c yellow. Reunion did not 
overprint the lOc, 25c yellow and 30c; not Tahiti the 30 and 40c; O bock the 20, 25c yellow 
and 30c; Diego-Suarez the 25c yellow and 40c; Nossi-Be the 5 and 25c's. The rest of the 
overprinting colonies treated only a few values, but as we know that these colonies used some 
or all of the other values, no inferences can be drawn from their overprints. In the case 
of Guadeloupe, the 30, 35 and 40c were never put on sale though they were overprinted and 
therefore must have been on hand-could some of the other colonies have done likewise with 
values they had little or no need for? 

Guadeloupe.-We think the proportion of the total sent to Guadeloupe may have been 
as great as ~~ th (compared with I / 10th for Sage}, and perhaps a fourth of these in turn 
were never sold there as such but overprinted during 1889-91. The fact that Guadeloupe 
overprinted more than any other colony does not mean it stocked or used the most; a larger 
part of its allotment was overprinted than in case of most other large colonies (Martinique, 
New Caledonia, Indochina, e. g.), owing to the overages of Ceres and Sage and withholding 
of the 30, 35 and 40c from sale . Martinique certainly used more than Guadeloupe, though 
it overprinted less, and may have even stocked less. 
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Fig. 58. Dubois 25c lettercard used from Guadeloupe fo Holland, 1890; the sealed margins have 
been torn off along the perforations. 

Some Dubois values, the 15c and 75c at least, apparently were not sold in Guadeloupe 
before 1885 or 1886, presumably owing to the Ceres and Sage held over; but there is no 
reason to doubt that the 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 20 and 25c were put on sale when first issued in 
1881 , even though for the next several years Ceres or Sage of these values also were still 
on hand and sold. Until 1885 the Ceres and Sage remainders were being used equally if 
not more frequently than these Dubois . The small Guadeloupe overprinted issue of 1884 
(on Sage stamps) did not see much postal use although it was justified in the Governor's 
decree by an alleged shortage of 20 and 25c Dubois.4 •9 In 1889 Guadeloupe began over­
printing Dubois stamps in large quantities, again allegedly because of temporary shortages 
of certain Dubois denominations, but actually we believe8 more from political and com­
mercial (i.e., philatelic) motives.12 The 20c was overprinted first, because a change in the 
internal letter rate to 15c in 1886 had left little further need for it. Then later in 1889 the 
le, 30c, and 40c were overprinted; the le was probably overstocked, but the 30 and 40c were 
values which had never been put on sale unoverprinted. It is interesting to note that the 
new values created by the 1889 overprinting were 5, 10, 15, and 25c (these already existing 
in the Dubois) and a 3c which did not exist in the Dubois set. We have not noted any 
evidence that the Dubois 5, 10, 15 and 25c were short in early 1889; and we believe that 
creation of these commonly-used values by surcharging only served to reduce the quantities 
of the equivalent Dubois values that had to be ordered for next year's needs. In fact, a large 
part of these overprints went into philatelic channels and the Dubois continued to meet most 
postal requirements. Early in 1891 the lOc and lFr were overprinted with new value of 
5c; this overprinting is in the same category with the 1889 one-the lFr being one of the 
values hardly used at all in unoverprinted state. 

Finally, later in 1891, the entire stock of all the denominations on hand (no 25c yellow) 
was converted by overprinting without change of denomination, ending the use of Dubois 
in the colony. This issue was extensively used for regular postal purpose as no other stamps 
were available until late 1892, when the Group type arrived. The postoffices undoubtedly 
had been holding for years part of the stocks overprinted in 1891, but they also must have 
obtained additional Dubois supplies of some values (from late printings) even after the 
same values had been overprinted in 1889-90. The overprints of 1891 are found on nearly 
all the shades and thus may have included remainders of all printings sent to Guadeloupe be­
tween 1881 and 1891 except the 25c yellow. 
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Adding up these various considerations one can readily understand why the Dubois issue 
is hardly any commoner from G uadeloupe than the Sage issue. - ' 

In the appended Synoptic T able note that the 30c, 35c and 40c are not found used at 
all , while the 75c and lFr are very rare. 

5YNOPT\ C. IAeLE. OF 1He. ALYHE.'e. Du.e.01s Issue...... 

(If ~l-'3il0F -RE.NC.H CoLON\E.S AsUse.olN ~UADE.L.OOPE-. 

~EHOl1 flfiw.1>11n. CoLO'R OF SiF\MP "* "P~PC.R ~PE <•l 
\NNION OF~IGNTINC. (SHADES) ScARCllY 

1 c. (EARLY ::lJLllCK ON DUSKY '1\RF\ Y -l!>LUE-. 3 
1881) ' ON LI G,H1 G.RAY-f!LUE-. 2 

" ON LI G,H1 BLOISH-C.RAY 2 
" ON :?>LU15H- G,RAY 2 

NoHi qREEN \5H 1>11Pe:~ AR.cCHEM \CALCHA~e.L1uc.s 
VP.RI ETY; IMl'ERFORl\TE:, W1THqUM (IN °PAIR5) -

c"" (EARLY }ARI< °Rl!DOl.!>H- Bli!OWIJ OIJ LllO,H1 YELLOW-e>UFF 3 
1881 ) °REOD l 5H ·BRO\J~ ON VE.RY U~fflTh PAL!. YELLOW - BUFF 2 

L1G,H1" RfODl5H-llROWN ON ?ALE YELLOW ?. 
BRolJNIS>l "li: e.o ON VER.Y PALE "c.Re.AM' " 4c. (EARLY BROWNISH- LILA<:. ON VE.RY PP.LL G,RF\Y- f!LU E.. 4 

1881) ])e.EP BR.OUJN \ 51-l U LF\<:. ON PF\LJ;. E!>LU ISH-G,RF\Y 6 
°bARI( BRO\JN\5H LILA<:. ON VERY PALE <".RAY 4 

5c (EARLY ~RE.E.N ON VE.RY L \ '1\HT ~RE.Ell ~ 

1881) ~RE.E}J ON "PALE. ~REEN 4 
(\REEN ON LIG,HT G,Rt.E.N I 
])E EP G.R.l!.l!.W 0 N ~Rl!E.N I 

VARIETY; M1LLESIME · 1· ?(r~RV RARI) 

!Oc. (fARLY :BLA<:.K ON L\G,H1 LAVEN DE.R I 
\88\) BLf'l<:.t<:ON L1c.HTG,ltF\YISH LAVEN DER I 

:BLFICJ<. ON PALI!. IZO:>E.-LI LAC.. 3 
Ncnc;~R~ENl5H l'P.Pe.11:.5 Ai!e C11e.M1c11L C~F11JG,e.L1uc;,s 

VAR. I ETy: TR"'l.l-5P!>.R.E..N1"?APl!.R - ? 
188(,0R'81 VAR \ e..iY: I MPERFORATE (USED ) -

Nott(1):Sc:.ARC.\iY"Pos1MRRKEO IN ~UO:.DE LOUPE °'REumvETo 

0THE'R "?RINilNGIS,5 1-H~DE.S A1.io ])e.1JoM\ N R11ous 

('1' ~THE. (OMMO}JE.ST) --

The second pa rt of this t able foll ows o n the ne xt pag e 

References 

1. P. Bouvet : "L a Dentelure des Timbres Poste Colonia ux et le 'Nouveau Type' de 1881 
('f ype Alphee Dubois ) ," Selecl'ion (Miro, Paris ) , No . 11, April 1953, pp . 3-6. 

2. P. Bouvet: "Emissions a 'l'ype' Uniq ue des Colonies P rancaises - Type 'Alphee Dubois'," 
L'Echo lle la Timbrologie, 1935, pp. 1093-1094. 

