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Copernicus Commemorative Medallion For Polpex 
Chairman Alfred Szebel an­

nounced that negotiations have 
been complet.ed for the strtking 
of a special commemorative 
medallion for POLPEX 73. This 

Obnne side of Special Polonut M•dal­
Uoe to be atnclt for POLPEX 73. The 
Design ls by Edward Gorol, o noted 
ortfst of WPN'lf, 

medallion will be presented to 
exhibitors in the show, and will 
also be presented, as a special 
acknowledgement, to all spon­
sors of the show who contribute 
$50.00 or more. 

Szebel states that the design 
will be unique among the many 
Copernicus medallions that will 
be issued in the coming year 
and that he wlll issue further 
details as the negotiations cov­
ering the minting and shipment 
are ttnallzed. 

This medallion wlll prove to 
be a worthy addition to anyone 
who speclall:es tn Polonica, phi­
lately, numismatics, or who has 
an eye tor esthetics. Don't be 

ReYerte ride of Medollion. Empty apoce 
It allowed for neme to be engraved. 
one of those who will say they 
are sorry tor having missed 
such an opportunity. The me­
dalllon will be issued 1n a very 
limited edition - less than 2001 

Don't miss this opportunity. 
Send your $50.00 or more to en­
sure the success of POLPEX 73 
without delay to Chester J. Mi­
kucki, 4704 No. Overhlll Ave., 
Norridge, Ill. 60656. This medal­
lion is worth it! 
SOUVENIR POLPEX '13 LABELS 

With this issue of the Polonus 
Bulletin we enclose a sheet of 
souvenir labels tor POLPEX 7.3, 
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Use them on your phllatelic 
correspondenee. A d d i t i o n a l 
sheets are available at 30c per 
sheet (postpaid) or 4 for $1.00 
from Chester J. Mlltuck1, 4704 
N. OVerhlll Ave., Norridge, m. 
60656. 

AUCTION IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH POLPEX '73 

Chairman Szebel announced 
that Roman Burkiewicz, noted 
Chicago dealer and specialist in 
Polish PhllateUc material, wlll 
conduct an auction in conjunc­
tion with POLPEX-73. 

A POLPEX ENTRY FROM 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Member VoJtech P. Maxa, a 
Journalist from Prague, wlll 
show 45 p:;ges from his specia­
lized Poland collection of 1928-
1935 Pllsudski and M o s c i c k 1 
stamps at POLPEX 73. This is 
the first time for an entry to 
come from Czechoslovakia in 
the history of Polonus Polpex: 
shows. His exhibit won a sllver­
bron:ze medal at the Brno na­
tional exhibition 1n 1966. 

In this edition of our Polonus 
Bulletin, we begin the first in­
stallment of a lengthy article 
by Mr. Maxa on the Pllsudski 
and Moscicki issues. The study 
of these stamps was re:illy nev­
er deeply undertaken by our 
members. The only attention 
given them was by Myron Ste­
czynskl 1n his article that ap­
peared in our Bulletin many 
years ago. 

The Polonus Bulletin is glad 
to be able to publish this fine 
study thus mating it available 
to our many readers. 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS IN 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The treasurer asks that Polo­
nus members in foreign coun­
tr1e8 pay their dues with inter­
national money orders. 
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POLISH PmLATELIC SOCIETY 
BUFFALO 

Chairman, Theo. Skotnicki. 
announces that the Polish Phil­
atelic Society of Buffalo wlll 
sponsor Its 11th annual phila­
telic exhibition, AMPOLPEX, on 
November 4-5, 1972. The theme 
of the show is Mikolaj Koper­
nlk (Copernicus). The SOCiety 
wm offer special cacheted cov­
ers, souvenir sheets, and a U.S. 
Post omce wlll be in operation 
on the premises at Adam Mic­
kiewicz Hall, 612 Fillmore Ave. 

Those who wish to exhibit 
m3.y contact the Polonus atc­
retary or Mr. Skotnicki direct at 
2341 Falls Link, Grand Island, 
New York 14072. 

