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EDITOR IAL 

The first advice to readers is to amend your programmes. The 
November meeting is on the 16th, not the 6th. The second is the date for the Silver 
Jubilee meeting. According to your Editor's diary, Saturday is the 18th., not the 19th. 
but the Union Jack Club think Saturday is the 19th. Whatever you might think the date 
is, we meet on SATURDAY. 

We are have been advised by Lambeth Council on the parking regulations around the 
Union Jack Club on Saturday afternoons. The whole area is within the North Lambeth 
Controlled Parking Zone and restrict'ions apply 08.30 to 18.30 Monday to Saturday. Be 
advised and exercise caution by parking on meters; some give free parking. 

What did you think of the new venue for STAMPEX ? The advantage of 
everything under the one roof was offset, for many visitors, by the indifferent, 
overpriced refreshments and the prevailing chill became obvious all too soon. To cap 
everything, it appears the nearby Angel tube Station does not open on Sundays, 
although it must be agreed there are many bus services passing. One can only hope 
the number of dealers attending gets back to normal for the Autumn STAMPEX. That 
glass roof on a hot day might do wonders for mint adhesives though. 

Several LPHG were seen at STAMPEX but enqu'tries as to what had been 
found yielded little positive response. One can only conclude there is some form of 
postal history black hole, into wh'ich the ränge of choice items of twenty years ago 
have disappeared. If anyone knows a Star Trek dealer with powers to go where others 
fail to reach, do let the Editor know. 
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PARLIAMENTARY MAIL 

T h e David Trapnell collection of British Parliamentary postal history, 

1790 - 1800 w a s offered through Cavend'ish Philatelie Auct'ions in their sale on the 

9th. December. Of the 4 4 lots offered, only 6 w e r e unsold. A s a record of this sale 

w e are reproducing the introduetion and lot description with price realised, these 

being entered in manuscript against each lot. 

Lot Descr ipt ion C A V E N D I S H P H I L A T E L I C A U C T I O N S L T D . Estimated 
No. Value 

THE DAVID TRAPNELL COLLECTION OF BRITISH 
PARLIAMENTARY POSTAL HISTORY, 1790 - 1990 . 

The Collection that is offered in the 44 lots that follow is a unique study of Covers posted from the Houses of Parliament 
(both the Lords & the Commons) during the last two centuries. Due to the surprising rarity of mail from Lords and M.P.'s 
that was actually posted from their"Houses' during this period, very few collections of this kind have ever been formed. 
However, David Trapnell has had both the necessary persistence and the patience to create and exhibit this collection, 
but it did take him more than twenty years.All serious collectors of British and Parliamentary Postal History now have 
the chance to acquire a whole ränge of rarities that have not been on the market for many years. David is going to con-
centrate his efforts on Iiis equally fascinating collection of early Uganda. 
The inost difficult hurdle for any collector of this material to tackle, is the famous group of "Houses of Parliament", 
"House of Lords" and "House of Commons" envelopes.These were issued during the hiatus between the introduetion 
of Uniform penny Postage and the eventual issue of the ld Black and 2d Blue, during the early months of 1840.This 
collection includes all three ld envelopes, as well as a frne example of the extremely rare 2d "Houses of Parliament" 
envelope. _ • - - _ . 
Less well known than these early Postal Stationery envelopes, but every bit as rare, are the prestamp 'HP' marks, the sim-
ilar "HP" mark of the 1840's, the inexplicably elusive "House of Commons" undated circle, the "Par. Pro" wrappers, the 
very rare "HP/1" cancellation of the later ld Red period, and the "H.C.S.W." postage due marks.This collection includes 
examples of all of these. In addition there is what is probably the finest study of the 20th Century mail of the Houses 
of Parliament that has ever been assembled. Even today, many of the Houses' marks, cachets and stationery are very 
rarely seen. My personal 'modern' favourites are the 1908 "express" cover and the 1908 Parcel Post label; I have not 
recorded any other examples.This could rightly be described as a collection of rarities. 

586 

587 

588 

E A R L Y LETTER F R O M T H E " H O U S E O F C O M M O N S " W I T H S C A R C E "FREE/P" L A U R E L L E A V E S 
M A R K ; 21 st M a y 1790 EL (f i l ing folds bare ly detract & with interesting Contents ref. C o m Law leg is la t ion & other 
par l iamentary proeeed ings ) f rom " H . of C o m m o n s " to Glasgow, with a fine purple str ike of the scarce encirc led "FREE/ 
P " mark with laurel leaves decorat ion chi the front. Plus a small coloured print of the pre-1834 Palace of Wes tmins te r . (2 
i t e m s ) . P H O T O 
EARL'Y " H O U S E O F C O M M O N S " LETTER WITH C A N C E L L E D " F R E E " M A R K ; Unusua l 2 9 t h j a n . 1807 EL 
(worn fold at foot bare ly detracts ) from the " H o . of C o m m o n s " to Buckingham with a very fine s tr ike of the elusive 
double ring " a p p l e " t ype " F R E E " c.d.s . of London on the front, crossed through in manuscr ipt & replaced by a " 7 " m/s 
charge ; presumably the letter was posted at the House along with many others that w e r e [ N X ] f r a n k e d b u t th i s l e t t e r wa s 
n o t f r a n k e d . P H O T O 
P R I N T E D " H O U S E O F C O M M O N S / F R E E F. F R E E L I N G " F R O N T , ETC . ; 1821 franked f ront f rom London to 
Sandbach with a par t l y pr inted address and headed " H O U S E OF C O M M O N S " (the rare forerunner of the 1840 
envelopes) , 1822 EL with m/s " O n Par l iamentary Business" above the address but not sent free, and 1807 EL from the 
" H o u s e of C o m m o n s " to Davent ry charged "7". (3 items). 

4 1 

< t \ o o 

£100 

£75 

£100 
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Lot 593 

in colour on the 
front of the 
catalogue 

To be posted at the Houses of P a r l i a m e n t o i i l y . ' ' 

P o s t . P a i d . — T w o - p e n c e . — W e i g h t not to exceed 1 o z . - ^ 

To be postet] at the I Emrsc.s of Parliament (mly. 

