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POLONUS TO PARTICIPATE IN POLISH 
AMERICAN CONGRESS EXHIBITION 

During the course of the com­
ing Polish American C on gr es s 
Eighth National Convention to 
be held in Chicago August 14, 
15, 16 at the Sherman House, 
a philatelic and numismatic exhibition 
is being planned by the Philatelic 
Committee of the Illinois Division of 
the P.A.C. 

Our honorary member, Dr. Edward 
C. Rozanski, is President of the P.A.C. 
Illinois Division and one of our new 
members, N. Z. Zbyszewski, is Chair­
man of the exhibition. 

111e theme of the exhibition will 
be "Copernicus and Space." However, 
the exhibition will not be limited to 
this topic as other historical displays 
are planned. 

At the last meeting Polonus voted 
unanimously to participate and prom • 
ised to help in advising the exhibition 
committee and loan ing them frames. 

Polonus will show its Polpex sheets, 
covers, Paderewski, Millennium and 
other material issued by the society. 
Zdzislaw Wagrowski will show his 
"Copernicus In Philately" collection. 

In the numismatic segment there 
will be a Polish coin exhibit prepared 
by the Polish American Numismatic 
Association and a military medal dis­
play from the 'Collection of Joseph 
Ciszewski. 

.r • -

To assist Mr. Zbyszewski with 
the coming exhibit, the P.A.C. 
has asked aid of Roman Rei­
nowski, Roman Burkiewicz, Po­
lonus president Chester Schafer, 

Slavic specialist John Tomcik, and Po­
lish American Numismatic Association 
secretary Stanley Garczynski. 

By way of this exhibition th Polish 
American Congress will launch the 
Copernicus Celebrations in the Unit­
ed States which will last through 1973. 

TIDBITS 
Member Jerzy J. Bialy of LaGrange­

ville, N.Y. won a first prize for his 
exhibit at the local DUPEX show. 

Get well wishes to Zbigniew Mikul­
ski of Switzerland who is recuperating 
from a skiing accident resulting in 
some broken ribs·. 

Chester Schafer was guest speaker 
at the Hawthorne Stamp Club April 
9th. His topic was "Central Lithua­
nia", the grand award entry at POL­
PEX 1970. 

APPLICANTS PENDING 
Thomas J. Czerwinski 

160 Forrest Ave., Lot 44 
Springfield, Ill. 62 702 

John G. Tomcik, Jr. 
924 N. Wokott Ave. 

Chicago, Ill. ~0622 
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THE 1924-25 "GOLD ST AND ARD" SET 
By EDWARD NOWAK, SR. 

Reprinted from LINN'S STAMP NEWS 

During the early years of Poland's 
resurrection after vV orld War I, when 
the nation was in extreme poverty, the 
abandoned paper currency of German, . 
Russian and Austrian origin was worth­
less. Most of the adhesives· in use at 
that time were stocks of stamps left 
behind by retreating enem:es who had 
subjugated the Polish nation over 100 
years. These captured stocks of post­
age were utilized by overprinting for 
Polish use. Later, some semblance of 
stamps with Polish motifs. and in the 
r:ative language were produced. 

Because of hardships, lack of ma­
terial ;-ind printing machines during 
the early organization of Postal Ser­
vice Offices a lot of important phila­
telic information and records were lost 
for posterity. 

Only now some of the early Polish 
stamp issues are being authent;cated, 
factua ted through the philatelic re­
search and willingness of American 
col1ectors who sp~ak the Polish lan­
guage, to share the newly discovered 
mformation with philatelic brethren 
who know only the English tongue. 

Is this· respect a lion's share of cre­
dit is due the American press willing 
to assign valuable space for publicity 
and as a public service. 

Poland's issue of 1924-26 of the sim­
ple and drab looking acl'he1,ive in the 
new gold currency is one of the least 
written about. The philatelic history 
of the issue is almost unknown; even 
the name of the artist who created 
the motif for the stamp is not known. 

