


BETTER THAN 

THE GOOD 

OLD DAYS 

Stamps at auction are bringing vastly higher prices than 
ever before. Enough so an auctioneer's fees can provide a 
wider range of services than was available in "the good old 
d ti ays. 

That is one reason why at Greg Manning Auctions we 
believe each consignment presents an opportunity to give 
you our best. 

And technologica l development in certain areas such as 
printing , mail room operation, and color reproduction make 
it possible for our best to be a real improvement. At standard 
commission rates, or in the case of exceptionally valuable 
collections, at reduced commission. The best for less! 

If you are going to be selling your stamps at auction , 
we offer you a service that is better than "the good old 
days." And that's a nice change . 

GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC. 
76 South Orange Ave. 

South Orange, N. J. 07079 

Telephone: (201) 762-766/J 

.. The firm coUecton rely on" 
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Famed the world over, Mohrmann & Co. auction sales with 
their large international attendance are the focal point of the stamp 
scene. 

At our last sale 62 foreign bidders-12 from Spain alone­
vied against strong German competition. Thousands of other bids 
had already been recorded. 

Let us compare the estimations - $1,240,726.00 -with the 
prices realized, an incredible $1,798,426.00I 

A result that is trend-setting. 

Mohrmann & Co. is always searching for ways to secure the 
best returns for you. Why not use our services? Also, before you 
sell your stamps or collection, take advantage of our special agree­
ment with the custom authorities which makes the transportation 
of your treasures so easy. We are leaders with a great tradition. 

6th, 7th, and 8th April are the dates for our 
SPRING AUCTION SALE '76 

Send U.S. $5. - to cover air mail postage for Deluxe-Catalogue 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO. 
The Partner for Knowledgeable Collectors 

D-2000 Hamburg 11 - Gr. Burstah 19 - Postfach 11 10 07 
Telephone (040) 36 41 51/2 • Cables: EDMORO 
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Stanley Gibbons Lintited 
Philatelists to the World 

1869 Combination of issues 3s perf 9! and 25s 
coarse whiskers used with thimble 
cancellation of smirne, to Genoa. 

Just an example of our fine range of rare covers. 
Our service is available not only to the collector 

looking for the 'outstanding rarity' for his 
Gold Medal collection but to all serious collectors 
to whom we offer selections from one of the best 

stocks of Classics in the world. 

Please let us know your interests to enable 
us to send you our offers. 

Your name on our Specialist Register will ensure 
you receive our illustrated offers of material 

suitable to your needs. 

FOREIGN & SPECIALIST STAMP DEPT .• 

~J~l~~ ~l~~&~~8~ll~~NGLAND 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 

as wf!ll as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 Z U R I C H (Switzerland) 

Bahnhofstrasse 102 P.O.B. 
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"All changes, nought is lost; the forms are changed, 
and that which has been is not what it was, 
yet that which has been is." 

Thus quoted William Whewell 139 years ago in the introduction 
to his "Hstory of the Inductive Sciences." Those words are equally 
applicable today as we announce with pleasure the amalgamation 
of the Argyll Stamp Co. Ltd. with Eric Etkin Ltd. to form: 

ARGYLL ETKIN LIMITED 
A merger than will establish an exciting new center for philately 
in the heart of London, it will also bring together under one roof, 
two superb stocks as well as the expertise of an unsurpassed team 
of specialists who will be at the service of collectors throughout 
the world. More than that, the already renowned valuation and 
purchasing services offered by the parent concerns will be 
strengthened, enabling owners to accurately ascertain the current 
market value of their philatelic holdings. And, should they decide 
at any time to dispose of their properties outright, they can do 
so to ARGYLL ETKIN LIMITED secure in the knowledge that their 
stamps and covers have been expertly assessed. 
We have signed the lease for showrooms and offices at 55 New 
Bond Street, London WI and are happily ensconced at our new 
premises. Our present clients, friends and, of course, new cus­
tomers are most welcome there and should plan to visit us when­
ever they come to London. 
Our new organization, ARGYLL ETKIN LIMITED, will honor all 
obligations of the two former companies and there is no need for 
existing guarantees or accounts to be reconfirmed in any way. 
We look forward to a continuance and development of business 
without any loss of the personal service for which we have been 
noted in the past. 

ARGYLL ETKIN LIMITED 
Incorporating Eric Etkin Ltd. 

and 
Argyll Stamp Co. Ltd. 

Directors: Eric Etkin, C. Angus Parker, W. R. Hart, Norman Entract, 
Michael J. Hodgson, Arthur J. Brown, Glyn Page, Malcolmn Lacey, 

S. Etkin, S. E. Hart, B. P. Parker 
55 New Bond St., London WI , England 

Telephone: 01-499-1781/1782 
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What does 

the ASDA 

mean to you? 

Here are eight beneficial answers: 
1. Every member of the American Stamp Dealers' Association has signed a 

Code of Ethics and Pledge to promote fa ir trade practices and good rela­
tions with the public, assuring the collector of the highest standards of 
ethics in all their dealings. 

2. ASDA members offer a medium for trade through the outright purchase 
or sale of individual stamps, covers and collections or by conducting public 
auctions, or both. 

3. The ASDA disseminates accurate and reliable phil atelic information to the 
collecting fraternity either through the medium of the public press or by 
private means. 

4. The ASDA and its members individually, assist recognized agencies of the 
government in the prosecution of law violations relating to philately. 

S. The ASDA and its chapters bold annual exhibitions for the benefit of the 
bobby, to promote and encourage new collectors and educate the public 
at large. 

6. Advice and counsel is available from the members with respect to all 
aspects of collecting and particularly with respect to purchase or sale of 
valuable properties. 

7. The ASDA has recommended a code of conditions for the conduct of 
public auctions. 

8. The American Stamp Dealers' Association together with the American Phil­
atelic Society has formed a joint Expertization Committee which for the 
first time in the history of phil ately offers the collector and dealer alike 
a group of experts in every field of collecting who can authenticate rare 
stamps with a certification of their true state. 

£ 
AMERICAN ST AMP 

DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
595 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. I 0022 
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A REVOLUTIONARY CONCEPT IN ALBUMS 
" • • • offers a new dimension in collecting, and the best 
example of 'painless history' yet published." 

-Ed Susman, Hartford TIMES 

"One of the finest albums we've seen • • • the heroic 
struggJe for our nation's independence comes to life in 
the pages • . ." 

-Hal Shapiro, Long Island Sunday PRESS 

", •. provides spaces for over 130 stamps, chronologically 
portraying the struggle for independence and the be­
ginning of a new nation." 

-Franklin Bruns, Jr .. The Philadelphia INQUIRER 

"Organized with space for over 130 stamps to tell the 
entire story from Lexington and Concord to the 1789 in­
auguration of our first president." 

-H. Rowland Dallas MORNING PRESS 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION STAMP ALBUM 
From Minkus. the Creative Publishers, for every collector. every American. 
this unique a,lbum is at once an illustrated history of the American Revolution 
AND a handsome volume in which to display over 130 significant stamps. 
Relive the nation's birth through words. pictures and the appropriate stamps 
which were created to commemorate this inspiring story. From the founding 
of the first colonies through Washington's inauguration in 1789. By Beatrice 
Hessen. Managing Editor of the MINKUS STAMP JOURNAL. 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION STAMP ALBUM. 
including 1974 Supplement ........................... ..................................... $10.00 

STAMPS FOR THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION STAMP ALBUM 

ALL UNUSED - THROUGH 1974 

135 different historical issues that tell the story of the war that gave 
America its independence ............................................... ..................... $329.00 

114 different stamps (all included in the group above) . ...... .. .... .. ...... $ 64.00 
64 different stamps (included in the groups above) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . $ 20.00 
100 different used stamps ............. .......... ...... .. .. ........................................ .. ... $ 10.75 
SO different used stamps (included in group above) .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. $ 3.50 

All merchandise available at lead i ng dealers acroS'S the nation and the stamp &. co i n depart­
ment of these fine stores: 

ATLANTA-Rich' s 
BOSTON-Jordan Marsh 
CHEVY CHASE-Woodward &. Lothrop 
CHICAGO-Marshall F ield &. Co. 
Cl NCI NNATl-Pogue's 
CLEVELAND-The H i gbee Co. 
CO LUM BUS-Lazarus 
DENVER-May- D &. F Co. 
GARDEN CITY, N . Y.-Gimbels 
HARTFORD-G. Fox 
HOUSTON-Foley' s 
INDIANAPOLIS-L. S. Ayres 
MILWAUKEE, WISC.-Gl mbels 
NEW ORLEANS-Mai son Blanche 
NEW YORK-Gimbels, Gimbels East 
PARAMUS, N. J.-Glmbels 

PH I LA DELPH IA-Gimbels 
PITTSBU RGH-Kaufmann's 
PORTLAND-Meier&. Frank 
RICH MON D-Thalh imer's 
ROCH ESTER-Sibley's 
SAN ANTONIO-Joske' s of Texas 
SAN FRANCISCO-The Empori um 
SANTA ANA , CA.- The Bon Marche 
SHERMAN OAKS, CA.-Bullock's 
SKOKIE, ILL.-Marsh a ll Field&. Co. 
ST. LOUIS. MO.-The Famous B arr 
TORRANCE, CA. ( Del Amo)-Bullock's 
TOWSON , MD.-Hutzler's 
VALLEY STREAM , N. Y.-Gimbels 
WASHINGTON-Woodward &. Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N . Y .-Gimbels 
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Special 
hiterphil 
Auction 

During January, February, and March we will be 
travelling extensively in order to acquire single 
stamps, covers, sets, and specialized collections for our 
extraordinary Interphil Public Auction. This sale will 
take place during the huge international stamp show to 
be held in Philadelphia on May 29 through June 6, 1976. 
Every lot in the sale will be on display in our superbooth 
during the time of the show. This plan will afford the 
tens of thousands of Interphil visitors the opportunity to 
view those lots in our highly secure private showroom at 
Interphil and to attend the auction at a convenient time 
and place. 

If you have philatelic material that you feel is 
worthy of being included in such a sale, please contact us 
promptly. The number of lots will be limited and the 
standards will be high. The catalog will have greater 
distribution than perhaps any in history. 

