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Stam p Collecting - Finance or Philately? 
One topic that splits the ranks of philately 
right down the middle is that of the invest­
ment angle of stamps . Regardless of an indi­
vidual opinion, there should be no doubt in 
anyone's mind that stamp collecting is basic­
ally a commercial hobby. Practically every 
st amp we collect is priced by a catalog · with . 
a relative degree of accuracy. There are 
many things, other than stamps, to collect, 
where a monetary value is non-existent. 

We have heard the philatelic purist stoutly 
maintain that his sole interest lies in the 
stamps themselves and that he is totally obliv­
ious of any price tag attached to them. 
However, he generally makes this statement 
paradoxical by gleefu lly explaining how he 
secured a truly valuable stamp in a job lot 
at auction , from " the garbage pail" or as a 
"sleeper." We believe that most collectors, 
no matter how seriously they study their 
stamps, seek nothing more, when buying or 
selling, than a fair current market value. 
(There is usually some difference of opin­
ion between collector and dealer as to this 
fair value). 

But the commercial angle of stamp collect­
ing can be overplayed . And it is done by 
those who write upon. stamp prices. When 
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you analyse it, this is the easies t form of phil­
atelic writing. It requires the leas t knowl­
edge and research. Consequently, such 
writers are most apt to err. In particular, 
we have in mind those w ho a ttemp t to por­
tray stamps as a substitute for investment 
securities, real estate, commodities or annui­
ties. We grant that stamps w ithstood the 
1930 depression relatively well. But that fac t 
affords no justi fica tion for one in retrospect 
to guarantee stamp collecting as "depression­
proof" and suggesti ng to the general public· 
that it place part of its savings in mint sheets 
of recent United States commemdr.ative is­
r. ues. Such reporting to the uninformed pub­
li c will eventually do our hobby harm and 
those not interested in stamps should not be 
misled if they do decide to collect. 

A second manner of unduly publicizing the 
monetary side of philately is th rough th ose 
market predictions. We point our critical 
fin ger at the prophet, the seer of future price 
trend s. Such authors ·have been with phi­
lately for years. Both American and foreign 
~ t amp periodicals as far back as the r88o's 
have indulged in such forecasting. But of 
la te, a new wrinkle has been introduced and 
these modern writers have gone pretty sc1en-
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EDI T ORIAL 
tific on us. The use of higher math ematics 
and g raph charts is good w indow dressing, 
but we join those who doubt whether th ese 
assure any furth er deg ree of accur acy th an 
th e simpler old style. Fo recasting upon any­
thing is inexact . Li able as not , th e unex­
pected happens. The political pollste r wi ll 
long have to overcome th e fi asco of the I948 
Presid enti al election. W all Street offe rs 
many market fo recasts of stock and bond 
prices. Those famili a r w ith securities tell 
us th at no such service has been constantly 
accurate fo r any extended period of time . It 
is and w ill be primarily a guessing game. 
And so it is w ith the futur e of st amp prices. 

Alth ough we do sha re th e expressed opin­
ion of many phil atelists th at inves tment as­
pect, pas t or future, should have little place 
in ou r hobby, we do not agree with their 
degree of alarm as to the low estate to w hich 
stamp coll ecting is sinking because such w rit­
ings happen to be printed. The hobby w ill 
always be great beca use it can be approached 
from so many angles. Th at w hich interests 
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th e stud ent is of utter boredom to the space­
fi lle r. The latter w ill not spend two min­
utes with th e contents of a magazine such as 
this. But let us not fo rget the well-worn 
adage th at before we walk, we creep. And 
so perh aps th e collector , who today is avidly 
reading which of th e present commemora­
tive st amps w ill show th e greates t price in­
crement w ithin th e nex t decad e, might in­
stead at th e end of th at period be w riting a 
study fo r T HE COLLECTOR'S CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST. Th at was our very experience, and 
no doubt yours. So w ith th e vas tn ess of our 
hobby, th e se ri ous phil atelist should t ake 
matters as thi s as th ey truly are, r ather th an 
jumping to inco rrect concl usions, because a 
sideline of st amp collecting at times might 
be overpublicized. 

E dit orial B oard: 
HE N RY M . GOODKIN D , C hairman 
WI N THROP S. BOGGS 
E DWIN MUELLER 
ELLIOTT PERRY 
ST E PH EN G . RI C H 
Admiral Frederic R. Harris 
In th e numerous tributes which w e read 
about Admiral H arris, none did more th an 
touch lightly upon his philatelic activities. 
W e wo uld , therefore, wish to pay tribute to 
his memory, viewing him as a philatelist by 
those who worked closely w ith him. 

Admiral H arris was an exception to the 
popula r notion th a t the we althy merely use 
their means to purch ase st amps. Admiral 
H arris studied his st amps and ca rried w ith 
him a fund of know ledge about them. He 
fre ely shared this w ith others, young or old, 
advanced or beginner collector. He had a 
true student 's approach to st amps, alw ays 
seeking to enlarge wh at was known about 
them from :tiny aspect. 

We w ould cite two instances about Ad­
miral H arris th at w ill r eflect his philatel~c 
s ide. Upon the unexpected de ath of Mr. Al­
fred F . Lichtenstein , shortly before th e 1947 
CIPEX, Admiral Harris was appointed to 
head th e Internation al Jury in Mr. Lichten­
stein's pl ace. No one need be told th at 
" these were difficult shoes to fill. " Assem-
L

bled in this body were th e top philatelic au­
th orities from all over th e wo rld. From the 
first session, differences of opinions arose. 

. These continued until Admiral H arris took 
command w ith his strong deep voice. As a 
bolt, unison was achieved. Knowing how 
controversial and temperamental a group of 
leading phil atelic authorities gathered in one 
room can be, Admiral H arris demonstrated 
his ability to handle this t ask. 

A second matter about Admiral H arris 
that always impressed us w as the w illingness 
w ith which he lent his st amps to the inquir­
ing student. U sually, he not only offered his 
outstanding materi al for study, but remained 
on th e scene to enter into any discussion . It 
w as then th at his profound philatelic knowl­
edge was best displ ayed. 

It was our impression th at Admiral H ar­
ris' favorite st amps were th ose of Hawaii. 
The recent H awaii book could be perhaps 
rightly called "Admiral H arris' Philatelic 
Monument." 

W. S. B. 
H. M.G. 
LECTORS CL UB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVJII , NO. 4 



THE FIRST ESCUELAS STAMPS OF 

VENEZUELA 1871-76 

By c. w. WICKERSHAM 
B
y 1871 the small issues of postage 
stamps of Venezuela that had com­
menced in 1859 were exhausted. The 

dies or stones of the square stamps of 1866-
67 were not to be used again until 1873 and 
later for the Contrasena overprints. Hence 
from about March 1871 until August 1873, 
no stamps were available for postage except 
the issues of the lithographed , imperforate 
First Escuelas. 

By decrees of April and June, 1870, it was 
provided that these stamps were to be used 
for postage and revenue . But it was not 
until the following spring that the first 
stamps with the well-known overprints were 
iss ued . 

The catalog desc riptions for some reason 
have always been inadequate. The fact is 
that there a re three different overprints, and 
sever al different stones for each value. 
Messrs. Hall and Fulcher have shown that 
these fall into eight classes, and Mr. Dull 
has given additional details. ( 1 ) 

It is not my purpose to repeat in detail the 
interesting work of these experts. They 
paved the way for later knowledge, and 
while there is much still to learn , this article 
will deal principally with features not here­
tofore developed, especially with relation to 
the colors and shades of color which help in 
distinguishing some of the different issues of 
these stamps from each other, and with the 
dates of issue and use of the different over­
prints, as well as with impressions and with 
imprints, errors and unusual varieties. 

In order to understand these stamps, we 
must start by res tating the classification of 
the issues. For convenience we will adopt 
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the so-called eight issues, all lithographed and 
imperforate, and will also adopt the classifi­
cation of the overprints used as a result of 
the work of the experts. 

The first overprint was in upright letters 
composed of two double horizontal lines usu­
ally parallel to each other and between 7 and 
14 mm. apart in most copies. One line con­
tains the words "Bolivar Sucre Miranda" re­
peated sometimes out of order, and the same 
words in a second line immediately under and 
paraiiel to the first. In the other double 
line of overprint, each line reads "Decreto 
de 27 Abril de 1870," sometimes with a sec­
ond "de" before "Abril," and sometimes 'with 
other minor changes. Following the lead of 
the authorities, we may call this first over­
print, with its upright letters, Overprint A. 
The later overprints will be discussed in their 
order. There were two different issues with 
Overprint A , the first by Neun of all 15 
values in March, 1871, and the second by 
Rasco of all values, except the 2 centavos, in 
June of the same year from new stones. 

I 871-First Issue, Overprint A. Printed 
by Enrique r eun of Caracas. Issued in 
March , 1871.(2 ) Denominations: 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 5 centavos, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, I 5, 20, 30 

1. Thomas W . Hall and L. W. Fulcher, "The 
Postage Stamps of Venezuela," Th e London Philat­
elist, November, 1918, and subsequent issues . The 
types referred to throughout this article ars based on 
Hall & Fulcher's work. 

Christian L. Dull, "The Early Stamps of Vene­
zuela," Th e American Philatelist, January, 1937. 

2. H all and Fulcher give the date of issue as 
March 4, 187i. Dull says "March, 187i." The 
ea rliest date on a dated copy seen by the writer, 
namel y, June 6, '71, is given in the text. 
, NO. 4 243 



VENEZUELA-THE FIRST ESCUELAS STAMPS 
and 50 reales. This issue is distinguished by 
th e printing, which is clear and fine. The 
colors are as follows: 

I to 5 centavos, brown orange, strongly 
colored. The shades are somewh at lighter in 
the 1 centavo, which is also found in a lemon 
yello\\·. (F ig. I). 

(Fi g. l ) 1871, Unused bl ock of the 4 centavos , 
First Issue . 

l to 7 reales, fairly bright rose. The 3 
reales is usually paler th an th e others. 

g to 50 reales, bright green. Copies of th e 
7 and g rea les a re so metimes found some­
what paler than the usual bright color. 
(F ig. 2). 

T hese colors should be born e in mind when 
we co nsid er later issues. 

Tl~e earlies t da te of cancellati on wh ich we 
have seen is June 6, I87r. This date has 
been noted on th e 3 centavos and th e g reales. 
Not many conclusions can be drawn from this 
because th e great majority of used copies of 
the F irst Escuelas sfamps are pen-cancelled 
and dates are rare. Only a few cities had 
cancelling machin es a nd pen cancellations 
were norm al fo r both post age and revenue. 
The following dated copies have been ex­
amin ed , some of which are in th e w riter 's col­
lection: 
244 THE COLL
2 ) 18 71 , Unused block of the 9 reales, 
First Issue. 

June 6, r 871 ; July 2, '7l; August I, '7 1 ; 
I 871 ; January 30, '72; May 26, '72 ; June 3, 
'72; I873; May 27, '76. 

In conn ection wi th th e late use of th e I 5 
re al es (May 27, '76), it is interes ting to note 
th at af te r the first se tting of Overprint B, 
herea fter described, th ere were no further 
printings of thi s value until the las t (e ighth ) 
issue in 1876, and the numbers printed in all 
four issues of thi s value probably did not ex­
ceed 14,000. 

There are a number of interes ting errors in 
this issue. An error of overprint exist s in 
the I centavo, in which both double lines, i.e., 
all four lines, r ead " Bolivar, Sucre, Miran­
da," th e words referring to the April 27 de­
cree being omitted . In th e 2 centavos, an 
error is kn own, namely, one double line of 
overprint, in stead of two; and there is a de­
fective transfer in existence th at shows as a 
broad ver tical blank on the entire right hand 
side of the st amp, just inside th e right frame 
lin e. 

In the 5 cent avos, an error of color has 
been found-a pale rose-red instead of the 
clear orange th a t char acterises th ese fine 
printings of th e first live values. 

I . 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV!II, NO. 4 



VENEZUELA-THE FrRsT EscuELAS STA MPS 
Copies w ith inverted overprint occur on 
the I real rose. Both copies in the writer's 
collection are dated and a re r efe rred to above 
in the reference to dates. One is 8.r. '71 and 
th e oth er is r.30.'72. 

In th e 5 reales, a copy with enormous top 
margin shows a defective transfer- the 
whole top right co rner being lost. This de­
fec t is 3 millimeters deep. (Fig. 3). 

(Fig. 3 l 1871, 5 reales; l st Issue, wi h 
defective transfer . 

Five types have been identified of all values 
from 1 cent avo to th e 5 reales. All types of 
the I real show a whi te flaw to th e lef t of 
the third cross on th e right. 

Apparen tly th e 7 reales was printed from 
only one transfer. The color of this value 
varies from rose to pale rose, and a copy has 
been seen with a very heavy and highly inked 
impression giving much the appearance of a 
double impression. 

The higher valu es; 9, 15, 20, 30 and 50 
reales, of this issue, as already mentioned , 
are usually a clear, bright green in color, 
and fine examples of th e lithographer's a rt . 
Unused blocks of fo ur of th e 9 and 15 re ales 
in the brigh t shade in mint condi tion are 
among the fi nest pieces in the phila tely of 
South America--clear impressions that will 
grace any collection. Five types of th e 9 
rea les, and two of the 15 reales have been 
described . 

The 20, 30, and 50 reales " ·ere printed in 
st rips of ten and th ere is only one type of 
each. Pai rs of th e 20 re ales, unless cut 
close, show wide margins a t top and bottom. 
( rig.+). 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV I
(Fi ;:: . 41 !871. Pair of the 20 rea les , First 
Issue , show ing margins. 

It is probable th at only 5, 150 copies of the 
9 re ales were issued, 2,060 of the 15 reales, 
and 1,030 each of th e three higher values, 
th e 20, 30, and 50 reales. All are extre mely 
ra re unu sed , particularly the las t two. 
Copies occasionally seen are usually cleaned. 

It is in th ese well printed and clear g reen 
stamps th at a feat ure not mentioned in earlier 
writings, so far as known, is easy to observe. 
The fore head of Simon Bolivar's head is 
high , and the well-marked eyebrow is well 
curved , the lower end coming down to a 
point even w ith th e lef t angle of the eye. 
(Fig. 5) . 

(Fi g. 5) 18 71. l 5 reales, green, First Issue. 
Enlargement to show marked curve 

of eyebrow. 
I! , NO . + 245 



V E NE Z UELA - TH E FIRST Esc uELA S S TAM PS 
This is a fe ature of the first six printings 
of the 1871-76 Escuelas. The 7th and 8th 
I ssues are quite different in this respect, as 
we shall see. 

S econd I ssu e. Overprint A. Printed from 
new stones by R asco of Caracas. I ssued in 
June, 187 I. All values, except the 2 centavos. 

It is somewh at challenging 'th at the second 
issue came out so soon after th e fi rst issue. 
It is d ifficult to believe th at 200,000 copies of 
th e 1 centavo, 5 0 ,0 00 each of the 3 and 4 
centavos, and 25,000 of th e 5 centavos could 
have been used up so soon. Probably this 
was caused by th e fact th at no other st amps 
we re avail able. While R asco printed both 
th e Second and Third I ssues, eun and his 
partn er Remath ed returned as th e printers 
of the Fourth I ssue. Saldivia is quoted as 
saying th at R asco printed th e ove rprint on 
the First I ssue. But as Saldivia . says that 
Rasco printed th e Second I ssue fro m th e same 
stones, w hich is clearly incorrect, we are not 
forced to agree with th e claim th at he printed 
th e overprint on N euh 's issue . There was no 
change in the overprint in th e Second I ssue, 
but the shades of color we re generally differ­
ent, and , of course, the types found for each 
value are different from the corresponding 
value of the ea rlier issue. The impressions 
THE COL
are not as good nor as clear as those of the 
F irst I ssue. 

T he centavos st amps a re of a golden yel­
low color , quite dist inct from th e brown 
or ange of th e F irs t I ssue. This appears to 
be constant except w here oxida tion has affect­
ed th e st amps, and except also in th e 3rd 
setting of the 1 centavo w here copies are 
fo un d of a slightly brow nish yellow. 

T he so-called rose st amps a re not rose at 
all. T hey are a pale red, instead of th e bright 
rose of the F irst I ssue. T his color diffe rence 
wi ll a t once distinguish stamps of the two 
issues of th e r r eal to 7 reales values from 
each oth er , si nce the pale red of the one is 
qui te diffe rent fro m the rose of th e oth er. 

T he higher values of th e Second I ssue are 
a pale green, instead of bright green, although 
occasionally, especially in the case of th e 9 
reales, copies a re fo und almost as bright as 
occasional pale copies of the F irst I ss ue. 
H owever , th ey can always be dis tinguished 
by the types. 

D ated specimens of this issue w hich have 
been examined or a re in th e w r iter 's collec­
tion, include a copy of th e 9 reales dated 
July 2 , 1871 , almost a first day of issue. 
D ates noted a re as follow s : 
(Fig. 6 ) 18 71. Block of l 0 of the 3 Reales , Second Issue , with Imprint. 
( f'11otos by /ldrw1 B o11trclle} 
LECTORS CL U B P HILAT ELIST, VO L. XXVIll , NO. 4 



VENEZUELA-THE FIRST EscuELAS STAMPS 
July 2, '7I; June 22, '72; July I or Janu­
ary 7, '72 ( r. 7.'72) ; November 6, '72 or 
June II , '72 (6.II.'72); December 3I, '72; 
I872; April 2I , '73; September 4, '73; No­
vember 3, '73 or March II, '73 (Ir.3.'73); 
I874; M arch 5 or May 3, '75 (3.5.'75); 
July 29, '75. 

The I centavo is found with inverted over­
print-which is comparatively common in 
this value in both settings. A third setting 
( R asco's second) includes both normal, in­
verted and vertical overprints-the latter be­
ing rare. 

The_ overprint of the 3 centavos is usually 
found inverted. The writer has an unused 
block of four where the overprints on the 
upper pair are normal, but there is only one 
double line of overprint ("Bolivar," etc.) 
on the lower pair, and this is inverted. An 
unused pair shows the upper double line in­
verted, and the lower normal but both are 
the "Decreto" lines, the " Bolivar" lines be­
ing absent. The same overprints appear on 
a used block of four. In both the pair and 
the block, the two double lines are I4-I5 mm. 
apart. 

Inverted overprints are common also on 
the 4 centavos, occur on the 2 reales, and are 
apparently universal on the 3 reales. An un­
used single of the former is known with only 
one double line of overprint. 

Blocks of the l centavo and the 3 reales in 
the writer's collection from the bottom rows 
with bottom margins show colored imprints 
stating the number of stamps issued. In the 
first, the imprint reads "2/d Em/ on de 500,-
000" and in the 3 reales "2/ d Emision de 
500,000." We would say the Second Issue 
consists of 500,000 stamps. This refers to 
the total issue including all values. The im­
print on the block of the l centavo also shows 
the name of the printer-Felix Rasco. (Fig. 
6). 

A single of the l centavo with bottom mar­
gin has an imprint reading "120 Es(tampil­
las) ." (Fig. 7). 

This evidently refers to the number of stamps 
in the sheet, and bears out Dull's statement 
that the stamps were printed in sheets of 120, 
10 transfers in a block 5 x 2. 

Ten types each of all the centavos values 
and of the l , 2, and 3 reales have been identi­
fied, and at least nine of the 5 reales. As to 
the 7 reales, the authorities are not m ac-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX VIII
(Fig. 7 ) l 871. l centavo, Second Issue, 
with Imprint. 

cord. Hall and Fulcher say only one trans­
fer, whereas Dull describes ten types, and 
my own studies are thus far inconclusive. It 
is probable that IO,ooo copies of the 7 reales 
of this issue were printed-the same number 
as in the case of the 5 reales. This suggests 
at least the probability of a number of types. 
So here is a case for the research expert. 

In the case of the higher values, six types 
of the 9 reales have been identified and de­
scribed, three of the l 5 reales, four each of 
the 20 and 30 reales, and three of the 50 
reales. (2A) 

A pair and a single of the 20 reales in the 
writer's coMection have very large top and 
bottom margins, as they were printed in hori­
zontal strips (a single row) , and show col­
ored imprints at bottom reading "-0 Es­
tampilla de" and "10---" respectively. As the 
single is Type 2, and the pair Types 3 and 4, 
this may fairly be interpreted to read "IO 
stamps of the (20 reales) ," confirming the 
printing in strips of ten.(2B) (Fig. 8). 

It is probable that only l ,ooo stamps of the 
20 reales were printed-the same number as 
the 30 and the 50 reales. Unused copies (not 
cleaned) of these three values are exceedingly 
rare. 

2A. Dull says only 5 types of the 9 reales, and 4 
of the I 5 real es. 

2B. Dull shows a reconstructed strip of ten of the 
20 real es with bottom imprint reading "2 / a" Emision 
de. 500,000-10 Estampillas de (Veinte) R / s", and 
strips of the 30 and 50 reales with similar im­
prints. He also shows a reconstructed sheet of twenty 
of the I 5 real es (Io x 2) with imprint including 
the legend "20 Estampillas de Quince R / s." 
, NO. 4 247 



VENEZUELA-THE FIRST EscuELAS STAMPS 
------- -·-- -

• 1 
. .If i 7 _ $8/"a,,;.1p/t~e-1.:i. clta 

(Fig. 8) 1871 . Single and pair of the 20 reales, Second Issue, with Imprints. 

Having noted the marked difference in the 
shades and colors of the two issues with the 
Bolivar overprint, which , it must be remem­
bered , were printed from different stones, 
and can always be differentiated by a study 
of the types, in aid of the more pronounced 
differences of shade or color, we now come to 
issues with quite different overprints . 

. In the next two issues, from new stones, 
the overprin·t is slanting, instead of upright, 
the words " Bolivar Sucre Miranda" are 
omitted , and there is only one double line of 
overprint, inste.ad of two. This reads "De­
creto de 27 de J unio de I 870" and we can 
best adopt the terminology of the authorities 
and refer to it as Overprint B. 

Third Issu e. 1872. Overprint B in one 
double line slauting. Printed from new 
stones by Felix Rasco. There are no I, 2, 3, 
or 4 centavos in this setting, but all the other 
values are included. (Figs 9 & 9A). 

The 5 centavos is printed in a variety of 
shades of yellow and orange. The I real to 
7 reales inclusive are uniformly in a very 

! F:g. 9J 187 2. Unused pair of the 5 reales, 
Th :rd Issue. showing Overprint B. 

pale, light, dull rose giving a pale, washed­
out appearance very different and much paler 
than the rose of the First Issue. The higher 
values are yellow green or green to deep 
green-a vivid color, though usually not quite 
as bright as the green of the First Issue. 

The earliest date known to th e writer on a 
stamp of this issue is October, 1872. D ated 
co pies show the following: 

(Fig. 9A ) Enlargement of overprint. 
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VEN E ZUELA-THE FIRST EscuELAS STAMPS 
October, '72 ; Tovember 4, '72; 1872; April 
3 or March 4, '73 (3+73); April 7, '73; 
April 23, '73; January, '74; February IO 
or October 2, '74 (10.2.74); 1875; April 
7, '76; August 19, '76; May 30, '77; June 
18, '77; January 19, '78; February 9, or 
September 2, '78 (9.2.78); April 21 , '78. 

Dull gives December 1872 as the date of is­
sue, but this must be erroneous. (3) Hall and 
Fulcher refer to a copy of the I real cancelled 
in O ctober 1872. This is probably the copy 
referred to above. In any event, we can be 
reasonably sure that the first printing of the 
Overprint B stamps with the slanting over­
print appeared in 1872, although the exact 
date of issue is unknown. 

The number of stamps printed was sub­
stanti ally larger than the corresponding num­
bers of either of the preceding issues-prob­
ably 60,oco for the I real, 50,000 for the 2 
reales, 30,000 for the 3 reales, 20,000 for the 
5 reales, 18,ooo for the 7 reales , 16,000 for 
the 9 re al es, 7 ,ooo for the 1 5 re ales, 2,200 
each for th e 20 reales and 30 re ales, and 
1,800 for the 50 reales. This may explain 
why th e re was no printing of the four higher 
values in th e Fourth I ssue, presently to be 
desc ribed. 

(Fig. 1 0) 1 87 2 . Unused block of the 20 real es, 
Third Issue , showing the 4 types. Top row, 
types 2 and 1. Bottom row, types 4 and 3 . 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII
Ten types of the 5 centavos have been 
identified, and five each of the 1, 2 , 3, and 
5 reales. The number of types of the 7 reales 
is in dispute. Five types are found of the 
9 and 15 reales , and four each of the remain­
ing high values.( 4 ) (Fig. ro). 

None of the higher values of this issue 
were printed in single rows. This is proved 
by blocks of four or more of all the g reen 
stamps of the issue in the writer 's collection. 
(Fig. II) . 

(Fig. 1 1 ) 187 2. Block of the 50 real es , 
Third Issue . 

O ccasion al private or unofficial perforation 
is sho11·n by a copy of the 7 reales perforated 
12. 

There was no furth er iss ue until 1874, 
wh en it became necessa ry to print more of 
the lower values, especially as th ere had been 
no 1 , 3, or + centavos printed since June, 
1871 , and no 2 centavos since th e First I ssue. 
But the numb er of the four high er valu es 
contained in th e Third Issue was evid ently 
more th an sufficient for th e country's needs, 
smce none w ere included 111 this o r la ter is-

3. See Dull , ib ., p. 17 3. 
+· See C. H . Schill , F . R. P. S. L. in the L o11do 11 

Philat elist for September, J 929 1 p. 2 00 1 for an in ­
teresting stud y of ty pes and subtypes of the Escuelas 
stamp s. 
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VENEZUELA-THE FIRST EscuELAS STAMPS 
sues prior to 1876, except in the case of the 
20 reales, w hich was included in the L aid 
P aper I ssue of r875. While the same over­
print was used for the Fourth I ssue, th e 
colors and shades of color are quite distinct 
from those of the Third I ssue in most values, 
and it is believed that th e printing was done 
by R emath ed & Neun, instead of by R asco. 

Fourth I ssue. Summer, 1874. Overprint 
B. Values l cen tavo to 9 reales, as in th e 
First I ssue . The l 5, 20, 30, and 50 re ales 
were omitted. Printed by Remathed & Neun, 
Caqcas. 

The I and 2 centavos, of which there are 
no counterp arts in th e previous issue, are 
usually a sulphur yellow, although a rich yel­
low is not uncom mon in th e 2 centavos. This 
latter shade is the ordinary shade of th e 3 
centavos, when it is not an ochre yellow. The 
4 centavos is more apt to be a golden yellow. 
These four values show heavy and blurred 
impressions. The 5 centavos is usually a 
bright, ligh t brown or ange. As already 
noted, the .5 centavos of th e previous issue 
va ries from pale yellow to orange (sometimes 
brown orange), and the printing is heavy in 
most copies, giving . a blurred appearance. 
THE CO
On th e contrary, the Fourth Issue stamps of 
this value are usually much clearer and the 
color more st rik ing, and, of course, entirely 
different from the yellow shad es of th e ear­
lier issue, although occasionally a brown 
orange shade of that issue is like th e brown 
orange of this issue. (F ig. 12). 

A stronger color difference appears in the 
rose reales values. The r to 7 reales are a 
bright rose, sometimes a deep rose, wi th an 
occasion al pinkish rose, very different from 
the pa le, du ll shades of the Third Issue. 

The 9 reales is yellow green or olive green, 
in strong contrast to the bright green of the 
previous issue. The difference in color will 
se rve to distinguish all values, the two 5 
cen tavos values alone approaching each other 
in shades. But the l ater issue of this value 
is a clearer and finer printing, and the shades 
of th e earlier issue are gene rally paler, and 
can also be distinguished by th e types from 
the 1872 stamps. 

As the reader will have observed, only 7 
values are common to both issues, since the 
Third I ssue had no l to 4 centavos stamps, 
and the Fourth I ssue none higher than the 
9 reales. 
(fig. 12 ) 1874. Unused block of six of the 5 centavos, Fourth Issue . 
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VENEZUELA-THE FrRST EscuELAS STAMPS 
(Fig. 13) 1874. Block of 8 o the 5 reales, Fourth Issue, showing transfer fo "ds. 
The exact date of issue of these stamps is 
apparently unknown. Hall & Fulcher say 
" issued probably about June, 1874."( 5 ) The 
earliest dated copy known to the writer is 
August 22, 1874. Other dates noted from 
dated cancellations are September 24, '74; 
October 27, '74; October '74; June 12, '75; 
January 11, '76; October II , '76; and Febru­
ary IO, '77. 

The types of th e 1 to 4 centavos values 
have not been identified, so far as known. 
The color and the heavy impressions have evi­
dently frustrated the experts in this .task . It 
is extraordinary that the 5 centavos should 
be so much better printed. There is no com­
parison between this stamp, with its clear, 
fine and really beautiful appearance, and the 
smudgy lower values. This difference sug­
gests that there may be some reason as yet 
unknown to us-as, for instance, a different 
craftsman or even, perhaps, a different print­
er-to account for the really startling dis­
tinction. It is claimed that there are I6 types 
of this stamp. Hall and Fulcher refer to a 
block of sixteen giving Type Numbers I to 
8 for the top horizontal row and numbers 9 
to I 6 for the bottom row. This block is now 
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in the writer's collection. An unused strip of 
six, numbers 3 to 8, and a block of six, also 
in the writer's collection, give support to their 
work. The types are difficult to distinguish, 
and there is no room to be dogmatic. 

In the rose stamps, ten types have been 
identified for the 1 real , nine each for the 
2 and 3 real es, fourteen for the 5 reales, and 
one for the 7 reales. 

The lower row of a horizontal block of 
eight of the 5 reales in the writer's collection 
shows transfer folds at the bottom of each 
stamp. The types are Nos. 6, 3, 10, and I I. 

In the type 6 stamp , the bottom frame line 
j umps to a higher level below the " E" of 
" REALES." In the next stamp, the bottom 
frame line invades the colored oval. In the 
type 10 stamp, the right half of the bottom 
frame line has gone, the oval is invaded with 
white, and the lower ends of the "R" of 
" REALES " shortened . Finally, the last 
stamp in the row shows a weakened left half 
of the frame line, which is partly broken in 
the center.( 6 ) (Fig. I3). 

5. The Lo11do11 Philat elist, November, 1918, p. 267. 
6. Other transfer folds are described by Hall & 

Fulcher. See the Lo11do11 Pl1ilatelist, March, 1919, 
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Ten types have been described for the 9 
reales. Type 9 sometimes shows a marked 
w hite flaw on the right arm of the "A" of 
"ESCUELAS" extending to the central oval. 
Another flaw sometimes appears on th e 9 
reales, giving the appearance of a thin waving 
beard extending from the chin almost to the 
edge of the oval. In th e copy in the writer's 
collection, th e re is also a small w hite flaw or 
dot between the "L " and "E" of " REALES." 

The information as to th e numbers printed 
is scanty. Dull gives 25,000 for th e 5 cen­
t avos, 50,000 for the I real, and 10,000 for 
the 2 reales. There is room for further re­
search here . 

(To be Continued) 
LIEUTENANT GENERAL C. W . WICKER­
SHAM is a lawyer, practicing in ew York 
City as a member of th e l aw firm of Cad­
walader, Wickersham & Taft. As a Na­
tional Guard and Reserve officer, General 
Wickersh am se rved in both world wars and 
on th e Mexican Border, having started as a 
private in Squadron A, New York Cavalry. 
In World War II , he was th e Comm and ant 
of th e School of Military Gove rnment of 
th e United States Army at Ch arlottesvill e, 
Va. -and later served abroad as a member 
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of General Eisenhower's st aff, and af ter­
wa rd s as his Acting Deputy in command of 
th e United States Group of the Control 
Council fo r Germany. H e was in charge 
of pl anning the military occupation of Ger­
many, among his other duties. 

After th e war, he was in cha rge of the 
reorganization of the a tional Guard in th e 
l\lletropolitan Area of New York Ci ty, as a 
l\!I ajor General commanding the 42nd In fan­
try Division, and other units, and retired in 
September, 1948 as a Lieutenant General. 

General Wickersham has been a collector 
and student of stamps for many years. He 
has always been interested in philatelic his­
tory, particularly the id enti fica tion of dif­
ferent se ttings and types of early st amps, and 
th e date of their issue and use. Besid es hav­
ing coll ected gener ally, he has specialized in 
th e past in Confederate States, Newfound­
land , P eru, and some of the classics of other 
co untries. 

At th e present time, General Wickersham 
has one of the la rgest collections of th e early 
issues of Venez uela in th e world, which re­
ceived •a First Award at C IPEX in r947. 
This contains many unique items, and he is 
now working on several of the Venezuela 
iss ues to determine th eir types, se tting, and 
dates of iss ue and use. 
France 30c Type Sage Stereo­
type and Electrotype Printings 

The ex istence of stereotype pl ates as an ex­
periment, for ea rly printings of the 3oc Type 
Sage, h as long been on record . But no re­
port on the stamps from such plates or their 
identification , has seen print. 

The first 3oc in Type Sage, issued in 1876 
and with ea rl iest know n date of use June 
11, 1876, is from th e "Type r" or remade 
d ie, with N of I JV under B of REPUB­
L IQUE. 

In accumu lating copies with date visible in 
cancell ation, the present author was seeking 
primarily to discover the time sequence of 
color varie ties. This Type I 3oc va ries from 
almost a bistre-brown to a fairly deep 
gray-brown. 

However, copies showing r876 da tes and 
one w ith a Feb. 24, r877 date showed a 
curiously "rough" appearance. Und"er th e 
low power Greenough microscope, the con-
trast between the 1876-dated copies and all 
save the one later copy mentioned, is striking. 
The 1876 copi es show many breaks and ir­
regularities in th e background lines, and fre­
quent short fi llings-in of the spaces between 
the lines. All th e others lack these features . 

The re is clea rly a difference between the 
plates used for the ea rly printings and those 
used later. Those of us who are fami liar 
with stereotype work, as shown for instance 
on th e " Woodblocks" of the Cape of Good 
Hope, recognize the features of the early 
3oc Type Sages as characteris t ic of stereo­
types. 

Thus we have defi nite evidence that the 
3oc stereo plates were regularly used for 
stamp product ion. 

The word "POSTE" at top of stamp 1s a 
conven ient place for recognition of the 3oc 
stereo product. The ou tlines of the letters, 
normally smooth, are roughly serrate in the 
stereo product. 

Steph en G. Rich 
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UNITED STA TES 
Comment on the lOc stamps of 

1870-1882, with profile 
of Jefferson 
By ELLIOTT PERRY 

(All rights reserved) 

(Continued from page 190) 

POSITION DOTS 

The commonest method of locating the po­

sition on an engraved ("intaglio") pla te into 
which st amp designs are to be entered 
(" rolled" or "rocked "), is by using " position 
dots." When each position ("subject") on a 
plate is entered one at a time from a transfer 
roll h aving one design in relief on its circum­
ference ("single relief roll"), a dot is placed 
on th e plate as a guide to control th e proper 
location of each subject. 

