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Editorial 
Cancelled-To-Order 

A few months ago, a scamp dealer whom we had known for abouc 25 years, sought our 
advice on che United Scates 1930 Graf Zeppelin issue. From che length of cime of chis 
acquaintance, it is obvious char chis man is nor inexperienced, because he muse have been 
in the scamp business for at lease as long as he was known co us. He wished co find 
ouc if a sec of che Graf Zeppelins could be: secured in blocks of four cancelled. We 
cold him char we never recalled seeing any used blocks of four. 

A few first day covers wich blocks of four of the Graf Zeppelin issue are remembered. 
Bue no one would have been foolish enough to remove these blocks from first day covers. 
First, the first day cancellations ofccn did nor hit the scamps. Second, first day covers 
wich the Graf Zeppelin scamps are far more valuable than used off cover copies. We 
proceeded co explain char blocks of four of the lower denominations, the 65c and $1.30, 
do exist on 1930 Zeppelin Flight covers. A block of four of che 65c was used a few times 
co make the $2.60 Round Trip rate. S ince che rate for che "Complete Round Trip" was 
$3.90, a few blocks of four of che $1.30 were used for chis latter type of the Zeppelin mail, 
even chough chis represented an overpayment of $ 1.30. Thus covers wich blocks of four 
wich che 65c and $1.30 do exist, although chey are very scarce. 

When it comes co the $2.60, however, a block of four cost $10.40. Since che highest 
Zeppelin postal race was the aforementioned $3.90, it seems doubtful if anyone would have 
been that excravagenc co overpay a mailing by $6.50, especially since 1930 was a depression 
year. 

This information seemed co disappoint chis dealer, because he had a customer, who was 
crying co collect every United Scares 20th cenrury stamp in used blocks of four. (We did 
nor embarrass him by asking where he hoped co fined used blocks of Scott Nos. 544 and 594.) 
Since chis dealer was obviously so anxious co fill an order for Graf Zeppelin scamps in used 
blocks of four, he again requested char we search our memory co make sure that they did not 
exist. We cold him chat we had never seen such material in all our years of collecting, and 
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held serious doubts char cancelled blocks of four did exist. 
Then he posed chis question- "What about now having an unused sec of Graf Zep· 

peliru cancelled?" He seemed co be very serious about chis, overlooking rhe face that these 
scamps curremly catalog for $870 mine but only $760 used, a big difference of $1 10. Even 
pointing this our did nor seem co satisfy him. So we asked him if the 1930 Graf Zeppelin 
issue would nor look odd with a 1960 cancellation? He agreed, bur with an evident show 
of disappointment. Suddenly his face brightened as he said: "H ow much do you chink ic 
would cosc to have a 1930 cancellacion applied co the U.S. Graf Zeppelin stamps? I have 
a sec of mint blocks of four in stock. Do you chink I could arrange ro get a 1930 cancel· 
lacion on them?" 

H e still is awaiting our answer. 
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UNITED ST ATES 
The Lindbergh Air Mail Stamp 

With Chicago Air Mail Field First Day Cancellation 

By PHILIP SIL VER 

For many years, " the Scott United States Stamp Specialized Catalogue" listed the 
following first day cities for rhe Lindbergh air mail stamp issued on June 18, 1927: 

Washington, D. C., 
Detroit, Michigan, 
Little Falls, Minnesota, 
St. Louis, M issouri . 

Starting wich the 1958 edition, a new liscing was shown for AIR MAIL FIELD, 
C HICAGO. This listing appears in both the 1958 and 1959 editions of this catalogue with­
out price, a probable indication of lack of basis for pricing because of infrequent sales. le is 
surprising, however, that thirty-one (31) years should elapse from the date of issue of the 
stamps until the listing of this first day cancellation. 

The writer does not know what material o r information had been furnished the editors 
for the listing. But, reasoning that more than one such item must exist, diligent search was 
made among the stocks of New York City dealers but to no avail. In examining old 
philatelic sources that might shed light on this interesting problem, the writer came across 
the following item in " Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News"1 quoting from a Post Office notice: 

•~ llllllllllllltl lllllllllllll lll llll llllllOllllllllllllO llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllO UlllllllllllJllllllllllllOllllllllllll lJllllllllllllOllllll lll lll OllllllllllllO lllllll lllllCl•:• 

I I - PUBLIC AUCTION -

I JUNE 8th, 9th and 10th, 1960 i 

C--=

; A Ful;';.~=~.,:~ ':.:"ir~:;;•;,ampa _i __ -=: 

The ColleNion indude- 1110>1 or tlw 
lmporrunt Rarith··· "ui·h a":- -

§ AL'STRALL\ ··Ross- mith" mint and on Cover, COLO~fBL\ #Cl un- g 

--=
! u~ed. FRAXCE ··tic de Franct>"' unlhCd. 110:\Dt.:RA First ls ue unused 0=-~ (no CJ or 12) but include~ ;;: C5, ~I EXICO "'Amelia Earhart"' mint and on 

cover, :\E\\ ' FOt.::\DL'\XL> ··1tawkt>r," " De Pined.:>," "Columbia" unu ed, 
Pl II I.IP P l:\ ES .. .\I atlrid- .\! ani la" is~ue rnmplete all unused, etc., e tc. 

PLU" 

,\n exrl'ilt'nl orrt•ring or 

lJ ' ITED STATl::S. BRIT I II EMPIR E 
un.J GE EHAL FO llErG 

C'ATALOGl 'E ON Ht~QUF.. T 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC'. 

E A&. B 
!111111111111~111:1~~1~111::J~~llll~~l:llllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllOlllllllllllltllllllllll:~:lll~~:1111~1~:10~;11~~111111111111 1! 
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Raymond v. Bahr, 
c/o Wayne M. French, 
204 Franklin street, 
New York, New Yo rk. 

Fi9. I. The 1927 Lindber9h air mail stamp on cover with First Day " Chica90, Ill. Air Mail Field" 
cancellation, June 18, 1927. The handshmped cancellation is hit twice; the one on the left with a 
9reenish blue ink and that el the ri9hl lyin9 the stamp lo the cover in bled. 

"The scamps will be placed on sale on June 18, 1927 in four different c1oes, 
'named especially because of their connection with the lives of either Col. Lindbergh 
or his mother Mrs. Evangeline Lodge Lindbergh. They are St. Louis, Missouri, Oerroir, 
Michigan, Lierle Falls, Minnesota and Washington, D. C.' On the same day the stamps 
will be on sale at the Philatelic Agency and other offices will be supplied as soon as 
possible." 

It will be noted that Chicago was not one of the cities from which first day covers could 
be serviced since a supply of the scamps was nor supposed to arrive there until several days 
later. 

Lindbergh's flight had stirred the imagination of the American public and, consequently, 
many stories appeared in the philatelic press about the issuance of the scamp commemorating 
the flight. Indeed, practically every one of the weekly issues of Mekeel's during June, July 
and August, 1927 carried an icem about the scamps. Thus, searching further, the writer 
came across the following::! 