We look forward to 
hearing from you soon. 

Earl P.L 

1819 John F. Kennedy Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Inc. 
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M

worth of U.S. & Canadian stamps 

were purchased last year by 

/It.~~~® 
Dk C)i)ortl& ~Jtzuy %1r0 

The smallest collection was $102.00 
The largest collection was $35,000 

When you have a collection 
or accumulation of stamps to sell , 

contact Harris. Obviously the 
world's largest stamp seller must also be 

the world' s largest buyer. 

Top prices paid for 

UNITED ST A TES 

CANADA · 

FOREIGN SETS 

RARITIES 

COVERS 

Contact: 

ltt~~JLJ· 
Appraisa l Dept. 
64 5 Summer S t. 

Bosto n, Mass. 0 2 110 

NO COLLECTION 
TOO LARGE OR TOO SMALL 
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HICKS SLAWSON 

LILLY MALCOLM 

SIMPSON WEATHERLY 

NEIN KEN CLIFFORD 

BINGHAM DIKE 

KOHN MATTHIES 

BAKER PARKER 

MACKEY DOWNING 

WISEMAN BLAKE 

FAULSTICH NEWBURY 

KRUG SEYMOUR 

These are the names of just a few of the important philatelists whose special­
ized collections we have sold. There are hundreds of others, many desiring 
anonymity. 

THERE'S A REASON WHY WE HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE 
SALE OF THEIR SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS AND THE REASON IS 
SIMPLY THIS ! 

We know what we're doing! 

It takes years of experience and the knowledge acquired over those years to 
be able to give proper treatment in full measure to such important collec­
tions. We possess these requirments and it is something to keep in mind when 
the time comes for the disposal of your specialized collection, to say nothing 
of your holdings in straight material. Informative brochure sent on request. 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc. 
120 EAST 56th STREET 

TEL. (212) 753-6421 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

ESTABLISHED 44 YEARS 
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EDITORIAL 

A Grim but Pertinent Subject 

As long as we can remember, phila­

telic organizations, large and small, 
national and local, have appealed for 
funds to keep their operations solvent. 
This is particularly true during these 
times when runaway inflation, increas­
ing material and labor costs are driv­
ing treasurers and budget planners to 
frustration as they endeavor to balance 
static income against growing expenses. 

The Collectors Club is no different. 
Indeed, its financial requirements may 
be just a bit more imperative because 
of its continuing efforts to offer its in­
ternational membership the very finest 
programs and services in its own home. 
A home that unquestionably is the most 
comfortable and utilitarian in the land, 
standing in the heart of one of New 
York's most fashionable sections. 

In recent weeks our co-chairmen of 
the Capital Fund have sent the mem­
bership an urgent appeal for contri­
butions and participation in a "Shares 
in the Future of the Collectors Club" 
plan. 

Response already is gratifying. At 
least one "Patron's Share" ($5 ,000) 
was pledged on the day the drive to 
take care of our annual operating de­
ficits began. 

Hopefully, the remaining nine-tenths 
of our $50,000 goal for 1976 will be 
reached! 

This brings us to an area which, 
until now, never has been brought to 
the attention of our members: suggest­
ing that the Collectors Club be remem­
bered when they are preparing a will. 

Death is hardly the most pleasant 
subject, but, since all of us are faced 
with it daily, why shouldn't philate­
lists be addressed with the same frank­
ness that schools, colleges, fraternities , 
churches and charity organizations use 
in asking us to consider them as heirs? 

While we are enjoying life the 
amount of cash we would like to donate 
for the good and welfare of the Col­
lectors Club usually is reduced because 
there always is that germ of fear for 
76 
our own security in the twilight years. 
But, in contemplating the future, 

when we no longer will have need of 
money and material property, a greater 
generosity is perfectly in order. 

Government agencies normally take 
substantial chunks out of an estate to 
minimize that which is left {or those 
who have been named as heirs but are 
not eligible for deduction credits. The 
bequest of valuable material, whether 
cash, securities or philatelic properties, 
to the Collectors Club for its numerous 
educational programs and projects be­
comes therefore a truly worthwhile 
and practical way of "getting the most 
out of what we leave behind us." 

In many ways, naming the Club as 
an heir is perfectly reasonable. 

Consider the innumerable hours we 
have enjoyed its facilities and services. 
How much have its publications done 
to increase our knowledge and appre­
ciation of the broader aspects of our 
avocational interests? How numerous 
have been the friends we have devel­
oped at meetings, in the library and 
through correspondence? In short, the 
ways in which Collectors Club mem­
bership has made our individual lives 
more fruitful, rewarding and pleasant 
are too many to enumerate! 

A bequest may not immortalize its 
giver in the same manner as have the 
temples and tombs of ancient Egyp­
tians, the Taj Mahal or even the Wash­
ington Monument. But for as long as 
philately endures and the Collectors 
Cl ub remains as America's premier in­
stitution, the member who carefully 
plans his testament can build for him­
self a lasting memorial that will be 
honored, respected and cherished by 
those presently on our rolls and by 
countless generations of future phila­
telists. 

During the eight decades of our ex­
istence several members spontaneously 
·included the club in their wills without 
any solicitation such as this. These 
generous, thoughtful benefactors have 



Jone much for the club and their gifts 
are permanently recorded throughout 
The Collectors Club for stampdom's 
posterity. 

So, when you think about an up­
dated will, may we encourage you to 
1881111111111

March 1976 
recall the delight The Collectors Club 
has provided over the years? Having 
done so, please make a point of includ­
ing it as one of the beneficiaries that 
shall be named in your testament. 

(E.A.K.) 
1111 881 
1976 PROGRAM AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March 3 

March 12-14 

March 17 

April 7 

April 21 

May 5 

May 12 

May 19 

May 26 

May 30 

June 16 

September 15 

October 6 

October 20 

Novem·ber 3 

November 17 

December 1 

December 15 

- NETHERLANDS CLASSICS-Dr. Fred Reed, New 
York. N. Y. 

- ANNUAL COMPETITION 

- U.S. WESTERN COVERS-Marc Haas, New York, 
N.Y. 

- U.S. 1886-1898-Rudolph Wunderlich, Ossining, N. Y. 

- THE DALE-LICHTENSTEIN GERMAN ST ATES -
Ethel Harper for the Anne Boyd Lichtenstein Foun­
dation. 

- THE TYPESET ST AMPS OF HAW All-Thurston 
Twigg-Smith, Honolulu, Hawaii 

- ANNUAL AWARD DINNER 

- CLASSICAL SPAIN - Louis Cervera·Vera, Madrid, 
Spain 

- OPEN HOUSE HONORING "INTERPHIL" VISI­
TORS-Cocktails 5.7 P. M. 

- COLLECTORS CLUB "INTERPHIL" LUNCHEON 
at PHILADELPHIA 

- SWEDEN-Tomas Bjaringer, Brussels, Belgium 

SUMMER RECESS 

- BUENOS AIRES-John Boker, Scarsdale, N. Y. 

- UNITED ST ATES, 1847·1857-Louis Grunin, Spring 
Valley, N. Y. 

- THE U.S. 3 CENT, 1851-61-Thomas J. Alexander, 
Prairie Village, Kansas 

- CONFEDERATE PHILATELY-Charles E. Kil· 
bourne, Charlottesville, Virginia 

- CANADIAN RATE COVERS, 1851-1875-W. E. Lea, 
London, England 

- MAILS VIA PANAMA-Col. James T. DeVoss, State 
College, Pa. 

- BOARD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HOUSE 

Program Committee: 

LOUIS GRUNIN, Chairman ABBOT LUTZ 
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Letters to the Editor 
Perforated Insignia 

We read with considerable interest 
Floyd Walker's fine article in "The 
Collectors Club Philatelist," dated 
November 1975, about Perforated In­
signia. He has made it a fascinating 
story and we were especially interested 
in his reference to the fact that Sloper's 
business still exists; we know it, as it 
is in a small street just off West End 
Lane in Northwest London. 

Incidentally, on another point, F . 
Hugh Vallancey's name was spelled 
thus, not Vallency. 
78 
Near the end of bhe article Mr. 
Walker refers to Vojtech Maxa's men­
tion of a perfin on an Austrian stamp, 
in 1879. Consequently we feel sure 
that you will be interested in the en­
closed photo of a post card perforated 
Paget & Co. Wien, which we have. The 
card has Paget's advertisement on the 
reverse. We consider this to be one of, 
if not the earliest perfin postal sta­
tionery. 

L. N. & M. Williams, 
London, England 
lt Gemischtwhdl.,. . Ottakri 11 
• ' r"'~ • • -~- _ L -- a• • 

1tr. 55. 
Long Way to Tibet 

Since the publication in the Novem­
ber, 1975, number of the Collectors 
Club Philatelist of the example cover 
used from Urga, Mongolia, to Tibet 
l.n the Spring of 1911, I have had 
several replies furnishing the transla­
tion of the characters on its face. Since 
this may be of interest to other collec­
tors, I am offering it for publication. 

We will furnish translations from 
right to left of the three vertical col­
umns of Chinese characters : The right 
hand column reads: "Kiang-Tze (Gy­
antse) Tibet Post Office." The mid­
dle column reads: Wang Tze Ting, 
Lord (Title), Honorably (Please) to 
open. The left hand column reads: By 
Way Siberia through Capitol (Peking) 
From Mongolia, Ku Luan (Urga) 
office sealed (sent). 

Further, one of our correspondents 
furnishes a correction of dating as re­
corded. It was posted in Urga on April, 
1, 1911 , Lunar year which would be 
April 29th by the Gregorian calendar. 
It was received in Peking on April , 
12th. Lunar year (May 16th. Greg­
orian). 

It is also interesting to note that the 
letter was routed via Siberia. There is, 
however, no postal marking to verify 
this on the cover itself. 

