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·Scotts U. 8. 
.fPrice £ist 
For Bureau Issues or earlier U. S. stamps, the 
Scott U. S. Price List ofiers you the widest possible 
choice - used, . unused, singles, blocks, covers, etc. 
Every U. S. collector should have the latest edition, 
now current. The list is free. Send /or it today. 

DISCOUNTS . 

Scott's quotations on U. S. stamps are as low as 
market conditions permit. Discounts are from 
10% to 60% (a few even higher>. You can't 
go wrong on Scott's prices. 

CONDITION ... 

Scott quotes on fine examples, only, so there are 
no premiu,.'.,,s for you to figure and you ' are 
assured of stamps you will be proud to own. It 
pays to deal with America's oldest stamp firm. 

' _ Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. 
(America's Oldest Stamp Firm) 

1 West 47th Street . New York, N. Y. 



STAMPS-Ricketts Library to Be Sold 

PAUL BLuss, large t of the Philatelic Literature dealers 
announces receipt of the important philatelic library formed 
over a long period of years by William R. Rickett of Forty Fort 
(Wilkes Barre) and North Mountain, Pa. 

The library will probably be sold at public auction in New 
York during August, at the time of the Newark how and gather­
ing of the A . P. S., S. P.A., A. A . M. S., E .-P. S., etc. 

Mr. Ricketts' intere t in philatelic literature has spanned 
almost six decades, stemming from a copy of Vol. 1, # 6 of The 
Philatelist (Portland, Maine) which he saw in September 1887. 

Since that time fr. Ricketts acquired much material of his 
own in addition to the purchase of the large libraries of J. W. 
Scott, Eustace Power, Kjellstadt, Durbin, Haine and Leavy. 

Included in the library are such classics as Ber ger-Levrault 
and Mount Brown, fir st publishers of stamp catalogs in French 
and English. The Scott catalogues are nearly complete from 
16th edition and include also the very rare, single sheet, 11th 
edition of April 1868. The British Museum have but 4 of the 
fir t 15 editions of the Scott catalogues and only one other copy 
besides the one in Ricketts library is known in thi country . 

Many of the other books are the rare special limited editions 
and many special bound pr e entation copie are there . 

Th Bibliography Index and the index of American Philat­
eli t are some of Mr. Ricketts important contributions to 
philately. Fred J. Melville, most famous of stamp writers, 
claimed the Rickett ' Bibliography was his ·gr eatest help . 

Copies of the auction sale catalog, now in preparation will 
be available from 

PAUL BL USS 
51 WEST 46th ST. NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 



<J3uyt.ng or 8el/ing? 
v Check the AUCTIONS 

of IR WIN 
• Our efficient and up 

to date auction ser- HEIMAN 
vice offers a sound 
method of disposing 
of your collection. 

• Careful and accurate descriptions as well as intelligent 
grouping of lots assures the buyer satisfaction and the 
seller maximum results. 

ALL CATALOGUES ARE PERSONALLY PREPARED 

BY IRWIN HEIMAN . 

• We are not specialists in any particular groups of stamps 
but operate as 

GENERAL PHILATELIC 
BROKERS. 

If you contemplate disposing of your stamps at either 
PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SALE be sure to Communicate 
with us. Liberal advances pending sale can be arranged. 

Early dates and attractive terms. 

Information Cheerfully Civen. 
Catalogues on Request. 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
2 WEST 46th STREET £ NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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Postage Stamps of the 
Republic 19th 

Dominican 
Century 

By CLARE CE H ENNAN, lVLD., F.R.P.S. 

A few years ago the writer became inter ested in the stamps of the Island 
of Hispanola. In endeavoring to study th e stamps of Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic, very little information was obtainable. Due to th e many political 
r evolutions, hurricanes, etc., official data , decrees and publications evidently 
were destroyed. Accumulations of stamps, business corre pondence and covers 
of the old issues are almost unobtainable on th e island. The classic issues are 
scarce and most of th e few collectors on the island ar e interested in the 20th 
Century issues only. Very little of a philatelic nature has heretofore been pub­
lished concerning the Dominican Republic. 

'l'hrough th e kindness of Mr. Albert Kunze of the Pan-American Union in 
Wa hington , and Mr. Franklin R. Bruns, Jr. of the Collectors Club of New 
York, th eir libraries were .made available. "NOTES ON 'fHE POSTAGE 
ST AMPS OF 'l'HE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC," by Charles J . Phillips was 
especially useful , as was '' KO¥ L 'S HANDBOOK. '' 

HISTORY 
I 

The writer believe. tha t in studying the stamps of any count'ry, study of 
the history and custom i helpful. 

Santo Domingo wa first di covered by Christopher Columbus in December , 
1492, and he was its fir t governor . It vvas a colony of Spain until 1697, wh en 
by the Treaty of Ryswick, the western portion of the island was ceded t o France 
and became known a H ait i. 'l'h e eastern portion remained as Santo Domingo. 
The growth of H aiti was r apid and over shadowed th e Spanish Santo Domingo. 
Spain yielded the en tire island to France in 1795 and in 1802, Bonaparte sen t 
his armies to r e-establish lavery. A long and bloody war ensued, a nd on J anu­
ary 1, 1804, the blacks proclaimed th eir independence. 

In 1810 Santo Domingo demanded to be taken into the Spanish fold, and 
in 1814 was r eturned to Spain, but in 1820 th e Dominicans expressed t heir 
desire to be free again and in th e following year th ey deported their Spanish 
governor and declared th eir independence. Very li ttle r esistance was offer ed to 
the H aitian troops of Pre. id ent Boyer in 1822 and th e wh ole island again became 
Haitian. Late in the 1830 ' r evolutions took place and in 1844 the H aitian 
- 1-
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were expelled. Financial distre s caused revolutions and turmoil and the colony 
became Spanish again in 1861. l\Iore revolutions and more turmoil followed 
and in August 1863, Queen I sabella sign ed th e decree relinquishing th e 
annexation. · 

Continued financial instability, revolutions, etc., (more than twenty presi­
dents occupied that office between 1844 and 1904 ), eventually brought about an 
agreement between the United States and th e Dominican Republic which pro­
vided for th e appointment of a r eceiver of th e Dominican Customs. On Novem­
ber 29, 1916, th e United States declared a military government over the Repub­
li c, whi ch continued until ea rly in 1924, wh en th e U. S. troops were evacuated. 
General 'l'rujillo was elected president in 1930 and in th e same year, a hurri­
cane swept over th e country and razed th e city of Santo Domingo. H e handled 
th e r ebuilding of th e city and it now bears his name, "Ciudad 'l'rujill o." 

THE PRE-STAMP PERIOD 

Th e early pre-stamp covers are comparatiYely r are. The ca ncellat ions wer e 
usually by pen, giving th e name of the town and t he date. Hand ·tamp ·w.ere 
also used, which consisted of a roughly drawn coat of arms of the country in a 
heavy circle. This coat of arms was a crud e r endition of th e one appearing 
on th e fir t adh esive stamps. 

During tbi · period num erou. British, I< rench and German steamship band 
stamps wer e used. As a large port ion of the mail went either to or through St. 
Thomas, cover s bearing the St. Th omas mark are fairl~· common. Robert G. 
Stone ha done intensiYe resea rch work on th ese steamship lines and his 
r esearches will be published in th e near future. 'l'h e Hamburg-American packet 
lin e called at th e main ports and it is not unusual to find covers bearing its 
adh esive, which is called the HAPAG stamp. Th e initials of the company's 
title in German form the word ' 'HAP AG. ' ' 
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Ro y ul 1U:ail Sten1n Pack e t 
C o111 11nny :;,;:tn 1111• iss u ed in 
1 8 7 il . c nr111in c o n ,,·Jiit e. 
'rhi s st:u111• i ioo not kno"·n 
t o exis t u sed on cover. 

Let-Cer s h eet dnted 1Uarc h 18, 1 8-77, f ron1 S antiago to S t. ~J, h o nHH~. .l-fn1nburg·· A 111 er-i<!un 
Pn c kef stn n111 cn n ce ll e tl ·with 1h e n~ent's hand st:uu1_1 nnd nn111u:-ocr i1>t 20-/ !-J/ 77 

nt Pue rto Plata . 

SPANISH POST AL ADMINISTRATION 
Santo Domingo was annexed to Spain from 1861 until about May, 1865. 

'l'h e stamps of the Spani~h coloni es of Cuba and Porto Rico were used in the 
island . and those of th e issue:; of 1857 and 1864 may be found used with Santo 
Dorningo cancellations. Th e \\"riter has seen the Medio Rea l blue and the 
Un Real green cancell ed in Puerto Plata. Covers have been reported but the 
\\"riter has not seen th em. 

On September 20, 1851, Genera l Buenaventura Ba ez, president of the 
Republic, issued a long decree e»tab lish ing the postoffice and giving the rates, 
the methods of transportation , regulations and department rules. Between this 
period and the Spanish admin istration and, in fact, during th e Spanish admin­
istration, overseas mail was mainly transmitted through th e two British post­
offices. 

The records show that the office in Santo Doming·o wa. established in 1865 
and that in Puerto Plata in J871. Th e tall oval-shaped "C 86" was used in 
Puerto P lata and the "C 87 " in Santo Domingo. 'l'hese cancellations are fre­
quently seen on stamps and on covers bearing British stamps or early issues of 
the Dominican Republic. 
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-
(( C86)} ((C87)) 
- -

FIRST ISSUE OF STAMPS 

Th e Administrator of Posts and other officials met in September, 1 65, to 
discuss ways and means of introducing postage stamps. 'l'he meeting resulted 
in an authorization to print two stamps, Medio ( % ) Real and Un ( 1) Real. 
It is reported that a Dr. Jose Bonetti showed a small wood carving of the coat 
of arms of the Dom inican Republic and that this was the model for the central 
design of th e accepted stamps. Lead cuts of this model were ordered from the 
United States and these arrived early in January, 1866. 

On January 10, 1866, the l\Iini'lter of the Treasnr? ordered the printin(l' 
establishm ent of Garcia IIermanos of Santo Domingo to make up a suitable 
de ign for the l\Ieclio Rea l and Un Real stamps. 'l'h e coat of arms and suitable 
inscriptions were to appear on the stamps. 

Th ese designs were approYed and a quantity of not less than one thousand 
r eales of each of the two types was ordered. 'l'hese were to be delivered directly 
to the l\Iinister of the Treasury. On Jan nary 16, 1866, Garcia Hermanos 

F ull s lieet o f ~fetlio R e ul. blnc k on rose 1nq•e1·. Th e , rnrious ru:trk s ;1bout th e s hi e ld , " ·hic lt 
are c ons tant, n1ak e llOSsibl e id e ntifi c ation of e:. c h 1tositiou on th e ulut e. 
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delivered one thoµsand of th e Un Real stamps and two thousand of the Medio 
Real stamps at a cost of 150 reales for th e pr inting. 

These stamps were issued without gum. No stamps were sold over the 
counter. The posta l clerks were to affix the stamp to the letter, make the proper 
charges and cancel the stamp, either by pen or a cancelling stamp. They al o 
were required to enter the sender's name and address and the amount of postage 
paid in a r egister. Letters from small towns in th e interior, wh ere there were 
no postoffices, were sent collect and the e were stamped and cancelled when th e 
postage due was collected. 

It is r eported that the paper which was used for the stamps was from .an 
American ship which had been wrecked near Santo Domingo, and that Garcia 
H ermanos purchased the salv11ged pap r at an auction sale. 

(N . B. Numerous 'vriters state that only two lead cuts were made and 
therefore there cann ot possibly be more than two varieties of any of this first 
issue. H owever , a ca reful study of the photograph of the entire sheet of Scott 's 
No. 1 shown above will definitely disprove this theory. There are twelve dis­
tinct varieties in the first setting. Later the ·e same authors state ther e were 
four cut , but apparently this is an error. ) 

In the first issue th e design consists of the arms of th e Republic in the 
center, with the value on the left and the word ''CORRE OS' ' on the right, the 
whole being surrounded by straight lin e printer's rule. to form a square frame. 
The setting consists of twelve snch de. igns arranged in two horizontal rows of 
six. 'l' he stamps were typographed; th e Medio Real in black on rose paper and 
t he Un Real in black on dark green paper. At least two impressions were 
printed on each sheet of paper. 

This is proven by vertical pairs whi ch are known " ·ith a wide gutter between 
the stamps. Some sheets were printed "work and turn ," producing vertical 
tete-beche pairs which could be eith er bead to head or foot to foot according to 
how the paper was fed to the press. 

'!'here are slight variations in the color of th e paper and also differ ence in 
the amount of ink on the impressions, resulting in numerous hades. In all, 
eight thousand of th e l\1edio Real and six thousa nd of the l n Real of the first 
issue were delivered. 

.. 
~~ ~ r·t~~ 

·'t ' . .. ~-..--

Co,re r 111uil e tl _f r o rn S unto Dorning o to Ne,,r York, s tnru1> c au ce ll e tl \Vith 
th e :1gent's lu11ul s tuu11>. 
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Due to the lack of handstamps the majority of the cancellations on this 
first issue were made by pen. A few stamps apparently were cancelled on 
British (or other ?) ships. Th e familiar "C 6" and "C 87" may also be 
found. Sometimes the handstamp of a busine s firm wa.· used as a canceller. 
This i readily understood because the storekeeper or trader, who was usually 
the only business man in the small localities, was also the official government 
postmaster. 

It has been reported that three varietie. were made with embossed wavy 
line on the face of the stamp and an embos. ing covering the shield, and that 
the.se were later destroyed by the postal administration. 

Covers bearing stamps of the first issue are rare. Altho counterfeits of 
the e stamp are not common, the writer has one of the 'Iedio Real printed in 
black on rose paper, and one of the Un Real printed in blue on white paper. 

REFERENCE LIST 
.January 16, 1866. 'l'ype I. Typographed on Vv ove paper. Im perforate. 

Medio Real, black on rose paper (twelve varieties ) 8,000 issued. 

tamp measures 19 x 19 mm. 
Arms measul'e 11 x 13 mm. 
"Correos" 12 mm. long. 
'' Medio Real'' 13%, mm. long. 

n Real, black on deep green paper (twelve varieties ) 6,000 is. ued. 

Stamp measures 19 x 19 mm. 
Arms measure 11 x 13 mm. 
'' Correos'' 12 mm. long. 
"Un Real" 10 mm. long. 

THE BOGUS DOS (2) REALES OF THE SECOND ISSUE 
In 1867 an alleged bogus stamp .:ippeared on the market. Investigation re­

vealed that this stamp was issued not by the government, but by private interests. 
The instigators went so far as to publish an alleged official circular announcing 
the issue. This fantasy occurs in many colors- green, red, vermilion , brown, 
maroon, etc. Th ey are cancelled with dots, bars and concentric circles. 
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SECOND ISSUE OF STAMPS 
Stamps of the second is ue were placed in use on March 29, 1867. They 

were typograpbed in black on colored laid paper, the Medio Real on pale green 
paper and the Un Real on traw colored paper. In feeding the paper to the 
press the laid lines were usually vertical. Th e design is very similar to the first 
issue, but the type used for the inscriptions differs, the value reads downward, 
and the rule lines framin g and dividing th e stamps are wavy instead of straight. 
Th e coat of arms of the fir t issue was r epeated. 

