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PAPAL BLESS I NG FOR POLPEX 83 
Alfred Szebel, Chairman of the 

coming Po/onus Stamp and Coin Ex­
hibition received Pope John Paul ll's 
blessing for the s:>ciety activities 
and for a successful POLPEX 83/ 
M!LITARIA. The Honorary Committee 
of our International Exhibition in­
c'.udes prominent Poles, Americans 
of Polish descent, and friends of 
Polonus. This steadily growing list 
includes : His Eminence Archbishop 
Jozef Glemp, Primate of Poland; 
John Cardinal Krol of Phi'.adelphia; 
Wladyslaw Cardinal Rubin of Rome; 
Gen . L. Dulacki, U.S. Marine Corps; 
Gen . J. Piek'.ik, U.S. Army; Senator 
Charles Percy; Congressman Clem­
ent Zablocki; c .,ngressman Dan Ros­
tenkowski; Professor John Gronou­
ski; A'oysius Mozewski, President of 
PNA and PAC; and others. 

Polpex Publicity Labels 
W ith this Bulletin we enclose a 

sheet of our newly printed three­
color publicity labels. Use them on 
your mail to advertise our coming 
show. Additional sheets are avail­
able at two for $1 .00 plus a stamp­
ed self-addressed c n ve Io p e from 
John Bartczak, 10428 South Avenue 
'0 ', Chicago, IL 60617. 

Financial Sponsors 
With such enthusiastic support of 

Special Polpex cancel to be used by 
the US Postal Scrv·ce at their postal 
station at FOLPEX 83. Designed by 
Leon Kawecki. 

our Honorary Committee we appeal 
to our members for financial sup­
port of POLPEX 83. For $50.00 or 
more, you w:11 receive a beautifully 
crafted gilded medallion especially 
struck by Medal:c Arts of Danbury, 
Conn. Make checks payable to Po-
1::mus and send them to Mr. Stanley 
Rusin, Treasu~. Box 56148, 

Chicago, IL - 6065b 
So far we have four $50 donors. 

DR. EDWARD C. ROZANSKI 

ALFRED SZEBEL 

WALTER J. TRYBULSKI 

POLISH P.O.W. STUDY GROUP 
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U.N. FIRST DAY ISSUE 
The United Nations Postal Admi­

nistration notified us that their First 
Day of Issue of the Safety At Sea 
stamps and souvenir cards wi:I take 
place on March 18, 1983 at POL­
PEX 83. The UN will also provide a 
special rubber stamp cachet for the 
show and will maintain a counter 
for the sale of UN postage stamps 
and cards. 

HENNIG TO CHAIR JURY FOR 
POLPEX/MILIT ARIA-83 

Sud Hennig of Chicago has ac­
cepted the Chairmanship of the Jury 
of POLPEX/ MILITARIA-83. Mr. Hen­
nig has served on the Juries of 
many of our Polpex Exhibitions and 
served as Chairman of the 1979 Ex­
hibition. He is the Chairman of the 
American Philatelic Society Commit­
tee on the Accreditation of Judges 
and has served on many National 
and International Juries . He is Chair­
man for En~ries for the AMERIPEX 
1986 International Exhibition to be 
held in Chicago. He has assured us 
that he will preside at a Judge's 
Critique in wh'ch the Jury will ex­
plain why certain medals were a­
warded to the exhibits and offer 
suggestions as to how the exhibits 
might be improved. 

KAMIENSKI CANADIAN 
COMMISSIONER FOR 
POLPEX/MILITARIA 

Dr. Miet Kamienski has been ap­
pointed Commissioner for Canada 
for POLPEX/ MILITARIA. He w;II per­
sonally bring and return the Cana­
dian exhibits for those desiring this 
service. Canadian members can con­
tact him al: 26 Parkcrest Drive, 
Scarborough, Ontario, M 1 M 221. 

A prospectus and exhibit appli­
cation are available from him for 
Canada members. 

SUPPORT 
POLPEX/MILIT ARIA-83 

Preliminary costs for the Exhibi­
tion next March are running about 
50 to 100% higher than the exhibi­
tion in 1979. Inflation is taking its 
toll, and we have other costs which 
we did not have previously. For P.X­

amp'e, we will have to rent frames 
for the exhibits since ours are no 
longer in the kind of condition re­
quired for an exhibition of this ca li­
ber. The rental fee for 200 frames 
is $1000.00 plus cartage. Labor, 
materials, awards, and, of course, 
even postage, are up substantially. 
Do consider supp:,rl ing the show by 
be'ng a patron and receive the 
beautiful gold medal commemorat­
ing King Jan Ill Sobieski. 