Often the position of each dot is plotted by 
scratching very fine horizont al ?nd vertical 
lines on th e pl ate and makin g a tinv dent with 
a prick punch at their intersect:ons. The 
lines a re spaced so as to allow for the height 
and wid th of the stamp design plus the width 
of th e horizontal and vertical gu tters between 
th e st amps. On some plates th e dots seem to 
have been located by dra·,;·ing prrpendiculars 
from a base and spacing off the proper inter­
vals for th e dots with calipe rs or wi th a scale. 
On such plates tr aces of horizontal or verti­
cal guid e lines may remain on th e plate, but 
not both , except perhaps on or adjacent to an 
outside row. 

These two very similar methods of pre­
pari ng (" layi ng out") a plate for transferring 
stamp designs to it may be considered bas ic. 
Variations a re know n in which additional 
do ts or lines are used. 

After th e dots have been marked , the guid e 
lines which we re used to locate their positions 
are usually erased-more or less completely 
-but as the dots are depressions in the sur­
face of the plate th ey take ink and print as do 
any othe r engr aved dots or lines of th e de­
sign, or traces of guid e lines. 

Without go in g into all th e technical details 
it may be said th at w hen the needle point 
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which is affi xed to the side of the transfer roll 
is opposite the middle of the relief design on 
the roll, turning the roll to bring the needle 
point nearest to the plate, and lowering the 
roll until it makes contact with the plate, and 
the needle point enters th e dot or is exactly 
over the dot, will cause the horizontal middle 
of the relief to be entered on th e plate in line 
with the position dot. 

On many stamps a position dot can be seen 
halfway between the top and bottom and a 
short distance inside the right or left edge of 
th e des ign. Some pl a tes were entered so that 
th e dot comes at the right side but on stamps 
which were iss ued in the 1870s the dot is 
usually at the left, in the narrow colorless 
band which encloses the p~rtrait oval, or be­
tween the band and the edge of th e design. 
If it happens to come farther to the right it 
will be lost in the background of the portrait 
oval. 

There is another reason why certain stamps 
viz., those from th e first (ieft hand) vertical 
row of the left pane of a sheet do not have 
a position dot. In some instances th e same 
reason also applies to the first vertical row 
of the right pane. Altho when a stamp has 
been printed a position dot which appears on 
it may be considered as an added part of the 
des ign of th at particul ar stamp, yet no dot 
which was used with the 1wed!->. po int has any­
thing to rzo with the s ta mp 07'1 w hich it ap­
pears. 

On stamp pla tes the subj ects are commonly 
ente red in vertical rows successively from 
one sid e of the plate to the other so that as 
an obse rver looks a t a st amp sheet the direc­
tion of entering the vertical rows is from left 
to right. (On th e plate itself the direction 
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Figure l A 

A- Round dot in the colorless oval. 

B- Outer line of oval passes throt:gh round dot. 

C- Outer line of oval passes through oval dot . 

D- Dot in the vertical shading between oval and the edge of the shield . 

E- Large oval dot at left edge of the oval line. 

F- Double dot at left edge of the oval line . 

Cr-Multiple dot in the colorless oval. 

H-Double dot in the colorless oval and single dot between the oval and edge of the sh ield . 

J- Dot in the colorless oval , at edge of the colored background . 
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U.S.-JOC JEFFERSON 1870-1882 
is necessa rily reversed because the stamp de­
sign is in reverse). Because of the position 
of the needle point in relation to the relief 
design on the roll that pointer cannot meet or 
"engage" a position dot in the vertical row of 
subjects which are being entered on the plate. 
The pointer engages a dot in the adjoining 
row of dots at left or right. Entry of each 
subject in th e first row is controlled by a 
dot on th e adjacent position in th e next row 
at righ t o r left acco rding to whether the ver­
tical rows a re being entered from left to 
right, o r fro m right to lef t. Entry of sub­
jects in th e second vertical row is controlled 
by dots in the third row, and so on across 
th e plate. The dots which control the last 
row are 111 the margin outside that row. 

For example, in the top row stamp No. I 

has no dot because it is entered from the dot 
on No. 2. Stamp No. 2 is entered from the 
dot on No. 3, and if the dot on No. 2 posi­
tion was far enough inside the place where 
the edge of No. 2 entry comes the dot will 
disappear in th e design of th a t entry. If the 
plate layout is made perfectly, and each sub­
ject is ente red exactly where it should be, 
every dot will come in the same location on 
th e st amps, it will appear there if it can be 
seen at all , or always will be hidden in the 
same place. Hence by using extreme accu­
r acy both in laying out the plate for the en­
tries , and in using th e position dots, the side­
rographer may produce a pl ate on which 
eve ry position dot which comes within a stamp 
design is covered up by the successive entries. 

Actually dots may occur slightly higher or 
• lower and / or to left or right in relation to 

parts of the design on which they appear, and 
may vary in shape or size. Several attempts 
to mark a dot in the correct place may result 
in stamps showing double, triple, or expanded 
dots, or similar tiny montrosities. All the 
st amps which are printed from a plate posi­
tion on which such a characteristic dot or 
cluster of dots was present will show that 
characteristic unless it becomes unrecogniz­
able or disappears entirely from plate wear. 

All this is "elementary, my dear Watson ," 
ye t it is of great importance in studying the 
IOc Jefferson stamps, and particularly in de­
termining which stamps came from which 
plates. On some plates each position was so 
located that the dot was (always?) lost when 
th at position was entered . On other plates 
the dot can be seen in the colorless oval band, 
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or in the fine vertical shade lines between the 
band and the edge of the design. The dots 
may appear on as many as 95 % of the posi­
tions if they are missing on only the first ver­
tical row of th e left pane, or on as many as 
9a % of the positions if they are also missing 
from the first vertical row of the right pane. 
Characteristics which are peculiar to certain 
of the IOc plates will be considereq la ter. 

Figure 7 

Stamp without secret mark from an early 
state of a National plate. The red cancellation 
is "SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL" (Scott catalog 
Type D) . 

NATIONAL PLATES 
The design of the National Bank Note Co. 

stamps of the series of 1870-71 measures 
2ox25 mm. On many stamps which were 
measured the width from side to side. varied 
only slightly but, probably from uneven ver­
tical shrinkage of the paper, some stamps 
measured about one-half millimeter taller or 
shorter than 25 mm. On nine of the eleven 
denominations the engraved oval containing 
the portrait is usu ally (e r very near to) , 
I 5 y:; mm wide, occasionally being nearer to 
15 mm, and rarely being a trifle larger than 
15 ,Y::; mm. 

Sometimes the gutter between the stamps 
in each horizontal row is as much as 3 mm 
wide. Commonly it is 2,Y::; mm wide, and the 
distance from the right edge of a stamp to 
the place where the position dot should come 
on the adjacent stamp at th e right is 5 mm. 
The difference, that is, th e distance from the 
left edge of the stamp to th e location of the 
position dot on that stamp should be 2 mm 
to 2,Y::; mm. 

On the IOc and 12c stamps the portrait 
oval is wider, measuring 16 mm, and the 
shortest distance from the left edge of the 
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U.S.-1oc JEFFERSON r870-r882 
oval to the left edge of the stamp is 2 mm, 
which includes the width of the colorless 
band that surrounds the portrait oval. 
Hence, on roe and r2c stamps from pl ates 
which were laid out as stated , the position 
<lot(s) will be more than 2 mm from th e edge 
of th e stamps, and therefore are always hid­
rl en in th e heavy background near the left 
edge of the portrait oval. 

A variation in th e accuracy of th e plate 
l ayout, or in tr ansfe rring a design to the 
plate, will have the effect of moving th e posi­
tion of a do t in r ela tion to the stamp design. 
If th e apparent movement is only a fraction 
of a millimete r towa rd the left th e dot will 
appea r in the colorless band instead of being 
concealed in th e oval background. Because 
the portra it oval is narrowe r, (and th e frame 
at th e left of the colorless band is wider), on 
denominations other th an th e IOc and r2c, 
position do ts may occur on one or more plates 
of th e othe r denominations, but not neces­
sa rily on all possible positions of any plate. 

Dots have been found on Jc, 2c, 3c, 6c and 
3oc st amp from Nati onal pl ates and a re not 
uncommon on those values. Perhaps the dot 
on the 3oc is best known because it was 
thought to be " the Continental secret mark" 
until the fact became known th at sheets which 
were printed from th e National plate con­
ta ined some stamps w ith th e dot and others 
without th e dot.* The dot on th e 3oc may 
come aga inst th e inner edge of the colorless 
oval band and appear to be an extension of 

Fi gure 8 

Hard pape r s tamp with normal secret mark, 
from a Continental plate ( 23 o r 25), after the 
plate began to show evidence of wear. The 
blue cancellation appears to be " T " and ''S" 
cmtwined as a monogram. 

*See P i\T PARAGRAPHS #sz, page r72 5. 
THE CO
a heavy line of the background. On most of 
the 24c stamps the dot was concealed and per­
haps less than ten subjects on the plate show 
it. 

The 7c pl ate was m ade la ter and the lay­
out was slightly different. The position dot 
is pl aced so as to come at the left of the oval 
band and only one millimeter inside the left 
edge of th e design. Often it may be detected 
in th e ver tical lines of th e frame , opposi te 
Stanton's chin. 

Figure 9 

Stamp on hard paper, with no rmal secret mark 
and showing evidence of a double transfer , from 
Continental plate 23 o r 25 (after re-entry? ) . 
Cancelled in blue with a "REG ISTERED" mark­
ing of a branch of the New York post office. 

CONTINENTAL PLATES 

O n so me (or all ?) of th e ea rlier Continen­
t al Bank Na te Co. plates th e spacing of the 
st amp designs and of the position dots which 
controlled the position of th e "subj ects" was • 
si mil a r to the spacing on the National plates. 
The position dot does not show on st amps 
from the first pair of Contin en tal roe plates 
(Nos. 23 and 25), because it is hidd en in the 
background of th e portrait oval, close to the 
right edge of th e colorless band wh ich sur­
rounds th e oval. 

On some (or a ll ?) later Continental plates 
the position dot comes in th e frame of the 
des ign, 1 _% to 1 y,( inward from the lef t edge . 
On th e roc stamps it is opposite the tip of 
Jefferson 's nose. On stamps from the second 
o r las t pair of Continental plates (Nos. 302 
and 303) , the line which defines th e outer edge 
of th e colorless band passes through the dot, 
or th e dot is slightly to the right in the band 
itself , or is in the ver t ical sh ading to the left 
of th e band. 
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Figure l 0 
Hard paper stamp with normal secret mark. 
from a Continental plate ( 23 or 25 ) , so badly 
worn that many lines have disappeared . The 
black cancellation is a reversed " 4" within a 
heavy circle . 

Figure l l 
Hard paper stamp from such an early state of 
Continental plate 302 or 303 that an extremely 
fine scratch or line shows in the upper part. 
In the illustration this line is greatly exagge­
rated . 

Figure 12 
Hard paper stamp with normal secret mark, 
from a Continer:ital plate ( 302 or 303 ), which 
shows little evidence of wear. The cancellation 
is a black New York postmark of September 
18 78. 
TH E COLL ECTORS C LUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVllI ,
Figure 13 

" Black brown" stamp, with normal secret mark, 
on soft paper. This printing comes from Con­
tinental plate 302 and / or 303 in 1878 or 
1879. The impression is clear and full as from 
an unworn plate, and antedates the hair-line 
and missing secret marks which occur after 
re-entry of the plate ( s ) . 

Figure 14 
Stamp with normal secret mark, on soft paper, 
from re-entered Continental plate 302 (or 
303 ) . The striking cancellation is in black. 

Figure l 5 
Soft paper stamp with very faint hairline secret 
mark, from an unworn state of a re-entered 
Continental plate (302 or 303) . The bold 
target cancellation is in deep violet. 
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•

Figure 16 

Stamp with normal secret mark , on soft paper, 
from a re-entered plate ( 302 or 303 l . The 
French type cancellation in black is a pattern 
of dots surrounding the letters " G P E" 
(GUADALOUPE ) . Another example on the 
1 Oc has been seen . 

AMERICAN PLATES 

 On th e pair of IOc plates which were made 
by th e American B ank N ote Co., (Nos. 377 
and 378) , the position dot comes 2 mm, or 
slightly more, inside the left edge of the 
stamp design and th erefo re is usually hidden 
in th e background of the portrait oval. On 
a few copies it has been seen in the colorless 
band , usually appea ring as an extension of a 
heavy line of th e background. 

SUMMARY 

W ith regard to those posi t ion dots w hich 
we re used to control the entr ies on th e 1oc 
plates, th e comment above may be summa­
rized as fo llows : 

National pl ates; no do ts vis ible ; 
Contin ental pl ates 23, 25; no dots visible; 
Continental pl a tes 302, 303; a dot appears 

either on the line which defines the left edge 
of th e colorless oval band , or slightly to the 
lef t or right of th at line; 

American plates 377 , 378; usually no do t 
appears. On a few positions a dot shows in 
the colorl ess band at th e left edge of th e por­
t ra it oval ; 
THE CO
N o such control dot appea rs on any stamp 
from the first vertical row at the left on any 
sheet from any plate. 

The data which w as available w hen the 
study began indicated th at National plates 18 
and 19 and Continental pl ates 23 and 25 w ere 
w orn out and had been disca rded long before 
1878 when the soft paper came into use. 
Therefo re th e " disappea ring secret marks" 
did not come from any of those pl a tes. Prior 
to th e " re-engr aved" type, th e only oth er 1oc 
pl ates we re th e second pair of ational 
plates, (Nos. 48 and 49, no position do ts), the 
second pair of Continental plates, (Nos. 302 
and 303, many position dots), and the one 
pair of American pl ates, (Nos. 377 and 378, 
occasional pos ition dots) . 

Inves tigating the non-appear ance of posi­
tion dots in rows oth er th an the fi rst vertical 
row, or th e presence and exact location of 
dots in oth er rows, m ay be an example of 
" fl y-speck phil ately" a t its wo rst, ye t, w hen 
the 1oc stamps were sorted according to such 
differences, vari ations of the brown color 
often we re fo und to fi t substant ially well into 
simil ar groupings. 

Other cl ass ifications by va r io us character­
istics were m ade. T o verify an indication 
th at pl ates 302 and / or 303 we re re-entered 
in 1880, st amps w hich showed evidence of re­
entry w ere pl aced in a sepa rate group. An­
oth er group contained hair-line secre t m arks, 
and anoth er had stamps on which no trace of 
a sec ret mark could be seen. A llowance was 
made fo r "overl aps," th at is, stamps which 
showed charac teristics of more th an one 
group, but even so, again a connection ap­
pea red between th e several groupings and 
va ri ations of th e brown color. 

This was real prog ress, fo r altho it d id not 
prove th a t National pl ates 48 and / or 49 we re 
not used by the American B ank Nate Co., for 
soft paper stamps, o r which stamps came 
fro m ei th er of th e American pl ates, or w hich 
pl ates th e hair-line or missing secret marks 
came fro m, it did nar row down the possibil i­
ties and gave a t least one clue to de termining 
a meth od of m aking fu rther progress. 

O n F igure 5 and F igure 6 a position dot 
can be seen at th e outer edge of th e l ine 
w hich defines th e colo rl ess oval. 

(To be Continued) 
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CANADA Sc 1859 
RECORD OF RE-ENTRIES 

By MAJOR G. A. E. CHAPMAN D. s. o. 
W
HILE no claim of urgent need can 
be made in presenting a new ar­
rangement for the study and rec­

ord of the Re-entries, as was the case in re­
numbering the Flaws, ("The Stamp Special­
ist" December, 1948) yet the task has been 
undertaken in firm belief that the changes 
made from the older system are advantage­
ous, notably the revision of the descriptive 
matter, and that in illustrating the Re-entry 
features one chart replaces several loose 
sheets. In add ition opportunity has been 
taken to record Re-entries discovered since 
Senator Calder's list was compiled and to in­
corporate the following innovations. 

Descripti,·e matter is given in unabbreviated form. 
Details pecu liar to certain R e-entries only, are di s­

tin~uishe<l \·vith an "x." 
Flaw s that may be carried are described as well as 

plotted upon the chart. 
The Revised Aaw numbers are given. 
The C dots are described. 
The various States relative to the presence of 

flaws in which re-entered stamp s have been 
found are listed. 

The earliest and latest dated copies noted by the 
writer. 

It is to be clearly und erstood th a t this new 
~rrangement is advocated solely as far as Ex­
amination and Description as me ans to Identi­
fica tion and Record are concerned and that 
any addi tional data and innovations should be 
taken in conjunction with the wealth of m-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII
formation contained in "Some phases of the 
Canada 1859 Issue" by The Hon. J. A. 
Calder. Additional instances of Re-entering 
th a t show a doubl ing of one or more of the 
frame lines only and with very slight, or no 
evidence of any detail within the inner frame 
have been ignored. 

I. The Study of Re-entries is considered un­
der 2 headings, 

A. Description , as a means to identifica­
tion. 

B. Numbering, for purposes of reference. 

IL Before proceeding further , however, it is 
thought advisable to forestall possible uncer­
tainty as to any names and terms used herein 
and in course of description by appending a 
Glossary of those words of which there may 
be doubt. 

Ball 

Brackets 

Cross 
Curved Line 

Flag 
Frame 
1Vl argin 
Ovals 

Clossary 

The circul ar terminal portion of the 
figures 5. 
2 upright curved lines in the Crown­
V. R . Area, one on each side of the 
Crown. 
On top of Crown. 
That separating the ovals of the let­
tering Areas. 
Top portion of the figures 5. 
Frame line, outer and inner. 
Area outside the frames. 
White cu rved bands, inner and outer, 
being the outer part of the lettering 
Area. 
, NO. 4 259 



CANADA 5c 1859 
Path of Search See Para. Y . 
Pearls 
Rosette 

Serif 

Border of Crown. 
2 fo ur-l eaved ornaments set in the 
Solid , one at each end of FIVE 
CE TS. 
Turned up or down addit ions to the 
~ xt rem ities of letters. 

Shamrock East embl em (with Thistle and Rose) 
at bottom of Crown-V. R. Area. 
Vert ica l portion of fi g ures 5. Shank 

Solid 

Spandrel 

The opaque background to the letter­
ing. 
In the Area sense, the four corner por­
tions of the Stamp outsid e the Ovals . 
In actualit y, the background to the 
fi gures 5 in side the inn er frame line. 
THE COLL
III. Description is dependent upon Examina­
tion consequently the procedure adopted of 
examining th e 5c Beaver should be under­
stood but befo re explanation of this is con­
sidered due attention should be given to the 
m anner in which the face of the stamp has 
been divided into named parts to facilitate 
examination (and description) . 
IV. 

Illustrat ion shaded to show the four Areas. 

Partition of the Design 

The over-all design of the stamp is divided in two different ways:-

A. T nto Areas :-Crown-'' · R. embracing sub-a reas -
Spandre ls embracing sub- areas Margin s, Frames, F ives, Spandrel 
Lettering embracing sub-areas CAN ADA, POSTAGE, CENTS, FlVE, Ova ls 
Beaver (Central ) 

B. Into "Qu arters"-each representing respectively the NW NE SE SW portions of the Spandrel Area. 

(See fold - in plate for illustration " exploded" to indicate the " Quarters." ) 
v. 
Procedure of Examination 

In order to effect a uniform description of 
each " Re-entry," the face of each stamp is 
examined in the same manner viz.: The 
Crown Area is scrutinized first, then search 
is continued from the middle of the West 
margin Northwards an<l clockwise round the 
stamp through the 4 Spandrels, thence 
through the lettering Areas (Canad a, Post-
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVllI, NO. 4 



CANADA jC 8 5 9 
age, Cents, Five, including their adjacent 
Ovals and the 2 Rosettes ) and finally into 
the Beaver (Central) Area. For the sake 
of subsequent reference it is proposed th at 
this be known as the " P ath of Search." 

Numbering of "New" Re-entries 

VI. 

Since the numbers allotted to Re-entries 
by Senator Calder (London Phil atelist , 
March-M.ay 1939) fortunately can be re­
t ained the matter of numbering remains for 
consideration only in relation to Re-entries 
subsequently noted for r ecord (past or 
future). 

The method whereby the Re-entries already 
listed have been marsh alled into numerical se­
quence is to be followed in deciding where 
the new Re-entries should be fitted in . It 
may be as well therefore to recapitulate the 
schedule of Area numbers. 

I. The Crown-V. R. Area N. W. Quarter -··· ... 1.A 
N. E. Quarter ··----···-· 1.B 
South half ....... . ....... T.C 

3. The lettering Areas CANADA ··········-···-·-··--·· 3.A 
POST A(;E ············-·····-·-·· 3.B 
CENTS -·-···-······-············-· 3.C 
FIVE ······-···-···-······-·········· 3.D 

2. Spandrel Areas NW Quarter ······-·······-······-····· 2.A 
NE Quarter ·················-········· 2.B 
SE Quarter ··-···········-············ 2.C 
SW Quarter ····---·········· 2.D 

-l· The Beaver Area. 

I. To classify. Note the first three Re-ent ry features 
along the "Path of Search" of the stamp 
under examination and record them in terms 
of numbers as per the foregoing schedule. 
For example :-A feature found in, say, the 
Lettering Area, is at once labelled 3 and 
si nce it occurs in, say, the 11 Cents" quarter, it 
becomes 3.C; an d so in like manner with 
the other 2 selected features. 

2. To number. The now completely classified Re­
entry is fitted into its position among the 
classification numbers listed in Column 2 of 
the Classification Table. Example :-As­
sume that the first three features on conver­
sion to numbers become 2.C., 3.A., 3.D. then 
by comparing them with those in Column 
2 it will be recognized that they fit in be­
tween z.C. , 3A., 3C. and z.C., 3.B., 3.C. 
which it will be noted are Re-entries 52 and 
53. 
The "new" Re-entry consequently becomes 
52:t. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII,
VII. 

Instances are likely to re-occur where the 
Classification numbers of a new R e-entry will 
be found to match those of two or more Re­
entries already li sted. In such case the 
li sted Re-entry to be followed in numerical 
sequence will be the one that has its earliest 
feature (not being the same one) closest to 
that of the new R e-entry on the starting 
point side. 

The Chart 

For use in conjunction with the descriptive 
column of the Classification Table and to 
replace the several loose sheets of illustra­
tions hitherto used, a "Chart" is provided 
consisting of 4 panels (enlargements of the 
5c stamp) upon which may be seen at a 
glance examples of all the chief Re-entry 
features (except those of The Major Re­
entry which is recognisable immediately) and 
such flaws as may be carried upon re-entered 
stamps on record to date. Each feature is 
numbered to indicate the Re-entry of which 
it is a part, and where a feature is connected 
to more th an one number that feature is 
common to the other Re-entries as numbered. 

The Beaver Area, hitherto unproductive 
of any important Re-entry feature, has been 
omitted in favour of presenting "Cut-outs" 
of the Crown-Y. R. Area upon which to con­
veniently plot th e Re-entering th at occurs 
therein. 

Except in a few exceptional cases no at­
tempt has been made to reproduce fe;itures 
faithfully for not only is it impossible to de­
pict in limited space the varying sta tes in 
which a feature may be found owing to wear, 
etc. but in order that all the chief features 
of each Re-entry may be included upon the 
Chart those of very similar appearance­
notably the doubling of the '5s-are repre­
sented by one reproduction . 

Classification Table 

VIII. 

This Table has been reconstructed (see ex­
ample below) and is applicable to all recorded 
Re-entries. Column 4 of · Senator Calder's 
Table has been dropped, Columns 6 and 7 
have been revised and m~rged into one and a 
column for the C dot has been added. 
 NO. 4 26I 



CANADA 5c 1859 
Classification Table 

Number Glau. No. D escriptiotJ Flaw Per/. C. dot I Notes 

38 !IA, IIIA, IIIB N. W. Spandrcl, frames doubled W. of. 118 x R E. l\!argin 

C(AN), doubling of solid over. 12 

(PO)ST, Splash below E. side 

F118. F(I)VE, 3 dashes in. 

of. 

I 
The following are the Columns m order 
of arrangement. 

I. R e-entry Number. 

2. Classification Numbers. 

3. Description (forme rl y " Re-entry details"). In en­
deavour to render Description as concise as pos­
sible, the eye is first directed to the portion of the 
stam p that carries or is near the Re-entry feature 
to be indicated, and where letters are concerned 
the key one is placed in brackets. For exam pl e, 
"Doubling over AG or TAGE" would appear 
as "T(AG ) E, doubling over." 
In further cause of simplicity and brevity the 
descriptive text contains such references as 
"Flag," "Ball ," and "Cross"-it being considered 
superfluou s to add "of 5" or 11of Crown." 
Anatomical terms such as Arm, heel, neck, 
shoulder, toe, etc. are employed as short cuts to 
point to Letter parts. 
Where a feature, although possibly of compara­
tive unimportance, is peculiar to any one stamp 
only, it s description is preceded by an "x." 
Details as to Flaw s that the stamp may carry 
are included, as if present they will conclusively 
cl inch identification. 

4. Flaws. The number ( R evised) of the Raw or 
llaws that may be carried by the said Re-entered 
sta mp. 

5. Perfs. For the sake of space and brevity the three 
Perforation states are indicated :-11 :y.\ x 11:y.\ 
by 11, 11 :y.\ x 12 by X, and 12 x 12 by 12. 

6. C. dot. The C dot has proved such an important 
aid to identification that endea vour has been made 
here, through the medium of a K ey, to describe 
its location an d peculiarities, if any. While in a 
few instances the dot can be described accurately 
by this method, yet in the majority of cases 
description can be only approximate. However, 
even if de scription is only approximate, concrete 
information as to whether the C dot is present 
or is not present is of value, and furthermore, 
detailed data can not but be of additional help, if 
only in negative fashion, 
THE CO
Illustrating The " C" Dot 

The most usual pos1t10n of the C dot, and 
consequently considered Normal would ap­
pear to be at the intersection of two imagi­
nary lines: 

( 1) One ,·c rtical , being halfway between the 
centre of the body of C and its E edge. 

(2) the other horizontal, being midway between 
the top of the tail of C and a point in the 
gap half way between the tail and head 
of C. 

The meaning of the letters of the K ey 
below is in relation to or based upon com­
parison with the above described Normal 
position. 

- - No C dot is apparent 

C - C dot is reported to be present 

D - Dot is doubled 

E - Dot touches E edge of body of C 

H - High 

HH - Very high 

N - Normal , as shown above 

L - Low 

LL - Very low 

R - Right, not touching 

S - Strong 

W - Left (West ) 

w - weak 

2 2 dots 

3 3 dots 
unobserved 

E edge 
Examples :-EHH-Much higher than normal and touching East Edge. 

RL & - = Lower to the right of normal. Also found without C dot. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIll , NO. 4 
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Agenda 

The Classification Table is followed by an 
Agenda containing data regarding:-

State. Re-entered stam ps known to carry one or 
more Flaws may be found in varying 
States in as far as the presence of the 
tla ws is concerned. In one "State" no 
fl~ ws ma y be present, in others any one or 
more may be absent dependent upon the 
date of birth and life span of each Raw. 
For exa mple a Re-entered stamp known to 
possibly ca rry 2 Raws, Y and Z, might 
exist in 4 States, i.e., ( 1 ) With no Raws, 
(z) with Y on ly, (3) with Z only, ( 4 ) 
with Y and Z. Furthermore, the fact that 
a few stamps are known both with and 
without a C dot in itself creates 2 ad ­
ditional States (unless the case is such that 
a Raw occurs only when the C dot is pres­
ent and not when it is absent-and vice 
versa.} 

Dates. Earlies t and latest dated copies noted by 
the writer. 

I den ti ficat ion 

The easiest and most rapid method of 
identifying Re-entries has been found by the 
writer to be in recognising upon the Chart 
( noting their numbers thereon) any salient 
features the stamp may carry. Should such 
features be labelled with similar numbers 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . X.XVIII,
progress towards identification is sure_ly in­
dicated and may possibly be satisfactorily 
confirmed by comparison with details under 
the said number in the Classification Table. 
Should it happen that a salient feature when 
recognized upon the Chart is found to be 
noi:ed as being peculiar only to a certain Re­
entry or perhaps to be labelled as a listed 
Flaw then Identification may be considered 
to be established. However all details in 
the Classification Table relating to that Re­
entry should be checked in order to render 
corroboration as complete as possible. 

In the event of the above procedure proving 
abortive recourse will have to be made to the 
Classification process as outlined in para. VI. 
If the resulting group of numbers tallies with 
one (there being only one) in Column 2 of 
the Table it is possible that the two Re-en­
tries are similar. However since Classifica­
tion is based upon areas of the stamp two 
totally different Re-entry features may pro­
duce the same Classification number on ac­
count of being in the same sub-area, a fact 
that results in the grouping of different Re­
entries under one Classification number. Con­
sequently study and comparison of each 
Reentry of the group to which the new 
Reentry has been found to belong may be 
necessary in order to effect identification. 
CANADA Sc 1859 

RE-ENTRIES 

No. Closs. No. D esc ription Flaw Perf. C. dot Notes No. 

--- - -- ---
\ r .A- 1.B- 1.C The Major Re-entry. Re-entering, strongest 12 LW From the last I 

on the W. side, appears in nearly all parts pl ate. 
of the design . Next stamp s. 

carries Re-
entry 25 

2 1.A- 1.B-1.C Crown, doubling of inner frame & covered line 59 x - Pos. 93 or 98, 2 
over both halves of. next stamp E. 

x (V )-R., 2 dots m centre of E. arm and 59• 12 having full s. 
doub ling of W . arm of. Imprint 

S.W. Pearl s doubled. 
W. bracket, doubling of S. half of. 

x CAN(ADA ) , doubling in , and below DA~ 
( POST )AGE, doubling in. 
(CE ) NTS, a mass of dots in . 
Fl (VE ) , doubling under. 
F.59 W. frames, 2 dots level with AD, one 

between and one outside . 
F.59• Beave r, dot just above hill over eye of. 
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No. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CANADA 5c 1859 

Class. No. _ , __ -_______ v_e_s_cr_i_p_ii_o_n ________ , __ F_I_a_w __ P_e_r_f. _ _ c_. d_.0_1_
1 

___ N_o_1_e_s _ _ 1~ 
1.A-1.B-1.C 

1.A-1.B-1.C 

i.A-1.B-1.C 

1.A-1.B-1.C 

1.A-1.B-1.C 

r.A-1.B-2.A 

Cross JS doubled. 
W. bracket, doubling on E. side of. 
N.E. pearls are doubled. 
E. bracket, doubled inside. 

x V.-R., dot in base of V an d doubling of R. 
N .W. 5, clear doubling on back of. 
CANA(DA), doubling in and dot in toe of D. 

x POST AGE, doubling m base of and above 
O.S. & of curved line over. 

F. 177 PO(S)T, splash inside Beaver area 
below centre of ( lower than F4•). 

Cross is doubled. I 
W. bracket, a dash le vel with N. point of 

Sol id through. 
x E. bracket, doubled W. and with splashes m-

side. 
V.- (R ), doubled inside. 
W. inner frame, doubling N. 
E. inner frame, doub1 ing S. 
CANA(DA ), doubling over and under. 
W. rosette, 2 dots at base of S.W. leaf of. 
W. rosette, splash in oval E. of N.E. leaf of. 

(u nli sted flaw) 
F. 13-4 POS(T), sp lash m outer oval over 

N. arm of. 

W. bracket, sp las h near S. end of solid insid e. 
E. bracket, sp las h opposite toe of P. inside. 
(V)-R. doubling inside E. serif of. 

x S.E. 51 peculiar doubling cuts inner frame E. 
x S.E. 5 and S.W. 5, dot at bottom centre of 

flag of each. 
x S.W. 5, v. pronounced spur at centre of b~ck 

of. 
C (AN ) ADA, doubling above. 

x ( P) OST AGE, 2 splashes in inner oval N.W. 
of. 

C(E)NTS, dot high W. in body of. 
F50 S. W. 5, splash in spand rel E. of top 

of body of. 

W. bracket, splash near S. end of Solid inside. 
E. bracket, N. point of Sol id extends to. 
V.-(R) .• 2 dots in top of r in center of 

stem of. 
S.E. 5, doubled. 
S.W. flag, dot at low center of. 
E. rosette, dots in N.W. and N.E. leaves of. 
CE NT ( S), sp lash high on edge of belly of. 
W. rosette, splash at tip of S.W. leaf of. I 
V.-(R) .. three dots m cross, inner frame 

doubled E & W of. 
N.W. 5, doubling of shoulder of. 
N.E. flag, line in base of. 
Cross, dot N.W. of IS likely a flaw as the 
stam p is not of the N. margin. 
POST, doublini: of solid x of curved line 

over. 

W. bracket, splash near N. point of Solid in- I 
side and one touching~- point. 

S.E. pearl, dash from S. end of E. bracket to. 
Shamrock doubled S.W. of V. (R ). 

x CA (NA) DA, vertical stroke through outer 
oval an d into N.W. spandrel W . of. 

CANA(DA ) .. a dot low m each and a dash 
under W. toe of A. 

x C ( E ) NTS, 3 dot s vertically in stem of. 
F . 17.i W. rosette, splash on N. side of oval 

N . of (farther S. than F. 120 ). 

134 

174 

12 

12 

x 
12 

12 

12 

x 
12 

N 
& 

H 

I 3 

4 

PL. 2 pos. 9 5 
F 50 occurs on 
stamp having 
C dot 

Pos. 2 or 61 

as stamp be­
low has full 
W. Imprint 

Distinguishing 
details of each 
of the three 
types of this 
stamp are giv­
en in the 
Table belo w. 
F174 ocwrs on 
stamp withont 
C dot. 

6 

7 

8 
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No. 

9 . 

10 

II 

12 

13 

Perfnratio;1 
C dot 
Slnmrock, doubling of. 
Short transfer, below N .E. 
Fl aw 17~ 

Type I Type II 
11 ~x12&12x12 12 x 12 

Absent Present 
Present Possibly faint sign. 
Present Present 
Present Absent 

Type Ill 
12 x 12 
Present 
Absent 
Absent 
Absent 

{ 

Prefence of F. 17 4 ------- -------------------------------------------Type I 
For rapid recognition Presence of C dot & Short Transfer _______________________ Type II 

Absence of short transfer --------------------------------- _ _ Type II I 

Class. No. D escription 

r.A- r.B-2.B W. bracket, a thin dash through top of. 
W. bracket, a splash below S. point of Solid 

inside. 
Crown, doubling of E. pearl of. 

x N.W. ball , dot 111 top of. 
N.E. s, doubling of flag and of body of. 
S.E. s, doubled. 
(C ) ANADA, dot low in body of. 
CA ( N ) ADA, doublin!: of 011ter curved line 

a'.ove N. of. 
x CENTS, doubling throughout top of. 

Fla ov Per/. C. dot 

x 
12 

Notes 

I 
1.A-1.B-2.B W. bracket, splash near N. point of Solid in- 181 

side. 18 1 " 

Cross , doubling of cross bar of. 
x N.E. 5 1 dot high inside against West curve of 

body of. 

II 

x 
R PL. 1 pos. 

