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The Polish, Influence in Danzig* 
by James W. Shaver 

A s imple invitation resulted in seven 
hundred yea1·s of a lmost con tinuous 
relations in which the influence of 
Pola nd strongly affected the history 
of Danzig. From 1 225 when the Polish 
Duke Conrad of Mazovia appealed to 
t h e Knights of the T e utonic Order for 
a id in his campaign against the Prus­
sians until today, there has been an 
interesting interming ling of purposes 
a nd policies. Let it be said, parenthet­
ically, that t h ese Prussians were a 
marauding band related to the Lith­
uanians tha t has long since disap­
peared. 

The campaign over, the Knig hts 
chose Danzig for settlement, but their 
cla im was disputed by the King of 
Pola nd. As a result, they took the 
city by force in 1308, and fortified it 
so strongly t h at it was never once 
taken in b a ttle . Danzig became, under 
their efficient tutelage, the m ost pow­
~rfu l factor in the trade of central 
a nd northern E urope. Pola nd desired 
to export grain, timber, flax , furs, 
ashes, resin, h oney, wax, and tar-all 
prime necessities of life. She desired 
to import salt, wool, cloth , and metal 
goods. A ll these must come by sea, 
t hrough the harbor of Danzig, and 
down th e Vistula River which Danzig 
controlled. 

P oland contributed materia lly to the 
wealth of Danzig during this period. 
'.rhe regulations governing trade pro­
vided that non-Danzigers could not 

*Reprinted bY permission of STAMPS 

Poles selling wheat in Danzig 
in 16th Century 

sell to each other. Every transaction 
had to pass through the h ands of a 
Danzig merchant. For example, a Po­
lis h merchant desiring to sell honey 
to a Dutch merchant must first find 
a Danziger w h o was w illing to b uy it 
from him and resell it to t h e foreigner. 

As a member of that gr eat trading 
confederation, the Hanseatic League, 
Danzig was in a position to protect 
its a bility to control prices and trad­
ing conditions. The Hanseats had 
the only effi-ciently organized postal 
system of the period, which brought 
to the mercha nts of Danzig n ew s of 
prices and supplies in a ll parts of 
the world. The producers in Central 
Europe could not gain this informa­
tion a n d the Danzigers had t h e best 
of every bargain. It is said t hat in 
1638 Danzig merchants paid the Polish 
gTowers of grain coming by way of the 
Vistula less t h an 60 % of the price at 



which they resold it to foreigners in 
Danzig. 

One may well imagine that this 
situation did not please the King of 
Poland and that he worked ceaselessly 
to undermine the power of the Knights 
of the Teutonic Order. With the aid 
of. the native Danzigers themselves, 
this was · finally accomplished in 1454. 
Danzig entered into a personal union 
with the King of Poland. The citizens 
financed a thirteen-year war for the 
annihilation of the Order. 

At the conclusion of this conflict, the 
King of Poland was acknowledged lord 
and protector and granted certain 
sums of money. He received little else. 
He had a few honorary civtc rights, 
such as that of appointing a "burg­
graf" or governor, whom he had to 
choose from a list of eight city coun­
cilors nominated by the Danzigers. 
. Danzig remained free and indepen­
dent, received certain territory, re­
tained free trade rights with Poland 
and Lithuania, and was guaranteed the 
maintenance of all the trade rights 
and restrictions which had existed 
under the Knig hts. She had the unre­
stricted management of her own for­
eign affairs, could declare war and 
,conclude peace independently of Pol­
and, and carry on the full diplomatic 
negotiations of a sovereign stat e. 
Neither Polish troops nor warships had 
the right to remain in Danzig. 

The -city successfully defended its 
rights for three hundred years. At one 
time, a war was waged against Stephan 

• Bathory, King of Polana, to preserve' 

the city's rig hts. Though Danzig's flag 
had been modified to indicate the per­
sonal union with the kings of Poland, 
t h ere was no political collaboration. 

Long years of hostility between 
Poland and Sweden gradually weal,­
ened Danzig. The Hanseatic League 
eventually die. Discoveries and explor­
ations had ended Europe' s dependence 
upon Poland for grain and timber. The 
first partition of Poland in 1773 
brought hard times to Danzig. 