3. E . Loca rd : Les Emissions Generales cles C olon·ies - Catalogiie Doc11mentaire. L yon, 1944. 
4. Yve rt ct Tell ier : Catalogiie Ji'ra,nce et Colonies, P t. II Colonies. A miens, 1936. 
5. A1n. J 11., 1905. 
6. T·imbre Foste, 1887 (on use of Dubois im perforates in Reun ion). 
7. P . Scrrane: Valle Mecum cle Speciaz.i>Ste-Expert en T inibres P ost es lle L 'Eiirope . N ice, 

1926 . ( Engl. summa ry on gc 11 . issues in France anll Col. Phil., V ol. II, No. 2). 
8. M. Cluticsa a nd P. P a n11 et ier : "Les Premi eres Surcha rges de la Martin ique, J uin 1886," 

L ' Echo lle la T inibrolog·i,e, No. 1191, 20 P eb. 1953, pp. 63 -65 ; No. 1192, 31 March 
1953, p . 119. 
THE COLLECT ORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 38, NO. 4 193 



FRENCI-I COLON I ES 
1sc. [ARLY I Ml BLul!. ON VERY Pl\LE. eLUIL. 1 
1803? ]e_e_p BLUI! ON Vl!.RY PALL !!!>LUI!-. 3 
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IBB1-'M Bu>.cic: ON VERY L1co111 - LILAc ""Ro.=.e..... (. 
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N OTE : The Postage D ue Stamps of 1884-1893-1905 (Scott Nos. Jl-J 34) have already 
been discussed in our a rtic le in this journal , vol. 25, no. 3, 1946, pp. 115-122. Some notes 
on the use of these in Guadeloupe will appea r elsewhere. 

CHAPTER VI. 
THE SEMI-POSTAL ISSUES OF 1943-44 (SCOTT'S Nos. 81-88) 

The Free-French Administration (Comite Francais de la Liberation Nationale-France 
Combattante} issued in late 1943 and early 1944 eight semi-postals with very high surtaxes 
for the benefits of patriots, combattants, refugees and aviation. They were printed by litho­
graphy, Scott Bl in England and the rest by V . Heintz in Algiers. There are five designs, 
one, of which served for three and the rest for a single denomination. Actually only one 
of the designs (Scott B2} is inscribed "France d'Outre-Mer"; most of the set is, therefore, 
not specifically colonial except in a de facto sense, since at the time of issue the motherland 
was yet to be liberated. The stamps were sold by the Free-French Committee headquarters 
in England and elsewhere, then later in France. Whether they were ever on sale in some or 
all colonies is not known to us. Practically all cover and used copies seen are philatelic, and 
we suspect these stamps (on or off cover) were generally sent to the colonies by philatelists 
and philatelic merchants rather than purchased in colonial post offices. The panes of 
Scott Bl were bordered with a wide selvage imprinted with a large cross of Lorraine opposite 
each stamp; it had no franking significance but was frequently used se-tenant. 

(The End ) 
INDORE (Continued from Page 173) 

Fig. 3. An issue No. 6 of the 4th year dated Monday, 17th July, 1876, four weeks 
later to the previous exhibit, a fortuitous acquisition. To me this infers that the original 
collector of the pieces thus hoped to record the paper's progress for posterity. Well, this 
will now be done. Here we have an entirely new format with the main headlines on front 
page changed to English, the Marathi equivalent being given below, expressed in the Asadha 
Vadya era, year 1286. 

Fig. 4. This is dated Monday, 25th June, 1877, a year later. Incidentally, the 
publishing year of the "Gazette" is from July to June inclusive. The new format con­
tinues with the impressive addition of the coast-of-arms of the Holkar dynasty. There is 
one change in the English heading: SIRCAR hitherto so spelled, is now written SIRKAR. 
I mention this as showing how punctilious the editorial staff had become, as also in the 
shapes of the Marathi numerals. Experts on first viewing the postmark year-dates on a 
few of my "1889 Provisionals" pieces placed them in the "sixties" which has some significance 
being further proof of the prevailing vagueness of the "written word" of the period, to say 
the least. 

Fig. 5. This issue is dated Monday, 22nd August, 1881, and is important. It carries 
a sizable remains of a postal-label with, on the lower line, the Marathi for Rampura. (See 
also comment Fig. 20). I have ventured to put up this problem to the Marathi expert­
who helped me previously-with a suggested reconstructed sheet of postal labels each 
bearing on their right and at foot a straight line. These lines were perhaps for the purpose 
of facilitating separation of each label. 

Speaking generally, I continue to hope that the help for which I have asked may be 
accorded me, with perhaps further documentary evidence. The build-up can be but gradual 
and I am personally much handicapped by not being able to run up to town except on very 
rare occass10ns. 

In conclusion, I feel that the time has come for me to confess to a feeling of despon­
dency at the attitude prevailing to the stamps of the-at one time-very important Indian 
State of Indore. A State-the centre of a network of "intelligence" both Military and 
Political-which well played its part in preventing an earlier disintegration of the Indian 
Empire, at least postponing it for the best part of a century. 
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Meeting of March 18, 1959 

Liberia 

Wednesday evening, March 18th, saw the third and final showing of General Cor­
nelius W. Wickersham' s large Liberia holdings. The exhibition and lecture rounded out 
and complemented the two previous showings in past years of earlier Liberian material. 
This last section, comprising the issues of 1909 to 1919, encompassed general, registration 
and official stamps, including full sheets, large blocks, and many extreme rarities. In 
addition, General Wickersham showed postage dues and some very interesting covers, 
spanning both the 19th and 20th centuries. 

The General prefaced his talk with a brief sketch of this fascinating African country 
founded 130 years ago as a refuge for emancipated African slaves from the United States, 
and touched on its strange culture composed of native African and American ideas. Since 
the vast majority of the towns and population lie along the coast, it was pointed out, town 
marks emanating from anywhere in the interior are quite scarce and are difficult to find. 

Beginning with the very beautiful pictorial issue of 1909, the General showed in addition 
to full sheets, some quite remarkable die proofs and plate proofs also in sheet form. Many 
of these proofs contained the original written notation by the Liberian postal authorities in 
their margins . 

.,..... ..... 't ~ - ~. - ... .,..,., "'.') 
'o -..J ~ % - ii&- ; .. '+._; \..2.. 

n:- ..,.,.,,~~tr_ at ;J ~ii'''*-~>' ·-
~ 

• 

Fig. I. The 24c of 1880 used on cover March 19, 1889 to Freetown, Sierra Leone. 
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Fig . 2. The 1903 Provisional, 20c on 32c g ree nis h blue, on a re gi ste re d cover from Buc hanan 
postmarked Arpil 28, 19 12 to Philade lphia, Pa . ( Phot os b y Boutrelle) 

Among the many remarkable pieces in the frames were such curious and interesting 
items as a sheet printed on both sides of the 8 cent value and many strange printing varieties. 
They were all the more unusual because these were printed by none other than the extremely 
careful and accurate Perkins Bacon Co., printers and engravers of some of the finest British 
stamps. 

Moving on through the other issues, the General pointed out such extraordinary errors 
as a block of the 1918 Red Cross issue with the red of the red cross omitted, another with an 
extreme shift of the red, a curious block in which the left hand stamps had no cross and 
the right hand stamps no overprint, plus such varieties as a double red cross, no frame, 
inverted surcharges and others. 

While discussing the Registration stamps of 1919, the General called attention to such 
anomalies as reversed die proofs, the largest tete-beche in the world, gutter vignettes, 
misplaced centers, a printing in which the frames appear on the back of the sheet of stamps. 
Next, a most unusual plate, used to put the watermark in the paper used for the postage 
dues, was shown as well as die proofs on these issues. General Wickersham noted that 
covers bearing these stamps are ultra rare , never having seen or heard of any. However, 
it is his belief that they must exist. 

Among other strange errors in the frames was a large block of the 1910-12, 10 cent 
triangle with the "3c Inland Postage" overprint to be found in every conceivable posi tion. 
The surcharges appear across the stamps, on back of the stamps, diagonally, and sometimes 
not at all. 

Bringing the General's talk to a close was his display of representative covers of both 
the 19th and early 20th centuries. As was pointed out, postally used covers from this 
country are truly difficult to come by and these were unusual as well as scarce. (Figs. 1 and 2) 
Among them was a fine combination cover utilizing the 1885 numerals with a paid Liver­
pool Packet cachet to the West Indies. Another of much interest bore official stamps 
which were overprinted with the word "ordinary" by handstamp. Hardly ever seen on cover, 
these overprints were uti lized to get rid of a surplus stock of official stamps through the 
regular mails. (Fig. 3) 

Following the lecture G eneral Wickersham was presented with a certificate of 
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Fig. 3. The "Ordinary" overprints , three on the official stamps, on a cover from Monrovia May 30, 
1903 to Boston, Mass. The second stamp from the right on the top has a "double overprint." 

appreciation by President Haverbeck for what certainly made a fitting climax to a most 
comprehensive series of talks on one of the more curious and certainly fascinating of stamp­
issuing countries. (Ira Zweifach) 

Meeting of April 15, 1959 

Annual Competition and Awards Night 

The planning for this evening started far in advance, while the actual work began as 
early as February. The Program Committee under the Chairmanship of Louis Stich com­
menced processing Entry forms and shortly thereafter the actual exhibits began arriving. 
The week of April 13th to 17th was to be Open House, so members had to volunteer to act 
as host or hostess while the Exhibit Hall was open daily. Mrs. Rae Ehrenberg efficiently 
attended to this. On Sunday, April 12th, The Program Committee met to mount 52 col­
lections. This hard work was completed in five hours time. The same dedicated group of 
volunteers returned on Saturday, April 18th to dismount, rewrap the exhibits and see that 
all were ready to be returned to their owners. The whole operation from the first mail 
notice to all members until the exhibits left the clubhouse required hundreds of hours of 
co-operative work by a few members. 