"The cities chat got cheir supply of scamps for sale on the 18ch of June were 
notified by wire from Washington rhat the Lindbergh packages were not ro be opened 
until 7 am. on chat date and then, in the presence of a government inspector. Con­
sequently, none of the scamps were sold officially until char rime. We have a srory 
that came to us from a substantial source to the effect chat Henry Ford sent twenry 
letters bearing the Lindbergh scamps by special messenger co Chicago wirh instructions 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 
See Page llZ 
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Fig. 2. The Lindbergh air mail stamp on a cover originating in Windsor, Ont.. Canada. Note 
•his cancellation reads "June 18, 1927; 3:30 PM" in Canada. The Chicago, Ill. cancellation is also 
First Day "June 18, 11 PM". At the bottom is the San Francisco, Calif. backstamp dated "June 20, 
1927: b:30 PM." 

that they be returned co Derroir by the 8:30 flight from Chicago. Thus, Mr. Ford 
has twenty leners flown Chicago to Decroic on June 18ch or two days before the Lind­
bergh scamps were on sale in Chicago. The Lindbergh scamps were sold in Chicago 
on June 20th and the rush for the scamps on che part of the public as well as collectors 
was unprecedenred and the clerks from d ifferent windows were impressed into service 
to sell to customers whose queues made the pose office a scene of activity." 

The anention of the reader is direcred co che face chat Chicago did not receive ics 
supply of Lindbergh scamps until June 20th, chus obviating its chance co service first day 
covers on che 18th. 

The story now appeared co be complete; in all probability, the listing in the 1958 edition 
of che Scott Catalogue was based upon one of these twenty covers serviced for Mr. Ford. 
Fair credence was lent co this belief since no further mencion was found in tbe 1927 issues 
of Mekeel's about covers with this Chicago Air Mail Field cancellation. 

One may then imagine the writer's jubilation when he found a Chicago Air Mail Field 
cancellation on a cover purchased in a recent New York Auction. The cover was in a lot 
of approximately twenty covers, no special mention being made of the item in question in 
the description of che lot. (See Fig. 1) Bue, this cover does noc appear co be one of che twenty 
serviced by Mr. Henry Ford. Ir is cancelld June 18 8PM 1927 AJR MAJL FJELD, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS and is addressed co New York rather than co Chicago and is 
backstamped ac the Varick Street Station, New York June 20, 1927, 10:30 am. The 
handstamp which ties che stamp is in black and the other, ac the left, is in greenish blue. 
Judging by the elapsed time of one and one half days, it does noc appear to have received 
air mail service. This, of course, may not be the face; air mail schedules in that period were 
not always kept and flights were frequencly delayed for several days. A rubber handstamp 
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7.5 .1927 . 

!2_~_P.HL~ard..._~~§L~L~-1i~~Is!Y!_Qh~~oi~le. 
Philadelphia, Penn 1 a. 

Fir at day c over (Ch i c a g o, Ill.) Lindbergh commr . air mail 
s tamp. 2c. Cs.nada , gr een s tamped envelope, pos t marked 
Windaor, Ont., June 18, 3 . 30 p.m. , 1927. 
addressed to S~n Fr anoiaco, Calif . 

U. S . air mail stamps a re r egularly so ld at th9 Windsor 
Ont., Poat Offic e (jus t s a were the lOc . U. S . Special 
Deliver y E< tampa be!ore the recent2 0 c . con ve n t. i o n) 
and a s u 9ply o f the Lindbergh ate.mp was re c ei V9d by them 
(f rom Detro it ) , a little b efo r e noon, on the !'irat day of 
iaau e, Saturday, Jun e 18, 192? . Detroit air ma i l f or 
Chicag o clo ses at Windaor at 12.30 p. m., and misa ing tbi~ 
these co vera were included (by the Windsor Poet f f i c e ) 
in the ordinary ma il f or Ch i c ago , where the air mail 

a tamp waa cancelled on arrival - Chicago, Ill, Ai r ~lail, 
June 1 8 , ll P. u., 192 7 . Backatamp9d San Fran ciaco, Cali f , 
6 .30 p.:n., 19 27 . 

f ig. l . The letter enclosed in the cover shown in fiq. 2. 

on che cover flap indicates that it was sent by The Pure Ice and Cold Storage Co., 913 
E. Jefferson St., Springfield, Illinois. One may coojecrure where the sender obtained che 
scamps co be affixed for mailing since, as previously noted, the Lindbergh scamps were not 
even available ac Chicago unril June 20ch. A second quesrion which naturally comes to 
mind is "Which cover was used for the Scott Catalogue lisring, che one in che writer's 
collection or one of Mr. Ford's?" 

At this point, che srory assumes even more incerescing proporrions. A most unusual 
cover was recently acquired by che writer. le was found in a cover accumulacion of one of 
the old-time dealers. (See Fig. 2) . le will be noted char this is a Canadian postal stationery 
irem bearing an imprinted 2c Canadian scamp cancelled Windsor, Ontario, June 18, 1927, 
3: 30 pm. The Lindbergh scamp is affixed in the lower lefc portion, tied wich an entirely 
different rype of Chicago Air Mail Field cancellation than che cover shown in Fig. 1. The 
postmark is dared June 18, 1927, 11 pm. 

This, certainly, appears to be a mystery cover. Where was the Lindbergh stamp 
obtained on June 18th if these stamps did noc reach the Chicago pose office until June 20th? 
Fortunately, che cover contained an insert, (See Fig. 3) 1 which sheds light on the mystery. 
le is a memorandum dated July 5, 1927 addressed to Mr. Philip H . Ward who, ac char time, 
wrote a column, THE NEW ISSUE CHRONICLE, for Mekeel's. The chronology of 
events shown in this memorandum may be detailed as follows: 

90 

I. United States air mail scamps are regularly sold ac Windsor, Ontario where 
they are received from the Detroit post office. Windsor is just accross che 
Detroit River from Detroit. 

2. A supply of che Lindbergh stamps was received from Detroit shortly before 
noon, June 18, 1927. 

. I pril, 19CO 
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3. The Lindbergh stamp was purchased at the Windsor post office and affixed 
to the cover. 

4. Detroit air mail for Chicago closes at Windsor, Ontario at 12:30 pm. 
:>. This cover missed the deadline for the flight. It will be noted that the 2c 

Canadian stamp is cancelled Windsor, Ontario, June 18, 1927, 3:30 pm. 
6. The cover was then included with the ordinary mail for Chicago. 
7. Upon arrival in Chicago, the Lindbergh stamp received the Chicago Air Mail 

Field cancellation, June 18, 1927, 11 pm. 
8. The cover was flown to San Francisco where it arrived June 20, 1927, 6:30 pm. 

So, through a fortuitous set of circumstances, a most unusual postal history item was 
born. It will be noted that the arrival time tn Chicago is 11 pm. Had it arrived a little 
more than an hour later, it would have nor been a first day cover. If it had not been late 
in arriving at the Windsor post office, it would have flown from Detroit which was already 
a first day city and thus never would have received the Chicago Air Mail Field cancellation. 
So, this cover muse have indeed had a charmed life. 

Bur, Mr. Ward never did use the story sent ro him by his correspondent, Mr. Joseph 
Moerr of Kitchener, Ontario. A careful search of the weekly issues of Mekeel's for 1927 
does not disclose its use. 

