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APPROVALS - FOR A SPECIALIST ! 
We have been serving Philat·ely f·or over 4'5 years. Our management has 

been s•pecializing in ERRORS&. VARIETIES. We are one of t·he few organiza ­
tions WHO DO NOT CARRY REGULAR ISSUES (but with a f·ew exceptions) . 
Howev·er, we do have o ne of the f inest •selections of almost all TOPICALS, 
AIRMAILS and ERRORS, from many countries, .including Essays , Proofs, D ie 
Proofs , ( some only 3 ex ist ) Art ist Drawing·s, etc. 

We are particularly strong in RUSSIA , (XIX , XX ), incl . Armies etc. 
Zemstvo, ARMENIA , ( Cove·rsl), TOUVA and SPAIN ( XX, Civ il War, Canary 
Is. ), FRANCE &. Commun., POLAND ( Groszy) etc . 

We have been able to ass ist many ph ilatelists around the world in helping 
to bu ild up or complete ·speci al ized collections, particularly TOPICALS, ( no 
matter how advanced they were ), makin g it poss ible for them to w in h igher 
awards. 

Special Off·ers or Approva ls to serious c ollectors a re gladly made. Just 
give us your p refere•nc·es and instruc t ions. N·o oblig a t ion , ·exc-ept to return at 
your expense in 14 days. Maybe, you w ill f ind a NEW VALUABLE SOURCE 
OF SUPPLY ! 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR SPECIALTIES! 

COUNTRIES TOPICALS TOPICALS 
D A r menia O Antarctica D Medicine 
D Austria D Arts . Paintings O Min . Sheets 

D Airm ails 0 Boy Scout D Music 

D Belgiu m 0 Cent • .mary D Olympic 

D Cambodia D Chess D Osaka 

D Congo D Churchill D Phil. Exhibitions 

D France & Colonies 0 Eisenhower D Railroads 

D Laos D Europa D Red Cross 
D Liberia D Expo '67 D Refugee 

D Lithuania D F.D.R. D Religion 
D Monaco D Inv. Center D Rotary 

D Poland 0 J. Kennedy D Dr. Schweitzer 

D Russia D Lincoln D Space 
D Spain & Colonies D Lions D Sports 

D Tannu Tuva D Malaria D Tokyo 

D Vie tnam D Maps D U . N. (world-wide) 
D U .P.U. 

Please Check TOTAL Value of Our Approvals Desired : 

$100.00 $200.00 $500.00 $ 1,000.00 

Pl ease ·Check Li mi t For INDIVIDUAL Item : 

$10.00 $30.00 Up to ? 

Please Check if you are interested in : 

D Essays O Trial Colors D Proofs 
D Cover s D Artist Drawings D Die Proof Sheets 

--------------------------------------------------! 
REFERENCES (If unknown to us) -------------------·---­

NAME -----

ADDRESS 

CITY . STATE ZIP ------------------------

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P. 0. Box 448 Monroe , N. Y. 10950 
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What does 

the ASDA 

mean to you? 

H ere are eight beneficial answers : 
1. Every member of the American Stamp Dealers Association has signed a 

Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fair trade practices and good rela­
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of 
ethics in all their dealings. 

2. ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase 
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public 
auctions, or both. 

3. The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable philatelic information to the 
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by 
private means. 

4. The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the 
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately. 

5. The ASDA and its chapters hold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the 
hobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public 
at large. 

6. Advice and council is available from the members with respect to all aspects 
of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of valuable 
properties. 

7. The ASDA has recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of 
public auctions. 

8. The· Ainerican Stamp Dealers Association together with th~ .American Phil­
atelic · Society has formed a joint Expertization Comm.ittee which for the 
first time in the history of philately offers the collector and dealer alike 

.. a gr9up ·or experts in every field of collecting,.who can, auth~nticate rare 
stamps with a certification of their true state. · 

. AMERICAN STAMP • ASSOCIATION, DEALERS INC. 
147 W. 42nd St., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 
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MINKUS ALBUMS COVER THE WORLD 

2-POST 

A ll American ...................... 7.95 
Afghan istan, Iran-Persia .. 14.45 
A lbania & Bulg aria ............ 21.30 
Argentina, Uruguay .......... 14.50 
Austria .................................. 15.95 
Belgium & Colonies .......... 28.50 
Bolivia , Paraguay ................ 20.70 
Brazil .................................... I 0.35 
British Afri ca ...................... 29 .35 
British America .................... 25.50 
India (Br . Asia I) .............. 22.50 
Br itish A sia 11 ........... ........... 42.70 
Briti sh Europe & Ireland .... 14.85 
Brit ish Oceania .................. 23.50 
Chile, Peru ......................... . 13.00 
China ......... .......................... . 14.50 
Columbia, Panama 

& Canal Zone ................ 21.45 
Costa Rica , Nicaragua ...... 15.40 
Do minican Rep., Haiti ...... 10.15 
Czechoslovakia .................... 17.75 
Ecuador, Venezuela ............ 19.45 
Ethiopia-Liberia ................ 13.20 
Fra nee .................................. 13 .20 
Fren ch C o mmunity I .......... 32.00 
French C o mmunity II ........ 32.00 
Germany & Colonies ........ 20.95 
Greece .................................. 15.80 

3-RING 

Cambodia , Laos, Vietnam .. 20.50 
Canada .................................. 9 .80 
Europa .................................. 18.75 
Freedom fro m Hung er ... ... 7.00 
Ireland .................................. 7.95 
Israel Singles ...................... 8.40 
Israel Tab Singles .............. I 0.50 
Israel Tab Blocks ................ 18.75 
Israel Plate Bl ocks .............. 20.25 
Israel Postal Stationery .... 7.65 

2-POST 

Gu a temala , H o nduras, 
El Salva d o r ...................... 18.50 

H ungary ................................ 17.50 
Independent Africa ............ 41 .25 
Indo nesia-Philippines 

-Hawaii .......................... 15.15 
Iraq , J o rdan , Lebanon, 

Sau di Ara bia .................. 18.40 
Italy ...................................... 12.25 
Itali an Colon ies .................. 9 .20 
Japan, Ryukyus .................... 21.25 
Korea-Thailand .................. 14.45 
Lu xe mbou rg .......................... 9.15 
Mexico .................................. 10.45 
Mo naco, Ando rra .............. 16.75 
Mo ngol ia .............................. I 0.75 
Netherland s & Colonies .... 16.50 
Pola nd .................................. 16.20 
Portugal & Colo nies ......... . 21.60 
Rom ania ............................. ... 18 .15 
Russia .................................... 27 .00 
San Marino .......................... 9.00 
Scandinavia & 

Ba ltic Countries .............. 19.20 
Spain & C o lonies ................ 19.50 
Tunis ia, Libya, Morocco .... 17.00 
Turkey & Hata y .................. 13.20 
U.A.R ., Egypt, Syria, 

Yemen .................. .............. 2 .50 
Yugoslavia .................... ........ 14.60 

3-RING 

Ke nnedy ................................ 25.00 
Liec htenstein ........................ I 0.45 
Medicine o n Stamps ........ 12.00 
Switzerland .......................... 11.15 
Un ited Natio ns Singles .... 8 .75 
Un ited Natio ns Imp. Singles 6 .50 
Un ited Nations Imp. Bloc ks 13.45 
Vatica n City ........................ I 0.00 

Tnese and all Minkus Publications are available at the stamp and coin department of these fine stores : 
Atlanta, Ga.-RICH'S. 
Baltimore, Md.-HUTZLER'S. 
Beverly Hills, Cal i f.-J. W. ROBINSON CO. 
Boston , Mass.-JORDAN MARSH CO. 
Chevy Chase, Md.-WOODWARD &. LOTH-

ROP. 
Chicago, Ill. - MARSHALL FIELD AND 

COMPANY. 
Cincinnati, Oh io-POGUE'S. 
Cleveland, Ohio-HIGBEE'S. 
Columbus, Ohio-LAZARUS &. CO. 
Denver, Colo. - MAY D. F. 
Detroit, Mich.-THE J. L. HUDSON COM-

PANY. 
Garden City, N. Y . - GIMBELS. 
Hartford, Conn.-G. FOX &. CO. 
Houston, Texas-FOLEY' S. 
Indianapolis, Ind. - L . S. AYRES &. CO. 
Los Angeles, Calif.-J. W . ROBINSON CO. 
Milwaukee, W is.-GIMBELS . .... 
Minneapolis, M lnn.-DAYTON'S. 
New Orleans, La.-MAISON BLANCHE CO. 
Newport Beach, Calif. - J . W . ROBINSON. 

New York, N. Y .-GIMBELS. 
New York, N. Y.-GIMBELS EAST 
Omaha, Nebr.-BRANDEIS. 
Panorama Ci ty, Los Angeles, Calif.-J. W . 

ROBINSON CO. 
Paramus, N . J.-GIMBELS. 
Pasadena, Calif.-J. W. ROBINSON CO. 
Ph iladelphia, Pa.-GIMBELS. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. - KAUFMANN ' $. 
Portland, Ore. - MEIER &. FRANK. 
R ichmond, Va.-THALHIMER BROTHERS. 
Rochester, N . Y .-SIBLEY'S. 
San Anton i o, Texas-JOSKE'S OF TEXAS. 
San Diego, Calif. - THE MAY CO. 
San Francisco, Calif. - THE EMPORIUM 

DOWNTOWN . 
Seattle, Wash .-THE BON MARCHE. 
Skoki e, 111.-MARSHALL FIELD AND COM· 

PANY. 
St. Loui·s, Mo.-FAMOUS·BARR CO. 
Valley Stream, N. Y . - GIMBELS. 
Wash ington, D. C.-WOODWARD &. LOTH-

ROP. 
Yonkers, N. Y.-GIMBELS. 
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NEW 1973 Edition Available Now! 

Harris US/BNA Catalog 

still 
only 

$100 

Thousands of 
Up-To-The-Minute 

Price Changes 

• 216 
Informative Pages 

• 2400 Illustrations 

• Fully Illustrated 
U.S. Stamp Identifier 

• Deluxe 
Flat-back Binding 

• Heavy Washable Cover 

• High Ouality Paper 

Often called the "Bible of the US/ BNA Stamp Collecting World," the Harri s 
US/BNA is a "must" for ALL collectors! Thi s is the most important edition 
in our more than 40 years of publishing this most widely used . Catalog . 
Compiled and edited by the experts of H .E. Harris & Co ., it has all these 
Features: • All major U.S . Postage and Airmail issues - PLUS Special 
Delivery, Parcel Post , Envelope Squares, Posta l Cards , Officials, Revenues, 
Postage Dues , Plate Blocks, Booklet Panes, Line Pairs, First Day Covers, 
Mint Sheets, Zip and Mail Early Blocks and other popular specialties. 

• U.S . Possessions, Confederate States, United Nations plus Canada & 
Provinces • Special Money-Saving offers plus albums, popular supplies 
and accessories . Fully illustrated Stamp Ident if ier and Glossary. 

MAIL COUPON TODAY ------------------------------• H. E. HARRIS & CO., Catalog Dept. Boston, Mass. 02117 I 
I Please RUSH me, post free (in U.S.). the NEW 1973 EDITION of your 216- I 
I page catalog , UNITED STATES STAMPS, U.S . POSSESSIONS, UNITED I 
I NATIONS, PLUS CANADA & PROVINCES. Including the U.S. Stamp I 
I Identifier , etc . I am enclosing $1.00. I 
I Name I 
I I 
I Address I 
•. City, State, Zip I 

~~-----------------------------
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ROMANO HOUSE - Treasure House 

For all enthusiasts who appreciate good quality stamps a visit to our Specialist and 
Rare Stamp Department at Roman o H ouse will prove of great benefit. 

Situated at 399 Strand, just a sho rt distance down from our 'Shop', it presents a 
unique opportunity for all specia lists to discuss their collections and interests with 
our experts, in an atmosphere of friendship and relaxed comfort. All visitors are 
encouraged t o examine the many fine exhibits of Philately on permanent display in 
Gibbo ns Gallery. Each month new displays by prominent philatelists are arranged 
and there is always a member of our staff available to answer any questions you 
may have. Forthcom in g attractions are : from February 1-28, part of the classic 
collections of 19th Century Be lgium and Great Britain , exhibited by B. Leslie 
Barker, R.D.P. , F.R.P.S.L. 

From March 1-31 we a re showing Dr. K. Pennyc uick's collection of British East 
Africa. 

When next in Londo n make sure you put Roman o H ouse on your calling list as 
we feel it incorporates the best in presentation, selection and service . We feel con­
fident you will wish to tell your friends of the worthwhile visit you paid to our 
'Treasure H ouse'. 

Gibbons Galle ry , Romano House, 399 Strand , London , W .C . 2. 

Viewing times: 

Mon d ay- Fri d ay - 10 a. m.-4 p. m. 

Saturday - 10 a . m .-1 2 noon 

When in New York, don't forget to call at StanGib House, 595 Fifth A ve., New 
York, N. Y. 10017. 

-

, .. Iii .. ~. 
~ -
• . 

. 

~ 
STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED 

By APPointment 
to HM the Queen 

Philatelists 

391 Strand, London WC2R OLX • 19 71 
THE QUEEN'S ·AWARD 

TO INDUSTRY 
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THE TWO 

Robert A. Siegel, Inc. 

"The House of Classics " 

maintains one of the world's fin­
est and most important stocks of 
United States Stamps of all is­
sues as well as many choice For­
eign "classics" and covers. 

-:-

Want List-5 and Special Require­

ments will have our prompt and 
careful attention. 

-:-

We are consistent buyers of fine 
properties and are always inter­
ested in considering anything you 
may have to offer us. 

OF us 
Robert A. Siegel 

Auction Galleries, Inc. 

Offers through Public Auction 
an unparalleled selection of the 
finest material the market affords. 
Through some 20 to 25 sales 
each year, serious, interested col­
lectors and dealers are offered 
the opportunity to bid for a 
wealth of choice material placed 

in our hands for sale. 

Lavishly illustrated catalogues 
are carefully prepared for each 

sale. 

Annual subscription to all cata­
logues $5 .00; With Prices Real­

ized, $10.00. 

No charge is made for catalogues 
picked up in person at our 

offices. 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, Inc. 

"The H ouse of Classics" 

-:-

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc. 
120 East 56th Street (Eleventh Floor) New York, N. Y. 10022 

Phone (212) 753-6421 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
aa well aa 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 Z U R I C H (Switzerland) 

Bahnhofstrasse 102 P.O.B. 
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Just in case ... 

You would like to sell 

your TREASURES Nat­

urally at TOP PRICES 

only. Why not make use 

of our services. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN 
& co. 

well known all over 

the world 

During the long years of doing business, we have handled practically 
all existit1g rarities of world renown - including the BLUE and RED 
MAURITIUS POST OFFICE. 

High-class collections and singles from all spheres of philately are 
a lways offered in our auction or bought outright. 

Entries should reach us till the end of this year. 

Suitable mate rial is being accepted n o w . 

ED GAR MOH RMANN & CO . 
The prirtner for ambitious customers . 

Speersort 6 

HAMBURG 1 / Germany 

Cables: EDMORO 
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Editorial 

Postmark Prostitution 

By Ernest A. Kehr 

Ever since the Bishop mark was introduced as the first postal marking 
over three centuries ago, they represented government testimony as to where 
and when a piece of mail was entrusted to postal service. Authorities used 
every precaution and exercised every care in applying them to letters; any 
tampering or falsification of the markings were illegal and banned by strict 
regulations. 

The validity of a postmark and an administration's integrity in its use was 
so universally recognized that criminal and civil court cases were decided on 
the basis of evidence supplied by postmarks. 

But today, many postal authorities are so anxious to enjoy profits by catering 
to stampdom's market that they have been prostituting postmarks just as they've 
exploited the uniformed with their entirely unnecessary adhesive issues. Can­
cellations are applied to made-to-order covers in a way that leaves both phila­
telically meaningless. 

A " postmark" no longer assures one that a cover has been mailed from a 
specific place at a specified time or on the date inrlicated by the postmark. 

Not only is this practice deceitful, it is downright illogical and stupid. 
And the worst part of it all is that so many collectors without the foggiest 
appreciation for honest philately are being duped. 

Perhaps the mo t foolish example of false postmarks is that of Ghana. 
When its postage dues were issued in 1958 and 1965, covers bearing only com­
plete sets of the dues were obligingly prepared and given a ''first-day of issues'' 
obliteration. 

Only recently the head of the Jersey "postal administration" mailed a 
letter to those philatelic journalists as had been giving this Channel Island's 
stamps publicity. Dated Oct. 10, 1972, it explained that as a token of appre­
ciation a first-day cover of the forthcoming Silver Wedding Jubilee stamps was 
inclosed. It bears a Nov. 1, 1972 date-applied at least 21 days before ! When 
queried about the illegitimacy of such a marking, the official replied that J ersey 
" ·as thoughtfully accommodating the many collectors who appreciate having 
nice first-day covers of new stamps. 

Floods of such philatelic trash seem to be coming from all parts of the 
"·orld with consistently increasing frequency, yet as far as we know, there has 
not been a single objection from philatelists generally and those who head so­
called watch-dog committees, in particular. The latter black-blot and black-list 
objectionable adhesives, yet they say nothing about deceptive postal markings. 

Our own Postal Service (and before it, the Post Office Department) has 
not only condoned but actually participated in this fraud since at least 1937, 
when it became common practice to designate a single place as the venue for 
first-day ceremonies and postmarking of new adhesives. 

With so many demands for first-day covers, it became physically impossible 
to process them all on the actual day of issue. Staffs of extra personnel are 
normally hired weeks in advance, to begin preparing covers and postmarking 
them. And if this cannot be done (as it usually isn 't) by the definite date of 
release, it continues for long afterwards, until all orders are filled or damaged 
covers replaced. 
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l'i7e ::ill recall the surprise release of the Project lVlcrcury stamp on F eb. 20, 
1962. Supplies had been sent to about 100 postoffices across the land as soon as 
John Glenn's capsule was safely recovered from its Space mission, and hundreds 
of thousands of the new stamps were placed on envelopes and hurriedly mailed 
on Feb. 20. But lest collectors be offended, the Post Office Department an­
nounced that it would process first day covers as long as orders for them were 
receiYed. Not only were these covers given the Feb. 20 postmark until well into 
July, but they were cancelled not in Cape Canaveral, Fla., as indicated by the 
obliteration, but by a machine set up in Washington! 