Post Paid.—One Penny.— Weight jiot to exceed | oz. 
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Lot 
No. 

Descript|on CAVENDISH PHILATELIC AUCTIONS LTD. 
Estimated 

Value 

589 T H E V E R Y R A R E " H : P " L O N D O N L O C A L P O S T M A R K OF T H E H O U S E S O F P A R L I A M E N T ; lCth M a r c h 
1825 EL f rom " T u l l a g h " ( in I re land) to "L inco ln ' s I n n " but sent unde r s epa ra t e cover to Wes tmins t c r (to an M P to 
avo id pos t age ? ) and posted in the Houses of Pa r l i amen t P.O. Rece iv ing Flouse w i th a v. fine smal l red " H - P " ( J av 
L560) on the f r o n t (crossed by a l ight fold which passes between the let ters) , beside a v. fine black h a n d s t r u c k "2"-
h a v i n g a fine red oval f r a m e d "4 EVEN. 4" d.s. of the 14th of March on the reverse . Endorsed "T (wo ) P ( e n n y ) P (ös t ) " 
above the address . On l y s ix examples of this m a r k have been r e c o r d e d . P H O T O 

h \co 

£600 

590 S im i l a r 31st J u l y 1834 Ent i r e ( m o u r n i n g paper ) to Lord Graves in Piccadi i iy w i th a near v. fine s tr ike of the " H P " 
m a r k ( J a y L560 ; 8 years l a t e r t h an recorded) on the f ron t wi th a black " 2 " n e a r b y and a "7 N I G H T 7" oval d s on the 
reverse . V e r y r a r e . P H O T O 

£500 

591 S im i l a r 15th M a r c h 1825 E.L. f rom the " H o u s e of L o r d s " to J e r m y n St ree t w i th a fine stri l ie of the " H : P " m a r k (Tay " t^VO 0 

L560) on the f ron t w i th a black " 2 " m a r k , h av ing an oval 15th March d.s. on the reverse . V e r y rare .PHOTO £500 

592 T H E V E R Y R A R E L A R G E " H . P . " M A R K USED A F T E R 1840; 26th M a y 1843 Ent i re to Ho lborn f r anked by a Id I , 
Red imper f . ( cu t into at top r i gh t otherwise w i th good marg in s ) tied by a v . fine black Mal tese Cross , h a v i n g a fine (if a ^ t S O 
l i t t le o v e r i n k e d ) s tr ike of the much ra re r " H . P . " m a r k ( J a y L560a) a longs ide , w i t h an "8 N T . 8 " d.s. on the reverse 

1S t h e ! a t e s t k n o w n da t e for an H.P. m a r k and it is the only example k n o w n to us tha t was used a f te r 1839 An 
i m p o r t a n t and spec tacu l a r Exhib i t ion p i ece .PHOTO ' £ 7 5 0 

593 T H E V E R Y R A R E " T W O - P E N C E " B L A C K " H O U S E S OF P A R L I A M E N T " E N V E L O P E - C O M P L E T E 6TH 
F E B R U A R Y 1840 U S A G E O F THIS E X T R E M E L Y ELUSIVE E N V E L O P E W I T H THE " T o be posted at the Houses 
ot 1 a r l i a m e n t only ./Post Pa id . -Two-pence . -We igh t not to exceed 1 o z . " W O R D I N G P R I N T E D A B O V E T H E 
m ? r ? * V I £ H O R I Z O N T A L LINE. O N L Y A H A N D F U L O F T H E S E 2D E N V E L O P E S EXIST IN P 

Ti\ P R I V A T E H A N D S , A N D T H I S E X A M P L E IS IN V E R Y FINE C O N D I T I O N ( M I N O R C R E A S I N G t\*> r r ^ O 
C O N S I S T E N T W I T H A N O R I G I N A L B U L K Y E N C L O S U R E ) . IT IS S I G N E D " C . P V I L L I E R S " (SEE N E X T « 
L O T ) O N T H E F R O N T A N D A D D R E S S E D T O T H E F A M O U S R A D I C A L P O L I T I C I A N R I C H A R D C O B D E N 
IN M A N C H E S T E R . ( W A T E R M A R K E D W I T H A L A R G E F I G U R E O F B R I T A N N I A IN A N O V A L ) T H E KEY 
PIECE F O R A N Y G R E A T BRITAIN, P A R L I A M E N T A R Y O R P O S T A L S T A T I O N E R Y C O L L E C T I O N (EX 
O S W A L D M A R S H ) . C O L O U R P H O T O - F R O N T C O V E R . u u t L H U N . ( t X 

594 S E C O N D D A Y U S A G E O F T H E 1D B L A C K H O U S E S O F P A R L I A M E N T E N V E L O P E ; 17 th J a n u a r y 1840 u s a g e 
ol the r a r e t y p e 1 (no l ine between the head ing & the address) "To be posted at the Houses of Pa r l i ament on l y /Post 
Pa id . -One P e n n y . - W e i g h t not to exceed '/20z." envelope addressed to M a n c h e s t e r and s igned by " C . P V i l l i e r s " (and 
the re fore f o r m i n g a r e m a r k a b l e matched pa i r w i th the prev ious lot). Sn. >11 tear on reverse bare l y affects the f ront & 
the f l ap has been s o m e w h a t d amaged , but sealed w i th a red wax " H O U S l O r / ( C R O W N ) / C O M M O N S " seal R a r e 
t hu s and a good ear ly d a t e . P H O T O 

i<\ CO 

£1000 

595 T H E TYPE 2 1D B L A C K H O U S E S OF P A R L I A M E N T ENVELOPE U S E D T O I R E L A N D ; 28th J a n 1840 usage of . 
the second t y p e l d env. ( w i t h the l ine between head ing & address ; some f au l t s inc. hor iz . crease t h r o u g h the head ing 4 ~ | 
w i th h inge r e i n fo r cmg at one end) f rom London to "Ba i l i eburgh , I r e l and" (in Co . C a v a n ) ; s igned " J o h n Y o u n g " on ^ 1 

the f ron t , w i t h a fine 30th J a n . 1840 Dubl in t r ans i t d.s . on the reverse. ( W m k . " J . RUMP/1839" ) . The f i rs t 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y envelope addressed to Ire land tha t we can recall hav ing s e e n . P H O T O 

