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Stamp Collecting — Finance or Philately?

One topic that splits the ranks of philately
right down the middle is that of the invest-
ment angle of stamps. Regardless of an indi-
vidual opinion, there should be no doubt in
anyone’s mind that stamp collecting is basic-
ally a commercial hobby. Practically every

stamp we collect is priced by a catalog with

a relative degree of accuracy. There are
many things, other than stamps, to collect,
where a monetary value is non-existent.

We have heard the philatelic purist stoutly
maintain that his sole interest lies in the
stamps themselves and that he is totally obliv-
ious of any price tag attached to them.
However, he generally makes this statement
paradoxical by gleefully explaining how he
secured a truly valuable stamp in a job lot
at auction, from “the garbage pail” or as a
“sleeper.” We believe that most collectors,
no matter how seriously they study their
stamps, seek nothing more, when buying or
selling, than a fair current market value.
(There is usually some difference of opin-
ion between collector and dealer as to this
fair value).

But the commercial angle of stamp collect-
ing can be overplayed. And it is done by
those who write upon stamp prices. When

you analyse it, this is the easiest form of phil-
atelic writing. It requires the least knowl-
edge and research. Consequently, such
writers are most apt to err. In particular,
we have in mind those who attempt to por-
tray stamps as a substitute for investment
securities, real estate, commodities or annui-
ties. We grant that stamps withstood the
1930 depression relatively well. But that fact
affords no justification for one in retrospect
to guarantee stamp collecting as ‘“depression-
proof” and suggesting to the general public
that it place part of its savings in mint sheets
of recent United States commemorative is-
sues. Such reporting to the uninformed pub-
lic will eventually do our hobby harm and
those not interested in stamps should not be
misled if they do decide to collect.

A second manner of unduly publicizing the
monetary side of philately is through those
market predictions. We point our critical
finger at the prophet, the seer of future price
trends. Such authors have been with phi-
lately for years. Both American and foreign
stamp periodicals as far back as the 1880’s
have indulged in such forecasting. But of
late, a new wrinkle has been introduced and
these modern writers have gone pretty scien-
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tific on us. The use of higher mathematics
and graph charts is good window dressing,
but we join those who doubt whether these
assure any further degree of accuracy than
the simpler old style. Forecasting upon any-
thing is inexact. Liable as not, the unex-
pected happens. The political pollster will
long have to overcome the fiasco of the 1948
Presidential election. Wall Street offers
many market forecasts of stock and bond
prices. Those familiar with securities tell
us that no such service has been constantly
accurate for any extended period of time. It
is and will be primarily a guessing game.
And so it is with the future of stamp prices.

Although we do share the expressed opin-
ion of many philatelists that investment as-
pect, past or future, should have little place
in our hobby, we do not agree with their
degree of alarm as to the low estate to which
stamp collecting is sinking because such writ-
ings happen to be printed. The hobby will
always be great because it can be approached
from so many angles. That which interests

the student is of utter boredom to the space-
filler. The latter will not spend two min-
utes with the contents of a magazine such as
this. But let us not forget the well-worn
adage that before we walk, we creep. And
so perhaps the collector, who today is avidly
reading which of the present commemora-
tive stamps will show the greatest price in-
crement within the next decade, might in-
stead at the end of that period be writing a
study for THE CorLEcTorR’s CLUB PHILAT-
eLisT. That was our very experience, and
no doubt yours. So with the vastness of our
hobby, the serious philatelist should take
matters as this as they truly are, rather than
jumping to incorrect conclusions, because a
sideline of stamp collecting at times might
be overpublicized.

Editorial Board:
HENRY M. GOODKIND, Chairman
WINTHROP S. BOGGS
EDWIN MUELLER
ELLIOTT PERRY
STEPHEN G. RICH

Admiral Frederic R. Harris

In the numerous tributes which we read
about Admiral Harris, none did more than
touch lightly upon his philatelic activities.
We would, therefore, wish to pay tribute to
his memory, viewing him as a philatelist by
those who worked closely with him.

Admiral Harris was an exception to the
popular notion that the wealthy merely use
their means to purchase stamps. Admiral
Harris studied his stamps and carried with
him a fund of knowledge about them. He
freely shared this with others, young or old,
advanced or beginner collector. He had a
true student’s approach to stamps, always
seeking to enlarge what was known about
them from any aspect.

We would cite two instances about Ad-
miral Harris that will reflect his philatelic
side. Upon the unexpected death of Mr. Al-
fred F. Lichtenstein, shortly before the 1947
CIPEX, Admiral Harris was appointed to
head the International Jury in Mr. Lichten-
stein’s place. No one need be told that
“these were difficult shoes to fill.” Assem-

bled in this body were the top philatelic au-
thorities from all over the world. From the
first session, differences of opinions arose.

.These continued until Admiral Harris took

command with his strong deep voice. As a
bolt, unison was achieved. Knowing how
controversial and temperamental a group of
leading philatelic authorities gathered in one
room can be, Admiral Harris demonstrated
his ability to handle this task.

A second matter about Admiral Harris
that always impressed us was the willingness
with which he lent his stamps to the inquir-
ing student. Usually, he not only offered his
outstanding material for study, but remained
on the scene to enter into any discussion. It
was then that his profound philatelic knowl-
edge was best displayed.

It was our impression that Admiral Har-
ris’ favorite stamps were those of Hawaii.
The recent Hawaii book could be perhaps
rightly called “Admiral Harris’ Philatelic
Monument.”

. 5. B.
H.M.G.
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THE FIRST ESCUELAS STAMPS OF
VENEZUELA 1871-76

By C. W. WICKERSHAM

Y 1871 the small issues of postage

stamps of Venezuela that had com-

menced in 1859 were exhausted. The
dies or stones of the square stamps of 1866-
67 were not to be used again until 1873 and
later for the Contrasena overprints. Hence
from about March 1871 until August 1873,
no stamps were available for postage except
the issues of the lithographed, imperforate
First Escuelas.

By decrees of April and June, 1870, it was
provided that these stamps were to be used
for postage and revenue. But it was not
until the following spring that the first
stamps with the well-known overprints were
issued.

The catalog descriptions for some reason
have always been inadequate. The fact is
that there are three different overprints, and
several different stones for each value.
Messrs. Hall and Fulcher have shown that
these fall into eight classes, and Mr. Dull
has given additional details. ()

It is not my purpose to repeat in detail the
interesting work of these experts. They
paved the way for later knowledge, and
while there is much still to learn, this article
will deal principally with features not here-
tofore developed, especially with relation to
the colors and shades of color which help in
distinguishing some of the different issues of
these stamps from each other, and with the
dates of issue and use of the different over-
prints, as well as with impressions and with
imprints, errors and unusual varieties.

In order to understand these stamps, we
must start by restating the classification of
the issues. For convenience we will adopt

the so-called eight issues, all lithographed and
imperforate, and will also adopt the classifi-
cation of the overprints used as a result of
the work of the experts.

The first overprint was in upright letters
composed of two double horizontal lines usu-
ally parallel to each other and between 7 and
14 mm. apart in most copies. One line con-
tains the words “Bolivar Sucre Miranda” re-
peated sometimes out of order, and the same
words in a second line immediately under and
parallel to the first. In the other double
line of overprint, each line reads “Decreto
de 27 Abril de 1870,” sometimes with a sec-
ond “de” before “Abril,” and sometimes with
other minor changes. Following the lead of
the authorities, we may call this first over-
print, with its upright letters, Overprint A.
The later overprints will be discussed in their
order. There were two different issues with
Overprint A, the first by Neun of all 15
values in March, 1871, and the second by
Rasco of all values, except the 2 centavos, in
June of the same year from new stones.

1871—First Issue, Overprint A. Printed
by Enrique Neun of Caracas. Issued in
March, 1871.(2) Denominations: 1, 2, 3, 4
and 5 centavos, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 15, 20, 30

1. Thomas W. Hall and L. W. Fulcher, “The
Postage Stamps of Venezuela,”” The London Philat-
elist, November, 1918, and subsequent issues. The
types referred to throughout this article ars based on
Hall & Fulcher's work.

Christian L. Dull, ““The Early Stamps of Vene-
zuela,” The American Philatelist, January, 1937.

2. Hall and Fulcher give the date of issue as
March 4, 1871. Dull says “March, 1871.” The
earliest date on a dated copy seen by the writer,
namely, June 6, '71, is given in the text.
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VENEZUELA—THE FirsT EscueLas STamMePps

This issue is distinguished by
The

and 50 reales.
the printing, which is clear and fine.
colors are as follows:

1 to 5 centavos, brown orange, strongly
colored. The shades are somewhat lighter in
the 1 centavo, which is also found in a lemon
yellow. (Fig. 1).

(Fig. 1) 1871, Unused block of the 4 centavos,
First Issue.

1 to 7 reales, fairly bright rose. The 3
reales is usually paler than the others.

9 to 50 reales, bright green. Copies of the
7 and 9 reales are sometimes found some-
what paler than the wusual bright color.
(Fig. 2).

These colors should be borne in mind when
we consider later issues.

Tke earliest date of cancellation which we
have seen is June 6, 1871. This date has
been noted on the 3 centavos and the 9 reales.
Not many conclusions can be drawn from this
because the great majority of used copies of
the First Escuelas stamps are pen-cancelled
and dates are rare. Only a few cities had
cancelling machines and pen cancellations
were normal for both postage and revenue.
The following dated copies have been ex-
amined, scme of which are in the writer’s col-
lection:

244

g4
§ (Fig. 2) 1871, Unused block of the 9 reales,

First Issue.

June 6, 1871; July 2, '71; August 1, '71;
871; January 30, 72; May 26, '72; June 3,
‘oaa 1873 May 27,296,

In connection with the late use of the 15
reales (May 27, '76), it is interesting to note
that after the first setting of Overprint B,
hereafter described, there were no further
printings of this value until the last (eighth)
issue in 1876, and the numbers printed in all
four issues of this value probably did not ex-
ceed 14,000.

There are a number of interesting errors in
this issue. An error of overprint exists in
the 1 centavo, in which both double lines, i.e.,
all four lines, read “Bolivar, Sucre, Miran-
da,” the words referring to the April 27 de-
cree being omitted. In the 2 centavos, an
error is known, namely, one double line of
overprint, instead of two; and there is a de-
fective transfer in existence that shows as a
broad vertical blank on the entire right hand
side of the stamp, just inside the right frame
line.

In the 5 centavos, an error of color has
been found—a pale rose-red instead of the
clear orange that characterises these fine
printings of the first five values.
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VENEZUELA—THE FirsT Escueras Stampes

Copies with inverted overprint occur on
the 1 real rose. Both copies in the writer’s
collection are dated and are referred to above
in the reference to dates. One is 8.1."71 and
the other is 1.30.72.

In the 5 reales, a copy with enormous top

margin shows a defective transfer—the
whole top right corner being lost. This de-
fect is 3 millimeters deep. (Fig. 3).

(Fig. 3) 1871, 5 reales; 1st Issue, with
defective transfer.

Five types have been identified of all values
from 1 centavo to the 5 reales. All types of
the 1 real show a white flaw to the left of
the third cross on the right.

Apparently the 7 reales was printed from
only one transfer. The color of this value
varies from rose to pale rose, and a copy has
been seen with a very heavy and highly inked
impression giving much the appearance of a
double impression. )

The higher values, 9, 15, 20, 30 and 50
reales, of this issue, as already mentioned,
are usually a clear, bright green in color,
and fine examples of the lithographer’s art.
Unused blocks of four of the 9 and 15 reales
in the bright shade in mint condition are
among the finest pieces in the philately of
South America—clear impressions that will
grace any collection. Five types of the 9
reales, and two of the 15 reales have been
described.

The 20, 30, and 50 reales were printed in
strips of ten and there is only one type of
each. Pairs of the 20 reales, unless cut
close, show wide margins at top and bottom.
(Fig. 4).

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII,

(Fig. 4) 1871. Pair of the 20 reales, First

Issue, showing margins.

It is probable that only 5,150 copies of the
9 reales were issued, 2,060 of the 15 reales,
and 1,030 each of the three higher values,
the 20, 30, and 50 reales. All are extremely
rare unused, particularly the last two.
Copies occasionally seen are usually cleaned.

It is in these well printed and clear green
stamps that a feature not mentioned in earlier
writings, so far as known, is easy to observe.
The forehead of Simon Bolivar’s head is
high, and the well-marked eyebrow is well
curved, the lower end coming down to a
point even with the left angle of the eye.

(Fig. 5).

(Fig. 5) 1871. 15 reales, green, First Issue.
Enlargement to show marked curve
of eyebrow.
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VENEZUELA—THE FirsT EscueELAas STamMPsS

This is a feature of the first six printings
of the 1871-76 Escuelas. The 7th and 8th
Issues are quite different in this respect, as
we shall see.

Second Issue. Overprint A. Printed from
new stones by Rasco of Caracas. Issued in
June, 1871. All values, except the 2 centavos.

It is somewhat challenging that the second
issue came out so soon after the first issue.
It is difficult to believe that 200,000 copies of
the 1 centavo, 50,000 each of the 3 and 4
centavos, and 25,000 of the 5 centavos could
have been used up so soon. Probably this
was caused by the fact that no other stamps
were available. While Rasco printed both
the Second and Third Issues, Neun and his
partner Remathed returned as the printers
of the Fourth Issue. Saldivia is quoted as
saying that Rasco printed the overprint on
the First Issue. But as Saldivia says that
Rasco printed the Second Issue from the same
stones, which is clearly incorrect, we are not
forced to agree with the claim that he printed
the overprint on Neun’s issue. There was no
change in the overprint in the Second Issue,
but the shades of color were generally differ-
ent, and, of course, the types found for each
value are different from the corresponding
value of the earlier issue. The impressions

are not as good nor as clear as those of the
First Issue.

The centavos stamps are of a golden yel-
low color, quite distinct from the brown
orange of the First Issue. This appears to
be constant except where oxidation has affect-
ed the stamps, and except also in the 3rd
setting of the 1 centavo where copies are
found of a slightly brownish yellow.

The so-called rose stamps are not rose at
all. They are a pale red, instead of the bright
rose of the First Issue. This color difference
will at once distinguish stamps of the two
issues of the 1 real to 7 reales values from
each other, since the pale red of the one is
quite different from the rose of the other.

The higher values of the Second Issue are
a pale green, instead of bright green, although
occasionally, especially in the case of the 9
reales, copies are found almost as bright as
occasional pale copies of the First Issue.
However, they can always be distinguished
by the types.

Dated specimens of this issue which have
been examined or are in the writer’s collec-
tion, include a copy of the 9 reales dated
July 2, 1871, almost a first day of issue.
Dates noted are as follows:

(Fig. 6) 1871. Block of 10 of the 3 Reales, Second Issue, with Imprint.
(Photos by Adrien Boutrelle)
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July 2, ’71; June 22, '72; July 1 or Janu-
ary 7, 72 (1.7.72); November 6, 72 or
June 11, ’72 (6.11.”72) ; December 31, ’72;
1872; April 21, '73; September 4, '73; No-
vember 3, 73 or March 11, ’73 (11.3.”73) ;
1874; March 5 or May 3, 75 (3.5.75);
July 29, '75.

The 1 centavo is found with inverted over-
print—which is comparatively common in
this value in both settings. A third setting
(Rasco’s second) includes both normal, in-
verted and vertical overprints—the latter be-
ing rare.

The overprint of the 3 centavos is usually
found inverted. The writer has an unused
block of four where the overprints on the
upper pair are normal, but there is only one
double line of overprint (“Bolivar,” etc.)
on the lower pair, and this is inverted. An
unused pair shows the upper double line in-
verted, and the lower normal but both are
the “Decreto” lines, the ‘“Bolivar” lines be-
ing absent. The same overprints appear on
a used block of four. In both the pair and
the block, the two double lines are 14-15 mm.
apart.

Inverted overprints are common also on
the 4 centavos, occur on the 2 reales, and are
apparently universal on the 3 reales. An un-
used single of the former is known with only
one double line of overprint.

Blocks of the 1 centavo and the 3 reales in
the writer’s collection from the bottom rows
with bottom margins show colored imprints
stating the number of stamps issued. In the
first, the imprint reads “2/d Em/on de 3500,-
000" and in the 3 reales “2/d Emision de
500,000.”  We would say the Second Issue
consists of 500,000 stamps. This refers to
the total issue including all values. The im-
print on the block of the 1 centavo also shows
the name of the printer—Felix Rasco. (Fig.
6).

A single of the 1 centavo with bottom mar-

gin has an imprint reading “120 Es(tampil-
las).” (Fig. 7).
This evidently refers to the number of stamps
in the sheet, and bears out Dull’s statement
that the stamps were printed in sheets of 120,
10 transfers in a block 5 x 2.

Ten types each of all the centavos values
and of the 1, 2, and 3 reales have been identi-
fied, and at least nine of the 5 reales. As to
the 7 reales, the authorities are not in ac-

(Fig. 7) 1871. 1 centavo, Second lssue,
with Imprint.

cord. Hall and Fulcher say only one trans-
fer, whereas Dull describes ten types, and
my own studies are thus far inconclusive. It
is probable that 10,000 copies of the 7 reales
of this issue were printed—the same number
as in the case of the 5 reales. This suggests
at least the probability of a number of types.
So here is a case for the research expert.

In the case of the higher values, six types
of the g reales have been identified and de-
scribed, three of the 15 reales, four each of
the 20 and 30 reales, and three of the 50
reales. (24)

A pair and a single of the 20 reales in the
writer’s collection have very large top and
bottom margins, as they were printed in hori-
zontal strips (a single row), and show col-
ored imprints at bottom reading “—O Es-
tampilla de” and “10—" respectively. As the
single is Type 2, and the pair Types 3 and 4,
this may fairly be interpreted to read “10
stamps of the (20 reales),” confirming the
printing in strips of ten.(2B) (Fig. 8).

It is probable that only 1,000 stamps of the
20 reales were printed—the same number as
the 30 and the 50 reales. Unused copies (not
cleaned) of these three values are exceedingly
rare.

2A. Dull says only 5 types of the 9 reales, and 4
of the 15 reales.

28. Dull shows a reconstructed strip of ten of the
20 reales with bottom imprint reading ‘‘2/a” Emision
de 500,000—10 Estampillas de (Veinte) R/s”, and
strips of the 30 and 50 reales with similar im-
prints. He also shows a reconstructed sheet of twenty
of the 15 reales (1o x 2) with imprint including
the legend “20 Estampillas de Quince R/s.”
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(Fig. 8) 1871. Single and pair of the 20 reales, Second lssue, with Imprints.

Having noted the marked difference in the
shades and colors of the two issues with the
Bolivar overprint, which, it must be remem-
bered, were printed from different stones,
and can always be differentiated by a study
of the types, in aid of the more pronounced
differences of shade or color, we now come to
issues with quite different overprints.

In the next two issues, from new stones,
the overprint is slanting, instead of upright,
the words “Bolivar Sucre Miranda” are
omitted, and there is only one double line of
overprint, instead of two. This reads “De-
creto de 27 de Junio de 1870” and we can
best adopt the terminology of the authorities
and refer to it as Overprint B.

Third Issue. 1872. Overprint B in one
double line slanting. Printed from new
stones by Felix Rasco. There are no 1, 2, 3,
or 4 centavos in this setting, but all the other
values are included. (Figs 9 & 9A).

The 5 centavos is printed in a variety of
shades of yellow and orange. The 1 real to
7 reales inclusive are uniformly in a very

£ ()i’ % ()m'-

TEorclooss &t

(Fig. 9) 1872. Unused pair of the 5 reales,
Third Issue, showing Overprint B.

pale, light, dull rose giving a pale, washed-
out appearance very different and much paler
than the rose of the First Issue. The higher
values are yellow green or green to deep
green—a vivid color, though usually not quite
as bright as the green of the First Issue.

The earliest date known to the writer on a
stamp of this issue is October, 1872. Dated
copies show the following:

Juro 1870 Decat
" . 9‘4 04.:

i .
2 E

-

(Fig. 9A) Enlargement of overprint.
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VENEZUELA—THE FirRsT EscuerLas StTames

October, '72; November 4, ’72; 1872; April
3 or March 4, '73 (3.4.73); April 7, '73;
April 23, ’73; January, ’74; February 10
or October 2, '74 (10.2.74); 1875; April
7, '76; August 19, '76; May 30, '77; June
18, ’77; January 19, '78; February 9, or
September 2, 78 (9.2.78) ; April 21, ’78.

Dull gives December 1872 as the date of is-
sue, but this must be erroneous.(3) Hall and
Fulcher refer to a copy of the 1 real cancelled
in October 1872. This is probably the copy
referred to above. In any event, we can be
reasonably sure that the first printing of the
Overprint B stamps with the slanting over-
print appeared in 1872, although the exact
date of issue is unknown.

The number of stamps printed was sub-
stantially larger than the corresponding num-
bers of either of the preceding issues—prob-
ably 60,0co for the 1 real, 50,000 for the 2
reales, 30,000 for the 3 reales, 20,000 for the
5 reales, 18,000 for the 7 reales, 16,000 for
the 9 reales, 7,000 for the 15 reales, 2,200
each for the 20 reales and 30 reales, and
1,800 for the 50 reales. This may explain
why there was no printing of the four higher
values in the Fourth Issue, presently to be
described.

(Fig. 10) 1872. Unused block of the 20 reales,
Third Issue, showing the 4 types. Top row,
types 2 and 1. Bottom row, types 4 and 3.

Ten types of the 5 centavos have been
identified, and five each of the 1, 2, 3, and
5 reales. The number of types of the 7 reales
is in dispute. Five types are found of the
9 and 15 reales, and four each of the remain-
ing high values.(*) (Fig. 10).

None of the higher values of this issue
were printed in single rows. This is proved
by blocks of four or more of all the green
stamps of the issue in the writer’s collection.

(Fig. 11).

(Fig. 11) 1872. Block of the 50 reales,
Third Issue.

Occasional private or unofficial perforation
is shown by a copy of the 7 reales perforated
19,

There was no further issue until 1874,
when it became necessary to print more of
the lower values, especially as there had been
no 1, 3, or 4 centavos printed since June,
1871, and no 2 centavos since the First Issue.
But the number of the four higher values
contained in the Third Issue was evidently
more than sufficient for the country’s needs,
since none were included in this or later is-

3. See Duli, ib., p. 173.

4. See C. H. Schill, F, R, P. 8. L. in the London
Philatelist for September, 1929, p. 200, for an in-
teresting study of types and subtypes of the Escuelas
stamps.
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VENEZUELA—THE FirsT EscuerLas Stampes

sues prior to 1876, except in the case of the
20 reales, which was included in the Laid
Paper Issue of 1875. While the same over-
print was used for the Fourth Issue, the
colors and shades of color are quite distinct
from those of the Third Issue in most values,
and it is believed that the printing was done
by Remathed & Neun, instead of by Rasco.

Fourth Issue. Summer, 1874. Overprint
B. Values 1 centavo to 9 reales, as in the
First Issue. The 15, 20, 30, and 50 reales
were omitted. Printed by Remathed & Neun,
Caracas.

The 1 and 2 centavos, of which there are
no counterparts in the previous issue, are
usually a sulphur yellow, although a rich yel-
low is not uncommon in the 2 centavos. This
latter shade is the ordinary shade of the 3
centavos, when it is not an ochre yellow. The
4 centavos is more apt to be a golden yellow.
These four values show heavy and blurred
impressions. The 5 centavos is usually a
bright, light brown orange. As already
noted, the 5 centavos of the previous issue
varies from pale yellow to orange (sometimes
brown orange), and the printing is heavy in
most copies, giving. a blurred appearance.

On the contrary, the Fourth Issue stamps of
this value are usually much clearer and the
color more striking, and, of course, entirely
different from the yellow shades of the ear-
lier issue, although occasionally a brown
orange shade of that issue is like the brown
orange of this issue. (Fig. 12).

A stronger color difference appears in the
rose reales values. The 1 to 7 reales are a
bright rose, sometimes a deep rose, with an
occasional pinkish rose, very different from
the pale, dull shades of the Third Issue.

The 9 reales is yellow green or olive green,
in strong contrast to the bright green of the
previous issue. The difference in color will
serve to distinguish all values, the two 5
centavos values alone approaching each other
in shades. But the later issue of this value
is a clearer and finer printing, and the shades
of the earlier issue are generally paler, and
can also be distinguished by the types from
the 1872 stamps.

As the reader will have observed, only 7
values are common to both issues, since the
Third Issue had no 1 to 4 centavos stamps,
and the Fourth Issue none higher than the
9 reales.

(Fig. 12) 1874. Unused block of six of the 5 centavos, Fourth lIssue.
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(Fig. 13) 1874. Block of 8 of the 5 reales, Fourth Issue, showing transfer fods.

The exact date of issue of these stamps is
apparently unknown. Hall & Fulcher say
“issued probably about June, 1874.”(5) The
earliest dated copy known to the writer is
August 22, 1874. Other dates noted from
dated cancellations are September 24, '74;
October 27, ’74; October '74; June 12, ’75;
January 11, ’76; October 11, '76; and Febru-
ary 10; '77.

The types of the 1 to 4 centavos values
have not been identified, so far as known.
The color and the heavy impressions have evi-
dently frustrated the experts in this task. It
is extraordinary that the 5 centavos should
be so much better printed. There is no com-
parison between this stamp, with its clear,
fine and really beautiful appearance, and the
smudgy lower values. This difference sug-
gests that there may be some reason as yet
unknown to us—as, for instance, a different
craftsman or even, perhaps, a different print-
er—to account for the really startling dis-
tinction. It is claimed that there are 16 types
of this stamp. Hall and Fulcher refer to a
block of sixteen giving Type Numbers 1 to
8 for the top horizontal row and numbers g
to 16 for the bottom row. This block is now

in the writer’s collection. An unused strip of
six, numbers 3 to 8, and a block of six, also
in the writer’s collection, give support to their
work. The types are difficult to distinguish,
and there is no room to be dogmatic.

In the rose stamps, ten types have been
identified for the 1 real, nine each for the
2 and 3 reales, fourteen for the 35 reales, and
one for the 7 reales.

The lower row of a horizontal block of
eight of the 5 reales in the writer’s collection
shows transfer folds at the bottom of each
stamp. The types are Nos. 6, 3, 10, and I1.
In the type 6 stamp, the bottom frame line
jumps to a higher level below the “E” of
“REALES.” In the next stamp, the bottom
frame line invades the colored oval. In the
type 10 stamp, the right half of the bottom
frame line has gone, the oval is invaded with
white, and the lower ends of the “R” of
“REALES” shortened. Finally, the last
stamp in the row shows a weakened left half
of the frame line, which is partly broken in
the center.(®) (Fig. 13).

5. The London Philatelist, November, 1918, p. 267.
6. Other transfer folds are described by Hall &
Fulcher. See the London Philatelist, March, 1919,
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Ten types have been described for the g
reales. Type 9 sometimes shows a marked
white flaw on the right arm of the “A” of
“ESCUELAS” extending to the central oval.
Another flaw sometimes appears on the 9
reales, giving the appearance of a thin waving
beard extending from the chin almost to the
edge of the oval. In the copy in the writer’s
collection, there is also a small white flaw or
dot between the “L” and “E” of “REALES.”

The information as to the numbers printed
is scanty. Dull gives 25,000 for the 5 cen-
tavos, 50,000 for the 1 real, and 10,000 for
the 2 reales. There is room for further re-
search here.

(To be Continued)

LIEUTENANT GCENERAL C. W. WICKER-
SHAM is a lawyer, practicing in New York
City as a member of the law firm of Cad-
walader, Wickersham & Taft. As a Na-
tional Guard and Reserve officer, General
Wickersham served in both world wars and
on the Mexican Border, having started as a
private in Squadron A, New York Cavalry.
In World War II, he was the Commandant
of the School of Military Government of
the United States Army at Charlottesville,
Va. and later served abroad as a member

of General Eisenhower’s staff, and after-
wards as his Acting Deputy in command of
the United States Group of the Control
Council for Germany. He was in charge
of planning the military occupation of Ger-
many, among his other duties.

After the war, he was in charge of the
reorganization of the National Guard in the
Metropolitan Area of New York City, as a
Major General commanding the 42nd Infan-
try Division, and other units, and retired in
September, 1948 as a Lieutenant General.

General Wickersham has been a collector
and student of stamps for many years. He
has always been interested in philatelic his-
tory, particularly the identification of dif-
ferent settings and types of early stamps, and
the date of their issue and use. Besides hav-
ing collected generally, he has specialized in
the past in Confederate States, Newfound-
land, Peru, and some of the classics of other
countries.

At the present time, GGeneral Wickersham
has one of the largest collections of the early
issues of Venezuela in the world, which re-
ceived «a First Award at CIPEX in 1947.
This contains many unique items, and he is
now working on several of the Venezuela
issues to determine their types, setting, and
dates of issue and use.

France 30c Type Sage Stereo-
type and Electrotype Printings

The existence of stereotype plates as an ex-
periment, for early printings of the 30c Type
Sage, has long been on record. But no re-
port on the stamps from such plates or their
identification, has seen print.

The first 30c in Type Sage, issued in 1876
and with earliest known date of use June
11, 1876, is from the “Type 1” or remade
die, with N of INV under B of REPUB-
LIQUE.

In accumulating copies with date visible in
cancellation, the present author was seeking
primarily to discover the time sequence of
color varieties. This Type 1 30c varies from
almost a bistre-brown to a fairly deep
gray-brown.

However, copies showing 1876 dates and
one with a Feb. 24, 1877 date showed a
curiously “rough” appearance. Under the
low power Greenough microscope, the con-

trast between the 1876-dated copies and all
save the one later copy mentioned, is striking.
The 1876 copies show many breaks and ir-
regularities in the background lines, and fre-
quent short fillings-in of the spaces between
the lines. All the others lack these features.

There is clearly a difference between the
plates used for the early printings and those
used later. Those of us who are familiar
with stereotype work, as shown for instance
on the “Woodblocks” of the Cape of Good
Hope, recognize the features of the early
30c Type Sages as characteristic of stereo-
types. '

Thus we have definite evidence that the
30c stereo plates were regularly used for
stamp production.

