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We offer to collectors the world's most efficient service in 
forming outstanding collections of A irmails in every phase 
of Aerophilately : 

NEW ISSUES: We maintain a complete New Issue Service 
of m int Airmail Stamps, including the sca rce 
issues. By subscribing to this service you are 
assu red of acquiring new items in the most eco­
nomical way. Write for fo lder giving full 
particulars. 

RARITIES: We hand le rare airmai l issues which are issued 
in very limited quantities and usually not obta in­
able in the open market. 

ERRORS AND VARIETIES : Through our many connections 
all over the world, we are in a position to offer a 
large number of scarce errors and varieties to our 
clients. Most of these issues are submitted on ou r 
New Issue Service as they appeared. before 
prices increased. 

AIR LETTER SHEETS : We also service new issues of air 
letter sheets-a new and very popu lar field of 
Aeroph i lately. Our service offers all new air 
letter sheets, including scarce issues. Wri te for 
further details. 

AUCTION SALES: Our next sale now in preparation, 
dates soon to be announced. If you are not on 
our mailing list, please write for the catalog of 
the sale which will include mint . used airmail 
stamps, and many desirable covers. 

We welcome your inquiries regarding any 
of the above services. 

F. W. !(ESSLER 
500 Filth A Yenue e' v York 36, . Y. 
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Henry M. Coodkind , Editor 

All communications regarding publication, editorial matters, all literature for review 
should be sent to the Editor. 

Organization matters and all communications relating to Aero Philatelists, Inc. should 
be mailed to: 

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 

22 EAST 35 STREET 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

THE AERO PHILATELISTS ANNALS published quarterly each year by Aero Philatelists, 
Inc. , 22 East 35 Street, a non-profit corporation. chartered 1n New York State. Printed by 
J. W . Stowell Printing Co., Federalsburg, Md. Entered as Second-Class Matter at Federals­
burg, Md. under Act of March 3, 1879. 

Distributed free of charge to all members of Aero Philatelists, Inc. in good standing. 

Back numbers, when available, for sale at $I .00 each. 

ADVERTISINC RATES 

Advertising is accepted only from members or firms of which one individual is a member 
of Aero Philatelists. Rates are as follows: 

Cover-

Second ....... ..... ... ..... $22.50 Per insertion 
Third . ..................... 22.50 Per insertion 
Fourth ............. .. ..... 25.00 Per insertion 

Inside-

Page rate ................ 20.00 Per Insertion 
Half page .... ............ 12.50 Per insertion 

Subject to 20 % discount for four consecutive insertions. This discount applies only if 
the space taken is the same size in each issue. 
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For Advertising, please contact: 
BERNARD FINK. 1528 Pitkin Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

TWO AERO PHILATELIST'S PUBLICATIONS 
In addition to this quarterly magazine issued in January, April, July and October each 
year, members receive " the Aero Philatel ist News", published a few times each year to 
keep the members informed of the organization's activities as well as news of the 
individuals. 

Are you receiving BOTH publications? If not, please write to: 

Philip Silver, Secretary 
22 East 35 Street. New York 16, N Y. 
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UNITED STATES 

The Second Air Mail Stamp 
l6c Green of 1918 

Preface 

All of the books and articles consulted on the 20th century stamps of the United 
States, dealing with the 1918 air mail series, confine most all of their information to the 
printing and production of the stamps. These books omit refe rences to the stamps' postal 
history. which, in many respects, is more interesting than learning about the plate layout, 
printing details, perforations and other production methods. 

It is well known that the fi rst U. S. air mail stamp was placed on sale ~lay 13, 1918 
in \ Vashington, D. C. Thi. was the 2~c red and blue. Less than a month and a half 
later. a P ost Office Order dated June 26, 191 8 called for the reduction of the rate from 
24 to 16 cents. This was to go into effect on July 15, 1918. 

There were some highly significant philatelic events that transpi red during this short 
~l ay-July 1918 period. The issuance of the first air mail stamp produced one of the 
most ensational events in the history of not only U. S. but all philately. The immediate 
purchase on the fi rst da}' of sale on ~ l ay q , 1918 of one sheet of 100 with the inverted 
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Fig. l . An exceedingly sca rce cover cancelled Washington, D. C., July 11. 1918, the firs t day 
of issue. This was not flown, because the air mail ra te still was 24 cents. This cover. one 
of the three known with the July l l th date, is addressed to the famous W . T. Robey, the 
original purchaser of the shee t with the 24c air mail inverted centers. 

l' hotOI bJ Boutrtllt 
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UNITED STATES 

ir 

PO., fA ~ DUE .. ... CENT~ . 
Fig. 2 . First Day Cover cancelled New York, N . Y. July 11, 1918 when the rate was still 24c. 
The postage prepaid was 21 c, so that 3c Postage Due was collected. But curiousl't.. the Phila­
delphia, Pa. backstamp reads July 15, 1918 when the reduced 16c rate had gone into effect. 
(Courtesy of Philip Silver.) 

centers made history.• But secondly, the idea of the lirst regularly scheduled air mail 
service by any government in the world stimulated action for covers by many collectors 
and dealers. Consequently, many lirst flight covers were prepared to remain as historical 
souvenir of this event. In fact, it was soon discovered so many had made covers for the 
lir ·t trips on :\lay 15, 1918 with 2.j.C stamp that the philatelic suppl)' far exceeded the 
demand. 

Faced with this situation, obviously far fewer were willinl? to bother with lirst flight 
covers with the second U. S. air mail stamp that followed so shortly. Years later, as 
collectors sought to have a good representation of U. S. first day covers, they found that 
the 16c green was far scarcer on lirst day covers than the more historical 2.j.c red and blue. 

First Day Covers 

The Post Office directive of June 26, 1918 stated that the 16c green air mail stamp 
was to be placed on sale July 11 , 1918. However the reduced rate was 1101 to go into 
effect until July 15th. 

The present-day collector must understand conditions as they existed back in 1918. 
First of all, collecting first day covers was relatively slight, certainly nothing compared to 
the present volume. Furthermore, the U. S. Post Office Department had not started the 
custom of a well-publicized advance notice for collectors to service lirst day covers. Then 
with the experience of the oversupply of the 24c stamp on l.\la)' 15, 1918 covers, fewer 
were going to bother. And linally 1918 was wartime. 

Obviously very few lirst day-J uly 11, 1918-<:ovcrs were prepared. To have them 
fly via air mail, the 2.j.c rate had to be prepaid. Although the writer has been interested 
in the 1918 air mail issue of the United States for many years, he has seen only THREE 
cover with the July 11, 1918 cancella tion. Thus they arc not only scarce; they are rare. 

•The aurhor hH wriuen a handbook on "The L'nited States qc Air :\lail lol\'crted Cenrer of 1918" 
that has recen1ly been published by The Collccron Club, 22 Eut 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y. Price $1.00. 

October, 1957 



THE FAMOUS Cromwell Collection 
OF 

UNITED STATES 
ST~IPS~ PROOFS & ESSAYS 

1893 - 1956 

WILL BE SOLD BY US AT 

Publi~ An~1ion Sale 
NOVEMBER 7-S, 19S7 

THE AIR POST SECTION INCLUDES 
191S 24c INVERTED CENTER; 1930 Sc violet IM­
PERF. BETWEEN pair (Unique ) ; 16c Special Delivery 
Airpost pair IMPERF. VERTICALLY, etc. LARCE DIE 
PROOFS of 191S 6c to 24c ; 1923 Sc to 24c; Maps 10c 
to 20c; 1 Oc Lindbergh; Sc Beacon ; ZEPP ELI NS com­
plete (Ex. Roosevelt ) ; Sc olive bistre; 16c Trial Color 
in black # CElTC (unique ) etc. 

A Magnificent Group of Rare Items 

Illustrated Catalogue in Preparation 
Reserve a Copy Now. 