In the case of the 1969 Moon Landing air-mail, the Post Office Department 
proudly announced that the Sept. 9 postmark had been applied to nearly 10 
million conrs between then and the following March. 

\Vh en the Yellowstone stamp of the National Parks Centenn ial was officially 
issued, the Postal Service again placed postmarks inscribed, "Yellowstone Park, 
Wyo.," on covers actually cancelled in the capital or 2,000 miles from the indi­
cated place. 

One of the most deceptive examples of illegitimate postmarking is found in 
the records of the UN. It is common knowledge that ever since the world bod~' 
began issuing adhesives (although it has no postal service of its own) collectors' 
covers have been given first-day postmarks for as long as six months after the 
date indicated. Because this is common practice it has not been challenged and 
continues. But there was one instance which can be called a fraud of the first 
calibre. 

On Oct. 4, 1965, an Alitalia plane brought Pope Paul VI and his party to 
ew York 's International Airport. We were privileged to accompany His Holi­

ness, bringing some 8,000 souvenir covers that subsequently were distributed by 
the late Cardinal Spellman. Another batch of more than 25,000 covers pre­
Yiously prepared by dealers and collectors and mailed in the Vatican Post Office 
\\·ere carried by a subsequent plane which arrived only on Oct. 5. They reached 
the UN hours after the Pope had returned to the Vatican, yet each of them was 
backstamped at the UN with a marking dated Oct. 4. The head of the UN 
Postal Administration exp lain ed this blatant prostition of backstamping as a 
''favor to collectors who would otherwise have been disappointed to know the 
conrs were not really carried by the Papal party's plane." 

The appropriate organization concerned with the protection of collectors 
against exploitation was apprised of this highly irregular procedure, with ample 
documentation. Yet, until now it has not published or uttered a single word of 
prote t or objection. 

Perhaps the collection of all such covers is so widely popular that a fraud­
ulent postal marking is taken for granted and accepted by the ill- or mis­
informed hobbyist who likes pretty pictures and immaculate, unaddressed items. 
But to palm them off as postal or philatelic specimens compounds the tort of 
producing them. 

The Federation Internationale de Philatelie has been "protecting stampdom 
from abusive stamp-issuing practices" by listing adhesives, which if present in 
an entry of any show under its sponsorship, would disqualify the collection. 
Isn 't it high time that something concrete were done to blacklist or blackblot 
spuriously postmarked covers 1 
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Haiti: The 'Liberty Heads' 
A Re-assessment of the Technical Background: 

New Facts and Findings 

By J. R. W. Purves F.R.P.S.L. 

There are still a number of fields (in many countries) which have, in the 
past, been apparently " ·ell explored but which in the light of further knowledge 
and of improYed methods of attack-demand a " new look " by modern students. 

I have always felt this about the 'Liberty Heads' and accordingly started 
collecting them, in a modest way, some twenty years ago. (1) Howenr, until 
the Tows and later the Hennan collections came on to the market, little turned 
up in the way of large pieces and, when those two collections did finally appear, 
my eyes were set on other targets which meant that there was little left in my 
pockets for Haiti. More recently, however, I read about the coming appearance 
on the market of the Abbott collection. I had read about that in English 
Journals dating from about 1897 on and reckoned that this was perhaps the last 
chance of acquiring material in multiple pieces without which no study could be 
carried very far. 

The upshot of this was that about 90% of the Abbott material offered in 
multiple pieces was acquired by the author. It has now been studied intensively 
and worked in with all my other material. The study has amply justified the 
belief that a 'new look ' was desirable and it may CYen produce a few more col­
lectors because the technical background to these (and other Haitian ) stamps 
has a great fascination and, for collectors, a practically unique character. Once 
the technical pattern is discerned these classic examples of a more primiti\·e 
surface-printing procedure are, contrary to established belief, not very difficult 
to understand. 

The present study, like all studies, leaves a few points unsettled but as it 
has progressed as far as the writer can take it hirnsrlf it is presented in the hope 
that others will be able to :fill in the remaining gaps in our knowledge. 

The nrw study has been diYided, for com·enience sakr, into eight parts, viz:­
Part 1 The Imperforate Issues 
P art 2 The P erforated Issues 
Part 3 Marginal Markings 
Part 4 Essays and Proofs 
P art 5 The Postal Forgerirs 
P art 6 Collector's Forgeries 
P art 7 Town Cancellations 
Part 8 Appendices 

PART 1 

THE IMPERFORATE ISSUES - Literature and Collectors 

Before plunging into this subject let us pay tribute to three pioneer publica­
tions in this :field. 

1. 'l'he present jg the writer's second venture into the field of Haitian research. His first 
study, on the 'Large Palms' i8 ue of 1891, waJS published in the 'Collecto1·s Club Phila· 
telist' for September 1960, at pps. 217-232. 
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The first came from that stalwart of earlier days, Theodore Moens of 
Brussels. Stimulated by the errors contained in an ar ticle by J. B. 
Leavy in the "American Journal of Philately" for F ebruary, 1898 
Moens contributed a new study of these stamps to " Le Timbre-Poste" 
later that year. The whole of this article was translated into English 
and the translation appeared in "Stanley Gibbons Monthly J ournal " 
for 30 September 1899 ( pps. 64 to 68 inclusive ). 
The second is the series of articles by L. L. R. Hausburg found in the 
"London Philatelist" for May 1912 (pps. 121 to 125 inclusive) and 
for June 1912 (pps. 138 to 142 inclusive). 
The third were some articles by B. W. H. Poole. These mainly ap­
peared in " The Postage Stamp " for June 1914 and the " Philatelic 
Gazette" for August to ovember 1914. 

Little, if anything authoritative has - so far as I know - been published 
on the stamps themselves since the Hausburg and Poole articles. 

Subsequently both Ferrars Tows and Clarence Hennan in the United States 
made great collections (including plating studies) of these issues but there is 
nothing to show that they made any new findings of consequence or that, if they 
ever did, they put anything down in writing, apart, in Hennan 's case, from some 
interesting work on the Postal History side. The work of Moens and Hausburg, 
of course, comprised both the imperforated and the perforated issues .. 

The technical background 

The following note appears in the Gibbons' catalogue after the listing of 
the Imperforate I ssues. The italics are writers :-

'' This issue, as well as the next, is printed from electrotyped plates of 
50 ( 10 x 5 with figures of value inserted by plugs ) in sheets of 200 
(according to Hausburg (2 )) and thr stamps can be plated by minor 
flaws. In the above issue the 2c, 3c, 5c and 7c were printed from one 
plate and thr l e and 20c from another, each of which has identifying 
minor fl.aws. (3 ) The tete-beche varieties result from inverted panes." 

Two of the main results of the present study (and th ere are many others ) 
arc to demonstrate - I hope beyond question - that 

1. The one plate only, which I shall call 'P late 1 ' - was used for all v:l lues 
of the Irnperforate series. 

2. Onl~' two plates were used, in succession, for the fil'st type of P erforate<l 
stamps (S.G. 7-20 ) . Th rsr, which wi ll be cal led Pl ates 2 and 3 re­
sprcti,·ely, were quite distinct from Platr 1, as wrll as from one another. 
Pl ate 2 was used for all those perfol'atrd stamps clrscribecl in Gibbons 
as " Plate I " or " Plate II ". Plate 3 is the same as that described in 
Gibbons as " Plate III ". 

To ascertain the basic truths of these rath er tantalizing issues it has been 
necessary to study, in some depth, each stage in the process of plate production , 
relatin g these to the various types of constant plate Yariety met and vice-versa. 
·v.rhen there are no arch iYes to assist the only hope of progress lies in the careful 
examination of the internal evidence presented on the stamps themselves. ·whil e 
Hausburg 's pioneer work was of his usual standard of excellence the significance 

2. Rausburg also inclined to tbe belief that as many plates were prepared, in the ease of 
the imperforates, as there were values (&>e p. 123 of his article). 'l'hese aspects will be 
treated in full detail later. 

3. This adopts the '2 plate theory' put forward by Poole. This also will be full y discussed 
at a later stage. 
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of certain types of variety - and the necessity for their study - seems to have 
escaped him. H e was, like many others of his day, mainly concerned (in his 
collecting) with the completion of his 'platings '. So too were Tows and like­
wise my old friend Clarence Hennan. The background did concern Hausburg 
to some extent but not, as these articles will show, sufficiently. 

Another major result of this study is to show that three different techniques 
of plate production, each an improvement on the last, were employed for the 
Imperforates (S .G. 1-6 ) , the Perforates (S.G. 7-20 ) and the last P erforates the 
so-called 'Re-engraved' types ( S.G. 21-23) respectively. 

The most useful way to demonstrate the conclusions arrived at in relation 
to the Imperforates is first to follow a strictly chronological order for the pro­
cedures of plate production adopted, as follows: 

The Die 

The design is said to have been the work of M. Laforesterie, a Haitian 
Sculptor and to have been engraved on wood (as a 'die') by M. G. Richard, of 
Paris, whose firm also produced the stamps. (4 ) 

There is no reason for disbelieving any of these statements although there 
is now every reason for believing that the firm referred to was a relatively small 
one, using somewhat rudimentary methods and possessing somewhat limited 
equiment. Certain of the mistakes made by earlier writers arose out of a failure 
to comprehend the fact that the Richard establishment did not possess the scope 
of these, say, supervised by Barre and Hulot. Far from it. 

There is, of course, nothing very unusual about a "wood-cut " die. Such 
dies (usually engraved on box-wood ) are found frequently in the 'classic' and 
not too infrequently in the 'middle' period of stamps. 

What is unusual however is that such dies could not (like steel or copper 
dies) be used to stamp lead moulds wherewith to produce the necessary surface­
printin g electrotypes. Before stamping any such moulds it was therefore neces­
sary to produce a working die (or dies) of metal from whi ch lead moulds coiild 
be struck. The working die had therefore to be a copper electrotype (or suc­
cessive electrotypes) probably produced via a wax mould (or moulds) taken 
from the woodblock die. Since copper by comparison with steel is a compara­
ti"ely soft metal the stamping of 50 lead moulds may on occasion have required 
the use of several "working" dies, all single copper electrotypes. 

The moulds and the electrotypes 

That the moulds were metallic (almost certainly of lead, the commonest of 
all moulding materials ) is shown by the presence of constant "double-strike" 
varieties. These don 't seem - to date - to have been recognised as such. They 
are duly set out in Appendix A which describes the 'secondary' characteristics 
of the 50 imperforate sheet positions and two of them (both of a major char­
acter), on Nos. 21 and 49 in the sheet r espectively, are illustrated. 

The evidence, in my opinion, certainly shows that the plate (Plate 1) 
comprised a clamped together assemblage of 50 individual electrotypes. The 
poor alignment throughout the imperforate sheets is one of the things that 
demonstrates this. Of course this is no new finding since the earliest of the 
students - 1\foens and Mahe - were agreed on that head. Hausburg, however, 
thought this assemblage was again reproduced to provide separate plates for 
each value. I cannot agree with this. 

4. See "Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal" for Sept. 30, 1899. 
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I will add that it is also my belief that not only were 50 lead moulds tamped 
but that these were used - presumably in electrolytic baths of a primitive nature 
and small capacity - to grow single one-impression electrotype shells. 50 of 
these shells, duly backed, mounted and trimmed provided the cliches for the 
printing plate. This made separate trimming work necessary on the individual 
cliches and meant a slight lack of uniformity in the overall size of the various 
single electrotypes. This was unquestionably the main factor contributing to 
the poor aligmnent throughout the sheet. 

For Plates 2 and 3 (not used for the imperforates) it will be shown that 
each printing plate consisted of two electrotypes ,each of 25 ( 5 x 5) subjects, 
each produced Yia one 'master-electro· of the same size, and each duplicating 
th e same "primary" peculiarities (" ·hich therefore appear twice in the sheet of 
!JO) as appeared in the "master". Further, that this working " master " was 
itself a fiv e times duplication of an earlier 'master' " ·hich consisted of one hori­
zontal row of five single electrotypes. \7-.,T e shall see this all in detail later. Suf­
fice to say at this stage that when these Plates were produced (Plate 2 was pro­
duced about June, 1882 and Plate 3 about. March, 1885) it was possible for 
Richard to grow up to a 25 subject elctrotype in a single bath. 

It could, conceivably, be argued that a similar procedure was employed for 
Plate 1 except that at the finish the 25 's (or smaller units ) were cut up into 
individual units which, used with certain types of printing press, would have 
resulted in giving the "plate " a greater resiliency (and less rigidity) than if 
larger multiple subject electrotypes had been used. Many examples of this sort 
of thing are met, for instance, in the electrotyped stamps of Norway and Den­
mark of the 70 's and SO's, where one finds the same "primary' type occurring 
in nrious positions in the heet but in a higgledy-piggledy fashion, and in no 
regular order. 

Jiad this procedure been followed for Plate 1 one would certainly find 
· ' primary '' fl aws of some kind, each occurring on more than one position (though 
not regularly ) in the sheet. 

The actual position provides a complete negation of this supposition. I haw 
examin0d - quite minutely- some copies of all values cov01·ing the 50 sheet 
positions. I ha Ye found no "primary" varieties (usually these are white breaks 
or fia,rs ) such as one meets commonly in the sheets from Plates 2 and 3. The 
constant charactC'ri -tics - small and large - met on each of the 50 positi.ons­
arn individual to that position, and to that position alone. 

There is a lirn ited class of semi-exception to this which, hol\'C'\·er, arise from 
a wholel.r different cause. There are a nurnb0r of positions, in each sheet, which 
show varying degrees of extra thickness (i. e. extra color) in the circle lines un­
der the " ED' ', "PU" etc. These, in my view, are unqu0stionabl,v 'suh-t~·1ws· 
- c.lu0 to the working die picking up some foreign matter (usually a tiny piece 
of kad to1·n out of a mould ) and to that foreign mattrr continuing to adhere to 
the die over the stamping of a number of moulds. 

At this stage one can speculate why, if it was possible to grow a multiple 
subject electrotype in a suitable bath, was it neces ary to use the primitive and 
cumbersome method indicated above~ Everything that then appeared and the 
improwd techniques that subsequently followed (for Plates 2 and 3) indicates, 
Yer~· strongly, that it was not possible. We shall sec, in the next section, that 
if it was not possible, only the on e plate of 50 subjects (10 x 5) could haYe been 
used for the imperforates. At this tage let me say that this is only one of a 
number of arguments supporting the Purves "one plate theory" as against the 
Poole "two plate theory". 
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Figure I. "Damaged value t a blet " varieties of Plate I. Found in t he 2c , 3c, 5c, 7c val ues but not 
in the le and 20c. Positions 10 ,28, 29 , 49 and 50 respectively. See a ppe nd ix A a lso for deta ils. 

The printing plate (excluding the plugs) and the sheets of 50 

In my holding are the following numbers of the different Yalues of the 
imperforate series. They comprise a total of 998 tamps, as follows:-

l c - 217 (55 being used ): 2c - 207 (33 being used ): 3c - 176 (48 
being used ): 5c - 111 (75 being used) : 7c - 209 (121 being used) : 
20c - 78 (64 being used ). 

These figures are merely set out to indicate the hackground from which the 
fi ndings set out have been made. There may well be more material than I 
possess in one or two other collections. All I am saying is that my own material 
has been sufficiently substantial to produce the results I required. 

Positions examined (in most cases they are rrprescnted by scYeral copies, 
and at least two) are as follows:­

le: all 50 positions 
2c: 49 positions: Mis ing 16 
3c: all 50 po itions 
5c: all 50 positions 
7 c: all 50 positions 

20c: 46 positions: Missing 2, 15, 16, 17. 
Other collectors doubtless have some or all of the positions I have not seen, 

but this hiatu can have no effect on the contents of this monograph. (5 ) 

All of my material has, I repeat, been examined minutely and the results 
may be sum marised as follows: 

Th e l c and 20c do exhibit common features but aU those features are shared 
by the othrr values - the 2c, 3c, 5c, 7c. These other value1 in their turn share 
ceetain additional (new) "secondary " fl aws not found on the le and 20c. 
Various classes of constant "secondary " Yariety arc met throughout . There 
arc, for instance, the positions sho\\·ing a 'damaged Yalue tablet', see figure 1. 
Likewise the same varieties showing "colored lines across tablet" (top or 
bottom ) occur in the same positions in the sheet in all values. Sec figure 2. 
Similarly with the "double-strike" rnricties (Figures 3, 4), thr 'sub-type' varie­
ties (see before ) and the many white flaws , including breaks in frames etc. etc. 
A 11 these will be found set out in Appendix A. 

5. Mr. Sellers has now been kind enough to show me a ll the positions 'not previously ex­
amined by me. Suffice to say that they only serve to confirm the findings now set out. 
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Figure 2. Examples of the various "colored line " varieties across the value tablet. All Plate I , 
positions 6, 6 , 9, 9, I 0, 27 and 30 respectively. 

Figure 3. " Double strike" varieties . Plate I , Positions 21 and 49. 

Figure 4 . " Double strike" var ieties. Plate 2, Positions 38 and 46. 
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Figure 5. Pos ition 6 of Plate I. The variety noted by Poole on the I c and 20c val ues only , the 
result of a too light " make-ready." 

The only differences in the sheets for the various values - apart from those 
110\\' to be described - are more cippare11t them real and arc due to the use of 
different ' make readies', fol lowing the plugging, for printing each value. The 
use of a heavier make-ready (e.g. in the 3c) means much more printing emphasis 
in the cofored details, particularly certain colored marks \\·h ich are constant and 
are found between certain impressions. ·with a lighter 'make-ready' (as \Yas 
unquestionably employed for the le and 20c) the general impression is lighter 
and the various colored markings show up much less prominently and sometimes 
11ot at all. 