The word “POSTE"” at top of stamp is a
convenient place for recognition of the 30c
stereo product. The outlines of the letters,
normally smooth, are roughly serrate in the
stereo product.

Stephen G. Rich
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UNITED STATES

Comment on the 10c stamps of
1870-1882, with profile
of Jefferson

By Erviort PErRrY
(All rights reserved)

(Continued from page 190)

POSITION DOTS

The commonest method of locating the po-
sition on an engraved (‘“intaglio”) plate into
which stamp designs are to be entered
(“rolled” or “rocked”), is by using “position
dots.” When each position (“subject”) on a
plate is entered one at a time from a transfer
roll having one design in relief on its circum-
ference (‘“single relief roll”), a dot is placed
on the plate as a guide to control the proper
location of each subject.

Often the position of each dot is plotted by
scratching very fine horizontal and vertical
lines on the plate and making a tinv dent with
a prick punch at their intersections. The
lines are spaced so as to allow for the height
and width of the stamp design plus the width
of the horizontal and vertical gutters between
the stamps. On some plates the dots seem to
have been located by drasving perpendiculars
from a base and spacing off the proper inter-
vals for the dots with calipers or with a scale.
On such plates traces of horizontal or verti-
cal guide lines may remain on the plate, but
not both, except perhaps on or adjacent to an
outside row.

These two very similar methods of pre-
paring (“laying out”) a plate for transferring
stamp designs to it may be considered basic.
Variations are known in which additional
dots or lines are used.

After the dots have been marked, the guide
lines which were used to locate their positions
are usually erased—more or less completely
—but as the dots are depressions in the sur-
face of the plate they take ink and print as do
any other engraved dots or lines of the de-
sign, or traces of guide lines.

Without going into all the technical details
it may be said that when the needle point

which is affixed to the side of the transfer roll
is opposite the middle of the relief design on
the roll, turning the roll to bring the needle
point nearest to the plate, and lowering the
roll until it makes contact with the plate, and
the needle point enters the dot or is exactly
over the dot, will cause the horizontal middle
of the relief to be entered on the plate in line
with the position dot.

On many stamps a position dot can be seen
halfway between the top and bottom and a
short distance inside the right or left edge of
the design. Some plates were entered so that
the dot comes at the right side but on stamps
which were issued in the 1870s the dot is
usually at the left, in the narrow colorless
band which encloses the portrait oval, or be-
tween the band and the edge of the design.
If it happens to come farther to the right it
will be lost in the background of the portrait
oval.

There is another reason why certain stamps
viz., those from the first (left hand) vertical
row of the left pane of a sheet do not have
a position dot. In some instances the same
reason also applies to the first vertical row
of the right pane. Altho when a stamp has
been printed a position dot which appears on
it may be considered as an added part of the
design of that particular stamp, yet no dot
which was used with the needl> point has any-
thing to do with the stamp on which it ap-
pears.

On stamp plates the subjects are commonly
entered in vertical rows successively from
one side of the plate to the other so that as
an observer looks at a stamp sheet the direc-
tion of entering the vertical rows is from left
to right. (On the plate itself the direction
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Figure 1A

A—Round dot in the colorless oval.

B—Outer line of oval passes through round dot.

C—-Outer line of oval passes through oval dot.

D—2Dot in the vertical shading between oval and the edge of the shield.

E—Large oval dot at left edge of the oval line.

F—Double dot at left edge of the oval line.

G—Multiple dot in the colorless oval.

H—Double dot in the colorless oval and single dot between the oval and edge of the shield.

J—Dot in the colorless oval, at edge of the colored background.
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is necessarily reversed because the stamp de-
sign is in reverse). Because of the position
of the needle point in relation to the relief
design on the roll that pointer cannot meet or
“engage” a position dot in the vertical row of
subjects which are being entered on the plate.
The pointer engages a dot in the adjoining
row of dots at left or right. Entry of each
subject in the first row is controlled by a
dot on the adjacent position in the next row
at right or left according to whether the ver-
tical rows are being entered from left to
right, or from right to left. Entry of sub-
jects in the second vertical row is controlled
by dots in the third row, and so on across
the plate. The dots which control the last
row are in the margin outside that row.

For example, in the top row stamp No. 1
has no dot because it is entered from the dot
on No. 2. Stamp No. 2 is entered from the
dot on No. 3, and if the dot on No. 2 posi-
tion was far enough inside the place where
the edge of No. 2 entry comes the dot will
disappear in the design of that entry. If the
plate layout is made perfectly, and each sub-
ject is entered exactly where it should be,
every dot will come in the same location on
the stamps, it will appear there if it can be
seen at all, or always will be hidden in the
same place. Hence by using extreme accu-
racy both in laying out the plate for the en-
tries, and in using the position dots, the side-
rographer may produce a plate on which
every position dot which comes within a stamp
design is covered up by the successive entries.

Actually dots may occur slightly higher or
‘lower and/or to left or right in relation to
parts of the design on which they appear, and
may vary in shape or size. Several attempts
to mark a dot in the correct place may result
in stamps showing double, triple, or expanded
dots, or similar tiny montrosities. All the
stamps which are printed from a plate posi-
tion on which such a characteristic dot or
cluster of dots was present will show that
characteristic unless it becomes unrecogniz-
able or disappears entirely from plate wear.

All this is “elementary, my dear Watson,”
yet it is of great importance in studying the
10c Jefferson stamps, and particularly in de-
termining which stamps came from which
plates. On some plates each position was so
located that the dot was (always?) lost when
that position was entered. On other plates
the dot can be seen in the colorless oval band,

or in the fine vertical shade lines between the
band and the edge of the design. The dots
may appear on as many as 95% of the posi-
tions if they are missing on only the first ver-
tical row of the left pane, or on as many as
90% of the positions if they are also missing
from the first vertical row of the right pane.
Characteristics which are peculiar to certain
of the 10c plates will be considered later.

Figure 7

Stamp without secret mark from an early
state of a National plate. The red cancellation
is ““SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL"” (Scott catalog
Type D).

NATIONAL PLATES

The design of the National Bank Note Co.
stamps of the series of 1870-71 measures
20x25 mm. On many stamps which were
measured the width from side to side varied
only slightly but, probably from uneven ver-
tical shrinkage of the paper, some stamps
measured about one-half millimeter taller or
shorter than 25 mm. On nine of the eleven
denominations the engraved oval containing
the portrait is usually (er very near to),
15 mm wide, occasionally being nearer to
15 mm, and rarely being a trifle larger than
15 mm.

Sometimes the gutter between the stamps
in each horizontal row is as much as 3 mm
wide. Commonly it is 274 mm wide, and the
distance from the right edge of a stamp to
the place where the position dot should come
on the adjacent stamp at the right is 5 mm.
The difference, that is, the distance from the
left edge of the stamp to the location of the
position dot on that stamp should be 2 mm
to 2745 mm.

On the 10c and 12c stamps the portrait
oval is wider, measuring 16 mm, and the
shortest distance from the left edge of the
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oval to the left edge of the stamp is 2 mm,
which includes the width of the colorless
band that surrounds the portrait oval.
Hence, on 10c and 12c stamps from plates
which were laid out as stated, the position
dot(s) will be more than 2 mm from the edge
of the stamps, and therefore are always hid-
den in the heavy background near the left
edge of the portrait oval.

A variation in the accuracy of the plate
layout, or in transferring a design to the
plate, will have the effect of moving the posi-
tion of a dot in relation to the stamp design.
If the apparent movement is only a fraction
of a millimeter toward the left the dot will
appear in the colorless band instead of being
concealed in the oval background. Because
the portrait oval is narrower, (and the frame
at the left of the colorless band is wider), on
denominations other than the 10c and 12¢,
position dots may occur on one or more plates
of the other denominations, but not neces-
sarily on all possible positions of any plate.

Dots have been found on 1c, 2c, 3¢, 6¢ and
30c stamps from National plates and are not
uncommon on those values. Perhaps the dot
on the 3o0c is best known because it was
thought to be “the Continental secret mark”
until the fact became known that sheets which
were printed from the National plate con-
tained some stamps with the dot and others
without the dot* The dot on the 30c may
come against the inner edge of the colorless
oval band and appear to be an extension of

Figure 8

Hard paper stamp with normal secret mark,
from a Continental plate (23 or 25), after the
plate began to show evidence of wear. The
blue cancellation appears to be “T" and “‘S”
entwined as a monogram.

* See PAT Paracrarnus #52, page 1725.

a heavy line of the background. On most of
the 24c stamps the dot was concealed and per-
haps less than ten subjects on the plate show
it.

The 7c¢ plate was made later and the lay-
out was slightly different. The position dot
is placed so as to come at the left of the oval
band and only one millimeter inside the left
edge of the design. Often it may be detected
in the vertical lines of the frame, opposite
Stanton’s chin.

Figure 9

Stamp on hard paper, with normal secret mark
and showing evidence of a double transfer, from
Continental plate 23 or 25 (after re-entry?).
Cancelled in blue with a “REGISTERED” mark-
ing of a branch of the New York post office.

CONTINENTAL PLATES

On some (or all?) of the earlier Continen-
tal Bank Note Co. plates the spacing of the
stamp designs and of the position dots which
controlled the position of the “subjects” was
similar to the spacing on the National plates.
The position dot does not show on stamps
from the first pair of Continental 10c plates
(Nos. 23 and 25), because it is hidden in the
background of the portrait oval, close to the
right edge of the colorless band which sur-
rounds the oval.

On some (or all?) later Continental plates
the position dot comes in the frame of the
design, 1% to 134 inward from the left edge.
On the 10c stamps it is opposite the tip of
Jefferson’s nose. On stamps from the second
or last pair of Continental plates (Nos. 302
and 303), the line which defines the outer edge
of the colorless band passes through the dot,
or the dot is slightly to the right in the band
itself, or is in the vertical shading to the left
of the band.
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Figure 10
Hard paper stamp with normal secret mark.

from a Continental plate (23 or 25), so badly
worn that many lines have disappeared. The
black cancellation is a reversed ‘4"’ within a
heavy circle.

Figure 11 .
Hard paper stamp from such an early state of

Continental plate 302 or 303 that an extremely
fine scratch or line shows in the upper part.
In the illustration this line is greatly exagge-
rated.

Figure 12
Hard paper stamp with normal secret mark,
from a Continental plate (302 or 303), which
shows little evidence of wear. The cancellation
is a black New York postmark of September
1878.

Figure 13

“Black brown’’ stamp, with normal secret mark,
on soft paper. This printing comes from Con-
tinental plate 302 and/or 303 in 1878 or
1879. The impression is clear and full as from
an unworn plate, and antedates the hair-line
and missing secret marks which occur after
re-entry of the plate(s).

Figure 14
Stamp with normal secret mark, on soft paper,
from re-entered Continental plate 302 (or
303). The striking cancellation is in black.

Figure 15
Soft paper stamp with very faint hairline secret
mark, from an unworn state of a re-entered

Continental plate (302 or 303). The bold

target cancellation is in deep violet.
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Figure 16

Stamp with normal secret mark, on soft paper,
from a re-entered plate (302 or 303). The
French type cancellation in black is a pattern
of dots surrounding the letters “G P E”
(GUADALOUPE). Another example on the
10c has been seen.

AMERICAN PLATES

. On the pair of 10c plates which were made
by the American Bank Note Co., (Nos. 377
and 378), the position dot comes 2 mm, or
slightly more, inside the left edge of the
stamp design and therefore is usually hidden
in the background of the portrait oval. On
a few copies it has been seen in the colorless
band, usually appearing as an extension of a
heavy line of the background.

SUMMARY

With regard to those position dots which
were used to control the entries on the 10c
plates, the comment above may be summa-
rized as follows:

National plates; no dots visible;

Continental plates 23, 25; no dots visible;

Continental plates 302, 303; a dot appears
either on the line which defines the left edge
of the colorless oval band, or slightly to the
left or right of that line;

American plates 377, 378; usually no dot
appears. On a few positions a dot shows in
the colorless band at the left edge of the por-
trait oval;

No such control dot appears on any stamp
from the first vertical row at the left on any
sheet from any plate.

The data which was available when the
study began indicated that National plates 18
and 19 and Continental plates 23 and 25 were
worn out and had been discarded long before
1878 when the soft paper came into use.
Therefore the “disappearing secret marks”
did not come from any of those plates. Prior
to the “re-engraved” type, the only other 10c
plates were the second pair of National
plates, (Nos. 48 and 49, no position dots), the
second pair of Continental plates, (Nos. 302
and 303, many position dots), and the one
pair of American plates, (Nos. 377 and 378,
occasional position dots).

Investigating the non-appearance of posi-
tion dots in rows other than the first vertical
row, or the presence and exact location of
dots in other rows, may be an example of
“fly-speck philately” at its worst, yet, when
the 10c stamps were sorted according to such
differences, variations of the brown color
often were found to fit substantially well into
similar groupings.

Other classifications by various character-
istics were made. To verify an indication
that plates 302 and/or 303 were re-entered
in 1880, stamps which showed evidence of re-
entry were placed in a separate group. An-
other group contained hair-line secret marks,
and another had stamps on which no trace of
a secret mark could be seen. Allowance was
made for “overlaps,” that is, stamps which
showed characteristics of more than one
group, but even so, again a connection ap-
peared between the several groupings and
variations of the brown color.

This was real progress, for altho it did not
prove that National plates 48 and/or 49 were
not used by the American Bank Note Co., for
soft paper stamps, or which stamps came
from either of the American plates, or which
plates the hair-line or missing secret marks
came from, it did narrow down the possibili-
ties and gave at least one clue to determining
a method of making further progress.

On Figure 5 and Figure 6 a position dot
can be seen at the outer edge of the line
which defines the colorless oval.

(To be Continued)
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RECORD OF RE-ENTRIES

By Major G. A. E. CHAPMAN D. S. 0.

HILE no claim of urgent need can

be made in presenting a new ar-

rangement for the study and rec-
ord of the Re-entries, as was the case in re-
numbering the Flaws, (“The Stamp Special-
ist” December, 1948) yet the task has been
undertaken in firm belief that the changes
made from the older system are advantage-
ous, notably the revision of the descriptive
matter, and that in illustrating the Re-entry
features one chart replaces several loose
sheets. In addition opportunity has been
taken to record Re-entries discovered since
Senator Calder’s list was compiled and to in-
corporate the following innovations.

Descriptive matter is given in unabbreviated form.

Details peculiar to certain Re-entries only, are dis-
tinguished with an “x.”

Flaws that may be carried are described as well as
plotted upon the chart.

The Revised flaw numbers are given.

The C dots are described.

The various States relative to the presence of
flaws in which re-entered stamps have been
found are listed.

The earliest and latest dated copies noted by the
writer.

It is to be clearly understood that this new
arrangement is advocated solely as far as Ex-
amination and Description as means to Identi-
fication and Record are concerned and that
any additional data and innovations should be
taken in conjunction with the wealth of in-

formation contained in “Some phases of the
Canada 1859 Issue” by The Hon. J. A.
Calder. Additional instances of Re-entering
that show a doubling of one or more of the
frame lines only and with very slight, or no
evidence of any detail within the inner frame
have been ignored.

1. The Study of Re-entries is considered un-
der 2 headings,
A. Description, as a means to identifica-
tion.
B. Numbering, for purposes of reference.

II. Before proceeding further, however, it is
thought advisable to forestall possible uncer-
tainty as to any names and terms used herein
and in course of description by appending a
Glossary of those words of which there may
be doubt.

Glossary
Ball The circular terminal portion of the
figures 5.
Brackets 2 upright curved lines in the Crown-
V. R. Area, one on each side of the
Crown.
Cross On top of Crown.

Curved Line That separating the ovals of the let-

tering Areas.

Flag Top portion of the figures 5.

Frame Frame line, outer and inner.

Margin Area outside the frames.

Ovals White curved bands, inner and outer,
being the outer part of the lettering
Area.
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Path of Search See Para. V.

Pearls Border of Crown.

Rosette 2 four-leaved ornaments set in the
Solid, one at each end of FIVE
CENTS.

Serif Turned up or down additions to the

:xtremities of letters.

Shamrock East emblem (with Thistle and Rose)
at bottom of Crown-V. R. Area.

Shank Vertical portion of figures 5.

Solid The opaque background to the letter-

ing.

In the Area sense, the four corner por-
tions of the Stamp outside the Ovals.
In actuality, the background to the
figures 5 inside the inner frame line.

Spandrel

A

II1. Description is dependent upon Examina-
tion consequently the procedure adopted of
examining the 5c Beaver should be under-
stood but before explanation of this is con-
sidered due attention should be given to the
manner in which the face of the stamp has
been divided into named parts to facilitate
examination (and description).

Illustration shaded to show the four Areas.

Partition of the Design

Lettering embracing sub-areas CANADA, POSTAGE, CENTS, FIVE, Ovals

each representing respectively the NW NE SE SW portions of the Spandrel Area.

(See fold-in plate for illustration “‘exploded’ to indicate the ‘“‘Quarters.”’)

Crown Area is scrutinized first, then search

1V.
The over-all design of the stamp is divided in two different ways:—
A. Into Areas:—Crown-V. R. embracing sub-areas —
Spandrels embracing sub-areas Margins, Frames, Fives, Spandrel
Beaver (Central) —
B. Into “Quarters”
Procedure of Examination
V.

In order to effect a uniform description of
each “Re-entry,” the face of each stamp is
examined in the same manner viz.: The

is continued from the middle of the West
margin Northwards and clockwise round the
stamp through the 4 Spandrels, thence
through the lettering Areas (Canada, Post-
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age, Cents, Five, including their adjacent Instances are likely to re-occur where the
Ovals and the 2 Rosettes) and ﬁnany into Classification numbers of a new Re-entry will
the B (C 1) A F h k be found to match those of two or more Re-
£ DLAVEL entra fea: or the sake entries already listed. In such case the
of Subsequent reference it is proposed that listed Re-entry to be followed in numerical
this be known as the “Path of Search.” sequence will be the one that has its earliest
feature (not being the same one) closest to
3 e 55 a that of the new Re-entry on the starting
Numbering of ‘“New’’ Re-entries point side.
.07 1)
1 ! The Chart
Since the numbers allotted to Re-entries
Senator Calder (London VIL

by Philatelist,
March-May 1939) fortunately can be re-
tained the matter of numbering remains for
consideration only in relation to Re-entries
subsequently noted for record (past or
future).

The method whereby the Re-entries already
listed have been marshalled into numerical se-
quence is to be followed in deciding where
the new Re-entries should be fitted in. It
may be as well therefore to recapitulate the
schedule of Area numbers.

1. The Crown-V. R. Area N. W. Quarter ___ __ 1.A
N. E. Quarter _ 1.8
South half . o & o
3. The lettering Areas CANADA B A
POSTAGE 3B
CENTS e G
153 6, o WL R N
2. Spandrel Areas NW Quarter ____
NE Quarter
SE Quarter

SW  Quarter

4. The Beaver Area.

1. To classify. Note the first three Re-entry features
along the ‘““Path of Search™ of the stamp
under examination and record them in terms
of numbers as per the foregoing schedule.
For example:—A feature found in, say, the
Lettering Area, is at once labelled 3 and
since it occurs in, say, the ‘“Cents” quarter, it
becomes 3.C; and so in like manner with
the other 2 selected features.

2. To number. The now completely classified Re-
entry is fitted into its position among the
classification numbers listed in Column 2 of
the Classification Table.  Example :—As-
sume that the first three features on conver-
sion to numbers become 2.C., 3.A., 3.D. then
by comparing them with those in Column
2 it will be recognized that they fit in be-
tween: 2.C.,; A, 30 and-2.C.; 3B, 3.6
which it will be noted are Re-entries 52 and
53.

The “new” Re-entry consequently becomes
52%
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For use in conjunction with the descriptive
column of the Classification Table and to
replace the several loose sheets of illustra-
tions hitherto used, a “Chart” is provided
consisting of 4 panels (enlargements of the
sc stamp) upon which may be seen at a
glance examples of all the chief Re-entry
features (except those of The Major Re-
entry which is recognisable immediately) and
such flaws as may be carried upon re-entered
stamps on record to date. Each feature is
numbered to indicate the Re-entry of which
it is a part, and where a feature is connected
to more than one number that feature is
common to the other Re-entries as numbered.

The Beaver Area, hitherto unproductive
of any important Re-entry feature, has been
omitted in favour of presenting “Cut-outs”
of the Crown-V. R. Area upon which to con-
veniently plot the Re-entering that occurs
therein. '

Except in a few exceptional cases no at-
tempt has been made to reproduce features
faithfully for not only is it impossible to de-
pict in limited space the varying states in
which a feature may be found owing to wear,
etc. but in order that all the chief features
of each Re-entry may be included upon the
Chart those of very similar appearance—
notably the doubling of the ’ss—are repre-
sented by one reproduction.

Classification Table
VIII.

This Table has been reconstructed (see ex-
ample below) and is applicable to all recorded
Re-entries. Column 4 of - Senator Calder’s
Table has been dropped, Columns 6 and 7
have been revised and merged into one and a
column for the C dot has been added.
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Classification Table

Number Class. No. Description Flaw Perf. C. dot Notes
38 ITA, TIIA, ITIB|N. W. Spandrel, frames doubled W. of.| 118 X R E. Margin
C(AN), doubling of solid over. 12

(PO)ST, Splash below E. side of.
Fi118. F(I)VE, 3 dashes in.

The following are the Columns in order
of arrangement.

1. Re-entry Number.
2. Classification Numbers.

3. Description (formerly ‘‘Re-entry details”). In en-
deavour to render Description as concise as pos-
sible, the eye is first dirccted to the portion of the
stamp that carries or is near the Re-entry feature
to be indicated, and where letters are concerned
the key one is placed in brackets. For example,
“Doubling over AG or TAGE" would appear
as “T(AG)E, doubling over.”

In further cause of simplicity and brevity the
descriptive text contains such references as
“Flag,” “Ball,” and ““Cross”—it being considered
superfluous to add ‘“‘of 5" or ‘“of Crown.”
Anatomical terms such as Arm, heel, neck,
shoulder, toe, etc. are employed as short cuts to
point to Letter parts.

Where a feature, although possibly of compara-
tive unimportance, is peculiar to any one stamp
only, its description is preceded by an “x.”
Details as to Flaws that the stamp may carry
are included, as if present they will conclusively
clinch identification.

4. Flaws. The number (Revised) of the flaw or
flaws that may be carried by the said Re-entered
stamp.

5. Perfs. For the sake of space and brevity the three
Perforation states are indicated:—1134 x 1134
by 11, 1134 x 12 by X, and 12 x 12 by 12,

6. C. dot. The C dot has proved such an important
aid to identification that endeavour has been made
here, through the medium of a Key, to describe
its location and peculiarities, if any. While in a
few instances the dot can be described accurately
by this method, yet in the majority of cases
description can be only approximate. However,
even if description is only approximate, concrete
information as to whether the C dot is present
or is not present is of value, and furthermore,
detailed data cannot but be of additional help, if
only in negative fashion,

Illustrating The ““C”’ Dot

The most usual position of the C dot, and
consequently considered Normal would ap-
pear to be at the intersection of two imagi-
nary lines:

(1) One vertical, being halfway between the
centre of the body of C and its E edge.

(2) the other horizontal, being midway between
the top of the tail of C and a point in the
gap half way between the tail and head
of C.

The meaning of the letters of the Key
below is in relation to or based upon com-
parison with the above described Normal
position.

- — No C dot is apparent

C — C dot is reported to be present

D — Dot is doubled

E — Dot touches E edge of body of C

H — High

HH — Very high

N — Normal, as shown above
L — Low

LL — Very low
R — Right, not touching E edge

S — Strong

W — Left (West)
w — weak

2 — 2 dots

3 — 3 dots

? — unobserved

Examples:—EHH—Much higher than normal and touching East Edge.

RL & - = Lower to the right of normal. Also found without C dot.
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Agenda

The Classification Table is followed by an
Agenda containing data regarding:—

State. Re-entered stamps known to carry one or
more Flaws may be found in varying
States in as far as the presence of the
flaws is concerned. In one ‘‘State” no
flaws may be present, in others any one or
more may be absent dependent upon the
date of birth and life span of each flaw.
For example a Re-entered stamp known to
possibly carry 2 flaws, Y and Z, might
exist in 4 States, i.e., (1) With no flaws,
(2) with Y only, (3) with Z only, (4)
with Y and Z. Furthermore, the fact that
a few stamps are known both with and
without a C dot in itself creates 2 ad-
ditional States (unless the case is such that
a flaw occurs only when the C dot is pres-
ent and not when it is absent—and vice
versa.)

Dates. Earliest and latest dated copies noted by
the writer.

Identification

The easiest and most rapid method of
identifying Re-entries has been found by the
writer to be in recognising upon the Chart
(noting their numbers thereon) any salient
features the stamp may carry. Should such
features be labelled with similar numbers

progress towards identification is surely in-
dicated and may possibly be satisfactorily
confirmed by comparison with details under
the said number in the Classification Table.
Should it happen that a salient feature when
recognized upon the Chart is found to be
noted as being peculiar only to a certain Re-
entry or perhaps to be labelled as a listed
Flaw then Identification may be considered
to be established. However all details in
the Classification Table relating to that Re-
entry should be checked in order to render
corroboration as complete as possible.

In the event of the above procedure proving
abortive recourse will have to be made to the
Classification process as outlined in para. VI.
If the resulting group of numbers tallies with
one (there being only one) in Column 2 of
the Table it is possible that the two Re-en-
tries are similar. However since Classifica-
tion is based upon areas of the stamp two
totally different Re-entry features may pro-
duce the same Classification number on ac-
count of being in the same sub-area, a fact
that results in the grouping of different Re-
entries under one Classification number. Con-
sequently study and comparison of each
Reentry of the group to which the new
Reentry has been found to belong may be
necessary in order to effect identification.

CANADA 5c¢ 1859

RE-ENTRIES
No. Class. No. Description Flaw | Perf. | C.dot Notes No.
1 1.A-1.B-1.C | The Major Re-entry. Re-entering, strongest 12 LW |From the last 1
on the W. side, appears in nearly all parts plate.
of the design. Next stamp S.
carries Re-
entry 25
2 1.A-1.B-1.C | Crown, doubling of inner frame & covered line 59 X — [Pos. 93 or 98, 2
over both halves of. next stamp E.
x (V)-R., 2 dots in centre of E. arm and| 359 2 having full S.
doubling of W. arm of. Imprint

S.W. Pearls doubled.

(POST)AGE, doubling in.
(CE)NTS, a mass of dots in.
FI(VE), doubling under.

between and one outside.

W. bracket, doubling of S. half of.
x CAN(ADA), doubling in, and below DAT

F.59 W. frames, 2 dots level with AD, one

F.59" Beaver, dot just above hill over eye of.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 4 263



CANADA 5C

18509

Class. No.

Description

Flaw | Perf. | C. dot Notes No.

1.A-1.B-1.C

Cross is doubled.
‘W. bracket, doubling on E. side of.
N.E. pearls are doubled.
E. bracket, doubled inside.
x V.-R., dot in base of V and doubling of R.
N.W. 3, clear doubling on back of.
CANA (DA), doubling in and dot in toe of D.
x POSTAGE, doubling in base of and above
0.S. & of curved line over.
F. 177 PO(S)T, splash inside Beaver area
below centre of (lower than F4q?).

177 12

1.A-1.B-1.C

Cross is doubled.

W. bracket, a dash level with N. point of
Solid through.

x E. bracket, doubled W. and with splashes in-

side.

V.-(R), doubled inside.

W. inner frame, doubling N.

E. inner frame, doubling S.

CANA (DA), doubling over and under.

W. rosette, 2 dots at base of S.W. leaf of.

W. rosette, splash in oval E. of N.E. leaf of.
(unlisted flaw)

F. 134 POS(T), splash in outer oval over
N. arm of.

1.A-1.B-1.C

W. bracket, splash near S. end of solid inside.
E. bracket, splash opposite toe of P. inside.
{(V)-R. doubling inside E. serif of.
|x S.E. 5, peculiar doubling cuts inner frame E.
x S.E. 5 and S.W. 5, dot at bottom centre of
flag of each.
x S.W. 5, v. pronounced spur at centre of back
of.
C(AN)ADA, doubling above.
x (P)OSTAGE, 2 splashes in inner oval N.W.
of.
C(E)NTS, dot high W. in body of.
F50 S. W. 5, splash in spandrel E. of top
of body of.

PL. 2 pos. 9 5
Fs50 occurs on
stamp  having
C dot

1.A-1.B-1.C

W. bracket, splash near S. end of Solid inside.

E. bracket, N. point of Solid extends to.

V.-(R)., 2 dots in top of 1 in center of
stem of.

S.E. 5, doubled.

S.W. flag, dot at low center of.

E. rosette, dots in N.W. and N.E. leaves of.

CENT (S), splash high on edge of belly of.

W. rosette, splash at tip of S.W. leaf of.

Pos. 2 or 61 6
as stamp be-
low has full
W. Imprint

1.A-1.B-1.C

V.-(R)., three dots
doubled E & W of.

N.W. 5, doubling of shoulder of.

N.E. flag, line in base of.

Cross, dot N.W. of is likely a flaw as the

stamp is not of the N. margin.

POST, doubling of solid x of curved line

over.

in cross, inner frame

1.A-1.B-2.A

W. bracket, splash near N. point of Solid in-
side and one touching §. point.
S.E. pearl, dash from S. end of E. bracket to.
Shamrock doubled S.W. of V.(R).
x CA(NA)DA, vertical stroke through outer
oval and into N.W. spandrel W. of.
CANA(DA), a dot low in each and a dash
under W. toe of A.
x C(E)NTS, 3 dots vertically in stem of.
F. 174 W. rosette, splash on N. side of oval
N. of (farther S. than F. 120).