·when the final partition of Poland 
came in 1793, the citizens decided that 
the ir only hope of continued prosper­
ity lay in annexation. In viewing the 
situation, Prussia seemed to offer the 
best possibilities and on March 11, 1793 , 
the city council presented a unanimous 
petition to Frederic the G'reat asking 
annexation. 

As long as Poland was smothered as 
a sovereign state, Danzig also existed 
as a submerged political entity. It pros-

, pered as a city, but its power as a state 
,vas gone. 

The reconstitution of Poland as a 
nation following the first vVorld War 
brought with it the re-birth of Dan­
zig as a "Free City." Danzig was the 
only seaport at the extremity of "the 
Corridor.' I It would have seemed na­
tural to maim the city a part of Pol­
and, but for six hundred years the 
city had fought against such absorp­
tion. In 1919, they voted against being 
pla.ced under Polish rule and Danzig 
was restored to approximately the 
same • political statu s it had enjoyed 
one hundred twenty-five years earlier. 



The ship " Pilsudski " on a 
1935-36 overp r inted issue 

of Poland 

Certain differences, h owever , caused 
difficulty. 

Lookin g strictly at the Polish as­
pects, it will be readily ·seen that some 
provisions would not be accepted h ap­
pil y by the Free City . 

By the Treat y of Versailles, Dan­
zig a nd Poland formed an economic 
union w ith common laws regarding 
cus toms duties, imports, and exports. 
A diplomatic representative was main­
tained in the city bY the Polish Gov­
e rnm ent to ac t as intermedia ry be­
tween the two g overnments. The Dan­
zig Custom House levi ed duties ac­
cording to th e Polish tariff a nd an 
agreed proportion (7 .3 % in 1933) was 
paid into the D ai;izig State Treasury. 

Th e h a rbor of Danzig was a dminis­
tered by a "Commission for the H ar­
bour and Waterways of Danzig" in ac­
cordan ce with the Danzig-Polish Trea ­
ty of November 9, 1920. This board was 
composed of five representatives from 
the Free City, five from Poland, and 
a ch a irman of Swiss citizenship. In 
order to care for the whole of Poland's 
sea-going t r ade, th e co mmission g r eat­
ly enlarged the harbor a nd facilities 
- to an annual capacity of more than 
14,500,000 t ons. Disagreements be­
tween the two states, however , caused 
Poland to develop the harbor a t 

• Gdynia to care for her trade. 
The railways of the F ree State be­

longed to the Polish State Railways. 
All r a ilway stations a nd the entire 
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r a ilway sys t em , though partly the 
property of Danzig, were under the 
control of the Polish Stat e. Railway 
Commission. A single Danzig de legate 
on, the Polish Railwa y Board watch ed 
the interests of the Free City. 

In accord w ith certain fixed princi­
ples, the foreign affairs of Danzig were 
a dministered by Pola nd under t h e 
Treaty of Versailles. Poland was 
ch arged with the protection of Danzig 
n a tionals living in other countries, 
w hile Danzig was g iven the privilege 
of a ttaching ,Danzig officials ' to the 
various Poli sh consul a t es. 

vVhile the Free City had h er own 
postal, t e legraph , and telephone sys­
tems, Poland was g iven the right to 
inaugurate her own postal system for 
the harbor a nd for communication with 
fore ig n cou ntries through Danzig. This 
service was facilitated through the es­
ta blis hment of three Polish post of­
fic es and nineteen Polish letter boxes. 

Quite naturally, Poland issu ed pos­
tage stamps for use in Danzig. Some 
eleven different se t s a ppeared in the 
fo urteen year s prior to the occupation 
of Pola nd a nd Danzig by German for­
ces. 

L ess than forty major varieties were 
issue d , all except the 193 8 set being 
regular Polish postal emissions over­
printed "Port Gdansk" in several s t yles 
a nd arran gements of type. 

The Polish Eagle appeared on the 
iss u es of 1925, 1928-29, a n d 1934-36. 