The Medio Real, black on pale green, was printed in two horizontal rows 
of six with twelve distinct varietie , as found in the first issue. Apparently 
two of the cliches became damaged, for in the second setting of the 1edio Real 
the pane consi ted of ten stamps only and the clich e. were re-arranged. Varie­
ties No. · 9 and No. 11 shown on Setting No. 1 do not occur on Setting No. 2. 
The following diagram shows th e position of the r emaining ten cliches of the 
first issue as th ey appear in the second setting. 

7 I 4 8 2 10 
I 

1 .I 5 6 3 12 

Th e Un Real, black on straw, of this second issue was printed from the sec­
ond plate and thus exists in only ten varieties. Slight variations in th e color of 
the paper and difference in th e am<'lunt of ink on the impression resulted in 
numerous hades. 'l'he majority of the cancellations on th e second is ue are 
made with pen, but circular town postmark-cancels are found with some 
frequency. 

REFERENCE LIST 
March 29, 1867. Type II. Typograph ed on Laid paper. Imperforate 

J\'Iedio Real, black on gr een paper. 6600 issued. 
Stamp mea ures 1914 x 19 14 mm. 
Arms measure 11 x 13 mm. 
Correos 121;2 mm. long. 
l\Iedio Real 13% mm. long. 

Setting No. 1, twelve varieties. ( 1-12 ) 
Setting No. 2, ten varieties. (1-8, 10, 12 ) 

n Real, black on straw colored paper, 5100 issued. 
Stamp measures 19% x 191,4 mm. 
Arms measure 11 x 13 mm. 
Correos 121;2 mm. lonO'. 
Un Real 1114 mm . long. 

Setting No. 2, ten varieties. 
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THIRD ISSUE OF ST AMPS 

Laid Pa.per 

One plate each of the i\Ieclio Real, Un Real, and 1 N Real. 

Watermarked Paper 

A small quantity 'ms printed from the 1 N Real plate. 

In th e next official issue of stamps th e format was changed to a tall r ect­
angle. A set of essays in a new de;: ign was prepared by the printing firm of 
Garcia Ilermanos. On this essay the central design was that of the adopted 
type, but the upper inscription was curved a nd th ere wer e figures of value in 

I L 

rr h ird l ssue , lllt-dio Re:t l, C o ni 11l cte S h eet of' '1_1 \\·enty- One. 

t he upper corner s. Th e va lue t~·pe in the bottom tablet ,mi; larger and the 
letters were san · se ri f . These essays " ·ere printed in three horizontal rows of 
seven. Some of the sheets " ·ere gummed wi th a thi<:k crackly gum . 'l' hey 
occurred on pelure and wo,·e paper. of various colors. 

'l'h e 'Hiter has the fo ll o" ·ing sheets: 

:Jiedio Real , blue on magenta paper 
:Jledio Real, bla ck on magenta paper 
l\Iedio Real, blue on yell ow paper 
l\Iedio Real, black on yellow paper 
Medio Rea l, blue on sa lm on paper 
Un Real, black on gr een paper 
Un Real, black on magenta paper 
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The third issue appeared on November 23, 1867. Evidently th e printers 
attempted to use the rnme color and te}..'i;ure of paper as long as possible. 'l'h ese 
stamps wer e typographed in two operations ; the borders and coat of arms fir t , 
and Correos and the value later . l\Iany errors occurred ; t he value in on e word, 
value and Correos double, double with on e strike inverted and missing entirely . 
Th e variety ' ' Un real '' is th e second s tamp in th e bottom row- No. 16 on the 
plate-as will be seen in th e illustrati on of th e Un Heal sheet of th e FOURTH 
ISSUE. 

Of th e Medio eal 15,000 and of th e Un Heal 12,000 wer e deliver ed. 
While most of this issue was on laid paper , one or two sheets of water­

marked paper wer e issued. This watermark consists of crossed lines, forming 
diamonds with a rosette in th e center. 

Th e new type issued November 23, 1867. 

Medio Heal, black on straw colored paper . 
Stamp measures 12% x 22 mm. 

Correos 10 .mm lon g. 
Medio Heal 133/1 mm. long. 

Un Real , black on pale gr een paper . 

Un Real 8Yz mm. long . 

UN Real, black on pale green paper . 

UN Real 9 mm. long. 

Stamp measures 12% x 22 mm. 
Correos 10 mm long. 
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FOURTH ISSUE OF STAMPS 
Ordinary wove paper; also pelure paper. 

One plate each of the l\Iedio Real , Un Real, and U~ Real which had been 
used for the THIRD ISSUE. 

I ·ued June i- , 1868. Typographed on wove aper. lmperforate. 

l\Iedio Rea l, black on pale rose paper. 

3,000 issued. 

Un Rea l, black 011 pale green paper. 
UN ReaL black on pale green paper. 

n Real, black on blue paper. 
UN Real, black on blue paper. 

5,000 issued. 

Errors: 

l\Iedio Real in one word. 
Un Real without Correos. 
Un real without Correos. 

N Real in one word. 

Variety 

Bisect of Un Real. 
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December 12, 1868. 

1,000 of the Medio Real on rose paper and 600 of the Un Real on pal_e 
blue paper were delivered. Some of these were on thin pelure paper. 
The usual errors occurred. 

April 11, 1869. 

1,500 of the Medio Real on rose p mre paper and 1,500 of the Un Real 
on lavender or pale gray paper. 

September 16, 1869. 

A small issue on pelure paper of both the Un Real and the Medio Real. 

June 25, 1870. 
No specific number given , although 2,500 stamps were deliver ed. 

November 7, 1870. 

5,000 of both values were delivered on salmon, lavender, greenish 
gray (olive) and r ose. The paper was pelure. 

April 4, 1871. 

15,000 stamps were deliver ed, includ ing pelure and wove papers. 

July 27, 1873. 
6,000 stamps wer e delivered. 

May 17, 1875. 
17,000 Stamps were deliver ed. 

July 18, 1877. 
36,000 of the Medio Real and 30,000 of the Un Real. 

A quantity of these stamps (presumably r emainders ) were sold in New 
York, but it is not known whether they came from the government of the 
Dominican Republi c or from Seebeck. They ar e often found with cancellations 
which are not genuine. 
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REFERENCE LIST 

Medio Real, black on canary yellow paper. 
Medio Real, black on light orange paper. 
Medio Real , bl.ack on rose paper. 
Medio Real, black on pale lilac paper. 
Medio Real, blue and black on pink paper . 
Un Real, black on violet paper. 
Un Real, black on dark gr ee n paper. 

F ou r ni e r Co unterfe i ts (Be l o " -) . 

Fournier counterfeited this issue extensively. In fact, he supplied his 
forgeries in sbeets of twenty-five, either cancelled or uncancelled. ote the 
sheet below (black on blue) with the different types of cancels, also the unused 
blocks. 
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Bisects of the Un Real were permitted. Pin perforations, privately ap­
plied, are known. 

As tated, the error occurred on all values and colors of paper. 
Covers with British "C 6" and "C 87 " occur frequently and the pen 

cancels had been replaced by town cancellations and killers. 

/ 

(To b e continu ed.) 
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Additional Notes 
on the 1874-1883 Varieties 

of Mexico 
By CALVER'r STIER 

'l'brough the courtesy of members 0 . .A. Schenck and 'f. Rhys Jones I am 
enabled to give a much more complete list of districts known on the wide laid 
paper variety of 1877-79. It i. · now evident that all districts ·with the excep­
tion of one or two rarities exist for the lOc and 25c dated 1877 on the wide laid 
paper .·upplied by the French papermaking firm of La Croix Freres. 'fhe lists 
as completed to date are: 

For th e lOc, black, districts found are numbers 1, 3, 4, 8, 11, 12, 14, 16, 19, 
20, 23, 26, 27 to 31, 34 to 40, 46 to 51, 53, 55, 56, 57, 59, 61. 

For the 25c, blue, districts found are numbers 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 
15, 16, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25 thru 38 (except of course 32), 40, 45, 46, 48, 50 to 57, 
59, 61. 

Numbers 10, 17, 18, 21, 32, 41 to 44 either do not exit at all or were not in 
use in 1877. This now leaves us with only five known districts as yet unreported 
for eith er the lOc or 25c, and they are : 6, Chalco; 13, Cuautitlan ; 24, Maravatio; 
58 Tuxpan; 60 Zamora. .All are rare for any normal stamp of this issue. 

For the 5c brown of the next ·eries l\Ir. Jones has upplied a long list of 
adrlition to my original group, which was a surprise, as this is a scarce stamp 
on the wide laid papers. W e are sti ll a long ·way from finding all the districts 
for this stamp but the tabulation is now 10 for the date 1878 and 19 for the 
date 1879. W e now know of the following: 

1 7 : 1, 2, 10, 18, 23, 27, 28, 34, 48, 52. 
1879: 1, 3, 7, 9, 13, 15, 19, 23, 29, 33, 35, 37, 38, 39, 46, 48, 51, 53, 54. 
'l'here i. one error of number known: 3579 for 3879. 
The paper used for these issues is a mo t interesting study and for a very 

comprehensive listing readers are r eferred to J. Brace Chittenden' book pub­
li hed by the Collectors Club in 1919 (being handbook number one ) . I have 
come to the conclusion that the paper supplied for th ese stamp came from 
three, possibly four, ources and was supplied in thi .manner. First, the .Ameri­
can Bank Note Co. of New York, which made the plates and original printing 
in 1874-75 on a thin cri ·p wove paper (Chittenden Group I) when sending the 
plates do\.vn to Mexico to be printed from by local workmen also supplied them 
with the medium to thick wove paper (C . Gro11ps II, III, XI, XIII, XX). This 
paper lasted from 1 75 to 1 77, and then it was probable another supply of 
.American made paper was supplied about the beginning of 1879 which wa 
usf'd up by 1881. .As Mr. Jon es points out, paper u e cannot be identified b:v the 
date overprinted as the stamps were printed up in varyinO' quantities and issued 
when needed, the date applying to the time of issue not the time of printing. 
W e thus find the 4c on thick wove paper with date 1 3 but no other value on 
this paper with this late date. 

The second source of paper supply was the French firm of La Croix and 
their original shipment was the wide laid paper above referred to and sent and 
u ed principally in 1877. 'fhe 5c was printed on this in 1877 but not issued 
until the .middle of 187 and the first months of 1879. The thin papers of 
1882-83 are also of French manufacture and I think from the same firm. I have 
envelopes of the same period manufactured by this firm and the paper of these 
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envelopes is identical with the paper used for the stamp . Both the thin woves 
and thin vertically laids are included, ( C. Groups XXVI, XXVII, XXVIII, 
XXIX). 

The third group of papers was of local origin and was first put in use in 
1876 for the 5c, 25c and 50c values. This was a medium to thick vertically laid, 
close lines, (C . Groups IV, V ) and it continued in use intermittently until 1881 
although the 4c and lOOc can be found dated 1882 from supplies printed in 
previous year s. 'fbe Papel Sellado Watermarked papers also belong to this 
group and were used in 1876 and 1877 ( C. Groups VIII, IX ), the lOOc found 
dated 1880-81 being simply a remainder of the early printings. 

This completes the papers used for this issue with the exception of a very 
scarce variety called medium to thick horizontally laid, close lines, which hit­
tenden lists in Groups VI and XXIV, the first for the 25c only and the latter 
for the lOc red orange. It is listed in Scott under the 25c value but try and 
find it. I do not think it a separate variety but rather the Mexican vertically 
laid paper fed to the presses sideways. At any rate it is very scarce and I have 
yet to find a lOc or 25c stamp on this paper. All that have been submitted to 
me proved to be wide laid paper or the common thick wove with a rather pro­
nounced ribbing. 

Regarding the classification of these issues from 1874 to 1883 I hesitate to 
differ from such an eminent and careful authority as the late Dr. Chittenden but 
I think he drew too fine a distinction and for all practical purposes his 31 tables 
could be r educed down to 21. 

From present knowledge I think the following will serve as a correct guide 
for the collecting of this interesting and varied series of stamps: 

A . With number and d,ate apart. 

1. Dated 1874-75, printed by A. B. N. Co. of New York, thin crisp wove 
paper, all five values, 5c brown, lOc black, 25c blue, 50c green, lOOc carmine. 

2. Dated 1875-77, printed locally, medium to thick wove paper, values as 
before, numerous shades. 

3. Dated 1876-77, printed locally, medium to thick close vertically laid, 
values as before, the lOc only in 1877 and the lOOc doubtful. 

4. Dated 1876-77, medium wove paper watermarked Papel Sellado in the 
sheet, all values. 

5. Dated 1876-77, medium vertically laid paper watermarked Papel Sel­
lado in the sheet, all values except the lOOc, it appearing in 1880. 

6. Dated 1877, thin wide laid paper, some few sheets showing the water­
mark " La Croix Freres." Only the lOc and 25c with this date. 

B . With number and date close together. (1 ) Issue of 1878 with the num-
ber and date at the bottom of the stamp. 

7. The lOc black on thin crisp wove paper, being a remainder of Group 1. 
8. Th e set on medium wove paper, being a remainder of Group 2. 
9. The 5c brown on medium vertically laid paper, being a remainder of 

Group 3. 

B. With number and date close together. (2) I ssue of 1878 and 187.9 to 
1883 with the number and date at top of the stamp except for the District of 
Mexico which always bad the figures at the bottom. 

10. The lOc black (Districts 21,· 22 only) lOc mustard and 25c milky blue 
on the thin crisp wove paper of group 1. 

11. Dated 1878, 1879, the 5c brown on wide laid paper, some sheets show­
ing the watermark La Croix, being- a remainder of group 6. 

12. Th e 5c, 25c, 50c, dated 1878, and the lOOc dated 1880, on medium wove 
paper watermarked Pape) Sellado, being a remainder of group 4. 

(Guide continued on page 20.) 
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P iu te I . 

Not es re : illustrations f a,r article on 

"FU RTHER NOTES ON 'filE 1874-83 I SSUE OF 1\IE XICO . " 

The illustrations are of material in th e collection of Dr. Forrest Shreve, 
Tucson, Arizona. Th e sheet of th e lOc black on Plate I is district 35, Quere­
taro, dated "77," on the wide horizontally laid paper and showing the full 
La Croix watermark. Stamp number 97 is a re-entry both top and bottom. 
It is a very pronounced variety. 
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Plate II. 

On Plate II th e block of 4 of the lOc i th e greyi h bla ck shade, wove paper 
watermarked Papel Sellad o. 'fhe bl ock of 10 (26-77, Mazatlan ) 25c blue, is 
from upper right corner of sheet bowing imprin t and is on t he wide laid paper 
showing part of the " La Croix" water.mark. Th e ot her blocks of th e 25c with 
number and date togeth er and dated ' ' 81 ', are remainders on hand at the encl 
of the year and cancelled by th e postmaster in pen . Note th e carefulness of 
obliteration by th e postmaster at 1\Iazatlan a compared with th e cancelling job 
clone by the postma ster at Taba co. Th e pair of th e lOc, 56-77, is th e typica l 
intense black prin ting of th is date on the wiclf' laid paper . 
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Piute III. 