SOCIETIES PLAN TO MEET AT 
POLPEX/MI LIT ARIA-83 

The War Cover Club will have 
their spring meeting at Polpex/ Mi­
litaria and have a special award 
for a War Cover Exhibit. The Po­
lish POW Study Group will also 
meet and offer a special award. 
O ther societies have indicated an 
interest in meeting during the exhi­
b ition which include the Hellenic 
Philote'ic Society, the United Na­
tions Collector's Club, the Czecho­
slovakian Philate1ic Society of Amer­
ica, and the Chicago A'r Mail So­
ciety. The American Ai r Moil Society 
is considering holding their regional 
meeting at the show. 

PLAN NOW TO EXHIBIT 
WANTED: Military and War Re­

lated Material, not only Poland, but 
any other country-Fieldpost, Occu­
pations, Plebiscites, KZ, Internment 
and POW Camps, Red Cross, etc. 
Entry forms available from John S. 
Bobo, 1668 Sycamore Street, Des 
Plaines, IL 60018. 

Polonus Bulletin, July-Aug. 1982 



THE POLISH COSMONAUT MYSTERY 
By GEORGE SPITERI 

Sir, I was interested to read in 
the May issue of Spaceflight (Space 
Report, p. 21 5) about the "Polish 
Cosmonaut Mystery" and the last 
minute change of stamps. 

It is worthy lo note that whilst 
Hermaszewski was training in Star 
Town prior lo the flight of Soyuz 30 
he was hospitalized with tonsolitis 
and underwent a minor operation 
(1 ). This could account for the fact 
that Jankowski may have been 
ready to fly as a prime crew mem­
ber of Soyuz 30, but Hermaszewski 
recovered and went into space any­
way. 

However, it is possible that Jan­
kowski may have been the original 
prime crew member and if so would 
have fllown with his Soviet comman­
der, Valeri Kubasov (2). 

The possibility remains that Jan­
kowski fell or was injured and was 
rep I aced al the I as t m omen t by 
Hermaszewski and his Soviet com­
mander Klimuk (similar to Swigert 
replacing Mattingly prior to Apollo 
13 in 19701, and hence the change 
of stamps. This would be well with­
in Soviet practice as in 1980 Ryu­
min replaced Lebedev prior to the 
Soyuz 35 flight to Salyut 6 (3). 

Kubasov was then given a flight 
aboard the next available Inter­
cosmos mission with Farkas in May, 
1980 aboard Soyuz 36. The Soviet­
Polish mission may not have been 
the only flight flown by a back-up 
crew; the Soviet/ Romanian flight 
appears to have been flown by the 
back-up crew of Popov and Prunariu 
rep:acing Bykovsky and Dediu (4). 

This poses the possibility that the 
Soviets issue photographs of the 
back-up crew together and then in 
the event of them flying announce 
that they are the prime crew In­
deed there are several photographs 
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of Klimuk and Hermaszewski to­
gether whilst training at Star City 
(5), and in the British press at the 
time of the mission of Soyuz 30 (6). 
I have several photographs from the 
Polish Embassy in London of both of 
them with their families at Star City. 

The Soviets did the same with 
Popov and Prunariu (7) and Popov 
and Ryumin (8). 

Finally, ii is worth noting that 
Hermaszewski is now in the Polish 
military government (9). 

REFERl:NCES & NOTES 
I. Spaceflight, Feb. 1979, p. 60. 
2. Spaceflight, Mar. 1979, p. 1 29. 
3. Ryumin was not a back-up; the 

Soviets opted not to fly the back­
up crew but to simply replace Le­
bedev with an experienced cos­
monaut (Ryumin) to fly with Popov 
on his first flight. 

4. JBIS, Feb. 1982, Correspondence 
p. 95. 

5. Spaceflight, Mor. 1979, p. 132. 
6. The Times, June 28, 1978. 
7. Spaceflight, Apr. 1982, p. 115. 
8. Spaceflight, July-Aug., 1980/So-

viet Life, Apr. 1981, pp. 30/31. 
9. The Times, Dec. 14, 1981. 