58 1 

S.E. 5, doubled S. 
CA (ADA ) , a dot high 111 A and a line 

down W. leg of 2nd A. 
POSTAGE, doubling 111 0 and a splash 111 

S. curve of S. 
E. rosette, dot at base of S.E. leaf of. 
F. 18 1 Beaver, dot just E. of tai l of. 
18 1" CEN (T ) S, dot 111 outer oval below E . 

toe ·of. 

I 

No. 

9 

10 

r.A-r.B-3.B W. bracket, doubling on E. of N. half of. 9 II 

x 
12 

LR PL. I pos. IO 11 
Crown, N.E. pearls doubled. 
( P ) OST AGE, doubling in stem of. 
Guide Dots at N. corners. 

F. 9 Sun , a thickening of the tree_ b_e_lo_,_v_. ---'---'-----'-----'----- --'----
1.A-1.C-2.A W. bracket, fine dash from N. W. pearl 

throu~h top of. 
( V. ) -R., doubling of inner side of W. arm of. 
N.W . 5. doubled S. 

x N.W. s, dot in right centre of body of and 
two at bottom of shank of. 

N.E. 5, doubled S. 
x S.E. 5, doubling crosses S. mner frame below 

E. side of. 
CA ( N ) AD(A ) , dots 111 N and A and one 
~elow E. foot of A. 
POSTAGE, doubling under. 
POST AGE, dot low right m 0 and one m 

W. toe of T. 

1.A-1.C-2.A x Crown, horizontal dashes from N. W. and S. 141 
pearls. 
W. bracket, tiny splash inside S. half of. 
V. - ( R ) ., doubled E. and 2 dots in stem of. 
N.W.s, dot high in centre of body of, & on< 

lower. 
N.W. 5, heavy doubling on back of. 
N.E. 5 , dot at high centre and 2 small ones 

lower. (v. like 15 ) 
S.E. 5, doubling m. 

x 
12 

12 

- S. margin 

PL. 2 pos. 88 

12 

13 
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CANADA 5c 1859 
No. 

13 

'5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Class. No. D escription Flaw Per/. C. dot Notei No. 

FJ(VE) C(E)NTS, doubling m. 
F. 141 S.E. 5, curved scratch m margin E. 

of bottom of. 

r.A-2.C-2.B W . bracket, splash opposite toe of A . against 
Solid in side. 

x V.-(R )., vertical dash through cross-bar of. 
x N .W. flag, dot inside on low edge of. 

N .E. Rag, line low in E. end of. 
( P ) OSTAGE, small sp lash in inner oval 

N.W. of nose of. 
(not trian!!ular as in 19 ) 

( P ) OSTAGE, doubling of outer curved line 
over. 

E. rosette, splash at base of N .E. lea f of. 
( Fl ) VE (CE)NTS, dots in . 
W. rosette, splash on E. side of N.W. leaf of. 
F 69 Sun, splashes as eyebrows to. 
F.69"V.-(R ). Cloudy area just below. 

1.A- 1.C-2.B Crown, da sh from 3rd pearl ( low ) on W . of. 
V.- ( R ) . doubled . 
N.E. 5, dot at high centre and scra tch f'ow in 

body of. ( V. like 13). 
CAN(AD)A, dot low 111 A and a dash low 

111 D. 
x ( P ) OST AGE, Splash in inner oval over cen­

tre of stem of. 
( P ) OSTAGE, doubling of outer curved line 

ove r. 
( P ) OSTAGE, doubling of curved line over 

OS. 
(P)OSTAGE, dot s etc. in OS. 
C(E)NTS, doubling over. 
W . ro sette, spla sh at junction of E. leaves of. 

1.A- r.C-2 .C x ~'. bracket, spl ashes oppo, ite top and bottom 
of Solid in sid e. 

V.-( R )., 3 dots in. 
S.E . 5, doubled solid . 
C(E) NTS, splash high aga inst W . edge in. 
E. rosette, splash across tip of N.W. leaf of. 

1.A -2.A-2.D W. bracket, N. half doubled in sid e. 152 
N .W . corner, both frames doubled N . and W. 
S.W. 5, doubling of body v. definite. 
S.W. 5, comet-like dot high W . inside body of. 
(C ) ENTS, line 111 top of. 
( F!V ) E, doubling in. 
F. 152 ( F) IVE splash m outer oval below 

toe of. 

1.B- 1.C-2.A E. bracket , splash level with toe of P inside. 
V .-R. doubled. 
N.W. 5, dot in fl ag just above shank of. 

x N.E. ball , dot low m. 
S.E. 5, clea r doubling of body of. 
S. W. 5, dot v. high 111 bod y and one l~wer 

left. 
S. \¥ . 5, a small spur on centre of back of. 
POS (T ) AGE, a splash low right m. 

x C ( E ) NTS, a dot in S. and centre serifs of. 
Fl V ( E ), sr I ashes m both centre and S. 

serifs of. 
F I VE CENTS, doubling below. 

1.B- 1.C-3.A E. bracket, splash level with toe of P in side. 
( V . )-R, dot at top of right arm of. 
CANAD(A), doubling of Solid and in outer 

ova l above. 

x 
12 

I2 

II 

x 
12 

II 

x 

12 

II 

x 
12 

13 

- PL. 2 pos. 7 '4 

•5 

HE PL. 1 pos. 42 16 

s PL. 1 pos. 16 17 

PL. 2 pos. 80 18 
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CANADA 5c I859 
No. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

Class. No. D escription 

x (P)OSTAGE, triangular splash in inner oval 
o\·er point of Solid (farther W. than in 
q ) . 

( P) OST AGE, doubling over OS. 
(P)OSTAGE, splashes low in 0. T. and A. 
CENT(S), horizontal scratch in centre of. 
W. rosette, splash at base of N. W. leaf of. 

i 1.B-1.C-3.A E. bracket, doubling S. inside and outside. 
V.-R., ~oth doubled. 

I x CAN(ADA ) , line 111 base of. 
FIVE CENTS, sp lashes in. 

1.B-2.A-2.B E. bracket, 2 sp lashes high inside & one low 
outside. 

E. bracket , N. point of Solid extends to. 
N.W. flag, dot in N.W. corner of. 
POST(AGE), 3 spaced dots under. 

x N.E. ;, dash across shank of. 
x CENT(S), t ri anguln r spla sh on belly of. 

C ( EN ) TS, dashes in. 
F l\' (E ) , splash high in stem of. 
W. rosette, irregular sp lash in E. leaves of. 
F. 42 S.E. Ball heavy dash across bottom of. 

1.B -2.A-3.A E. bracket, sp lash opposite toe of P. inside. 

1 • .B-2.C-2.D 

1.B-2.C-3.C 

N.W. flag, inner frame doubled W. of. 
(CAN ) ADA, solid doubled over and line 

in base of A. 
x POS(T ) AGE, sp las h in outer oval over stem 

of. 
W. rosette, 2 dots at base of S.W. leaf of. 

Crown, marginal dot N.E. of. (a flaw?) 
S.E. 5, doubled S. 
S.W. 5, doubling of body and flag of. 
S.\V. 5, S?1ash at top of body m. 
W. rosette, dot at base of S.E. leaf of. 
F. 55 ( F ) !VE, faint scratch running S.W. 

from . 
F. 55" Sun, long scratch from POST (A)GE 

below. 

E. bracket, dash cuts N. half of. 
x S.E. ball, doubling cuts inner frame below. 

S.E. 5, a curved scratch high in body of and a 
dot in ball of. 

CENT(S ), 3 dots one high and 2 low m 
belly of. 

x Fl\ ' ( E ), splash in centre of stem of. 
W. rosette, splash 111 S.E. leaf of. 

1.B-2.D-3.A E. bracket, sp la shes opposite top of P & onr 
oppo site toe of P inside. 

x Fl VE. diverging line from outer frame below. 
CAN A ( D ) A, vertical da sh at bottom of 

stem of. 
(CEN ) TS, dot 111 top of C, m centre of E 

and at top and bottom of N. 
F(l)V(E ) , an oblique dash low in l and 3 

tiny scratches 111 E. 

_2_6 __ 
1
_=---=--"7"'1 (Dropped, being conside red a weak 2 l ) 

27 1.C-2.B-2.C x (V ) .-R , doubl~ng down centre of ·w. arm of. 

I 

N.E. 5. dot high m body of. 

28 

x (C ) ENT(S ) , doubling in C and 3 vertical 
dots in belly of S. 

Fl(VE) , doubling in. 

1

2.A-2 .B-2.C I N .W . 5, doublmg of back of. 
x N .E. 5, dot in body leading to ball of. 
' S.E. 5, dot low and high in body of. 

Flaw Per/. C. dot 1Votes No. 

42 

x 
12 

x 
12 

(2 

x 
12 

II 

x 
12 

12 

N 

N 

S. margin 20 

PL. 1 pos. 40 21 
Next stamp 
N. is RJ8" 

v. similar to 22 

No. 4 , possibly 
the same 
stamp. 

PL. 1 pos. 151 

- Stamp immedi- 25 
ately N. car-
nes The :M a-
jor Re-entry. 

26 

x - Position 92 or 27 
12 97 the next 

stamp E. hav­
ing full S. 
Imprint. 

12 I South margtn I 28 
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CANADA 5c 1859 

No. Class.No. D escription Flaw Per/. C. dot No . 

---
28 s.w. 5, 2 dots in shank of. 28 

C ( A ) ADA, doubling Ill N . foot of A and 
Ill dia gonal of N . 

CENTS, dots in all letters. 
FIV (E ), dot h igh E. in stem of. 

29 2.A-2.B-2.C CANA ( D ) A, dot between N. frames above. 4 12 - PL. 2 pos. 98 29 
N.E . 5, inner frame doubled above. 4• May carry s. 
S.E. 5, doubling of body and Rag of. Imprint. 

x C ( EN ) TS, ma rginal dot below. (Type 2 ) 
F. 4 "The N.E . Void" cutting frames above 

N.E. 5. 
F. 4• PO (S) TAGE , spla sh Ill Beaver Area 

touching line below W. side of. 

30 2.A-2.C-2.D N .W . s, cloubl in g of back of. r78 x N 30 
N.W. 5, N inner frame doubl ecl along length 12 

of spanclrel. 
S.E. 5, doub ling inside bod y of. 
s.w. ball sma ll cur ved das h Ill. 

C ( E ) NTS, cloubling Ill . 

( F ) IVE, coubl ing iQ serif s of. 
F. 178 Sun, 2 spla shes outsid e over E.eye of. 

31 2.A -2.C-3.A N.W. 5, imler fram e doubled ove r. x WH 31 
NW. ;, cloubling of bocly ancl Rag of. 12 
S.E. ;, cloubling of in side of body of. 
(CAN ) ADA , doubling of curved l ine ove r. 
FIVE CENTS, doublin g th roughout. 
W. rosette, dot at tip of S. E. leaf of. 

32 2.A -2.C-3.C S.E. 5, doub led solicl outsicle. Tl - 32 
S.E. 5, both frames cl oubl ecl E. of. T2 
CEN (TS ) . 2 splashes Ill Outer oval below. --- - --

33 2.A -2.D N.W. 5, doubl ing of fla g insid e and of back x W. 33 
of. 

N.W. ;, rnne r frame <loubl ed W . of. 
S.vV. s. inner frame cloublecl W. of. 
( CA ) N (AD ) A , cun·ed line IS doubled over 

--- oute r frame is v. weak at both W . corners. - - -- --
34 2.A-2.D-2.D N.W. 5, inner frame cloubl ed W . of. 12 LR 34 

s.w. 5. Rag and body doubl ed an d dot high 
w. in. 

FI ( V ) E, cloub ling in. 
w. rosette, splash at ba se of S.E. leaf of. 

35 2.A-3.A N.W. Spa ~clrel , outer frame <loublecl w. of. 11 H East margin I 35 
( CANA ) DA , curved line an d solid doubl ed x 

over. 12 
x C ( A ) NADA, scratch Ill oval below s. foot 

of. 

12.A-3.A 

I 
N.W. Spand rel , fr ames doubl ecl W. of. I 
(CA ) NADA, curvecl l ine doubl ed above. 
S.E. 5, outer fr ame E. of, may be retouched. 

12 I LRw I 
37 2.A-3 .A CA ( N ) ADA, inner frame cloubl ed W. of. x LL PL. I pos. 9 37 

CA ( N ) A DA, Solid and curved I ine doubled II 

over. 
Guicl e cl ots at both N. co rner s. 
F. 164 N .. W. Rag, dot on S. edge nea r tip of. 

38 2.A-3 .A-3 .B C( ANAD ) A , inner frame cloublecl W . of. 118 x 

I 
H Eas t m arg in 38 

(CAN ) ADA, curved line cloubled over. 12 
x P (O ) STAGE, clot below E. cent re of. 

C ( E ) NTS, 2 clots at centre of stem of. May 

I 
be a clot S.E. of S. 

F. 11 8, F ( l ) VE, 3 da shes in. 

38" 12.A-3.A-3 .B W . frames, N . ha lf of both doubled. 

of l 

x HR PL. I pos. 30 38" 
CANA(D ) A, faint dot at low centre 12 Nr t stamp S. 

stem of. ca ries Re~ 
x P (O ) ST, clot at high centre of E. half of. I entry 2 I. 

39 2.A-3.B N.W. Spandrel , inner frame doub led W. of. --- __ 1_2_ 39 
POST (AGE ) , curved line doubl ed over. 
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N o. Class . No . 

---
40 2.B-2 .C 

41 2.B -2.C-2.D 

42 2. B-2.C-2.D 

43 2.B-2 .C-2.D 

4 4 2. B-2.C-2.D 

443 2. B-2 .C-2 .D 

45 2.B-2.C-3.B 

46 2.B-2.C-3.B 

47 2.B -2.D 

47• 1.B-3.C 

48 2.C-2.C 

49 2.C-2 .C 

- --
49• 2.C-2.C 

49" 2.C-2.C 

I 

CANADA 5c 1859 

D euription 

N.E. flag, line in base of. 
S.E. 5, doubling of base of. 
F. 89 CENT (S), a doubl e dot in outer oval 

below. 

N .E. 5 1 inner frame doubl ed over. 
x S.E. and s.w. s' s doubling of flags and 

bodies of. 
S.E. and S.W . 5 's dot high inside on W. edge 

of each. 
POST (AGE ), cur ved line doubl ed abo ve. 
( FIV ) E, doublin g ltl . 

N.E. 5, outer frame doubl ed above. 
both I S.E . 5, solid doubling of bod y of and 

f ra me s E. of. 
S.W. s, outer fr ame doubled W . and S. of. 

x E. frames doubled throughout. 
S.E . s. doubling of bod y of. 
S.W. 5, outer frame doubled S. of. 
PO (STAGE ) , curved line doubled O\'er . 

N.E. 5, doublin g of f ra mes E. of 
S.E. s. doubling inside shoulder of. 
S.E. s, both fr ames doubled below. 
S.W. fl ag, doubling of outer frame W. of. 

N.E. Aag, horizontal I ine in centre of W. end 
of. 
S.E. 5, fa int spl as h in spandrel over bod y of. 
S.W . s. 2 margin al guide dots W . of. 

x F!V ( E ), line in base of. 
W. rosette, dot at junction of E. leave s of. 

N.E. fla g, line '" low in ba se of. 
S.E. 5. doubling at base of. 
P (OS ) TAGE, doublin g of Sol id 
CEN (TS ) , doubling below. 

E. frames doubled N. and s. 
S.E. 5, solid doublin g of bod y of. 
W . corners, guide dots on W . of. 

over. 

x N.E. fl ag, dot in centre of W. end of. 
S.W . ball , doubling cuts inner fr ame W. of . 

x CANAD ( A ) , spl as h over point of Solid N.E. 
of. 

F!V ( E ), dot hi gh E. in stem of. 
F53 dropped being part of Reentry as above. 
F3" dropped being part of Reentry as above. 

x E. bracket , faint hair line through top of. 
N .W. 5, 2 dots in shank of. 
CE ( N ) T (S ), dot in E. foo t of N. and one 

high in bell y of S. 

S.E. 5, doublin g of bod y of. 
S.E. 5, spl ash at low centre of bod y of. 
F176 V.- (R ), vertical scra tch below stem of. 

S.E. 5, solid doublin g of bod y of. 
S.E. 5, both fr ames doubl ed E. of. 
S.E. 5, a splash aga inst bottom of W . side in-

side of body of. 

S.E. 5, doubl ed, also both fr ames E. of. 
F E3 " CENT (S) , spl ash in oute r oval S.S.W. 

of. 

S.E. 5, doubled hi gh E. inside 
S.E. 5, S. frames doubled below. 
PO (ST ) AGE, scratches in S. and und er T . 

x FI (VE ) dashes in and one N.E. of E. 

I 

Flaw 

89 

176 

E3" 

C3 ' 

Per/. C. dot No . 

------ .. 
- --

x LLR 40 
12 

12 - May carry s.1 41 
Imprint. 

(Type 4 ) 

12 - 42 

12 Rw Pos. 31 or 8 r. 43 
the next stamp 
N. being re-
ported as hav-
ing full W. 
imprint. No. 
W. margin 
guide dots! 

x N 44 

II HHW PL. I pos. II 

11 LLR 45 

12 HHE PL. 2 pos. 1 46 

JI - IPL. I pos. 21 47 

x LL Pos. 22 47° 
12 

x LR Pos. IO 48 
12 

--- ---
x - Pos. 21 or 71 49 
12 May carr y W. 

[mprint. 

------
12 - 49° 

- - - ---
x ? 49• 

I 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV!Il , NO. 4 



CANADA 5c 1859 

No. Class . No. D escript ion Flaw Per/. C. dot No. 

------
50 2.C-2.D-3.A S.E. s, doubling of. II R PL. 1 pos. 43 50 

s.w. 5, clear doubling of body and Aag of. x 
x S. W . 5, 2 dots one above the other, at top of I2 

W. side of body of. 
CA(N)ADA, dot in diagonal of. 
POSTA {GE ), doublin g in outer ova l E. of. 
.C(E)NTS, 2 dots in S. se rif of. 
FTV ( E ), dot high in centre arm of. 
W . rosette, dot at base of S.E. leaf of. 

5I 2.C-3.A S.E. s. solid doubling of. 37 II - 5I 
S.E. .S, outer frame doubled E. of. x 

x CANA (DA). sp lash Ill inner ova] over. I2 
F37 S.E. Aag, marginal splash E. of. 

52 2.C-3.A-3.C S.E . ;. doubling of bod y of. I2 HW 52 
S.E. ; . small splash inside shoulder of. 
C(AN)ADA, doubling of curved lin e over. 
( F ) IVE, doubling in . 

53 2.C-3.B-3.C S.E. ;, doubling of body of (may cut frame ). x - 53 
POSTAG ( E ). doubled and doubl ing of curved 12 

line over. 
FIV (E ) , dot in S. serif of. 
w. rosette, dot at base of S.E. leaf of. 

54 2.C-3.C S.E. ;, doubling of body and outer frame E. I44 x LLR PL. 2 pos. 2 54 
of. I2 

F144 CEN (T ) S, spl ash in inner oval below 
stem of. ---

55 2.C-3.C S.E. ; , Solid doubling of. I2 - 55 
S.E. s. both frames doubl ed E. of. 

55 • 2.C-3.C-3.D E. outer frame doubled s. 26 12 HR Pos. II or 61 55" 
S.E. Aag, dot low Ill centre of. 26• 
CEN(TS ) , splash Ill oval over and doubling 

under. 
FIVE, dots 111 . 

P{O ) STAGE, splash high N.E. inside. 
F26 V .-( R. ) , dot in centre of stem of. 
F26" S.W. 5, dot in centre of body of. 

56 2.D-2.D s.w. s, doubling of body of. x N 56 
s.w. ; . both frames doubled under. 
s.w. 5. dot low in shank of. ---

57 2.D-3.D-3.D x s.w. 5, 2 dots one in nose and one at top 12 HW PL. 2 pos . 99 57 
of shank and a crescent in ball of. 

( F ) IV (E), doubling in F. and dots in E. 
W. rosette , dot in N.W. leaf & dots at top of 

S.E. leaf of. ---
58 3.A-3.B CANA(D)A, line in top of. I2 - PL. 2 pos. I oo 58 

P (O ) STAGE, doubling under w. side of. 

Classification Table Agenda 

No. State Dates No. State Dates 

I 19 Nov. 67 7 I Dec. 66 
26 Feb. 68 14 Apl. 66 

2 - 13 June 65 8 Type I P .11 9 Sept. 6+ 

59 15 July 67 P.I2 

59" Type 2 26 June 66 

59 59• Type 3 

3 - 24 Aug. 66 9 30 J\Iar. 65 
23 Aug. 67 

177 
July 59 IO - 9 

4 - 13 Dec. 65 I8I 29 Apl. 65 
I34 Feb. 68 I 8 13 

5 C dot 30 Nov. 6+ 181 , I 8 I n 

No C dot Sept. 66 II -
50 9 

6 17 Aug. 66 12 II Nov. 64 
4 July 67 5 Sept. 65 
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CANADA 5c 1859 

THE CO
No. State Dates No. State Dates 

13 - 19 J uly 66 38• 
141 3 Aug. 68 

14 - II J une 66 39 18 Feb. 69 
69 13 Nov. 67 
69" 

Mar. 63 69, 69" 40 - 23 

Aug. 67 89 16 June 66 
15 I I 

3 Aug. 68 41 10 Aug. 65 
16 C dot 15 A ug. 59 II Mar. 66 

No C dot 23 Feb. 64 42 19 Se pt . 66 

17 - 13 Aug. 59 I May 68 
152 11 Nov. 63 43 20 May 67 

18 17 Oct . 66 18 Dec. 67 

4 Feb. 68 44 
19 26 Mar. 67 

28 Feb. 68 44° 
20 12 Dec. 64 

22 Aug. 66 45 12 Dec. 61 
21 - 13 Dec. 64 

42 26 J an. 67 46 3 Jan . 68 
22 5 Sept. 66 

2 Mar. 68 47 16 Jan . 60 
23 - 2 No~ 14 Feb. 63 

55 3 May 66 47• 28 May 61 
5j a 6 Dec. 63 

55, -' 'a 48 - 12 Jan. 64 
24 12 Mar. 60 176 29 Nov. 64 

2 Aug. 64 49 29 Jan . 68 
25 I Dec. 66 

10 Feb. 68 49• 30 Sept. 67 
26 - 13 Dec. 6+ 

42 26 J an . 67 49• 
27 18 Nov. 64 

I May 66 50 12 Nov. 59 
28 20 Sept . 67 2 Jan. 65 

23 Aue:. 68 51 - 9 Dec. 67 
29 - 2 Aug. 61 37 

4 17 May 67 52 14 Sept. 67 
4• 29 Oct. 67 

4, 4• 
53 24 May 66 

30 - A pl. 66 
178 22 Apl. 67 

54 -
31 8 Spt. 66 144 

4 Oct. 67 
55 2 1 Nov. 67 

32 13 Mar. 67 31 Mar. 68 

5 5• -
33 . 26 

26" 
34 7 Dec. 67 2G, 26• 

56 
35 24 A pril 62 

17 Aug. 63 57 21 Jan. 68 
36 1868 

58 9 Mar. 67 
37 - 22 Dec. 62 · 

164 
38 - 17 Aug. 60 

IIS 24 Aug. 63 

(See note on fold-i n cut ) 
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BOYD'S CJ·TY EXPRESS POST 

Chapter I I 

The Pioneering Months, 1844-5. 

By HEN RY E. ABT 

(Continued from page 171) 

lw.t. LL:ST. -- ·-- -

' 

Figure 1. Facades of the Buildings on the West Side of William Street . ( in the block 
between Wa ll and Pine Streets ). From Pic toria l Business Directory of William Street (C. 
Lowenstrom, New York, 1850) . 

Co11rt cs y J..V e'l.c Y ork H i.Horical So ciety . 
In 1844 the Ci ty of New York was more 
th an 200 years old, but it was still an "ove r­
grown small town." At. every hand, there 
were evidences of urgent activity to adapt the 
city's faci lities to the gre at increment of 
population which had recently poured in from 
ove rseas. ( 1 ) 

The steady influx of new families, and the 
des truction by New York's worst fire , De-
272 THE COLL
cember 16, 1835, of 693 residences and com­
mercial properties at th e lower end of Man­
hattan I sland in th e area from the East R iver 
to William Street and as far north as Wall 
Street, had pressed a new surge of population 
northward up th e Island. 

Befo re th e F ire, W arren Street had been 
th e upper limit of fashionable residences, (3 ) 
though in 1829 F ifth Avenue had been cut 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 4 



B o v o's C 1 TY EXP R E SS P osT 
through the old " P ar ade Ground" ( W ashing­
ton Square ) to its intersection wi th Broad­
way at a new park called Mad ison Squ are. 
Af ter the F ire, modes t income resid enti al de­
velopments began r apid ly to fi ll th e " uptown" 
section east of B roadway, and th e more fa­
vored res identi al neighborh oods spread north ­
ward , west of th e princip al a rte ry. Farms 
and subu rban vill ages still predomin ated north 
of 26th Stree t. ( 4) 

T he origin al concentr ation of t r ade and 
commerce along th e East River below W all 
Stree t had been suppl anted by three separate 
business sections rep resenting th e successive 
centers of popul ation: th e old "downtown" 
section ; th e a rea a round "The Common" 
( now kn own as C ity H all P ark ) ; and th e 
"uptown" business cente r of w hich Canal 
Stree t was th e principal cross town th oro ugh­
fare . 

The new res id enti al and commercial a reas 
were just beginning to be ad equ ately inte­
gra ted by communication, tr ansport ation and 
o th er pu blic se rvices. The ci ty's limitations 
of mail serv ice have already been discussed in 
th e fi rst C hapter of this se ries of a rticles and 
in "T he Beginning of The Sto ry," by this 
author , which appeared in th e April , 1949, 
issue of th e Co llect ors Club Philatel is t . 

Since 1832, th e populated a reas of th e 
I sland had been ti ed togeth er by· th e New 
Yo r k and H arlem Rive r R ail road, th e down­
town term inal of w hich was at C ity H all­
and w hich had been prog ressively extend ed 
unt il it s t racks had r ecently reached White 
P lains, in W estchester County. The in fre­
quen t service of th e 183o's h ad la tely been im­
proved. In 1844 tr ain s left C ity H all fo r 
27th Street every six minutes, from 7 :30 
A. M . to 8 :oo P . M., and af te r th a t hou r at 
t wenty-six -minute intervals until midnight. 
T here also we re hourly depa rtu res for the 
vi ll age of H arlem and fo u r tr ain s daily for 
W hite P lains. ( 5) 

F ares were rel at ively high, howeve r , com­
pared to prices of th at er a, 6~ cents to 27 th 
St ree t , 12Y, cents to Ha rl em and 50 cents to 
White Plains. The altern ative means of 
transpo rta tion we re seve ra l horse-drawn st age 
lines on B roadway. 

Ea rly in 1844 thi s city of more th an 300,000 
pe rsons had es t abl ished its first full-tim e 
municipal police organiza tion ("not to exceed 
:800 men" ) to suppl ant th e pre-Revolutionary 
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system of part-time " W atches" headed by a 
" H igh Constable." (6) I ts new fi re-cont rol 
system w ith widely avai lable water, h aving 
bee n made possible by th e opening of the 
C roton Aqued uct, July 4, I842, ( 7 ) was still 
und er construction, and th e antiqu ated system 
which had se rved New Y ork since the turn 
of th e Centu ry, manned by volunteer firemen, 
continued to be the sole protection of much 
of the C ity. ( 8) 

In 1844, Willi am St ree t, pa rticul a rly th e 
section below W all , w as th e C ity's princip al 
center of th e dry goods and silk tr ade. Other 
important enterprises on Willi am below W all 
included Boyd 's one-time competitor , the auc­
tion house of H agge rty and Austin , at No. 
24, ( 9 ) and ac ross the street from th e latter, 
at N o. 23, th e fa mous res t aurant of Del­
monico. 

At th e south east inter section of W all and 
Willi am Street s, occupying th e entire block 
bound ed by W all , Exchange, Willi am and 
H anover Streets, stood th e M erch ants' E x­
change, th en N ew Y ork 's newest and most 
imp ressive commercial building. (F igure 2 ). 

Figure 2. The Merchants Exchange . From a 
prin t commonl y used in the Guide Books of 
the l 8 40 's. 

Built of "Quincy granite," and believed to be 
fireproo f, its construction had been begun in 
I836, immediately after th e F ire, and com­
pleted in I 842 at a total cost exceeding 
$ 1,800,000. The Exchange housed th e New 
Y ork Stock and Exch ange Boa rd , a large 
R eading Room w ith fil es of newspapers from 
almost eve ry count ry of the world and the 
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offi ces of seve ral in su rance companies, bank­
e rs and brokers. At the time Boyd's C ity Ex­
press P ost was es tablished, th e Exchange also 
housed a branch of the main gove rnment P ost 
Office. T he headqu arte rs of the Feder al 
postal service we re located nea r C ity H all m 
a building called "The R otund a."(10) 

Above W all on Will iam Street th ere was 
a miscell any of businesses incl ud in g mo re dry 
goods houses, a number of impo r te rs, th e 
"sega r " emporium of D avid M. H enr iques at 
No. 51, th e bootm aking shop of Samuel 
Combs at No. 55 , J. M. Pinkney & Son's 
linen est ablishment at No. 55, th e t ai lo r shop 
of Alfred K ershaw at No. 60, th e toyshop 
of Eckh ardt and Merk a t No. 61, and th e 
" palm lea f h at" store of A . Johnson & C om­
pany at No . 62. The building numbered 
"47," th e second doo r north of W all on th e 
wes t side of th e street, was th e headqu a rters 
of Th e New Y ork American, a weekly news­
paper of which W atson V anbenthuysen was 
pub! isher. ( 11 ) 

_ 1o. 45 Willi am, w here Boyd 's C ity E x­
press P ost began business Monday morning, 
June 17, 1844, w as a three-story stone build­
ing on th e w est side of Willi am, th e second 
structure north of th e W all Street intersec­
tion . ( Figure 1) . Actu ally, 45 was th e fir st 
number north of W all , as th e co rner building 
fronted on th e cross tow n a rtery. Boyd occu­
pied th e street-level floo r, recently vacated by 
E lisha and L awrason Riggs, gener al mer ­
chants. On the second floor , as Boyd 's ini­
ti al announcement had in fo rmed the public, 
was located the L ea th er Manu fac ture rs' 
B ank, of which Ebeneze r Pl a tt was cashier 
and m anage r . 

The third fl oo r was pa rtitioned into office 
qu arters, the tenants being R obert , Richard 
and Thomas Emmet, l awye rs; Anth ony L . 
R obertson, Willi am T alm adge, Amassa U . 
L yo n, Geo rge W. Busteed and Richard 
Busteed, also a ttorneys; J ames Strong, com­
missioner in bankruptcy; and L ewis K aten, a 
commercial sign painter. T o make th e roster 
complete, mention should be made of J ohn 
Seymou r, th e colored porter , w ho apparently 
made his living qu arter s in th e basement. (12) 

W e can read ily im ag ine th e inte rio r scene 
on th e street fl oo r , th e st amp-selling "win­
dow," th e row of rented " boxes" fo r th ose 
w ho w ished to pick up th eir mail at th e "Ex­
press P ost," and the open space in back wi th 
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long t abl es for so rting and hands tamping in ­

coming and ou tgoing let te r s. 

Evidence is not clear as to w here th e gov­
e rnm ent-sponsored U nited Stat es C ity D es­
patch P ost was th en located . When fi rst es­
t abli shed in I 842, it was on th e east side of 
W illi am Street at No. 46, one doo r north of 
W all. In June, 1 8+4, its office may still h ave 
been at th a t locat ion, it may have been located 
w ith the B ranch P ost O ffice in the Me rchants' 
Exchange, o r it may have been moved up to 
th e Rotunda. 

If the C ity Despa tch was a t th e firs t or 
second sugges ted locations, th e si tu ation at 
the co rner of W all and Willi am on Mond ay 
morning, th e seventeenth of June, 1844, 
would ind eed have been an interes ting one. 
At nine o'clock in the morning, th e fi rst daily 
delive ry hou r of both posts, th e ca rriers of the 
two competing ente rpri ses, one w ith th e 
au tho rity and sanction of th e Fede ral G ov­
ernm ent, th e oth er a ch allenge r w ithout the 
backing of U ncle Sam-but w ith certain un­
questionable business-getting advantages­
w ould have fi led out of th eir offices virtu ally 
head-on. The U. S. C ity D espatch carrier 
fo rce at th at time was about eleven strong­
to collect from about 125 boxes or "stations" 
and delive r between 500 and 600 letters per 
day.( 13 ) W e do not know how many men 
we re initi ally employed by Boyd, but his ad­
vertisements in dicate th a t at the outset he 
\~· as collectin g from nearly tw ice as many 
points of deposit as was the government 's 
" D espatch." 

' Ve can im agin e t all , slend er, cl ean-shaven 
J ohn Boyd, his long, swallow-tailed coat 

. fl apping in th e morning breeze, stepping 
out on th e pavement and nodding politely 
to th e heavi e r se t, side-w hiskered Alexander 
Greig, ( 14 ) (at th a t time still employed by th e 
C ity Despatch ) and William Seymour, man­
age r of th e government-sponsored enterpr ise,. 
th e fo rm er gazing w ith envy a t the well­
ladened gove rnment mail bags, th e la tter more 
th an a little conce rn ed by th e emergence of 
thi s new co mpe tition. It probably did not 
help matters th at some of Boyd's men h ad 
probably been fo r me r U nited States C ity D es­
pa tch employees. The fo llowing Boyd ad­
ve rtisement in th e J ournal of Commerce, a 
wee k late r, r efers to "experienced carriers ,. 
th e majority of th em . well known to 
th e public . " From w hat better source-
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Bovo 's CITY EXPRESS PosT 
than th e U nited States Ci ty Despatch P ost 
cou ld Boyd have procured men answe ring to 
th at descri ption? 

The adver tisement on June 22nd read: ( 15 ) 

"The subsc ribe r respectf ully informs hi s 
fr iend s and th e public th at he has com­
menced th e delivery of letters through the 
city (bounda ry 26th Street) and to th e Post 
Office in time fo r the mai ls. More th an 
two hundred st ation s have been mad e, 
chiefly in drug stores and th e most respect­
able hotefs. He h as engaged experienced 
carrie rs, the majority of them a re well 
known to the public. In o rd er to in sure 
pu nctu ality in delivery, it is very important 
to have th e r esidence on each letter; if it 
should be neglected the re would be a del ay 
of seve ral hours in th e delivery. L etters 
deposi ted at th e st ations a t 7 and I o'clock 
wi ll be se nt out for delivery at 9 and 3 
o'clock. Letters rece ived at th e office, No. 
+5 Willi am Street, under L eather Manu­
fac turers' Bank, until fifteen minutes be­
fore each delivery. The charge for stamps 
will be 24 cents per dozen, o r $1.75 per 
hundred. No money must be enclosed in 
letters unless registered at the office, where 
a registry is kept. Letters for the press 
free. Postage :i cents." 

John T. Boyd, Agent. 