Plate III · of blocks illustrating various printings and papers. 'rhe block 
of th e 5c overprinted J ala pa i on th e very thin paper and was issued after 
Oct. 1, 1883, when the system of district overprinting had ceased. The 5c, 383, 
Vera Cruz, is of the same printing and is a r emainder. Likewise the 25c block 
just below it. This is of the dark blue shade and classifies it as belonging to the 
last printings. 'rhe blocks of the 25c, Nos. 781 and 881 are in the bright blue 
shade on soft wove paper anrl are typical printings of this period. The blocks 
of the lOc and 50c are both on very thin wove papers and are remainder s left 
on hand at the post office at the end of th e year. Note the poor perforating of 
the 1882 and 1883 series as compared with the issues of 1 81 and prior. 



20 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
(Guide continued from page 16.) 

13. The 5c dated 1878 and the lOOc dated 1880 on vertically laid paper 
watermarked Papel Sellado, being a remainder of group 5. 

14. Dated 1878 to 1881, all values except the lOc black on medium to thick 
wove paper, being identical with paper in group 2. This is the common one 
found. 4c and lOOc also 1882-83. 

15. Dated 1878 to 1882, all values as above on the medium to thick vertically 
laid paper, being the same as group 3. . 

16. Dated 1882, thin soft close vertically laid paper, all values, the 4c is 
brownish red as opposed to orange for the other printings of this stamp. 

17. Dated 1882-83, very thin wove paper, all values, the 4c is orange and 
the lOOc is bright carmine. 

18. Dated 1883, very thin vertically laid paper, the 4c and lOc orange. Both 
very scarce used. 

C. Stamps without any surcharge. Good for postage from October 1st, 
1883 until the arrival of the next issue with portrait of Hidalgo in oval in 1884. 
These are not to be confused with the first printings on thick paper made in 
1.874 and sent to the authorities as samples without the district overprint. 

19. On thick vertically laid paper, 4c orange and lOc orange. 
20. On very thin wove (Group 18 ), all values. 
21. Either of the above groups surcharged locally with the district name 

only, this being in error, as the surcharging was abolished by decree in 1883. 
The 5c comes only with name Jalapa but is the commonest of all; the lOc from 
many districts, Guadalajara being the commonest. 

Anyone attempting to get a complete showing of varieties from all 21 
groups will have set himself an Herculean task. 

(Th e End.) 
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Puerto Rico 
FRANKING METHODS 1856-1871 

(Continu ed f r om Vol. XXIII, S ection I , Page 160.) 

R. B. PRESTON, A. P. S. 13004 

and 

1\II. H. SA BORN 

SPANISH OFFICIAL STAM.PS - HAVANA ISSUE OF 1860 

II- The Loc~l Havana Printing 

The e local printing were lithographed, and i sued m imperforate con­
dition: 

Galvez 
Catalogue No . 

Cuba No. 5 
Cuba No . 6 
Cuba No. 7 
Cuba No. 8 

Fig. 4 . 

Stamp Pape1· 
Denomination Color Color 

1h onza black yellow paper 
1 onza black rose paper 
4 onza black green paper 
1 libra b lack blue paper 

·' 

'l , h e 1 o nzn va lu e o f the Havunu issu e 01.1 co, Ter, u sed a t Bnyu111n, Cuba . 
(Preston Coll ec tion). 
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The distinguishing characteristics of the Havana local printings are fortu­
nately very plain. The workmanship is exceedingly crude, and general appear­
ance smeary. In the Madrid i sue, there are three rows of vertical lines at the 
left and right of the upper left tower, whereas the Havana product bas rows of 
horizontal dots. The Madrid printings show a period after '' OFICIAL '' and 
also after "ON ZA," or "LIBRA." In the Havana issue, these periods are 
lacking. 

The Madrid stamps were typograpbed, the Havana stamps were lithographed. 

None of the Havana printings have, as yet, been seen u ed in Puerto Rico. 

MOENS, in bi band book on Spain, lists a forgery doubtlessly made to 
deceive stamp collectors. 

The distinguishing characteristics of the Moen forgery are oblique lines of 
shading in the lion instead of perpendicular; three lines at left of upper tower 
instead of five; three lines at the right of the lower instead of the normal five; the 
counterfeits have the fleur de lis so heavily shaded as to be almost invisible; the 
inscriptions are generally too thin; the "C" of "CORREO " in the counterfeit 
nearly touches the Collar of the Golden Fleece; there is no period after 
"OFICIAL," "ONZA," or "LIBRA," and the stamp is lithographed instead 
of being typograpbed. 

The four official stamps of the :Madrid is ue and printings, are of great 
interest, not only for the great variety in color of papers used, but in their 
numerous plate varieties. We have not been able to ascertain the sheet size 
of this issue. 

These stamps were issued imperforate, and good copies with respect to 
centering, are really rare. The design being oval, without any rectangular frame 
lines, offered no guiding lin es when clipping the stamp · apart, so that the 
majority of copie met with are lop sided. Evidently the poor appearance of 
these badly clipped tamps was in the mind of some "office boy" (at least we try 
to think so ) in Spain, for we have copies of the 1/2 and 1 ounce tamps, neatly 
trimmed to an octagonal shape, tied with the killer to pieces of cover. 

The use of official stamp in Spain was suppressed by the Royal Decree of 
July 4th, 1866, extended to Puerto Rico and Cuba in a supplementary Decree 
on July 4th of the same year. Still, their use according to cover seen, continued 
in Puerto Rico until at least through June of 1867; while a peculiar eries of 
circumstantial evidence found indicates their use as late as 1869. Thi point 
will be covered in detail later, under section VI1 on the ' 'Franking of Official 
Mail." 

In order to get a proper picture of the conditions under which official mail 
was handled at this period, it should be borne in mind that the population of 
Puerto Rico was approximately 5 0,000, with a large percentage of slaves; San 
Juan, the capital and leading commercial city, had a population of only some 
18,000 souls; the country was lar.,.ely illiterate; commerce wa in a ruinous con­
dition; and the government was a military de potism. Small wonder that the 
bulk of the correspondence was compo ed of official mail. Indeed, for the period 
under consideration (1856-1871 ) , covers in our collections from private mailers 
make up only five percent of the total, the balance being official covers. 

H ence, in view of the last statement, one would mo t logically reach the con­
clusion that for the period of known use of the Spanish official stamps (actually 
seen on the cover) in Puerto Rico (1856-1867), stamped covers for official mail 
would be the ones most commonly found. But we have found conditions abso­
lutely the reverse, namely, the franking of 89.2% of the official mail by means 
other than with the use of official stamps: 
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Numbel' 
% of 
Total 

Offi cial covers franked with ordinary postage stamps ...... . . 203 
8 6 
35 

62.8 % 
26.4 % 
10.8 % 

Official covers postmarked but entire ly stampless . . .. . . .. . . 
Official covers bearing Spanish Officia l stamps .. .. . ... .. .. . . 

324 100 % 

Unfortunately, instead of being among the most common of Puerto Rican 
stamps, any of the Spanish official stamps used in the I sland are among the 
rarest of all of its cover material. Due to the custom of can celling all postage 
stamp , both ordinary and official with th e type of oval grid killer that is; gener­
ally speaking, common to both Puerto Rico and Cuba at the period under con­
.·ideration , we must depend entirely on cover material bearing the town hand-
tamp. 

The most commonly met with value of the official stamps is the 14 ounce 
value (th e weight of th e average letter ). Th e 1 and 4 ounces ar e exceedingly 
scarce, while th e 1 pound value is but rarely met with . 

Had these official stamps been used in th e expected large quantities, they 
would have showed up in the cross section of philatelic matter that we have 
studied. In Puerto Ri co, as elsewh ere in the early days of stamp collecting, the 
old axiom of ''save th e stamp, throw away the cover ,' ' wa r eligiously followed 
out, and it is a signifi cant fact th at th e practically total ab. ence of any of the 
official stamps in old accumulations from. the I sland indicates th eir r elative 
rarity. 

Official mail for the peri od 1856-1871, is foun d franked in on e of the follow­
ing ways: 

I-BY SPANISH OFFICIAL STAMPS OF 'l'HE 1855 SPANISH ISSUE 

(a ) cove rs b earin g officia l stamps only 
( b) covers bearing both officia l sta mps and ordin a ry pos tage s t a mps of cor­

r esponding va lu e, i. e . 1h onza officia l togeth er with 1h r eal ordina r y 
post age stamp. 

11-BY MEANS OF ORDINARY POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE TYPE USED BY 'l'HE 
GENERAL PUBLIC 

(a) cover s showin g pos tage pre pa id by send e r 
( b ) covers showin g postage pa id and postage stamps a ffixed a nd cancelled 

at post offi ce of de live ry 
(c) cov er s showing postage pa id a nd posta ge sta mps a ffixed and cancell ed 

a t th e governm ent o ffi ce of receipt (not at the posto ffi ce) 
( d ) cover s bearin g the legend "ther e are no stamps," yet th e cover does 

bear postage sta mps 
(e) covers bearing pos tage stamps, the stamps uncancell ed 
( f ) covers bearin g both officia l sta mps and ordina ry posta ge s tamps ; in­

cluded unde r section I (b) 

III- STAMPLESS OFFICIAL COVERS (BEARING NO ADHESIVE STAMPS AT ALL, 
BUT HAVING A COMPLETE SET OF POSTAL MARKINGS) 

( a) cove rs with town h a ndstamp only 
( b ) cove rs with town hands tamp and oval grid kille r 
(c) covers with town h a ndstamp and "A" markings 
( d ) cove r s with town b a ndstamp and " 0 CHARGE" markings 
(e) covers with town bandstamp and "THERE ARE NO STAMPS" 
( f) covers with ova l g rid kill e r only 
( g) covers with (a) to ( e ) in various combinations such as (a) and (c ) on 

the same cover. 

The above erratic systems of franking the official mail were not used in any 
chronological sequence, as will be seen from the following simplified tabulation 
showing only the main classifica tions (Ia, lb, II and III ) . 
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KEY: SOS -Spanish official stamps of the 1855 issu e. 

·YEAR 

S -Stampless offi cial cove r . 
-1h, 1, or 2 r eal ordinary postage s tamps of the iss ues of 1855 , 

f\:/l'" 1 85 61 , 1 856 11 or 1864 
~ -lOc etc, ordinary postage stamps of the issues of 1 868, 1 8 69 , 18 70 

or 18 71 

~ - Indicates cove r with both "SOS" and ordinary postage s tamps. 

USED JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUN. JUL. AUG. SEP. OCT. NOV. DEC 

1856 s 

1857 

1858 

1860 

1861 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 
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YEAR 
USED Jan . Feb. Mar. A1Jr. May J un. J ul. A ug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
1871 10c70 25c71 25c71 

s 
NOTE: Afte1· 1871, no f urth er stamp less official cover·s have been seen EXCEPT 

a lon e cover dated i n Mai·ch of l 878. 

I- Covers Bearing Stamps of the 1855 Issue of Spanish Official Stamps 

Who were the Puerto Rican official duly authorized to use official stamps 
on their mail 1 

The list given by Duro, of officials granted the franking privilege in Spain 
itself, must have been a nearly complete r egistry of Spanish officialdom, for we 
note well over two hundred titles. These two hundred were r eally multiplied 
many times, for literally dozens of the titles included a vast number of employees, 
applied to many officials, though listed a · one item, as for instance ' ' Judges of 
Circuit Courts''; ''Superintendents of Jail ''; ''Military Commanders''; ''Post­
ma. ters"; numerous dignitaries of tb e State Church and so on in ad finitum, so 
that it can be seen that a vast number of government officials were eligible to 
use official stamps. 

\Vas thi. · list applied to Puerto Rico? Documentary evidence is lacking, 
but we doubt it very much, for many of the officials listed were peculiar to the 
P enin. ula, and not duplicated in th e overseas possessions. 

\¥ e bave mentioned the un explained discrepancy that the only postal 
circular that we have been able to un earth in Puerto Rico, putting into effect · 
the compli cated machinery for the use of official stamps, which is elated Decem­
ber 21st, 1861, or some four years after official stamps were actually fir t used in 
the Island , as is proven by dated cover material seen by us. This same strangely 
elated postal circular contains a list of Puerto Rican government officials author­
ized to use official stamps. Noteworthy in this list is th e complete absence of 
any governmental agencies for the material well being of the people, there being 
a conspicuous absence of any governmental machin ery for Education , H ealth, 
Agriculture, or Commerce. As would be expected in a military despotism, the 
list compri es military and naval officials, a complicated judicial et up , a lim­
ited g-rouping of civil government employees, public works limited to employees 
working on projects of value to the military government, and most extensive of 
all the financial agencies employed in connection with the collection of taxes to 
pay for the upkeep of th e military machine. 

W e give the list of officials authorized to use official stamps in Puerto Rico 
in accordance with the postal circular of December 21st, 1861, with unlisted 
additions which in clude not only those covers seen bearing official stamps, but 
designate government senders of official mail bearing ordinary postage stamps 
both prepaid and collect on delivery, and also the stampless official covers: 

PUERTO RICAN OF'FICIALS USING OFFICIAL 
MAIL PRIVILEGES 

{ 

#1-Listed in Postal Circular dated December 21, 1861. 
# 2-0fficial s tamps seen on cover. 

Column #3-Stampless Official covers seen . 
# 4-Cover s seen Prepaid, Ordinary Postage Stamps. 
# 5- Covers seen Pos tage Coll ect, Ordinary Postage Stamps. 

DEPARTMENT #1 #2 #3 
EXECUTIVE 
Civil Governor 
Municipal Councils 
Departmental Commander 
Inspector of Local Governments 
Superintendent of Prisons 
Postmasters 

x 
x 
x 

No 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
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JUSTICE AND PARDON 
Chief Justice of the Royal Court x 
Prosecutor of the Royal Court x 
Bishops of the State Church x 
High Priests of the State Church x 
Parish Priests of the State Church x 
Members of R eligious Chapters of The State Church x 
Presidents of Municipal Councils x 
Dis trict Judges x 
Prosecuting Attorneys x 
Justices of th e P eace No 
Urba n Mayor-Magis trates No 
Rura l Ma yor-Magistrates No 

MILITARY 
Ca p itan-Gen eral (Governor Gen eral) 
Chief of th e Gen eral Staff 
Mili tary Commanders 
Artill e ry Commanders 
Milita ry En gineers, Comma nde rs 
Forts & Military Sta tions, Commanders 
Qua rtermas te r s 
Chief of Military Sanita tion 

NAVY 
Comma nd er for th e I sla nd 
Port Capita n 
Naval Aids 
Nava l Supply Offi cer s 
Com man ders of Naval Vessels 

Fl~ANCE 

Superintend ent 
T reasurer 
Sub-t!·easurer 
Audi tor of P ubli c Funds 
Aud itor of the Treasury Depa rtmen t 
Chief of In tern a l R evenue 
Coll ectors of In tern a l R evenue 
Custom s B ureau 
Cus toms Coll ectors 
Comma nd er of th e Cus toms Gua rds 
Advoca te of the Treasury Court 
P r osecu tor of the T reas ury Court 

PUBLIC WORKS 
Offi ce of Public Works 
Divis ion of Inspection , Dept . Pub. Works 
Highway Engineer s 
Forestry Engineers 
Highway employees writing superiors 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

No 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
No 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

It only needs a glance at th e first column of the above table to show, by the 
presence of the six government offi cial s whose names do not appear in the official 
circular as being entitled to ·end offi cial mail (marked " NO" ), th at we ar e 
lacking important documents of postal history, as we have seen the decrees 
authorizing several of these dignitari es to u. e official stamps in the P eninsula, 
. o the corresponding postal r egulations must exist for Puerto Rico. 