The exhibit was opened on Monday, April 13th and many members and visitors came 
to view the frames during the week. Mrs. Rae Ehrenberg, Messrs. Alan R. Fernald, Edwin 
E. Elkins, Henry M. Goodkind and Fred Kahn acted as the hostess and hosts. 

The main ceremonies took place on Wednesday, April 15th. 1958 had seen one of the 
largest crowds ever to come to 22 East 35 Street. But this year's turnout exceeded the 
last one. From the time that the exhibit opened at 1 p. m. until the last person departed 
late in the evening, well over 150 people viewed the exhibits and stayed for the formal 
ceremonies that took place on the second floor lounge, starting at 8 p. m. 

The meeting opened with the Program Chairman, Louis Stich presenting Certificates of 
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Appreciation to the members of the Program Committee, who well deserved this token 
recognition for all their hard work. These were presented to Messrs. Bernard T. Aron­
stein, John L. Briggs, Jr. , Henry M. Goodkind, Nathan Hals, Fred Kahn, Maurice Tripet, 
Sol Whitman and Mrs. Rae Ehrenberg. 

The next event of the evening was the presentation of The Collectors Club Medal for 
the best display and lecture during 1958. The recipient chosen by the vote of the members 
of The Program Committee was Malcolm G. O'Reilly for his "Irish Stew" as described in 
Vol. 38 page 75 of this magazine. 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST MEDAL for the best article published in this magazine 
in 1958 was to have been presented by Mr. John R. Boker, Jr., the Chairman of The Awards 
Committee. In his absence, Mr. Winthrop S. Boggs, a member of The Editorial Board, 
presented this medal to our President, Harrison D. S. Haverbeck for his articles on The 
India Feudatory States. Mr. Bogg's remarks about Mr. Haverbeck were enjoyed by the 
large audience for their informality. Since these two philatelists have been close friends for 
so many years, the anecdotes related were very well received. The story of how they first 
met over twenty years ago, when Mr. Boggs was working for Eugene N. Costales on Nassau 
Street, and a young man walked in asking if he could buy India and Tibet stamps, is a joy to 
hear. Philately should record more of these human interest stories-how well-known phil­
atelists started collecting, their contacts with others over the years and some amusing 
anecdotes definitely should escape into print upon occasion. This would make stamp publi­
cations more lively reading. 

Next came the annual practice of presenting the handsomely bound leather book with 
names stamped in gold on the complete Vol. 37 of THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST to 
the members of The Editorial Board, for their conscientious work and writings during 1958. 
The editor presented these to Messrs. Boggs, Haverbeck, Edwin Mueller and Stich . The 
volume for H enry M. Goodkind, the editor, was handed to him by President Haverbeck 
along with some very complimentary remarks about the achievements made by Mr. Goodkind 
since THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST began to be edited by him. The presentation of 
the 1958 volume marked the tenth presented to Editor Goodkind and The Editorial Board, 
one that has served with almost the same members since 1948. 

Then came an unannounced portion of the Award Program that took all the recipients 
completely by surprise. Some years ago, The Board of Governors unanimously passed a 
resolution that the president may recommend special award to any member, who in the 
opinion of the officers, has rendered exceptional service to The Collectors Club. There have 
been members on The Program Committee for many years, who have not only acted as hosts 
and hostesses, but before every regular meeting assist the exhibitor in mounting his material 
and then when the lecture has concluded, help with the dismounting. The same few 
people have done this most helpful voluntary work for years without urging. Therefore, 
with most appropriate prefactory remarks for the club's deep appreciation for these continual 
services, the president presented Collectors Club Medals to Fred Kahn and Mrs. Rae Ehren­
berg, engraved trays to Maurice Tripet and Sol Whitman. Finally, a handsome, engraved 
vacuum-lined ice-bucket was tendered to Stanley R. Rice not only for his work as The 
Chairman of the Entertainment Committee, but also for his unpublicized philanthropy to 
assist in financing some of our more expensive publications and renovations in the Exhibit 
Hall. (See illustrations). 

Because Past President Jacob S. Glaser was in Florida at the time of the Annual 
Meeting in January, when the framed specially engraved Honorary Membership scrolls 
were presented, the president handad Mr. Glaser's frame to him at this gathering of April 
15, 1959. 

This concluded the Awards part of the evening . 

• 
Mr. Lawrence L. Shenfield, Chairman of the Board of Judges for the 1959 Collectors 

Club Members Competition, was called upon to announce the winners. The other members 
of this judges' panel were Messrs. H erbert ]. Bloch, W. S. Boggs, Albert H. Higgins and 
Stanley R. Rice. They had been instructed to select one Grand Award, six Major Awards 
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of Equal Merit of silver trays (see page 74 of Vol. 38 No. 2 of THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

PHILATELIST) and as many Certificates of Merit as they deemed appropriate in view of the 
quality of the exhibits. 

The 1959 exhibits were of high calibre. Most all, who viewed them, were unanimous 
in their praise, stating that quality-wise this year's surpassed those of 1957 and 1958. It 
was not only the material itself that caused so much favorable comment, but the attractive 
manner in which most of the exhibitors wrote up their album pages. The recent popular 
tendency for gaudy art work dwarfing the stamps was lacking. As a rule, the write-up was 
limited to a necessary minimum. The exhibitors wisely allowed their stamps and covers to 

"speak for themselves". 
Another factor obvious to those examining the exhibits was the number of covers shown. 

There is no doubt that as each year passes, more philatelists are seeking stamps on covers. 
Also when developing a country's collection, this commences with interesting old, hisnrical 
covers from the pre-adhesive stamp period. 

The following are judges' decisions. The seven exhibits that garnered the major awards 
are described in more detail: 

GRAND AWARD 

Hong Kong and Treaty Ports. George E. Burghard, New York, N. Y. 
Most of the material shown in the best collection on exhibition had been displayed by 

Mr. Burghard on November 10, 1958 and was described in detail on pages 43 to 48 in the 
January 1959 number of this magazine. 

The outstanding Macao cover mailed February 6, 1871 to Lisbon, Portugal with 31 
copies of the 96c; the very scarce 1870 4c Crown C. C. perforated 12 Yz and the only known 
96c olive bistre on cover were shown. Pre-adhesive postmarks of "China" 1834 and 1835, 
the large "Macao" circular and others plus the Shanghai, Nagasaki and Hiogo cancellations 
on stamps completed this exhibit that the judges selected as the best in the show. 

MAJOR AWARDS (of Equal Merit) 

Bremen Covers showing the Rates of the Postal System. Arthur Salm, Chicago, Ill. 
Nine exceptionally fine covers comprised this exhibit. The 5gr. rose of 1856 used 

from Bremen to Hamburg, the 7gr. yellow of 1860 (Scott Nos. 2-3), the 5sgr. green (Scott 
4) on cover to London dated July 12, 1865 were shown. · With the 1861-63 issue, the 2gr. 
red orange (Scott 5a) and the lOgr. black (Scott 7) on a cover from Bremen to the United 
States dated July 28, 1866 attracted attention. The balance of this exhibit showed the 
perforated stamps of 1866-67. For instance, the 7gr. yellow (Scott 12) was shown on a 
cover with the local rate. The stamp was with rough rather than smooth perforations. 

United States Die Proprietary Revenue Stamps. Morton Dean Joyce, New York, 
N.Y. 

Rare stamps dominated this showing. There was the le blue of the Maryland Match 
Co.; the Wilmington Match Co.--one of the two unused o. g. copies known; the 4c of 1863 
J. C. Ayer fancy stamps, red, purple, green and vermilion; the stamps of Dr. Jack Kerr, 
Ring's Vegetable Ambrosia, Wm. Swain, George Tallcot, Thomas E. Wilson M . D ., the 
3c blue perforated of George W. Laird and Cateson, Brotz & Co. 