Once again, then, the writer poses the question. Which cover was used by Score in 
its catalogue listing of the Chicago Air Mail Field cancellation? Was it one of Mr. Henry 
Ford's covers or one of the covers illustrated in Figures I and 2. 
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Why Pay More??? 
I can supply Airmails, Sets, Varieties, Semi-officials, Zeppelins, Balloons, Fore· 

runners, Vignettes, Covers at reasonable prices. Here are a few items by Sanabria 
Numbers: 

Afghanistan 

Alaouites 

Algeria 

Australia 

Cameroons 

Canada 
China 
Dahomey 

l a/Ja imperf. 
lb/Jb imp. betw. 
4a/6a imp. 
4c 
lSe 
4 mint or used 
16a 
502 
SOJ 
502/J in marg inal pairs 
28a imp. 
JS a 
lla imp. 
29 imp. 
JO imp. 
JJ imp. 
SOi a t ete-b. 
4Sb dble s urch. 
ISa dble center 
16a dble center 

s 20.00 
40.00 
40.00 
10.00 
40.00 
S.00 
5.00 

70.00 
80.00 

300.00 
20.00 
20.00 
J0.00 
20.00 
20.00 
25.00 
40.00 
40.00 
25.00 
25.00 

HENRI TRACHTENBERG 
115, rue 

lvry Seine 
Hoch e 
France 

)lemher or nil Airmail So<'lt:tles 

OOOOQQQQQOOOOOOOQOOQQOQQOOQorn:u:a:a:u:waacu:a:a:e:a:u:mpaqaqqqooocu:m 
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COLOMBIA 
The First Mail Stamp 

(Scott C l , Sanabria No. 1 ) 
As most air mail specialists know, for an experimental flight on June 18, 1919 from 

Barranquilla co Puerto Colombia by an American aviator, Knox Marcin, 200 copies of the 
2c postage stamp of the 1917 series were overprinted. This is one of che first air mail 
stamps issued in the Western Hemisphere, as well as one of the first in che world. le is 
easily dated because che five-line overprint reads: "ler Servicio Postal Aero 6-18-19." 

Obviously with such a small quantity, Colombia (Scorr Cl), over che years, has grown 
ro be one of the scarce and valuable air mail scamps. The official status, however, of chis 
stamp long has been quesrioned. Consequently, it has become the subject of a series of 
controversial articles. Some respected aero-philatelists have championed this stamp as an 
issue worthy of listing by every catalog, general or specialized. Bur one well-known student 
of Colombia scamps has written and published much research co esrablish the non-official 
status of this 1919 air stamp. Thus if the latter is rrue, then a general catalog as Scorr 
should nor list its Colombia Cl. 

('\ 

• • • • • : 
• • • • • .. 

• • 

REPUBLICA DE COLOMBIA 
~ 

MINISTERIO DE COMUNICACIONES 

40 ANOS DE SERVICIO POSTAL AEREO 

N! 19046 
(Photo by Boutrelle. ) 

A very strong argument for the OFFICIAL character of Colombia Cl was put forth 
in l 959 by none other than the Republic of Colombia itself, because upon the occasion of 
the 40th anniversaty of this 1919 issue, a special commemorative stamp and a souvenir 
sheet were issued. Illusrrated is the commemorative sheer. Notice in the design the 
stamp on the righr. Close co the center is a replica of Colombia Cl. This design also 
carries che daces, "1919-1959" and che inscription, "40th Anniversary." 

FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS 

See Page 105 



HONDURAS 

The Roosevelt I ue 

By JAN BART 

In 1946, Honduras issued a sec of eighr air mail scamps (Scocc Cl55-162) co com­
memorace the v1crory of the allied powers over Japan in World War IL "The Sanabria Air Pose 
Catalogue" is che only one which liscs che firsr day of issue of these scamps, October 15, 1946. 
"The Scocc Catalogue" gives only che year, 1946, while "The Scanley Gibbons Cacalogue" 
also gives che year, 1946, as che dace of issue. 

The wricer has also consulced the Aero Philatelist News for infonnarion on these 
scamps. On page 47, Volume I, No. 12 che following informarion is found: 

'"/09A Ho11cluras. A new series of 8 airmails were issued on 10-15-46. The values 
are 1 cs red; 2 cs orange brown; 5 cs purple; 8 cs brown; 15 cs dark brown; 21 cs blue; 1 L 
green; and 2 L dark green. The 8 cs value pays homage ro che lace Presidenr Roosevelc. 
The scamps were primed by che Hamilron Bank Noce Company. (Face value in U.S. 
currency is $1.76)" 

The wricer is in possession of informarion which shows chac che catalogue information 
is wrong on rwo counts. Firsc, he questions the dace of issue; second, che reason for che 
release of chese scamps. 

In rhe wricer's colleccion are rwo covers, recendy acquired, which distinctly show an 
earlier dace of issue for che rwo lowesc denominations, the 1 centavo brown-red and the 
2 cencavos orange brown. Both of these covers (Figs. I and 2) are cancelled April 8, 1946, 
fully six monchs prior co the dare given by the Sanabria catalog. 

le should be noted thac both covers are adressed co Mr. Louis Schiappa and char 

f•l.Uuc••••aliiii1 !'"'-"~ ;m111r1~ 
,,,,,.. ,~ 

I '"''l • I " 1 • l . .~~, :-~· I m .. ~ ·~' ~· ~· ....... .,.,. ... . .. , •. , .. ....... .. . 
.. 

• r. 

YIA AIR MAIL 

hu.~j!'~~ 
P.lllJJ!IY :L l. 3 ~ C...-., 

en~ ,, . r' 
u, r;;. . 

Fig. I . Block of six of the I centavo on cover cancelled April 8, 19'46. Note the " First Day Cover" 
handwritten notation in the center of the cover. 
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Fig. 2. Block of four of the 2c on cover cancelled April 8, 19'46. Note that the sender hos written 
April '4, 19'46 in the lower left hand corner above the words "FIRST DAY COVER." h this a mistake, 
or were the stamps supposed to be issued on the '4th instead of the 8th 7 ( Photos by Boutrello. ) 

Fr o!l- J . B. Edlfards . ·~ ·=··m·::, 1 .SJ~~~-_ 
.t.gua Aznl ,Cortcs, ~ 

~ 
rlcp .ot P.ond11ras, C.A. ~ -"" 

~,, '::''•" 
~ oc (. 
- lE> 

•. a. i I Z ... lJE • •• • ~~~ ~ .': 

• Fli\S.i' D.\Y ~Ovfil 

' ~ 
~. 

VIA AEREA 

~r.Ln1 1~ 3r~1~n~a. 

"'"'~ ) "' 1 rr q Avr.. , 
End1cot t, !'. Y. , l • .3 . : •• 

Fig. 3. Cover with the Sc Air Mail and Sc Roosevelt cancelled October 15, 19'46 from the same 
sender to the same addressee os Figs. 1·2, but also marked " New Issue/First Day Cover." 
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they were sent by a Mr. J. B. Edwards, living in H onduras. These names are mentioned 
because the six remaining denominations of the set of eight stamps are on covers bearing 
the same sender's and addressee's names and are cancelled October 15, 1946, the date 
given by Sanabria. (See Fig. 3) One may, therefore, conclude chat Mr. Edwards in 
H onduras serviced Mr. Schiappa with rhe new issues of the country. 