The elusiveness of official stamps used on cover in Puerto Rico is strikingly 
brought out by the paucity of such material listed in column two of our tabula­
tion, which is based on specialized collections of official mail that it bas taken 
thirty-one years to build up to a little over three hundred cover s of the four 
major methods of franking; Spanish official stamps ; Spanish official and 
ordinary stamps ; ordinary sta.mps only ; and stampless covers. 

As we have pointed out 9.2% of th e official covers were franked stampless, 
or sPnt with the ordinary postage stamps, th e balance bearing th e Spanish offi cial 
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stamps of the 1855 i ·sue, for r easons not entirely clear to us. vVas it laxness 
on the part of the Madrid po tal authorities in sending out stamp supplies? 
We have seen how Cuba suffer ed in this manner, accou nting for the production 
of the locally lithographed ( ee Fig. ?) Havana official sta mps imitating the 
1855 Spanish design. Yet if thi were the case, ·why wer e not ordi nary postage 
stamps ubstituted on all of the official mail ? \Vas it due to a shortness in sup­
plies of the ordinary postage tamps for the publil: use? A. pointed out, we 
know that for year a scarcity of suppli es of th e one real stamp, and to a lesser 
degree of the two r eales stamp existed , by the ridiculously large size of blocks 
of the half real that we find used on Puerto Rican mail. 

According to posta l r egu lation s already quoted, we would expect to see 
official Spanish stamps on covel's from Puerto Rico dated early in 1 55. Prob­
ably they do exist, but our ear li est dated official covers a l'e either fran ked with 
ord i nar~· postage stamps, or .tample s. Our earli est coYe r fran ked with an 
official stamp is dated in November of 1 57, fe" · in J 858, J 861 or 1862, but most 
numerous in 1859, 1860, 1863 and 1867. Covers bearing ordi nary postage 
stamps or stamples<;, were the rule in 186.J. , and 1865 through 1870. Over half 
as many covers with the official stamps apprar in the .vears 1866 and 1867, as in 
all other years combin ed. 

F i g·. 5 . 'I,h e e arli est kno"·n u se o f n S 1u111i s h o ffi c ial s t :un1• in Puerto Ri co .. T lds cover 
i s front un ofli c inl -e n j o y ing· th e f r-:11Lkin g pri,· il ej:;e t o on e not e njoy ing th e ri 1~:;ht to frnn_k, 
a nll thus s hould h ave c:tll e tl for the t>n y 1neut of uos tuge b y nu.•:1ns of ordinary IJ'Ostnge 
s tu1n1>s b y t h e r eceh rer. (Su nbo n i «o ll eetion ). 

W e have seen covers franked with Spanish official stamps postmarked rn 
t hr following towns: 

AGUADILLA 
ARECIBO 
HATILLO 

MANA TI 
SAN JUAN 
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II- Covers Bearing Both Spanish Official Stamps and 
Ordinary Postage Stamps 

A peculiarity of the official covers of t he years 1866-67, is that while th e 
official stamp was applied at the post office of maili ng, ordinary postage stamps 
(of a value corresponding to the official stamp) were applied and cancelled at 
th e Dffi ce of destination. 

According to postal regulations seen, and quoted, under what conditions 
would we expect to find this type of cover? 

(1 ) Wh en mail sent by officia ls enj oying th e fra nking privilege (single 
weight letters only) to officials not so favored, th e recipient will be under th e 
obl igation of paying th e amount of postage due at t he rate of % r eal per % 
ounce letter weight, (see Fig. 6) by means of ordinary postage stamps, which 
will be stuck on the envelope and cancelled in th e presence of the interested 
party. Th e envelope with its cancelled stamp, was to be r etain ed b~· the post 
office as an accounting measure, to acconnt for stamps used. 

NO'.l'E : "\Vith r espect to Provincia l a nd Municipal offlces, tl1is ruling r e -
1muned in force until the postal circular of Septe mbe r 16, 1863 provided that 
e ffecti ve Octobe r 1st of t hat sam e yeat", t hat these two groups of governme n t 
official s w e r·e to r eceive their m a il , irresp ective of w e ig h t, postage free, h e nce 
fra nked o nly wi t h official s tamps of the sending office. 

'l'h e r esult was that under th e above ruling, officia ls enjoying· th e franking 
privi lege se nt th eir officia l mail at no cost to th eir department. Th e receiver 
of such mail paid the postage by means of the or dinary postage stamps, and at 
the sam e r ate·, as th e public. Th e receiver of th e mail was further embarra sed 
in h is offi ce accounti ng by the surrender of the envelope bearin g postage stamps 
for which he had paid , whil e possession of this same cover gave the post office 
the advantage of accounting visibly for stamps sold. ( The possibility of th e 
r eceiver re.fusing to snrrender his cover bearing the cancelled stamps he had 
j?1st paid .for, will be treated nnder the section on stanivl·3ss official covers). 

Fig. G. A cover fr-o n• .un officia l e njo yi ng the fran_kln~ Jtrh'll eA·e to nu offlciul n ot en.joying 
thnt urlvlleg;e, so receiver hn tl to 1u1 y 1.•ostnge u s s ho"·n b y sta1n1>. (Snnboru Co ll ection). 
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All cover s seen of this type comply with the regulations set forth above in 
( 1), but in as much as all of this type of material seen by us is handstamped 
between May of 1866, and June of 1867, the provisions given were not complied 
with in Puerto Rico, as subsequent to October 1st, 1863, covers which are ad­
drP.ssed to municipal officials should have been franked with solely the Spanish 
offieial stamp, and should not have had postag·e collected at d;estination and 
ordinary postage stamps applied (see Fig. 6) as we find. Another interesting 
point is that the Royal Decr ee of July 4th, 1866 made effective the abolition of 
the use of official stamps on all types of mail , yet we have a number of covers 
that came under this classification used in 1867, while evidence to be given 
later· indicates that, though not seen, their use continued to as late as 1869. 

Covers of this type have been seen from Arecibo, Manati, and San Juan. 

III- Covers Franked by Means of Ordinary Postage Stamps 
Postage Prepaid 

According to postal regulations seen, beginning with the basic decr ee estab­
lishing the use of official stamps dated March 16th, 1854, and in all sub~equent 
postal laws, all offi cials not given in published lists authorizin g the use of official 
stamps, were obligated to prepay postage on all of th eir official mail at the rates, 
with postage stamps; and this class of official was r equired to prepay postage 
on all his mail, whether to an official who did not enjoy the franking privilege 
or t <> one who did enjo~' the franhng privilege. 

All branches of the Central Government, and a number of the highest Pro­
vincial officials, were accorded the franking privilege, with but few of the 
municipal offi cials so honored. Furthermore, provincial and municipal authori­
ties were foTced, on all mail bearing official stamps that was r eceived, unless 
they too enjoyed the franking privilege, to pay the full amount of postage at 
the public rates (see Fig'. 6), and with the ordinary stamps as used by the 
public, in spite of th e fact that the cover alread:--' bore an offi cial stamp. 

(Th is ruling was modified f or Spain, Octob er 1st, J 8 63, in t hat it relieved 
n11u 1ici pa l a n d p r ovincia l official s who did n ot en joy th e use of officia l sta111ps, 
from payinent of postage on fra nked otlicia l m a il r eceived , frr e.spective of its 
weight. 'L'h.is modification of 'the postal r egulation s a ppear s to n evei· have been 
p u t into eft'ect in P u e1·to R ico) 

Officials could only receive mail franked vvith the officia l stamps free of 
charge, if the recipient al o enjoyed the franking privilege. 

During the period 1 57-1871, we find numerous official covers on which post­
tage was prepaid by means of ordinary postage stamps, in conformity with 
regulations outlined above, namely, originating in a government office not ac­
corded the franking privilege. 

During the same peri od , we find an abnormal type for which we find no. 
poRtal ruling, namely covers from government officials authorized to use the 
official stamps, yet with the postage p1•epaicl by means of ordinary postage 
stamps. This substitution, under these conditions, of prepayment of postage 
by means of ordinary postage stamps instead of franking by means of official 
sta~ps, indicates to us that th ere was no stock of official stamps on hand, and 
ordmary postage stamps were substituted. There must exist, if this supposition 
is true, postal regulations cover ing th e matter, though we have not been able 
to find them. 

This matter of t he substitution of ordinary postage stamps for official 
stamps looks logical and unimportant at first glance. However, we find the 
whole matter leading to complications, when we consid er the large number of 
stampless official covers, bearing neith er official nor postage stamps. W hy en­
tirely stampless ? If th er e were no officia l sta mps, why were not ordinary 
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F i g;. 7 . '.r h e c orrect 1•rocetlure a cco rdi n g; to i>o s ta l r e µ;ul :dion s . A co , 1e r f ro n1 a n oUi c i u l 
not e n .f o y i n J!; t h e f r:1 n king· 1•rh·il ege to o n e :a l so not h av in j:; t- ha t 1• r h · i 1e-g t'" . t h u ."!I 1>os ta g·c t o 
b e JH litl b y ordi n ary s ta 1111•s. (S:111 bor u C o ll ect i o n ) . 

postage stamps substituted . as \\"e haw reason to belieYe was Jone a'> det::iiled 
ab0Ye ? vVas the government's suppl ~- of BO'l'II officia l and ordi nary stamp.· 
exhausted at the same time, not at one time on l)-. but on repeated occasions 
over a period of fourtee n years ? '!'his seems incredible, a nd hard ly makes sense, 
but as will be seen later, must have actually bee n t he fact . 

IV- -Covers Bearing Ordinary Postage Stamps, Which Were Applied 
and Cancelled at the Post Office of Delivery 

·w e have already di .. cus<;ed covers fra nked " ·ith official stamps, addressed 
to t)fficial · not granted t he fra nking privi lege. \\"ho were forced to pa)- the 
po!'tage on the letter upon its a rr iva l at the post office of destination. "\Ve haYe 
also ronsiderecl t be type of cover on which postag·e \\"as prepaid by mea ns of 
onlinary postage stamps. a nd not by mea ns of Spanish official stamps. 

W e now come to a t hir d type of official cover; one that left the po t office 
of mailing without any stainip, either official or ordi nary. I n this type, once 
again ordinary postage stamps were applied and cancell ed upon arrival at th e 
post office of deliver.v. vVe fi nd th is practice in effect du r ing the entire period 
under consideration. 

No postal regulation ha· bee n fou nd t hat thro \\" any light on this S)'stem 
of handling the mail. 'l'h e only ruling seen t hat is of any help, ( aru:l it wa 
rarely used) was the regulation t hat in the event of t here being no official stamp 
available, the fact should be so stated in writing on the envelope. Man)' of our 
covers ' ' of t he postage coll ected on delivery type, '' were from offices that shonld 
have used offi cial Spanish stamps, while the manuscript notation of " no stamp. " 
is rarely seen. The fact that these few covers do bear ordinary postage stamps, 
yet a t t he same t ime have the cryptic " no stamp" notation, can only mean that 
there were none of t he official stamps on hand t hat should have been applied 
at the offi ce of mailing. vVit h the few exceptions just ment ioned, the cover 
here dealt with should have had, hut did not have, offi cial stamps in place of the 
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Fig. 8. An ofltcinl l e tter ,,·ith notation " Por no huber sellos'' (No S tun11.•s) . Oover does 
have u s tun11•, 'vhic h n ·u s .rtt•t•lied and ca ncelled ut 11ost offi ce of d e livery. In tlLi s enset 
t h e " no stn1n1•" inscri1_•tio11 refers to " no ofli<•i:ll s tnu11•s ." (Sunborn C ollection) . 

Fig. 9. An o Hicinl letter front o ne not e n .ioyi n g · the fr:u1king· prh· il eg·e . on " ·hJclt t l1e 
stan11•s ''nerle a1n,lied nntl c ancell e d a t t h e 1•o!iit oflice of d e lh·ery. As there is n o "NO 
St:un 1>" h1scri11tio11 i t c nn be n s s urn e cJ that there " ·ere NO ORDINA.RY POS1:,AGE STA1'1PS 
at t h e poi.Jot of mail ing·. (P~·eston C ollec tion). 
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"no stamp" inscription, thus it is very evident that in such cases the ordinary 
postage stamps must have been applied and cancelled at the office of mailing. 
(See Fig. 8). 

A second type of cover falling under this classification, came from officials 
who did NOT have the rig·ht to u e official stamps, hence should have left the 
post office of mailing postage prepaid with ordinary postage stamps, yet are 
found with postage stamps that were applied and, cancelled at the office of 
destination. Proof that there were no ordinary postag·e stamps at the office of 
mailing (see Fig. 9). ( Or in certain judicial cases when so noted on the cover, 
that postal charges were to be paid by the official to whom the cover was ad­
dressed). 

A third type of cover is a pleasant variation, for it forms a small group 
that complies literally with postal instructions that we have seen for this type 
of mail in Spain, and self evidentially applied to Puerto Rican practice, though 
we have not seen the Island r egulations : 

" The post office or agency delivering the official mail * * * will collect postage 
at the rate of ¥.! real per ¥.! ounce letter weight, cancelling the postage stamps 
by means of crossed lines made with a common pen" (3) 

This regulation is of great interest, as pen cancellations for po tal purposes 
are scarce, and it is universally considered that any Puerto Rican stamps, of 
this period, ·o cancelled were either used as r evenue stamps, or were pen can­
celled remainders. An example of a cover so treated is hown by Fig. 2. 

V- Covers Bearing Ordinary Postage Stamps, Having Not A Postal 
Cancellation but with the Stamps Cancelled with the Identifying 

Official Handstamp of the Office· of the Recipient 

'fhe majority of the official covers seen by us were addressed to municipal 
mayor-magistrates in various towns of Puerto Rico. The varying postal proce­
dure in the handling of all of these covers is found duplicated over a period of 
fourteen years, except for th e handling of covers in the eastern towns of Yabucoa 
and Maunabo, both of which had a system unique in the Islands postal history. 

The Yabucoa covers we refer to were all addressed to the mayor-magistrate 
of the town, an official whose rank did not merit the franking privilege of using 
the official stamps on his mail; he was therefore obliged to pay the postage on 
all mail received from officials enjoying the franking, except in the case of 
double weight letters. On the other hand, all mail sent to him by other official 
not enjoying the franking right should have been prepaid by ordinary postage 
stamps. 