19th Century Bulgaria. Herbert P. Woodward, East Orange, New Jersey. 
This exhibit came close to gaining the Grand Award. In one frame was found 

stamps-unused, singles and multiples, cancelled errors and varieties, used on covers, Fiscals, 
Postage Dues and Local Posts, a comprehensive philatelic bill-of-fare. 

The first issue of 1879, 1881 and 1882 had some outstanding pieces. Beautiful copies 
of the rare errors (Scott 7a and 12a) and the color error of 1882 (Scott 13a); the scarce 
surcharges of 1884-85 including the high denomination 50 on l on a cover; both French 
and Turkish Posts used in Bulgaria and finally two Danube Steamship Company covers 
used at Sistov were shown. 

Semi-Official Air Mail Stamps. R. H. Shrady M. D., Englewood, New Jersey. 
The two United States rarities, the 1877 Buffalo Balloon and the 1914 Vin Fiz Flight 

stamps on a postcard; Australia's Ross Smith vignette both unused and on cover; Canada 
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Some of the Award presentations on the night of April 15, 1959 at 22 East 35th Street, 
New York Ci iy . 
I) George E. Burghard (right) receiving the silver tray for the Grand Award of the best exhibit from 
President H. D. S. Haverbeck (left). 2) Mrs. Rae Ehrenberg receiving the Collectors Club Medal 
for her services. 3) Maurice Tripet and 4) Sol Whitman being presented with silver trays for 
ihcir outstanding services to the Program Committee. 5) Jacob S. Glaser showing the audience 
ihc framed scroll presented to him for his Honorary Membership in the Collectors Club. b) Stanle y 
R. Rice (left) receiving the silver ice bucket for his distinguished services to the club as it was 
presented by the president and 7) Malcolm G. O ' Reilly accepting the Collectors Club Medal for 
the Best Exhibit and Lecture during 1958. (Photos by Boutrelle) . 

London-to-London stamp, one of the few known unused copies; French Guiana's 192 1 
T . A. G . stamps used, unused blocks of four and two examples used on cover; the first air 
mail (non-official) stamps of the world, Germany's 1912 Bork-Brueck, three copies, one 
on a cover and a very scarce complete N ew Zealand Great Barrier Island flimsy with a copy 
of the 1899 overprinted "Pigcongram" stamp comprised the fine material of this exhibit. 

United States 1857-60. Barrett G. Hindes, San Francisco, Calif. 
Each denomination of our first perforated issue was shown by attractive single on covers 

and some large multiples. Often the copies were noted with their position numbers in the 
sheets. Outstanding was the 90c cover of September 11 , 1860 from Boston Mass. to China. 
This is recorded as the earliest known use. 
THE COLLF.CT OR S C L UB P HTLAT E L TST, VOL . 38 . _ 0. 201 



THE CL U BHO U S E 
Israel. The Safad Stamp of the Interim Period. Martin G. Taub, New York, N. Y. 
This marks the first time that an Israel exhibit has won a major award in The Collectors 

Club competition. Israel, being a newer country, faces severe competition in an "open" 
exhibit such as this with some of the finest 19th and 20th century material. This award 
demonstrates the philatelic stature that Israel is gaining. 

These Safad Interim issues are not too well known except perhaps to Israel specialists. 
Different from other similar issues, there is no suspicion about much philatelic complicity 
with the Safad stamps. 

Mr. Taub displayed these with fine taste. He showed singles, unused and used, tete­
beche pairs, forgeries, large multiple pieces, proofs and scarce usage on covers. 

CERTIFICATES OF MERIT 

Because of the high quality of the exhibits, the judges prudently decided that twenty-one 
Certificates should be awarded to fine collections, many of which ranked only a shade below, 
in their estimation, the top calibre of the seven exhibits that gained trophies. All Certificates 
were awarded with equal merit as follows: 

United States Department Stamps. Mrs. Rae Ehrenberg, New York, N . Y. 
Central and So. America Pre-Adhesive Stamp Covers. Max H. Bass, Great Neck, N. Y. 
Yemen, The First Issue. Emmett Peter, Jr. Leesburg, Fla. 
Maldive Islands 1906 Edward VII Provisionals. John F. Field, San Fernando, Calif. 
Poland Number 1. Wladislaw Kolakowski, Great Neck, N. Y. 
Gibraltar Used in Morocco 1886-98. Irwin M. Yarry D . D.S., New York, N. Y. 
Philippines 1944-45 Victory Provisional Issue. Professor Idus Murphree, Athens, Ohio. 
United States Stamps Used by French Navy in World War II 1943-45. Maurice 

Tripet, New York, N. Y. 
Uruguay. The First Air Mail Issue. Philip Silver, Brooklyn, U.S. A. 
Mexico 1928-9 Tejeria-Tapachula Air Mail Issues. A. Swoboda, Ridgefield Park, N. J. 
Chile 1900-05 Provisionals. John F. Rider, New York, N. Y. 
Austria 1867 Issue. Alexander Levine M. D. Jersey City, N. J. 
Hawaii, 1859-65 Numeral Issue. John L. Norbeck, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Alaska Postal History. James J. Matejka, J'r. M. D. Chicago, Ill. 
Austria 19th Century Cancellations. Herbert Dube, Toronto, Canada. 
Germany. 1872 Empire Issue. Matt C. Dillingham, Menlo Park, Calif. 
Colombia 1863 Bolivar and 1868 Antioquia. John N . Myer, New York , N . Y. 
Haiti, 1906 " Gold" Issue. F. B. Sellers, Tarrytown, N. Y. 
New Hebrides. Locals, Provisionals, Fakes. Nathan Hals, New York, N. Y . 
N epal, Postal Cards. Mac L. Ricketts, St. Petersburg, Florida. 
United States. JOc Jefferson 1870. Allen H . Seed, Jr., New York, N . Y . 

• 
With the announcement of the awards, the members and their guests were invited into 

the Library, where Mrs. Eldridge and Mrs. Pritchett had arranged some light refreshments 
to top off the evening. This proved exceedingly popular, so that most, who had attended, 
stayed on gathering in small informal groups in the Library discussing philately, the judges' 
decisions, showing to others some newly acquired material and generally acting like all 
stamp collectors do. 

Perhaps the most significant remarks about the evening of April 15, 1959 were those 
overheard when a member and his wife were leaving the clubhouse. She turned to her 
husband, saying: 

"John, 1 am so glad I came. You know stamp collectors are really nice people. You 
should arrange to come down here for more meetings and contacts with your stamp friends." 

To which the husband replied: 
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"I've been wanting to do this, but I rather sensed that you did not approve of my 
leaving you at home to attend the meetings at The Collectors Club. I am so pleased that 
you have changed your views". 

September 16th 

October 7th 

COMING 1959 MEETINGS 

SUMMER H ECESS 

STEPH EN G. RICH MEMORIAL- Ded ication of the 
new fram es, exhibit of bequests and other ap1Hopriate 
ser vices 

TJBET- H . D. S. Haverbel'k 

The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following; 
Filatelia Costarricense, Volume 5, N o. 20. Gift of Mr. Fernan Rodriguez-Gil. 
Bournemouth Stamp Auction Catalogues and Prices Realized 1958. Gift of Mr. George 

R. Wren. 
The Numeral Cancellations of the British Empire, compiled by Rev. H . H. Heins. Publi­

cation of Robson Lowe Ltd., London, England. Courtesy of the publisher. 
Edwin Mueller's Handbook of Austria and Lombardy-Venetia Cancellations 1850 to 1864 

Issues, Section 2. Published by Mercury Stamp Company, New York, N . Y . Gift of 
the author. 

A Glossary of Abbreviations found on Handstrnck Stamps, compiled by Leslie Ray. Publisher 
Robson Lowe Led., London, England. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Chillicothe, Ohio. A Postal History by Robert D . West. Published by The Chillicothe 
Philatelic Society. Gift of the author. 

Pakistan O verprints on Indian Stamps 1948-1949 by Col. D . R. Martin. Publication of 
Robson Lowe Ltd., London, England. Courtesy of the publisher. 

World's First Air Stamp Italy 1917 by L. H . Harris. Published by European Philatelic 
Library, Filey, Yorkshire, England. Gift of the author. 

L'Officiel de la Philatelie, Volume 1, N o. 1 - Volume 9, No. 94. Gift of Lt. J erome 
C. Jarnick. 

