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fPn:ce cft·st 
F or B ureau I ssues or earlier U. S. stamps, the 
Scott U. S. Price L ist of]ers you the widest possible 
choice - used, unused, singles, blocks, covers, etc. 
E very U. S. co llector should have the latest edition, 
no·u.: current. The list is free . S end for it today. 

DISCOUNTS ... 

Scott's quotations on U. S. stamps are as low as 
market conditions permit. Discounts are from 
10% to 60 % (a few even higher ) . You can ' t 
go wrong on Scott 's prices. 

CONDITION ... 

Scott quotes on fine examples, only, so there are 
no premiums for you to figure and you are 
assured of stamps you wi II be proud to own. It 
pays to deal with America 's oldest stamp firm . 

Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. 
(A merica 's Oldest Stamp Firm) 

1 West 47th Street New York, N. Y. 
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YOU 

and 

SCOTT'S CATALOGUE 

There are three good reasons why you need the new 

1948 Scott: 

1. PRICES have changed- and how extensively! 

2. LISTINGS have changed-just look at Canada ' 

3. NUMBERS have changed-49 in U. S. alone! 

Tel I your dealer to rush you a copy today. 

Vol. 3.50 

Vol. II 

Doubledecker 

(out in January ) 

3.50 

7.00 

And give your 1947 Scott to Stamps for the Wounded , 

the junior stamp club or your boy 's school library. 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS 
1 West 47th St., New York 19 
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Specialists in the sale 
of FINE STAMPS by 

Auction 

HARMER ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
:l60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19. N. Y. 
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VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS 

UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS 
& BR·ITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Complete except for the great raritie", th is 128-page 
catalog, with more than 1,000 illustrations for your con­
venient reference, li sts and prices all major varieties of 
the co untries included. It ser ves not only as a valuable 
check list and guide, but a lso as n. reliable source of s upply 
for these popular stamps at economical prices. Every col­
l ector needs this useful and authoritative catalog. Send 
for a copy today if you do not already have one. 

Sent for 1 Oc to Cover Mailing 

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE 
With 128 pages, informative write-ups, and beautiful 

illustra tions. this comprehensive cata log li sts and prices 
one of the most attractive of a ll special groups: The 20th 
Century I ssues of .Modern Europe. Here you will fiud -
from Andorra to Vatican City - those attractive stamps 
which ten · so vividly the story of our own times, and 
which have en joyed such rapidly increasing popularit~- in 
recent years . Send for a copy today and see for yourself 
why "Modern Europe" is one of the most interesting and 
important stamp catalogs ever published. 

Sent for 1 Oc to Cover Mailing 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS 
Devoted to one of the most popular of all the special 

groups, t hi s beautiful illustrated 128-page catalog lists -
from Aden to Zanzibal'- the 20th Century Iss11<>s of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. So far as we k11ow, 
it is the on ly publication of its kind i n the world: :tnd 
since it is backed by what we believe to be the 111ost 
comprehensive existing stock of British 20th Century 
issues. we fee l certain you will ti nd it i m·aluable : botb as 
a reftirence list, and as a convenient source of supply -
at fu ,·orable prices - for these none-too-plentiful stamps. 

Sent for 1 Oc to Cover Mailing 

AIRMAIL STAMPS 
"Quite the finest thing in the airmail line to appear in 

the U. S. A."-George Van Den Berg. "Best presentation 
yet made of the fascinations of collectiug airmail stamps. 
A must for every collector."-Stamps Magazine. "One of 
the finest volumes .... In effect, a complete priced catalog 
of the worlcl's airmail stamps."-Linn's Weekly Stamp 
News. "Attractive prices."-Canulen Courier-Post. "l\Iost 
beautiful price list of airmail stamps we have ever seen . 
. . . A valuable guide and check list, well worth a dollar." 
-Weekly Philatelic Gossip. 

Sent for 1 Oc to Cover Mailing 

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly buying-at 

generous prices-collections and accumulations of postage stamps, provided 
they are worth $50 or more. . . . Our free appraisals, good prices and prompt 
payments-with no haggling or delays-have made us innumerable friends 
among collectors with stamps to sell. . . . Send for our free booklet of val­
uable information, " If You Have Stamps to Sell," and read it for your own 
protection before disposing of your collection. Free on Request. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. · Transit Bldg. · BOSTON 17, MASS. 
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Memo to Members: 

The Collectors Club Philatelist comes to our members this 

month in new type dress , format and cover . It has long been 

our thought to make these changes, and to add features which 

we believe will increase interest in our publication. 

The new make-up in two-column pages makes for easier 

reading. The combination of Caslon and Metro type faces 

makes for better legibility, and gives the printed page as a 

whole a more pleasing appearance. The design of our new 

cover is symbolical not only of the world-wide membership of 

The Collectors Club, but also of the stamps our members 

collect·and study. We believe it makes an attractive combina­

tion with the revised body of our pub I ication . 

It has also been felt that our out-of-town members should be 

better informed on what takes place in their club. There­

fo:e , each issue will include a two-page philatelic " calendar," 

one presenting the program of The Collectors Club for each 

quarter , the other listing the meeting dates of the various study 

groups which meet in our club rooms . We hope that this 

" calendar" will provide members who vis it New York with an 

opportunity to plan their philatelic activities along lines of 

greatest interest to themselves . 

Another feature which we plan to develop is a " Letters to the 

Editor" department. We feel that it can be made a very 

useful and constructive feature . Many times our rea.ders 

have doubtless felt that th"ey would .like to comment on .sub­

jects which appear in The Collectors Club Philatelist, or to 
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Memo 2 

offer constructive criticisms or suggestions for its improve­

ment. This department is planned to provide such an oppor­

tunity, and it is our hope t hat free use will be made of it. 

The re are other fea tu res w h ich we plan to add to our publi ­

cation from time to time, as their deta ils are worked out. As 

they are prepared , they wi ll be announced and their purpose 

described in full detail . It _is our purpose to make The Col­

lectors Club Ph ilatelist even more informative and useful than 

if has been in the past, and to use it as a means to keep our 

far -flung membership in close r touch with what is going on at 

headquarters. 

Your Board of Governors , at the November, 1947 meeting, 

decided that outstanding contributions to The Collec tors Clu b 

Ph ilate list should receive some recognition besides the " thank 

you " of a grateful editor. To this end it was decided that a 

suitable medal , properly inscribed , will be awarded each year 

to the author of the outstanding article which represents 

original research and study published in The Collectors Club 

Philatelist. It is hoped that the award can be made a feature 

of our annual meetings . The first such award will be made 

for the year 1948. 

And so the new Collectors Club Philatelist makes its bow. 

[/{. (J.. Zervas 

President 
 THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST 



• 
l 
H \'~tr wldt t • 
m~E:frutQ,d {;G~~ 
<?{ ·fotVC'C? ~~(~ 
l<.!cki)'. 

) \"~ tJ. ." ff.n:mcF 
f'< 1JN v· ~ ::r~ r · d~ s-: 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 7 



AUCTION 

PRIVATE SALE 

We are in the market for very 

fine U. S. and Foreign material, 

either on or off cover. Immedi­

ate cash is available for worth­

while properties. We will either 

purchase your collection out­

right or advance a substantial 

amount against sale at auction. 

If necessary we will travel any 

distance to view a sizeable col­

lection or accumulation. Hold­

ings worth $10,000 and over 

preferred. 

A. P. S. S. P.A. 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
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Rotary Printing by 

PHOTOGRAVURE 

Knowledge of p late manufac t ure as wel I as 

pr int ing process· helps to expla in va rieties 

in issues of South Africa and Great Brita in 

By J. A. PERKINS with F. E. SELLMANSBERGER 
PHOTOGRAPHY has been used in the prepara­
tion of printing surfaces for postage stamps 
since the 189o's, but at first the use of these 
was confined to the reproduction of designs in 
the form of essays. The earliest recorded 
essays of this sort seem to have been made by 
the half-tone process for the New South 
W ales twopence and twopence-h alfpenny 
stamps of I 897. T hey are ~escribed in the 
Royal Phil atelic Society's New South Wales 
handbook (page 302). Since then , photo­
graphic reproduction has been ·used a great 
deal for this class of work. 

The term photogravure indicates that the 
designs were transferred to a plate by a pho­
tographic process, and that the printing was 
intaglio, i.e. , from recesses in the plate. It 
was not until 1914. that such plates were used 
for postage stamps, when the first photogra­
vu re stamps were issued by Bavaria. These 
and most other early photogravure issues were 
printed sheet by sheet from Hat plates. Con­
tinuous printing from cylinders onto reels of 
paper was a later development. 

H ere we are concerned with the modern 
type of production, of which the issues gf 
South Africa and Great Britain are typical 
examples. It is the object of this article to 
show how the various stages of this process 
can be tr aced by the study of the finished 
stamps, and how the variet ies occurring on 
the stamps can be explained by reference to 
the process. No attempt is made to describe 
the technical details of preparing the plates, 
or printing from them , except where these 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
affect the stamps. The details vary with the 
printers; and it is almost impossible to obtain 
information of a technical nature from the 
printers, either in South . Africa or in Great 
Britain. 

The photogravure process for making cyl­
inders has already been described by A. J. 
Sefi (An I nfroduction to Advanced Philately 
and Philatelic Journal of Great Britain, Vol. · 
XLIII, page II5) ; F. J. Melville (British 
Philatelist, Vol. XXVII, No. 6); and J. H. 
Baxter (COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, Vol. 
XV, No. 3). In its most modern and widely 
used form , it is as follows: 

Manufacture of the Plates 

The artist's drawing or a copy of it, such as 
a lithographic print, is photographed, and a 
negative of it is obtained. This is .the master­
negative, and it is developed to get the maxi­
mum contrast in . tones. The contrast may 
have to be accentuated by retouching, since 
some of it is lost during the process of trans­
ferring to the cylinder. 

The master negative is used to make a sec­
ondary negative, which may consist of more 
than one design , often four in a block, and 
which is known as the working negative. This 
is placed in a step-and-repeat machine, which 
is a camera of very fine adjustment capable of 
laying down a succession of prints on a Hat 
surface and insuring that they are correctly 
aligned and have an equal exposure. By 
means of it, prints are made from the working 
9 



ROTARY PRINTING BY PHOTOGRAVURE 
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ROTARY PRI N TI NG BY PHOTOGRAVURE 
negative onto a sensitized glass plate th e 
number of times necessa ry to make up th e 
l ayo ut required for a shee t or pane <;> f stamps. 

Th is glass plate is known as th e mult i-posi­
ti ve . I t is turn ed around and used as a nega­
tive to print onto a sheet of bich romated gela­
tine backed w ith stout paper , which has pre­
viously been prepared by having a screen im­
posed on it. It is known as th e carbon tissue. 

The screen is prepared by ruling a glass 
plate with fi ne intersecting lines very close 
toge ther (see drawi ng), and rubbing graphite 
into them to make th em opaque. This is th e 
mas ter-sc ree n, and through it a print is t aken 
onto another plate of glass , w hich conse­
quently has th e lines transparent and th e 
squ ares fo rm ed by th eir intersections opaque. 
It is this pl ate w hich is used as a negative to 
print th e lines on th e ca rbon tissue. G ener­
ally th e sc ree n consists of r 50 to 17 5 lines to 
an inch. Ex tra de tail gain ed by using fi ner 
screens is likely to be lost by the ink smudging 
ove r th e cells in printing. 

The screen is printed onto th e gelatine of 
the carbon tissue in vacuum fra mes by con­
t ';!C t, with arc lamps. The gelatine contains 
a red pigment w hich ac ts as a guide to expos­
ure, and enables th e images on th e cylind er to 
be seen mo re clea rly du ring etching. P re­
viously, the gelatine has been soaked in potas­
sium bichromate to make it sensitive to light. 
The action of light causes th e gel atin e to 
become insoluble, so th at now th e ca rbon tis­
sue consis ts of minute wall s of insoluble 
gela tine ou tlin ing squ ares w hich are still 
sol uble. 

Nex t th e multi-positive ( used as a nega­
tive ) is placed in contact with the gelatine in 
a vacuum fr ame, and a print is taken through 
it, which causes th e gela tin e in th e cells to 
become insoluble to varying depth s, depending 
on th e different tones in th e multi-positive. 
Th e ex pos ure is such th at slightly less light 
is admitted th rough th e lightest pa rts of th e 
multi-positive th an was admitted th rough the 
tr ansparent parts of the sc reen. The harden­
ing of th e gela tin e shoul d not extend through­
ou t its en t ire thickness, since th at would make 
it difficul t to remove the paper backing. The 
ca rbon tissue is now re ady to be applied to 
th e cylinde r. 

The type of cylinde r generally used in pho­
togravu re wo rk consists of an iron or brass 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B P HILAT ELIST 
core on which a surf ace laye r of copper has 
been elect ro-deposited. After electro-deposi­
tion th e su d ace is rough, and the cylinder has 
to be very ca refully polished. Fi rs t it r e­
volves in a water bath and is groun d by a 
ro ugh stone, such as Scotch snake stone, then 
by a close r grained stone. Then it is polished 
by w ood charcoal, and fin ally by a linen mop 
in a buffing machin e. About 0 .004 inch is re­
moved fr om th e surface. It is th en cleaned 
by momentary applications of dilu te acid and 
alk ali, and is ready fo r th e carbon tissue. 

These cylinde rs are expensive ~nd difficul t 
to store, and it is not usual fo r a printing 
works to keep many of them in reserve. They 
can be ground down after use, abou t 0 .0 07 

inch of th e surface bei ng removed, and then 
re-etched. Af ter do ing thi s once or twice, it 
is necessa ry to deposit some more metal. R e­
cently, thin pl ates curved round iron cores, 
similar in pr inciple to th e steel line-engraved 
plates used in American Stickney presses, have 
been used, bu t I do not kn ow of any stamps 
printed from such plates. 

A stream of water is run over th e cylin­
der , and th e ca rbon tissue is squ eezed in con­
tact w ith it, pape r uppermost. The position 
of th e carbon tissue can be ad j usted as long 
as th ere is any water between it and th e sur­
face of th e cylin der ; but if th ere is not , it 
sticks to th e copper. The cylinder w ith th e 
gelatine wrapped round it is pl aced in a t ank 
of hot water, w hich dissolves the soluble gel a­
tine and allows th e pape r backing to be peeled 
off. Th en it is cooled and dried, and th e 
exposed pa rts not covered by gela tine are 
coated w ith acid-resisting varnish (powdered 
bitumen in spirit ). 

As a result of th e application of th e ca rbon 
tissue, th e pa rt of th e cylinde r w hich will 
become th e printing surface is covered by a 
laye r of gela tine w hich is shallow in the areas 
th at a re to be th e deepest tones, and thickest 
along th e lines of th e screen. This provid es 
the res ist fo r etching. · 

It is now immersed in a bath of etching 
solution, consis ting of di lute fe rric chloride. 
This penetrates th rough th e gelatine, and 
reaches th e coppe r fi r st in the places where 
th e gelatin e is thinnest. It darkens th e copper 
w hen it a ttacks it, and f rom this the w orkman 
can tell w hat st age th e process has reached . 
The etching requires more skill and care th an 
II 



ROTARY PRI N TING BY PHOTOGRAVURE 
any other stage in the manufacture of the cyl­
inders. Concentrated ferric chloride will not 
penetrate gelatine ; usually there are five or 
six baths containing various dilutions with 
water which will penetrate at varying speeds, 
and the process can be controlled by these. 
Many other factors have to be taken into 
account, and it is especially important to keep 
the humidity and temperature of th e etching 
room constant. 

When the etching is finished , the resist is 
washed off, and the cylinder is examined. It 
may be necessary to add cylinder numbers or 
other markings. This is usually done by 
means of local etching through small carbon 
tissues. 

The grefitest depth of etching is about 0.003 

inch. As the cylinder is etched to different 
depths, the different tones in prints from it 
are produced by different thicknesses of ink 
on the paper. In this respect photogravure 
differs from most other processes, and by its 
means it is possible to produce a much more 
subtle and accurate gradation of tones than 
by any other means. . 

Finally, a surfacing of chromium is depos­
ited on th e cylinder. This enables the sur­
face to stand up to the wear and tear of 
printing; and it can b~ removed and the cyl­
inder rechromed when necessary. Over 500,-

000 impressions are often obtained from a 
cylinder by this means. 

Me chan ics of Printing 

During printing, the web (reel) of paper 
passes between the printing cylinder below it 
and an impression cylinder, which is covered 
with rubber or a similar material, above it. 
The paper is already gummed, and it is not 
dampened. The printing is done by pressure 
and absorption, and the pressure between the 
impression and printing cylinders has to be 
considerable. 

As the printing cylinder revolves, it is inked , 
and the excess ink is sc raped off the surface 
by a "doctor" knife, which is a fl exible steel 
blade set at an angle to th e surface of the 
cylinder. Generally it has a slight side-to­
side movement to avoid the possibility of 
wearing one part of th e cylinder. Thus the 
ink remains in th e cells only when the cylinder 
reaches the paper. Photogravure .is intaglio, 
12 
in which respect it differs from other photo­
mechanical methods, although the relief is 
very much smaller than it is in line-engraving. 
When the paper is pressed into the deepest 
cells, so much ink is absorbed that it spreads 
to form solids in the printed design. 

In the cases with which we are dealing, the 
inks have a spi rit (xylol) base, and so dry 
rapidly, but drying can be accelerated by 
blowing moist air over the surface of the web. 
On the presses used for printing English 
stamps, the web is allowed to hang in a series 
of festoons before it is rewound. 

There are also devices which print num­
bers in the side margins at intervals, once or 
twice opposite each sheet. These are for pur­
poses of checking, and are · practically uni­
versal on web-printed sheets; but sheets which 
are fed sheet by sheet occasionally print them 
as well, so they are not entirely distinctive. 

The South African presses also perforate 
the web and guillotine it into sheets, but the 
presses in use in Great Britain do not per­
forate. Some rewind the web and some 
guillotine it, according to whether the stamps 
are to be perforated in the web or in sheets.* 
The English presses also punch register holes 
in the side margins of the web, which will be 
considered later. 

Causes of Varieties 

Such was photogravure printing in 1934, 
when the production of Great Britain stamps 
by this method started. The varieties oc­
curring on almost any photogravure stamps 
can be explained according to it, but the varia­
tions in the process have been many. The 
stamps can be printed sheet by sheet from 
cylinders; or they can be printed from flat 
plates, in which case the multi-positive is not 
essential; and the designs can· be printed direct 
from a working negative onto a sui tably pre­
pared plate. In some earlier photogravure 
work, the screen was introduced in an entirely 
different way, which will be referred to again 
under the South African issues. 

*Mr. Perkins wrote ( February 26, 1939) that al ­
though some Engli sh stamps were perforated in the 
web, they usuall y were perforated in sheets of 
480.-F. E. S. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 



ROTARY PRINTING BY PHOTOGRAVURE 
It can be seen from the above that varie­
ties in a photogravure issue can be caused by 
modification of the-original model or the mas­
ter-negative, in which case the modification 
will occur on every stamp of an issue, pro­
ducing different types equivalent to "dies" in 
line-engraved stamps. Variation can also oc­
cur in one or more of the images of a work­
ing negative, and this will be reproduced on 
one in every four or one in every two stamps 
in a sheet. The multi-positive will inevitably 
contain some marks; and these will occur only 
once in a sheet of stamps. They will be on 
sheets from all of the cylinders made from 
the multi-positive, and will differ in this re­
spect from marks originating later in the proc­
ess. In fact, the multi-positive is equivalent 
to the "master-plate" of some processes. 

Under a glass, the individual cells of the 
screen can generally be distinguished in the 
lighter parts of the design. The superimposi­
tion of the screen can cause variations in the 
design, especially if there are fine lines paral­
lel to those of the screen. These variations 
sometimes have the appearance of a limited 
number of "types," which may be misleading, 
but they are generally different on dif.ferent 
cylinders from the same multi-positive, and 
this fact established their later origin. 

The gelatine can become creased or torn, 
or bubbles may be included between the cylin­
der and it during etching. The type of variety 
resulting from this is known as a "gelatine 
flaw." Flaws can occur on the cylinder, and 
since they are sometimes well-marked, their 
importance is often exaggerated. They are 
especially interesting when they have been re­
touched , before or after the cylinder ·goes to 
press. 

There may be variations in the depth of 
etching, either between different parts of one 
cylinder, or between two cylinders of the same 
issue. Excessive etching causes a faint 
"screen" to appear in the colorless parts of 
the design and between the stamps. The sur­
facing of a cylinder may be defective, or it 
may become worn. Or the ·cylinder may be 
resurfaced, and this may produce two states. 

In the printing, some ink may pass between 
the doctor knife and the surface of the cylin­
der, causing a smudge, which always runs 
more or less in the direction in which the 
stamps are printed . The knife may become 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
damaged, and such damage may cause a 
smudge to be constant in one printing; or grit . 
between the knife and the cylinder may 
scratch the cylinder. All these varieties are 
"doctor scratches" or ,;doctor smudges." 

It is common for the solid parts of a photo­
gravure design to cast shadows of ink in the 
direction of printing. These · are often very 
slight, but sometimes they give the whole de­
sign a shifted appearance. 

Insufficient printing pressure can cause 
variations in the tone of the stamps. If there 
is a blank space on the cylinder across the 
direction of printing (generally the gutter be­
tween the top and bottom of the block of de­
signs) when the printing speed is high , the 
first designs to be printed after this will be 
defective at their bases, owing to failure of 
the ink to be picked up properly. Many things 
can cause variations in the fluidity of the ink, 
since it dries so quickly. Stamps printed with 
dry ink have small colorless flaws and patches 
breaking the design. Generally this effect is 
slight, when present. A too-fluid ink is likely 
to produce the "shadows" already described , 
as well as a mottled effect in the deep tones. 

The web may tear during printing, or two 
reels may be gummed together end to end so 
that the press need not be stopped when one 
is exhausted. These joins are usually marked, 
and the affected sheets are rejected after 
printing, but occasionally sheets are found 
with one or two rows of stamps on double 
paper. 

It now remains to consider the issues of 
Great Britain and South Africa individually. 
It will be found that all the varieties de­
scribed above occur on one or the other of 
them. In addition, there are many other va­
rieties which are not of such a general nature. 