Reprinted from Spacefligh~. Oct. 1982 

PROGRAM MEETING NOV. 26 
" The V-Moil of the General Gov­

ernment" will be the topic of a slide 
presentation by Thomas J. Gobby at 
the next Polonus meeting :o be held 
on Friday, November 26th, 1982 at 
SWAP Hall. Refreshments served af­
:·er meeting. 

DECEMBER MEETING 
Because Christmas Eve falls on 

the fourth Friday in the month of 
December, our meeting night will be 
moved up to Friday, December 17th. 
A program meeting is planned. 
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HELP - MILITARY 
ARTICLES NEEDED 

We have a desperate need for 
original articles on any aspect of 
Military Philately. Articles will be 
needed for the Bulletin, the Exhibi­
tion Progra m, and the philatelic 
press. Never has there been a bet­
ter time to try your hand at writing 
an article, and never has the need 
been so great. Send them to the 

Publications Chairman. 

POLPEX 83 COMMITTEE 
Executive Chairman : Alfred Szebel 
Secretary: James Mazepo 
Entries : John S. Bobo 
Bourse: Mark Issac 
Finance: Stanley Rusin 
Ads & Patrons : Chester Schafer 
Art: Leon s. Kawecki, Alfred Szebel 
Exhibits & Set-Up : John Bartczak 
Soles : A. & F. Rybarski, A . & W . 

Lewinski, John Bartczak 
Awards: Alfred Szebel 
Publicity: James Mazepa, Romon H . 

Strzelecki, John Bartczak, 
Alfred Szebel. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Doniel W . Rutkowski 

13261 Westminster 
Sterling Hts., Ml 4B078 

David Nelson Vigo 
3035 Jacob 

Hamtramck, Ml 48212 
John B. Chomiuk 

220 Newfield St. 
Middletown, CT 06457 

Richard M . Jepeol 
3 Short Street 

New Britain, CT 06051 
Michael M. Dziewulski 

161 Broodmere Rd. 
Stratford, CT 06497 

Frank J. Karwoski 
2157 Hallmark Dr. 

Gombrills, MD 21054 
Casimir C. Klujsza 

R.D. # 1, Box 202B 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
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STAMP MARKET TIPS 
By JOHN G. ROSS 

After the end of World War I 
and the collapse of the Russian Cza­
rist regime, Poland became an inde­
pendent country and issued some 
very interesting and definitely worth­
while Jssues. You shouldn 't fail to 
odd them to your collection. During 
World War II, Poland was overrun 
by Hitler's army and again it lost its 
independence. Following World War 
11, it become a sattellite of the Rus­
sian empire and began issuing far 
too many stomps. Most collectors 
have given up trying to keep up 
with all these new issues, but now 
and then there ore stamps which 
you shouldn't pass up if you have 
on opportunity to buy them. In May 
1954, the Polish Philatelic Associa­
tion met in Warsaw and in comme­
moration of that event a miniature­
sheet of 5 Zloty was issued, Scott 
No. C34. This sheet was issued in 
green, but a small amount, a little 
over 11 ,000 sheets was issued in 
blue. It was offered for sole only at 
the stomp show, and was sold out 
in no time at all. Scott mentions 
this sheet in a footnote below C34. 
Officially it was not good for post­
age, but I hove seen several covers 
of the sheet sent on registered mail 
to this country. Scott prices the blue 
sheet for $150.00, the Germon Mi­
chel lists it for Mork 800.00 which 
is about $320.00. If you con find 
this sheet somewhere offered for a­
round $100.00, buy it. It is scarce. 

Roprinlod from ST AMPS of 9 -4-82 

WINNER'S CIRCLE 
JAMES MAZEPA - Reserve Grand 

Award, INDYPEX Gold Medal and 
American Air Moil Society Award 
for Best Air Mail Exhibit, for Air 
Posts In Poland to 1939 at INDY­
PEX in Indianapolis, a Nation a I 
Stomp Exhibition. 
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The V-Mail of the General Government 

by Thomas J. Gob by 
World War II spawned a number of 

famous and memorable symbols. One 
of the most famous symbols was the 
use of the letter "V" to symbolize 
"Victory." Most people remember and 
associate it with England, the United 
States, and their allies. 