174 x H |Distinguishing 8
12 details of each
of the three
types of this
stamp are giv-
en in the
Table below.
F174 occurs on
stamp without
C dot.
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Perforation
C dot

Type I
1134x12&12x12
Absent

Shamrock, doubling of. Present
Short transfer, below N.E. 3 Present

Flaw 174

For rapid recognition {

Present

Presence of F. 174

Type II
12 X X2
Present

Possibly faint sign.

Present
Absent

Type I1I
12 X 12
Present
Absent
Absent
Absent

Type I

Absence of short transfer

Presence of C dot & Short Transfer _Type II

Type III

No.

Class. No.

Description

Flaw

Perf.

C.dot

Notes

1.A-1.B-2.B

W. bracket, a thin dash through top of.

W. bracket, a splash below S. point of Solid
inside.

Crown, doubling of E. pearl of.

N.W. ball, dot in top of.

N.E. 5, doubling of flag and of body of.

S.E. 5, doubled.

(C)ANADA, dot low in body of.

CA(N)ADA, doubling of outer curved line
atove N. of.

CENTS, doubling throughout top of.

~

“

1.A-1.B-2.B

W. bracket, splash near N. point of Solid in-
side.

Cross, doubling of cross bar of.

N.E. 5, dot high inside against West curve of
body of.

S.E. 5, doubled S.

CAN(ADA), a dot high in A and a line
down W. leg of 2nd A.

POSTAGE, doubling in O and a splash in
S. curve of S.

E. rosette, dot at base of S.E. leaf of.

F. 181 Beaver, dot just E. of tail of.

181* CEN(T)S, dot in outer oval below E.
toe ‘of.

~

181
81"

PL. 1 pos. 58

10

I

1.A-1.B-3.B

W. bracket, doubling on E. of N. half of.
Crown, N.E. pearls doubled.
(P)OSTAGE, doubling in stem of.

Guide Dots at N. corners.

F. 9 Sun, a thickening of the tree below.

LR

PL. 1 pos. 10

II

1.A-1.C-2.A

W. bracket, fine dash from N. W. pearl
through top of.
(V.)-R., doubling of inner side of W. arm of.
N.W. 5, doubled S.
x N.W. 5, dot in right centre of body of and
two at bottom of shank of.
N.E. 35, doubled S.
S.E. 5, doubling crosses S. inner frame below
E. side of.
CA(N)AD(A), dots in N and A and one
telow E. foot of A.
POSTAGE, doubling under.
POSTAGE, dot low right in O and one in
W. toe of T.

i

S. margin

13

1.A-1.C-2.A

x Crown, horizontal dashes from N. W, and S.

pearls.

W. bracket, tiny splash inside S. half of.

V.-(R)., doubled E. and 2 dots in stem of.

N.W.5, dot high in centre of body of, & on¢
lower.

N.W. 3, heavy doubling on back of.

N.E. 5, dot at high centre and 2 small ones
lower. (v. like 15)

S.E. 35, doubling in.

141

12

PL. 2 pos. 88

13
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No. Class. No. Description Flazw | Perf. | C.dot Notes No.

13 FI(VE) C(E)NTS, doubling in. 13
F. 141 S.E. 5, curved scratch in margin E.
of bottom of.

14 1.A-2.C-2.B | W. bracket, splash opposite toe of A. against 69 x — |PL. 2 pos. 7 14
Solid inside. 69" 12

V.-(R)., vertical dash through cross-bar of.

N.W. flag, dot inside on low edge of.

N.E. flag, line low in E. end of.

(P)OSTAGE, small splash in inner oval
N.W. of nose of.
(not triangular as in 19)

(P)OSTAGE, doubling of outer curved line
over.

E. rosette, splash at base of N.E. leaf of.

(FI) VE (CE)NTS, dots in.

W. rosette, splash on E. side of N.W. leaf of.

F. 69 Sun, splashes as eyebrows to.

F.69"V.-(R). Cloudy area just below.

15 1.A-1.C-2.B | Crown, dash from 3rd pearl (low) on W. of. 12 — 15

V.-(R). doubled.

N.E. 5, dot at high centre and scratch low in
body of. (V. like 13).

CAN(AD)A, dot low in A and a dash low
in D.

(P)OSTAGE, Splash in inner oval over cen-
tre of stem of.

(P)OSTAGE, doubling of outer curved line
over.

(P)OSTAGE, doubling of curved line over
08,

(P)OSTAGE, dots etc. in OS.

C(E)NTS, doubling over.

W. rosette, splash at junction of E. leaves of.

o o

~“

16 1.A-1.C-2.C |x W. bracket, splashes opposite top and bottom II HE |PL. 1 pos. 42| 16
of Solid inside. x
V.-(R)., 3 dots in. 12

S.E. 5, doubled solid.
C(E)NTS, splash high against W. edge in.
E. rosette, splash across tip of N.W. leaf of.

17 1.A-2.A-2.D | W. bracket, N. half doubled inside. 152 {5 | S |PL. 1 pos. 16| 17

N.W. corner, both frames doubled N. and W. x

S.W. 5, doubling of body v. definite.

S.W. 5, comet-like dot high W. inside body of.

(C)ENTS, line in top of.

(FIV)E, doubling in.

F. 152 (F)IVE splash in outer oval below
toe of.

18 1.B-1.C-2.A | E. bracket, splash level with toe of P inside. 12 — |PL. 2 pos. 80| 18

V.-R. doubled.

N.W. 3, dot in flag just above shank of.

N.E. ball, dot low in.

S.E. 5, clear doubling of body of.

S.W. 5, dot v. high in body and one lower
left.

S.W. 5, a small spur on centre of back of.

POS(T)AGE, a splash low right in.

C(E)NTS, a dot in S. and centre serifs of.

FIV(E), srlashes in both centre and S.

b

“

serifs of.
FIVE CENTS, doubling below.
19 1.B-1.C-3.A | E. bracket, splash level with toe of P inside. Ir —_ 19
(V.)-R, dot at top of right arm of. X
CANAD(A), doubling of Solid and in outer 12

oval above.
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No.

Class. No.

Description

Flaw

Perf.

C. dot

Notes

19

x (P)OSTAGE, triangular splash in inner oval
over point of Solid (farther W. than in
)

(P)OSTAGE, doubling over OS.

(P)OSTAGE, splashes low in O. T. and A.

CENT(S), horizontal scratch in centre of.

W. rosette, splash at base of N. W. leaf of.

20

1.B-1.C-3.A

E. bracket, doubling S. inside and outside.
V.-R., btoth doubled.

x CAN(ADA), line in base of.

FIVE CENTS, splashes in.

S. margin

20

21

1.B-2.A-2.B

E. bracket, 2 splashes high inside & one low
outside.

E. bracket, N. point of Solid extends to.
N.W. flag, dot in N.W. corner of.
POST (AGE), 3 spaced dots under.

x N.E. 35, dash across shank of.

x CENT(S), triangular splash on belly of.
C(EN)TS, dashes in.
FIV(E), splash high in stem of.
W. rosette, irregular splash in E. leaves of.
F. 42 S.E. Ball heavy dash across bottom of.

PL. 1 pos. 40
Next stamp
N. is R38*

21

22

1.B-2.A-3.A

E. bracket, splash opposite toe of P. inside.
N.W. flag, inner frame doubled W. of.
(CAN)ADA, solid doubled over and
in base of A.
x POS(T)AGE, splash in outer oval over stem
of.
W. rosette, 2 dots at base of S.W. leaf of.

line

v. similar to
No. 4, possibly
the same
stamp.

22

23

1.B-2.C-2.D

Crown, marginal dot N.E. of. (a flaw?)

S.E. 5, doubled S.

S.W. 5, doubling of body and flag of.

S.W. 5, splash at tep of body in.

W. rosette, dot at base of S.E. leaf of.

F. 55 (F)IVE, faint scratch running S.W.
from.

F. 55" Sun, long scratch from POST (A)GE
below.

55
55"

HR

« 23

24

1.B-2.C-3.C

E. bracket, dash cuts N. half of.
x S.E. ball, doubling cuts inner frame below.
S.E. 5, a curved scratch high in body of and a
dot in ball of.
CENT(S), 3 dots one high and 2 low in
belly of.
x FIV(E), splash in centre of stem of.
W. rosette, splash in S.E. leaf of.

II

12

PL. 1 pos. 15§

24

25

1.B-2.D-3.A

E. bracket, splashes opposite top of P & one
opposite toe of P inside. .
x FIVE, diverging line from outer frame below.
CANA(D)A, vertical dash at bottom of
stem of.
(CEN)TS, dot in top of C, in centre of E
and at top and bottom of N.
F(I)V(E), an oblique dash low in 1 and 3
tiny scratches in E.

Stamp immedi-
ately N. car-
ries The Ma-
jor Re-entry.

25

26

(Dropped, being considered a weak 21)

26

27

1.C-2.B-2.C

x (V).-R, doubling down centre of W. arm of.
N.E. 5, dot high in body of.
x (C)ENT(S), doubling in C and 3 vertical
dots in belly of S.
FI(VE), doubling in.

Position 92 or
97 the next
stamp E. hav-
ing full S.
Imprint.

27

28

2.A-2.B-2.C

N.W. 5, doubling of back of.
x N.E. 5, dot in body leading to ball of.

x S.E. 5, dot low and high in body of.

12

South margin

28
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No. Class. No. Description Flaw | Perf. |C. dot No.
28 S.W. 5, 2 dots in shank of. 28
C(AN)ADA, doubling in N. foot of A and
in diagonal of N.
CENTS, dots in all letters.
FIV(E), dot high E. in stem of.
29 2.A-2.B-2.C| CANA(D)A, dot between N. frames above. 4 12 — |PL. 2 pos. 98| 29
N.E. 5, inner frame doubled above. 4 May carry S.
S.E. 5, doubling of body and flag of. [mprint.
x C(EN)TS, marginal dot below. (Type 2)
F. 4 “The N.E. Void” cutting frames above
N:E. &.
F. 4* PO(S)TAGE, splash in Beaver Area
touching line below W. side of.
30 2.A-2.C-2.D| N.W. 3, doubling of back of. 178 X N 30
N.W. 5, N inner frame doubled along length 12
of spandrel.
S.E. 5, doubling inside body of.
S.W. ball small curved dash in.
C(E)NTS, doubling in.
(F)IVE, doubling in serifs of.
F. 178 Sun, 2 splashes outside over E.eye of.
31 2.A-2.C-3.A| N.W. 5, inner frame doubled over. % WH 31
N W. 5, doubling of body and flag of. 2
S.E. 5, doubling of inside of body of.
(CAN)ADA, doubling of curved line over.
FIVE CENTS, doubling throughout.
‘W. rosette, dot at tip of S. E. leaf of.
32 2.A-2.C-3.C| S.E. 5, doubled solid outside. 18 e 32
S.E. 5, both frames doubled E. of. 12
CEN(TS), 2 splashes in outer oval below.
33 2.A-2.D N.W. 35, doubling of flag inside and of back x W. 33
of.
N.W. 5, inner frame doubled W. of.
S.W. 5, inner frame doubled W. of.
(CA)N(AD)A, curved line is doubled over
outer frame is v. weak at both W. corners.
34 2.A-2.D-2.D| N.W. 5, inner frame doubled W. of. 12 LR 34
S.W. 5, flag and body doubled and dot high
W. in.
FI(V)E, doubling in.
W. rosette, splash at base of S.E. leaf of.
35 2.A-3.A N.W. Spandrel, outer frame doubled W. of. 181 H |East margin 35
(CANA)DA, curved line and solid doubled x
over. 12
x C(A)NADA, scratch in oval below S. foot
of.
36 2.A-3.A N.W. Spandrel, frames doubled W. of. 12 LRw 36
(CA)NADA, curved line doubled above.
S.E. 5, outer frame E. of, may be retouched.
37 2.A-3.A CA(N)ADA, inner frame doubled W. of. x LL [PL. 1 pos. 9 37
CA(N)ADA, Solid and curved line doubled ) ¢
over.
Guide dots at both N. corners.
F. 164 N.W. flag, dot on S. edge near tip of.
38 2.A-3.A-3.B| C(ANAD)A, inner frame doubled W. of. 118 X H |East margin 38
(CAN)ADA, curved line doubled over. 12
x P(O)STAGE, dot below E. centre of.
C(E)NTS, 2 dots at centre of stem of. May
be a dot S.E. of S.
F. 118, F(I) VE, 3 dashes in.
38" 2.A-3.A-3.B| W. frames, N. half of both doubled. x HR |PL. 1 pos. 30| 38
CANA(D)A, faint dot at low centre of 12 Next stamp S.
stem of. carries Re-
x P(O)ST, dot at high centre of E. half of. entry 21.
39 2.A-3.B N.W. Spandrel, inner frame doubled W. of. 12 39
POST (AGE), curved line doubled over.
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1859

Class. No.

Description

Flaw

Perf.

C.dot

No.

2.B-2.C

N.E. flag, line in base of.

S.E. 5, doubling of base of.

F. 89 CENT(S), a double dot in outer oval
below.

89

12

LLR

40

2.B-2.C-2.D

N.E. 5, inner frame doubled over.
x S.E. and S.W. 5’s doubling of flags
bodies of.
S.E. and S.W. 35’s dot high inside on W. edge
of each.
POST (AGE), curved line doubled above.
(FIV)E, doubling in.

and

12

May carry S.
Imprint.
(Type 4)

|

41

42

2.B-2.C-2.D

N.E. 5, outer frame doubled above.

S.E. 5, solid doubling of body of and both
frames E. of.

S.W. 5, outer frame doubled W. and S. of.

12

42

43

2.B-2.C-2.D

x E. frames doubled throughout.
S.E. 5, doubling of body of.
S.W. 5, outer frame doubled S. of.
PO(STAGE), curved line doubled over.

12

Pos. 31 or 81.
the next stamp
N. being re-
ported as hav-
ing full W.
imprint. No.
W. margin
guide dots!

43

44

2.B-2.C-2.D

N.E. 5, doubling of frames E. of
S.E. 5, doubling inside shoulder of.
S.E. 5, both frames doubled below.
S.W. flag, doubling of outer frame W. of.

44

2.B-2.C-2.D

N.E. flag, horizontal line in centre of W. end
of.
S.E. 35, faint splash in spandrel over body of.
S.W. 5, 2 marginal guide dots W. of.

x FIV(E), line in base of.
W. rosette, dot at junction of E. leaves of.

II

HHW

PL. 1 pos. 11

45

2.B-2.C-3.B

N.E. flag, line v. low in base of.
S.E. 5, doubling at base of.
P(OS)TAGE, doubling of Solid over.

CEN(TS), doubling below.

II

LLR

45

46

2.B-2.C-3.B

E. frames doubled N. and S.
S.E. 5, solid doubling of body of.
‘W. corners, guide dots on W. of.

12

HHE

PL. 2 pos. I

46

47

2.B-2.D

x N.E. flag, dot in centre of W. end of.
S.W. ball, doubling cuts inner frame W. of.
x CANAD (A), splash over point of Solid N.E.
of.
FIV(E), dot high E. in stem of.
F353 dropped being part of Reentry as above.

F3* dropped being part of Reentry as above.

II

PL. 1 pos. 21

47

1.B-3.C

x E. bracket, faint hair line through top of.
N.W. 5, 2 dots in shank of.
CE(N)T(S), dot in E. foot of N. and one
high in belly of S. .

LL

Pos. 22

48

49

2.C-2.C

S.E. 5, doubling of body of.
S.E. 5, splash at low centre of body of.
Fi176 V.-(R), vertical scratch below stem of.

176

LR

10

48

2.C2.C

S.E. 35, solid doubling of body of.

S.E. 5, both frames doubled E. of.

S.E. 5, a splash against bottom of W. side in-
side of body of.

49°

2.C-2.2

Pos. 21 or 71
May carry W.
Imprint.

49

S.E. 5, doubled, also both frames E. of.
F E3"” CENT(S), splash in outer oval S.S.W.
of.

E3®

49"

49"

2,C-2.C

S.E. 5, doubled high E. inside

S.E. 5, S. frames doubled below.

PO(ST)AGE, scratches in S. and under T.
x FI(VE) dashes in and one N.E. of E.

€3
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No. Class. No. Description Flaw | Perf. |C. dot No.
50 |2.C-2.D-3.A| S.E. s, doubling of. 1 R |PL. 1 pos. 43| 50
S.W. 5, clear doubling of body and flag of. X
x S.W. 5, 2 dots one above the other, at top of 12
W. side of body of.
CA(N)ADA, dot in diagonal of.
POSTA(GE), doubling in outer oval E. of.
.C(E)NTS, 2 dots in S. serif of.
FIV(E), dot high in centre arm of.
W. rosette, dot at base of S.E. leaf of.
51 2,/C-3.A S.E. 5, solid doubling of. 37 I — 51
S.E. 5, outer frame doubled E. of. x
x CANA(DA), splash in inner oval over. 12
F37 S.E. flag, marginal splash E. of.
52 2.C-3.A-3.C| S.E. 5, doubling of body of. 12 HW 52
S.E. 5, small splash inside shoulder of.
C(AN)ADA, doubling of curved line over.
(F)IVE, doubling in.
53 2.C-3.B-3.C | S.E. 5, doubling of body of (may cut frame). X — 53
POSTAG (E), doubled and doubling of curved i)
line over.
FIV(E), dot in S. serif of.
W. rosette, dot at base of S.E. leaf of.
54 2.C-3.C S.E. 5, doubling of body and outer frame E.| 144 X LLR |PL. 2 pos. 2 54
of. 12
Fig44 CEN(T)S, splash in inner oval below
stem of.
55 2.C=3.C S.E. 35, Solid doubling of. 12 = 55
S.E. 5, both frames doubled E. of.
55" 2.C-3.C-3.D | E. outer frame doubled S. 26 12 HR |Pos. 11 or 61| 355"
S.E. flag, dot low in centre of. 26"
CEN(TS), splash in oval over and doubling
under.
FIVE, dots in.
P(O)STAGE, splash high N.E. inside.
F26 V.-(R.), dot in centre of stem of.
F26" S.W. 5, dot in centre of body of.
56 2.D-2.D S.W. 5, doubling of body of. x N 56
S.W. 5, both frames doubled under.
S.W. 5, dot low in shank of.
57 2.D-3.D-3.D|x SSW. 5, 2 dots one in nose and one at top 12 HW |PL. 2 pos. 99 57
of shank and a crescent in ball of.
(F)IV(E), doubling in F. and dots in E.
W. rosette, dot in N.W. leaf & dots at top of
S.E. leaf of.
58 3.A-3.B CANA(D)A, line in top of. 12 — |PL. 2 pos. 100/ 58
P(O)STAGE, doubling under W. side of.
Classification Table Agenda
No. State Dates No. State Dates
1 19 Nov. 67 7 1 Dec. 66
26 Feb. 68 14 Apl. 66
2 g 13 June 65 8 Type 1 ]I;l; 9 Sept. 64
ly 6 2
55; 15 July 67 Type 2 26 June 66
59 59° Type 3 e
9 30 Mar. 63
3 — 24 Aug. 66 23 Aug. 67
177
10 = 9 July 59
4 — 13 Dec. 65 181 29 Apl. 65
134 Feb. 68 181°
5 C dot 30 Nov. 64 181, 181"
No C dot Sept. 66 18 —
50 9
6 17 Aug. 66 12 11 Nov. 64
4 July 67 5 Sept. 65
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CANADA 5¢c 18509
-
No. State Dates No. State Dates
13 — 19 July 66 38"
141 3 Aug. 68
14 — 11 June 66 18 Feb. 6
69 13 Nov. 67 39 d
69"
69, 69° 40 — 23 Mar. 63
T i Aug. 67 89 16 June 66
3 Aug. 68 41 10 Aug. 65
16 C dot 15 Aug. 59 11 Mar. 66
No C dot 23 Feb. 64 42 19 Sept. 66
17 — 13 Aug. 59 1 May 68
152 11 Nov. 63 43 20 May 67
18 17 Oct. 66 18 Dec. 67
4 Feb. 68 44
19 26 Mar. 67
28 Feb. 68 44"
20 12 Dec. 64
22 Aug. 66 45 12 Dec. 61
21 — 13 Dec. 64
42 26 Jan. 67 46 3 Jan. 68
22 5 Sept. 66
2 Mar. 68 47 16 Jan. 60
23 — 2 Nov. 63 14 Feb. 63
55 3 May 66 47° 28 May 61
55° 6 Dec. 63
55, s&* 48 — 12 Jan. 64
24 12 Mar. 6o 176 29 Nov. 64
2 Aug. 64 49 29 Jan. 68
25 1 Dec. 66
1o Feb. 68 49° 30 Sept. 67
26 — 13 Dec. 64
42 26 Jan. 67 49°
27 18 Nov. 64
1 May 66 50 12 Nov. 59
28 20 Sept. 67 2 Jan. 65
23 Aug. 68 T — 9 Dec. 67
29 — 2 Aug. 61 37
4 17 May 67 52 14 Sept. 67
4" . 29 Oct. 67
4, 4 53 24 May 66
30 — Apl. 66
178 22 Apl. 67 5e =
31 8 Spt. 66 E 144
4 Oct. 67 55 21 Nov. 67
32 13 Mar. 67 31 Mar. 68
55° =
33 -26
26*
34 7 Dec. 67 2§, 26°
56
35 24 April 62
17 Aug. 63 57 21 Jan. 68
36 1868
58 9 Mar. 67
37 —_ 22 Dec. 62
164
38 —_ 17 Aug. 6o
118 24 Aug. 63
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BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS POST

Chapter I

The Pioneering Months, 1844-5.

By Hexry E. At

(Continued from page 171)
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Figure 1. Facades of the Buildings on the West Side of William Street, (in the block
between Wall and Pine Streets). From Pictorial Business Directory of William Street (C.

Lowenstrom, New York, 1850).

In 1844 the City of New York was more
than 200 years old, but it was still an “over-
grown small town.” At every hand, there
were evidences of urgent activity to adapt the
city’s facilities to the great increment of
population which had recently poured in from
overseas. (1)

The steady influx of new families, and the
destruction by New York’s worst fire, De-

Courtesy New York Historical Society.

cember 16, 1835, of 693 residences and com-
mercial properties at the lower end of Man-
hattan Island in the area from the East River
to William Street and as far north as Wall
Street, had pressed a new surge of population
northward up the Island.

Before the Fire, Warren Street had been
the upper limit of fashionable residences,(3)
though in 1829 Fifth Avenue had been cut
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through the old “Parade Ground” (Washing-
ton Square) to its intersection with Broad-
way at a new park called Madison Square.
After the Fire, modest income residential de-
velopments began rapidly to fill the “uptown”
section east of Broadway, and the more fa-
vored residential neighborhoods spread north-
ward, west of the principal artery. Farms
and suburban villages still predominated north
of 26th Street.(*)

The original concentration of trade and
commerce along the East River below Wall
Street had been supplanted by three separate
business sections representing the successive
centers of population: the old “downtown”
section; the area around “The Common”
(now known as City Hall Park); and the
“uptown” business center of which Canal
Street was the principal crosstown thorough-
tare.

The new residential and commercial areas
were just beginning to be adequately inte-
grated by communication, transportation and
other public services. The city’s limitations
of mail service have already been discussed in
the first Chapter of this series of articles and
in “The Beginning of The Story,” by this
author, which appeared in the April, 1949,
issue of the Collectors Club Philatelist.

Since 1832, the populated areas of the
Island had been tied together by the New
York and Harlem River Railroad, the down-
town terminal of which was at City Hall—
and which had been progressively extended
until its tracks had recently reached White
Plains, in Westchester County. The infre-
quent service of the 1830’s had lately been im-
proved. In 1844 trains left City Hall for
27th Street every six minutes, from 7:30
A. M. to 8:00 P. M., and after that hour at
twenty-six-minute intervals until midnight.
There also were hourly departures for the
village of Harlem and four trains daily for
White Plains. (%)

Fares were relatively high, however, com-
pared to prices of that era, 614 cents to 27th
Street, 1245 cents to Harlem and 50 cents to
White Plains. The alternative means of
transportation were several horse-drawn stage
lines on Broadway.

Early in 1844 this city of more than 300,000
persons had established its first full-time
municipal police organization (“not to exceed
800 men”) to supplant the pre-Revolutionary

system of part-time ‘“Watches” headed by a
“High Constable.”(¢) TIts new fire-control
system with widely available water, having
been made possible by the opening of the
Croton Aqueduct, July 4, 1842,(7) was still
under construction, and the antiquated system
which had served New York since the turn
of the Century, manned by volunteer firemen,
continued to be the sole protection of much

of the City.(8)

In 1844, William Street, particularly the
section below Wall, was the City’s principal
center of the dry goods and silk trade. Other
important enterprises on William below Wall
included Boyd’s one-time competitor, the auc-
tion house of Haggerty and Austin, at No.
24,(?) and across the street from the latter,
at No. 23, the famous restaurant of Del-
monico.

At the southeast intersection of Wall and
William Streets, occupying the entire block
bounded by Wall, Exchange, William and
Hanover Streets, stood the Merchants’ Ex-
change, then New York’s newest and most
impressive commercial building. (Figure 2).

Figure 2. The Merchants Exchange.
print commonly used in the Guide Books of
the 1840’s.

From a

Built of “Quincy granite,” and believed to be
fireproof, its construction had been begun in
1836, immediately after the Fire, and com-
pleted in 1842 at a total cost exceeding
$1,800,000. The Exchange housed the New
York Stock and Exchange Board, a large
Reading Room with files of newspapers from
almost every country of the world and the
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offices of several insurance companies, bank-
ers and brokers. At the time Boyd’s City Ex-
press Post was established, the Exchange also
housed a branch of the main government Post
Office. The headquarters of the Federal
postal service were located near City Hall in

a building called ““The Rotunda.” (19)

Above Wall on William Street there was
a miscellany of businesses including more dry
goods houses, a number of importers, the
“segar” emporium of David M. Henriques at
No. 51, the bootmaking shop of Samuel
Combs at No. 55, J. M. Pinkney & Son’s
linen establishment at No. 55, the tailor shop
of Alfred Kershaw at No. 60, the toyshop
of Eckhardt and Merk at No. 61, and the
“palm leaf hat” store of A. Johnson & Com-
pany at No. 62. The building numbered
“47,” the second door north of Wall on the
west side of the street, was the headquarters
of The New York American, a weekly news-
paper of which Watson Vanbenthuysen was
publisher. (11)

No. 45 William, where Boyd’s City Ex-
press Post began business Monday morning,
June 17, 1844, was a three-story stone build-
ing on the west side of William, the second
structure north of the Wall Street intersec-
tion. (Figure 1). Actually, 45 was the first
number north of Wall, as the corner building
fronted on the crosstown artery. Boyd occu-
pied the street-level floor, recently vacated by
Elisha and Lawrason Riggs, general mer-
chants. On the second floor, as Boyd’s ini-
tial announcement had informed the public,
was located the Leather Manufacturers’
Bank, of which Ebenezer Platt was cashier
and manager.

The third floor was partitioned into office
quarters, the tenants being Robert, Richard
and Thomas Emmet, lawyers; Anthony L.
Robertson, William Talmadge, Amassa U.
Lyon, George W. Busteed and Richard
Busteed, also attorneys; James Strong, com-
missioner in bankruptcy; and Lewis Katen, a
commercial sign painter. To make the roster
complete, mention should be made of John
Seymour, the colored porter, who apparently
made his living quarters in the basement. (12)

We can readily imagine the interior scene
on the street floor, the stamp-selling “win-
dow,” the row of rented “boxes” for those
who wished to pick up their mail at the “Ex-
press Post,” and the open space in back with

long tables for sorting and handstamping in-
coming and outgoing letters.

Evidence is not clear as to where the gov-
ernment-sponsored United States City Des-
patch Post was then located. When first es-
tablished in 1842, it was on the east side of
William Street at No. 46, one door north of
Wall. In June, 1844, its office may still have
been at that location, it may have been located
with the Branch Post Office in the Merchants’
Exchange, or it may have been moved up to
the Rotunda.

If the City Despatch was at the first or
second suggested locations, the situation at
the corner of Wall and William on Monday
morning, the seventeenth of June, 1844,
would indeed have been an interesting one.
At nine o’clock in the morning, the first daily
delivery hour of both posts, the carriers of the
two competing enterprises, one with the
authority and sanction of the Federal Gov-
ernment, the other a challenger without the
backing of Uncle Sam—but with certain un-
questionable business-getting advantages—
would have filed out of their offices virtually
head-on. The U. S. City Despatch carrier
force at that time was about eleven strong—
to collect from about 125 boxes or “stations”
and deliver between 500 and 600 letters per
day.(’®*) We do not know how many men
were initially employed by Boyd, but his ad-
vertisements indicate that at the outset he
was collecting from nearly twice as many
points of deposit as was the government’s
“Despatch.”

We can imagine tall, slender, clean-shaven
John Boyd, his long, swallow-tailed coat
flapping in the morning breeze, stepping
out on the pavement and nodding politely
to the heavier set, side-whiskered Alexander
Greig, (1*) (at that time still employed by the
City Despatch) and William Seymour, man-
ager of the government-sponsored enterprise,
the former gazing with envy at the well-
ladened government mail bags, the latter more
than a little concerned by the emergence of
this new competition. It probably did not
help matters that some of Boyd’s men had
probably been former United States City Des-
patch employees. The following Boyd ad-
vertisement in the Journal of Commerce, a
week later, refers to ‘“experienced carriers,
the majority of them . well known to
the public . . .” From what better source
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than the United States City Despatch Post
could Boyd have procured men answering to
that description?

The advertisement on June 22nd read:(19)

“The subscriber respectfully informs his
friends and the public that he has com-
menced the delivery of letters through the
city (boundary 26th Street) and to the Post
Office in time for the mails. More than
two hundred stations have been made,
chiefly in drug stores and the most respect-
able hotels. He has engaged experienced
carriers, the majority of them are well
known to the public. In order to insure
punctuality in delivery, it is very important
to have the residence on each letter; if it
should be neglected there would be a delay
of several hours in the delivery. Letters
deposited at the stations at 7 and 1 o’clock
will be sent out for delivery at 9 and 3
o’clock. Letters received at the office, No.
45 William Street, under Leather Manu-
facturers’ Bank, until fifteen minutes be-
fore each delivery. The charge for stamps
will be 24 cents per dozen, or $1.75 per
hundred. No money must be enclosed in
letters unless registered at the office, where
a registry is kept. Letters for the press
free. Postage 2 cents.”