POLPBIL 73 
The Polish Philatelic society 

of Australla, in conjunction 
with the National Organizing 
committee of the 500th anni­
versary of the Polish Astro­
nomer Nicolaus COpernlcus, wlll 
stage a four day philatelic ex­
hibition POLPHIL 73 starting 
February 18, 1973, at "Sir Dal­
las Brooks" Hall, 300 Albert St., 
East Melbourne. A special com­
memorative postmark wlll be 
used and souvenirs wlll be avail­
able. For further details write: 

Polish Philatelic SOCiety 
P.O. Box 1455/ N 
G.P.O. Melbourne, Vic. 3001 
Australia. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Alfred Szebel was awarded a 

silver-bronze medal in the re­
cent international show BEL­
GICA for his German Airmails. 

Chester Bchafer exhibited at 
LITHPEX in Chicago and re­
ceived a 2nd award in the Nu­
mismatic class for his collec­
tion of Koscluszko commemora­
tive medallions. 
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PltSUDSKI AND MOSCICKI 1928-1937 
POLAND'S FIRST ENGRAVED STAMPS 

BY VOJTECH P. MAXA 
The 50 groszy Pllsudski and 1 only for a short period (Dec. 1, 

zloty Mo~cickl stamps (Scott 1927 to April 1, 1929). 
253-255) are the first Polish 
stamps printed by recess. The 
introduction of this new tech­
nJque was not an easy process 
and tt happened at a time when 
postal authorities were building 
and equipping new printing 
works. These two factors - in­
experience and switching over 
from one plant to another -
played a great role. The result 
ls a very intricate issue, which, 
though consisting of two values­
only, offers a wide scope for in­
teresting philatelic study. 

The Pll:sudskl and Mo~lcki 
stamps can be divided into i.h.: 
groups: 

1. Warsaw 1928 Stamp Exhi­
bition Souvenlr Sheet; 

2. DeflnJtive Issue: a) 50 gro-
szy, b) 1 zloty; 

3. PORT GDANSK Overprints; 
4. DOPLATA Overprints; 
5. MoAclcki 10th Anniversary 

1 zloty Blue; 
6. King Carol 1937 Visit Souv­

enJr Sheet. 
L GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Early 1n 1927 Pollsh postal 
authorities decided to Introduce 
new high value regular stam1>3 
of 50 groszy and 1 zloty denomt­
natlons. At this time (from De­
cember 1, 1927 to June 30, 1931) 
the rate for ordinary foreign 
mall was 50 gr., and 50 gr. was 
also the rate for heavier (20-
250 g.) surface mall. There was 
not a single rate of 1 zloty, with 
the exception of the foreign 
mall special delivery fee valid 
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Till July, 1935, 1 zloty was the 
highest stamp issued In the new 
gold-based currency and was of­
ten used In combination with 
other values to make up the 
different postal r a t e s which 
changed eleven times in the 
last fifteen yeus of pre-war 
Poland (1924-1939). In my col­
lection I h9.ve one postally used 
block of fifteen 50 gr. stamps 
and, t.wo blocks of eight 1 zloty 
stamps. 

Because 1 zloty and even 50 
groszy represented a lot of mo­
ney before the war and because 
the postal authorities had to 
cope with forgers of the typo­
graphed stamps, a more elabor­
ate process of stamp production 
was chosen, namely the line­
engraving. 

Since 1920 Po 1 is h stamps 
were printed at the Panstwowe 
Zaklady Graflczne - P. Z. G. 
(State Printing Plant) in War­
saw. In mid-twenties the Gov­
ernment decided to bulld a 
modern printing plant - Pols­
ka Wytw6rnla Papier6w War~ 
toAciowych - P,W.P.W. (Polish 
Valuable Papers Works). In 1930 
the printing of PUsudskl and 
Mo~clcki stamps was transfer­
ed from the P .Z.G. to the P.W.­
P.W. 

Despite all the difficulties the 
new stamps are very fine in­
deed and because of their well­
balanced design, dignity, and 
excellent workmanship I regard 
them as the most beautiful pre­
war Polish stamps. 
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II. 50 GRoszy Pll,SUDSKI 
STAMP: 

a. Project, EngraTIDg and 
Proofs: 

Tbe project 1s the work of an 
eminent Pollsh artist, professor 
Zygmunt Knmil'lsi, originator 
of several other Pollsh stamps, 
who died in 1969 at age eighty. 