The Poznan Town Hall , which appears 
on the 1926-27 issu es; recalls the fact 
that Danzig's first prosperity fo llowing 
h er a nnexation to Prussia came 
through a vast increase in trade re­
sulting from t h e development of Poz­
nan. Another design of the same is­
sues portrays the S igismund Monu­
m e nt at W ,a rsaw. Sigismund was not 
at a ll fri endly to Danzig. During the 
Polish -Swedish conflicts (1627), Sigis­
mund demanded t hat Danzig take ac­
tion a t sea in order to destroy Gustavus 



Adolphus's communications with Swe­
d en. Danzig refused to comply. 

Var ious pictorial d es ig ns appear on 
the remaining varieties of the 1926-27 
and of the 1935-37 issues. Marsha l P il ­
s ud sl, i is portrayed in the 1928- 29 is­
sue, while President Moscicki appears 
on the 1928- 29 a nd the 1933 issues . 
Henry Sienkiewicz is shown on t h e 
1931 variety. 

Th e issue of 1938 b or e a p a rticu­
larl y a ppropriate des ig n. It s h ows 
Polish gentlem en selling w heat in 
Danzig in the 16th Century. This r e ­
calls the famo us '·guest right" regu­
lation which for ced the Poles to sell 
their products first to a Dan ziger b e ­
fore they could be sold to a foreigner , 
t hus r eali zin g fabul ous profits for Dan-
zig. 

A summary of t h e various iss ues 
fo ll ows: 

The occupation of Danzig by Hitler 
in 1939 placed the Free City in a t em ­
p ora1-y eclipse. Wheth er s h e will arise 
Phoenix - like after the conflict to be 
a new independent city, it is impos­
s ible to predic t . It is sa fe to say that 
ne i ther P ola nd nor the Danzigers were 
satisfied with the arrangements pro­
·vided b y th e T reat y of Versailles and 
tha t Poland wil not wis h age1 in to be 
so a llied. 

1--robably s ome Polish influ ence will 
be a lways present in this great c ity 
with so p1 o u d a history. A Polish Duke 
ministered a t her birth, a Polish King 
p ro tected h er during a troublesome 
middle age, Polis h misfortun e caused 
b er death as a n independent city, a nd 
Polish n eed brought its "reincarnation" 
a fte r World ,Var I. Perhaps Polish gen­
erosity a nd sympathy w ill aid in 
freeing h er from Nazi oppression. 

Polish Issue No. in 
Date Design Ove1·printed S e t 

19l5 Polish E agle ......... . .... . ... . ... .... . . .. .. . .. . . ...... , 1D24 11 
1926 Poznan-Sigism und . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 25 - 1927 2 
H26- 1927 Variou s Pictorial ....... ..... .. . . . ...... .. .. . ....... ... 1925-1927 5 
182S - 1929 Pilsudski-Moscicki-Eagl e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1928-1919 5 
1931 Henry Sienkiewicz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1928 l 
1Bo3 P1esident Moscicki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1928 1 
1934-1 936 Coat of Arms ...... . .. .. . .. . . .. . ·.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1932-1933 3 
1935-1936 Various Pictorial . . . ..... ... ....... . ................... 1935-1.936 3 
1937 Various P i c toria l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1937 2 
1938 Poiis h Gentlemen Selling Whea t in Da n zig in 16th Cent. Non e 4 

POLPEX 1945 
RULES & REGULATIONS 

The annual Polpex stamp Exhibition 
will be held '.rhursday, Friday, Sat;ur­
day, a nd ,Sunday, Februa ry 22nd, 23 rd , 
24th and 25th - 1945 at the Polish 
Roman Catholic Union Arch ives and 
Mu seum, 984 Milwau kee Ave., Ch icago, 
Illniois. 

1) The Exhibition is open for compe­
tition ONLY to members of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society whose 
exhibits must be their bcma-fid e 
property, 

2) E a ch exhib itor must send in an 
entry application on t h e officia l 
entry b lank, and no exh ibit will 
be accepted without entry first 
being made. A separate a pplication 
properly fi lled out, m u st be sent 
in for each exh ibit. 

3) Any exhibit incorrectly en tered as 
to Title, Description , or found n o t 
to l)e Bona-fide property of t he 
exhibitor, the exhibit committee 
and the judges reserve the righ t 

to disqua lify the exhibit from 
competition. 