At th e ou tset, th en, Boyd was offerin g one 
less daily de live ry th an Greig .and Seymour, 
but, as we have said before, ( J6) his services 
we re offered at a cent less per letter, 25 to 
33 1/ 3 percent less th an th e r ate of th e 
U nited States City D espatch Post. 

The existence of 200 collection points on 
the opening day indicates th at Boyd had been 
pl anning and organizing his enterprise for 
seve ral previous months. Another evidence 
th a t th e project had been planned for some 
time was the immediate availability of Boyd's 
adhesive st amps for the prepayment of letters. 

P ostage st amps a t th e time were still a 
co nsiderable novelty. Some New Yorke rs 
had no doub t seen th e British " Penny Black" 
issued in 1840, th e British " P enny Red" re­
leased in 1841, and th e two varieties of 2 
pence bl ue, issued in the early 184o's. P e r­
haps a few others h ad seen th e Braz il "bulls­
eyes" (Sco tt , Brazi l, Nos. 1, 2, and 3) issued 
in 18+3, and travellers abroad may have seen 
e ither of the t wo S\\·iss Can ton issues of th e 
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latte r yea r , th e Geneva st amp (Scott , Switzer­
land , No. 2) and th e Zurich stamp (Scott, 
Switzerland, No. 8). A still smaller nui:nber 
had probably seen the hand set label, issued in 
1842, to prepay local mail ca rried by the 
Phil adelphi a City D espatch. 

Of cou rse, the public was more familiar 
w ith th e New York City Despatch Post 's 
18.Yz x 22 mm. stamp engraved with th e por­
tr ait of Geo rge W ashington (Scott , No. 40 
L. 1) and the United States City Despatch 
Post' s successo rs to th a t variety (Scott, Nos. 
6 LB. 2-6 inclusive) ; The American Letter 
Mail Company 's 22 mm. x 19.Yz mm. oblong 
engraving of an eagle (Scott , No. 5 L. I ) and 
James W. H ale 's octagonal stamps (Scott, 
Nos. 75 L. 1-5 inclusive), th e design of which 
was a cluste r of lette rs. Both the American 
Letter Mail Company and H ale & Company 
stamps had been seen during the first h alf of 
1 8+4 on letters received in New York from 
New England cities. 

( P holo hy k l . Garb er} 

Figure 3 . The ln :t ia l Boyd Adhes ive Stamp, 
No. 2'.J L. l Used June to September, 1844. 
This ~pec imen struck with handstamp " a." 

However, the first Boyd stamp (Scott, No. 
20 L. 1) r esembled none of th ese. It was 
lithographed ( 1 7 ) in bl ack ink on a fairly 
he avy, ha rd , w hite wove paper-glazed and 
surf ace-co lo red a yellow hue of green (speci­
men s vary from Ridgeway, Plate XVIII 
"Light Oriental" 33'b to " P aris" 35'b) . ( 18 ) 

The design occupied a vertical rectangle de­
fi ned by thin frame lines, 24.Yz mm. horizontal 
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by 27 mm. vertical. Within the rectangular 
frame at top and sides was an oval legend 
reading (above) "BOYD'S CITY EX­
PRESS" in I y,( mm. serifed letters, and 
(below) " POST. 2 CENTS". There was 
no period after "CENTS." 

The central design framed by the foregoing 
legend was the symbolical American eagle 
with its wings spread, its 

0

head and neck in­
clined toward its right wing, poised in the 
air above the upper segment of a globe. The 
latter was marked with longitudinal and lati­
tudinal lines against which were sketched the 
outlines of two unrecognizable land masses. 
This design was drawn against a background 
of closely cross-hatched lines within two thin 
concentric oval frames, 2y,( mm. apart. The 
inner oval measured 16 mm. horizontal x 20 
mm. vertical. (Figure 3). 

No reprints from the original stone are 
known to exist-but, like so many of the pri­
vate enterprise stamps, this variety was later 
counterfeited to provide "space-fillers" to col­
lectors. One of the . two known varieties of 
counterfeits (Figure 4) was a fairly danger­
ous imitation believed to have been made in 
the r 86o's by the notorious S. Allan Tavlor. 
Printed in black ink on green surfaced, gl~zed 
paper of .a shade close to the original, the 
design bears many resemblances to that of the 
genuine stamp. 

However, the outline· of the numeral "2" 
is thinner than it is qn the original, and, 
whereas the line delineating the opening of 
the eagle 's beak on the original extends to a 
point directly below the eye, on the counter­
feit this line is much briefer, going only half 
way to the eye. The outline of the land mass 
at the bottom of the globe is irregular on the 
original, regular on the counterfeit. The 
latter has no rectangular frame line. Speci­
mens of this counterfeit were also run off on 
lavender surfaced paper. 

The second counterfeit (Figure 5) is a 
more crude imitation of the genuine stamp. 
Printed on glazed green surfaced paper, it is 
distinguishable by the grotesque thin neck of 
the eagle. It, too, lacks a rectangular frame. 
For many years a cut of this counterfeit has 
been used as the illustration in Scott publi­
cations. 

While no multiple pieces of this variety (or 
of any of its successors, until Scott No. 20 L. 
7) are known to philately, the stamps have 
always been believed by students to have been 
THE COL
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Figure 4. Counterfeit of No. 20 L. l. 
Figure 5. A Second Type of Counterfeit of 
No. 20 L. l. 

printed in sheets of JOO. This belief is based 
on the fact that Boyd's advertisements offered 
quantities of 100 at the reduced price of $r.7 5 
-and the assumption was substantiated in 
1891 by William Blackham, a later proprietor 
of the Post, when the latter was interviewed 
by philatelist F. W. Hunter.( 19 ) The sheets 
had no gum. 

With variations in size and detail, the de­
sign of this stamp was to become the standard 
format for Boyd 's stamps during a period of 
almost twenty years and was to become a 
veritable trademark of Boyd's services. 

The novitiate to philatelic material of this 
early vintage, accustomed as he is to universal 
usage of stamps, expects to find the adhesives 
issued for prepayment of postage affixed to 
all covers handled by the iss t!ing agencies. 
A moment's ·reflection reminds us, however, 
that stamps were an innovation in the use of 
which the public had still to be educated; and 
that prepayment itself was contrary to pre­
vailing habit and long-established custom. 

Provided that the correspondent had the 
foresight to procure them in advance, stamps 
made possible the mailing of letters without 
regard to the regular hours of post offices 
or "stations" and were, in that sense, a dis­
tinct convenience. On the other hand, time 
and equipment were necessary to sever them 
from the imperforate sheets and ;iffix them 
to the envelopes. And while prepayment was 
a gracious gesture to the addressee, the 
" Scotch blood" of many must have frozen at 
the thought of this novel "extravagance." 

The United States Government ran into 
the same problem in I 847 when the first gen­
eral issue of stamps was distributed. Decem­
ber I, 1847, John Marron, Third Assistant 
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P ostmas ter General, wrote to P ostm as ter 
Gener al Cave J ohnson conce rn ing th e U . S. 
5c and IOC st amps : 

" Notw iths t anding th ey h ave been found 
very convenient in many localities, and un­
de r va rious ci rcu mstances, the re has not 
been th a t great demand for th em th at was 
anticipated . I n many import ant commer­
cial towns th ey have not appli ed fo r th em, 
and in oth e rs th ey a r e only used in trifl ing 
amounts." ( 20 ) 

H ands tamp ing had served for many years 
as th e sole means of indica ting the st atus and 
fac ili ta t ing the movement of th e U. S. Mails. 
While th e Independent Mails and pionee r city 
despatches introd uced ad hesives, they con­
t inued th e t rad itional types of post al mark­
ings, w hether or not letters were st amped. 
Boyd a lso fo ll owed this p r ac tice, and st amp­
less cove r s, consequ ently, constitute a la rge 
po rtion of Boyd material for at leas t fifteen 
years. 

Ma rkings fo und on Boyd cove rs in th e pre­
C ivil W ar pe riod we re of these kinds : 

( l) P ostmarks. (T ypes will be identified 
in thi s se ries of a rticles by capital letters, 
"A ", " B", "C", etc.) Unlike th e Federal 
Government, Boyd did not use postmarks fo r 
purposes of cancell ation. They served as 
ve rifica tions of dates and hou rs of clear ance 
th rough Boyd 's headqu arte rs, and also were 
probably intend ed to advertise the efficiency 
of Boyd 's se rvice . 

( 2 ) Prepaid M ark ings. (T ypes w ill be 
identifi ed in this series o f a rticles by lower 
case letters- "a", " b" , "c", etc.) During th e 
fi rst seventeen yea rs of th e P ost , Boyd r a rely 
relied on adh esive st amps alone to in fo rm his 
ca rrie rs, or add ressees, of prepayment of post­
age on local letters. R ega rdless of w heth er 
or not th ey were fra nked w ith adh esives, pre­
paid l ocal letters we re a lso hands t amped to 
make it clear to ca rriers th at the re was no 
need to collect fees from r ecipients. On many 
of th e letter s d rapped at hi s headquarter s or 
"st ations," hands t amps we re th e sole indica­
tion of prepayment. During some per iods of 
th e P ost's history, prepay ment ma rkings also 
se rved to cancel th e st amps to prevent th eir 
r emoval and reusage for postal purposes. 

(3) Cancellat ions . (T ypes w ill be id ent i­
fied in this se ries of a rticles by lower case 
Roman nume rals, " i", "ii", "iii", "iv", etc.) 
During some periods of th e P ost 's history, 
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Boyd fo llowed the practice of the Federal 
postmas ters, using obliterating cancell ers to 
prevent r eusage of h is st amps. . 

(4 ) Misc ellaneo us Ma rkings. (T ypes will 
be id entifi ed in this series of a rticles by double 
lowe r case letters, "aa", "bb"~ "cc", etc. ) 
L ater in th e hi sto ry of th is enterp r ise, as new 
se rvices, such as special del ive ry developed, 
oth e r appropri a te info rm ative handst amps 
we re pu t in use . These w ill be described at 
th eir proper pl aces in thi s na rrative. 

When letters were carr ied to th e post office 
fo r tr ansmission to out-of-town des t inations, 
the Government's markings, of course, pre­
domin a ted. Except fo r cancell ations on th e 
P os t 's adh esives, covers wer e r a rely hi t w ith 
oth er Bovd markings. The absence of Boyd 's 
prepaid irnnds t amps on out-of-town des t ined 
cove rs is expl ained by th e fac t th at in these 
instances th ere was no alte rn a t ive to prepay­
ment. Ca r rier fees on letters "for th e mails" 
had to be prepaid because, of course, the Gov­
e rnm ent could not be expected to collect 
Boyd 's cha rges. It is probable th at this cl ass 
of mail was not struck with Boyd's postmarks 
beca use the slight benefi t to be gained by com­
munica ting hours and dates of handling to 
out-of- town addressees did not j ustify th e a t­
tend ant risk of repe atedly annoying and irri­
t ating post al autho rities. 

The postm ark on cove rs car r ied during the 
fi rst summer ( type "A") was a 300 mm. 
horizontal by 23 ;)i mm. vertical r ec tangular 
hand st amp w ith chamfered corners, fr aming 
a three-lin e in sc ription including : " BOYD'S 
C ITY" in 4 mm. serifed lette rs (except the 
" s", w hich was 3 mm. high ); " EXPRE SS 
POST " in 40 mm. sanse ri fed lette rs ; and 
th e da te and hour in 30 mm. se rifed letter s. 
(Figu re 6) . T he ink employed was o r ange­
r ed ( nea res t Ridgeway, "Ferr aginous" r ed, 
9' l , Pla te X I V) and this shade was used in 
almos t all subsequent Boyd postmarks until 
late 1850 o r ea rly 1851 w hen black inked 
stamping pads we r e adopted. 

/. -

' BOYD's CITY 
EXPRESS POST. 

AUG19 9o'c. 

Figu re 6. Retouched Photostat of Type " A" 
Boyd Postma rk Used June to Septembe r, 1844. 
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The first " prepaid" mark (Type "a") was 
the word "FREE" in sanserifed letters, con­
densed, s?i mm. in height, usually handstamp­
ed in the same shade of red as the Type "A" 
postmark. On most covers franked with No. 
20 L. I the Type "a" mark was struck on 
the stamp itself, serving a.> "- cancellation as 
well as an indication of prepayment. (Figure 
3) . 

In July, 184+, Boyd also placed in use a 
second prepayment handstamp, (Type "b") 
impressed in red ink, the first of the succes­
sive varieties of the 2-line "PAID ]. T. B." 
(Figure 7). The letters of the word 
"PAID" were 5 mm. high and ~he initials 
"J. T. B." in the second line were 3 mm. high. 
During that summer, this mark appea rs to 
have been reserved principally for use on mail 
brought to the City by the express companies 
and assigned to Boyd for local delivery. 
Where it appeared on covers in July and 
August, it established the fact that Boyd's 
fee, prepaid by the sender, in turn had been 
remitted to the local Post. (Figure 8). 

While the number of surviving Boyd cov­
ers from that summer is not large, those with 
which philatelists are familiar are helpful in 
THE C
PAID 
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Figure 7 . Retouched Photostat of T ype "b" 
Prepaid Mark Used June, 1844, to February, 
1850. 

picturing the progress during the pioneering 
months. 

It is evident that among the Independent 
Mails and express companies carrying letters 
between New York and other cities, the group 
wi th which Boyd's 'ervicP. was most closely 
affiliated was that in which Henry Wells, 
Crawford Livingston and the Pomeroy broth­
ers, Thaddeus and George, were interested. 
This "syndicate," with headquarters in Boyd's 
native Albany, maintained Pomeroy's Letter 
Express between Buffalo, intermediate points 
and New York, and The Letter Express or 
" Daily Letter Express," connecting the Great 
Lakes ports and adjacent a re a with Buffa­
lo. (2 1 ) 

Pomeroy and Letter Express adhesives on 
many of the known covers brought to New 
York via th e routes of these companies are 
• 
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Figu re 8. Cover Franked with No. l 17 L. l . Pomeroy stamp prepaid Pomeroy service to 
New York City (origin not known) . Delivered to addressee by Boyd August l , 1844, 9 
o'clock delive ry (Type " A" Boyd postmark ) . The Type " b" prepaid mark, reflects use of 
the latter customary at that time . (Cover is in Abt col~ect'ion, ex Knapp) . 
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Figure 9. Cover Brought 
prepaid with No. 20 L. 1 
1844, 9 o'c lock delivery. 
Mason. ) 

to New York City by Pull en and Co's. Express. Delivery se rv ice 
(s truck with Type " a " prepaid stamp l; delivered by Boyd July l , 
City of o rig in not known. (Cover in Abt collection, ex Laurence 
supplemented by the T ype "A" Boyd post­
mark. (F igures 8, 9 and ro). If the supply 
of these covers were g reater , we might be 
able to st ate positively w heth er or not in some 
instances the P omeroy and L etter Express 
agents we re ~ ! so supplied with Boyd ad­
hesives for prepayment of New York delivery 
charges. It is a tenable assumption th a t Boyd 
may have had some such idea in mind when 
he designed hi s first adhes ive, as th e first 
Boyd stamp was ve ry close in dimensions to 
those issued in early July or late June by the 
inter-city ca rrier s. U nfortun a tely, no combi­
nation of th e Boyd and independ ent mai l 
st amps is know n to philately. 

Ce rtainly th e th eory th at th e format of the 
P omeroy, Letter Express or Boyd stamps, 
whichever fo llowed the other, was delibe rate­
ly intended to match in impressiveness one or 
both of the others is more plausible th an the 
asse rtion in ea rlie r w ritings (22 ) that No. 20 

L. I was intended to be superimpos ed on the 
stamps issued by th e inter-city ca rrie rs. The 
superimposi tion would necessarily have had to 
occur in P omeroy's offic es and this " hiding of 
their oV\·n light" by the inter-city expresses 
would see m to be contrary to hum an nature. 
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During th e first two months, th e use of 
Boyd's se rvice for New York deliveries by 
other Independent Mails and express compa­
nies, particu la rly th ose maintaining service be­
tween New England, New York, Philadel­
phia and Baltimore appears to h ave been un­
common. An occas ional cover is found, like 
th e Pull en and Boyd combination illustrated 
with thi s a rticle, indicating reciprocal courte­
sies. (F igure 9) . 

However, hav ing been established prior to 
th e inauguration of Boyd 's enterprise, the 
New England firms apparently had already 
made satisfactory arr angements for the deliv­
ery of New York mail when such se rvice 
was necessa ry. Overton & Co. ope rated a 
l\ll anhattan delivery service which also served 
Willi am W yman of Boston. It is believed 
probable th at Brain a rd & Co. of Albany, 
J ames H ale and the American Letter Mail 
C ompany each employed one or more of their 
own 1\11 anhattan carriers. 

Letters brought to New York by H ale in 
the fall of I 844 and spring of I 845 a re occa­
sionally found with Boyd markings. (F igure 
I I ) . The earliest of these combinations seen 
by the writer was a cover in the Helen F. 
XO . + 279 
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Figure 1 O. Cove r Brought to New York City by Letter Express and Pome roy Originating in 
Cleveland Ohio Letter Express stamps prepaid charges to New York City. Deli ve red by< 
Boyd August 21 ', 1844, 9 o' clock deli very. (Cover in a New York City collection). 
Novy collection dated September 16, 1844, 
handstamped by Hale and also by Boyd 
(Type "A"). 

Boyd's pr actices in these pioneering months 
with respect to letters entrusted to him for 
transmission to out-of-town destinations a re 
more obscure. His in augural advertise-
ment ( 23) made it clear th at , from the outset, 
he planned to compete with the United States 
City D espatch Post in carrying mail to th e 
Post Office "fo r th e mails." Yet, not a single 
cove r dated during the first summer is known 
with the combination of Federal markings 
and the Boyd stamp or postmarks. Nor is 
there much evidence in th at period of letters 
brought by Boyd t o the express comp anies or 
Independ ent Mails. 

The only instance known to th is writer of 
No. 20 L. l on an out-of-town bound letter 
w ith July or August, 1844, dates was a New 
York-originated cover, dated July 5, 1844, 
the Boyd stamp cancelled w ith a Type "a"· 
prepayment mark ("FREE"), and th e face of 
th e cover inscribed in manuscript " P aid 6c, 
Pomeroy's P ost" and also "Auburn, New 
York," sold in th e l79th Auction of the late 
Eugene Klein, March 30, 1946. It is hoped 
that th e publication of this chapter will bring 
280 THE COL
forth information conce rning more specimens 
in thi s catego ry. 

The ea rli est known use of No. 20 L. l is 
;in a cover in a Tew York City collection, 
dated June 29, 1844. The latest recorded use 
of th e st amp was on a locally delivered let ter 
in th e collection of th e late Edward S. Kn app 
dated September 6, 1844 (the stamp struck, 
as usual, wi th the Type "a" prepayment 
mark ). In his "Uni ted States Locals," pub-
li shed in 1877, C harles Cos ter wrote concern-
ing this st amp , "until recently only one speci-
men was known. Of late, a dozen or more 
copies have co me to light."( 24 ) The present 
supply of known specimens does not greatly 
exceed the latter number. 

The Type "A" postmark appears on the 
June 29th cover, referred to above, and on a 
consid erable numbe~ of other locally carried 
letters w ith July and August dates. Its latest 
recorded use was on a cover dated September 
28, 18.J.+, exhibited by Dr. C larence Hennan 
of Chicago at the U ni ted States Centenary 
International Philatelic Exposition. This let-
ter origin ated in Chicago. A circular hand-
stamp indicated that it was carr ied to New 
York via Buffalo by "Wells and Company," 
the Great Lakes region express affiliate of the 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIIl , l\"O . + 
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Pomeroy and Wells group. Boyd delivered 
it in ' ew York. 

Evidence th at the se rvices of th e Post were 
well received is refl ected in an editorial com­
ment by Horace Greeley in th e T1·ibune July 
6, 18+4. It read:(25) 

" BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS-This is a 
ve ry useful and already popular establish­
ment. So far as our expe rience goes, 1t is 
co nducted w ith an unusual degree of des­
pa tch , and may be depended on. " 

There is no question th at in this early 
period of Boyd's history the P omeroy tie-up 
had been of vital importance to the young 
business . J oh n's mood must have been grim 
indeed when , on August 12, 1844, responding 
to irresistible pressure exerted by th e Federal 
postal authoriti es, George P omeroy and his 
associa tes announced the suspension of their 
mail service through New York State . The 
P ostm as ter General , finding his legal author­
ity inadequate to suppress the Independent 
Mails, had turned a ne at trick by adding to 
his mail contr act wi th the Tono\vanda R ail­
road (a unit of the present New York Cen­
tral System) a provision penalizing th e r ail­
road Fifty Dollars for every privately carried 
letter found on one of its cars. The railroad 
dared not risk this penalty and notified Pome­
roy th at it co uld no longer transport his mail 
bags. The W ells and Pomeroy group, hav­
ing its eyes on the more profitable gener al ex­
press business, decided th a t it would not con­
tinu e th e fight to transport mail. Pomeroy 
cove rs are known with September and early 

~ 
---""--~· . . · · .~ 

~ . .,.,.,,, -- . 

Figure 1 1. Cover Brought to New York City 
from Baltimore, Mary land by Hal e and Co. 
Delive red by Boyd May 8, 1845, 2 o'clock de -
live ry. Boyd's charges were prepaid in Balti-
more. !Cover in Denwood Kel ly collection , ex 
E: . N. Sampson . ) 
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October dates, but the die was cast and pri­
vate enterprise in m ai l se rvice along• the pres­
ent New York Central route was soon at an 
end. 

John Boyd's responsibilities increased with 
the birth of his third child and first daughter, 
Sarah Mathilda, July 9, 18.J-+. ( 26) With this 
addition , the fa mily face d a need for more 
commodious quarters. During th e first years 
of th eir married life H ann ah and John had 
been quite comfo rtable in a rented resid ence 
a t 9 W att Street. In 1843 th ey had moved 
to 769 Greenwich Street. Now with his 
meager capit al tied up in the business, John 
found it necessa ry to ask his fa th er's help in 
purchasing a permanent home. Dr. Boyd, 
since 1824, had owned a pleasant property at 
70 Grove Street which he offered to make 
available to his son for $z,500, on lenient 
te rms. This became John and H annah 's resi­
dence for th e rest of th eir lives. J ohn com­
pleted hi s purchase of th e home in eight years, 
title being transferred to him by his father 
May 25 , 1852.(27) 

Undaunted by temporary set-backs, Boyd 
attacked with renewed vigor th e problem of 
building his business. On Saturday, Septem­
ber 28 , I 844, th e following announcement ap­
peared in the N ew York Evening Post:( 2S) 

" OFFICE BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS 
POST 

45 Willi am 

The subscriber will on and after Monday 
next, make four deliveries of letters 
throughout th e city, viz:-
Letters deposited in his boxes, befo re 7, 10, 
12 and 2 o'clock will be sent out for de­
livery a t 9, I 2, 2 and 4 o'clock. 
Postage 2 cents. 

John T . Boyd, Agent. 

Postage to Brooklyn, 2 cents." 

Thus, in add ition to doubling the number 
of his daily delive~ies on Manhattan I sland 
south of 26th Street, Boyd had , wi thin th e 

Figure 12. Type "B" ( Boyd's Broo klyn ) 
Postma rk. (Traci ng from o ri ginal ). Known 
u3ed September, 1844, to May , 1845 , in­
clusive. 
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month, in augurated service to and from 
Brooklyn. 

The earliest evidence of Boyd's Brooklyn 
se rvice is a cove r in this writer's collection 
dated September 12, 1844, bearing an oval 
postmark (Type "B") struck in red ink. 
The horizontal axis of this mark is 38,Y:; mm. 
and th e vertical axis, 19 mm. (Figure 12) . 
In the uppe r section of the oval is inscribed 
" BOYD'S BROOKLYN ," and at the bot­
tom "CITY EXPRESS POST," the height 
of letters in both lines being 2,Y:; mm. In a 
rectangle, 5 x 30 mm., with truncated corners, 
between these lines, appear th e date and de­
livery hour. 

In Pat Paragraphs of J anu a ry , 1939, Elliott 
Perry reported that Laurence Mason had see n 
one of these postmarks on a cover dated 
March 2 , 18+5. ( 29 ) The reference collection 
of Eugene Costales includes a photograph of 
a cover bea ring thi s postmark dated March 
9, 1845. (F igure 13). The latest known 
specimen , one from the same co rrespondence 
as the September twelfth cover, is also in this 
writer 's collection. It is dated May 15, 1845. 
No others are at present known . 

The Brooklyn service probably ended when 
the new Federal Posta l Act, which became 
effective July l , l 8+5 , closed the legal loop­
holes to private postal service on "post 
routes." Brooklyn in those days being a 
municipality wholly separate from New York, 
THE COL
and the ferries across the East River being 
unquestionably "post routes," it is likely that 
Boyd preferred not to risk a serious conflict 
with the U . S. postal authorities by continu­
in1~ this division of his business. 

Elliott Perry has expressed th e belief that 
the Brooklyn agent of Boyd was Wellington 
Walton , who continu ed Boyd's Brooklyn serv­
ice as a sepa rate enterprise and founded the 
Brooklyn City Express Post, which remained 
in business until 1862 or 1863 with successive 
proprietors, including Henry Kidder; The 
Snedecker Brothers, I saac and George; Ben­
jamin K. Rogers ; William McNish; Jacob 
Lawrence and finally Gilbert Doremus. The 
si milarity to the Type " B " postmark of Wal­
ton's handstamp and those th at followed , in­
dicates the likelihood that Mr. Perry has 
reached a co rrect conclusion. 

The loss of the Pomeroy business had as 
an ea rly sequel the replacement of the firs t 
Boyd stamp by a new and smaller adhesive. 
In all likelihood , the initial print order for 
No. 20 L. 1 was prudently moderate. After 
all, Boyd had known he could o rder more if 
things went well; thus, there h ad been no 
need to "go overboard" on overly optimistic 
q u an ti ties. 

As supplies of the first stamp neared ex­
haustion and there was no longe r any pos­
sible need to compete for a ttention on let­
te rs bearing Pomeroy's large stamp, Boyd 
- '-------:--------______ , 
"~ 

Figure 13. Type " B" Postmark on Stampless Cover. Delivered in Brooklyri March 2, 1845. 
(Photograph from Eugene Costales reference collection l . 
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probably consulted his printer and found he 
could save at leas t 33 1/ 3 percent of the 
printing cost by issu ing a st amp more nearly 
the size of the familiar U nited States City 
Despatch variety. 

The ea rlies t recorded example of the 
second stamp (Scott No. 20 L . 2) was one 
in the L aurence Mason collect ion on a cove r 
da ted O ctober 2, 1 844, some twenty-s ix days 
later th an the lates t known cover· bearing its 
predecesso r. The second variety m ay, there­
fore , be presumed to have gone on sale some 
time between th ese two dates. 

The workm anship of 10. 20 L. 2 was some­
what crude r th an that of th e first st amp. 
This va riety, too, is believed to have been 
printed in sheets of 100 subj ects. The new 
stamps we re lithographed (cf. l 7) in black 
ink on w hite wove paper, glazed and surface­
colo red a purer green th an th at of the paper 
on which No. 20 L. 1 was printed. The sur­
face colo r closely resembled Ri dgeway's 
"Gendre" green (35'b, Plate VI). A s has 
been previously stated , no multiple units of 
this stamp a re known to have survived for 
philatelic study. 

Figure 14. The Second Boyd Adhesive Stamp, 
No. 20 L. 2 . Used September, 1844, to Janu­
ary , 1845 , inclusive. 

• ' I

'
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The new stamp continued the bas ic design 
es t ablished with No. 20 L. I. The dimen­
sions of the rectangula r fr ame were 16:y,( 
mm. horizontal by 200 mm. ve rtical. The 
outer oval of th e design me asured I60 mm. 
horizontal by 20 mm. vertical. The conju­
gate axis of th e inner oval was 100 mm., 
the vertical axis 13 0 mm. The principal 
detailed change in th e design was the substi­
tution of a plain background for the cross­
hatching against which the eagle had been 
previously drawn. The result was to bring 
th e figure into much sharper relief. Also, 
the inner oval line framing th e centr al des ign, 
and the outer oval framing the band in which 
th e name of the P ost and denomination we re 
inscribed were thickened to almost Ys mm. 
The eagle's head is inclined on this second 
stamp so far as to bring th e tip of its beak 
\\·ith in 0 mm. from its right wing. The 
eagle was now definitely ' perched on the globe, 
three claws of its right foot show ing and two 
of its left. (F igure I4). The segment of 
the glol:e showing on this stamp measures, 
a t its maximum depth, 30 mm. 

No. 20 L. 2 is not beli eved to have been 

~~:;~;y:~~>o:o~(,~7~:~:~ni~::~~~:el~~:~~ ;?:~:~  (Figure 15) , a r ather poor imita tion. It 
lacks th e heavy inner oval of the original. 
The he ad of the eagle is sh aped like th at of 
a worm, lacking the well-defined beak of th e 
genuine st amp. There are many deviations 
from the actu al type in the formation of the 
wings, the ta il , the globe and the lettering. 
As in th e in st ance of No. 20 L. I , a cut of 
the fraud , r a th er than th e genuine st amp, h as 
long se rved as th e Scott Catalogue illustr a­
tion. 

Figure 15. Counterfeit of No. 20 L. 2. 

On surviving covers dated during the win­
ter of 1844 evidence begins to be seen of 
Boyd 's se rvice carrying letters "fo r the 
mail s." Among the known examples of No. 
20 L. 2 on covers directed out of town a re a 
somewhat marred copy on a cover in the 
writer's collection dated December 30, I844, 
and addressed to Princeton, New Jersey, and 
O. 4 
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one in the late Edward S. Kn app's collection 
dated D ecember 12, 1844, add ressed to 
F r ankfort, Maine. All told , not more than 
two dozen covers bearing this st amp have 
been noted-not many more than the surviv­
ing number of covers bear ing No. 20 L. I. 

About th e time Boyd doubled th e number 
of his daily deliveries, he began using a new 
postmark (T ype "C") at his New York head­
quarters, w hich was to continu e in serv ice for 
more th an three years. An oval , th e horizon­
tal ax is being 28 to 28.Yz mm. and the vertical 
ax is 1 5 mm., framed a three-line inscription. 
" BOYD'S CITY" in 2 .Yz mm. se rifed letters 
was th e top line, "EXPRESS POST" ap­
peared at th e bottom in 234 mm. sanse rifed 
letters. Between these in a rectangle with 
truncated co rners, was indicated th e month , 
day and delivery hour. (Figure 16). This 
was stamped in red on most of th e cove rs in 
1845, 1846 and 1847. 

Figure 16. 
Postmark. 
1844. 

··$»~~ /~ - .. - ·- --~ 
t NOV 20 9o'c) 

c.tPRrss f ·· 

Retouched Photostat of Type " C" 
Used September, 1 844, to March . 

The growth of the business in early 1845 
is further reflected by the evidence of dupli­
cate handstamping equipment used to post­
mark the growing volume of mail. Several 
minor variations in the formation of the let­
tering of the Type "C" postm a rk indicate the 
use of duplicate hand stamping equipment on 
mail delivered the same day or week. 

The earlies t recorded use of thi s postm ark 
was on a cove r in the Kn app collection dated 
September 27, 1844 ; th e latest is on a cover 
in the writer's collection dated March 9, 
1848. 

Three months after No. 20 L. 2 was issued 
it was suppl anted by a third variety. It is 
difficu lt to explain the short duration of the 
second stamp. The most likely th eory is 
th at when new supplies were desired, the 
printer was found, in th e custom of th e day, 
to have cleaned off the lithographic stone. 
Other possibilities are damage to th e stone, 
a dispute between Boyd and his printer over 
price or qu ality, or the theft of large quanti­
ties of unused sheets, necessi tating a change 
for the protection of th e Post. This same un-
THE COL
answerable dilemma w ill puzzle us as we fol­
low the changes in stones, engraved plates 
and varieties of st amps issued by this or any 
of the other local posts. L acking the official 
records avail able w ith respect to Federal 
Government iss ues, we can sometimes make 
very ten able guesses, but quite as often are 
a t a loss for any discernible or likely reason. 

J. W. Scott in his " History of P ostage 
Stamps," printed se ri ally in the Second Series 
of th e Am erican J ournal of Philately, re­
corded th e ea rli est example he had seen of 
th e third type of adhesive (No. 20 L. 3) as 
having been affixed to a cove r dated Febru­
ary 3, 1845. ( 31 ) The earliest specimen seen 
by · th e writer w as one formerly in the pos­
session of Mr. E. N. Sampson of Chicago, Il­
linois, on a cover dated February I I , l 845. 
Since th e lates t known use of th e preceding 
stamp is on a cove r in th e coll ection of Mrs. 
Helen F. Novy, dated J anu ary 31 , 1845, we 
may assume th at No. 20 L. 3 was issued la te 
in Janu a ry or early in February. The 
H . W . K. Hale coll ection includes a cover 
bearing No. 20 L. 3, directed out of town, the 
letter dated July 21st ( probably 1845) and 
the cove r hand stamped with the red New 
York Post Office circle "NEW YORK, 
22 Jul., 5 cts." Other copies are known 
bearing M a rch, April and May dates. This 
stamp, too, is far rarer than its Scott 's Cata­
logue value indica tes. The supply is as 
limited as the available quantity of No. 20 
L. 1 and substanti ally less th an th e known 
quantity of No. 20 L. 2. 

No. 20 L. 3 followed the format of its pre­
decessors. H oweve r , Boyd turned now to in­
taglio engraving for the production of his 
stamps, perhaps w ith th e hope of obtaining a 
medium from which satisfactory reru ns 
could be ordered. The new stamp is easily 
distinguishable from No. 20 L. 2 by th e 
blackness and thickn ess of both th e outer oval 
and th e inner oval. The l atter lines were 
drawn approximately 34 mm. thick. The 
stamp was slightly la rge r th an its predecessor, 
th e outer oval measuring 17 .Yz mm. x 20 mm. 
-but the rectangle formed by the frame 
lines, measuri ng 19 x 23 mm., was much 
larger th an th e one fr aming No. 20 L. 2. 
This rect angle was not, in the previous in­
stances, drawn as an individual frame for the 
st amp, but was formed by horizontal and 
ver tical lines across th e plate into which the 
individu al designs we re centered. The back-
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ground aga inst w hich th e eagle was drawn 
remai ned plain as in th e instance of No. 20 

L. 2 . A larger segmen t of the globe was 
shown (it was 4y,( mm. h igh) , and, w h ile 
like the previous globes it was m arked wi th 
lines of longi tude and lat itude , no attempt 
was made to sketch in th e ou tl ines of land 
masses. Instead, light diagonal lines of shad­
ing we re placed below th e eagle's claws. T he 
pos tu re of th e eagle's head was ra ised some­
what fro m its position on No. 20 L. 2, but 
the distance fro m beak to right ~ing was 
Yi mm. , as it had been on th e prev ious st amp. 
( Figure 17). 

Figure 18. Counterfe it of No. 2 0 L. 3 . 

