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Gold Coast & Ghana 
 
Very early postal orders are known overprinted for the Gold Coast, the earliest being 1 June 1923. At first 
they were overprinted “Gold Coast Colony”: 
 
 

     
 
 
 
But from the late 1920s the inscription read simply “Gold Coast”: 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
Later (1946), for aesthetic reasons, “GOLD COAST” was spread over two lines, either at the top or at the 
bottom: 
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Because of the late appearance of Queen Elizabeth postal orders, by the time they were overprinted here the 
Gold Coast had achieved independence as Ghana. 
 
      
        
 

                
 
 
 
This example shows the last recorded date for overprinted British postal orders, 15 October 1960, though 
they were approved for issue in 1957. It is, in fact, the only example I have seen of a used “Ghana” 
overprint! 
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Nigeria 
 
Nigeria, like Ghana, has long made use of overprinted British postal orders. In fact, one of the earliest 
known overprinted British postal orders for any part of the world was issued in Southern Nigeria, a really 
lovely item from 25 October 1909, which is very early considering that the practice of overprinting postal 
orders for use in other countries was only introduced in 1905! 
 
 

     
 
Issues for the united Nigeria are known from 1919. 
 
 

                 
 
 
The last recorded item is date- stamped 29 August 1969. 
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Sierra Leone 
 
Sierra Leone has some of the most interesting overprints. The earliest recorded example is as late as 1952, 
the only recorded King George VI issue. 
 

            
 
Only three Queen Elizabeth items have been recorded. One has a simple overprint design, showing the new 
local decimal currency, but two further examples show this “jumbo” overprint: 
 

     
 
 
 
This large format overprint was used only for countries which had changed local currency: i.e. the Southern 
African countries, New Zealand, Western Samoa, and Sierra Leone. This item is particularly interesting for 
collectors as it is the only known example of an overprint on the £1 green printed with dual UK currency 
(“Poundage 3d/1p” - underneath the typical obliterating bars). A real gem in so many ways. 
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Sierra Leone Error: 1963 1c surcharge inverted  
 

Robin Peters  
 

I have recently purchased an un-mounted mint Sierra Leone error which is unlisted by Stanley Gibbons. 
The original stamp, SG248, was issued on 1 January 1963, perforated 14 on multiple crown and SL 
watermarked paper. The stamp was designed by Michael Goaman showing the Climbing Lily, and was 
printed by Harrison & Sons in photogravure. The stamp was then re-issued on 4 August 1964 having been 
overprinted with a new currency value of 1c by the Government printers in Freetown. This is listed as 
SG313. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cameroun 1990 Forest Sheep  
 

Rob May & Marc Parren 
 

In 1990 two stamps, at 70fr and 100fr, were issued for the Ebolowa agricultural show. The 100fr value 
illustrated a forest sheep. The stamps issued at that time were perforated 13½, in sheets of 25. 
 
Marc Parren wrote to me at the end of last year to report that he had found both these designs used on a 
1996 cover from Yaoundé Nlongkak, perforated 11½ The Michel catalogue already included the 100fr 
value with this perforation; now we know that both should be listed. I searched my own collection and to 
my considerable surprise I found that I have a used 100fr forest sheep perforated 12½. Can we ask 
members to check stamps and covers to establish the number of perforation varieties and possible dates of 
production? It is quite commonplace for Cameroun commemoratives to continue in postal use for many 
years, but unusual for more to be printed, or at least perforated, after the first production run. 
 
Both stamps have been surcharged 125Fr subsequently. We do not have a date of issue of these surcharges, 
but all examples so far seen mint and used have been perforated 13½ - therefore overprinted on the first 
issue. The overprint and surcharge were applied in two stages. First a gold overprint obliterated the old 
value, the words “Comice agro-pastoral d’Ebolowa” and also something in the original design in front of 
the sheep’s chest. Then the surcharge has been 
applied in black.   
 
During a visit to Cameroun Marc Parren found 
four sheets of the 125Fr. on 100 Fr. Forest 
Sheep with the surcharge omitted, and reported 
this discovery to the various catalogue editors. 
I illustrate a block of four for Cameo readers. 
 
The properly overprinted stamp is almost as 
difficult to find in un-mounted mint condition. 
The only place where Marc had seen this 
stamp on public sale was the same small postal 
agency where he found the error.  

The stamp illustrated, with normal for 
comparison , has the surcharge inverted. 
This example comes from position R9/4 
in the sheet of sixty stamps as it also 
shows the “insect on flower” flaw. I hope 
this might be considered for listing in the 
next edition of the SG catalogue.    