The use of the letter "V" to sym­
bolize victory generally is attributed to 
Winston Churchill, England's indom­
itable prime minister. However, credit 
belongs not to Churchill but to a 
Belgian refugee, Victor de Laveleye, 
who made shortwave broadcasts from 
London to his occupied country. 

De Laveleye urged his fellow citizens 
in occupied Belgium to inscribe the let­
ter "V" for Victoire in public places as 
a gesture of defiance against the Ger­
man invaders. The letter "V" was very 
versatile: In Dutch it stood for Vryheid 
(freedom), in Serbian for Vitestvo 
(heroism), and in Czech for Vitezstvi 
(victory). 

In addition to de Laveleye, Colonel 
Britton, a British broadcaster, also 
urged his listeners in the Nazi-occupied 
countries of Europe to adopt the "V" 
as a symbol of defiance against the 
German occupier. Its Morse code 
equivalent (dit-dit-dit-dah) was tapped 
out in door knocks, on car horns, and 
even with train whistles, and Bee­
thoven's Fifth Symphony became a 
popular request because its first four 
notes echoed the code. 

Before long, V-signs were seen and 
heard in towns and cities across oc­
cupied Europe. The Poles took to it 
with gusto, and in the late spring of 
1941 Warsaw was virtually blanketed 
with thousands of V-symbols. 

The German occupiers were furious, 
but not qui~e able to cope with this 
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(Reprinted from' APS Journal) 

Fi111." J_ PoJtc•rd of tit, To-.n JioU Clod Tow,, u, l(fftoti. 
#onrttJ -ult • bilur,-,,.1 (Pol.lJJt.lJ,,.,,..,.) ... .u,n. Tlrr CMtUlll,oo,, 
commnnora11s tit# Jl,Jt Mffl~rruu,· of rltr \o:, port) ,,. tit, ~.G. 

demonstration of audacity and courage 
on the part of the Polish population. 
Dr. Goebbels, the Reichminister of 
Propaganda, decided to turn the trick 
against the English and appropriated 
the V-sign to symbolize German vic­
tory. 

\\fl O •wt• ch I a• Cl alt gt 1n all en rron1tn 

VJ 1Y)'<l:,rtwa 1 • •• I tc u WllJlll:lcl f'lolllld 

\\ODEUTSCHLAND SlfGT 
WAN ALLEN FRONTEN 

V Zwyot ;l•a n1t1111ttk1t f 
na •1ry1U11ch lronl,ch • 

F~r, 1. Tio, t/trtt V-uo,.,u Nf>O"ttl to 
d•tt. Top: bllut1110I (~rman-Polult); 
untn: <inwtM: bo11om: PolhJt. TNIUM­
tloA for oil: "Gm,,any II Victorious on AU 
FronlJ. •• 
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Goebbels reasoned that Germany 
was the only victorious nation at this 
time. Czechoslovakia, Austria, Po­
land, France, Belgium, the Nether­
lands, Denmark, Norway, and Greece 
were under German rule. Hungary and 
Romania were in the German camp, 
Crete was successfully invaded and oc­
cupied, and the German army was in 
North Africa and Yugoslavia. More­
over, the German army had invaded 
Russia on June 22, 1941, and its early 
successes added to the headiness of 
Goebbel's reasoning. 

The Reichministry of Propaganda 
feverishly went to work to incorporate 
the V-sign to its own purposes. Post­
ers, signs, and monuments using the 
V-sign and V-slogans were manufac­
tured and erected in cities and towns 
across the General Government (Po­
land). 

POSTKll■H . . 
.. , ;· : 1 

~­
' l .. ~ 

., ,. I .,,.,. 

ll!. ' "- -l«o I t:... 

: -c..~lli.., .. 
I . 

,,_, ;,U., J a. ; ,,., 
~::... 

fi1uu J. V.6. postol cord posud 01 D111uthl Prumysl on July JP. 
/941. &,nd Y-J/o,,,,. (opproxlmatrly JS mm by 9 mn,J IA b/Mk 
lnlc, m«hln1 rolU'r c,nsor conc,I and bond "2#" c,nso, morlc 
app&d 01 Fr,m4/lllll '1tu11. " Ei,,111'4/trt Am ~"4lttr" /"d/sp,u­
chM from o cou.nt,r' 'J sJ1nlfln complllutu with rMln/or moJJ uni 
10 Mlll"'1 tUUlo,u; ,., .. RJCh mail hod to fH potltd Ill,,., post ojjk, 
countt't' t111d th, undn lvla ta _wbmll an o/Jkial ld,ntily cud. 