4) Entri es close on February 8th, 
1D45. However in case Rll available 
space is filled before this date th e 
exh ibition committee reserve the 
r ight to close the entries without 
further notice. Therefore send in 
your entry as.,,soon as posible. 

5) Each exhibitor w ill be a lloted not 
more tha n sixty a lbum pages for 
any one entry . 

6) Each exhibit sh ould be so ar­
ranged , t hat the p ages will group 
themselves in m u ltiples of six. 

7) The fee of Fi ve ce nts per album 
page will be charged each exhibitor. 

8) Fees must accompany a ll entries. 
R emit to Dr. M . E. Uznanski, 1530 
N. D a rnen Ave: , Chicago 22, Ill. by 
Money Order, Check, payable to 
Polpex 1945 Exhibit Committee. 

9) Failure to exh ibit after entry has 
been made forfeits the entry fee. 

10) Each exhibit must be mounted on 
loose leaf a lbum sh eets, ca rds, or 
m a t s. 



11) Exh ibits of the Associate Member s 
m u st be in the h a nds of the ex ­
hibition Committee not later t h an 
Tuesday, Feb1·uar_v 20th, 19-!5 and 
sen t prepaid. Exh ibits will be r e­
tu r n ed by express collect a n d in -
sured fo r $60.00, at the expense of 
the owner . 

12) Exhi bits of the Regular members 
m ust be delivered or brought per ­
son a lly to the Exhibi tion Commit­
tee at t h e Museum not L1te r t h an 
Wednesday, Febrnary 21st, 1945 
7:00 P. M. 

13) No exhibit or part thereof may be 
removed prior to t h e close of t h e 
exhi bit . 

14) Selection I of Ju dges s h a ll rest 
w h o ll y w ith Th e · Exhib it ion Com­
mittee. 

15) Decis ion of t h e Judges shall be 
f ina l in all cases affecting t h e 
merits of the exh ibit. 

lG) Th e Ju dges will judge t h e exhibits 
n ot only w ith respect t o t h eir rela ­
tive merits of t h e entries but also 
w ith t h e respect to t he ex h ibition 
as a w h ole. 

17) T he exh ibits will be judged on t h e 
N O CLASS SYST EM based on t h e 
f ollowing qualification. 

1) Philatelic Knowledge 30 Points 
2) Completen ess 25 Points 
3) Cond ition 25 Points 
4) Present a tion of S u b ject 20 Points 
5) Ral'ities (Bon us) 10 Points 

18) An appropria t e n umber of First, 
Second, Third awards w ill b e 
placed at t h e disposal of the judges. 

19) A Grand award will be presented 
fo r the exhibit judged t o be t h e 
best and most outs t a ndin g in t h e 
entire compe tition (Exhibitio n ) . 

20) Certificat es appropria t e ly in s cribed 
a n d indorsed w ill be g iven to a ll 
exhibitors. 

21) 'l'he Exh ibition Committee h as 
made arrangemen ts to insure each 
ex h ibit w hile on exhibition a n cl i n 
t h e possession of the Comm ittee. 
A rrang·ements also h ave been made 
to p rocure a ddition a l insurance if 
req u ired by t h e en try at 25c per 
h u n dred dollars at t h e cost t o t h e 
exhibitor. 

22) Every p r ecaution w ill be taken t o 
safe guar d exh ibits against loss 
or damage, and guards w ill be on 
duty 24 hours a d ay. However n o 
resp onsibility s h a ll attach to t he 
Polonus P hilatelic Society, t h e Ex­
hibition Com m ittee, t h e P. R.-

C. U. M useu m, n o r a n y individ ua l 
mem ber or em ployee th ereof, for 
a n y loss or damage etc., to ex­
h ibits aris ing from a n y cause or 
reason w h atsoever. 

23) The s ign ature of the exhibi tor on 
t h e entry application w ill in dicat e 
his or h er acceptan ce of these 
1·u les and regu lations. 

EXHIBIT ION COMMITTEE 
DR. M. E. UZNANSKI 

-Ch a i rrn:rn 

POLPEX AUCT ION 

Come on mem ber s, Let's go! For t h e 
f irs t t ime we mu st repor t that t h e 
response to the appeal of t h e Auction 
Man age,· for materia l for the POLPEX 
Auction h as been meager . Does this 
mean t h ere is no material availab le? 
Does this mean t hat none, or rather 
ver y few of t h e members have du p li­
cate materia l for sale? 