Only recently this writer received 
some new data from Warsaw - from 
several prominent philatelic historians 
-and some books (in the Polish lan­
guage) touching on this issue. The 
gift was from the government spon­
sored "Ruch" enterprise. 
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The facts and information thusly 
gained is hereby shared with our Po­
lonus collectors of Polish stamps. 

TJ1e eleven-stamp issue was p12ced 
for first day of sale May 1, 1924. T11e 
adhesives were typographed in the Po­
land Graphic Institution. Two types 
of paper were used for; printing: type 
"X" quality and type "Y" of medium 
thickness. Polish guage perforations 
listed are 11 ½, 11 3/ 1 or line:11 101

1~ 

X 12½. 
T11e issue consisted of eleven stamps 

listed (with s-ome variations) in the 
existing Polish records as fellows: 

1 grosz light brown; 2 gr. dark 
brown; 3 gr. orange and b) imperfo­
rate; and 5 gr. olive green and b) 
gray olive. 

Also, 10 gr. blue green, and b) dark 
green; 15 gr. brick red, and b) light 
red; 20i gr. light blue; 2 5 gr. brown 
red, and b) black reel; 30 gr. violet, 
and b) violet blue; and 50 gr. lilac 
blue. 

There are two official proclamations 
to interest philatelic historians, name­
ly, the clenee of the President of the 
President of the Pellish Republic-estab­
lishing new currency based on the gold 
standard basis (one zloty equals 100 
groszy or 1,800,000 Marks) . 'The first 
proclamation was elated April 14, 1924 
and took effect May 1. 

The second official order by the 
Polish Postal Ministry announced on 
the pages of a Government Official 
Publication ("Dziennik Urzeclowy") of 
June 1924, that ... "a general com­
petition for drawings of new a new 
stamp issue, bas·ecl on gold currency, 
is in force . ., ." 

None of the submitted drawings 
accepted and paid for by the Postal 
Ministry was used for pc,stage stamps 
although matrices were made and were 
used to produce proofs. 
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In order to eliminate an expensive 
set of stamps, each of different design, 
the "Ministrv of Business and Indus­
try" ordered; April H , 1924, that a 
simple one-motif issue be printed ill 
clcn c,minations of 1, 2, 3, 5, 10, 20, 
25, 30, 45, and 50 gr. This "Polish 
White Eagle" stamp issue was placed 
for first day sale May 1, 1924. 

'l71e issue was recalled frcm circu • 
lation June 1, 193 3 on orders of the 
Postal i\fo1istry dated February 20, 
1933. 

Procfs cf evcrv denomination, with 
exception of the-25 and 40 gr. stamps, 

1 OC Z:iTA 
I IO LS IGA 

\\·ere printed in the foll owing array of 
cdcr: light brown , dark brown, orange, 
cl:ve green, blue green, carmine reel, 
Pruss:a:1 b'.ue, viclct, and li1ac. 

111c paper used for proc-fs was 
white, smooth, ungummccl, and 1m­
p~rforat~d. All proofs were struck on 
miniature sheets each bearing 3 rows 
of stamps: recorded in the files of the 
Postal Ministry as: • 

First row: 10, 50 and 5 gr. 
Second row: 3, 2 and 1 gr. 
T11ird row: 15. 30 and 20 gr: 
The miniature sheets containing 

above register of proofs were submitted 

(.~ •. - ' 

! ; 
POCZTA i 

POLSKA 

These designs were awarded prizes by lhe Polish Postal Ministry and matrices were­
made from them and used to print prooh, but never for the product:on of act ull!i 
postage s·amps. 
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for acceptance by the Ministry and 
after the approval the material was 
sent to Poland's Postal Museum in 
\1/roclaw. 

Some of these proofs - state Po­
land's eminent philatelists - found 
their way iJlegally on the stamp mar­
ket soon after printing. More of them 
were dumped on thei market by Nazi 
occupants during World \,Y ar II. 