L'Obliteration, Volume 1, N o. 1 - Volume 5, No. 54. Gift of Lt. J erome C. Jarnick. 
Le Monde des Philatelistes, Volume 1, N o. 1 - Volume 9, No. 91. Gift of Lt. J erome 

C. Jarnick. 
La Revue A eropostale, Volume 1, No. 1 - Volume 3, No. 14. Gift of Lt. Jerome C. Jarnick. 
Covers, Volume 8, N os. 5 and 8; Volume 10, Nos. 1-12; Volume 11 , No. 1. Gift of 

Lt. Jerome C. Jarnick. 
The Arctic Philat elist, Volume 1, N os. 1-3. Gift of Lt. Jerome C. Jarnick. 
About " Secret" or Cancellation Mark s on United States Stamps by Cyril F. dos Passos. 

Reprint from The Essay-Proof Journal. Gift of the author. 
The l 5c Webster ( 1870-1 873) Essays and Proofs by Cyril F. dos Passos. Reprint from 

The Essay-Proof Journal. Gift of the author. 
Further Notes. The 10c 1861 Type II with 'Tag' Markings by Cyril F. dos Passos. 

Reprint from The American Philatelist. Gift of the author. 
Catalogue/ Album of the Manitoba Law Stamps, compiled and published by K. Bileski , 

Winnipeg, Canada. 
Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 1935. Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Ltd., New York. 

Gift of Mr. Kevin P. Rogan. 
Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 1940. Scott Publications, Inc., N ew York, N. Y . 

Gift of Mr. Kevin P. Rogan. 
The American Philatelic Society Yearbook 1947. Gift of Mr. Kevin P. Rogan. 
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Catalogo de los Sellos Postales de la Republica Argentina, Tomos I y II, Sixth edition, edited 
and published by Victor Kneitschel, Buenos Aires, Republica Argentina. Leather bound 
volumes. Gift of the author. 

Cumulative Index to Philately from Australia, Volumes 1-10 (1949-1958). Compiled by 
H . L. Chisolm. Publication of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria, Melbourne, 
Australia. Gift of the Society. 

Date Line Covers by N . C. Baldwin. Reprint from The Aero Field. 
Siege of Paris 1870-1871 by John C. W. Field. Reprint from The Aero Field. 
Official Transpolar Air Mail Flights by J . Wotherspoon. Reprint from The Aero Field. 

Gift of the publisher. 
Philatelic Literature. Gift of Mr. Sol Whitman. 
Neues Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde: Reihe A, Lieferung 3, Inhalt: Madagaskar 

1889-1902. Edited and published by Arbeitsgemeinschaft Neues Handbuch der Brief­
markenkunde E. V., Frankfurt a M., Germany. Courtesy of Mr. Fritz Billig. 

Philatelic Literature. Gift of Aero Philatelists. 
American Air Mail Catalogue, Volume Three. Publication of The American Air Mail 

Society. Courtesy of Mr. L. B. Gatchell. 
A Specialized Priced Catalogue of Indian Stamps, compiled and published by Jal Cooper, 

Bombay, India. Gift of the author. 
Map of Castles and Manors in Czechoslovakia, published by the Institute of Cartography 

and Printing, Prague, Czechoslovakia. Gift of Mr. Ira Zweifach. 
Catalouge des Timbres-Poste lraniens emis depuis l'avenement au trone de Sa Majeste 

Imperiale Mohamad Reza Chah Pahlavi. Issued by Ministere des Postes, Telegraphes 
et Telephones d'Iran. (French) 

Edwin Mueller's Handbook of Austria and Lombardy-Venetia Cancellations 1850 to 1864 
Issues, Section 3. Publication of Mercury Stamp Company, New York, N. Y. Gift 
of the author. 

First Official Issue of Postage Stamps of the Second Austrian Republic by Robert Zehentho-
fer. Published by the Austrian Stamp Club of Great Britain. 

The Costa Rican Philatelist, Volume 4, No. 1. Gift of Mr. Alvaro Bonilla Lara. 
Philatelic Journals. Gift of Mr. Winthrop S. Boggs. 
Bolaffi's Roman States and Vatican City Specialized Stamp Catalogue 1959. Published\ 

by Societa Culturale Opere Tipografiche, Turin, Italy. Courtesy of the publisher. 
Billig's Specialized Catalogues, Volume 9. Canada the War Tax Stamps by the War Tax 

Study Group, Hans Reiche, Chairman. Publisher, Fritz Billig, Jamaica, N. Y . Gift 
of Mr. Hans Reiche. 

•Prince Edward Island by Leslie G . Tomlinson and Nugent M. Clougher. Publication of 
The Postal History Society. Courtesy of Major A. E. Hopkins. 

Waikato Maori War of New Z ealand 1863-1864 by R. M. Startup. Reprint from the 
Bulletin of the Postal History Society. Courtesy of Major A. E. Hopkins. 

At the Board of Governors M eetings held in May and June, 1959, the following new 
members were elected: 

4618 Kunihiko Urushihara, Tokyo, Japan. Collects Japan, First Day Covers, 19th Century 
Covers and Stamps. 

4619 Ludwig P. Raubenheimer, Cranford, N. J. Collects United States, Scandinavia, 
Used Air Mails of the World. 

4620 Arthur C. Scarlett, Williamsville, N. Y. Collects 19th Century United States, 
Tibet, Literature. 

4621 Emory Soule Todd, Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. Collects United States 19th Century Fancy 
Cancellations. 

4622 Robert M. Zanville, Toledo, Ohio. Collects United States, United Nations, New­
foundland. 

4623 H. J. Robitshek, Green Bay, Wisc. Collects United States, Holy Land from 1918. 
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UNCOMMON USAGE (Continued From Page 158) 
The postage fees for military mail were the same as in France proper: 20 centimes for 

prepaid letters, 30 centimes for postage due, 10 centimes for mail within Syria. 
Naval mail went directly by boat to Marseille, without going through the Beyrouth 

Post Office, receiving the cancellation, "Escadre de la Mediterranee". 
The illustrated cover with a common stamp of France shows use during the 1860-61 

period of occupation by the French Forces in Syria-Lebanon. (Fred C. Brock M. D.) 
HOOK REVIEWS (Continued From Page 178) 
information to which should be added the classic works of Alcock & Holland, Hendy, and 
Seymours on British postal history and markings. 

The main fault of chis book is the lack of illustrations, which could have explained the 
complicated key of symbols. The three illustrations of the three standard British types 
is so meager for the 4,000 listings chat it becomes difficult for the newer collector to decode 
chem. Errors noted by chis reviewer are few, while mention of rarity concerning just cwo 
items with no comments upon all the others can well be omitted. 

This bold attempt at a very purposeful and useful project is most helpful to the student 
of postal markings as a ready reference list to be had for a very modest cost. To one who 
may not have access to the above-mentioned handbooks or other reference material, it 
furnishes a mine of valuable information. (D r. Irwin M. Yarry) 
4624 Carl H. Losse, Milwaukee, Wisc. Collects United Scates, Canada. 
4625 A. C. Luettich, Santa Barbara, Calif. Collects United Scates and Possessions. 
4626 Ray L. Newburn, Jr., La Crescenta, Calif. Collects United States First Day Covers, 

1957 Revalued Postal Stationery, Germany. 
4627 R. A. Whitney, Decatur, Ill. Collects Classic 19th Century, Tibet. 
4628 Jerome Wolf, Bloomfield, Conn. Collects United States Place N o. 
4629 Josef von Sternberg, Los Angeles, Calif. Collects China, Japan E. J. Occupation, 

German Colonies. 
4630 ]. T. Edgar, Stratford, Conn. Collects British Inland Air Mails, United Scates 

Nos. 319-322, and 5c stamped envelopes. 
4631 James E. Pirie, La Vernia, Tex. Collects China, Mexico. 
4632 Howard W. Phillips, Bronx, N. Y. Collects United States. 
4633 Paul Goldschmidt, London, England. Collects Air Mails, Essays, Proofs, Specimens. 
4634 Enrique J. Alfau, Ciudad Trujillo, Dom. Rep. Collects Dominican Republic. 
4635 Cyril V. Gross, M. D., Canton, Ohio. Collects United Scates, Gold Coast, Israel­

Palestine. 
4636 Kenneth E. Keister, Elyria, Ohio. Collects United Scates, Confederate, Steamship, 

Austria. 
4637 Hugh Morrison, New London, Conn. Collects United Scates, Naval Covers; British 

Colonies. 
4638 Philip T. Manly, Santa Fe, N . Mex. Collects Territorial covers. 
4639 Captain W. V. Combs, San Francisco, Calif. Collects United States Departmental 

Specimens. 
4640 H. Chilton Cook, Jr., Alice, Tex. Collects Rotary International, Cook Islands, 

Andorra, United Scates. 
4641 Glen M. Dodd, San Diego, Calif. Collects United Scates, United Nations, Israel, 

Ryukyus, Japan, Philippines, Indonesia, India, Greece, Italy, Central Europe, Scan­
dinavia, Germany, AMG. 

