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POLPEX 86 AT POLISH HIGHLANDERS 
Our next philatelic event is POL­

PEX 86 to be held March 15th & 16th 
at the Polish Highlander Community 
Center, 4808 South Archer Avenue. 

A 1 00 frame exhibition is planned 
with a bourse of as many dealers as 
there is room for in the exhibition 
hall. Bourse Chairman Romuald Od­
rowski reports that dealers who at­
tended last year were well pleased 
with the new location and that he has 
iust aboul sold all tables. 

A U.S. Postal Station will be oper­
ating on the premises using a special 
Polpex cancel. Cacheted covers, sou­
venir cards and sheets will be printed 
for the event showing the dual theme 
of this year's show: "A SALUTE TO 
AMERIPEX 86 and THE 140th ANNI­
VERSARY OF THE POLISH UPRISING 
AT CHOCHOLOW", a town in the Po­
lish Highlands. 

Polpex entry applications are a­
vailable from Entries Chairman Art 
Walinski, 7353 W. Estes, Chicago, IL 
60631. Awards will be presented at 
the Beeba Banquet Saturday, March 
15th in the banquet room adjoining 
the exhibition hall. There will b~ en­
tertainment along with a program. 

As with every Polpex, Polonus will 
publish a colorful program catalog 

with the list of exhibits, philatelic ar­
ticles, ads, patrons and well wishers. 
l?ates for advertisers in the program 
catalog are $50 for a full page, $40 
for a half page, and $25 for a quar­
ter page. Copy should be sent to the 
Program Book Chairman, Chester 

Schafer, 864 N. Ashland Avenue, inl 
Chicago, IL 60622. 

The new location is ideal for out-; 
of-towners and it is not far from Midi 
way Airport with plenty of Motels in 
the area. Plan on coming out to Chi­
cago for this week-end. 

DUES REMINDER 
With the coming of 1986 it is again 

time to renew your membership in 
POLONUS. With the Bulletin we en· 
close a special remittance envelope 
for your convenience. Please use it. 

NOTICE 
Beginning with this issue of 

the l:Sulletin, a new computer­
ized mailing system is being 
used. If there are any mistakes 
on your mailing label, please 
send the correction to Polonus 
Philatelic Society, Box 1217, 
Oak Park, IL 60304. 
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From The President 
It was back in 1939 that a small 

group of Polish patriots living in 
the United $'.ates de:ermined to es· 
tablish a Polish Phila'elic Society. 

·c ould such an ambitious under­
takina be realized at such a troub­

ling time? Yes, b~yond all expec· 
tations the number of interested 
grew, and the Polish p~ila:elic so­
ciety named itself POLONUS. 

Thus for 46 Christmases we've 
exchanged our holiday greetings 
and wishes for Happy New Year. 
We look forward to our GOLDEN 
ANNIVERSARY, when we will cel ­
ebrate the Holidays for the 50th 

time. 
On behalf of our officers I send 

a New Year's wish from us to the 

founders of Polonus, to all our 
members and their families, and 
to our associates and supporters: 
MAY THE COMING •YEAR BRING 
YOU EVERY HAPPINESS! 

-Wolenty Poniecki 

PROGRAM MEETING 
Friday, January 24th. Al discussed 

at the November Meeting, this night 
will be devoted lo " How To Set Up A 
Stamp Collection." Bring examples of 
pages from your collection for cri­
tique. Meeting starts at 8 :00 p.m. 
promptly. 

MEMBERS MART 
MR. A. ROSZKOWSKI 
Coe Braenaf, Holyhead, 

Gwyned LL65 2PN England 
requires a postally used cover of 

Litwa Srodkowa (Central Lithuania) 
or a stationery card of the same. 
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Gems of Polish Philately 
In December 1918 in Tornow, Po­

lish nationalizing overprints were im· 
printed on Austrian s'.amps. These 
stamps appear lo have been made 
for speculative philatelic purposes 
because they usually occur unused or 
C.T.O. Pos'.ally used these stamps are 
rarities. Those shown here are tied 
with the postmark : "Tornow 1, • 2c•" 
dated January 17, 1919 to a piece 

of a pos:al parcel post address form. 