John T. Boyd, Agent.

At the outset, then, Boyd was offering one
less daily delivery than Greig and Seymour,
but, as we have said before,(1%) his services
were offered at a cent less per letter, 25 to
33 1/3 percent less than the rate of the
United States City Despatch Post.

The existence of 200 collection points on
the opening day indicates that Boyd had been
planning and organizing his enterprise for
several previous months. Another evidence
that the project had been planned for some
time was the immediate availability of Boyd’s
adhesive stamps for the prepayment of letters.

Postage stamps at the time were still a
considerable novelty. Some New Yorkers
had no doubt seen the British “Penny Black”
issued in 1840, the British “Penny Red” re-
leased in 1841, and the two varieties of 2
pence blue, issued in the early 1840’s. Per-
haps a few others had seen the Brazil “bulls-
eyes” (Scott, Brazil, Nos. 1, 2, and 3) issued
in 1843, and travellers abroad may have seen
either of the two Swiss Canton issues of the

-

latter year, the Geneva stamp (Scott, Switzer-
land, No. 2) and the Zurich stamp (Scott,
Switzerland, No. 8). A still smaller number
had probably seen the handset label, issued in
1842, to prepay local mail carried by the
Philadelphia City Despatch.

Of course, the public was more familiar
with the New York City Despatch Post’s
18%4 x 22 mm. stamp engraved with the por-
trait of George Washington (Scott, No. 40
L. 1) and the United States City Despatch
Post’s successors to that variety (Scott, Nos.
6 LB. 2-6 inclusive); The American Letter
Mail Company’s 22 mm. x 1975 mm. oblong
engraving of an eagle (Scott, No. 5 L. 1) and
James W. Hale’s octagonal stamps (Scott,
Nos. 75 L. 1-5 inclusive), the design of which
was a cluster of letters. Both the American
Letter Mail Company and Hale & Company
stamps had been seen during the first half of
1844 on letters received in New York from
New England cities.

(Photo by M. Garber)

Figure 3. The Initial Boyd Adhesive Stamp,
No. 20 L. 1 Used June to September, 1844.

ITONET]

This specimen struck with handsiamp ‘‘a.

However, the first Boyd stamp (Scott, No.
20 L. 1) resembled none of these. It was
lithographed (17) in black ink on a fairly
heavy, hard, white wove paper—glazed and
surface-colored a yellow hue of green (speci-
mens vary from Ridgeway, Plate XVIII
“Light Oriental” 33’b to “Paris” 35’b).(1%)
The design occupied a vertical rectangle de-
fined by thin frame lines, 2474 mm. horizontal
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by 27 mm. vertical. Within the rectangular
frame at top and sides was an oval legend
reading (above) “BOYD’S CITY EX-
PRESS” in 134 mm. serifed letters, and
(below) “POST. 2 CENTS”. There was
no period after “CENTS.”

The central design framed by the foregoing
legend was the symbolical American eagle
with its wings spread, its head and neck in-
clined toward its right wing, poised in the
air above the upper segment of a globe. The
latter was marked with longitudinal and lati-
tudinal lines against which were sketched the
outlines of two unrecognizable land masses.
This design was drawn against a background
of closely cross-hatched lines within two thin
concentric oval frames, 234 mm. apart. The
inner oval measured 16 mm. horizontal x 20
mm. vertical. (Figure 3).

No reprints from the original stone are
known to exist—but, like so many of the pri-
vate enterprise stamps, this variety was later
counterfeited to provide ‘“space-fillers” to col-
lectors. One of the two known varieties of
counterfeits (Figure 4) was a fairly danger-
ous imitation believed to have been made in
the 1860’s by the notorious S. Allan Taylor.
Printed in black ink on green surfaced, glazed
paper of a shade close to the original, the
design bears many resemblances to that of the
genuine stamp.

However, the outline of the numeral “2”
is thinner than it is on the original, and,
whereas the line delineating the opening of
the eagle’s beak on the original extends to a
point directly below the eye, on the counter-
feit this line is much briefer, going only half
way to the eye. The outline of the land mass
at the bottom of the globe is irregular on the
original, regular on the counterfeit. The
latter has no rectangular frame line. Speci-
mens of this counterfeit were also run off on
lavender surfaced paper.

The second counterfeit (Figure 5) is a
more crude imitation of the genuine stamp.
Printed on glazed green surfaced paper, it is
distinguishable by the grotesque thin neck of
the eagle. It, too, lacks a rectangular frame.
For many years a cut of this counterfeit has
been used as the illustration in Scott publi-
cations.

While no multiple pieces of this variety (or
of any of its successors, until Scott No. 20 L.
7) are known to philately, the stamps have
always been believed by students to have been

Figure 4. Counterfeit of No. 20 L. 1.
Figure 5. A Second Type of Counterfeit of
No, 20 L. 1.

printed in sheets of 100. This belief is based
on the fact that Boyd’s advertisements offered
quantities of 100 at the reduced price of $1.75
—and the assumption was substantiated in
1891 by William Blackham, a later proprietor
of the Post, when the latter was interviewed
by philatelist F. W. Hunter.(1?) The sheets

had no gum.

With variations in size and detail, the de-
sign of this stamp was to become the standard
format for Boyd’s stamps during a period of
almost twenty years and was to become a
veritable trademark of Boyd’s services.

The novitiate to philatelic material of this
early vintage, accustomed as he is to universal
usage of stamps, expects to find the adhesives
issued for prepayment of postage affixed to
all covers handled by the issning agencies.
A moment’s reflection reminds us, however,
that stamps were an innovation in the use of
which the public had still to be educated; and
that prepayment itself was contrary to pre-
vailing habit and long-established custom.

Provided that the correspondent had the
foresight to procure them in advance, stamps
made possible the mailing of letters without
regard to the regular hours of post offices
or ‘“stations” and were, in that sense, a dis-
tinct convenience. On the other hand, time
and equipment were necessary to sever them
from the imperforate sheets and affix them
to the envelopes. And while prepayment was
a gracious gesture to the addressee, the
“Scotch blood” of many must have frozen at
the thought of this novel “extravagance.”

The United States Government ran into
the same problem in 1847 when the first gen-
eral issue of stamps was distributed. Decem-
ber 1, 1847, John Marron, Third Assistant
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Postmaster General, wrote to Postmaster
General Cave Johnson concerning the U. S.
5¢ and 10C stamps:

“Notwithstanding they have been found
very convenient in many localities, and un-
der various circumstances, there has not
been that great demand for them that was
anticipated. In many important commer-
cial towns they have not applied for them,
and in others they are only used in trifling
amounts.” (20)

Handstamping had served for many years
as the sole means of indicating the status and
facilitating the movement of the U. S. Mails.
While the Independent Mails and pioneer city
despatches introduced adhesives, they con-
tinued the traditional types of postal mark-
ings, whether or not letters were stamped.
Boyd also followed this practice, and stamp-
less covers, consequently, constitute a large
portion of Boyd material for at least fifteen
years.

Markings found on Boyd covers in the pre-
Civil War period were of these kinds:

(1) Postmarks. (Types will be identified
in this series of articles by capital letters,
“A” “B”, “C”, etc.) Unlike the Federal
Government, Boyd did not use postmarks for
purposes of cancellation. They served as
verifications of dates and hours of clearance
through Boyd’s headquarters, and also were
probably intended to advertise the efficiency
of Boyd’s service.

(2) Prepaid Markings. (Types will be
identified in this series of articles by lower
case letters—"“a”, “b”, “c”, etc.) During the
first seventeen vears of the Post, Boyd rarely
relied on adhesive stamps alone to inform his
carriers, or addressees, of prepayment of post-
age on local letters. Regardless of whether
or not they were franked with adhesives, pre-
paid local letters were also handstamped to
make it clear to carriers that there was no
need to collect fees from recipients. On many
of the letters dropped at his headquarters or
“stations,” handstamps were the sole indica-
tion of prepayment. During some periods of
the Post’s history, prepayment markings also
served to cancel the stamps to prevent their
removal and reusage for postal purposes.

(3) Cancellations. (Types will be identi-
fied in this series of articles by lower case
Roman numerals, “i”, “ii”, “iii”, “iv”, etc.)
During some periods of the Post’s history,

Boyd followed the practice of the Federal
postmasters, using obliterating cancellers to
prevent reusage of his stamps.

(4) Miscellaneous Markings. (Types will
be identified in this series of articles by double
lower case letters, “aa”, “bb”, “cc”, etc.)
Later in the history of this enterprise, as new
services, such as special delivery developed,
other appropriate informative handstamps
were put in use. These will be described at
their proper places in this narrative.

When letters were carried to the post office
for transmission to out-of-town destinations,
the Government’s markings, of course, pre-
dominated. Except for cancellations on the
Post’s adhesives, covers were rarely hit with
other Boyd markings. The absence of Boyd’s
prepaid handstamps on out-of-town destined
covers is explained by the fact that in these
instances there was no alternative to prepay-
ment. Carrier fees on letters “for the mails”
had to be prepaid because, of course, the Gov-
ernment could not be expected to collect
Boyd’s charges. It is probable that this class
of mail was not struck with Boyd’s postmarks
because the slight benefit to be gained by com-
municating hours and dates of handling to
out-of-town addressees did not justify the at-
tendant risk of repeatedly annoying and irri-
tating postal authorities.

The postmark on covers carried during the
first summer (type “A”) was a 30 mm.
horizontal by 2334 mm. vertical rectangular
handstamp with chamfered corners, framing
a three-line inscription including: “BOYD’S
CITY” in 4 mm. serifed letters (except the
“s”, which was 3 mm. high); “EXPRESS
POST” in 4% mm. sanserifed letters; and
the date and hour in 375 mm. serifed letters.
(Figure 6). The ink employed was orange-
red (nearest Ridgeway, “Ferraginous” red,
9" 1, Plate XIV) and this shade was used in
almost all subsequent Boyd postmarks until
late 1850 or early 1851 when black inked
stamping pads were adopted.

‘BOYD's CITY

EXPRESS POST.
AUGI19 %r'c.

Figure 6. Retouched Photostat of Type “‘A”
Bovd Postmark Used June to September, 1844.
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The first “prepaid” mark (Type “a”) was
the word “FREE” in sanserifed letters, con-
densed, 574 mm. in height, usually handstamp-
ed in the same shade of red as the Type “A”
postmark. On most covers franked with No.
20 L. 1 the. Type “a” mark was struck on
the stamp itself, serving as a cancellation as
well as an indication of prepayment. (Figure
3).

In July, 1844, Boyd also placed in use a
second prepayment handstamp, (Type “b”)
impressed in red ink, the first of the succes-
sive varieties of the 2-line “PAID J. T. B.”
(Figure 7). The letters of the word
“PAID” were 5 mm. high and the initials
“J.T. B.” in the second line were 3 mm. high.
During that summer, this mark appears to
have been reserved principally for use on mail
brought to the City by the express companies
and assigned to Boyd for local delivery.
Where it appeared on covers in July and
August, it established the fact that Boyd’s
fee, prepaid by the sender, in turn had been
remitted to the local Post. (Figure 8).

While the number of surviving Boyd cov-
ers from that summer is not large, those with
which philatelists are familiar are helpful in

i

(Bo: ¢
Xi“

s

Figure 8.
New York City (origin not known).
o’clock delivery (Type ‘““A’” Boyd postmark) .
the latter customary at that time.

Cover Franked with No. 117 L.

PAID

-J.T.B.

Figure 7. Retouched Photostat of Type ‘b’
Prepaid Mark Used June, 1844, to February,
1850.

picturing the progress during the pioneering
months.

[t is evident that among the Independent
Mails and express companies carrying letters
between New York and other cities, the group
with which Boyd’s service was most closely
affiliated was that in which Henry Wells,
Crawford Livingsten and the Pomeroy broth-
ers, Thaddeus and (George, were interested.
This “syndicate,” with headquarters in Boyd’s
native Albany, maintained Pomeroy’s Letter
Express between Buffalo, intermediate points
and New York, and The Letter Express or
“Daily Letter Express,” connecting the Great
Lakes ports and adjacent area with Buffa-
lo.(21)

Pomeroy and Letter Express adhesives on
many of the known covers brought to New
York via the routes of these companies are

¥
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(Photo by Boutrelle)
Pomeroy stamp prepaid Pomeroy service to

Delivered to addressee by Boyd August 1, 1844, 9
The Type “b’" prepaid mark, reflects use of
(Cover is in Abt collection, ex Knapp) .
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Figure 9. Cover Brought to New York City by Pullen and Co’s. Express.

‘e

prepaid with No. 20 L. 1
1844, 9 o’clock delivery.
Mason.)

(struck with Type

supplemented by the Type “A” Boyd post-
mark. (Figures 8, 9 and 10). If the supply
of these covers were greater, we might be
able to state positively whether or not in some
instances the Pomeroy and Letter Express
agents were also supplied with Boyd ad-
hesives for prepayment of New York delivery
charges. It is a tenable assumption that Boyd
may have had some such idea in mind when
he designed his first adhesive, as the first
Boyd stamp was very close in dimensions to
those issued in early July or late June by the
inter-city carriers. Unfortunately, no combi-
nation of the Boyd and independent mail
stamps is known to philately.

Certainly the theory that the format of the
Pomeroy, Letter Express or Boyd stamps,
whichever followed the other, was deliberate-
ly intended to match in impressiveness one or
both of the others is more plausible than the
assertion in earlier writings (22) that No. 20
L. 1 was intended to be superimposed on the
stamps issued by the inter-city carriers. The
superimposition would necessarily have had to
occur in Pomeroy’s offices and this “hiding of
their own light” by the inter-city expresses
would seem to be contrary to human nature.

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 4
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City of origin not known.

(Photo by Boutrelle)
Delivery service

prepaid stamp) ; delivered by Boyd July 1,
(Cover in Abt collection, ex Laurence

During the first two months, the use of
Boyd’s service for New York deliveries by
other Independent Mails and express compa-
nies, particularly those maintaining service be-
tween New England, New York, Philadel-
phia and Baltimore appears to have been un-
common. An occasional cover is found, like
the Pullen and Boyd combination illustrated
with this article, indicating reciprocal courte-
sies. (Figure 9).

However, having been established prior to
the inauguration of Boyd’'s enterprise, the
New England firms apparently had already
made satisfactory arrangements for the deliv-
ery of New York mail when such service
was necessary. Overton & Co. operated a
Manhattan delivery service which also served
William Wyman of Boston. It is believed
probable that Brainard & Co. of Albany,
James Hale and the American Letter Mail
Company each employed one or more of their
own Manhattan carriers.

Letters brought to New York by Hale in
the fall of 1844 and spring of 1845 are occa-
sionally found with Boyd markings. (Figure
11). The earliest of these combinations seen
by the writer was a cover in the Helen F.
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Figure 10. Cover Brought to New York City by Letter Express and Pomeroy. Criginating in

Cleveland, Ohio, Letter Express stamps prepaid charges toc New York City.
(Cover in a New York City collection) .

Boyd August 21, 1844, 9 o’clock delivery.

Novy collection dated September 16, 1844,
handstamped by Hale and also by Boyd
(Type “A”).

Boyd’s practices in these pioneering months
with respect to letters entrusted to him for
transmission to out-of-town destinations are
more obscure. His inaugural advertise-
ment (23) made it clear that, from the outset,
he planned to compete with the United States
City Despatch Post in carrying mail to the
Post Office “for the mails.” Yet, not a single
cover dated during the first summer is known
with the combination of Federal markings
and the Boyd stamp or postmarks. Nor is
there much evidence in that period of letters
brought by Boyd o the express companies or
Independent Mails.

The only instance known to this writer of
No. 20 L. 1 on an out-of-town bound letter
with July or August, 1844, dates was a New
York-originated cover, dated July 5, 1844,

[{Pe})

the Boyd stamp cancelled with a Type “a
prepayment mark (“FREE”), and the face of
the cover inscribed in manuscript “Paid 6c,
Pomeroy’s Post” and also “Auburn, New
York,” sold in the 179th Auction of the late
Eugene Klein, March 30, 1946. It is hoped
that the publication of this chapter will bring

. . .
(ZM/%,Z" /f‘ A A’ -y AL e‘f

/ "/‘} !
1. / ST ST 3

»

Delivered by

forth information concerning more specimens
in this category.

The earliest known use of No. 20 L. 1 is
on a cover in a New York City collection,
dated June 29, 1844. The latest recorded use
of the stamp was on a locally delivered letter
in the collection of the late Edward S. Knapp
dated September 6, 1844 (the stamp struck,
as usual, with the Type “a” prepayment
mark). In his “United States Locals,” pub-
lished in 1877, Charles Coster wrote concern-
ing this stamp, “until recently only one speci-
men was known. Of late, a dozen or more
copies have come to light.”(2*) The present
supply of known specimens does not greatly
exceed the latter number.

The Type “A” postmark appears on the
June 29th cover, referred to above, and on a
considerable number of other locally carried
letters with July and August dates. Its latest
recorded use was on a cover dated September
28, 1844, exhibited by Dr. Clarence Hennan
of Chicago at the United States Centenary
International Philatelic Exposition. This let-
ter originated in Chicago. A circular hand-
stamp indicated that it was carried to New
York via Buffalo by “Wells and Company,”
the Great Lakes region express affiliate of the
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Pomeroy and Wells group. Boyd delivered
it in New York.

Evidence that the services of the Post were
well received is reflected in an editorial com-
ment by Horace Greeley in the Tribune July
6, 1844. It read:(2%)

“BOYD’S CITY EXPRESS—This is a
very useful and already popular establish-
ment. So far as our experience goes, it is
conducted with an unusual degree of des-
patch, and may be depended on.”

There is no question that in this early
period of Boyd’s history the Pomeroy tie-up
had been of vital importance to the young
business. John’s mood must have been grim
indeed when, on August 12, 1844, responding
to irresistible pressure exerted by the Federal
postal authorities, George Pomeroy and his
associates announced the suspension of their
mail service through New York State. The
Postmaster General, finding his legal author-
ity inadequate to suppress the Independent
Mails, had turned a neat trick by adding to
his mail contract with the Tonowanda Rail-
road (a unit of the present New York Cen-
tral System) a provision penalizing the rail-
road Fifty Dollars for every privately carried
letter found on one of its cars. The railroad
dared not risk this penalty and notified Pome-
roy that it could no longer transport his mail
bags. The Wells and Pomeroy group, hav-
ing its eyes on the more profitable general ex-
press business, decided that it would not con-
tinue the fight to transport mail. Pomeroy
covers are known with September and early

Figure 11. Cover Brought to New York City
from Baltimore, Maryland by Hale and Co.
Delivered by Boyd May 8, 1845, 2 o'clock de-
livery. Boyd's charges were prepaid in Balti-
more. (Cover in Denwood Kelly collection, ex
E. N. Sampson.)

October dates, but the die was cast and pri-
vate enterprise in mail service along the pres-
ent New York Central route was soon at an
end.

John Boyd’s responsibilities increased with
the birth of his third child and first daughter,
Sarah Mathilda, July 9, 1844.(26) With this
addition, the family faced a need for more
commodious quarters. During the first years
of their married life Hannah and John had
been quite comfortable in a rented residence
at 9 Watt Street. In 1843 they had moved
to 769 Greenwich Street. Now with his
meager capital tied up in the business, John
found it necessary to ask his father’s help in
purchasing a permanent home. Dr. Boyd,
since 1824, had owned a pleasant property at
70 Grove Street which he offered to make
available to his son for $2,500, on lenient
terms. This became John and Hannah’s resi-
dence for the rest of their lives. John com-
pleted his purchase of the home in eight years,
title being transferred to him by his father
May 25, 1852.(27)

Undaunted by temporary set-backs, Boyd
attacked with renewed vigor the problem of
building his business. On Saturday, Septem-
ber 28, 1844, the following announcement ap-
peared in the New York Evening Post:(28)

“OFFICE BOYD’S CITY EXPRESS
POST

45 William
The subscriber will on and after Monday
next, make four deliveries of letters
throughout the city, viz:—
Letters deposited in his boxes, before 7, 10,
12 and 2 o'clock will be sent out for de-
livery at 9, 12, 2 and 4 o'clock.
Postage 2 cents.

John T. Boyd, Agent.
Postage to Brooklyn, 2 cents.”

Thus, in addition to doubling the number
of his daily deliveries on Manhattan Island
south of 26th Street, Boyd had, within the

§EP 12 7C

"*rv-'eg-”—/‘
Figure 12. Type ‘B (Boyd’s Brooklyn)
Postmark.  (Tracing from original). Known

used September, 1844, to May, 1845, in-
ciusive.
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month, inaugurated service to and from
Brooklyn.

The earliest evidence of Boyd’s Brooklyn
service is a cover in this writer’s collection
dated September 12, 1844, bearing an oval
postmark (Type “B”) struck in red ink.
The horizontal axis of this mark is 3874 mm.
and the vertical axis, 19 mm. (Figure 12).
In the upper section of the oval is inscribed
“BOYD’S BROOKLYN,” and at the bot-
tom “CITY EXPRESS POST,” the height
of letters in both lines being 224 mm. In a
rectangle, 5 x 30 mm., with truncated corners,
between these lines, appear the date and de-
livery hour.

In Pat Paragraphs of January, 1939, Elliott
Perry reported that Laurence Mason had seen
one of these postmarks on a cover dated
March 2, 1845.(29) The reference collection
of Eugene Costales includes a photograph of
a cover bearing this postmark dated March
9, 1845. (Figure 13). The latest known
specimen, one from the same correspondence
as the September twelfth cover, is also in this
writer’s collection. It is dated May 15, 1845.
No others are at present known.

The Brooklyn service probably ended when
the new Federal Postal Act, which became
effective July 1, 1845, closed the legal loop-
holes to private postal service on ‘“post
routes.” Brooklyn in those days being a
municipality wholly separate from New York,

— " o
~

and the ferries across the East River being
unquestionably “post routes,” it is likely that
Boyd preferred not to risk a serious conflict
with the U. S. postal authorities by continu-
ing this division of his business.

Elliott Perry has expressed the belief that
the Brooklyn agent of Boyd was Wellington
Walton, who continued Boyd’s Brooklyn serv-
ice as a separate enterprise and founded the
Brooklyn City Express Post, which remained
in business until 1862 or 1863 with successive
proprietors, including Henry Kidder; The
Snedecker Brothers, Isaac and George; Ben-
jamin K. Rogers; William McNish; Jacob
Lawrence and finally Gilbert Doremus. The
similarity to the Type “B” postmark of Wal-
ton’s handstamp and those that followed, in-
dicates the likelihood that Mr. Perry has
reached a correct conclusion.

The loss of the Pomeroy business had as
an early sequel the replacement of the first
Boyd stamp by a new and smaller adhesive.
In all likelihood, the initial print order for
No. 20 L. 1 was prudently moderate. After
all, Boyd had known he cou!ld order more if
things went well; thus, there had been no
need to “go overboard” on overly optimistic
quantities.

As supplies of the first stamp neared ex-
haustion and there was no longer any pos-
sible need to compete for attention on let-
ters bearing Pomeroy’s large stamp, Boyd

Figure 13.

Type ““B” Postmark on Stampless Cover.

Celivered in Brooklyn March 2, 1845.

(Photograph from Eugene Costales reference collection).
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probably consulted his printer and found he
could save at least 33 1/3 percent of the
printing cost by issuing a stamp more nearly
the size of the familiar United States City
Despatch variety.

The earliest recorded example of the
second stamp (Scott No. 20 L. 2) was one
in the Laurence Mason collection on a cover
dated October 2, 1844, some twenty-six days
later than the latest known cover-bearing its
predecessor. The second variety may, there-
fore, be presumed to have gone on sale some
time between these two dates.

The workmanship of No. 20 L. 2 was some-
what cruder than that of the first stamp.
This variety, too, is believed to have been
printed in sheets of 100 subjects. The new
stamps were lithographed (cf. 17) in black
ink on white wove paper, glazed and surface-
colored a purer green than that of the paper
on which No. 20 L. 1 was printed. The sur-
face color closely resembled Ridgeway’s
“Gendre” green (35'b, Plate VI). As has
been previously stated, no multiple units of
this stamp are known to have survived for
philatelic study.

Figure 14. The Second Boyd Adhesive Stamp,
No. 20 L. 2. Used September, 1844, to Janu-
ary, 1845, inclusive.

The new stamp continued the basic design
established with No. 20 L. 1. The dimen-
sions of the rectangular frame were 1634
mm. horizontal by 207 mm. vertical. The
outer oval of the design measured 164 mm.
horizontal by 20 mm. vertical. The conju-
gate axis of the inner oval was 10Y% mm.,
the vertical axis 1324 mm. The principal
detailed change in the design was the substi-
tution of a plain background for the cross-
hatching against which the eagle had been
previously drawn. The result was to bring
the figure into much sharper relief. Also,
the inner oval line framing the central design,
and the outer oval framing the band in which
the name of the Post and denomination were
inscribed were thickened to almost 1§ mm.
The eagle’s head is inclined on this second
stamp so far as to bring the tip of its beak
within 2 mm. from its right wing. The
eagle was now definitely perched on the globe,
three claws of its right foot showing and two
of its left. (Figure 14). The segment of
the glote showing on this stamp measures,
at its maximum depth, 374 mm.

No. 20 L. 2 is not believed to have been
reprinted. Among the “space-filler” packets
purveyed to collectors in the last century
there was, however, one counterfeit variety

| (Figure 15), a rather poor imitation. It

lacks the heavy inner oval of the original.
The head of the eagle is shaped like that of

- a worm, lacking the well-defined beak of the
genuine stamp. There are many deviations

from the actual type in the formation of the
wings, the tail, the globe and the lettering.
As in the instance of No. 20 L. 1, a cut of
the fraud, rather than the genuine stamp, has
long served as the Scott Catalogue illustra-
tion.

Figure 15. Counterfeit of No. 20 L. 2.

On surviving covers dated during the win-
ter of 1844 evidence begins to be seen of
Boyd’s service carrying letters “for the
mails.”  Among the known examples of No.
20 L. 2 on covers directed out of town are a
somewhat marred copy on a cover in the
writer’s collection dated December 30, 1844,
and addressed to Princeton, New Jersey, and
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one in the late Edward S. Knapp’s collection
dated December 12, 1844, addressed to
Frankfort, Maine. All told, not more than
two dozen covers bearing this stamp have
been noted—not many more than the surviv-
ing number of covers bearing No. 20 L. 1.
About the time Boyd doubled the number
of his daily deliveries, he began using a new
postmark (Type “C”) at his New York head-
quarters, which was to continue in service for
more than three years. An oval, the horizon-
tal axis being 28 to 287 mm. and the vertical
axis 15 mm., framed a three-line inscription.
“BOYD’S CITY” in 2% mm. serifed letters
was the top line, “EXPRESS POST” ap-
peared at the bottom in 274 mm. sanserifed
letters. Between these in a rectangle with
truncated corners, was indicated the month,
day and delivery hour. (Figure 16). This
was stamped in red on most of the covers in

1845, 1846 and 1847.

Figure 16. Retouched Photostat of Type “‘C”
Postmark. Used September, 1844, to March,
1844,

The growth of the business in early 1845
is further reflected by the evidence of dupli-
cate handstamping equipment used to post-
mark the growing volume of mail. Several
minor variations in the formation of the let-
tering of the Type “C” postmark indicate the
use of duplicate handstamping equipment on
mail delivered the same day or week.

The earliest recorded use of this postmark
was on a cover in the Knapp collection dated
September 27, 1844; the latest is on a cover
in the writer's collection dated March o,
1848.

Three months after No. 20 L. 2 was issued
it was supplanted by a third variety. It is
difficult to explain the short duration of the
second stamp. The most likely theory is
that when new supplies were desired, the
printer was found, in the custom of the day,
to have cleaned off the lithographic stone.
Other possibilities are damage to the stone,
a dispute between Boyd and his printer over
price or quality, or the theft of large quanti-
ties of unused sheets, necessitating a change
for the protection of the Post. This same un-

answerable dilemma will puzzle us as we fol-
low the changes in stones, engraved plates
and varieties of stamps issued by this or any
of the other local posts. Lacking the official
records available with respect to Federal
Government issues, we can sometimes make
very tenable guesses, but quite as often are
at a loss for any discernible or likely reason.

J. W. Scott in his “History of Postage
Stamps,” printed serially in the Second Series
of the American Journal of Philately, re-
corded the earliest example he had seen of
the third type of adhesive (No. 20 L. 3) as
having been affixed to a cover dated Febru-
ary 3, 1845.(31) The earliest specimen seen
by ‘the writer was one formerly in the pos-
session of Mr. E. N. Sampson of Chicago, I1-
linois, on a cover dated February 11, 1845.
Since the latest known use of the preceding
stamp is on a cover in the collection of Mrs.
Helen F. Novy, dated January 31, 1845, we
may assume that No. 20 L. 3 was issued late
in  January or early in February. The
H. W. K. Hale collection includes a cover
bearing No. 20 L. 3, directed out of town, the
letter dated July 21st (probably 1845) and
the cover handstamped with the red New
York Post Office circle “NEW YORK,
22 Jul, 5 cts.” Other copies are known
bearing March, April and May dates. This
stamp, too, is far rarer than its Scott’s Cata-
logue value indicates. The supply is as
limited as the available quantity of No. 20
L. 1 and substantially less than the known
quantity of No. 20 L. 2.