IRWIN HEIMAN, INC. 
2 West 46th Street £ New York 36, . Y. 
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UNITED STATES 

Oddly enou1th these three July 11th covers re-appeared on the marke t recently. They 
were sold at auction by Irwin Heiman, New York, on October 18, 1956 and February 13, 
1957. They brought $130.00, $105.00 and $59.00 respectively. Two of them arc illus­
trated (Figs. 1 and 2). 

These 16c ai r mail first day covers arc real "collectors' items" now. Two active 
groups of specialists seek them creating an enormous demand with an cxcecdingl)• short 
supply. Both the U. S. First Day cover specialists and aero-philatelists want these. 

w. II; HIHI • Co•PAllY ......... 
WA8HINeTON. D . C. 

I' 

.. ... .,. ._.._[ __ 
... a 7 t •W•t .,, ... , ......... 

Fig. 3 . Cover cancelled two days before the reduced 16c air mail rate went into effect. This 
cover also is addressed to W . T. Robey, but this time care of Eugene Klein, Philadelphia, Pa., 
the dealer who purchased from Robey his sheet with the inverts. The Washington cancel is 
July 13 and the Philadelphia backstamp July 15, 1918, showing that this cover flew on the 
latter date at the 16c rate. 

Pre-First Flight Use Covers 

As stated the 16c air mail was first sold on July 11 , 1918. It was first used on July 
15, 1918. But for some unexplained reason, some covers that Rew arc known with the 
)11/y 13, 1918 ca11allatio11. Figs. 3 and ~ illustrate two of these. i\otice that both arc 
cancelled July 13th, \.Vashington, D. C. The F ig. ~ cover is illustrated with the receipt 
mark on the back dated July 15th, proving that it went by air mail. \Vhat probably 
happened was that these covers were prepared and cancelled on July 13th, but held for 
air mail until July 15th, when it could go at the 16c rate. 

The reader's pa rticular attention is called to the name and add rcss on these July 11th 
and July 13th covers. (Figs. 1 and 3) . Both arc addressed to If'. T. R obey, the man who 
found and purchased the sheet of 100 with the inverted centers. The July 13th cover was 
sent care of E11gr111' Klri11, the Philadelphia stamp dealer. who bought Rohe)•'s sheet for 
$15,000.00. The corner-card address of W. B. Hibbs & Company also is known to the 
writer as a s tudent of the 2~c ai r mail inverts. This was the name of the stock brokers, 
where \V. T. Robey was employed. So no doubt Robe)' himself prepared this cover and 
addressed it to himself care of dealer Klein. Therefore. these two covers have a special 
value for the writer. They not only have the scarce "July 11th" and "July 13th" cancel­
lations. but represent philatelic history with the handmark of \V. T. Robey. 

There are a few s tatements in our files saying that "only three covers with the July 
13, 1918 date e'\ist". These arc printed in stamp dealer.,' auction catalogs. Over the 
year. "e believe that \\e have seen at least ten July 13th covers, so obviously this state­
ment i \\ ronir. Our guess would place the amount somewhere between 20 to 25. 

Oct obu, 1957 



UNITED STATES 

Covers with the July 13, 1918 date average about $25.00, when sold at auction these 
days unless the copy is straight-edged, when it, of course, brings less. Fig. ~ shows the 
type of cover cancelled July 13, 1918 most seen. 

..... J.m.t ............ _ .... ) I 
•tt· •l8 U N ION T ltUaT • UILDtNQ 

.............. c 

l!.m'J' Woo4ll01U1• , 3'1q • , OoYernor, 
• .Uro Cluo of A:»rica, 

297 &:a41eon 4yezme 
... York 01~,'•.Y • . 

Fig. 4 . Another cover cancelled Washington, D. C., July 13 , 1918, two days before the new 
rate took effect. The New York July 15th receiving mark, that appears on the back o f this 
cover, is shown an the lower left corner insert marked with arrow. 

The New Issue Service for Air Post 
Stationery You Have Been Looking For 

Be ide all Ne'" Is ues, my sub cribers wilJ occa ionally receive 
scar ce items a l pecially low prices. 

Past Performances : 
1) U. S. air letter error, ................ San. 3A $45.00 at $5.00 
2 ) U. S. air letter e rror, ......... ........ . San. 4A $30.00 at $6.50 
3 ) Burma Ceo VI air mail envelope, San. $10.00 at $2.49 
4 ) Iraq 1933 air letter, ... .. .... ........... San. $10.00 at$2.49 

to mention just a few. Even if you already subscribe to a New Issue 
Service, 

It Will Pay You to Switch to 

LAVA 
85-t. In ten ale • '\' t>" York 59, ~. Y. 

Details on request. Air letter price lists against stamped and addressed envelope, large 
lists for airmail postal stationery 50c, deductible from your first order of $2.00 or over. 

Arro Philahlist .lnnnls 39 



UXITED STATES 

1 ' \ 

1 f 07 
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Fig. 5. Cover cancelled In Philadelphia, Pa. July 15. 1918, the first day of the new 16c. 
air mail rate. 

First Flight Covers 

As stated before the official day for the ne'' 16c air mail at this reduced rare wa. 
July 15, 1918. Fij?. 5 illustrates one wirh 1his use. The ai r mail service \\as ~till con­
fined to the east coast cities of \Vashington, Philadelphia, ~cw York and Bosron. There 
seems to have been no record kept of rhe amount of mail ca rried on ] uly 1 -ch. But we 
do knO\\ that First Flight cotJers tuith thr 16c air mllil arr far srarcrr than thosr uith the 
24r. In recent years we have brouj?ht this information to the attention of some of the 
catalog editors. Yet "e still believe that most ca taloj?s do not properly reAect the price 
difference between First Flight covers. The 16c on July 1 c;, 1918 should be priced for 
more than the 2+c on ;\lay 15, 1918. 

Later Uses 

The most historical usage with the second U. S. air mail stamp took place on eptem­
ber 51 19181 when the first air mail link between our two large t cities. :\cw York and 
Chicago, 111., was attempted. A special oval cachet in violet was applied to the mail 
(Fig. 6). 

Two planes piloted b}' U. S. Army Ayers took off with the mail from :Sew York early 
on the morning of September 5th. {It is well to remember that the \Var did not terminate 
until r\ovember 11 , 1918.) Bad weather was encountered, so that both plane had to 
interrupt their flights enroute. One plane arrived in Chicaj?o on the evening of eptem­
ber 6th, as shown by the back tamp on the First Flight cover illustrated as Fig. 6. The 
second plane arrived later. Then both planes prepared again to return from Chicago to 
New York. They left on the return flight September 9, 1918 (Fig. 7) and arrived with 
the mail in New York on September 10th, as the backstamp shows. 

There is a personal connection with these 1918 Ai1?ht covers that the writer would 
like to disclose. One will sec that the cover shown in Fij?. 7 is addressed to the late 
l\lartin Goodkind, father of the writer. Back in 1918, father and son were collecting 
stamps toJ!ether. Father was doing most all the bu)•ing. while the son was placing the 
material in albums. So the existence of this cover dates your editor as a very early aero­
philatelist. lncidentall)•, the cover flown on September 5th (Fig. 6) was prepared by the 

October, 1957 



UNITED STATES 

writer';, father. The corner card hows the sender a J. S. Bache & Co., :'."cw York, a 
well-lrno\\n \\"all Street Stock E.-.chanJ!e firm. Their address in 1918 was.µ Broadway, 
:'\e\\ York. The late ~lartin Goodkind took his covers for the first '\cw York-Chicago 
flight to the Bache office~ located in hi;, office building, because he kne\\ that this firm had 
a correspondent in Chicago. A friend with the firm of .J. S. Bache attended to his favor. 
He in,rructed Clement, Curti~ & Co. in Chicago to return these covers for our collections, 
\\ hich \\a;, obligingly done. 

J. S QACH~ 6. CO. 
NCWYO~K 

Vla Aeroplan~ 

•essrs. Cleaent, Curtis & Co., 

Rookery Bldg., 
61: '" 'I 

Chics.go, Ill. 

Fog 6. Cover flown September 5. 1918 on the First New York-Chicago Flight. The lower 
left inset with arrow shows the September 6th Chicago, 111. rece1v1ng mark that is hot on the 
back of this cover. 