H. D. S. Haverbeck, 
Bernardsville, N. J. 



THE FIL CHNER A ND SCH A CKLETON 
EXPEDITIONS 1911 to 1922 
A PHILA T ELIC EPITA PH 

By Alain Gibbs 

T he Filchner Expedition of 1911 and the Shackleton Expedition of 1922 
into the Antarctic may have been scientific failures, nevertheless they did 
provide postal historians with some fascinating material. 
Virtually all of the early twentieth 
century expeditions into the Antarctic 
used the Falkland Islands, or more 
correctly the Dependency of South 
Georgia, as a base from which to oper·· 
ate. Some of them, like the German 
Filchner Expedition of 1911, directly 
affected the postal history of the area. 
Others, such as the final voyage of 
Shackleton, left but a few unused 
"proof" impressions from date stamps. 
Oddly, the latter of the two, although 
strictly outside the philatelic influence 
of both the Falkland Islands and the 
dependencies, is usuaIJy included in 
books of reference and in major wl­
lections of the country. 

The only post office in South Geor­
gia at the time of these two expedi­
tions was opened at King Edward 

Alain Gibbs has written many articles 
for British stamp journals. Formerly 
with W. E. Lea of London, he is a 
full-time professional. He has recently 
come to the United States and is now 
with H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
March 1976 
Grove, Grytviken, on December 3rd 
1909-some 798 miles from the main 
post office of the Falkland Islands at 
Port Stanley. It was under the charge 
of the island's Resident Magistrate a:id 
his small official staff-normally more 
than sufficient to cope with the largely 
seasonal population, most of whom 
were Scandinavian whalers. 

At that time there was no telegraphic 
communication between this lonely 
outpost arid the main body of the 
Falklands. Mail had to be first carried 
to Buenos Aires by ship and then re­
transported to Port Stanley. Other sail­
ings from South Georgia were either 
from Husvik or Leith Harbors with 
their destination England and Norway. 

In 1910, Dr. Wilhelm Filchner, im­
pressed by earlier reports of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton, became imbued with the 
desire to undertake an expedition of 
his own for the exploration of the Ant­
arctic continent. Presenting a paper be­
fore the "Allgemeinen Sitzung der 
GesseIIschaft fiir Erdkunde" of Berlin, 
he expounded a theory (first implied 
by Shackleton) that there was water 
79 
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E1tp ditionuchill chen Antarl<hschen tl(pl'thho11 

J 

The ''Deutscbland" used by the Filcbner Expedition to explore the South 
Polar regions. 
south of latitude 75. A theory, if prov­
ed, that would show the Antarctic con­
tinent was not a single land mass, but 
was divided in two--or that the area 
was a southern version of Greenland. 
Also, if proven correct, it would pro­
vide a southern route through the con­
tinent which would be invaluable to 
whaling ships working in the area. 

The original plan for this twentieth 
century reenactment of the search for 
the " ortheast Passage" was to send 
out a double expedition. A ship would 
approach the center of the area from 
the Weddel Sea and another ship would 
attempt the same goal from the Ross 
Sea-with or without the use of dog 
sleds where the water was totally 
frozen over. Unfortunately, the esti­
mates of the cost ranged from 1.2 mil­
lion marks for a single vessel to over 
2 million marks for two ships. An un­
solvable problem, it forced a reduc­
tion in size of the expedition and only 
one ship was used. The original plan 
was amended. Now, the single ship 
would make a landing as far south as 
possible in the Weddel Sea and the at­
tempt from the Ross Sea would be 
made by sled. They would be helped 
to some extent by the fact that four 
hundred miles or so of the route had 
0 
already been documented by previous 
explorers. 

The following year the expedition 
left Hamburg on May 3rd beaded for 
Buenos Aires. Their vessel was a Nor­
wegian sailing ship now called the 
"Deutschland." It was commanded by 
a Captain Vahsel. 

After an uneventful voyage they 
reached the Argentinian capital where 
dogs and ponies were added to the 
crew. Shortly thereafter, they weigh­
ed anchor and set sail for South Geor­
gia, arriving at the remote island on 
October 21st 1911. There they re­
mained for 48 days before setting off 
on the final leg of their journey of ex­
ploration on December 1 ltb 1911. 

No official postage stamps were sup­
plied to the expedition, except for 
private labels printed in red depicting 
the "Deutscbland" and bearing the 
legend, "Deutsche Sudpolar Expedi­
tion." These were affixed to regular 
mail and cancelled in violet with one 
of the ship's two cachets. The first, re­
corded during November 1911 , con­
sists of three lines-Polarschiff Deut­
schland I Sud Georgien I and date. 
Toward the end of the ship's long stay 
in South Georgia, a four line cachet 
was used. It was similar to the one 



listed above, but with the word, "Gryt­
viken," making up the fourth line. Al­
though the final date is recorded by 
Andrews as January 2nd 1912, several 
examples of the second type are re­
corded on mail dated December 10th 
1911 , just one day before the depar­
ture of the "Deutschland." 

Peculiarly, during the year 1911 
three times the usual amount of mail 
passed through South Georgia. This 
led to a serious shortage of 1 p and 
2l/2p postage stamps in the fall which 
was the beginning of the whaling sea­
son. New supplies of stamps for the 
postmaster of South Georgia had to 
be obtained from Port Stanley. As 
mentioned earlier this was a lengthy 
business which could take many weeks 
to be effected. 
M
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Letter from the Filchner Expedition to Hamburg bearing the expedition's 
private label and fuor-line cachet plus two 2Ihp Falkland Island stamps. 
Faced with such a "crisis," the post­
master had little choice but to prepare 
his own "provisional" for use during 
the waiting period. 

It took the form of a simple hand­
stamp bearing the words, "PAID . . . 
AT SOUTH GEORGIA" in two lines. 
The space after the word "PAID" was 
for the manuscript insertion of the 
arch 1976 
charges-Ip or 2lj2p-as the occasion 
demanded . The provisional, in addi­
tion, bore the initials, E.B.B., for Ed­
ward Beveridge, the postmaster. 

The total amount of postage accrued 
from these provisionals is recorded as 
approximately 18 pounds. B. S. H. 
Grant1 deduced from the above that 
no more than about 2,000 of them 
could have been issued. Thus, in terms 
of current market availability, these 
provisionals are extremely scarce. Par­
alleling this is the somewhat enig­
matic situation that although basically 
prepared to prepay the postage on 
letters sent by whalers to Scandinavia 
and Northern Europe, Any Mail of 
this period to Norway and Sweden is 
relatively unobtainable. 

Popular concensus of opinion used 
to be that the shortage of postage 
stamps was a direct result of the visit 
by the "Deutschland." I am not so sure, 
although it cannot be denied that the 
expedition, or its impending arrival, 
may have aided the decision. The first 
recorded usage of the provisional is 
given by Andrews2 as October 18th 
1911, some three days before the 
1. The Postage Stamps of the Falkland Islands and Dependencies. 
2. C:rncellations of the Falkland Islands and Dependencies. 
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Postcard to Berlin from the F ilchner Expedition with the private label and 
four-line cachet used by them. It also bears a Ip Falkland Island stamp. 
ship arrived. This would seem to 
imply that the handstamp was issued 
purely as a precaution, since much of 
the mail posted with the special expe­
dition cachet bears lp values. How­
ever, if any major reason has to be at­
tributed to the shortage of postage, it 
could, perhaps, be more properly laid 
to the fact that the seasonal population 
was largely Scandinavian and the letter 
rate for the area was 21/zp. The post 
card rate was Ip. Peculiarly enough , 
Postmaster Beveridge does not seem to 
have realized this seasonal error. As 
late as 1928 a similar situation led to 
the issuance of a 21/zp on 2p provi­
sional. Once again, it was largely to 
prepay postage on whaler's letters to 
Scandinavia. 
, Leaving South Georgia, the "Deut­
schland" reached Prinz Regent Luit­
pold Land on January 30th 1912, 
Caird Coast being discovered shortly 
thereafter. A base camp was attempt­
ed on the ice barrier, but thawing and 
drifting resulted in its being abandoned 
after only a week. The "Deutschland" 
then became frozen in the ice . Unabl e 
to move a fraction of an inch she 
drifted northward with the ice pack for 
almost eight months (March 15 to 
November 26). Finally able to extri-
 

cate herself she returned to South 
Georgia, reaching there in December 
1912. During this period Captain Vab­
sel died and the expedition had to 
admit failure. They had not proved 
the existence of a split continent or of 
Morell's "New South Greenland" - a 
geographic question already ancient in 
the then current history of the Ant­
arctic continent. 

The Shackleton-Rowett Expedition 
of 1921-22 intended to explore the 
Antarctic coast from Enderby Land 
westwards to Coat's Island, a distance 
of some 2,500 miles. Its basic purpose 
was to call at many of the seldom vis­
ited islands of the Southern Atlantic, 
fndian and Pacific oceans with a view 
to geological, zoological and botanical 
study. The proposed route was from 
London to Rio de Janeiro, Tristan da 
Cunha and Gough Island before stop­
uing at South Georgia. After that, the 
expedition would head for the islands 
of the ew Zealand Dependencies and 
then home via the Atlantic. 

The ship chosen for the long journey 
was the Norwegian built "Foca I." She 
was extensively altered to adapt to the 
southern waters that were so different 
from those she previously experienced 
in northern Europe and her name was 
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Double proof strike on a 1 shilling value, never used, of the 
straight-line boxed dies for Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island. 
changed to the "Quest" by LaJy 
Shackleton. 111 feet long and 23 feet 
in the beam, she was fitted with a 125 
horse-power auxiliary engine of the 
compound type and was capable of a 
speed of 7 knots an hour. 

Before she left London on Septem­
ber 17th 1921 , Sir Ernest Shackleton 
had been given the status of Postal 
Agent and had been supplied with a 
special date stamp for use on mail dur­
ing the exped ition. It bore the words 
- S.R. Atlantic/ Expedition 1921. He 
was also supplied with a number of 
British postage stamps in Yzp, l p, l 1/ 1 p, 
2p, 6p, l sh, 2sh, Ssh and lOsh values. 
Any values other than those just men­
tioned are "proof strikes" taken from 
dies at the post office in London prior 
to the departure of the expedition. As 
such, they are much rarer than any ex­
amples cancelled during the j1)urney. 
The total quantities used of all these 
stamps range from just 40 of the 
higher values to 1,146 of the lp. 