No. 20 L. 3 followed the format of its pre-
decessors. However, Boyd turned now to in-
taglio engraving for the production of his
stamps, perhaps with the hope of obtaining a
medium from which satisfactory reruns
could be ordered. The new stamp is easily
distinguishable from No. 20 L. 2 by the
blackness and thickness of both the outer oval
and the inner oval. The latter lines were
drawn approximately 4 mm. thick. The
stamp was slightly larger than its predecessor,
the outer oval measuring 1774 mm. x 20 mm.
—but the rectangle formed by the frame
lines, measuring 19 x 23 mm., was much
larger than the one framing No. 20 L. 2.
This rectangle was not, in the previous in-
stances, drawn as an individual frame for the
stamp, but was formed by horizontal and
vertical lines across the plate into which the
individual designs were centered. The back-
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ground against which the eagle was drawn
remained plain as in the instance of No. 20
L. 2. A larger segment of the globe was
shown (it was 434 mm. high), and, while
like the previous globes it was marked with
lines of longitude and latitude, no attempt
was made to sketch in the outlines of land
masses. Instead, light diagonal lines of shad-
ing were placed below the eagle’s claws. The
posture of the eagle’s head was raised some-
what from its position on No. 20 L. 2, but
the distance from beak to right wing was
14 mm., as it had been on the previous stamp.
(Figure 17).

Figure 18. Counterfeit of No. 20 L. 3.

The green surface coloring of the glazed
paper on which No. 20 L. 3 was printed had
a considerably larger component of blue than
the earlier papers, being close to Ridgeway’s

“Cobalt Green” (37’b, Plate XIX).

Whatever may have brought about the re-
drawing of the design and the change from
lithography to engraving, the third stamp re-
vealed the poorest workmanship of the three
issued up to that time. The plate was prob-
ably soft copper, which wore so badly that,
on later impressions, the majestic eagle had
all but disappeared.

No reprints of No. 20 L. 3 are believed
to exist. This type, like its predecessors has
been imitated in a crude counterfeit made for
collectors. (Figure 18). The latter, found
printed on several shades of green-surfaced
paper bears little close resemblance to the
genuine stamp. The wings of the eagle, on
the counterfeit, have solid black shading.
The head is pulled back almost at a right
angle to the body of the bird. The surface
coloring of the paper is a yellow hue rather
than a blue hue of green. This counterfeit
is of importance only in that it, too, has
served as the standard illustration since the
J. W. Scott albums of the early 1880’s.

By late spring the march of events was
pressing the need for considerably greater
supplies of stamps than Boyd had ever pre-
viously required, and dissatisfied as he must

Figure 17. The Third Boyd Adhesive Stamp, No. 20 L. 3.

prepaid mark.) Used February to July, 1845.

(Specimen struck with Type “a”
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have been with the inferior product last de-
livered, we may consider it likely that he
turned to a new engraver. Certainly, the
next variety showed a marked improvement
over its predecessor.

(To be Continued)
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The Pre-Stamp Postmarks of

AUSTRIA

A Monograph about the

postmarks used in Austria

before June

I, 1850,

By Epwin MUELLER

PART

““Paid”’” Postmarks and ‘‘Paid” Town
Postmarks

While no special stamped markings can be
found on paid letters of the 18th century,
shortly after the general introduction of post-
marks in 1818 some large post offices started
to use special handstamps, which showed the
word “FRANCQO),” equivalent to “Paid” or,
in the Italian-speaking parts of the country,
“FRANCA.” 1In a few instances, for a short
period during and shortly after the revolution
in Hungary, handstamps with the Hungarian
term “BERMENTES” were used for paid
letters. These “Paid” markings were either
applied by separate handstamps or the word
“Franco” was included in town postmarks.
It seems that these combined postmarks were
the older ones, as the oldest is known as early
as 1818, while the earliest separate “Franco”
postmark is of 1824. It is probable that the
idea of using such special markings was in-
Lerited from the days of foreign occupation,
as the French used special P. P. markings for
paid letters, especially in the Province of
Ilyria.

In 1838, the general use of “Franco” post-
marks on all letters was ordered and made
compulsory beginning May 1, 1839. From
this date on, all post offices had to use a
handstamp “FRANCO” on all outgoing paid
letters. This order was generally obeyed and

* (Continued from page 222).

-

only in a few instances was the “Franco”
postmark omitted, either through error or
carelessness. The conventional marking of
paid letters by diagonal crossed lines on the
address side was not abolished and had still
to be applied to all paid letters even after the
special “Franco” postmarks came into use.

The use of “Franco” postmarks ended with
the pre-stamp period. In the decree, which
introduced postage stamps, it was expressly
stated that the use of “Franco” postmarks
had to be discontinued. But nevertheless not
only a small number of combined “Paid”
town postmarks were continued in use, but
occasionally the now obsolete postmarks with
“FRANCO” alone were also used as can-
cellers.

The “Franco” postmarks without town
name have similar types as the contemporary
town postmarks. They are either straight
lines or have rectangular or oval frames. The
lettering is either in Roman or script letters
or in italics. Only a few “Franco” postmarks
of fancy design were used. Except for dif-
ferent orthography—some postmarks had
“FRANKO” or “FRANKIRT” instead of
“FRANCO,” a few “Frco”—and the use of
the Italian “FRANCA” and the rare Hun-
garian “BERMENTES” or abbreviated
“BERM.” markings, not much variety can be
observed, although undoubtedly centrally and
regionally as well as locally manufactured
postmarks were used. Triest used a

“FRANCO” postmark with added figure “2”
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FRANCO FRANCO Franco.
a3 440 A |
FRANCO FRANKO Franco
442 43 e
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. 6 447
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e o 450
FRANCO=
45| 452
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FRANCA BERMENTES. BERM:
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Fig. 439 to 458. ‘“PAID” POSTMARKS.
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Fig. 459 to 462. ‘“PAID” POSTMARKS. Arrival markings of Wien.
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P )
Fco HERMANSTADT ranco:
463 PRAN CQ . %65
e
lt:)igf. 46t3h tot 465. ‘“PAID” TOWN POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks with “V.”” or “Von”’
. |
BUDWEIS MARBURG BAUTSCH
FRANCO. FRANCO. FRANKO
466 467 468
PILSEN AGRAM TYRNAU
FRANCO RANCO St
k69 470 471
BOROSJENQ
W12 ¥
473
Gon 70 7t
G-Canisa JZL%&? & ravnco
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GRAN [LAIBACH] Stey
FRANCO FRANCO Fren Co
478 412 480

Fig. 466 to 480. ‘“PAID” TOWN POSTMARKS.
oval or rectangular frame.

Dateless postmarks, straight line and with
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€ 39
)

or “3,” to show for which tariff zone the
letter was prepaid. W ien first used “Franco”
postmarks since 1824, but only upon arrival,
stamping a curved script “Franco” on the
face of arriving letters. This postmark was
replaced in 1830 by unusual straight line
postmarks with “FRANCO” on the first
and the date on the second line. Only from
1837 these postmarks were stamped on the

back of the letters, as was the case with a
double circle “WIEN FRANCO” postmark
with the date in the center, which was intro-
duced at the same time. These “Franco”
postmarks of Wien are the only “Franco”
postmarks known to be used only on arriving
and not on outgoing letters.

Much more diversified were the “Franco”
town postmarks which included also the name

FRANCO

ENGG

[ WIEN 7
FRANCO

o

481 =

Bi

Franco.

1fﬁicolsbm:g

Franco

—a

Fig. 481 to 494. “PAID” TOWN POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks, ornamented or with

fancy frame.
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Gratz
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BRUNN
FRANCO
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499

NEUHAUS Neubaus 5
FRANCO 21

7
497 L

Frauwe 7

Fig. 495 to 503.

of the post office. The oldest types, all local-
ly or regionally procured, were straight lines,
with the town name on the first, the word
“FRANCO” on the second line, and had
mostly lettering in Roman letters, some partly
in italics, only a few were in script letters.
Script letters were more frequent in the post-
marks with rectangular or oval frames.
There are also postmarks of this kind in
various, partly fancy frames and with orna-
ments, mostly of local origin, making this
group of postmarks quite attractive. A few
of the later types had the date included or

“PAID” TOWN POSTMARKS. Dated postmarks.

separately added, in some cases even the year
date. These combined “Franco” town post-
marks were mostly used alone, but some post
offices needlessly always added the regular
town postmark.

Mention should be made here of a small
group of postmarks which were used on un-
paid letters. Such markings were not custom-
ary in Austria and the few known examples
were locally made types, which included the
word “PORTO,” the equivalent Austrian
term for “Unpaid.” Wien used a special,
fancy framed ‘“Unpaid” postmark, inscribed

LIPPA
PORTO

So4

\Wier: Tearc \

505

Fig. 504, 505. “UNPAID” TOWN POSTMARKS.
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506

Fig. 506. RATE POSTMARK.

“Wien Tax,” continuously from 1824 up to
the end of the pre-stamp period, on the face
of arriving unpaid letters only.

There were, unlike many other countries,
no stamped rate markings in Austria during
the pre-stamp period. The rates, paid ones
as well as those to be collected, were written
on in ink or red pencil. Aside from some
City Posts, which used stamped rate mark-
ings, the only exception we found was a letter
from Reute in Tyrol to Linz in Upper Aus-
tria, dated April 24, 1850, with a large
stamped “12” on the address side. The use
of such a stamped rate mark is somewhat of
a mystery and needs further investigation to
clarify the origin and history of this uniquely
known stamped rate marking.

“Registered’” Postmarks and ‘‘Regis-
tered” Town Postmarks

As in the case of the “Paid” postmarks, the
special markings for registered letters can
also be separated into two groups, simple
“Registered” postmarks and postmarks which
were a combination of town and “Registered”
postmark.

No stamped markings of this kind can be
found of the 18th century. But during the
Bavarian occupation of several provinces,
handstamps with the French word “Charge,”
the term at that time used by the French for
“Registered,” were used there since 1811 on
registered letters. No stamped “Registered”
markings are known under Austrian rule un-
til after 1818, when the first such markings
were introduced in the Twenties. The Aus-
trian term was “‘Recomandirt,” sometimes
written “Recomendirt,” both with a single or
double “m,” or occasionally “Recomando,”
used also in various abbreviations, as “Reco-
mand.”, “Recomend.”, “Recommd.”, “Re-

comdt.”, “Recoman.”, “Recomen.”, “Reco-
ma.”, and most frequently “Recom.”. Un-
usual spellings, “Recomandiert,” “Rekoman-
dirt” and similar, can also be found occasion-
ally. In the Italian-speaking parts of the
country the Italian term “Raccomandata” or
abbreviated “Raccom.” was used. In Hun-
gary, during the Revolution of 1848, a few
postmarks with the Hungarian term “4jan-
lott” were introduced and used for a few
years. Besides these, a number of “Charge”
postmarks, left over from Bavarian Occupa-
tion, were used at formerly Bavarian-occu-
pied post offices, but surprisingly also at a few
others. The types were straight lines, as well
as cnes with rectangular or oval frames. A
few curved and fancy postmarks can also be
found. Lettering was in Roman, italics or
script.

Most of the “Registered” postmarks of the
Twenties and Thirties were locally manufac-
tured, but several regional groups seem to
exist, such as the curved types, which were
characteristic of post offices in Galicia and
Bucovina, as well as a few other types not so
distinct. They were mostly used only by
larger post offices; the smaller ones continued
to use the conventional manuscript markings
as indeed did a number of large post offices
permanently or occasionally. An order issued
in 1838 introduced the: “Registered” post-
marks generally at all post offices and begin-
ning May 1, 1839, all registered letters
should have received the special “Registered”
postmarks. The order was almost generally
obeyed, but quite a number of post offices
used regularly, and occasionally also others,
for many years to come the old manuscript
marking method, because of permanent or
temporary lack of a “Registered” postmark.
Several post offices, for good measure, used
both marking methods, manuscript marking
and handstamp, on the same letter.

The “Registered” postmarks had to be used
in addition to the regular postmarks and let-
ters were handled usually in that way. Only
in very rare cases and obviously by error,
covers which have only a registered but no
town postmark can be found.

On opposite page:
Fig. 507 to 546. “REGISTERED” POSTMARKS.
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Fig. 549 to 573. “REGISTERED” TOWN POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks, straight line
and with oval, circular or rectangular frame.
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-
V.WIEN.RECOM: vMAISSAU.
547 RECOMMANDIRT,
548
|
Fig. 547, 548. “REGISTERED” TOWN POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks with “V.” before

the town name.

ZWITTAU &
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ﬁicolsburg
W

579
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58l

Fig. 574 to 584. ‘‘REGISTERED” TOWN POSTMARKS. Dateless postmarks, ornamented
or with fancy frame.

The “Registered” town postmarks, which Wien, 1824, and is also remarkable through
combined town and ‘“Registered” postmark, the fact that the town name is preceded by
made such mistakes impossible. It seems that a “V.,” which is unusual on this type of post-
they were older than the separate “Regis- mark. Although most of these “Registered”
tered” markings. The first one is known from town postmarks obviously were locally made
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Fig. 585 to 590. ‘“REGISTERED” TOWN POSTMARKS. Dated postmarks.

and partly show very fancy and attractive de-
signs, some regional types can be recognized,
such as ovals in Hungary and fancy ribbon
types, mostly showing two snake heads, in
Croatia-Slavonia and the Croatian-Slavonian
Military Border District. Some of the nicest
Austrian pre-stamp postmarks belong to this
group, which shows sometimes also additional
inscriptions, such as the “N B” for “Nota
Bene,” taken over from the manuscript mark-
ings, or “No.” with space for manuscript in-
sertion of a number. One postmark even
showed the inscription “Franco und Recom-
mandirt,” being therefore a “Paid Registered”
town postmark. A few of the “Registered”
town postmarks had space provided in their
design to insert the town name or the date by
separate handstamps.

Fig. 591. “PAID REGISTERED” TOWN POST-
MARK. ;

After May 1, 1839, when ‘“Registered”
postmarks were generally introduced at all
post offices, comparatively few new ‘“Regis-
tered” town postmarks appeured. Some of
these new postmarks included the date. The
great majority of post offices received cen-
trally manufactured simple “RECOM.” post-
marks in Roman letters or italics, and many
others procured for themselves locally or re-
gionally made similar postmarks, some of
them also in script letters or with various
frames. When postage stamps were intro-
duced, the use of “Registered” postmarks was
continued and they were kept generally in use
for several decades, before they were replaced
by “Registered” labels in the late Eighties.
Only some of the combined “Registered”
town postmarks were also regularly used as
cancellers. Most of them were used alone,
but a number of post offices used “Registered”
town postmarks in addition to the regular
town postmarks.

Arrival Postmarks

Even before the first postmarks appeared,
the regulations for the post offices provided
that the date of arrival had to be marked on
the back of each letter in ink or red pencil.®
Only a few post offices complied with this
order and we find such manuscript markings
quite infrequently on early letters. But when
some post offices introduced their first post-

296 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 4



AUSTRIA PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS

Jb 3. T 17. fprif, ¥ e A5
592 593 594
6 Yber 23<fen Do, J 18ten Pai
| 595 el 597 ]

Fig.: 592 t0.:597,

marks, they also created at the same time or
only a few years later, special postmarks to
stamp the day of arrival on the back of let-
ters.

The oldest known arrival postmark of this
kind was used in 1758 at Oedenburg. Other
post offices followed hesitantly with locally
made types. Only since 1781, following new
regulations, did a greater number of the large
post offices start to use date postmarks on
the back of arriving letters. A type in text
letters, obviously centrally manufactured
showing the month in letters, preceded by a
sign which meant “Den” (“The”), was main-
ly used.

When, after 1790 the use of town post-
marks ceased, the arrival postmarks were
also abolished. But a few post ofhices, after
ceasing to use their regular town postmarks,
continued to use the arrival postmarks a few
vears longer. Letters from this period some-

ARRIVAL POSTMARKS.

18th century date postmarks.

times show only an arrival postmark on the
back, but no other postmark.

When at the end of 1817 the general intro-
duction of postmarks was ordered, the in-
structions provided that the arrival date had
to be marked on the back of all letters in ink
or red pencil. It seems that the General
Postal Administration was not aware of the
fact that decades before a number of post
offices had used spe:ial postmarks for that
purpose. A number of them still had these
old date postmarks and started to use them
again in 1818; others created similar new
ones, which for the first time frequently in-
cluded the year date. All these new date
postmarks seem to have been locally or re-
gionally made and they vary in shape and let-
tering, some of them consisting only of figures.
At the same time, in 1818, arrival postmarks
appeared which included also the name of the
post office; similar arrival postmarks can be

20MAJ.  76.NOVEM:
598 599
den? i.
gui.  DEC. 2.
602
8 Den 22. MARZ 1819
N & 606
Zf" 2. JUNII.824
608 609

70.0CTOBER |8
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607

241220
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Fig. 598 to 611.
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Fig. 612 to 624. ARRIVAL POSTMARKS.

found in isolated cases even a few years ear-

lier. These arrival town postmarks, although
they did not comply with the regulations,
come from a number of large post offices and
had, due to local manufacture, various shapes
and lettering. In a number of cases the post
offices stamped their dateless town postmarks
as arrival postmarks on the back of letters
and added the date in manuscript. The small
post offices usually wrote only the date in
manuscript on the back of the arriving letters,
but quite frequently we find no arrival mark-
ings at all. Even some large post offices did
so or started to use arrival postmarks only
at a later date.

As early as the Twenties a few post offices
had started to use the regular postmarks also
as arrival postmarks and this sensible practice
was generally adopted when the use of arrival
postmarks at all post offices was ordered be-
ginning May 1, 1839. Only the large post
offices had to provide special dated town post-
marks for this purpose, while all other post
offices were to use their regular town post-
marks as arrival postmarks on the back of
letters. The special arrival postmarks of
large post offices were frequently of a design
similar to the regular town postmarks, and
only distinguished by their use, not by their

Dated town postmarks.

type. The special “Franco” arrival post-
marks, used for paid letters arriving at Wien,
have already been mentioned with the “Paid”
postmarks. They also have, until 1837, the
distinction of being stamped on the address
side of the letters. Wien had several other
special arrival postmarks, the last one, used
since 1848, showed in a box the town name,
date and delivery number, which added
“Best.”, abbreviation for “Bestellung,” which
means ‘“‘delivery.”

The special arrival town postmarks were
also occasionally used at some post offices as
regular town postmarks for outgoing mail,
in which case the distinction between regular
town postmarks and arrival town postmarks
is beclouded. In a few isolated cases, even
date postmarks without town name have been
used—by error or in emergencies—on out-
going mail. On the other hand, some post
offices used the date postmarks, which they
added since 1839 to their dateless town post-
marks, also alone as arrival postmarks.

Other Additional Postal Markings

Comparatively few additional markings, for
which postmarks were used, can be found on
Austrian pre-stamp covers and all are of the
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Fig. 625 to 630.

last three decades of the pre-stamp period.
They were to a large extent markings, which
were to provide the mailmen, who handled
the letters, with information about the appli-
cation of rates or other regulations, but in a
few cases also to explain to the addressee the
route the letter took or a delay in the mailing
of it.

In this latter group belong all postmarks
which show how the letter was transported.
On letters from Austrian ports, which went
by ship, generally a manuscript marking was
used. In all coastal regions of Austria and
on ships, Italian was the customary language;
these markings therefore read “Via di Mare,”
meaning “By Sea.” In the last decade of the
pre-stamp period we also found occasionally
handstamps with the same wording on letters.
But all of them seem to have been applied not
at the Austrian port of departure but at a
foreign port on arrival and none of them is
undoubtedly of Austrian origin.

63|
CONTRO 633
632
-
Fig. 631 to 633. CONTROL POSTMARKS.
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“TOO LATE” POSTMARKS.

Another group of postmarks, belonging to
the explanatory kind, are the “Too Late”
postmarks. They had the inscription “Nach
Abgang der Post,” which means “After de-
parture of the mail” and were put on letters
which were mailed after the last mail of the
day was shipped and therefore had to be held
over to the next day. Only the largest post
offices had such handstamps and they are
found quite infrequently. In the Italian-
speaking parts of the country, the term “Dopo
la Partenza,” simply meaning “After De-
parture,” was used.

Only for internal information were “con-
trol” handstamps, which showed that a letter
was checked by a supervising postal agent in
regard to application of rates, regulations etc.
The frequent violations of postal rules by
some post offices led to establishment of a con-
trol system, which first worked without leav-
ing marks on the letters checked. Later, in
the Thirties, the supervising agents seemed
to want to show the extent of their work by
using special control markings, usually found
on the backs of letters. They consisted of
the word “Control” or abbreviated “Contro”
or even simply “C.”

T R.

635

WA.B.

o34

Fig. 634, 635. “FORWARDED”
and TRANSIT POSTMARK.

POSTMARK
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GRENZE ZFRONTIERE
636 637

(0.B.C

&.BAD.C.
639

Fig. 636, 637. ‘PAID TO BORDER” POST-
MARKS.

For Forwarded Letters, a special marking
was used in Wien, to show that additional
postal fees had to be collected from the ad-
dressee. This marking consisted of the let-
ters “W. A. B.” only, abbreviation for
“Wiener Abzug Brief” (meaning roughly
“Deductible letter from Wien”) and can be
found only infrequently.

On letters, which went from one Austrian
province to another in transit through the
Kingdom of Lombardy-Venetia, for example
from Triest to Southern Tyrol, we can find a
marking “7. R.”, which probably meant
“Transito Regno” (Transit Kingdom).

A greater number of postal markings can
be found on letters to foreign countries.
First all these markings, especially regarding
rates and route, were made in manuscript.
But later, when it became possible to pay
postage for letters to some foreign countries
either to the Austrian border or to the desti-
nation, frequent mistakes led in 1841 to the
introduction of a special postmark “GREN-
ZE,” meaning “Border” which was applied
by large post offices or by border post offices,
handling the exchange of letters to foreign
countries, on letters prepaid only to the bor-
der. This handstamp was used in addition
to the “FRANCO” markings, on the address
side of the letters. In the Italian-speaking
parts of the country and for letters to Italy,
a marking “FRONTIERE”, of the same
meaning, was used.

When the first postal treaties were con-

cluded with foreign countries, they necessi-
tated the use of certain markings, which were

Fig. 638, 639. “TREATY" POSTMARKS.

partly applied by handstamps. For example,
letters to Bavaria at reduced rates received
in the Forties a marking “O. B. C.”, which
seems to have stood for “Oesterreichisch-
Bayrische Convention” (Austrian-Bavarian
I'reaty). For letters from Bavaria to Aus-
tria, similar markings, but lettered “B. O.
C.”, were used at the same time. For letters
to and from Baden markings “Oe. Bad. C.”
and “Bad. Oe. C.” were used. These and
similar markings lead to the large group of
origin markings, which were stamped on for-
eign letters to show whence the letter came.
Such markings, usually with the name of the
country of origin, were used by several coun-
tries. Austria started to use such markings
on incoming foreign mail shortly after 1818.
They gave only the name of the country of
origin in French and no other indication.
Similar markings, found on Austrian letters
to foreign countries, were applied outside of
Austria and are therefore not Austrian post-
marks.

Money letters, which included currency or
bank notes, could be presented for mailing
open or, for a lower fee, sealed. 1f mailed
open, the mail coach service, which handled
all money letters, certified the contents of the
letter, by using its own wax seal for sealing
it. On the other hand, if mailed sealed, mail
coach agencies did not guarantee the contents,
only the intactness of the private wax seals.
In the late Thirties, special handstamps
“Nach Angabe” or “Laut Angabe,” meaning
“As stated” were placed on such letters, to
show that the given contents was claimed by
the sender, but not guaranteed by the mail
coach service.

Cracovie.
64%0

Turquie.

RUSSIE

642

Fig. 640 to 642. AUSTRIAN ORIGIN POSTMARKS for mail from abroad.
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NACH ANGABE

o3

LAUT ANGABE
6u4

Fig. 643, 644. MONEY LETTER POSTMARKS.

Disinfection Markings

The spread of deadly contagious diseases,
especially cholera, early in the 18th century
alarmed most European countries. As mod-
ern scientific knowledge concerning the nature
of these diseases was lacking, among other
things letters also came under suspicion as
possible carriers of disease. We know now,
that letters could not carry disease from one
place to another, but at that time, such a
suspicion was sufficient to warrant thorough
action. Disinfection of letters which came

from disease-ridden countries, especially Tur-
key and Russia, was introduced by almost all
countries in the 18th century. The letters
were usually disinfected by fumigation; they
were opened, fumigated and closed again, or
holes were punched in them by a special de-
vice, called “Rastel” in Austria, or they were
simply fumigated on the outside. The job of
disinfection was originally done by hospitals;
later special Sanitary Stations (Sanitaets-
Stationen) on the borders were opened. Af-
ter they fumigated the letters, they re-sealed
them by using their own seals. Later in the

645
PROFUMATA AL

648

VON
AUSSEN UND INEN
GEREINIGT zu
PODGORZE

CONFINE DI MET: 2USEMLINam 68ber]833

649

Fig. 645 to 542. DISINFECTION MARKINGS for mail from abroad.
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Netto difuorae
Nettodidentro

653
NETTO DI FUORA
E DI DENTRO

655

658

Fig. 653 to 659. DISINFECTION MARKINGS for domestic mail.

18th century the first handstamped disinfec-
tion markings were introduced, to certify
proper handling of the preventive measures.
These Disinfection Markings are not post-
marks, because they were applied by the health
authorities and not by the post offices, but, as
they were used on letters, they deserve a
place in a collection of pre-stamp postmarks.

In Austria, where disinfection of foreign
letters was introduced early in the 18th cen-
tury, the first disinfection marking came in

use in 1787 at the Sanitary Station at Semlin, .

for letters arriving from the Balkans. This
and other early markings, were circular and
showed the Austrian eagle in the center, sur-
rounded by the Italian inscription “Netto de
fuora e di dentro,” meaning “Clean in- and
outside,” or “Netto fuora e sporco di dentro,”
which means “Clean outside and unclean in-
side.” TItalian inscriptions were first used ex-
clusively on these markings, because this was
the official language of the Sanitary Service
at that time. Early in the 19th century, some
markings with the Latin inscription “Sigillum
Sanitatis” appeared, followed in the Thirties
by markings with Italian or Latin inscrip-
tions, which included also the name of the
Sanitary Station. The terms, which were
used to designate the Sanitary Stations were

302 THE

quite variable at that time and they were al-
ways in German, which created a sharp con-
trast to the other inscriptions, usually in
Italian.  Terms like “Sanitaets-Anstalt”
(Sanitary Establishment), “Contumaz-Amt”
(Quarantine Ofhice), or “Rastelamt” were
used. These latter disinfection markings
came in different designs, like ovals and
occasionally straight lines, usually without
the Austrian Arms. In the last two decades
of the pre-stamp period the number of Sani-
tary Stations increased sharply, as now not
only foreign letters were disinfected, but also
letters which went from one Austrian province
to another, sometimes even from one district
of a province to another of the same province.
Several of these primarily local Sanitary
Stations but also some others had markings
with the inscriptions in German stating that
the letter was “Geraeuchert” (fumigated) or
“Von innen und aussen gereinigt” (Cleaned
in- and outside).

Disinfection of letters was also customary
after the pre-stamp period and was only
abolished in the later part of the 19th cen-
tury, when the futility of the disinfection pro-
cedure was realized.

(To be Continued)
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(Page numbers mentioned in text refer to Handbook Parts | to IV,
Collectors Club translation of Kohl’s “Greece.”’)

Second Period (1886 - 1901)

The Small Hermes Heads;
Commemorative Issue of 1896;
the Surcharged issues of 1900

Tariff regulations: During the second
period the domestic postal rates underwent
only minor changes. The Royal Decree of
Mar. 30, 1891, reduced the rate for local let-
ters in the Athens and Piraeus postal dis-
tricts, or between them, to 10 L. for each 15
grams, and for visiting cards a general local
rate of 2 L. was introduced. The same De-
cree also ordered the production of postal
stationery (letter-cards, envelopes and wrap-
pers, see the Timbre-Poste 1892, pages
39/40). Because of the depreciation of the
Greek currency two Royal Decrees of Dec.
23, 1892 announced an increase in the regis-
tration fee from 20 L. to 25 L., and from
25 L. to 30 L. for the simple foreign letter
rate, to become effective on Jan. 1, 1893.
This latter increase was handled in the fol-
lowing manner; the blue 25 L. stamps No.

83 were declared obsolete as of Dec. 31,
1892, and were superseded by the lilac 25 L.
stamps No. 85 which, in spite of their face
value, were sold for 30 L. (see further un-
der No. 87). In the latter half of 1900, and
for the same reason, the foreign rates for
parcel post and registered mail were figured
on a gold basis, and for this purpose stamps
were issued with a surcharge showing the
value and the letters A M (= Axia Metal-
liki or Value in Metal, i.e. gold).

The Small Hermes Heads

The design, original die, and the plates of
the small Hermes Heads series were pro-
duced in Belgium. The design was drawn by
H. Hendricx, and the engraver of the Bel-
gian Government Printing Office, A. Doms,
engraved the original die. The initials H. H.
of the designer, and A. D. of the engraver are
found to the left and right respectively above
the lower frame line, and below the fan-
shaped ornament under the panel containing
the currency designation. The plates were
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Belgian Good

Printing Athens Printing

prepared at the Government Printing Office
at Malines.

The first printings of the small Hermes
Heads were made in the Government Office,
after which the plates were sent to Athens,
where all further printings were made. For
this reason the small Hermes Heads are first
of all divided into two groups; the Belgian
Printings and the Athens Printings. The
Athens printings themselves were produced,
or issued, in two different periods; namely,
first, from March/August 1889 to the issu-
ing of the commemorative issue in April
1896; second, after the lepta values of the
Olympic Games issue had been used up, from
April 1898 to their withdrawal in 1900. Ac-
cordingly the small Hermes Heads break
down into three different issues:—

I Issue, consisting of the Belgian printings
Nos. 69-77, first issued officially on Apr.
1(13), 1886 (25, 50 L. and 1Dr. in ac-
cordance with the introduction of the
general Universal Postal rates in July
1883, see page 5), or February 1888 (1,
5, 10, 20, 40 L.), or August 1888 (2 L.).