Fig. 7. The Return Chicago-New York Flight on September 9. 1918. The New York receiving 
mark on the back of this cover appears in the inset in the upper left corner. The addressee 
is the author's late father. 

Aero Pliilalt/ist Annals 



UNITED STLITES 

THE CHELTEN ELECTRIC CO 
OIE:llMANTOWN l 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 

Fig. 8. Cover used on December 14, 1918, the last day before the new 6c air mail rate went 
into effect. 

Last Day Of Use 

Late in ' ovemher. 1918. the air mail rate aJ?ain was or<lere<l reduced. this time 
from 16 to 6 cenh. The new rate \\a~ to become effective on December 15. 1918. Thus 
December q. 1918 \\as officially the la~t <lay of u:.e of the 16c J?reen nir mail ,,ramp. Of 
cour~e. thi,, tamp remained valid for postaj!e. and one lin<l~ this stamp with later usage 
on many covers. (One can use it now). But the specific purpose for which it was issued 
on July 1-, 1918. the 16c green's last official day of use ,,·a.; December q , 1918. Fig. 8 
shows a cover used on the last day. 

Conclusion 

The records ~tate that less than + million copies-3.793.887 to be exact-of C2 
(San. 2) \\ere sold. For a U. S. stamp this is a relatively short supply, when one con­
siders the hundreds of millions of the more recent U. S. stamps printed. \Ve recall a 
p:reat deal of furor a few years ago when the 19+8 ~cw York City 5c air mail (Scott 
C38) was the r:tJ!e because it was reported that less than 30 million copies were printed. 
Official word from the U. S. Post Office showed the final fiJ!urcs were much more. Thus 
one should compare the values of C2 and C38,-past and present, and then try to 
determine future prices. 

As for covers with C2 used between the first day, July 11th and December q , 1918, 
"pickin' taint so easy". If a collector is interested in early U. S. air mails, he would be 
well advised to go for the covers now rather than delayinJ!. 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 
Simply fill in the membership Application on Page 63 

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
22 East 3 5 Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 
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CENTRAL AMERICA 
My specialty has long been the stamps of the five Republics 
of Central America. In addition to these offerings of 
SPECIALIST MATERIAL I have on hand most of the major 
varieties of Costa Rica and Guatemala. Your inquiries are 
cordially invited for Central American material correctly 
identified, all items offered with a permanent refund 
guarantee that they are as represented. Scott and Sanabria 
# s used. All unused OC unless otherwise specified. 

COSTA RICA 
C3a Double surcharge, one inverted (San. 14a, $15.) .......... $ 2.50 
C3b Inverted surcharge CSan. 14b, $5.l ......... .... ... .............. 2.50 
C3c Double surcharge (San. 14c, $5.) ......... ....................... 2.50 

Essays. San. PP15, 6 vars. telegraphs with opt. ($60.) 12.00 
San. PPE28/31 , Rio Congress opt. on high values (4) C$300. l 20.00 
C82a/91a (San. AS143/53, $22.) overprinted MUESTRA 

( 11 ) ............................. .......................... ................. 5.00 
C121/23 CSan. AS159/61, $7.501 with MUESTRA opt. 

SPORTS ..... .. ... ..... .... ... ... .. .. .. .. ............. ....... ........ ..... 2.50 
C124/27 (San. AS155/58, $8.l with MUESTRA opt . .......... 2.00 
C128/ 40 (San. PP162/74, $260. ) imperf black proofs 113) 50.00 
C128/ 40 (San. PP162/ 74, $910.) two complete sets in 

diff. trial colors, imperf. 126) ....... .. .... ......... singles 40.00 
Same. in pairs ....................... ........... .... ...... ..... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 80.00 

C128/40 !San. AS162/74. $65. l with MUESTRA opt . ...... 6 .50 
C141 / 44 (San. AS175/78 , $12.l with MUESTRA opt . ...... 2.50 
C148/ 53 (San. AS182/87. $15. l with MUESTRA opt . ...... 3.00 
C154/58 CSan. AS1 88/92. $18.l with MUESTRA opt . ...... 3.00 
C159 CSan . AS201, $10.l with MUESTRA opt. LOCOMO-

MOTIVE ........................ ... ....... .......... ............. ....... .. 2.50 
C160/ 67 (San. AS193 / 200, $36. l with MUESTRA opt....... 6.00 
Cl 68/77 (San. PP202/ 11 unpriced ) imperf plate proofs in 

trial colors ..... ..... 10 singles 20.00, .......... 10 pairs 40.00 1 

C168/77 ISan. AS202/ 11. $25. l with MUESTRA opt.... ..... 5.00 
C179/8 1 CSan. AS213 / 15, not yet listed ) with MUESTRA I 

opt. ........................................................ .................. 1.50 

RICHARD N. CONE 

Route 8, Box 269 Tucson, Ari%ona, U. S. A. 

t!uo Philatelist t!nnals 



Sliver Medal 
Silver-Gilt Medal 

Bronze Medal 

A PERFECT RECORD 

3 AWARDS IN 3 PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS 

THE AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS 

Bogota, Colombia 
Havana, Cuba 

FIPEX U. S. A. -

1955 
1955 
1956 

No doubt the FIPEX Bronze was the most sign ificant, because in the entire 
Philatel ic Literature Section, there were a total of 130 Entries from all over 
the world. There were only four Highest (Silver ) and 14 Bronze Medals 
awarded , of wh ich our Quarterly Magazine was the ONLY specia lty Publica ­
tion to receive a Medal. 

Volumes I and II of 

THE AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS 

were handsomely bound with blue cloth and stamped with gold letters for 
in it ia l sale at FIPEX. 

This book runs to 256 pages and 1s profusely il lustrated, covering a wide 
range of countries. Some of the outstanding articles treat the air ma il 
stamps of U. S. A. , Ethiopia. France. Honduras. Nicaragua, Spain and 
Switzerland, to mention but a few 

There are a limited number of bound volumes left, which are now 
offered for sale. Please remit to : 

Stanley R. Rice 
Room 818, 120 Broadway 

New York S. N. Y. 

S10 . 00 Postpa id 
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CANAL ZO E 

31c Air Mail lmperforate Vertically 

By LT. CoL. JA:\I ES T. DEVOSS 

The Cristobal ( C. Z .) Post Office refused to accept the return of a quantity of 3 rc 
air mail stamps which contained the imperforatc ve rtically sheet that recently fell into 
philatelic h:inds. ( Fig. r ) Yes, the story is :tn :imazing one, but the 31c error sheet which 
was first noticed br Peter F'. Curtis in :t small s tock of Canal Zone st:tmps carried aboard 
the R. l\1. S. Ruahine h:id actually been returned to the Canal Z one where :'\orton. Lilly 
& Company attempted to return them to the post office for refund. 

Th is much traveled ~heet was actually ahoard thrrr different British vessels and 
made at least fo ur trips :tcross the Atlantic before it was "discovered " hy the Brit ish 
~I e rchant :'\:ivy '' riter, who worked in the Purse r's office aboard one o f the vessels 
operated by the :'\ ew Zeal and hipping Company, Ltd .. London, on their England to :-. cw 
Zealand service. Bur let 's unravel this most unusual episode and arranite the facts in 
chronological order. Considerable new info rmation has come to light since the author's 
first article on this error appea red in rhc :\l ay 11 , 19)7, issue of .. Stamps", and George \ V. 
Brett's article in the :\lay issue of " the Bureau Specialist". 

Fig. 1. The complete sheet of 97 stamps. I Photographs by the author, j . T. DeVoss.l 

J era Philatelist A 1111n/s ~5 



CANAL ZONE 

Bureau P rinting 

At the request of Canal Zone postal authorities, the Bureau of Engraving and Print­
ing, 'Vashington, D. C., shipped 190,000 air mail stamps of the 31c denomination to the 
Canal Zone during June 1951. This denomination was part of a six-value se ries that was 
first placed on sale July 16, 1951. Although this se ries is still current, only one addi­
tional printing of the 31c value has been accomplished to date since the original order. 
The Bureau of Engraving and Printing shipped a second printing of 165,000 stamps of the 
31c value to the Canal Zone in April 195+· 

The 31c denomination, which was printed in a shade of red termed "lake red" in the 
official release but called "cerise" by Scott's, was needed to pay the half-ounce air mail 
letter ra te from the Canal Zone to Africa, Australia, ' ew Zealand, and other Far East 
countries; the 6-cent rate between the Canal Zone and the United States being added to 
the 25-cent rate from the United States to destination. 