QO 

£600 

596 T H E 1D R E D H O U S E O F L O R D S ENVELOPE; Local London 8th Apr i l 1840 usage of th is r a r e env . ( f lap lost & 
w i th closed t e a r a t left of address panel clear of text & m a r k i n g s ) to " C l a y e s s t r ee t " , u n u s u a l l y N O T S I G N E D by the 
sender , but w r i t t e n in the d is t inct ive h a n d - w r i t i n g of the Duke of We l l i ng ton . (Perhaps he k n e w that his w r i t i n g was 
well e n o u g h k n o w n for it to be as good as his s i g n a t u r e ! ) The text above the address is pr in ted in red; " ( T e m p o r a r y V 
To be posted a t the H O U S E O F L O R D S only./Post Pa id . -ONE P E N N Y . - W e i g h t not to exceed >/2 oz . " w i t h a l ine 
above the address . There is no c rowned " P A I D " c.d.s. , but a near fine local London post "1840/AP 8/P D/8Mg" 
oc t agon d.s. on the f ron t ins tead . Ve ry r a re ; s u rp r i s i ng l y few examples of the H o u s e of Lords envelopes have 
s u r v i v e d . P H O T O 

£3000 

597 T H E 1D B L A C K H O U S E O F C O M M O N S E N V E L O P E ; 7th Feb. 1840 local London usage of the env . (one side i 
f lap lost & w i t h hght ho r i z . fold) w i th the "PD/FE 7/1840/8NT" oc tagon d.s. in red on the f r o n t ; s igned by "G 
P r y m e " . A t t r a c t i v e . P H O T O 

£400 
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Turnpike Roads (Scotlaiul). 

To be posted at tho House of Coinmoiis only. 

Tost Pa id . - O N E P E N N Y.—Wcieht nottoexcecd \ oz. 

To be posted at tlie HSuse of Common« 6nly . 

Post Paid.—ONE P E N N Y . — W e i g h t not to exce«l ' |or . 

- / • 

9 

Tn he posted at the House of Commona only. 

Post Paid.—ONE P E N N Y . —Weigl it not to exceed * oz. 

All i l lustrat Ions are reduced size 
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Ucscription CAVENDISH PHILATELIC AUCTIONS LTD. i s t imatcd 

N ° ' Value 

£450 

£400 

598 S im i l a r 11 th Feb. 1840 u s a g e of the 1d black "Housc of C o m m o n s " env . to Manches t e r , w i t h a fine c rowned London 
" P A I D " d.s. , s i gned by " R o b e r t H y d e G r a y " . The t ype face and l a you t of the head ing d i f fers f r o m tha t of the " t -
p r ev ious l o t . P H O T O 

599 S im i l a r 11th Feb. 1840 u s a g e of the Id black House of C o m m o n s env . ( m i n o r ton ing & w i t h a closed t ea r t h a t affects 
the he ad ing but w i t h a b lack w a x " ( L I B R A R Y H ) O U S E O F C O M M O N S " seal) to " B e r r y N a r b o r Rec to r y , 
i l f r a c o m b e " (a v e r y r u r a l spo t ; this descr iber spent a h a p p y s u m m e r ho l iday there ear l i e r th i s y e a r ! ) w i th a f'aint 
London c rowned " P A I D " c.d.s. on the f ront . Not s igned but ini t ia l led by the sender . A g a i n t h e r e a r e s l i eh t 
d i f ferences in t h e h e a d i n g . P H O T O 

600 " T O O L A T E " M A R K O N T H E 1D H O U S E OF C O M M O N S E N V E L O P E ; 21st Feb. 1840 usage of this env. to 
Edinburgh wi th a v. fine red "Too La te" mark matching the v. fine piain London " P A I D " c .d . s . ; except ional usage L | J [ 0 

without the Off ic ia l Paid c rowned c.d.s. and with a Too Late mark . Signed " R . Alsager" Rare thus ^ Ei 00 
601 R A R E C O M P L E T E P R I N T E D PAPER SENT AT T H E S P E C I A L P A R L I A M E N T A R Y P R O C E E D I N G S RATE-

21st M a y 1845 EL consist ing of a 2-page printed "Turnp ike Roads (Scotland) B I L L " sent f rom London to Scotland & 
redirected, endorsed "Par ( I i amentary ) . Pro(ceedings) ." and so sent at the special rate; unpaid but on ly charged " I " & not IaIo 
charged for redirect ion. Very rare in complete posted condit ion. (With copy of related article in the P .H S maea/ine 
n o . 2 4 9 ) . P H O T O 6 ' ' 

602 T H E " P a r . Pro./To be Posted at the House of C o m m o n s on l y . /POST P A I D " H E A D E D W R A P P E R S ; R a r e 
comple te 1848 w r a p p e r sent to Derby w i th this pr inted head ing , w i th red m/s " 1 " and L o n d o n c r o w n e d " P A I D " - k l i O 
d.s . ; p lus s imi l a r 1844 " P a r . P r o . " w r a p p e r f ront sent to Aberdeen . Di f fe rent types . (2 i t e m s ) . P H O T O ^ ^ 

603 S i m i l a r t r io of p a r t l y p r i n t ed 1844/8 " P a r . P ro . " w r a p p e r s ; comple te 1846 w r a p p e r to S t o c k b r i d g e prepa id " 3 d " p lus 
pa i r of 1844/8 f r o n t s to Evesham/Grea t Y a r m o u t h prepa id " 3 d " and " 1 d " ( l a t t e r s igned " J o s e p h H u m e " ) . All w i th i - T l o 
London c rowned " P A I D " c.d.s . 's , but all w i th different t ype se t t ings . (3 i t e m s ) . P H O T O ' 