T he green su rface coloring of th e glazed 
paper on which No. 20 L. 3 was printed had 
a considerably larger component of blue th an 
the earlier papers, being close to Ridgeway's 
"Cobalt Green" (37'b, Plate X IX). 
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Wh atever may have brought about the re­
drawing of th e des ign and the change from 
lithog raphy to engraving, the th ird st amp re­
vealed th e poo rest workm anship of th e three 
iss ued up to th a t time. The plate was prob­
ably sof t coppe r, which wo re so badly th at , 
on later impressions, th e m ajes t ic eagle had 
all but disappea red. 

No reprints of No. 2 0 L. 3 are believed 
to ex ist. This type, like its predecesso rs has 
been im itated in a crude co unterfei t m ade fo r 
collecto rs. (F igure 18) . T he latter, fo und 
printed on several shades of g reen-surface d 
pape r bea rs little close rese mbl ance to the 
genuin e stamp. The wings of the eagle, on 
the counterfe it, have solid bl ack shading. 
The head is p·ull ed back almost at a right 
angle to the body of th e bird . The surf ace 
colorin g of . th e paper is a yellow hue r ath er 
than a bl ue hue of green. This counterfeit 
is of im po rtance only in th at it , too, has 
serv ed as the st anda rd illu stration since th e 
]. W . Scott albums of th e ea rly 188o's. 

By late spring th e march of events was 
pressing th e need fo r considerably greater 
supplies of st amps th an Boyd had ever pre­
viously required, and dissatisfied as he must 
Fi gu re 17 . The Th ird Boyd Adhesive Stamp, No. 20 L. 3. (Specime n struc k with Type " a" 
prepaid mark. ) Used February to July, 1845. 
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have been w ith th e in ferior product last de­
live red, we may consider it likely th at he 
t u rned to a new engrave r. Certa inly, the 
next va rie ty showed a marked improvement 
ove r its predecessor. 

(To be Continued) 
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t ory f or I844-5 . 
12. T he tenantry of No . 45 Wi ll iam Street h as 

been reconstructed from D oggett , Op . C it. 
13. Ell iott P erry an d Arthu r G. H all , 011 e H 11 11 -

d red Y rars A go, H andbook of the American P h ilatel ic 
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z+ . Char les Coster, U11 ited States Locals a11 d Th eir 
Hist ory, Scott and Company ( New Yo rk, 1877 ) p. 26. 
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3 1. J. W. Soott, " A H istory of Postage Stamps, 
Se ::tion II, Loca l or City D eli ve ry Stamps," Am eri­
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PART Ill * 

" Paid" Postmarks and " Paid" Town 

Postmarks 

While no special stamped ma rkings can be 
fou nd on paid lette rs of th e 18th century, 
s hor tly after th e gener al int rod uction of post­
ma rks in 1818 some la rge post offices st a rted 
·to use spec ial hands tamps, w hich showed th e 
\\·ord "FRL1NCO ,n equivalent to "P aid" or, 
in the Itali an-speaking parts of th e country, 
" FRANCA." In a few in st ances, for a short 
pe r iod du ring and shortly afte r the revolution 
in H ungary, hand stamps wi th th e Hunga rian 
te rm " BERMEN T ES" we re used fo r paid 
lette rs. These " P aid" markings we re eithe r 
applie d by separate hands tam ps or th e word 
" Franco" was included in t ow n postmarks. 
[ t seems th at these co mbined postm a rks we re 
th e older ones, as th e old est is known as ea rly 
as 1818 , while th e ea rlies t separate "F ranco" 
po ~ ~m a rk is of 1824. It is probable th at th e 
idea of using such special markings was in-
1·.e rited fro m th e days of fo reign occupation, 
as th e F rench used special P . P. markings fo r 
pa id letters, especially in th e P rovi nce of 
I1lyria . 

In 1838, th e general us e of "Franco" post­
m a rks on all letters was ordered and made 
compu lsory beginning May I , 1839. From 
this date on, all post offices had to use a 
h ands tamp " F RANCO" on all outgoing paid 
letters. T his order was generally obeyed and 

., ( Co:o tinue d f1 0 :11 pa :;e 222 ) . 
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h "F " only in a few inst ances was t e ranco 
postmark omitted, eithe r through error or 
ca relessness. The conventional marking of 
paid lette rs by diagonal crossed l ines on t~ e 
ad dress side was not abolished and h ad still 
to l:;e applied to all pa id letters even af ter the 
special "F ranco" postm a rks came into use. 

The use of "Franco" pos tm arks ended w ith 
th e pre-s t amp period. In the decree, w hich 
int ro duced post age stamps, it was expressly 
stated th at th e use of " F ranco" pos tm arks 
had to be di sco nti·nued. But neve rtheless not 
only a small number of combined " P aid" 
town postm arks were continued in use, but 
occasionally th e now obsolete postma rks w ith 
" FRA 1 CO" alone were also used as can­
celler s. 

The "Franco" pos tm arks w ithout t own 
nam e have simil a r types as th e contemporary 
town postm a rks. They a re either straight 
l ines or have rectangular or oval fra m es . The 
let te ring is eith er in Roman or sc ript lette rs 
o r in italics. O nly a few " F r anco" postm arks 
of fa ncy design we re used . Except fo r dif­
fe rent o rth og raphy-some pos tm arks had 
" FRAN K O " or " FRAN KIRT" inste ad of 
" FRANCO," a few "F rco"-and th e use of 
the Itali an "FRANCA " and th e r are Hun­
ga ri an " BER MENT ES" or abb revia ted 
" BE R M." markings, not much variety can be 
obser ved, alth ough und oubtedly centrally and 
r egion ally as well as locally manufactured 
postm arks we re used. T riest used a 
" F RA N CO" pos tmark w ith added fi gu re "2" 
O. 4 



AUSTRIA PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
FRANCO 
~3.9 

FRANCO 
'ti+ 2. 

~ 
'tlf-$ 

I FRANKO) 
lf-ltS 

FRANCO fl. 

.FRANCA 
lt56 

't59 

FRANCO F:ranco. 
lf.lf.O 'f41 

FRANKO Franco 
't-'t-3 i..i..i,. 

fFRANco) ~ 
it'r6 lj.lfl 

.CfRANc(>) IF.RAN col 
4-'+9 

'+SO 

4Sf 't52. 

FR4NC05. FRANCA 
1/-55 
.I , 

BERMENTES . BERM: 
457 458 

Fig. 439 to 458. "PA ID" POSTMARKS. 

FRANCO 
1:3.JAM 

PHANCO 
17. SEP: 

461 

lf62. 

Fig. 459 to 462. " PAI D" POST MARKS. Arrival markings of Wien . 
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AUSTRIA PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
VON 

lf-65 

Fi g. 463 to 465. " PA ID" TOWN POSTMARKS. Date less postmarks with " V." or " Von " 
before the town name. 

BUD WEIS 
FRANCO. 

11-l.b 

PILSEN 
FRANCO 

4-69 

GRAN 
.FRANCO 

'+78 

MARBURG 
FRANCO. 

'*''7 

~~Q) 
470 

473 

LAI BACH 
FRANCO 

'+19 

BAUTSCH 
FRANKO 

't68 

TYRNAU 
~ 

471 

APA THIN 
f'ranco 

11-77 

11-80 

Fig. 466 to 480. " PAID" TOWN POSTMARKS. Date less postmarks, stra ight line and wi th 
oval or rectangular frame . 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV IIT , NO. 4 



AUSTRIA PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
or "3," to show for which tariff zone the 
letter was prepaid. Wien first used "Franco" 
postmarks since 1824, but only upon arrival, 
stamping a curved script "Franco" on the 
fac e of arriving lettei-s. This postmark was 
replaced in 1830 by unusual straight line 
postmarks with "FRANCO" on the first 
and the date on the second line. Only from 
1837 these postmarks were stamped on the 
290 THE COL
back of the letters, as was the case with a 
double circle "WIEN FRANCO" postmark 
with the date in the center, which was intro­
duced at the same time. These "Franco" 
postmarks of Wien are the only "Franco" 
postmarks known to be used only on arriving 
and not on outgoing letters. 

Much more diversified were the " Franco" 
town postmarks which included also the name 
WIEN ZENGG 
FRANCO 

lt81 

~~'\ 

, Franco. /. 
'+-81f-

4-92. 

-jRANco 

TEPLITS 

'+90 

FRANCO 
4-83 

482 

lfBS 

4-88 

lf-91 

493 

Fig. 481 to 494. "PAID" TOWN POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks, ornamented or with 
fancy frame. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxvm, NO. 4 
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BRUNN 
FRANCO 

11t.DEC: 
495 

Gratz 
20.Juli 
FRANCO 

NEUHAUS 
FRANCO 27 

7 

Mett~aus 5 
:JF r a 11c~ 7 

1t9E> 
'f97 lf98 

4-99 Soo 

fRAG 
_Q_ 
9 

1-Ab 
p.RAN'CO 

501 502. 50.3 

Fig. 495 to 503. " PAI D" TOWN POSTMARKS. Dated postmarks. 
of the post office. The oldest types, all local­
ly or regionally procured, were straight lines, 
with the town name on the first, · the word 
"FRANCO" on the second line, and had 
mostly lettering in Roman letters, some partly 
in italics, only a few were in script letters. 
Script letters were more frequent in the post­
marks with rectangular or oval frames. 
There are also postmarks of this kind in 
various, partly fancy frames and with orna­
m ents, mostly of local origin, making this 
group of postmarks quite attractive. A few 
of the l ater types had the date included or 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, 
separately added, in some cases even the year 
date. These combined "Franco" town post­
marks were mostly used alone, but some post 
offices needlessly always added the regular 
town postmark. 

Mention should be made here of a small 
group of postmarks which were used on un­
paid letters. Such markings were not custom­
ary in Austria and the few known examples 
were locally made types, which included the 
word "PORTO," the equivalent Austrian 
term for "Unpaid." Wien used a special, 
fancy framed "Unpaid" postmark, inscribed 
SOit-

\ file4l: ~ :\ 
505 

Fig. 504, 505. "UNPAID" TOWN POSTMARKS. 
NO. 4 



AUSTRIA PR E- STAMP POST MA RKS 
12 
Fig. 506. RATE POSTMARK. 

"Wien Tax," continuously from 1824 up to 
th e end of the pre-stamp period, on th e face 
of ar riving unpaid letters only. 

There were, unlike m any other countries, 
no stamped rate markings in Austria during 
th e pre-s tamp period. The r ates, paid ones 
as well as those to be collected, were wri tten 
on in ink or red pencil. Aside from some 
C ity Posts, which used stamped rate mark­
ings, the only exception we found was a letter 
from R eute in T yrol to Linz in Upper Aus­
tri a, dated April 24, 1850, with a large 
stamped " 12" on the address side. The use 
of such a st amped rate mark is somewhat of 
a mystery and needs furth er inves tigation to 
clarify th e origin and history of this uniquely 
known stamped r ate marking. 

"Registered" Postmarks and "Regis­
tered" Town Postmarks 

As in the case of the " Paid" postmarks, the 
special markings for registered letters can 
also be sepa rated into two groups, simple 
" R egis tered" postm arks and postmarks which 
we re a combin ation of tow n and " Regis tered" 
postmark. 

No stamped markings of this kind can be 
fo und of th e 18th century. But during the 
Bavarian occupa tion of several provinces, 
handstamps with the French word " Charge," 
th e term at th at time used by the French for 
"R egistered," were used there since 181 l on 
registered letters. No stamped "R egistered" 
markings a re known und er Austrian rule un­
til after 181 8, w hen th e first such markings 
were introduced in th e Twenties. The Aus­
tri an term was "Recomandi1·t," sometimes 
written " R eco mendirt," both with a single or 
double " m," or occasionally " R eco mando," 
used also in various abbreviations, as "R eco­
mand. ", "R ecomend.", " R ecommd.", " R e-
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comdt. ", " R ecoman.", "Recomen.", " Reco­
ma. ", and most frequently "Recom.". Un­
usual spellings, " R ecomandier t," " Rekom an­
dirt" and similar, can also be found occasion­
ally. In th e Itali an-speaking parts of the 
country the Italian term " Raccomandata" or 
abbreviated " R accom." was used. In Hun­
gary, during the R evolution of 1848, a few 
postmarks w ith the Hunga ri an term " Ajan­
l ott" were introduced and used for a few 
years. Besides th ese, a number of "Charge" 
postmarks, lef t over from Bavarian Occupa­
tion, were used at fo rmerly Bavarian-occu­
pied post offices, but surpri singly also at a few 
oth ers. The types were straight lines, as well 
as ones with rectangular or oval frames. A 
few curved and fancy postmarks can also be 
found. Lettering was in R oman, ital ics or 
script. 

Most of th e " Registe red" postmarks of the 
Twenties and Thirties were locally manufac­
tured, but seve ral regional groups seem to 
exist, such as th e curved types, which were 
characteri stic of post offices in Galicia and 
Bucovina, as well as a few other types not so 
distinct. They were mostly used only by 
la rger pos t offices; th e smaller ones continued 
to use th e convention al manu script markings 
as indeed did a number of large post offices 
perm anently or occasionally. An order issued 
in r838 introduced th e · " Regis tered" post­
ma rks generally at all post offices and begin­
ning May I , 1839, all r egistered letters 
should have received th e special "R egistered" 
postm arks. The ord er was almost generally 
obeyed , but quite a number of post offices 
used regul arly, and occasionally also others, 
for many years to come th e old manuscript 
marking method , because of permanent or 
temporary lack of a " R egistered" postm a rk. 
Several post offices, for good measure, used 
both marking methods, manuscript marking 
and hand stamp, on th e same letter. 

The " R egistered" postmarks had to be used 
in add ition to the regular postmarks and let­
ters were handled usually in that way. Only 
in very rare cases and obviously by error , 
covers which have only a registered but no 
town postmark can be found. 

On opposite page : 

Fig. 507 to 546. "REGISTERED" POSTMARKS. 
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RECOMMANDIRT RE COM: RECOMANDIRT 
501 508 509 

RE CO MAND: REKOMANDIRT 
512. 

RECOMAND 
510 

511 

Recomand Recommanclirt RECOMANDIRT 
51} 

515 

Recomandirf. 
_ Slit 

REC'OMJlNDIRT 
S16 s11 

RECOM. RECON.MANJJIR7 
518 519 

~irt" ~ 52.1 s.u 
~c:,o"MANlJ;~ ~~ # 

52'1- ?> 'hMA~\)'\ 

52.J 

52.5 

(BECOM) ~ 
52.7 

52.8 

<€COMMAND~ 
52.9 

~ .RBCOMAN' 
.DIRT. 

530 531 
• 532. 

533 SJS 

53'r 

RAC COM: RACCOMANDATA R.A.CCO.M: 
537 538 

IRACCOMANDATAl 
539 .S'tO , 

/ ~/ CHARGE CHA/ICC 
5'1-1 51f2. S'l-3 , 
~ "? , ~~ AJANLOTT. J "1 N lJO 

Slttr sirs 5'1-6 
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KARLS TADT 
RECOMANDIRT 

51;9 
551 

~<6ri~ft§ ~RAAB~ 
~c>ol\fA~~ 

553 

ss:~ BERKESZ 
6~~ CoM !\.~~ 

552. 

556 

560 

563 

APATHIN 
recomandirt 

5~7 

5"61 

56'r 

55't 

~cOMA.;v.t> 
Q; 6lf!j 0 

GUNS 
ssa 

SSS 

559 

56.2. 

~~DI.s0 
~ -9 

Ng N 
~~ ~ 

Co Mr-..~~ 

565 

Fig. 549 to 573. " REG ISTER ED" TOWN POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks, straight line 
and with oval, ci rcula r or rectangula r frame . 



AUSTRIA PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
V:WIEN :RECQM: 
5i;.7 

5~8 

Fig. 547 , 548. " REGISTERED" TOWN POSTMARKS. Dateless postma rks with " V." before 
the town name. 

s1s 

. 578 
577 579 

580 
581 

58~ sa3 se~ 

Fig. 574 to 584. "REGISTERED" TOWN POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks, ornamented 
or wi th fancy frame. 
The " R egistered" town postmarks, which 
combined town and " Registered" postmark, 
made such mistakes impossible. It seems th at 
they were older than the separate " Regis­
tered" markings. The first one is known from 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, 
Wien , I 824, and is also remarkable through 
th e fac t that the tow n name is preceded by 
a "V.," which is unusual on this type of post­
mark. Although most of these "Registe red" 
town postmarks obviously were locally made 
NO. 4 295 



A U: S T . R_I A p .R .E - S TA M P p 0 S T M A R K S 
µ£,MBE-Rc WIEN 
RECOMMAND: 

18. JUL: 
S85" 

LEMBERG 
2. Jl!L.JBlJ-9 

re com. 
13. Jun. 35 

587 

588 589 590 

Fig. 585 to 590. " REGISTERED" TOWN POSTMARKS. Dated postmarks. 
and partly show very fancy and attractive de­
signs, some regional types can be recogniz ed, 
such as ovals in Hunga ry and fancy ribbon 
types, mostly showing two snake he ads, in 
Croati a-Slavon ia and th e C roati an-Slavoni an 
Milita ry Bord er D is tr ict. Some of the nicest 
Austri an pre-s t amp postmarks belong to this 
group, which shows sometimes also add itional 
inscriptions, such as the "N B" fo r " ot a 
Bene," t aken over from th e m anuscript mark­
ings, or " No." w ith space fo r m anuscript in­
sertion of a number . One postm ark even 
showed th e in scription " F ranco und R ecom­
mandirt," being therefore a " P aid R egistered" 
town pos tmark . A few of the " R egistered" 
town postm arks had space provid ed in their 
design to insert th e tow n n ame or the date by 
separ ate h andstamps. 

591 

Fi g. 591 . " PAID REGISTERED" TOWN POST­
MARK. 
T H E COL
After l\.1ay 1, 1839, w hen " R egistered" 
postm arks we re gener ally introcl.uced at all 
post offices, compa ratively few new " Regis­
te red" town postm arks appe:i red. Some of 
th ese new pos tm arks includ<:d the da te. T he 
great m ajo rity of post offices received cen­
trally manu fac tured simple " R ECOM ." post­
ma rks in R oman letters o r it alics, and many 
oth ers procured fo r themselves locally or re­
g ionally made simil a r postm arks, some of 
th em also in sc ript letters o r w ith va rious 
frames. When postage st amps we re int ro­
duced, th e use of " R egiste red" postmarks was 
continued and th ey we re kept generally in use 
fo r several decades, be for e th ey we re replaced 
by " R egistered" labels in the late E ighties. 
O nly some of th e combined " Registered" 
tow n postmarks were also regul arly used as 
ranceller s. Most of them were used alone, 
but a number of post offi ces used " R egist ered" 
town postm a rks in addi tion to th e regula r 
town postm arks. 

Arrival Postmarks 

Even befo re th e fi rst postm arks appeared, 
the r egul ations for th e post offices provided 
th at th e da te of arrival h ad to be marked on 
th e back of each letter in ink o r red pencil.• 
O nly a few post offices complied wi th this 
orde r and we fi nd such manuscr ipt markings 
quite in frequently on ea rly letter s. Bu t when 
some post offices introduced th ei r fi rst post-
LECTORS CL.U B PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXVI II, NO. 4 



A UST R IA PR E - STAMP P O ST MA RKS 
"b :;. ~: 1r.~ 18.Jul. 
592. .5'95 59¥-

6~ i.3 .. ttn. l>tJ. ~ I8tui !}Rai 
S97 595 S96 

Fig. 592 to 597 . ARRIVAL POSTMARKS. 18 th century date postmarks. 
marks, th ey also created at th e same time o r 
only a few years later , special postm arks to 
stamp the day of a rrival on th e back of let­
te rs. 

T he oldes t know n arrival pos tmark of this 
kind was used in l 7 58 at O edenbu rg. O ther 
post offices fo llowed hesi t antly wi th locally 
made types . O nly since 1781 , fo llowing new 
regulat ions, d id a g reater number of th e large 
post offi ces st a rt to use date postm arks on 
the back of ar rivin g letters. A type in text 
letters, obviously centr ally manu factured 
showi ng th e month in lette rs, preceded by a 
sign which meant " D en" ( "The"), was main­
ly used. 

When, af te r I 790 th e use of town post­
marks ceased , th e a rrival postm arks were 
also abol ished. But a few post offices, af ter 
ceasin g to use th eir regul ar town postm arks, 
cont in ued to use th e a rrival postm arks a few 
yea rs longer. L etters fro m th is period some-
T HE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL . XXV III , 
t imes show only an a rrival postm ark on the 
back, but no oth er postm ark. 

When at th e end of 1817 th e general intro­
duction of postm a rks was o rd ered, th e in­
structi ons provided that the a rrival da te had 
to he ma rked on th e back of all letters in ink 
o r red pencil. I t seems th at th e General 
P os ta l AJ ministrat ion w as not aware of the 
fact th at decades before a number of post 
offices had used spe ~ !al postmarks for th at 
purpose. A number of them st ill had these 
old da te postmark s and star ted to use th em 
aga in in 1818; others c reated simila r new 
ones, w hich for th e firs t time frequently in­
clud ed th e year da te. All these new da te 
postmarks seem to have been locally or r e­
gionally made and th ey va ry in sh ape and let­
tering, some of th em consist ing only of fi gures. 
A t th e same tim e, in 1818, ar rival postmarks 
appea red which includ ed also th e nam e of the 
pos t office; simila r ar rival postmarks can be 
25MAJ. 16.NOVEM: 
598 S99 

~ttt 7&Jutti. DEC. 2. 
t>ot 

001 

8 Den 22 . MARZ 1819 

4-
(io6 

2-.JUNII.824 
6oa 009 

10.0CTOBER 18 
600 

1 16-2 31 
5 bOJ; 

bO~ 60~ 

1Z.Juli 1818. @ 007 

241220 • 

"'o bll 

Fig. 598 to 6 11 . ARRIVAL POSTMARKS. 19 th century date pos tmarks. 
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Fig . 612 to 624. ARRIVAL POSTMARKS. Dated town postmarks. 
found in isolated cases even a few years ear­
lier. These arrival town post marks , although 
they did not comply with the regul ations, 
come from a number of la rge post offices and 
had, due to local m anufacture, various sh apes 
and lettering. In a number of cases th P. post 
office s stamped their dateless town postm arks 
as arrival postmarks on the back of letters 
and add ed th e date in manuscript. The small 
post offices usu ally wrote only the date in 
manusc ript on th e back of th e a rriving letters, 
but quite frequently we find no arrival mark­
ings at all. Even some la rge post offices did 
~o or started to use a rrival postmarks only 
a t a later date. 

A s ea rly as th e Twenti es a few post offices 
h ad started to use the regular postmarks alsu 
as arrival postmarks and this sensible practice 
was generally adopted w hen the use of arrival 
postmarks a t all post offices was ordered be­
ginning May T, 1839. Only the la rge post 
offices had to provide special da ted tow n po st­
marks for this purpose, w hile all other post 
offices were to use their r egular town post­
marks as arrival postmarks on the back of 
letters. The special a rrival postmarks of 
large post offices were frequently of a design 
similar to thr regular town postmarks, and 
only distinguished by their use, not by their 
298 THE COL
type. The special "F ranco" arr ival post­
marks, used for paid letters arriving at Wien, 
have already been mentioned with th e " P aid" 
postma rks. They also h ave, until r837, th e 
distinction of being st amped on th e add ress 
side of th e letters. Wien had several other 
special ar rival postmarks, the las t one, used 
since r 8-i.8, showed in a box the town name, 
date and delivery number, which added 
" Best. " , abb reviation fo r " Bestellung," which 
means "delive ry." 

The special a rrival town postmarks we re 
also occas ionally used a t some post offices as 
r egula r town postmarks for outgoing mail, 
in which case th e distinction between regular 
tow n postmarks and arrival town postmarks 
is beclouded . In a few isolated cases, even 
date postmarks w ith out town name have been 
used-by error or in emergencies-on out­
going mail. On th e other h and , some post 
offices used the date postmarks, w hich they 
added since r839 to th eir dateless town post­
ma rks, also alone as ar rival postmarks. 

Othe r Additional Postal Markings 

Comparatively few additional markings, for 
w hich postmarks were used, can be found on 
Austrian pre-stamp cove rs and all a re of the 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV II I, NO. 4 
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Fig. 625 to 630. "TOO LATE" POSTMARKS. 
last three decades of the pre-stamp period. 
They were to a large extent markings, which 
were to provide the mailmen, who handled 
the letters, with information about the appli­
cation of rates or other regulations, but in a 
few cases also to explain to the addressee the 
route the letter took or a delay in the mailing 
of it. 

In this latter group belong all postmarks 
which show how the letter was transported. 
On letters from Austrian ports, which went 
by ship, generally a manuscript marking was 
used. In all coastal regions of Austria and 
on ships, I tali an was the customary language; 
these markings therefore read "Via di Mare," 
meaning " By Sea." In the last decade of the 
pre-stamp period we also found occasionally 
hand stamps with th e same wording on letters. 
But all of them seem to have been applied not 
at the Austrian port of departure but at a 
fore ign port on arrival and none of them is 
undoubtedly of Austrian origin. 

ec 
CONTRO 633 

612. 

Fig. 631 to 633. CONTROL POSTMARKS. 
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Another group of postmarks, belonging to 
the explanatory kind , are the " Too Late" 
postmarks. They had the inscription "N ach 
/lbgang der Post," which means "After de­
parture of the mail" and were put on letters 
which were mailed after the last mail of the 
day was shipped and therefore had to be held 
over to the next day. Only the largest post 
offices had such handstamps and they are 
found quite infrequently. In the Italian­
speaking parts of the country, the term "Dopo 
la Partenza," simply meaning "After De­
parture," was used. 

Only for internal information were "con­
trol" handstamps, which showed that a letter 
was checked by a supervising postal agent in 
regard to application of rates, regulations etc. 
The frequent violations of postal rules by 
some post offices led to establishment of a con­
trol system, which first worked without leav­
ing marks on the letters checked. Later, in 
the Thirti es, the supervising agents seemed 
to want to show the extent of their work by 
using special control markings, usually found 
on the bac;ks of letters. They consisted of 
the word "C ontrol" or abbreviated "Contro", 
or even simply "C." 

WA.B. T.R. 
635 

Fig. 634, 635. " FORWARDED" POSTMARK 
and TRANSIT POSTMARK. 
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G-RENZE .PRONTIERE 
636 637 

Fig. 636, 637 . " PAI D TO BORDER" POST­
MARKS. 

For Forwarded L etters, a specia l marking 
was used in Wien, to show th at addition al 
post al fees had to be collected from the ad­
dressee. This marking consisted of the let­
ters "W. A. B." only, abbreviation for 
"Wiener Abzug Brief" ( meaning roughly 
" Deductible letter from Wien") and can be 
found only infrequently. 

On letters, which went from one Austrian 
province to another in tr ansit through th e 
Kingdom of Lombarrly-Ven etia, for example 
from Triest to Southern T yrol , we can find a 
m arking " T . R.", which probably meant 
"Transito Regno" (Transit Kingdom). 

A greater number of postal markings can 
be found on lett ers to fo reign co untries. 
First all th ese m arkings, especially rega rding 
r a tes and route, were made in manuscript . 
But later, when it became possible to pay 
post age for letters to some foreign countries 
either to the Austri an border or to the desti­
nation, frequ ent mistakes led in 1841 to the 
introduction of a special postmark " GREN­
ZE," meaning " Border" which was applied 
by la rge post office s or by border post offices, 
h andling the exchange of letters to foreign 
co untries, on letters prepaid only to the bor­
der. This handstamp was used in addition 
to the "FRANCO" m arkings, on th e address 
side of th e letter s. In the Italian-speaking 
parts of th e country and for letters to Italy, 
a marking "FRONTIERE", of th e same 
meaning, was used. 

When the first postal treaties were con­
, eluded with foreign countries, they necessi­

t ated the u se of certa in m arkings, which were 
300 THE CO
OB.C. 
6)8 

lE.BAD.C. 
639 

Fig. 638, 639. " TREATY" POSTMARKS. 

partly applied by handstamps. For example, 
letters to Bavaria at reduced rates received 
in the Forties a marking "O. B. C.", which 
>eems to h ave stood for " O este rreichisch­
Hayrische Convention" (Austri an-B ava ri an 
Treaty) . For letters from Bavari a to Aus­
tri a, similar markings, but lettered " B. 0. 
C." , were used at the same time. For letters 
to and from Baden markings "O e. Bad. C." 
and " Bad. O e. C." were used. These and 
similar markings lead to th e large group of 
origin markings, w hich we re st amped on for­
eign let ter s to show w hence the letter came. 
Such markin gs, usually wi th the name of the 
country of o rigi n, were used by several coun­
tri es . Austria star ted to use such markings 
on incoming foreign mai l shortly af ter 1818. 
They gave only th e name of th e cou ntry of 
origin in French and no oth er indication. 
Similar ma rkings, found on Austrian lette rs 
to fo reign cou ntries, were applied outside of 
Austria and are th erefo re not Austrian post­
marks. 

Mon ey letters , which included currency or 
bank notes, cou ld be presented for mailing 
open or, for a lower fee , sealed. If mailed 
open, th e mail coach se rvice, which h andled 
all money letter s, certified th e contents of the 
letter , by using its own wax seal for sealing 
it. On th e oth er hand , if mailed sealed, mail 
coach agencies did not gua rantee the contents, 
only th e intactness of the private wax seals. 
In th e late Thirties, special h ands tamps 
"N ach Angabe" or " Laut Angabe," meaning 
"As st ated " were pl aced on such letters, to 
show th at th e given contents was claimed by 
th e sender, but not guaranteed by the mail 
coach se rvice. 
Cracov i e. Tur quie. RUSSI.B 
b 'rO 6 4-1 b 4-2. 

Fig. 640 to 642. AUSTRIAN ORIGIN POSTMARKS for mail from abroad. 
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Fig. 643, 644. MONEY LETTER POSTMARKS. 
Disinfection Markings 

The spread of deadly contagious diseases, 
especially chol era, early in the r 8th century 
alarmed most European countries. As mod­
ern scientific knowledge concerning the nature 
of th ese diseases was lacking, among other 
things letters also came under suspicion as 
possible car riers of disease. We know now, 
th at letters cou ld not car ry disease from one 
place to another, but at that time , such a 
suspicion was sufficient to warrant thorough 
action. Disinfec tion of lette1·s which came 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PHlLATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, 
from disease-ridden countries, especially Tur­
key and Russia , was introduced by almost all 
countries in the 18th century. The letters 
were usually disinfected by fumigation; they 
were opened, fumigated and closed again, or 
/roles were punched in them by a special de­
vice, called " R ast el" in Austria, or they were 
simply fumigated on tir e outside. The job of 
disinfection was originally done by hospitals ; 
later special Sanitary Stations (Sanitaets­
Stationen) on the borders were opened. Af­
ter they fumigated the letters, they re-sealed 
them by using their own seals. Later in the 
VON 
Al/SSENl!N.D INEN 