II Issue, consisting of the Athens printings
of the first period 1889-1896, namely,

1st Group, covering the stamps Nos. 78-
83 (1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 25 L. blue) first is-
sued in the latter half of March/August
1889, and the 40 L. lilac No. 84 first is-
sued on Jun. 1(13), 1891.

2nd Group, covering the color changes,
and supplementary values Nos. 85-87
first issued on Jan. 1(13), 1893 (25 L.
lilac), or Jan. 26 (Feb. 2), 1893 (40 L.
blue), or Feb. 18, 1895 (1 Dr.).

Poor Coarse
Athens Printing Athens Printing

Finally, separated from the preceding groups
Ly the Olympic Games issue, the

111 Issue, covering the second period of the
Athens printings April 1898-1900, Nos.
100-105, first issued in Apr. ff, 1898 (1,
2, 5, 10, 20 and 25 L. lilac).

Means of identification: Besides the better
quality and uniformity of the printing ma-
terials used (paper and printing ink), the
Pelgian printings are distinguished from the
Athens printings by the printing results. In
the Belgian printings all details of the en-
graving, especially the shading lines of the
cheek, back of the neck, and throat, are ren-
dered clear, fine, and sharp. The contour of
the Hermes Head stands out clearly from the
background of the medallion, and the back-
ground of the medallion is neither porous
(light areas) nor over-inked, but is uniformly
covered. In the horizontal lower panel con-
taining the currency designation the trans-
verse hatchings are clearly distinguishable in
all of the values from the 2 L. on.

In the Athens printings the reproduction
of the engraving is generally coarser. Some
of its details are almost always smeared,
blurred, or incompletely printed. The shad-
ing lines of the Hermes Head are less sharp,
heavier, and, in the majority of the printings,
more or less smeared. The color area of the
medallion is always more or less porous
(broken up by light spots), or over-inked.
In the latter instance the medallion back-
ground often shows a mosaic-like pattern of
light and dark spots. The transverse hatch-
ings of the lower panel are more or less
fused, and the lettering usually appears as if
set against a solid background.
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The printing is not sufficient, however, for
distinguishing between the two Athens issues.
The first printings of the II Issue are gen-
erally still good (1889), even though from
the beginning they are not as fine as the Bel-
gian printings, and become generally coarse
and smeared by 1896. The III Issue, how-
ever, again starts out in the Spring of 1898
with very good, in some instances actually
fine impressions in the majority of the values,
which then deteriorate more rapidly to com-
pletely smeared impressions. Other charac-
teristics for distinguishing specific printings,
as they are found in the large Hermes Heads,
are lacking at the present stage of our knowl-
edge of the small Hermes Heads, so that
differences in the paper becomes the princi-
pal basis for distinguishing between the II
and the III Issues of the Athens printings, as
the paper of the II Issue also has a number
of typical characteristics. These differences
are found chiefly in the color of the paper.
At first, this is decidedly yellowish, brownish,
or yvellowish-grey, then less yellowish, but
still decidedly dull and dirty in the II Issue,
and a dull pure white (so-called “sugar-
white”) in the III Issue. There are other
differences between the II and III Issues,
again chiefly in the paper, which will be dis-
cussed under the issues themselves. The
separation of the two groups of the II Issue
will be discussed under that Lssue.

The following restriction must be added
to this preliminary survey; in spite of the
quite ready separation of the Belgian from
the Athens printings, a certain amount of ex-
perience is necessary in some instances to
separate them on this basis alone. There
are, for example, occasional heavy Belgian
printings, in which the background of the me-
dallicn is not quite smooth, etc., but especial-
ly there are certain Athens impressions that
are hardly inferior to the Belgian. Such in-
stances are found in the earliest printings of
the II Issue (for example, in the 20 L. val-
ue), and similar fine Athens prints are actu-
ally typical in the first printing of the III
Issue, particularly in the higher values
(among which the 25 L. is definitely identi-
fied by its color). We are evidently again
concerned with a thorough plate cleaning and
a new underlay when the plates were again
put into use in the Spring of 1898, followed
by a rapid deterioration of the printing re-
sults, just as has been noted in the later is-

sues of the large Hermes Heads. In such
cases attention should be paid to the other
identification marks that will be given. It
will be even more necessary to do this with
the 1T and III issues (the two Athens print-
ing periods), because in the first group of the
IT Issue the paper varies considerably, and is
also generally more yellowish or brownish
than that of the second group. In question-
able circumstances other specific identifica-
tion marks given under the issues should be
noted.

Plates and Sheet Arrangement: The print-
ed sheets contained six (3 x 2) separated
panes of fifty stamps (5 x 10). This sheet
arrangement is confirmed by press reports of
that time, and by unsevered sheets. Pember-
ton and others had previously assumed that
the Belgian sheets were arranged in two
panes of fifty, but in a first report concern-

ing the new Greek issue, the Illustriertes

Briefmarken Journal of 1889, page 9o, states
“300 in a sheet.” Accordingly the plates of
the small Hermes Heads undoubtedly already
contained 3 x 2 panes of fifty in Malines.

Further pertinent information can be added
to the foregoing:7¢

The original die, probably engraved in
steel, contained no indication of value. Indi-
vidual numerals and monetary inscriptions,
i. e, AEIITON, AEIITA or APAXMH, were
struck separately and inserted to secure the
desired denomination.

The Mint employed this master die to
strike ten single cliches and from these, ar-
ranged in two horizontal rows of five, made
a series of blocks of ten electrotypes.

These blocks, in turn, were placed in rows
to form a rectangle containing fifty cliches
which was duplicated electro-chemically six
times to make up the printing plate.

A single die, cliches for each denomination,
blocks of ten cliches in zinc and the actual
plates from which the 10, 25, 40, 50 L. and
1 Dr. stamps were printed have been found
at the Government Printing Office in Athens.

The 300 subject sheets of the Athens print-
ings were delivered to the post offices uncut,
and from a statement in the Philatelist of
1892, page 284, it is certain that the per-

0 Editor’s Note. This information was not included in
the Kokl Handbook but was published by the Hellenic
Philatelic Society of Athens in a supplement to their
magzazine Philotelia.
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forated 300-subject sheets were also deliv-
ered to the post offices unsevered. This can
only have reference to the comb-perforation
13%% which was supplied at the Mint, be-
cause the 1114 perforation was produced
only at the main post office in Athens.

The official perforations: As we have al-
ready seen under the large Hermes Heads,
pages 159/161, there are two official perfora-
tions, the comb-perforation 1375, made on
the machine obtained in Paris and set up in
the Mint," and the line-perforation 1114,
made on the machine procured in Leipzig
and set up in the main post office of Athens.
The 13%% perforation, therefore, was applied
to the sheets before they were distributed to
the post offices, and they were distributed in-
discriminately with unperforated sheets. On
the other hand, the 1124 perforation was ap-
plied at the post office in Athens after it re-
ceived the unperforated sheets from the dis-
tributing office.  Stamps perforated 1115
were used almost exclusively in Athens,
Piraeus and nearby offices.

From this circumstance Dr. C. S. Socolis
has reasoned, Philatelist, 1892, pages 284/5
that the Athens post office perforation 115
should not be recognized as having the same
standing as the 13%% perforation applied by
the Mint, but should be placed in the same
category as the perforations of other pro-
vincial post offices (which apparently also
had official sanction at that time) as, for ex-
ample, in Acarnania, or the Susse perforations
of France. However, this conception is in-
correct because the press of that time was
unanimous in stating that the line-perforat-
ing machine procured in Leipzig was not
bought by the Athens post office, or its post-
master, but that it was ordered by the Post
Office Department (or perhaps by the Greek
Government itself) who then had the second
machine, perforating 1124, set up in the place
of greatest stamp demand. Moreover, the
Greek Post Office Department did not con-
sider the perforated stamps to be a separate
issue, but issued them indiscriminately with
the unperforated stamps. As a matter of

" Editor’s Note. The Greek comb machine perforated
each of the ten stamps in a single vertical row on
three sides in one operation. The sheet was then
moved and the next row perforated in the same manner.
Since the horizontal perforations were not made in one
continuous straight line it is usually possible to detect
counterfeits made on a line-perforating machine.

fact post offices, or official agencies, received
a somewhat higher rebate on the face value
of sheets sent them unperforated by the dis-
tributing office (compare footnote [27] page
49). For these reasons the 1174 perforations
can by no means be placed in the same cate-
gory as those of certain provincial offices, or
even those of AMPHISSA, PATRAS, and
others (see footnote [2%] page 46).

In the Spring of 1889 (early May at the
latest) the French technician perforated ex-
perimentally a small number of sheets of each
value of both the Belgian and Athens print-
ings, with the exception of the 50 L. and 1 Dr.
values, according to official information from
the Post Office Department (compare the
Timbre-Poste, 1890, page 82). At that time,
as we shall see later, there could have been
available only the 1, 20 and 25 L. values of
the Athens printings.

With the exception of the 1 and 20 L.

Athens printing these first 1314 perforation
experiments were not distributed. However,
specimens have apparently gotten into col-
lector possession. In any event the occur-
rence of the 1 and 40 L. of the Belgian
printing, and the 25 L. of the first Athens
printing, genuinely perforated 134 is pos-
sible, but only as unissued trial perforations.
The 1 and 20 L. stamps of the Athens print-
ing were actually officially distributed and is-
sued with this perforation, and in the 20 L.
stamps it possibly included a somewhat larger
number of sheets produced after the first
trials. The 20 L. stamps No. 82A (per-
forated 13%2) were first issued in SYROS on
May 16(28), 1889 78, whereas an apparently
larger number came into circulation in Athens
from February 1890 on.
The sheets of the 1 L. stamps No. 78A (per-
forated 1375) were sent to PATRAS where
they were sold over the counter in the latter
half of 1889. This instance apparently con-
cerned a few sheets only, of which one un-
severed sheet of 300 was discovered by a
philatelist and purchased by him (compare
Philatelist 1892, page 284).

As early as June 1899, after the departure
of the French technician, the 1314 perforat-
ing machine was so badly damaged during
further perforating trials by the Athens per-
sonnel that it had to be sent away for repairs.
It was not until early March 1891 that it
was again set up in the Mint and put into
operation. At this time the first large regular
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perforating run was made on the 2 L. No.
79Ba Athens printing which was not issued
unperforated. Afterwards the Mint perfor-
ating machine was used only once more,
namely, for a second, or partial, perforating
run of the 40 L. No. 84 Athens printing.

The following stamps are the only ones
issued with the 13%5 perforation:—Nos. 78,
79, 82 and 84 Athens printings; the Belgian
printings up to and including the 40 L.; the
25 L. Athens printing with trial perforations,
which was not issued, and can therefore only
occur unused. As the Mint was hardly ac-
cessible to the public (for philatelic purposes),
it is unlikely that other values exist with a
genuine 13%% perforation.

The 11% line-perforating machine, pro-
cured in Leipzig, was first used in March
1891 at the main post office in Athens, which
issued for the first time, on Mar. 18(30),
1891, the Athens printings of the 1, 5, 10, 20
and 25 L. values (Nos. 78, 80/83), and the
Belgian printings of the 40, 50 L. and 1 Dr.
valves (Nos. 75/77) with the 1114 perfora-
tion. The machine remained in the main
post office until 1901, during which time it
continved to be used for all of the unperfor-
ated sheets of the Athens printings sent it
by the Mint. In connection with the 111%
perforation, the only question remaining is
whether there were official stocks on hand in
the main post office of Athens of other of the
Belgian printings than the three highest values
that were perforated 1174 to meet require-
ments, or for convenience in separation.

We have already seen that it was possible
for the public to have its unperforated stamps

" According to the Illustriertes Briefmarken Journal
1889, page 325, one of its readers submitted a 20 L.
stamp with 1374 perforation purchased and cancelled in
SYROS. It concerned a Belgian impression, the infor-
mation was also reported to the Timbre-Poste by its
correspondent in PATRAS. However, on the basis
of copies submitted to him, Moens was able to de-
termine that they were Athens first printings ( Timbre-
Poste 1890, page 82). Dr. C. S. Socolis also ex-
pressly states (Philatelist 1892, page 284) that the
20 L. stamps distributed with the 1314 perforation,
and also the perforated 1 L. stamps of 1889, already
were Athens printings. In part the reproduction of
the first 20 L. Athens printing is still such an
excellent one that, lacking a larger amount of material
for comparison, it might readily be mistaken for a
Belgian printing.

perforated (111%) at the Athens post office.
In time this privilege was more and more ex-
ploited, to create artificial rarities for phila-
telic purposes to the extent that even older
issues, no longer in the official stock of the
post office, were handed in for perforating.
We have learned that at that time sheets of
the 1 and 2 L. stamps with the large Hermes
Heads were still on hand at the main post
office, and that they were perforated 1135,
so that at least the possibility exists that
sheets of the 1-25 L. Belgian printings were
also still on hand in March 1891, and that
they were also perforated to simplify sepa-
ration. Dr. Socolis states, in his repeatedly-
mentioned article, “We should not be sur-
prised, therefore, if we find the entire Bel-
gian issue of 1886-1888 perforated 11%4,” a
remark which carries greater weight because
the article seeks to challenge generally the
standing of the 114 perforations.

In the first half of 1891, when, after the
erection of the perforating machine, the main
post office had probably perforated its stock
of older sheets, and when a misuse of the
machine had probably not yet taken place,
the press did not report a single value of
the Belgian printings, other than the three
highest values, with the 1124 perforation
(whereas the Timbre-Poste reported the 1.
and 2 L. large Hermes heads, together with
the first small Hermes heads, in this per-
foration). Moreover the occurrence of such
specimens (Trans: other than the three high-
est values of the Belgian printings) was not
reported before 1894. Only the 1 L. value
is mentioned in the Timbre-Poste of April
1891 as being perforated both 114 and 1325,
and in a manner indicating that the first in-
stance could be the Belgian printing No. 69
(this seems improbable because the Timbre-
Poste does not catalogue No. 69 with perfora-
tion 11% until September 1894). According-
ly only Nos. 75-77 (and possibly No. 69) of
the Belgian printings, and all of the Athens
printings (that is, all values, but not all va-
rieties) of the II and III issues were regu-
larly and officially perforated 114.

Regarding other line-perforations, or per-
forations of certain provincial post offices, see
under the issues of 1889/96 and 1898.
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1886, Apr. 1(13) (Nos. 74, 76, 77)/ 1888, Feb. (Nos. 69, 71, 72, 73, 75) Aug. (No.

70).

First issue of the small Hermes Heads.
at the Belgian Governmental Printing Office at Malines.
Smooth, fine, light yellowish to light brownish gum.

Fine Belgian typography, printed
White, satined paper.
All values issued un-

perforated only until 1891 (a), Nos. 75-77 (perhaps No. 69 also) issued with

the line-perforation 111

(b) of the Athens main post office in Athens and

Piraeus beginning Mar.

18 (30), 1891.

perforated between, vertically and horizontally.

Munk Scott

(a)
unperforated
unused used

69 64,81 1 L. light (yellowish) brown (Feb.

1888) —.40 —.30
70 65,82 2 L. grey vyellowish brown (Aug.

188%) 3.— 8.—
71 66, 83 5 L. light (yellowish) green (Feb.

1888) 2.50 —.40
72 67,84 10 L. orange yellow (Feb. 1888) 260 1.—
T3 68, 85 20 L. rose carmine (Feb. 1888) 5.— —.25
74 69, 86 25 L. grey-blue, blue (Apr. 1, 1886) 6.— 25
T5 70, 87 40 L. purple violet (Feb. 1888) 20— 12.—
76 71, 88 50 L. grey-green (Apr. 1, 1886) 1.75 —.75
v 72,89 1 Dr. grey (Apr. 1, 1888) 10.— —.75

The perforated stamps are known un-

(b)
perforated 11/2
unused used

22.— 18.—
3.— 1.26
8.— —.b0

Dates of issue: The new values of 25,
50 L. and 1 Dr. were made necessary in
July 1881 by the introduction of the universal
rates of the Universal Postal Union (in place
of the previous transition rates, see page 5).
They were issued on Apr. 1, 1886 in accord-
ance with a Royal Decree of Mar. 29, 1886
(reproduced in the Timbre-Poste 1886, p. 37).
The exact dates of issue, in 1888, of the re-
maining values has not yet been definitely
determined. According to the Timbre-Poste
they were to have been issued on Feb. 1,
but according to reliable information to the
Illustriertes Briefmarken Journal (1888,
page 80) they had not been issued by Feb.
14 (possibly Feb. 2, old style), but all of the
values, excepting the 2 L. were issued dur-
ing February. According to Gianniotti how-
ever, the complete series, including the 2 L.
value, was obtainable directly from Belgium,
from non-official sources, from Jan. 1, 1888
on. According to Glasewald, the 2 L. value
was not issued officially until August 1888,
although it.had also been sent to Athens in
early 1888. Supposedly a large part of the
2 L. delivery was diverted in transit, and the
remainder reaching Athens was so small that
it seemed questionable at first if it should be
issued at all. However, this much may be
said, that 2 L. Belgian printings regularly
used (bearing regular cancellations) during
the currency of the I issue are dispropor-
tionately scarce.
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Regarding the first issue of the three high-
est values with the 1174 perforation, see the
foreword to this section.

Sheet arrangement, marginal imprints,
ruled medallion ground: The Belgian sheets
contained 300 stamps in six (3 x 2) separated
panes of 5 x 10 stamps each. The spacing
between the panes was very wide, ca. 2.5 cm.
vertically, and 2.75 cm. horizontally.

(DEPOT 1885)

Two control stamps, and a sheet serial
number were impressed in the margins of
each sheet. One control stamp was a rec-
tangle with beveled corners, 4 cm. long and
1 cm. high, containing the one-line inscrip-
tion DEPOT 1885 (or 1887). According
to Article 6 of the Decree of Jan. 3, 1860 of
the Belgian Ministry (see Philatelist Belge
1928, page 225) it was to be applied to the
unprinted sheets before delivery to the print-
ing office to prevent any misuse of the issued
sheets. Its purpose and use was exactly the
same as for the Greek control stamps illus-
trated on pages 43 and 122, and the Belgian
regulation was practically the same as the
Greek regulation descrited in the footnote on
page 43. The fact that these control stamps
bore the year date 1885 on the values is-
sued in 1886, and the year date 1887 on the
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values issued in 1888, does not prove, as
Glasewald assumed, that the former had al-
ready been printed in 1885, and the latter in
1887. Glasewald found the control stamp of
the paper depot partly in the upper, and
partly in the lower sheet margins, at first in
red, and later in black ink.

The other control stamp was about 1.2 cm.
long and about 1.1 cm. high, with slightly
concave beveled corners, containing the three
line inscription ATELIER-DU-TIMBRE.
According to Article 10 of the above-men-
tioned Decree it was to be applied immedi-
ately after each printing, on each printed
sheet, by the official in charge of the print-
ing office. According to the regulation it was
to be applied in the left hand margin. Glase-
wald found it in black only.

AT?)I;JER
TIMBRE

\\

Finally, in accordance with an older regu-
lation, the sheet enumeration, in the form:
SERIE (followed by the code letter of the
particular series, for example, B) NO. (fol-
lowed by a six digit number, for example,
001,458) was applied typographically by the
paper depot, by means of a numbering de-
vice, at the same time as the control stamp,
and for the same purpose.?® We have found
it in red only, in the left hand sheet margins
reading up, and in the right hand margins
reading down. These circumstances explain
why the later Greek control stamp can never
occur in the margins of the Belgian print-
ings.

The chief characteristics of the fine Bel-
gian printings have been described in the
foreword. In the Sachse-Blankenese col-
lection we have noted copies of the 25, 50 L.
and 1 Dr. stamps in which the background
of the medallion showed a regular, fine, but
very distinct horizontal ruling. We have also

5 Editor’s Note. Each denomination constituted a dif-
ferent series, as follows:

Series
Series

A, 2
B,
Series C,
D
E,
F,

5

Series 1
Series

Series
Series G,

3
Series H, 20

N = g = O

G BT o

found 40 L. stamps which showed a vertical
or a horizontal ruling in the weaker-inked
areas of the background of the medallion.
In the Belgian printings this appearance seems
like a fine weave-like offset. This is note-
worthy, because in the Athens printings simi-
lar appearances seem to be due only to a
surface-ruling of the paper (compare page
40, and also under the II issue of the small
Hermes Heads).

e AT 000097

The paper is white, satined, and has a more
or less distinct vertical mesh which is often
more readily noted in the gum than by trans-
parency.

Regarding the 1114 perforation, which be-
cause of the place of its production, occurs
preponderately with the cancellations of
ATHENS or PIRAEUS, refer to the fore-
word. The 13%4 perforation can occur only
in the values up to 40 L. inclusive, and then
only as experimental and unissued. Stamps
with the 1114 perforation are found in verti-
cal and horizontal pairs unperforated be-
tween (premium about 30% ).

Stamps of the first issue with coat-of-arms
cancellations, or the like will be described
later.

Dates of issue, changes of color: The dates
of issue given, based on reports of the press
of that time, or those of Glasewald, who re-
ceived a record of them from an Athens post
office official with whom he was acquainted,
can only be considered to be approximate. Of
the latter we were able to pre-date some by
several months. However, the 2 L. stamps
(perforated 13%4), and the 40 L. stamps (un-
perforated and perforated 13%), as well as
Nos. 85-87, were first issued on the officially
set dates.

The change in color of Nos. 85 and 86 re-
sulted from an order in the Royal Decree of
Dec. 23, 1892 (published in the Official Ga-
zette of Dec. 24, 1892) raising the foreign
postal rate for single letters from 25 to 30 L.
beginning Jan. 1, 1893. However, as Greece
belonged to the Latin currency union, and in
accordance with the regulations of the Uni-
versal Postal Union could issue only stamps
of 25 L. denomination for use on foreign
mail, it was decided to sell the 25 L. stamps
for 30 L. beginning Jan. 1, 1893. In order
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to distinguish such 25 L. stamps, the previous
blue 25 L. stamps (No. 83) were issued in
the lilac color of the 40 L. stamps (making
25 L. No. 85), and the previous lilac 40 L.
stamps were then issued in blue (making
40 L. No. 86).

The same decree also declared the blue
25 L. and the lilac 40 L. stamps (Nos. 83 and
84) obsolete as of Jan. 1, 1893, and ordered
their exchange for stamps of the same de-
nomination in the new colors by Jan. 31
(Feb. 12), 1893. It appears that during
this period the old 25 L. stamps were ex-
changed for the new ones without the 5 L.
premium. The obsolescence of the blue 25 L.
stamps, which could very well have been re-
tained after Jan. 1, 1893 for other than for-
eign letter rates, becomes even more puzzling
because a Decree of Dec. 23, 1892 increased
the previous registry fee from 20 L. to 25 L.,
and the new fee could only be made up of
two or more of the lower values because of
the lack of a 25 L. stamp procurable for that
amount. For example, after Jan. 1, 1893 it
was impossible to frank a registered single
foreign letter with a so L. stamp, or with
two 25 L. stamps, without loss to the sender.
Moreover the 25 L. letter rate had to be
paid with a 25 L. stamp bought for 30 L.,
and the registry fee, for instance, with a 20
L. + a 5 L. stamp. This peculiar compli-
cation can only be explained because it was
feared that the public would misuse the old
blue 25 L. stamps for the new 40 L. stamps
of the same color. Although the decree or-
dered them to be issued on Jan. 1, 1893, the
blue 40 L. stamps were not issued until
Jan. 20.

All unperforated stamps issued after Mar.
18, 1891, appeared in Athens at about the
same time with the 1114 perforation, which
in the 40 L. stamp No. 84 was first issued
from a second printing of July 1891, accord-
ing to Glasewald.

Plates, reproduction: The Malines (Bel-
gian) plates continued to be used in Athens,
so that the measurements between the stamps,
etc. is the same as in the Belgian printings.

The sheet margins of all Athens printings
show the Greek control stamp illustrated on
page 122 instead of the Belgian control
stamps and the sheet enumeration of the I
issue. It is usually found in one of the sheet
corners in bluish or blackish ink, and gen-
erally on the face of the sheet.

At first the Athens impressions were quite
good, even though they were coarser than
those of the Belgian printings from the begin-
ning. However, the first printings do con-
tain fine impressions (for example in the 20
L. stamps) that are almost as good as the
Belgian. In time the printing of the small
Hermes Heads became generally poorer and
more smeared, particularly after the less
glossy, and especially very thick B papers be-
gan to be used about the middle of 1891.
However, the difference in the quality of the
printing of the A and B stamps is by no
means so general that it might serve as a
means of differentiation, in fact the A and
B stamps of 1891 often show very little dif-
ference. On the other hand, the impres-
sions of the B stamps on the pronounced thick
paper are generally much poorer than those
printed on medium thick paper.

1889 (March - August) / 1895 (No. 87, Feb. 18) II Issue: Poorer Athens typography
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of the Mint Printing Office; unperforated (a) Nos. 78, 79, 82, 84; with vertical
comb-perforation 13% (b) of the Mint (No. 78 latter half of 1889, perhaps only
from PATRAS; No. 79 the entire issue of Mar. 18, 1891; No. 82 May 16, 1889
from SYROS, and Feb. ff., 1890 from Athens; No. 84 in the second issue, or
part issue of July 1891); and all values in the line-perforation 111 (x) of the
Athens main post office (Nos. 78, 80 - 83 for the first time in Mar. 18 (30),
1891; No. 79 for the first time in Jan. 15, 1892; Nos. 84 - 87, see dates of issue
in the listing).

A. (March 1889 / 1891): Thin to medium thick, hard, mostly slightly glossy
paper. Decidedly yellowish, brownish or yellowish grey, very often with a
horizontally-ribbed surface structure. From the end of April 1889 on with
sheet water-mark. Gum light to yellowish, and, on the thin paper, smooth.
Impressions good to coarse.

B. (March 1891 / 1896): Softer, spongy, unglazed paper, medium thick to
almost cardboard thickness. Color not so decidedly yellowish or brownish, not
vet white but dull or lightly tinted. TUntil 1893 Greek paper with sheet water-
mark, then Austrian paper without watermark. Gum yellowish to brownish,
and brittle in part. Impressions coarser to strongly smeared.
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First Group: Previous values up to 40 L. inclusive (Mar. 1889 /Jun. 1891)

(a.) (b.) (x.)
Munk Scott Unperf. Perf. 13 % Perf. 111
T8A —, 100 11, (a) grey-brown
(a) ca. 3/20/89
(b) Fall 1889 1.— —-75 10— 12.—
(x) 8/18/91
(b) chocolate brown 1.— —50 —.50 —.b0
78B 90a, 107 1 L. (a) brown —15 —.10 —.10 —.10
_— (b) olive-brown, grey
yellowish brown —.30 —.20 ; —.20 —.15
99, 10%7a (¢) black-brown 3.— —.75 —.50 —.20
7T9A — 2 L. pale yellowish brown —_ —— $
9B 104 2 L. (a) dull yellowish brown
(b only, 3/18/91) 1.25 1.25
_— (b) grey (shades)
(aand x 1/15/92) 4 — 3.— 6.— —.—
_— (A) vertically ribbed paper - —— —_—— ——
91a, 108 (c) stone colored 1.— 1.— 2.— 1—
91, 108a (d) ochre brown 2.— 1.20 2.50 1.60
80A — 5 L. (a) dull green
(Aug. 1889) 2.— -.50
92, 109a (b) dk. green, green
(x 3/18/91) 1.— —.25 _—
§0B —, — 5 L. (a) green, bluish green —.80 —.15 1.— —.15
92a 109 (b) dull yellowish green —.80 —.10 —.50 —.10
81A —, — 10 L. (a) deep reddish orange
(6/20/89; x3/18/91) 2.50 —.60 3.50 2.50
93,110b (b) orange, dull orange 1.75 —.50 2.— —.70
81B 93a,110 10 L. (a) ochre-orange 1.— —-.15 1.— —.15
93b, 110a (b) dull yellowish orange 1.— —-.15 1.— —.15
82A —,104a 20 L. (a) carmine rose (late
Mar. 89; (b) 5/16/89,
Syros) 3— 1.— 12.— 24—
— " (b) rosine pink (middle
1889) 8§.— 1.20
—, 104 (c) bright scarlet
(b Feb. ’90) 2.— —.50 5.50 4.50
82B —, — 20 L. (a) carmine rose
(x 3/18/91) —.40 —-.10 1.— —.10
94 141 (b) deep carmine 1.— =30 2.— —.40
_— (c) scarlet 1.50 —.20 1.75 —.25
94a, 111a (d) dull rose —.50 -.15 1.— —.10
95b, 112b 25 L. (a) ultramarine, deep
ultramarine (ca.
4/28/89) 8.— =70 20— —.—
83A 95a, 1123 (b) indigo-blue (5/10/89; 3.50 —.50 450 —.75
x 3/18/91)
83B 95¢,112 25 L. (a) blue, dull blue 1.— —.20 3.— —.70
(b) sky-blue 1.— —-.20
84 97,105, 40 L. dk. purple lilac (a and
114 x 6/1/91; b Jul. *91) —.20 —-10 25— 15.— 25.— 12,50

Second Group: Changes in Color and 1 Dr. value (1/1,/93 -2/18/95)
85 96,113 25 L. dk purple-lilac (a and x

1/1/93) 2— =10 2.— —.10

86 98,115 40 L. blue (a and x 1/20/93) 2 75 B B
87 99, 116 1 Dr. grey (a and x 2/18/95) 7.60: 2.50 16.— 5.50
With the growing deterioration of the in connection with the very poor impressions
printing results, defects began to appear in of the III issue. In this connection special
the small Hermes Heads that, at first, could mention should be made of the outer frame
be taken for signs of plate wear. This was lines, which became thicker, more smeared
a frequent erroneous assumption in the press and more uneven, and began to break up into
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sections, all developments which proved to be
merely printing irregularities in the large
Hermes Heads.