Nore roo, r.hat on the le and 2c covers, the sender has written "First Day Cover" and, 
lacking any other proof to the contrary, these may now be taken as the date of issue of 
these nvo low denominations. In any event, they certainly are the earliest dates hitherto 
recorded. 

The writer has also seen a letter wrirren by Senor Ramon Ynestroza, Sub-Director 
and Inspector General of rhe Department of Posts of rhe Republic of Honduras, which 
states r.hat the dare of the decree authorizing rhe 8 centavo stamp honoring the late 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, which is included in the sec, was July 17, 1945. 

Since the Allied victory over Japan did not take place until August 1945, obviously 
the decree could nor refer to the entire issue of eight scamps, chat were purportedly issued 
co commemorate chat victory. What most probably happened was char there was an in· 
explicable delay in issuing the Roosevelt scamp, and in che interim, che Allies had attained 
the victory over Japan. What a better way buc ro issue che eight stamps and include one, 
namely the 8 centavos, a.s the Roosevelt commemorative? In this manner the sec becomes 
a Roosevelt as well as an air mail sec, making it have a wider philatelic market. 

The question, however, still remains, as ro the reason for the issuance of the 1 centavos 
and 2 centavos six months earlier than the ocher six denominations. The sender addressed 
che covers as "First Day Covers", which perhaps might indicate chat the nvo scamps were 
intended co be issued earlier than the rest of che sec. If they were not so intended, then 
we have the probable answer of an error. Nevertheless, here we have n"o interesting and 
choughc-provoking items for the record. 

The highest price 
ever paid for a single airmail stamp, $ I I ,500, was paid in 
a 1957 Harmer Rooke auction for the 25c on I Oc "Black 
Honduras" (Scott #C 12, cataloguing $17,500). The previous 
record price of $5,300 was paid in 1939 for this very stamp. 

Let us sell your finest airmails for top prices, too! 
Consult us now. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th), New York 36. 

Int { r11<1t io11<1l .J 11ct io11ccrs of Fine Stamps 
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UNITED TATES 

1918 24c Red & Blue Air tan1p 

New Type First Trip Cancel Found 
Those who specialize in covers with the first United Scates air mail stamps know char 

most First Flight covers bear the cancellation " May 15, 1918 First Trip." There arc nor 
many exceprions. On the Washington-New York leg, a few covers have "10 A. M ." in 
the cancellation instead of "1918," according ro "The American Air Mail Catalogue, Vol. ] 
(1947) page 108." Recently a new May 15, 1918 cancellation was found by Mr. Philip 
Silver. This was wrirrcn up by him in THE AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, Vol. VI, No. 2, 
page 53. This cover, that was illusrraced, also was on che Washington-New York leg, but 
the cancellation read "May 15, 4 PM, 1918." 

Early in 1960 I went to Gimbel's Scamp Department, New York, N. Y. co have 
luncheon with my friend, Mr. Jacques Minkus, who is the head of chis department. Mr. 
Minkus was momentarily busy with a customer, so while waiting I began co examine the 
material for sale displayed on the counters. Soon my eyes lie upon some early United States 
air mail covers, all of them being quite familiar co me. Suddenly one cover seemed co 
accracc my particular arrention. It was franked with the first air mail scamp of the United 
States, che well-known 24c red & blue, but I looked at the cancellation several times. I 
could not remember ever seeing one such as this, and many collectors know my interest m 
this scamp goes back many years to its time of issue in 1918. 

As shown in the illustration, this cancellation reads: "May 15, 7 PM, 1918." 
When Mr. Minkus had finished, he came over co cake me co lunch, but I first asked 

him to show me this cover. With Mr. Ben Blumenthal's help, it was removed from under 
glass on che counter and handed co me for inspection. The back of the cover was important, 
because this would show whether this was flown on the first flighr or noc. 

As generally known, the Washington co New York flight did not rake place on May 
15, 1918 because the plane met with an accident shortly after leaving Washington. The 
mail was returned to Washington from Waldorf, Md. where the plane had crashed. Now 
a few maintain that chis returned mail went by train in the afternoon of May 15th to 
New York. If this were true, then there should be some evidence to show this. Evidence 
doer exist, howtl'er, which plainly refutes the misconception that the mail went by train 
from Washington to New Y ork on May 15, 1918. 

AU Washington to New York covers were backstamped on arrival in New York. This 
backstamp reads: "New York, N . Y . May 16 4PM 1918." I t is known chat some mail 
cancelled "May 16, 1918 Washington, D . C." bears the same New York receiving mark. 
There is one exception where a cover is stamped 5PM instead of 4PM, May 16th (AERO 

PHILATELIST ANNALS, Vol. VII, No. 3, page 62) . Now what is the meaning of this 
New York May 16, 1918 backscamp? This dearly indicates the day and time of arrival. 
H ad the Washington First Flight mail gone by train on the afternoon of May l 5ch, ic 
muse have arrived in New York in the evening or the very latest, the night of May 15th, 
and would be so postmarked. To my knowledge, none are. 

The first flight from Washington to New York cook place on May 16, 1918. I possess 
newspaper clippings of the time and have seen a letter written by Lt. J. C. Edgerton staring 
that he had the honor co fly the first Washingron to Philadelphia and New York air mail 
on May 16, 1918, because of the accident of the day before. Certainly all mail flown on 
May 16th muse bear the backstamp "New York, N . Y. May 16 4PM 1918." The cover 
I inspected at Gimbels bore this very receipt mark as shown in the lower left corner of the 
illustration. 

In explaining the recent discovery of two new First Flight air mail cancellations, 
"Washington May 15 4 PM 1918," and this new one described here "Washington May 
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A cover flown from Woshington to New York on the First Flight. The Cancellotion reads "May 
15, 7PM, 1918," a heretofore unrecorded type. The New York, N. Y. backstamp of "May 16, 1918, 
4PM," is seen in the lower left corner. (Ph-oto by Boutrelle.) 

15 7 PM 1918," I agree with Mr. Philip Silver's explanarion for the reason why these new 
types of First Flight cancels have been found. They come from Washington, none from 
New York or Philadelphia. This was all due to the accident outside of Washington on 
May 15, 1918. The New York and Philadelphia flights went off on schedule. 

These two new types of May 15, 1918 markings never should have made che first flight, 
because they were posted in Washington, D. C. too late in the day. The flight was 
scheduled to start ac 10 A. M. Inexperience caused delays until after 11 A. M . The plane 
then took off and soon crashed. The mail bags were returned to Washington on the 
afternoon of May 15th. Consequently, ocher air mail letters posted in Washington on che 
afternoon or the evening of May 15, 1918 went the following day on the Washington-New 
York First Flight. Had the plane not been forced down around noon on May 15th, then 
this illustrated cover would have been a Second Day, nor a First Flight cover. The 
same is true of Mr. Silver's cover, chat he wrote about in October 1958. 