There are also certain colored markings, e.g. in the 5c and 7c respectiwly 
"·hich are constant but only for the one rnlue. These generall:· occur in or 
aronnd the tablet of rnlue ( though not a hrnys) and I think are due to the 
presence of ink clogs or perhaps to irregularities in the surface of a particular 
plug. 

Constant abnormalities due to ' damaged tablets ' are to be found, in all 
rnlues, on Nos. H , 18, 19, 27, 37, 38, 43, 45 and 46 in the sheet. Similar ab­
normaliti es are fou nd on the 2c, 3c, 5c and 7c sheets which are ?/Ot found in the 
le and 20c rnlues. These occur on Nos. 10, 28, 29, 49 and 50 in the sheet. The 
other flaw found on No. 29 (and not to be seen on the le and 20c values ) - and 
also doub less arising during a plugging in - shows: 

A white diagonal fla\r across the middle of the left hand scroll. All of" \rhich 
!wings us to this:-

I f t \\·o separate plates \rere employed for the le and 20c and the 2c, 3c, 5c 
and 7c respecti,·ely they must have derived from a 'master' of 50 which con­
ta ined th e first nine 'damaged tablet ' rnrieties noted and all the same flaws save 
29 (of all the other kinds ) noted as being found in all rnlues. A possible alter­
nafo·e \\'ould be that the plate used for the le and 20c was itself used :is a 
'master' to prod nee the other plate. Poole ·s Yie\\' was that the pl;itc usecl for 
th e le and 20c was .. constrncted from the plate used for the 2c, 3c, 5c and 7 c ". 

H el'e \\·e arrive at the second and probabl:· most eonclusi,·e of the ;irgnrn ents 
against the "two plate theory". It is this. 

Once a ' master' (a lbeit a small one) is employed in the stamping of e,·en 
one mou ld ancl the gro \\·in g from that mould of an electrnt_q)('d rep li ea of the 
' 111astel' ' it is i11eeitable (eYCn in 1971 ) that n ell' 'secondary' t·arieties \\'ill be 
Cl'eatcd in the replica which d id not occur in the mastel". LTsing- a ' mastel' ' of 
GO 111011.11 new 'secondary' rnrieties would h<:l\"C been expeetrd to ar ise. The 
011/y new 'seco ndary' Yarieties (apart from No. 29 ) that did ar ise (in the six 
positions noted ) were " damaged tablet' ' Yari ctics. These cuulcl u11ly hat· e 
arise11 in the course of a new 'plugging', certainly nut i11 the process of clttplica­
tio11 from a 'niaster'. 

To be convinced of the inevitability of the creation of nc\\· 'secondary' 
Yaricties in the aboYe circumstances one has only to look at the position renaled 
by students in other countries. 
83 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 52, NO. 2 
Take, for instance, the 1872-91 Issues of Holland (both ' King 's Heads ' and 
'Figures of Value' types). These electrotyped stamps were produced using 
'masters' of 25 or 50 as the case happened to be. 'Secondary' varieties galore 
are to be found and make plating a practical possibility. So it is with many of 
the Danish and Norwegian issues from the 1870 's on. Whatever the 'pr imary ' 
types involved there are large numbers found of different 'secondary' varieties. 
Again , take my own Victor ia studies of 1869-75. H ere " masters" of 30 or 60 
(the latter for the ' little l/zd') were employed and the abundance of 'secondary' 
varieties has made it possible to complete the plating. Many other instances can 
be found. (6 ) 

In fact they can be found in the perforated ' Liberty H eads' . H ere, as the 
second section of this work will show, many new 'secondary' varieties (only 
occurring on one 25 group) arose in the process of duplicating - from the same 
25 'master' - four new 25 impression electrotypes. Two of these comprised 
Plate 2 and the other two Plate 3. 

How, if perfect duplication were not possible, at a later period, with a 25 
' master', could it have been possible at an earlier period, with a 50 master? 

On e can over-dramatise, even in Philately. Suffice to say it was not possible. 
Only the one plate could have been concerned. 

P erhaps this point has been over-elaborated, but it has been necessary to 
emphasise the non-feasibility of the Poole "two plate theory", parti cularly in 
view of its adoption by Stanley Gibbons. The distinguishing flaw which Poole 
noted as occurring in the le and 20c values only, on No. 6 (see Figure 5) in the 
sheet can, I firmly believe, be fully explained by the lighter "make-readies" em­
ployed. With the heavier make-readies used for the other values this weakness 
was always obscured by the extra inking. It is relevant to say here - in view 
of the necessity for de-plugging and re-plugging - that a separate ' make-ready' 
would be required for the printing of each value. 

The plate used for the 2c, 3c, 5c and 7c values was therefore only a later 
state of the same plate as was used for the l e and 20c values. We shall, when 
we come to deal with Plate 2, meet many instances or different "states" of the 
same plate. There I am able to show the creation of 'damaged tablet' varieties 
at no less than seven different stages. Once, of course, a new ' damaged tablet' 
variety arose it continued to appear during the r emainder of the period for 
which that particular plate was used. 

It is all a question of progression and the main factor in determining that 
progression (and, for the first time ) the exact order of the first six printings 
from Plate 2 has been a careful study of the 'damaged tablet' varieties. 

Again to summarise. No one has suggested - or can suggest, on the evi­
dence to be given - that seven different plates were employed under the present 
heading ' Plate 2'. Precisely the same phenomena (the 'damaged tablets ') are 
found in the Pl ate 1 printings as in the Plate 2. There is no reason for ascribing 
either to any other cause than a fresh plugging or pluggings. That very im­
portant subject - and its effect in creating certain types of constant variety not 
otherwise found in surface-pr inted stamps - will now have our attention . 

Plugging- and the varieties it created 

The original design, and hence the electrotype impressions bearing the 
same, had the value tablet in the form of a 'shield ', with a straight top and the 
usual curved shapes at its base. 

6. Study reveals that even the confident Hulot was no more successful (in the French 
stamps) in avoiding the creation of large numbers of 'secondary' varieties than was any­
one else. 
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( i) The first point to be made is that it was manifestly impractical to use plugs 
of the same shape, i. e. they could not fit the curves. In my opinion all 
plugs were strictly rectanguktr in shape and they were all necessarily cut 
to the same size. Their bottom edge would therefore stand just above the 
area where the shield lines (at either side) started to curve. 

(ii ) Th ere can also be littl e doubt that the top edge of the plugs fell short of 
the top edge of the value tablet in the main electrotyped design. 
I think this result served two purposes. It enabl ed an rasier removal of 
plugs once printing of one value had been completed, and secondly it 
made it difficult to damage the base of the head in the course of plugging. 
This, in the main electrotyped design, was - it will be seen - very close 
to the top of the shield. 
Where the plugs needed to fit, and then rather snugly, was at the sides. 

(iii ) I believe that the necessity of using rectanguktr shaped plugs (for the 
shield shaped area) was foreseen at the start and that the die (or more 
probably the electrotype "working die" or dies produced from it) was 
"packed", perhaps with lead, in the blank areas above the top of what was 
the plug area and below the base of that area (around the curved part of 
the shield ) r espectively. This packing would haYe been slightly below 
type-height but it did mean leavin g the same rectangular-shaped area or 
"bed" (which made it comparatively easy to fi t the plugs) on every 
electrotype impression produced via the working-die or dies. 

(iv) I also believe (see subsequent discussion for more detail ) that pluggings 
(and consequently prin tin gs) were made in the order 20c, l e, 2c, 3c, 5c, 7c. 

(v) In the 'plugging ' work it was necessary to use a small hammer and a small 
wedge, each probably of wood. It would not haYe been possible to make 
" fi tments" using one 's hands only. 

·w e come now to the two classes of constant variety created in the course of 
the plugging process. Had these previously received the attention they deserve 
this particular r esearch field would have provided much less interest for me. 
Th ese are: A: '' Colored lines'' running across the top and/ or bottom of the 

value tablet. 
B : '' Damaged tablet'' varieties. 

Class A: A careful examination shows that thrse, where they occur, are 
constant,(i) in respect of a particular sheet posit ion, for cill values and that 
their appearance differs for each sheet position where th ey arr found . As to 
how well they show up depends on the lightness or heav iness of the particular 
' make-r eady ' employed for the value in qu estion. They are therefore less pro­
noun ced in the l e and the 20c than, say in the 3c or tlw Ge but they are there, 
all the time. How did they arise? 

I believe that they are th e result, during the first plugging of a new plate, 
of the creation of ridges in the top and / or bottom sides respectively of the 
rectangul ar 'bed' designed to fit the plug and found , as we have seen , on every 
electrotype impression on the plate. 

Note that these lines, whether in the top or the bottom of the tablet, always 
appear along the lin e of junction of what would have been the top and/or bottom 
edges of the plug and the adjacent edges of the surrounding ' bed' respectively. 

7. This fact was first recognized by Poole who included many of these indications in the 
Plating Gui de he published (for Plate 1) in the 'Philatelic Gazette' for August 1914 
et seq. 
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A ]though one printing succeeded another these "colored l in c .. Yarieties 
(often, thcmsehes, indented ) appear to have altered little or at all, \\·hich sug­
gests that " ·hen following the first plugging, it came to fitting the other numbered 
pin gs, most of the fitting work required to be done only on the sides of the plug. 
This thought, in its tnrn, is confirmed - most particularly - by the progressi,·e 
<ippearnnce, oYer the period of the use of Pl<lte 2, of m<iny new 'damaged tablet ' 
rnrieties, \\·h ich \\·e \\·ill now discuss. 

Examples of 'colored line' Yarieties a re illustrated, for each of Plates 1, 2, 
3. They are most useful checks, particular]~, for used stamps where the cancella­
tion ma~· whole]~- or partl~r obscure other characteristics. 

Class B : This type of Yariety u·as recognised by Moens. He said, in 1898 
(see th e S.G. translation ) : 

" Th e changing of the numeral plugs caused a certain <imount of dam­
age to the frames of the shields; the lines are found br0ken or bent so 
as to form one or sometimes two scallops.'' 

He went on to illustrate the most prominent of all these rnrieties which he 
had seen in the le, 5c and 7 c and " ·hi ch he expected existed in a 11 Yalu es. (This 
Yariet~r was a second state of an already damaged left side of th e tablet, and 
was No. 17 in the sheet of Plate 2. J. R. W. P. ) 

Occasionally (e.g. on No . 45, Plate 2) damage was clone to the bottom or 
to the top of the shield area hut damage to the sides is commoner and generall~· 
more noticeable. Morns mentioned these rnrieties but only 'en passant ' . 

They can, perhaps, be most clearly considered as ' damaged reliefs' because 
the~' arose from damage to the reliefs (i.e. the borders of the shield) surrounding 
the plug <irca and were caused by the use of the hammer or edge alread~· r eferred 
to. Although I belieYe most were caused during the insertion of plugs it is 
possible, on occasion , that some damage arose during the removal of plugs. 

THE NUMERAL PLUGS 

SeYeral new lin es of thought have emerged here. 
1. R egarding the position of the numeral inside the value tablet, i .e. its center­
ing or lack of it: 

In this case I belieYe "punches " engraYed in recess in steel were used onto 
\\·hich \\·c1·c fotced und er considerable pressure, thin sheets of copper. To pro­
cure this pressutc something of the nature of a 'drop-hamm er ' (or other heayy 
wei ght ) or of a coining press would haYe been required. These sheets were 
then cut up to prO\·ide the necessary rectangular size for the separate plugs and 
rnou nted to complete a plug for insertion in the plate. A lternativ el~r the whole 
stn mpcd sheet of copper \\·as mounted and then cut up into units of the required 
size. Tn the p1·ocess of cutting up it occasionally happen ed that the num eral 
conccl'ncd wns left badly centered on the rectangular plug. It was either too 
high or too low, or too much to the left or to the right, or both . This abnormal 
positioning of course persisted on the completion of the plugging and in Yarious 
cnses provides a good 'plating" check on the position of a particular stamp in 
the sheet. 

In other \\·ords any bad positioning of the numera 1 on the printed stamp 
arose not from careless plugging but from the position of the figure on the plug 
itself. 
2. The 20c tablets: 

In this value, whether one considers Plate 1, Plate 2 or Plate 3 one sees, 
Yer:· quickl:-, that there is no constancy whatsoever in the relative positions of 
the '2' and the ' O' on any one sheet position. We may divide the 20's into 
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Figure 6. Diffe rences in level between figures " 2" and "O" on 20c. Pla te 3, posit io ns 14, 24, 16, 
36 left to right. 

three general classes, viz. : 

(a) cases where the '2' and the'O' are more or less leYel; 
(b ) cases where the '2' is higher than the 'O'; 
( c) cases where the '2' is lower than the '0 '. 

However, inside each of the above classes there are many Yariations. In 
(b) and (c) there are differences of level "·hich are so marked as to create a 
major ·rnriety, in other cases the differences of leYcl are smaller. So far as I 
can see no one type of '20' is to be found because no two positions are exactly 
alike . If the levels resemble one another the spaci11g and the comparative slopes 
<l iffer. See Figure 6. 

Only one inference can be drawn from these facts i.e.: 

That the 2 's and the 0 's were produced on the copper sheet in separate 
operations, using '2' and '0' punches respectiYcl,v. In the finish one had fift~· 
or more '20' plugs, all differing from one another. Such a procedure, ho\\·eyer 
tedious it might appear to us, seems to be the sole explanation. 

Once again these differences of level on the printed stamp do not arise from 
careless plugging. They were inevitable once such a difference arose in the plug 
employed. In the 20c, the (a), (b ) and (c) indications pro,·ide rnluable 
confirmation for plating many of the 50 positions, in any one of the 3 printings. 

20c: Plates 1, 2 and 3: Lists of the sheet positions showing a substantial 
difference in the levels of the figures '2' and 'O'. 

1. ' 2 ' noticeably above the '0'. 
Plate 1 : 5, 7, 33, 34, 36, 40, 43, 47, 50 
Plcite 2: 4, 5, 17, 24, 27, 29, 32, 35, 44, 45, 46, 47. 
Plate 3: 2, 8, 12, 14, 15, 24, 25, 28, 35, 39, 41 

2. '2' noticeably below the 'O'. 
Plate 1 : 10, 12, 14, 23, 38, 42. 
Plate 2 : 3, 13, 16, 18, 23, 25, 28, 31, 34, 43. 
Prate 3 : 6, 9, 10, 16, 29, 30, 31, 36, 43. 

NOTE: In the Pla.te 1 sheet nine positions have still to be examined (2, 4, J 1, 
15, 16, 17, 20, 29, 48) and in the Plate 2 sheet six positions (1, 19, 30, 41 , 42, 48). 
All fifty positions in the Plate 3 sheet have been covered. 

Another common form of constant abnormality (a form of damage which 
seems to have developed as fitrther pluggings were made) is a weak S. vV. corner 
to the '2 '. So far this kind of variety has been seen as follows :-
Plate 1 sheet: 22. Plate 2 sheet: 4, 34, 35, Plate 3 sheet: 4, 5, 12, 14, 22, 29, 
30, 31, 36, 41, 45. 
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Figure 7. 20c. Right of shield m1 ss1ng. lmperforate , Plate I, Positions 3, 30 and 46. Perforated , 
Plate 3, Posit ions 24, 33 and 43 . 

3. What happened to the plugs after removal from a plate? 
There is now every indication (see later for details) that after the printing 

of a value and the removal of the plugs they were put away in a box and pro­
duced again when a further printing was required. 

Apart from 'centering' there are comparatively few constant abnormalities 
met in the earlier plugs but it has proved possible in each of the 2c, 3c and 20c 
perforated values, to find the same plug defect occurring in different positions 
in the sheet, according to the printing in which it is found. See Appendix. 
These plug defects for the 2c and 3c are set out in the section dealing with the 
perforated stamps but some are illustrated here. 

4. A special form of constant plug variety : 
There are cases - found here and there in all values (see Appendices ) 
- where the left or the right side of the shield is missing (Figure 7 ) . 
In very nearly all such cases no danwge whatever occurred to the shield 
on the impression concerned. The failure of the frame to prin t was 
simply due to the fact that the plug had tilted slightly upwards on that 
side so that the plug edge along' that side is very slightly higher than 
the adjacent shield relief. The result is that the latter does not print. 
Cases can be met where the same sheet position, for one value of a 
series, shows the side of a frame printed whereas in another value of 
the same series it is missing. This is a problem of levels, and not of 
damage. 

To Be Continued 
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Stampless Period Troy House Hotel Markings 

By Robert Dalton Harris 

Figure I . The Troy House was an important part of main street Troy in 1846.4 

In terms of the number of handstamps, the Troy House in Troy, New York, 
\\·as probably the most prolific of the hotels in identifying themselves on stamp­
lrss period mail. Many hotels are known to have applied handstarnps to letters 
Llnring the 1840 's and 1850 's of the stampless period 1 and in some cases we can 
be quite certain that some specified postal service was rendered by the hotel. 
I"sually, this would haYe been merely to convey letters to and from the nearest 
post office, but in some cases prominent hotels acted like express companies 
illegally carrying letters over post roads in direct competition with the USPOD.2 

fn many cases, and in the case of the Tro~- House in particular, we have no dear 
picture of what postal service, if any, the hotel may have provided to those 
lrtters bearing its handstamp.3 We shall examine the recorded mail bearing the 

1. Known stampless period hotel handstamps are listed by E. N. Sampson, American 
Stampless Cover Catalog, pp. 194-6. 

2. Private communication with Calvet Rahn (May 3, 1971) confirms that Howard's 
Hotel, for example, provided a private mail service between New York City and Troy 
with letters to points beyond finishing their journey by the US mails. Konwiser a'ncl 
Mason in The Stamp Specialist, Vol. 1 Pt. 2, p. 171, may be trusted perhaps to list 
only those hotels who actually are known to have independently carried the mailE;. 
The Troy House is not included. 

3. G. B. Sloane in "Stamps", Oct. 6, 1956, p. 13 summan-ises th e uncertainty in just 
what services the hotel handstamps may have indicated. 