The Varieties A and B, and their paper
types: The A papers are hard, thin to medium
thick, decidedly yellowish, or brownish, to
vellowish grey, lightly satined, sometimes with
a pronounced surface gloss, and frequently
translucent. If one holds the stamps, es-
pecially mint copies, at eye-level under a
strong light, and looks across them from the
right or left margin, the surface of the paper
usually shows a peculiar striped structure. In
weakly inked copies this is occasionally re-
produced so strongly here and there that the
stamp design appears to be broken up by
white horizontal lines. We found such a
10 L. stamp in the Sachse-Blankenese col-
lection.  This horizontal surface-striping,
which is a continuous alternation of light and
dark stripes, is undoubtedly connected with
a mechanical surface-structure common to
most of the papers. The narrow stripes, be-
tween two adjacent rows of meshes, are
thicker, and, therefore, higher than the rows
of meshes, so that in calendering they are
more heavily smoothed than the lower lying
rows of meshes, and, therefore, reflect the
incident light more strongly. The correct-
ness of this explanation may be proved if one
turns the stamp 9o degrees and views it in
the same manner from the upper or lower
margin.

The A papers also frequently contained all
sorts of foreign matter which, in the weaker
instances, settled between the interstices of
the mesh rows, making them thicker or stiff-
er, whereas in stronger instances it settled
in the paper in visible isolated nodes, fibers,
or flakes. In the latter examples it can be
clearly noted how these thicker places in the
paper often took on a glossy, sometimes al-
most a polished appearance after calender-
ing, giving the whole surface of the stamp a
peculiar greasy appearance. One often has
the impression that the mill endeavored to im-
prove inferior paper by heavy calendering of
its surface. It is peculiar, however, that the
meshes, that are so clearly visible on the sur-
face of the paper when examined as above,
are indistinct, or not at all visible by trans-
parency. In through-shining light most of
the A papers simply appear glassy, cloudy, or
spattered with light spots. When the mesh

is visible it generally has a horizontal direc-
tion.

In the A papers distinction must be made
between those with and without a sheet
watermark; see illustration. The latter are
usually decidedly hard, thin, quite heavily
tinted, and, apparently, were used only in the
first months, March/April 1889. Nothing is
known regarding their source. The water-
marked paper, which was also hard, was ob-
tained from a domestic mill near Athens.
From the beginning (latter part of April
1889) it was cut into large sheets for the six
panel printings, and it varied much more in
thickness, and partly in structure.

(Reduced illustration)

The two-line watermark was so arranged
that it occurred once in each half sheet. The
upper line was about 30 cm. long, and read
XAPTHS AHMOSIAS YIIHPESIAS (pa-
per for official use). Although its double-
lined letters were about 3.7 cm. tall, larger
portions of the watermark are generally
found only in a single row of stamps of each
half sheet, because the upper parts of the
letters were usually in the sheet margin, or
in the gutter. The lower line was placed
about 7 cm. below the upper line, and con-
sisted of the two double-lined letters E X
(abbreviation for EAAHNIKON XAPTO-
ITOIEION = Greek Paper Factory). The
letters are about 1.5 cm. tall, and the line is
about 4 cm. long. Normally it also occurs
only once in each half sheet. Our measure-
ments are taken from an official circular, be-
longing to Glasewald, whose paper had the
vellowish tone, surface structure, and other
pronounced characteristics of the water-
marked paper of the II issue. The water-
mark wusually ran horizontally, but water-
marks running vertically also occur, for in-
stance, according to Glasewald, in the 1 L.
and 25 L. values. In such instances the water-
mark would be found in the extreme left
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hand margin. (With the watermark in this
position, the above described surface-striping
would run vertically instead of horizontally.)

The watermarked A paper was used until
about the Spring of 1891 (perhaps even
somewhat longer in some instances), at
which time it was displaced by other domestic,
B papers. That this change from A to B
parers must have begun early in 1891 is
shown by the 2 L. printing No. 79Ba of
March 1891, which was already printed on
B paper, and also by the first 40 L. printing
No. 84 of early June.

At first (middle of 1891 ff.) the B papers
were supplied by the Greek paper mill near
Athens, and, accordingly, they still had the
sheet watermark until 1893, when a foreign
paper without watermark was used; see be-
low. (For example, the watermark is still
found on the 10 L. post cards issued toward
the middle to latter part of 1893.) We found
our empirical determination that the water-
mark had disappeared in 1893 confirmed in
a report in the “Papierzeitung” of that time.
According to this report Greece obtained its
stamp paper, from 1893 on, from the Aus-
trian paper mill LEYKAM—JOSEPH-
STHAL. The B papers, therefore, may also
be broadly divided into two groups; those of
Greek origin with watermark (1891/1893),
and those of Austrian origin without water-
mark (1893/1896).

The B papers are softer and spongier than
the A papers, less calendered or satined, and
generally more whitish. However, they do
show all manner of intermediate stages be-
tween the practically constant yellowish,
browaish, or grey tones of the A papers, and
the pure white paper of the III issue of 1898
if. But even where the B papers are hardly
less brownish than many A papers (in many
of the lilac stamps of the 25 and 40 L. val-
ues), or where they are almost as white as
those of the 1898 ff. issue (in many of the
blue 25 and 40 L. stamps), the difference in
their entire structure, and often in their
thickness also, is so striking that the ex-
perienced collector will hardly be deceived by
the color of the paper. Especially the thick-
ness of the B papers is so palpable at times,
almost cardboard-like (in many of the 2
and 40 L. stamps), that on this basis alone
doubtful instances may be assigned to the B
group. The structure of the B papers is de-
cidedly different, at times still glossy or

cloudy, and showing a real mesh, running
vertically or horizontally, much more fre-
quently than the A papers. The above de-
scribed surface-striping, running vertically or
horizontally, can almost always be identified,
although it is generally much scarcer and
less pronounced than in the A papers be-
cause of the lighter calendering. In the
Sachse-Blankenese collection we noted a pe-
culiar occurrence on the 2 L. grey stamp No.
79Bb which has not been described hereto-
fore. It concerns two copies, of somewhat
different shades, one unperforated and the
other perforated 1115, on a vertically ribbed
paper. About 22-24 ribs occur on a normally
cut stamp in which the light ribs are some-
what broader than the intervening darker
ribs. This appearance is undoubtedly merely
accidental, because, in the perforated copy
the ribbing was not equally distinct all over.
Still the ribbing is so strong that it is ap-
parent on the face, and shows distinctly in
incident light.

As in all Athens printing results, the print-
ing colors varied unusually, which may be
partly accounted for by the numerous small
printings made for some of the values. For
example, the Philatelic Record (X1 page 133)
reported shortly after the beginning of the
Athens printings that in the time from the
end of March to the end of April 1889 three
different 20 L. printings had appeared which
differed not only in their papers but also in
their shades. According to the same source,
the 25 L. stamps were first issued in indigo
blue (reported in the (German press as pure
“Berlin-blue”) on May 10, and appeared in
a sky-blue as early as May 18.

With some experience the shades of the A
and B stamps may be distinguished quite
readily in some values for example, in the
25 L. value. In other values certain col-
lected shades are found only on the A or B
paper, for example, the real grey, also the
ochre-colored 2 L. stamps (on B paper);
certain 1 L. shades, or the real rosine-col-
ored 20 L. stamps No. 83 Ab. The latter
occur only on the A paper, and are recog-
nized by their pale color, and that most mint
copies have a light pinkish tinge on the back
from the readily soluble color. They re-
semble certain duller rosine shades of No.
67B of the large Hermes Heads so strongly
as to suggest the later use of a small color-
remainder of No. 67. However such con-
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jectures are useless because they are usually
unprovable. Precisely this not very large 20
L. printing in aniline colors is an example of
how stamps that vary very little from other
varieties of the same stamp in shade are,
nevertheless, recognized as separate varieties
because of certain characteristics. In other
instances the shades of the A stamps reap-
pear almost unchanged in the B stamps, al-
though their frequence, particularly in the
1175 perforation, is often very different. In
such instances one must rely on the particu-
lar characteristics of the paper, printing, etc.
In certain shades drier or more fluid colors
may be recognized as in the large Hermes
Heads. For example, in the 40 L. stamps
No. 84, which vary comparatively little, in
which the fluid color gives the background of
the medallion the appearance of a mosaic of
light and dark spots, especially on thick pa-
per. Other colors take on a peculiar oily
appearance, particularly in the later periods,
and begin to strike through to the back (for
example, certain shades of the 2 L. stamps),
making the constantly deteriorating printing
results of the middle 1890’s even more unsat-
isfactory.

Perforation, and other means of separation:
The occurrence, places of use, and time of
use of the two official perforations (1114
and 13%) have already been discussed fully.
The Post Office Department issued only the
grey-brown 1 L. stamps No. 78Aa (Fall of
1889), the entire printing of the 2 L. stamps
No. 79Ba (Mar. 18, 1891), both varieties of
the 20 L. stamps Nos. 82Aa and 82Ac (see
below), and a second, or part printing, of the
40 L. stamps No. 84 (July 1891) with 1314
perforation. Whereas the 2 L. and 40 L.
stamps were perforated in large numbers for
general distribution, the 1 and 20 L. stamps
perforated 13%4 are supposed to come from
small perforating trials made before the
damaging of the machine in June 1889.

The grey-brown 1 L. stamps were probably
sold over the counter officially at Patras only,
whereas the 20 L. stamps had not only two
places of use (SYROS, May 18 ff, 1889, and
ATHENS Feb. ff., 1890), but appeared in
two distinct shades varieties Nos. 82Aa and
82Ac. The few sheets sent to SYROS in
May 1889 probably belong to the carmine
rose Variety a, because it is disproportionately
scarcer in the 13% perforation. This would
also agree with the first assumption of the

press that the SYROS stamps were Belgian
impressions, and the fact that the repro-
duction of the carmine rose stamps submit-
ted to us with the 13%% perforation is actu-
ally a surprisingly good one. The 20 L.
stamps with the 1314 perforation, used in
ATHENS in 1890 and part of 1891, seem to
have been produced in greater number, and
to have had the scarlet shade of Variety ¢
(somewhat the shade of the 1d. of many Brit-
ish colonies). They are of more frequent
occurrence.

Other stamps with the 1374 perforation,
for example, the chocolate brown 1 L. stamps
No. 78Ab, or the 25 L. stamps No. 834, if
the perforation is genuine, can come only
from the perforation trials made from about
March to June 1889, as they were never
officially issued with this perforation.

All values, or varieties, issued after Mar.
18, 1891, including those delivered unper-
forated to the central distributing depot, were
issued with the 11%% perforation of the ATH-
ENS main post office (but almost exclusively
in ATHENS and PIRAEUS). In these
stamps investigation is confined chiefly to de-
termining which of the varieties of the A
stamps were still on hand at the main post
office in ATHENS in March 1891, or which
of them were perforated to meet actual post
office requirements after that time. As the
public had the opportunity of having the offi-
cial 11 perforation applied to its unper-
forated stamps, proof is possible only by
means of undoubted regularly used speci-
mens, and all other instances must be con-
sidered to be of philatelic origin. Regularly
used unperforated stamps have occasionally
had the 1175 perforation applied afterwards.
In such instances the date of the cancellation
should always be Mar. 18, 1891 or later, and
the perforation should be examined for
straight smooth edges instead of torn ones.
With the growing demand on the operator
and the machine the perforating became more
irregular and poorer, particularly as the
perforating bar was only 50 cm. long, ac-
cording to Nicolaides. Misperforated stamps,
that is, too large or too small, became very
common. In later times the machine often
did not punch out all of the perforation holes
properly so that the edges of separated stamps
became unsightly. Moreover, horizontal or
vertical pairs unperforated between, or single
stamps unperforated on one side, probably oc-
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cur in all varieties with the 1124 perforation.
They merit only a small premium. We have
also found several instances of vertical or
horizontal double perforation (5 L., and 20
L. scarlet). The 1 L. stamps were reported
in the 1890’s with double perforations.

Besides these two official perforations,
some of the provincial post offices or agencies,
as has already been noted under the large
Hermes Heads, also applied perforations to
the unperforated sheets. The post office of
AMPHISSA apparently used a small rowel,
or a sewing machine, making a dotted 15
gauge roulette. This roulette, which is sup-
posed to have been used only in 1895/96,
was submitted with unquestionable cancella-
tions of Sept./Oct. 1894. The comparatively
commonest values are the 5, 10 and 20 L.
(and 25 L.%%). According to Brunel, the
post office of STYLIS is supposed to have
used a serrate roulette. Commercial estab-
lishments with large correspondence also
seem to have used such primitive means of
separation, as was occasionally reported in
the press of that time. The most noteworthy
of the real line-perforations is the large-
holed ca. 9 perforation, which was probably
issued or used in all of the post offices of the
province of ACARNANIA and AETOLIA,
and produced in the stamp depot of the prov-
ince by one of its officials. As this perfora-
tion was not produced until toward the end
of the 1890’s, and appeared largely on the
stamps of the III issue, we will discuss it
there. Certain stamps of the II issue must
also have been supplied with this perforation,
as we have seen an ochre-orange 10 L. stamp
No. 81B, as well as a dark purple-lilac 25 L.
stamp No. 85, with this perforation with
cancellations of small post offices of ACAR-
NANIA.

% Editor’s Note. Regularly cancelled specimens of the
dark purple lilac 25 L. with the sewing machine
roulette of AMPHISSA were reported in Philotelia,
J.a.-Feb. 1940, p. 12.

Tryphon Constantinides attributes the sewing machine
roulette to the Amphissa branch of the National Bank
of Greece. His reasoning is based upon the discovery
of a quantity of the bank’s correspondence franked with
20 L. stamps rouletted in this manner. (Etude sur
les Timbres de Grece, Vol. 11.) In the absence of
cover material originating elsewhere, this theory de-
serves at least equal consideration with the assumption
that the stamps were semi-officially rouletted by the
postoffice.

Another noteworthy local perforation is the
line-perforation 13%4 or ca. 13. According
to Nicolaides, it was used in a sub-station for
parcel post service during 1893/94 (probably
for the perforation of forms, packet cards,
etc.), and it was used for perforating stamps
also, allegedly with the sanction of the post-
master. According to Nicolaides, this office
carried only 1 Dr. stamps to make up the
parcel post rates, and these were actually
reported in the (German press of the late
1890’s with this perforation. However, as
practically all of the values of the III issue
are found with this perforation, it is sus-
pected that this perforating apparatus was
also used for philatelic purposes.

Among certain varieties, 5 L. (and g0 L.51)
stamps with double impressions reached the
philatelic market and were first reported
early in 1897. A corner section of a sheet of
the 5 L. bearing the control stamp of the
paper depot was submitted to the Timbre-
Poste. As far as we know no regularly used
copies of these varieties are known. The
5 L. does occur with the Athens post office
11%% perforation, and apparently in a some-
what different shade than the unperforated
variety. Before this, 5 L. impressions in car-
mine reached the market.%2. According to
the Illustriertes Briefmarken Journal of 1901,
page 316, they are not proofs, but simply the
caprice of some printer (at the Mint). In
1896 alleged used carmine errors of the 25 L.
stamps appeared, which were immediately
disclosed to be chemical changelings. We have
frequently seen light double impressions of
the 5 L. value. -

Plate Varieties of the
Small Hermes Heads

(This material was not included in the

original Kohl Handbook.)

As a result of the electro-chemical proc-
ess employed for the manufacture of the
Small Hermes Head plates a defect in any
position on the original block of fifty cliches

© was repeated in the same position on each of

the six duplicate electrotypes.

Some accidental damage also occurred at
various times to the completed plate of 300
cliches. There is considerable evidence to
support this assertion in a lower right pane
of fifty stamps of the 20 L. The bottom left
stamp shows two coarse white horizontal
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dashes behind the head and parallel to the
frame line at the base, which seem to have
been caused by indentations or gouges in the
metal. On this same stamp the back of the
head and most of the ear are obliterated by
a large white spot. The zero of the left 20
is almost severed at the lower left by a di-
agonal line. This variety exists on C paper
and on unwatermarked B paper, cancelled as
early as February 1891. We have seen the
complete pane, unperforated, and six indi-
vidual stamps, both unperforated and perfo-
rated 1125, as well as other copies.6¢
Minor flaws are numerous in this particular
pane. Several have been identified on loose
stamps, strengthening our belief that they
were all due to a damaged plate rather than
a defective impression.

pression.

One recurring variety has been omitted
from the list inasmuch as it was caused mere-
ly by the temporary presence of foreign mat-
ter on the cliche. For a short time between
1892 and 1896 a quantity of dried ink adhered
to the plate of the 5 L. It received fresh ink
each time the rollers passed over the plate,
transferring it to the paper in the form of a
large semi-circular colored spot at the back
of the head and neck (position 41, third
pane). This defect was overlooked during
several successive plate-cleanings but it fin-
ally disappeared and in subsequent impres-

8 Editor’s Note. There are two imperforate copies of
the blue 40 L. with double impression in the Truman
collection. Both appear to be from the same sheet,
with the second impression more lightly printed,
horizontally and 175 mm. to the left. One copy is
unused, the other on a piece of manila paper cancelled-
to-order with a double-circle postmark of CORINTH
dated Sept. 20, 1891,

62 Editor’s Note. Also the 10 L. in carmine and in
green. Constantinides states that 5 sheets of 300
stamps appear to have been printed in each of two
shades of the carmine 5 L. and 1o L. and the green
10 L;

% Truman collection.

% F, H. Gloeckner collection.

sions the stamp resumed its normal appear-
ance.

The more important of the constant varie-
ties are as follows: .

1 L. Position 8, panes 1 to 6. White spot
at the lower left side of the second A in
EAAAZ.

1 L. Position 18, panes 1 to 6. White
spot at the lower left side of the first A in
EAAAZ.

5 L. Position 49, pane 3. A break of
about 2 mm. in right frame line opposite
the forehead of Hermes.

10 L. Position 16, pane 1. White spot
covering right side of the second A in
EAAAZ.

10 L. Position 14, pane 4. Large white
spot on the 1 of the right 10.

10 L. Position 15, pane 4. Large white
spot on the 0 of the left 10.

10 L. Position 20, pane 4. Large white
spot on the 0 of the left 10.

The imperfect numerals in positions 14, 15
and 20 of the fourth pane must have been
slightly below the printing level of the plate.
In some carefully executed printings of the
10 L. the variety is difficult to identify. Con-
stantinides illustrates a block of four stamps
which contains the three defects (Etude sur
les Timbres de Grece, Vol. I1). Such blocks

are in great demand among specialists.

20 L. Position 46, pane 6. Two parallel
white dashes behind head, white spot cov-
ering back of head and part of ear, oblique
dash in zero of left 20.

20 L. Position 1, page 6. Large white
spot at top obliterating the lower three-
quarters of the letters AAAZ in the upper
panel and extending through the circle of
pearls into the central medallion. Several
smaller spots at upper left.

20 L. Position 29, pane 6. Break of
about 2 mm. in bottom frame line, directly
under 2 of right 20.

25 L. Position 46, pane 1. Vertical
white spot 2% mm. long at left of top
ornament of the right Greek key border.

40 1. Position 50, pane 4. Broken zero
of right 40. The lower right corner and
part of the base of this numeral are miss-
ing.

50 L. Position 48, panes 1 to 6. Top
frame line broken for a distance of from
6 to 11 mm.

(To be Continued)
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Percival Loines Pemberton,
1875-1949

Another of the philatelic pioneers and stal-
warts has passed from the scene with the
death at his home Leominster, England, at
the age of 75, after a long illness, Percival
Loines Pemberton.

So intimately connected was he with
stamps and stamp collecting that to write his
life is to recount the history of Philately as
we know it.

He was the son of Edward L. Pemberton
who was one of the pioneers of Philately,
and was much in advance of his time. P. L.
Pemberton was only three when his father
died, yet he inherited the intense love of
stamps his father had. At the age of 18 he
opened an office in Manchester, and began
his long career as a dealer. The same year
he also joined the Manchester Philatelic So-
ciety, an earnest group of students, headed by
the late Dorning Beckton, which was also
well ahead of its time as they collected
stamps in pairs, sheets, blocks, cancella-
tions, etc.

In 1896 he established himself in London,
and remained there until September 1939,
when on the outbreak of World War II he

moved to Leominster.

As important as he was in the dealers
circle, it is for his extensive writing and lova-
ble personality that he will be long remem-
bered.

The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain,
one of the world’s outstanding Journals of
its kind was purchased by him in 1900 from
William Brown of Salisbury, who began it
in 1891.

As a writer he had a most attractive style,
and in leafing through the fifty volumes of
the “P. J. G. B.” issued under his direction,
it will be seen that he wrote copiously on the
stamps of nearly all countries, contributing
much that was original.

Although he had favorite fields, notably
Greece, on which he was an outstanding
authority, his interests covered a wide range,
and whether a stamp was a classic or a mod-
ern issue he would be absorbed in it when
any point of philatelic interest was involved.

While we never met him personally, we
were fortunate in having a modest corre-
spondence, which was a source of great
pleasure, and we are sure of more value to
us than ours was to him.

The world in general and philately in par-
ticular is much the poorer for his passing.

w.S. B.

Bicolored Union of South Africa
2Y%d and Blue 3d King’s Head

The “Georgian” or King’s Head 214d of
Union of South Africa, issued in 1913 and
produced until the international rate was
raised to 3d in 1922, is normally a single-
color stamp. But as it is printed from two
plates, now and then bicolored copies, or
“two tone” copies, with different blues for
the two portions, occur. The two-plate
printing is the result of a last-minute change
in 1913 from an intended production with
head in black.

Over a long period, accumulation of copies
showing bicolor or two-tone printing has been
a slow process. But slowly a few copies
have been secured, some on cover or piece
showing date of use.

Four dated copies show the head in a
duller or paler blue than the border. The
first of these was used at Capetown, Oct. 2,
1915. The other three are Johannesburg,
July 21, 1916 with by far the palest blue
center of any copy seen. The other two are
used at Edendale Rail Natal, Aug. 19, 1918
(on a letter mailed by the present writer)
and at Capetown, July 22, 1918.

One dated copy shows the head conspicu-
ously darker than the border. This is used
at Johannesburg, Dec. 29, 1916.

The 3d blue, replacing the 274d from 1922
on, likewise is a two-printing stamp. Bi-
color effects, with the head always lighter
than border, are more plentiful. I report 6
copies with dates from Feb. 1923 to May
1926, each from a different office.

§. G.R.
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PHILATELIC RESEARCH AND
EXPERTIZATION

Harrison D. S. HAVERBECK

The average writer and stamp collector
uses the term philatelic research and expert
without a clear understanding of the words
or of how they should be used. The term re-
search means the application of scientific
method to the study of stamps. It takes two
major forms, both of which are comple-
mentary to each other. Research Philately
devotes itself to the study of the stamp it-
self, method of production, history of the
plates and dies, changes in papers, perfora-
tions and designs. Postal History devotes
itself to the study of the development of the
postal system, mail routes and rates, cancel-
lations and usages. To simplify for clarity;
research philately is the HOW of the stamp;
Postal history, the WHY of the stamp. But
above all, to qualify as research, the scientific
method must be used.

The use of the term “scientific method”
may also prove frightening. It should not
te if we simplify and define it. It denotes
the application of the rules of simple logic to
the solving of a problem. Start with as many
facts as possible which have been obtained by
observation and experience. Arrangement of
the facts in order is the first step. It does
not make much difference what scheme of
order is followed as long as there is a clear
plan in mind. Then study these facts for
some relationship may be suggested. This
idea obtained from the study of the facts is
the theory or premise. With the theory in
mind, try to find additional facts which may
or may not support the theory. If the the-
ory is supported by all the evidence on hand,
the theory is proven and becomes a fact. If
the theory cannot be supported by additional
facts, discard it as being in error and try to

find some other idea, which probably has
already been suggested, and attempt to prove
it. Simple, isn’t it, but the results are some-
times amazing. However, the embryo re-
searcher must remember not to confuse “sci-
entific method” with “scientific tools.” The
use of the ultra-violet lamp or the microscope
do not constitute ‘“scientific method.” They
are scientific tools which are merely exten-
sions of the eye. The method is in the mind
and without it the fanciest tools are useless.

It is necessary to consider the two afore-
mentioned branches of philatelic research in
their proper order. Postal History will be
considered first, for, without a postal system,
there can be no stamps and consequently no
research philately. The method is that of
the historian, searching documents, attempt-
ing to date cancellations and mail routes,
dating the stamps themselves and what
caused them to be issued. The student’s
reward is a panorama of the period or the
country studied.

The method of research philately is more
nearly that of the traditional concept of the
scientist. It involves the use of many of the
tools of the chemist and physicist. The
microscope is used for detailed study of re-
entries and retouches to the plate. Inks and
papers are studied and also are subjected to
chemical and microscopic analysis. The
student’s reward is the discovery of a new
element (in our case a new stamp). The
happy and all too rare combination of both
the techniques of the historian and the sci-
entist result in the perfect philatelic research-
er. It more often happens in Philately as in
Science, that the best work is accomplished
by a team rather than by one person. For
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the gifts necessary for “The Compleat Phi-
latelist” can rarely be cultivated. A per-
son’s natural bent may be towards either of
the fields and only very rarely encompasses
both.

This discussion of philatelic research logi-
cally leads to a consideration of one of the
peculiar phenomena associated with advanced
or specialized philately, namely, “The Ex-
pert.”” In the great majority of cases, he is
self-called. He bears the same relation-
ship in philately as the old-time medicine
show quack does to a modern hospital. He
will “tell all about” any phase of stamp col-
lecting. He will give charts showing how
to make a fortune out of a few dollars in-
vested in current United States stamps. He
is the “outstanding dealer” or the “promi-
nent collector” who can tell a forgery at a
glance (his own collection, unknown to him,
is a remarkable showing of reprints forgeries,
and repaired stamps). He is, in short, the
charlatan. He is not peculiar to stamp col-
lecting. He can be found in any field of en-
deavor and the signs are always evident to
the wise. His prey is the fool, the gullible
seeker after quick riches and unfortunately
the innocent, uninformed. Self-proclaimed
vears of experience ‘“‘guarantee’” nothing.

The real expert will never acknowledge the
name. When cornered he will admit he
knows “a little, but John knows much more.”

He will be found in the company of the re-
searchers and the students from whom he is
continually seeking to learn. He will never
use the word ‘“guarantee” for the genuine-
ness of a stamp or other philatelic item. He

. will only give his “opinion.” His knowledge

is the result of years of patient study and
research. He is well thought of by his fel-
lows and they respect his opinions.

The full lowering of philatelic research is
found in the Expert Committees. In the
sessions of these groups, the finest philatelic
minds apply their diversified knowledge and
experience to the problems presented to them.
There the freest interchange of ideas takes
place among the members, without rancour
over a disagreement and with mutual re-
spect for the opinions offered. By means of
these committees, the postal historian is able
to bring his knowledge to bear on the prob-
lems still unsolved by the research philatel-
ist, whose specialized knowledge of plates and
printings may help solve unanswered ques-
tions in Postal History. An opinion as to
genuineness and condition or as to the classi-
fication of a stamp given by an expert com-
mittee represents the cumulative knowledge
of the members of that committee. Such a
statement is more to be desired than a
“guarantee.”” The wise freely admit error,
while the fool rejects the possibility of error.

BOOK REVIEWS

3¢. '51-"57 Chronicle

One of the most useful and fascinating
publications for collectors of early U. S.
stamps, and particularly those perennial fav-
orites, the 3c ters of the issues prior to 1860,
is the official publication of Unit No. 11 of
the A. P. S.

This “3c¢c ‘s1-’57 Chronicle” is a coopera-
tive effort by such students as Blake, Cabeen,
Davis and Shaughnessy. Tracy W. Simp-
son edits and publishes this chronicle “every
once in a while.” He “has what it takes”
both to dig out new facts and to present old
facts in an interesting way. Write him at
2903 Forest Ave., Berkeley 5, California.

E. P.

The Encyclopaedia of British Empire Post-
age Stamps, 1806-1949, Volume II—The
Empire in Africa xvi—438 p.—index. Rob-
son Lowe, Ltd., London, Philadelphia. $5.00.

The second volume of this aptly named
series of books is up to the same high stan-
dard as the first one. It is a veritable trea-
sure-trove of enlightening information on
the stamps of “Darkest Africa.”

Divided into six parts, na}nely I—South;
II—Central; III—East; IV—North; V-
West and VI—The African Islands, the
mass of information presented is formidable
but, nevertheless, this work should do much
to stimulate further study and research into
the various phases of African philately—
particularly of the more unpopular fields.
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The arrangement (admittedly unorthodox)
clearly shows the relationship of the various
stamp issuing units, a relationship which is
completely lost when the alphabetical ar-
rangement is strictly adhered to. Further-
more, an ample index is provided for quick
reference to any issue if necessary.

The treatment throughout is lucid and is
particularly interesting on certain countries
as it makes comprehensible what are ordi-
narily incomprehensible groups. For instance,
Griqualand West, a worthwhile and neglect-
ed group, Orange Free State and Transvaal,
two other philatelically absorbing countries
worthy of much greater popularity.

In Rhodesia we are pleased to observe that
the various shades of the 1910—22 issues are
also described by their fluorescence under the
quartz lamp. This is a most valuable feature
and one which might be extended to other
groups where possible.

There is so much that is interesting and
provocative of further study in this book
that we could go on at some length without
doing more than merely skimming the sur-
face.

The book is profusely illustrated with
numerous helpful charts, diagrams and other
features, which are invaluable aids in fol-
lowing the postal history of the various coun-
tries discussed.

The concluding chapter on the “Specimen”
stamps of the British Empire is most compre-
hensive and Mr. Samuel is to be congratu-
lated on his work in this field.

The firm of Robson Lowe, Ltd., is to be
commended for publishing such works as
this. We hope that philatelists, by purchas-
ing books of this kind will encourage the
putlication of further works containing so
much that is of real value.

It can be truly said that this is a book
which should be kept within easy reach for
constant reference and for much pleasurable

reading. w.S. B.

The American Stamp Collector’s Dictionary.
United States Stamps and Postal History.
By Harry M. Konwiser. New York, Em-
pire Stamp Galleries, 1949. 309 pp.; 269
illustrations.