Issues of South Africa 

Ea~ly in 1930 new ,machinery for printing 
postage stamps was installed in the Govern­
ment Printing Works in Pretoria. The new 
presses were made by a German firm , and 
they printed and perforated stamps in the 
web from photogravure cylinders. The proc­
ess was generally known as "rotogravure." 
· The existing designs were hardly altered 

for the new process, and it is difficult to imag­
ine any less suited to photogravure work. 
13 



ROTARY PRINTING BY PHOTOGRAVURE 
The stamps were remark able in that they 
were bicolored and required two cylinders to 
print each design . The frames were printed 
first, and then the vignettes. A further com­
plication was th at there were two designs for 
each value; one with the inscriptions in Eng­
lish, and the other in Afrikaans. These were 
repeated alternately across and down the 
sheet. 

It is only necessary to consider the half­
penny, onepenny, and twopence values of the 
ordinary series, which are by far the most 
important of the rotogravure issues from the 
philatelic point of view. For each of these 
the original (reproduced from the artist's 
drawing) consisted of two designs. In the 
halfpenny and onepenny, there have been two 
successive modifications. In th e case of the 
twopence, the working negative was t aken 
from a single print frqm the master nega­
tive, and consisted of only two images, but for 
the halfpenny and onepenny the working 
negatives consisted of blocks of four images. 

The multi-positives do not present any diffi­
culties as far as the issues in sheets are con­
cerned ; it is the screen that is th e most 
remark able part of the stamps. The method 
of screening is a secret, which is disclosed 
only to purchasers of a license to use it, but 
it is cer tain that the screen is introduced very 
early, probably during th e preparation of the 
master negatives. This screen is irregular 
and extremely fin·e, so that it is more or less 
invisible on the printed stamps. It has been 
very successful for the designs, which consist 
mainly of lines rather th an solids, and for 
which ordinary ruled screens would have been 
altogether unsatisfactory. 

It should be mentioned that in much early 
photogravure work, the screen was intro­
duced in an entirely different way - directly 
onto the plate instead of onto the carbon tis­
sue. Before receiving the carbon tissue, the 
plate was exposed in an atmosphere of finely 
divided resin or bitumen dust. The minute 
grains were allowed to settle evenly on the 
surface of the plate and were afterwards 
slightly melted by heating. This caused them 
to stick to the plate, and on them the carbon 
tissue was developed. The areas covered by 
the grain were resistant to the etching. 

This type of screen , known as a "grain," 
produced an effect of irregular specks of 
varying sizes and shapes visible und er a glass, 
which can be seen, for instance, in the I923 

issue of Egypt. As far as I know, it was used 
only for flat plates, and is now almost entirely 
superseded . 

The cylinders for the South African stamps 
printed a single post office sheet at each revo­
lution. This consisted of 240 stamps, 20 

rows of I2, for th e smaller designs, or I20 

stamps, 20 rows of 6, for the large ones. 
There were no cylinder numbers in th e mar­
gin; the only marginal marks were four 
arrows, one half-way along each side of the 
sheet, and two sheet numbers, ge nerally in 
the right sid e margin . These were impressed 
by a numbering device after the designs had 
been printed. The two numbers on a sheet 
are the same, but they run upwards from 
0000 to 9999 on consecutive sheets. In some 
printings and on the high values th e arrows 
were not present. 

On the first printings of the onepenny and 
threepence there was a single capi ta l letter 
in black fac ing outwards in the margin above 
each of the numbers. This was the "con trol 
letter" and is generally supposed to repre­
sent a series of numbers from 0000 to 9999, 

but it appears to me that such an explanation 
is unlikely. 

The different cylinders of each value are 
distinguished by the arrows, which were often 
engraved by hand on the cylinders, and by 
gelatine fl aws and cylinder marks. The last 
of these. are very numerous indeed , and some 
have picturesque names such as "sailor fall­
ing from rigging," "flying bird ," and "aero­
plane in sky." It is fortunate that thes" 
occur, since they enable specialists to separate 
the printings, but their importance to the ordi­
nary collector has been greatly exaggerated. 
Long and, meaningless lists of these marks 
have done more than anything else to frighten 
would-be collectors away from these ·issues, 
and it cannot be emphasized too strongly that 
the way to collect these stamps is according to 
plates and printings, and not according to 
varieties.* 

*This is a personal op1111011. The cylind er marks are 
consta nt, and the many collectors who include them 
are entirely justified in doing so.-J. A. P. 
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It is suggested that, in the sheet issues, a 
set of four arrows from each plate, and any 
gelatine flaws or retouches should be col­
lected, as well as one multi-positive mark 
followed through each series of plates, if that 
is considered necessary. Additional material 
can be added when there have been several 
different printings from the same plates. 

Anyone who wants more information about 
these stamps should read the South African 
Philatelist. In that magazine, there has ap­
peared a fine series of articles, many by G. N. 
Gilbert, dealing with the rotogravures. As 
far as I know, they were the first ever to show 
how varieties on photogravure stamps could 
be explained according to the process, and 
how the cylinders could be grouped" according 
to the multi-positives. The following notes 
owe very much to those articles. It is diffi­
cult to see how anyone could write about the 
early rotogravures without making this ac­
knowledgement. I am also indebted to Mr. 
Gilbert for information which he has given 
personally, and which has enabled me to group 
my collection accurately. 

Types of the Halfpenny 

There are three types of this stamp: 

I. SUID AFRIKA without hyphen. 
2. SUID-AFRIKA with hyphen; design otherwise 
similar to Type I. 
3. surn-AFRIKA with hyphen; design strength­
ened. The frame-plate background consists 
entirely of horizontal lines, and the head-plate 
background of thicker lines than previously. 

The frame working-negative for the first 
type had a small uncolored flaw in the un­
shaded part of the frame in the top left cor­
ner. This was on the lower right image of 
the negative, and occurs on all Afrikaans 
stamps of even rows throughout sheets. 

From a pair of multi-positives were made 
five cylinders, which were used for sheet is­
sues: ·three were frames and two were heads. 
They were used as follo:ws: 

Frame-plate I with head-plate I (plate I) 

Frame-plate 2 with head-plate I (plate 2) 

Frame-plate 3 with head-plate 2 (plate 3) 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
The first cylinders for rolls and booklets 
were also made from these multi-positives, 
and there are many marks which occur on all 
printings of Type I. 

Of the sheet issues, the "plates" can be dis­
tinguished by the arrows (they are all irregu­
lar green ones) , and generally by the colors: 
plate 1 printings are in myrtle green, and 
plate 3 stamps are in bright green with clear 
and deep black heads. Very large printings 
were made from plate 2 , and there are several 
shades; but none is the same as those from 
plates I and 3. Towards the end of its life, 
head-plate 1 was cleaned , and the last print­
ings were very pale and grayish. 

There are two interesting retouches on 
head-plate I. Both are common. 

Row 4, No. I I. On printings with frame­
plate I and the first with frame-plate 2, 

the background in front of the buck's breast 
is defective. On most printings with 
frame-plate 2 this is retouched. 

Row 9, No. 5. On printings with frame­
plate I there is weak shading (and a spot) 
between the horns. When frame-plate 2 

came into use, this was retouched. 

On the lower left image of the working 
negative of Type 2 there was a colored scratch 
from the lower left part of the shield to near 
the G of POSTAGE. This occurs on every Eng­
lish stamp in even rows. From a pair of 
multi-positives of Type 2 were made a pair 
of booklet cylinders (with advertisements for 
the third booklet issue) and a pair of roll 
cylinders (from which the "gutter sheets'' 
were made. See later). On plate 4 the ar­
rows are thick and rather wide, and they 
may have been on the multi-positive. The top 
and left ones have been outlined on the cylin­
der by hand. 

The working negative from Type 3 had 
no obvious flaws. From multi-positives from 
this , three pairs of sheet cylinders have so far 
been made and printed from (plates 5, 6, 7); 
also cylinders for the fourth and fifth issues of 
booklets, and for rolls. The sh' eet cylinders 
are distinguished by the arrows and the shades 
of the stamps. Plate 5 had three good ex­
amples of creased gelatine. The best is on 
frame-plate row I 8 No. I, and the others are 
on head-plate row I 5, Nos. 4 and 5. 
15 
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Types of the· Onepenny 

There are three types: 

1. sum AFRIKA without hyphen, the hori­
zontal shading in the side panels is closely 
spaced. 
2. SU!D AFRIKA without hyphen; the horizon­
tal shading at the sides is wider spaced , giving 
a lighter effect. In the vignette, the horizon 
1s not well defined. 
3. SUID-AFRIKA with hyphen; frame redrawn. 

On the working negative of Type I , the 
lower left image has a nick in the left outside 
frame half-way up. This occurs on all Eng­
lish stamps in even rows. 

From the first pair of multi-positives five 
frame-plate and six head-plate cylinders were 
made and used, and also some cylinders for 
printing booklets and rolls. A number of 
small multi-positive marks occur on all print­
ings from these. A second frame-plate multi­
positive was used to make one cylinder for use 
with the last head-plate cylinder made from 
the first multi-positive. Printings from these 
are known as "plate 7." Plate 3 seems to 
have had two lives. After being used in 1930 
to print sheets without arrows (and with con­
trols) , it appears to have been retouched, 
arrows ·were added, and it was used in I93I 
to print sheets without controls. The two 
printings are so distinct th at the second is 
known as " plate 6." 

The sheet issues of the · T ype I onepenny 
are therefore plates I to 6 from the origin al 
multi-positives, and plate 7 from the old head­
plate multi-positive with a new frame-plate 
one. The first frame-plate multi-positive had 
a red spot in the top of "I" of "1d." on row 
I I, No. 2, besides other marks. 

Plates 1, 2, and 3 did not have arrows, but 
sheets from them had control letters. These 
were A and B for plate I; B, D, and E for 
plate 2; and F for plate 3. No issue was made 
with control C, and there were no controls 
after F. A curious variety of plate 3 sheets 
is with the control in albino. Stamps f.rom 
plate I are in a rather dull, rose-carmine and 
black; but those from plates 2 and 3 are gen­
erally bright carmine and jet-black. There 
were no important varieties on plates I and 3, 
and only one on plate 2: 
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Row 5, No. 12. On head-plate the top of the 
mast and th e sky above it were damaged 
and retouched . 

This occurs in pairs with th e upper of the 
two controls in the right margin , and is known 
with controls B, D , and E. With D and E it 
is common, but with B it is very scarce. 
(Most B printings were from plate I). 

Plates 4 and 5 were the first with arrows, 
which were thin and irregular and on the 
frame-plates . These arrows are scarce . There 
were no control letters. Printings from plate 
4 are in deep carmine, sometimes approaching 
a maroon shade, and intense black. There are 
no notable varieties on either of these pl ates. 

Plate 6 (plate 3 repaired) was the only one 
to have head-plate arrows; these are thin and 
black. Some printings are in carmine and in­
tense black, others are in rose-carmine and 
black. Sometimes the vignettes are very blur­
red , producing a "ship in mist" variety. There 
is one very fine retouch on this plate: on head­
plate row IO No. 1, the sea and sky along the 
left side of the oval a re heavily retouched. 
This occurs in conjunction with the left ar­
row, and it is not scarce. 

Printings from plates I to 5 all had th e 
watermark upright ; printings from plate 6 and 
many later plates have it either upright or 
inverted. As the stamps are printed in the 
web, this variety is more interesting and more 
constant than it is on stamps printed sheet by 
sheet. 

Plate 7 exists in two states : th e first and 
commoner has small even red arrows; the sec­
ond has large thick arrows engraved over 
them. The stamps are in rose-carmine and 
black or carmine and black (to intense bl ack). 
There are two head-plate gelatine Aaws: 

Row I8, No. I. 

third yardarm 
above. 

Lines of shading over the 
missing, and lines thickened 

Row 19, No . IO. Lines of shading under lower 
yardarm thickened and bent slightly up­
wards. 

The working negatives for type 2 did not 
have any obvious marks. From a pair of 
multi-positives from them, two pairs of sheet 
cylinders and a pair of roll cylinders were 
made. The sheet cyli nd~rs are known as 
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plates 8 and 9. Very large printings were 
made from plate 8, which had fairly thick ar­
rows on the frameplate; and smaller printings 
were made from plate 9, which had arrows 
similar to · those of plate 8, but more splayed. 
Plate 8 printings are in a variety of shades, 
from rose-carmine or pale rose and black to 
rose-mauve and black. The last of these are 
striking and quite scarce. Plate 9 printings 
are in rose-carmine and bluish-black. There 
are many small blemishes on these plates, but 
no notable . varieties. Multi-positive marks 
occur on both plates. 

The Type 3 frame working-negative has a 
minute ·colorless flaw extending outwards 
from the top left part of o of SOUTH. This 
occurs on th e top right image of the negative, 
and is repea ted on all English stamps in odd 
rows. 

From a pair of multi-positives from the 
frame and head negatives, four frame-plate 
cylinders and three head-plate cylinders have 
so far been made and used. The first of the 
frame-plate cylinders was used in conjunction 
with head-plate 9. Printings from them were 
very large and are known as plate IO. The 
other pairs of cylinders are plates I I , 12, and 
I 3. Several pairs of cylinders for printing 
booklets and rolls have also be~n made from 
these multi-positives. The frame multi-posi­
tive was damaged on row 20, No. 4 at the 
top of the oval under o of sum. 

Plate IO had fairly thick red arrows, the 
sid e ones having colorless "bubbles" in them. 
There are no notable plate marks, but there 
is a variety of shades-rose-carmine to deep 
carmi ne, and gray to black. 

One printing from plate IO had the sheet 
numbers in the left margin of the sheet; all 
other printings of the ordinary series have 
them in the right margin. This variety was 
caused by the cylinders being put into the 
press the other way round , so that the stamps 
were 1Jrinted from top to bottom instead of 
from bottom to top. Consequently, the 
"shadows" of the d.esigns are cast downwards 
instead of upwards. As might be expected, 
this printing has the watermark inverted, but 
that could be caused by the paper being fed 
the wrong end first. 

Plates I I and 12 have thick red arrows of 
similar shape, but more splayed than those 
of plate ro. They were either on the multi~ 
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pos1t1ve or were etched through small pieces 
of gelatine which had been printed from one 
negative. The arrows of plate 1 I have been 
outlined by hand on the cylinder. Those of 
plate 12 are not outlined. The arrows of 
plate 13 are ' deeper and are cut by colorless 
diagonal lines. 

Plates of the Twopence 

There has been only one type of this value, 
and the working negatives consist of two 
images only, the frames being English and 
Afrikaans.* From one pair of multi-positives 
three pairs of sheet cylinders, a pair of book­
let cylinders, and a pair of roll cylinders were 
made. Printings from the roll cylinders were 
never issued. 

Plate I exists in two states: the first is with 
small purple arrows (in the frame-plate) ; 
the second, which is rare, is with l arge purple 
arrows engraved over the small ones. The 
stamps are lilac-mauve and slate-gray with a 
greenish tint. There are numerous spots and 
marks, the best of which is a gelatine flaw: 

Row I 7, No. 3: Part of the inner frameline 
at bottom left is misplaced upwards. 

Plate 2 also exists in two states: with small 
purple arrows; with l arge ones engraved over 
them. Neither state is particularly scarce. 
The stamps are deep mauve and slate-gray. 
There are two interesting varieties on the 
frame-plate , caused by bubbles being included 
under the gelatine d.uring the etching: 

Row 19, No. 5: Blister between framelines 
at left. 

Row I, No. I: Small faint bubble in the de­
sign at top left corner. 

Plate 3 has large purple arrows more 
splayed than those on plates I and 2. This 
plate had a very long life, and large printings 
were made from it. The most obvious shades 
are purple and deep slate , purple and slate 
gray, and purple and slate blue. There are 

*Since this was written (February, 1939), a second 
type, with su m-AFRICA hyphenated , has appeared.-
J. A. P. 
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very m any flaws and spots, w hich make it 
easy to reconstruct th e plate from blocks of 
used stamps ; but there are no notable varie-· 
ties . On many stamps of la ter printings there 
are frame-p late scratches almost horizontal, 
running slightly upward s to the left , through 
the base of SOUTH AFR ICA and SUID AFRIKA. 
These vary w ith the position on the sheet, but 
appear to be constant for any one position. 
They do not occur, or are very fa int in early 
printings. It is difficult to account for them. 

Production of Booklets 

The make-up of the cylind ers for the first 
issues of rotogravure booklets has been fu lly 
described in the South African Philatelist 
(Vol. 9), but since it is not generally known 
except to specialists, and because the varieties 
are remarkable and of great technical interes t , 
it is impossible not to includ e an account of 
th em, af ter acknowled gement has been made, 
to illustrate the phila telic possibilities of photo­
gravure. 

The firs t booklets of rotogravure stamps 
contained four pages of six onepenny and two 
pages of six halfpenny, and were sold a t 2/ 6d. 
They were st itched down th e left side. The 
cylinders for both values were made from 
sheet multi-positives. They consisted of I8o 
designs and made up 30 pages, with room fo r 
the binding margins. The gelatine transfers 
from th e sheet multi-positives contained 240 
im ages in I 2 columns. From these the firs t , 
fifth, and twelfth columns were removed, and 
the eighth and ninth were separated. This 
left three panes of 60 (each three images 
18 
wide) , consisting of columns 2, 3, 4, columns 
6, 7, 8, and columns 9, 10, II. The one con­
taining columns 6, 7, 8 was inverted , and the 
three were set up on the cyl inders so that the 
designs were arranged as shown below. 

The left side margin provided binding for 
the left pane; the space between columns 6 
and 9 provided it for th e other two panes. 
Stamps printed from the middle pane have 
th e watermark inverted; others have it up­
right. Multi-posit ive marks occur on all the 
panes, and prove· th e a rrangement w hen 
compared with those on sheets. This a rrange­
ment was fir st described in South African 
Philatelist, Vol. 9, No. 9 (Sep tember, 1933) . 

The vignette of the onepenny design is ap­
proxim ately central in the fr ame, but the 
he ad of th e halfpenny is approx im ately 1.5 
mm. above center. This was overlooked 
when th e halfpenny booklet head-pl a te was 
made, and th e he ads, upright and inverted, 
we re l aid down in stra ight rows across the 
cylinder. The inverted rows would have 
printed abou t 3 mm. too low, so th ey were 
erased and the 60 heads were re-entered from 
a fr esh gelat in e transfe r. 

Traces of the original entries remain and 
are visible on many of the stamps, cer tainly 
on all of the pages, printed from this pane. 
As an example of multiple re-entering on a 
photogravure cylind er th ey are unique. Pages 
showing the re-entries are somewhat scarce 
but by no means unobtainable. 

To complete this fascinating se ries, there is 
one stamp (multi-pos itive row 20, To. 8) 
w hich , besides the re-entry, has a very fine 
frame-plate retouch in th e value shield and 
Multi-positive .columns · 

(1) 2 3 4 8 7 6 (5) 9 10 11 ( 12 ) 

• 

Upright Inverted Upright 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 



ROTARY PRINTING BY PHOTOGRAVURE 
the leaves surrounding it. Probably this is 
the only photogravure stamp to have both a 
retouch and a re-entry. It should be noted 
th at the two varieties occur on different 
cylinders. 

It has been' suggested that the reason for 
using the sheet multi-positives was that the 
working negatives consisted of blocks of four 

. and would not have been suitable for laying 
down units of six. 

There is one unusually large multi-posi­
tive flaw on the onepenny booklet head-plate. 
This is a colorless flaw and is known as the 
"d r agon" variety. It appeared only towards 
the end of the multi-positive's life, and it oc­
cu rs on shee t plate 7 in an incomplete form, 
being known there as the "small dragon." 

Surplus printings of the halfpenny cylinders 
were issued for use as sheets, in panes of 60. 
Stamps from these are very scarce . · 

The second issue of rotogravure booklets 
contained three pages of six onepenny and 
th ree pages of four twopence; the booklets 
were sold at 3/ 6d. each. I have not seen 
intact specimens of either the first or the sec­
ond issues, and I am indebted to G . N. Gil­
bert for details of their constitution. 

The onepenny was simil ar to the first issue, 
but in different shades ; a new frame cylinder 
w as used. The first issue has clearly printed 
jet-black centers; the second has the centers 
blurred and indistinct, the general appearance 
of the stamps being very similar to sheet 
printings from plate 7. The "dragon" variety 
occurs as on the first issue, and frame-plate 
multi-positive: 

Row I I , No. 8: Broken frame at right. 
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It seems likely that this was caused by 
faulty trimming of the gelatine transfer. 
Surplus printings were issued in panes of 60 
for sale as sheets. 

The twopence cylinders were made from 
the sheet multi-positives, which consisted of 
120 images' in six columns. From each, two 
gelatine transfers were t aken, one of the 
first four columns and the other of the first 
two. The second of these was inverted, and 
they were set up on the cylinder as shown 
below. 

Only th e st amps at the sides could be used 
for booklets; columns 3 and 4 did not have a 
binding margin. It follows that each multi­
positive of columns I and 2 is repeated, once 
with the watermark upright and once with it 
inverted. The two are accompanied by dif­
ferent plate marks. An obvious multi-positive 
mark occurs on : 

Row 1, No. 1: (Same as sheet multi-positive 
at this position). 

Columns 3 and 4 were not wasted. They 
were issued to some post offices for use as 
part sheets, and are known to specialists as 
"economy sheets ." 

The third issue of booklets of rotogravure 
stamps was in 1935. The new booklets con­
tained four pages of six onepenny and two 
pages of six halfpenny. The pages were big­
ger than those of preceding issues; they were 
three stamp spaces high , the extra space be­
ing filled with advertisemen ts. The halfpenny 
stamps we.re Type 2, and the onepenny, Type 
3. The cyli nd ers were from the sheet multi­
positives; from gelatine trans.fers from these, 
Multi-positive rows 

1 2 3 4 2 . 1 

CJCJCLJLJCJ 
[JCJCJCJCJ[] 
I Ii ii II 

Upright Upright Inverted 

(cut ) (cut ) (cut) (cut) 
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th e 1st, .5th and 9th columns and the 3rd , 6th, 
9th , 12th , 15th , and 18th rows w ere removed . 
The spaces in th e rows w ere filled w ith ad­
vertisements etched or:i th e cylinders ; th e 
spaces in th e columns were lef t bl ank {see 
diagram}. At each revolution th e cylinders 
printed 21 pages. Single pages can be plated, 
as th ey mostly have different advertisements 
and th e layout is known. 