4. This illustration appears with the caption "View of River Street in 1846" in A. J. 
Weise, Troy's One Hundred Years, p. 133. 
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four known Troy House handstamped markings for what we mi ght infer about 
the handstamps ' postal significance. 

The site of our Troy H ouse, the east side of First Street at its intersection 
with River, was originally leased for a blacksmith shop by J ames \Vardwell from 
J acob D. Van der H eyden in 1790.5 After purchasing the land in 1794, Ward­
well sold it in 1797 to Capt. H enry Slason for the E agle 'l'avern. From Slason , 
the lot went to Platt Titus in 1803. It was under Titus that the Troy House 
was established as the town's premier hotel: in 1824 its parlor hosted Troy's 
formal welcome of the Marquis de la Fayette. When Titus died in 1833, A rchi ­
bald Kidd took up the management and, in turn , r elinquished it to Andre\\" 
\Vatrous in 1838. In Vfatrous' Troy House, the first of the kno\\"n Tro:· Honse 
handstamps was wielded. 

Only three examples of the Watrous Troy House blue ornl marking ha\·e 
been recorded 6 and but one of them has been positiYely identified for the : ·ear 
- 1843. The example shown in figure 2, \Yith the May 24 dated blue 'l'ro:· 
townmark T-6,7 must have been sent during the years 1843-45 to comply with 
the range of use of both the blue ink with T-6 and the 12% rate. The wording 
of this handstamp, "FORWARDED/ FROM/ TROY HOUSE, .. suggests that 
the hotel may have carried the letter to the Tro~' P ost Office some two blocks 
distant. 

Fiq ure 2. The 28 x 24mm blue oval used by the W at rous Troy House ca . 1843 . 

5. Troy House history is iamply covered by A. J. Weise in The City of Troy and its 
Vicinity, pp. 300·1, and in various places in his Troy's One Hundred Years. 

6. The range of covers reported in this article owe much to the records of Calvet Hahn. 
7. Designations and data on stampless period Troy postal markings are taken from 

R. D. Harris, "American Philatelist", Vol. 84, #6 pp. 527-34, & #7 pp. 598-606 
(1970). 
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Figure 3. From its first site in 1795, Troy's post office began a slow journey to the magnetic 
Troy House. 

Troy's post office was established in 1795,8 some distance from the site of 
the future Troy House, and then spent the next 50 years wandering ever closer. 
The location in 1843,9 during the period that Vv atrous was applying his oval 
handstamp, was ''down the block and around the corner,'' a distance that some 
of the genteel patrons of Troy's best and most popular hotel might gladly forego 
in favor of a small fee payable to an hotel employee. 

It is likely, though, that the Troy House provided mail carriage strictly for 
the convenience of its customers. And the example that we have displayed in 
Figure 2, being written on a rather informal faintly lined tablet paper, indicate~ 
at least in this case that the patron furnished his own stationery. 

In 1845, the Troy House went to Charles S. Coleman and Charles Rogers. 
Then in 1847 Coleman assumed sole management and continued until a two year 
closing of the hotel in 1854-55. Coleman's reign in the Troy House providrs us 
with the remainder of the known stampless period markings from the hotel. 

Coleman wasted no time in introducing his own handstamp in black ink on 
letters leaving his hotel. The earlie t reported strike is May 1847 and the Sept. 
1 , 1847 strike of Figure 5 seems to complete the scant record of this marking. 

The first of the Coleman handstamps may have badly deteriorated by the 
Fall of 1 4 when it was apparently replaced by a crude unboxed 26 x 17 mm 

8. R. D. Harris, ibid. 
9. A . J. Weise, Troy's One Hundred Years, p. 240, lists the sites of t he T'roy Post 

Offices. 
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Figure 4. An advertisement of the Coleman Troy House probably taken from a contemporary city 
directory. 

Figure 5. " COLEMAN'S/TROY HOUSE/TROY, N . Y." in 24 x I 7mm wavy lined box. Note the 
resemblance of setting of this handstamp with the advertisement of Figure 4. 
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Figure b. The 2b x 17mm unboxed Troy House handst amp re porte d in use only for the Fall of 1848 . 

straightlinc handstamp of the same wording. The known dates for this mark­
ing arc all in 1848 - Sep. 17 & 23 and the Oct. 19 of Figure 6. 

Th e straightline marking, itself, did not last for long and was replaced be­
fore the close of 1848 b:v another rendition of the wavy line boxed marking 
differing from the first chiefly in the setting of the hotel name in mixed upper 
nnd lo\\·er case letters. This latter marking seems to be the most ¢ommon of the 
Troy House handstamps with four examples being reported for the period Nov. 
2, 1848 to May 18, 1850.10 The later examples display considerable wear to the 
embellishm ents forming the corners of the frame. 

In May 1846 the Troy Post Office had moved into the Athenaeum Building 
to be just next door to the Troy House when Coleman assumed command. Rven 
the most genteel of Coleman's customers probabl~r would not have paid to have 
their letters connyed the few feet to the post office. But they might have 
dropped their letters into a box in the hotel lobb:v for free carriage to the mails. 
These letters would be handstamped by the hotel more for the sake of advertising 
than for any indication of a postal service rendered. But the identity of wr iting 
paper leaving the pens of different Tro:v House patrons proYides us with :vet 
another possibility for the Troy House handstamps: they may have been used 
to print the heading on courtesy letter sheets. 

'\Ve have found two instances of letters written from the Troy House b~­
cl iffercnt correspondents but, as identified by the embossed stationer's imprint, 
on the same stationery. A search of approximatebr 100 letters sent from Tro~­
rluring this same period disclosed but a single additional letter on either of these 
stationeries so we feel confident that we are not dealing in coincidences. An:v­
'rny, the first instance matches a NoY. 2. 1848 letter written b:v a hotel patron 
and bearing' a strike from the second of the wayy line boxed handstamps with a 
letter of Dec. J 6, 1848 written b:v Charles S. Coleman himself. The Colem:rn 

lO. In Sampson, ibid, this markings seems to have been confused with its similarly styled 
predecessor. 
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Figure 7. The second style of the wavy line boxed Troy House handstamps differs from the first 
in the mixed setting of "Troy House ". Th is cover is dated May 17, 1850. 

c,·~ • 7'/'. 
_r·-o-~ 

ALBANY ---
Figure 8. The stationer's imprint found on let­
te rs written from the Troy House Nov . 2 and 
Dec. 16, 1848. 

Figure 9 . The stationer's imprint common to 
letters written from the Troy House May 17 
and May 18 , 1850. 

letter is datelined " Troy House" but bears no hotel handstamp. But both 
letters display a stationer's imprint indicating an Albany supplier. 

The second pair of letters with matching stationer ·s imprint were sent from 
the Troy House with the second of the wavy line boxed handstamps on May 17 
and May 18, 1850. In this case, the stationer's imprint reads something like 
"COLT & GRAY." 

Even if the Troy House customers did not pay for transmission of their 
letters between the hotel and the post office, they might have paid for the sta­
tionery. We do not know what sort of free services were expected of a hotel in 
the mid 1800 's and we shall probably never know precisely what the Troy House 
handstamps may have denoted in terms of money exchanged and services 
rendered. We suspect, though, that these Troy House stampless period hotel 
handstamps anticipated the corner card adYertising of later eras . Indeed, from 
the period when envelopes gained favor over the folded letter sheet, we have just 
such a stampless envelope with a neat Coleman's Troy House corner card. The 
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Figu re I 0. The blue ova l advertisin g corner ca rd provided by C olema n to his customers ca . 
1851 -53 . 

co,·er bears a blue strike of T-7B which puts the marking after the 1851 rate 
changes. A pencil notation identifies the year as 1851, but, were we skeptical, 
we would assign the cover to the period 1851-53 (the shop was qlpsed 1854-55, 
remember). 

So, we have found no definite evidence that the Troy Hous{l hotel hand­
stamps indicated any postal service. The Watrous marking with the "FOR­
WARD ED ... " wording might imply some carrier service without revealing 
whether or not fees were charged. Certainly no carrier fees would have been 
levied during Coleman's management of the hotel when the post office was only 
next door. But, during Coleman's time, the handstamps may have been con­
nected in some way with the hotel-furnished stationery and were probably 
engineered to take advantage of the advertising possibilities presented by the 
letters from the pens of patrons. 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

Due to great demand for back numbers of this magazine, many old 
issues are no longer available. A list of those on hand appears on Page 
128 with the advertisements in this issue. 

Many back numbers on this list are in very short supply, only one or 
two copies still being in stock. Anyone planning to fill in his file should 
check this and order now. 
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Fun With Scissors:-
The Bisects Of French Colonies 
By Robert G. Stone (Conti nued from. Page 2 1) 

The "Oxus" Bisects October-November 1905 

Strictly speaking this was not a colonia l bisect but one of French stamps 
sold by the postal agent on board the mai l packet '·Oxus" on the Reunion­
Marseille run, calling at Madagascar , Djibouti , etc., on the 'rny. Appearing 011 

hundreds of postcards from this boat \\·hile steaming in the Indian Ocean during 
October-November 1905, one immediately suspects the clerk got the idea from 
seeing the Madagascar bisects of 1904-05. Or perhaps the dudes in Die10 SuaL"cz 
talked him into it when the boat called there in earl.'· October. Quite un ­
authorized, likely unnecessary, eYcn fraudu lent, the " Oxus .. splits are not recog­
nized by Salles in his exhaustiYe work " La Foste Maritime" nor b.'· an.'· 
catalogs. But the fact remains they all went through the mails without question 
or due charge, and if 99%+ were philatelic we can show you one that \ms non­
philatelic to all appearances. And of course th e.'· haYe been roundly denounced 
in the press as a betise, escroquerie, etc. Newrtheless the.'- are curious for 
seYeral r easons. 

From early October 1905 the mail clerk on the Oxus pretenclcLl th eL"c was ;1 

lack of lOc French stamps in his stock on board (a Yalue much used for franking 
travellers' postcards ). At first he collected postage in cash and struck the cards 
with a hand stamp: " Port Paye/ paquebot-poste OXUS,' ' fonrn rding them 
stampless. That was quite legitimate but not exciting; - and why did he not 
use 1, 2, 4 and 5c stamps? Soon he started bisecting 15c lined-Sower type 
stamps (horizontally) to use instead of lOc stamps; - why 15c rather than 20c 
stamps? Anyway, traYellers on board in collusion \\·ith the mai l cleL"k 111acle up 
about 2000 cards addressed to friends or relatiYes or themseh ·cs in France and 
posted them with the bisects. The bisects were cancelled with the postmark of 
Ligne V, Marseille a Reunion (or Reunion a l\Iarseille ), No. 4. We haw seen 
several hundred of these cards postmarked 19 Oct., 2G Oct ., or 1-1: No,· ., dates 
when or just after the boat called in certain ports \\·here the senders bought the 
picture postcards to mail (Diego Suarez, Tamata,·e, Reunion , Nossi Be, Djibouti , 
etc.). The cards and often the stamps \\·er e also handstamped with a purple­
inked cachet, of which there were three types : "Affranchissement special / faute 
de timbres a 10 cent.", " OXUS," or " Paquebot-Poste/ OXUS." The latter two 
types were normal purser's cachets for such packets, but the first one was made 
up for the occasion and resembles those of Madagascar, probabl.'' confccted at 
Diego Suarez. The "OXUS" mark is seen onl.'· in combination " ·ith the first 
type; the third type was used onl.'' on the 14 ?-Joyember postings, main I_,. in 
combination with the first type. 

As the mail agent collected lOc twice for e,·en · l 5c stamp bisected he made 
a profit of 2%c per card. The postal administration in Paris, when they became 
aware of it, denounced the issue as unauthorized an<l chastised the cleric The 
middle of the Indian Ocean is a long way from Paris else the agent could not 
ha Ye run his game uninhibitedly for 6 weeks. If we assume the clerk 'ms honest. 
it would seem that his stock of 1, 2, 4, and 5c and 20c stamps was also low, other­
wise he should have used these before splitting 15c, or stuck with his '' PP '· 
cachet. If we may be allowed a little further speculation - perhaps he i nitial]~· 
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Figure 7. An " Oxus" bisect of the 15c grey-green lined-Sower French stamp of 1903 can celled 
" Marseille a La Reunion L.V. No. 4" (Salles #2307/4) 25 Oct. 1905, on a picture postcard of 
Majunga , addressed to a girl in Cherbourg . Probably mailed when the boat was at Nossi- Be. The 
cachets in th is case are "Affranchissement special/faute de timbres a I 0 cent." and "Oxus" (a 
purse r's cachet). 

___ .. ,, . ...,..,..,.., ..... ,.:·- ... ·-· ... ··· ... " ....... , ............. ,. ... ,. ............................... ~ .................. -........... _., ..... _.,_,._,.,_,_,.,_ 

Figure 0. " Oxus" bisect on picture postcard of Djibout i, mailed 14 Nov. 1905 to Paris and can­
celled with "La Reunion a Marseille L.V. No. 4" postmark (Salles # 2308/4), while the boat was 
at Djibouti or had just left for Aden . Addressed in sa me handwriting as Figure 7, no message just a 
signature on recto. The sender put a se rial number on each card he sent, so he could check back in 
France whether all arrived . The same cachet t ies the bisect as on Figure 7 but the second cachet 
is a different purser's mark : " Paquebot- Poste/ OXUS" . 
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Figure 9. Postcard with picture of the " Oxus" boat, with a vertical gutte r pa ir of the I Sc bisects, 
postmarked as in Figure 8 and same cachet but no purser' s mark. Message written at bottom to 
Madame Durant-Court, Cap Diego, Madagascar , gives no hints of anyth ing philatelic, but says 
the boat is steaming into Aden . Not clear why the pa ir of bisects (= I Sc) , but perhaps because 
the message was longer than the regu lation a llowed for a postcard . These postcards had no printed 
space for message on the verso , as the regulations up to 1910 required the message to be on front. 

borrowed the idea of the " PP " cachet from seeing the use of them made at 
Dj ibouti in 1901, and when he got to Diego Suarez and saw those fancy Mada­
gascar bisects he just couldn't resist, especiall.'· when told the Madagascar 
inspector had said it was o.k. to use them. 

One of the '' OXUS ' · card · we ha Ye is sort of a stlpercherie - the stamps 
are a vertical pair of the bisect with gutter between, cancell ed with the "Reunion 
a Marseille L.V. No. 4" postmark of 14 Nov. 1905, plus the first type of cachet 
mentioned above. The card is a picture of the Messageries Maritimes boat 
Oxus with a long personal message across the bottom (-nothing philatelic in 
it-) written while the boat was approaching Aden, addressed to Cap Diego, 
Madagascar. Now a postcard required only a lOc franking; of course a ingle 
half of the 15c stamp would have done the job, but two 15c halves adds up to 
15c - or should we say the clerk was laying it on thick this time, heading for 
home and eager to use them up, unless he thought the sender had written such 
a long message on front (contrary to regulations) that he should charge him 
the letter rate. 

The Gaoua Bisect, 2 March 1908 

The Gaoua is a crown-j ewel (of a virgin queen at that ) of the bisects, 
unsung by catalogs, dealers or collectors; unsullied by promotion, dubious moti­
vation or philatelic coYers; unauthorized but honestly made in presence of the 
whole community; unknown to the administration and undenounced by it, 
postally and philatelically pure as the wind-driven dusts of its savannah home. 
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Figure I 0. Bisect of 20c French Souda n stamp of 1894 {Sc. # II ) made at Gaoua , Upper Senegal 
and Niger, cancelled 2 March 1908, on cover to Nimes, France . Very rare non-philatel ic provisional 
-less than 40 bisects were used on that date . It took 49 days t o reach destination; travel was 
ve ry slow the n in West Africa. 

And how did that ever happen ? All we know is what is in an obscure note in 
Collectionneur de Timbre-Post, 1908, p. 168, where Arthur Maury quotes a letter 
from a correspondent stationed at Gaona, Upper Senegal and Niger, in 1908: -
"On March 2, the day of the (weekly?) mail from Gaona, the natiYe postal clerk 
found himself short of stamps of 1, 2, 4, 5 and lOc, that is all the Yalues that 
could be used to make up a franking of lOc. The mail 'rns Yery hea q that day, 
including a rather large number of correspondences. Some of it was franked 
with the few stamps still in stock, the rest "·ith 20c stamps diagonally bisected. 
This operation was made in the presence of a major part of the European per­
sonnel there. The clerk could not foresee the lack of stamps, because the 
evening before a sub-officer had taken 15 francs in stamps to send in an envelope 
in place of buying a money order, the Gaona postoffice being authorized to issue 
mon ey orders to within the colony only. In every case the franking (by bisects ) 
was correct. The post nearest to Gaona is that of Diebengon at 80km, by foot 
naturally, and it also lacked stamps for several days. The post office which 
might have furnished stamp to Gaona \YaS Bobo-Dinilan, 205 km away, but 
there was insufficient time to obtain them from there bv mai l. The number of 
stamps of 20c bisected was about 40 or perhaps less.· This 'ms the French 
Soudan 20c (Group Type), the new issues (Faidherbe, etc. ) not having arrived 
yet. '' 

The only other reference to this bisect we haYe eyer found is in L' Ami de 
Timbres, 1909, p. 267, where the editor illustrates a coyer he had with a 20c 
Soudan bisected from Gaoua elated 7 Mars 1908 (misread for 2 March? ). It is 
not listed in Tristant 's survey of colonial provisionals. We are happy to illus­
trate our own Gaoua cover herewith ; there is certainly nothing philatel ic about 
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it. Another coYel' with a 25c stamp in addition to th e 20c bisect, registered 
franking to P aris, was recently sold by the Proud-Bail ey Co. ;- it was incorrect­
ly described in their catalog but in a letter the firm indicates it was the 20c bisect 
cancelled l\Iarch 6, 1908 - either the date was misread or the shortage of stamps 
continued until the next week's mail. In any case th e Ga01rn may be rarer than 
a Mauritius " P ost Office., (if an~· body cares ) . 