Harry Konwiser’s Dictionary is the work
in which he puts at the service of all of us
his store of lore about things philatelic. From
patents for stamp paper to loci for postmarks

of a Territory, from something about almost
every person whose name the collector wants
to identify to the standard philatelic terms,
the scope is wide and well covered. Such
oddities as “Owning Stamps on Letters” also
find place.

The usefulness of the book is such that
the defects need not long detain us. The
actual “factual errors” or misstatements are
very few. Perhaps the misplaced illustra-
tion on page 25, showing Charleston, S. C.
as if part of Boston is the only conspicuous
one.

The book suffers mainly from needing
more condensation and coordination of mat-
ter under one heading. Several writers,
often with conflicting views, are cited on a
matter. Thus the user only knows what has
been written, and is left without a definite
statement in such cases. Now and then
parts of the historical matter that are not
strictly germane to the topic could have been
deleted without loss and perhaps with gain.

The faults are those of a pioneer work in
any field, not those of inadequate method or
insufficient scholarship. The existence of
such a dictionary is a sign of maturity and
stability for our field. §. G. R.

Poste Per Diverse Parti del Mundo (Vari-
ous Postal Routes of the World) Printed by
Vincenzo Viani, Venice 1574. Bound in
Sheepskin Parchment and Thonged with
Leather Laces.

This work, conceded to be one of the old-
est concerning Postal History, is now the
oldest book in The Collectors Club Library
and the only 1574 edition of several written
in Venice on that subject.

In Collectors Club Bulletin, Vol. 3, No. 7,
December 1940, we announced that the 1620
edition of “Nuovo Itinerario delle Poste per
tutto il Mundo” (“New Itinerary of the
Postal Service for all the World”) by Ot-
tavio Codogno, was the rarest book extant
in connection with early postal history, and
had recently been acquired by our library.
One of our members in Copenhagen, Den-
mark, recently came across this item and then
wrote us that he had a Postal Guide ante-
dating the “Nuovo Itinerario” by 46 years!
We have since acquired the “Poste per Di-
verse Parti del Mundo” from our Club
member, Mr. Eigil Rathje, and it now sup-
ersedes the heretofore oldest guide as our
rarest and oldest book.
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The book pages, 134” wide x 314" long,
are numbered consecutively to 124 on right
hand sheets only (or 248 pages as they would
now be numbered), plus an index of 4 pages,
plus 12 pages on various routes to Jerusalem.

The little book has survived its 375 years
in fine condition, its binding intact and the
printing legible. The frontispiece bookplate
evidently depicts a postal courier riding a
galloping horse and is exactly similar to the
bookplate on the 1620 edition of the same
subject. Under this bookplate appears the
wording “In Venetia—Appresso Vicezo (sic)
Viani 1574” and in the same place on the
later edition, “In Venetia—Appresso Lucio
Spineda, MDCXX.”

As shown above, the printer’s given name
is spelled “Vicezo” on frontispiece and “Vi-
cenzo” (probably the correct one) on other
pages.
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The book is divided into sections giving
numbered routes to and from various places,
for instance, from Rome to Bologna, Bo-
logna to Rome, to Siena, Florence, Venice,
etc. It has 352 pages devoted to Italian
routes to other Italian cities and to those in
other countries. It has seven double pages
describing the sights and history of Rome,

several pages describing monasteries and holy
places with the routes to and from various
points. Several other pages are devoted to
routes in Spain and from these to Switzer-
land, France, Portugal, Germany, Austria,
Hungary, Belgium; through France with
Paris as a starting point; from Brussels to
various other Belgian points, etc. Several
pages are given to a listing of the months in
which the postal routes are open, notably
one to England.

Apparently there are no routes laid out
for Russia, then under the Czar Ivan the
Terrible and there are only three lines con-
cerning England, then ruled by Queen Eliza-
beth. It was about the time of the printing
of this book that Czar Ivan had proposed
marriage to “‘Queen Bess” and had been re-

fused.

The knowledge of the world grew vastly in
the interim 1574 to 1620, that is between the
issues of our two postal guides, due in part
to the expansion of the Thurn and Taxis
postal system and the building of better roads
in Europe and the voyages of discovery made
by English, Spanish and Portuguese adven-
turers to places all over the world. Sir
Francis Drake had completed his circumnavi-
gation of the globe, discovering among other
places what is now San Francisco. In 1620
the Pilgrims had landed on Plymouth Rock
and our “Nuovo Itinerario” printed in that
year gives evidence of much broader scope
of routes, definite mileage and post lanes.
We now see routes from Paris and Brussels
to London and from there to other English
cities; from Milan to Cairo and other North
African ports; to Havana and Florida via
the Canaries; to China, Mozambique, Philip-
pines, Timor, Singapore, Goa in India, Ma-
lacca, Sumatra, etc. It has required 446
pages of a size 234" to 334", or twice the
1574 edition, to list the then routes and
mileages.

With a more complete knowledge of 16th
Century Italian than has your reviewer, one
should find a keen interest in these two books
if only to check up the places mentioned in
them and comparing them with what one
knows of them at the present time.

Both the “Poste per Diverse Parti del
Mundo” and “Nuovo Itinerario” are avail-
able for inspection within the Library but
may not be loaned out because of their
rarity. Harry C. Ballard
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SOME OF THE RARITIES OF BRITISH GUIANA, FIRST ISSUE,
OF THE COLLECTION

We are selling on

October 25 to 28, 1949

l alt a

SPECIAL AUCTION SALE

an outstanding collection of

BRITISH EMPIRE

Assembled by the owner during fifty years of collecting activities, the 21
volumes, cataloging almost $200,000 contain a wealth of valuable and fine material,
rarely offered at an auction sale. The main strength of the collection lies in the im-
perforates, with an outstanding array of full and wide-margined copies up to the
greatest rarities. But the perforated issues are also well represented, with many of
the greatest rarities and a great number of desirable sets and singles.

No. 11 of our “Mercury Stamp Journal’ edited by Edwin Mueller, brings a
richly illustrated report about the collection. It will be sent to interested collectors
tree on request.

The profusely illustrated, specially prepared Auction Catalog (in two parts)
will be sent free to serious collectors on request.

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY
522 FIFTH AVE. (at 44th St.), NEW YORK 18, N. Y.
Telephones: MU2-7106 and 2-6976
Cable Address ‘‘MERCSTAMP NEWYORK”

322 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO.



U. S. STAMPED ENVELOPES

ALL UNUSED EITHER ENTIRE OR CUT SQUARE

The better grade envelopes are considerably scarcer than
most collectors realize. We have just purchased an accumu-
lation in very fine condition, and many of those offered here-
with we haven’t had in stock for years. |f already interested,
or you would like to start, write for a free copy of our complete

list.
Unused Unused Unused

Entire Cut Entire Cut Entire Cut
$ULD s s 10.00 6.50 | #U108 ..... 10.00 9.00 | fU320 ,.... 6.50 —
§ B R 6.00 5.50 1 0 B2 SE SR 5.00 — U336 .oy 3.256 2.50
1003 17 QEERTE T W 17.50 16.00 UA82 5 oot 65.60 5.25 11637 e 3 G 3.00 2.50
05 [ 9.00 7.50 A= L 8.50 — U34:2.5. S ae 3.50 3.40
W2 s 6.00 4.50 I 485 kot 7.00 — 343 e o 3.90 —
MW % e 3.65 3.25 {011 Y 3.560 3.00 U346 ..... 5.00 —
1Bf2%5. R 65.00 —_ TLBS e 8.00 — VUB4T st 5.00 —
20! sty 50.00 — W158 ....14.00 — U350A .... — 30.00
ORI 3.00" ' 2.2b 186 {11 e e 3.00 — L0510 R e 4.00 —
RIBBE N et 11.00 - B B e 9.00 — MR T o e 5.656 5.00
15300 St 5.00 4.90 10 o S e o 4.50 4.00 U408A .... — 22,00
UdT A o 3.00 S ULBR U oy o 7.00 — W410 . 4.75 4.65
5y A R 9.00 — 1003 43 1 VR 3.00 — w427 .15.00 14.50
WH LT it ¢ 8.00 7.50 2045 %0, % 3.00 2.75 U454 ..... 5.560 - 5.40
W00 idie s — 3.00 PB0E, = i 5.00 — U457 - .o 7.00 —
TG 2R . aat, 3.50 — ; UR Ty S 3.50 -— Ude2 . .i.. 7.50 —
W63 Tenisinlis 300" 2.7b V2082l 4.00 3.75 U463 .. ... 10.00 —_—
O 3.50 W09 - Ly, 3.6 3.50 U464 ..... 30.00 —
| U3 e 7.00 - B0 e 4.00 — HATE s 2 9.50 -
TTEBE Lo e 19.00 16.00 181531 ) R 4.00 3.75 WAT6! i o 4.00 -
| B (IS ARSI R 9.00 — 205 e s 12.00 9.00 DAT8. s cindecs 9.00 c
LB g G 3.26 — d I L TR 9.00 7 U481A ....10.00 —
O e o 7.00 — P22 LG 11.00 — 486 .. v« 30.00 -
110531 RN e — 7.50 T2 ot » 3.00 2.65 U489 nws v — 4.00
96 e ) — 13.00 T2 o 6.50 — TB00 s o — 3.50
! G S — 11.00 H2BE ol 4.00 3.5 USOL - s anins 3.75 —
L350 S O — 7.50 H270 -8 6.00 —- Ub02 . 5 — 8.75
LG E s R ST — 9.00 2 el 11.00 — WHI08T o s 9.00 —
157 H 10 AT e 11.50 — U277A 4.50 4.00 U509B 3.40 3.35
B LliE S — 15.00 w287 .... 5.00 — Ubild: wisps 11.50 e
105 o 5 15.00 — ] B (SRR 5.20 5.00 Ubs20 ..... 11.00 10.50

ECONOMIST STAMP (C0.. INC.

87 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK 7, N. Y.
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5. SEREBRAKIAN

OCT. 13-18, 1949

2 EXCITING CATALOGS

| avcTion saLe

X

Star

Featu

2
2,

X X % % %

Studded

res

World Famous Rarities with
values up to $10,000.00 each.

Exciting Airmail Section. So
big it required a separate cata-
log.

Collections so rare and out-
standing that they are ready for
prize winning exhibitions.

Packets in infinite variety and
combinaticns.

Wholesale offerings, many not
heretofore available on the
market for fully 10 years.

Special Section for Approval
Dealers. Attractive singles,
short sets, complete sets, mixed
lots. ete., in quantities up to
100,000 of a kind.

2 even-

6 sessons, 4 afternoon,

ing.
4,000 Lots.

2 Catalogs.

Current Wholesale Market Price
is given for each lot.

S. SER
Hotel

Please send the free catalog(s)
18th, 1949.

Name

Address

City and State ..........

EBRAKIAN
Astor, New York

] The

Mail Coupon For Free Catalogs

for your gigantic auction to take place October 13th to
I have marked the space below to indicate the cataiogs I desire.

7] The General
Airmail

Frankly, we’'re embarrassed. We just don’t
know how to tell you that this gigantic auction
sale to take place October 17th to 21st, 1949,
exceeds by far, the now famous ‘‘Serebrakian
Sale” of last June.

So great is this coming event that two cata-
logs are necessary instead of one, 4,000 lots
instead of 3,300, 6 sessions instead of 5. But
even more important are the wonderful offer-
ings—never-before-opportunities for every
branch of philately.

Dozens of the world’s greatest rarities are
present including the world famous RED Hon-
duras C3 of which only seven copies exist.
This gem once part of the famous Luff Refer-
ence Collection, is the rarest airmail of the
world and is the only copy made available to
the market in many years. Many other rare
items make up an auction that is replete with
the scarce, the hard to find, the unusual—
striking material that brings high excitement
to proud owners.

Then there are the magnificent wholesale
offerings, the Special Approval Dealers’ Section
offering unusual material that hasn’'t been on
the market for 10 years.

Never before has there been an auction that
offers so wide a range of so much thrilling ma-
terial for every branch of philately. That is
why you shou'd rush your request for the free
catalogs.

S. SEREBRAKIAN

HOTEL ASTOR, N. Y. 19, N. Y.

— — —

Auction Catalog
Auction Catalog
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CANADA COMPLETE SETS
All in Select Condition
Canada is one of the few stable countries. Rich in natural resources, it is bound to go ahead in the
coming years. Its many attractive stamps are increasingly pepular. Satisfaction guaranteed or your
money refunded.
No. Block Mint Used No. Block Mint Used
1-2 1861 3d & 6d Laid — —  57.50 202-04 1933 Commems(3) 5.00 1.25 .50
4-5 1851-7 3d & 6d Wove — — 47.50 205-07 1933 Coils(3) pr .80 40 .05
7-8 — 14d & 10d — 225.00 70.00 208-10 1934 Commems(3) 4.60 1.15 .50
10 -— 6d Thick soft — 650.00 100.00 211-16 1935 Jubilee(6) 6.00 1.50 .55
1i-12 1858 1d & 3d Perf — 147.50 62.50 217-27 1935 Pictorials(11) 12.00 3.00 .80
14-15, 17-20 1859-64, 1c-17c(6) — 65.00 24.50 228-30 1935 Coils(3) pr .50 .25 .05
21-30 1868 Large Cents(10) — 82.50 22.50 231-36 1937 George VI(6) 1.60 .40 .10
33 — 3¢ Laid paper — — 17.50 237 — 3¢ Coronation .24 .06 .02
34-47 1870-93 Small Cents(14) — 27.50 6.75 238-40 — Coils(3) pr .25 13 .05
50-65 1897 14-$5 Jubilees(16) — 200.00 130.00 | 241-45 1938 Pictorials(5) 10.00  2.50 .55
50-60 -— 14-50c Jubilees(11) 100.00 18.50 18.00 246-18 1939 Royal Visit(3) .80 .20 05
66-73 1897 Leaf(8) 30.00 7.25 5.75 249-62 1942-3 War Issue(14) 14.00 3.50 .85
74-84 1898 Numeral(11) 95.00 20.00 4.50 263-67 1943 Coils P.8(5) pr .50 .25 .15
85-56 1898 Maps(2) 2.50 .60 22 26°-73 1946 Peace 10.00 2.50 .60
87-88 1897 Surcharges(2) 1.60 40 25 274 1947 Bell .28 07 .03
89-95 1903-08 Edwards(7) 225.00 40.00 4.25 275 1947 Citizen .24 .06 .02
96-103 1908 Quebecs(8) 67.50 14.00 10.50 276 1943 Princess .24 .06 .02
104-22 1912-25 Georges(18) 34.00 8.25 .70 277 1948 Resp. Govt. .24 .06 .02
123-34 1914-24 Coils(12) pr 22.50 11.25 8.25 278-81 1948 Coils P 91 pr .30 15 .09
135 1917 Confederation 1.50 .30 .02 282 1949 Newfoundland .24 .06 .02
136-38 1924 Imperfs(3) 15.00 3.75 3.75 283 1949 Halifax .24 .06 .02
129-40 1926 Provisionals(2) 9.00 2.25 2.50 C1-9 1928-46 Airs(9) 17.00 4.25 3.00
141-48 1927 Conf & Hist(8) 4.00 1.00 50 El1-11 1898-46 Spec. Del.(11) 25.00 6.25 3.25
149-59 1928 Seroll(11) 62.50 15.00 3.50 F1-3 1875 Registration(3) 135.00 15.00 16.00
160-61 1928 Coils(2) pr .95 45 25 Ji-5 1906-28 Dues(5) 10.00 2.50 1.00
162-77 1930 Leaf(16) 58.00 14.50 1.35 J6-10 1930-2 Dues(5) 9.00 2.25 45
178-83 — Coils(6) pr .70 .35 15 J11--14  1933-4 Dues(4) 2.00 50 25
154-91 1931(3) 1.40 .35 .08 J15-19 1335-48 Dues(5) 1.20 .30 .10
192-4 1932 Ottawa Conf(3) 2.00 .50 .20 MR1-5 1915-16 War Tax(5) 3.60 90 55
195-01 1932 Medallion(7) 8.00 2.00 25 MR6--7 -— Coils(2) pr 4.50 2.25 12
U. S. Customers 109% Discount if you remit by check, U. S. bills or Money Order payable to me
at New York City. SEND WANT LIST FOR INDIVIDUAL ITEMS.
& J. N. SISSONS, 204 Glenrose Avenue, Toronto, Canada
“Sissons for Security, Service, Satisfaction™
U. 5. PRICE LIST
Confederate Issues
.
U. S. Possessions
Canada
Newfoundland
3. L%
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate
Number Blocks
Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers
Will Be Appreciated.
JOHN A. FOX A
116 NAsSsAU STREET, N. Y. C., 7, NEW YORK
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CUTTING CORNERS

is not recommended where stamps are concerned.

And cutting corners 'when selling your collection at
auction is also a very bad policy.

Many collectors mistakenly beiieve they should select
the auction house with the lowest commission charge. But
take just one example: Auctioneer A charges 20% but he
has more and better buyers and your collection realizes
$1500., netting you $1200. Auctioneer B charges only 15%
but gets 10% less for your stamps ($1350) so that you net
$1147.50. The moral is obvious. In stamps, as in every-
thing else, you get what you pay for. p

If you want the highest possible price for your stamps
join the host of wise collectors who have used our auction
service. Their names are legion and they have not regret-
ted their choice.

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inec.

560 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 19, N. Y.

In association with Harmer, Rooke & Co., Lid.
2 Arundel St., Strand, London, England
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1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946
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.55 06 18 .10 05 04 Rt 03 .03 —

.28 .10 14 .10 07 .04 03 04 —_

.60 .16 24 A .09 .06 —_ 05 —

.55 .30 .25 .19 .09 .06 04 .06 —

.04 .05 .09 07 .09 07 .05 07 .05

1.35 .90 90 .80 .25 .24 — 12 .10
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Our Specialties:

ISRAEL

A. M. G.
VATICAN CITY

POLAND

FRANCE and COLONIES
(De Luxe Sheets and
Die Proofs)

A splendid stock of covers
of the world.

We would appreciate your
want list.

Penny Black Stamp Co.

116 Nassau Street, N. Y.C., 7 A
Ab

\ >

is the NINTEENTH YEAR
| HAVE BEEN BUYING

FINE U. S. STAMPS

No complaints—no dissatisfac-
tion. If you want to sell your
U. S. Collection or better grade
single items, send for my in-
spection and offer. Lot held
intact until you accept. Im-
mediate payment. Reference!
—anyone in the business.

SINCE 1930

THOMAS F. WHITBREAD

CRYSTAL - MOUNT

A beautiful, safe, inexpensive
protecting mount for stamps,
Used by
thousands of collectors. Made

blocks and covers.

of sparkling crystal-clear cel-
lulose acetate, approved for
safety by U. S. Bureau of
Standards.  Trial-order ‘‘As-
sorted Package, 60c”’ from
your favorite dealer, or

send to us for free samples.

CUTS and FOLDS
TO FIT ALL SIZES

H. E. HARRIS & (0.
61 Transit Bldg.. Boston 17. Mass.

84 Sunset Ave., Ambherst, Mass.
E J

REGULAR

AUCTION SALES

of practically everything
concerning Philately

*

® Stamps - Proofs - Essays
©® Postal Stationery

@® Accessories

® Philatelic Literature

Catalogue FREE On Request

*
BILLIG & RICH. Ine.

Room 630 55 West 42nd Street,
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

PRICE LIST ON PHILATELIC
LITERATURE FREE

\ S
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@'@ We Specia/ize
Un ﬁ?aémg your g{oéég
ﬂ @/easant @ne

Visit. Us Or Send Us your Want List

Coronet 630 FIFTH AVENUE
ROCKEFELLER CENTER ;%iam NEW YORK 20, N. Y.
a P CIRCLE 7-6597

INTERNATIONAL BLDG.
SUITE 1762

Shop

AIRMAIL STAMDPS

A Complete Service to All Collectors of Airmail Stamps

NEW ISSUES The most complete Service of All New Issues including
the Rare Issues at reasonable prices. Ask for explana-
tory circular.

AUCTIONS Regular Auction Sales. lllustrated Catalogue sent upon
request.

WANT LISTS Special care taken to fill Want Lists.

PRICE LlSTS Sent free upon request.

AIR LETTER SHEETS We maintain a complete New Issues Service.

F. W. KESSLER

500 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 18, N. Y.
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WE CARRY

British Empire
EXCLUSIVELY

@ur c?tocé, one O/ t/ze most compre-
hensive in the country, o//ers you the
opportunity to select what you need in
British in sing/es or sets, mint or used,

your wants /ist w[// recetve care/u/ alten-

tion. ngor c?atis/action t/ze :

“EQUITABLE WAY”

Send in your Want List Today
EQUITABLE STAMP CO.

505 5th AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
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Gimbels Does 9t dgain!

The American Commemorative Stamp Album

COMMEMORATIVES
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- : afe the 300tk anniversary of the setiling of the Walloons in New Neth
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: L ste the 150th srsary of the Battle of Lexington and Concord. First

Tﬂ placed on sale on April 4, 1925.
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Siace Restourationss Vikng Ship [~

Tc the 100th y of the arrival at New York. on October 9th, 1825, of

the first immigrants to the United States (mm Norway. First placed on sale May 18, 1925. The

5¢ stamp features an exact of a Viking ship that was sailed to Chicago from Norwoy in

1893 by Capt. Magnus Anderson and a crew of twenty sailors. |

A fully illustrated album for every single commemorative stamp of the United States with the story
of the Men, Women, Places and Events that have helped make America’s History.

Ample mounting space provided from 1893 through the last stamp of 1949.

64 pages, 814” by 11”7, printed on heavy “Stamp Collectors Ledger’’ © paper, each page is suitably
decorated and punched to fit standard three-ring binder. Supplements issued yearly.

ALBUM COMPLETE WITH BINDER, gold-stamped, $4.50. PAGES ONLY $2.50.

25¢ Postage outside 100 mile delivery area. New York City residents please add tax.

33rd and Broadway 9th at Market
New York 1, N G I M B E L s Philadelphia 5, Pa.

WORLD’S LARGEST STAMP DEPARTMENTS
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SLook Ovenr
Scott’s Loose=leal

Blank Albums

SPRING-BACK BINDERS
NEPLUS ULTREA ;... it cuimahommrinstiomsngioy $12.00

Has 100 leaves of linen ledger paper, with glassine interleaving.
Page size, without hinge, is 8Vaxl11 inches. Overall album size is
11x11%. Black binder, gold stamped. Extra pages, 25 for $1.50.
Binder only, $6.

BRUCE ........ L S R T PR e $12.00

Red, green or black binder. Has 100 linen-hinged pages, size
8% x10%. Overall album size: 10%x103% . Gold stamped back-
bone. Extra pages, 25 for $1.50. Binder only, $6.

DOUGEIRS .50 i o s i B beis s s it $12.00

Like the Bruce, but larger. Page size: 9% x11%. Overall album

T POST BINDERS
BRUGE POST o i bmet s et Al i $10.00

Red, green or black binder in imitation leather with gold decoration.
50 linen-hinged pages, size 8%x10%4. Overall album size:
10%.x10% . Extra pages, 25 for $1.50. Binder only, $7.

BRUCE POST SPECIAL ..., $17.50

Like the Bruce Post in size and binder colcrs. Has morocco back and
corners, linen-covered slip case. 50 pages of special Crane linen
paper, with transparent glassine interleaving. Extra pages, 25 for
$3.75. Binder only, with case, $11.

B EMIEE 0 st b s fur s b Ry $25.00

This aristocrat of Scott albums has a heavy post binder cover in %4
red morocco, with imitation leather sides. Raised hubs on backbone.
Silk moire lining and flyleaf. Gold tooling on front and back covers,
which are beveled with round corners. Fifty gilt-edged, linen-hinged
pages of finest quality paper, quadrille ruled, size 8 ax10V4, without
hinge. Cellulose acetate interleaving.

DR LURE S50 oiintimioseiivminssimms i bl esis $20.00

Almost as elegant as the De Luxe #1. It is partly handmade, has a
cover with square corners and a marbled paper iining and flyleaf.
Matching slip case, of course. (Picture below) .

Order from your dealer

SCOTT

PUBLICATIONS, Inc.

1 W. 47th St., New York 19.
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SINCE 1929
MINT

AIRMAILS

EXCLUSIVELY

Choice and Unusual Items

Always on Hand

Prompt Personal Attention
to Your Wants

L. W. CHARLAT

AIRMAILS EXCLUSIVELY

New York 7, N. Y. 180 Broadway

N J

Monthly Auction Sales
At The
COLLECTORS CLUB

in New York

We Will Be Happy to Communicate
With Collectors Desiring to
Take Advantage of the
Present

High Market.

Write for Catalogs to

LAURENCE & STRYKER

CORRESPONDENCE
INVITED

505 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17

7 East 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y.
\ v,

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVIII, NO. 4

CROSS STAMP CO.

551 FIFTH AVENUE,
NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

AUCTION SALES
OUR SPECIALTY

Write for the catalogue of our
forth-coming sales.

We solicit consignments of all types
of PHILATELIC MATERIAL.

Results of our sales show that satis-
factory prices are the rule rather
than the exception.

If you have a large collection, or
single items of outstanding merit we
shall be at your service.

CROSS STAMP COMPANY

333




FACTS

ABOUT SELLING YOUR STAMPS

@ Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections.

® We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi-
cient, up to date, PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi-

mum in results.

@ We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad-
vances pending sale. Expert supervision of all material by

experienced philatelists.

@® OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila-
telic Properties privately, where this method is preferred. Our
advice, backed by over 20 years of ethical dealing is at your

service.

® We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, Ac-

cumulations, Rarities, etc.

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY GIVEN

IRWIN HEIMAN

INC.
2 West 46th Street A\ New York 19, N. Y.

Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393
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521 Fifth Avenue

No Extra Cost
“Vou
can afford the luxury
of purchasing
Air Stamps
from

NICOLAS SANABRIA,

The World’s Leading Air Stamp Dealors
New York 17, N. Y.

INC.

FOR YOUR
SPECIAL NEEDS

OMETIME every collector wants
S some special service. He wants to

sell his collection for the best pos-
sible price; he wants to buy a great
rarity or an unusual group of stamps,
not to be found in dealers’ regular
stocks; he wants reliable information
about his philatelic affairs. Just such
service is the sole function of J. C.
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis-
sion, for collectors who wish to add to
their collections or dispose of them in
whole or in part. Collections for dis-
posal are examined without cost (except
postage) to the owner and commissions
are charged only on completed trans-
actions. If you want to buy or sell . . .

Always Ask Morgenthau

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC.

(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.)

1 West 47th St., New York, N. Y.

7 N

415A Lexington Ave.,, New York 17, N.Y., U.S.A.
\. e i . D

Every Specialized Collection Should Include
Essays and Proofs.

| have the most extensive and varied stock of

Essays & Proofs

Exclusively
United States, British North America,
Hawaii and Latin America.

Die & Plate Essays, Proofs in both Normal and
Trial Colors of Postmasters; Postage; Official;
Newspaper; Envelopes; Postal Cards; Revenues.

During the
A. P. S. Convention
AUGUST 15 to 20
I Will Be At The
HOTEL STATLER

Boston, Mass.

Brazer’s U. S. Essay Catalog

Publisher Sold Out. I Still Have a Few at $7.50
Send 10c for Illustrated Price List.
Why Pay More?

Clarence W. Brazer
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PLorsonalized
Aiiction. Service

* Kk Kk

@repam tioon
& e

If you contemplate selling your stamp
collection during the coming season —
Proper Preparation Is A Necessity — This
includes Correct Lotting Advertising — Se-
lection of Dates for the Sale — All such
details are performed by Our . . .

()Dersona/izecl ﬂuction Service
* ok k.

Correspondence Invited — Details cheer-
fully given — Write us now. Time is
essential so that most advantageous dates
may be arranged.

EDSON J. FIFIELD

500 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 13. N. Y.
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THE ROBSON LOWE ORGANISATION

OFFERS AN UNRIVALLED

Among the attractive prop-
erties which will be offered
in our London Salesrooms in
the new season are the fol-
lowing of world-wide repute:

* INTERNATIONAL
AUCTION
SERVICE -

The “ROSE-HUTCHINSON”
HONG KONG & INDIA
el
The “G. H. BOUCHER”
GREAT BRITAIN
and CLASSICS of the EMPIRE
K T o
The unique find of the
CODRINGTON CORRESPONDENCE
with major interest in
B. W. L.
and a host of un-named collections

Our Philadelphia House has
a full programme scheduled
which opens with:

[
LONDON
BOURNEMOUTH
PHILADELPHIA
MELBOURNE

A
A SPECIALISED COLLECTION OF
THE BRITISH EMPIRE
Outstanding
U. S. A. and B. N. A.
and the fine collection of
MEXICO
offered for sale by order of
JOHN HALL BARRON, ESQ.,
Past President of the Royal Philatelic
Society
il ol

[llustrated Catalogues sent on request from

ROBSON LOWE Ine.
1320 WIDENER BUILDING
PHILADELPHIA 7. PA.. U.S.A.

Telephone: Locust 4-1367
Head Office: 50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S. W. 1




Taking Care . ..

Selling stamps by auction is a specialist’s job, and
the secret of success is taking care of important
details—taking care in presentation, in timing,
and above all in choice of market.

In the H. R. Harmer Auctions, the result of this
is well known to the serious philatelist. He knows
by repute (and very often from personal experi-
ence) that the name of Harmer is synonymous
with the best price realizations.

If you contemplate selling, you cannot do better
than place your interests in our hands.

Last season, our sales in New York alone, re-
alized well over half a million dollars, and the
material included the widest possible range of
properties, from the “Charnley & Whelan St.
Louis Bears” (42 lots bringing $43,220) down
to many small collections realizing $50 or less.

The big collections get the limelight but the
smaller properties receive equal care.

We look forward to taking care of your interests
—as a buyer, or a vendor, or both—during the
present season.

H. R. Harmer, Inc.

International Stamp Auctioneers
32 EAST 57th STREET NEW YORK 22, N. Y.