Shackleton was also given three 
straight-line boxed dies to be used at 
significant ports of call . They were 
"TRISTAN DA CUNHA," "GOUGH 
ch 1976 
ISLAND" and "E DERBY LAND." 
The R.Y.S. Quest reached Tristan da 

Cunha in May 1922, collected some 
mail and cancelled a portion with the 
special date stamp. Most covers bear 
an additional strike, that of the regular 
double circle of Tristan da Cunha. The 
straight-line boxed die was not used. 
Circumstances were to prevent the use 
of the other two. 

Shackleton died at South Gorgia be­
fore the expedition could reach its in­
tended area of exploration. He was 
buried in the small cemetery there. Th~ 
simple funeral was attended by most 
of the whalers in the area - and the 
only woman then living in South Geor­
gia. 

After Shackleton's death, the office 
of Postal Agent passed to Frank Wilda 
who kept an extensive diary of the 
events. Unfortunately, he included no 
reference to the three cachets. Whether 
they were mislaid or he decided not to 
use them will never be made clear. 

As for the expedition, the route was 
changed and the "Quest" headed for 
home, finally docking in Plymouth 
Sound on the 15th of September 1922. 
3. Shackleton's Last Voyage, the Story ·of the Quest. 
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POSTAL MARKINGS 

OF THE A.E.F. 

FRANCE - 1917-18 

By Theo Van Dam 

Although quite scarce in compari­

son to regular A.P.O. covers, new 

types of A.E.F. postal markings 

are still being discovered and others 

may still be in hiding. 

Figure 1. 

Theo Van Dam, author of the prize­
winning Steinway Fund publication, 
"The Postal History of Spain," is a 
leading authority on the cancellations 
and postal markings of World War I. 
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The United States declared war on 
Germany on April 6th, 1917. Two 
months later American troops had 
landed in France and the need for 
postal communication became vital. No 
time was lost. Official Order No. 43 
was issued and put into effect and, by 
June 15th the Army had a U.S. Postal 
Agent. He was Marcus H . Bunn who, 
until given this assignment, had been 
the Assistant Superintendent of the 
Rai lway Postal Service. 

Mr. Bunn, working as speedily as 
those who had issued Official Order 
No. 43, succeeded in establ ishing the 
first United States Army Post Office 
in France in record time. It opened 
J uly 10, 1917, a little over three weeks 
after his appointment. It became 
known as "A.P.O. No. 1" and was at 
St. Nazaire. Two days later, "A.P.O. 
No. 2" opened in Paris. Others fol­
lowed in rapid numerical order, going 
as high as No. 18 at Saumur. 

Unfor tunately, the numbers began 
to be confused with those of the Brit­
ish Army and Field Post Offices and 
the French, "Tressor et Postes," caus­
ing delay and even loss of mail. The 
French requested a change in number­
ing. Accordingly, in September it was 
decided to change the "low numbers" 
(the term usually used for A.P.O.s 
(1-18) to a " 700" series. No. 1 be­
came 701, No. 2 became 702 and so 
on.* 

At first the post offices were operat­
ed by civilians under the supervision 
of the Army. This ended on May 9th 
191 8 with the issuance of General Or­
der No. 72. This put all the post offices 
under the management of the Military 
Postal Express Service which was run 
completely by Army personnel. 
*The changeover took almost three months to effect and it wasn't until the end of 1917 that 
the "700 series" went into use. "Low numbers" are still found on letters mailed in 1918. 



The Early (Low Number) Types 

A rubber handstamp containing a 
four-bar killer similar to that used by 
the avy (Figure 1) was supplied to 
the first seven A .P.O.s . Later, another 
type of canceller was issued with a 
"barrel" killer. Its distribution, use and 
varieties deserve an article of their own 
and it will not be disscussed here. 

As with all such hasty operations, 
things often went amiss. The four-bar 
killer (the standard cancelling device) 
was not always available, providing the 
philatelist with several interesting vari­
eties. A.P.O. No. 2 (Paris), for ex­
ample, is found with the "2" outside 
the circle (Figure 2), and also in a 
"straightline" with the date reading 
"7.9.17" (Figure 3) . Since this post 
office was not opened until July 12th 
March 1976 
1917, it is safe to assume that the 
European system of dating was used 
in this cancel (date-month-year). Thus, 
the cancel is for September 7th 1917, 
a late usage for this type of marking. 

A.P.O. No. 3 (Gondrecourt) was 
established July 28th 1917. It, too, is 
found as a "straightline," with various 
dates (Figure 4). The earliest known, 
so far, of any A.E.F. A.P.O. marking 
is one of these dated July 30th. 

A very curious cancel is the barred 
No. 5 (Bordeaux) sent from A.P.O. 
No. 722 (La Courtine) (Figure 5). 
Tt was found on a registered letter 
dated Jun~ 19th 1918. It is possible 
that the "5" bears no relation to the 
A.P.O. number, but was merely used 
to obliterate the stamps. 
Figure 2. 

A P 0 2. 

1 9 191°1 
Figure 3. 
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No 3 AuG 8 1917 

\J .S. ATIY'Y 

No. 3 Aub• I l9\7 

U.S.Army PostatServrce 

No. 3 Jvly 30, 1917 

Figure 4. 
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Figure 10. 

Figure 12. 

Figure 13. 
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Figure 14. 
The "700" and "900" Series 

Actually there are two types of 
markings found in the "700" and "900" 
series . They are: 

l) Rubber handstamps like that 
shown in Figure I with the numbers 
changed for use in the "700" series. 

2) Improvised (or makeshift 
types, locally made ) . They are gener­
ally "straightlines," but in a few cases 
are " boxed" or "panel" types . 
March 1976 
The reasons they were used vary. 
Sorne!imes the regu lar marking devices 
were worn out atid were not replaced 
in time. Some areas were isolated and 
not access ible to regular postal person­
nel, forcing the local post office clerks 
to improvise. 

Interestingly enough, these markings 
are mostly fo und during two special 
periods: 

1) March-Apri l 1919. This was the 
time when the Civilian Army Post 
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offices were taken over by the Military 
Express Postal Service. 

2) August-September 1918. This is 
the period when the "700" numbers 
were exhausted and were about to be 
continued with the "900" series. 

The following listing is far from 
complete, since these markings are 
88 
quite scarce in comparison to regular 
A.P.O. covers. However, many more 
types are being found and are constant­
ly being added to it. Unfortunately, 
A.E.F. covers are often in very poor 
condition and the strikes are, in many 
cases, indistinct, making it difficult to 
identify them with ease. 
1. Changed Rubber Handstamps: 

A.P.O. No. Location (or unit) 
716 Brest 
725 St. Maxent 
726 Blois 

Date(s) Found 
1/ 14/ 18 
3/ 20/ 18 
2/ 12, 2/ 16, 3/ 18 
4/ 27/ 18 

Fig. 
6 
7 

8 

These may be the most frequently found markings: 

727 41st Division 2/ 6/ 18 9 
728 1st Army Art. Hq. 2/ 6-4/ 30 / 18 10 
729 1st Div. 2/ 3, 5/ 3/ 18 11 
731 N eufchateau 2/ 11-4/ 11 / 18 12 
732 Vittel 3/ 30/ 18 13 
733 Angers 4/ 11-5/ 2/ 18 14 
735 La Rochelle - A.P .O. 3/ 28-4/ 29/18 15 

No. applied separately 

" 
Same - No. inside dater 4/ 12-4/ 29/ 18 16 

738 Chateauroux, No. red or 
magenta 4/ 11-4/ 28/18 17 

" 
Chateauroux, date ap-
plied separately 4/ 29/ 18 18 

739 77th Div. (possibly 735) 5/ 30/ 18 19 
743 35th Div. , No. vertical 8/ 21-8/ 8/ 18 20 
745 5th Div. Not listed 
907 Bar le Due 11 / 2-11 / 28/ 18 21 

" 
APO No. 

under year 1/ 4, 5/ 19 22 

2. Improvised Tlypes - Often Undated 

701 St. Nazaire, also with 
P.E.S. 5/ 26-29/ 19 (late) 

707 with Germany, listed as 
Mailly no date 23 

709 26th Div. w / US Army 
P.O. 10/ 4/ 18 24 

709 26th Div. with APO no date 25 
713A Romantin, Neg. single 

No. 8/ 13-8/ 16/ 18 26 
717 Tours, oblique single No. 11/ 2/ 17 27 
739 77th Div. US Army Pos-

tal Service 6/ 17/ 18 (arrival) 28 
740 3rd Div., single No. ? 8/ 11 / 18 29 
747 Serey, APO 5/ 28/ 18 30 

" 
Serey, APO may be same 
as Fig. 29 6/ 3/ 18 31 



" 
Serey, w/ lines, date al-

5/ 18-6/ 21 / 18 ways shown as 6/ 3, but 
used by several offices & 2/ 1-4/ 5/ 19 32 

752 Marseille, No. only, Pas. 7/ 25 / 28 33 
Marseille, No. only, Neg. 5/ 20/ 18 34 

" 753 Berey, from US APO no date 35 
761 89th Div., Panel type 

(see 791) 11 / 12/18 
763 37th Div., w/ AEF no date 36 
767 Nantes, single No., Neg. 7 / 22-8 / 14/ 18 37 
772 Verneuil, boxed 8/ 8-9/ 11/ 18 38 

" 
Verneuil , with APO no date 39 

777 78th Div., with APO or 
Army Post Office 8/ 10-9/ 21 / 18 40 

791 6st Div., w / OD or DPR 3/ 3/ 19 41 
61st Div., Panel type 10/ 26/ 18 42 

793 7th Div., No. only 8/ 28/ 18 43 
795 88th Div. 2/ 3/ 19 44 
901 Milano (Italy) 9/ 25/ 18-2/ 3/ 19 45 

(The WWI-AEF Study Group of the War Cover Club is compiling a more com­
prehensive listing which will be released in the near future as part of a handbook 
to be published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund). 
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Figure 15. 

Figure 17. 

Figure 16. 

Figure 18. 
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Figure 19. 

Figure 21. 

Figure 24. 

Figure 26. 
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Figure 22. 

Figure 23 . . 

A.P.D.709 
Figure 25. 