These printings a.re almost free from pl ate 
m arks, and th ere are no important va rieties. 
Surplus sheets had an ignominious end ; they 
were over-printed and sold at J ohann esberg 
Intern ational Phil atelic E xhibition ( 1936) . 

In 1937 th e booklets w ith adverti sements 
we re repl aced by th e fourth issue. It w as 
ve ry simila r, but contained stamps ·fro m new 
cylinders w ithout advertisements, the half­
penny be ing T ype 3, and the advertisement 
spaces being left bl ank. A narrow blank 
m argin was lef t at th e right of each page. 
A pa rt fro m thi s, th e constitution of th e book­
lets and the make-up of th e cylinders were 
n ot altered. There were no notable va rieties. 

In 1938 a fu rther alteration was made. The 
pages no longe r had any margins excep t those 
a t th e lef t for binding, so th e booklets were 
s maller. This issue was from new cylinders, 
w hich presumably had all th e rows fi lled w ith 
images, though th e blank columns remained. 

Towards the end of 1937, an issue of six-· 
pence books ( two pages of two each of one­
penny and halfpenny) was made fo r issue in 
slot machines in large centers. They were 
soon fo llowed by threepence booklets with 
only one page of each value. T hese stamps 
were prin ted from new cylinders. 
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Production of Rolls 

The roll printings of the South African 
rotogr avures are interesting, but difficult to 
collect, especially since the wrappers of the 
rolls were not a ttached to the st amps. There 
are four sorts of rolls, 500 and IOOO of 0 d. 
and Id ., and are sold at face value. 

All roll cylinders have been made from the 
same multi-positives as sheet cylinders, with 
two extra rows added to fill the gutters be­
tween the top and bottom of consecutive sheets 
in th e w eb. The two added rows w ere from 
separate t ransfer s, and often stamps from 
th em have a different depth of color th an 
the others. They generally contain multi­
positive marks w hich indicate their original 
position. 

The first rolls w ere issued before the 
sheets, and the onepenny in rolls was the fir st 
ro tog ravu re st amp to appear ( M arch, 1930 ) . 

A n error was made in laying down th e first 
halfpenny fr ame cylinder fo r rolls. The 
t ransfer of these two extra rows was t aken 
from multi-positive rows 16 and 17. These 
started at left w ith En glish and Afrikaans, 
r espectively; and as th e rows above and below 
th em also star ted w ith E nglish and Afrikaans, 
respectively, th e languages we re out of order 
all along the two rows ( D iagram on page 2 1). 
Consequently, it is possible to get two Eng­
lish or tw o Afrikaans st amps se-tenant m 
vertical pai r s. 

T here appear to have been two pairs of 
ro ll cylinde rs of onepenny T ype I. P r intings 
were also made fro m a pair of cylinders wi th 
T ype 2 images, but th ese were issued as sheets 
Mu lt i -positive co lum ns 

Multi­
posi t ive 
rows 

(cut) 

( 1 ) 

2 

4 

2 3 4 (5) 6 7 8 (9) 10 11 12 
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of 240. I am not sure whether any rolls of 
this type were issued. The sheets from these 
cylinders were without top or bottom mar­
gins and without any arrows. The two sheet 
numbers were in the right margin. As the 
numbering devices were set to print each num­
ber twice opposite every 22 rows, and as the 

.web was cut into units of 20 rows, the posi­
tions of the numbers vary from sheet to sheet; 
and on every tenth sheet the numbers are con­
secutive instead of the same. The added rows 
on the frame cylinder were from multi-posi­
tive rows 3 and 4. 

In 1935 printings were made from half­
penny Type 2 and onepenny Type 3 roll cyl­
inders, which were of a new type with a nar­
row gutter · running round the middle, divid­
ing the images into two panes of 120 (20 rows 
of 6). Surplus printings from these were 
issued to a few post offices in sheets of 240. 

These were without top or bottom margin, 
but with the gutter. The sheet numbers were 
in the left side margin and every tenth stamp 
had two different numbers. The extra rows 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
were noticeably deeper than the others; there 
were three distinct shades of the halfpenny. 

These sheets were the only rotogravures 
which were not perforated on the printing 
presses. For some reason they were per­
forated by a single row horizontal comb, 
which w as evidently an old crock, as the pins 
were very irregular and sometimes missing. 
The center gutter was perforated across ; 
there was one hole extending into the left 
margin, and either one or two into the right. 
The gauge was 14 x 14 instead of l 5 x 14. 

Fortunately many of thes·e "gutter sheets" 
were saved, but the onepenny is scarce . The 
next (current) onepenny roll cylinders did 
not have the gutter. 

This is th e first of two articles by ]. A. 
Perkins of Dorset, England, with additions by 
F. E. Sellmansberger of Pittsburg, Kansas. 
The second, dealing with the first photogra­
vure issues of Great Britain, will appear in 
th e April issu e of 
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MOROCCO 
Postal Conditions Before 1912 

Additional findings , corrections of articles 

on subject previously published in C. C. P.; · 

four publications listed as source material. 

By E. F. HURT, (A. P . s., B. P.A.) 
So essential do I hold it to be that informa­
t ion on any particular subject should be not 
only up-to-date but accurate, that I feel cer­
tain that Alf. G. Johnson will not object to 
my making the following addenda and cor­
rigenda to his articles on the subject in the 
C. C. P. for April and July, 1947 (Vol. 26 
Nos. 2 & 3). 

Unfortunately, as Mr. Johnson himself ad­
mits by his bibliography, he did not have at 
hand for consultation any of the later authori­
tative works on the Local Posts of Morocco. 
It is also a great mistake to depend, for a 
complete listing of stamps, on a catalogue is­
sued by a dealer for the sole purpose of trade, 
since the latter naturally only lists what he 
has to sell in the \11ajority of cases. 

For much later and more accurate and 
complete information, I would recommend 
l\llr. Johnson and others interested to refer 
to the following: 

I. The excellent and studied series of arti­
cles by A. L. Cords (Am erican Philatelist, 
Vol. 52 Nos. 9-12, and Vol. 53 Nos. 2-6), 
which are doubtless in the library of the Col­
lectors Club. 

2. "La P oste Locale de . M aroc" by Hof­
stetter, Lesueur and le Comte Exelmans. 
Published by Yvert & Co., Amiens, 1945. 
This is a much more specialized and up-to­
date work, by three specialists on the subject, 
than was the book with a similar title pub­
lished in Paris by the Groupement Phila­
telique, from the pens of Hofstetter & Bona­
fous, in 1935. M. Hofstetter is president of 
22 
the French Society of Collectors of Local 
Stamps; M. Lesueur, the vice president; and 
Count Exdmans, a noted specialist on can­
cellations. 

3. "P.T.T.-L'Office Cheri/ien des P.T.T. 
et !'Evolution Postale au M a1·oc" by Renee 
Michel ( 1938) , an employee of the Direction 
of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones of the 
Cherifien Service. This is a history of the 
Moroccan Posts, well documented, from the 
middle of the 19th century, in all its phases, 
almost up to the t ime of publication. 

4. Th e Handbook of Local Stamps which 
Messrs. L. N. & M . Willi am , the well 
known philatelic authors, compiled with my­
·self and published in 1942-45. This con­
tained, in condensed form , all available infor­
mation to date on all the local posts and their 
stamps, and much previously unrecorded in­
formation which we gleaned from my own 
and other leading specialized collections. 
There are plenty of copies of this in libraries 
and el sewhere in the U. S. A. 

In order to avoid unnecess ary length, I pro­
pose to let Mr. Johnson's article stand as 
written, but to discuss it page by page where 
I am able to supplement or correct wh at he 
has written. 

Foreign Posts in Morocco (Page 62) 

THE BRITISH PosT. A consular post was 
opened in Tangier in 1857, although from 
1834 a courier service had been in existence 
between Tangier and Mogador in connection 
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MOROCCO - POSTAL CONDITIO s BEFORE 1912 
with the mails sent by boat from Gibraltar. 
This courier se rvice at first fun ctioned only 
once a month , but from I 858 it was put on a 
regular ched ule and stamps of Brita in were 
used on letters from both places from 1885. 
At first th e date stamps were only applied to 
th e covers, th e st amps th emselves being can­
celled on arrival at Gibralta r, but in I 881 all 
st amps were cancelled with the date st amp of 
T angie r in passing through from other con­
sular offices. In 1886, Briti sh post offices 
were opened at Rabat and Laraiche under the 
Gibraltar post office, and Gibraltar stamps 
were used. Further offices of a similar nature 
were opened at Casablanca in 1887, Mazagan 
in 1888, Tetuan in 1890, Safi and Mogador 
in 1891, Fez in 1892, and El Ksar, Tangier 
and Meknes between 1893 and 1907. Except 
in T angier, at this period the British post was 
represented by the consuls or their agents. 

THE FRENCH PosT. As Mr. Johnson 
states, th e first French office was opened in 
Tangier in 185-i., but this was only a consular 
post responsible to Oran (Algeria) . A dis­
tributing post office was opened a t Tangier 
in 1862, and was made a receiving offi ce in 
I 888. Other offices were opened in Alcazar, 
Fez and Laraiche in 1893, and in Tetuan in 
1895. 

THE GERMAN PosT. The Germ an post 
offices opened in D ecember, I 899, were in 
T angier, Laraiche, Rabat, Casablanca, Maza­
gan, Safi and Mogado r. Stamps of th e Ger­
man fatherland we re never officially used in 
Morocco. 

Route No. 1 Mazaga n- Marrakech 
(Page 65-68) 

This service of Brudo's was weekly, not 
daily. 

The stamps of the I 89 r issue we re first 
printed from ston es of 132 subjects ( 12 x 11) , 
w hil e th e second printing was from stones of 
IOO ( ro x IO) . The paper can be found 
w hite, grayish or cre am. 

The da te of issue of the surcharge provi­
sional was September, 1892. 

I ssuE OF 1893. Ione of th ese stamps a re 
on laid pape r. The paper was plain wove, 
but be fo re printing the design itself, th e paper 
was passed ove r a lithographic stone which 
printed on th e face, in a pale lithographic 
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wash of color, a backgro und of fine parallel 
lines, running horizontally for th e first issue 
and vertically for some later st amps. The 
stamps were printed over this. 

The stamps on horizontal background ·we re 
from sheets of 126 subjects, perforated IO, 
but those w ith the vertically lined back­
grou nd were from new stones printing sheets 
of 1 oo in four panes of 25. 

The JOc. ultram arine is also known on hori­
zontal grou nd perforated IO; the 5oc. is 
know n as an error in blue. No. 5a is also 
found perforated Ir, but th e 1oc. perforated 
Ir only occurs in the gray and blue-gray 
shades. 

The cancellation used at Marrakech is th at 
of " J acob H azan Mirakez," Brudo's agent 
there. 

Mr. J ohnson's Io. 8 of 189-i. again is not 
on la id paper, but on paper treated as de­
sc ribed above. For No. 9 there are not only 
several shades, but it was printed from two 
ston es which gave either a wide or narrow 
setting making formats of 20 x 3- mm. or 
23 x 28 mm. The sheets in this case were of 
96 (8 x 12). 

B~1T 1SH AND ITALIAN MAIL. This did not 
close until l\/Iarch 20, 1900. 

Nos. 16 to 21 are known imperforate. No. 
17 is also known bisected for the 5c. rate. 
No. 22 is also found w ith surcharge in black. 

Mr. Johnson fails to list the two provi­
sional surcharges of July, 1899, made neces­
sary by ·a cut postal rate, i. e., "8" in black or 
violet on the roe. Note : ro currency is 
mentioned in th e surcharges of any of these 
provisionals, as Mr. J ohnson's li sting seems 
to imply. 

The 2oc. color t rials were, I believe, all 
for the postca rd printings. Incidentally, the 
roe. postcard was on pale blue, not green. 

Printer' s error, "centessimi" (Italian cur­
, rency) , should read "centesimi. " 

THE FRENCH MAIL. It may be imma­
terial , but the Bedouin depicted on the st amps 
is , I am assured, hunting gazell es, not ante­
lopes, although both are found in Morocco. 

I ssuE OF 1899. The stamps were from 
sheets of 50 (JO x 5). The 25c. is also known 
in bistre. 

I have never come across the "double brown 
lines on th e back" of th ese stamps, which I 
think must be due to the fact th at some m 
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MOROCCO - POSTAL CONDITIONS BEFORE 1912 
Mr. Johnson's collection had been stored on 
lined pape r which had transferred. 

PosTAGE D uEs. These were printed at 
Marseille in sheets of 50 ( 5 x IO). 

Imperfo ra te at one side is a variety found 
on many stamps of most of the Moroccan 
local issues, and such copies come most of ten 
from sheet margins or from pairs imperforate 
between which have been divided. 

Route No. 2 Tangier-Fe:z: (Page 69-70) 

FRENCH PosT. This mail made connection, 
by agreement, with the French Post in Mo­
rocco . Branch offices en route were at La­
r aiche, El K sa r and Meknes, and postmarks 
of th ese places appear on the st amps. 

No. 40 on slightly blued paper. I cannot 
find To. 4oa reco rded anywhere else, and I 
have certainly never seen it. 

os. 42 and 43 should be listed on straw­
colored paper, any other tints being due to 
careless printing, or not cleaning entirely the 
printing surface of the machine, thus giving 
a slight surface of the color of the ink used 
for the actu al stamps. This effect is common 
on m any Moroccan stamps. 

. Nos. 38a to 44a are forgeries mentioned in 
most lists. This servic;e ceased January l, 
1893, but the French post office took over the 
stamp stock and used it until April l of the 
same year, so th at French postmarks can be 
found on them during this latter period. These 
again, therefore, become forerunners or ad­
j uncts to the regul ar French issues. It may 
be rem arked that at one time, previous to the 
recent World War, Yvert did list many of 
the local stamps in their well-known stand ard 
whole world catalogue. 

Route No. 3 Mogador-Marrakech 
(Page 70-73) 

FRENCH PosT. The real reason for the 
closure of this post was that the Cherifien 
P ost was running a service over the same 
route and charging half the fee - IO mou­
zounas agains t Brudo's 20 centi mes. 

IssuE OF 1892. It would be better to say 
"similar," rather than "saipe" design as that 
of the stamps of Mazagan-Marrakech, since 
there are difference.s, notably in the corner 
·crosses and the lettering of the inscriptions. 
No. 45 is known imperf orate. 
THE GERMAN PosT. The Cherifien P ost 

had knocked out the French Post, as shown 
above, w hich was w hy Marx & Co. started on 
a IOc. letter rate (3oc. foi: r egistered letters), 
hoping to succeed by a better service. lVIarx 
& Co.'s agent in Marrakech was Nissian 
Cori at. 

The 5c. · To. 46a, does not, I believe, exist 
perforated u 0, but in 1897 a 5c. was issued 
in th e same design, perforated l l x l l 0, in 
a new shade of yellow green, printed from a 
new stone, with a wider setting yielding 
stamps of la rge r format. This 5c. was iss ued 
simultaneously with No. 47a, which was also 
from a new ston e with wider setting than the 
first IOC. stamp. 

The "furth er prints" mentioned are pure 
forgeries , very common, often canceled to 
order , and mentioned by all le ad ing au thoric 
ties. They cannot be "reprints," since they 
are from a new die and different stones. 

Tos. 51 and 52 (1896) had th e surcharge 
19 mm. x 5 mm. high. 

Hofstetter also lists the "IO centimos" on 
l5c. blue w ith r6 mm. surcharge, and there is 
a third measu ring 6 x 21 mm., in which the 
lettering is much broader and shows double 
l ined, in black on the l 5c. I have a number 
of used copies all showing various dates cov­
ering some two months, my attention being 
first called to it by a well-known English 
philatelist, I. I. Hamilton, M.A. 

The " 10 centimos" oh l peseta must be 
added to the listing of provisionals. 

The 1899 issue is correct in five values 
only. The paper of this issue is sometimes 
toned, and the 5c. and IOc. both exis t on a 
thin, tr ansp arent paper. 

PROVISIONALS OF 1900. The 5c. surcha rge 
exists double. Of the surcharge with a star 
after the "5," in violet, only 17 copies, all 
in the hands of members of the French Society 
of Local Stamp Collectors, exist with the sur­
charge reading downwa rds-all certified by 
M. Brun. 

Route No. 4 Fe:z: -Sefro (Page 89) 

FRENCH PosT. This post was organized 
by M. S. Abudarham, and managed by Aaron 
Cohen, September 1894. One mail per week. 

The perfora tions cover a wide r ange: These 
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MOROCCO - POSTAL CONDITIONS BEFORE 1912 
may be from two or more printings. I have 
recorded II0; 13; 130; 13 x 120; 120 x 
13; 13 X 130; 130 X 13; II0 X 12 X l3i 
120 x 13 and 14. Perforation u0 is always 
on toned paper, and is very scarce. So far, 
I have not had time to examine any quantity 
of used copies to see if particular perforations 
can be assigned to certaid periods. A number 
of distinct shades suggest several printings. 

Route No. 5 Tangier-Arxila (Page 90) 

Cohen is said to have affiliated this post 
with the Spanish Moroccan Post. 

The 5 pes. exists imperforate. 
Nos. 64b to 67b, perforated 14 are from a 

separate printing, from new stones with a 
wider setting of the subjects yielding stamps 
of slightly larger format. Hofstetter assesses 
these as worth 50 per cent premium. 

Of bther per.forations, I have recorded: 
(a) On the first printing with smaller format, 
all values perforated 120 x I 3, or 13 x 120; 
the 2oc., 25c. and 5 pes. perforated' 120; 
(b) In the second printing with larger format, 
20c. perforated 14 x 130 . Doubtless other 
values will be found in these unusual perfora­
tions. The first issue, normally perforated 
13, can be found with thin white gum or 
thicker brownish gum. 

Route No. 6 Alca:r:ar-Quenan (Page 91 -92) 

FRENCH PosT. Created by M. Galantuo-· 
mini, agent for Borgeaud, Rentemann & Co., 
it was administered by M. Sirfaty in El Ksar. 
Service twice weekly. 

The .stamps are lithographed and found 
perforated 120 (very scarce) , and u0. 

NOTE :-The Spanish mail, issuing stamps 
of the " Dove over Minaret" design, inscribed 
ALCAZAR-WAZAN, began in June, 1897. Thes~ 
very rare stamps, of ,which I have only four, 
were lithographed, and are ejther coarse per­
forated IO or clean perforated I 30 . The 
sheets were of 50 (5 x IO). The eight values 
were 5c. green, 1oc. orange, 2oc. rose, 25c. 
deep yellow, 5oc. red, 7 5c. blue, 1 pes. violet, 
2 pes. deep blue-green. 

Route No. 7 Tetuan- Chechuan (Page 92) 

FRENCH PosT. Date of stamp issue is now 
agreed as March, I 896. Most authorities 
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can find no evidence that it continued service 
after the end of 1896. 

The 25c. exists imperforate. 
NOTE: The Spanish local post was organ­

ized by M . Cohen of Tetuan in June, 1897, 
and carried on for only about six weeks, as 
far as can be ascertained from recorded used 
stamps. The remaining stock of · stamps was 
destroyed in the same year, so that these are 
among the great rarities of these local posts. 
The stamps are of the "Dove over Minaret" 
type, inscribed TETUAN-SHESHUAN. One 
cover is known. I have two mint copies. 
They were lithographed in sheets of 50 (5 x 
IO) perforated IO, rough or clean. The val­
ues are as given by Mr. Johnson, but the 5c. 
is green, the 1 pes. violet, and the 2 pes. deep 
blue. The 25c. is known imperforate. Prob­
ably these stamps were from the same print­
ing stone as the similar type for ALCAZAR­
WAZAN mentioned above, only a change being 
made by substituting a new transfer for the 
place names on the stone. 

Route No. 8 Tangier-Tetuan (Page 93) 

PORTUGUESE PosT. Organized by J aimito 
N ahon, son of Isaac N ah on of the Mosid 
N ahon Bank in Tangier, it had branch offices 
in Tetuan and El Ksar. Although a Portu­
guese post by the nationality of its organizer, 
it was carried on in conjunction with the 
Spanish postal service in Morocco and one 
some times finds Spanish cancellations. The 
IOC. is known imperforate. Size of all stamps 
varies considerably. 

Route No. 9 Tetuan-Alcaxar (Page 93) 

PORTUGUESE PosT. Organized by Si Allal 
Abdi, French postmaster at Tetuan. Original 
stamps are on thin paper, which accounts for 
the high ·proportion of defective and thinned 
copies one sees today. They are printed in 
bright colors on white, or dull colors on yel­
lowish, although the latter may, in my opin­
ion, be due to climatic change. 

Clandestine imitations were made . of the 
5c. and IOC. on thick paper with shiny gum. 

Route No. I 0 Fex- Meknes (Page 94-95) 

FRENCH PosT. Organized by M. Bensi-
25 
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mon, iomt director of the Jewish All ied 
School in Fez. Twice weekly service in con­
junction with the British Tangier-Fez service, 
from March 20, 1898. 

The lithographed sheet was of 150 stamps 
in six panes of 25 (5 x 5 )-not 100 in four 
panes as Mr. Johnson states, and this applies 
to both issues, postage stamps and dues. 

All these stamps are known imperforate 
one side, and the 5oc. and I fr. are recorded 
in pairs imperforate between. 

The postage dues were in sheets, as above. 
All authorities now seem to call the perfora­
tion 12. Mr. Johnson makes it 110, while 
I find it is usually nearer 1ry,(. I think the 
differences are due to paper shrinkage, pos­
sibly in gumming or from climatic causes. 

The 2oc. is known imperforate between in 
pairs, and I have such a pair. 

Route No. 11 Tangier-Laraiche (Page 95) 

BRITISH PosT. I find no evidence to call 
this a British Post. It seems evident that its 
organizer was Portuguese . The post began 
in February, 1898, but the date of closure has 
not been discovered. 

A number of interesting transfer varieties 
can be found; notably, the "comma between 
50 and the value." There are also some 
shifted transfers, and I have a clear double 
transfer example over the larger part of one 
stamp. The stones were made up by trans­
fers from one setting for the main design, 
while the value tablets were laid in by second­
ary transfers on their respective stones. 

Route No. 12 Tangier-Alcazar (Page 96) 

SPANISH PosT. This post was created in 
August, 1898. 

The stamps are typographed, not litho­
graphed, and printed in sheets of 45 ( 5 x 9) 
either in bright colors on white, or dull colors 
on yellowish paper. These paper color varia­
tions are as given by Hofstetter, but I feel 
sure the dull colors and yellowish papers are 
the results of climatic exposure. 