The two different printings of the 31c air mail, although printed from the same 
engraved plate. 162161 1 (Fig. 2) can be distinguished. Because of a slight difference in 
paper and the gum, the second printing is whiter and more translucent than the yellowish 
gum of the first printing. This difference is quite important to the facts of this story as 
will be revealed later, since two separate purchases each from a different printing actually 
came together on November 3, 1955, in the London offices of the :\ew Zealand Shipping 
Company approximately six months prior to the "find " at sea aboard the R. ~I. S. Ruahine. 

Cristobal Shipping Agents 

orton, Lilly & Company, Cristobal, Canal Zone, arc shipping agents for both the 
London firms of Orient Steam · avigation Company, Ltd., and New Zealand Shipping 
Company, Ltd. The Orient Lines operate primarily between Australia and England via 
the Suez Canal, and between Sydney and Vancouver with stops at Honolulu and San 
Francisco. Once a year a vessel on the S)•dney/ Vancouver run goes on to London via 
the Panama Canal instead of returning directly to Australia. This vessel returns to 
Sydney via the Suez Canal. Also once a year a vessel on the Australia/Suez/ England 
run makes the return voyage via the Panama Canal instead of the Suez Canal. 

At the request of the New Zealand Shipping Company, in April 195+ Norton, Lilly & 
Company purchased 10,000 stamps of the 31c value from the Cristobal Post Office and 
shipped them to the London firm. Although the second printing of this value was delivered 
to the Canal Zone during the same month, personal inspection by the author reveals that 
these stamps were from the first printing. The partial bundle remaining in the vaults of 
the New Zealand Shipping Company with the wrappings, bands, and Treasurr Depart­
ment seals still attached carries rubberstamped dates, which indicate that these stamps 
were printed in June 1951. 

[t i customary for many foreign vessels using the Panama Canal to maintain a 
supply of Canal Zone stamps aboard for the convenience of the passengers, who wish to 
mail letters while transiting the Isthmus. The ledgers of the N cw Zealand Shipping 
Company reveal that an average total of 36oo stamps of the 3 IC value arc used annually 
by the five vessels on the London/ Panama/ Wellington service. 

On !\larch q , 1955, ~ orton, Lilly & Company acknowledged receipt of a ~I arch 7th 
letter from the Orient Steam ' avigation Company requesting them to purchase 2250 
stamps of the 3 IC denomination for use aboard the R. l\I. S. Orsova. These stamps, 
together with 750 of the 2 IC denomination, were purchased by · orton, Lilly & Company 
from the Cristobal Post Office on June 1, 1955, and were forwarded to Los Anj?cles 
where they were put aboard the R. M. S. Orsova on June 25th. The vessel was then 
enroute to London via the Panama Canal. 

Since a sister ship, the R. M. S. Orcadcs, was to make the westbound trip from 
London to Sydney via Panama and would also be needing Canal Zone stamps, the Orient 
Steam Navigation Company made arrangements for the Purser of the R. l\I. S. Orsova 
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Fig. 2. Enlargement of the portion of the shee t with the vertical perforations missing. 

to pu rchase a further supply of stamps to be carried back to London for use aboard the 
R. :\1. S. Orcades. On July 1, 1955, Xorton, Lilly & Company made another purchase 
of stamps from the Cristobal Post Office which included 1500 of the 31c denomination. 
These were turned over to the Purser aboard the R. ~I. S. Orsova on the same day while 
the vessel was transiting the Canal. 

Subsequent events prove that the sheet with ve rtical perforatiuns m1ssmg was a part 
of one of these two purchases-2250 on June 1, 195·. or 1500 on July 1, 1955, both of 
which were in the possession of the R. ~I. S. Orsova Purser enroute to England. Since 
the error sheet is from the second printing. it may be safely assumed that the balance of 
the sheets purchased in these two lots also came from the second printing especially since 
this printing had been delivered to the Canal Zone better than a year earlier. 

Rerurned for Crcdjt 

'.'\ ut knowing exactly how many Canal Zone scamps would be used on each voyage, 
the Orient Lines in a letter dated ~larch 21, 1955, asked ~orton , Lilly & Company if 
they could return for c redit an}' s tamps ultimately unsold. Three days later the Cristobal 
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firm replied that ther we re "pleased to confi rm tha t it ' ' ill be in order for the 'O rcades• 
to land with us any unsold stamps, for which '' e ''ill give you credit." 

The O rien t L ines grea tly overestimated their requirements, because on September 
2, 19-5, the Purser of the R . .\1. S. Orcade on its we tbound voyage via Panama enroute 
to Sydney returned $q90.25 worth of Canal Zone postage stamps to :\orton, Lilly & 
Company for credit. Among thee stamps was the part-perforate error sheet of 31c 
airmails. 

ometime during the few week that followed September 2. 195-, a Cristobal postal 
employee mis~ed the opportunity of a lifetime. In a letter dated October 21 , 19 5, :\ l r . 
.:\oonan of ::>\orton, Lilly & Company wrote, " \ Ve endeavoured to turn these over to the 
Post Office for cash refund but unfortunately the Post Office here have discontinued 
making refund of such laq?e amount> and refu>ed to comply ' ' ith our request." Although 
still resting peacefully unknown among many normal sheets, imagine a part-perforate 
error sheet going unwanted. 

A hu~er ''a' suon found. however, as '\orton. Lilly & Company in an exchange of 
letter< between them elve-,, Orient team ' ;n ig:1tion Compau\ . and '.\ C\\ Zealand hip­
ping Company, arranged fur the latter firm to purcha•e the Orient '< supply uf unu-ed 
Canal Zone .,tamp" \\'ith one of it~ five ve-~els tran~itinJ.! the Panama Canal every 
monrh. the '.\ ew Zealand Shippinl! Company had a continuinJ? nred for Canal Zone '>tamps. 

'.\orton, Lilly & Company returned the "rnmp> to the Orient Line~ office in London 
and on '.\ovemher J, 1955, Thomas O':\ leara. Cashier for the '\e,, Zealand 'hipping 
Company, purcha~ed from them a lot of Canal Z one :>tamp;, '' hich indudcd 3.192 of the 
31c denomination. The error sheet still rraveling incognito. :\J r. O'.\ l eara stated that 
the ~heeb purchased from the Orient Lines \\ere loose. Therefore he used them up fir,t 
leaving hi~ O\\ n Canal Zone bundle intact until the Orient Linc~· >hcets \\ere exhausted. 

THE FABULOUS ERROR 

CAXAL ZOXE AIR POST 
L11PERFORATE VERTICALLY 

(Scott ;F C25A l 

Fir11tt To u ... OUered 

In Our No1•en1b.-r Audion ale 

llequest \ 'our C'atulog Now 

VAHAN MOZIAN Inc. 
505 Fifth Avenue 

New York 17, N. Y. 

( Eslablislttd 1901) 
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The eleven New Zealand vorages bet\\ een :\ ovember 24, 1955, and September 27, 1956, 
would have exhausted the 31c sheets purchased from the O rient Lines. 

Fateful Voyage 

It was on the voyage of the R. :\I. S. Ruahine, which departed London on :\lay 11, 
1956, that the sheet with the mi;,sinj!; perforation;, was "discovered." The usual quantity 
of 31c stamps, JOO, had been placed aboard the vessel c.nc da}' before it sailed. On ~lay 
23rd, une day out of Cri;,tobal, :\Ir. Curtis returned from lunch and noticed that his 
superior, \ Villiam Thomson, the Assistant Purser, was having difficult} separating the 
:.tamps from a sheet of 31c air mails. Although :\ I r. Curtis was not a stamp collector, 
he noticed that the sheet was unu<;ual as the vertical perforations were missing. He 
purchased the balance of the sheet. 97 stamps. and laid them away for the remainder of 
the YO} a{!e to \V ellingcon and back again to London. 