604 Simi lar complete 1856 "Pa r . P ro . " headed wrapper sent from London to Bi rmingham signed " R . Spoone r" with red m/s 
" 2 d " , e t c . P H O T O t \ l o O 

605 Simi lar 1878 "Par . P ro . " wrapper sent from London to Norw i ch with a v. fine " L O N D O N - O F F I C I A L / P A I D " c d s 
and red m/s " ' / " charge (presumably the rates had been reduced by this t ime), plus an 1853 " P a r . P r o . " front sent f rom i - i ^ O 
London to Scot land. (2 i t e m s ) . P H O T O ' £150 

606 L A T E R " P A R L I A M E N T A R Y P R O C E E D I N G S " W R A P P E R S ; Fine 1903 wrapper with " S W " c.d s and v fine blue 
oval cache tof the " H O U S E OF C O M M O N S / S P E A K E R " , plus 5 similar 1965-84 wrappers (6 i tems) P H O T O t ^ O E 7 s 

607 1D B L A C K C O V E R F R O M T H E SPEAKER A T T H E H O U S E OF C O M M O N S ; 13th j u l y 1840 envelope (vertical 
crease clear of s tamp, seal & marks) to Basingstoke, f ranked by a fine 4 margin l d Black ( T C ; plate l b ) tied by a near fine 
orange-red M . C . with a fine London "S" -code c.d.s. (a M o n d a y ! ) on the reverse; signed " C . S . L e f e v r e " on the front and 
sealed with a v. fine red wax "SPEAKER'S S E C R E T A R Y / H O U S E OF C O M M O N S " seal on the reverse. l d Black 
Covers from the Houses of Parl iament are seldom s e e n . P H O T O - t f ä Q £ 150 

T H E V E R Y R A R E R E D " H O U S E - O F - C O M M O N S " U N D A T E D C I R C L E ; 17th M a r c h 1848 Ent i r e ( in t e re s t ing 
Contents ref. the d a y ' s bus iness at the House inc. the i n t r o d u e t i o n of Incorne T a x ! ) sent to " C o r f u , Ion ian I s l ands" , 
p rep iad " 1/3" w i t h v a r i o u s t r ans i t m a r k s & rates on the f ron t . O n the reverse (across t h e j o i n ) is a mos t l y fine s t r i ke of 
the ex t r eme l y e lus ive " H O U S E - O F - C O M M O N S " u n d a t e d c i r cu l a r Rcce iv ing House m a r k in o r a n g e - r e d ink . Th i s I 
m a r k was issued in Feb 1843, bu t on ly this example and a J u l y 1853 example in black have eve r been recorded ; bo th are " U ^ 0 0 

on le t te rs sent overseas , so it is possible t h a t the m a r k wa s no t used on in l and mai l wh ich m i g h t exp l a in w h y it 
A n i m p o r t a n t P a r l i a m e n t a r y R a r i t y . P H O T O 

£150 

£200 

£250 

£150 

608 

so r a r e . 
£1500 

609 W A X SEALS, L O N D O N ' S " C O D E L E S S C R O W N " D A T E S T A M P S , E T C . ; 1848-56 g roup of Covers most ly with 
wax seals of the House of C o m m o n s , all with fine strikes of the elusive red (3; one with " * " at foot ) & black (4; two 
with " * " & two with " 1 " at foot) c .d.s . 's (Alcock & Hol l and figs.50/51) on the reverse. Recent research has shöwn that 
these datestamps were used on private letters originating from Government offices/buildings in mai l ings of mostly C w r s 
Off ic ia l Paid letters. Plus a normal ly posted 1846 E with ld reds (2 faults) w i th House of C o m m o n s seal, showing the 
normal double r ing, coded crown London c.d.s. (AH48 ) that was used on larger letters/packets. Scarce lot. (8 Covers). £150 

610 Simi lar group of 1853-81 Covers with House of Commons flaps/seals inc. one black "codeless c r o w n " c.d s (with " * " at 
foot) , spectacular & rare 1854 black wax " H O U S E OF C O M M O N S / L I B R A R Y " seal, etc. Usefu l lot. (8 covers). £

1 0
Q 

611 T H E "HP/1" C A N C E L L A T I O N ; 7th Apri l 1859 env . (pa r t Aap lost) to Dub l in f r anked by a l d Red " s t a r s " t ied bv a 
v e r y fine (for th i s ) s t r i ke of the r a r e Flouses of Pa r l i amen t " H P / 1 " mark w h i c h had only been issued on 23rd M a r c h 
1859. S u r p r i s i n g l y few examp l e s of th is cancel la t ion have been recorded. The f lap shows p a r t of an embossed j 
" ( H O U S E O F C O M M O N S ) / L I B R A R Y " dev i c e .PHOTO t ? > 5 0 £500 

612 T H E " H O U S E S O F P A R L I A M E N T / S . W . " D A T E S T A M P W I T H THE " H P / 1 " C A N C E L L A T I O N ; 19th Apri l 1859 
env. to Exeter wi th a 1 d Red " s t a r s" (corner fault) tied by a part ly off-edge but otherwise fine str ike of the rare " H P / 1 " , 
numera l , having a fine s t r ike of the rare matching c.d.s. (code " 4 " ) on the reverse. This c.d.s. is a lmost as rare as the 
" H P / 1 " mark i t s e l f . P H O T O £ 1 S Q 

613 T R A N S A T L A N T I C C O V E R W I T H T H E " H O U S E S O F P A R L I A M E N T " C .D .S . ; 5 th A u g . 1859 s tampless EL 
(posted in London but w r i t t e n f r o m B i r m i n g h a m ) to Ba l t imore , w i th a mos t l y fine s t r ike of th i s r a r e c.d.s. (code " 2 " ) 
on the f ront , and w i t h a second s t r ike on the reverse ; c h a r g e d 24c on a r r i v a l in New York w i t h a v . fine "19/ • i o . Ü f D 
C E N T S " a c c o u n t a n c y m a r k n e a r b y . The only such overseas u s age of this m a r k f rom the H o u s e s of P a r l i a m e n t t h a t 
we h a v e seen. V e r y r a r e . P H O T O £-,5q 

614 T H E T I N Y H O L L O W T R I A N G L E INSPECTORS ' M A R K S ; 1861-5 covers (4) each with a red " O F F I C I A L - P A I D / 
L O N D O N " c.d.s. on the front, all from the Houses of Par l iament or signed by polit icians, and eacli wi th a fine str ike of J - . 
this unusual Inspector 's mark 011 the front. This mark may have been applied dur ing spot checks of Off ic ia l Paid mai l . (4 I ^ O 
covers) . 

t - u ' . 
. . . / , a 4 r < 0 . 