It is remarkable how specialises, such as Mr. Silver and che writer, are discovering new 
material connected with our first air mail service, chat never have been catalogued or 
previously mentioned. These findings more than 40 years later are so interesting because 
the 1918 First Flights were chronicled by some of America's best stamp students in detail 
from che very rime they took place. (H. M. G.) 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL ST AMP OF THE UNITED STATES 
By Henry M. Good kind 

Mostly about the famous 24c red a nd blue stamp of 1918 and the one sheet w i th the 
Inverted Centers. Th is booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional Illustrat ions offers In ­
format ion which few know abou t our f irst air stamp. Price $1.00 postpaid. 

\ero Philu1di~1~. l1w . ' e" York 16. ' . Y. 
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/60 LARGE PAGES--NEARLY 2000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
THE WOltlD'S MOST Wl/JElY USE/J U. S. G4TAlOG ! 

Thi1 buic< Unit•d Sm<1 cualog - compil•d by th< apcru of th• world '• lu&<:ll 11amp firm - is 
a '""'' for <very cnlltt1or. Compl<tely NEW, 1hi1 1960 edition con11in1 160 lug• pag<> with nurly 2000 
clrar and bc1utiful illunr11ionL 

Including up•to-1he-minu1< pricn and filled \\hh 
inform11ion rvrry colltttor needa.. the """° 1960 
editioa of 1hi1 invaluable guide and cbttk li11 
includa: 

• All major t:. S. POIU(< and Airmail iHun ... 
PLUS Special Delivery, Parcel Poot, Officials, 
Pootag< Out, Envelope Squarts, Ponal Cards, 
Teltgnpb and Savinp ttamp1, etc. 

• Revenue 111mp1 illu1nacC'd in cbtir tntirtt) . 

• Popular 1peclahit1 1ocb u mint position blocks, 
plait numbtr block1, mint •hccu, ptrloro1rd 
coils, bookltt panto, first day cnvcrs, proof• and 
otbu ht.ms. 

• Compltl< lllu11ra1<d li11ings of l". S. Pou<•· 
1ions, Conftdtralt S111<1 and Bri1ioh North 
America. 

• Uni1rd Nations, wi1b ntry 111mp dnip Illus· 
tr•ted. 

• Bis Am<rlcana aoction - a poot•I cribut< 10 
tbt linitrd Sratn on fortip stamps. 

• U. S. Stamp Identlfirr- fully illu•1rat•d boot­
In. u.., it 10 c:htc:k your own colltt1ion for •al­
uablt biddm trruurt I 

You' ll find U. S. rtvmut otamps rtproduced in 
1hrir endnry, United N11ion1 complttely illu1-
1ra1•d and 1 bi( 1ptdahy 1tttion fu1uring 
.. Americana" ... 1 pluy of fottign 1tamp1 
honorin1 1hc t:nittd S1a1a. Included. 100, b 1bc 
com~lc1t t:. S. Sr1mp ldcntifitr. This valuable 
fully illu1tra1cd bookltt quickly ohow1 the dlflrr· 
tnce bnwttn rart and common .. look-alikr'' atamps. 

You get all tbi1 in on• bill volum< •.• for only 
25t l Your NEW 1960 tdiuon of Uni1rd Smu 
Stamps will 1erv• you wrll .. . both u a valuabl• 
rdtrtncr book ind u a rtliablr sourtt of supply 
for 1h<1< d<1irablr i1Sut1 at montY·•nin( pric:n. 
i;.., the bandy ordrr coupon btlow. 

NEW 1960 EDITION ... ... ..... ..... 25¢ 

I 

' I 
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U.S. A.· TUNISIA MIXED FRANKING 
Cover Cancelled "Poste Navale" June 24, 1944 
Our member in France, Henri Trachtenberg, came across two covers franked with both 

U.S. a.nd Tunisia stamps that he could not explain. He then wrote to the editor of this 
magazine, hoping to receive an explanation, because of his studies on the "RF" overprints. 

One of the two covers is illustrated. On the left are three U.S. stamps--the two 
air mails, 6c and & of the 1941-44 series, plus a 5c of the 1943 Overrun Nations series 
(France). The total postage paid by the U.S. stamps is 19 cents. If this lerrer had been 
mailed by one in the French Navy using the U.S. air mail facilities and the letter had 
required a triple rate, then the postage would have been 18, not 19 cents. 

On the right are four Tunisia postage stamps amounting co 11.40 francs. These 
stamps were current in 1944. The cover is addressed ro "Poste Navale, Bizerre, Tunisie." 
All seven stamps are tied with the same cancellation reading: "Posre Navale June 24, 1944 
Bureau No. 58." 

~i <..C\\\;- - ~---=-~------
Mir~ Mir - ~ ~Mir 

RF overprints on U.S. air mail stamps or postal stationery were confined exclusively 
to air mail ro che U nited Scates and Canada. They were not to be legitimately used on 
anything but Transatlantic air mail. In the RF articles (AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, Vol. V 
Page 75) Fig. 7 shows the RF cover with the earliest date of use so far seen. This RF 
stamp is cancelled May 8, 1944-well over a month before the U. S.-Tunisia cover. So 
this latter cannot be a forerunner. In our opinion, there is nothing that is "right" about 
this cover. Nevertheless, it is difficult to explain. It may be a philatelic cover; the sender 
probably placed an assortment of stamps on this envelope and mailed it as a curiosity. 

Perhaps after studying the illustration, others may come up with an explanation. If 
you have some ideas, please write the editor. 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 
By Henry M. Goodkind 

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion iuuos such es tho 
Martinsydos. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 1'4 illustrations. 

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world. 
Price $ 1.00. 

Aero Philutdibl~, fn r-. 22 Euot 35 , t rl'cl New York 16, N. Y. 
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UNITED ST ATES 

Discovery of 2c Bicentennial 
Air Mail Revalue on Size 5 Envelope 

By EMMETT PETER, Jr. 

r . Karl •bc r 

c/o General el very 

Mew Or le~'" , L"': . 

OUT 
!JUN l. 

Illustration courtesy of the Philatelic: Foundation, 22 East 35 StrHt, New York lb, N. Y. 

In going through a lot of more or less common U. S. covers a few months ago, the 
writer was startled to find a 2c Bicentennial envelope revalued to 6c for air mail use 
(Scon UC9)-but in the small Si<.e 5 instead of the larger Size 13. 

Having studied U.S. air mail envelopes, I knew thar the Post Office Department did 
not issue chis revalue in a Size 5 ( 160x89mm) , bur only in the standard air mail Size 13 
(17lx95mm). Yer, here it was in the small size! Moreover, it was postally used, flown, 
and with a backstamp. 

To use up a supply of obsolere envelopes, the P. 0 . D., beginning on March 27, 1946, 
revalued a supply of the ordinary 2c round-die envelopes in various watermarks and in 
sizes 5 and 13 during World War II, primarily for the use by the personnel of the Armed 
Forces overseas. Included in the revaluation was the 2c Bicentcnnial-b111 only in the Size 
/]. 