After rejec1ing a £25 offer from a prominent London dealer, :\J r. Curtis turned the 
error heet over to Robson Lo\\ c for sale at auction. \ Vith no one apparently realizing 
that this error wa previously unknu\\ n. the con,ervative auction cat:tloirue de cription 
fail<.'d to artract a sini::le mail bid in excess of the £30 estimated valuation. The Roor 
bidding "a~ a different story, however. and the competition was keen. Being the only 
Canal Zone speciali-;t pre>ent and realizing the uniqueness of this error, the author kept 
hi;, h:md raised until the auctioneer's hammer dropped. 

Second Sheet Possible 

Printed on Rat plate pres by 400- ubject plates, George \V. Brett, Vice President, 

Choice Airmails 
freq uently appea r in our auctions. \Vrite us today to have 

your name placed on the li st to receive cat a logs of a ll sales 

including Ai rm ai ls. 

H ARMER , R ooKE & Co., I c . 
International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 Filth Avenue (at 46th) New York 36, N. Y. 
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~Xl9ERT COMMITTEE 

Wt jiu e l,,xamined the enclosod...-a~-Ulll 
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Fig. 3 . A portion of The Philatelic Foundation Certificate. (Courtesy of The Philatelic 
Foundation, New York, N. Y. and L. W . Giles. ) 

B ureau Issues Association, reports that the current Canal Zone air mail stamps were 
first perforated horizontally, then separated by hand into two portions of :200 stamps each, 
ne'\t perforated vertically, and finally separated again by hand into post office panes of 
100 stamps. checked. counted. bundled and sealed. Another sheet imperf vertically must 
have C'\isted at one time. But ho\\ thi~ one, who>e uneven left margin tends to indicate 
that it was cut apart from the left hand pane hr scissors, ever got out of the Bureau will 
probably always remain a mystery. 

In reply to the author's letter of April 8, 1957, ~Jr. E. F. Un ruh, Director of Posts, 
Canal Zone Posta l Service, states that the part-perforate sheet of 31c air mail stamps had 
not been previouslr known by L11e postal authorities in the Canal Zone and that there 
was no record of similar errors being found by postal employees and returned to Balboa 
H eights for destruction. :\I r. Unruh further stated that only 70,000 stamps of the 31c 
denomination remained in the Canal Zone Treasurer's vault and that. although it was 
possible. to the best of his knowledge no additional part-perforate sheets still lie undis­
covered in this unused stock. 
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London Stock Examined 

The author had the opportunity to examine the balance of the Canal Zone stamps 
remaining in the vaults of the New Zealand Shipping Company on two different oc­
casions-)larch 29 and June 3, 1957. On the latter date 59 sheets of the original 
purchase of 100 were still held intact by the original staple as assembled by the U. S. 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The bundle had been opened from the bottom and 
sheets removed as needed without disturbing the balance. In addition to the difference in 
paper and gum, which differentiates between the first and second printing, it was obvious 
from the position of the staple still holding the 59 sheets together that the error sheet 
could not have been included in this original bundle. Since the New Zealand Shipping 
Company's only other purchase of 31c Canal Zone stamps was from the Orient Steam 
Navigation Company, it is accepted that the sheet with missing perforations came from 
that source. 

A permanent record of this new variety was made when tlit Plii/atl'lic Fou11dation's 
Expert Committu examined the sheet and issued Certificate No. 7937 attesting to its 
genuineness. (Fig. 3) 

A seasoned voyager, this error sheet of stamps has been aboard three British vessels, 
R. '.\I. S. Orsova, R. ;'\l. S. Orcades and R. ;'\1. S. Ruahine, having to date made at least 
eight trips across the Atlantic and two trips across the Pacific Ocean. It has been in 
the United States, the Canal Zone, England, ' cw Zealand, and F ranee where it now 
rests in the author's specialized collection of Canal Zone. 

Acknowledgme.nt 

The history and interesting story of this error sheet in such complete detail has 
been the most remarkable part of the entire episode. Only because of the splendid co­
operation of so many people has this completeness been possible. It is a pleasure to 
write a story when so many have cooperated so willingly. The author's gratitude and 
hcartfeh thanks arc extended to those who played a part in this unusual story and in 
particular to Peter F. Curtis, British seaman who "discovered" the error; L. Gillingham. 
Purser aboard the R. ;'\J. S. Ru ah inc; Thomas o·'.\Icara and Derck Archer of the r\ cw 
Zealand Shipping Company, Ltd.; ;\I. Poincy, A. Taylor, and H. F. Jackson of the Orient 
Steam Navigation Compan}', Ltd.; Robson Lowe, Ltd., the auctioneer; E. F. Unruh, 
Canal Zone Director of Posts; and George W. Brett, Vice President, Bureau Issues 
Association. 

Editorial 

The "Black" Honduras 

Your attention is directed to the long, authoritative article by Irving I. Green in the 
July, 195~ AERO PHILATEl. IST ASNALS on the "Black" Honduras of 19251 the world 's rarest 
air mail stamp. A careful reading will disclose that ori1dnally /our copies of this stamp 
had been known. Evidence showed where two unused copies were "lost" in Honduras 
back in 1927. With all the publicity about this very valuable stamp, it is hard to believe 
that these copies, if only mislaid or in hiding, would not have re-appeared within 30 years 
time. 

A third copy was enmeshed in a big mystery. It first came to notice in 1938 when 
on a cover. This was described and illustrated in Stamps. When working on his article, 
Mr. Green went to considerable trouble to 1racc the whereabouts of this copy on cover. 
Curiously, this too has disappeared since 1938. A report was given that this copy on cover 
had been subsequently removed and cleaned to simulate an unused stamp. Rumor had 
it that it was then sold to a collector, who owned only mint air mails. i\lr. Green tried 
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unsuccessfully to contact this collector. Recently this collection was dispersed at auction. 
But no copy of Honduras C12 was in it, although many other copies of valuable Honduras 
airs were. So obviously this was a false repon. But the mystery of copy l\o. 3 remains. 
What has happened to it since all the 1938 publicity? 

The fourth copy, unused and reputed to be the best conditionwise, was in the col­
lection of the late Oscar R. Lichtenstein , a Director of AERO PHILATELISTS from its incep­
tion until his death in 1955. His collection was sold in June, 1957. His copy of Honduras 
C12 established the record high price-$11,500-for a sin1?le air mail stamp. 

The Oscar Lichtenstein copy originally came from the Dr. Philip Cole collection, 
when in 1939 it brought $51300 at auction. At that time. this too was the record high for 
a single air mail s tamp. This remnined until 1957, when the new high more thnn 
doubled the previous one. Consequently, the " Black" Honduras in a period of less than 
20 years has re-affirmed its standing as the rarest air mail tamp in the world. It is of 
interest to the members of this organization to note that the new owner, Thomas A. 
i\latthews, also is a Director of AERO PHILATELISTS. 

But this "Black" Honduras can gain a rank beyond the title of the world 's rarest 
air mail s tamp. With this new high of St t ,500 for a sin1de s tamp now established in 
America at public auction, the " Black" Honduras earns the tide of the \ VORLD'S RAR­
EST 20th CEJ\TURY STA~IP. 

Now can it vie for the "big" title-the rarest stamp in the world ? This cannot be 
answered at this time. Possibly nne of the missing copie• will turn up. But if they do 
not, then " the Black" Honduras is unique and it can challenge any stamp that claims the 
right to be called " the rarest st:lmp in the world". 

The true status of the " Black" Honduras should not remain known only to a rela­
tively limited number of air mail i.pecialtst~. 1 t must become known to eve ry collector 
here and abroad. The phila telic p ress in recent yea r-. has not publicized this rarest of the 
20th century stamps to any great degree. Then the popular ne\\ spaper• and magazines 
al. o 'hould inform the non-stamp collectinf! public ahout 1hi~ rarity . Thi " Black" H on­
duras de en•es to hecome far hetrer known. 