After World W a r I, there 
were no experienced engravers 
~Jl Poland and therefore the en­
graving in steel was commis­
sioned in Austria. It was mas­
terly executed by professor Fer­
dinand Schirnbock who worked 
tor the State Printing works in 
V~nna. 

Tbe original engraving dif­
fers from the final stamp in 
that it includes the author's 
name in the middle of the bot-
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tom margin: ZYOMUNT KA­
MffiSKI DEL. The overall size 
of the original steel plate with 
the m'.lster-dte 1s 94 x 116 mm., 
the size of the stamp itself 1s 
20.0 x 25.0 mm. A proof print 
made from the master-die (fig. 
1) measures 100 x 120 mm. and 
1s signed Bojanowicz on the 
back. On the front side it bears 
a pencilled number 212. 

According to W. Rachmanow 
three prints were made from 
the 50 groszy master - die on 
sheets of hand-m'l.de art p3per 
and together with print of 1 zl. 
Mo§cick1 stamp were bound in­
to three albums. One was pre­
sented to President Ignacy MoA­
cicki, the second to Premier 
Marshall J6zef Pllsudsk1, and 
the third was kept at the Postal 
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Museum in Warsaw. Obviously 
more prin~ were e;,,ecuted on 
ordinary paper; maybe over 200 
it the number on my copy de­
notes the sequence of prin~. 
b. Printing Plates: 

The printing plates were not 
produced by the classical me­
thod consisting in the transfer 
of the original engraving on a 
plate with the help of a roller 
die. This precise but more com­
plicated method was used in the 
production of Polish stamps 
only eight years later (in 1934). 
The Pllsudski plates were ma­
nufactured by galvanoplasty. 

Most p r o b a b 1 y a printing 
plate was prepared in the fol­
lowing manner: from the mas­
ter die first an intermediate .ste­
reotype was made and from it 
the m1ster stereo. From the 1st 
intermediate stereo or from the 
master-stereo the name of the 
artist was removed. From the 
master-stereo a second inter­
mediate stereo was obtained in I 

-+-
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, 
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required numbers - le. 400. 
These four hundred 2nd inter­
mediate stereos were then as­
sembled into a plate consi.sting 
of four p::mes of 10 x 10 stamps 
each (fig. 2). Thus an inter­
mediate pl a t e was obtained 
from which - stlll by galvano­
plasty - a printing plate was 
made. I presume that a master­
stereo was included in the pro­
duction process to safeguard the 
valuable originu steel master­
die from dam:-ge. The scheme 
of plate production is shown in 
fig. 3. 

t:.k.!] M•st.r die 

c::::::J 1 at i11t-.,~dw• lt~,­

c::J Muter stereo 

~ 2J1d IJ1t-•dlote at­

c::::::J Prl11tl1t11 plcrte 

Fivure 3 
Production of recess printing 

plates by galvanoplasty ls a te­
dious and slow process. More­
over the soft plates thus ob-
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tained need coating with a hard 
metal (steel or chrome) to give 
more prints. A plate made at 
the P.Z.O. printed roughly 5 
million stamps or 12,500 sheets; 
later, when the printing was 
transferred to the P.W:P.W., the 
output from one p 1 a t e was 
doubled to 10 mill1on stamps or 
25,000 sheets. This was caused 
by better coating of the plates. 

At the P .Z.O. the interme­
dillte .pltites were composed from 
single 2nd intermediate stereos 
and therefore on blocks of 50 
groszy stamps we often find 
stamps out of alignment both 
in a vertical and horizontal di­
rection. Lack of sheet material 
does not permit to allocate 
these imperfections to particular 
panes and stamps but fig. 3a 
gives an example of it. 

At the P.W :P.W. the 2nd in­
termediate stereos were soldered 
In blocks of 5 x 2 stamps and 
the intermediate plate was com­
posed of forty such blocks. This 
method produced better plates 
and badly aligned stamps are less 
frequent in the latter issues. 