Figure 27. 
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Figure 43. 
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THE SIRIUS COVERS 
The First Transatlantic Mail Via Steam Navigation 

By Calve+ M. Hahn 

Low slung and black, 320 horsepower, 178 feet long and 703 tons burthen, 
the Sirius was the first vessel to carry letters across the Atlantic by steam. 
The historic transoceanic voyage of 
the Sirius in the spring of 183 8 inau­
gurated regular steam navigation across 
the Atlantic. True, two earlier vessels, 
the Savannah in 1819 and the Royal 
William in 1833, had used steam to 
cross the Atlantic, but not all the way. 
Both, at times, had to resort to sail. Of 
the two, the Savannah is known to have 
carried letters.* 

The honor of inaugurating Atlantic 
steam navigation had not been planned 
for the Sirius. Junius Smith, owner of 
March 1976 
the British and American Steam Navi­
gation Company had intended to use 
another ship, the British Queen, to 
make this first trip. Unfortunately, the 
company that was building her went 
bankrupt. That, combined with the 
accelerated attempt of Smith's rival, 
the Great Western Steam Navigation 
Company, to give the palm to their 
newly constructed Great Western, forc­
ed Smith to change vessels in mid­
ocean. Using the influence of one of 
his directors, Joseph Pim of Liverpool, 
*Only one letter of those carried on the Savannah is known to exist today. It is in the 
Savannah. Georgia, museum, a gift of Mrs. Frank Holowbush. 

<C Copyright 1976, Ca!vet M. Hahn 
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he chartered the 320 horsepower, 178 
foot, 703 ton Sirius from the St. George 
Steam Packet Company. It was a sur­
prising move - from a coastal vessel 
running between Cork and Dublin since 
her launching late in 1837, she had 
suddenly become the choice to make 
the transatlantic run for glory-and to 
hold the fort until the British Queen 
was finished. 

Rumors of letters carried on this 
maiden voyage have circulated among 
collectors for years. For example, Rob­
ertson (page B-49, History of the Ship 
Letters of the British Isles) states in 
regard to the maiden strip of the Sirius: 

"She is reported to have carried mail 
on this voyage, but at present en­
dorsed examples are unrecorded ." 
Figure 1. Liverpool printed prices current carried on the Maiden Voyage of the "Sirius" 
and marked on arrival with a red orange 30mm NEW-YORK/SHIP/APR/23 and manuscript 
20-3/4 rate to Richmond. 
The maiden voyage cover in Figure 1 
was sold as lot #533A in the Zimmer­
man 31st Auction. While there are 
about a dozen Sirius covers known, this 
is the only example thus far reported 
from the maiden trip. As such, it is a 
philatelic rarity of the first water for 
it represents the first mail to have 
94 
crossed the Atlantic entirely by steam. 
If unique, it is an irreplaceable piece of 
postal history. 

Discussing the voyage, N. R. P. 
Bonsor, a major student of steam navi­
gation (North Atlantic Highway), 
quotes the Constitution or Cork Ad­
vertiser of April 5, 1838 as follows: 

"The Sirius. One of the most inter­
esting sights witnessed for some 
time on our River was the depar­
ture of this splendid steamer yester­
day for N. Y. There were on board 
30 state cabin, 29 fore cabin and 
35 steerage passengers. The Sirius 
was advertised to sail from Cork 
on the 2nd, but in consequence of 
the non-arrival of the Ocean, which 
had been delayed by foggy weather, 
her departure was deferred until 
yesterday." 

He indicates further, that he is not 
quite sure when the vessel left London, 
but thinks it was March 31st. The 
Marine Historical Association's vol­
ume, Junius Smith, by E. LeRoy Pond 
tells the story of the founder of the line 
giving the various prospecti used to 
raise funds. In a tantalizing note on 
page 104, Pond reports, 

"While the Great Western was de­
layed by an accident, the Sirius 
slipped away, and after touching at 
A reearcher specializing in early 
U. S. postal history, Calvet Hahn is 
the author of "The Postal History Pri­
mer," as well as many articles dealing 
with this subject. 



Cork and experiencing a mutiny of 
the crew who were fearful, arrived 
at New York, April 22, 1838 ... " 

Nothing else about this mutiny has 
come to my attention. 

We do know that the maiden voyage 
cover is a brochure giving the current 
price of cotton and tobacco at Liver­
pool on March 31, 1838. It contains 
the following manuscript note: 

"This goes by steam, and we shall try 
it again on the 5th by the new ship 
from Bristol. P .S. JTO has just 
come down from London and will, 
he says, write you by the Bristol 
Steamer on the 17th." 

The Bristol steamer, of course, is the 
Great Western. 

The New York Post of April 16, 
1838 gives some further data: 

"STEAM NAVIGATION BE­
TWEEN ENGLAND AND AM­
ERICA. The Sirius steam packet 
was ready for sea on the 14th of 
March and was to comence her first 
trip in a few days taking up her pas­
sengers at various ports between 
London and Lands End . . . The 
Columbus steam packet had arrived 
at Liverpool and was lying in the 
Trafalgar Dock. She is to proceed 
on her voyage early in April but is 
to carry no passengers, this being a 
voyage of experiment . . .' ' 

The issue of the 23rd carries the news 
of the arrival: 

"Sirius arrived. Left Cork 4th of 
April at 11 o'clock in the morning. 
By politeness of Lt. Roberts of the 
Sirius and the agents of the com­
pany, Messrs. Wadsworth and Smith, 
we have (papers) . . . POST­
SCRIPT. Just as our paper was go­
ing to press the telegraph announc­
ed the arrival of the British Steam 
Packet "Great Western," Lt. James 
Hosken, R.N. Commander from 
Bristol which she sailed on the 7th 
Inst. making her passage but 15 
days." 

This latter issue noted the Sirius was 
to depart New York May 1st. 

New York went wild over the Sirius. 
As the Weekly Herald reported: 

"The Sirius! The Sirius! The Siri­
us! N otbing is talked of in New 
York but about the Sirius. She is the 
first steam vessel that bas arrived 
March 1976 
here from England.'' 
The New York Express of April 24th 
noted: 

"The Sirius sailed from Cork on 
the evening of the 4th instant, and 
made the Highlands of New York at 
6 o'clock P .M. on the 22d, making 
the passage in 18 days. About 1 
o'clock it was announced by tele­
graph that the steamer Great West­
ern was off the Hook, when thous­
ands poured down Broadway; and 
the Battery at 2 P.M. presented a 
brilliant appearance. The smoke of 
the Great Wes tern was seen on the 
horizon ascending in black volumes 
long before her hull was visible. She 
approached the Battery through a 
fleet of rowboats and small craft, 
cheered by everyone. She soon 
ranged alongside the Castle, sailed 
around the Siirus, which saluted her, 
and the crowd from the wharves 
Castle, boats, etc., gave three hearty 
cheers. 

The Great Western left Bristol 
April 7, and she was, April 23, only 
sixteen days, in New York, thus 
bringing England nearer to us than 
many parts of our own country. 
This has been done in a season of 
the year, not of summer sunshine, 
but of gales, storms, sleet, and hail 
-and steam navigation across the 
Atlantic is no longer an experiment 
but a plain matter of fact." 

One reason for the great excitement 
over the arrival of the Sirius on this 
maiden transatlantic trip 'was the ele­
ment of a race. Although, by leaving 
three days earlier than the Great West­
ern she had won the crown, the finish 
was close with the crowds able to see 
smoke of the rival off &bore as she 
docked-a most colorful picture. 

Neither ship was racing across the 
ocean just to set a record or to boost 
the sale price--as did the earlier steam­
boats that crossed the Atlantic. Both 
were there to establish a regular line-­
and a mail packet contract was defi­
nitely one of the points under consider­
ation. The British Consul in New York 
makes this point clear. Not only did 
he make a special effort to greet Cap­
tain Roberts of the Sirius, be also sent 
an official recommendation to the gov­
ernment on her maiden return trip. 
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William Smith, in his History of the 
Post Office in British North America, 
reports the British Consul recom­
mended to the colonial office that all 
despatches and commercial letters for 
the Canadas should be directed to the 
New York Consulate where the consul 
would undertake to sort the mail and 
forward it to Montreal and Toronto 
via Queen's messenger. As the Consul 
noted, this would give greatly acceler­
ated service. Letters from London 
would have a reply in 30-35 days, 
approximately the time taken by the 
Haifax packets on a single trip. Thus, 
it was the arrival of the Sirius and its 
rival that set the stage for one of the 
most famous packet services - the 
Cunard service of 1839. 

The commercial significance of the 
new achievement was also noted by 
New York Herald editor, James Gor­
don Bennett. Mr. Bennett, according to 
his Memoirs, sold bis library and fur­
niture at auction in order to have ready 
cash for the return trip of the Sirius 
upon which he embarked to line up 
new, and much faster, news communi­
cations with Europe. His efforts made 
him and the Herald famous in the his­
tory of journalism. 

Immediately following the arrival of 
the Sirius, advertisements were placed 
concerning the return trip. The New 
York Post of April 24, 1838 bad a 
notice signed by the agents, Wadsworth 
and Smith: 

"Sirius . . . A letter bag will be 
made up and sealed at the Post 
Office and Ship Letter Office Read­
ing Room Merchants' Exchange until 
11 o'clock A.M. on the day of sail· 
ing. No charge for Letters or pap­
ers . . . " 

The New York Post of May 2nd noted: 
"The Sirius departed yesterday for 

London with nearly 50 passen­
gers ... " 
Thus far I have located two letters 

that went 'free' on this return trip and 
others should exist. Frank Staff (page 
155, Transatlantic Mail) quotes the 
New York Albion of May 5th: 

"It is stated that the Sirius took 
with her 17,000 letters, for which no 
charge whatever was made. The act 
was a generous one, certainly, but 
not a judicious one . . . Supposing 
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each letter bad been charged at a 
quarter of a dollar, it would have 
yielded upward of $4,000, say 
£ 1,000 sterling! . . . her letter bags 
would have been more profitable 
than her cabins." 