TWO HANDBOOKS AVAILABLE 

In 1950 and 1951, AERO PHI LATELI STS distributed to its members and then sold to 
the public two exceptiona lly info rmative handbooks on some of the most interesting and 
historical air mail stamps ever issued. A small supply 1s still avai lable for any one in te rested. 
When ordering, please ~end cash to: 

Aero Philatelists, Inc. 

22 East 3 5 Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mostly about the famous 24c red and blue stamp of 1918 and the one sheet w ith the 
Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional illustrations offers info rmation 
which few know about our first air stamp. Price 50c. 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 

An exhaust ive study of this famous stamp along w ith its companion issues such as the 
Martinsydes. 2 3 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 Illustrations 

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world. 
Price $I .00. 
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The First Air Mail Issue of 1921 

More on The Blue Overprint 

By PHILIP SILVER 

In my article on the Blue Overprint in the Apri l 1957 issue of THE AERO PHll.ATELIST 

ANNALS, ( Vol. IV, :\o . .i.) , the authenticity of various cancellations used on the first flight 
of ~larch 22, 1921 was discussed. Two criteria for genuineness were stated: 

1. Covers should emanate from the -'1 ain Post Office in " lontevideo with cancella­
tions of ~l arch 201 21 and 22, 1921. 

2. Cove rs should bear the receiving postmark at Rocha, ~larch 22, 1921. 

Illustrated on page 98 of that issue, was a cover from ~I r. Goodkind's collection. The 
writer concluded that this cover could only be considered in the nature of a curiosity since 
it lacked both pre-requisites for genuine usage. 

There is, in addi tion , a further circumstance, not s tated in said article, which m iti­
gates against its use on the first flight ; it does not bear a five ( 5) centesimos postaj!e 
s tamp which was required to be affixed to all letters in addition to the airmail rate of 
twenty-five (2·) cen tcsimos. This is clearly seen in the official notice which appeared in 
the Gazette: 

ll'LA:U, CAOUICHA IMONTIVID•Ol. Escl'll>uc> de osr.o lado lad.lreoclon y Jacammuoactoa dcl ocro. 

Post card cancelled March 22, 1921 from Sucursal (Branch Office ! 34. 
Collection of Mr. Stanley R. Rice. 
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"Correspondence sent by air mail, must carry, in addition to ordinary postage, one of 
the 25 centesimos stamps which will be issued and which will be available to interested 
persons in the Central Post Office." 

Examination of other covers carried on this Right ind icates tha t the ordinary postage rate 
for a letter was live (5) centesimos. 

An additional piece from the collection of ~Ir. Stanley R. Rice, which appears to lend 
added weight to the conclusions previously reached has since come to the writer's attention. 
(Sec illustration ) 

The item illustrated is a post card with the blue overprin ted stamp affixed tied by the 
identical branch post office cancellation seen on ;\fr. Goodkind's cover. The necessary 
receiving mark at Rocha is also lacking. Thus, coincidentally or otherwise, it lacks both 
criteria for genuine use on the first Right. The card bears a two (2) centesimos imprinted 
stamp for the post card ra te, probably sufficient to comply with the requirement of ordi­
nary postage in addition to the air mail stamp. H owever, it is also embellished with a 
registration label. The registra tion fee du ring this period was fifteen ( 15) centcsimos 
for a letter. (See regis tered cover Fig. ~. page 101. Vol. I\", ~o. ~· In addition to the 
twenty-live (25) centesimos air mail stamp. the cover bears an ordinary postage stamp of 
twenty (20) centesimos. This is live (5) centesimos for ordinary postage and fifteen (15) 
centesimos for registration.) The writer is in no position to know whether the registry 
fee for a post card was less than for a letter, but, even if this were true, the cover bears 
no additional postage to pay for s uch registration. 

So, this item, too, must be considered in the nature of a curiosity, a cou rtesy cancelled 
item not carried on the first Right of !\l a rch 22, 19 21. Its appearance, a t this time, seems 
to bolster the thesis stated in my preceding article. 
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ANNUAL CONVENTION 
and 

BANQUET 
in 

NE\l' l 'ORK C'ITY 

Shortly you will receive 
"The Aero Philatelist's News" 

giving all the details. 

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND 
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Fake Alcock-Brown Covers 

The first non-stop flight across the Atlantic Ocean was made by the famous British 
firers, Alcock and Brown in June 1919. The story of this Ai1?ht often has been wriuen, 
not onl~· by aero-phi latelists, but aeronautic and other writers. It has become a popular 
storr. T'' o }ears ago. a very fine book about th is Right was published in England.* 
Although practicall}' nothinJ? is mentioned about the special stamp ~ cwfoundland produced 
for this flight, this book is recommended, because anyone who owns a copy of ~ e'' found­
land ' con C2 or has a cover with San. :"\ o. 8 will be thrilled by learning of the exciting 
bad:J!round hi~tory to this issue. 

• "The Flii:hr of Akock & Rro\\ 11, q·I \ June 19 1•J," b) Grnhnm \\' •llncc. l'ubli•hcd h>· Putnnm, 
41 c,..,, Ru><ell Sr .. London, Enc:land. Price $1.80. 

Gt.:nliine 

Fa.k e 

Fig. 1. Top: GENUINE Alcock-Brown cover 
Bottom: COUNTERFEIT Alcock-Brown cover. The stamp is genuine, but all the cancels 

are fake. Notice also the "Weybridge" receipt mark. 
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Your attention is directed to the Sanabria Catalogue listing of :\ cwfoundland 1\ o. 8. 
Jt is priced at $30 unused, ~35 used, but cot•rrs dntttl from Junr 9-TJ art prictd at $200.00. 
Thu, one notice that copies of the stamp arc worth only a fraction of the value of a 

tamp on cover. 
A ~econd book is highl} recommended••, because this is the finest work ever pub­

lished on :'\ewfoundland air mail stamps and cover.. It is written by philateli ts for 
philateli,h. According to Dalwick-H armer, there were 9,970 of :\ ewfoundland C2. But 
t111IJ 196 covers wirh rhi:. stamp were flown b}• Alcock-Brown. 

Alcock-Brown flight covers are very scarce and e'tremely desirable pieces. The 

• " \:•" foundlund t\ir \luils 1919-1939", h} R. E. R. Dnh\lck·C. II. C. ll nrmcr. A"nilublc from 
II. R. llnrmcr, Inc .. 6 \\'c•l -18 Sl.. C\\ York 36, '. Y. Price ~1.7, . 

.1:'ake 

Fig. 2. Enlargements of the St. John's. Newfoundland cancel. 
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Upper left: GENUINE Alcock-Brown 
Upper right : GENUINE Handley-Page 
Bottom: FAKE cancellation 
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___. .. 
Fei:e - -•;.,--..C :::_ _ . .--. -· 

l' hotos hr L. 11·. Gdu 

Fig. 3 . Left: The FAKE wavy line cancellation on the stamp. Right : The GENUINE St. John's 
wavy line cancel. 

writer's records show that the last cover sold in America \\as in 1955 auction. This 
fetched $24-.00. The few sales of \\ hich the writer has kept record since the end of 
\\'orld \ Var LI all show the Sanabria cata log cover price of $200 being exceeded. Out-
ide ol this countq'. especially in En1dand, Alcock-Brown covers bring even more. 