The scene where the whole literate commun ity stands arou nd to watch the 
bisecting operation must be unheard of in posta l history - and it sut·cl,v 1ras a 
goo<l way to keep the operation as immaculate as its concept ion . 

It shou ld be mentionc<l that Maury probabl:1 could not accurately read the 
unfamiliar nati1·e names in his corrcspond ant's hamhniting - the other post­
offices mentioned were probably Dicbougou and Bobo-Diolasso, th e on l:· places 
with similar names recorded as postoffices in Upper Senegal and Niger in that 
period. Gaoua is an isolated place in the fa r south of French Souclan ( later 
part of H aute Volta ) near the hon· Coast border. Th e postcffice was opened 
around 1900-02 ; when the colony of French Soudan was r enamed '' Senegarnbir 
ct Niger" in 1904 and " Haut Senegal et Niger " in 1906, there 11·as a long Jag 
in changing the postmarks and stamps, which explains 11·h:· Uaoua 11·as still in 
1908 using French Soudan stamps. 

The Libreville Bisects of 1910 

H ere we uncO\·er a side-splitting caper of local amateurs out to make a few 
francs from gullible collectors. But alas, th eir crea tions 1rnnt through the mails 
(or at least into and out of a postoffice) so we haYc to han• a look at them - no 
ct priori bias, you know. Dated between October and late December 1910 or 
J anuary 1911, a considerable number of covers ha 1·c turn eel up mailed at Libre­
ville, Gabon , for deliYer:r to local Libre1·illr addresses, franked with postage 
insufficient by l e or 5c from the required lOc. 'l'h c postage due on the l c­
<lcfici ent COYers \YaS 2c (twice the deficiency) and coll ected b~1 a diagonal bisect 
of the 4c black General Issues of French Colonies clues stamp, with a handstamp 
cachet l'eading : " TAX:E AVEC MOITIE/ DE -le FA UTE DE 2c " (the cachet 
sometimes tied the bisect, sometimes not). Th e coYers deficient 5c and charged 
lOc due had diagonal bisects of the 20c green Genera l l ssues dues stamp and a 
cachet reading: '' Taxe aYec moitie jde 20 faute de 10,'' sometimes tieing the 
bisect. Some of these coYers have the regulation T-in-triangle mark, some do 
not . Th e handwr iting and addresses on many of the cornrs are identica l. A 
few of them were mailed from elsewhere in Ga hon or on ships nearby to Libre-
1·illc. The impli cations are that 2c and lOc dues stamps were out of stock there 
at that time. What seems to give away this postal-charade is that in the same 
period we find a number of conrs mailed sim il arl:r 11·it h defi cient postage, the 
due coll ected with dues stamps of the Yery denomination: alleged out of stock­
:md the handwriting looks like some of that on th e bisect coYers ! 

Olwiously a collusion bet11·een the post office pcl'son nel and local residents 
1n1s inrnh·ccl. Montad cr reported in Postilion that a go1·crnmcnt fu nctionan ·, 
noting that 2c dues 11·ere apparentl~· out of stock, made up man:· dcficie11tl,1·­
f1·ankecl co1·ers addressed to his relat ins, fr icll(ls, and scnants, etc., to obtain 
th e provision al. Yet it l'emains unclear \rh o started this racket - a genuin e 
shortage, the postal clerks, or importuning custome1·s. Tt got 11·orse in time: 
sc1·cral 1·cl'sions of th e 4c/ 2c cachet are found, differing in size, one being saicl 
to be a ''reprint '' or forger~' of the other. Also " ·c suspect backdating of the 
oostmarks on some of th e coYers 11·h ich bear stamps of the Januar~1 1911 issue 
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Figure 11 . A Libreville dues bisect cover, postmarked 2 Nov. 1910. The postage stamps total 9c, 
I c deficient for prepaying the I Oc rate . The 2c due is collected by a 4c (presumably, as the numeral 
half of the stamp was cut off) black colonies dues stamp of 1885. Cachet "Taxe avec moitie/de 4c 
faute de 2c." 

of Gabon cancelled in December 1910 ! By 1911 hundreds of these covers wer e 
bein g offered in bookstores in France at 10 fra ncs each. (her the years the~· 
keep popping up in auctions or dealers · stocks at rather exhorbitant prices. Th e 
1rnmber \\'C haYc seen offered is not to suggest th e.'· are c::i mmon but not r ar e 
r ith el'; \\'C guess at least 300-500 were made. No authori zation for them has 
cYer been trotted forth. In fact, 1910 was a dues crazy period in Gabon - we 
note from Bas Kouilou postoffice in December 1910 many coYers with General 
Issue dues handstampe<l "GABON" (the registry lahd cachet ), and in June 
co,·ers are reported from Leukolcle with postage stamps used as dues and can­
cell ed T-in-Tri a.ngle. For years a lot of gnllimaufry had been going on at th r 
LibreYill e postofficc, which t he Inspector fo l' thr Colon ies reportrcl in 1911 : 
irreg·nlarities of all sorts, falsified records, defa lcntions of fonds, etc. - a defi cit 
of 15,000 francs among other things. Beside these tricks the bisects \Yerc a 
childrcns' pastime, bu t there might be a connection. vVho knows~ 

Ft. Sibut, Oubangui-Chari, May 1911 

'l'h r postcffice at Ft . Sibut, Oubangui-Chari, 1'1111 out of lOc stamps dming­
May 1911 a nd bisected some 20c stamps of French Congo ( 1900 issue ) to ac­
commodate lOc frank ings. This was reported by a correspondent of the J o-urna / 
des Philatelistes, 1911, p. 119, and quoted by l\1aur~- in Coll . 1'.-P., 1911, p. 356. 
The postofficc cla imed on l~r about a dozen such bisects \\·ere used, bu t the cor ­
respondent thought it was about 22. Orders were giYrn hy the hea d office at 
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Figure 12 . Libreville dues bisect of 20c g ree n colon ial du es stamp of 1906 for collecting Sc due, 
cancelled on 11 Dec. 1910. This cove r was unde rpa id by Sc he nce IOc due. The cachet reads : "Taxe 
avec moitie/de 20 faute de 10". The Sc stamp is of the 19 11 issue inscribed "Afrique Equatoriale 
Gabon " which was not supposed to have been avuilable at Librevill e before J a nua ry or February 
1911 ; thus the postmark was appa re ntly backdated . 

Bangui that no more bisects wer e to be made and that " ·hen stamps \Yerc lacking 
to forward the letters to Bangui in a sack with a mon ey order for the amount of 
postage required. The postmaster at Bangui would then put the stamps on 
them. We do not know of any coYers "ith this bisect and it may be as rar e as 
the Gaona. 

Ivory Coast, 1913, 1916, 1921, 1926 

vVe have a note in our files , without r eference, that lOc Ivory Coast stamps 
were bisected at Touba sometime in 1913. (Touba " ·as a small pla ce where a 
lot of philatelic cancelling-to-order of stamps occurred in the 1900-15 period. ) 

The Y nrt et Tellier specialized catalog reconls a 20c stamp Yertically bi­
sected used at Drewin, F eb. 2, 1916, and a 50c Yerti cally bisected used at Grand 
Bassam 18 Jun e 1921. No further information is aYailable and these may only 
have been used on one da y or for a short period, eYidentl~- without philatelic 
exploitation. 

Tristant (Feuilles Marcophiles, #150, p . 8 ) r eports a 20c stamp bisected. at 
Abidjan , April 19, 1926. 

Dahomey, 1920-21 

The Yvert et Tellier specialized catalog notes that in 1920 the lOc stamp of 
Dahomey was bisected at Save to use for 5c £rankings. The 50c was bisected 
horizontally at Savelou during September and October 1920, which we have used 
on a cover of 27 Sept. addressed to Porto Novo for the proper 25c letter rate at 
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Figure 13. Da i1omey 50c stamp (Sc. #64) horizontally bisected for a 25c franking on a respectable­
appearing cover from Savelou , 27 S<>pt . 1920, to Porto Nove. 

that time. Rochette reported in L'Echo de lei '1 '. ( #1112, p. 282) that the 50c 
is found diagonally bisected on 30 Oct. 1920 and that bisecting was authorized 
for a short time owing to shortage of lOc and 25c stamps. The Yvert et Tellier 
catalog also mentions the 50c being bisected either Yertically or diagonally, used 
for a few days in November 1921 at P aouignan for 25c frankings. R.B. in Bull. 
Phil. du Midi #59 and #61 states that bisects of the 50c were used at Cotonou, 
23 Sept. 1920 to late 1921, and at Porto Novo 16 Oct. 1920 to late 1921. Yvert 
et Tellier note the 50c Dahome~· dues stamp of 1914 was bisected for 25c postage 
use at Ouidah, OY. 20, 1920. Finally we have a philatelic cover from Bohicon 
to Cotonou, 15 O\'. 1920, with a Yertically bisected lOc in addition to 20c face 
in 1, 2, and 5c stamps, making a 25c franking. Tristant (op. cit.) reports a 30c 
d iagonally bisected at Bohicon 15 Dre. 1920, which implies 15c stamps werr 
lacking. 

Thus we have numerous indications of probable shortages of lOc and 25c 
(and possibly 15c) stamps at a number of postoffices in Dahome~· at intenals 
from early September 1920 to late November 1921, and that the:v were probabl~· 
authorized or at least tolerated by the Dahomey central postal administration. 
There was philatelic exploitation of some or all of these but it must not have 
been very great nor well organized, else wr would see many more of them. 

Brazzaville, May 1922 

The YYert et Telli er catalogue mentions a coyer seen with a bisect of the 
50c Middle Congo stamp cancelled at Brazzaville, 27 Ma:v 1922, addressed to 
Dijon, France. We have found no other reports on this. 
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Figure 14. Philatelic cover with IOc Dahomey stamp (Sc. #47) vertically bisected plus 20c in I, 
2, and Sc stamps to make the 25c letter rate, from Bohion 15 Nov. 1920 to Cotonou. 

Figure 15. Chinese envelope, locally addressed at Papeete , Tahiti , without any postage stamps 
(25c rate), a 50c due collected by a bisected lfr due stamp of French Colonies 1905, cancell ed 
9 June 1923 . Handstamp "T" and due charge in crayon . Note that the stamp is a top sheet-margin 
copy, with the cut from the adjacent row of stamps extending across the margin , showing t hat 
the b isecting was probably done with a paper cutter taking diagonal rows of a pane (5x5) at 
each cut. Probably philatelic use . 
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Tahiti, June 1923 

A number of covers are known with the lfr brown on straw French Colonies 
postage-due stamp of 1905 diagonally bisected at P apeete in June 1923. They 
may all be philatelic, as the one we illustrate appears to be. A cover with it is 
reported originating in New Caledonia and one from Moorea. The letter rate 
was 25c and unfranked letters would be charged 50c due (2 x the rate unpaid ). 
Oceania was still using the 1894-1905 General Issue dues until 1926 and its stock 
of them was possibly getting low in some denominations already by 1923. They 
were no longer being printed after 1905-1908 but Paris had stocks to distribute 
well into the 1920s. Colonies that were using the General Issue dues in the 
1920s finally had to have provisional overprints by 1925-28, so we judge that 
Paris was still supplying some of them up to that time. But it seems Oceania 
could have used lower denominations of dues in combination to make up the 50c 
charge. 

Cameroun, 1927, 1929 

Yvert et Tellier catalogue notes that the lfr blue (1926 ) stamp was seen 
bisected and pen-surcharged 50c, on covers from M'Banga dated 15 April, 1927, 
and from Nyombe April 8, 1927, and Jan. 14, 1929. The rarity of these does 
not suggest philatelic promotion as they are very small postoffices. 

Postlude 

If any generalized pattern is discernible in this h istory, it is only that the 
ear lier bisects were associated with the philatelic and speculatiYe issues of all 
sorts made in most colonies during 1900-1906, due to laxity in the colonial ad­
ministration at all levels; whereas the later ones ( 1908-) were mostly isolated 
local happenings without prior approval or direction of higher offices, on a yery 
small scale, and more or less justified by genuine temporary shortages of stamps. 
The postal validity and philatelic exploitation were not necessarily correlated to 
presencr YS. absence of official au thorization or approval. As we have pontifi­
cated before, the existence of an official decree is no assu rance of genuine need, 
and the absence of such authorization is no proof of lack of genuin e emergency. 
If th at sounds like a moral for postal historians, so be it. 

The skeptic might ask: why bisect when surcharging or use of "PP" cachets 
was an available alternatiYe ~ A fair answer is that surcharging was already 
under a cloud of disapproval at the Ministry unless prior author ization was ob­
ta.ined; the " P P " cachets were probably not available at all small postoffices. 
A ]so clerks may ha Ye been wary of collecting cash without putting on stamps as 
it exposed them to accusation of fraud. The logic for bisecting at r emote posts 
when emergencies arose is thus evident. 

The End 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Due to a great demand fo r back numbers of this magazine, many old issues are n o longer 

available. A list of those on h and appears on page 128 of this number . 

Many b ack numbers on thi s list are in very sh ort supply, onl y one or two cop ies still 
bein g in stock. Anyone planning to fill in hi s fil e sh ould check this list and order n ow. 
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The Clubhouse 
The Meeting of January 3rd 

T annu Tuva and other Esoterica, Harrison D . S. Haverbeck 

Phil ately offers perhaps the most di,·erse range of subjects for a derntee to 
coll ect . Th e question of " What to collect~" is one th at puzzles both th e amatuer 
and se ri ous coll ector; perhaps because of the tremendous Yariations the hobby 
offers. I t is l\h·. I-Ln-crbeck 's belief that the on I~· mi ~· to com pletel.v enjo~­
phil ate l~· and realize its fullest potential as an enterta inin g pastim e is to ans\\'er 
this qu estion in the simp lest \\'ay : collect \\·hat ~·ou like. The unusual, the 
esote1·i ca, often ho ld the most appeal, as the~- lea ,·e so much room for stud~- and 
1·esrarch, controversy and be\\·ilderment . 

Tannn Tnva 

Tannu Tu\'a is, needless to say, a place about \\'hi ch most peop le know little 
or nothing. ]:.,ocated in northwest l\longolia, its history begins in 1920 with 
the White counten eYolution, led by Baron Yon Cngern-Sternberg. H e led two 
attacks ; one in 1921 on Chi ta, in Siberia ( \\'hich fa iled) and another in 1922, 
on Kizil , th e capital of Tamrn TuYa (which a lso fai led). By 1926, Tannu Tm-;1 
\\'aS an autonomous SoYi et Socialist Republic. Its first stamps " ·ere printed in 
Moscow on Russian paper, bearing star and diamond \\'atermarks. P ro ,·isionals 
\rel'c issued in 1927, along " ·ith the first pictorial issue, lithographed in Mosco''" 
1932 brought about a change in alphabet to the Cy rilli c alph abet, and sm ­
charges and owrprints entered the postal scene. The Scott catalog declared 
later issues speculati,·e, and r efused to r ecognize the pictorial issues appearing 
bet\\·een 193..J- and 1938. Sets of perforated and imperforated stamps exist, and 
coYers " ·hi ch 1l'ere passed through the mails. 

An airmail series \\·as published in 1934, appea1·ing a lso on co,·ers. Again , 
these co\'ers bear backstamping at Lucerne, Switzerland, and " ·er e accepted 
despite the absence of a Mosco\\' ca ncellation. The ail'mails ca n be found on 
num~- backstampe<l coYers. Not shown are stamps that appeared bet,,·een 1939 
:rnd 19±1, exhibiting num erous Yari ntions in numbering machine surcharges. 
In 1943, a local series of 25 kopeck stamps came forth , causing great controYers_,. 
today. Tannu Turn is a philatelic entity, and it remains that the Scott cata log 
does not gi \'e all the facts that pertain to the Yalidity of these coYers. The case 
can be argued against th e existence of Tamm Turn 's postal system, but the 
facts indicate that the sta mps were actually used. 

Indian States 

The Indian F eudatory State of Baha,rnlpur celebrated the lOOth annfrer­
sar y of the British alliance undel' the rul e of Sir Sadiq l\Iohammed Khan 
.Abbasi V b:- issuing a 1 anna stamp in 1933. CoYers bearing these stamps of 
the British .Alliance Centenan· \Yere mailed from Sad iq-Garh to Deh-Ra,rni . .A 
Yer~· strange puzzle poses itself: upposedly, no stamps for postal use were isused 
to this state until 1947. 

Th e cliscoYer~· of new tamps is perhaps the most satisfying reward of 
philatelic research . Charkhari i sued in 1922 and 1930 proYisional stamps that 
are unlisted in the major catalogs, ,vet were official ly issued according to state 
authorities, a fact recorded by R. F. Stoney. Th e Kishengarh 1 rupee stamp, 
in dark green1 was issued in 1904, made from a plate impression of 16 subj ects. 
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In 1903, Kishengarh printed 1/2 anna stamps in pink: 6 copies on a plate of 
8 copies. Two f ram ed blank spaces appear - why 1 A genuine postal can­
cellation appears on t he first sta mp of Na ndgaon, a co\·er issued in 1892, Mr. 
Hawrbeck O\\·ns both of the two that are known to exist. Poon ch is r epr esented 
b:1 a large block of lh ann a stamps autographed b:· Rajah Buldeo Singh on th e 
r cYerse. 