We have seen a number of covers addressed to the Yabucoa alcalde (mayor­
magistrate) covering a period of exactly a year, from November 15, J 866, to 
November 17, 1867, all with the same characteristics: 

( 1) Covers from the Governor General of the Island, Customs Collectors , and 
the Director of Public Works, all of which dignitaries should have ap­
plieq official stamps to their letters, but none did. 

( 2) Covers from the mayor magistrate of another town, who not being entitled 
to the franking privilege, should have prepaid the postage on the letters 
to his brother official by means of ordinary postage stamps. He did not. 

In the first case, (1 ) the recipient of the mail not being entitled to frank 
his mail, (in spite of the official tamps on the letters which should have been 
ther e, but were not) was under any conditions, obligated to pay the postage due 
on the letter, the stamps to be affixed, in the post office, and cancelled with the 
regulation oval grid killer . or pen cancelled. But we find the postage stamps 

(3) Postal Order of Jul y 17, 1 57, a rticle 6. 



COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST 33 
• 

F ig. 1 0 . A u offi c ial letter , '\vftl1 s tun•1.>s uJJL~etl ut t•olnt o f receipt, and e une ell e tl " '1th thie 
1nuniefpul seal ins t ead o f b y a 1>ost 1nurk. r11 his le tter f ront an ofll c htl l1olding the 
franking 1•ri v ll ege s h o ultl lutve u sed o ·ffi c ial stun11>s. (S nnbon1 Coll ect-ion. ) . 

from both classes of correspondence (1 ) and (2) cancelled not with a post office 
killei\ but with the elaborate identifying handstamp of the office of the mayor­
mag'i. trate (Fig. 10); and sometimes pen cancelled in addition. 

As usual in things philatelic Puerto Rican we find one complication after 
another. In t he case of these covers, a lone cover bears the er ptic manuscript 
notation "because there are no stamps"; yet the cover does bear stamps neatly 
tied to the envelope by the august mayor-magistrate's handstamp. 

Guessing, and not being on a concrete basis, we believe that the "because 
there are no stamps" refers to the fact that there were no official ·tamps. As 
we will see later, this notation is not unique to the Yabucoa covers, but had 
widespread application. " That is unique, is the use of the mayor-magistrate's 
hand tamp as a killer in place of the regulation postal hand. tamp; why used, 
we do not know. 

VI-Covers Bearing Uncancelled Ordinary Postage Stamps 

We sometimes pity the poor dealer, in that he never knows from one year 
to another what new type of coll ecting craze will strike the pubEc fancy. We 
have yet to learn of any pecialists who gloat over off centered, faded, straight 
edged, or heavi ly cancelled stamps, nor of specialists in covers that have passed 
through the mails bearing uncancelled stamps. For the benefit of any hidden 
spceialists in the last mentioned item, we present th is section. 

Even in the most efficient of modern postal systems, an occasional letter 
will be delivered bearing a po tage stamp that has not been cancelled. This 
is an indication merely of care lessness on the part of the postal clerk whose duty 
it was to cancel the stamps-a freak of no philatelic value. 

On the other hand we find a most p eculiar fact, showing uncancelled stamps 
on official mail; in the case of ALL of the everal dozen covers that we have seen 
addressed to the mayor-magistrnte of the town of Maunabo between January 
2n<l. 1869, and December 30th of t he same ~r ear. None of the postage stamps on 
ANY of these covers are cancelled. 
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It will be seen that by the fact that we are concerned with a large number 
of covers, used over a period of nearly a year, that we are not dealing with a 
case of an isolated cover that escaped the vigilant eye of the proper postal clerk 
with cancelling handstamp and ink pad within easy r each . 

The stamps in question are the 10 centimos stamps of the 1869 issue (Stand­
ard Catalogue Cuba #36 ), the covers bearing from a single to ,as high as five 
(see Fig. 11 ) stamps per cover. All covers bear the dated handstamps of the 
towns of mailing (from these we obtained our dates of use), which were either 
Humacao or San Juan. All covers wer e from government officials who should 
have used official stamps, but did not; one cover bears the manuscript notation 
'' because there are no stamps,'' perhaps explaining that no official stamps were 
available. All covers were addressed to an official not given the franking privi­
lege, hence required the payment of postage upon receipt of the letter, and ac­
cording to r egulations the stamips were to be affixed and cancelLed in his presence 
at the po<St office. 

'l'he notation " because there are no stamps" mentioned in the above para­
graph deserves special comment. It will be r ecalled that offi cial stamps wern 
ordered suppressed in Spain in 1866, but they have been seen used on covei· in 
Puerto Rico in 1867, while th e fact that this 1869 cover has a "no stamps" 
notation, yet does bear ordinary posta ge stamps leads us to surmise that official 
stamps were supposed to have been used. Apparently the " no stamps" notation 
refers to no official stamps. 

vVhy are these stamps found on covers in an uncancelled condition 'I W e 
do not know, but we have wh at seems to us a somewhat inane th eory, perhaps 
as practical as that of the fourth dimension. 

The stamps in question were issued in 1869 , and bore the portrait of good 
( . ) Queen I sabella the Second. At this period however , a ew Deal in govern­
ment was being experimented with in Spain. I sabella was in exile in Paris 

.·· 
' ' r" 

• 

Fig. 11. A tyuicu l co,rer. " ·itJ1 ~t:111111s 11u t on nt ~ta u nnbo, but u11 c:n1celled. (San born 
Collection) . 
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along with her court, and Spain and colonies were undero·oing the agonies of a 
quasi- till born New Deal Republican type of government. It is a well known 
historical fact that while the Penin ula was only lukewarm in support of the 
innovation in government, Puerto Rico was strongly loyal to the Monarchist 
cause. \.Vas the postmaster at Maunabo a strong royalist, bad he heard of the 
objections at first raised by Queen I sabella to using postage stamps in Spain 
beeanse her effigy on the stamps would be smeared with cancelling ink, and 
through an unheard of degree of r espect desisted from cancelling the bust of 
th r. exiled Queen on the ten centimos stamp of 1869 ~ 

If our theory on the above is as sound as we hope it is, it might account 
for the non-use of "HABILI'l'ADO PARA LA NACION" overprints in Puerto 
Rieo at this same period, for the same reason of not wanting to disfigure the 
QU1:ien ' face. 

By copy of an order of the Revolutionary Council of Madrid, dated 
eptember 30th , 1868, it wa ordered that th e _ ational Stamp Factory hand­

stamp across the bust of Queen I sabella II the phrase "HABILI'l' ADO PARA 
LA ACIO " as a slam .at fallen royalty. E lectrotypes for this purpose were 
prepared, used in Spain, and nncler elat e of October 26th, 18681 we find a cir­
cul ar addressed to the Governors of both Puerto Rico and Cuba informing them 
of a hipment of handstamps of this type, to be applied to all stocks of stamps. 
We find this h.anclstamp used on th e sta mps of both Cuba and th e Philippines, 
but it was never used in Puerto Rico, as far as we know. ·why ~ Was it ~­
cau e of th e strong Royalist sympathies prevalent throughout the Island 1 

( Th e End.) 
The Postmark Stamps and the Postal 
Cancellations of the 

Sardinian States 
USED DURING THE PERIOD 1851-1863. 

By ALBERTO BOLAFFI, 

( C ontinu ed f r o m V o l. XXIII, No. 4, Pag e 17 8.) 

Tra n s la t ed b y Dr. D a nte S . Bol a ffi . 
Cop y right 19 45 b y D. S. B o laffi. 

NICE and SAVOY 

The County of Nice with the Provinces of Savoy were annexed by France 
on June 15, 1 60; a day later the stamps of the French Empire were already 
available at the Post Offices of these Provinces which, however, kept in use, for 
some months, the Sardinian po tmark-stam.ps. The latest elates known of these 

a~·clin ian postmarks on French tamps are indicated in the column "Remarks" 
of the following tables. 

'l'hese Sa.rdinian postmark on stamps of the French Empire issue are quite 
rarer than those of the same Post Offices on Sarclinian stamps by reason of the 
short historical period in which they were used. 

* * * 
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The names of the months in the Sardinian postmarks of the Savoy are 
generally indicated in French. There are two types of postmarks of the Post 
Office of Chambery: type I has heavier letters of the inscription and the name 
of the month in Italian, type II bas thinner letters and the name of the month 
in French. 

The following Savoy Post Offices used postmark-stamps with the name of 
the month in Italian: 

BOURGET 
LA CHAMBRE 
LE BIOT 
REIGNER 

RUFFIEUX 
ST. GERVAIS 
ST. GINGOLPH 
TO RENS-SALLES 

All the postmarks of the Country of Nice have the name of the month in 
Italian. 

COUNTY OF NICE 

c c> 
Post Office 0 eo No. :;; Re marks Names 0 .. 0 .,,., 

~ 
..0 .. " ~ 

c <> .. E 0. 0. .. ~ .,,-
>-

,., ,., 0 C3 o~ rn I- !>. a: 

732 BREGLIO p @ 7 26 4 IX Red in 1855. 
June 19, 1860. 

733 CLANZO p @ 29 7 7 XII August 11, 1860. 
734 CONTES p @ 28 19 5' XII September 23, 

1860. 
735 DRAPPO '58 @ 29 8 7 -
736 EZA p @ 29 5 7 XII 
737a GILETTA ·p ~~~;~~ 10 8 7 XI 
737b @ 29 XI 
738 GUILLAUMES p @ 7 12 4X 
739 ISOLA p @ 29 12 7 -
740 LA CROIX- '57 @ 29 5 7 XII Green in 1858 

POGGETTO and 1860. 
THEN. 

741 LANTOSCA p @ 29 23 7 XII August 17, 1860. 
742 LEVENZO p @ 28 17 5X September 25, 

11860. 
A forged double 
!circle postmark 
is known dated 
June 8, 1859. 

743 MENTONE p @ 7 43 4 VI Red in 1860. 

I September 16, 

I 11860. 
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COUNTY OF NICE 

" " C> 
Post Office 0 "Ee .. 

No. ~ Remarks -u Names 0 0 "O .. "" ..Q 

" " ::; " <> .,-
~ "O:;; w> E " " .. .. "0 " ,., ,., 0 

_ .. 
>- rn I- Q. (3 a: oz a: a: 

744a MONACO p @ 7 12 1 XI September ll, 
1860. 
Blue in 1852-
1856. 
There are many 
forgeries of 
this double 

. circle postmark . 
745a NIZZA p _. ll 368 1 VI Two types of 

MARITT.A ! 
diamonds post-
marks. 

745b ~~~~ 10 VI Double circle 
postmark known 
on the I issue. 

745c @ 7 VI Red in 1854, 
1857, 1858, 
1859. 
September 19, 
1860. 

745d Q 14 VI 
745e L 53 XII Straight ca pi-

ta ls line post-
mark known on 
the IV issue. 

745f NIZZA Q 14 I 
MAR.A 

746a POGGETTO p ~~;~;~~ 10 ll 4 IX Pen cancellation 
I 

known on the I 
issue. 

746b @ 7 IX August 31, 1860. 
747 PONTE DEL @) 29 - September 18, 

VARO 1860. 
748 ROCCA- p @) 29 19 7 XI Blue in 1852- I 

BIGLIERA 1853. I 
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COUNTY OF NICE 

M o 

c ·c.? 
Post Office 0 ·Ee .. 

~ Remarks - o 
No. Name 0 .. "O " cc 

<.?: .. -
~ ..0 .. ::> M c w> .. E Q Q :; 

== 
"O~ "0 

> ,.. ,.. 0 0 (5 !; .t rt 
"' I- a.. a: 

749 ROCC.(\.- p @ 28 5 5X 
STER ONE ' 

750a ROSSI- p ~~~~~ 10 28 7X Br own red in 
GLIONE 1853, 1855, 

1856, 1858,1859, 
1860. 

750b @ 29 x 
751 S#MARTINO p @ 28 18 5 XII September 27, 

LANTOSCA I 1860. 
752a S.MARTINO p ~~;~ 10 33 4X August ll,1860. 

DEL VARO 
752b @) 7 x 
753 S.SALVA- p @ 29 5 7X 

TORE 
754 S.STEFANO '52 @ 28 21 5 IX 

MONT. 
755 SAORGIO p @ 29 30 5X Red in 1856. 
756 SCAR~NA p @) 7 20 4 IX 
757a SOSPELLO p ~~~;~ 10 44 4 VII September 6, 

1860. 
757b @ 7 VII 
758 TORRETTA p @ 29 13 7 XI 8 
759 TOETTO- '54 @ 29 5 7 XII 

VARO , 
al 760 TRINITA'- I 57 J @ 29 14 7 XII 

VITTORIO 
76la TURBIA p @ 29 9 7 XII 8 
76lb @) 7 XII 
762 UT ELLE ,P @) 7 23 4X 8 
763 VILLAFRAN- p @) 7 23 4 VIII October 9, 1860. 8 

CA MAR.A I 
764 VILLAR '52 @ 29 9 5 XI 

DEL VARO 
765 ABO ND AN CE p I @ 128 14 5JIX 2 Aout 1860. 
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SAVOY 

c ·c > 
Post Office 0 "Ee .. 

No. ~ Remarks - o 
Names 0 0 "<>" cc 

.0 .. :> c < .~ .. -:. E ~ 
M > a. a. .. -o-:O .. 0 .. ,., ,., 0 0 -~ ct Q: >- "' I- 0.. a: o-

I 
766 AIGUEBELLE p @) 7 11 4 VI Blue in 1851, 

1854 , 1855. 
26 Juillet 1860. 

767a AIME p ~~;~ 10 12 4X Red in 1854. 
767b @ 7 x 26 Juillet 1860. 
768a AIX-LES- p ~~~ 10 38 3 IV Two types of 

BAINS circular post-
marks. 
Blue in 1855. 

768b @ 7 IV 18 Septembre 
1860. 

769 IALBENS p @ 7 17 4 VII 11 Novembre 
1860. 
Blue in 1855. 

770a ALBERT- p @ 7 38 2V Pen cancellation 
VILL:jli known on the I 

issue. 
. Two types of 

double circle 
postmarks. 

I 

29 Septembre 
' 1860. 

Double circle 
postmark known 
on the I issue. 

771 ALBY p @ 7 11 6 XI 
772a ANNE CY p L 32 85 2 XI Straight ca pi-

I 

ta ls line known 
on the I issue. 

772b ~~;~;~~ 10 IV Diamond postmark 
known on the 
lOc , 20c, 40c, 
80c of the 

I 
French Empire 

I issue. 
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, 
SAVOY 

c: ·c > 
Post Office 0 ·eo .. No. :;; Remarks _., 

Names 0 .. 0 "O .. c:c: 
..0 

" " 
c: <~ .. -:;; E "' "' 

M 

~ 5] ~~ .. 
" >. >. 0 0 Q:Q: >- (J) ... a.. a: 

774d Q 14 IV Two types of 
double circle 
postmarks. 
27 Septembre 
1860. 

773a ANNEMASSE p ~~~;~ 10 10 4 VIII Diamonds post-
mark known on 
the 20c of the 
French Empire 
issue. 