This documents their non philatelic 
usage because these parts of forms 
with affixed s'.amps were not deliv­
ered to the addressee but were kept 
and stored by the post office as a 
procf of delivery. This p iece hos on 
its reverse the arrival postmark of 
Nowy SQcz 1, dated January 1 8, 

1919. 

MEMBERS MART 
URGENTLY NEEDED: for research -
Photostatic copies of philatelic items 
from extermination camps: Majdanek, 
Treblinka, Sobibor, Chetmno (Culm­
hof a/ Neir) and Belzec. Will reim­
burse for copies, mail, etc. Also Ghet­
to items. Ed Superson, 1 850 W. 24th 
Court, Panama Ci ty, FL 32405. 

NEW MEMBER 
Willia_m G . Smith 

1557 W. Beverly Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90026 
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Second Provisional Issue of the General Government 
By EDWARD SUPERSON 

February-March, 1940 

Immediately following the Nazi 
invasion of Po I and, during the 
months of October and November, 
1939, a comple:e inventory of oil 
available Polish postage stamps was 
mode in all post offices of occupied 
Poland. These stamps, issued during 
1937-39 by the Po!ish government, 
were shipped to the Nazi Stole 
Printing Bureau (Deutsche Staats­
drukerei) in Vienna, (occupied) Aus­

tria, to be overprinted as provision­
a '.s and to be used for postage un­
til such a time, when definite slamp~ 
of the so called " General Gouvern­
ment could be printed. 

The inventories reflected most 
stomps were of the postage due ser­
ies of 1938-39. But the Nazi Post 
Minister Ohnesorge, acting on the 
suggestion of the Manager of " Deu­
tsche Post Osten" (German East Post) 
in Crocow, for obvious reasons, de­
cided to overprint the stamps of the 
20th Anniversary of Poland's Inde­
pendence. For Po I es, the signifi­
cance of these stamps was potriotic, 
his:oric and educational. It con only 
be deducted that the Nazi hatred 
dictated that they destroy such beau­
tifully engraved s:amps with on ugly 
overprint. 

:nitiolly, the Nazis wanted to 
overprint a limited number of Polish 
s:amps, since they hod already p7o ­
grammed for December 1, 1939, 
thirteen German stamps of the Hin­
denburg issue lo be overprinted 
"Deutsche Post Osten " with addi­
lional Pol ish mone'.ary values This 
series is known as the first provision­
al issue of the " Genenal Gouvern­
ment." This first series of overprints 
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did not have much propaganda va­
lue for them. However, the designers 
and engravers in Vienna were slow 
in their task of creating a definitive 
issue, for it was not earlier than 
August 5, 1940, before the first de­
f inite s:omps of the "General Gouv­
ernmenl" appeared. Therefore, nu· 
merous additional printings of over­
printed Pclish stomps had to be 
made to keep up with the demand 
of post offices. 

The Polish s:omps were overprint­
ed in the following sequence: eleven 
stamps of Poland's Independence 
five postage due s:amps, one oddi~ 
tional slomp of Poland's Independ­
ence 112 Gr. on 15 Gr. and 16 Gr. 
on 15 Gr.I, two stomps of Rydz­
Smigly, one of Moscicki and finally, 
the three Winterhelp stamps; a toial 
of twenty-three slamps were obliter­
ated with the g hast I y overprint. 
Some of these stomps were over­
printed with different values. 

These s:amps were originally print­
ed on a white, smooth, semi-heavy, 
unwate7marked paper with a yellow 
g ·Jm. They were fragile in handling. 
Perfora:ions are as follows: 

1937- Rydz-Smigly and Moscicki, 
12½ X 123/4. 

1938/ 9-Pos:age due stamps, 12 ½ 
X 12. 

1938-Winterhelp 12 ¾ x 12 ½. 
1938- 1939-20th Anniversary of 

Poland's Independence 
1 2 ½ x 1 2 ¾ or 1 2 ¾ x 
I 2 ½ (3 Zt value.) 