For 30 years we have been specializing in a ll unusual items: Errors , Varieties, e tc., 
regardless as to whether they are or are not list ed. 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U., U. N., Inve rted 
Centers , Sports, Topicals, Minia ture Sheets, De Luxe Sheets. Proofs, Die Proofs , 
Rotary, etc., e tc. 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different 
countries as :-

Albania , Abyssinia, Belgium, Brazil, Canary Islands, Colombia, 
Congo, Croa tia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East, 
France & Colonies, Greece, Georgia, Honduras, Iceland, Ifni, Iran, 
Italy & Colonies, Latvia , Liberia, Lithuania, Monaco, Nicaragua, 
Paraguay, Poland, Romania, Russia , Saar, Salvador, Scadta, Spain 
& Colonies, Tangier, Tanna Touva, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

We will gladly make up specit'il offers or selections on approval. 
Please write countries, p rice range and specialties. I Usual 
references, please ) • 

We are also always buyers of similar material. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 Park Row New York 381 N. Y. 
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Fake Alcock-Brown Covers 

Since the stamp brings far less than when on a cover, obviously the temptation is 
great for a cover faker. H e can take a genuine unused copy of C21 which would cost 
less than $20 in the current market, affix it to an envelope, make a counterfeit cancella­
tion, hit it on the stamp, perhaps add another mark to simulate authenticity and write 
in an address. Thus a hoax is produced, which could be sold for $200 or more, netting 
the faker a handsome profit. But usually a faker is not that greedy. To more readily 
sell his imitations, he will cagily price them somewhat under the market to appeal to the 
"bargain hunter". It is this lesser price that first arouses the philatelist's suspicion. 
Furthermore, when a stamp o r cover, which has been very scarce for years, suddenly 
commences coming on the market at more frequent intervals (and at lower prices), some 
experienced collectors and dealers begin to suspect that something may be underhand. 

This has happened in England. '.\I r. A. L. '.\ l ichael of H . E. Wingfield & Co., 392 
Strand, London, England became suspicious about some Alcock-Brown covers being mark­
eted in his country. He had them closely studied, and his suspicions were confirmed. 
Alcock-Brow11 cotJers ltafJe bu11 falud. 

Thanks to l\ l r. l\ l ichael, he was kind enough to send an example of the fake cover 
over here, to have it photographed and then illustrated in this article, o that American 
air mail specialists may know of these fakes through this publication. Contact of some of 
the leading U. S. air mail dealers and auctioneers disclosed that to their knowledge no 
fake Alcock-Brown covers have appeared as yet on the American market. 

The fake cover is illustrated in the bottom of Fig. 1. Directly above is a genuine 
Alcock- Brown cover in the writer's collection and so authenticated on the back in the 
handwriting of Arthur Whitten Brown, the navigator. 

Comparison Of The Genuine And Fake Covers 

l\l any no doubt will wish to learn how to spot these fake Alcock-Brown covers. The 
two covers shown in Fig. 1 have different dates. The fake one is cancelled June 11, 1919, 
the genuine June 13, 1919. But tilt' dates are 11ot tlt e key. According to Dalwick-H armer, 
Alcock-Brown covers were cancelled June 10-11-12 or 13. So obviously the date on the 
fake cover was copied from a genuine cancel. 

What above that "Weybridge" (England) receipt mark of June 18, 1919 hit near 
the center of the fake cover? This does lead to suspicion, but is not final evidence. 
According to " the ' cwfoundland Air 1\1 ail" book: " the only mail backstamped upon 
arrival in EnJ!land on June 17, 1919 was that addressed to the London G. P. 0. '.\lail for 
the province usually was ="OT backstamped. with the exception of a small mail addressed 
to cotland". So the "WeybridJ!e" mark on the fake cover raises a question. 

However, !\ ewfoundland C2 was used on mail other than the Alcock-Brown flight. 
One shoul1I read Dalwick- Harmer's Chapter - on "the Handley Page '.\lail". As far as 
we kno\\, C2 on a Handley-Page cover has not been faked. 1t would be surprising to 
find one for an obvious reason. Handley-Page covers are worth far le•s than those of 
Alcock- Bro\' n. Yet a fake Handley-Page cover is not impossible, because now their price 
too is far. far more than the stamp C2. But as long as a faker is goinj?; to the trouble 
of takinj! a j?;enuine stamp \\·orth about $20 to mutilate it for use on a fake cover, he is 
much smarter to imitate the more expensive Alcock-Brown cover, so that he can make 
more moner dishonestlr. 

It is the \\ ritcr'i. opinion that the best way for one to recoplize a fake Alcock-Brown 
cover i" br studying the cancellations. This ha. been done br Fij?. 2, where the fake 
cancel enlarged i placed alongside the two genuine cancels. Figs. 2 and 3 shoulcl be 
closely examined. 

Dalwick- Harmer ''rote on page +7 of their very fine book the following: 
"\Ve have nut encountered any good fnr1,?eries of either the stamp or mail". 
Thi~ was published hack in 1953 and no doubt \\ ritten before that. This statement 

nO\\ needs amendment. (H. ;l/. G.) 
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AUSTRALIA 

"Herald" and "Pals" Semi-Official Air Mails 

This magazine in its April, 1954 number (AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, Vol. I, ·o. 4) 
on pages 113-15 described and illustrated two semi-official air mails of Australia (Sana­
bria i\ os. 503 and 504). As the author of this " little" article, we lmew at the time d1at 
we wrote it that it did not offer much information. This was another instance of an 
attempt to "smoke out" information through publication, as discussed in our April, 1957 
editorial. 

Further information has now come directly from Australia. The quarterly magazine 
of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria and the Royal Sydney Philatelic Club, Pliilately 
From II ustralia, in its June, 1957 issue on pages 58-6o offers far more details about these 
vignettes than our "little" a rticle did. Those interested in these semi-officials are advised 
to read this article. The final paragraph is quoted: 

"A writer in THE AERO PHILATELIST ANNAl.S of April 1954 suggests that the Pals and 
Geelong labels were printed in sheets of 20 (2 x 10) or 10 (2 x 5), but a Melbourne 
philatelist believes both Herald and Pals perforated labels were in sheets of four (2 x 2) ." 

The correction is accepted. Perhaps sometime in the future a full miniature sheet of 
one of these items will appear to confirm the belief of "a l\Iclbourne philatelist". It has 
happened before, and. therefore, may occur again. ( H . M. G.) 

We 8pecia/1:ze tn 

AMG 
ISRAEL 

POLAND 
TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 
Write for our price lists. 

ALL THE AIRLETTER SHEETS • AND I - ST DAY COVERS IN STOCK 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
Est. 1912 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 

A ero Pliilatelist l11111als 59 



Catalog Review 
Scotrs 195/l Sta11dard Postage Stamp Catalo9ur I' ol. fl. Published by Scott Publications, 
lnc., :'\cw York, I\. Y. 1300 pp. Cloth Bound. Price $6.oo. 

The air mail specialist can lift his head hij!:h when he look at the latest Scott catalog. 
This is best reflected in the general Press Releases that the publishers sent out with 
thei r latest edition. The heading read: 

"Scott' s 1958 l'ol. JI Catalo911r Shows 
11 irmails Reviud, JJ,588 New Prices" 

Then the text of this Release hegan: 
"Airmail stamps as a j?roup received particular attention in the editing and rcpncmg 

of the new Volume fl of Scott's 1958 Standard Postaj?C Stamp Catalogue, according to 
Scott Publications, the publishers. Prices of many airmails have been raised, and a total 
of 33.588 prices were revised in the entire 1,300-page book, which covers the issues of 
Europe, Asia and Africa. 

"Among the airmail , a few listinl? changes arc also noted : 
" In Lebanon a 1926 sernipostal set, =B13-16, was moved into the airmail camp as 

=CB1 -+. In Liberia, the three hi1?h values of the 19H-+6 provisionals were shifted to the 
airmail section as =C+6A, C+8A-B. 

" In Romania, the watermark position sets of 1928 and 1930, :: c1a-3a and C7a-9a, 
reassumed the major numbers of C+-6 and C10-12. And two Russian sets picturing air­
craft (di ri1?ibles of 1931-32, ::H1-+51 , and the Soviet Aviation Day overprints of 1939, 
::738-u2 ) were moved to "Air Post," bccominl? ::c15-25 and C76-76D." 