The newly-discovered Size 5 example was posted June 3, 1952, at "Air Mail Field 
Pittsburgh, Pa." le is addressed ro Mr. Karl B. Weber, c l o General Delivery, New 
Orleans, La. In rhe top lefr, there is the rypewrirten notation "To be carried on fi rst 
regular scheduled flight from Greater Pittsburgh Airport." Ir has a New Orleans back­
stamp of June 4. 

Is this (1) a legitimate, rare(possibly unique) U . S. air entire? (2) A counterfeit? 
or (3) a deliberately m~ated "favor item" with no real philatelic standing? 

These air mail revalues must be viewed with suspicion because of their very nature. 
They were surcharged crudely by cancelling machine slugs. There are ten different types 
of these surcharges all readily identifiable. The "Thorp-Bartels Catalog" pictures and 
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Tht• OLLECTOR . CL B PHIL.\TELl..TS. from "hid1 thi. article i re· 
1>rinted, llUbli. hc •• ii.. tim ... u )cur rc•curl'l1 urti1·le· rroru outetanding etuJent •. 
' fomher.hip in tho• Collcl'tOr• Cluh i. open to q uruiricJ 1>hi lutdi•h oil o\l'r the 
\•Orlll. for forther informution. \•rite-

THE COLLECTORS CL 8 

22 E.\ST 35th STREET ~E\\ YOR"- 16. N. Y. 

An atte1n pt to solve 
the mystery of an air 
1nail postal marking 
seen m ostly on mail 
during World T¥ ar II 

THE 0. A. T. POSTAL MARKING 
By HENRY M. GOODKIND 

This story begins with our curiosity about a postal marking that appeared on a few 
air mail covers received during 1944 from the French colony, Reunion. (Fig. 1). The 
recipient, a well-known aero-philatelist, kept one cover for his own collection and presented 
the second one to his long-rime collector friend, the author. At first, sligbt attention was 
paid to the postal marking because our eyes focused mainly upon the stamps that at that 
time were seldom seen in the United States. It so happened that during the course of 
World War II, the special overprints of the Free French colonies were not appearing in 
America, especially from some the out-of-the-way places like Reunion. Later on we did 
notice this large oval 0. A. T. marking, and one day Mr. Rice and the author had a dis­
cussion, wondering about its significance and meaning. Bue at chat rime, no strenuous at­
tempts had been made to seek further knowledge. 

0 
• > 
~ VIA AIR MAIL 

,-~ ... - ........... 

Ill'. S tanlllf a. Bice, 
Rooll 81B, 

120 Bro.ii~, 
I•• Iork,5,l.I. , 

U. S.A. 

Fig. I An •ir mail cover from St. Denis, Reunion m•iled on Januuy IS, 19+4 to New York, N. Y. 
with a Type F (see Fig. 3) O. A. T. muking. (Photo by Boutrelle) 
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In laccer years, in some of the lesser stamp papers, references had been read about this 
0. A. T. marking, but the information supplied was quite sketchy. Also it did not satisfy 
us because there seemed to be better explanations than these articles offered. But we must 
admit we did nothing. 

le was not until 1957 and 1958, when the author was compiling his research on the RF* 
overprint thac really prodded us to do some investigation of this 0 . A. T. marking. Then 
after the RF handbook was published, we truly were challenged, because many, who read 
the RF book, incorreccly assumed that the author was an authority on military air mail 
markings and began writing co seek information. Among the queries chat seemed in need 
of an answer was the meaning of these initials, 0. A. T. Then and there we decided chat 
we really "did not know our oacs;" we should make some attempts co find ouc. 

First we contacted some of the American collectors, who we knew had great interest 
in collecting military markings and covers. One was Dr. Fred Brock of Burbank, Cali­
fornia. He replied that he coo was mystified by chis marking and suggesced that we contact 
cwo in England, who he believed could supply the necessary information. This was done, 
and now che information as received from England is published. 

Mr. Francis }. Field, the well-known British air mail dealer and publisher of the 
magazine, "Aero Field,'' besides being an old friend, wrote the following: 

"I could write you quite a lengthy article regardi.ng the 0. A. T. cachets which 
exist in a variety of sizes, formats and colours of impression. 

• Rf.' (Jtoerpri11/s on [ '11i l 1d Sl11lu• .J ir .\fo il Slnmp., "n<l S/"li1111rr!I (191.J-lli). ( 195 ) Puh· 
lisht·cl b~· thl' C'ollt•t·fors C'luh, Xt' \\ York, X. Y. 11111ler the au~pie1•s of the Theodore E. 
'teinway )l emorinl Publication .Puntl . 
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0.1\.T. 6 

O.A.T. O.A .T. 
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II 
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• . - ,·. .. a . . ~ o o O.A.T. 

Fig. 2 The seven O. A. T. types as described by Or. Gordon Ward of England. 

" 'Onward Air Transport' was applied as a rubber stamp at certain mail sorting 
and handling poinrs in the last years of the War and until possibly early in 1946. 

"Mail carrying by the Allies was undertaken by the Air Transport Command, which 
was a combination of the Allied Air Forces, B. 0. A. C., Sabena, K. L. M. and Air 
France pilors and machines. Certain routes were operated regularly and others when 
occasion demanded. Mails carried by air or surface means to certain main postal de­
pors for the Air Transport Command were thus marked before being passed over for 
flight on the Air Transport Command system. Thus, French Colonial covers carried 
by sea or any non-A. T. C. service would be transferred to the Air Transport Command 
operations at a headquarters in Australia or Ceylon at which point the 0. A. T. cachet 
was applied. Gibraltar, Cairo and later Athens are examples of other staging points". 

Dr. Gordon Ward, whom we had known through previous correspondence, sent us 
a copy of "the London Philatelist" (June and July 1950) , wherein he had published a 
series of articles on "Minor Air Mail Markings," in which reference had been made to 
the 0. A. T. cachet and in addition, he was kind enough to send us further information 
as follows: 

104 

"The letters 0. A. T. were sometimes found on air mail letters posted during 
the war years, 1940 to 1945. They mean 'Onward Air Transmission' and these words 
are sometimes written in full on covers from the Netherland East Indies. I had also 
in my collection of these marks (since disposed of) a cachet which gave the words in 
full, but I cannot remember further details about it. 

" There was good reason for these 0 . A. T . cachers. It often happened that air 
mail correspondence of value arrived by a feeder line at some station on a main air 

.J pril, 1961) 

10 



0 . • 1. T . .llARl\.ISG 

········ . . 

The International Trading Oorporat1on, 
P . O. Box 2987, 
lcOS ANGELES 63. CA1tIJl'ORNIA. 0,8,A, 

Fig. '4 (Photo by Bout re lie) 

·' 

mail line, e.g. the European and far east lines, or transaclantic services. Such corres· 
pondence had to be noted (as to weight value, etc.) and held until it could be for­
warded. When this process had been effected, the letter was stamped 0. A. T. and 
set aside for 'onward air transmission'. I believe that this is what happened but it 
is very difficult to obtain accurate information. It was not a post office job and 
Postmasters at Singapore, Egypt and other points have declared with no Little emphasis 
that they know nothing of it. 