'de would much prefer to bEl!ieve 
t h e members h ave been p reoccu pied 
a n d h ave not given t h e n ecessar y at­
tention to this matter. However, we 
woud like to poin t ou t t hat in t h e 
past, at this early date, t h e Auction 
Man ager could rep ort t h a t the POL­
PEX Auction wou ld be an outstanding 
\)Ven t. 

This is Y OUR a u c tion. You can make 
it or break it . If you w is h it t o con­
tinue as on e of t h e Socie t y's activities, 
you MUST participate, b oth as a 
selle r and buyer. You, t h e members, 
mus t make i t s u cceed! 

L o t s should be in t h e h a n ds of t h e 
A u ction Man ager n ot la t e r than J anu­
ary 12, 1945. Send you r lot s to Roman 
Woj cicki, 1810 West 17th Street, c·h i­
cago 8, Illinois. 

C HANGE OF A DDR ESS 

Pvt. J oseph B ieniecki 36918391 
Co. B. 9th B'n A . R. T . C. 2n d P lat. 
Fort Knox, Kentu cky 

J ohn Sk otnicki 
2343 vV. S u perior St. 
Chicago 22, Illinois 

Rev. B la se F. Szyrnaszek, O. M. C. 
1651 Qlrand T r unk S treet 
Mon treal, Canada 

M. Z. P loski, M. D . 
113 Griffing Av e ., 
R iverh ead, N. Y. 



T HI S 'n T HAT 

With this issue of the ~ULLETIN 
are enclosed two cards - membership 
information card and Entry B lan!, for 
POLPEX 1945. This issue is sent you 
by First Class mail so we w ill be cer­
tain you get it or if undeliverable it 
wi ll be returned to us. P lease cooper­
ate and send us the information we 
request for our L ist of Members and 
the collecting activities . Also fill in 
the entry b lank for POLPEX 1945 
now! 

• • • 
Our Los Angeles members are doing 

themselves pr'oud. 'l'hey have held the 
First Polish Art and Ph ilate lic Exhi ­
bition at the Polish American Civic 
Center in Los Angeles. From the pro­
gram of the exhibition we deduce an 
inspirmg array of Art and Philately 
was presented. We hope to have a 
complete story of this exh ibition in 
the January issue. 

• • * 
Dr. M. E. Uznanski really outdid 

himself in presenting his collection and 
talk "Christmas Seals." Members 
present at t h e last meeting were en­
thusiastic in their reception of the 
completeness of the collection and in­
formation given them. Nice job, Doc . 

* * * 
President Myron Steczynski, re­

ceived a letter from member Sgt. F 'elix 
A. Walat, somewh ere in New Hebrides 
and we would like to quote a few 
excerpts. "Please accept my grateful 
thanks for taking time out .and going 

to all of the trouble of writing to me. 
Ah, good old Po lonus Society, its mem­
bers are really "up to snuff," as the 
a..i-1nJ men say it." 

* * * 

On January 12, 1945, nominations for 
officers for the coming year will be 
held. These nominations will be more 
important than ever before. This meet­
ing of an meetings requires a full at­
tendance. 

* * 

D1·. N ich olas Kalinowski will be the 
speaker at the January 12, 1945 meet­
ing. His topic will be "Polish History 
on Stamps. 

• * 

The February 24, 1945 , issue of 
ST AMPS will be the POLPEX 1945 
issue and will contain articles on the 
Stamps of POLAND. This issue will 
be edited by Myron Stecz:,,nski. 

* * * 

Stamps for the Wounded. Polonus 
is taking an active part in this most 
humanitarian project. Members have 
given generously but more is needed. 
Stamps, hinges, tongs, a lbums, ma.ga­
zines, etc., are needed. Give whatever 
you can and keep on giving. The NEE'D 
is great. 

* * • 
Any officer of the society or your 

editor w ill be most happy to receive 
your contr ibutions to Stamps for the 
Wounded. Send them in. Or send your 
contribu tions to your local headquar­
ters of Stamps for the Wounded. 
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