Route No. 13 Ma:z:agan-A:z:emour-Marrakech 
(Page 96-97) 

SPANISH POST. This post started m July, 
1897, and ceased in 1899 because the detour 
via Azemour made the service less efficient 
than the more direct competitive service run 
by M. Brudo. 

The stamps were in sheets of 30 ( 5 x 6). 
All stamps except the 5c. are perforated I I 
or I3 0 ; the 5c. being only known perforated 
130 , on white paper. But the 15c., 25c., 
5oc. and I fr. are also known perforated II 

or 9% on yellow paper, presumably from a 
second printing. 

Route No. 14 Safi-Marrakech (Page 97) 

FRENCH PosT. The date of opening has 
been established as June, 1899, with two 
services weekly in either direction. 

I have used copies perforated 13, and 
stamps with this perforation are rare. 

Nos. 135a to 141a cannot be clandestine 
prints, I think. They may be reprints , using 
a new stone for the values, or even, just as 
likely, a second issue of which there were very 
large remainders. 

The post closed down at the end of 1899 
because of persistent loss of revenue. 

Route No. 15 Mogador-Agadir (Page 98) 

SPANISH PosT is the post of M. El Maley 
David, merchant, of Mogador; date of clos­
ing unestablished . 

The flag and values on the stamps are in 
red, not black, as Mr. Johnson states, and 
were printed in sheets of roo in four panes 
of 25 ( 5 x 5) with broad colored lines hori­
zontally across the interpanel margin. 

T he 2oc. is known imperforate, and I have 
a strip of three of the 5c. with the above 
panel margin imperforate horizontally. I also 
have the I peseta with fine roulette on one 
side, probably an attempt to remedy a sheet 
which was vertically imperforate. 

Route No. 16 Demnat-Marrakech (Page 99) 

FRENCH POST. Opened in October, 1906, 
by M. Charles Firbach (not Firback); closed 
early in I 907. 

There were two separate printings. The 
first stamps were in deep red on grayish paper 
and were printed in sheets of 24 (3 x 8)­

(continued on page 60) 
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An Early European 

POSTAL GUIDE 

The Collectors Club I ibrary yields an ear ly 

17th century volume which describes post al 

service in Italy and surrounding coun t r ies. 

By ELLIOTT G. CORIN 
l N th e Collectors C lub Library, which is the 
source of so much material for serious phila­
telic students , there is a small octavo volume 
of 446 pages, bound in vellum, which was pub­
lished in Venice in r620. It is entitled "New 
Postal Guide for the Whole World" by 
O ctavio Codogno. So important was this 
work that it ran th rough many editions over 
a period of at least sixty years, and perhaps, 
longer. 

In the monthly periodical of the Universal 
Postal Union, "L'U nion, Postale for I 886," 
there is an interesting discussion of this work, 
which we quote practically verbatim, with 
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such notes as we feel are necessary for a 
fuller comprehension of this remarkable little 
book. 

The article quoted has the title: 

The most ancient Italian Postal 
Guide. 

(This was not quite correct, as we will 
see later.) 

By Mr. Loeper, Postal Director 
at Markirch . 
• 
New 

Postal Guide 
for the 

Whole World, 
by 

Octavio Codogno, 
published in 

Venice 
in 1620 

• 

~vovo ITINERARIO 
de.Ile Pofie per ~utto ii Mondo 

DI OTTAVIO CODOGNO. 
.Aggiuntoui il modo d1 fmt1erf a tutte /e'p.m1 . 

'1!1il1ffimo non foto ~ Scgrctarij, ma i llcligio·fi, & a Mcrumii. 

( ~11 limrtc de' Supcrim, & Priu1l•gio, 
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AN EA R LY EUROPEAN POSTAL GUIDE 
We have lately come into possession of a 
Postal Guide published in · 1676 at Venice, in 
the I tali an language, wh ich affords consider­
able interest from the fact that it is not only 
one of the oldest works of the kind , probably 
the oldest of all, but also because it gives a­
for that period-remarkably detailed account 
of the postal arrangements of the time. 

( Loeper is 1·eferri11g to th e 1676 edition , 
which had 478 pages . Th ere were edi­
tions in 1608, 1611, j620, and 1656, and 
probably other years. Th e title in full 
follows ) 

"N uovo ltinerario delle Poste per tutto il 
Mondo. Di Ottavio Codogno. Con ii modo di 
scriuere a tutte le parti. Utilissimo non solo 
a Segretarii , ma anco a Religiosi, & a Mer­
·Canti. Aggiontoui in questa nuoua impres­
sione vn Compendio di vi aggi, e Poste & le 
Fiere principali, che si fanno in diuerse Part1 
de! Mondo, con alcune cose nottabili dell' 
Alma Citta di Roma. Con Licenza de ' Su­
periori, e Priuilegio." 

Translated , this means-

"New Postal Guide for the whole world, 
by Octavio Codogno. With instructions how 
to write to all countries. Most useful not 
only to Secretaries, but also to members of 
religious brotherhoods, and merchan ts. This 
new edi tion has been enlarged by th e addition 
of a list of routes of travel, and of postal serv­
ices, as well as of the principal fairs "held in 
the va r ious parts of the world, and also of the 
principal sights of the great ci ty of Rome. 
Published by permission of the authorities, 
all rights reserved." 

( T he "authorities" mentioned were prob­
ably the Postmaster at Milan, where 
Codogno was a deputy postmaster.} 

As may be seen from its title, this Postal 
Guide is a copy of an enlarged edition of the 
work. Earlier editions must have come out 
about 1640 and 1660, for L. Hornigk, the 
oldest German postal writer, mentions this 
Postal Guide in a treatise entitled " D e regali 
postarum jure" (Vienna 1648), and recom­
mends it to the attention of German and 
other postmasters; judging, moreover, from 
some figures in the book itself, it is more than 
probable that it dates as far back as 1610. 

(Loeper was correct in th e assumption 
of "earlier editio11s," since the one in 
th e Collectors Club is th e 1620 edition .) 

The most ancient German Postal Guide 
166 'l'•/ltptr~rfr 
Oaflil FiNmt. \ 

Alli Bofmiaa. P· 1 'PtRe Jc Mil,,..« Bn/~ 
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was not published ti ll I 703, the ea rliest 
F rench wo rk came out ra ther af te r than be­
fore thi s date, so that in point of fact th e 
book of which we are treat ing may be looked 
upon as th e most ancient P ostal G uide th at 
has ever ex isted. It is t r ue th at there are 
" Itiner a ries" of much olde r date, but they 
contain no in formation as to the ti me of arriv­
al and depar tu re of mail-coaches, etc. 

The work under review is of great value 
chiefly because it has an international char­
acter, as may even be infe rred fro m th e word s 
"per tu t to il mondo" contained in its t itle. 
As a matter of fac t it not only t reats of th e 
postal se rvice in Italy, but also gives particu­
lars concerning th e postal lines to the var ious 
civilized countries which possessed · postal 
services at th at early per iod. 

It may be in ferred fro m the thorough 
knowledge of postal arrangements displayed 
by th e auth or th at he was a postal office r. 
This supposition is confi rmed by a remark in 
the preface to th e effect th at he holds an office 
th e duties of w hich t ake up a considerable 
part of his . time ; th e statement on th e title 
page refe rring to th e permission granted by 
th e authorities, also points to th e same con­
cl usion. In th e preface, th e au thor speaks of 
th e many blunders committed du r ing the 
journeys of th e cour ie rs w ith the P ost, and 
T HE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATEL !~T 
also in add ressing letters to be sent by this 
means to different parts of the world , blun­
ders w hich were th e cause of much incon­
venience to t ravellers and senders of letters, 
and says th a t they are chiefly at tributable to 

· th e fac t th at travell ers and senders of letters 
have no su fficient knowledge of the distances 
fro m one. place to anoth er, nor of th e routes 
by which th ey have to tr avel, or by w hich let­
t ers a re forwa rded . Th at he has been in­
duced by these considera tions to draw up the 
P ostal Guide in the interest of th e wo rld at 
la rge, to have it prin ted , and to bring each 
new edi tion into acco rdance wi th exis ting re­
qu irements. H e at th e same time explains 
th at the book is written in a very matter-of­
fac t style, and of ten in harsh and coarse l an­
guage. A lth ough this is tru e on the whole, ye t 
th e st atement mus t not be t aken too literally, 
fo r acco rdi ng to th e custom of the w ri ters of 
th e X VII century, th e auth or has embellished 
th e specially histo ric pages of his work w ith 
quota tions from classic w riters, and has not 
disdained to enl iven his oth erwise dry style 
by the occasional use of fl owery l anguage and 
r ath er far-fe tched compa risons, pe rh aps in 
ord er to show th at he was not devoid of a 
general cu lture. Thus, he mentions, for in­
stance, th at he does not intend trea ting his 
P ostal G uide in th e same manner as the E m-
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peror Nero did the bronze statue of Alex­
ander the Great, which he first ordered to be 
gilt, and then soon afterwards had the gild­
ing taken off in order to restore the statue 
to its original beauty. 

Codogno's work is divided into three parts. 
The first part deals with the privileges and 

duties of the Postmasters General, of their 
Substitutes, of Secreta ries ( in the General 
Post Office) , of Postmasters, of couriers, of 
postal messengers, and of foot messengers 
and gives particulars as to the kinds of money 
most convenient for travelling. 

The second part contains detailed informa­
tion of importance to travellers, in the shape 
of a list of numerous post routes, together 
with the indication of the distances from one 
place to another reckoned per "stage" and 
"half stage." Special attention is bestowed 
upon large towns, mountains, and rivers. 

In the third part information is given as to 
the hours of departure of th e ordinary mail 
coaches running between all the important 
towns in Italy, as well as in Germany, France, 
Spain, Portugal, etc. Then follow particu­
lars with regard to the principal sights of 
Rome, and a list of the most important fairs 
and markets in the various countries. The 
Postal Guide is furnished with an index which 
enables the reader to take a rapid survey of its 
principal contents. 

The au thor considers, and rightly so, that 
the contents of his work will be particularly 
useful to the Secretaries of Princes, to mer­
chants, and other persons, an opinion enun­
ciated in a similar manner on the title-page. 

The first part of the work which treats of 
the duties 'and privileges of the various offi­
cials, from the Postmaster General down to 
the postal foot messenger, affords special 
interest. In the historical description of the 
development of the postal arrangements ap­
pended to this part, the au thor goes as far 
back a's to the legendary King Theseus and to 
Bellerophon, in whose time-about 2600 years 
before Christ-it is alleged that the use of the 
horse must have been known. 

In the course of his description the author 
also speaks of the Taxis family, called Tassi 
in Italy, about whose work and doings he 
tell us much that is new. We therefore give 
below as literal a translation as possible of the 
passage referring to this family:-
30 
( Tassi was Teutonized into " Taxis." 
One member of the family had th e appel­
lation "de Tour et Tassi," which be­
came "Thurn and Taxis." This family 
dominated western EuropeMZ postal sys­
tems for nearly 500 years. !11 1935 
B elgium issued a souvenir sheet w ith a 
portrait of Frnncois de Tassis for th e 
Brussels Philatelic Exhibition [ SP68].} . 

"These capable men, the Tassi, who hold 
the office of Postmaster General f~r the " ·hole 
Empire, Spain, Italy, Flanders, and Burgun­
dy, not so much for the convenience of their 
sovereign s, as ratl1er for the common good of 
all merchants, have invented many fiqe means 
for despatching letters to all part of the 
world , and for rece iving co rrespondence from 
all countries. It was Raimund de T assi in 
Spain, and his cousin Antonius in Rome , who 
so wisely despatched a regular courier from 
Rome to the all-powerful Catholic King (of 
Spain), and from there, once a month , to 
Rom e. It is true th at during the French 
wars in the time of King Henry III and 
King Henry IV (1574-1610) this regular 
courier ceased to be sent by land , but soon 
made use of the sea route instead , taking 
ship at Genoa and sailing to Barcelona whence 
he continued his journey via Saragossa to 
Madrid. This service left much to be de­
sired in point of safety from the fact that 
the cou rier had to entrust himself to the 
treachero us waves of the Ocean , thu s running 
the risk either of getting drowned, or of being 
caught by pirates, or of being made a prisoner 
by the French, or of being carried to Africa 
to fall into the power of the Moors, or, as 
frequently happened , of being kept on the 
ship (as a rower). 

"When peace was once more restored, the 
old route via Alessandria, Lyons, Limoges, 
Bayon ne, Bordeaux, Irun, Vittoria, and Bur­
gos, was resumed , not because it was shorter 
than that v ia Avignon, Narbonne, Perpignan, 
Barcelon a, and Saragossa, but for the reason 
th at the French preferred it because L yons is 
an important commercial city, and because the 
route via Lyons is more conveniently si tu ated 
for despa tching news of the events occurring 
in Italy to Paris, than the route through the 
Provence and the Languedoc. This is the 
reason why the French have forbidden all 
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persons travelling by Post to take th e latter 
route. Rudige r or Roger T ass i, Simon 's suc­
cesso r, abolished the regul ar mail se rvice be­
tween M il an and Rome, and substituted a 
postal courier * se rvice in its stead. H e ac­
celerated th e pos tal communications between 
R ome and Naples, on th e one hand, and R ome 
and Flo rence, on th e oth er , to such a deg ree 
that th e postal messenge rs travelled at a speed 
which has not ye t been surpassed .. The P ost 
does th e dis tance between R ome and V enice 
and v ice versa at all seasons in less th an two 
days to th e infinite convenience of th ose wh o 
use it, fo r a regular postal se rvice in winter 
from Rome to V enice in less th an two days is 
truly no small matter. I do not wond er that 
this se rvice was not th ought of sooner , seeing 
th a t th e most illu striou s R epublic only ap­
pointed special messengers 22 or 2 + yea rs ago. 

"W ere I to speak of eve ry single mail and 
every regu lar pos tal se rvice th at has been 
organized by oth er T ass i in those Sta tes in 
which th ey have sta rted postal a rrangements, 
I should wea ry my reade rs ext remely. I only 
add th at, induced th ereto by th e good reputa­
tion w hich th e T ass i have enjoyed , and still 
enj oy, oth ers have derived advantage from 
this well ea rn ed renown, and thi s princip ally 
in Ge rm any. It wi ll be fo und that th e most 
ancient postmas ters added the name of T ass i 
to th eir own ; as if th ey had t aci tly fe lt bound 
to call th emselves T ass i w hen w anting to 
obtain this office. Now th e fact th a t th e 
above-ment ioned T assi were so highly valued 
and so much beloved by th e K ings and E m­
pero rs, more particula rly by th ose of th e house 
of Austri a, was th e reason why some men, 
either ac tu ated by envy of th e glory and high 
position acquired by th e form er th rough th eir 
constant and confid enti al intercourse w ith 
th eir sove reigns to whom th ey had free access 
a t all times for the purpose of giving in fo r­
mati on about th e persons a rr iving or leaving 
by P os t, or moved by cunning covetousness of 
th e advantages and profi ts a t tached to this 
offi ce, end eavoured to oust th em of th eir posi­
tion, and to secure for th emselves so honou r­
able an office . These pract ices pr incipally pre-

* Coclogno di sti ngui shes postal cour iers or posta l mes­
sengers, from cour iers despatched by order of sove reigns 
on specia l occasions. 
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vail ed at tim e of th e victo r ious Philip II of 
blessed memory, w ho had a certain likeness 
to th e good Emperor Adri an. As is r elated 
by histori ans, and more particularly by Dogli­
oni , it was his habit to give th e office rs suc­
cessors who had been nomin ated befo rehand , 
and he never deprived th e holders of offices 
tenable fo r two yea rs of th eir pos ition before 
th e end of this time, unless th ey had comm it­
ted some g ri evous crime. H e did not lend his 
ea r to persons coveting th ei r posi tion, how­
eve r large th e sums of money offered by th ese . 
suitors, but dep rived th em of all hope of ob­
taining th e offices in qu es tion by th e sensibl e 
reply :- 'O ne mu st have conside rati on fo r a 
man w ho has e rved'; fo r this so jud icious 
King, to w hose praise it may be sa id th a t he 
valued faithfu l se rvants, had the intenti on of 
res toring th e heirs of th e above-mentioned 
Roge r to office. It is tru e th at, O\\'i ng to th e· 
intervent ion of ce rtain incidents, th is inten­
t ion was not carri ed out. " 

( Th e Thu rn & T axis post, as philatelists 
well kn ow, func tioned until 1867, w hen it 
was taken over by P russia. Th e stamps of 
th is pos t first appearer! in 1852.) 

"As I have now come to th e end of thi s 
chapter , I may sum up th e whole by repeating 
th at th e titl e of "Corriere Maggior e," which 
means th e same as " P ostm as ter General.'' 
belongs exclusively to the funct ionary who 
manages th e postal serv ice of a \\'hole State, 
and not to th ose who, in a State, are dele­
gated to manage offices at which let ters a re 
rece ived and delivered and th at form th e 
st a rting points fo r th e courier s, of wh ich offi ­
ce rs th ere are many in Rome, Venice, Lyons, 
P aris, and oth er places." 

When th e auth or st ates above tha t other 
persons took advantage of th e fame attach­
ing to th e name of T assi, and th is more pa rtic­
ul arly in Ge rmany, he was certainly wrongly 
info rmed. There is , as pointed out by seve ral 
w r iters, mo re ground fo r the assu mption th at 
af ter one branch of th e T assi or T axis fa mily 
had r isen to fa me in G erm any in consequ ence 
of th e es tablishment of th e postal service, 
membe rs of th at branch of th e T as i family 
th at was living in Italy may have fel t called 
upon to organize simil a r arrange ments in 
Italy and oth er countries. Codogno's asser -
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tion is, moreove r, in cont rad iction with his 
oth er st atement, th a t it was the merits of th e 
T assi family which won for th em the esteem 
and affec tion of the Emperors in Germany. 
Litta, a mode rn Italian w riter whose in for­
mation ce rtainly rests on good au thority, re­
lates in vo lume V. of hi s " Famiglie celebri 
ltaliane" (Milano 1850) that Roge r Taxis 
established th e Post in Germany as early as 
q93 , and th at since th a t time a piece of 
badger ski n (Pelle di tasso ) had been pl aced 
across the foreheads of horses, while the post­
horn was introduced into th e armori al bear­
ings of th e Tassi. 

("P elle de lasso" is a play on words­
" tasso" m eaning "badger," and " Tassi" 
being th e original f am ily name. Th e 
post horn is a device used for announcing 
th e ai-rival of th e postal m essenger at a 
station so that a relay wo uld be ready 
and no delay would ensue.) 

It wou ld , therefore, first have to be proved 
th at th e postal service had been star ted in 
Italy a t an earl ier period th an in Germany, 
a question conce rning which we as yet possess 
no documents. U ntil proof to th e contr ary, 
it may, th erefore, be held th at the P osts in 
Germany and in Italy had pretty well a com­
mon origin, as Venice at once entered into 
postal communication wi th Augsbu rg and 
other German cities . 

The third chapter of th e first part of th e 
P ostal Guide, which treats of Postmasters 
(s tation masters) and th eir duties will be 
found specially interesting, all th e more so 
from the fac t th a t very little has been ' said 
on this subj ect in other works. Codogno in­
forms us th a t it was th e duty of postmasters 
to supply co uri ers, extra-posts, ordi nary po ts, 
and travell ers with horses, as well as to con­
vey estafets, and to receive, despatch, and 
deliver letters. When th e postmasters owned 
or rented inns, they also afforded accommoda­
tions to travellers arriving w ith posthorses, a 
business w hich yielded large profits. This 
circumstance, togeth er with the privileges 
connected wi th the office of a postmaster, such 
as, for instance, the exemption from taxes, the 
right to ca rry arms, etc. , was the reason w hy 
innkeepe rs readily undertook th e management 
of postal stations. 
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While th e postmasters of small intermedi­
ate sta tions, or of stations' on branch lines, 
either ca rri ed out the conveyance of the mails , 
couriers or tr avellers th emselves, or had it 
carried out by members of their families, the 
postm as ters in towns and large places had to 
keep special post boys (P os tillone) wh o were 
perfectly acquainted w ith the roads and the 
management of horses. As at th at period the 
numbe r of postal 11 rticles was small , one of 
th e post boys had also to deliver th e letters, 
a duty wh ich, at small postal st ations, was 
performed by th e postmasters or by member~ 
of th eir fa milies . Codogno goes ve ry fully 
into th e qu estion of th e breed of horses w hich 
should be kept by th e postmasters. P robably 
in orde r to show his knowledge of the best 
breeds of horses, he mentions the tiger-col­
oured horses of r umi dia and Tunis, the 
Turkish horses, th ose from th e neighborhood 
of th e Tagus in P ortugal-among w hich, ac­
cord ing to Pliny, th ose bred w hilst the wind 
Favonius was blowing are particularly fl ee t 
- th en the jenne ts or Spanish horses, the pal­
freys, th e Sa rm atian horses etc. He is, how­
eve r, of opi nion th at th ese th oroughbred 
horses are not suitable for th e special require­
ments and ha rd work of th e postal service, and 
recommends postmasters whenever possible to 
purchase horses bred in the co untry itself, 
among which there were also fl ee t nags. H e 
further expresses th e opinion th at the horses 
mu st be good looking, and free from se rious 
defects. H e requires that th e room of the 
postmasters should face th e road , or th at, at 
least, the st able boy or th e post boy should 
sleep in a room fac ing the road, in order that 
when he ·hea rs th e post horn at night he may 
rise at once and either get th e horses ready, 
or cause th em to be got ready, for star ting, 
and this both for cou riers and ordinary travel­
ler . Codogno also recommends th at the har­
ness should be made of good leathers, and th at 
a special piece of badger skin be placed across 
th e foreheads of the horses. We quote the 
next passage verbatim:-

"The post horn is of the utmost necessity, 
for when th e post boy is within hearing dis­
tance of th e st ation, he must blow it, in order 
th at th ey may begin to get the horses ready 
and this not only at night but also in the 
daytime. The same signal is to be given to 
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ferrymen, in order th a t they may cross over 
to this side of the river if they should happen 
to be on the farther side; or to gatekeepers if 
night has set in, and th e tow n, the castle, or 
the co urtyard is closed, so th at th ey may 
come at once and open the gates, or so th at 
the post boy, if he cannot himself carry the 
letters into these places, may send th em into 
them , and hand th em over to the gatekeeper 
to be carried by him to the post-office." 