"The collector will of course want to know where particular rypes of 0. A. T . 
handstamps were used. In the accompanying illuscration (See Fig. 2 Ed.) No. 5 is 

AIR MAIL STAMP BOOK 

"The Black Book": the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS, 
Volumes 1 to 8 with Index. 

Price $35.00 

• 
"The Blue Book": the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, 

Volumes 1 and 2. 
Price $10.00 

• 
"The Red Book": the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, 

Volumes 3 to 5 with Cumulative Index for Vols. 1 to 5. 
P rice $ 15.00 

.1 n ry fimil«I wi11li11y of only /if/ !I uf 111c/1. 

St"nJ orJt•r and rt'111it10111·t" lo: 

S1unlr) R. Ritt" 
Room 818. 120 Brooch•n) 
:'.\ e\• York 5. N. Y. 
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Fig. 5 Tho only U.S. stamp seen on a cover with an 0 . A. T. mark. This was mailed by a French 
sailor while serving with the combined Allied Fleet in Mediterranean waters during World War II. 

found on letters from N orth African rowns, e.g. Tangier and Teruan. No. 6 is on 
a leuer from Tangier to Detroit. Ir is or was in che collection of George C. Meyer 
who kindly gave me a tracing of ir. I have seen no ocher example. No. 7 occurs 
on lercers from Addis Ababa. Nos. 8 and 9 were on lercers from Norway to H ong-

Errors, Varieties and Ainnails 
For 30 years we have boen spociali1in9 in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc., 
rogardles. a s to whether they are or are not listed . 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U., U. N., Inverted 
Centers, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs, 
Rotary, etc., etc. 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:­
Albania Abyssinia, Belgium, Brazil, Cenary Islands, Colombia, 
Conqo, Cro11 tia Cztchoslova~ia Danzig. Ecuador, Epirus, Far East, 
France & Colonies Grooce Georgia. Honduras, Iceland, Ifni, Iran, 
Italy & Colonies larvia Liberia, Lithuania. Monaco, Nicarague , 
Paraguay, Poland Romania Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scedla Spain 
& Colonies. Tangie1 Tanna Touva Uruq uay, Venezuela. 

ll'c 1t'ill glacll!! mal;c 11p special offer or selections on appt·oual. 

Please write countries, price range and specialties. (Usual 
references, pleose). 

We are also always buyers of similar material. 

SEREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y • 
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kong-a long series, all marked with one or other. No. 10 seems to be another Tangier 
mark. Ir was on a lerter sent from there to New Zealand. 

" No. 1 L probably shows the rarest of all such marks. I used to have two copies, 
both from the Norway-Hongkong series and they were evidently provisional handstamps 
cut our of a block of rather soft rubber. 

"No. 12 is large, often in red, and is said to be used in Ireland on letters of 
transatlantic origin as well as those going in the opposite direction. It is at Foynes, 
according co Francis J. Field. 

"Ir is not profitable co discuss 0. A. T. markings without mention of another 
mark with a similar origin and usefulness. 'A. V. 2' is the number of an international 
form used in connection with air services. It is, in fact, the form upon which are 
entered the details already mentioned as invovling an 0. A. T . mark, namely, such 
derails as might be required to make ir clear how much of the air mail fee was to go 
to each line or country invovled in carrying rhe letter. 

"The Universal Postal Union meets every five years or so. Ir publishes a book 
setting our what has been agreed upon and gives many many details of the various 
A. Y. forms required. Ir is well worth obtaining this report for the lase 20 years or so. 

"I have never succeeded in discovering what rhe letters 'A. V.' stand for. The 
0. A. T. and A. Y. 2 marks seem never ro have been used on the same airfield and 
there is still much ro be discovered about chem. I do nor know of either mark used 
in the western hemispere" . 

Thus from these rwo auchorarive British sources there are two slightly different ver­
sions of the meaning of the 0. A. T. initials. One said, "Onward Air Transport" and the 
other "Onward Air Transmission." The larrer, according co Dr. Gordon Ward, seems co 
have better evidence co support ir because Dr. Ward mentioned chat he had seen it written 
out in full on some covers. 

As far as we were concerned, chis story should have ended here. Our curiosiry had 
been satisfied by hearing from two Britishers as to the significance of chis 0. A. T. mark­
ing. But someone spread a cale chat we were planning to publish an article on these 0. A. T. 
marks in chis magazine. We never had such an .idea. In the first place, we are no au­
thority on military or wartime postal markings so chat it struck us as presumptive to assume 
such a role by breaking into print on chis subject. Furthermore, at the rime, we were deeply 
involved with the solution of some scamp problems and had no idea of being sidetracked 
to write an article on postal markings. Thus chis report caught us by surprise. 

As word spread about chis 0 . A. T. arricle, we began hearing from Collectors Club 
members expressing their interest and in addition, some forwarded their material in the 
hope that it might be helpful for our writing. For instance, Mr. Ernest H . Bellard of 
Oeveland Heights, Ohio sent us his collection of covers wich 0 . A. T. cachets and we: 
found our interest intensified by the inspection of such a collection. Then Dr. Brock of 
California sent us his material for examination, so that before we knew it we had quire an 
assortment of 0. A. T. covers to study. 

From the Bellard and Brock holdings, we attempted co classify the different types of 
0. A. T . markings to see if we could assign certain ones to a definite locale. This work 
disclosed a total of NINE entirely different types. We selected chose markings chat were 
hit the clearest on cover such as the one shown by Fig. 4 and asked Mr. M urstein, a 
draftsman, if he could copy these co have them suitable for illustration. The result is 
Fig. 3. These are actual reproductions from markings on cover. \'<'here a marking wa~ 
incomplete, ir was so copied. 

These nine different types of 0. A. T . markings were found hit in different colors of 
ink-red, violet, purple, blue and black. The larrer was less seen, perhaps marking black 
as the scarcest. Red and violet strikes were rhe most common. Of the nine rypes, a 
tabulation was made co determine which was the scarcest and those chat appeared most. 
There were over 100 covers examined. Mr. Bellard also supplied us with a listing of the 
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covers with 0. A. T. markings in the collection of his friend, Mr. Carl Sachs of Columbus, 
Ohio. 

As shown in the illustration Fig. 3, Types G, H and I seem to be the scarce ones. Type F 
seems to be the most common closely followed by Types B, A and D in rhis order. 
Without the examination of further material, we cannot claim that this tabulation is repre­
sentative. It might be, but for those interested in this subject, further confirmation through 
rhe examination of more material is suggested. 

Our final task was an attempt to make a census from the material loaned to us of 
the dates and countries of origin on covers with these 0. A. T. markings. They were 
found originating from the following 26 countries: (This list is not complete.) 