 

 



 

Cameo Volume 14 Number 2 78 Whole Number 89    June 2013 

Internal Censored Mail in WW2 
 

Robert Nelson FRPSL 
 

Frank Walton’s article in Cameo in June 2009 (Ref 1) about Sierra Leone internally censored mail set me 
looking through my own collection, with interesting results. 
 
Gold Coast 
Out of 194 censored covers examined, only seven stamp-less covers, all military, were internally censored , 
namely 
1 OAS, FPO 45, 15/2/1942 to Elmina, censored M&W type A500 no. 2873  
2 OAS, FPO 45, 30/1/1944 to Capt. Woodroffe, Technical Training School, censored M&W type A500 

no. 320. (Figure 1) 
3 OAS, FPO 45, 17/1/1943 to Cpl. Kisi, Technical Training School, censored M&W type A500 no. 

3064.  
4 OAS, FPO 536, 28/11/1944 to G. F. Hunter, Awoso, censored M&W type A600 no. 7815.    
5 OAS, FPO 45, 2/6/1944 to 36 Field Survey Company, WAF (redirected to the UK) censored M&W 

type A600 no. 7807 
6 OAS, FPO 45, 13/11/1944 to Capt. Woodroffe, Elmina, censored M&W type A600 no. 9361 
7 OAS, FPO 106, 19/10/1943 to Sgt. Erskine, No 5 WATTS, WAF censored M&W type A500 no. 

7707 
It is interesting to note that five of the seven examples are addressed to the Technical Trades School at 
Elmina. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nigeria 
Out of 328 covers looked at, there were only seven internally censored covers; six military and one civil. 
1 To Lt. Col. Brookfield at No. 3 Transit Camp WAPF, from Bukuru 14/9/1943, redirected to the UK, 

civil half moon censor, intercepted in Sierra Leone FPO 537, 29/9/1943 (Figure 2),  stamped 2½d.  
2 To Lt. Col. Brookfield at Jos from FPO 46 5/5/1943, redirected to Abeokuta 14/5/1943, stamped 

2x½d, censored (military) M&W type A500 no. 3061 
3 To Lt. Col. Brookfield at Kano, redirected to Abeokuta, from Maidugeri 21/4/1942, stamped 1d, 

military censor M&W type A500 no. 3161 (Figure 3)  
4 To Accountant General, Treasury, Lagos from Zaria 10/6/1940, stamped 1d, military censor M&W 

type A1301, no. 13 
5 To Officer i/c Records, Lagos from Ibadan, stamped 1½d 14/1/1941, military censor M&W type 

A1300 no. 17 
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6 OAS stampless, FPO 46 3/9/1946 to Miss Ada Noak, Kaduna, military censor M&W type A500 
no. ? 

7 OAS stampless, FPO 46 6/6/1942 to Pte. G Ramsey, HQ 2 Armoured Group, Home Forces, military 
censor M&W type A500 no. 2823 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 (front) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 (reverse) 
 
Sierra Leone 
Out of 160  covers studied, only two were internally censored, one military and one civil which, 
coincidentally, is addressed to the same Miss Randall as Frank Walton’s cover. 
1 To Miss Victoria Randall , stamped 1½d 3/2/1943, civil censor M&W type 4, QQ1, Kanre Lahun, 

back-stamped Freetown 17/2/1943 and Cline Town 18/2/1943 
2 OAS stampless, FPO 537, 16/2/1943 , military censor M&W type A500 no. 3430 to Master Oliver, 

Moyamba ( Figure 4) 
 
Gambia 
I have no significant holding and none of what I have are internally censored. No other WASC member I 
have consulted can produce one. 
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Figure 3; internally censored letter from Maiduguri to Kano, Nigeria ,redirected to Abeokuta, May 1942 

 
Figure 4; internally censored cover from FPO 537, Sierra Leone to Moyamba 

 
Reference 
1. Martin J.J. & Walton F.L., West African Censorship,  WASC, Dronfield 2nd Edition 1999 
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At one position, the 1 in £1 is slightly “thicker.”  
This is hard to see with just a single stamp but, when 
a number of stamps are examined as a group, the 
slightly thicker numeral is relatively easily detected. 
 
The distinctive alignments and characteristics allow 
plating of more than 20 of the 25 positions in a sheet 
with a varying degree of ease.  These are described 
and depicted below.  Three confounding factors are 
the slightly greater (or lesser) inking of the overprint 
on some stamps, the degree of ink adherence to the 
stamp, and ink spread.  Stamps confirmed to be from 
a specific position in a sheet can show the bars and / 
or the letters full and complete or occasionally 
partial and incomplete.  Again, compare the two 
stamps in Figure 1.  Also, the loop of the £ can occur 
open or filled in because of ink spread. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Overprint Characteristics – Specific Positions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4. Loop and crossbar on the £ symbol 
complete and undamaged. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3. Characteristics of the £1 on 500-franc 
Type 2 Overprint. 