- , ' 

~ . * 1 N-U* \ « -1. - • 

\ J. 

608 *J * 1 2 1 . 6 612 



Par. Pro. 

To be Poslcd at Ihe Himseof Commons only 
P O S T P A I B . 

Par. Pro. 
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Lot Descriptlon CAVENDISH PHILATELIC AUCTIONS LTD. 
N 

616 

Estimatcd 
Value 

615 EMERGENCY CANCELLATIONS USED ON MAIL FROM THE HOUSES Ol- PARLIAMENT; 1862-76 Covers 
(4) each bearing a ld Red tied by an unusual undated cancellation; vertical oval "11" , the "34" & "11" in lar<*e cycles of 
bars (Westley Fig.98), and the " 8" in piain bars (Westlev Fig.97); all have Flouse of Commons (laps, and it seems likely i 
that they were in the last late mail from the House seilt in the cvcning to the Chief P.O. and so specially cancelled for 4=* JO 
despatch the same day. Rare group. (4 Covers). £1^0 
R A R E EARLY USAGE OF THE " H O U S E OF C O M M O N S " C.D.S. O N REGISTERED C O V E R ; 26th May 1884 
usage of the 2d registered envelope to Lichfield (minor wear but with or ig ina l contents) with a ld lilac tied by a v. 
fine "REGISTERED/S.W.D.O." oval d.s., hav ing a v. fine strike of the rare " H O U S E OF C O M M O N S " c.d.s. (code L \ « 0 
" A " ) a longside. Very attract ive & one of very few such early Par l i amentary registered Covers that have been 
recorded .PHOTO £ 2 0 0 

617 Similar 18th March 1879 usage of the earlier 2d registered envelope to Edinburgh with a ld Red (plate 207) tied by an 
indecipherable vertical oval, having a near fine strike of the uncoded " H O U S E O F C O M M O N S " c.d.s. across the flap on 
the reverse and a v. fine "REGISTERED/LONDON" oval d.s. on the front. Rare .PHOTO £150 

618 T H E " H O U S E OF COMMONS/40" DUPLEX; 1888/9 pair of ld lilac Covers with mostly fine strikes of this elusive 
duplex, both coded "ZI"; one with original contents. t ^ O £100 

619 T H E EXTREMELY RARE ENCIRCLED "H.C .S .W./ ld" POSTAGE DUE MARK ON A LETTER TO LLOYD 
G E O R G E ; 22nd-23rd May 1890 long env. (sl ightly reduced at each end) f rom Wales to the House of Commons , but 
redirected back to Wales with a lovely strike of the "H(ouse of). C(ommons) . S(outh): W(est London) ." postage due 
m a r k nicely placed on the front. Only two examples of this mark (issued on 28th March 1889) have been recorded. 
Spectäcu la r Exhibition i tem.PHOTO 

620 THE EXTREMELY RARE ENCIRCLED "H.C.S.W./l '/ad" MARK O N A LETTER TO LLOYD GEORGE; Similar 
12th-14th April 1890 long env. (some wear & reduced at left) from London to the House of Commons with a l '/id 
Jub i l ee tied by a squared circle, but redirected to Wales with a very fine str ike of this understandably rare House of I 
C o m m o n s mark - the SOLE EXAMPLE RECORDED - on the front . An important Cover and a key piece for any 
Pa r l i amen t a r y Col lect ion.PHOTO £500 

r ' 6 1 9 j y -
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Lot Dcscription 
No. 

CAVENDISH PHILATELIC AUCTIONS LTD. Est imated 
V a l i . p 

621 

622 

623 

624 

£75 

626 

627 

628 

629 

£100 

S ^ O R M A L E N C i R C L E D " S W / ' A d " C H A R G E - M A R K O N A P O S T C A R D R E D I R E C T E D FOM T H E 
H O U S E O F C O M M O N S " ; 15«h Oer . 1890 '/,d brown p. stat. P C from L,verpool to the House , but redirected to 

u ™ c , f r ! h e a d o f f i c e m a r k W l t h a s u P P o r t ' n g " L O N D O N S . W . " c.d.s. on the reverse. W h y was 
the H . C . S . W , mark ( w h i c h h a d been issued in 1889 but h a s y e t t o b e recorded) not used in t h i s c a s e ' R a r e 
t h u s . P H O T O 
L A T E R - K E V I I P E R I O D - " H O U S E O F C O M M O N S " DUPLEXES ; 1911 P C & env. franked by KEVII 'Ad & Id 

s r Ä Ä s v ' f i n e strikes of the scarce "40"duplex'with "10 PM"& "7'3°PM"codes-Attraaive & dusive 

R E M A R K A B L E H O U S E O F C O M M O N S "EXPRESS" C O V E R ; Unstamped (i .e. cash pa ,d) iocal 17th Ju l y 1908 env 
House of C o m m o n s motif on f lap) to Grosvenor Place with a superb large oval f ramed purple " E X P R E S S " mark on the / 

front , bes.de a v. fine " H O U S E OF C O M M O N S / S . W . " c.d.s. with " * " code. Most attract ive and the first of ts k m d " t b o O 
that we have seen. Exhibit ion Q u a l i t y . P H O T O 
T H E R A R E H O U S E O F C O M M O N S " P A R C E L P O S T " LABEL, ETC. ; 5 th N o v . 1908 used e x a m p l e of the P O 
pr in t ed L O N D O N H M K / ( H o u s e of C o m m o n s B.O., S .W . ) " label f r anked by a KEVII 4d tied by the " S W D O " 
head Office ro l l e r cance l l a t ion , w i th a n e a r fine " H O U S E O F C O M M O l S/S W . " c .d.s . (code " » " ) a longs ide Even . 