773b @ 7 VIII Blue in 1856. 
27 Septembre 
1860. 

774a BEAUFORT p ~~;~ 10 31 4 VIII 26 Aout 1860. 
774b @ 7 VIII 
775 BOEGE p @ 29 16 6 IX 26 Aout 1860. 
776 BONNE p @ 29 7 6 XII 
777 BONNEVILLE p @ 7 21 , 3 v Two types of 

double circle 
postmarks. 
27 Septembre 
1860. 

778 EONS p @> . 29 13 6 XII This post office 
was closed Octo-
ber 31, 1854. 

779a BOURGH ST. '52 ~m;~ 10 32 4 VII 23 Septembre 
MAURICE 1860. 

779b @ 7 VII 
I 

780 I BOURGET p 
I @ 1291 41 61XII I I I 

781 IBOZEL p 
I @ 128 1 14 1 41IX I I I 

782 jBRIDES- '51 1 @ 128 1 21 61XII I 
I I I I 

LES-BAINS I I 
783 CEVINS p @ 29 8 6 XII 
784 CRABLE ~ --

1 · :Jtl @ 29 
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SAVOY 

M • 

c -> c_ 

Post Office 
0 EC " No. B Remarks -" 0 0 "" " cc Name .r> c < .?: .. -

~ " :> M > .. E Q Q ::! :; ~"E "0 

>- ,.. ,.. 0 
<:> Q: Q: 

"' .... Q. a: o-

785a l CHAMBERY I p I Ee ln l 58 1 l jvII Red in 1852, I I 
I 

1854, 1856, 
1859. 

785b ~~~ 10 II Diamond post-
marks known on 
the lOc, 20c, 

I 
40c of the 
French Empire 
issue. 

785c @ 7 II 
785d Q 14 II Double circle 

postmark known 
on the I issue. 
Diamond post-
mark known on 
the 20c of the 
French Empire. 
Two types of 
double circle 
postmarks: type 
I has smaller 
letters, type 

I II has larger 
letters and the 
name of the 
month in 
Italian. 
Red in 1852, 
1854,1856,1859: 
15 Septembre 
1860. 

VIA DI L 31 1 x This postmark 
PONT was probably ap-
BEAUVOISIN plied to letters 

I I 
by the Chambery 

I Post Office. 
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SAVOY 

w . 
c ·c:.~ 

Post Office 
0 ·Ee .. 

No. ] Remarks ... ., 
0 0 .,, .. cc 

Name ..c c < .? .,_ 
~ "' :> w> .. E Cl Cl :; :s . -.:i-:;j .. 0 

:;. ,.. ,.. 0 0 oz n: a: rn I- 0.. a: 
-

786 CHAMONIX p @ 129 23 4 VI !Double circle 
' I postmark known 

I on the I issue. 

I 
Blue in 1855, 
1857, 1859. 

I 

'. 26 Septembre 
1860. 

787 CHAMOUX '55 @ 7 14 4 IX Blue in 1857, 
1859. 
12 Novembre 
1860. 

788 CHAPELLE '56 - 6 6 -
BLANCHE 

789 CHATEAU- '59 @ 29 10 x 
NEUF 

790 CHINDRIEUX '59 @ j 7 13 6 -
791 CL USES p @ 7 19 4 VIII Double circle 

postmark known 
on the first 

I 
issue. 

792 COGNIN - 12 -
793 CONTAMINES p @ 29 8 6 XII 20 Juillet 1860. 
794 CRUSE ILLES p @ 29 18 6 XI 2 Septembre 

1860 .' 
795a DOUVAINE p ~~~;~~ 10 12 4 VIII Double circle 

postmark known 
on the I issue. 

795b @ 7 VIII 
796 DOUING p @ 28 3 5 XII 
797 ECOLE '60 @ 29 11 XI 
798 EPIERRE '60 @ 29 [ 5 XII 
799a EV I ANS I P I @ 7 21 4 I X 11 Juillet 1860. 

799/ I [EVIAN I P I @ 7 

I 
IVII 

[ (later) I I I 
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SAVOY 

M • 

c c~ 

Post Office 0 ·Ee .. No. ~ -" 0 0 Remarks "C .. ; .:: Name _., 
" :; 0 c < .~ 

M > .. E Q Q .. ~ ~~ .. 0 

>-
,., ,., 0 a':a': "' .... 0.. 0 a: o-

800a FA VERGES p ~~~;~ 10 35 4 VII Red diamond 
postmark known 
on the I issue. 
Double circle 
postmark known 

@ 7 VII on the I issue. 
20 Juin 1860. 

800b @ 7 VII 
801 FLUMET ' I 57 @ 7 9 6 -
802a FORT LES- p Le. 45 XII Italics with 

SEILLON capital initial 
line postmark 
known on the I, 
II, III, IV issue. 

802b ~~~;~ 10 XII 
802/I L'ESSEIL- 60 @ 3 XII 

LON 
803 FRANGY p @ 7 14 4 VIII Red in 1853. 

17 Aout 1860. 
804 GRESY p @ 7 14 4 VIII 1 Juillet 1860. 
805 LA CHAMBRE p @ 28 6 4X 17 Septembre 

1860. 
Blue in 1859-

I I I 1860. 
806 LA MOTTE p @ 

1
2

~ / 
13 4 IXI 30 Aout 1860. 

807 LANSLE- p @ 15 4 VII 11 Juillet 1860. 
BOURG 

808a LA ROCHE p {;:;:;: 
:~:::::· 10 29 4 VII Circle postmark 

known on the I 

I issue. 
Ultramarine blue 

I 

I 
I in 1855, 1857, 

808b @ 7 VII 1858 and 1859. 

I I 110[ 
30 Juillet 1860. 

809a JLA p {;:;::: 12 4 VII 27 Septembre :~::::~ 
' 
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SAVOY 
w • 
·c .?: 

c: 
Post Office 0 Remarks 

·Ee .. 
No. ~ 

.,, .. -" c: c: 
Name 0 Cl < .?: .. . -

c: w > 
~ .c .. " .,,-:; .. 0 .. E c. c. E .. (5!; Q: Q: 
~ . ;:; "' 0 .... 0.. (.) a: 

ROCHETTE 1860. 
809b @ 7 VII 
810 LE BIOT p @ 28 14 5 X 12 Agosto 1860. 
811 LE p @ 7 11 4X 12 Se:ptembre 

CHATELARD 1860. 
812a LE PLOT p ~~;~;;~ 10 15 6 XII 
812b @ 29 XII 
813a LES p !;:;::: 

~:::::: 10 10 4 VI Blue in 1857-
ECHELLES 1858. 

20 Janvier 1861. 
814a LES '52 f~;;;;~ 10 16 6 XI 

MARCHES 
814b @ 29 XI 
815a MA GLAND p ~~~;~~ 101 

18 7 XII 15 Novembre 
1860. 

815b @ 29 XII 
816a MALTA VERNE p ~~;~;~ 10 6 x This Postal Dis-

tribution ceased 
in 1855. 

816b @ 7 x 
817 MARIGNIER p L 31 18 1 6 XII 
818a MO DANE p ~~;~;~~ 10 12 4 VII 15 Novembre 

' 1860. 
818b @ 7 VII 
819a MONTMEIL- p ~~~;~: 10 13 4 VI Pen cancellation 

LAN known on the I 
issue. 
18 Juillet 1860. 

819b @ 7 VI 
820a MOUTIERS p ~~~;~ 10 20 5 VI 6 Se:ptembre 

I \vI 

1860. 
820b @ 7 

I 82la NOVALAISE p ~~~;~~ 110 17 6 \XII 2 Aout 1860. 

82lb \ @ 
129 

XII 

I 822a PONT BEAU- p ~~;m~ 10 
141 !I X Blue gray in 

!VOISIN I I I 1858-1860. I 
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SAVOY 

c: c: 
Post Offiee 0 ·e .. No. 0 ~ "' Remarks "C " Names c: 

~ 
..Q 

" :; c: <( ·:; .. E Q Q ~ -:. "C 0 .. 
" ,, ,, 0 

0 0: >- "' I- Q. u a: 

822b @ 7 I X 
822/I PONTEBEAU- '58 @ 7 XI 12 Septembre 

VOISIN 1860. 
Blue in 1860. 

823a REIGNIER p ~~;!;~ 10 19 4 X 19 Septembre 
1860. 

823b @) 28 x 
823c L 31 x 
824a RUFFIEUX p ~~;~;~ 10 10 4 XI An italics line 

postmark of this 
post office, of 
doubtful genu-
ineness, is 
known on the IV 

I issue. 
824b @ 

15; 
I XI 

824c Le. XI I 
825a RUMILLY p {;:;::: 

:~:::!:: 10 43 4 VIII 18 Septembre 
1860. 

825b @ 7 VIII 
826 S.GERGUES p - I - 12 6 - This Postal 

Distribution 

I 
ceased between 
1854 and 1856. 

827 S.FELIX 

I 
@ 

1291 
8 

4 /x-828a S.GENIX p :;~;~;~ 10 19 1 Blue in 1860. 
828b @ 7 

4 1 ~x 829a S.GERVAIS p ::;:;::: 10 23 Blue in 1859-:!:::!:: 

I 
1860. 
4 Septembre 

I 1860. 
829b @) 28 IX 
830a S.GINGOLPH p :::::~ 

~::::~ 10 7 6 XI 
830b @ 29 XI 
831 S.JEAN LE @ 29 8 - 20 Juin 1860. 

CHEVELU I I 
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SAVOY 

c ·c > 
No. Post Office ~ Remarks 

·ea " 
Names 0 .. "' 

.,,., -" cc 
~ "" " ~ c < .~ ., -.. E 0. 0. .. ~ .,,- M> 

"c 
" "' "' 0 u 

_ .. 
Q:Q: >- rn I- <>. a: o!: 

I I 
832a S.JEAN DE p ~!~;~ 10 28 2V Red in 1855-

MAUR. 1856. 
832b @ 7 v 
833a S.'JEOIRE p ~!;~;;~ 110 7 6 XI Blue in 1859-

{SAV .PR.) 1860. 
29 Juillet 1860. 

833b I @ 7 XI 
Bourg 

834a S.JEOIRE '52 ~!~;~ 10 6 4 IX 10 Jul. 1860. 
834b @ 29 IX 
835a S.JULIEN p ~!;!;~~ 10 10 3 IX 24 Septembre 

1860. 
835b ' @ 7 IX 
836a S .MICHEL p ~!~;~ 1 1~ 18 4 IX 26 Aout 1860. 
836b @ IX 
837a S.PIERRE p ~!~;~ 

110 
34 4 VIII 3 Juillet 1860. 

D'ALBIGNY 
837b @ I 7 !VIII 
838a SALLANCHES p ~~;~;~~ 110 21 4 VIII Double circle 

I 

postmark known 
on the I issu·e. 
Two types of 
double circle 

838b @ 7 postmarks ; type 

I II is known from 

I 

1859 on. 
14 Septembre 

839a I SAMOENS 
1860 . . 

p ~~~;~ 10 37 4X 1 Septembre '60 . 
839b l @ 7 x 
840a lSEYSSEL p I ~~~~1~ l10 16 4 VIII I 
840b @ I 7 IVIII !Blue postmark 

I I 1 ~nown on the lV I 
I I I issue. I 
I I I I I 11 Septembre '!30 ·I I 
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SAVOY 

c: ·c > 
No. Post Office :3 Remarks 

'i§o "' " Names 0 !! . "' "O"' c: 
.c "' " 

c: <( _::: 
> 

"' E c. c. "' .. ..,- 0 

"' "' "' 0 
C3 

_ .. 
.>: >- en I- a. a: o!i 

I I I I I I I 
8418. TANINGE p ~;:;:;: 10 31 4X Blue in 1854. 

I 
~::::~ 

19 Septembre 
1860. 

84lb @) 7 x 
842a TH ONES p ~m;~ 10 28 4X Pale blue in 

1851. 

I 
Blue in 1854. 

, Red in 1855. 
842b @) 7 x Blue in 1860 . 

14 Septembre 
1860. 

843a THON ON p ~;~;~;~~ 10 44 2V 26 Septembre 
1860. 

843b @) 7 v 
844a THORENS- p ~~;~;~ 10 26 4 XI 

SALES 
844b @) 7 XI 
844c '56 Le. 52 XI Known on the 

stamps of the 
French Empire. 

845a UGINE p ~~~;;~ 10 13 4 XI 5 Septembre '60. 
845b @) 7 XI 
846a VILLAR DE p ~~~;~~ 10 5 6 XII Double circ l e 

BEAUFORT postmark known 
on the I issue. 

846b @ 29 XII 
847a VIUZ-EN- p Le. 52 28 6 XII Straight ca pi-

SALLAZ ta ls line post-
mark known on 
the I issue. 

847b ~~;~;~ 10 XII 
847c @ 29 XII 
848 VOGLANS 

I 

- - 7 -

849a YENNE p ~~;~;~ 10 33 4 IX 23 Septembre 

849b I @) 7 IX 
11860. 
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Orange Free State 2 l-2d of 1892 
By STEPHEN G. RICH 

Prior to October 1892, the Orange Free State had no stamp of 21/2d denomi­
nation. In that year and month the first one appeared, followed by anpther in 
.January 1897. In both cases the new stamps were made by surcharging the 
3d. ultramarine, of which a large supply had remained on hand. 'fhe 3d. was 
issued for the domestic letter rate, which had been 4d. prior to Sept. 1, 1882, and 
which was red,uced to 2d. on July 1, 1883. Its subsequent use was naturally 
mueh limited. 

The first 2%d. stamp was not made for any U. P. U. rate, but as a result 
of postal treaties with Cape of Good Hope which extended to mail originating 
in the Free State and sent overseas via the Cape. The Cape had adopted a rate 
of 21hd. to England on Jan. 1, 1890, and a 21/2 d. registration rate within South 
Africa at some time in 1892 (possibly for mail to some overseas countries also ). 
The Cape did not join the U. P. U. until Jan. 1, 1895 and the 0. F. S. not until 
January 1898. 

The first 0. F. S. 2%d. was overprinted with ordinary 10-point Scotch 
Roman type, not bold face: just "21/2d." on the center of the stamp, with no 
bar crossing out the '' Drie Pence' ' at the bottom. Information as to quantity 
made, size of overprinting form for one or two panes, etc., is entirely lacking 
up to now. No full panes seem to have survived. We do not know whether 
there were several printings, but suspect one only. 

No doubles or inverts appear to have been made. 
The few varieties that tixist are typesetter's errors. In all there are 12 

of these known, of which only one has been deemed worthy of catalog rank by 
Scott and Gibbons. From Geldhof 's book of 1938 and the writer's own collection , 
the following· are the known ones, arranged in order of presumed interest or 
''importance.'' 

1. No period after 2 112 . 
2. Wide figure 2 (3 %, mm. including period instead of 3 % mm. for 

"2 % d.") 
3. Comma instead of period after 2 1h d. 
4. Inverted comma instead of period after 2 % d. 
5. Printer's space after 2 % d. 
6. Square period instead of round, (possibly only heavy inking). 
7. 2 of "1h" has curly tail. 
8. I instead of 1 in"%." (Existence of this doubted-S. G. R.). 
9. "1h" leans to left. 