The resourceful Poles soon took 
their revenge on the German use of the 
symbol. The slogan "Deutsch/and 
Viktoria" ("Germany Victorious") 
was changed to read "Deutsch/and 
Verloren" - "Germany is Lost!" 
Another slogan, "Deutsch/and Siegt 
an Allen Fronten" ("Germany Wins 
on All Fronts"), needed only one letter 
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changed to make it "Deutsch/and Liegt 
an Allen Fronten" - "Germany Lies 
on AJI Fronts." 

Signs and posters that were not 
altered were defaced by bein~ painted 
over by members of the underground. 

!ti OT A I 

"'"""-········--...,_, "IOTA.llt.az. ........... ......,. .,....... .......... 

Fil'"' 4. Postal cord posttd 411d '"'1iJftl ... ;,111n TAnrow, Jwly 11. 
IHI. n., ·•v•· ls o.pproxim•ulJ' 4$ mm ouou and U mm ltltlt. 
/;.Munpl,n of thl.s "'°'klnl 1,r, 4-11own III both bl«k a,rd vloM't lnA. 

In a daring move, an elaborate 
V-monument erected in Saski Square 
in Warsaw was firebombed and de­
stroyed. Such was the fate of this prop­
aganda until it either was relocated to 
places out of reach of the citizenry, or 
fenced and posted with sentries (Figure 
I). 

The Germans missed no propaganda 
opportunity, and also incorporated the 
V-sign usage into postal cancellations 
and markings in the Reichpost, Feld­
post, and Netherlands, Norway, 
Bohemia-Moravia, and Poland-GO. 

--· ___________ ,t 
... ... ..,. _.., .. ~..-- ......... ...... 
:....~ -,·- .......... ---- • ---.... i.,. ...._.. 

•' V • • .. ~-;,,- • 

-
Fltwrt J. Rntru of ,n.,.loJH trUJd, of scrap P"Pff ond postttl from 
co11,, 111 Llanow, Octob#r JJ, /UI. Tltt .. y .. lit blod ur4 iJ .,,._ 
pro.xlmattty 11 mm a,c,ou and /J mm ltlzlt. 
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To date there are no known or re­
ported special "V" postmarks for the 
General Government. However, all 
post offices and some postal agencies 
are reported to have been issued rubber 
handstamps which had the letter "V," 
or "V" and a slogan in either the Ger­
man or Polish language (the slogan 
stamps appear to have been machine­
made). 

Ostensibly, these rubber stamps were 
to be used on letter mail only, although 
examples on postcards have been 
found . Primarily used as progaganda 
directed at Polish citizens, these mark­
ings also were applied to mail from the 
G.G. to other countries. Mail with 
these markings to Germany generally is 
considered to be in the nature of 
"courtesy" marks. It also is reported 
that all mail sent to Polish prisoner-of­
war camps received these markings. 

Flprr ,. Rn/ •• ., .. (cpproxbrwttly JJ mm by 11 MJ'f'I) on Wun 
,_,,,,t,d ot H'lon«ow«. July 1J, IHI. R,rlury #1/HI lndlutn 
"Xruocut .. 111 """d lttt«inl, ••Kras0<UI uM Wlosi.c::on" In 
viokl JO mm by JJ mm boz In lo,rn l#Jt com,, ls o p<>.Jtlll •tnrty ,.,..,.,,.,_ 

The V-only stamps range from 
clean, clear type slugs to rather crude 
devices apparently hand-cut from rub­
ber or a similar material. 

If one looks for G.G. covers with 
"V" markings, he will find quite a 
search ahead of him; this material is 
rather scarce. Mail between Polish 
citizens within the G.G. was limited, 
and most Poles usually destroyed such 
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covers in gestures of defiance against 
the hated propaganda efforts. But, sur­
viving material today is worth the ef­
fort of the search. 