Aden Madagascar 
Algeria Malta 
Angola New Zealand 
Ausrralia Northern Rhodesia 
Belgium Pales cine 
Ceylon Reunion 
Egypt Southern Rhodesia 
French Morocco Spanish Morocco 
French Somaliland (Djibouti) Switzerland 
Great Britain T a.ngier 
Iraq Tunisia 
Ireland Union South Africa 
Kenya Unired States of America 

Regarding the one cover seen with a U . S. stamp, this should be explained because the 
only one seen did not originate from Concinenral United States but probably from North 
Africa, a place like Casablanca in Morocco. It was mailed by a French sailor on board 

#Cl -8 
C9-I 5 

Cl6-17 
Cl8-19 
C20-21 
C22-23 
C24-32 
CJJ-34 

Vatican City Air Mail FDC 
SPECIAL OFFER 

Flown to France regist. RR 
2nd air mail set ..... . 
Tobias (30,000 sets issued) 
U. P. U. (40,000 sets issued) 
Gratianus on cacheted FDC 

Dome I st issue, regist. .. . ----·- ···-····­
Now Obsolete on 3 each FDC . --------·-·············--­
Dome 2nd issue on each. FDC .... 

$22.00 
5.75 

65.00 
32.00 
40.00 
18.50 
7.00 
5.25 

We have the finest assortment of First and Special Flights, Zeppelin, 
JET, VATICAN CITY, Approvals. References please if unknown to us. 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
Est. 1912 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

I 16 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y . 
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VIA AEAEA 
PAR AVION 

-.. 
Fig. 6 Cover with 0. A. T. cachet from Tangier (British). 

the Lighr Cruiser, "Georges Leygues" ro the well-known singer, Jan Kiepura, Majestic 
Theatre, New York Ciry (Fig. 5). From our experience and knowledge of the French 
Naval mail through our studies of RF overprinrs, we know that French sailors were allowed 
che same mailing privileges as chose in our own Armed Forces. So if a French sailor dur­
ing chis World War II period wanted to write to America by air mail, he was permitted 
the use of the then current 6c air mail sramp. This cover is not dared either from or back. 
Bur by deducrion, we would estimate that .it was posted before May 1944. After then, 
the RF Conrrol Marking for French Naval personnel using the United Stares air mail 
facilities began. 

Srudying the cancellation dates, the earliest one found with an 0. A. T . marking 
was 1942 and chis was from Aden. A few cancelled in 1943 were seen, coming from French 
Morocco, Switzerland and Tunisia. Many more had a 1944 dare, while the majority of 
rhe covers we exami.ned were dared 1945. Six were found cancelled 1946, rwo 1947, three 
1948, one 1949 and an 0. A. T. mark was seen on one cover dared 1952 This latter in 
Dr. Brock's collection is an air mail registered cover flown from Tangier (British P. 0 .) 
to Hollywood, Calif. Ir is cancelled Tangier April 26, 1952 and backsramped Los Angeles 
and Hollywood, Calif. April 30, 1952. The 0. A. T. marking is the Type B hir with 
purple ink. (See Figs. 6 and 7) 

Finding these 0. A. T . markings used in 1948 and 1949 and even a.s lare as the above 
menrioned cover cancelled 1952 would show rhac the use of this marking continued long 
after World War II ended. 

Before concluding, we would like to include a few remarks as ro the nature of chis 
article. Mosr all of the information came ro us rhrough correspondence and was not ours. 
Also the material studied, outside of one cover, was that of others. No pretenrion is made 
that this represencs the final , authoritative srudy on this postmark. All we did was compile 
and at least get into the record what we had learned about the meaning of this 0. A. T. 
marking. We hope that this might stimulate others, so that in che furure some postmark 
specialist will go deeply into the matter of these air mail markings and publish dlC results 
of his work. 

S ince publication in November, 1959, many letters came disclosing more types than 
chose shown in Fig. 3 and more countries with 0. A. T . covers such as Iceland, Faroe Islands, 
Liberia and Nigeria. 
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Fig. 7 A portion of the rever1e of the Fig. 6 eover showing the three badstamps dated 1952. 

THE LAT'' IA-AFRICA-1933 FLIGHT I UE 
This magazine in its July 1956 number (AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, Vol. IV, N o. 1) 

pointed our in an article chat the 1933 Lacvia air mail scamps overprinted foe the "Latvia· 
Africa Flight" were not listed in the Scoff Standttrd Postttge Stamp Catttlog 11e. le is 
believed that the information concained in this article did influence che editors of the 
aforementioned catalogue, because in its 1957 edition, Scott listed and priced these stamps 
as Latvia C9-13. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

I hereby apply for admis1ion t<l membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual 
dues of $$.00 arc remitted herewith and are to he returned to me if my application is 
not accepted. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

City, Town or Village 

OCCUPATION 

SPECIALJZll'\G IN 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE 

Street 

Zone State 

........ 

REFERENCES 

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic. 

References: 

l. NAME 

ADORES 

Z. NA~!E 

ADORE S 

EXTRACTS FR.OM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE Ill- MEMBERSHIP 

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty- one, 
and who will be an asset to the Society , may become a member. Application for member­
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00 

1 I:! . I prr l, 1960 



Kr. Bernard D. Hal"ller, Director 
H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
6 West 48th Street 
tfev Iorlc J6, llev Iorlr:: 

Dear Mr. Ranaer1 

...... •• •:,s••::•. 
f p<dJ() \• .. .. .. 0 , • 

• ~~ 7c..o ... • . ~-· 

December 29, 1958 

When I uauaed responsibillty u th• Executor or 
Mr. Caapary1 s Estate, I aouctit tbe help ot Mr. Thous F. McCarth7, 
an eainent buainesa aan and t11.1111d ot Mr. Cupal'7, respecting th• 
dispolli tion ot Jllr, Caspa%'71 a at.mp collection. His help to •e baa 
b- invaluable and ill no respect more etrectiTe than ill his 
reco-dstion to ae that the taak ot disposing the collect:1011 be 
placed in the hands or a. R. B&r111er, Inc . 

Th• uount or $2,895,146 realised in the auction!! 
you planned end conducted in itael1' Justified the selection or your 
firm. Your adrlce and Judgllent throughout haTe been excellent. 
Oispo•sl or the 13,500 indirlduel ita.s, ao veil displqed in the 
catalogs you prepared, being accomplished 'Without sn;r dispute 
between us beat testifies to the integrit;y vith llbich your vork 
vaa done. 

'nlat llr. Caspary' s collection vas unique 19 acknovl ­
edged n eryldiere, but the amount reallud vas greater in consequence 
or the nhibitiona and publicity you planned, and the expertneaa 
vith which you conducted the sixteen auctions necessary to dispose 
or the collection ruorabl;r . 

All Executor or the Estate, I aa grate!'ul to you tor 
canying out a large task ao splendidly and in a UDD•r that vould 
han pleased Mr. Caspary. 

Cordial.l;r yours, 

George Humane, Executor ot 
the Lut Will end Testa.eat 
ot il1'red B. Cupary 



You can't collect airstamps without -

THE NEW 
SANABRIA CATALOGUE 

NOW ON SALE 

SINCE 1935 THE COMPLETE GUIDE 

FOR THE AIRPOST COLLECTOR 

This latest edition contains MO RE cover listings, MORE spe­

cialized items, MORE varieties, PLUS the only comprehensive 

listing of essays, proofs, and specimens; also the very latest 

up-to-date air lette r section. 

Price $12.50 

Available only from the publishers -

NICOLA ANABRIA CO., Inc. 
A. Me dawar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