The b!ack overprint, except where 
indicated, was executed on printing 
presses in such a manner as to com­
pletely obliterate the original de­
sign of each s:amp. It depicts the 
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emblem of the National Socialistic 
German Workers' Parly (Na:ional 
Socialis:ische Deutsche Arbeit Par­
tei), or in short, NSDAP or a Nazi 
Pony. It shows the Nazi eag!e clu:ch­
ing the wreathed swas:ika, the cap­
tion "General Gouvernement" and 

a new value in Polish currency. (Nor­

mally, the Nazi Par:y eagle is de­
picted wilh its head to the left, but 

all stamps of the "General Gouvern­
ment" have the Nazi eagle with its 
head lo the right, symbolizing the 
Nazi mi Ii ta ry eagle). Numerous 
printings were made of these over­
prin!s which are different not on!y 
in format but also in composition. 
Thus, each stamp was overprinted in 
a different format, excepl the five 
postage due stamps, which bear the 
same type and formal of overprint. 
Each time on additional overp:inting 
of stomps was mode, new p :a:es 

were used. Most of the overprints, 
even when they were executed in 
the some format, vary in de:ails 
which are easily identifiab:e. The 

main factor contributing ta the vari­
eties of overprin:s was excessive use 
of ink, which resulted in various de­
formalicns of the head of the eagle, 
the wreath, or the length of the 
wing span. 

For example, in one variety the 
eagle's eye extends outside the con­
tour of the head outline, and the 
lower part of the beak is missing. 

Variety fwo shows the eagle with a 
"peak" on top of i:s head, and the 
lower portion of the beak is de­

formed and the w rea:h is almost 
completely oblitera:ed. Varie:y three 
depicts the eagle without the eye. 

Variety four has the eag:e's head 
square, and it looks rather as a head 
of a vulture (!). Variety five shows 
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the bill of the eagle as a blot, simi­
lar to an ink s:ain. Varie:y six has 
a comp!ete:y distorted profile of the 
eagle's head. 

These s:amps went on sale in Feb­
ruary and March, 1940. They were 
invalidated as of Nev. 31, 1941, 
although the provisions were not 
strictly enforced since we encoun:er 
these s:amps being posta:ly used 
after that date. 

A detailed list of this issue follows. 
To p~event confusion as to the se­
quence of issue, oil stamps are num­
bered and are listed in value order: 

King Boleslaw Chrobry 
This stamp depicls King Boleslaw 

Chrob~ (967-1028) we!coming King 
O.to Ill of Germany (980-1002) in 

Gniezno (first capital ci;y of Poland). 
:n the background is St. Wojciech 
(?49-997) b:essing this event. O.to 
Ill also p:aced his own crown on the 
head of King Bo!es/aw and pre­

sented him wilh the lance of Saint 
Maurice, a symbcl of royalty, during 
King Bo:eslaw's corona:ion. St. Woj­

ciech, a former bishop of Prague, 
who was exiled by the Czechs, be­
came active in Pcland and was mur­
de:ed by Teutonic (German) tribes 
;n Prussia while engaged in mission­
ary work there. He was canonized 
a sain t by Pope Sy:vester II in 999. 
This ~:amp was overprinted twice, 
each time wi :h a dlfferenl value. 
(Fig. 1 ). 

14. 2 Gr. on 5 Gr. red orange (In­

dependence issue) (2,488,000 
overprinted). 
a. lnve:ied overprint. 

15. 4 Gr. on 5 Gr. red o:ange (In­
dependence issue), (2,211,000 
overp:intcd). 
a . Inverted overprint. 
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Fig. 1 

King Kazimierz Wielki 
King Kazimierz Wielki (Casimir the 

Greol) (1310-13701, the last King of 
the Piost dynasty, is the theme of 
this stamp: the King with his court 
and nobles greets foreign dignita­
ries in Crocow, who arrived for a 
Political Congress in Sept., 1364 in 
order to decide whether another 
(9th) Crusade should be mobilized. 
Among the nobili ly oltending the 
Congress were the Germon and Holy 
Roman Emperor Charles IV, kings of 
Hungary and Denmark, other princes 
and several of the Piast dynasty 
princes. Ironically, on March 15th, 
1939, Hitler, while annexing the 
Czechoslovak state, slept in the same 
Hrodshin castle built by Charles IV. 
This sf amp was overp:inted ;hrec 
times, each with a different value. 