GEREINIGT zu 

POJJGORZE 
61rb 

C 0 NFINE DI MET: 
6't8 

~~~~ 
W,SENLLVam 68ber1835 . 
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Fig. 645 to 542. DISINFECTION MARKINGS for mail from abroad. 
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Fi-g. 653 to 6 59. DISINFECTION MARKINGS for domestic mail . 
18th century the first hand stamped disin fec­
tion m arkin gs were introduced , to certify 
proper handling of the preventive me asures. 
These Disinfection Markings are not post­
marks, because they we re applied by the health 
authorities and not by the post offices, but, as 
they w ere used on letters, they deserve a 
pl ace in a coll ection of pre-stamp postmarks. 

In Austri a, w here disinfection of foreign 
letters w as introduced early in th e 18th cen­
tury, the fir st disinfection marking came in 
use in 1787 at the Sanitary Station at S emlin, . 
for lette rs arriving from the Balkans. This 
and oth er ea rly markings, we re circul ar and 
showed the Austri an eagle in th e center , sur­
rounded by th e Italian inscription "Netto de 
f u ora e di dentro," meaning "Clean in- and 
outside," or "Ne t to fu ora e sporco di dentro," 
w hich means " C lean outside and unclean in­
side." Italian inscriptions we re fi r st used ex­
clusively on th ese markings, because this w as 
th e officifl l language of th e Sanitary Se rvice 
a t th at tim e. Ea rly in th e 19th century, some 
markings w ith th e L atin inscription " Sigillu m 
S anitatis" appeared, fo llowed in the Thirties 
by markings w ith Itali an or L atin inscrip­
tions, which included also th e name of the 
Sanitary Stat ion. The terms, which were 
used to des ignate th e Sanitary Stations we re 
3 0 2 TH E COL
quite va ri able at th at time and they were al­
ways in G erm an, w hich created a sharp con­
tras t to th e other inscriptions, usually in 
Itali an. T erms like " Sanitaets-A nstalt" 
(Sanitary Establishment ), "C ontumaz-A m t" 
(Quar antine Office) , or " Rastelamt" were 
used. These latter dis infection markings 
came in different designs, like ovals and 
occas ionally str aight lines, usually w ithout 
th e Austri an Arms. In the las t tw o decades 
of the pre-stamp period the number of Sani­
t a ry Sta tions increased sharply, as now not 
only foreign letters w ere disinfected, but also 
letters w hich went from one Austri an province 
to anoth er, sometimes even fro m one district 
of a province to anoth er of the same province. 
Seve ral of th ese primar ily local Sanitary 
Station s but also some oth ers had markings 
w ith th e inscriptions in German stating th at 
th e letter was "G eraeucher t" (fumigated) or 
" Vo n inn en und aussen gereinigt" ( C leaned 
in- and outside). 

Disin fec tion of letters was ~!so customary 
after th e pre-stamp pe riod and was only 
abolished in th e l ate r part of the 19th cen­
tury, when th e fut ility of the disinfection pro­
ced ure was realized. 

(T o be Continued) 
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(Page numbers mentioned in text refer to Handbook Parts I to IV, 
Collectors Club transla t ion of Koh l's "Greece.") 
Second Period ( 1886 - 1901 ) 

The Small Hermes Heads ; 
Commemorative Issue of 1896 ; 

the Surcharged issues of 1900 

Tariff regulations: During the second 
period the domestic postal rates underwent 
only minor changes. The Royal Decree of 
Mar. 30, 1891 , reduced the r ate for local let­
ters in the Athens and Piraeus postal dis­
tricts, o r between them, to 10 L . for each 15 
grams, and for visiting cards a general local 
rate of 2 L. was introduced. The same De­
cree also ordered the production of postal 
statione ry (le tter-ca rd s, envelopes and wrap­
pers, see the Timbr e-Poste 1892, pages 
39/ 40). Because of the depreciation of the 
Greek currency two Roy al D ec rees of D ec. 
23 , 1892 announced an increase in the regis­
tr ation fee from 20 L. to 25 L., and from 
25 L. to 30 L. for the simple foreign letter 
rate, to become effective on Jan . 1, 1893. 
This latter increase was handled in the fol­
lowing manner ; the blue 25 L. stamps No. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVl!I, 
83 were declared obsolete as of Dec. 31, 
1 892, and were superseded by the lilac 25 L. 
stamps No. 85 which, in spite of their face 
value, were sold for 30 L. (see further un­
der No. 87). In the latter half of 1900, and 
for the same re ason, the foreign rates for 
parcel post and registered mail were figured 
on a gold basi s, and for this purpose stamps 
were issued with a surcharge showing the 
value and the letters A M ( = Axia Metal­
liki or Value in Metal, i. e. gold). 

The Small Hermes Heads 

The design, a·riginal die, and the plates of 
the small H ermes Heads series were pro­
duced in Belgium. The design was drawn by 
H. Hendricx, and the engraver of the Bel­
gian Government Printing Office, A. Dams, 
engraved th e original die. The initials H. H. 
of the designer, and A. D. of the engraver are 
found to the left and right respectively above 
tf:e lower fr ame line, and below the fan­
shaped ornament und er the panel containing 
th e currency designation. The pl ates were 
NO. 4 303 
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Belgian 
Printing 

Good 
Athens Printing 

Poor 
Athens Printing 

Coarse 
Athens Printing 
prepared at th e G overnment Printing Office 
a t Malines . 

The fi rst printings of th e small H ermes 
H eads we re m ade in th e Gove rnment O ffice, 
afte r which the pl ates w ere sent to Athens, 
where all furth er printings were made. For 
this reason the small H ermes H eads are fi r st 
of all divided into two groups; th e Belgian 
Printings and th e Athens Printings. The 
Ath ens printings th emselves we re produced, 
or issued, in two different periods; namely, 
fi rst, fro m Ma rch/ August 1889 to the issu­
ing of th e commemor ative issue in April 
1896; second , after th e lepta values of th e 
Olympic Games issue had been used up , from 
April 1898 to their w ithd rawal in 1900. Ac­
co rdingly th e small H ermes H eads break 
down into three different issues:-

I I ssu e, consisting of th e Belgian printings 
Nos. 69-77 , first iss ued officially on Apr. 
I ( 13), 1886 (25, 50 L. and l Dr. in ac­
cordance w ith the int rod uction of the 
gener al U niversal P ostal r ates in July 
1883, see page 5), or Febru ary 1888 (1, 
5, JO , 20, 40 L. ), or August 1888 (2 L. ). 

II I ssu e, consistin g of th e A th ens printings 
of the fi rst period 1889-1896, namely, 

rst Gro up, cove ring th e st amps Nos. 78-
83 (r , 2, 5, 10, 20, 25 L . blue) fir st is­
sued in th e latter half of March/ August 
l 889, and th e 40 L . lilac No. 84 fi rst is­
sued on J un. l (13) , 1891. 

211d Gro up, covering th e color changes, 
and supplementary values os. 85-87 
firs t issued on J an. l ( 13), 1893 (25 .L. 
lilac), or J an. 26 (Feb. 2), 1893 (40 L . 
blue) , or Feb. 18, 1895 (1 Dr.). 
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Fin ally, sepa r ated fro m th e preceding groups 
l:y th e Olympic Games issue, the 

ll I I ssue, coverin g th e second pe riod of the 
A th ens printings Ap ril 1898-1900, Nos. 
100-105, fir st issued in Apr. ff , 1898 (1 , 
2, 5, 10, 20 and 25 L . lilac). 

1W ea11 s of iden tificat ion: Besides th e better 
qu ality and uni fo rmity of th e printing ma­
teri a ls used ( paper and printing ink ) , th e 
Eelgian printings a re di stingui shed from th e 
Athens printings by the printing results. In 
th e Belgian printings all deta ils of th e en­
graving, especially th e shading lines of the 
cheek, back of th e neck, and thro at, a re ren­
dered clea r, fin e, and sha rp. The contour of 
the H ermes H ead stands out clearly from th e 
background of th e med allion, and th e back­
ground of th e medallion is neither porous 
(light a reas) nor ove r-inked, but is uni fo rmly 
covered. In the horizontal low er panel con­
taining th e currency designation th e tr ans­
verse hatchin gs a re clea rly distinguishable in 
all of th e values from th e 2 L. on. 

In th e Ath ens printings th e reproduction 
of the engrav ing is generally coarse r. Some 
of its de tails a re almost always smea red, 
blur red, or incompletely printed. The shad­
ing lines of the H ermes H ead are less sharp, 
heavier , and, in th e majority of the printings, 
more or less smea red. The color area of th e 
medallion is always more or less porous 
(broken up by light spots), or ove r-inked. 
In th e la tter instance the medallion back­
ground of ten shows a mosaic-like pattern of 
light and da rk spots. The transve rse hatch­
ings of the lower panel are more or less 
fused , and th e lettering usually appears as if 
set against a solid background. 
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The printing is not sufficient, however, for 
dist ingu ishing between th e two Athens issues. 
The first printings of th e II Issue are gen­
e rally still good ( 1889 ) , even though from 
the beginning they a re not as fine as the Bel­
gian printings, and become generally coarse 
and smea red by 1896. The I II I ssue, how­
ever, agai n starts out in the Spring of 1898 
w ith very good, in some inst ances actually 
fine impressions in the majority of the values, 
which th en deteriorate more rapidly to com­
pletely smeared impressions . Other charac­
te ristics for distinguishing specific printings, 
as they a re found in the la rge Hermes H eads, 
a re lacking at th e present stage of our knowl­
edge of th e sm all Hermes Heads, so that 
differences in the paper becomes the princi­
pal basis for distinguishing between the II 
and the I II Issues of the Athens printings, as 
the paper of th e II Issue also has a number 
of typical characteristics. These differences 
are foun-d chiefly in the color of the paper. 
At first, this is decidedly yellowish, brownish , 
or rellowish-grey, then less yellowish, but 
still decidedly dull and dirty in the 1I Issue, 
and a dull pure white (so-called "sugar­
white") in the III Issue. There a re other 
differences between the II and III Issues, 
again chiefly in the paper, which will be dis­
cussed under the issues themselves. The 
sepa ration of the two groups of the II I ssue 
will be discussed under that Issue. 

The following restriction mu st be added 
to this preliminary survey; in spite of the 
quite re ady separation of the Belgian from 
the Athens printings, a certain amount of ex­
perience is necessa ry in some instances to 
sepa rate them on this basis alone. There 
are, for example, occasional heavy Belgian 
printings, in which the background of th e me­
dallion is not quite smooth , etc., but especial­
l y there a re certa in Athens impressions that 
are hardly inferior to the Belgian. Such in­
s tances a re found in th e earliest printings of 
tl:e II I ssue (fo r example, in the 20 L. val­
ue), and simila r fine Athens prints are actu­
a lly typical in th e first printing of th e III 
I ssue, particularly in the higher values 
(among which the 25 L. is definitely identi­

:fied by its color). W e a re evidently again 
concerned wi th a thorough plate cleaning and 
a new underlay when the plates were again 
put into use in th e Spring of 1898, followed 
bv a raoid deterio ration of th e printing re­
s~lts. ju.st as has cee n noted in th e later is-
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sues of the la rge Hermes Heads. In such 
cases attention should be paid to the other 
identification marks that will be given. It 
will be even more necessa ry to do this with 
th e II and III issues ( the two Athens print­
ing periods), because in the first group of the 
II I ssue th e paper varies considerably, and is 
also generally more yellowish or brownish 
than th a t of the second group. In question­
able circumstances other specific identifica­
tion marks given under the issues should be 
noted . 

Plntrs nnd Sheet Arrangement: The print­
ed sheets contained six ( 3 x 2) separated 
panes of fifty stamps ( 5 x IO) . This sheet 
arrangement is confirmed by press reports of 
th a t time, and by unsevered sheets. Pember­
ton and others had previously assumed that 
the Belgian sheets were a r_ranged in two 
panes of fifty, but in a first report concern­
ing the new Greek issue, the Illustriertes 

- Briefm nrken Journal of 1889, page 90, states 
"300 in a sheet." Accordingly the plates of 
the small Hermes Heads undoubtedly already 
contained 3 x 2 panes of fifty in Malines. 

Further pertinent information can be added 
to the foregoing :56 

The original die , probably engraved in 
steel, conta ined no indication of value. Indi­
vidual numerals and monetary inscriptions, 
i. e., AEIITO r, AEIIT A or AP AXMH, were 
struck separately and inserted to secure the 
desired denomination. 

The Mint employed this m aster die to 
strike ten single cliches and from these, ar­
ranged in two horizontal rows of five, made 
a se ries of blocks of ten electrotypes. 

These blocks, in turn, were placed in rows 
to form a rectangle containing fifty cliches 
which was duplicated electro-chemically six 
tim es to make up the printing pla te. 

A singl e die, cliches for each denomination, 
blocks of ten cliches in zinc and the actual 
plates fro m which the IO, 25, +o, 50 L. and 
1 Dr. stamps were printed have been found 
at th e Government Printing Office in Athens. 

The 300 subj ect sheets of the Athens print­
ings were delivered to the post offices uncut, 
and from a sta tement in the Philatelist of 
r892, page 28+, it is certain th at the per-

- ------------- ---- ---
56 Editor's Note. This information was not incl ud ed in 
the Kohl H a11db ook but was published by the H ell enic 
Ph

0

ila telic Sooiety of Athens in a supplement to their 
ma:;a zine P!tilot elia. 
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fo rated 300-subject sheets we re also de liv­
e red to th e post offices un severed. 'fhi s can 
only have refe rence to th e comb-perfo r ation 
I 30 which was supplied at th e M int, be­
cause th e 110 perforation was produced 
only at th e main post office in Ath ens. 

T he official perfo rat io ns: As we h ave al­
ready seen un de r the la rge H ermes H eads, 
pages I 59/ 161, th ere a re two official perfora­
tions, the comb-perfora tion 13 0 , made on 
th e machine obtain ed in P ari s and set up in 
th e l\!Iint,5 7 and th e l ine-pe r fo ration I 10, 
made on th e machin e procu red in L eipz ig 
and set up in th e main pos t office of Athens. 
T he I 3 }~ perforation, the refor e, was applied 
to th e sheets befo re th ey we re distributed to 
the post offices, and th ey we re d istributed in­
discriminately w ith unperfo rated sheets. On 
th e oth er hancj, the 11 0 perforation was ap­
plied at th e post office in Ath ens af ter it r e­
ce ived th e unperfor ated sheet s from th e dis-
tributing office . Stamps perfo ra ted II 0 -
were used almost exclusively m Ath ens, 
P irae us and nearby offices . 

F rom this circumstance Dr. C. S. Socolis 
h as reasoned, Philatelist, 1892, pages 284/ 5 
th at th e Ath ens post office per fo r ation II 0 
should not be recognized as having th e same 
standing as th e r 3 }~ pe rfora tion applied by 
the M int, but should be pl aced in th e same 
.catego ry as th e per fo rations of oth er pro­
vincial post offices (which apparently also 
had official sanction a t th a t time) as, fo r ex­
ampl e, in Acarn ani a, or th e Susse per fo rat ions 
of France. H owever, this conception is in­
correct because the press of th at time was 
un animous in st ating th at th e line-perforat­
ing machine procured in L eipz ig was not 
bought by th e Ath ens post office, o r its post­
mas ter , but th at it was o rdered by th e P ost 
Office Department (or pe rh aps by the G reek 
Government itself ) who th en had th e second 
m achine, perforating I I 0 . se t up in the pl ace 
of g reatest st amp demand. Moreove r , th e 
Greek P ost O ffice D epartment did not con­
sid e r th e perforated st amps to be a separ ate 
issue, but issue.d th em ind isc rimin ately w ith 
th e unper fora ted st amps. As a matter of 

"'Ed ito r 's Note. The Greek comb machin e perforated 
each of the ten sta mp s in a single vertica l row on 
th ree sides in one ope rat ion . T he sheet was then 
moved and the. next row perforated in the same manner. 
Sin ce the horizonta l perforations w ere not made in one 
continu ous straight l ine it is usua ll y poss ible to detect 
co unterfeits made on a line-perforating machine. 
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fac t post offices, or official agencies, received 
a somewh at higher rebate on th e face value 
of sheets sent them unpe rfora ted by th e dis­
tr ibuting office (compare foo tnote [27 ] page 
49) . Fo r these reasons the II 0 perforations 
can by no means be placed in th e same cate­
gory as th ose of ce rta in provincial offices, or 
even th ose of AM PHI SSA, P ATRAS, and 
others (see foo tnote [26 ] page 46) . 

In th e Spring of I 889 (early May at th e 
la tes t ) th e F rench technician per fora ted ex­
per iment ally a small number of sheets of each 
value of both th e Belgian and A th ens print­
ings, w ith th e exception of th e 50 L . and I D r. 
valu es, acco rding to official info rm ation from 
th e P ost O ffice D epartment (comp are the 
Timbre-Post e, 1 890, page 82) . At th at time, 
as we shall see late r, th ere could have been 
avail able only th e 1, 20 and 25 L . values of 
th e A th ens printings. 

With th e exception of th e I and 20 L. 
Ath ens printing th ese fi rs t 13 0 pe rforation 
expe riments were not d istributed. H owever, 
specimens have appa rently gotten into col­
lector possession. In any event the occur­
rence of th e I and 40 L. of the Belgian 
printing, and th e 25 L. of th e fi rst Ath ens 
printing, genuinely perfo rated 13 0 is pos­
sibl e, but only as uniss ued tri al pe rforations. 
The 1 and 20 L. st amps of th e Athens print­
ing we re ac t ually officially d istributed and is­
sued w ith this pe rfor ation, and in th e 20 L. 
st amps it possibly included a somewhat larger 
numbe r of shee ts prod uced af ter th e fi r st 
tri als. T he 20 L. stamps No. 82A ( per­
fora ted I 30 ) we re fi rst issued in SYROS on 
May I6( 28) , 1889 "8 , whereas an apparently 
large r number came into circul ation in Athens 
fro m Feb ru ary 1890 on. 
The shee ts of th e I L. st amps No. 78A (per­
fo r ated I3 % ) we re sent to P ATRAS w here 
they we re sold over th e co unter in the la tter 
half of I889. T his inst ance appa rently con­
ce rned a few sheets only, of w hich one un­
seve red shee t of 300 was discove red by a 
phil atelist and purchased by him (compare 
Philatel is t 1892, page 284) . 

A s ea rly as J une I 899, af ter th e depa rture 
of th e French technician, th e r 3Yz pe rfor at­
ing machin e was so bad ly damaged during 
fu r th er perfor ating tri als by the A th ens per­
sonnel th at it had to be sent away fo r repai rs. 
It was not until ea rly Ma rch 189I th at it 
was again se t up in th e M int and put into 
operation. At this time the fi rst la rge regular 
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perfo rating run was made on the 2 L. No. 
79Ba Athens printing which was not issued 
unperforated. Afterwa rd s the Mint perfor­
ating machin e was used only once more, 
namely, for a second , or partial, perforating 
run of the 40 L. No. 84 Athens printing. 

Th e following stamps are the only ones 
issued with the 13Y, perforation:- os. 78, 
79, 82 and 84 Athens printings; the Belgian 
printings up to and including the 40 L.; the 
25 L. Athens printing with trial perforations, 
which was not iss ued , and can therefore only 
occur unused . As the Mint was hardly ac­
cess ibl e to the public (for philatelic purposes) , 
it is unlikely th at other values exist with a 
genuine 13Y, perforation . 

The 11 Y, line-perforating machine, pro­
cured in Leipzig, was first used in March 
1891 at the main post office in Athens, which 
issued for the first time, on Mar. 18(30) , 
1891, th e Athens printings of the 1, 5, 10, 20 
and 25 L. values (Nos. 78, 80/ 83), and the 
Belgian printings of the 40, 50 L. and 1 Dr. 
va!t:es ( 1 os . 7 5/ 77) with the 11 Y, perfora­
tion. The machine remained in the main 
po~t office until 190 1, during which time it 
contin ued to be used for all of the unperfor­
ated sheets of the Athens printings sent it 
by the Mint. fo connection with the I I Y, 
perforation, the only question remaining is 
whether there were official stocks on h and in 
the main post office of Athens of other of the 
Belgian printings than the three highest values 
that were perforated 11 Y, to meet require­
ments, o r for convenience in separation. 

We have already seen that it was possible 
for the public to have its unperforated stamps 

:-.s A ccording to the lllu strierlrs Brie/ marken l o11r11al 
1889. pnge 3z5, one of its readers submitted a 20 L . 

-s tamp with 13 ~ perforation purchased and ca ncelled in 
SYROS. It rnacerned a Belgian impression, the infor-
1ratio:1 wa s 2lrn reported to the Timbre- Paste by its 
correspo:1Gent in PATRAS. H owever, on the ba sis 
of copies submitted to him, Moens was able to de­
termine that they were Athens first printinizs {Ti mbre­
l'os te r 890, page 82). Dr. C. S. Soroli s also ex­
press ly states ( Pl1ilot elist 1892, page 284) that the 
20 L. sta mps distributed with the 13 Yz perforation, 
aoi<l also the perforated r L. stamps of r 889, alrea dy 
·were Athens printings. In part t he reproduction of 
the fir st 20 L. Athens printing is sti ll such an 
excellent one that , lacki ng a larger amoun t of material 
for compa ri son, it might readil y be mistaken for a 
Bel gian printing. 
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perforated ( I I Y, ) at the Athens post office. 
In time this privilege was more and more ex­
ploited , to create ar tificial rarities f.or phila­
telic purposes to the extent th a t even older 
issues, no longer in the official stock of the 
post office, were handed in for perforating. 
We have learned th at at th at time sheets of 
the 1 and 2 L. st amps with the large Hermes 
Heads were still on hand at the main post 
office, and that they were perforated I I Y,, 
so th at at least the possibility exists that 
sheets of the 1-25 L . Belgian printings were 
also still on hand in March 1891 , and th a t 
they were also perforated to simplify sepa­
ration . Dr. Socolis states, in his repeatedly­
mentioned article, "We should not be sur­
prised, therefore, if we find the entire Bel­
gian issue of 1886-1888 perforated 11 Y,," a 
remark which carries greater weight because 
the article seeks to challenge generally the 
standing of the 11 Y, perforations. 

In the first half of 1891 , when, after the 
erection of the perforating machine, the main 
post office had probably perforated its stock 
of older sheets, and when a misuse of the 
machine had probably not yet taken place, 
the press did not report a single value of 
the Belgian printings, other than the three 
highest values, with the 11 Y, perforation 
(whereas the Timbr e-Paste reported the I . 

and 2 L. large Hermes head s, together with 
the first small Hermes heads, in this per­
foration) . Moreover the occurrence of such 
specimens (Trans: other than the three high­
est values of the Belgian printings) w as not 
reported before 1894. Only the I L. value 
is mentioned in the Timbre-Poste of April 
1891 as being perforated both 11 Y, and 13 Y,, 
and in a manner indicating that the first in­
stance could be the Belgian printing No. 69 
(this seems improbable because the Timbr e­
Poste does not catalogue No. 69 with perfora­
tion 11 Y, until September 1894). Acco rding­
ly only Nos. 7 5-77 (and possibly No. 69) of 
the Belgian printings, and all of th e Athens 
printings (that is , all values, but not all v a­
rieties) of the II and I II issues were regu­
larly and officially perforated 11 Y, . 

Regarding other line-perforations, or per­
foration s of certain provinci al post offices, see 
under th e issues of 1889/ 96 and 1898. 
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1886, Apr. 1(13) (Nos. 74, 76, 77) / 1888, Feb. (Nos. 6li, 71, 72, 73, 75) Aug. (No. 
7 0). First iss ue of the small Hermes Heads. Fine Belgian typography, printed 
at the Belgian Governmental Printing Offi ce at Malines. White, satined paper. 
Smooth, fine, li ght yellowish to light brownish gum. All values issued un­
perforated only until 1891 (a), Nos. 75-77 (perhaps No. 69 also) issued with 
the line-perfo!'ation ll 1h (b) of the Athens main post office in Athens and 
Piraeus beginning Mar. 18 (30), 1891. The perforated stamps are known un­
perforated between, vertically and horizontally. 

(a) (b) 
Munk Scott unperforated perforated 11 / 2 

unused used unused used 
69 64, 81 1 L. light ( yeilowish) brown (Feb. 

1888) - .40 - .30 
70 65, 82 2 L. grey yellowish brown (Aug. 

188 8) 3 .- 8.-
71 66, 83 5 L. light (yellowish) green (Feb. 

1888) 2.50 - .40 
72 67 , 84 10 L. orange yellow (Feb. 1888) 2.50 1.-
73 68, 85 20 L. rose carmine (Feb. 1888) 5.- -.25 
74 69, 86 25 L. grey-blue, blue (Apr. 1, 1886) 6.- -.25 
75 70 , 87 40 L. purple violet (Feb. 1888) 20.- 12.~ 22.- 18.-
76 71, 88 50 L. grey-green (Apr. l , 
77 72, 89 1 Dr . grey (Apr. 1 , 1888) 

1886) 1. 75 -.75 3.- 1.25 
10.- -.75 8 .- - .50 
Dat es of issue : The new values of 25 , 
50 L. and I Dr. were made necessary in 
JuJy 1881 by the introduction of the universal 
rates of the Universal Postal Union (in place 
of the previous transition rates, see page 5). 
They were issued on Apr. l , 1886 in accord­
ance with a Royal Decree of Mar. 29, 1886 
(reproduced in the Timbre-Poste 1886, p. 37). 
The exact dates of issue, in 1888, of the re­
maining values has not yet been definitely 
determined. According to the Timbre-Poste 
they were to have been issued on Feb. l , 

but according to reliable information to the 
lllustriertes Briefma1·k en I ournal ( 1888, 
page So) they had not been issued by Feb. 
14 (possibly Feb. 2 , old style), but all of the 
values, excepting the 2 L. were issued dur­
ing February. According to Gianniotti how­
ever, the complete series, including the 2 L. 
value, was obtainable directly from Belgium, 
from non-official sources, from Jan. l, l 888 
on. According to Glasewald , the 2 L. value 
was not issued officially until August l 888, 
although it -<bad also been sent to Athens in 
early 1888. Supposedly a large part of the 
2 L. delivery was diverted in transit, and the 
remainder reaching Athens was so small that 
it seemed question able at first if it should be 
issued at all. However, this much may be 
said, that 2 L. Belgian printings regularly 
used (bearing regular cancellations) during 
the currency of the I issue are dispropor­
tionately scarce. 
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Regarding the first issue of the three high­
est values with the l 1 _0 perforation, see the 
foreword to this section . 

Sh eet arrangement, marginal imprints, 
ruled m edallion ground: The Belgian sheets 
contained 300 stamps in .six· ( 3 x 2) separated 
panes of 5 x 10 stamps each. The spacing 
between the panes was very wide, ca. 2.5 cm. 
vertically, and 2.75 cm. horizontally. 

[DEPOT 1885] 
Two control stamps, and a sheet serial 

number were impressed in the margins of 
each sheet. One control stamp was a rec­
tangle with beveled corners, 4 cm. long and 
l cm. high, containing the one-line inscrip­
tion DEPOT r885 (or 1887). According 
to Article 6 of the Decree of Jan. 3, l 860 of 
the Belgian Ministry (see Philat elist B eige 
1928, page 225) it was to be applied to the 
unprinted sheets before delivery to the print­
ing office to prevent any misuse of the issued 
sheets. Its purpose and use was exactly the 
same as for the Greek control stamps illus-· 
trated on pages 43 and 122, and the Belgian 
regulation was practically the same as the 
Greek regulation descril:ed in the footnote on 
page 43. The fact that these control stamps 
bore the year date 1885 on the values is­
sued in 1886, and the year date r887 on the 
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values issued in I 888, does not prove, as 
Glasewald assumed , th at th e former had al­
ready been printed in I 885 , and the latter in 
1887. Glasewald found th e control st amp of 
the paper depot partly in the upper , and 
partly in the lower sheet margins, at first in 
red, and later in bl ack ink. 

The oth er control st amp was about r .2 cm. 
long and about 1.1 cm. high , with sligh tly 
concave beveled co rners, containi ng the three 
line inscription ATELIER-DU-TIMBRE. 
According to Article IO of th e above-men­
tioned Decree it was to be applied immedi­
a tely af ter each printing, on each printed 
sheet, by the official in charge of th e print­
ing office. According to th e regulation it was 
to be app lied in the left hand margin. Glase­
wald fou nd it in black only. 

ATELI E R 
DU 

T IMBRE 

Fi nally, in acco rd ance wi th an older regu­
la tion, th e sheet enumeration, in the form: 
SERIE (followed by th e code lette r of the 
pa rticu lar series, for example, B ) NO. (fol­
lowed by a six digit number, for example, 
001 ,458) was applied typographically by the 
paper depot, by means of a numbering de­
vice, at the same time as the control stamp, 
and fo r th e same purpose.59 We have found 
it in red only, in the left hand sheet margins 
reading up, and in th e right hand margins 
reading down. These circumstances explain 
w hy the later Greek control st amp can never 
occur in the margins of th e Belgian print­
ings. 

The chief charac teristics of the fine Bel­
gian printings have been described in the 
foreword. In the Sachse-Blankenese col­
lection we have noted copies of the 25, 50 L. 
and l Dr. stamps in w hich th e background 
of the medallion showed a regular, fine , but 
very distinct horizontal ruling. We have also 

5.') Editor's ote. Each denomination constituted a dif-
ferent se ries, as follows : 

Series A, 25 L. 
Series B, 50 L. 
Se ries C, I D. 
Series D , I O L . 
Series E, I L. 
Se ries F, 2 L. 
Series G. 5 L. 
Series H , 20 L . 
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found 40 L. stamps w hich showed a vertical 
or a horizontal ruling in th e weaker-inked 
areas of th e background of the medallion. 
In th e Belgian printings this appearance seems 
like a fine weave-like offset. This is note­
wo rthy, because in th e Athens printings s1m1-
lar appearances seem to be due only to a 
surface-ruling of the paper (compare page 
-J.O, and also under the II issue of the small 
Hermes H eads). 

The paper is white, satin ed, and has a more 
or less distinct vertical mesh w hich is often 
more readily noted in th e gum th an by tr ans­
parency. 

Regarding th e l 1 0 perforation, w hich be­
cause of the place of its production, occurs 
prepond erately w ith th e cancellations of 
ATHENS or PIRAEUS, refer to the fore­
word. The 13 0 perforation can occur only 
in th e values up to -J.O L. inclusive, and then 
only as expe rimental and unissued. Stamps 
with th e I I 0 perforation are found in verti­
cal and horizontal pairs unperforated be­
tween ( premium about 30% ). 

Stamps of th e fir st issue with coat-of-arms 
cancellation s, o r th e like will be described 
later. 

Dates of issu e, changes of color : The dates 
of issue given, based on reports of the press 
of th at time, or those of Glasewald, who re­
ce ived a reco rd of them from an Athens post 
office official w ith whom he was acquainted , 
can only be considered to be approximate. Of 
the la tte r we were able to pre-date some by 
several month s. Howeve r , the 2 L. st amps 
( perforated I 30 ), and the 40 L . stamps ( un­
perforated and perforated l 30 ), as well as 
Nos. 85-87, were first issued on the officially 
set dates. 

The change in color of Nos. 85 and 86 re­
sulted from an order in the Royal Decree of 
Dec. 23 , 1892 (p ublished in the Official Ga­
ze tte of D ec. 24, I 892) raising the foreign 
postal r ate for single letters from 25 to 30 L . 
be"ginning J an. l , 1893. However, as Greece 
belonged to the Latin currency union, and in 
accord ance with the regulations of the Uni­
versal Postal Union could issue only stamps 
of 25 L. denomin ation for use on foreign 
mail, it was decided to sell the 25 L . stamps 
for 30 L. beginning Jan . r , r 893. In order 
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to distinguish such 25 L. st amps, the previous 
blue 25 L. stamps (No. 83) were issued in 
the lil ac color of th e 40 L. st amps ( making 
25 L. No. 85) , and the previous lil ac 40 L. 
st amps were then issued in blue (making 
40 L. No. 86). 

The same decree also declared the blue 
25 L. and the lilac 40 L. stamps (Nos. 83 and 
84) obsolete as of J an. I, 1893, and ordered 
their exchange for stamps of th e same de­
nomination in the new colors by J an. 3 I 
(Feb. 12) , 1893. It appears th at during 
this pe riod the old 25 L. st amps were ex­
changed for the new ones without the 5 L. 
premium. The obsolescence of the blue 25 L. 
stamps, which could very well have been re­
tained after Jan. I , I 893 for other th an for­
eign letter rates, becomes even more puzzling 
because a D ec ree of Dec. 23 , I 892 increased 
the previous registry fe e from 20 L. to 25 L ., 
and the new fee could only be made up of 
two or more of the lower values because of 
the lack of a 25 L. stamp procurable for that 
amount. For example, after Jan. I, 1893 it 
was impossible to frank a registered single 
foreign letter with a 50 L. stamp, or with 
two 25 L. stamps, wi th out loss to the sender. 
Moreover the 25 L. letter rate had to be 
paid with a 25 L. stamp bought for 30 L., 
and the registry fee , for instance, with a 20 
L. + a 5 L. stamp. This peculiar compli­
cation can only be explained because it w as 
feared that the public would misuse the old 
blue 25 L. stamps for the new 40 L. stamps 
of the same color. Although the decree or­
dered them to be issued on Jan. 1, I 893, the 
blue 40 L. stamps were not issued until 
Jan. 20. 
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All unperfora ted st amps issued after Mar. 
18, 1891 , appeared in Athens at abou t the 
same time with th e 1 I Y, perforation, wh ich 
in the 40 L. st amp No. 84 was first issued 
from a second printing of July 1891, accord­
ing to Glasewald. 

Plates, 1·eproduction: The Malines ( Bel­
gian) plates continued to be used in Athens, 
so th at the me asu rements between th e stamps, 
etc. is th e same as in the Belgian printings. 

The shee t margins of all Athens printings 
show th e Greek control stamp illustrated on 
page 122 instead . of th e Belgian control 
st amps and th e sheet enumera tion of th e I 
issue. It is usually found in one of the sheet 
co rners in bluish or bl acki sh ink, and gerr­
erally on th e face of the sheet. 

At first th e Athens impressions were quite 
good, even though th ey were coarser th an 
those of th e Belgian printings from the begin­
ning. H owever, the first printings do con­
t ain fine impressions (for example in th e 20 
L. stamps) that a re almost as good as th e 
Belgian. In time the printing of th e small 
Hermes H eads became gener ally poorer and 
more smeared , particul a rly af ter the less 
glossy, and especially very thick B papers be­
gan to be used about th e middle of 189r. 
However, the difference in the quality of the 
printing of the A and B stamps is by no 
means so general that it might se rve as a 
means of differentiation, in fact the A and 
B stamps of 1891 often show very little dif­
ference. On the other hand , the impres­
sions of th e B st amps on the pronounced thick 
o:ioer are generally much poorer th an th ose 
printed on medium thick paper. 
1889 (March- August) / 1895 (No. 87, Feb. 18) II Issue : Poorer Athens typography 
of the Mint Printing Office; unperforated (a) Nos. 78, 79, 8 2, 8 4 ; with vertical 
comb-perforation 13 % (b) of the Mint (No. 78 latter half of 1 889, perhaps only 