The restoration of Romania C+-6 and C10-12 deserves some comment, because it 
indicates an important recent change in the Scott listing policy. During the more puri­
tanical period of Scott catalog editorship (as we chose to call it) , sometimes major num­
bers of air mail stamps, that had been so listed fo r years and had spaces provided in the 
companion Scott albums, were either demoted to minor variety status or occasionally 
deleted. This reviewer in past AERO PlllLATELIST's publications questioned the propriety 
of this policy, pointing out that the main one hurt was the innocent collector. When a 
stamp is listed as a Scort major numbe r and has a space provided in the printed albums, 
many collectors will seek such stamps. Demoting them to a minor variety, at once removes 
a j!:Ood part of the demand and diminished the commercial value. It is this reviewer's 
belief that the present editors of Scott do not approve of such past actions and are doing 
their best to restore former Scott major listings. It is expected that when Vol. I is 
reviewed later this policy also will show in this part. This is something for which the 
present editors of Scott deserve full praise. 

It is not possible within the space requirements for this reviewer to itemize every 
point that warrants his approval or criticism in this 1958 edition. The big disappoint­
ment wa with the continued policy of still keeping the German I 11u/posts in the Tenta­
tive Listings instead of transferring them to page HO after Germany :\IC1 and ;\IQ1-3, 
where they properly belonir. 

Too many seem to forge t that Scott is a GENERAL cataloj?. They, therefore, tend 
to find fault mostly from a high-powered specialist's view. In the field of general cata­
logs. this reviewer ranks Scott among the top. And equally important is the marked 
improvement shown by each edi tion over the past few years. (H . Jl.I. G.) 

6o 

FOR A BOOK ON AIR 

See Page 44 

~IAILS 
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LATVIA 

Can You Identify This Stamp? 

Illustrated is one of the triangular air mail stamps of Latvia. Please study the 
illustration carefullv. It was made from an enlarged photograph. Do you have any 
<>Pinion about it? · 

A hint is offered. First of all, one should consult either the Sanabria or Scott cata­
lo~ . One will notice that there are rwo issues listed; one in 1928 with a line water­
mark and a 1931 with the infamous swastika watermark. Of course, one cannot determine 
the watermark on the illustration, so the question of watermarks can be disregarded. 

;\ext one must compare this illustration with some copies of the actual stamps. 
After this has been done, please drop a line to the Editor (a post card will serve), 

22 East 35 Street, New York 161 N. Y. of your opinion of this illustrated stamp. A 
good response is hoped for. Then at a future date the results will be tabulated and 
published. 

So test your philatelic knowledge. This could turn out to be a lot of fun for a lot 
of collectors. 

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS 
Simply fill in the membership Application on Page 63 

and mail to: 

.A tro Philateli11 A nnols 

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
22 h st 35 Sheet 

New York 16, N. Y • 
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AERO PHILATELISTS 

1957 OFFICERS 

Prtsidtnt STANLEY R. RICE 
Exu utivt Jlict President ----- ____ SAM RODVIEN 
First Viet Prtsidtnt -· LOUIS N. STAUB 
Stcrttary ---·---- ___ PHILIP SILVER 
ilssistant Stcrttary ----------FRANK GLANZ 
Trtasurtr __ ----------------·---BERNARD FINK 

DIRECTORS 

Class of 1957 

BERNARD FINK 
HE~RY M. GOODKIND 
LEO~ARD E. LIVINGSTONE 
SA:\I RODVIEN 
JULES L. WACHT 
SOL WHlTi\IAI\ 

Class of 1958 

RICHARD W . CANi\IA 
JOH;\ R. DILWORTH 
JACOB S. GLASER 
THO:\IAS A. i\IATTHEWS 
R. HASBROUCK SHRADY, l\l.D. 
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A~THOXY SCALA 
IRA SEEBACHER 
LOUIS :\. STAUB 

October, 1957 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

AERO PHILATELISTS~ 
22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, 

19 ....... . 

INC. 

. Y. 
I hereby apply for admission to membersh ip in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual dues of 

$5.00 are remitted herewi th and are to be returned to me if my application is not accepted. 

NAME ........ ............ .. .. ................ ........... ........................................... ............ .. .......... ............. . 

ADDRESS 
Street 

City, Town or Village Zone State 

OCCUPATION 

SPECIALIZI NG IN ...................................... ....... ..................... ............ .......... .. ............... ........ . 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE 

REFERENCES 

Each applicant is requested to furn ish two references preferably philatelic. 

Refere nces: 

1. NAME ··-········· ··· ···························· ·· ··· ········· ·············································- ···· ···-·· ············· ·· 

ADDRESS ······· ························-··························································· ·····-···-·····-················· 

2. NAME ............................................................ ... ... ... .......................................................... . 

ADDRESS ·· ····························-··--· ··· ·· ······· ··--·-·······----··---· ····· -·················· ·-·--············ ···· ··· ····· 

EXTRACTS FROM BY- LAWS, ARTICLE Ill- MEMBERSHIP 

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one, and 
who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for membership 
shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00. 

A rro Pliilatrlist L111r1a/s 
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DIRECTORY OF DEALER MEMBERS 
(Ll~ling Ha le 8 10.00 Per \ nnum Per Each l.o•tlue ) 

These Aero Philatelist dealers support us­
we shou ld patronize them 

BILLIG & RICH 
55 West 42nd St. 
New York 18, N. Y, 

L. W. CHARLAT 
180 Broadway 
New York 7 , N. Y. 

P. J. DROSSOS 
1 St. Denys Place 
Athens, Greece 

FATOULLAH & LAZAR 
116 Nassau St. 
New York 38, N. Y. 

GIMBEL'S STAMP DEPT. 
B'way & 33rd St. 
New York 1, N. Y. 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
6 West 48 St. 
New York 36, N. Y. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
108 Mass. Ave. 
Boston 17, Mass. 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
2 West 46th St. 
New York 36 , N. Y. 

F. W . KESSLER 
500 Fifth Ave. 
New York 36, N. Y. 

JOHN W . NICKLIN 
110 West 42nd St. 
New York 18, N. Y. 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 Nassau Street 
New York 38, N. Y. 

H. REICHENTHAL 
(" Mr. Aero-World") 
P. 0 . Box 870 
Miami 5, Florida 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., 
INC. 

521 Fifth Ave. 
New York 17, N. Y. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 Park Row 
New York 38, N. Y. 

I: 
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WATCH FOR THI§ §IGN 

E\•e r~ II. R. H.\ R ~IER general aumon catalogue contains . \ ir 

Po t material, :mt! the tin} S) mbol shown abo\·c is the one usetl 

to intlicate . \ ir Post lots. 

For e\'.ample our S1•f>/1'111/Jt r JO, Octoba 11 21 J (/llftion con­

tainetl o+ fine . \ ir Post lot , inclutling inglc rarities, Co\·er , com­

plete set , collections, · peciali1.eJ groups, proofs & cssa) s. etc. 

The auction of .Ym:1·111/Ja -1, 5, 6, 7 has a superb . \ ir Post 

cction with nea rl) a ll the stamp in immaculate conJition. . \ mong 

the rarities arc a usctl "Pinedo," "Co/11111/Jia" in mint contlition, 

two ". I 111t'lit1 Enrlwru," a ·. , . Beacon 5c Die P roof, anti many 

other singles ant! sets. 

I f )OU do not already rccei \·e our free catalogues, and you 

wish to bid '' ith th e certainty that the stamps ) ou hu) will be 
exact!) a tlescribcd, write now ior an :tpplic:ition fo rm. 

H 

F OR 
Rl\iER P lBLI'C 

' 0 R G J: lD 
J:O. 

c ~ 
"J [ odcru iH l'tliods of J>liilfltrlic I 
. l 11t1io111·1·ri119" explains how to 
sell your stamp to the best 
:ttl\·:tntage. 

111/ or:c to Buy at , / 11rtio11" gives 
iull details of the llarmer ~[ ail 
Bid , cn·icc. 

B T H . \ RE FREE 

11. R. llAR~IER!! In«!. 
The "Caspary " A 11ctio11eers 

Six West 48th Street New York 36, N. Y. 
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prefer 

SAN ABRI A 

The Air Post Catalogue 

1957 Edition 87.0 0 

• 
' ' 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC . 
• 

A. Medawar, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