 
Figure 5.  Loop complete but  

crossbar slightly damaged 
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Figure 7. Loop complete but flat on left side. 

Figure 8.  Loop complete but indented on left side. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 9. Loop almost broken.  The ink spread 

gives the appearance that the loop is barely intact. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6.  Loop complete but weak.  Part of the 
loop appears almost two dimensional under 30X 

magnification. 
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The following sequential approach is suggested to plate the £1 Type 2 stamps: 
• Presence of selvedge, corners in particular. 
• Condition of the loop and the crossbar on the £ symbol. 
• Relative bar alignments.  Note – aligned or well aligned, when noted below, does not necessarily 

mean perfectly aligned. 
• Specific bar characteristics.  As more stamps are examined, additional bar characteristics (as opposed 

to artefacts) are likely to be confirmed for various positions. 
 
Some of the bar characteristics described below may be obscured by the well inked engraved numerals of 
value of the basic stamp and, thus, may not be visible in Figures 4-11.  Nonetheless, the characteristics are 
present and can be seen under high magnification or on stamps where the overprint is slightly shifted 
relative to the 500. 
 
The loop and crossbar on the £ symbol is complete and undamaged at eight positions: 1, 6, 8, 9, 11, 19, 23, 
and 25.  Relative bar alignments and characteristics allow plating of five of these positions (Figure 4).  
Differentiation among the other three positions is challenging. 
 
• Position 1.  Top bar – lower edge indented at right end.  Bottom bar – right end to right and tapered 

upward to the left.  Bars aligned at left end. 
• Position 8.  Bars well aligned.  Bottom bar – scalloped on lower edge near right end;  scalloped on 

upper edge to right of centre. 
• Position 11.  Top bar – right end slightly to right;  right end indented.  Bottom bar – bump at bottom 

of left end.  Bars aligned at left end. 
• Position 19.  Bars well aligned.  Top bar – top of left end indented. 
• Position 23.  Bottom bar – left end to left;  indentation on lower edge near left end.  Bars aligned at 

right end.  1 in £1 slightly thicker. 
 
The loop is also complete and undamaged at Position 3, but the left portion of the crossbar is damaged and 
almost broken.  This characteristic does not display well in a scan.  The bars are well aligned.  For the 
bottom bar, the right third of the upper and lower edges are indented, giving an appearance of a tall thin 
bottle lying on its right side (Figure 5).  
 
The loop is damaged to a greater or lesser extent at the remaining 16 positions in a sheet of 25. 
• Loop complete but weak:  Position 13 (Figure 6).  The loop appears to be thinner and, under 30X 

magnification, part of the loop appears almost two dimensional.  Top bar – slightly to left.  Bottom 
bar – slightly to right. 

• Loop complete but appears flat at left side (Figure 7).  This can be difficult to display in a scan 
because of ink spread but, under 30X magnification, the three-dimensional flattened shape of the 
loop, relative to ink spread, is clearly visible. 
• Position 2.  Bars well aligned.  Bottom bar – scalloped on lower edge near right end. 
• Position 5.  Top bar – right end to right;  left end aligned with end of bottom bar.  Bottom bar – 

top edge scalloped toward left end. 
• Position 7.  Top bar – left end slightly to the left.  Bottom bar – right end slightly to right. 
• Position 21.  Bars well aligned at both ends.  Top bar – left end rounded. 

• Loop complete but indented at left side (Figure 8): 
• Position 10.  Top bar – left end to left;  indented on upper edge at right end and scalloped on 

upper edge near left end.  Bottom bar – right end slightly to right. 
• Position 16.  Top bar – knob at right end.  Bottom bar – right end slightly to right and left end 

slightly to left;  right end indented. 
• Position 18.  Top bar – knob at right end.  Bottom bar – left end tapered. 

• Loop almost broken:  Position 14 (Figure 9).  On the examples seen, the ink spread gives the 
appearance that the loop is intact, but barely.  Bottom bar – left end slightly to left.  Bars aligned at 
right end. 
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• Loop completely broken but much of the loop is still present (Figure 10): 
• Position 12.  Bars aligned at both ends. 
• Position 15.  Top bar – right end to right.  Bottom bar – left end slightly to left;   lower edge 

scalloped from left of centre toward left end. 
• Position 17.  Top bar – left end to left.  Bottom bar – right end to right;  right end indented. 
• Position 24.  Left crossbar on £ short and weak.  The bars give the appearance of poor ink 

adherence.  Additional stamps from this position must be examined to determine whether this 
is a constant characteristic or an artefact. 