Idar is a small state, near Ahmedabad, in the Bombay Presid ency . These 
stamps were first seen in l\'Larch of 19.U, although state authorities confirmed 
th eir issuance in 1939. Th e:· were issued in booklets containin g eight sh eets of 
four stamps. The:· \\·ere printed b:1 l\I. N. Kothari ancl Co. , Bombay. The 
most noticea bl e featu l'e \\'aS that in position 1 of the sheet, Id i!r was spell ed as 
Jda r. Sometim e in 19.U, a second Yariety of this first sta mp appeared ca ta­
logued as \\'ith colored panels. The \\·hole design is composed of half-tone dots. 
'l'he error J dar had now been corrected. October 21, 19.f.f r eported th e second 
issue, printed b:1 P . G. 1\ leht il and Co. in Him atnaga r. Th er r \\'ere fou r de­
nominations and t here \\·ere at least t \\·o printings of all the Yalues except 
possibl y the 4 annas. The impression of the printi ng " ·as generall y heaYicr in 
appearan ce, and the background of the centra l orn l \\·as more blotchy. The 
following rn ri eties exist and \\·ere shm\·n, but it is doubtful some of them wer e 
e\·er issued for th e public posta l use: impcrfo1·a ted bet\\'een horizontally , 
imperforated between Ye1ticall:·, and \\·ith badly mi splaced perfor ations, som e­
tim es cutting th e sta mp in two. Strips containing three impressions of a stan­
dard block of fou r were exhibited . The l l)i, anna denominati on appearing in 
1945 has been condemned as clandestin e by Stanley flibbor.s Catalogue. Th er e 
\\'er e 3 printings of this denomination: a genuinely usrd co \·cr sho,rs th e postal 
use of th is denomination: How 1 'Why~ 

Persia 

'l' hese single copies in the fin est poss ible con di ti on constitute a gentlem an 's 
coll ection of 19th century P ersia. 

North Vietnam 

The stamps to be discussed were those issued b:· North Vietnam in the 
period bet\reen 1951 and 195.f. These \\'ere issued prior to the Geneva Con­
fere nce \l'hi ch diYicled Nor th and South Vietn am. Consequently, these stamps 
did duty not onh · in Tonkin but also in Anna m and Cochin China . Ho Chi 
Minh l ~d a Com.mun ist-inspi1·ed na tionalist re\'Olution against the French in 
Indochina. The first defini t iYc stamps appeal' in 194-8, rather crudel y printed 
on various natirn papers. Exa mpl es \\·er e exhibited in the fra mes. The issues 
became decid edl,v phil ate lic in 195.f. Officia l stamps " ·ith denominations ex­
pressed in kil os of ricP \\'e l'e a lso in use. One of th e most inter esting of the 
exhibits \\'as nn em ·elope <H ldl'rssed to H o Chi Minh inscribed " Respectfull.Y 
submitted to Unclr H o.'' This and se\·crn l ot her coYers shown had been 
smuggled through FrPnch lin es by courier. 

Morocco 

The display of the Morocco local posts was diYided into t\rn sections: the 
Cherifien Post and one dealing with the various courier systems established b:' 
the merchants of the larger town s. Previous to 1892, postal services to th e 
interior wer e perform ed on l,\· h,v t he S ultan's Cherifien Service and th e Private 
Loci! l Post run bv I. Brudo. 

In the earl y ~lays, special couriers were used to carry state messages, decr ees, 
official l etter s, etc. between the Sultan and his ministers. In the 1860 's an 
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organized service of native runners were used to conYey official dispatches be­
tween the French consul at Tangier and the French plenipotentiary at F ez. 

It is believed that in 1884, Sultan Mulay H assan authorized these runners 
or "rakkas " to carry a certain amount of private correspondence, that is the 
first instance of a national post office in Morocco. 

No stamps were in use at this time, letters were frequently lost or not 
delivered and the service was generally unreliable. This was probably the fault 
of the r akkas who very often did not reach their destination due to the hostility 
of the local tribesmen. Examples of these letters with their handstamps are 
shown. 

Due to this irregular and undependable mail service from the coast to the 
interior, private interests orO'anized various postal services. Between the years 
1891 and 1906, eighteen of th ese enterprises were organized OYer sixteen different 
routes. Some of them were sponsored by private individuals, some by firms 
that used the routes as a connecting link between their representatives in the 
various towns. 

Some routes were r ecognized by the French and the British, authorities and 
local stamps can be found with the cancellations of the foreign agencies. 

The local courier posts were established between many of the principal 
towns. Among those exhibited were: 

El Ksar to Ouezzan: a French service operating for just one month. The 
service disbanded due to the opposition of the Grand Shereef of Ouezzan. 

F ez to Meknes: a French service, working with the British Post Office 
where the stamps were also sold, existed from January of 1891 to May 
27, 1901. 

Fez to Sefro: a French service operated by A. Cohen was in existence 
from 1894 to 1901. 

Mazagan to Azemour to Marrakesh : established in 1897 by M. Messod 
Bensimhon , suspended in 1899. 

Mazagan to Marrakesh : the post of Isaac Brudo established January 1891, 
operating through 1899. Also between these towns there existed an 
An glo-Italian Consular Post. This post was established by the I talian 
Consul Signor Morteo in conjuction with M. Spinney, agent for the 
British Post Office. The post began operation in J anuary of 1897 and 
closed down on December 9, 1898. It was operated in competition 
with that of Brudo. The stamps were on sale at the British Post 
Office in Mazagan. 

Mogador to Agadir: this post had a very brief existence during 1900 and 
was organized by Spanish merchants. 

Mog'ador to Marrakesh: in 1892 a short-lived post was established by 
Meyer S. Maimaran. In June of 1895, W . Marks and Co. also estab­
lished a post between these towns. This post existed until 1899. 

Saffi to Marrakesh: a post created by I saac Brudo and under the charge 
of Joseph Andre. It was established in 1899 and lasted under a year. 

Tangier to Arzila: a Spanish post opened on December 1, 1895 and closed 
1898. It was organized by Aaron Cohen. 

Tangier to El Ksar: A Spanish post opened in August of 1898 and belieYed 
to have been closed in the summer of 1899. 

Tangier to F ez : this service, the second private post inaugurated in 
Morocco, was begun on July 1, 1892, the service run in cooperation 
with the French official posts. On J anuary 1, 1893, the service was 
taken over entirely by the French government but the stamps remained 
in use until April 1. 
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Tangier to Larache: a post was operated b,v J ames Nahon during 1898. 
Tangier to Tetuan: a post was opened in 1897 by Salvador Hassan , a 

Portuguese banker whose head office was in Tetuan with branches at 
'l'angier and El Ksar. The post had a Yer~' short life. 
Tctuan to Chechuan: a French service was opened on Dec. 1, 1896. This 

post lasted only about 3 months for lack of clients. 
Tctuan to El Ksar: A French service operated by Si All al Abdi. It was 

run for a short period in 1897. 
This display concludes the program. 

(J eann e lVL HaYerbcck ) 
March 21st 

April 4th 

April 18th 

May 2nd 

May 9th 

May 16th 

June 6th 

September 19th 

October 3rd 

October 17th 

November 7th 

November 21st 

December 5th 

Decembe'r 19th 

1973 PROGRAM OF MEETINGS 

Exhibit opens at 7:30 p. m. 

Meetings convene at 8:00 p. m. 

- THE GERMAN SUBMAR INE STORY- Bernard S. 
Hennig, Chicago, Ill. 

- POST AL HISTORY SOCTETY NIGHT- Dr. W. 
Reiner-Deutsch, ew York. 

- CLASSTC NEWFOUNDLAND- Col. Robert H. Pratt, 
Milwaukee, Wi sc. 

- ESSAY PROOF NIGHT-W. Kenneth Minuse, ew 
York. 

- ANNUAL AW ARDS DINNER. 

- THE MERRY WIDOW SPECIAL DELIVERY 
STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES (E7J- Robert 
L. Markovits, Middletown, . Y. 

- SALVADOR-Dr. orman S. Hubbard, Oyster Bay, 
N.Y. 

Summer Recess 

- JEWELS FROM THE SOUTH PACIFIC- John Gart­
ner, Melbourne, Australia. 

- HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS OF FRENCH PHILA­
TELY- John Levett, Woking, Surrey, England. 

- PHILATELIC JUDGING. 

- PHILATELY AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
BICENTENNIAL-John C. Chapin, Washington, D. C. 

- G.R.I.'s OF THE WORLD-Wolfgang Heinrich, Sau­
gerties, . Y. 

- PHILATELIC PHOTOGRAPHY-Ernest A. Kehr, 
Richmond Hill, N. Y. 

- BOARD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HOUSE- Robert 
P. Odenweller, Theo. Van Dam, Co-Chairmen. 
109 



THE CO LLECTORS C L UB P HILATELIST, \ ' OL. 52, :\" 0. 2 
The Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial 
Award For 1972 
Presented To Pl1ilip Silver 

At the December 1972 meeting of the Board of Go \·ernors, Philip Siher was 
un animously chosen as th e 1972 recipient of the Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial 
;.ma rd "for distinguished sen·ice to ph ilately. " 

l1'or i\Ir . Siker, this caps a phil ateli c career that began in 1939 shortly after 
th e birth of his son, DaYid. ·w orking in the Comptroll el' 's Office with Mr. Silver 
\\·as H arold Baer, then the La,\· Secretar~· to the Comptroller, presently a 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New Yol'k. Actin g upon the 
latte r's suggestion, 1Hr. Silrnr started a coll ect ion fo l' his ne\\'born offspring. 
Th e so n's in terest \ms min imal ; the father 's cont inuell unabated to this day. 

Early Philatelic Interests 

Starting \\·ith a collection of mint sheets, fi rst da~· con'rs and plate blocks 
of United States stamps, Mr. Sihe1· g1·ay itated to top ica l coll ecting. After 
Pres id r nt Franklin D. Roose;-elt's death in 19.J-5, man,\· ('OUntries issued stamps 
in his honor. So, a " Roose \·cltiana " co ll ect ion \\·as sta rtrd. Later , after a 
meeting \\'ith ot her top ica l coll ectors, he star ted a sports stamp coll ect ion. This 
('On trac t with carl.v topical coll ectors Jed him to join \rith ot hel's as a n ol'ga nizel' 
of th e fil'st topical stamp societ.v in this col.rntr." , Top ie;il Phil ate lists. H e se n ·ed 
as Sce 1·eta 1'.v and Trensurer nnd also as Busin ess and Ad\·erti sing Manager of 
" Th e Topica list,'' the first topical publication in th e Pnited States. His arti cles 
on " Roose\·eltiana " eYrntuall~· led to the publication of the American Topi cal 
Associations ' handbook on " RooseYeltiana," \\·hi ch he co-aut hored \rith the late 
J·an Bal't. 
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Interest In Air Mails 

A chance introduction to seYeral air mail collectors, started him in the field 
of air nrnil collrcting. H e joinrd Aero Philatelists in 1951, subsequently being 
elected to its Board of Directors. H e sened this organization as Secretary for 
threr years. Jn 1959, he was eleva ted to the Presidency and served in that 
capacit:· for three years as wrll. 

lVIr. Sih·er's attraetion to air mail stamps caused him to giYe up senral of 
his othrr intrrrsts in cluding his eoll ection of 19th and 20th ccntur:· United 
States :rnd C'onfrdernte State's of Arnrrica.. Finding that a collection of air 
mails of th e entirr " ·orld was hrvond his r each - eYen toda,- there arc fe\\· such 
collrctions - hr concrntrated in~trad on the air mail stamps. of the United States 
aml of th r small est South Amrrican country, Frugua:'. 'l'oda:-, he is r ecognized 
as a leading authority on th e air mail rates of the United States. 

The Collectors Club 

In 1952, hr joined th e Collrctors Club of New ) "ork. Sewral :·ears later, 
the late Henr.v l\'I. Goodkind, then cd ito1· of Th e Col lectors Club Philatelist, 
nskrd him to ' '\\-rite-up " one of the Club's meetings. H e complied and, for 
man:· : ·ea rs after, his reports on philatelic presentations at Club meetings \\·ere 
a standard feature of that world renowned publication. 

In J 961, :;\lr. Sil\·er \\·as elected to the Board of Gonrnors of the Collectors 
C'lnb. On e :·ear later , he " ·as elected Secreta1·:· of the Club and sen·ed in that 
office for three Years. ~ext came three ,-ea rs as Vice P1·rsidcnt. H e " ·as then 
r leeted to the P.residenc:· and sel'\·ed in that capacity for thrrc :·ears from 1968 
to 1970. In 1971, he \YaS elected a Trnstcc, a position he still holds. 

In 1972, at the urging of the go,·ernors, he agreed to sene as Treasurer, 
until a replacement could be found. In addition , he has se1·ycd as Chairman, 
Co-C'hairnia n, 01· member of alm ost eYery committee in th e Club. He was re­
sponsihlr for the formation of the Capital Fund in J 964 and has sened as its 
Co-C l111i1·nrnn " ·ith Mr. Boker, since that date. 

Other Philatelic Activities 

'li'. S ih·rr has sened philately in many other offices. In addition to his 
aetiYities in the Coll ector's Club, Aero Philatelists, and Topical Philatelists, he 
is pl'csentl:· a Vice President of the Am erican Air Mail Societ:' and the Presi­
dr nt of the Ul'uguay Col lectm·s Club. l\Ir. Sih-er is also an altrrnate member 
of th e Am erican Rernlution Bi-Centennial Commission, a Director of the 
Associntion for Stamp Exhibitions and a Vice President ol' the r ecent AN­
PHlLEX E xh ibition " ·hich celebrated the 75th .AnniYersal',\' of' thr Coll ectol's 
Club. 

Mr. Sih·er has cont1·ibutcd his talents to philately in other ways. H e is 
an accredited judge of th e American Philatelic Societ:-. H e sen·ecl as a Judge 
of the Juniol' Section during the 1956 FIPEX Exhibition in Nr w York a1Hl has 
judged a number of national and regional shO\rn in scYeral parts of th e country. 

H e is a member of: tlw Expr rt Committee of the Philateli c l•'oumlation . 
On that eommitter, he specialized in th e difficult area of sui·chal'gcs and oYet·­
pL'ints. 

l\11'. Sih·er has not ncglcctcd th r exhibiting side of philately. H e twice i·e­
cei ,·c<l A wards of Honor at Collectors Club Annual Competitions for Confederate 
States and l "nited States air mails. His collections have won grand awards in 
SOJEX and SEPAD. In international competition, he has recriYed many 
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major awards, including a small-gold at the 1966 SIPEX Exhibition in Wash­
ington, D. C. In international air mail competition, here and abroad, he has 
r eceiYed a number of gold medals plus special awards for research . 

In addition to his membership in the Collectors Club, Mr. Silver is a fellow 
of The Royal Philatelic Society, London, and a member of the American Phila­
telic Society, Society of Philatelic Americans, American Air Mail Society, J ack 
Knight Coll ectors F ederation, Metropolitan Air Mail Cover Club, Urugu ay 
Collectors Club, Essay Proof Society, etc. 

Writing Activities 

Although Philip Silver has served philately well in many executi ve and 
administrat ive capacities, his first love is writin g. Over the past 20 years, more 
than one hundred of his articles have been published in the Coll ectors' Club 
Philatelist, "STAMPS,'' Linn 's Weekly Stamp News, Western Stamp Collector, 
'' First Days,'' ''Covers'' magazine, and, last but not least, in the AERO 
Philatelist Annals. H e was Assistant Editor of the Aero Philatelist Annals 
from 1959 until its demise in 1971. After the merger of Aero Philatelists and 
the American Air lVIail Society is legally consummated, he will be the editor of 
the publication to be issued by the merged organization. 

In addition, lVIr. Silver has served on the editorial committee of the Col­
lectors Club Phil atelist since 1962. H e is a section editor of the American Air 
lVIail Catalog and a contributor to the Sanabria Air Post Catalog. 

Previous R ecognition 

Mr. Silver 's efforts on behalf of philately have been recognized on several 
previous occasions. H e received the RICHARD S. BOHN Memorial Award for 
distinguished services to Aerophilately and the lVIetropolitan Air Mail Cover 
Club Award for outsanding serives to Aerophilatcly. Last year , at the annual 
awards dinner, he was honored with the Collectors Club medal for distinguished 
service. 

Also, because of his philatelic activities, he presently has two biographical 
listings - Who 's Who in the East and the Dictionary of International Biog­
raphy published in London, England. 

Schooling 

lVIr. Silver was born in Brooklyn, New York on July 18, 1910. H e holds a 
Bachelor's degree from the City College of New York where he majored in 
Spanish. In his undergraduate days, he was elected to Sigma Delta Pi, the 
national honor society in Spanish. H e also completed graduate studies in that 
field at Columbia University and the National University of Mexico. 

Subsequently, he enrolled in th e Baruch School of Business and Public 
Adminstration of the City College with a major in Accountancy. Whil e com­
pleting all of the r equirements for the master's degree in business adminstration, 
he was elected to membership in Beta Alpha P si, the national honor and profes­
sional fraternity in accounting. H e is a registered public accountant of the 
State of New York and a member of the American Accounting Association. 

Also, in his undergraduate days, lVIr. Silver took courses in the City Coll ege 
School of Engineering and qualified upon examination as a Junior Assistant 
Civil Engineer. 
112 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 52, NO. 2 
Outside of Philately 

Philip Silver has spent almost 46 years in government service. For 19 
years of th at service, he was th·e Chief Accountant responsible for all claims 
fil ed against the City of New York. Almost a year ago, Mr. Abraham D. Beame, 
Comptroller of the City of New York, appointed Mr. Silver Chief of the Bureau 
of Law and Adjustment, where he administers a staff of almost 200 employees. 
In that position, with major legal responsibilities, he is the first person to serve 
::is Bureau Chirf who is not an attorney. 

Conclusion 

Philip Silver becomes the 22nd honored recipient of the Alfred F. Lichten­
stein Memorial A ward, joining a fellowship of some of the most distinguished 
philatelists in the world. H e started a collection for his son , ended up owning 
one of the foremost collections of United States air mail stamp ever assembled 
and contributed his ser vices to philately in the process. 
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H. D. S. Haverbeck 

Norman S. Hubbard 

Albert H . Higgins . 

Class of 1973 

H erbert J. Bloch 
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113 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 52, NO. 2 
The COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 

Seventy-Seventh Annual Meeting held January 10th, 1973 for Year 1972 

The meeting called to order at 8 :15 p. m. 
The President read the notice of meeting dated January 2nd, 1973. The 

Secretary advised that a quorum was present. 
It was moved, seconded and carried to dispense with the reading of the 

Minutes of the last annual meeting and to approve the full report as published 
in the Collectors Club Philatelist in March and May, 1972. 