In contrast to the previous is­
sues, PIJsud8k1 50 groszy hu no 
imprint in the margin showing 
the value of single rows or 
columns of the stamps. But it 
h!ls a plate number which had 
not been used previously. 

With the exception of the 
first plate all the subsequent 
ones were numbered under the 
91st stamp (fig. 2). The plate 
number consists of an index 
number allocated to dJ!ferent 
panes and ot Roman numerals 
or capital letters denoting the 
plate-a.a •a whole. 

At the P .Z.O. the P11sud8ld 
stamp was printed from eleven 
plates: 

1. no marking (?) 
2. 1 I, 2 I , 3 I, 4 I , 
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3. 1 n, 2 II, 3 n, 4 II, 
4. 1m, 2m, 3m, 4m, 
5. 1 IV, 2 IV, 3 IV, 4 IV, 
6. 1 V, 2 V, 3 V, 4 V, 
7. 1 VI, 2 VI, 3 VI, 4 VI, 
8. 1 VII, 2 VII, 3 VII, 4 VII, 
9. 1 VIII, 2 vm, 3 vm, 4 vm, 

10. 1 IX, 2 IX, 3 IX, 4 IX, 
11. 1 X, 2 X, 3 X, 4 X 

At t he P .W.P.W. another eight 
plates were produced: 
12. 1 A, 2 A, 3 A, 4 A, 
13. 1 B, 2 B, 3 B, 4 B, 
14. 1 C, 2 C, 3 C, 4 C, 
15. 1 D, 2 D, 3 D, 4 D, 
16. D2,D4,(?) 
17. 1 E, 2 E, 3 E, 4 E, (small E) 
18. 1 E, 2 E, 3 E, 4 E, (large E) 
19. plate F (?) 

This system of plate numbers 
prepared by me on the basis of 
available information and of 
copies with plate number as­
sembled In my collection 1s a 
preliminary one, and needs fur­
ther confirmation. The plates 
:.nd their numbers will be des­
cribed more in detail when dif­
ferent issues will be dealt wit~. 

Four crosses were engraved on 
the m-uglns of the tour panes 
opposite 5/ 6, 50/ 60, 95/ 96 and 
41/ 51 stamps. The longer bar of 
the cross measures about 4mm., 
the shorter about 3mm. (fig. 4) . 

Fi9ure 4 

<To be continued) 
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THE LATE HENRY J. CHOYNACKI 
By Myron E. Steczynski 

The brief notice that appeared 
in the Polonus Bulletin for July­
August on the passing of Henry 
J . Choynack1 certainly does not 
p:iy tribute to the man who was 
the very first vice-president of 
the society and then its second 
pre~ident. Henry founded and 
publlshed the POLONUS MA­
GAZINE - predecessor of our 
present BULLETIN, which has 
been coming out contlnuou.sly 
for over 300 issues over some 
thirty years - the longest of 
any publication devoted to the 
phllately of Poland. Polonus 
M"' gazlne was Henry's personal 
venture - he originated it, 
financed it and bullt it up, ls­
sue by issue. 

Polonus Maiazine carried on 
where the Society left off. The 
Society after all was a local 
group which met twice a month. 
The Magazine, however, reached 
out to collectors of Poland all 
over the country and beyond. 
Poland was overrun by Germany 
and Russia at the time. Polish 
publications were suspended. It 
was the Polonus M-agazine which 
carried the torch and drew out­
side members into the society. 

collectors of Poland from all 
over the country were quick to 
Join the ranks of Polonus and 
the Society prospered. All the 
philatelic editors helped us, and 
dealers advertised extensively­
we should not overlook their 
helpful role in sustaining Inte­
rest ln the st'lmps of Poland. 
Looking through the advertlslng 
pages of the early issues of Po­
lonu.s Maga2lne ls like peering 
Into an entirely distant world­
practically all these men are 
gone today, sad to say. 

Hehry wlll be remembered for 
his whole-hearted devotion to 
promote the study and collect­
ing of Pollsh stamps. His Intro­
ductory rem-irks in th,; first is­
sue of his M'3gazine are as valid 
today as they have been in 1940. 
Henry carried on for 13 issues 
- from October 1940 to April 
1942. - then quit. The first ls­
sue of the Polonus Bulletin was 
dated August 1942. After Henry 
finished his term of office as 
the society's president - he left 
it for good. 