( T!t e post !torn originated f r om t!t e prac­
tice of medieval butchers, often utilized 
as let ter carriers, using a !torn to an­
nounce th eir ai·rival to purchase cattle. 
It has come down as a symbol in the 
stamps of many Ew·opean countries: 
notably, Hungary, Norway, etc.} 

It appears from the particul a rs given by 
Codogno th at at th at early pe riod th e post­
masters were bound to convey th e ordinary 
and extraordinary es t afe ts by means of post 
horses from one station to anoth er in a given 
time, which, howeve r, varied in the different 
countries, and was fixed acco rding to the kind 
of es tafe ts to be conveyed, th e distance be­
tween th e st ations, and th e state of the roads. 
A stage had to be performed in I 0 . 2 , or, at 
th e most , 3 hours. "But w hen the next postal 
station is IO mil es ( 14,8 kilometres) off, and 
the road is bad, th ey cannot keep time even 
when carry ing small letter-packets, how much 
less can th ey do so when conveying large 
bags, such as those sent from :M antu a to Ger­
many, or Flanders, from Venice to Trient, 
from there to Vienna, from Rome to Bologna, 
from Milan to Turin , and from th ere to 
Genoa, from Paris to L yons, horn Prague to 
Brussels, and from Madrid to Galicia, be­
cause th ese bags a re heavy parcels w ith which 
th e post boys cannot ride quickly, but are only 
able to proceed at a trot. " 

Codogno advises postm asters, in case sev­
eral persons should a rrive at th e same time 
at a postal st ati on, to make a difference be­
tween them. T .hus, cou riers sent by Princes 
should be despatched first, th en ordinary 
couriers, and las tly private persons. 

After having enumer ated th e duties of 
postm asters in detail , th e author, by way of 
warning to cou riers, and in the interes t of 
ordinary travellers by post, recounts how post-
34 
masters used to evade the performance of 
th eir duties. First of all, they either neg­
lected to keep good saddle-horses, or hid them 
from th e post boys, for the purpose of giving 
them to travellers who did not mind paying 
special fees . Codogno m ainta ins th at the 
heads of the respective Postal Administrations 
ought not to tolerate such abuses, but should , 
on th e contrary, hold the postm asters respon­
sibl e in case postal couriers should suffer any 
in j ury through th eir fault. H e hints that 
tr avellers on bad h.orses may easily fall into 
th e hand s of highwaymen and murd erers, and . 
thus ad mits th at at that period th ere was no 
lack of miscreants of this sort in Italy. With 
fl ee t horses th e co uriers could reach th e dif­
ferent ferries across the rivers in good time, 
while otherwise they had of ten to wait for 
several hours at night, etc. 

Codogno advises travellers how to manage 
when postm asters feigned not to have he ard 
the post ho rn signal, or when th ey asser ted­
as th ey w ere especially ap t to do towards 
evening-th at they had no post horses in the 
stable at th e moment. They did this in order 
to force tr avelle rs to stay the night at their 
st ati on so as to make money out of th e food 
and lodging furnished to them. Similar 
tricks were played by th e employes, and this 
occasionally w ith the connivance of th eir mas­
ters. The se rvice of Princes was freque ntly 
neglected by th ese people, w ho either kept 
back urgent es tafet mails altogether, or 
merely hand ed th em over to private persons 
for onward trans m1ss1on as oppo rtunity 
offer ed. In order to prevent th e dis·covery of 
such offences th ey sometimes made away with 
th e p;pe rs which accompanied th e mai ls so as 
to make it difficult to find out th e place where 
th e irregul a rities had been committed : 

In orde r to prevent such irregular ities, 
Codogno, w ho wou ld seem to have been em­
ployed at th e seat of a Postal Administration, 
proposes that it should be mad e compulso ry 
for postmasters to keep a book in which th ey 
we re to enter the time of arriv al and depar­
ture of each eotafe t ; he further recommends 
th e adopt ion of a pass for es t afe ts and of a 
time bill. 

As mention ed above, the second par t of th e 
Postal Guide contains a list of th e various 
pos t routes. It begins with an int roduction 
which, af ter th e manner of th e al)c ient Itali an 
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Itinera ries, is not w ithout a r eligious tinge :-
"As I am about to speak of the post routes 

and post al st ations, it may well happen in th e 
course of time th at tr avellers w ill not find 
th ese stations at th e spots w hich my P ostal 
Gu ide indicates, and this because th ey have, 
perh aps, been abolished by one of th e Princes; 
I therefore beg th at this may not be attr ibuted 
to a mist ake o r to negligence on my part, for 
I assure you th at at th e moment when my 
boo k comes out , th ese st ations· a re just as I 
have desc ribed th em. I begin w ith the jour­
ney f ro m th e most sacred H ouse at St . L oreto 
to San J ago di Compostell a in Spain, in orde r 
th at th ose who tr avel to thi s place and make 
use of my book, may think of me, and pray 
for me, beca use it is th e duty of eve ry good 
Chri st ian to pray for his brother." 

Codogno mentions on this route a lone more 
th an I93 different post al st ations. The next 
ro ute is th at from R ome to th e Imperi al 
Court at Prague, via Innsbruck, Augsburg 
and Regensburg, w ith 85 post al stat ions. The 
cn ird rou te mentioned is th at from Prague to 
\I 1enn a w ith I6 postal st ations. A t th e begin-

111ng of th e description of this rou te th e au thor 
says :-"I in fo rm you th at many fores ts and 
rive rs have to be t rave rsed on this route, th e 
names of which I h ave been unable to ascer­
t ain , and neve r even heard. P eople t ravel 
th ere in carts d rawn by two horses, one har­
nessed in front of th e other, and th is in th e 
g reat cold which prevails th ere!" The fo urth 
route is th at fr om Prague to Madrid by way 
of A ugsburg, Zurich, and Lyons, wi th I89 
post al st at ions. Among th e many other routes 
mentioned by the auth or , th ere is one from 
Venice to Constantinople. T his list is sup­
plemented by anoth er giving th e dist ances be­
tween th e la rges t towns in E u rope, Asia, and 
A fr ica , w hich, ow ing to th e in sufficient knowl­
edge people had at th at peri od of th e oth er 
par ts of th e globe, is not , natur ally enough, 
quite co rrect. 

G reat interes t attaches to th e thi rd part of 
th e P ostal G uide which contains info rm ation 
as to the hours and days of depar ture of th e 
Principal mail coaches, togeth er wi th much 
valu able in fo rm ation. The int roduc tion to 
th is part runs as fo llows:-

" In different post-offices, I saw heaps of 
letters which we re addressed to pl aces w ith 
unkn own names; I furth er remarked th at 
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even th ose by w hom th ese letters we re sorted 
-howeve r much experience th ey h ad in this 
w ork-did not always know w here th e let­
ters w ere to be sent to. Now, w hen th e send­
ers of letters receive no reply to th e same, 
th ey bl ame th e pos tal office rs, w hile the fault 
in r eality lies w ith th e letter -writers. I th ere­
fo re propose to teach you how to address let­
ters prope rly. T he sole cause l ies in two 
fa ults w hich a re not , pe rh aps, t aken into ac­
co unt o r th ought of by everybody. O ne of 
th ese fa ults is negligence and th e oth er av a­
n ce . Thus, negligence mu st be ascr ibed to 
those letter-\v riter s who omit to state on th e 
letters th e ro ute by w hich th ey are to be fo r­
warded, or who, w hen th e lette rs have to be 
del ivered at a dis t ance fr om a post ro ute, do 
not add ress th e letter thus:-N. near N. 
(place of des tin ation and neares t l arge town ). 
It is further necessary, in case the place of 
des tin a tion is not generally kn own, to add to 
th e address th e name of th e town whence th e 
let ter is to be forwa rded to its ul timate des t i­
nati on. If yo u a re in Rome, for in stance, and 
want to send a letter to L uce rne, th en w rite 
on th e add ress " Via M ilan to L ucerne," be­
cause Luce rn e is known at M ilan, and M il an 
at Luce rn e. If yo u do this, your letter will 
reach L uce rne sa fely. 

" I now pass on to th e second fau lt, which 
is, as al ready mentioned, avarice. Many per­
sons think it cu rious that post age has to be 
paid not only on th e letters th ey receive but 
also on those th ey despatch. But he who 
w ishes to be served well , mus t no t mind this, 
because th e P ost and th e couriers have a r ight 
to demand such payment. I w ill give an ex­
ample. W ht n yo u want to send a le tter from 
Rome to Luce rn e, you must ei th er pay the 
postage upon it in Rome as fa r as Milan, or 
despatch th e letter under cover addressed to 
a pe rson in M il an, to w hom it will be deliv­
e red and by w hom th e post age fr om R ome to 
M il an w ill be paid. T his pe rson w ill then, in 
orde r to fo r wa rd it from M il an to Lucerne, 
hand it over to the same courier. T he person 
in Lucern e for w hom th e letter is in tended, 
has th en only to pay th e post age from M ilan 
to L uce rne, because th e pos tage from Rome to 
M il an has al ready been paid . If you do not 
obse rve this rule, you w ill not be se rved 
properly." (No te th at even in th ose times 
prepaymen t was possible.} 
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This descr iption gives us an idea of the 
manner of fo rwarding letters in former times, 
w hich differed in many points from the mod e 
adopted at present. 

At th e tim e w hen th e Postal Guide was 
w ritten, a Spanish post-office seems to have 
ex isted in Rome, fo r we fi nd the fo llowing 
passage in th e description of th e ordin ary 
postal se rvice f rom Rome to Milan:-

"On Sa turday evening an ordin a ry courier 
is despatched from th e Spanish post-office, 
w ho takes th e fo llowing route :- R onciglione, 
M ontefiascone, V iterbo, Bolsena, Acqu apen­
dente, R ad icofani , Siena, F lorence, Bologna, 
M odena, and M antu a. There, th e mail s fo r 
G erm any and F lande rs a re lef t behind . H e 
th en proceeds f rom M antu a by way of Cre­
mona and L odi to M il an. From Mantu a the 
letters a re, by ord er of th e P ostm aster Gen­
er al, despatched in a bag by means of a quick 
estafet via Trient, Botzen, and Innsbruck to 
Augsburg, whence th ~se intended fo r Regens­
burg, Pilsen, and Prague are fo rw arded to 
th eir des tin a tion. The oth er pa rt is de­
spatched, likewise by estafe t, from Augsbu rg 
to Rh einh ausen, Cologne, amu r , Brussels, 
and Antwe rp. L etters w hich can be fo r­
warded to th ei r des tin ations from these towns, 
a re also sent by the same mail." 

T he different important pos t rou tes in sev­
eral civil ized coun tries a re dealt wi th in a 
similar manner. The fo llowing towns are 
mentioned as th e starting po ints of th ese 
rou tes :-Rome, Messin a, P alermo, aples, 
Florence, Bologna, Mantu a, Venice, Mil an, 
Genoa, Tur in , L yons, Madrid, Burgos, Se­
vill a, Valencia, Ba rcelona, T oledo, Sala­
manca, Lisbon , Brussels, Antwe rp, and 
Prague. L ess de tailed in fo rm ation concern­
ing post routes sta rting fro m th e fo ll owing 
tow ns is given in th e suppl ement :-P aris, 
L yo ns, Na rbonne, T oulouse, Avignon, G ren­
oble, Orleans, P oitiers, Calais, St i;assburg 
(Alsace), Berne, Luce rn e, B asie, Constance, 
F ribourg, F rank fo rt on th e Maine, Cologne, 
D ortmun d, Augsburg, N urn berg, D anz ig, 
Breslau, Vienn a, C racow, Salzbu rg, Linz, etc. 

Alth ough Codogno's wo rk leaves much to 
be desi red in point of appea rance and print, 
and is not free from mistakes, still , consider­
ing it appea red more th an 300 * years ago, 
it was a ve ry success ful attempt in th e special 
sphere of lite rature of Postal Guides. In 
reality, it is even more th an a P ostal Guide, 
fo r it contains in th e chapter treating of the 
privil eges and duties of th e various officials, 
etc., a de tai led description of both the ad­
minist ra tive and th e technical postal service. 
O w ing to th e good advice it contains, this 
work ce rtainly was in its day of very great 
use not only to th e postal officer s, but also to 
tr avelle rs and letter-writers, a fact w hich is 
proved by th e numerous editions th rough 
which th e book passed . 

L oeper was not mistaken, for we fi nd th at 
th ere is a st ill olde r ed ition of this remark­
able littl e vo lume in th e Royal Cou rt and 
State Library in M unich. I t bears th e da te 
of th e ye a r 1608, and was pr inted at M il an. 
Loepe r's supposit ion too, th at its au thor must 
have been a " postal office r" is corroborated 
by th e title ']:>age, on which Codogno describes 
himself as ~'Lu ogo t en en t e de/ co rriero mag­
giore rli Milano" ( Rep resentative of th e 
P ostm as ter General of M il an ). We intend 
reve rting to this ed ition, which is certainly a 
literary rari ty of th e first class, a t a later 
pe riod. 
AUTHOR 'S NOTE : This article w hich we have 
quoted so extensively was th e ubj ect of com­
ment by D r. J oseph Rubsam in th e same 
period ical in 1887, wherein he remarks and 
goes on to po int out th at Codogno's wo rk, 
w hile ve ry ea rly, was preceded by a si mil ar 
book publ ished in Rome in I 563, w ri tten by 
one D -J ohannis da l'Herba. H e also re­
marks, rega rding L oeper 's conjectures as to 
earlie r edi tions of Codogno's work and his 
positi on as fo ll ows: 

In view of th e increasing importance of 
postal history in th e studies by philatel ists, 
we are qui te certai n th at this brief discussion 
of so ea rly a book on th e postal services then 
ex isting w ill be welcomed. 

* It firs t a ppea red 3~0 years ago. 

Attent ion of resident and non-resident members 
is respectfully directed to the Calendar of Cur­
rent Ph ilatel y which appears on .pages 48 and 
49 of th is issue of The Collectors Club Ph ilate ­
li st . Meetings of The Col lectors Club and 
various Study Groups are I isted for the first 
quarter, fo r the benefit of members who may 
wish to plan ahead to attend any or all meetings 
of interest to them. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 



Official Data on 

U. S. NEW ISSUES 

Post Office Department's announcements 

provide descriptions of stamps, texts of 

dedications, statistics on first-day sales. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST has 
long felt the need for a comprehensive 
.coverage of th e official news releases 
issu ed by the Post Office D epartment 
.concerning new and forthcoming stamps. 
D espit e direct notices mailed to collectors, 
many thousands of other collectors were 
unable to secure complete data in the 
past. 

Now, in v iew of the new Post Office 
ruling that individual notices of new 
stamp issues have been discontinued as 
of January I, 1948, such a regular fea­
ture becomes almost a necessity. 

Since both th e Post Office booklet and 
the revised ] old books on 20t h century 
.commemorative issues end w ith the 1947 
Stamp Centenary issu es, th e logical 
starting pqint is the Do ctor stamp, as 
presented here. 

* * * 
Doctor Commemorative 

April 8, 1947. 

Postmaster General Robert E. H annegan 
has approved the issuance of a commemora­
tive postage stamp honoring the doctors of 
America, the Post Office Department an­
nounced today. 

The special stamp will be of the 3-cent va­
riety and will be placed on sale on June 9 on 
the occasion of the 1ooth anniversary of the 
founding of the American Medical Assn. 
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" In so honoring the American doctor," Mr, 
Hannegan said, "we are paying tribute to the 
men and women of medicine who devote their 
lives to the cause of hum anity. Alleviation 
of pain and suffering and the betterment of 
mankind is their creed. The contribution 
which they have made to our national life is 
one of which all Americans can be proud and 
grateful." 

Details as to the place of sale and descrip­
tion of the stamp will be announced later. 

May 13, 1947. 

The special 3-cent postage stamp honoring 
the Doctors of America, which was recently 
approved by Po tmaster General Robert E. 
Hannegan , will be placed on sale for the first 
time at Atlantic City, ,· ]., on June 9. 

Maroon in color, and of special delivery 
size, the stamp will contain a reproduction of 
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the well-known painting "The Doctor" by 
Sir Luke Fildes. 

The stamp is arranged horizontally with a 
single outline frame. Across the top is the 
lettering "United States Postage" in white 
Gothic. In the lower left corner is the de­
nomination "3c" and in the lower right the 
wording "The Doctor." 

Collectors desiring first-day cancellations 
may send not in excess of IO addressed envel­
opes, accompanied with remittance for the 
stamps to be affixed, to the Postmaster at At­
lantic City, N. J., in time for servicing before 
June 9. The envelope addressed to the Post­
master should be indorsed "First Day Covers, 
Doctors Stamp." To expedite handling, first­
day covers will be cancelled by machine as 
much as possible. The stamp will be issued 
in sheets of 50 and the initial printing is for 
125 ,000,000. 

The Doctors stamp will be on sale at the 
Philatelic Agency, Washington 25, D. C., on 
June IO and at other post offices throughout 
the country as soon as distribution will per­
mit. The Philatelic Agency does not service 
first-day covers. 

June IO, 1947. 

Remarks of ] oseph ]. Lawler, Third 
Assistant Postmaster General, at the 
banquet of the House of Delegates, 
American Medical Association, Atlantic 
City, N. 1 ., 8 p. m., Monday, lune 9, 
1947, on the occasion of the first-day 
sale of the Doctors' Stamp. 

Since the dawn of civilization, man's con­
stant and impelling motive has been the bet­
te~ment and advancement of his lot - socially, 
economically and physically. 

In our own national life - from the first 
recognition by our forefathers of the right of 
all men to life, liberty and the pursuit of hap­
piness - we in America have come a long 
way in demonstrating that man, given the 
opportunity, will devote his life to the cause 
of humanity. In fact, all that we have done 
in government, in social advancement, in in­
dustry, in education, has been done because 
we as a nation and as ~ people want and de-
mand a better way of life - not only for our­
selves but for our children and generations to 
follow. And so, in a sense, all Americans are 
enlisted in the service of mankind. 

But there are those who, because of the 
profession they have chosen, have written and 
are writing brilliant chapters in the book of 
life. They have overcome the ignorance and 
prejudices of the past - and through ceaseless 
study and research have succeeded in giving 
to all of us the many benefits that they have 
discovered - benefits in the field of medicine 
that have helped immeasurably to make our 
people and our nation strong. 

Often, at the risk of their own lives, these 
1nen and women - the doctors - have given 
us a release from many of the fears of former 
generations. And now, as in the past, they 
minister to us in time of illness, giving to us 
not only physical relief but imparting to our 
hearts and our souls some of their courage, 
their faith and their confidence. 

The relationship between physician and pa­
tient is close and intimate. It has need to be 
so, and our laws and customs go far to pro­
tect that relationship . On the part of the 
patient, there must be a reliance on the pro­
fessional skill of the physician. On the part 
of the physician, there is the consecrated giv­
ing to his fellow man. So it is that when a 
physician, exercising his high powers, restores 
a patient to health, the patient feels a grati­
tude commensurate with the great gift which 
has been returned to him. We who are asso­
ciates of Postmaster General Hannegan know 
how deeply he appreciates what two eminent 
doctors did for him. Stricken with serious 
illness sometime ago, Mr. Hannegan is now 
wel

1
l on the way to recovery because of the 

efforts of Dr. Reginald Hammerick Smith­
wick, Surgeon in Chief of the Massachusetts 
Memorial Hospitals, and Brigadier General 
Wallace Graham. 

It is a paradox that war - that mad beast 
that runs amuck to destroy men and women; 
yes, even children - brings forth so .many 
miracles in medicine . Perhaps it is because 
of the urgent need to cure the sick, to heal 
the wounded , and to relieve the pain and suf­
fering of the dying. But without these mira­
cles, of which the doctor is the instrument, 
many of our fellowmen would be doomed to 
a life of pain , helplessness and despair. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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And in time of peace, our neighbor, th e doc­
tor - a friend , a counselor, and a he aler -
goes his w ay, ever seeking to un lock th e mys­
tery of th e unknown - to give to us his as­
sistance wherever and w henever we need him. 
No matter w ho calls - w heth er it be a su f­
feri ng elde rly person or a feve rish ch ild, the 
rich or the poo r - th e doctor is always ready 
to give to all in equ al meas ure th e best th at is 
in him. 

And so today th e P ost Office D epartment 
is honoring th e D octor by issuing a special 
st amp on th e centenni al of th e fo unding of the 
American M edical Association. The stamp 
is a rep resentation of a painting which mil­
l ions have taken to their hea rts because it 
truth fu lly po rt rays a common human ex­
pe r ience - depend ence upon th e skill of a de­
voted doc tor - and I th ink symbolizes the 
doc tor, wheth er he be in th e labo ratory, the 
hospi tal, or in some isolated spot. But w her­
ever he is, thi s st amp is an expression of gr ati­
tude and th anks to him fr om his gove rnment 
fo r th e part he has pl ayed in m aking our 
nation and its people st rong and healthy in 
body, and in mind and heart. 

June 23 , 1947· 

T he first-d ay sale of th e D octors stamp at 
Atl antic C ity, N . J ., on June 9 totalled 
1,400,122 stamps. There were 508,01 6 covers 
canceled. 

Utah Centennial 

Jun e 17, 1947· 

To mark th e rooth annive rsary of the 
se ttlement of U tah, the P ost O ffice D epart­
men t an nounced today th at a commemorative 
postage stamp w ill be issued for the firs t time 
a t Salt Lake C ity, U tah, on J uly 2.J. . It was 
on this da te, 100 yea rs ago, th a t th e fi rst pio­
neers entered th e valley of the G reat Salt 
L ake. 

Of special delivery size, th e st amp is a r­
ranged horizont ally w ith a single outline 
fr ame. The centr al des ign is an origin al 
drawi ng depicting th e firs t pioneers entering 
th e valley of G reat Salt L ake. Ac ross th e 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH I LATEL IST 
top in da rk Go thic is th e wording "United 
States P os tage," and in th e upper right cor­
ner is th e denomin ation "3c." In the left 
cent ral por tion of th e st amp is th e lettering 
"Th is is th e Place," a statement attributed to 
Brigham Y ou ng w ho led th e pionee rs on their 
journey to U tah. On a ribbon ac ross the 
bottom appears "1847 The U tah Centennial 
1947" in da rk modi fie d Roman. 