16. 6 Gr. on l 0 Gr. g reen 1:nde­
pendence), (2,226,000). 
a. Inverted overprint. 

17. 8 Gr. on 10 Gr. green. (Inde­
pendence), I 1,540,000). 

18. 10 Gr. on 10 Gr. green. (Inde­
pendence). (3, 132,000). 
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King Wladyslaw Jagiello 
and Queen Jadwiga 

This ,tamp is a substitution of the 
original stomp of 1938, which at 
the bottom of the design had two 
Teutonic swords and a port of Teu­
tonic armor (helmet). However, early 
in 1939, under the Nazi diplomatic 
pressure the Polish government re­
printed this stamp by removin~ the 
swords and the he!met, while sub­
stituling them with Lithuanian nation­
al emblem and Queen Jadwiga's 
crest. King Wlodys/ow Jag i e I Io 
(1351-1434) and his wife, Queen 
Jadwiga I 137 4-1 399) are the ; heme 
of this commemorative stomp. The 
symbolic Tcu'onic swords were ;ent 
to King Wladyslaw on the eve of 
the bottle of G:-unwold (southern 
Prussia) by the Te:itonic Grand Mos­
ter Ulrich von Jungingen, who in his 
sarcastic gc;!ure wanted to demon­
s' ro· c that King W/adyslow will need 
these additional swords to win ;he 
bottle. The King not only accepted 
the swords, but knel t in the field, 

while raising the swords high, and 
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fjg. 2 

prayed to God to help him win the 
baitle against the Teutons. On July 
15, 1410, he won the ba:tle over­
whe!mingly. Both the two swords 
and the helmet symboiize Polish vic­
tory over Germans. This siamp a!so 
depicts the rector of the Cracow U­
niversity. Queen Jadwiga restored 
this University which she modeled 
after the Sorbonne. This stamp was 
overprinted twice with different va­
lues, and the monetary value of 1 2 
Gr. and 16 Gr. on 1 5 Gr. has ;wo 
different types of overprint. (Fig. 2 
and 4). 

19. 1 2 Gr. on 15 Gr. reddish brown 
(Independence), (3,290,000). 
I. Regular overprint 

a. Inverted overprint. 
II. Narrow distance (0.5 mm) 

between the words 'General' 
and the value number. 
a. Inverted overprint. 

20. 16 Gr. on 15 Gr. reddish brown 
(Independence), (1,217,000) 
was overprinted in b!ue-b!ack 
ink. 
a. Inverted overprint. 
b. Deep black ma:t overprint. 
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Fig. 4 

King Zygmunt II August 
King Zygmunt II August (1520-

1572), the last king of ihe Jagiel­
lonian Dynasty, is shown signing 
the Polish-Lithuanian Union Act on 
July l, 1569 in Lublin. 

21. 24 Gr. on 25 Gr. purple, (!n­
dependence), (3,400,000). 

Marshal Edward Rydz-Smigly 
Marshal Rydz-Smigly ( 1886-1941) 

succeeded Marshal Jozef Pilsudski, 
who died in 1935. He was a gen­
eral se;-ving under Pilsudski in Polish 
Legions before and during World 
War I, 'righting for Po!and's Inde­
pendence. He supported Hitler's plan 
for Czechoslovakia, and historians 
ra:e him as one of the most inept 
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Fig. 3 

Po!ish s·atesmen. There are :wo var­
ielies of this stamp, as indicated. 
(Fig. 3). 

22. 24 Gr. on 25 Gr., steel-blue. 
(Rydz-Smigly), (236,000). 
I. Partially lined background, 

(rare; number of overprints 
unknown). 
a. Inverted overprint. 

II. Criss-crossed background. 
a. Inverted overprint. 
b. Deformed R in GR. 

King Stefan Batory 
King Stefan Batory ( 1533-1586), 

is shown in 1580 conferring a nobi­
lity title on a commoner Kasper Wie­
loch, for his bravery in battle. King 
Batory was a Prince of Transylvania, 
Hungary, and in 1576 was elected 
King of Po!and. He conquered most 
of Russian :·erritories. During his 
reign the activities of Jesuits devel-

Fig. 5 
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oped throughout Po!and and Mikolaj 
Koperni k pub'ished his thesis that 
the sun was the center of the solar 
system and that the planets, includ­
ing the ea-th, revolved around the 
sun. Po!and was internally weakened 
by polil ical turmoil fermented by Po­
lish nobilily. 
23. 30 Gr. on 30 Gr. rose red, (In­

dependence), (1,238,000). 