New evidence came to light recent­
ly, verified by Polish stamp experts of 
the existence of imperforatecl proofs 
on sheets of white, thin, ungummcd 
paper bearing one stamp each of the 
foJlowing values: 1 gr. olive, 15 gr. 
light red and 50 gr. red. 

Found in coJlectors volumes - and 
verified by experts of the Polish Phi­
latelic Fecleratien - are proofs of two 
stamps placed horizontally on the 
same paper, but gummed. These two 
are the 25 and 40 gr. denominations 
in brown reel ink. 

The most recent account in the Po­
lish philatelic press thusly describes a 
new discovery in proofs of this issue, 
probably "taken" from the Postal Mu­
seum in Wroclaw by Nazis during the 
occupation of Poland and later un­
loaded on the stamp market. To quote: 

"Horizontal pairs of proofs of the 30 
and 2 gr. Eagle stamps printed in vio­
let ink were recently found. The proofs 
are on white medium thick and un­
gummecl paper. Also 50 and 15 gr. 

in lilac and reel; and the 10 and 15 
gr. in greenish blue and reel inks were 
discovered in an assemblage of a Lub­
lin collector. The stamp pictures of 
all proofs in this find are separated 
with a margin that makes the recog­
nition easy . . ." 
. Acco.rding to records in the Postal 

Ministry, the stamps were printed from 
zinc plates, divided into six sections, 
each containing 100 stamps. The 50 
gr. adhesive printed! at the end of 
19 2 7, was produced with two-sector 
plates, each of 100 copies; form III, 
containing only cne sector was utilized 
early in 1928. 

One of the six-sector plates printing 
the 40 gr. stamps held one matrix 
of a 25 gr. denomination. This form 
of a printer's mistake was eliminated 
after discovery by cutting out the of­
fending matrix and replacipg it with 
a proper 40 gr. copy. 

The finished sheets containing that 
lone 25 gr. among 99 stamps of 40 
gr. value were "corrected" by cutting 
out the offending stamp before deli­
very to post offices. 

Several sheets with the 25 gr. mis­
take found their way into postal cir 
culation - in some unexplained man­
ner -- and form a sought-for philate­
lic item, especially if united with the 
40 gr. adhesives. 

Some covers are known to exist with 
a united pair of 2 5 and 40 gr. stamps 
properly cancelled and used postally. 

In an error suggestive o,f !he famous United States "Sc 
Red'" in a pane, of 2c st'cmps, a 25 groszy stam'p was 
printed in a few pc,nes of the , 40 gr. value. The aboye 
ship of l'hree from the Poli!h Postal Museum in Wroc­
law r,hows two 40, gr. and a 25; only e:ght other such 
examples exist in private collect ions in Poland. 
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The Polish Postal Museum in Wro­
claw once had among its collections a 
complete sheet of the rarity, but dur­
ing World War II th;s fine example 
was lost for posterity, probably des­
troyed by the Nazi occupants. 

T11e whole issue is free of differenc­
es with the exception of 30 gr. adhe­
sives printed on thin paper. In this 
denomination several sheets were print­
ed in ink definitely violet blue in in 
place of the assigned strictly violet 
color. A few of these sheets with the 
mistake in color, were sold for p:i,stal 
use exclusively in \Vlcclawek and Da­
widgrod, and the majority of existing 
covers show cancellations of the two 
post oHices. 

Delving into philateFc wntmgs in 
the Polish language, it is generally 
agreed that all the sheets, whether 
from six-, two- or single-sectors were 
mechanically gummed after printing. 
The thickness of the gum is not al­
ways even. 

The horizontal perforations are re­
corded as 10½, ll1/2 and 12½. Per­
foration other than lin;al is of the 
11 % : 11 ½ guage. 

1(-UNE PAGES 
FOR 

!?OLAND 

Supplement # 14, 1969 
Now Ready at $2.15 

plus 35c postage 
Write us for a special price on 

complete Poland pages 
(to Members of Polonus only) 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C Kabylka 

Box 159, Berwyn, Ill. 60402 

Poionus Bulletin, April 1070 

Philatelic records compiled on this 
issue show that a partly imperforated 
sheet of 30 gr. stamps from the: fost 
(original) printing on thin paper was 
sold at a :.,tamp window of the Lodz 
postoffice. A.dhessives from this partly 
perforated sheet were used for prepay­
nrnnt of • letters and a part to cover 
post:ige on parcels. 