The attached reports were read by the Chairmen of the various Committees 
and Officers of the Club and on motion duly made, seconded and carried, ac­
cepted with thanks. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that the actions and decisions of the 
Officers and Governors during the year ending December 31, 1972 be approved. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was presented. In accordance 
with the Constitution and By-Laws this report has been posted on the Bulletin 
Board for thirty days. The Secretary advised that no additional nominations 
had been received. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that the Secretary cast one ballot for 
the slate presented by the Nominating Committee. The following Governors 
were elected to the Class of 1975 : 

Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 
Norman S. Hubbard 
William H. Miller, Jr. 
Robert P. Odenweller 
John D. Dowd 
Lawrence L. Shenfield 

Replacements in the Class of 1973: 
Louis Grunin 
Bernard D. Harmer 
Ernest C. Wilkens 

Replacement in the Class of 197 4: 
Robert A. Siegel 

The President welcomed the new members to the Board of Governors and 
expressed his appreciation to the retiring Governors. 

Mrs. Sophie Buser, Co-Founder and Chairlady of the Women's Philatelic 
Society, presented the attached resolution advising that the Women's Philatelic 
Society has disbanded after nearly forty years and presenting the Collectors 
Club with its financial assets and physical assets. Mrs. Buser presented the 
President with a check in the amount of $3,478.95. The President expressed 
the thanks and appreciation of the Club to the Women's Philatelic Society for 
its thoughtfulness in giving its assets to the Club. 

Meeting recessed while Governors retired to elect officers for 1973. 
Meeting reconvened and announcement was made of the election of the 

following officers for the year 1973: 
F. Burton Sellers, President 
H. D. S. Haverbeck, Vice-President 
Norman S. Hubbard, Secretary 
Albert H . Higgins, Treasurer 
H. D. S. Haverbeck, Trustee 

Meeting adjourned at 9 :30 p. m. 
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Secretary's Report 

The Secretary's report includes two major elements, the Necrology and 
data on the membership. 

It is my unpleasant responsibility to report the loss through death of 21 
valued members during 1972. After reading of their names I request that all 
present rise for a moment of silence in memory of those who are no longer with 
us. 

Necrology 
Resident 

Edith M. Faulstich 
Peter G. Keller 
Ludwig P. Raubenheimer 

N on-R esiderr t 
Saul Aronson 
William C. Bole 
Hans Borchers 
Lester C. Brookman 
Edwin M. Erickson 
John J. Gelbach 
Donald K. Grieve 
Dr. Rene Hamer 
Frank R. Hutchison 
Charles F. Orgel 
Walter J. Quelch 
William H. Russell 
Raymond V. Seaman 
John B. Sherman III 
Fred W. Speers 
Edward J. Sullivan 
Hal G. Trump 
J . Irving Wolf 

During 1972, the total membership of the Club increased from 1177 to 1205. 
95 new members were admitted and 5 members were reinstated. These addi­
tions more than offset the 81 members lost by death, resignation, or non payment 
of dues. 

'l'he distribution of tlH' 1205 rncmebrs of December 31, 1972 was the follow-
ing: 

Resident members 2 6 
Non-Resident members 765 
Overseas 145 

1196 
Hon. & Life 9 

1205 

The 286 resident members are the most we have had in many years. V-le 
are only 14 short of the goal of 300 resident members and, hopefully, a deter­
mined effort will permit us to teach that objective. 

F inally, I am able to report that the minutes of the meetings of the Board 
of Governors are in order and up-to-date, all correspondence has been attended 
to, and there is no unfinished business of consequence in the Secretary's folder. 
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In closing I would like to express my thanks to Mrs. Anne W . Pritchett for 
her valuable assistance and cooperation. nless one is involved in the operation 
of the Club, it is almost impossible to realize the extent of the activities and 
responsibilities which she undertakes routinely with little fanfare or r ecognition . 
We are extremely fortunate to have her devoted services and owe her a large 
debt of gratitude. She is as close to being indispensible as anyone I can imagine. 

Report of the Treasurer 

Respectfully submitted, 
Norman S. Hubbard 

The opening sentence of several of the past r eports prepar ed by th e Treas­
urer for the annual meeting was as follows: 

" The Collectors Club operated on a cash budget durina the year-- " 
I consider this a euphemism of the first order. Of course the budget was paid 
for in cash. As of this moment, I know of no philatelic organization which pays 
its bills with scrip. Thus, to the unititiated, the assumption might be that the 
Club had all th e cash it needed to operate. Nothing could be further from the 
trues. Actually, for the past two years, at least, the income generated by dues, 
sales of publication , etc. , has not been sufficient to pay for all the operating ex­
penses of the Club. 

These expenses have been increasing for quite some time. As an example, 
the net deficit for printing the Collectors Club Philatelist in 1971 was $5,605.55. 
Although final figures have not been tabulated a yet, this deficit will probably 
increase by more than $2,000.00 for 1972. Printing costs like others in our 
economy have been on an inflationary spiral. 

Most of the Club's other expenses ha Ye increa eel onr the past sHeral years 
while the income has been r elatively stable. As a r esult, the net deficit for 1972 
will be somewhere in the neighborhood of $15,000.00 

Most of this deficit has been eliminated in recent years by transferring the 
income generated by the Capital Fund to the General Fund account. 

At this point, it might be proper to incorporate a few words about the 
Capital Fund. The assets are in excess of $170,000.00 and the income derived 
from the fund is between $12,000.00 and $13,000.00 a year. The income from 
the Capital Fund also paid for the major part of the improvements completed 
duirng our 75th Anniversary year. Plans are currently being made by Mr. 
Boker and myself, as co-chairmen, to augment the principal in the near future 
so that it will approximate the original goal of $250,000.00. -In that event, the 
annual deficits will not frighten the wits out of the officers and governors. 

A drtailed audited statement will soon be prepared by our auditors. A 
crrtified r epo1·t will then be published in a forthcoming issue of The Coll ectors 
Club Philatelist. 

Report of the House Committee 

Respectfull y submitted, 
Philip Silver , Treasuret· 

After the refurbishing of the club house during the previou year, 1972 has 
been a fairly quiet one for the House Committee. Among the many chores dis­
posed of in this period were the installation of a telephone in the elevator to 
meet insurance demands, the painting of the cellar steps and the addition of new 
illumination to light them. Several chairs in the lounge have been repaired, 
new signs ha Ye been placed on the men 's and ladies washrooms, a new clock has 
been purchased for the meeting room, pictures are being hung and repositioned. 
Rugs have been cleaned and all the usual problems that occur in a building of 
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this kind have been taken care of- oil burner repair and adjustment, touch-up 
painting, etc. etc. 

Bids are being entertained for the complete air conditioning of the meeting 
room and other portions of the house with the hopes that such an improvement 
can be made within our budgetary allotment. 

All in rtll, the club resains in good shape considering its age and stands as 
a splendid example of the architectural genius of Stanford White. 

Report of the Library Committee 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ira Zweifach 

During 1972 the Library gained approximately 500 shelf-feet of much 
needed space through the installation of a modern sliding-stack storage system 
in the basement. Although the books and periodicals stored there are enclosed 
in a compact area, they remain accessible with relative ease. 

We would like to take this occasion to thank the many Club members, 
societies and publishers who donated philatelic publications to the Library dur­
ing the year. One especially notable gift must be mentioned, that of the W arren 
G. Kauder collection of Chinese and Japanese philatelic literature. Dr. Kauder 's 
library contains over 150 titles, including many runs of scarce periodicals and 
a number of valuable secondary sources of information concerning this popular 
philatelic specialty. 

The members of the Library Committee join with the Library 's many users 
in offering our appreciation to the Librarian of the Collectors Club, Mrs. 
Josephine Eldridge, whose helpfulness and kindnes~ make the Library such a 
pleasant place in which to pursue our hobby. 

Report of the Publications Committee 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ernest C. Wilkens 

This report will combine the report of the Editor of the Collectors Club 
Philatelist with that of the Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund. 

The usual six issues of the Philatelist appeared during the year 1972, more 
or less on time. The advertising held steady, aided by increased space being 
taken by some our regular advertisers and the addition of some new ones. 

The magazine has been improved by the addition of some new writers on a 
regular basis. The editorial bias this past year has been more in the direction 
of Postal History than in past years. W e have material in preparation that 
" ·ill restore the editorial balance which we would like to have. 

As the editor has received no critical comment from the membership direct­
ly, he assumes that the offerings have met with the approval of the members. 

Th e Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Committee has published 
one book during the year, ''A Postal History of Spain '' by Th eo. van Dam. 
The rising costs of printing forced us to make this a paper bound book and to 
price it at $12.00. 

The Committe has two additional books in the works, which, hopefully, will 
be published during the coming year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. D.S. Haverbeck, 
Chairman and Editor 
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Report of the A wards Committee 

Collectors Club Philatelist Medal : The Committee likes to point out that 
for this medal only those articles are eligible which appear in their entirety dur­
ing the year or which end during the year for which it is given. nfinished 
articles on the other hand remain eligible for the year in which they are con­
cluded. 

Once again the Collectors Club Philatelist contained many fine and interest­
ing articles. The Committee selected as the winner of the 1972 Collectors Club 
Phil atelic Medal 

Calvet M. H ahn 
fol' The U.S. EXPRESS MA IL 

'l'he Steamer Oregan If andstamps, 
a very interesting treatise on U. S. Postal History, which appeared in 2 install­
ments. 

Honorary mention is awarded to 
R obert L. Markovits 

for UNITED S T ATES 
The 10c Regisfry Starnp of 1911 

which appeared in 3 installments in 1971 and 1972. 
The Medal for the B est Prograrn of 1972: 

The Program Committee provided the Club with many unusually fine show­
ings with no less than 6 of the speakers coming from abroad . The Committee 
awarded the Medal of "Speaker of the Year" to 

Sir H enry J . Tucker of B errnuda 
for his showing of BERMUDA, a wonderful evening of outstanding material 
presented in an extremely fine way, coupled with great knowledge and original 
research. 

Hon orary Mentions go to 
J ose Gonzalez Garcia, Lisbon , Portugal for PORTUGAL AND PORTUGUESE 
COLONIES. 
Giorgio B izzarri, Rome, Italy for ROMAN S TATES, First Issue arid Bisects. 
W ilber H . Schilling, Minn eapolis, Minnesota for UN ITED S T ATES. 

The Com mittee also wants to mention the outstandi ng eYening pro\·i<led b,v 
Ml's. Edith Faulstich, since departed, when she lectured on her fa,·orite subject 
POSTAL HISTORY, running the whole gamut fro m 2600 BC to the Mod ern 
Era. 

All the above awards were made unimously by the 2 Subcommittees. 

Study Group Activities at the Collectors Club 

Respectfully submitted, 
H erbert J . Bloch, Chai1·man 

Jn its dedicated effort to assist and encourage serious phi late I ic acti \·itics 
among groups which are financially unable to maintain their own meeting 
fac ilil t ies, The Coll ectors Club has continued to make its buil d ing arnilable to 
them without charging rental fees. Durin g the 15 months ending Dec. 31, 1972, 
logs which we introduced to keep a permanent record of this actiYity indicate 
that no fewer than 21 different Study Groups used the club for 59 meetin gs at 
wh ich 2,377 members of these societies came to our home. 

The Collectors Club also made its facilit ie avail able to the Philatelic Foun­
dation for the conduct of its annual vVork Shop course to train teachers and 
other youth leaders as an educational instrument for their youngsters. 
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Because of the ever increasing unwillingness of the citizenry to expose 
themsedves to crime on ew York City streets, three study groups decided to 
disband and di continue meetings at the Club. 

Report of the President for the Year 1972 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ernest A. Kehr, Chairman 
Study Group Committee 

A year ago when I rendered a report on my first year of stewardship as 
President of the Collectors Club, it was to report a most exciting year of activity 
which culminated in the Anphilex exhibition and its attendant philatelic and 
social affairs. While the year of 1972 just concluded was not as exciting, it 
was a challenging one, and one that left us, as we headed in to 1973, with several 
of the same major problem that were described in my report for the year 1971. 

The major problem as recognized by all of you from the Treasurer's report, 
I am sure, as one of finances. The expense of operating the club and clubhouse 
continues to substantially exceed income from dues and miscellaneous sources. 
It is only the revenue derived from the Capital Fund investments which permits 
us to continue this deficit type of operation. However this diversion of invest­
ment income to meet operating expenses is hindering us in our goal of increasing 
the Capital Fund to $250,000 by adding earnings to principal. The earnings 
are now just sufficient to cover our operating deficit. 

It is obvious that club finances require a thorough review promptly. Ap­
pointment of a special ad hoc committee to consider these monetary problems is 
an early order of Board business. Among the solutions to be considered are 
increased dues, significant augmentation of the Capital Fund, reduction of ex­
penses, curtailment of services, increasing income from sources other than dues, 
and the like. Blessed with many sound businessheads on the Board I am con­
fident that we will proceed rapidly to acceptable, permanent solutions. 

Not all our news is quite so grim however. Both the Internal Revenue 
enice and New York State authorities have reaffirmed our tax exempt status 

as an educational organization. Thus we shall continue to be able to accept 
contributions with the assurance that the donors are entitled to both F ederal 
and State Income Tax deductions. This should help us in meeting our afore­
mentioned financial problems. 

In keeping with our charter as an educational organization, the Board has 
been seeking to extend the educational and community service aspects of its 
existing programs. The international character of our meetings, membership 
and services are being emphasized in press releases. Availability of the library 
to the public is being stressed, and we are collaborating with the G. K. Hall 
Company in the preparation of a catalog of the contents of our library which 
will be available to other libraries and educational institutions. The Community 
Services Committee will be enlarged and is seeking additional opportunities t~ 
use philately as an educational and therapeutic tool in schools and hospitals. 
W e continue to make clubhouse facilities available for an extensive and active 
Study Group program, and for use by the Philatelic Foundation in presenting 
its excellent course on philately. The Library itself has continued to grow and 
has now largely completed its move of some material to the fourth floor room 
and the new "rolling shehes" storage area in the basement. During the year 
we also welcomed the addition to our library of the late Dr. ·w arren G. Kauder 
collection of philatelic literature on China. 
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As you have already heard from the House Committee a<lclitions and repairs 
to the club's physical plant were minimal this year in light of the extensive 
renovations und ertaken in 1971, our 75th Anniversary Year. A new clock, a 
telephone in the elevator for safety purposes, and some chair repairs were the 
most significant items. More suitable air conditioning of the meeting room, 
and possibly other areas of the club, is still under consideration, but our financial 
situation prevents considering any extensive installation. 

Other activities of the club followed the usual pattern. Some very fine 
programs were offered in a season of programs that featured an exceptionally 
large number of overseas speaker s. The annual member competition attracted 
the smallest number of entries in many years, although the usual outstanding 
material was shown. In view of the decling interest in this program, it has not 
been included in the 1973 roster, but may be restored in future years . The 
program for 1973 seems to be a well-balanced series with ''someth in g for every­
one'' and some outstanding speakers scheduled. 

The Annual Awards Dinner this year returned to the Tavern-On-The-Green 
" ·here the Lichtenstein Award was presented to Dr. Soichi Ichida, the noted 
philatelic student of J apan. It was also my privilege on this occasion to present 
the President 's Medal to my immediate predecessor , Mr. Philip Silver, for long 
and Yaluable service to the club. With his recent elect ion as Trustee and also 
Treasurer, he is one of the few, if not the only, club mern ber to have held eYer:v 
elective office in the club. P art icipation in the In terpex and ASDA shows was 
continued and the usual Open House of the Board of Governors brought a 
climax to the club activities in 1972. 

A rather unusual " manpower turnover" was experienced on the Board 
during 1972. Acceptance of an overseas position led to the mid-year resignation 
of the Vice President, Alex Rendon , and increased personal and business r e­
sponsibilities prompted Richard S. Wilson, Secretary, and Howard B. Lee, 
former Treasurer, to submit resignations at about the same time. The Board 
missed these experienced officers and members, but was fortunate to find promis­
ing interim replacements in Messrs. Louis Grunin , Ernest C. Wilkens and Robert 
A. Siegel. These same gentlemen are now nominated as candidates for the 
unexpired portions of their predecessors terms. At year end Mr. Theo Van 
Dam tendered his resignation because of business reasons, and Mr. Stanley Rice 
requ ested that he not be renominated after 16 years of cont inuous Board service 
because of his extended absences from the area at his winter home in Florida. 
The nominating committee, as you will hear, has proposed Mr. Bernard D. 
H armer , a former Board member, to fill the un expired portion of Mr. Van 
Dam 's term, and Mr. John D. Dowd to succeed Mr. Rice. The other 5 in­
cumbent Board members have been nominated to succeed th emselves, thus making 
a slate of 10 nominees whom you will shortly consider for election . 

To replace Mr. Wilson as Secretary, the Board chose Dr. Norman S. Hub­
bard, and as Mr. Rendon 's replacement as Vice President, Mr. H . D. S. }fayer­
beck, a former Club President and current Trustee accepted the responsibilit:» 
We trust that our efforts have met with your approval. 

To the resigned and retiring Board members I wish to exp1·ess the sincere 
appreciation of the Board and membership for their service to the club. I 
particularly wish to express gratitude to Mr. Stanley Rice for hi s lon g Board 
service and g·enerous patronage. His counsel will be missed in Board circles, 
but we all wish him well as he enjoys increased relaxation away from the r igors 
of metropolitan life. 
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So as we head into our 77th year, I belieYe we can look back on 1972 as 
another good .rear among the many that your club has enjoyed. Our member­
ship in all categories showed small increases, which is a good symbol of progress. 
While the problems that face us in the coming year are formidable, so are our 
past accomplishments. I have no doubt that with the continued support of our 
membership, we will meet all the challenges ahead and discharge the club's 
responsibilities to its membership and to the community. 

'l'he Collectors Club, New Yol'k, . Y. 

lVIr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Respectfully submitted. 
F. Burton Sellers 
President 

.January 1973 

On September 28, 1972 the Womens Philatelic Society of New York held 
the last meeting at the Statler Hilton Hotel to disband our society after nearly 
forty successful years. The attendance had dropped off to a low minimum in 
spite of inter esting programs offered. It seemed our society had outlived its 
purpose as a \\'Omen's stamp club since today most stamp clubs \\'elcome ladies 
into membership. 