10. Broken top of 1 in"%" and broken bottom of "d." 
11. 1 of "1h" broken in middle. 
12. 2 of "1h" broken to resemble inverted "l." 

The earliest date of use thus far recorded is June 5, 1893, at Post Wissel 
Kantoor (Money Order Office), Bloemfontein, a copy in my collection. A :fine 
block of four which I have shows June 6, 1894 use, R.egistered Bloemfontein. 
Usage in each year, 1893 to 1897 is known, shown by year dated town cancella­
tions. Covers with this stamp are exceedingly scarce: the only one I know of 
is :;t. registered cover from Ladybrand, Feb. 18, 1897, with a strip of 3 and a 
single, together with four ld. stamps. 

'fhe stock surcharged does not show any appreciable color shades. Heavily 
and lightly inked overprint, and overprint impressed into the paper, occur. 

When the supply was used up, at the start of 1897, a different overprint 
style was used for a new supply, thus giving us the 21/2d. in bold face type. 
1897 issue. 
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Several matters warrant mention in this issue, so that continuity is waived 
for the sake of individual treatment. 

No editor enjoys admitting to belatedness, and yet that is exactly the duty 
in this instance. Local conditions are not completely without their responsibility, 
but in this instance numerous problems of a personal nature have also reared 
their unfortunate heads. Your editor can only express his sincere regrets. 

It is planned that the next two issues, with handbooks, will follow very 
shortly so that the regular sequence of issues will again be practiced, with 
planned groupings of articles of interest to members and subscribers. 

The National War Fund Auction, headed by our pr~sident, Robert L. 
Graham, Jr., is making important strides towards the goal set-notably a suc­
cessful auction by and for the stamp fraternity, with the greatest possible sum 
being raised for a truly worthy cause. There is yet a need for good material, and 
every one who has not already done so is urged to give one or more choice selec­
tions or a cash contribution. 

Contributions should be sent directly to Mr. Graham at The Collectors Club, 
22 East 35th Street. 

Another philatelic cause depending upon stamp collectors and dealers is 
Stamps for the Wounded. If ever philately had an opportunity to prove its 
sincerity this is the time. Stamps for the Wounded, under the chairmanship of 
member Ernest A. Kehr, has undertaken the tremendous task of gathering 
material and seeing that it is properly distributed to our fighting men who have 
been invalided. 

The Board of Governors of The Collectors Club endorses this campaign, and 
suggests that members gather every possible stamp and send their shipments to 
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Mr. Ernest A . Kehr, "Stamps for the Wounded," 230 W est 41st Street, New 
York. Demands upon the available supplies are so great that replacements are 
urgently needed. 

As another suggestion, volunteers are needed to aid in making up package: 
of stamps for distribution. Members with some spare time are invited to place 
this time at the disposal of 1r. K ehr. 

Members who have not paid their dues for 1945 will not receive future issues 
of Trrn COLLECTORS CLUB PmLA'l'ELIS'l', nor will they be entitled to any of the 
handbool- to be published during the year until the matter has been cleared up. 
Production costs and paper shortage r ender such continu ation impracticable. 

Alvin Good, one of the pioneers in the hobby, and a man conversant 'vith 
many of the great names is preparing a book which i expected shortly. Mem­
bers and subscribers ar e urged to secure a copy shortly after publication is an­
noun ced as they will find it well worth r eading. 
Alf red F. Lichtenstein Exhibits Wes tern Franks 
A large and enthu iastic gathering at the reO'ular meeting of the Collectors 

Club on the evening of January 17th was given a rare treat. Probably nowhere 
in the world could such a di. play of covers have been seen, and few, if indeed any 
exhibitor , have the knowledge of W estern Franks ·which has been acquired by 
Alfred F. Lichten tein over a long period of years. 

About six hundred covers were shown, selected from the immense Li chten­
stein collection fo r their historical significance, rarity, or philatelic interest. 
Each cover had its own tory and also formed part of the story of th e beginning 
and development of mail service to, from and in localities of the W est, particu­
larly in California and the Pacific Coast . As space does not permit individual 
mention of so many covers, this r eport is obliged to omit much of the detail which 
filled fr. Lich ten tein 's talk and to confine itself mostly to the r easons for the 
W estern Franks and the use made of these devices for prepaying the charge for 
a postal ervice. 

F ew collectors may realize the difficulties under which mail service was 
established and maintain ed at U. S. post offices on the P acifi c Coast, during and 
in th e year s following the gold rush of 1849. Some idea may be gained from the 
Memoirs of General Sherman, who, as Lt. W. 'l'. Sherman, sailed from New York 
in July 1846 with the first 1: . S. troops which were sent to California. Similar 
r eferences will be found in ''Sherman , Fighting Prophet,'' the book by Lloyd 
Lewis. Suffice to say here that salaries of government employees were limited, 
while living costs r ose to fantastic heights. What oldier drawing $8 per month 
would not be tempted to desert when employed as a carpenter building barracks 
alongside civilian carpenters who were being paid $8 per clay ? Government 
po tage rates were fixed by law, but expre s companies who chose to carry mail 
could charge what the traffic would bear-and often did so. Evidence exi ts 
that at least one important po tmaster in California was subsidized by the ex­
presses to favor them in an obviou way. Th ey could well afford to pay fo r 
favors which not only put additional business in their hands. but also enabled 
them to render quicker mail service to their patrons. If such practice may seem 
to savor of venality, actually it may have be n the method by which a post­
master obtained enough money to keep from tarving ! Handicapped as it was 
by conditions over which it had little control, the Po. t Office Department gradu-
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ally extended its service and carried on with such per sonnel as it could obtain. 
At many mining camps the government service was not established promptly, 
if at all. 

The expresses formed a most important link in th e connection between the 
gold seekers and the civilization and loved ones which they had left. The ex­
presses brought supplies, mail and n ewspapers to the camps, and took out gold , 
dust and mail. They marked th eir business names on blank envelopes which were 
sold and used as prepaid stamped envelopes-such impression or frank being 
evidence of prepayment in place of an adh esive stamp. At first the '' franks ' ' 
were usually handstamped. Later they were printed , usu ally in the upper left 
corner of th e envelope. On letter s which went in to the U. S. mails the govern­
ment postage may have been prepaid by a government adh esive stamp current in 
the 1850s. Mr. Lichtenstein showed some of these and the audience was informed 
that they ar e r ar e because in the Act of Congress of 1852 use of other than U. S. 
stamped envelopes for mail transpor ted ' by private carriers became illegal. 

During the period of gr eatest use the express franks were impressed on 
U. S. stamped envelopes. Th e same type of frank may have continued in use for 
a considerable period ; in other instances it would seem that th e type was changed 
whenever a :gew supply of envelopes was obtained . Many of the expresses were 
small concerns with meagre r esources and had a short life. Occasionally a frank 
is so r are that it may not exist on a complete envelope. Mr . Lichtenst ein pointed 
out that altho his collection contains many r arities from the Ackerman , F errari , 
and Phillips accumulations, the best examples of some varieties he has yet ob­
tained are on. pieces cut from · envelopes. It is not unlikely that some var ieties 
were used of whi'ch no example has survived. 

Th e ownership or firm name of some expresses changed several times, result­
ing in different types of their frank or franks. Mr. L ichtenstein traced sever al 
of these. His showing of th e F eather River E xpress (Everts, Wilson & Co. etc. ) 
in chronological sequence was particularly fine. Adams & Co. was one of the 
very few expresses whi ch had adhesive stamps as well as printed fr anks. Ad­
hesives from some few remainder sheets ar e compar atively common , but used on 
covers, as in th e L ichtenstein collection, they are extr emely r ar e. That is also 
t rue of th e li t tle known Adams & Co. franks in a type r esembling the early W ell s, 
F argos. Af ter Ad ams & Co. failed in the panic of 1855 th e busin ess was r eorga­
nized an d carried on for some years by former Adams employees un t il the title 
'' P acific Union Express Co. '' 'l'h e latter used many franks. E ventually most 
of the Califo rni a. E xpresses either went out of business or were absorbed by 
W ells, F ar go & Co. 

Th e W ells, F argo franks fo rm th e largest single group. Mr. Li chtenst ein 
showed only a. few from his collection. Some of these were " double franks," 
such as envelopes with Freeman & Co's frank impressed first and a. W ells, Fargo 
frank eith er superimposed or placed elsewhere on th,e same envelope. Others 
wer.e carried by the famous P ony Express. One cover, altho not bearin g a. 
printed frank, must be mentioned. It is a stampless ' 'first day '' cover from 
California, April 3, 1860, carried on the initial eastward trip of the Pony Ex­
press-rate, $5 per half ounce. Later the rate was cut in two and was furth er 
r educed to $2 just before the pony stamps were issued in th e spring of 1861. 
From July 1, 1861 unt il the t r anscontinental pony service ended late in October 
the rate was $1 per half ounce. Mr. Lichtenstein showed cover s bearing stamps 
prepaying the 1861 rates, and also th e lOc and 25c rates on the "short run " to 
Nevada (in 1863 ?) . And cover s showing the express service between Denver 
and th e Missouri River. 

Among th e gr eatest rarities was a used envelope having th e pony stamp 
printed thereon. Of th e small number of these odd stamped envelopes believed 
t o exist nearly all ar e unused . 

-T. E . S. 
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UNITED STATES STAMPS 
Overprinted "C~nal Zone .- Panama" 

U.S. stamps of the 1902 Issue Nos. 300, 304, 
306, 307, and 319 values re, 2c, 5c, 8c, roe 
with neat, black overprint. Canal Zone 
Nos. 4 to 8 inclusive. 

This has always been a scarce set in fine 
unused condition and we were fortunate to 
secure the first choice supply we have had 
in years and can offer the following:-
Complete Set' Extra Fine __________________ $2r.oo 

Complete Set Fine ------------------------------ I7.00 
Sets without the re & 2c ____ $I9.oo and $15.00 

Blocks of 4 above at same ratio. 
Complete set straight Edges ______________ $ro.oo 

ONLY ONE EACH OF THE 
FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

Set of L. L. Corner Margin Blocks 
IC, 2C, 5c, 8c ______________ __________ __ ________ $ 75.00 

Set Bottom Plates (6 each) Compl. I65.oo 

Set Left Plates ( 6 each) Com pl. ______ 165.00 

(The Ioc Plate Blocks are somewhat re-in­
forced but of fine appearance.) 

Set U. L. Split Arrows of 4 each com. $90.00 

Set L. R. Split Arrows of 4 each Ic, 
2c-5c & 8c _____ ___________________________________ $65.00 

ECONOMIST STAMP co.9 INC. 

87 Nassau Street £ New York 79 N. Y. 
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For Spe~ialized Colle~tions 

THE BRUCE POST . 
SPECIAL ALBUM· 

Binders are bound in three quarter black, red or 
green genuine Morocco leather. 

Fifty quadrille ruled pages of the finest quality 
Crane's bond paper, linen hinged , with Glassine 
interleaving. 

Each album packed with slip case to match the 
binding. 

Compare this album with any other on the 
market. We are sure you will agree there is 
no finer album made. 

Pre-war quality. Limited supply. 
Price $1 3.50 

See it at your dealer's 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1 West 47th Street New York, N. Y. 
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VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS 

UNITED ST ATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS 
& BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Complete except fo r the great r ari ties, this 104-page 
catalog, with more than 1,000 illustrations for your con­
venient reference, lists and prices a ll major varieties of 
the countries included . It serves n ot on ly as a val uable 
check list and guide, but a l so as a r eliable source of supply 
for these popular stamps at economical prices. Every col­
lector needs this u seful and authoritative catalog. Send 
for a copy today if you do not a l ready have one. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE 
With 128 pages, informative write-ups, and beautiful 

illustrations. this comprehens ive cata log lists and prices 
one of the most attractive of a ll spec ia l groups: 'l' he 20th 
Century Iss ues of i\Iodern Europe. H er e you will find -
from Andorra to Vatican City - those attractive stamps 
which tell so vivid ly the story of our own times, and 
which have enjoyed such rapidly increasing popularity in 
recent years. SPnd for a copy today a ::id see for yourself 
why "Modern Europe" is one of the most interesting and 
important stamp catalogs ever published. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS 
Devoted to one of the most popular of a ll the special 

gro ups, this bPautifnl illu st rate<l 128-page catalog li sts -
from Aden to Zanzibat· - the 20th Century I ssues of t he 
British Commonwealth of Nations. So far as we know\ 
it is the on ly publication of its kind in Lhe worl cl; and 
since it is backed by what we beli eve to be the most 
comprehensive existing stock of Br itish 20th Century 
issues, we feel certain you will find it in val uable: both as 
a reference list, and as a convenient so urce of supply­
at favorable prices - for these none-too-plentiful stamps. 

Sent for 1 Oc to Cover Mailing 

AIRMAI,_ STAMPS 
"Quite the finest thing in t h e ai rm a il line to appear in 

the U. S. A ."-George Van Den B erg. "Best presentation 
yet made of the fasci nat ions of collect ing airmail stamps. 
A 'must for every collector."-Stamps l\l agaz in e. "One of 
the fi nest volumes .... In effect, a complete p r iced catalog 
of t he world 's airmail stamps."-Linn 's Weekly Stamp 
News. "Attractive prices."-Camderi Courier-Post. "1"1ost 
beautiful price list of a irma il stamps we have ever seen . 
• . . A valuable g uide and check li st, well worth a dollar." 
- Weekly Philatelic Gossip. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
To r eplenish our extensive r etail stocks we are cons tan tly buying-at 

generous prices-collec tions a nd accumulations of postage stamps, provided 
they a re worth $50 or more. . . . Our free appraisals, good prices and prompt 
paymen ts-with no haggling or delays-have made u s innumerable friends 
among collectors with stamps to sell. . . . Send for our free booklet of val­
uable information, "If You Have Stamps to Sell," and read it for your own 
protection before disposing of your collection. Free on Request. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. • Transit Bldg. · BOSTON 17, MASS. 
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Comprehensive Service in British 

Collectors' Wants 
Want lists are filled from one of the most compre­

hensive British Empire stocks in the country. Each 

request receives specialized attention. Your want 

list in the mail or your personal visit to our offices 

wi 11 benefit your collection . 

Collections Purchased 
Stamps of the British Em pi re are purchased in singles, 

sets and collections in mint or used condition . Your 

inquiry is invited . 

Licensed Auctioneers 
Our regularly held auctions are noteworthy for the 

satisfactory results achieved for both buyers and 

sellers. Auction material consists mainly of British 

Empire with occasional offerings of General Foreign 

and Air Mail. Auction catalogues are free on request . 