These postally used and cancelled 
adhesives, tied to original covers, fon11 
today's fine example of philatelic: ra­
rity, but such pieces must bear the 
Lodz cancellation of 1924. 

The existing examples of partly per­
forated stamps, in mint condition, are 
from the archives of Poland's Phila­
telic Museum in Wroclaw looted by 
Nazis during the \Vorlcl \Var II oceti­
pation. 

Bibliography: Col. Larking, Great Bri­
tain, "Poland, The Postal Issues," June 
1931; vV. Rachmanow, "'i1/yniki Kon­
kursu Na Nowe Znaki Pocztowo" 1921; 
"Kuryer Filatolisyczny" 1926; and "The 
National Philatelic Organization Ruch", 
Wars,aw 1960, Vol. I. 

LITHPEX XIV 
LITHPEX XIV has been set for 

October 23-25, 1970 at the Balzekas 
Museum of Lithuanian Culture, 4012 
Archer Ave. in Chicago. The sho,v 
will commemorate the golcle1J apniver­
sary of the Lithuanian Const1tution 
Assembly. Entry blanks may b~ ob­
tained from Ignatius Sakalas, 7.3 S6 S. 
Campbell Ave., ChicagC1, Ill. 60629. 

PILSUDSKI AND LITHUANIA 
The Lithuanian Philatelic Society 

of New York Bulletin is currently run­
ning an extensive historical article, on 
"Pilsudski ·and Lithuania" by Antanas 
Ragauskas. It's title is "The La,t Act 
of the Josef Pilsudski Drama" and de­
scribes the General Zeligowski Quasi­
Rebellicn and Central Lithuania. The 
article is in the English language. It 
began in July 1969 and has appeared 
in five editions thus far. 
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Philatelic Literature Review 

FIELDPOST OF THE POLISH 
LEGIONS - 1914-18 

"Poczta Polowa Legion6w" 
by Col. Jan Z.F. Berek, London, 1968. 

Published by the Union of Polish 
Philatelists in Great Brita;n. 9 5 pages. 
Completely bi-lingual, English text by 
Sydney J. Capes. 

As a result of a monograph by the 
author published in 1964 on stamps, 
postal stationery, and cancellations of 
the Polish Legion Field Post which 
began operations in August of 191-f, 
many supplementary markings, can­
cellations, seals· and others collectors' 
holdings· poured into Col. Bcrek from 
Poland and other places abroad. This 
permitted him to expand his original 
study into a comprehensive and elabo­
rately illustrated treatise which tre­
bled the original number of illustra­
tions. Bes·ides the collection of Col. 
Berek, four other leading collections 
were accessible for a full compilation 
-those of Sydney J. Capes cf Great 
Britain, Mr. J. Kucharski of New 
York, Mr. \V. Rath of Vienna and 
Mr. A. Szebel of Chicago. 

It might be mentioned here that in 
1860 the first Polish stamp was issued 
for that part of Poland partitioned by 
Russia. After this, there were no more 
Polish stamps until 1914 when Pil­
sudski began his March to Freedom 
with Polish units sponsored by Austria. 
As these units cro,sed into Russian 
Poland, an immediate need was created 
for the Army's postal service with post­
age stamps·, postal stationery, hand­
stamps, censor seals, and other postal 
needs. These stamps· and markings 
were under the jurisdiction of NKN 
- "Naczelny Komitet Naroclowy" 
(Supreme National Committee) which 
expanded the issues and their appli • 
cability as conditions demanded. 