~ ~ ... 
I "- "' 

~~-..c... · 
~--~x, .... 
~.....,(.; 

. , 
\ ' 1 • -

., .- ' · 

Ft111rt 7. Vloltt ··v·· (opp,oxilnll1tly JJ mm 11croJJ ~d 1$ mm 
lt"hJ Olt /.ni,r po11rd /ram K1dow, Au1us, ,, 1'41: ~msor 1ap, 
111Jd ,,.,,dslomp oppl#d ot fr01'k/urt/Movt. 

Types 
Slogans have been reported in three 

types: 

1. The letter "V" with a slogan in 
both the German and Polish lan­
guages, in a horizontal format. Trans­
lation: "Germany is Victorious on All 
Fronts" (Figure 2, top). 

2. The Jetter "V" with a slogan in 
the German language, in a boxed 
frame horizontal format; translation as 
above (Figure 2, center). 

Fi111rr I. Cn1d, •• Y'' (1Approzhnottl> 11 mm « ran 1111d JJ mm 
ltitltJ In blod "'' on l#tttr poJJttl from G/010.,,,,, Au111J1 /1, 1941. 

---------
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3. The letter "V" with a slogan in 
the Polish language, in a boxed frame 
horizontal format; translation as above 
(Figure 2, bottom, and Figure 3). 

There seems to have been no special 
protocol for the application of these 
slogan stamps. Covers and postcards 
that I have seen have them applied to 
the face. 

V 
FIJ11r# 9. fllowr .. ,,. .. (11.J mmocross, 11 mm lr11hJ on llu,r postrd 
from P#trl.Jt~. A111u.u , , IHI. 

V-Marks 
By the present time, no complete list­

ing of these markings has been made; 
however, a General Government study 
group in Hannover, West Germany, is 
in the process of cataloguing all known 
varieties. Included in their study will be 
a listing of the types and their 
characteristics and dimensions, color 
of ink used, date of cancellation, and 
the town. Figures 4 through 9 show 
some of the many varied types of these 
V-marks. 

Dates of Usage 
The majority of items with either the 

V-slogan or V-mark that I have seen 
have had cancellations applied during 
July, August, and September of 1941. 
Some few items have been noted with 
cancellations through December I 941, 
though some items have been reported 
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with dates in the early months of 1942. 
One reason that one does not encoun­
ter many covers with these markings 
after 1941 is the fact that the German 
army - like Napoleon's - came face 
to face with the Russian winter, which 
arrived early in 1941, in October. From 
that time onward, the victorious ad­
vances of the German army turned into 
a stagnant, then receding front. The 
occasion for V-slogans and marks 
seemed to have passed. 

Cities and Towns of Use 
As mentioned, no listing exists that 

identifies all of the cities and towns in 
which such mail received these mark­
ings. To judge from material seen or 
reported thus far, mail in the larger 
cities of Warsaw, Krakow, Radom, 
Lublin, etc., received such markings. 
Smaller towns and villages such as 
Glogow, Krasocin, Ulanowie, 
Wloszczowa, etc., all have been report­
ed with V-type stamps. 

Forgeries 
While no forgeries of this material 

have been reported to date, it is not im­
probable that such items exist. Before 
acquiring such material, the collector is 
urged to compare it to known genuine 
items, particularly those of the slogan 
variety. 

I hope this article gives the collector 
an idea of the background of the 
V-marks of the General Government. 

V- Deutschland siegt 
on alien Fronten 

V- ZwycJestwo Niemiec 
no wuy,tkich frontach 

DO YOUR SHARE! 
PARTICIPATE IN 

POLPEX 83/MILITARIA 
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HALVED OR TORN? 
By STANLEY KRONENBERG 

Illustrated here are the front and 
back of a cover which was moiled 
on August 25, 1947 from Brzozow, 
Poland to the USA. 

of these stomps. There is also the 
possibility tho! using the poor per­
ter tore stamps in halves on purpose 

On its front is the 
right half of the 
blue 2 zloty stamp, 
Scott No. 371, tied 
to the background 
with the Brzozow 
cancellation. 