Collectors des ir ing first day cancell ations 
may send not in excess of I O addressed envel­
opes, accompanied w ith remittance fo r the 
st amps to be affi xed, to th e P ostm as ter at ' 
Salt L ake C ity, U tah, in time for servicing 
befor e July 24. T he envelope addressed to 
the P ostm as ter should be indorsed "F irst 
D ay Covers, The U tah Centennial. " The 
stamp w ill be iss ued in sheets of 50, and the 
initi al printing is fo r 125,000,000. 

Th e color of th e st amp w ill be ann ounced 
later. 

July 3, 1947· 

The P ost Office Department's Stamp Divi­
sion also announced today th at th e new 3-cent 
Utah commemorative postage stamp, which 
w ill be released fo r th e first t ime in Salt L ake 
City on J uly 24, w ill be purple in color. A 
description of this st amp has already been 
announced by th e P ost Office D epa rtment. 

25-Cent Air Mail 

June 23, 1947· 

The P ost O ffi ce D epartment announced 
today th at a new 25-cent air m ail pos tage 
stamp, intended fo r use on mai l des tined to 
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P acific and Asiatic areas and to portions of 
Africa, w ill go on sale at San Francisco, 
Calif., on July 30. Blue in color and of 
special delivery size, this st amp is being issued 
to conform to th e international air mail rate 
of 25 cents a half-ounce es tablished last 
November r fo r th ese countries. 

The central design of th e stamp depicts a 
modern four-motor plane in flight above th e 
San Francisco-Oakl and Bay Bridge w ith th e 
City of San Francisco in th e background. 
The wo rding "Air Mail" in dark Gothic ap-

' pea rs in the upper left of the st amp and across 
the bottom in a dark panel is th e lettering 
"United States Postage." At th e extreme 
right above the panel is the denomination 
"25c" on a dark circul ar backgrou nd. 

Collectors desiring first day cancell ations 
· may send not in excess of IO addressed envel­
opes, accomp anied with remittance for the 
st amps to be affi xed, to th e P ostm aste r at 
San Francisco r , Calif., in time for servicing 
before July 30. The envelope addressed to 
th e P ostm as ter should be indorsed "First 
Day Covers, Air Mail Stamp." The stamp 
will be issued in sheets of 50. 

The 25-cent air mail st amp will be on sale 
at th e Phil atelic Agency, Washington 25, 
D . C., on July 3 r and at oth er post offices 
throughout the country as soon as distribu­
tion w ill permit. The Phil atelic Agency does 
not service first day cove rs. 

August 19, 1947. 

The first day sale of th e 25-cent Air Mail 
Stamp at San Francisco, Calif. , on July 30 
totalled 349,700 stamps. There we re 201,762 
covers cancelled. 
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July 3, 1947 

A new 15-cent air mail postage stamp, in­
tend ed primarily for use on ai r mail destined 
for points in Europe and the Middle East, 
will be issued by the Post Office Department 
on August 20, it was announced today. 

This new I 5-cent a ir mail st amp, w hich is 
to be green in color, w ill be placed on sale for 
the first tim e at the I ew York, New York, 
Post Office on August 20 with general sale 
following a t post offices throughout th e nation 
th e next day or as soon thereafter as distribu­
tion will permit. 

Arranged horizontally, the new air mail 
st amp will be of special delivery size. Its 
central motif will be a reproduction of the 
Statue of Liberty show ing the I ew York 
City skyline in th e background and a modern 
four motor-plane in flight. In the upper right 
portion of th e st amp will be the word ing "Air 
Mail" in dark Gothic. Across th e bottom in 
a dark panel is th e insc ription "United States 
Postage" in white Gothic, directly above and 
to the right of which is the denomination 
"15c" in th e same style on a circula r back­
ground. 

August 20, 1947. 

Address of H onorable Jos eph ]. Lawler, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General, at 
ceremonies in connection with the first­
day sale of the 15-cent air mail stamp, 
Wednesday , August 20, 1947, I I :JO a. m., 
at th e New York City Post 0 ffice. 

Mr. Mayor, Mr. Postm aster, distinguished 
guests : 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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This is indeed a significant occasion. In 
assembling here today for the purpose of 
placing on sale for the first time the Post 
Office Department's new 15-cent air mail 
stamp, we are marking another milestone 
along the sky ways of postal air transpor­
tation. 

In representing Postmaster General Robert 
E. Hannegan and the Post Office Depart­
ment, it is only appropriate that I acquaint 
our distinguished guests with some of the 
factors that motivated the issuance of this 
new air mail stamp in the 15-cent denomi­
nation. 

Fully cognizant of the vital link which the 
air mail service provides between the United 
States and the rest of the world, we in the 
Post Office Department are ever alert to our 
responsibilities in the furtherance of this 
high-speed postal facility. 

It was with a view to bringing the air mail 
service within reach of all potential use:rs that 
the Post Office Department last fall reduced 
the postage rate on foreign air mail. 

As a result, the volume of air mail moving 
to points outside the United States has in­
creased 7 5 % since these rate reductions went 
into effect. The new foreign air mail rate 
schedule emphasized the need for a series of 
new air mail stamps consistent with the basic 
rates to the several corners of the earth. This 
15-cent air mail stamp which we are placing 
on sale for the first time exclusively today 
here in ew York is the third of an air mail 
series authorized by Postmaster General 
Hannegan. 

We have selected New York City as the 
most appropriate point for the first day sale 
in view of the fact that the 15-cent rate is 
applicable to points . in Great Britain, Conti­
nental Europe and certain areas of the Middle 
East. As a matter of fact, this new air mail 
stamp in the l 5-cent classification is being 
issued primarily for use on air mails destined 
to these general areas. 

From the days of the old four-masters and 
the clipper ships I ew York has forged to the 
front as the world's number one sea port, a 
position which it has rightfully maintained 
over the years. As the hub of world traffic 
and commerce, Tew York in recent years has 
taken its place as the cross-roads of the avia­
tion world. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Description of design and texts 
of official releases on the 1 Oc 
Air Mail stamp are on next page 

It is from your great municipal air port 
that giant skyliners start the for~ign air mails 
on their way to points in the United Kingdom, 
Europe, Asia and Africa. ew York today 
is truly the pulse of international air traffic. 
It was with this in mind that we selected as 
the central motif a reproduction of a draw­
ing of the Lower Manhattan skyline as seen 
from the outer harbor. 

Thousands of pounds of air mail are aloft 
over the Atlantic at this very moment and 
only the elements can impair the maintenance 
of split-second air mail schedules between 

ew York and points across the Atlantic. 
We in the Post Office Department have 

every reason to believe that the availability 
of this new 15-cent air mail stamp will pro­
vide a further impetus to the users of air mail 
benveen this country and Europe. 

The Post Office Department takes a justi­
fiable pride in air transport progress because 
it was this agency of government which pio­
neered the first regularly scheduled air service 
over both the Atlantic and Pacific to new 
horizons of international commerce. 

It is the United States' air mail service 
which provides that international commerce 
bond by which not only individuals, but 
nations as well, are knit together in the pat­
tern of world business, trade and culture. 

It is our fond hope that New Yorkers as 
well as their fellow Americans throughout 
the 48 states will avail themselves to the 
greatest possible degree of the advantages 
that are to be had through the utilization of 
this new postage stamp in the transportation 
of their social and business communications 
abroad. 
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September 4, 1947. 

There were 383,354 of the 15-cent air mail 
stamps sold at New York, N. Y ., on the first 
day of sale August 20. There were 230,338 
covers cancelled . 

10-Cent Air Mail 

July 23, 1947. 

The Post Office Department announced 
today . that a new 10-cent air mail stamp, 
black m color and of special delivery size, will 
go on sale at Washington , D . C ., on August 
30. 

To be used primarily on air mail to South 
and Central American countries where the 
IOc rate is in effect, the stamp contains a 
reproduction of th e Pan American Union 
Building in W ashington . A twin-motor plane 
in fli ght is shown in the upper right. To the 
left of the plane is th e wording "Air Mail" 
in dark Gothic. Across th e lower border of 
th e stamp is th e denomin ation "roe" and the 
wording "United· States Postage" in white 
modified Rom an. 

Collectors desiring first day cancellations 
may send not in excess of IO addressed envel­
opes, accompanied with remittance for the 
stamps to be affi xed to th e P ostmaster at 
W ashington 13, D . C., iri time for servicing 
before August 30. The envelope addressed 
to th e P ostmaster should be indorsed "First 
D ay Covers, Air Mail Stamps." The stamp 
w ill be issued in sheets of 50. 

The IO-cent air mail stamp will be on sale 
a t the Philatelic Agency, Washington 25, 
D. C., on August 30. It w ill be available at 
other post offices throughout the country the 
next day or as soon as distribution will per­
mit. The Philatelic Agency does not service 
first day cove rs. 

August 30, 1947. 

R emarks of th e Honorable J esse M . 
Donaldson, First Assistant Postmaster 
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Gen eral, at th e ceremonies in connection 
with th e /irst-rlay sale of th e new ro-cen t 
air mail postage stamp at the Pan Ameri­
can Union Building, II :oo a. m., Satur­
day, August 30, 1947 

It is a distinct honor for me to have this 
opportunity of particip ating with so many 
representatives of our neighbor nations to the 
south in th ese ceremonies incident to the first 
day sale of th e new 10-cent air mail P,Os tage 
stamp. 

W e in the Post Office Department are more 
than pleased th at this morning's program is 
being held here on the grounds of the P an 
American Union, for it is th e P an American 
Union Building w hich marks the centr al motif 
on thi s new stamp. 

In selecting a design for this particular air 
mail stamp, which is being issued prim arily 
for use on ai r mail letters to Central and 
South America countries where the IO-cent 
r ate is in effect, we chose appropr iately 
enough th e P an Am erican Union Building as 
being symbolic of hemispheric consolid ation. 
For ce rtainly the Pan American U nion has 
played a major role in th e fulfillment of th e 
good neighbor policy between this country and 
our sister republics below th e Rio Grande. 

The Pan American design epitomizes in 
l arge me asu re th at fri endly sp irit and unity 
of purpose with which the United States and 
those countri es of Central and South America 
a re setting such a fine example to the rest of 
a st rife- torn wo rld. 

Fo r many years, th e Postal Se rvice has pro­
vided the major communication link between 
this country and Central and South America. 
H owever, it remained for the advent of the 
ai rplane to cemen t this "bond to an even 
greate r degree than was the case when all the 
mail was ca rried by the slow surface vessels. 

The U nited States Air Mail Service in 
recent yea rs has provided a major impetu s to 
the business, social and cultural ties w hich 
link i~dividuals and nation s of th e Western 
H emisphere. 

The international confe rence now being 
held at Rio D e J aneiro is but ano ther ex­
ample of the strength of our ties w ith our 
good neighbor nations below th e border. 
Secretary of State Marshall will soon be 
joined by President Truman at this most 
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significant conclave which has been marked 
by a un animity of thought and action unpar­
alleled in intern ational gatherings in these 
days of suspicion and distrust. 

It is only fitting th at the first envelope can­
celled bearing this new air mail st amp will be 
dispatched to Secretary of State Marshall 
bearing a message from P ostm aster General 
Robert E . Hannegan. This letter, like the 
mill ions th at will follow in both directions, 
will a rrive in Rio in a matter of hours rather 
than the days and weeks of old . 

It w as with a view to emphasizing speed in 
the mails th at we included on the design of 
this new stamp a reproduction of a twin­
motored airplane along with th e P an Ameri­
can Union Building. 

We in the Post Office Department are 
proud of th e part th at the United States Mails 
have pl ayed in providing the common com­
munication bond between th e U nited States 
and Central and South America, for we are 
fully cognizant as is eve ryone assembled here 
tod ay th at it has been this postal link w hich 
has provided a major instrumen tality of our 
hemispheric solidarity. 

The firs t countries outside of the conti­
nental limits of th e U nited States to receive 
air mail se rvice direct from this country were 
those of Central and South America, and for 
the past r 8 years we have striven constantly 
to ex pand and improve this Central and South 
American service. The frequency of our 
sched ules and th!! all-encomp assing nature of 
our routes to and from Central and South 
America offer th e best evidence of the degree 
to which we have gone to provide the best 
possible mail service for our neighbors to the 
south. 

In closing, I wan t to assure you th at in the 
future we shall continue to exert our every 
effort toward an even better mail service 
between this country and Central and Sou th 
America. 

September II , I947· 

There were 265 ,773 covers cancelled at 
Washington, D . C., on th e first day sale of 
th e IO-cent air maiI st amp on August 30. 
Stamp sales totaled 36I,OI5; post office sales, 
25I ,492, Philatelic Agency, I09,523. 
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Constitut ion Commemorative 

September I5 , I947· 

P ostm aster G eneral Robert E. H ann egan 
tod ay made public th e description of th e new 
3-cent Constitution postage stamp w hich is to 
be placed on sale for the first time by the Post 
Office Department at Boston, Mass ., on 
O ctober 2I . 

This new stamp, w hich is being issued in 
commemoration of th e I50th Anniversary of 
th e launching of th e U. S. Frigate Cons titu­
tion, better known as "Old Ironsides," will 
have as its central design a naval architect 's 
line drawing of the Constitution. The naval 
architect who drew this design from the best 
avail able sources is Andrew H. H epbu rn of 
Boston. 

Suppor ting th e main motif on either side are 
naval gun s of th at era drawn from Navy De­
partment records of the 24-pounders origi­
nally mounted on this famous fighting ship. 

Arranged in an arc across th e top of th e 
st amp are sixteen stars representing the num­
ber of states in the Union in r 797, the year 
of th e launch ing. 

The Consti tuti on is shown running before 
a light breeze and approaching a home port 
w ith her commission pennant ·at the main. 

The stamp is 0.84 inches by I·++ inches in 
dimensions, arranged horizontally. This is 
the same size as the current special delivery 
stamp. Arranged in the upper left and right 
corners, respectively, is the wording, "United 
States 3c" and "P ostage 3c" in Rom an type. 
In a ribbon across the bottom appears th e 
in scription, "I797 U. S. Frigate Constitut ion 
I947" in the same lettering. The color of th e 
new stamp w ill be announced later by the 
P ost Office D epartment. 

Stamp · coll ectors desiring first-day cancell a-
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tions of the Constitution stamp may send not 
in excess of IO addressed envelopes, accom­
panied with remittance for the stamps to be 
affixed to the Postmaster at Boston, Mass. in 
time for servicing before October 2r. The 
envelope addressed to the Postmaster should 
be indorsed "First Day Covers, Constitution 
Stamp." The stamp will be issued in sheets 
of 50. 

Elaborate first day sale ceremonies are now 
being arranged by the Post Office and avy 
Departments, and it . is planned to hold the 
first sale on the deck of the Constitution 
which now lays at anchor in the Charlestown 
Navy Yard at Boston. ' 

The first day covers, Mr. Hannegan said, 
will be cancelled on board the Constitution. 

The Constitution stamp will be on sale at 
the Philatelic Agency of the Post Office De­
partment in Washington on October 22, and 
it will be available at post offices throughout 
the country on the same day or as soon there­
after as distribution will permit. The Phila­
telic Agency does not service first day covers. 

October 2r , 1947. 

Address of the Honorable Joseph J. 
Lawler, Third Assistant Postmaster 

. General, at ceremonies in connection with 
the first-day sale of the new C onstitu­
tion commemorative postage stamp, I I: I5 

a. m:, Tuesday, October 2I, at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston, Mass. 

This is , indeed, an historic occasion, one in 
which I, representing the Postmaster General, 
feel greatly honored to have a part. 

These ceremonies which \n are holding 
here this morning on the deck of this famous 
old fightin g ship in Boston Harbor constitute 
far more than a simple first-day stamp sale. 
They are of particular import and signifi­
cance in these days of unrest and distrust 
throughout the world. 

For, Mr. Secretary (James J. Forrestal, 
Secretary of Navy), in presenting you with 
the first sheet of this new three-cent USS 
Constitution commemorative postage stamp 
we are honoring not only "Old Ironsides," 
but of much deeper significance, we are re-
44 
affirming our faith in the Constitution of the 
United States and all that it represents. 

It is my fond hope and belief, that this new 
postage stamp, which in the months ahead, 
will be seen and used by millions of Ameri­
cans, will serve not only to commemorate one 
of America's greatest fighting ships of a ~y­
gone era, but in the larger sense it will give 
visible and tangible re-emphasis to that his­
toric charter of a ·free people upon which this 
nation was founded and made great. 

Today, as we witness the headlong clash of 
foreign ideologies and alien doctrines in Eur­
ope and Asia, as we contemplate the suffer­
ing and privation of a starving Europe, one 
cannot help to pause and ponder that had 
some of our less fortunate world neigh­
bors been p;ovided with a similar charter 
many years ago, they would not find them­
selves deprived of their individual moral 
freedom. 

The cancerous growth of foreign doctrines 
and isms which has brought chaos and ruin 
to millions of people in Europe and Asia, 
could never have taken root had not the 
liberties and freedoms of millions of civilized 
beings been taken from them without the pro­
tection of a charter such ~s our own Consti­
tution. 

That is why in this era of privation and 
suffering on -a scale unprecedented in all his­
tory the Postmaster General was particu­
larly pleased to authorize the issuance of this 
Constitution stamp as a fitting symbol of a 
free America. 

While this new postage stamp, having as its 
central motif a line drawing of " Old Iron­
sides" is being offered to the public for the 
first time here in the cradle of liberty today, 
general sale will follow within the next few 
days or as soon thereafter as it is physically 
possible to provide the new stamp to every 
one of our some 42,000 post offices in every 
community in the land. 

Already, there are advance indications that 
we shall have a record sale of this new Con­
stitution stamp. 

The Post Office Department has directed 
the requisitioning of 100,000,000 of these 
stamps from the government's Bureau of En­
graving and Printing, and I feel certain that 
the acceptance of this new issue will be of 
such proportion that we shall have to increase 
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this order within the not too distant future. 
We chose, appropriately enough , Boston as 

th e site of the first-day sale of this stamp, 
because it was right here at the historic 
Charlestown Navy Yard that "Old Ironsides" 
was launched 150 years ago tod ay. It was 
from this great North Atlantic port that she 
sailed to undying fame and glory as one of the 
nation's greatest fighting ships in a period 
when th e supremacy of individual ships was 
tantamount to command of the seas. 

In closing, I want to reiterate that we in 
th e P ost Office Department are proud to 
have a part in commemorating "Old Iron­
sides" with a special postage stamp, and in 
having this means of visibly re affirming the 
faith of the nation in th at great doctrine of 
free America, the U nited Statt;s Constitution. 

O ctober 30, ·1947. 

The Postmaster General also announced 
that first day sales of the new 3-cent Consti­
tution stamp in Boston on October 21 
amounted to $141,000. This figure repre­
sents 4,700,000 individual stamps and includes 
683 ,+16 first-day covers cancell ed in Boston 
on that date. 

Everglades National Park 

October 13, 1947. 

Postmaster General Robert E. Hannegan 
today approved the issuance of a 3-cent com­
memorative postage stamp honoring the Ever­
glades National Park in Florida. 

The stamp will be issued , the Postmaster 
General said , on the occasion of the dedica­
tion of the Park, and will be placed on sale 
to the general public, some time during the 
month of December, 1947. 

A description of the design and informa­
tion concerning the place of the first day sale 
will be anno.unced by the Post Office Depart­
ment at a later date. 
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October 30, 194{· 

Postm aster General Robert E. Hannegan 
announced l ast night that th e new 3-cent 
Everglades National P ark commemorative 
postage stamp will be placed on sale for the 
first time at F lorida C ity, F lorida, on D ecem­
ber 5, 1947. 

The new stamp will be 0.84 by I -44 inches 
in dimensions arranged vertically. Its cen­
tral design will comprise an ou tline map of the 
State of Florida showing the Everglades Na­
tional Park area thereon. 

In the foreground and partly covering the 
map will be a great w hite heron, below which 
w ill appear a dark panel with the lettering 
"United States P ostage" in white Gothic. 
Arranged at the top of th e stamp in two 
lines will be the wording "Everglades Na­
tional Park" in white R oman, beneath wh ich 
will appear the denomination "3c" 111 the 
same style. 

The color of the new stamp will be an­
nounced later. 

November 4, 1947. 

The Post Office Department announced 
today that stamp collectors desirous of obtain­
ing first-day cancellations of the new 3-cent 
Everglades National Park commemorative 
postage stamp may send not 111 excess of IO 
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addressed envelopes accompanied with cash 
or money order remittance for the stamps to 
be affixed to the Postmaster at Florida City, 
Florida. 

It is at this office that th e first day sale of 
the new Everglades stamp will be held on 
December 5, 1947. 

The covering envelope addressed to the 
Postmaster should be indorsed "First Day 
Covers, Everglades Stamp," and collectors 
are reminded that inasmuch as the new stamp 
is a vertical one, extreme care should be exer­
cised in addressing the covers to see th at 
sufficient space is left for the affixing of the 
stamps in the proper position. 

The Everglades stamp will be issued in 
sheets of 50, and will be on sale at the Phila­
telic Agency, Washington 25, D. C. on De­
cember 6 and at other post offices throughout 
the country as soon after December 5 as dis­
tribution will permit. The Phil atelic Agency 
does not serv ice first-day cove rs. 

November 7, 1947· 

The Philatelic Agency in the Post Office 
Department Building will not be open for 
business on Saturday, December 6. 

The 3-cent Everglades ational Park 
commemorative postage stamp will be avail­
able at the Agency on Monday, December 8, 
and not on December 6 as previously an­
nounced. 

November 13, 1947· 

The Post Office Department also an­
nounced today that the New Everglades Na­
tional Park commemorative 3-cent postage 
stamp which will be placed on sale for the 
first time at Florida City, Florida, on Decem­
ber 5, will be green in color. 

December 5, 1947· 

Address of the Honorable Jos eph ]. 
Lawler, Thi1·rl Assistant Postmaster 
G eneral, in connection with the first­
day sale of the Everglades stamp. 

I have attended many first-day sale stamp 
ceremonies in various parts of the nation in 
the past, but never before can I recall one 
that gave me more pleasure than partici­
pating in this ceremony here in Florida City. 

Postage stamps of themselves are nothing 
more than tiny pieces of adhesive paper, but 
in the larger sense they are one of the most 
potent of all good will instrumentalities. For 
this reason this new Everglades commemora­
tive postage stamp will carry the message of 
Florida, and particularly the Everglades Na­
tion al Park, to every corner of the United 
States and to points throughout the world. 