The first two stamps, both reel, were 
printed on the same sheet, 4 x 4 
of the 5 hal. (white background) for 
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registered letters at the left, and 4 x 4 
of the 10 hal. (reel background) for 
money letters· at the right. They were 
used as the Polish Legion op~ratecl in 
Russian Poland, as Austr'an st'lmps· 
were still valid in Au~trian Poland. 
But to serve the needs of the milita~y, 
especially in ever-changing situaticns, 
varic,us Polish, Austrian and Germm 
marks and inscriptions. appear. 

The use of various post cards, letter 
cards and envelopes was widespread- -
Austrian and Hungarian postal station­
ery of all kinds was hanclstampecl to 
give it a military character exempt 
from postal charges. Each military for­
mation had its own markings. There 
were Polish Eagles of many eras with 
and without the crown, with and with­
out the sh ield, some with the initial 
"L" or "S." T11e hanclstamps originat­
ed in many bases. All this material 
serves as documentary evidence of the 
history and operations of the Legion. 

A large portion of Col. Bcrek's book 
is devoted to the fielclpost stationery 
and to the multitude of hanclstamps, 
censor marks, and clatestamps used by 
the respective brigades and non-com­
batant units. 

The Legion was· cli ,bancled in 1913. 
Up to this time Legion handstamps 
still appeared side by side with those 
of Austrian and Hungarian post offices 
on communications from the military, 
auxiliary, staff, hospitals, and other 
organizatiqns. 

Myron E. Steczynski 
--.-

ALPEX 799 A WARD WINNERS 
Congratulations to Polonus member 

Robert Hochmuth who took the best 
in the show, Grand Award and Presi­
dent's Award in Buffalo's Plewacki 
Post Stamp Society ALPEX 799 show. 
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NEW ISSUES 
100th Anniversary of Lenin's Birth 

The Polish Post Office will issue 
three commemoratives on the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of Vladimir 
Lenin depicting scenes from hiS' life 
from documentary photographs. Steel 
engraved and tvpographecl on com­
mon paper in shects of 50 by PWP\V 
of vVarsaw. Designed by K. Tarkow­
ska. Quantities to be isS'uecl: 

40 gr. - 6,000,000 
60 gr. - 6,000,000 

2.50 zl. - 2,500,000 
First clay cf is:ue: April 22, 1970. 

PHILYMPIA NOTE 
Following the resignation of Cyril 

Andrews, M. A. Bojanowicz, r.cl.p., 
has taken over the chairmanship of 
the Sub-Committee for the Foreign 
Commissioners to PHILYMPIA. All 
correspondence regarding the Foreign 
Commissioners to Philympia should be 

sent to M. A. Bojanowicz, c/o Phi­
lympia or to: 40 West Hill, \Vembley 
Park, Middlesex, England. • 

ELECTIONS AT BUFFALO CLUB 
Polonus· member C. J. Wloch was 

i"e-elecrecl president for the sixth term 
by the Polish Philatelic Club of Buf­
falo, N.Y. Along with Mr. \Vloch, 
other Polonus members were elected 
as officers: Theo. Skotnicki, vice-prc­
S'iclent; John Z. Ordon, secretary; Je­
rome ,S. Mazurek, treasurer; Micha':'l 
Gorinski, librarian; Matt Bartoszewski 
and Henry Skibinski, sergeants-at-arms; 
\V. Krzewicki, Matt Fuszara and Stan­
ley Makarewicz, directors. 

Meetings are held at 8 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Fridays at Acbm 
Mickiewicz Libra1y, 612 Fillmore ave., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 14212. 

Polonus congratulates the new of­
ficers and sends them best wi~hes for 
a fruitful year. 

POLISH TOWN CANCELS ON AUSTRIA 
Do you have rarities in yorn· co lection that you do not know 
about? Just issued a "Priced Checklist of Polish 'j'own Can­
cellations" on the stamps of Austria -- J 850 to 1883, includes 
sections for Polarnl, Bukowin:i, and Silesia. \Vritten in English 
with prices and illus trations included for ove:' 4000 different 
town cancellation combin_a+.ions. Li.mitccl numbered edition avail­
able at special Polonus member pri ~e of $3.50 pos~paid. Regular 
price is $5.00. One cauce lation iclen'.i[ietl could be worth this 
low cost. 