One recorded letter was in the William 
Peterman collection and was sold as 
lot #372 in the October 1975 Western 
Auctions. It bore a forwarder from 
New York, the red 70x24mm boxed 
AMERICAN & FOREIGN AGENCY 
/ NEW YORK (date) . The second let­
ter came from Philadelphia and had a 
blue circle date stamp and a blue PAID 
applied there. It went via Falmouth. 
For transit it had a New York City 
Wakefield forwarder to show how it 
got to the ship. It sold as lot # 534 in 
the Zimmerman 31st Auction with 
price realized noted as $95. 

The Sirius reached Falmouth on its 
return on the 18th of May and, accord­
ing to both Bonser and Cutler, reached 
London the same day. This return voy­
age was philatelically most significant. 
According to Smith's History of the 
Post Office, as the Sirius neared the 
British coast, she overtook the 10-gun 
brig Tyrian, a mail packet out of Hali­
fax, which was rolling about in a dead 
calm. The Tyrian's captain was so im­
pressed by the steamer that he induced 
Lt. Roberts, the Sirius' captain, to take 
the mails and thus get them to London 
several days sooner than would other­
wise be possible. Thus, all the Canadian 
mails were carried, at least part way, 
by the Sirius in addition to the two let­
ters previously noted. This information 
is not contained in Robertson which 
notes no "named transatlantic mail at 
present recorded for 1st. voyage." 

On board the Sirius during this inci­
dent was Joseph Howe, a Nova Scotia 
statesman who resolved to get a steam­
ship mail line for Halifax. His politick­
ing was so successful that the applica­
tion of the Great Western Steamship 
Company for a mail contract in Sept­
ember 1838 was blocked and on Sept­
ember 24, 1838, the Treasury handed 
down a decision favoring a Halifax 
route. With this background, Samuel 
Cunard, a fellow Halifaxer, was able 
to enter the arena and gain the famou s 
Cunard mail contract. It was signed 
May 4, 1839, eight months later. 



The second trip of the Sirius was 
from London, which the vessel left on 
May 26th, via Cork. She left Cork on 
May 28th for New York arriving on 
June 18th. The dates were not those 
the agents had been advised of, inso­
far as the London departure was con­
cerned. This shows in the New York 
Post advertisement of June 11th, which 
reports an earlier departure: 

"BRITISH STEAM PACKET for 
London to sail from New York 22d 
June. The new and powerful Steam 
Ship SIRIUS . . . intended to sail 
from London 23d May and from 
Cork 28th of May for this port, re­
turning from New York for London 
on 22d June ... 

The SIRIUS is intended to run 
until the steam ship British Queen 
is ready to take the station in Sept­
ember. Her regular days of sailing 
will be as follows : 
From London From Cork 

23 May 28 May 
12 July 16 July 
30 August 3d September 

From New York 
22nd June 
10 August 
1st October 

For passage and further information 
apply to: 

WADSWORTH & SMITH 
Agent, British & American Steam 

N av. Company 
Je 11 4 Jones Lane, 

rear of 103 Front St." 
One of the letters carried on this 

return was from Paris, datelined May 
24, 1838. Addressed to Providence, 
R. I., it bore the London forwarding 
mark of Baring Bros. to indicate how 
it got on board the ship. A manuscript 
directed that it should be charged to 
the account of Wainwright in Paris. 
Upon receipt in New York it was 
struck with a New York red circle on 
June 19th and a red SHIP as well as a 
red 46 x 3mm 2ND DELIVERY. The 
exact meaning of this last marking has 
not been ascertained to date. It is def­
initely associated with ship mail, either 
coastal or transatlantic, and definitely 
is not a New York carrier notation as 
indicated by Robson Lowe in a talk 
March 1976 
before the Collector's Club. 
Immediately upon arrival, the agents 

placed a new advertisement in the 
New York Post of June 19, 1838. It 
read as follows: 

"British Steam Packet for London 
to sail from New York 23rd June at 
4 o'clock P. M. 

The new and powerful Steam Ship 
SIRIUS (700 tons burthen) Capt. 
S. S. Mowie, Commander will sail 
for London on the 23rd June at 4 
o'clock P. M .. .. 

Letters will be charged 25c each 
for single letters and larger letters 
and parcels in proportion. Captain 
or agent will not be responsible for 
any parcel unless bills of ladings are 
signed for the same. For passage 
or further information, apply to 
WADSWORTH & SMITH, Agents 
of British & American Steam Nav. 
Co. 
J e 19 4 Jones Lane, rear of 103 
Front St." 

In the issue of the 20th we find a 
slight change in this advertisement­
a change with great interest for collec­
tors : 

"NOTICE BRITISH STEAM 
SHIP SIRIUS FOR LONDON 

The Letter Bags of this ship will 
be found at the office of the Agent of 
the British & American Steam Nav. 
Co., No. 4 Jones Lane, rear of 103 
Front St. and at the Reading Room 
Merchants' Exchange and Hale's 
News Room, where letters will be 
received on payment of the postage 
until 2 P. M. on her day of sailing. 
... The ship will sail Saturday the 
25th at 4 P. M.* Je 20 t 26th." 

The change, of course, is the shift from 
receipt of mail at the post office to 
receipt at the agent's office and that of 
the various newspaper rooms and ship 
letter offices such as Hale's. The other 
important difference between these 
notices and the preceeding voyage is 
that a fee is now to be charged for 
letters. 

This fee, known as "freight money," 
is highly collectable and there is very 
little in print on the subject. Now, did 
the Sirius charge freight money on her 
maiden voyage? I would conclude that 
•Actually Saturday was the 23rd. The advertisement is in error referring to the date as 
the 25th. 
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she did not. Junius Smith was a great 
believer in publicity for his new line 
and it is unlikely that a notice would 
have appeared in the British press and 
not be noted by scholars such as Rob­
ertson prior to this point. Further, the 
vessel definitely did not charge freight 
money on the maiden return. Thus, 
only the May 26th trip from London 
could have been involved in such a 
charge. The one cover that I know 
went on this voyage has been exam­
ined by several specialists who are 
students of freight money and no in­
dication was found. Nevertheless, the 
question has to remain open and some 
English student might wish to examine 
contemporary newspapers referring to 
the Sirius' departure in May. Until such 
evidence is in, the only trip of the 
Sirius upon which freight money is 
known to have been charged is the 
second return voyaise. 

On June 21st the New York Post 
reported: 

"Sirius sailing tomorrow (Sat.) 
and letters to be forwarded at 25c 
each." 

Again we find an error in the Post ad­
vertisement. Since Saturday was the 
23rd and the ad appeared on the 21st, 
"tomorrow" had to be Friday. On the 
23rd we find a further notice giving the 
final date: 
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"Sirius postponed to 30th inst. at 
4 o'clock." 

This return trip did depart on the 30th, 
arriving at Plymouth on July 15, 15 
days later, and going on to London on 
the 18th. 

It is not clear just how many covers 
survived from this last trip. Further, 
none of the owners who own such 
pieces have indicated that they recog­
nized that freight money was paid on 
them. I have been able to document the 
following items, although the same 
cover may be reported twice. First, 
Frank Hollow bush had a cover (circa 
June 30th) which arrived in London 
on the 18th via Plymouth. This cover 
sold as one of a pair of the second voy­
age items in the Zimmerman 31st Auc­
tion as lot #535 with a realized price 
of $125. Second, Robertson reports 
such a cover, via Plymouth, but gives 
insufficient details to ascertain which 
cover it was. I would suspect it is the 
Hollowbush copy. 

A third (?) item, (Figure 2) is the 
Peterman collection copy with a 3/2 
rate mark in ink, addressed to London 
with a red step SHIP-LETTER/ PLY­
MOUTH on the reverse along with a 
red double · circle B/18JY18/ 1838 
London receipt mark. The contents 
tells of receiving letters of May 28 and 
June 1st (which had to travel via the 
( 

,/ . 
~ 

Figure 2. Return voyage letter from New York of June 25th, double rated and put into 
the British mails at Plymouth. Freight money was charged but not recorded on the face of 
this letter. 



Figure 3. New Orleans "express mail" letter via the Sirius 2nd return. The J. W. Schmidt 
New York forwarder is crossed out. The double express rate of $1.50 was paid in New 
Orleans, while Schmidt paid the 2Sc freight money charge in New York and Hutch & Co. 
paid the 3/ 2 in London on receipt. 

Great Western), and adds that 15 
bonds are enclosed. Since it is a dupli­
cate copy and rated as a double, the 
bonds were probably not contained 
therein . Plymouth is 218 miles from 
London, an lld inland rate. A 6d ship 
and 2d captain's gratuity is added for 
a 1 / 7 single rate. Double this is 3/ 2 
as marked on this cover. As can clearly 
be seen there is no indication of the 
"freight money" charge on the face of 
this letter. It would have been paid in 
cash, probably at the office of the 
agent, by the Townsend firm that wrote 
it. Freight money markings are not re­
ported on letters mailed from New 
York itself although the charges were 
applied on the letters just the same. 
This omission has long confused stu­
dents. 

The fourth (?) item from this 2nd 
return voyage is perhaps the most re­
markable of all (Figure 3) . It is a 
New Orleans letter of June 18, 1838, 
noting the receipt of mail and a small 
box of documents sent via express mail, 
at a double rate, to Messrs. J. W. 
Schmidt & Co. in New York-well 
know mail forwarders . It bears a faint 
blue New Orleans circle date stamp 
and PAID as well as a manuscript pen 
150 rate (twice the 75c express 
charge). It went out of the mail in 
March 1976 
~New York and the forwarder crossed 
· , out his name, inscribing "p. Sirius" for 

routing after paying the 25c in freight 
money required - which is not record­
ed on the face -. A red 52 x 9mm 
SHIP LETTER I PLYMOUTH step 
marking was applied on the back and 
a red 23mm circle E / 18JY18/ 1838 for 
the receipt in London. It is part of the 
famous Huth correspondence. 

It is clear from the arrival date of 
the Sirius in London that the adver­
tised third voyage did not occur. 
Actually the Sirius departed from Lon­
don shortly after, in late July or early 
August on a trip to Copenhagen. Rob­
ertson (page El02/C of his History of 
the Ship Letters of the British Isles) 
illustrates a letter datestamped Copen­
hagen, August 18, 1838, addressed to 
Gurnsey via London which was put off 
at Gravesend, England. 