Winterhelp 
This semi-postal stamp was issued 

on December 21, 1938 in a set of 
three. (Fig. 5). 
24. 30 Gr. on 5 -,... 5 Gr., red orange 

(Winterhelp), (762,000). 

President lgnacy Moscicki 
President Moscicki ( 1 867)-1946), 

criginal'y a professor of chemical 
technology at the Polytechnic lnsti­
tu:e in Lw6w, became ihe president 
in 1926. Under the Polish system of 
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government, he was titu!ar president 
only, and the country was governed 
by Marshal Rydz-Smigly and other 
generals and colonels. (Fig. 3). 
25. 40 Gr. on 30 Gr., rose violet, 

(Moscicki), (286,000). 
a. Rubber plate overprint (light­

er impression, very shiny ink) 
b. P instead of R in GR overprint 

Winterhelp 
Another stamp of the semi-postal 

set of three was issued on January 

1, 1939. 
26. 40 Gr. on 25T 10 Gr., dark 

violet. (Winterhelp), (850,000). 

King Jan Ill Sobieski 
King Jan Ill Sobieski ( 1629-1696) 

was elected in 167 4. This stamp il­
lustrates his triumphant e ntry into 
Vienna in 1683 as its savior. A force 
of 138,000 Turks under the leader­
ship of Kara Mustafa threatened : he 
continent of Europe and laid siege 
to Vienna. Responding to the request 
of the Pope, Innocent XI, King Jan 
Ill mobilized a 30,000 strong Polish 
army, which consisted of the flower 
of Polish knighthood and proceeded 
to Austria where near Vienna, he 
was joined by 46,000 Aus trian men . 
On September 1 2, 1683, he came 
down from the hills of Wienerwald, 
with a tremendous charge of Polish 
cova!ry and annihilated 1he Turkish 
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a~my, which was menacing and dec­
imating the Austrian troops. lroni­
co.ly, this generosiiy on the part of 
the Po:ish empire was to be forgot­
ten by the Austrians, for a century 
la'.er, Austria participated together 
with Prussia and Russia in lhe parti­
tion of Poland. Historians still argue 
about this "useless generosity." '(he 
overprint exists in two types. (Fig. 2 
and 4). 
27. 50 Gr. on 50 Gr., light violet, 

!ndependence), (1,033,000). 
I. Regular overprint (997,000). 
II. Narrow distance (0.5 mm), 

be:ween :he word 'General' 
and value number (36,000). 

Marshal Edward Rydz-Smigly 
28. 50 Gr. on 50 Gr. blue, (Rydz­

Smiglyl, (718,000). 

Postage Due Stamps 
This set of eight stamps were is­

sued on November 25, 1938; how­
ever, the Nazis used only five high­
est va!ues of this set to be overprint­
ed. These stamps have the back­
ground of geometric lines similar :o 
those on Polish paper currency. (Fig. 
7). 
29. 50 Gr. on 20 Gr., dark bluish­

green, (Postage due) (332,000) 
a. Inverted overprint. 

30. 50 Gr. on 25 Gr., dork bluish­
green, (Postage due) (36,000). 
a. Inverted overprint. 
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31. 50 Gr. on 30 Gr., dark b luish­
green, (Postage due), (20,600). 
a . Inverted overprint. 

32 . 50 gr. on 50 Gr., dark bluish­
green, (Postage due) (344,000). 
a . Inverted overprint. 

33. 50 Gr. on 1 ZI., dark b luish­
green, (Pos!age due), (162,000) 
a. Inverted overprint. 

NOTE: Forgeries of inverted over­
prints on s:amps No. 30 and 
31 are known; they can b9 
readily identified by irregu­
lar lines on both sides of the 
word .. General ... 