Tomorrow you are to be honored by the 
presence of our great President Harry Tru­
man at the dedication ceremonies of this lat­
est of our national playgrounds, and we in 
the Post Office Department felt that it was 
only appropriate that our first-day sale pre­
cede by a day the President's visit in order 
th a t the new Everglades stamp actually be in 
circulation during the course of the Chief 
Executive's visit to Florida. 

Back in 1934 the Post Office Department 
issued a ·series of IO rational Park commem­
orative stamps, and I have been informed by 

J ational Park and Interior Department offi­
cials that the e played a major role in fur­
thering the popularity of the parks they hon­
ored. 

I am of the opinion that the Everglades 
Nation al Park will become one of our most 
frequented national play areas. Here you 
have a domain of scenic beauty comprising an 
area of 2,500 square miles, making this park 
twice the size of the State of Rhode I sland. 

While the Everglades N :ttional Park is not 
as well known as some of our other recrea­
tional domains, I feel certain that this Ever­
glades commemorative postage stamp will 
carry the message of this park to recreation 
seeking Americans in every state in the Union, 
and that in the years to come its vast expanses 
will echo to the shouts and the laughter of 
joy seeking Americans. 

Before closing I must say th at I hope that 
I will have the opportunity in some future 
date to come and visit with you and spend an 
extended period here in the Everglades. 
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To you, Governor Caldwell, to your own 
Postm as ter and to all others w ho have as­
sisted in carrying out th is program in such a 
highly successfu l manner, I extend the con­
gra tul ations of the Postmaster General and 
th e entire Postal Service. 

Dece mber l l , 1947· 

It was also announced by the Post Office 
D epartment th at first-day sales of the 3-cent 
Everglades National Park stamp at Florida 
City, Fla. , on D ecember 5, 1947, totalled 
$24,075.00. This represents 802,500 stamps 
sold and includes 466,647 first-day cove rs can-
celed. · 

Carver Commemorative 

October 14, 1947· 

Postm aster General Robert E. Hannegan 
ann ounced today th at th e 3-cent postage 
stamp, purple in color, to be issued in honor of 
Dr. George Washington Carver, renowned 
American negro educator and scientist, w ill 
be placed on sale for the first time on Carver 
Day, January 5, 1948, at Tuskegee Institute, 
Ala. 

Born on a farm near Diamond Grove, Mo., 
in 1864, Dr. Carver lived there until he was 
about IO years old. He went through high 
school at Minneapol is, Kans. He attended 
Iowa State College, receiving the degree of 
Bachelor of Science in agriculture in 1894 
and his M.S. degree in 1896. Dr. Carver was 
elected to the Iowa State College facu lty, 
where he devoted hi s stud ies to bacterial lab­
oratory work in systematic botany. 
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It was at Tuskegee Institute, with which 
Dr. Carver became associated in 1896 as 
D irector of the Department of Agricultural 
Research , th a t he gained world-wide fame in 
the field of science and education. His ex­
periments with ag ricultural products, es­
pecially th e peanut and sweet potato from 
which he derived more than 400 substances, 
contributed greatly to the economic advance­
ment of the South. 

Dr. Carver was elected a member of the 
Roy al Society of Arts in London in 1917. In 
1923 he was awarded the Spingarn med al, 
which is bestowed annually for the highest 
and nobles t achi evement by an American 
negro . In 1928, Simpson College at India­
nola, Iowa, conferred upon him the honorary 
degree of D octor of Science in recognition of 
his contributions in th e field of agricultural 
research. 

On August l , 1935, Dr. Carver was ap­
pointed as a coll abo rator in the Bureau of 
Plant Industry of th e U nited States D epa rt­
ment of Agriculture. 

Dr. Carver was th e recipient of th e Hu­
manitarian Award of th e Variety Clubs of 
America in 1940. 

H e developed for the l ate H enry Ford a 
formula for synth etic rubber. H e also gave 
to the medical profession a formula for the 
treatment of infantile paralysis. 

Dr. Carver died at Tuskegee, Ala., on J an­
uary 5, 1943· 

The stamp, 0.85 by 0.98 inches, wi ll be the 
same size as th e Famous American series 
issued in 1940. The portrait of Dr. Carver 
appears in the upper part of th e stamp in a 
square panel wi th a dark background, bor­
dered at the top and sid es in a frame of lighter 
shade. Below the portrait in a conventional 
ribbon is the word ing "Dr. George Washing­
ton Carver" in solid Gothic. Below this on a 
shaded background is the wording "United 
States Postage" in modified white Roman, ar­
ranged in three lines. The numeral "3c" is 
located in a solid shield on the right side of 
the lower panel. On the left side of the panel 
is a similar shield upon which is superimposed 
a chemist 's retort or crucible. The stamp will 
be issued in shee ts of 70 and an initial print­
in g of 60,000,000 stamps has been ordered. 

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancella­
(continued on page 62) 
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Calendar 
of 

Current 
Philately 

Colle~tors Club 

January 7th: International Stamp Club of Brooklyn 

By Edwin E. Elkins 

January 14th: Collectors Club Annual Meeting 

Election of Board of Governors 

January 21st: Indian Native States 
By Winthrop Boggs and Harr ison Haverbeck 

February 4th: Liberia Night 

By Franklin R. Bruns , Jr . 

February 18th: Austria Night 

By Edwin Mueller 

March 3rd: "Information Please" 
With Theodore Steinway, Winthrop Boggs , 

Ernest Kehr , Sidney Barre tt, Ell iott Perry 

March 17th: Censorship 

By W . A Edgar 

April 7th: "The Birth of the Blacks & Blues" 

By Robson Lowe 
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Study 

Aero Philatelists Inc. 
January 8 & 22 
February 12 & 26 
March 11 & 25 

American Stamp Dealers Assn . 
January 26 
February 23 
March 29 

Australasian Croup 
January 29 
February 26 
March 25 

Booklet Pane Society 
January 13 
February l 0 
March 9 

British - North American 
Philatelic Society 

January 6 
February 3 
March 2 

China Stamp Society 
January 29 
February 26 
March 25 

Essa·y Proof Society 
January 14 
February l l 
March l 0 

fr;ince & Colonies Croup 
January l 
February 5 
March 4 

Hellenic Phi ratelic Society 
January l 
February 5 
March 4 

Masonic Stamp Club 
January 2 & 30 
February 6 & 27 
March 5 & 26 

Souvenir Issues Assn . 
January 26 
February 23 
March 22 

Russian - American 
Philatelic Society 

January 14 
February 11 
March l 0 

Precancel Stamp Society 
January l & 15 
February 5 & 19 
Ma rch 4 & 18 

Scandinavian Collectors Club ' 
January 14 
February 11 
March l 0 

Netherlands & Colonies Philatelists 
January 19 
February 16 
March 15 
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The 

Collectors Club 
I nc. 

2 2 E ast 35th Street 

New York 16, New York 

Officers 

H ANS G . ZERVAS 

President 

ROBERT L. GRAHAM J R. 

Vice President 

FRANKLIN R . B RUNS J R. 

Secretary 

EDWIN E. ELKINS 

Treasurer 

Governors 

R ICHARD S . B OHN 

J OH T B OWKER 

J OHN J. BRITT 

FRANKLIN R. B RUNS J R. 

D R. GEORG E (AMNITZER 

ARTH UR w. D EAS 

GEORGE R . M . EWING 

JA CO B S. GLASER 

R OBERT L. GRAHAM J R. 

J OHN H. H ALL 

H ARRISON D. H AVERBECK 

MALCOLM J OHNSON 

EDWIN E. ELKINS CHESTER SMELTZER 

HANS G . ZERVAS 

Trustees 
EDWIN E. ELKINS J OHN H . H ALL 

R OBERT L. GRAHAM J R. 
(As of December, 19+7) 
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LIBERIA 
History of 194 7 Harbor Issues 

Commercial development commemorated by 

two sets of stamps designed and printed 

by E. A. Wright Bank Note Co., Philadelphia. 

By FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR. 
THE Liberian Roosevelt set ( C. C. P., Vol. 
24, No. 4, Pages I 43-145) was the end of one 
era, or almost the end of one, and the spring­
board for another. It was the last regular 
set to make its appearance under the aegis of 
Postmaster General Phillips. 

Precedi ng, and following the Roosevelt 
issue, were the various "emergency" sur­
charges of which the full story is yet to be 
written . Gordon Harmer, editor of Scott's 
Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, has a 
partial listing of both the postage and air 
mail stamps in his book, but it is far from 
complete. 

Data are known to have been made avail­
able to Scott Publications, Inc. from various 
sources, but apparently even that will have to 
await the 1949 edition despite the quantities 
of postage and air mail surcharges used on 
legitimate commercial mail. 

This phase of Liberian postal history is , 
truthfully, somewhat clouded. The full de­
tails were promised to the Liberian Philatelic 
Agency in 1945 and 1946, but, for some rea­
sons which can only be surmised, none were 
forthcoming . 

Sanabria's Airpost Catalogue, in treating 
the surcharged air mails, is more compre­
hensive, but is still far from being accurate. 

These surcharges, representing an interest­
ing field of study, are dropped from their 
rightful place in the study of Liberian phi­
lately, pending clarification of several details. 

It is hoped the official decrees desired by 
Gordon Harmer, edi tor of the Scott cata-
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logues, will be available early in 1948, to 
prove their ac tual postal authority and use. 

1947 Harbor Issue 

One of the great needs for Liberi a's devel­
opment has always been a good harbor. At 
Monrovia, the capital, ships were forced to 
discharge their cargoes via tender. It was 
natural, therefo re, that stamp-minded Walter 
F. Walker , Secretary of Public Works and 
Utilities, should foster a set of two stamps 
to mark the inauguration of this very im­
portant project. 

Postmaster. General James T. Phillips, in 
the early summer of 1946, authorized the 
preparation of special 5-cent and 24-cent 
stamps, the latter an air mail, to mark the 
inauguration of the harbor project by Presi­
dent William V. S. Tubman. 

Two designs were proposed: one showed a 
close-up of the President at the controls of 
a large derrick; the other was a composite of 
two photographs showing the large derrick 
dumping the first load of rocks on the beach 
at Monrovia. The latter was selected as the 
more desirable. 

Since the American Bank Note Co. would 
not accept orders calling for delivery of the 
finished stamps in less than a year, the order 
was placed with the E. A. Wright B ank Note 
Co. of Philadelphia. 

On May 20, 1946, the printer submitted 
the original wash drawing of the design 
showing a small cluster of Liberians watch-
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When the Liberian government decided to issue a set of stamps to ma rk the 
inauguration of the important harbor project, a group of photographs of the 
opening ceremonies were considered , and two selected, from which a composite 
was made. In one photograph, the crane operated by President Tubman held 
a load of fill rock low off the beach. In another, the truck was tilted and 
the first load dumped . By super-imposing the second on the first , the crane, 
truck and load were depicted, and some of the spectators were omitted for 
clarity, as shown in the enlargement (be low ) - the actual artists ' wash draw­
ing from which the engraver worked . 

-• 

R PRO.JECT MONROVIA 
FEB. 16,1946 
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The fi rst des ign submitted by 
the printing firm showed no 
commemorative date at upper 
right, and had a small load of 
rock and seve ral spectators at 
lower ri ght. The second sketch 
submitted showed more rock, no 
spectators and, as ye t , no date. 
ing th e operation at the right of th e center 
vignette; the inscr iption across th e top lacked 
th e date, "Feb. 16, 1946." Th is des ign was 
altered to eliminate th e spectators at the 
·extreme right. A modified design was fo r­
warded by the E. A. Wright Bank Note Co. 
on J une 18, and was accepted only w ith the 
stipul ation th at th e date be inser ted at the 
top in a second line. 

Authority to proceed w ith th e production 
-0f the stamps was sent to Ph iladelphi a on 
July l , 1946, th e order calling for l 50,000 of 
the 5-cent post age value, printed in blue, and 
20,000 of th e 24-cent air mail, printed in tu r­
quoise. Printing was in sheets of 25 w ith 
some selvedge on each sid e. 

By August 13 engraving had progressed to 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST 
such an extent th at proofs were submitted in 
the ordered color s. T hese proofs , unl ike 
specimens submitted by some companies, we re 
fully pe r fo r ated and on gummed st amp paper . 
T wo sets were fo rwarded in all, mounted in a 
sheet of fol der glass ine w ith office st aples at 
each side to make pockets. 

Author ity to proceed w ith pr inting was sent 
to th e E. A. W right Bank Note Co. on Aug­
ust 14, and shipment fo llowed September 12, 
1946. O nly one copy of th e 5-cent post age 
value is known to exist over printed "SPECI­
MEN" in r ed di agonally across th e st amp. 

I ssu ance, orig in ally pl;mned for September, 
was delayed by th e r eshuffling of th e P ost­
mas ter General's office, and oth er govern­
mental posts. F inally, on J anu ary 2, 1947 , 
The actual stamps as issued (above) show 
the add ition of the da te " Feb . 16, 1946"; 
(right ) a reproduction of the decree . 

Rf PUBUC Of UBER~ 

P~T OFFICE DEPARTMENT 
(POSTS & TELEGRAPHS) 

MONROVIA. 

POSTAL NOTICE No. 7, 1946 
"HARBOUR PROJECT STAMPS" 

The Public is hereby notified that a special series of two 

Liberian Postage and Airmail Stamps will be placed on sale 

at the Monrovia Post Office •nd the Liberian Philatelic 

Agency, 25, Beave.r Street, New York, U. S. A , January 2. 

1947. 

The series will include a 5-cent Postage and 24-cent 

Airmail denominations. 

The stamps are in a single design .pi• turing His Excel­

lency President Tubman dumpine the first load of rocks for the 

Harbo•r project in Monrovia. Februa1y 16, 1946. 

lasued this 20th day of 
December A . D 1946. 

Note Sic Brownell, 
Acting Postmaster General of Liberia 
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,

the stamps were placed on sale simultaneously 
in Liberia and at the Liberian Philatelic 
Agency in New York. Special first day 
covers were provided. 

1947 Harbor Re-Engraved Issue 

On February 1, 1947, even before the two 
Harbor stamps made their appearances, N ete 
Sie Brownell, as Acting Postmaster General 
replacing Postmaster General James T. Phil­
lips, authorized the reduction of air mai l post­
age (foreign) from 70 cents per half-ounce 
to 25 cents ·per half-ounce, such a change to 
go into effect March r. 

This change was made in Order o. l, 

19+7, and reads: 

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 
PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

PosT & TELEGRAPHS 
MONROVIA 

PosT OFFICE ORDER 
No. 1, 1947 

Reductions m Air Mail Rates 
54 
"Effective March l, 1947, the rate of post­
age on foreign air mail will be reduced from 
70 cents to 25 cents per half-ounce." 

To meet this condition, since air mail is 
widely used by those in and out of that coun­
try, it was decided to revise the 24-cent by 
changing the value, eliminating the commem­
orative inscription and date, changing the 
24-cent air mail to 25-cent air mail. 

Since the designs were almost identical with 
 the original Harbor stamps, it was only neces­

sary to show trial color proofs of the accepted 
design. In the case of the 25-cent value, two 
sets of proofs were submitted. It was also 
decided to re-issue the 5-cent postage value 
w ithout the commemorative date. 

The imperforate proofs of the 5-cent value 
were printed in a reddish shade, and a purple. 

In the case of the air mails, imperforate 
proofs were submitted in green and orange. 
Only two sets of each color tr ial are known 
to exist. 

Special first-day covers fi nally arrived here 
during June. Each had a special post office 
imprint in the upper left. 

(continued on page 61) 
POST OFFICE DEPRTMENT 

<POSTS 8 )UEGRAPHS1 
Monrovia. 

POSTAL NOTICE No. 2. 

"RE-ENGRAVED" HARBOUR STAMPS. 

The Public is hereby notified that a special serirs of 

the Harbour Project Stamp - .. Re-engraved.'" will be on 

sale at the Monrovia Post Office and the Liberian 

Philatelic Agency, 25 Beaver Street. New York, U· S. A. 

on and alter the 16th day of May. 194 7. 

The Series consist of 5-cent ordinary Postage and 

25-cent Airmail, 

Issued thts I 2th day 
of May AD. 1947. 

Nete Sic Brownell, 
POSTMASTER GENERAL OF LIBERIA 

Revised stamps, as issued, show the elimination of the commemorative inscription 
across t he top of each stamp, and the change of the Air Mail stamp from 24 cents 
to 25 cents. Decree which authorized these stamps is shown ( reduced) at right. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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Artists' wash drawings were submitted for the Pioneer Monument issue. The 
three projected values are shown above, while the eight original sketches 
are shown below, marked in order of their popularity with high Liberian 
off ici.::l s . Nos. l , 2 and 3 (b l were accepted. The project was abandoned. 

©(a ) (j) 

(}) 

,.oru-. .. .. "">"- '\l.. ~• ""t. "'1"'" 
... l\vi._, , ,,,,~...,r.>..~ .• ,..,~ 

P• r ,t1n Ml>"'\ • ,.~...,....,.......,. 

,...,,.,:- .. , • ...... ;.Nl' (J.,;.,, 

,.. .......... , .. ,,, .... , 
• Nl-""'< '- H ... ~f" '"'•~•"-' 

I 
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MEXICO 
Its Districts and Stamps 

Description of var ious sub-off ices 

which received stamps from Chalco ; 

numerous var iet ies and errors li sted . 

By ABRAHAM 0DFJELL 
CHALCO. On the marshes of Lake Chalco 
lies th e town of th a t name, with its ancient 
history founded on th e residence of Indian 
princes. After the conqu e t Chalco became 
what it is today-small and un important. The 
w hole district is rich in cereals and other 
agricu ltural products . The town is only 38 
km. from the City of Mexico, and sever al 
canals lead to the capital. Along th ese canals 
the natives bring their products, th ei r fruits 
and Rowe rs to the markets. There is a pic­
turesq ue church in the town, and sever al large 
haciend as. The town has 2,500 inhabitants, 
and a cold climate. 

Chalco had l 5 sub-offices, most of which 
we re under neighboring offices, in various 
periods. The sub-districts and the years 
und er which they received th eir st amps from 
Chalco, w ere: 

Am ecameca-1861 and 1864 issues 
Ayotla-1 861 and 1864 issues 
Cuautla-186r and 1864 issues (Under Mor­

-elos before 1861) 
Ozumba-1861 
P apalotl a, Tepetlaoxtoc, Texcoco-(Under 

Chalco from 1856 to 1859, and later Tex­
coco, w hich was a principal office from 
1859) 

Tlayacapan-1861 and 1864 issues 
Tlatm analco-1861, 1864 and 1866 issues 
Tlaltizapan-(Under Chalco for a short time, 

I 857, later under Cuernavaca) 
T otolopan- 186r issue 
Xoncatepec-1866 issue 
56 
Yau tepee-I 86 I, l 86+ and I 866 issues 
AMECAMECA is a large village which one 

passes on th e way from Chalco to the two 
famous volcanos of P opocatepetl and Ixt­
laci hu atl. From th e village one has one of 
th e most picturesque views of th ese mountain 
giants. Amecameca is pretty. A church and 
a tow n-hall face th e plaza, which is situ ated 
amongst small hou ses, and in and between 
the streets run streams of clear crystal water. 
Ameca means river, metl- magney and can 
place, so Amecameca is Indi an for "The place 
(of th e) Magney River." 

AYOTLA on L ake Chalco is a village of 
abou t 900 inhabitants. The natives live by 
th eir fishing. Ayotla is Indi an for a turtle 
and a pumpkin. 

CuAUTLA, some-tim e capi tal of the state of 
Morelos, is a town of 4,500 inh abitants. It is 
an important town, well known from the W ar 
of Independ ence in 1812, wherein serious 
fighting took place. The district has several 
la rge suga r plantations. 

T Excoco is a la rge district on the same lake, 
north of Chalco. The soil is fertile, but the cli­
mate i cold. It is 40 km. from th e capital, and 
it has l ,500 inhabitants. It is a very attrac­
tive village, rich in history, and was the old 
capita l of Acolhuacan. Here stands a monu­
ment to the poet-king Netzahualcoyotl, fam­
ous as a warrior, ph ilosopher and poet in the 
15th century. Texcoco has numerous ruins of 
t~mp l es and pyramid s. The famous baths of 
Netzahualcoyotl a re nearby at the foot of the 
T excotcingo mountain. There are also ruins 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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TABLE NO. 1 
1h r. l r. 2 r. 4 r. 8 r. 

1856 Invoice No. 11 12,300 11 ,400 2 ,220 300 840 
1861 Invoice No . 56 2,400 800 

14,700 12,200 2 ,220 300 840 
Returned 3,585 3,408 100 145 235 

11, 115 8 ,792 2,120 155 605 

Chalco overprint is 12 x 2 mm. 
1861 Invoice No. 122 1,230 1,266 I l ,110 300 560 
1862 Invoice No. 31 200 

No. 55 600 800 
No. 102 120 200 190 60 
No . 140 480 800 950 120 
No . 143 400 1,200 300 100 

1863 Invoice No . 13 400 190 
No. 32 2,000 
No. 77 570 60 60 

1864 Invoice No. 55 3 ,000 
2,830 9,866 3,310 640 620 

Returned 102 2,798 357 116 421 
2,728 7,068 2,953 524 199 

Both first issues have forged postmarks: Morelos, Cuautla , Yautepec. 

Overprint is l 2 x 2 mm. 

Eagles 
1h r. 1 ... .., 4 r. 8 r. L r . 

1864 Invoice No. 78 
name only 337 1,591 1,015 124 4 

Invoice No. l 57 
large figures 1,500 1,500 

1865 Invoice No. 12 1,500 500 
No. 113 2,000 
No. 195 3,000 
No.' 209 2 ,000 

1866 Invoice No . 76 2,500 

Chalco overprint is 13 x 2 mm. Chalco's stamps have sub-office numbers. 

Maximillians 
7 c. 13 c. 25 c. 50 c. 

l 866 Invoice No. 23 140 350 700 
No . 37 500 
No. 59 305 1,050 
No. 69 2 ,450 1,053 
No. 98 630 
No. 129 1,000 

Overprint is 13 x 2 mm. 

No. 98, 25c ., with Mexico overprint is an error. 

No. 129, l 3c., is found with double overprint. 