4642 G . S. Knoch, Miami, Fla. Collects United States and Literature. 
4643 Norman Elliott, Los Angeles, Calif. Collects United States, Confederate States. 
4644 Bernard S. Schwarcz, New York, N . Y. Collects Early History of Postal Routes. 
4645 Morris Everett, Chagrin Falls, Ohio. Collects Confederate States, United Scates 

Railroad Covers 1839-61. 
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Time to Sell? 
Then consider Auction as your method. 

The benefit of more than 30 years experience in stamp dealing 
is yours - our dientele is world wide and actively interested in every 
field of collecting. 

Specialist-prepared auction catalogues will present your holdings 
in a manner to assure you the maximum net result. 

An immediate, interest free, cash advance can be made on suitable 
properties. Our commission is 20 % of the gross realization; there is no 
other charge. Full settlement is made within 30 days after sale. 

Early Fall dates are available now. 

Private Sale: Some properties, because of their nature, are best 
sold privately. Our constant awareness of the Philatelic Market often 
en ables us to effect a sale within a few days of receipt. We place many 
valuable properties each year in this manner. 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

Serving American Ph ila t ely Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th ST. £ NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
1111 

1111 

1111 

•'• 

1111 

:·: 
1111 .·. 
!Ill 
•'• 

1111 

1111 

.·. 
1111 

DUSSELDORF 
the most important citi es of Germany 

For our Auctions we are ope n to receive rariti es from the whole world, 
special ized and general coll ection s, etc. 

~ ~ 

Our comm iss ion is o nl y 15% 

~ ~ ~ 

Our catalo gues are well known th rou ghout the world and have the most 
widespread circulation. \Ve can therefore guaran tee the best results 

~ ~ ~ 

The limit prices are fixed und P. c mutua l agreement 

~ ~ ~ 

We are also bu yers o f rari ti es of the who le world, special collections, etc., 

but o nl y in fir st-class condi tion 

~ ~ ~ 

Free paym ent to all countries of the world 

~ ~ ~ 

EDGAR MOHRMANN 
•'• Sworn Auctioneer 

1111 HAMBURG I , SPEERSORT 6, Telephones: 32 64 28 and 33 67 28 
•·• Cable Address: ED MORO 
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1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
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1111 JIJI A leading auction ho'llse on t he Eit1'0pecin continent w'ilh world repidation 
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s A TI SF ACTION 
is the 

IGN of SELLING 

through 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 

These extracts from recent letters indi cate 
the pl easure of the client whose stamps and 
rovers huve been sold in our auction room . . 

" I was naturally agreeably surprised and 
plPased with the result of the above auction 
and to note ho w mu ch over your valuation 
anJ my reser ves the lots reali sed. I am gratc­
f ul to you and Mr. Lowe for all the troubl e 
yo u have taken ove r the di sposal of my 
mat eri al." 

W. J. K. , Exmouth, Devon. 

"I take thi s 01>portunity of co rdially thankin g 
yo u for the excellent manner in which you 
h ave handled the whole transaction of the 
sale of my P. Blacks - the illustrations, 
descriptions, valuations and prices obtained 
u·ere all highly satisfactory. I shall in future 
have no h esitation in recommending your 
firm to any of my fri ends who co nt emplate 
di spo sin g of their collections." 

S. F. R. C., Exeter, Devon. 

"Th e wo11derful way i11 which you have hart · 
died m y material is ·very much appreciated ." 

D. C., ew York, U.S. A. 

CAN WE HELP YOU? 

If so please do not h es itate to write to 

50 PALL MALL 
LONDON, S.W.1. 

Cables: "S ta mp s, London" 

Send for current "R eview" if yo u wo uld like 
full detail s of our intcnational organi sation. 

When replying to t his advertisement , please 
·mention that you saw it in "The Collector's 
Cl1ib Philateli1St". 
'l'HE COLLECT ORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL
URGENTLY 
NEEDED!! 

BETTER 

COLLECTIONS 

ACCUMULATIONS 

DEALER'S STOCKS 

Remember that we are one of the 
largest cash buyers of philatelic holdings 
and at present our enormous trade re­
quires constant purchase of better mate­
rial, regardless of country. 

You are assured of a fair and quick 
appraisal and prompt payment. 

Consult US FIRST, 
before SELLING ! ! 

If your holding is of considerable size, 
we will travel to inspect it. provided a 
detailed inventory or description is sent 
us so that we can have a general idea 
of its contents. 

WRITE US TODAY ! ! 

* * * * * 
NOTICE 

TO ALL OUR CLIENTS 

A lthough there have been ma ny price 
changes put into effect since the issuan ce 
o f our last C atalog of 20th Century 
Complete W orldwid e sets, our stock f.as 
been co nsiderably increased and we are 
better than ever able to render prompt 
and efficient service. Your W ANTLI ST 
of your fa vori te countries o r topics can 
be f illed at current competitive market 
prices. 

PRICES G LA DLY Q UO TED 

O N REQ UEST!! 

GENERAL ST AMP Co. 
L T ANKEL. Prop 

100 NASSAU ST NEW YORK 38, N y 
. 38, NO. 4 VI 



WANTED 

UNITED STATES 
FOREIGN 

Stamps and Covers 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
1···•··· .. · ··•··•··· .. · -· ...... ... ... ................................................................................................ ... ... ................................. ... ~ 
i i 
i i 
i i 

i Collectors Club Philatelist e e e t 
i i 
I These Back Issues are available al the following prices: I 
I : . . 
f From 1926 lo 1930 $2 .50 per copy f 
! From 1931 lo 1940, 1957-9 2.00 per copy ! 
T From 1941 lo 1956 1.25 per copy f . . 
I I . . 
I : 

! Vol. V (1926) July, Oct. Vol. XX (1941) All issues ! 
f Vol. VIII (1929) Apr., Oct. Vol. XXI (1942) All issues f f Vol. X ( 1931) Jan., Apr., Oct. Vol. XXll ( 1943) Jan. I, 11 ; Apr. I, II; t 
T Vol. XI (1932) Oct. July; Oct. I, 11 T 
T Vol. XII (1933) All issues Vol. XXlll (1944) Jan. I, 11; July; ! f Vol. XIII (1934) Apr., July, Oct. Oct. I, II. f 
• Vol. XIV ( 1935) All issues Vol. XXIV ( 1945 J All issues • I Vol. XV ( 1936) All issues Vol. XXV ( 1946) All issues t 
T Vol. XVI ( 1937) All issues Vol. XXVI ( 1947) All issues • 
T Vol. XVI I 11938) Apr., July, Oct. Vol. XXVI I ( 1948) All issues 1 
T Vol. XVIII 1939) All issues Vol. XXVlll (1949) Jan., Apr., July T 
! Vol. XIX (1940) Jan., Apr., July Vol. XXIX+oXYXVll (1950-58) All ! 
f Six Issues. f . . 
I I . . 
! e e e THE COLLECTO·RS CLUB ! 
i 22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N . Y. f . . 
I : . . 
j ............................................ ... ...... ... ... ...... ... ........................... ... ... ...... ... ......... ... ......... ... ......... ... ......... ... ... ......... ...... + 
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H. 

It I S 

our 

Aim to off er only 

the FINEST QUALITY stamps, a nd we ca n state with complete confidence that 
our stock of CLASSICS & RARITIES - world-wide in cope -

is unpara lled. 

Curent offers of RARE & INTERESTING items appea1· r egularly in our house­
magazine 

THE "STRAN D STAM P JOU RNAL" 

Well produced on art paper and profuse ly illustrated; with informative a r t icles 
on a va ri ety of subj ects, the a nnual subscr iption fo r 11 nos. is 011 ly $1.40. Send for 
a specimen copy now. 

E • WINGFIELD & co • 
392, STRAND, LONDON, W . C. 2. 