/ . ^ V T - T 3 V e ° n e ° f t h e s e ! ! T h e first t h a t w e h a v e s c e n ' P l u s a n o f f -cent re bu t sound Q . V . 10/- g r e y - g r e e n T S ^ Q 

SG128) w i t h a r a r e 1882 " H O U S E O F C O M M O N S B.O./S .W." c.d.s. and a block of f o u r Q.V. Jub i l ee 1/ -g r eens 
(washed c o l o u r ) w>th v. fine l a rge r " H O U S E O F C O M M M O N S / S . W . " c .d .s . ' s . R a r e g r o u p . (3 i t e m s ) . P H O T O £250 , „ , t l l . . . „ . ^ M . j i , . i v / u j i . UI ^ u r a m m u i N 5 / 5 . w . C.Ü.S. s. K a r e e r o u n ! t ems l P H O T O 

625 R A R E F A N C Y " S P E A K E R / ( C R O W N ) / O F F I C I A L PAID/HOUSE OF C O M M O N S ' C A C H F l T A u r a c n v e ^ t h 
Ju l y 1913 stampless local env. with a lovely s t n k e o f this spectacular mark beside the red " O F F I C I A L P A I D / L O N D O N - t - I ^ O 

f /H C TU n hrrt aon ™ »L . . I T"»T T/̂VTT"/~v L 

two 

S . W . " c.d.s. The first example that we have s een .PHOTO 

O T H E R P A R L I A M E N T A R Y O F F I C I A L PAID MAIL C A C H E T S ; c.1890-1992 col lect ,on inc rare ear ly purple oval 

" H O U F o \ R r n 0 M M n ^ M n R L I ) A ^ F ^ T S / H 0 U S E O F L O R D S ' ' 1 9 0 8 S t a m P l c S S W l t h Speaker d c L ' t T f i n e 
C O M M O N S / 4 0 " duplex (code "8 .30PM") , and a good ränge of QEII period types (13 Covers) " 

1 H E L A T E R " F I O U S E O F C O M M O N S " C.D.S .& M A C H I N E C A N C E L L A T I O N S ; 1 9 2 M 3 group of covers with 
the double arc c.d.s. s & mach.ne marks used to cancel adhesives. Includmg a good ränge of official cachets, some Off ic i a l 1_ V\0 
1 aid types used in error (one amended in m/s), etc. Scarce lot (71 covers) ^ 

P A R C E L & REGISTERED M A I L , ETC. ; 1964-92 covers & a few parcel pieces, inc. 1968 " R E D I R E C T E D 
PACKET S form with a v. fine rare red boxed " U R G E N T M.P . ' S/MAIL" mark , 1991 boxed "Not in Par l iament/Not 
Known cachet on returned env., unaddressed 1971 env. with " C H A R L E S T A Y L O R /SPECIAL C O U R I E R 
/ X X X S E R V I C E X X X " 5d str ike label tied by the "SPEAKER" cachet, etc. Useful lot (19 i tems) ' 
T H E H O U S E S O F P A R L I A M E N T S T A T I O N E R Y C O L L E C T I O N , R E S E A R C H N O T E S , ETC • The balance of 
th.s remarkab le col lect .on inc. Q.V. to Q.E.II postal stationery and piain stat ionery with embossed House of C o m m o n s / 
Lords moti ls , pr inted designs, etc. Also some ephemera and a very useful group of research notes, cl ippings, articles etc 
all re iatmg to British Par l iamentary Postal H i s tory . Good nucleus for expansion. (62 covers ; plus notes cutt ings etc ) 

£75 

£100 

£100 

k s 
£100 

£150 

1 
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CARSHALTON C.S.O. STAMP 

In his book on Carshalton Postal Hlstory, 
Don Franks drew attention to at least two Twopenny Post 
stamps which had, quite clearly, been replaced at least 
once during their long use. From the few examples 
available it appears the "new" stamp was a replacement 
for one worn or damaged, that is, there is no evidence 
of any overlapp'ing of dates of use. 

It is now known this is not the case with 
the Country Sorting Office date stamps. As can be seen 
from the two (enlarged) photocopies alongside, the style 
of the lettering of the name is quite different. 4n 
part icular, the "0" of "CARSHALTON" Is - in 1843 -
rounded whereas the 1844 example shows a long, oval"0". 
Indeed, all the lettering in the 1844 stamp may be 
described as slim and tall when compared with that of 
1843. The position of the duty, MG and EV, is different 
and this is cause for comment later. 

Carshalton C.S.O. stamps are not common, 
their use, contrary to regulations, apparently being 
restricted for use on Bye Letters. Examination of four 
letters from 1838 and 1839 and eight letters, with dates 
between 1840 and 1849, shewed no C.S.O. stamp. 

/ 
!Q: 

Q 

v v t 
t* * 

M VT"-

V 
<y 

Of the four C.S.O. stamps listed below, three are to the 
same address in Croydon. 

These four examples may be listed thus : 

e t O 
f ^ „ ... . . . 

Date Duty Round "0" Oval 

2 FE 1841 EV j 

JA 12 1843 MG j 

OC 18 1844 EV j 

AP 3 1845 EV j 

A careful check using a tracing verifies the two round "0" examples 
have identical measurements for the Single ring rim. The position of the Duty is in 
the same position in the round "0" Version. Both these are evidence of the concurrent 
use of both stamps w'ithout one being reserved for a specific duty. G'iven the 
potential frequency of use discussed already, the need for two such stamps is far 
from clear. 