Equitable Stamp Company 
British Empire Issues Exclusively 

Albert H. Levitt Earl N. Levitt 

505 Fifth A venue New York 17, N. Y. 
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June 18' & 19 Public Auction 
Prize Winning Collection of 

UNITED STATES REVENUES 
Among Many SHOW PIECES Are: 

1st ISSUE PERF01RATED 
3c Playing Card 
4c Playing Card 

6c Propr ietary 

$200 
$20 Probate of W ill 

Green and Red 

1st ISSUE 
3c Playi ng Card 

IMPERFORATED 
$2.50 Inland Exchange 
$ 3.50 Inland Exchange 

$ 15.00 Mortgage 
40c Inland Exchange 

$ 1.60 Fore ign Exchange 
$ 1.90 Forei gn Exchange 

$20 - $25 - $ 50 

$200 Green and Red 

2nd ISSUE 
$200 - $500 

$5000 Proof 

2nd ISSUE INVERTS 
lc - 2c - 5c 1 Oc - 50c - $ 1 - $5 

30c 3rd Issue 

PR01PRIETARY 1871 
1 c Invert 

· 1 Oc - 50c - $ 1 - $5 
(Both Green and Violet Paper) 

PROP RI ET ARY 1875 
Sc Roulette 6c Roulette 

l Oc Blue Perforated 

All Brilliant Colors-Magniii~ent Condition 

Do Not Fail to Request th is Auction Catalog. 
OUR JULY SA.LE 

35-Volume General Collection 

V AHAN MOZIAN, INC. 
505 - Fifth Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 
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PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 
THE A. E. FRIES COLLECTION 

STAMPS OF THE 

UNITED STATES 
AND 

POSSESSIONS 

LDT ND. 23 

WALTER S. SCOTT, AUCTIONEER 

JUNE 19th, 1945 

AT THE OFFICE OF 

EDSON J. FIFIELD 
500 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 18, N . Y . 
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.ACE 
HIGH 

lor 

_Results 
You Don't Camble 

When You Sell Your 

Stamps Through ... 

Harmer 
· Rool~e & Co. 

Auction Sales 

RECORD AFTER RECORD 
HARMER, ROOKE & CO. continue with the " finest series of auction sales ever 
held." In the past few months more records have been broken than ever 
before in philatelic history. The staggering total of approximately 

$450,000.00 
has been realized at our auction sales in just over two months ' time. 

We believe this to be an all -t ime world record for any firm of philatelic auc­
tioneers. Chief item among the many thousand sold during this period was 
the block of 8 United States 24c air mail inverts which brought $27 ,000.00, 
while scores of " lesser lights" exceeded the $ 1000.00 mark.' 

The moral is that if you have fine stamps to sell - you cannot do better than 
sell through 

HARM ER, ROOKE & CO. 
It costs no more , and whether your collection is worth $ 1000.00 or 
$ 1 00,000.00 the same scrupulous care and attention is given your stamps. 

DABMEB!I HOOKE & CO. 
560 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 19~ N. V. 
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Every Dealer and Collector Should Have 
the DIETZ 

CONFEDERATE STATES 
CATALOG and 
HAND-BOOK 

Edition Limited 1945 PRICE, $3.00 

Third Edition -Completely R evised 
Fully Illustrated 

C loth , 231 pages, 6x9 

Excerpts from the Press : 
All in all it is a marvelous work, the most 

thorough volume on a specialized subj ect 
tha t we hav e ever seen, and again words 
fail us in our auempt to "gild the lily." 
-GEORGE W . L1 NN in Li1111 's W eekly . 

1t is an ex traordi na ry P. ubli cation . .. a vol­
ume tha r belongs in th e library of every U. S. 
coll ector. - G EORGE B. SLOANE in Stamps. 

Without doubt one of the fin est publica­
tions of its kind ... a joy to behold and to 
possess.- DAvrn LrnMAN in Tiu Chicayo Sun. 

A monum ental com pendium of info rmatio n. 
- ER N EST KE H R in New York H erald- Tribun e. 

No similar book exists anywhere.-J AMES 
W . FAWCETT in The Star, W ashi ngron, D. C. 

It is the " Bible" by which every Confed­
erate coll ector g uides his co ll ec t i n~ life.­
GEO. N. MALPASS in W eekly Philatel1c Gossi p. 

The most complete vo lum e ever published 
on Con fed erat e Philat ely.- { OHN S. SPARKS, 
JR. in Fort W orth (T exas Star- T elegram. 

Students interes ted in a ny phase of Con­
f ed erate Postal Histo ry wi ll find this volum e 
indispensable.-T/re Essay-Proo f Journal. 

It is a must book for a nyone inter es ted in 
the stamps of the Confederacy.-AL BURNS 
in W estern Stamp Collector. 

Revi ews a phase of Ame rican hi story sel­
dom fo und in oth er books.-PAUL S. HEDRICK 
in Tulsa (Okla.} Daily W orld. 

THE DIETZ PRESS, INC. 

~:1:12:::E:a:s:t::C::a:r:y::S:t:r:e:e:t:::::::P:U::B:L:l:S:H::E:R:S::::::R::ic::h:m::o:n:d::1:9:1::V:i:r:g:i:n:ia::~ 
THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

PARTICULARS FREE 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

During the War all business correspondence and the New Issue 
Service will be carried on at the following address until further notice : 

Y. Q., ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX Phone : Rotherfield 153 

My Strand Office is still open and a good stock and wide range of British and 
British Colon ials Is available for filling in wants and missing varieties. 

Bu s ines s As Usual in Spite of Reduced Staff 

R. ROBERTS 
PHONE-TEMPLE BAR 2888 

Deale r In Rare Sta mps 
,mporter of New Issu es 

430, STRAND, W. C. 2 
CABLES-EXSTAMPUS, LONDON 
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GENERAL STAMP COMPANY 
l 00 NASSAU STREET 

New York City 

* 

We carry a complete Line of 

20th Century and New Issues 
SELECT FROM THOUSANDS OF SETS IN STOCK 

ASK FOR DETAILS ON OUR NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

Store open daily from 9 :30 A M. to 7 P. M. 

L. TANKEL, Propr. 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SOMETIME every collector wants 
some special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps, 
not to be found in dealers' regular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs . Just such 
service is the sole function of J. C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
mission, for collectors who wish to add 
to their collections or dispose of them 
in whole or in part. Collections for 
disposal are examined without cost 
(except postage) to the owner and 
commissions are charged only on com­
pleted transactions . If yo u want to 
buy or sell . 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & ·CO., INC. 
( Subsidiary of Scott Stamp t;t Coin Co. Inc .) 

1 West 47th St. , New York, N. Y. 
IF YOU COLLECT 

THE STAMPS OF THE 

OLD ITALIAN ST A TES: 
LOMBARDY VENETIA 

MODENA 

NAPLES 

NEAPOLITAN PROVINCES 

PARMA 

ROMAGNA 

ROMAN STATES 

SARDINIA 

SICILY 

TUSCANY 

in very fine to superb condition, send 
us your want-list for a quotation. 

D. S. BOLAFFI 
551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

Stamp Dealers and Experts S ince r894 
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Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would he 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B. N. A., which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

DANIEL F. KELLEHER 
7 Water Street Room 404 Boston, Mass. 
CAT ALOC OF ESSAYS FOR 
u, S. ADHESIVE POSTAGE STAMPS 

Over 600 illustrations, 
236 pages from 1845 to 
1937. Arranged as es­
sayed by Scott's Num­
bers. Handsomely bound 
in red cloth with gold 
lettering. Price $6.00. 

A HISTORICAL CATALOG OF U. S. STAMP 

ESSAYS & PROOFS OF THE 1898 
TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ISSUE 

Contains 42 large illustrations 5x3'h 
inches, 48 pages, giving source of vig­
nettes, designers, engravers, di e numbers, 
quantities issued, etc. 

of both bi-eolor essays and proofs, 
bound in gray cardboard. 

Price $1.00 Post Paid. 

Every Speciali{ed Collection Sbould Include 

U.S. ESSAYS & PROOFS 
CET MY PRICE LIST. WHY PAY MORE? 

Free to request on your letter paper. 

CLARENCE W. BRAZER 
415 A-Lexington Av. (43d St. ) New York 17, N. Y. 

The Essay & Proof Center 
NOVA SCOTIA 
A fortunate purchase enables us to offer 

real ly fine mint unhinged copies of these 

beautiful early classics at substantiall y below 

the market . For one month only, subject 

unsold, we can offer them at these special 

prices. 

No. Fine Mint. Bl ock Block Sgles. 
8 1 c black .. .... 1.25 1.00 .25 
9 2c lilac ....... ... 1.25 1.00 .25 

11 81h c green .. .. 1.50 1.20 .30 
12 1 Oc vermil ion .. 3 .75 3.00 .75 
13 12 112 c black ... . 5.00 4 .00 1.00 

SPECIAL THIS MONTH 

All five above, mint .... .. .. ... .... . ........ $ 2 .50 
Blocks $ 10.00 ; Imprint blocks ...... 12.00 
Corner blocks of 16 with double 

imprint ........................................ 40.00 
Five cpl. sheets of 100 ....... . ............ 225 .00 

For extra fine centering add 20 % 

J. N. SISSONS 
204 Clenrose Avenue, Toronto 5 , Canada 



XI COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
OUR BIDDERS' CONFIDENCE 
is th e 

KEYSTONE OF OUR SUCCESS 

( 33 . Y ears Public Auctions} 

281ST SALE, JUNE 12, 13, 1945 

A desirable Lot U. S., Bri . Colonies, For­
eign, etc . Also Part I of the Floor Boxes 
from the Estate of Percy G. Doane (de­
ceased) . Catalog Free. 

OHLMAN AUCTION 

Collections, Dealer' s Stocks , Etc. 

We Sell Them at Either 

PUBLIC or PRIVATE SALE 

If you price them right, we sell them. 
OR You can take your chance to get more 
at Our Public Auctions. We always have 
Collections, Dealer's Stocks, etc., to offer 
over the counter . Drop in and examine. 

OHL~IAN GALLEllIES 
l 16- P Nassau St. Est. 1912 N. Y. C. 1 
Monthly Auction Sales 

At The Collectors Club in New York 

• • • 
SPRING AUCTIONS 

NOW IN PREPARATION 

W e Will Be Happy 

to communicate with col­

lectors desiring to take 

advantage of the present 

high price market. 

WRITE FOR CATALOGS TO 

Laurence & Stryker 
7 (J) East 42nd St. , New York 17, N. Y. 
WELL KNOWN 
as 

SPECIALISTS 
of 

SWITZERLAND 
W e a lso carry 
a la rge s tock of 
all 

European Countries 
Mint and Used. 

Want lis ts sol ic ited . Reasonable 
pr ices . 

Ready cash ava ilable for co llec­
t ions or acc umulat ions you wish to 
sell . 

ED. BUSER!l Jr. 
87 Nassau Street, New York 7, N. Y. 
AUCTIONS 
If You Live Within 300 Miles of New York, 

OUR SATURDAY AUCTIONS 

will interest you. 

• 
We ·sell several hundred lots at each 

sale of particular interest to general 
collectors. 

Several important lots now being 
readied for sale. 

Lots are on display from Tuesdays 
to the day of sale and catalogs are 
free . 

If you are thinking of disposing of 
your general collection, our service will 
be of particular interest to you. 

• 
PAUL BLUSS 

51 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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* 
Anticipation 

OUR SPECIALIZED 
STAMP SALES 

of 
With Victory and 

Peace our American 
friends can once 
more avail them­
selves of the most 
satisfactory special­
ised Auction Sales, 
lotted and valued for 
the appreciation of 
the connoisseur in a 
way that has yet to 
be equalled. 

* 

GREAT BRITAIN 
• 

OFFER 

QUALITY & QUANTITY 
These Auctions are renowned for the outstanding properties offered 
-both in size and quality. Most of the finest collections and single 
r.arities of GREAT BRITAIN which have come on the London 
market during the last few years have been dispersed through the 
medium of these Sales. 

The painstaking care and expert knowledge expended on each Cata­
logue provides essential data for the specialist ~nd an accurate 
guide for the general collector. The interests of the vendor can 
have no better safeguard than the discriminating manner in which 
these Sales are lotted. They prove the finest medium in today's 
market for both buyer and seller of absolutely first grade material. 

Our Auctions are not confined to the sale of Great Britain. Specialised Stamp Sales are 
held regularly in which the stamps of one country or group of countries are offered. In 
this way the specialist collector (if he is oh our mailing list) is assured that nothing 
which falls into the category of his particular study will be overlooked. Presentation in 
this manner provides the vendor with the assurance that his material will find the finest 
market amongst the most discriminating buyers. 

General Stamp Sales are held in London and in Bournemouth and offer General Collections 
of all descriptions, whilst Postal History Auctions are scheduled periodically wherein early 
documents of a postal nature, hand-struck stamps, and covers bearing adhesive stamps 
are offered for the student. 

1 There are two exclusive features of all our auctions: ( l ) the fact that our estimate of the 
current market value is printed against each lot ( 1943-44 season we sold stamps valued 
at £88, l 23 for £93,498) and (2) our monthly magazine, "The Philatelist," counts 
among its subscribers most of the advanced specialists who form the backbone of the 
buying public in the London Stamp Market. 

We believe we offer the Auction Service which gives the maximum satisfaction to both 
buyer and seller. 
Spring Auctions include finest collection in world. Mint Belgium, Epaulette and Medallion 
Types. Also eminent collection lmperforate Mauritius. Catalogues usual agents and 
Robson Lowe. 
Should you prefer to have your collection sold intact we can offer you a PRIVATE TREATY 
service which specialises in transferring choice properties of this nature, from one owner 
to another, to the satisfaction of both. 

Full details of our comprehensive services are embodied in our REVIEW-priced 
l I-, post free . 

You Want the Best Nett Results 

We Get Them/ 

L BOBSON 
50 PALL lUALL 

LOWE Ltd. 
LONDON, ENGLAND 



....w.-•-.w..-~ ------------------~ 

SOME PEOPLE 

POOHPOOH TESTIMONIALS 

But we are proud of ours and 

are going to print a few anyway: 

moreover they are unsolicited. 

Buyers Write-
"! am deeply grateful for the 

considerable savings that you ef­
fected on several of these lots, which 
makes it apparent that, had I at­
tended, the realizations would have 
been just the same."-H. H., Jr., 

' New York. 

"It is a real pleasure to be able to 
bid on unseen material in complete 
confidence that it is · properly de­
scribed."-J. A. M., Berkeley, Calif. 

"Am very well pleased with the 
block. In fact, I think you under­
stated the quality."-N. M., Seattle, 
Wash. 

I 

Sellers Say-
"I am astonished at some of the 

prices my stamps brought. N atur­
ally the results are pleasing. I am 
minded to dispose' of more of my 
stamps."-F. P. W., Jr., USA Air 
Corps. 

"Thank: you for the excellent job 
you did in selling our ~tamps. We 
are well satisfied with the final 
returns."-S. P., Washington, D. C. 

"Thanks for your check re my 
stamps sold at your auction. I have 
advised my friends and you should 
hear from them soon."-J. P., Mon­
treal. 

WE cap please you, too I Write for our Sales Catalogues, or, 
if you wish to sell, ask for our leaflet, "Best of Two Worlds," 

which gives all the details of our world-famous Stamp Auction 
Service. 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
32 EAST 57th STREET NEW YORK 22, N • • Y . 

. Established over 50 years 