Checklist for Bohemia, Moravia anc1 Slovakia under prepara­
tion and inquiries invited. 

Polish and Czech town cancels on Austria available on app,·oval. 
or supplied against want list. 

' List of tows in - Poland, Bukowina, Silesia, Bohemia, Moravia, 
and Slovakia under Austria - 1850 to 1883, just $1.50 postpaid. 

WESTERN STAM'P SALES 
P.O. Box 3363 Scottsdale, Arizona 85257 
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JOSEPH R. FITZPATRICK 

Member Joseph R. Fitzpatrick, Busi­
ness Manager of Space Craft Covers 
in Huntington, West Virginia, sud­
denly passed away. He was a pioneer 
in Space philately, and his advertise­
ment of Space Craft Covers consis­
tently appeared in our "Polonus Bul­
letin." 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Friday, May 8, 1970 -

Business· meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 9, 1970 -

Polonus members will meet in the 
lobby of Chicago's Main Post Office 
at Van Buren and Canal Streets at 
10:45 a.m. and take part in a ceremo­
ny opening an exhibition of stamps 
of Free China. The Postmaster Gen­
eneral of Free China will be the hon­
ored guest. 
Friday, May 22, 1970 -

Program meeting to be announced. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Michael Goe 

1936 N. Harding Ave. 
Chicago, Ill. 60647 

Stanislaw Skrzyniecki 
402 3 E. 5 3rd St. 
Cleveland, Ohio 4410 5 

M. Ciolko 
1140 W. Pratt Blvd. 

Chicago, Ill. 60626 
Edward Link 

4952 N. Nordica Ave. 
Chicago, Ill. 60656 

Irene Orzechowska 
6900 W. Ohio Ave. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 53219 
M. Puchalski 

31 46 W. Medill Ave. 
Chicago, Ill. 60647 

T. Wojtkowski 
1833 N. Sawyer Ave. 

Chicago, Ill. 6064 7 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY~' 
Alfred Szebel, Secretary 

9041 Emerson. DesPlaines, Ill. 60016 
Stanley Dobrzycki, Treasurer 

1935 N. Tripp, Chicago, Ill. 60639 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor 

·864 N. Ashland, Chicago, 111. 60622 
Lester Jankowski, Publications Chrm. 
7303 Kildare, Lincolnwood, Ill. 60646 

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political. Views expressed by authors 
of articles appearing herein do not 
necessarily express the views of the 
Polont:is P.hilotelic Society. 

- Annual Dues ore $2.50 -

M.A. Ciurus 
5801 vV. Newport Ave. 

Chicago, Ill. 60634 
Christopher J. \Vlach 

460 Wilson St. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14211 

Matthew Fuszara 
195 Howell St. 

Buffalo, N.Y. 14207 
Mel Stachura 

99 Temple Drive 
Cheektowaga, N.Y. 14225 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND 
NEW EXPERTIZING TERMS 
We Expertize All Stamps of Paland, 
Central Lithuania, Field Posts, Ple­
biscites and Occupation Issues at 50c 
per stamp for genuine copy, regard­
less of catalog value; 25c for fakes. 
Will furnish a certificate of authen­
ticity with photograph for additional 
charge of $2.00 . Minimum charge for 
moiling, regardless of the quantity of 
stomps, is $5.00. 

Will Buy or Sell Rare Stamps, Phila­
telic and Historical Material: Interest­
ing Covers, Rare Cancellations, Proofs 
and Errors of tf,e above mentioned 
issues. Will also Buy Classical Euro­
pean Issues. 

ZBIGNIEW MIKULSKI 
9000 St. Gollen, Stauffacherstr. 5 

Switzerland 
Tel.: 071 227830 

Polonus Bulletin, April 1970 


	vol 279 p1
	vol 279 p2
	vol 279 p3
	vol 279 p4
	vol 279 p5
	vol 279 p6
	vol 279 p7
	vol 279 p8