The leading students of the trans­
atlantic mails do not record that the 
Sirius ever made a third voyage to the 
U. S., despite the June 11th advertise­
ment previously cited. Her first cap­
tain , Lieutenant Roberts, had already 
transferred off her, to captain the Pres­
ident, and she went into coastal work 
until wrecked off the coast of Ireland 
in January 1847. Although she was 
supposed to fill in until the British 

(Continued on page 114) 
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The Clubhouse 
THE ANNUAL MEETING 

January 14, 1976 

Report of the Secretary 

During 1975 the total membership of the Collectors Club increased by fifty­
eight to a total at the end of the year of 1,151. This sum is made up of the fol­
lowing categories: 

Life 
Honorary 
Resident 
Non-resident 
Overseas 
Resident Associate 
Non-resident Associate 

Total, Dec. 31 , 1975 

6 
4 

244 
728 
165 

1 
3 

1,151 

In November, a new class of membership, that of Associate, was created to enable 
serious young collectors to share in the Club's activities. 

It is my sad duty to report the deaths of the following members of our club: 

Edward 0 . Barton 
Irving Bodenheimer 
Edward A. Chappell 
Harry A. Clampett, Jr. 
J acob J . Greenwald 
Harley G. Hyde 
B. Lillywhite 
Charles E. Milburg 
John H. Powell 
Manuel Risueno 
W. Flaccus Stifel 
Sir John Wilson 

One additional name must also be reported, Mrs. Anne Pritchett, our executive 
secretary, who served the Club for over twenty years. Let us stand for a moment 
of silence in their memory. 

When Mrs. Pritchett was hospitalized after her accident, Mr. Albert Higgins 
took up the enormous tasks associated with the operation of our Club. My words 
are not adequate to give sufficient appreciation for the work Mr. Higgins has done 
and is doing. 

Ernest C. Wilkens, 
Secretary 

Report of the Treasurer 

My comments with reference to this year's report are similar to those of pre­
vious years. In order to overcome or reduce our deficits, we need more income, 
and especially, more resident members. A great help has been the increase in our 
advertising revenues. More advertising space has been sold and our regular expen­
ditures have been kept to a minimum. 

However, as we are all aware, the escalation of costs has continued and 
does not seem to abate. The Club bas also been faced with an increasing number 
of resident members who have moved to the suburbs and to other states with a 
consequent loss of income. 

Therefore, as stated in prior year's reports - and it bears repeating, without 
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impairing the normal functions and operations of the Club the only recourse will 
be to meet these deficits by calls upon the income of the Capital Fund. Such 
recourse is a good example of the importance of the Capital Fund to each and 
every member of the club. This Fund continues to warrant everyone's enthusi­
astic support. Without this subsidy, the Club would have to close its doors to the 
philatelic world. 

Members are reminded that my report is unaudited. It appears that we will 
sustain an approximate deficit of between $8,000. and $9,000. Our auditor's 
figures will appear in an early issue of The Collectors Club Philatelist. 

Report of the House Committee 

Albert Higgins, 
Treasurer 

The House Committee is pleased to report that in a year of rising costs for 
services and materials, expenditures have been kept to a minimum. We have not 
had to undergo any truly major repairs and have successfully held the line for 
those things that had to be done. 

Our largest expenses were for work on the roof and skylights, and a man­
datory 5-year inspection of the elevator to check and test the cables, weights, etc. 

During the year a new buzzer system and new locks for the front door were 
installed, the lights in the meeting room, the library and offices were cleaned and 
replaced. There were also, of course, all those minor repairs attendant in main­
taining a building, young or old, plumbing, electrical, general maintenance, clean­
ing, etc. All, we are happy to say, within the house budget. 

We are happy to say, too, that in spite of its age the house is in good shape. 
Those who constructed it, in the words of Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Builded bet­
ter than they knew." 

Ira S. Zweifach, 
Chairman 

Report of the A wards Committee 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST MEDAL 
This highly sought after medal is awarded to: DAVID OPPERMAN, Urbana, 

Illinois, for his very fine article: 
"THE COVERS OF THE SIBERIAN AEF." 
Honorary mentions go to: 
FLOYD A. W A_LKER, Glenview, Missouri, for: 
"PERFORATED I SIG IA." 
RUTH AND GARDNER BROWN, Stamford, Connecticut, for: 
"DETOURED MAIL DURI G THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR, 1870-71." 

MEDAL FOR THE BEST PROGRAM - 1975 
This medal is awarded to: 
LOUIS GRUNIN, Spring Valley, New York, for his showing of 
"UNITED STATES COVERS 1847-69." 
Honorary mentions go to: 
HENRY 0. POLLAK, Summit, New Jersey, for: 
"AUSTRIA: FOUR POWER OCCUPATION." 
Dr. ROBERTO M. ROSENDE, Yonkers, New York, for: 
"CUBA- FOUR PERIODS OF POSTAL HISTORY." 
RAUL GANDARRA, Santurce, Puerto Rico, for: 
"PUERTO RICO." 

All the above awards were made unanimously by the two Subcommittees. 
Herbert J. Bloch, 
Chairman 
March 1976 IOI 



Report of the Collectors Club Philatelist 

1975 has been a good year for the "Philatelist." That it was a good year, was 
due in a large measure to those whose names appear on the masthead. 

Thanks are due to Ernest Kehr for his provocative editorials, to President 
Haverbeck, Robert Odenweller, Ira Seebacher and Philip Silver for their excellent 
articles and to Ernest Wilkens for his fine annual index and book review assign­
ments." 

It was a good year financially as well. Advertising in "The Philatelist," rose 
from $6,975.34 in 1974 to $9,591.51 in '75. The upsurge is due mainly to the 
energetic work of our advertising manager, Abbot Lutz. 

Gains were also made in subscriptions and sales. Income from this source 
rose from $114.50 in 1974 to $338.50 last year. Thanks for that upturn goes to 
Al Higgins whose prompt answer to queries, swift filling of orders and indefati­
gable letter writing has been instrumental in improving this sales area. 

Somewhat offsetting our rosy financial picture is a 10% rise in printing 
costs and the current raise in postal rates. In an effort to reduce some of these 
charges we are applying for a 2nd class permit in lieu of the bulk rate we now use. 
Should we be successful we will save in the neighborhood of 10 cents per each 
copy mailed. 

A further saving has already been achieved by having the covers of the "Phila­
telist" printed in one color for the entire year. This not only constitutes a saving 
in hard cash, but makes it easier to file copies on an annual basis. 

We look forward to additional improvements, both editorially and production­
wise in the coming year. 

Report of the Publications Committee 

Ira Zweifach, 
Editor 

The publications Committee of the Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publica­
tion Fund has seen much activity during the past year. Coming off press in March 
is a new hard-cover handbook, "The Postal History of Serbia," by Mirko Racek, 
orders for which are already on hand. Another book, already set in type, on 
U. S. Local Posts will follow shortly after. A third book on ~he postal history and 
postmarks of World War I is in preparation. 

Sales for Steinway books were exceedingly good. They rose from a total of 
$1,561.47 in 1974 to $6,405.86 in 1975. Orders for 82 more books are currently 
on hand and the volumes are in the process of being shipped. Thanks are due 
to our Treasurer, Albert Higgins, for this phenominal spurt in sales. His untiring 
efforts in filling orders quickly and in promoting the books on our lists have 
dones much to foster this rising interest in the publications of the Steinway Fund. 

Ira S. Zweifach 

Report of the Library Committee 

For some part of the past year the Library operated on a reduced schedule. 
I am very glad to report that our Librarian, Mrs. Josephine Eldridge, has been 
able to resume her post, and that, since September, she has been aided by Mr. 
John DeWitt. With this extra help, the library starts the new year in the best 
position it has had to offer its unrivalled store of materials in an open and pleasant 
atmosphere. Our sincere thanks go to Mrs. Eldridge and to Mr. DeWitt for making 
this possible. 

Report of the Admissions Committee 

Ernest C. Wilkens, 
Chairman 

From the Secretary's report it will be noted that total membership of the 
Collectors Club is now 1151. This figure should be compared with a membership 
at the end of 1974 of 1093, indicating a net gain over the year 1975 of 58 
members. However, there were a total of 59 members lost by death, resignation or 
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non-payment of dues, so that total admissions during the year were 117. This is 
one of the highest levels of admissions activity in many years and is, we believe, 
a reflection of the recruiting efforts of the Admissions Committee. Naturally we 
were helped in this recruiting by many club members who are not on the com­
mittee but the overall results are believed to be a reflection of the first organized 
campaign to obtain qualified members in many years. 

Notwithstanding these efforts, we are still considerably below the authorized 
quotas for all classes of membership. Hence the committee efforts will be acceler­
ated in 1976 but must be supplemented by general membership awareness of the 
need to seek ned members. While we are interested in quantity, we are more 
interested in quality and are looking for new members who will be a credit to 
the club and contribute to its activities. We are particularly anxious to bring our 
resident membership up to its quota and solicit all members cooperation to this 
end . If you will furnish us with the names of your collecting friends who would 
be suitable members, we will be pleased to solicit their applications, always mind­
ful that membership in the Collectors Club is by invitation and is a privilege. 

Report of the Program Committee 

F. Burton Sellers, 
Chairman 

The Collectors Club three major attractions are the library, The Collectors 
Club Philatelist and our meeting programs. If these had to be listed in order of 
importance, I would rank the eighteen regular club meetings first, because there 
is no other clu~ activity which attracts participation by so many members at one 
time or place. 

Providing the most balanced program of interest to the majority membership 
was a primary goal for 1975. The programs were allocated on a percentage basis 
with 28% or five meetings related to the United States, while 11 % (two meet­
ings), went to each of the Asian, British Commonwealth and European subjects. 
The other three categories, Africa, Latin America and Thematic shared the re­
maining seven meetings. In addition to balance of subject and because most support 
for the club comes from the Greater New York Area philatelists, a conscientious 
effort was made to draw on our own membership for speakers. Eight meetings, 
( 45 % ) , were presented by our club's resident members and four meetings, 
(22% ), were presented by non-resident members. Six meetings were provided by 
non-members. Two of the six subsequently became members of the Collectors 
Club. 