• Loop completely broken and much of the loop is missing (Figure 11): 
• Position 4.  Left crossbar on £ shorter.  Bottom bar – indented on top edge midway between 

centre and left end. 
• Position 20.  Left portion of crossbar on £ almost completely missing.  Top bar – right end to 

right.  Bottom bar – left end slightly to left. 
• Position 22.  Left crossbar on £ short.  Bars well aligned.  Top bar – right end indented.  Short 

dash above second U in REPUBLIQUE, also poor ink adherence for the final E.  Additional 
stamps from this position must be examined to determine whether the weak final E is a 
constant characteristic or an artefact. 

 
All of the stamps to hand can be plated to one of the 25 positions in the sheet, leading to the conclusion that 
only one plate was used to overprint the stamps. 
 
Comparison with other Stamps in the Series 
 
The presence of the bottle-shaped bar at Position 3 prompted a careful examination and comparison of the 
characteristics of the overprint bars and their position in a full sheet with the bars used to overprint other 
stamps in the series.  A bottle-shaped bar also appears in the 5/– and 10/– Type 3 overprint.  There is, 
however, no correlation.  The plate used to prepare the £1 Type 2 overprint was not adjusted to overprint 
any other stamps. 
 
Conclusions 
 
Only one plate was used for the £1 Type 2 overprint, and that plate was not involved with the overprinting 
of any other stamps in the series.  With magnification and the scans and information presented here, single 
stamps can be plated for more than 80% of the positions in a sheet.  With 30X magnification and reference 
materials, essentially all positions can be plated. 
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Figure 10.  Loop completely broken but much still present. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11.  Loop completely broken and mostly missing. 
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Sierra Leone - 1964 missing colour varieties 
 

Robin Peters 
 

Lot 352 in Eastern Auctions’ (of Canada) sale of 28 May 2011 was the block of four of the 2/6d “New 
York World’s Fair” stamp of 1964 (SG295) illustrated below. (Figure 1). The value is omitted from the top 
right stamp of this mint part sheet. The item sold for $700 Canadian plus 15% buyer’s premium.  
 
I would have expected any missing part of the design of any stamp in this issue, postage or air mail, to 
affect the entire sheet of 30 stamps, but in this case there are three normal with one error. Illustrations of a 
similar item from my collection (Figures 2 & 3) show how this might have happened, but I would need to 
have inspected this auction lot for paper folds in the backing paper. There is nothing visible in this image.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1;  1964 New York Worlds Fair 2/6d (SG 295) mint block of four on the normal waxed backing 
paper, the top right one with missing colour and value.  

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2;  1964 New York Worlds Fair 6/- 
(SG 297) mint block of four on the normal 

waxed backing paper, the top right one with 
missing colour and value.  
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My own example is from the same air mail issue, but of the 6/- value. The top right hand stamp in another  
block of four is missing the value and “AIR MAIL”. A missing value error is listed by Stanley Gibbons for 
the 6/- denomination in this set as their SG297a. They also list other values in the same set with the same 
error, but do these originate from complete sheets which missed that part of the printing process? These two 
illustrated varieties are a different printing error in which the missing value is found printed on the reverse 
of the backing paper (Figure 3). So should these be listed by SG as a different variety? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 
 
In a similar vein, I can illustrate as figures 4 and 5 a copy of the 7d air mail value from the same set 
(SG292) with the mauve colour missing, comprising the globe as well as the words “AIR MAIL” and the 
value. Again, this is not listed by Stanley Gibbons and again the missing part of the design can be found 
printed on the reverse of the backing paper.  

Figure 4; 1964 New York Worlds Fair 7d (SG 292) 
mint single on the normal waxed backing paper, 

with missing colour and value.  

Figure 5; showing the reverse of the backing paper 
of figure 4 with the missing colour (globe,  

AIR MAIL and value) printed on it  
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Cape of Good Hope mail to the West Coast of Africa  
via Madeira in 1903 

 
Robert Johnson 

 
This article was first published in the Cape & Natal Journal, June 2013 and is reproduced here with 
permission of the editor and author. 

 

Fig. 1 

 

Fig. 2 
 

This postcard (Fig.1 front and Fig. 2 back) was posted at Alfred Docks in Cape Town on 3 February 1903. 
It was carried on a Union Castle mailship bound for the United Kingdom (Southampton) but was 
transferred to the post office at Funchal, Madeira on 17 February 1903 when the mailship called there. An 
extract from the Contract made between the Government of the Cape of Good Hope and the Union Line 
(the same was in the Castle Line contract) for the period between 1 October 1888 and 30 September 1893 is 
set out opposite as Fig. 3. The back of the postcard was printed in Germany on a CGH PO 1d postcard.  
