Tel. TEM pie Bar 2005, 4 I 36 
•:•lllllll lll lllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClll llllllllllClllllllllll llClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCl lll ll lll llllCllllllll lll llClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllt•:• 

i I 
§ CHILE PERU ~ i - I 
§ Th e HISTORIA FILATELICA DE L A GUERRA DEL P ACIFICO, by ~ i Angel Puppo, P eru's foremost philateli st, is an indis1>ensib lc book for the =~ 
. . seriou s study of th e Chi lean and P eruvian stamps of the period, 1879-1883. 
~ Publi shed as a limi ted ed ition of 1,000 in 1935, it won a Go ld Award at th e = 
§ Lima Philateli c Exposition that year. ~ 
-e=i Stamps of CHILE, u sed in all parts of occupied PERU, arc completel y ~-=~ 

presented with docum enta tion, hi storical data , campaign maps, life-size i llu stra- _ 
t ions of postmarks of practi ca ll y all P eru vian postmarks known to have bee n -

E== used on Chilean stumps. In addition the issues of Arequ ipa and its dependent ~ 
I§ provinces are cl early de cribed, including th eir cancel s and counterfei ts. ~ 

a From the tiny r emainder I offer new uncut copi es, 136 pages, full y illus- § I trated, for only $3.00 postpaid i 
= A valuable companion work, which includes data on PROOFS, ESSAYS, = 
~a= TELEGRAPHS, SPECIMENS and the difficult triangle types of 1884, plus c=_§ 

quantities issues where known of all stamps of P eru, is th e excellent CATA-
~ LOGO DE SELLOS PERUANOS, 1957, edited by H erbert Moll and Angel Puppo. a 

'==- lR504UpTaEges8., BOX 2R69 ICH~~OO;~·:d CONE 
TUCSON, ARIZONA, U. S. A. 

;::lllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllll ll lCl lll lll lll lllCl lll lllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllC•.+ 
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EHHDHS, VARIETIES 
~AIRMAILS 

For 30 years we have been specializing in aJI 
unusual items. Errors, VarietieR. etc., regard­
less if they are or are not listed. 

Now we have on hand a very large Aelection 
o( Airmails, UPU. UN, FDR, Rotary, Inverted 
Centers. Sports , Tovicals, Miniature and De 
Luxe Sheets , Proo(s, etc. 

We have oddities and unusual itema from many 
different countries , as: 

Abyssinia, Albania, Belgium, Brazil. Canary 
Islands , Colombia. Congo, Croatia, Czechoslo­
vakia. DanziJl-. Ecuador. Epirus, Far East. 
France and Colonies , Greece. Georgia. Hon· 
duras. Iceland, Ifni, Iran, Italy and Colonies, 
Jugoslavia. Latvia . Liberia, Lithuania. Luxem­
bourg, Monaco, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
Poland, Romania. Russia, Saar, Salvador, 
Scndta, Spain and Colonies, Tangier, Tanna 

Touva, Uruguay, Venezuela, etc. 

We will gladly make selections for you anol of 
cou rse you h ave t he right to return anything. 

Plcnse check what you are especially inter· 
ested. 

D Central America D Americana 
D South America D Booklets 
D A tilia D Covers 
[l Africa n De Luxe Sheets 
D Europe n F .D.R. 
0 Belgium 0 Inverted Centers 
0 France & Colonies n Miniature Sheets 
[l I.Aheria 0 Proofs 
n Lithuania n Rotary 

R Poland n Sports 
Russ ia n Topicn]s 

0 Spain n U.N. 
0 Airmails 0 U.P.U. 

0 Items up to $5. n Items up to $15. 
D Items up to $25. 0 Items up to ? 

Refe rences 

City 

Address 

Name 

SELLING YOUR STAMPS? 

Offer them to us - Our records show 
dealings ranging from small collections to 
an accumulation of one of the oldest U.S.A. 
dealers. Outright cash purchase or if de· 
sired Auction. GET MORE for your stamps ! 

Write us today 

S. Serebrakian, Inc. 
P.O. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 
IX THE COLLECTO
~ ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ......... ... ............... ......... ... ... ... ... ........ 1 
I o . : 
I o . : 
I o . : 
I O 

i Vatican City Air Mail FDC i . : 
I o . : f SPECIAL OFFER j 
i #C 1-8 Fl ow n t o Fra nce regist. ! 
I RR ------------------------------------ $22.00 t 
i C9-l 5 2nd air mail set 5.75 ! 
i C 16-17 Tobias ( 30,000 sets ! 
I issued) -------------------- 65.00 f 
~ Cl8- 19 U.P. U. (40,000 sets I 
i C20-2 I ~~~~i~~u-; ---~~ ---~~~ heted 32

.00 t 
f FDC ----------- ------------ --------- 40.00 ! 
! C22-23 Dome I st iss ue, regist __ 18.50 i 
• C24-32 Now Obsolete o n 3 each ' 
I FDC ----- ---------- ----------------- 7 .00 f 
i C33-34 Dome llnd issue on each. ! 
l FDC -------------------------------- 5.25 t 
I o 

f We have the finest assortment of First I 
! and Special Flights, Zeppe lin, JET, VATI- i 
! CA N C ITY, A pprovals. References please f 
i if unk nown to us. ! 
i t 
i t 
i Penny Black Stamp Co. ~ ! 
f 116 Nassau St., N. Y. 38, N. Y. ~ ! . : 
i ~ 
.;. ............................................................................... ; 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G.Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
RS CLUB PHILAT ELIST , VOL. 38, NO . 4 



COVERS 
POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
new Gngland Stamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

· Boston 8, Massachusetts 
THE COLLECTORS CL UB PHILATELIS T , VOL
FOR 

CkLLiK. 
!JMUllJ.~ 

WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
* 
YEARLY CLEARANCE . .. 

. . of items still available 

in our 1959 catalog 

write : 

ALEX S. JULIARD 
" First in qual ity for 19th C e ntury" 

NARBERTH , PENNA. 
SCOTT ............................................. I 
. : : . . : : . . : : . . I , + or ! . : : . ! . 

• i ! Catalogues 
+ • ! and Albums 
i 
i 
i 
·.:. i i t i 
i The best known ! 
+ i 
T i ! name in Philately. t 
i + 
i ; 
i ; 
i t 
i + + SCOTT PUBLICATIONS • ! i 
i Inc. i 
i i 
i i + 461 8th Ave., N ew York 1, N. Y. I 
! + : . 
2' ... ......... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ~ 
. 38, N O. 4 x 



 

i . ............... ... ............... ... ... .............................. ... ...... - . 

t .. POSTAL STATIONERY .. I . : i IF YOU ARE A SPECIALIST, you will~ 
! probably find in our stocks of over f 
f one million pieces of stationery,! 
f something to interest you. I 
! Postal cards, envelopes, telegraph f 
If • f • b o ! orms - in act, 1ust a out any- f 
f thing in postal paper issued by the! 
! Post Offices of the World. f 
I DROP US A LINE, giving us a brief f 
f outline of your interests, and we! 
! will send you whatever we feel T
I will fit your particular field. f 
f IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO START! 
f COLLECTING this group, we can I 
! make you up a representative col-! 
i lection from any individual country f 
! or group you desire. ! 
! THE POSTAL STATIONERY BULLETIN f 
I is a new house organ we are in- t 
f troducing, and if you would care! 
• d 1· • f to see a copy, rop us a me. ! 
0 I : . 
! HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. ! 
i 23 No. Santa Anita, Pasadena, Cal. t 
I o 
.t ................... ...... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ............................... :, 
XI THE COLLECT
AUCTION SALES 

of Rare and Valuable 

B•·itish North 
Ameri~a 

and other Postage Stamps 
held regularly. 

Illustrated catalogs available a 
month before sale date 

Estate Properties solicited for sale 
at auction or outright purchase. 

J. N .. SISSO·NS LTD. 
59 Wellington W, Toronto, Canada 
Ph. Empire 4-6003. Cables: Sistamp, Toronto 
For 

Covers, 

Cancellations 

and 

Specialist Material 

of 

Any Country In The World 

• 
G. S. MANNERS 

46 lverna Court 

London, W. 8 England 
O

At Your Service 

For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 
PORTRAITS 
CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Phuatelist.) 

832 Eigth A venue 

New York 19, N. Y. 
RS CLUB PHILATELIST. VOL. 38, NO. 4 



i' 

MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

(Regular a nd Special Auction Sales, 
Mail Sales) 

UNITED ST ATES and FOREIGN 
Ric hly illustrated Catalog s free 

C o llections and single Ra ri t ies in 

fine condition a ccepted for sale 

in su itable auctions. 