from PATRAS ; No . 79 the entire issue of Mar. 18, 1 89 1 ; No. 82 May 16, 1 889 
from SYROS, and Feb. ff., 1890 from Athens; No. 84 in the second issue, or 
part issue of July 18 91) ; and all values in the line-perforation 11 % (x) of the 
Athens main post office (Nos. 7 8, 8 0 - 83 for the first time in Mar. 1 8 (30), 
1891; No. 79 for the first time in Jan. 15 , 1 892; Nos. 84 - 8 7, see dates of issue 
in the listing). 

A. (March 1889 / 1 8 91) : Thin to medium thick , h a rd , mostly s lightly glossy 
paper. Decidedly yellowish , brownish or yellowish grey, very often with a 
horizontally-ribbed surface s tructure. From the end of April 1 8 8 9 on with 
sheet water-mark. Gum light to yellowish, and, on the thin paper, smooth. 
Impressions good to coarse. 

B. (March 1891 / 1896): Softer, spongy, ung lazed paper, medium thick to 
almost cardboard thickness. Color not so decidedly yellowish or brownish , not 
yet white but dull or lightly tinted . Until 1 893 Greek paper with sheet water­
mark , then Austrian paper without watermark . Gum yellowish to brownish, 
and brittle in part. Impressions coarser to strongly smea red. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 4 



KOHL'S GREECE-PART v 
First Croup: Previous values up to 40 L. inclusive (Mar. 1889 / Jun. 1891 ) 

Munk Scott 
78A -, 100 

78B 90a, 107 
- , -

90, 107a 
79A 
79B 101 

-,-

-,-
91a , 108 
91, 108a 

80A 

92, 109a 

SOB - , -
92a 109 

81A -,-

93, llOb 
81B 93a, 110 

93b, llOa 
82A -, 104a 

-, 104 

82B - , -

94 , 111 
-,-
94a, llla 
95b , 112b 

83A 95a, 112a 

83B 95c, 112 

84 97, 105 , 
114 

1 r..; (a) grey-brown 
(a) ca. 3 / 20 / 89 } 
(b) Fall 1889 
(x) 3 / 18 / 91 

(b) chocolate brown 
1 L. (a) brown 

( b) olive-brown, grey 
yellowish brown 

(c) black-brown 
2 L. pale yellowish brown 
2 L. (a) dull yellowish brown 

(b only, 3/18 / 91) 
(b) g rey (shades) 

(a and x 1 / 15 / 92) 
(A) vertically ribbed paper 
( c) stone colored 
(d) ochre brown 

5 L . (a) dull green 
(Aug. 1889) 

(b) dk. green, green 
(x 3 / 18 / 91) 

5 L. (a) green, bluish green 
(b) dull yellowish green 

10 L. (a) deep reddish orange 
(6 / 20 / 89 ; x 3 / 18 / 91) 

( b) orange , dull orange 
10 L. (a) ochre-orange 

(b) dull yellowish orange 
20 L. (a) carmine rose (late 

Mar. 89; (b) 5 / 16 / 89, 
Syros) 

(b) rosine pink (middle 
1889) 

( c) bri!'"h t scarlet 
(b Feb. ' 90) 

20 L. (a) carmine rose 
(x 3 / 18 / 91) 

( b) deep carmine 
( c) scarlet 
( d) dull rose 

2 5 L. (a) ultramarine, deep 
u 1 tramarine (ca. 
4 / 28 / 89) 

(b) indigo-blue (5/10 / 89; 
x 3 / 18 / 91) 

25 L. (a) blue , dull blue 
(b) sky-blue 

40 L . dk. purple lilac (a and 
x 6 / 1 / 91; b Jul. '91) 

(a.) 
Unperf. 

1.- -.75 

1.- - .50 
- .1 5 -.10 

-.30 - .20 
3 .- -.75 

4.- 3.-

1.- 1.-
2.- 1.20 

2.- -.50 

1.- -.25 
-.80 -.15 
- .80 -.10 

2.50 -.60 
1.75 -.50 
1.- -.15 
1.- -.15 

3.- 1.-

8.- 1.20 

2.- -.50 

-.40 -.10 
1.- :._.30 
1.50 -.20 
-.50 -.15 

8.- -.70 
3.50 -.5 0 

1.- -.20 
1.- -.20 

-.20 -.10 

(b.) 
Perf. 13 % 

10.- 12.-

1.25 1.25 

12.- 24.-

5.50 4.50 

25.- 15.-

(x.) 
Perf. 11 % 

-.50 -.50 
-.10 -.10 

-.20 -.15 
- .50 -.20 

6.-

2.- 1.-
2.50 1.60 

1.- -.15 
-.50 -.10 

3.50 2.50 
2.- - .70 
1.- -.15 
1.- -.15 

1.- -.10 
2.- -.40 
1.75 -.25 
1.- -.10 

20.- -.-
4.50 -.75 

3.- -.70 

25.- 12 .5 0 

Second Croup : Changes in Color and Dr. value ( 1 / 1 / 93 - 2 / 18/ 95 ) 
85 

86 
87 

96, 113 

98, 115 
99, 116 

25 L. dk purple-lilac (a and x 
1 / 1 / 93) 

40 L . blue (a and x 1 / 20 / 93) 
1 Dr. grey (a and x 2 / 18 / 95) 

2.- -.10 
2.- 7". 75 
7.50 2.50 

2.- -.10 
2.- 1.-

16.- 5.50 
With the growing deterioration of the 
printing results , defects began to appear in 
the small Hermes Heads that, at first, could 
be taken for signs of plate wear. This was 
a frequent erroneous assumption in the press 
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in connection with the very poor impressions 
of the III issue. In this connection special 
mention should be made of the outer frame 
lines, which became thicker, more smeared 
and more uneven , and began to break up into 
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sections, all developments w hich proved to be 

merely printing ir regul arities in the l arge 

H ermes H eads. 

Th e Varieties A and B , and their paper 

types: The A papers a re hard , thin to medium 

thick, decidedly yellow ish, or brow nish, to 

yeilowish grey, lightly satined, sometimes w ith 

a pronounced su rface · gloss, and fre quently 
translucent. If one holds th e stamps, es­
pecially mint cop ies, at eye-level und er a 
st rong light , and looks across th em from the 
r ight or left margin , th e su rface of th e paper 
usually shows a peculi ar striped structure. In 
weakly inked cop ies this is occas ionally re­
produced so st rongly here and th ere th at th e 
stamp design appea rs to be broken up by 
white horizontal lines. W e fo und such a 
IO L. stamp in th e Sachse-Blankenese col­
lection. This hor izontal surf ace-s tr ip ing, 
w hich is a continuous altern ation of light and 
da rk stripes, is und oubtedly conn ected w ith 
a mechanical surf ace-structure common to 
most of th e papers. The narrow stripes, be­
tw een two adj acent rows of meshes, a re 
thicker, and , th erefore, higher th an th e rows 
of meshes, so th at in calend ering th ey are 
more heavily smooth ed than the lower lying 
rows of meshes, and , therefore, reflect the 
incid ent light more strongly. The correct­
ness of thi s explanation m ay be proved if one 
turns th e stamp 90 degrees and views it in 
th e same manner from th e upper or lower 
margin . 

The A papers also fr equently contained all 
sorts of fo reign matter which, in th e we aker 
in st ances, settled between th e interstices of 
th e mesh rows, making them thicker or stiff­
er , w hereas in stronge r instances it settled 
in the paper in visible isolated nodes, fibers, 
or fl akes. In th e latter examples it can be 
clearly noted how these thicker places in the 
paper often took on a glossy, sometimes al­
most a polished appearance after calender­
ing, giving the whole surface of th e stamp a 
peculiar gre asy appearance. One often has 
th e impression that th e mill endeavored to im­
prove inferior paper by heavy calendering of 
its surface. It is peculi ar, however , th at the 
meshes, th at a re so clearly visible on the sur­
face of the paper when examined as above, 
are indi stinct, or not at all visible by trans­
parency. In through-shining light most of 
the A papers simply appear glassy, cloudy, or 
spattered with light spots. When the mesh 
J I2 THE CO
is visible it generally has a horizontal direc­
tion. 

In th e A pape rs distinct ion must be made 
between th ose w ith and wi thout a sheet 
wate rm a rk ; see illu st ration. The latter are 
usually decided ly hard, thin, qui te heavily 
tinted, and, apparently, we re used only in the 
firs t months, March/ Apri l 1889. Nothing is 
known regard ing th eir source. The water­
marked paper , which was also hard , was ob­
tai ned fro m a domestic mill near A thens. 
F rom the beginning (latter pa rt of A pril 
1889) it was cut into large shee ts for the six 
panel printings, and it varied much more m 
thickn ess, and partly in st r ucture. 

(Reduced i l lustrati on ) 

The two-line waterm ark was so arranged 
th at it occurred once in each half sheet. The 
upper line was about 30 cm. long, and read 
XAPTH~ ~HMO~IA~ YIIHPE~IA~ ( pa­
per fo r official use). Although its double­
lined lette rs were about 3.7 cm. t all , la rger 
portion s of th e waterm ark are gener ally 
fo und only in a single row of st amps of each 
half sheet, because the upper pa rts of the 
letters we re usually in th e sheet margin , qr 
in th e gutter . The lowe r line was pl aced 
about 7" cm. below th e upper line, and con­
sisted of th e two double-lined letters E X 
(abbrevi ation fo r EAAH NIKON XAPTO­
IIOIEIO r =G reek P aper F actory) . The 
letters a re about 1.5 cm. t all , and th e line is 
about 4 cm. long. N ormally it also occu rs 
only once in each half sheet. Our measure­
ments are t aken from an official circular, be­
longing to G lasewald , w hose pape r had th e 
yellowish tone, surf ace structure, and other 
pronounced cha racterist ics of th e water­
marked paper of th e II issue. The water­
mark usually ran horizontally, but water­
m arks running veuically also occur, for in­
stance, according to Glasewald , in the I L. 
and 25 L. values. In such instances the water­
mark would be found in the extreme left 
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hand margin. (With the watermark in this 
position, the above described surface-striping 
would run vertically instead of horizontally.) 

The watermarked A paper was used until 
about th e Spring of 1891 (perhaps even 
somewhat longer in some instances), at 
which time it was displaced by other domestic, 
B papers. That this change from A to B 
pa~ ers must have begun early in 1891 is 
shown by the 2 L. pri nt ing No. 79Ba of 
March 1891 , which was already printed on 
B paper, and also by the first 40 L. printing 
l\" o. 8+ of early June. 

At first (m idd le of 1891 ff.) the B papers 
were supplied by the Greek paper mill near 
Athe ns, and , acco rdingly, they still had the 
shee t wate rm ark until r 893, when a foreign 
paper ,,·ithout wate rm ark was used; see be­
low. (For example, th e watermark is still 
fou nd on the IO L. post cards issued toward 
the middle to la tter part of 1893.) We found 
our empirical determination that the water­
mark had disappeared in 1893 confirmed in 
a report in the " Papierzeitung" of that time. 
Acco rding to this report G reece obt a ined its 
stamp paper, fro m 1893 on, from the Aus­
trian paper mill LEYKAM-JOSEPH­
STHAL. The B papers, th erefore, may also 
be broadly divided into two gro ups; those of 
G reek origin wi th wate rm ark (189 1/ 1893) , 
and those of Austrian origin w ithout water­
m a rk (1893/ 1896). 

The B papers are softer and spongier th an 
the A papers, less calend ered or satined , and 
gene r ally more whi tish. However, they do 
show all manner of intermediate st ages be­
tween the practically const ant yellowish, 
brownish, or grey tones of the A pape rs, and 
the pure wh ite paper of the III issue of 1898 
ff. But even where th e B papers a re hardly 
less brownish th an many A papers (in many 
of the lilac stamps of the 25 and 40 L. val­
ues), or w here th ey a re almost as w hite as 
those of the 1898 ff. issue (in many of th e 
blue 25 and 40 L. st amps), the difference in 
their entire structure, and often in their 
thickness also, is so striking th at the ex­
perienced collec to r will ha rdly be deceived by 
the colo r of the paper. Especially th e thick­
ness of the B papers is so palpable a t times, 
almost cardboard-like (in many of the 2 

and 40 L. st amps), th at on this bas is alone 
doubtful instances may be ass igned to the B 
group. The structure of the B papers is de­
cided ly ·different, at times still glossy o r 
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cloudy, and showing a real mesh, running 
vertically or horizontally, much more fre­
quently than the A papers. The above de­
scribed surface-striping, running vertically or 
horizontally, can almos t always be iden tifi ed, 
although it is generally much scarcer and 
less pronounced th an in the A papers be­
cause of the lighter calendering. In the 
Sachse-Blankenese collection we noted a pe­
culiar occurrence on th e 2 L. g rey stamp No. 
79Bb which has not been described hereto­
fo r e. It concerns two copies, of somewhat 
different shades, one unperforated and the 
other perforated 11 ;0, on a ve rtically r ibbed 
paper. About 22-2+ ribs occu r on a no rm ally 
cu t st amp in which. the light ribs a re some­
w hat broader than the intervening darker 
ribs. This appearance is und oubtedly merely 
accidental, because, in the perfo r ated copy 
the ribbing was not equally distinct all over. 
Still the ribbing is so stron g th at it is ap­
parent on the fac.e, and shows distinctly in 
incident light. 

As in all . Athens printing results, the print­
ing colors va ried unusu ally, ,vhich may be 
pa rtly acco unted for by th e numerous small 
printings made for some of th e values. Fo r 
example, the Philat elic R ecord (X I page 133) 
reported sho rtly af ter th e beginning of th e 
Athens printings th at in th e time from the 
end of March to th e end of April 1889 three 
different 20 L. printings had appeared w hich 
differed not only in th eir papers but a lso in 
their shades . According to th e same sou rce, 
the 25 L. st amps we re first issued in indigo 
bl ue ( reported in th e German press as pure 
" Berlin-blue") on May 10, and appea red m 
a sky-blue as ea rly as May 18. 

With so me expe rience th e sh ades of the A 
and B stamps may be distinguished quite 
readily in some values for example, in the 
25 L. value. In other values ce rtain col­
lected sh ades a re found only on th e A or B 
paper, for example, th e real g rey, also th e 
ochre-colored 2 L. st amps (on B paper); 
ce rtain l L. shades, o r th e real rosine-col­
o red 20 L. st amps No. 83 Ab. The latter 
occur only on the A paper, and are r ecog­
nized by th eir pale colo r, and that most mint 
copies have a light pinkish tinge on th e back 
from th e readily soluble color. They re­
semble ce rta in duller rosine shades of No. 
67 B of th e la rge H ermes Heads so strongly 
as to sugges t th e later use of a small color­
remaind er of No. 67. However such con-
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jectures are useless because they are usually 
unprovable. Precisely this not very large 20 
L. printing in aniline colors is an example of 
how stamps that vary very little from other 
varieties of the same stamp in shade are, 
nevertheless, recognized as separate varieties 
because of certain characteristics. In other 
in st ances the shades of the A stamps reap­
pear almost unchanged in the B stamps, al­
though their frequence , particularly in the 
l I Yi perforation, is often very different. In 
such instances one must rely on the particu­
lar characteristics of the paper, printing, etc. 
In certain shades drier or more fluid colors 
may be recognized as in the large Hermes 
Heads. For example, in the 40 L. stamps 
No. 84, which vary comparatively little, in 
which the fluid color gives the background of 
the medallion the appearance of a mosaic of 
light and dark spots, especially on thick pa­
per. Other c0 lors take on a peculiar oily 
appearance, particularly in th e la te r periods, 
and begin to strike through to the back (for 
example, ce rtain shades of the 2 L. st amps) , 
making the constantly deterior ating printing 
results of the middle 189o's even more un sat­
isfactory. 

P erforation, and other means of separation : 
The occurrence, places of use, and time of 
use of the two official perforations (I I Yi 
and I 3;/i) have already been discussed fully. 
The Post Office Department issued only the 
g rey-brown I L. stamps No. 78Aa (Fall of 
1889), the entire printing of the 2 L. stamps 
No. 79Ba (Mar. I8, I891), both varieties of 
the 20 L. stamps Nos. 82Aa and 82Ac (see 
below), and a second, or part printing, of the 
+o L. stamps No. 84 (July 189I) with I3;/i 
perforation. Whereas the 2 L. and 40 L. 
stamps were perforated in large numbers for 
gene ral distribution, the I and 20 L. stamps 
perforated 13Y, are supposed to come from 
small perforating trials made before the 
damaging of the machine in June I889. 

The grey-brown 1 L. stamps were probably 
sold over the counter officially at Patras only, 
whereas the 20 L. stamps had not only two 
places of use (SYROS, May 18 ff , 1889, and 
ATHENS Feb. ff. , I890), but appeared in 
two distinct shades varieties Nos. 82Aa and 
82Ac. The few sheets sent to SYROS in 
May 1889 probably belong to the carmine 
rose Variety a, because it is disproportionately 
sca rcer in the I 3;/i perforation. This would 
also agree with the first assumption of the 
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press that the SYROS stamps were Belgian 
impressions, and th e fact th at the repro­
duction of the ca rmine rose stamps submit­
ted to us with the I3 ;/i perforation is actu­
ally a surprisingly good one. The 20 L. 
stamps with the 13 ;/i perforation , used in 
ATHENS in 1890 and part of 1891, seem to 
have been produced in greate r number, and 
to have had the scarlet shade of Variety c 
(somewhat the shade of th e 1d. of many Brit­
ish colonies) . They are of more frequent 
occurrence. 

Other stamps with the 130 perforation , 
for example, the chocolate brown I L. stamps 
No. 78Ab, or the 25 L. stamps No. 83A, if 
th e perforation is genuine, can come only 
from the perforation trials made from about 
March to June 1889, as they were never 
officially issued with this perforation. 

All values, o r varieties, issued after Mar. 
18, 1891 , including those delivered unper­
forated to the cen tr al distributing depot, were 
issued with the 11 Yi perforation of the ATH­
ENS main post office (b ut almost exclusively 
in ATHENS and PIRAEUS). In these 
stamps mvestigation is confined chiefly to ·de­
termining which of the varieties of the A 
stamps were still on hand at the main post 
office in ATHENS in March 1891 , or which 
of them were perforated to meet actual post 
office requirements af ter that time. As the 
public had the opportunity of having the offi­
cial I 10 perforation applied to its unper­
forated stamps, proof is possible only by 
means of undoubted regularly used speci­
mens, and a ll other instances must be con­
sidered to be of philatelic origin. Regul a rly 
i:sed unperforated stamps have occasionally 
had the I I Yi perforation applied afterwards. 
In such instances the date of the cancellation 
should always be Mar. r8, l89I or later, and 
the perforation should be examined for 
straight smooth edges instead of torn ones. 
With the growing demand on the operator 
and the machine the perforating became more 
irregular and poorer, particularly as the 
perforating bar was only 50 cm. long, ac­
cording to Nicolaides. Misperforated st amps, 
th a t is , too large or too small, became very 
common. In later times the machin e often 
did not punch out all of the perforation holes 
properly so that the edges of separated stamps 
became unsightly. Moreover, horizontal or 
vertical pairs unperforated between , or single 
stamps unperfor ated on one side, probably oc-
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cur in all varieties wi th the u ,0 perforation. 
They merit only a small premium. We have 
also found several instances of vertical or 
hor izontal double perforation (5 L. , and 20 
L. sea rlet ). The I L. st amps were reported 
in the 189o's with double perforations. 

Besides these two official perforations, 
some of the provincial post offices or agencies, 
as has already been noted under the la rge 
H ermes Heads, also applied perforations to 
th e unperforated sheets. The post office of 
AMPHISSA appa rently used a small rowel , 
or a sewing machine, m aking a dotted 15 
gauge roulette. This roulette, which is sup­
posed to have been used only in 1895/ 96, 
was submitted with unquestionable cancella­
tions of Sept. / Oct. I 894. The comparatively 
commonest values are the 5, 10 and 20 L. 
(and 25 L. GO) . According to Brunel, the 
post office of STYLIS is supposed to have 
used a se rrate roulette. Commercial estab­
lishments with large correspondence also 
seem to have used such primitive means of 
separation, as was occasionally reported in 
the press of th at time. The most noteworthy 
of the re al line-perforations is the large­
holed ca. 9 perforation, which was probably 
issued or used in all of the post offices of the 
province of ACARNANIA and AETOLIA, 
and produced in the stamp depot of the prov­
ince by one of its offici als. As this perfora­
tion was not produced until toward the end 
of the 189o's, and appeared largely on the 
st amps of th e Ill issue, we will discuss it 
there. Certain stamps of the II issue must 
also have been supplied with this perforation, 
as we have seen an ochre-orange 10 L. stamp 
No. 81 B, as well as a dark purple-lilac 25 L. 
st amp No. 85, with this perforation with 
cancell ations of small pos t offices of ACAR­
N AN IA. 

00 Editor's Note. Reg ul ar ly ca ncelled spec imens of the 
dark purple lil ac 25 L . with th e sewing machine 
roulette uf AMP HISSA were repo rted in Pl1ilot elia, 
J .a.- Feb. 1940, p. 12. 

Tryphon Constantinides attributes the sew in g machine 
ro •1lette to the Amphi ssa branch of the National Bank 
of Greece. Hi s reasoning is based upon the discovery 
of a quantity of the bank 's correspondence franked with 
20 L. stamps rouletted in this manner. ( Etude sur 
/es Timbres de Gr ere, Vol. I l. ) In the absence of 
~ove r mate rial orig in rit in g elsewhere, this theory de­
serves at lea st equa l considerat ion with the assumption 
that the stam ps were semi-officiall y rouletted by the 
postoflice. 
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Another noteworthy local perforation is th e 
line-perforation 133;.4 or ca. 13. According 
to N icol aides, it was used in a sub-station for 
parcel post se rvice during 1893/94 ( probably 
for the perforation of forms, packet cards, 
etc. ), and it was used for perforating stamps 
also, allegedly w ith the sanction of th e post­
mas ter. According to Nicolaides, this office 
ca rri ed only I Dr. st amps to make up the 
parcel post rates, and th ese were actu ally 
reported in the German press of the late 
I 89o's with this perforation. However , as 
practically all of the values of th e III issue 
are found with thi s perforation, it is sus­
pected th at this perforating apparatus was 
also used for philatelic purposes. 

Among ce rta in varieties, 5 L. (and 40 L.61 ) 

stamps with double impressions reached th e 
philatelic market and were fir st reported 
early in 1897. A corner section of a sheet of 
the 5 L. bearing the control st amp of the 
paper depot was submitted to the Timbr e­
Poste. As far as we know no regul a rly used 
copies of these varieties a re known. The 
5 L. does occur with the Athens post office 
11 ,0 perforation , and apparently in a some­
what different shade than the unperforated 
variety. Before this , 5 L. impressions in ca r­
mine reached the ma rket.G2 • According to 
the lllustriertes Briefmark en Journal of 1901 , 
page 316, they are not proofs, but simply the 
caprice of some printer (at the Mint). In 
1896 alleged used carmine errors of the 25 L. 
stamps appeared, w hich were immediately 
disclosed to be chemical changelings. We have 
frequently seen light doubl e impressions of 
the 5 L. value. 

Plate Varieties of the 
Small Hermes Heads 

( This matrrial was 11ot i11clurled 111 th e 
original Kohl H anrlbook.) 

A s a result of the electro-chemical proc­
ess employed for the manufacture of the 
Small Hermes Head plates a defect in any 
position on the origin!!! block of fifty cliches 
was repeated in the same position on each of 
the six duplicate electrotypes. 

Some accidental damage also occurred at 
various times to the completed plate of 300 
cliches. There is considerable evidence to 
support this asse rtion in a lower right pane 
of fifty stamps of the 20 L. The bottom left 
stamp shows two coarse white horizontal 
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dashes behind the head and parallel to the 
frame line a t th e base, w hich seem to h ave 
been caused by indentations or gouges in the 
metal. On this same st amp the back of the 
head and most of the ear are obliterated by 
a large white spot . The zero of th e left 20 

is almost severed at th e lower lef t by a di­
agonal line. This variety ex ists on C paper 
and on unwatermarked B paper, cancelled as 
ea rly as February 189r. We have seen th e 
complete pane, unperforated, and six indi­
vidual stamps, both unperforated and perfo­
ra ted 1 I Y,, 63 as well as other copies.64 

M ino r Raws are num ero us in this particular 
pane. Several have been identi fied on loose 
st amps, strengthening our belief th at th ey 
were all due to a damaged pl at e r ath er th an 
a defective impression. 
pression . 

One recurring variety has been omitted 
from the list inasmuch as it was ca used mere­
ly by th e t emporary presence of foreign mat­
ter on th e cliche. For a short time between 
1892 and 1896 a quantity of dried ink adhered 
to the plate of the 5 L . It received fre sh ink 
each time th e rollers passed over th e plate, 
transferring it to the paper in th e form of a 
la rge semi-circular colored spot at the b ack 
of the head and neck (position 41 , third 
pane). This defect was overlooked during 
seve r al successive plate-cleanings but it fin­
ally disappea red and in subsequent impres-

6 1 Editor's Note. There are two imperforate copies of 
the blue 4 0 L. with doubl e impression in the Truman 
co ll ection. Both appear to be from the same sheet, 
with the seconCJ impression more lightl y printed, 
ho ri zontal ly nnd 1 Y, mm. to the left. One copy is 
unu sed, the other on a piece of manil a paper ca ncell ed­
to-o rder with a doubl e-ci rcl e postma rk of CORTNTH 
dated Sept. 20 , 1891. 

62 Editor's Note. A lso th e 1 0 L. in ca rmine and in 
)! reen. Constant ini<les states that 5 sheets of 300 

stamps ap pear to have been printed in each of two 
shades of the carmine ; L. and 1 o L. and t he green 
1 0 L. 

63 Truman col lcction . 

•• F. H . Gloeckner coll ection. 
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sions th e stamp resumed its normal appear­
ance. 

The more important of th e constant va rie­
ties are as follows: 

1 L . Position 8, panes 1 to 6. White spot 
a t the lowe r left side of the second A in 
EAAA~ . 

1 L . Position 18 , panes 1 to 6 . White 
spot a t the lower left side of the firs t A in 
EAA_\:::: . 

5 L . Position 49 , pane 3. A brea k of 
abou t 2 mm . in right frame line opposite 
t he forehead of Hermes. 

10 L . Position 16 , pane 1. White spot 
covering right s ide of t h e second A in 
EAAA::::. 

10 L. Position 14, pane 4 . Large white 
spot on the 1 of the right 10. 

10 L. Position 15, pane 4. Large white 
spot on th e 0 of the left 10. 

10 L . Position 20, pane 4 . Large white 
spot on the O of the left 10 . 

The imperfect num er als in positions 14, 15 
and 20 of th e fourth pane must have been 
slightly below the printing leve l of th e plate. 
In some care full y executed printings of th e 
IO L. th e va riety is difficult to identify. Con­
stantinid es illustr ates a block of fo ur st amps 
which cont ain s the three defects ( Et ude sw· 
les Timbr es de Grece, Vol. II) . Such blocks 
a re in g reat demand among specialists. 

20 L. Position 46 , pane 6. Two parallel 
white dashes behind head , white spot cov­
ering back of head a nd part of ear , oblique 
dash in zero of left 2 0. 

20 L. Position 1 , page 6. Large white 
spot at top obliterating the lower three­
quarte rs of the letters AAA~ in the upper 
panel a nd extending through the circle of 
pea rls into the central medallion . Several 
sm a ller spots at upper left. 

20 L . Position 29, pa ne 6 . Break of 
about 2 mm . in bottom fram e line , directly 
under 2 of right 20. 

25 L. Position 4 6 , pane 1. Vertical 
white spot 21h mm. lon g at left of top 
ornament of the right Greek key border. 

40 J;. Position 50 , pane 4 . Broken zero 
of right 40. The lower right corner and 
part of the base of t his numeral are miss­
ing. 

50 L. Position 48, panes 1 to 6. Top 
fram e line broken for a distance of from 
6 to 11 mm . 

(To be Con tinued) 
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• 
Percival Loines Pembe rton , 
1875 -1949 

Another of th e philatelic pioneers and st al­
,,·arts has passed from th e scene with the 
dea th at his home Leominste r, England, at 
the age of 7 5, after a long illness, Percival 
Loines P emberton . 

So intimately connected was he with 
s tamps and st amp collecting that to write his 
life is to reco unt th e history of Phil a tely as 
we know it. 

H e ,~ · as th e son of Edward L. Pemberton 
" ·ho was one of the pionee rs of Philately, 
and \\·as much in advance of his tim e. P. L. 
Pemberton was only three when his father 
died. ye t he inherited th e intense love of 
stamps hi s father had . At the age of r8 he 
ope ned an office in Manchester , and began 
hi s long ca reer as a dealer. The same year 
he also joined the Manchester Phil atelic So­
c iety, an ea rnest group of students, headed by 
the late D orning Beckton , w hich was also 
,.,·ell ahead of its time as they collected 
s t amps 111 pairs, sheets, blocks, cancella­
tions, etc. 

In 1896 ·he established himself in London , 
and remain ed there until September r939, 
" ·hen on the outbreak of World W ar II he 
moved to Leominster. 
Bicolored Union of South Africa 
2 112d and Blue 3d King's Head 

The "Georgian" or King 's Head 20 d of 
Union of South Africa, issued in 1913 and 
produced until the internation al r ate was 
r aised to 3d in 1922, is normally a single­
colo r stamp. But as it is printed from two 
plates , now and then bicolored copies, or 
" t,,·o tone" cop ies, with different bl~ es for 
the two portions, occur. Th e two-pl ate 
printing is the result of a las t-minute change 
in 19 13 from an intended production with 
head in black. 

Over a long period , accumulation of copies 
showing bicolor o r two- tone printing has been 
a slow process. But slowly a few cop ies 
have been secured , some on cove r or piece 
showing elate of use . 
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As important as he was in the dealers 
circle, it is for hi s ex tensive writing and lov a­
ble personality th at he will be long remem­
bered. 

Th e Philatelic Journal of Grea t Britain, 
one of th e world 's outstanding Journals of 
its kind was purchased by him in 1900 from 
Willi am Brown of Salisbury, who began it 
in 1891. 

As a writer he had a most attractive style, 
and in leafing through th e fifty volumes of 
tl'. e " P . J. G. B." issued under his direction, 
it will be seen that he wrote copiously on the 
stamps of nea rly all countries , contributing 
much th at was original. 

Although he had favorite fields , notably 
Gree: e, on which he w as an outstanding 
authority, hi s interests covered a wide range, 
and whether a stamp w as a classic or a mod­
ern issue he would be absorbed in it when 
any point of philatelic interest was involved. 

While we neve r met him personally, we 
were fortunate in having a modest corre­
r. ;iondence, which was a source of great 
pleasure, and we are sure of more value to 
us th an ours was to him. 

Th e world in general and philately in pa r­
ticular is much the poorer for his passing. 

W. S. B. 
N

Four dated copies show the head in a 
duller or paler blue than the border. The 
first of these was used at Capetown, Oct. 2, 
1915 . The other three a re Johannesburg, 
July 21, 1916 w ith by far the palest blue 
center of any copy seen. The other two are 
used at Edendale R ail Natal, Aug. 19, 1918 
(on a letter mailed by the present writer) 
and at Capetown, July 22, 1918. 

One dated copy shows the head conspicu­
ously darker th an th e border. This is used 
a t Joh ann esburg, D ec. 29, 1916. 

The 3d blue, repl acing the 20d from 1922 
on, like\vise is a two-printing stamp. Bi­
color effects, w ith th e head always lighte r 
th an border , a re more plentiful. I report 6 
copies with dates from Feb. r923 to May 
1926, each from a different office. 

S. G. R. 
O. 4 317 



• 
PHILATELIC RESEARCH AND 

EXPERTIZA TION 

H ARRI SON D. s. H AVE RBECK 
The ave r age w rite r and st amp collector 
uses th e term phil atelic resea rch and expert 
with out a clea r un de rst anding of th e wo rd s 
o r of how th ey should be used. The term re­
sea rch mea ns th e application of scientific 
me th od to the study of st amps. It takes two 
majo r fo rms, both of w hich a r e comple­
menta ry to each oth e r. Resea rch Phil ately 
cevo tes itse lf to th e study of th e st amp it­
self , meth od of production, history of the 
plates and dies, changes in papers, perfor a­
tions and des igns. P ost al Histo ry devotes 
itself to the study of th e development of th e 
post al sys tem, mail rou tes and r ates, cancel­
lations and usages. T o simpli fy fo r cla rity; 
resea rch ph ila tely is th e HOW of th e st amp ; 
P ost al hi story, th e WHY of th e st amp. But 
above a ll , to qu ali fy as resea rch, th e scientific 
meth od mu st be used. 

The use of th e te rm " sc ienti fic meth od" 
may also prove fri ghtening. It should not 
l:e if we simplify and defin e it . It denotes 
t r e application of th e rules of simple logic to 
the w iving of a problem. St a rt w ith as many 
fac ts as possi ble w hich have been obtained by 
observation and expe rience. Ar rangement of 
the fac ts in or de r is th e fi rst step. It does 
not make much difference w h at scheme of 
o rde r is foll owed as long as th ere is a clea r 
plan in mind . Then study th ese fac ts fo r 
some r el ationship may be sugges ted. This 
idea obtained from th e study of th e fac ts is 
the theory or pr emise. With the theory in 
mind , try to find ad dition al fac ts which may 
or m ay not support th e th eo ry. If the the­
ory is suppo rted by all th e evidence on h and , 
th e th eo ry is proven and becomes a fac t. If 
th e th eo ry cannot be supported by addi t ional 
fac ts, discard it as being in error and try to 
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fi nd some othe r id ea, which probably has 
already been sugges ted , and attempt to prove 
it . Sim ple, isn 't it , but th e results a re some­
times amaz ing. H owever, th e embryo re­
sea rche r must remember not to con fuse "sci­
entific method" w ith "scienti fic tools." The 
use of th e ultr a-v iolet lamp or th e microscope 
do not constitute "scientific meth od." They 
a re scienti fic tools w hich are merely exten­
sions of th e eye. The meth od is in the mind 
and with out it th e fancies t tools a r e useless. 

It is necessa ry to consid er th e two afo re­
mentioned branches of ph ilatelic resea rch in 
th eir prope r o rd e r. P ostal Histo ry w ill be 
conside red fir st , fo r , w ith out a post al sys tem , 
th e re can be no st amps and consequently no 
resea rch ph ilately. The meth od is th at of 
th e histo ri an, sea rching documents, attempt­
ing to date cancella tions and m ail routes, 
dating the st amps th emselves and w hat 
caused th em to be issued. The stud ent's 
rew a rd is a panorama of th e period or th e 
country studied . 

T he method of resea rch philately is more 
nea rly th at of th e t radition al concept of th e 
scientis t. It involves th e use of m any of th e 
tools of th e chemist and physicist . The 
microscope is used fo r de t ailed study of r e­
entries and re touches to th e plate. Inks and 
papers are stu died and a lso a re subjected to 
chemical and microscop ic analys is. The 
stu dent 's rewa rd is th e d iscove ry of a new 
el ement ( in our case a new st amp ). The 
h appy and all too r a r e combin ation of both 
the techn iques of th e histo r ian and th e sci­
entist result in th e perfect phil a telic resea rch­
er. It more often happens in Phil ately as in 
Science, th at th e best wo rk is accomplished 
by a team r athe r th an by one pe rson. For 
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BooK R EVIEWS 
the gifts necessary for "The Compleat Phi­
late li st " can rarely be cultivated. A per­
son 's natural bent may be towards either of 
the fields and only very rarely encompasses 
both. 

This discussion of philatelic resea rch logi­
cally leads to a considera tion of one of th e 
peculiar phenomena associa ted with advanced 
or specialized philately, namely, "The Ex­