A draft of the original art'icle was sent to Peter Bathe who provided 
a number of very useful comments. 
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The apparent restriction by the Carshalton Receiver of the use of the 
C.S.O. date stamp to Bye Letters is, as noted, quite contrary to regulatlons. According 
to a notice issued on January 1, 1820 the rule was "This Form (when the proper Dates 
are flxed) to be m a r k e d on atl Letters put into Sorting Offices and all L e t t e r s for 

the Bye Post brought In from other Offices of the same district" (italics not in 
original notice:1).The term "Form" is Post Office speak for date stamp ! The earlier 
notice of 1811, issued on the introduction of the CSO stamps and the Bye Letter 
service makes no such inclusive regu lation. (Different versions of the notice are 
shown p.9 1 and p.9 z ) 

Carshalton was not made a Bye Letter Office until February 1837, 
there being an interesting footnote to the report which recomrnended the considerable 
extension of the facility "This arrangement...cannot be carried into effect until early 
in the ensuing year for the Bye Forms and Stamps must be prepared..."(p.37 z ) 

Peter also provided an explanation for the concurrent use of two CSO 
date stamps and a comment on the dating layout; the following paragraphs are a 
slightly edited Version of his letter. 

"The generally accepted view is that new stamps (of any type) were 
issued only as replacements for worn or damaged stamps. However, there were 
doubtless occasions when a replacement had to be issued when a stamp was "lost" as, 
for example, when a receiver absconded. There were, probably, occasions when the 
appointment was removed from someone as a result of a dispute with the Post office 
or when the Receiver died and the TPP had difficulty in regaining possession of the 
stamps to pass to the new Receiver. In such cases it would have been much easier to 
issue new stamps to the new appointee. Indeed, it may have become Standard practice 
to issue new stamps whenever a new Receiver took office (although perhaps not when 
the appointment was "inherited" by a member of the same f a m ü y as the previous 
Receiver. Although there has been no opportunity to make a detailed study across the 
whole of the TPP, on the face of it, the evidence at Woolwich tends to point that 
way. 

"If that were the case, what happened to the old stamps ? Some may 
have never been retrieved by the TPP; others may have been returned eventually and 
then treated as scrap or kept in störe as spares, possibly to be reissued at a later 
date. Some may have been passed direct to the new Receivers - for them to return ? -
and, of these, a few may have been kept as spares at the Receiving Houses themselves 
(although this practice was probably not encouraged by the powers that be). 

"George Norman was appointed Receiver in February 1842 - which is 
after the first quoted example of the "Oval 0" and before the first known example of 
the "Round 0". Could Norman have been issued with "Round 0" on his appointment and 
been given "Oval 0" by the previous Receiver? He might than have used whichever came 
to hand or applied them systematically. With so few examples one cannot judge. 

"Certainly there seems to be no significance to a day/month or 
month/day sequence for the movable type - putting in the correct date and getting 
the type the right way up were, presumably, more important than the sequence." 

Since Carshalton's C.S.O. stamps were not issued until February 1837 
and were - no doubt - withdrawn by 1849, this being the tatest year recorded in 
Jay, the need to record all examples readers either have or have recorded will be 
very useful. We might then expand the enquiry to other Offices within the Two Penny 
Post system to ascertain if differences in the stamps employed before and after 
changes of Receiver. 

1 "Postal History of Carshalton in Surrey" D.G.T. Franks 
H "The Bye Posts and Cross Posts of London" P.J. Bathe 
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MISSENT TO DEPTFORD 

The envelope has been trimmed by about one inch on the left hand 
side, possibly to destroy the recipient's annotation (e.g. Mrs Blogg's estate 
£xxx). Despite this, it appears the important stamps are complete. 

The penny imperf. is cancelled by the 1844 issue number 236, with the Dartford 
date stamp for JU 8 1852 (struck in blue) on the reverse. 

The MIS-SENT / TO / DEPTFORD in in blue, as is the town date stamp, 

dated JU 9 1852. 

The London Di st riet Post time stamp is for 12 Noon, also JU 9, 
(the usual red-brown colour). 

Can one make a reasonable sound speculation on the rout'mg of 
this letter or, more importantly, what prompted the Deptford Receiver to have a 
mis sent stamp made ? June 8th. 1852 was a Tuesday and was, presumably, posted 
late enough in the day to delay transmission to London until the following day. 
There is, clearly, no doubt about the address. Was it just thrown into the wrong 
bag at the end of a tiring day ? In any event, it arrives in Deptford, either 
too late for processing or the following day, where the ever ready Receiver 
applied the Mis sent stamp, thoughtfully for us, neatly to the left of the 
adhesive. It is re-bagged for London where it rece'tves the noon time stamp. 
According to the 1857 British Postal Guide * there were, at that date, just two 
despatches from Deptford in the morning, the second being 11.30 (from the 
Broadway): presumably the letter went off first post. 

What is so interesting is the reason for such a stamp at 
Deptford. The close spelling of Deptford and Dartford may afford a clue. Was it 
that mail addressed to the much larger post town in Kent was so frequently 
appearing in the Deptford bag, the Receiver - becoming weary of a lengthy 
manuscript endorsement - had this, possibly unique, stamp made. Ever concerned 
at just s'tngLe examples of such a desirable mark, news of at least one other 
would be very welcome. Assuming the speculation on the need for the stamp to 
reflect the position, it must be a Kent collector who has the confirming copy in 
the collection. 
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THE GREA T SIL VERTOWN EXPLOSION 

Comp Lied and researched by James Norris 

This has a personal connection. the writer of the five letters which 
start the article being the compiler's Grandfather. The terrible explosion near 
Woolwich Arsenal occurred on Friday 19th. January, 1917 made headline news in "The 
Times" the follow'mg day. 
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First hand experience of the disaster is detailed by the enclosures 
of the following covers. the correspondence is between Fred Balcombe, a gunner in the 
Royal Horse Artillery, stationed at Woolwich Barracks and his fiance Mi Iiicent Todd, a 
munitions worker at a factory in Aylesbury, Bucks. The letters give a graphic account 
of the destruction caused. The adhesives are the Id. red Profile Head issue of King 
George V with the envelopes displaying a good example of the language of stamps 
frequently used. An adhesive positioned at the top right hand side of the envelope, 
angled with the monarch's head facing downwards, conveyed the message "do you love 
me dearest?". The reply would, hopefully, have the adhesive angled with the head 
tilted back, meaning "a kiss". 