Chalco has sub-office numbers on these issues. 
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·1EXICO-'-- !TS DISTRICTS AND STAMPS 
of palaces of kings and "The Unknown God 
of Fate" temple, of which no details exist. 

TEPETLAOXTOC is situ ated IO km. northeas t 
of T excoco. The di strict has about s,ooo in­
habitants and is rich in M agney plantations. 

O zuM BA is a village of 3,000 inhabitants, 
with plains which yield rich cereals. 

PAPALOTLA is 6 km. northwest of Texcoco, 
and has 1 ,ooo inhabitants. 

TLATMANALCO is J 2 km. so utheast of 
Chalco, with 4,800 inh abitants in its district . 
It is located amid interesting ruins. 

TLALTI ZAPAN is on th e west bank of th e 
Y autepec river. The district has 2,200 inhab­
itants, and is 20 km. south of Yautepec. 

TLAYACAPAN- its old Mayan name was 
Tlah acap an-is a distric t of 2,soo inhabi­
t ants and is known for its bad luck, such as a 
lack of water and poor communications, thus 
causing its natives to move to oth er neigh­
boring districts. 

ToTOLAPA N is anoth er district h a rd hit by 
nature, and has 3,soo inh abi tants. 

YA UTEPEC is in a mounta inous but fertile 
district- rich in sugar and maize-and is situ­
ated at the foot of th e San Juan mounta in. 
The district has more th an s,ooo inh abitants. 

Chalco received th e consignments shown in 
T able To. r. 

1867. Chalco rece ived so me Mexico goth ­
ics, \\·hich were given a C halco overprint and 
rr Cuautla overprint, but only a few are 
known to be genuine. 

1868. Chalco had non e of this iss ue, since 
the district was th en und e r Mexico City. 
Therefore, stamps of thi s iss ue a re found with 
both Mexico and Chalco overprints. 

1872. District No. 6: 6c., 1 2c., 2 'iC., soc., 
and 1 ooc. The 6c. and 12c. a re imperforate; 
1878-12c. is imperforate; watermarked papel 
sellado; soc. and IOOc. a re not known 1m­
perforate; overprint is 10 x 1 y,( .mm. 

1874. District No. 6: sc., 10c., 25c., soc., 
and 10oc.; number and date wide apa rt ; 
Cossio says that in the fisca l yea r 187.J./ 187s 
th e following qu antities were so ld: 5c., 7 s6; 
IOC., 6,049; 2sc., 68; IOOC., SI; 1874-IOc. 
and 2sc., on thin , hard paper ; 25c. with error 
Toluca overprint; 1875-roc.; overprint on 
58 
IOc. is 13 mm.; 1877-overprint on 25c. exists 
with sans se rif characters; 25c. h as vertically 
laid paper and wide horizontally laid paper; 
25c. without name; overprint is IO x r ;Y4 mm. 

I 878. 4c., sc., I oc., 2sc., soc., IOOC. ; black 
overprint is 10 x 2 mm. on !Oc. and 2sc. ; -oc. 
with Tobasco overprint error; 1879-1oc., 
2sc. and IOOc.; 1880-1oc. and 2-c.; verti ­
cally laid paper, 1882-sc., roe. and 2sc.; 
1883-5c. and 10c.; blue overp rint 10 x 2 mm., 
1879-1oc.; 1881- 1oc. and 2sc. ; sc. has 
vertically laid pape r ; 10oc. has double ove r­
print and vertically la id paper ; 1882-sc. and 
2sc.; verticall y la id paper, 1879- 1oc. and 
10oc. ; bl ack overprint , 13 x I ;Y4 mm., 2sc.; 
vertically laid pape r , roe.; soft thin paper, 
1880-1oc. and 2sc.; 1881-1oc. ; 1882-1oc. ; 
1883-5c. and r e.; double overprint, 10c.; 
blue overprint, 1879-1oc. ; J 881--c. and 
IOOc.; thin paper, 1882-sc.; 1883-5c.; no 
overprint, 1881-4c. and 5c. ; 1882-4c. and 
25c. ; 1883-sc., 10c., 25c., and 1 ooc. ; e rror 
46 for 41 , IOC. 

Accordin g to Chapman, in th e year ending 
Jun e, 1882, the followin g qu ant1t1es of 
stamps were sold: sc., I ,3S3; IOC., 11 ,770; 
2SC., 3,037; SOC., 84; IOOC., 133 . 

Cossio says the number of stamps sold in 
Dist rict r\ o. 6 for foreign use in the period 
1879-82 was as follows: 1c., 46; 2c., 80; 
sc., 87s; IOC., 731; 2sc., 16; soc., II; IOOC., 
9; no name , 1879-2c., soc., and 8-c.; black 
overprin t, 10 x 1 Yz mm., 1880-5c.; double 
blue ove rpri nt , 10 x 1.Yz mm ., error r for 41 , 
188 1- 1oc. ; no name, IOc. ; no name, 1882-
IOOc.; blue ove rprint, IO x 1,0 mm., 2c.; add i­
tional values: 1 882-2c~ ; 1883-12c. 

Cossio says th a t Chalco's st amps are among 
th e rarest, due to its position near to th e capi­
tal, and because its population consisted pri­
marily of \\'orkers in the haciend as. Cossio 
also lists an e rror , 21 for 41 , but neither year 
nor value i stated. 

In 1881 a \\'eekly co rrespondence was 
opened bet \\' een C uautla and Mineral de 
Hu autlo. 

L ocals-1867 : 1 real black on white, hand­
stamped in Cuautla ( Chalco, two copies a re 
known. See Chapman's ar ticle in London 
Philat elist.) 

(To B E CONTINUED) 
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IT'S PERFECTLY CLEAR 
e FULL VISIBILITY 

Really Handsome 
e PERFECT PROTECTION 

Will Last for Years 
PERFECTLY-CLEAR MINT SHEET ALBUM: 

Attractive, well-constructed leatherette binder with 
50 perfectly clear cellulose acetate pages, double­
pocketed so that 100 sheets may be inserted. Each 
double page has heavy black insert to bring out 
the full beau.ty of your stamps. I 2 0 x I I 0 
inches, complete with slip-case (Weight 6 lbs . ) ____ $13. 75 

LIBRARY STOCK BOOK: Bound in rich simulated 
leather with I 5 black pages containing perfectly 
clear pockets on each side equivalent to thirty 

•pages. Five pages are specially designed ·for 
blocks . Glassine interleaving separate each page. 
11 ,0 x 1074 inches . (Weight 4 lbs.) ---------------- $13.98 

CABINET STOCK BOOK: Bound in rich simulated 
leather with 20 black pages each with six perfectly 
clear pockets. Glassine interleaving separate 
each page. II 0 x 9 }'2 inches. (Weight 4 lbs.) $10.98 

COVER-ALL STOCK BOOK: 20 black pages, each 
with 5 perfectly-clear pockets and a cover-all flap 
that protects stamps from slipping out, finger 
marks and handling. Bound in simulated leather 
5 }'2 x 9 74 inches . (Weight 3 lbs.) ____ ---------- _____ $7.50 
" 7rite, phone or come in and learn how to protect stamps the 

PERFECTLY CLEAR WAY 

GIMBELS 
fVorld' s Larges t Starnp D epartments 

33rd and Broadway 
New York 1, N. Y. 

9th at Market Street 
Philadelphia 5 , Penna. 
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MOROCCO 
(continued from page 26) 

not 25. The second printing gave the red 
and vermilion stamps on white glazed paper, 
printed from a new transfer setting, but again 
in sheets of 24. Both were perforated 12. 

Stamps of the first printing are rare, and of 
the second exceedingly scarce. The second 
printing is known "printed both sides," and 
in pairs imperforate between. 

Most of the remaining stamps were de­
stroyed by fire in Marrakech shortly after 
M. Firbach's retirement. 

Moroccan Official Post (Page 99- 102) 

CHERJFIEN. From r892 to 1912 the h and­
stamped Maghzen franks were applied to let­
ters. They exist in both octagonal and cir­
cular form from all the offices. They can be 
found in black, blue, green, red , carmine, vio­
let or orange. From some offices, such as 
Fez, covers are fairly common, although rare 
in certain colors, and the circular hand­
stamps are always the scarcest. 

The adhesive stamps were in use in all 
6o 
Morocco until 1914, but continued in use at 
Tangier until 1919. 

The first printing of 1912 was from a stone 
of 50 subjects in two panes of 25 (5 x 5) and 
the transfers were set very close together, giv­
ing the stamps small margins, so small in fact, 
that the perforation usually cuts the design 
at one or more sides. It was probably this 
difficulty in making a satisfactory perforation 
that caused new stones to be prepared for the 
subsequent issues, with a wider setting and, 
in this case, the 2m. was printed from an 
altered or new die. Although it i generally 
agreed that the first printing from the new 
stones took place in Sept., I 912, the stamps 
do not seem to have come into general use 
until February, l 913, presumably as supplies 
of the first printing ran out. The e second 
stones were used to produce sheets of I 50 in 
six panes of 25 ( 5 x 5) . The first issue is 
on white paper, the second on toned paper. 

Imperforate between pairs are known of 
the 2m. of 1913. No. 2b was issued at Tan­
gier only. 

In November, 1913, a 0 -Mouzouna stamp 
was needed , and a rare provisional was made 
by surcharging the little-u ed 5om., in the 
deep violet gray shade of that year, "0.05." 
Regular Monthly Auction Sales 
I 

* 
Three Days' Sale Each Month 

(18 00 LOTS) 

Catalogue Free Upon Request. 

We provide every possible serv­
ice including appraisal, expertiz­
ing, and cash in advance. 

Lots will be carefully described. 

* 
BILLIG & RICH 

55 W. 42 STREET, HOOM 630-1 

NEW Y ORK 18, N. Y. 

Spccinlists & Experts for Foreign Stamps. 
Over 25 Years in Business. 

Phone PEnnsylvanla 6-7637 
CRYST AL- MOUNT S 

A beautiful , safe , inexpensive 

protecting mount for stamps, 

blocks and covers. Used by 

thousa nds of collectors . Made 

of sparkling crystal -t lear cel­

lulose acetate, approved for 

safety by U. S. Bureau of 

Standards. Trial-order " As­

sorted Package , 60c" from 

your favorite dealer , or send 

to us fo r free samples. 

CUTS and FOLDS TO 

FIT ALL SIZES 

D. E . H ARRIS & CO. 

8 Transit Building, Boston 17. Mass. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 



Apart fro m the imperforate st amps, which 
m ay well be from sheets sent in mist ake be­
fore perforating, color proofs on card a re 
known of the values in colors as follows : 
rm. g ray, 2m. brownish r ed, 5m. green, rom. 
vermilion , 25 m. blue, 5om. violet. 

Ten examples only of the a rtists' proofs 
of all six valu es ex ist, printed from th e die on 
small sheets of paper 176 x 120 mm. , and each 
c0ti secutively numbered from I to IO. 

U pdoubtedly th ese stamps call for more 
s tudy of printings and transfer varieties. 

It should be possible to find all the local 
st amps on cover in combin ation with st amps 
of oth er of the ext ra-t erritorial posts (on let­
te rs for overseas). The st amps of th e C heri­
fien posts a re · largely fo und w ith French 
stamps on letters from French troops, the 
French stam p, of co urse, pay ing th e overseas 
postage. M uch more r arely one finds them 
used wi th stamps of Gibraltar, used a t one of 
th e British consul a r agencies, or at Tangier 
and , of course, with stamps of th e British 
"Morocco Agencies." I have a number of 
such covers of various periods, addressed to 
France, E ngland and Germany, the three 
countries which had probably th e larges t tr ad ­
ing interests in Morocco. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
LIBERIA 
(continued from page 54 ) 

Accepted values in the set, which is sup­
posed to feature "Commerce & Industry," 
include th e 5-cent postage and the new 25-
cent air mail. 

The postage value was produced in purple, 
with an order of 200,000 copies, and the 25-
cent a ir mail in red, wi th an order of 50,000. 
Both values were exten sively used for com­
mercial mail from Liberi a. 

194 7 Pioneer Monument Issue 

Th e earliest settlement of th e pioneers was 
on Providence I sland on J anuary 7, 1822. 
From there they went to what is now the 
site of Monrovia. To mark this small 
island's place in Liberian history, a monu­
ment was to h ave been erected on Providence 
Island on the r25th anniversary and , appro­
priately enough, it was decid ed that a set of 
three stamps should be issued . 

B ased on a large but rough sketch of the 
Boston Auction Sales 
I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would re 

glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am ahrnys in the market for collections, U. S. or B. N. A., which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

D AN I EL F. KELLEH E R 
7 Water Street Room 404 Boston, Mass. 
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U.S. NEW ISSUES 
(continued from page 47 ) 

tions of this new stamp may send not in excess 
of IO add ressed envelopes, accompanied w ith 
remittance for the st amps to be affixed, to 
the P ostm as ter a t Tuskegee Institute, Ala., in 
time for servicing before J anu ary 5. The 
envelope add ressed to the P ostmaster should 
be indorsed "First D ay Covers, Carver 
Stamp." The stamp will be on sale at the 
Phil ate lic Agency, Washington 25, D. C., 
the next day and a t other post offices through­
out th e country as soon as distribution will 
permit. 

October JO, 1947. 

It was announced last night th a t th e de­
signer of the new 3-cent Dr. George Wash­
ington Carver stamp is William A. R oach, 
with the engravers be ing Edward R. Grove, 
portrait; James T. Vail , frame; lettering 
and numeral by J ames T. Vail and Axel W. 
Christensen. 
LIBERIA 
(continued from page 61 ) 

proposed monument, an artist of the E. A. 
Wrigh t Bank Note Co. prepared a group of 
eight sketches, or roughs, showing various 
frame treatments. These were shown to a 
number of individuals connected w ith , or 
interested in, Liber ia, and curiously enough 
all selected the same three designs ( 1, 2 and 
3A-See illustration), with a few also favor­
ing 3B. 

On th e strength of this feeling, the E. A. 
Wright B ank Note Co. proceeded to prepare 
three designs, for the 3-cent and 5-cent post­
age values, and 70-cent a ir m ail (which would 
have had to be changed to 25 cents). These 
wash drawings were very striking, and were 
on th e verge of being au th orized when a sud­
den change in govern ment plans called the 
whole thing off. 

Postmaster General N ete Sie Brownell, on 
February 10, 1947, wrote that the statue was 
not to be erected. There was some considera­
tion of a set of stamps showing Providence 
Isl and itself, but available sketches were so 
poor the whole idea was dropped. 
France and Colonies 
still the specialty of 

NASSAU STAMP COMPANY 

If you wish to be kept informed : 

If you want to bring your collection 
up to date 

If you would like to receive our 
occasional publications, lists, etc. : 

COMMUNICATE WITH US 

Our concern, keeping an up to 
date complete stock, is to serve the 
collector. 

NASSAU STAMP COMPANY 

~r~ RAOUL LESGOR ~~~ 
68 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y. 
WE WANT TO BUY 

B. N. A. 
We particularly need 20th 

Century Canada in blocks and 

sheets. Naturally collections 

worth from $5000.00 to $50,­

.000 .00 are most interesting, 

but we can use almost any­

thing in B. N . A. worth 50. 

or more. Please send, stat­

ing price. Prompt payment 

m Canadian or U . S. funds. 

l J. N. SISSONS 
204 Glenrose Ave., Toronto, Canada 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 



Francis Scott Key ; Cold in California 

November 21 , 1947. 

Postmaster General Robert E. Hannegan 
announced today that he has approved for 
issuance in 1948 two new commemorative 
postage stamps. 

These new stamps, Mr. Hannegan said, 
will honor Francis Scott Key, author of the 
National Anthem, and commemorate the 
1 ooth anniversary of the discovery of gold in 
California at a point near Coloma in that 
state. 

Further details , the Postm aster General 
added , relative to size, denomination, design, 
color and respective dates of first-day sale, 
will be announced later by the Post Office 
D epartment. 

5-Cent Air Mail Coil 

December l l, 1947. 

The Post Office Department announced to­
way that it is preparing to issue the current 
·-cent a ir mai l stamp (small size) in coils, 
horizon tally perforated. 

These will be released through the Wash-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST 
in gton, D . C. , Post Office on January l 5, 1948. 
Stamp coll ectors desiring first-day cancela­

tions of the 5-cent coil stamp on J anuary 15, 
1948, may send a limited number of add ressed 
envelopes, not in excess of IO, to the P ost­
master, Washington 13, D. C., with postal 
no te or money o rder remi ttance to cover the 
cost of the stamps to be affixed. Postage 
st amps and personal checks wi ll not be ac­
cepted in payment. Envelopes submitted 
shou ld be of ordinary letter size and each 
must be properly addressed. An enclosure of 
medium weight shou ld be placed in each en­
velope and the fl ap either sealed or tu rned in. 
An outside enve lope to the Postmaster should 
be endorsed "First Day Cove rs." Collectors 
should refrain from reques ting h and cancela­
t ions si nce covers wi ll be machine canceled as 
far as practicable. O rde rs for firs t-day 
covers must not include requests for uncan­
celed stamps. 

For the benefit of collectors, 5-cent coiled 
stamps (unselected) wi ll be available at the 
Ph il atelic Agency, Post Office Department, 
W ashin gton 25 , D. C., on J anu ary 15, 1948, 
and for a limited time th e re after, in any 
qu antity desired. 

(TO BE CONT INUED ) 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
SOMETIME ever y collector wants 
.._ so me special service. He wan ts to 

se 11 his collection for the best pos­
sible price; he wants to buy a g r eat 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps. 
not to be found in dealers' r egular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
abo ut his phlla telic affairs. Just such 
•revice is the sole function of J. C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
rnission, for collectors who wish to add 
to their collections or dispose of them 
in whole or in part. Collections for 
disposal are examined without cost 
<except postage) to the owner and 
commissions are charged only on com­
pleted transactions. lf "you want to buy 
or sell 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
\Subs idiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.) 

I West 47th St. , New York, N. Y. 
Philatelic & Document 

Photography 

* * * P h otographic Analysis 
Photo-1\ficrography 
Infra-Red Photography 
Ultra-Violet Photography 
Third Dimension 

* * * * * * Pictures of stamps for study and 
illustration. 

* * * Legible photographs made of old, 
fad ed, charred or burnt documen ts 
and manuscrip ts. 

* * * Obliterated and censored writing 
r evealed. 

* * * Evidence furnished of cleaning, 
repairing, a l tering or faking. 

* * * 
, Raymond D. l(ershner 
I Analytical Photog,raphy 

l 
1311 St. Vincent St., 

PHILADELPHIA 11, PA. 



THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE I 
PARTICULARS FREE 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMEr:.iT 

All business correspondence and the New Issue S ervice will 
be carried on at the fo llowing address until further notice: 

Y. Q., ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX Phone: Rotherfield I 5 3 

:lfy Strand Office is still open and a good stock and wide range of British and 
British Colon ials is available for filling in wants and missing varieties. 

Business As Reduced Staff --
R. ROBERTS 
PHONE-TEMPLE BAR 2888 

Usual in Spite of 

Dealer In Rare Stamps 
Importer of :!'lew Issu es 

430, STRAND, W. C. 2 
CABLES-cXSTAMPUS, LONDON 
1
• SPECIALTY • 
AUCT.IONS 

Monthly Sales 

* * * 
We Want Fine Material For 

Future Sales. 

* * * 
Specialties 

Essays Proofs Souvenir 
Issues. 

* * * 
Also A Superb Stock of 

Unusual I terns . 

F. R. Ferryman Stamps Inc. £ 
505 Fifth Avenu e, New York 17, N . Y. 
AUCTION SALES 
at the 

COLLECTORS CLUB Ii 

in New York 

• 
We will be happy to 

communicate with col­
lectors desiring _to take 
advantage of the pres­
ent high market. 

• 
Write for Catalogs to 

Laurence & Stryker 
7 East 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y. 
The CoHectoirs Club Philatelist 
Published Quarterly by THE COLLECTORS CLUB. 

FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR., Editor . 
]OHN G. ZERVAS, Managing Editor 

WALTER R. SCHUMANN, Advertising Director 
Office of Publication , 104 Academy Ave., Federalsburg, Md . 

Editorial and Executive Offices, 22 East 35 th Street, New York, N. Y. 

Subscrip
0

tion Rates $4.00 per Year Advertising Rates 
Single Copies $ I.OO. Upon R equest. 

Entered as second-class matter July 5, r927, at the Post Office at Federalsburg, 
Maryland, under Act of March 3, r879. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST 



American Buyers 
in 

London Auctions 
can place their bids 
and secure their lots 

through our 

Philadelphia Off ice 
thus simplifying the 

forwarding of bids 
and 

avoiding the necessity 

for 
securing drafts for payment 

direct to London 

? 
• 

Please send for details of our 

WORLDWIDE STAMP SERVICE 

ROBSON LOWE~ LTD. 
50 PALL MALL 

LONDON S. W . 1. 
ENGLAND 

Telephone : Abbey 4034 

721 WIDENER BLDG. 
PH I LADELPH IA, PENNA. 

U. S. A. 
Locust 4 - 1 367 

Cables "Stamps, London" 



g{ !R. Uarmer !Jnc. 
Jlh.e rR.oosevelt Xuctioneers 

SALES by AUCTION 
FEBilUAilY 2 . 3 . 4 

An Important General Collection 

offered by order of a Farmingdale , 
N. Y. collector, strong in 20th 
Century issues with mint sets. 

Postage Stamps of the World, 

including a specialized collection 
of the Great Britain 1840 l p. 
black , etc ., etc . 

JANUARY 19. 20. 21 

General Properties 

including United States , G~e.ral 

Foreign with Bri tish Empire & a 
specialized collection of Russian 
Zemstvos ( Rurals) . 

FEBllUAilY 10. 11 

Air Post Covers of the World 

a magnificent 50-volume Gold ­
Medal Collection, offered by 
order of a New York collector; 
attractively lotted. 

ALL LOTS OFFERED ENTIRELY WITHOUT RESERVE 

Accurately described and full y illustrated catalogues 
ava ilable, gratis on application to the auctioneers . 

" 

32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 
Cable: Dar111ers ale. N. Y. • Plaonc: PLaza 3-64 82 

" Where the Finest Stamps Are Offered in Accordance 

With the Best Traditions of Philately." 
.i r,1 •can PhiL.:tel ic Research L brary 
P .0. Box 8338 
State College, PA 16803 