The question aris­
es if this 2 zl. stamp 
is "halved" for use 
as a 1 zl. stamp or 
if it is just o very 
badly torn 2 zloty 
stamp . This ques­
tion can be answer­
ed as follows: 

On August 25, 
1947 the postage 
required for this let­
ter was: Foreign 
Postage - 10 zloty, 
plus registration -
15 zl., totaling 25 
zl. This is confirmed 
further by a "25" 
written with o red 
pencil on the en­
velope by the post­
most er under the 
violet 3 zl. stamp 
(visible when hold­
ing the cover a­
gainst o strong 
light). The postmas­
ter thus received 

2 !! 1/C /I y/' //, 

(%vnqc ',J ..//; 

t,uU?Z / 

/'"°" f. !J}l I ✓ u ,-:,c 
;'/) (/ 

/~1u: W ,>ouu 

-<H(I. ~( f Ot-<)tfty 

~ - f'?~{'J~rtd­

( F _<-~'~ J l? 
14 I - .J ,,,;;,10( ''l•f 

tr .. _.., 

from the mailer 25 zl. in cash and 
then affixed the stamps whose total 
nominal value was 25 zl. including 
the full value of the torn in half 2 
zl. stomp. Therefore this is not o 
halved stamp on cover, but only o 
badly damaged stomp. 

te tore sttomps in halves on purpose 
charging customers the full face 
value for each half, supplementing 
thus his income. 

The tearing in two could be ex­
plained by poorly mode perforation 
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NEW MEMBER 
Glenn Matthew Romski 

1524 W. Edgerton 
Milwaukee, WI 53221 
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A BRODY TRANSIT MARK OF 1803 
THE ENVELOPE by James Mazepa, THE LETTER by Ryszard Poddubiuk 

THE ENVELOPE The letter originated in Pa ris 
The years between the Third Par- where it received a red " P. Paye 

tition of Poland in 1795 and the Paris" (Postage paid at Parisi. The 
Council of Vienna in 1815 is pro- meaning of the red crayon "#" in 
bably the least explored period of the center is unknown to me but it 
Polish postal history. Since Poland could indicate that the postage was 
as a sovereign nation ceased to ex- indeed collected, or it may indicate 
ist, the postal history of this period some kind of routing. The letter is 
is bound-up with that of the occu- addressed to Count Szarzkiewicz, 
pying powers of Russia, Austria, Knight of the Orders of Poland, who 
Prussia and the presence of the resides "in the State of Russia." 
French inspired Duchy of Warsaw Transit towns are noted which car-
and the Napoleonic Grande Armee. ried the letter into Galicia at Lem-

In the Austrian occupied territo- berg (Lwow) and on to the border 
ries, postmarks fell into disuse after at Brody into Russia and the Ukrain-
1795 until after 1815. During this ian town of Stary Konstantinow, 
period, manuscript marks of dis- and on to its destination. As the 
patch and transit are found, even letter passed from Austrian territpry 
though they are the exception rath- into Russian, the postal clerk noted 
er than the rule. One such example the Austrian transit in red, " Brody 
from the town of Brody is shown and posthorn." 
here. What makes this mark un- THE LffiER 
usual is the addition of the "post- The letter carried in the envelope 
horn" to the town transit. described by Mr. Mazepa contains 

n. V e 
'f/;JlmtJmw 

, ,,,,,f;CLI • 
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- ry,, ///tfl~ 
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some first-hand information about 
post-revolutionary France by a Po­
lish ex-patriot. Some license has 
been taken in translating due to the 
difficulty of the French of this pe­
riod, but I trust the sense of the let­
ter has been preserved: 

Dear Count, 
As we anticipated, in the interval 

since the last letter and my journey, 
Mr. de Montesson has again 
changed his m;nd. His fortune some­
what re-established, and his mar­
riage to o charming woman, has 
persuaded him to settle irrevocably 
in Fronce, but he finds himself in 
great difficulty when it comes to 
either the recovery of his money or 
giving you the satisfactory release 
for the deposit that hos remained 
in your hands. He wrote to me re­
cently slating that he has written 
and delivered to you promissory 
notes for this sum, but fears that the 
receip t you hove given me may be 
on obstacle to reimbursement. He 
pleads with me, Count, to send a 
word to you, assuring you that you 
hove absolutely nothing to fear as 
far as his honoring these promissory 
notes. As soon as we learn that 
these notes hove reached you. your 
acknowledgement (receipt) w·11 be 
torn up. Loter, the pieces will be ex­
changed for the very some notes, 
either on my return to Poland or 
when o safe and inexpensive occa­
sion presents itself to enable us to 
forward them to you. As for the me­
dals, you will receive or maybe you 
hove a lready received, the request 
from Mr. de Montesson, to deliver 
them to a banker in Brody or lwow 
that he will appoint and who will 
be instructed to forward them to 
Fronce. Well, here it is Count, this 
is what we hove agreed with Mr. 
de Montesson and I hasten to let 
you know. 