We are now saddened to learn 
that he p1ssed away. 

LABELS OR STAMPS? 
The above shown adhesives 

have popped up on the market 
recently. COllectors of material 
of this period were surprised to 
see them first now. Do any of 
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our Bulletin readers know of 
this material? Is it listed any­
where? Kindly contact Alfred 
Szebel, 9041 Emerson Ave., Des 
Plaines, Ill. 60016. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Friday, October 2'1, 19'72 

Meeting to be held during the 
Chicago Philatelic Society Stamp 
Exhibition at the Chicago Sher­
aton Hotel, 505 North Michigan 
Ave., 11th Floor, Kingston Room 
starting at 7:00 p.m. Hotel park- , 
Ing on lower level, entrance 
from Grand Avenue. After the 
meeting we plan on viewing the 
exhibition which will be held 
on the same floor. 

CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 
POLONUS MEMBERS 

At one of the recent SOciety 
meetings it was proposed that 
Polonus reintroduce a member's 
mart ln the monthly bulletin. 
The proposal was that each 
member be entitled to insert 2 
short ads each year (at no cost) 
llstlng needs for philatelic ma­
terial, material for sale, etc. The 
main llm1ting condition was 
that no price quotes, offers to 
buy, etc. be expressed on a dol­
lar basis. 

This is an opportunity for 
those of you who are looklng 
for speclal12ed or general ma­
terial and would llke the ex­
posure and contact that our So­
ciety offers. 

Sorry, no dealers! The So­
ciety also reserves the right to 
edlt any ads that may be placed 
for inclusion 1n the members' 
mart. Send requests and copy 
to: Thomaa J. Oobby, 5713 West 
Warwick, Chicago, m. 6063-4. 

SOKOL CANCELLATIONS 
A member, who happens to be 

the Educational Director of the 
American Sokol Organization, 
ls seeking lnformatton on Sokol 
cancellations of Poland issued 
after World Wars I and n. He 
will buy or trade this matertal. 
Write to Joseph Janecka, 7306 
Ogden Ave., Riverside, m. 60546. 
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l'OLOMUS rHILATILIC SOCIEY ' 
Thomas J. Gobby, Secretory 

5713 Warwick, Chicago, Ill. 6063'4 
Al Ryborski, Treasurer 

P. 0. Box 82, River Grove, Ill. 60171 
Chester A. Schafer, Editor 

864 N. Ashland, Chicago, Ill. 60622 
Lester Jankowski, Publications Chrm. 
7303 Kildare, Lincolnwood, Ill. 60646 

rlle Polonus Philotellc ~tety 1s non­
political. Views expressed by authors 
of articles appearing herein do not 
necessarily express the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society. 

- J.a■uel Duet ■re $4.00 -

EXCURSION TO POLSKA '13 

As you all know the enormous 
philatelic show (5000 frames) 
will be held ln Poznan, Poland 
in August, 1973. The show IS 
POLSKA 73. Many members 
have expressed an interest and 
desire to attend in a group. 
There are poss1bllltles of a spe­
cial group rate if enough mem­
bers wish to go. 

If you would wish to see one 
of the greatest international 
philatelic displays of Polish ma­
terial and travel to Poland next 
year you are respectfully re­
quested to contact Alfred Sze.. 
bel regarding your deslre. PleQJie 
write to Fred at: 9041 Emerson, 
Des Plaines, Ill. 60016. 

If there are any posslbilltles 
Fred needs your queries nowr 

-TJO 

STANLEY KUCHARZ COLLEC­
TIONS TO BE AUCTIONED 
The award winning collectioll8 

of Ten Cities, Three Heroes, 2nd 
Corps Field Post and other Po­
land material will be auctioned 
on Friday, Nov. 3rd at 7:30 p.m.. 
at Rasdale Stamp CO., 38 SO. 
State St., Chicago. 

PREPARE FOR POLPEX 'JS! 
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