Constitution of May 3, 1791 
This star.ip ce1ebrates the Consti­

l u ion of Moy 3, 1791, showing a 
nobleman, a commoner (peasant) & 
and a s:,'dier i n the background, 
w ith the Cons!il u' ion written on a 
scro:I w i th a seal in :he foreground. 
La:er, May 3 rd was estab:ished as 
a Polis:-. no ional ho!iday. This Con­
stitul ion was the very fost of such 
s•a ·u·e d ecreed in Europe and only 
second one in the world afier the 
American Consti:ution of 1787. Al ­
though the Constitu:ion did not a ­
bo!ish serfdom in °o:and, it guaran­
teed individual con:acts between the 
nob I es and commoners . It a:so 
abolished the abortive ' l iberum veto ' 
(o ne person cou'd veto any promu!­
ga:ed p rovisions, decisions, provisos, 
c:c. of the Polish g :>vernment while 
in session) . Additional changes to 
this Cons:itu lion were made on Mar. 
17, 1921, and Apri l 23, 1935. 
34. 60 Gr. on 55 Gr., ultramarine, 

(;ndependence), (36,000). 

Gen. Jan Henryk Dabrowski, 

Gen. T adeusz Kosciuszko, 
Gen. Jozef Poniatowski 

These Polish national heroes, gen. 
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0Qbrowski ( 1755- 1818), gen. Kos­
ciuszko ( 17 46- 1 817) and gen . Po­
niatowski (1763-1873) are depicted 
on this s tamp. Gen. 0Qbrowski 
fought under gen. Kosciuszko in 1he 
Uprising ( 1794) against the Russians. 
In 1806 he organized :-he Uprising 
against Prussians, and participated 
in the Napoleon Bonaparte cam­
pa:gn against Poland's oppressors; 
at the request of Napoleon, gen. DQ­
b~owski organized in 1797, Polish 
Legions in Lombardia, Italy. 

Polish and " American " gen. Kos­
ciuczko disl inguished himself in the 
Po:ish Uprising against 1he Russians 
in 1794. He was temporarily impris­
oned by the Prussians. He also fought 
under the commond of gen. George 
Washington against the British in A­
merica. Gen. Kosciuszko designed, 
bui lt and forti f ied the West Point. 

Prince Ponia towski was a general, 
Minis:er of War and commander-in­
chief of the Polish a~my. He was l he 
r.cphew c f tr.e inept Polish King S:a ­
nislaw II August Poniatowski. One 
year of er the adap·ation of ;he 
May 3rd Cons'itution, the Polish no­
bili :y, dissatisfied with the imp'ied 
equa:ity wi th fhc commoners, con­
spired ogainst their own coun try and 
invoked the support of :he Russlan 
Emp~css (Tsarinal Catherine ii, a­
gainst their own government. Fur­
the·, fhe traitorcus nobi:ity formed a 
new Polish p ~ovisional government 
al Targowice. Gen. Poniatowski and 
gen. Kosciu:;zka, with a Po!ish army 
numbering 60,000 troops made sig­
nif:cant gains (in 1792) again s I 
the untrained and corrupt Russian 
army. But King S:anis/aw II capitu­
la:ed to the traito~s• government in 
Ta~g owice. This treacherous act, on 
tl-:c pa~t of the Polish nobi!i ly and 
the king caused t :,e downfall of the 
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Kingdom of Poland and its final par­
tition by the Russians, Prussians and 
Austrians. Gen. Ponia:owski left Po­
land for France, where he become 
Marshal of French Legions, and gen. 
Kokiuszko left for North America. 
Of o il the Po Ii sh lndep:?ndencc 
star..p series, this stamp, al1hough it 
emphasizes Polish patriotism in the 
formal digni:y of these three heroes, 
represents the tragedy of Poland. 
35. 80 Gr. on 75 Gr., dull green, 

(Independence), (36,000). 

Winterhelp 
This is the last stamp of the Win­

terhelp set. This stamp wos original­
ly issued on March 15, 1939. 

36. 1 ZI. on 55 + 15 Gr., ultrama­
rine (Winterhelp), (56,000). 

a. Inverted overprint. 