Wri te, p hone or cable 

M.ERCURY STAMP CO. 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel .: M Urray Hill 3-67'45 

C ab le Address : Mercsta mp Newyo rk 
THE COLLECTORS CL UB P HILA T E LIS T , V OL
Strong Stock 
of 

Choice 
UNITED STATES 

Stamps & Covers 
Classic Issues Our Specialty! 

Mint, used, covers, fan cy cancels, 
blocks, rarities, out-of. the-way material. 

APPROVAL & WANT LIST SERVICE 

Deluxe lllustr. PRICE LIST lOc (s tamps) 

The 
WESTMINSTER STAMP CO. Ltd. 

Britain's Sole U. S. A . Specialists 

Regency House, Warwick St. 
London, W. 1, England. 

Est. 1921 
AIR MAILS 

GERMANY 

1930 Gra f Zeppe lin - 1s t 
South Am eri ca F lig ht. 
2m a nd 4m, both in 
P A I RS, on Zeppe li n 1s t 
F lig ht Co ver ( P a n-
A merica); supe rb . $58.00 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

1921 Ha li fax, San a bria lOa, 
o n cove r . 

1921 Cari bou 3c on l s t F light 
Co ver BOTWO OD ­
FOGO, pmkd. St . J oh n 's, 

18.00 

Mar . 9, 1921 13.00 

Your e nq ui r ies for Air Ma ils o f a ll 
coun tries a re invited. 

PAUL GOLDSMITH 
5, Randolph Road, Maida Vale, 

London, W. 9., England. 
.r 

N EXT P UBLIC A UCTION 

SEPT EMBER 24, 25, 26, 1959 

4000 Lots - 32 P hoto Pages 

UNITED STAT ES 
ind. Cut Squares 

BRITISH COLONIES 

GENER AL FOREIGN 
incl. Speciali zed German y and Coloni es 

Mr. Woodwanl's MEXICO 

Collectio ns by Co untries 

Catalogue free on request 

B ILLIG & RICH, I NC. 
55 WEST 42nd STREET 

NEW Y ORK 36, N . Y . 

W e buy large collections, 
gen eral or specialized for cash. 

.I 
. 38, NO. 4 XII 



Collectors Club Handbooks 
~tl 1HE AUsp 

~~i 111\[lli~~ 
THEODORE E. STEINWAY 

~~ 111111111111111111 11~~ 
"fl PU~L\C~'\\\~ 

The Early Stamps of 
VENEZUELA 

By C. W . Wickersham 
168 Pages .. • • 225 lllustratians .••• Price $3.95 

THE POSTAGE STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY OF 

TIBET 
By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 

80 Pages • .. 100 Illustrations .••. Price $2.00 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

R. F. OVERPRINTS ON AIR MAIL 
By Henry M. Goodkind 

64 Pages •••• 75 Illustrations •• .• Price $2.00 

CORRIENTES 
The Issues From 1856-80 

By Louis Stich 

84 Pages . . . 20 Illustrations • . • • Price $2.00 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
24c Air Mail Inverted Center Of 1918 

By Henry M. Goodkind 

32 Pages • • . • 19 Illustrations ••• • Price $1.00 

------THE COLLE1CTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
XllI THI:: COLLECTORS CLUB PHlLATELlST, VOL. 38, NO. 4 



EXOTIC ITEMS FOR THE CONNOISSEUR 
BR.. LEVANT 

BR.. SOLOMON IS. 

BR.UNEI 
COLOMBIA 

U.S. of COLOMBIA 

BOLIVAR. 
CHINA (R.USSIAN) 

CHINA 

Locals­
WUHU 

CHUNKING 

I9I6 Salonica Prov.1hd S. G. la mint pair, upper stamp 
overprint omitted . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. .. ... .. . . . . . .... ... .. .. . .. . .... .. .. . $ 42.00 

1907 21hd orange-yellow, mint vert. pair Imperf. be-
tween S. Q. 4a ... ..... .......... ..... ...... ... .... ... .......................... .. . 98.00 

1907 6d chocolate mint, vert. pair Imperf. between 
S. G. 6a .............. ......... .... ..... .. .... ............ .... ........ ...... ... .... ... .... 98.00 

1908/12 $2S mint block of four ........... ... .. .... ....... .... .... .... ........ ..... 168.00 
I881 Sc blue on entire to Paris tied by Oval "Palmira 

Franca" ......... ....... .... .... ........... ... .............. .. .. 2S.OO 
Sc S. G.168 two singles tied on cover to New 
York ............ .. ........ ..... ........... ... ....... .................. .. .... ...... .. .... 22.00 
Bisect of IOc, S. G. 87 on cover to Corozal ..... ..... .. 13.00 
Sk, mint pair diag. overprint used on cover to 
England (Trans-Siberia) backstamped Wei Hai 
Wei ..... ......... ... ............... ... .. .. ... .... ... .... .. ..... .... ....... .... ...... ....... 17.00 

1884 Cover to Exeter franked with 2Sc France post­
marked Shanghai on the reverse, a strip of three 
Candarins cancelled C. D.S. Customs Newchwang 
and Chinese Chop. A very rare item ........ ...... 210.00 

I882 Cover to Philadelphia franked with a Japanese 
S sen and "I J Postal Agency CDS" on the re­
verse, a pair of the 1 Candarin and single S Can­
darin cancelled Tientsin Chop and Customs 
Tientsin C. D.S. A rare item .. ..... . ................... ... ...... 210.00 

1897 Cover to Beeston Notts, franked with I8 Empress 
Dowager Surcharges pmkd. Customs Hankow 
and pair of IOc Hong Kong ............. ... .......... .. ...... ...... 70.00 

1893 

I896 

Cover to Ipswich England, franked with WUHU 
Local Post le and Sc cancelled WUHU Local 
Post and two copies Hong Kong IOc cancelled 
Shang hai. R.are ............. .. .. ... .. ..... ..... ................. . . 
Cover to London franked with Chunking LPO 
8 Candarins yellow cancelled Chunking C.D.S. 21st 
Dec. 96 and Hong Kong IOc pmkd. Shanghai. 
A rare item ...... ............ .. .... ................. ... .... ... . 

92.00 

CAPE of GOOD HOPE I8S3 deeply blued Id pale brick-red S. G. I a fine 
112.00 

140.00 
126.00 

used pair ... ... ...... ... ......................... .. ......................... .... ..... . 
Id pale brick-red S. G. I a fine used pair ....... .... . 
Id deep brick-red S. G. la fine used single .... .. . . 
Id deep brick-red S. G. la superb used ......... ....... .. . . 
4d deep blue S. G. 2 fine used ............................. .. .... . 
4d deep blue S. G. 2 fine used ... .......... .. ..... ............. . 
Slightly blued Id brick-red S. G. 3 fine used ....... . 
Id brown-red S. G. 3a fine used . . . . . . .. from $28 to 
4d deep blue S. G. 4 fine used pair ..... ... .. ........ ... .. .... . 
4d deep blue S. Q. 4 fine used single .......... .... .. ....... . 
4d deep blue S. G. 4 R.ed Pmk . ...... ....... ... ........ ... .... ... . . 

185S /58 White Paper Id brick-red S. G. S, fine used .. ..... . 
Id pale rose S. G. Sa superb mint pair .............. .. ... . 
Id deep rose S. G. Sb superb mint singles .......... ..... . 
Id deep rose S. G. Sb fine used block of 4 ........... . 

18SS/S8 Id deep rose S. Q. Sb fine used single ................... . 
4d blue S. G. 6 fine used singles ...... .............. .... from 
4d blue S. G. 6 a glorious used pair .. .. .............. ... .. . 
4d blue S. Ci. 6 a fine used block of four ............... . 
6d slate lilac S. G. 7 fine used .. .. ........ .. .......... .. ......... . 
6d slate-lilac S. Q. 7a blue paper used ........... .. ... ... . 

W. E. LEA 
The House for Classic Issues 

446, STR.AND, LONDON W. C. 2 

so.oo 
70.00 
22.00 
20.00 
34.00 
34.00 
42.00 
13.00 
35.00 
42.00 
84.00 
42.00 

126.00 
42.00 
s.oo 

50.00 
90.00 
34.00 
48.00 



For the successful handling of philatelic properties, 
consult 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
The Caspary Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 
PLaza 7-4460 