At this meeting following a majority vote it was resolYed that the Collectors 
Club should become beneficiary of our fin ancial assets proYided said Club \\'ould 
also accept our physical assets " ·hich would be reduced in size to a minimum bulk. 

Here are the reasons for our choice: 
1. Whereas lVIr. Harry L. Lindquist, the original sponsor of our society and a· 

distinguished member of the Coll ectors Club had used his influence to secure 
for our founding meeting its spacious auditorium then located at 30 East 
42nd Street. 

2. Whereas the Collectors Club made arnilable to us their club room for all our 
regular meetings without charge until the Collectors Club moved to its own 
building at the present address. 

3. ·wh ereas the Collectors Club invited us to use its auditorium and the twenty 
large frames which adorn its \\'alls for our annual exhibitions. 

4. Whereas the Officers and other distinguished members of the Collectors Club 
g-aw us their \\'holehearted support with knowledgeable advice in philately 
to foster our interests. 

5. ·whereas many members of the Collectors Club served us as judges for our 
exhibitions or enhanced our programs as interesting guest speakers. 

ln deep gratitude for the kindness extended to us by the Collectors Club 
we are now presenting you with this check of $3,478.95 and our physical assets. 

Whil e " ·e r egret deeply the demise of our society where we shared the joys 
of our beloYCd hobby we ar e nevertheless proud of our achieYement through 
these ~·ears in fostering the interest in philately amongst \\'Omen. As you may 
kno\\' some our members obtained highest awards in competitiYe exhibitions. 

Jn behalf of my committee I extend to you best \\'ishes for continued success 
in maintaining philately on its high est lewl as it has done for more than seventy­
five years . 

Respectfully yours, 
Sophie Buser 
Co-Founder and Chairlady 
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MAURITIUS 
Covers, pre-adhesive letters, 

Postal stationery, Specimen stamps, 

Die Proofs 
and material for the Specialist. 

------------------------------: 
Similar material available of all Countries 

- Write today to the Postal History people 

Directors : C. ANGUS PARKER and W. R. HART 

265 STRAND, LONDON, WC2R IAJ, ENGLAND 
CLOSE TO ST. CLEMENT DANES CHURCH - NEAREST UNDERGROUND: TEMPLE 
1973 - Our 55th Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each Year Our Public Auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention : 
Appl'8isal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instructions 
after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our buyer 
can visit you to inspect larger properties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533 - 0790 

"Rated f irst in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate 
cash payment, more than $50,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited. 

Fair treatment is always iusured 
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x x x x x x x-x-x x-x-x=x-x-x~~ 

~I] SWEDEN, NORWAY, DENMARK, ii~ 
[Ii FINLAND, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND, [1i\ 

:·: CANADA & :·: 
r,= CLASSIC SOUTH AMERICA ~.~ 
11 1 .. 
:-: At the moment we hold extensive stocks of these countries - mostly ~~ 
~~ early issues , except Switzerland where we dea l in a ll periods, and we •'• 
'•' would welcome your enquiries. ~~ 
lljj For the convenience of our numerous customers in the U.S. A. these X 
~.. can be addressed to our representative in your country :- U 
n1' Mr. John F. D. Baresh, :1·1: 
A P. 0 . Box 383 .... ni BurSlington, Mass. 01803 , :-: 

110 U . . A. ~~ 
'•' ~1ho would a lso be pleased to send you our latest price list of Switzerland. 
~ x 
x ~ 
1m LEO BARESCH iili 

:·: Mansfield House, 376-9 Strand, London WC2R OLA, England :•: 
11!1 (All invoiced in Do llars , payable to our account in New York.) 1111 

~~x~x x x-x=x x x x=x=x _ x x _ x~ 
··•··•···-···•··•···-···•··· .. ····-· .. ·-·-····--··•··•··•··· ............................................................................................................... . 

,, 

FOR THE SPECIALIST 
Covers, statio nery, rare cancellatio ns, proofs , specimens , varieties , etc. - our 

sto ck cover the world and selection s will gladly be sent on approval. References, 

please , from clients unknown to us. 

When in Londo n, you are invited to visit our showroom and offices, end clients 

are asked t o make themselves known to our representetives who regularly attend 
the A.S.D.A. and lnterpex exhibitions in New York. 

For the convenien ce of United States collectors we ha ve eccounts in their 
cou ntry an d payments may, therefore, be made by personal cheque in dollars. 

ERIC ETKIN LIMITED 
I nternation~I Phil atelic Dealers 

t 45 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON WIY 9HB, ENGLAND 

f · Telephone: 01 -499 1781/2 t 

1. ................. --... --·---·-·-·-----·----... ·-... --·-····--·-·~-~-···-~---·-···· -J 
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AUCTIONS in LONDON 

MAY 
I Briti sh West ln<li es 
2 British As ia 
4 General Sale (Bournemouth ) 

15 Briti sh Empire 
16 Great Britain 

JUNE 
12 A u stralasia including States, Common­

wealth rarities, British Solomon I slands 
a nd Papua. 

Illustrated Catalogs by Airmail S3 . 
I.SO onl y for the Bournemouth sale ) 

Our sales provide the ideal medium for 
add in g to your coll ection or di sposing of 
sin gle r arit ie , sets, co llections or wholesa le 
lots. 

R e gular monthly sales are h eld in Bourne­
mouth, and specialised Postal History, Scan­
dinavia and Over seas ("Foreign") auctio ns 
are al so a fea ture of our service. 
Catalog subscr iption rates and detail s of our 
se rvi ces gladl y sent on request. 

Busy Buyers Service 
If your collecting inte rests are limited to 
not more than three countries, our Busy 
Bu yers Service would advi se yo u o f lots 
corning up for au ction in forth comin g sales 
of "your" countries, thu s savin g yo u the 

The 

., 
"' 
-"' 
c.. 

exp ense o f subscribing to unwa nted ca ta· 
lo gues and the time o f studyin g lo ts that 
do not inte res t yo u. Subscription form and 
de tails from- Busy Buyers Serv ice, Robson 
Lowe Ltd., G ranvill e Chambers, Ri chmond 
Hill ,Bournemouth BHI IDQ . 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, 

LONDON, SWI y SJZ 
ENGLAND 

Cables : "Stamps, London, SWl" 

Telex 915 410 
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BRITISH WEST INDIES 
BERMUD A. 
1. 1874. 3d./1 s. green. Attractive un­

used o.g. example of this rare pro­
visional S.G. 13. B.P.A. certifi cate 

$216.00 
2. 1874. 3d. / 1 s. green. Fin e unused, 

part o. g. exam ple of this e lusive 
provi s ional. S.G. 14 . B.P.A. certi-
ficate ............ $204.00 

CAYMAN ISLANDS 
3. 1n08 2'hd ./4d. brown and blue. Fine 

mint single of this rare pro,·i­
s ional. S.G. 24. B.P.A. certificate. 

$480.00 

JAMAICA 
4. 1842. Large part of Jetter written 

from Dry Harbour on the 2nd Jan­
uary-large type c.d .s. on reverse. 
The lette r was re-directed on its 
a rrival at London, where a 2cl. 
blue (plate IJ) was affixed. A most 
unusual item $192.00 

5. 1870-83. ls. duJJ brown. Attractive 
mint corner block of four-one with 
th e scarce '$' variety. S.G. 13, 13a. 

$21 6.00 
6. 1910. ls. black/ green. Fine mint ex­

ample sh owing the variety '$' for 
'S'. Scarce. S.G. 54a . $216.00 

TOBAGO 
7. 1879 (April 4) . Ra re Die Proof in 

black on glazed card showing the 
finish ed design minus the value 
tab le t-whi ch has been left blank 
Dated April 4 1879 ... ......... $216.00 

8. 1879. Undated Die Proof of the fin­
ished des ign in black on glazed 
card-the value tablet is blank. 

$192.00 
9. 1880. ls. ye llow ochre. Very fine 

used BLOCK of TWELVE lightly 
struck with c.d.s. of Tobago dated 
April 28 1894. Rare multiple. S.G. 
12 .. . ....... ·····-··- .... $192.00 

TURK JS LANDS 
10. 1881. 2'h on l s. Setting 5. Fine 

mint block of four with full orig­
ina l gum. Rare in multipl es. S.G. 
n ~u~ 

The above is but a s mall portion of 
th e extensive stock of c lass ical and 
rare items of the world. Further de­
tail s of ou r One Country List ings a re 
available on request. 

W. E. LEA 
( Phllatellata) Ltd. 

I The Adelphi 

John Adam Street 
Strand, London W. C. 2 

England 
Cables : Leastamps 
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FOR SALE 

i9y AUCTION I 
JUNE 

a fine collection of 

CANADA & PROVINCES 

the property of a distinguished 

B. N. A. collector 

OCTOBER 3 I st 

& NOVEMBER I st 

selected B. N. A. rarities 

the property of 

a discriminating collector 

Subscription to all 

1973 Catalogues 

and Prices Realized $5 

I 
~ 
~ 

i a 

g 
= § 

I 
~ 

i 
B 
= = ; 
= 

I I_ 
~ 

IJ. N. SISSONS LTD.I 
§ ~ 
= SUITE 27, OFFICE MEZZANINE = i KING EDWARD HOTEL ~ 
~ 37 KING STREET EAST ~ 
§ 5 
g TORONTO MSC I E9, CANADA 5 
§ 5 
~ Cables: Sistamp, Toronto ~ 
Q 5 
= Phone 416-364-6003 5 

i s 
i llClllllllllllllClllllllllllllUllllllllllllOllllllllllll[lllllllllllllUllllllllllllC•) 
125 YEARS OF PHILATEUC 
KNOWLEDGE AT YOUR 

FINGERTIPS 
The SECOND. EDITION OF THE 

PRICED GUIDE TO PHILATELIC 
LITERATURE brings you: 

50,000 listings of philatelic books, 
articles, catalogs, handbooks, auction 
catalogs, tear sheets, and periodicals 
on thousands of subjects covered by 
the world-wide philatelic literature of 
the past 125 years. Each listing Is pric­
ed and available from HJMR Co. 

Over 500 pages, 5')4 " x 8'14" typeset 
by computer, fully indexed for fast 
and thorough reference. Paper Bound 
Edition $5.00, special Deluxe Hard 
Bound Limited Edition, $7.50, postpaid 
in U . S. Credit coupons enclosed with 
each book ; each of the 5 coupons Is 
good for a $1.00 c redit on a $3.00 pur­
chase of any of the literature listed In 
the Guide. 
HJMR CO., P . 0 . Box 308 , Dept. CC 

No r th M iam i , Fla. 33161 

1------------------------To: HJMR CO. 
P . 0. Box 308, D ept. CC 
No. Miami, Fla. 33161 

Please send me ________ ............ copy(s) of 
the PRICED GUIDE TO PHILATE­
LIC LITERATURE at $5.00 ($7 .50) per 
copy. I enclose $ .... ________ .... ____ in payment. 
Ship to : 

Name ----· ·· ------------------------.... -----------··· ------·---
Address ............................. ____________ ........... _____ .. 
City .... ____________ .... ___________ ........................... __ _ 
State ................................ __ Zip ____ .. .. ________ .. . 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ONE BOSTON PLACE - Room 1220 

BOSTON, MASS. 02108 
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At Your Service 
For All 

·Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STIJDY 

For EXmBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

2 x 2 Color Slide5 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(P hotographer for the 

Collector& Club Philateliat. ) 

1 IMontgornery Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
new t:"'/lanJ Stamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8; Massachusetts 
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514th AU CTION SALE 

MAY 11 - 12, 1973 

Wonderful early U. S. singles and 
blocks + plates, including many rari­
ties. A wonderful sale. 

Suitable material solicited for future 
sales for outright purchase or auc­
tion . 

Interest- free advances arranged . 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc. 
Est. 1885 

40 Court Street 
Boston, Mass. 02108 
CEYLON 

2/ -. Scott #13. 

A superb used copy of this scarce 
stamp has recently been found in a 
collection which had not been touch­
ed for 70 years. It is of good colour 
with light cancellation and has large 
margins all round. This Exhibition 
item has a 1972 R .P .S.L. certificate. 

Price - $370 • 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborough Croft, St Cross 

Winchester 

England 
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If you are searching for a truly choice 

d as.sic cover, your prime source is: 

MIDWAY 

STAMPS 

LTD. 

BOX 337 
MOHEGAN LAKE, 

N. Y. 10547 

£ 
POSTAL 
COVERS 
MAIL BID SALES 

:"Covers of the World" 
Small lots ~ 

M~derate Prices -
C~talog ue upon request 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
a1 long aa you enjoy collecting and 
H long aa you have fun with your 
1tamp1. But when you get tired of a 
collection because it baa reached it• 
goal, when you want to start in another 
philatelic field, do not hesitate to di• 
pose of the "finished" collection. In 
thi1 way you will obtain additional 
funds for purchases in your new field. 
When you decide to sell, talk with a 
dealer whom you have trusted with 
your purchases. He is the right man to 
1ell for you the items he baa once 1old 
to you. We are always happy when we 
can give advice and help of this kind. 
Contact u1 when the time i1 ripe and 
we will do our beet to arrange a Hti• 
factory 1ale of your material, either 
by private eale or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 
Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork 
Poland Errors on Cover 
#357 Pair, proof wh ite paper, 

imperf. _ __:_····----····-------···· $ 6.00 
Same, Imperf. bl. of ' on 

#358 Pair, Imperf. henna brown 
white pap. ----····----···--------- 6.00 
Same, Imp. marg. copy 
dark brown white pap. -- 3.00 
Same, strip of 3 ····---------- 7.60 

# 359 Pair, imperf. on yellowish 
paper --------------------.. ··---- 6.00 
Same, , !mp: block of 4 on 
reg. cover ····-··· ····--------- 10.00 
Same; lµip . bl. of 4 deep 
ultramarine, reg. c. ------ ·15.00 

#360 Pair, Imp. ori reg. cover __ 6.00 
Same, block of 4 on 
regfst. cov. ···--------------- 9.00 

.,."S<Lll).e, lmP. pair on white 
pap. reglst. -------------------···· 6.00 
Same, Imp. block of 4, 

. , reglst. .. ··-------·· ·-------------- 10.00 
#B40 . lmp. marg. strip of 3 

on reg. cov ----------····--····---- 15.00 
. . . 

Other error s of Poland In mint con- ' 
dition In stock. Fine assortment of 
Polish Prisoner of War stamps avail­
able. Money Immediately refunded If 
sold out. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. .A 
P.O. Box 37, Dumont, N. J. 07628 
S. L. BA YER, Prop. Est. 1912 

Member Collectors Club - ASDA 
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Di!IOIJCF&iDCiCU300CH 

A s Duveen was to 

d istinguished art collectors 

and Dr. Rosenbach was to 

famous bibliophiles so 

Ezra Cole 

is to the d iscrim inating 

philatelist 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone: 914-EL 8-0964 
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LARGE 
GENERAL 

and 
SPECIALIZED 

AUCTIONS 

Including 
Postal H istory 
H eld Monthly 

Moderate Commissions 

Sample Subscription ........ $,LOO 
Yearly Subscription . . . . . . . . $5 .00 

all subscriptions include 
Prices Realized 

Earl P. L. Apfelbaum, Inc. 
1420 Walnut St., PhUa., Pa. 19102 

215 - 985-1550 
Collectors. Club Philatelist 9 e e 
TH ESE BACK ISSl.J ES 're ava ilable at the foll owing prices : 

From 1926 t o 1940 , 3.00 per copy From 1941 '2.00 per copy 

From 1926 to 1940 $3.00 per copy 
• vol . 4 ( 1925) Apr. 
• Vol. 5 ( 1926) Oct. 
• Vol. 7 (1928) July 
*Vol . 8 (1929) July, Oct. 
*Vol. 9 (1930) Oct . 
*Vol. 10 (1931) July, Oct. 
*Vol. 11 (1932) Oct. 
•,vo r. 13 (1 934) Jan., Apr. 
• Vol •. 14 (1935) · Jan . Apr. 
• Vo l' 15 ' '( 1936) ·' ' A ll Issues 
• Vol . 16 (1 937) All is s ues 
*Vol. 17 · (1938) :All issues 
• Vol. 18 (1939) All issuea 
• Vol . 19 0 940) Apr., Oct . 

•Only a few copies 

From 1941 $2.00 per copy 
• Vol. 20 (1941) Jan., Apr., Oct. 

Vol . 21 (1942) A ll is s ues 
Vol . 22 {1943) Jan.1 Apr., Oct. 
Vol. 23 (1944) All 1H ues 
Vol. 24 '(1945) A ll issues 
Vol . 25 ·(1946) All is s ues 
Vol. 26 (11947) All issues 
Vol . 27 (1948) All is s ue-s 
Vol. 28 (1949 ) J a n., Apr., July 
Starting in 1950, no longer a quar­
terly magazine but 6 issues a year. 
Vol . 29 to 31 (1950 -52) All 6 issues 
Vol . 32 (1953) All issues 
Vols. 33 to 50 (1954 to 1971) All 

Issues . 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016 



FREDERICK H. GLOECKNER 

'COLLECTION OF COLLECTIONS' 
Part 1 for sale by auction 

28 · 29 · 30 MARCH 1973 

Formed over a period of more than 50 years the first auction of this 

remarkable holding will comprise hundreds of All-World collections, 

offered intact as well as many 'one country' lots. 

This is a never to be missed opportunity for the serious collector 

seeking cancellations unsorted ranges for study; the 'one-country' en­

thusiast keen to expand his existing collection or start a new one. 

In short-something for everyone. 

Catalogue 50 p. (Airmail to U.S. A. etc. $1.50) 

Catalogue also obtainable from our New York office at 

StanGib House, 595 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10017, U.S. A. 

Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd. 
Drury House Russell Street 
London WC2B 5HD 

Tele phone: 01-836 9707 Telex 28883 