November Uprising 1830-31 
On the night of November 29th, 

1 830, insurrection against Russians 
broke out in Warsaw. It rapidly 
spread thrO'Jghout Poland ond Lithu­
ania. It las'.ed until October, 1831 , 
thus it was more a wor against the 
Russians, than merely on insurrec­
tion. Finally, the remnants of the Po­
lish army loid down their arms in 
Worsow. This stamp celebrated the 
November Uprising illusl ra ting armed 
soldiers bearing their colors. It would 
be noteworthy to mention o :her Po­
lish Uprisings: 1846, 1848, and 
1863-1 864. (Fig. 6). 

1 ZLO 

tim 
oouue 

37. 1 ZI. on 1 Zt., orange, (Inde­
pendence), (36,000). 

Romuald Traugutt 
Romuold Traugutt (1826-1864) 

was a patriot, organizer of passive 
end ac:ive resistance against op­
p~cssing powers of Russia, Prussia, 
end Austria ond martyr for Po:ish 
independence end freedom. He dis­
tinguished himse!f during the Janu­
ary Uprising (January 22, 1863 to 
August 5, 1 864), aga:nst Russia. He 
was the very lost of the insurgents 
to be execu:ed by the Russians. 
Some his:orians are confused as to 
Trougutt's position during the Upris­
ing, for they coll him "the lost Po­
lish dic:otor." This corrupt designa­
tion was used by the Russians, and 
it is an insult to label him as such. 

38. 2 ZI. on 2 Zt., carmine rose, (In­
dependence), (104,000). 

Marshal Jozef Pilsudski 
Born in Lithuania, Jozef Pitsudski 

( 1 867- 1935), was the architect of 
Po!and's independence before, dur­
ing and ofter World War I. He wos 
a gifted leader and ou:standing or­
ganizer. In Ju!y, 1917, he was tem­
porarily imprisoned by the Germans. 
He became Premier ond united Po­
land in historical and etnographical 
harmony. He was a federa:ist and 
guardian of freedom. With his death 
Po!and lost a giant who wos highly 

Fig. 6 
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respected by the Polish population 
and enemies of Poland as well. (Fig. 
61. 
39. 3 Zt. on 3 Zt., grey blue, (In­

dependence), (84,000). 
Inverted overprints on these stamps 

were printed unintentionally, and os 
such they are considered as genu­
ine errors, not printer's waste. Ori­
ginally, al l these Polish stamps, 
which were to be overprinted by the 
Nazis, were intact in sheets of 100. 
Because of the thickness of paper, 
the perforation allowed some stomps 
to separate from the sheet. Postal 
clerks, whi!e using small, narrow 

24 Gr. on 25 Gr. 

strips of paper affixed the loose 
stamps back into missing spaces 
within sheets, sometimes upside 
down, and sometimes partially with­
in. Hence, the inverted overprints 
came from these so called "win­
dows." 

The total number of stomps with 
i nverted overprints of this provisional 
issue is unknown. They are very rare 
and they shou!d be considered the 
queen of a collection of this issue. 

For pract ical purposes and quick 
reference, the following table re­
flects the total of Polish stomps over­
printed : 

3,400,000 
3,290,000 
3,132,000 
2,488,000 
2,226,000 
2,211,000 
1,540,000 
1,238,000 
1,217,000 

1 2 Gr. on 1 5 Gr. I & II 
10 Gr. on 10 Gr. 

purple. ;ndependence 
reddish-brown. Independence 
g ~een. Independence 

997,000 
850,000 
762,000 
718,000 
344,000 
332,000 
286,000 
236,000 
162,000 
104,000 
84,000 
56,000 
36,000 
36,000 
36,000 
36,000 
36,000 
20,600 

25,873,600 

2 Gr. on 5 Gr. 
6 Gr. on 10 Gr. 
4 Gr. on 5 Gr. 
8 Gr. on 10 Gr. 

30 Gr. on 30 Gr. 
16 Gr. on 15 Gr. 
50 Gr. on 50 Gr. 
40 Gr. on 25+ 10 Gr. 
30 Gr. on 5+ 5 Gr. 
50 Gr. on 55 Gr. 
50 Gr. on 50 Gr. 
50 Gr. on 20 Gr. 
40 Gr. on 30 Gr. 
24 Gr. on 25 Gr. 
50 Gr. on 1 Zf. 