I om not going to feel sorry for 
myself because of my journey to 
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Fronce. The continuing war with 
England does not contribute to o 
pleasant sojourn here, eve,ything is 
exceedingly exp!!n,ive and nothing 
predicts o happier future. The cler­
gy ploys o sod role and without the 
charity of private individuals many 
would die of hunger. The parish 
priests, reduced to approximately 
one tenth their original number, ore 
paid by the government, but the in­
cumbents placed in the churches 
and the curates, live only out of 
collections which produce very little. 
In general, the people, being accus­
tomed for ten years to scorn reli­
gion and priests, hove difficulty in 
returning to the fold and the exer­
cise of the ministry is very unre­
warding and disagreeable. 

The returning refugees do not en­
joy gr e o t er consideration. Fortu­
nate ore those who hove found 
some remnants of their fortune; they 
ore o little less wretched although 
continuously humiliated by the little 
respect people hove for them and 
by the futi lity in which they live. 
O iherwise, Paris hos never been 
more glittering, even at the time 
when the monarchy was at its m:,st 
flourishing best. New embe:ishments 
ore added every day to museums 
and collections, especially works of 
art and curios from Italy, Germany 
and Egypt, which, without seeing 
them before my visit, I hod diffi­
culty to imagine. 

A great fortune is needed to hold 
one's own honestly and comfort­
ably. The provinces, at o glance, do 
not come close to offering as satis­
fying o prospect, and they will suf­
fer for o long time from the disas­
ters of the revolution. Since my ar­
rival in Fronce I hove divided my 
time between Paris and the prov­
ince. I hod the comfort of finding 
again a port of my family and my 
fortune, but, I repeat, I would hove 
been better off if I hod waited a 
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few more years. My journey would 
have been less expensive and more 
profitable. I will remain in France 
until the month of Morch at which 
time I will decide which party to 
side with. I would like very much to 
return to Poland, but I om afraid 
I may encounter some difficulties on 
the port of outhor:ties who could in­
sist on o renunciation of inherit­
ances which I could claim later. 

It is my privilege, Count, to re­
new the expression of my gratitude 
for all the friendly affection I have 
experienced in your home during my 
stay in Poland. Happy I would be 
if I could be of some assistance to 
you in France. I beg you not to 
spore me and be well assured of 
all my feelings of respect and great 
regard, with which I have the honor 
to be 

Count 

Your very humble 
and very obedient servant, 
Pointeau de Villemanzy 
chan. of Kamin. 
provost of Krosnopol. 

Paris, this 20 October 1803 
I hope that the Countess is well, 

my respectful compliments to her, as 

K-LINE PAGES 
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w 
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1981 SUPPLEMENT 
$2.60 

(plus $1 .40 Shipping) 
Wri te us for o special price on 

complete Poland pages 

K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC. 
Geo. C. Kobylka 

Box 1S9, Berwyn, IL 60402 
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well as the young ladies, your daugh­
ters, and I embrace Mr. Joseph with 
all my heart. 

My address for the transmittal of 
letters through Brody or Lwow is: 

to Mr. Pointeau V illemonzy, 
rue du Palais No. 6 al Blois, 
Department de loir el Cher, 
at Blois, France. 

ST AMPSHOW 82 
STAMPSHOW 82 held in Milwau­

kee this year was o s!iow to see. 
The material on display was really 
superb. This "Champion of Cham­
pions" exhibition was very well pre­
sented. The dealers had material 
for everyone. 

Po/onus hod an affiliate meeting 
Saturday afternoon. We had on at­
tendance of sixteen paople from 
Milwaukee and Chicago. A program 
was presented by David Stefoncic 
on Polish Leg·ons and Tom Gobby 
on Modern Cens:>red Mail. 

I attended the APS general meet­
ing which gave reports on finances 
and future improvements and 
changes. A'so represented Po/onus 
al the APS Affiliate lunch meeting 
which was tasty and informative. 
Many good th'ngs coming up to 
benefit us. The banquet was attend­
ed by 350 people. The food and 
program was very good. 

-John Bartczak 
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