pert. " In the g reat majority of cases, he is 
self-call ed. H e bears th e sa me relation­
ship in philately as th e old-time med icine 
show quack does to a mode rn hospital. He 
"·ill " tell all abou t" any phase of st amp col­
lecting. H e w ill give charts showing how 
to make a fortune out of a few dollars in­
vested in current United States stamps. H e 
1s t l:e "outstanding dealer" o r the "promi­
nent coll ector " who can tell a forgery at a 
g lance (his own collection, unknown to him, 
is a remarkable showing of r ep rints forgeries, 
:a nd repaired st amps). H e is, in short, th e 
charlatan. H e ·is not peculiar to stamp col­
lecting. He can be found in any field of en­
deavo r and th e signs a re always evident to 
th e wise. His prey is th e fool , the gullible 
seeker af ter quick riches and unfortunately 
t he innocent, uninformed. Self-proclaimed 
yea rs of experience "guarantee" nothing. 

The real expert will never acknowledge the 
11ame. When co rnered he wi ll admit he 
"knows " a little, but John knows much more." 
BOOK REVIEWS 
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He will be found in the company of the re­
sea rchers and the students from whom he is 
continu ally seeking to learn. He will never 
use th e word "guarantee" for the genuine­
ness of a st amp or other phila telic item. H e 
w ill only give hi s "op inion. " His knowledge 
is the result of yea rs of patient study and 
resea rch. H e is well thought of by his fel ­
lows and they respect hi s opinions. 

The full flow ering of philatelic research is 
found in the Expert Committees. In the 
sessions of these groups, the finest philatelic 
minds apply their diversified knowledge and 
ex perience to the problems presented to them. 
There the fre es t interch ange of ideas t akes 
place among th e members, w ithout r ancour 
over a disagreement and with mutu al re­
spect for the opinions offered. By means of 
these committees, th e post al hi storian is able 
to bring his knowledge to bear on the prob­
lems still unsolved by th e research phi la tel ­
ist , whose specialized knowledge of pl a tes and 
printings may help solve un answe red ques­
tion s in P ost al History. An opinion as to 
genuinen ess and condition or as to th e class i­
fication of a stamp given by an expe rt com­
mittee represents th e cumulative knowledge 
of the members of th at committee. Such a 
statement is more to be desired than a 
"gu arantee." The wise freely admit error, 
while the fool rej ects the possibility of error. 
3c. '5I-'57 Chrnnicle 

O ne of the most useful and fasci nating 
publica tions for collectors of early U. S . 
. s t amps, and particularly th ose perenni al fav­
-0 rites , the 3c ters of th e issues prior to I 860, 
is the official publication of U nit o. I I of 
the A. P. S. 

This "3c '51-'57 Chronicle" is a coopera­
tive effor t by such students as Blake, Cabeen, 
Davis and Shaughnessy. Tracy W. Simp­
son edi ts and publishes this chronicle "every 
once in a while." He " h as what it t akes" 
'both to dig out new facts and to present old 
fa ~ ts in an interesting way. Write him at 
2903 Forest Ave., Berkeley 5, California. 

E. P. 
Th e Encyclo pa edia of B1·itish Empire Post­
age Stamps, 1806-1949, Volume II-The 
Empire in Africa xvi-438 p.-index. Rob­
son Lowe, Ltd ., London, Philadelphia. $s.oo. 

The second volume of thi s aptly named 
series of books is up to th e same high st an­
dard as th e first one. It is a veritable trea­
su re-trove of enlightening information on 
th e stamps of "Darkest Africa ." 

Divided into six parts, n a~ely I-South; 
II-Central ; III-East; IV-North ; V­
West and VI-The African I slands, the 
mass of information presented is formidable 
but, nevertheless, this work should do much 
to stimulate further study and research into 
the various phases of African philately­
particularly of the more unpopular field s. 
NO. 4 



B oo K R Ev 1 Ews 
T he a r rangement (admittedly unorth odox) 
clea rly shows th e rela tionship of th e various 
s t am j) issuing uni ts, a rel ationship which is 
compl etely los t when th e alph abe tical a r­
r angement is strictly ad hered to. F urther­
more, an ampl e ind ex is prov ided fo r quick 
refe rence to any issue if necessa ry. 

The t rea tment th roughout is lucid and is 
pa rticul a rly interes ting on ce rtain countr ies 
as it makes comprehensible w hat a re ord i­
na rily incomprehensible groups. For inst ance, 
G r iqu aland W est, a wo rthwhile and neglect­
ed gro up , Orange Free State and Transvaal , 
two oth er phil atelically abso rbing countries 
wo rth y of much g reate r popula rity. 

In Rh odesia we a re pleased to obse rve th a t 
th e va rious shades of th e 1910-22 issues a re 
a lso desc ribed by th eir flu orescence under th e 
qua r tz lamp. This is a most valu able feature 
and one which might be ex tended to othe r 
g rou ;:s wh ere possible. 

Th ere is so much th at is interes ting and 
provoca tive of furth er study in this book 
th at we co uld go on at some length w ith out 
do ing more th an merely skimming th e su r­
face. 

T he book is profusely ill us t ra ted w ith 
numerous helpful cha rts, di agrams and other 
fea t u res, which a re invalu able a ids in fol ­
lowing the post al hi story of th e various coun­
tri es discussed. 

The conclu ding chap ter on th e " Specimen" 
st amps of th e Briti sh E mpire is most compre­
hensive and M r. Samu el is to be cong ratu­
lated on his wo rk in thi s fi eld. 

The fi rm of Robson L owe, Ltd., is to be 
commended fo r publi shing such wo rks as 
this. W e hope th at phil atelists, by purchas­
ing boo ks of this kind w ill encourage th e 
puCl icat ion of furth er wo rks co ntaining so 
much that is. of real value. 

It can be truly said th at th is is a book 
wh ich should be kept w ith in easy re ach for 
co nstant refe rence and for much pleas ur able 
read ing. W. S. B. 

Th e American S tamp Collector's D ict ion ary . 
United Sta tes S tamps and Postal Hist ory. 

By H arry M. K onwiser. New York, Em­
pire Stamp Galleries, I9.+9· 309 pp.; 269 
illustrat ions. 

H arry K onw iser's Dictionary is the w ork 
in w hich he puts at th e se rvice of all of us 
his store of lore abo ut things phil atelic. From 
patents fo r st amp paper to loci for pos tm arks 
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of a Ter ritory, from something about almost 
every person w hose name th e collector wants 
to ident ify to th e stand ard phil atel ic terms, 
the scope is w id e and well covered. Such 
odd it ies as "Owning Stamps on Le tters" also 
fi nd pl ace . 

The usefuln ess of th e book is such th at 
th e defects need not long de ta in us. T he 
ac tu al "factu al e r rors" or mi ss t atements a re 
ve ry few. P erh aps th e misplaced illu stra­
ti on. on page 25, showing C harleston, S. C. 
as if pa rt of Bos ton is th e only conspicuous 
one. 

The book suffers m ainly from need ing 
more cond ensation and coo rdin a tion of mat­
te r und er one heading. Several w riters, 
of ten wi th conflicting views, a re cited on a 
matte r. Thus th e use r only knows w hat has 
been w ritten, and is lef t w ithout a definite 
st a tement in such cases. Now and then 
pa rts of th e his to rical m atter th at a re not 
strictly ge rm ane to th e topic could h ave been 
deleted w ithout loss and perh aps w ith gain. 

The fa ults a re th ose of a pioneer wo rk in 
any fi eld , not those of in adequ a te meth od or 
insufficient schola rship. The ex istence of 
such a dictionary is a sign of maturity and 
st ability fo r our fi eld . S. G. R. 

P as te P er Diverse P ar ti del Alf undo (Vari ­
ous P ostal Routes of th e World ) Printed by 
V incenzo Vi ani , V enice I 57.+· Bound m 
Sheepskin P a rchment and Thonged w ith 
L ea ther L aces . 

This wo rk, conceded to be one of th e old­
es t conce rning P ostal Histo ry, is now the 
oldes t book in The Collectors Club Libra ry 
and th e only 1574 edition of several written 
in Venice on th at subj ect. 

In Collect ors Club Bulletin, Vol. 3, No. 7, 
D e:e mber r940, we ann ounced th a t th e 1620 
ed ition of "N uovo It ine ra rio de lle P os te per 
t utto ii M un do" ("New Itinera ry of th e 
P ostal Se rvice fo r all th e W orld") by O t­
t avio Codogno, was th e r a res t book extant 
in co nn ection wi th ea rly post al history, and 
had re: ently been acqui red by our libr a ry. 
O ne of our members in Copenh agen, D en­
ma rk , recently came across this item and th en 
wrote us th at he had a P ostal Guide ante­
da tin g the "N uovo It ine ra rio" by 46 years! 
W e have since acqu ired the " P oste per D i­
verse P ar ti de l Mundo" f rom our C lub 
me mber, M r. E igil R ath je, and it now sup­
e rsedes tl· e heretofore oldes t gu ide as our 
rares t and oldes t book. 
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BooK REVIEWS 
The book pages, r y,( " wide x 30 " long, 
are numbered consecutively to 124 on right 
hand sheets only (or 248 pages as they would 
now be numbered) , plus an index of 4 pages. 
plus 12 pages on various routes to Jerusalem. 

The little book has survived its 37.5 years 
in fine condition , its binding intact and the 
printing legible. The frontispiece bookplate 
evidently depicts a postal courier riding a 
galloping horse and is exactly similar to the 
bookplate on the 1620 edition of the same 
subject. Under this bookplate appears the 
wording " In Venetia-Appresso Vicezo (sic) 
Viani 1574" and in the same place on the 
later edition , "In Venetia-Appresso Lucio 
Spineda, MDCXX." 

As shown above, the printer's given name 
is spelled " Vicezo" on frontispiece and "Vi­
cenzo" (probably the correct one) on other 
pages. 

The book is divided into sections giving 
numbered routes to and from various places, 
for instance, from Rome to Bologna, Bo­
logna to Rome, to Siena, Florence, Venice, 
etc. It has 52 pages devoted to Italian 
routes to other Italian cities and to those in 
other countries. It has seven double pages 
describing the sights and history of Rome, 
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several pages describing monasteries and holy 
places with the routes to and from various 
points. Several other pages are devoted to 
routes in Spain and from these to Switzer­
land, France, Portugal, Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, Belgium; through France with 
Paris as a starting point; from Brussels to 
various other Belgian points, etc. Several 
pages are given to a listing of the months in 
which the postal routes are open, notably 
one to England. 

Apparently there are no routes laid out 
for Russia, then under the Czar I van the 
Terrible and there are only three lines con­
cerning England , then ruled by Queen Eliza­
beth. It was about the time of the printing 
of this book that Czar I van had proposed 
marriage to " Queen Bess" and had been re­
fused. 

The knowledge of the world grew vastly in 
the interim 1574 to 1620, that is between the 
issues of our two postal guides, due in part 
to the expansion of the Thurn and Taxis 
postal system and the building of better roads 
in Europe and the voyages of discovery made 
by English, Spanish and Portuguese adven­
turers to places all over the world. Sir. 
Francis Drake had completed his circumnavi­
gation of the globe, discovering among other 
places what is now San Francisco. In 1620 
the Pilgrims had landed on Plymouth Rock 
and our "N uovo Itinerario" printed in that 
year gives evidence of much broader scope 
of routes, definite mileage and post lanes. 
We now see routes from Paris and Brussels 
to London and from there to other English 
cities ; from Milan to Cairo and other North 
African ports; to Havana and Florida via 
the Canaries ; to China, Mozambique, Philip­
pines, Timor, Singapore, Goa in India, Mac 
lacca, Sumatra, etc. It has required 446 
pages of a size 2y,( " to 3y,( " , or twice the 
1574 edition, to list the then routes and 
mileages. 

With a more complete knowledge of 16th 
Century Italian than has your reviewer, one 
should find a keen interest in these two books 
if only to check up the places mentioned in 
them and comparing them with what one 
knows of them at the present time. 

Both the "Poste per Diverse Parti del 
Mundo" and "Nuovo ltinerario" are avail­
able for inspection within the Library but 
may not be loaned out because of their 
rarity. Harry C. Ballard 
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SOME OF THE RARITIES OF BRITISH GUIANA, FIRST ISSUE, 
OF THE COLLECTIO N 

W e are selling on 

October 25 to 28, 1949 
at a 

SPECIAL AUCTION SALE 
an outstanding collection of 

BRITISH EMPIRE 
Assembled by the owner during fifty years of coll ecting activities, the 21 

volumes, cataloging almost $200,000 con tain a wealth of valuable and fine material , 
rarely offered at an auction sale. The main strength of the co llection lies in the im ­
perforates, with an outstand ing· array of full and wide-margined copies up to the 
greatest rarities. But the perfo rated issues are also well represented , with many of 
the greatest rarities and a great number of des irable sets and singles. 

No. 11 of our " Mercury Stamp Journal " edited by Edwin Mueller , br ings a 
richly illustrated report about the collection . It will be sent to interested collectors 
free on request. 

The profuse ly illustrated , specially prepared Auct ion Catalog ( in two parts ) 
will be sent free to serious co llectors on request . 

MERCURY STAMP CO·MPANY 
522 FIFTH AVE. (at 44th St.), NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

Te lephones : MU2-7106 and 2-6976 

Cab le Address " MERCSTAMP NEWYORK" 
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U. S. STAMPED ENVELOPES 
ALL UNUSED EITHER ENTIRE OR CUT SQUARE 

The better grade envelopes are cons iderably scarcer than 
most collectors realize. We have just purchased an accumu­
lation in very fine condition , and many of those offered here­
with we haven ' t had in stock for years. If already interested , 
or you would like to start , write for a free copy of our complete 
list. 

Unused Unused Unused 
E n tire Cu t E ntire Cut Entire Cut 

#Ull . ..... 10.00 6.50 #Ul08 ..... 10.00 9 .00 #U320 6.50 
U12 .... . . 6.00 5 .50 U128 5.00 U33 6 3.25 2.50 
U14 ...... 17 .50 16.00 Ul32 5.50 5.25 U337 ..... 3.00 2.50 
U16 ...... 9.00 7.50 U146 8.50 U342 3.50 3 .40 
W20 ..... 6.00 4.50 U149 7 .00 U343 3.90 
W21 ... . . 3.65 3.25 U150 3.50 3.00 U346 5.00 
U28 ...... 65.00 U153 8.00 U347 5.00 
U29 ...... 50.00 W158 .... 14.00 U350A . ... 30.00 
U36 .. . ... 3.00 2.25 Uf61 3.00 U361 . .... 4.00 
U38 . . . . . . 11.00 U186 9.00 U375 .. . .. 5 .65 5.00 
U39 5.00 4.90 U 1 87 4.50 4.00 U408A - 22.00 
U41A . . ... 3.00 U188 7.00 W410 4. 75 4.65 
U47 9.00 U198 3.00 W427 .... 15.00 14.50 
W5 1 8.00 7.50 U204 3.00 2.75 U454 .. .. . 5.50 . 5.40 
U60 3.00 U205 5 .00 U457 ..... 7.00 
U62 3.50 U207 3.50 U4 6 2 ..... 7.50 
U63 3.00 2. 75 U208 4.00 3.75 U4 63 .. ... 10.00 
U64 3.50 U209 3.75 3.50 U464 . .. .. 30.00 
U67 7.00 U2 1 0 4.00 U475 .... . 9.50 
U68 ..... . 19 .00 16.00 U2 11 4.00 3.75 U476 ..... 4.00 
U71 9.00 U215 . . . . . 12.00 9.00 U478 . . .. . 9.00 
U87 3.25 U216 ..... 9.00 7.00 U48 1A .. . . 10.00 
U91 7.00 U224 ... . . 11.00 U486 ..... 30.00 
U93 7.50 U225 3.00 2.65 U489 4.00 
U95 13.00 U244 . . ... 6.50 U500 3.50 
U97 11.00 U266 ..... 4.00 3.50 U501 3.75 
U99 7.50 U270 . . ... 6.00 U502 8.75 
UlOl 9.00 U274 ..... 11.00 U503 9.00 
Ul02 ..... 11.50 U277A . . . . 4.50 4.00 U509B . . .. 3.40 3.35 
U104 15.00 W287 5.00 U511 · ..... 11.50 
U105 . .... . 15.00 U307 ..... 5.20 5.00 U520 . .... 11.00 10.50 

ECONOMIST STAMP CO.~ INC. 
87 NASSAU STR EET, NEW YORI{ 7 , N. Y. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 4 323 



I S. · SEREBRAKIAN 

I OCT. 13-18, 1949 ]- 2 EXCITING CATALOGS 

I AUCTION SALE 
* * * 

Star 

Studded 

Features 

Frankly, we ' re embarrassed . We just don ' t 
know how to tell you that this gigantic auction 
sa le to ta ke place October 17th to 21st, 1949 , 
exceeds by far , the now famous " Serebrakian 
Sale" of last June. 

So great is thi s coming event that two cata­
logs a re necessary instead of one , 4 ,000 lots 
instead of 3 ,300, 6 sess ions instead of 5 . But 
even more important are the wonderful offer­
ings- never-before-opportunities fo r every 
branch of ph il ate ly. 

1 World Famous Rarit ies w ith 
• valu es up t o $10,000.00 each . 

2. Exciting Airma il Section . So 
big i t required a separate cata­
log. 

3. Collections so ra re and out­
Rt a nding tha t th ey a re r eady fo r 
pri ze winn ing exhibit ions. 

5. ~~~i:~~!: 0!~~\~::ie m~~Y ~~! 

6. 
m a rket for full y 10 years. 

S pec ial Section fo r A pproval 
Dealers. A tt ractive s ingles. 
sho rt sets , complete sets. mixed 
Jots. et c. , in qu antities up to 
100,000 of a kind. 

7 • 6 sesson s , 4 a f ternoon , 2 even­
ing . 

8. 4.000 Lots . 

9. 2 Catalogs . 

10. Curre n t Wholesa le Market P r ice 
is g iven for each lot. 

Dozens of the world 's greatest ra rities are 
present including the world famous RED Hon­
duras C3 of which only seven copies exist. 
Thi s gem once part of the famous Luff Refer­
ence Collection , is the rarest a irmail of the 
world and is the only copy made avai labl e to 
the market in many years . Many other rare 
items make up an auction that is replete with 
the scarce, the hard to find, the unusual 
striking material tha t brings high excitement 
to proud owners . 

Then there are the magnificent wholesale 
offerings , the Special Approval Dealers' Section 
offering unu~ual material that hasn ' t been on 
the market fo r l 0 years. 

Never before has the re been an auction that 
offers so w 'de a range of so much thrilling ma­
terial for every branch of philately. That is 
why you shou 'd rush your request for the free 
cata logs. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
HOTEL ASTOR, N. Y. 19, N. Y. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
Hotel Astor, New York Mail Coupon for Free Catalogs 

Please sen d t he free catRlog (s) for you r g igan t ic a u ction to tak e place October 13th to 
18t h , 1949. I have ma r ked th e s pace be low to ind icate t h e cataiogs I des ir e . 

N ame 

Add ress 

C ity a nd State ...... . 

D T h e General · Auction Catalog 
'.] The Airm ail Auction Catalog 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVI!I , NO. 4 



CANADA C01'1PLETE SETS 
All in Select C 011dition 

Canada is one of the f~w stable countries. Rich in natural resources, it is bound to go ahead in the 
coming years. Its many attractive stamps are incr easingly popular. Satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money refunded. 

No. Block Mint Used No. Block Mint Used 
1-2 1861 3d & 6d Laid 57.50 202-04 1933 Commems(3) 5.00 1.25 .50 
4-5 1851-7 3d & 6d W ove 47.50 205-07 1933 Coils(3 ) pr .80 .40 .05 
7-8 - 'hd & lOd - 225.00 70.00 208-10 1934 Commems (3) 4.60 1.15 .50 
10 ·- 6d Thick soft - 650.00 100.00 211-16 1935 Jubilee (6 ) 6.00 1.50 .55 

11-12 1858 1h d & 3d P err - 147.50 62.50 217-27 1935 Picto rials\ 11 ) 12.00 3.00 .80 
H-15, 17-20 1859-64, lc-17c (6) 65.00 24.50 228-30 1935 Coils (3 ) pr .50 .25 .05 

21-30 1868 Large Cents( lO ) - 82.50 22.50 231-36 1937 George VI (6 ) 1.60 .40 .10 
33 - 3c Laid pape r 17.50 237 - 3c Coronation .24 .06 .02 

34-47 1870-93 Small Ce n ta( l4 ) - 27.50 6.75 218-40 - Coi1s( 3 1 pr .25 .13 .05 
5C-6 j 1897 'h -$5 Jubilees (l 6) - 200.00 130.00 24I-4a 1938 Pictoria ls(5) 10.00 2.50 .55 
50-60 -- · ',~ -50c Jubilees( ll ) 100.00 18.50 18.00 246- 18 1939 Royal Visit (3) .80 .20 .05 
66-73 1897 Lrnf (S) 30.00 7.25 5.75 24 9-62 1942-3 War Issue ( l4 ) 14.00 3.50 .85 
74 .. g4 1898 Numera l ( ll ) 95.00 20.00 4.50 263-G7 1943 Coils P .8(5) pr .50 .25 .1 5 
85-P. 6 1898 Ma ps (2 ) 2.50 .60 .22 26f - n 1946 P eac e 10.00 2.50 .60 
S1-88 1897 Sm·charges(2 ) 1.60 .40 .25 274 1947 Be ll .28 .07 .03 
89- 95 1903-08 Edwards( 7 ) 225 .00 40.00 4.25 275 1947 Citizen .24 .06 .02 
96-103 1908 Quebecs(8) 67.50 14.00 10.50 2"'76 1945 Princess .24 .06 .02 

104-2i IU1 2-25 Georges( l 8) 34.00 8.25 .70 277 1948 R esp . Govt. .24 .06 .O~ 
123-34 1914-24 Coils (l2 ) pr 22.50 11.25 8.25 278- 81 1948 Coils P 9 ¥., pr .30 .15 .09 

135 1917 Con federation 1.50 .30 .02 282 1949 Ntwfoundland .24 .06 .02 
136-38 1924 lm perfs(3) 15.00 3.75 3.75 283 1949 Halifax .24 .06 .02 
139-~0 ID26 P rovis ionals(2 ) 9.00 2.25 2.50 Cl-9 1928-46 Airn( 9 ) 17.00 4.25 3.00 
1 4 1-4 ~ 1927 Conf & Hist(8) 4.00 1.00 .50 El-11 1898- 46 Spec. D el. ( 11 ) 25.00 6.25 3.25 
149-59 1928 Scroll ( ll ) 62.50 15.00 3.50 Fl-3 1875 Regis t r ation (3) 135.00 15.00 16.00 
160-61 1928 Co ils( 2 ) pr .95 .45 .25 JI-a rn06-28 Dues(5) 10.00 2.50 1.00 
162-77 1930 L eaf (l 6) 58.00 14.50 1.35 J6- 10 193 0-2 Dues( 5 ) 9.00 2.25 .45 
178-83 - Coil s( 6) pr .70 .35 .15 JJl --14 1933-4 Dues(4) 2.00 .50 .25 
184-91 1'131 (3) 1.40 .35 .08 Jl 5-19 1935-4 8 Dues(5 ) 1.20 .30 .10 
192-4 ln32 Ottawa. Conf (3) 2.00 .50 .20 MRl ·-5 1915-16 War Tax (5) 3.60 .90 .55 
195- 01 1932 Meda !lion (7 ) 8.00 2.00 .25 MH6-·7 ·- Coils(2) pr 4.50 2.25 .12 

U . S. Customer s 10 % Discount if you remit by check, U. S. bills or Money Order payable to me 
at New York City. SEND WANT LIST FOR INDIVIDUAL ITEMS. 

J. N. SISSONS, 204 Glenrose Avenue, Toronto, Canada 
"Sissons for S ecurity, S ervice, Satisfaction" 
• 
LI. s. PRICE LIST 

OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES: 

Confederate Issues 
u. s. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Will Be Appreciated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 NASSAU STREET, N. Y. C., 7, NEW YOR K 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVl!l , NO. 4 32j 



/ 
/ 

/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

CUTTING CORNERS 
is not recommended where stamps are concerned. 

And cutting corners ·when selling your collection at 
auction is also a very bad pol icy. 

Many collectors mistakenly bei ieve they should select 
the auction ho·use with the lowest commission charge. But 
take just one example : Auctioneer A charges 20 % but he 
has more and better buyers and you r collection realizes 
$1500., netting you $1200. Auctioneer B charges only 15 % 
but gets 10 % less for your stamps ($ 1350 ) so that you net 
$1147 .50. The moral rs obvious. In stamps , as in every­
thing else, you get what you pay for . • 

If you want the highest possible price for your stamps 
join the host of wise collectors who have used our auction 
service. Their names are legion and they have not regret­
ted thei-r choice . 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

In association with Harmer, Rooke & Co., Ltd. 

2 Arundel St., Strand, London, England 

/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 
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New 1940 
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Our Spe~ialties: 
IS RAEL 

A. M. C. 

VATICAN CITY 

POLAND 

FRANCE and COLON I ES 
(De Luxe Sheets and 

Die Proofs ) 

A splendid stock of covers 
of the world . 

We would apprec ia te you r 
want list. 

P enny Black Stamp Co. 
116 Nassau Street, N. Y. C., 7 

1
A_ 
328 THE COLLEC
,-------·--------, 

CRYSTAL - MOUNT 
A beautiful , safe, inexpens ive 

protect ing mount for stamps , 

blocks an::! covers. Used by 

thousands of collectors. Made 

of spark ling crystal-clear cel­

lulose acetate , approved for 

safety by U. S. Bureau of 

Standards. Tr ial -order " As­

sorted Package , 60c " from 

your favor ite dealer, or 

send to us for free samples. 

CUTS and FOLDS 

TO FIT ALL SIZES 

H. E . B ARRIS & CO. 
61 Transit Bldg .. Boston 17. Mass. 
is the NI NTEENTH YEAR 

I HAVE BEEN BUYING 

FINE U. S. STAMPS 

No complaints-no d issat isfac­
t ion . If you want to sell your 
U. S. Collect ion or better grade 
s ing le items, send for my in­
spection and offer. Lot held 
intact until you accept. Im­
med iate payment . Refe rence ! 
- anyone in the business. 

SINCE 1no 

THOMAS F. WHITBREAD 
84 Sunset Ave., Amher st, Mass. .£ 

J 
R EGUl,A R 

AUCTION SALES 
of practica lly everyt hi ng 

concern ing Philately 

* e Stamps - Proofs - Essays 
e Postal Stationery 
e Accessories 
9 Philatelic Literature 

Cat al ogue F R EE On R equest 

* 
BILLIG & RICH~ Inc. 

Room 630 55 \Vest 42nd Str eet, 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

PRICE LIST ON PHILATELIC 
LITERATURE F REE 
TORS CLUB PH I LAT ELIST , VOL. xxvnr, NO. 4 



We 8pecialt.ze ~ 
n1aking Your Uobby 

J{ [/J/easant <9ne 
• 

Visit Us <9r 8end Us !}our Want oList 

ROCKEFELLER CENTER 

INTERNATIONAL BLOC. 

SUITE 1762 

filll:rirnd 

ffe"iamF 

630 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 20, N. Y. 

CIRCLE 7-6597 ··· 

~·hllF =:====:===:===:===:===:::=I 
AIRMAIL STAMPS 
A Complete Service to All Collectors of Airmail Stamps 

NEW ISSUES 

AUCTIONS 

WANT LISTS 

PRICE LISTS 

The most complete Service of All New Issues including 
the Rare Issues at reasonable prices. Ask for explana­
tory circular. 

Regular Auction Sales. Illustrated Catalogue ~ent upon 
request. 

Special care taken to fill Want Lists. 

Sent free upon request. 

Al R LETTER SHEETS We maintain a complete New Issues Service. 

F. W. KESSLER 
500 FIFTH AVENliE NE W YORJ{ 18, N. ¥ . 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII , NO. 4 329 



WE CARRY 

British Empire 
EXCLUSIVELY 

<9ur 8tock, one of tlie most compre­

hensive 1."n the country_, offers you the 

opportunity to select what you need 1."n 

<J3rit1."sh in singles or sets, mint or used. 

'ljour wants l1."st wi// receive careful atten­

tion. fJ'or 8atisf action the . . . 

"EQUITABLE WA Y" 

Send in your Want List Tqday 

EQUITABLE STAMP CO~ 
§0§ §th A VENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
330 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxvnr, NO. 4 
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9inW~Li IJJ.o~ 91 Cl.q.ain! 
The American Commemorative Stamp Album 
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A fu1ly il1ustrat ed album for every s ingle commemorative stamp of the United States with t h e s tory 
of the Men, W omen , Places and Ev~nts that ha ve helped make America's History. 

Ample m ounting space provided from 1893 through the last stamp of 1949. 
64 pages, 8 'J2 " by 11". printed on heavy " Stamp Collectors Ledger" © paper, each page is suitably 

decorated and pu n ch ed to fit s tandard t h ree-ring b in der. Supplements issued yearly. 

.A.LBUM COMPLETE WITH BINDER, gold-stamped, $4.50. PACES ONLY $2.50 . 
25c P ostage out s ide 100 mile delivery area. New York City re~idents please add tax. 

33rd 
New and Broadway G I M B E L s Yorkl , N,Y. 

9th at Market 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

WORLD ' S LARGEST STAMP DEPARTMENTS 
TH E COLLECTORS CLUB PHI LATELIST, VOL. XXVIII , NO. 4 33r 



ci1J1Jlt (Jo.RA 
s~ott~s Loose-leaf 

Blank Albums 
SPRING-BACK BIN'DERS 

NE PLUS ULTRA ... ... ......... ... ........ ..... ...... ...... ... .. .... $12.00 
Has l 00 leaves of linen ledger paper. with glassine interleaving. 
Page size , without hinge, is 8 114 x l l inches. Overall album size is 
11 xl l % . Black binder, gold stamped. Extra pages, 25 for $1.50. 
Binder only, $6. 

BRUCE ..... .... .... ... ... ... ... ...... ..... .... .. ...... .. ... .... ... .. ...... $12.00 
Red , green or black binder . Has I 00 linen-hinged pages, size 

. 8 %xl 0 14. Overall album size: l 01hxl 0% . Gold stamped back­
bone. Extra pages, 25 for $ 1.50. Binder only, $6. 

DOUGLAS ... ... .... ...... ... ... .. .... ... ....... ... .... ... ... ........ ..... $12.00 
Like the Bruce, but larger . Page size: 9 "\{i xl l %. Overall album 
size: l 2x l 2 . 

POST BINDERS 

BRUCE POST .... ... .... ....... ..... .. ..... .. .... .... .. .... .... ..... ... $10.00 
Red, green or black binder in im itation leather with gold decoration. 
50 linen-hinged pages, size 8 % x l 0 ~·L Overall album size: 
l 01h x l 0 %, . Extra pages, 25 for $1 .50. B;nder on ly, $7. 

BRUCE POST SPECIAL .. ..... ..... ......... ... ... ............. .... $17.50 
Like the Bruce Post in size and binder co '.o rs . Has morocco back and 
corne rs, linen-covered slip case. 50 pages of special Crane linen 
paper, with fransparent glassine interleaving. Ex tra pages, 25 for 
$3.75. Binder only, with case, $ I l . 

DE LUXE # 1 ... ....... ...... ... .. ............... ... ... ..... ... ..... ..... $25.00 
This aristocrat of Scott albums has a heavy post binder cover in %, 
red morocco, with imitation leather sides. Ra ised hubs on ba~kbone. 
Silk moire lining and fly leaf. Gold tooling on front and back cove rs, 
which are beveled with round corners. Fifty gilt-edged , linen - hinged 
pages of finest quality paper, quadrille ruled , size 8 l/4 xl0 1/4, without 
hinge. Cellu lose acetate interleaving. 

DE LUXE # 2 ....... ..... ...... .. ..... ....... .......... ....... .... ... ... . $20.00 
A lmost as elegant as the De Luxe # l . It is partly handmade, has a 
cover with square corners and a marbled paper lining and flyleaf. 
Match ing slip case, of course . (Picture bel ow ). 

Order from your dea ler 

SCOTT 
PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 

1 W. 47th St., New York 19. 
332 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 4 



S I NCE 192 9 

MI NT 

AIRMAILS 
EXCLUSIVELY 

Choice and Unusual Items 

Always o n Hand 

Prompt Personal Attention 

to Your Wants 

L. W. CHARLAT 
AIRMAILS EXCLUSI.VELY 

New York 7 , N. Y. £ 180 Broa dway 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXVIII, N
AucTION BUYING 

OR SELLING 

- ~l~ ~ £ 
' 11.s . . . 

105 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17 ...................... 
Monthly Auction Sales 
At Th e 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

in N ew York 

We W ill Be Happy to Communicate 

With Collectors Desiring to 

Ta ke Advantage of the 

Present 

· High Market . 

"Prite [01· Catalogs to 

LAURENCE & STRYKER 

7 East -l2ncl St. , New York 17, N. Y. 
O

CROSS STAMP CO. 
551 FIFTH AVEN UE, 

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

AUCTI ON SA LES 

OUR SPECIALT Y 

Write for the catalogue of our 
forth -coming sales. 

We so lic it consignments of all types 
of PHILATELIC MATERIAL. 

Results of our sales show that sat is ­
factory prices are the rule rather 
than the exception. 

If you have a large collection , or 
s ingle items of outstand ing merit we 
shall be at your service . 

CROSS STAMP COMPANY 
. 4 • 333 



FACTS 

ABOUT §ELLING YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e · We hav.e been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi ­

cient, up to date , PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi ­

mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad­

vances pending sale . Expert superv!sion of all material by 

experienced phi late I ists . 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila ­

telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred . Our 

advice, backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your 

service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac­

cumulations , Rarities , etc . 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN 

IR WIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

2 West 46th Street New York 19, N. Y. 

Telephone : LUxemburg 2-2393 
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7tt 
f!Vo 8xtra ~ost 

You 
can afford the luxury 

of purchasing 
7lir Stamps 

from 
NIC OLA·S SANABRIA, INC. 

The World's Leading Air Stamp Dealors 
521 Fifth Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

S
OMETIME' every collector wants 
some special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps, 
not to be found · in dealers' regular 
stocks; he wants reliable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
service is the sole function of J . C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
sion, for collectors who wish to add to 
t heir collections or dispose of them in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal are examined without cost (except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 
are charged only on completed trans­
actions. If you want to buy or sell .. 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.) 

1 West 47th St. , New York, N. Y. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO
Ev'ery Speciali:zed Collection Should Include 
Essays and Proofs. 

I have the most extensive and varied stock of 

Essays & Proofs 
Exclusively 

United States, British North America, 
Hawaii and Latin America. 

Die & Plate Essays, Proofs in both Normal and 
Trial Colors of Postmasters; Postage; Official: 
Newspaper; Envelopes; Postal Cards; Revenues. 

During the 

A. P. S. Convention 
AUCUST 15 to 20 

I Will Be At The 

HOTEL STATLER 
Boston, Mass. 

Brazer's U. S. Essay Catalog 
Publisher Sold Out. I Still Have a Few at $7.50 
Send lOc for Illustrated Price List. 

Why Pay More? 

Clarence \V. Brazer 
415A Lexington Ave., New York 17, N.Y., U.S.A. 
. 4 335 



Xuctt.on 8ervice 

* * * 
[preparation 

* * * 
If you conten1plate selling your stamp 

collection during the coming season -
Proper Preparation Is A Necessity - This 
inc1udes Correct Lotting Advertising - Se­
lection of Dates for the Sale - All such 
details are performed by Our ... 

[j)ersonalized Xuction 8erw:ce 

* * * . 
Correspondence Invited- Details cheer­

fully given - Write us now. Time is 
essential so that most advantageous dates 
may be arranged. 

EDSON J. FIFIELD 
.iOO FIF'J'H AVENUE £ NE\V YORK 18~ N. Y. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXYIII, NO. 4 



THE ROBSON LOWE ORGANISATION 
OFFERS AN UNRIVALLED 

...------•INTERNATIONAL 
AUCTION 

Among the attractive prop­
erties which will be offered 
in ou r London Salesrooms in 

SERVICE • 
the new season are t he fol----------------
lowing of worl d -w ide repu te : 

Our Philadelphia House has 
a full programme schedu led 
which opens with : 

• 
J_,ONDON 

BOUllNEl'tlOUTH 

PHILADELPHIA 

1'1ELBOUllNE 

The "ROSE-HUTCHINSON" 
HONG KONG & INDIA 

*** 
The "G. H. BOUCHER" 

GREAT BRITA.IN 
and CLASSICS of the EMPIRE 

*** 
The unique find of the 

CODRINGTON CORRESPONDENCE 
w ith major interest in 

B.W. I. 
and a host of un-named collections 

*** 
A SPECIALISED COLLECTION OF . 

TH'E BRITISH EMPIRE 
Outstanding 

U. S. A. and B. N. A. 
and the f ine collection of 

MEXICO 
offered for sale by order of 

JOHN HALL BARRON, ESQ., 
Past President of the Royal Philatelic 

Society 

*** 
1 llustrated Catalogues sent on request from 

ROBSON LOWE In~. 
1320 lVIDENEll BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA 7~ PA.~ U.S.A. 

Te lephone: Locus t 4- 1 367 

Head Office : 50 PALL MALL, LONDON , S. W . 1 



I I \ 
\ 
Taking Care • • • • 

Selling stamps by auction is a specialist's job, and 
the secret of success is taking care of important 
details-taking care in presentation, in timing, 
and above all in choice of market. 

In the H. R. Harmer Auctions, the result of this 
is well known to the serious philatelist. He knows 
by repute (and very of ten from personal experi­
ence) that the name of Harmer 1s synonymous 
with the best price realizations. 

If you contemplate selling, you cannot do better 
than place your interests in our hands. 

L::tst season, our sales in New York alone, re­
alized well over half a million dollars, and the 
material included the widest possible range of 
properties, from the "Charnley & Whelan St. 
Louis Bears" ( 42 lots bringing $43,220) down 
to many small collections realizing $ 5 o or less. 

The big collections get the limelight but the 
smaller properties receive equal care. 

\f\T e look forward to taking care of your interests 
-as a buyer, or a vendor, or both-during the 
present season. 

H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

32 EAST 57th STREET NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 