2 Zt. en 2 Zf. 
3 Zt. on 3 ZI. 
1 Zt. on 55 15 Gr. 

60 Gr. on 55 Gr. 
80 Gr. on 75 Gr. 

1 Zt. on 1 ZI. 
50 Gr. on 25 Gr. 
50 Gr. on 50 Gr. II 
50 Gr. on 30 Gr. 

red orange. Independence 
g reen. Independence 
red orange. Independence 
g reen. Independence 
rose red. Independence 
reddish-brown. Independence 
light violet. Independence 
dark violet. Winterhelp. 
red orange. Winterhelp 
b 'ue. Rydz- Smigty 
dork bluish-green. Postage Due. 
dork bluish-green. Postage Due. 
rose violet. Moscicki 
steel blue. Rydz-Smigly 
dork bluish-green. Postage Due. 
carmine rose. Independence 
grey blue. Independence 
u:tramorine. Winterhelp 
ultramarine. Independence 
dull green. Independence 
orange. Independence 
dork bluish-green. Postage Due. 
light violet. Independence 
dork b '.uish-green. Postage Due. 

TOTAL OF OVERPRINTED POLISH STAMPS. 

An overprint of 3 ZI. (Fig 8) on the 25th Anniversary of the Polish 
1he 25 Gr. stomp commemo~oting Legions (Ruch No. 336, Scott No. 30 
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Fig. 8 

a nd Michel No. 356) is a fantasy. 
However, the following 1937 Polish 
stomps with trial overprints ore gen­
uine: 30 Gr. on 5 Gr. (Czestochowo­
Josno Gora) (Ruch Cot. No. 294, 
Scott 308, Michel 315); 30 Gr. on 
1 O Gr. (Gdynio - Dworzec Morski), 
(Ruch 295, Scott 309, Michel 316); 
50 Gr. on 5 Gr. (Czestochowo-Jos­
no Gora); and 50 Gr. on 20 Gr. 
(Katowice - Wojewodzlwo) (Ruch 
297, Scott 311, Michel 318). 

Any imperforoted stomps on grey 
and white papers with overprints, 
ore counterfeits, especially 2 Gr. on 

5 G r. red orange. 

This set of Polish overprinted 
stomps, which is a lso known as the 
second provisionals of the "General 
Gouvernement", is underpriced on 
the current philatelic market. 

These stomps were valid until No­
vember 11, 1941, however, posto'.ly 
used covers bearing these stomps 
ofter this dote, ore encountered. 

WINNERS' CIRCLE 
Morion Dudek - Ve:meil Medal ·:or 

the "Polonus Index" in ;he litera­
ture Competition at STAMP SHOW 
'85 in Son Diego. 

NEW MEMBER 
Edwin J. Pruszynski 

6 101 Edsall Rood, Apt. 901 
Alexondr:a, VA 22304 

.,,,.,,.,.,.,.,~.,..,.~ 

POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
A.P.S. Affiliate 119 

James Mazepa, Publications Comm. 
P.O. Box 1217, Oak Park, IL 603M 
The Polonus Philatelic Society is nan­
p0htical. V,ews expressed by authors 
of articles appearing herein do not 
nt-ces•-:irily express the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Soc,ety. 

- Annual Dues are $12.50 -
(Please remit in U.S. Currency) ! 

Stanley Resin, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 56148, Chicago. IL 60656 ...,..,..,..,., ~,.,..,..,,.,, 

Buffalo Society Cover 
At its annual stomp show on Sep­

tember 28-29, the Polish Philatelic 
Society of Buffalo, NY featured as its 
theme the " 100th Anniversary of the 
Po!ish Press.'' A cover was issued, 
and the U.S. Postal Service issued a 
special cancellation. 

Covers o re available from the Po­
lish Philatelic Society of Buffalo, NY, 
c/ o Jerome Mazurek, 612 Fillmore 

Avenue, Buffalo, NY 1421 2 at $ 1.00 
each, plus SASE. 

K-LI NE PAGES 
FOR POLAND 

1984 SUPPLEMENT 
$3.SO 

(Plus $1 .50 Shipping) 

W ri:e us for a special price on 
complete Poland pages 

K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC. 
Geo. C. Kobylka 

Box 1S9, Berwyn, IL 60402 
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