The first.letter was written on the same evening as the incident. 

January 19th.,1917 

Woolwich Barracks 'Q' Battery R.H.A. 

"There has been a terrible explosion not far from here tonight, but we couldn't get to it from here 
as it was across the Thames, but you could see it for miles around, it regulär shook Woolwich -
broke huridreds of panes of glass. We don't know what damage was done, but I will let you know more 
news when 1 wriLe again,.." 
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January 22nd., 1917 

Woolwich Barracks 'Q' Battery R.H.A. 

"Dear Hill, You know that explosion i told you about, it was at SUverto w n not far from here, It 
regulär shook all Woolwich, we thought the Zepps had come so we put the llghts out and soon got 

downstalrs, We thought the roof was Coming in. The sky was lit up for miles around - they say the 
fire is still burning now. It is a terrible thlng, there are three streets regulär in ruins. Some of 
our fellows say there was a factory with 500 girls and not one rescued. they are sending relief 
parties from here night and day to help remove the debris and get the bodies out. I shouldn't wonder 
that I have to go tomorrow - I should have gone today but i was on Zepp guard, they say the 
casualties are very heavy, but of course they don't put half in the papers. .,". 

Covers are cancelled by the Krag continuous impression machine "Woolwich S.E." 
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Woolwich Barracks 'Q' Ba t t e r y R.H.A. 

"I have had rather a hard week this week as 1 have beert working on the site where the terrible 
explosion was, It was a site to see - a perfect mass of ruins, but I will write and teil you more 
about it in a day or two,..,," 

10.15 PM 25 JAN 17 

WOOLWICH. S.E 

10. 45 

2 8 J £ M 1 ? 

j D J ^ t , 

OUf 

10.45 PM 28 JAN 17 
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Woolwich Barracks 'Q' Ba t te ry R.H.A. 

"1 have been over where that explosion was, three times this week, so you can teil 1 have not feit 
much like letter writing, It is a good hours walk from here, we did not know how to put one leg 
before the other last night, I feit absolutely done in, There are hundreds of sacks of c o m buried 
and burned at the docks and hundreds of houses completely wrecked. There is a boller there weighs a 
ton and a half, blown about 400 yards. It is a sight I shall never forget, The Salvation Army are 
doing good work for the homeless - It is a pitiful site to see the poor children, thelr homes are 
destroyed. I was speaking to a soldier that had been to the front - he said it is the very picture 
of ßelgium and Ypres and all around there. I could teil you heaps more but it would take too 
long, . , , " 

In 1915 TNT was most urgent ly needed for the war effort. Lloyd 
George, then Chancellor, and Lord Moulton agreed the disused Brunner Monds chemical 
factory in Silvertown to be used for the refinlng proces's of raw TNT into crystals 
for shells and bombs, despite being aware of previous explosions at three other TNT 
plants. 

11 n Sacreö flßcmor? of 

the 

VICTIMS of the G R E A T 

EXPLOSION 
in the East, End of London 

on Fr iday evening, J anua rv l f l i h , 1017. 

M A Y T B B I R S O U L S - R E S T IN P E A C E . 

With sincere sympathy to the friends and relatives. 

LIKE AN EARTHQU AKE, 

About seven o'clock a fire star ied a t a factory in 

the Eas t of London, ueur the r iv t r . which was em-

ployed as ref iu ing explosives, a few minutes after an 

explosion occurred which was attencTed by consider-

able loss of lifo. 

His M a j e s t y t h e King h a s made inquir ies a s 

to t h e e x t e n t of t h e d a m a g e and loss of life, 

a n d h a s expressed his so l i c i tude f o r t h e 

v i c t i m s and t h e i r f ami l i es . 

Lloyd George ordered an enquiry into the disaster but, due to the 
sensitive nature of the findings, put a forty year embargo on publication; the 
dreadful details emerged, finally, from the Public Records Office in 1974. 

The report showed there were 83 tons of TNT on site at the ttme of 
the explosion, despite only nine tons a day were manufactured and should have been 
shipped out on a daily basis. The TNT was made unstable by the presence of caustic 
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soda - previously rnade at the plant - though Lloyd George and Moulton did not teil 
the chenüsts In Charge about the earl ier Incldents of* whlch they were aware. 

King George V was at Sandringham at the time of the explosion and is 
said to have rung the war Office, having seen the red glow in sky over London. The 
shock wave ratt led doors and wlndows In St. Albans and was feit as far away as 
Cambridge. 

The final letter relating to the explosion was written on the 4-th. 
February : 

Woolwich Barracks 'Q' Battery R.H.A. 

"We have now finished 

going over to 

SiIvertown where the 

explosion was, I think 

we are not sorry 

neither as so many of 

us have caught nasty 

colds but still t 

dort' t mind going as 

were doing good work. 

I will teil you all 

about it when I come 

hörne " 

PM 4 FEB 17 

Original mourning card issued for a memorial service held near the scene 

1 4th.March, 1917 
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Silvertown Fire Station - Before and After 

o 

The Fire Station was at the junction between 
Fort Street and North Woolwich Road 
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mmmmm 

The damage to Fort Street 

The scene after the incident 
was likened to a battle field on the Western Front 
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The explosion completely 
obliterated the purification plant, 
leaving only two great craters and 
piles of furiously burnlng rubble. 
molten metal, bricks and hundreds 
of tons of earth rained down on 
the surrounding area, causlng 
enormous damage and many injuries. 
Every bullding with In a 400 yard 
radius was demollshed. Amazlngly, 
the Flre Statlon's high water tower 
was left standlng. 



MAP SHOWING THE LOCA TION OF THE INCIDENT 
SILVERTOWN NORTH OF THE RIVER THAMES: WOOLWICH TO THE SOUTH 
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Royal Artillery Barracks. 