The balance of subjects and speakers was well received because of the quality 
of the material presented and the ability of our speakers to discuss their subjects. 
The success of these programs is reflected in the difficulty your A wards Committee 
had in selecting the best program. · 

The "Seminar on Scientific and Photographic Philately" conducted by Ted 
Helkowski generated the most audience participation. This audience enthusiasm 
indicates a strong demand for the seminar participation type of meeting. Attend­
ance was highest at Stephen W. Braham's, "A Day in the Life of A Stamp Dealer." 

On behalf of the members of the Collectors Club I have thanked each of 
the speakers. A special thank you has also gone to Louis Grunin, who on short 
notice, provided us with a "Classic United States" program when the scheduled 
speaker was unable to attend. 

Speakers last year made more extensive use of audio/ visual techniques such 
as slides and handouts. This was a direct result of a "Collectors Club Speakers 
Guide" sent to each speaker before his presentation. Single copies are available 
to members. The new "speaker's medal" was presented starting this year. 

John Dowd, 
Abott Lutz, 
Co-Chairmen 
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Report of the Study Group Committee 

Consistent with The Collectors Club's educational leadership, the Board ot 
Governors has opened our clubhouse to a variety of specialized research-oriented 
organizations. On behalf of the 23 groups which met on a regular basis during 
1975, let us thank the Board of Governors, and members of the club for their 
support and to Mrs. Josephine Eldridge for her presence and help during the 
many evenings she devotes to the study group pogram. A special appreciation 
is expressed to the members who worked evenings when Mrs. Eldridge was un­
able to assist. 

The Collectors Club is particularly happy in its role of host to these valuable 
and important groups. The club's hospitality to study groups has returned divi­
dends commensurate with its costs. These include financial contributions made by 
most societies, donations to the library, and programs provided for the regular 
Collectors Club meetings. 

The club received $325.00 in 1975. Our Library received 70 issues of 12 
different periodicals and six programs were provided by these groups. 

The Study Group Council was revived during the past year and now meets 
twice annually on the last Tuesday of April and October. The council meetings 
provided our study groups with valuable program ideas, and at the same time en­
abled the club to refine its study group guidelines. 

This year we welcomed two new groups to the clubhouse, The Metropolitan 
Air Post Society of New York and the American Society of Polar Philatelists. 
After a 15 year lapse, we also saw the return of the Germany Philately Society, 
which met at the clubhouse for seven years from 1953 to 1960 and of the Topical 
Philatelists, who met here from 1954 to 1957 and are now known as The American 
Topical Association. Also, under the direct supervision of The Collectors Club, 
a Junior Study Circle for the 14 to 18 age group has been reactivated after a lapse 
of 17 years. This group meets on Saturdays, once every two months. Starting in 
September of 1976, monthly meetings are planned for the juniors. 

The Fine Arts Philatelists have designed a master format worksheet for pro­
gram meetings announcements which will save the club about $100 in printing 
expenses this year. The worksheet will also be available for other groups as it 
is a standard type format. The Italia Philatelic Society is having a filing cabinet 
built for the space between the spare desk and the wall in the lobby. The Cuba 
Philatelic Club replaced the 25 foot extension cord for the slide projector. The 
Germany Philatelic Society presented the club with a 30 cup coffee urn. In addi­
tion, several groups have undertaken the project of adding to the fund of research 
material by filling in missing numbers in our periodicals collection. 

1976 will see the addition of The United Nations Study Group bringing to 
24 the number of groups associated with our club. This may seem to be an over­
taxing of our facility; however, we expect to reduce the number of operating 
days from 14 to 11 nights, thus saving on heat and lighting expenditures. This 
will be accomplished by moving at least two groups to each night and three 
groups to evenings where each organization's attendance is less than ten members. 

The Study Group Committee invites suggestions and comments from club 
members and study groups on any aspect of mutual relations. 

Report of the Nominating Committee 

John D. Dowd, 
William H. Miller, Jr., 
Co-Chairmen 

The Nominating Committee has selected the following incumbent Board 
Members to serve for the ensuing three year term on the Board of Governors of 
The Collectors Club: 

Class of 1978 
H. D. S. Haverbeck 
Norman S. Hubbard 
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William H. Miller, Jr. 
Robert P. Odenweller 
John D. Dowd 
Ernest E. Fricks 

Repon'. of the President 

Irwin Yarry, 
Chairman 

Usually the president's report lists the accomplishments for which the presi­
dent takes credit. If your president had known the problems incumbent in the 
job, I doubt he would have accepted the office. The major problem has been the 
entire reorganization of the day-to-day operations of the club following the loss 
of our Executive Secretury, Mrs. Anne Pritchett. Fortunately, our able Treasurer, 
Mr. Albert Higgins, stepped in1to the breech. He has carried out sweeping changes, 
installing an efficient, business-like system which has proved to be of great 
benefit. 

Also, during the iUness of Mrs. Eldridge, we were able to obtain the services 
of an able volunteer, John De Witt, who is not even a member of the club. Work­
ing under the direction of the Library Committee's Chairman, Ernest Wilkens, he 
has restored order and cleared away a large backlog of papework. 

These are the major accomplishments. Now for the problems. 
It is essential for our continuing existence that the club stop operating on a 

deficit bas.is. Although the present deficit is more than covered by the income 
from our Capital Fund this is self-defeating, keeping the fund from growing at 
the rate originally projected. 

Our expenses are going to increase - it cannot be helped . We cannot count 
on low salaried help and volunteers forever. We must build an adequate fund 
for contingencies. 

We were fortunate in receiving a generous legacy from the estate of Lester 
Downing - somewhat in excess of $20,000 - but much more is needed. It is 
the duty of every member to give what they can to build up the Capital Fund. 

At the same time, a concentrated effort to expand the membership to its 
stated limits must be made. Ideally, the income from dues should cover operating 
expenses. 

The Board of Governors pledges itself to work for these goals. 
Harrison D. S. Haverbeck, 
President 
The Meeting of December 3, 1975 

SWITZERLAND - POSTAGE DUE PROCEDURES 

Presented by Werner K. Elias 
By way of introduction to his talk, 
the speaker gave a short outline of the 
history of the postage due concept 
which is closely tied to the British 
postal reforms of 1840. Rowland Hill 
was aware of the deeply ingrained habit 
of the populace to let postage be col­
lected from the letter's addressee. He 
was convinced that introduction of pre­
payment would have to be backed up 
by a penalty imposed on the recipient 
of an unfranked piece of mail, if it 
was to meet with success. History has 
shown that Hill was correct, and sooner 
or later all postal administrations had 
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to adopt his idea, including those which 
at first thought this unpopular measure 
could be avoided. 

In the field of international mail, 
both required prepayment and the obli­
gatory use of postage stamps came 
later. Under the then prevailing system 
of bilateral postal agreements with the 
emphasis on fiscal considerations rather 
than on postal efficiency, nations saw 
little advantage in having mail prepaid 
by the individual letter writer. The 
first bilateral treaties providing for this 
method and imposing a postage due 
charge in case of non-compliance were 
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concluded in the late 1850's. On the 
other hand, there was the Austro­
German Postal Union of 1850, the 
first multilateral pact involving 16 sep­
arate administations, and which, 
among other innovations, prescribed 
prepayment of postage, failing which a 
postage due charge was collected from 
the recipient. This Union provided the 
administrative pattern for the Universal 
Postal Union of 1875 which establish­
ed the framework for the international 
mail as we know it today. 

Mr. Elias then turned to his exhibit 
which was divided into three sections : 
1. Material relating to postage due 
practice for domestic mail, 2. Material 
concerning Switzerland's international 
mail, which to its largest extent pro­
vided an illustration of the U. P. U.'s 
regulations for underpaid foreign mail , 
and 3. A collection of covers docu­
menting regulations of the Swiss postal 
service in regard to their postage due 
stamps. 

1. Domestic Mail ... The first effort 
on Swiss soil to induce prepayment of 
letters was made by the Canton of 
Geneva by selling in 1844, the famous 
"Double Geneva" at a discount of 
20% from the 10 cent. denomination. 
The same policy was followed when 
in 1845 the rate for the entire territory 
of Geneva was reduced to 5 centimes. 
ln 1849, the then formed Swiss Con­
federation took over the mails from 
the individual Cantons, and its first 
tariff of October 1, 1849, contained 
again an incentive for prepaying post­
age: a special rate of 21;2 Rp. was 
established for local letters in the larger 
communities provided postage was pre­
paid, otherwise the regular rate of 
5 Rp. for the 1st zone applied. Spe­
cial stamps were issued for the reduced 
rate - the so-called "Ortspost" or 
"Poste Locale." 

The use of stamps for prepaying 
mail was made obligatory with a regu­
lation of October 1, 1850, but prepay­
ment itself remained a matter of choice 
until 1862. A new tariff, in effect from 
Julv 1st of that year, established a 
uniform domestic rate for the entire 
country (except for the local rate) and 
introduced at the same time a penalty 
for unfranked mail: a letter up to 10 
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grams was now charged 10 Rp. if pre­
paid, and 15 Rp. if postage had to be 
collected from the addressee. Reduced 
rates went into effect for prepaid Print­
ed Matter, whereas letter rate applied 
if postage was paid by the recipient. 
The need for these measures becomes 
apparent if postal statistics of the time 
are consulted ; despite the availability 
of stamps and the relatively simple 
tariff that had been in force prior to 
1862, the ratio of unfranked mail in 
that year was still 50 % . In 1864 it 
was reduced to 30 % , in 1875 to 7%, 
and in 1895 to 1%. 

Postage due was increased to twice 
the prepaid rate in 1876, and it has 
remained the same ever since. The pen­
alty for insufficiently prepaid mail, on 
the other hand, has been subject to 
many changes. The 1862 tariff treated 
this class like completely unfranked 
mail but authorized the deduction of 
the stamps actually used in computing 
the postage due charge. A regulation 
of 1871 was more lenient and required 
simply the addition of a 5 Rp. penalty 
to the prepaid rate. 1876 saw the re­
turn to the 1862 policy. Then, from 
1891 to 1925, there was no penalty 
at all, and the recipient simply paid 
the amount short-paid by the sender. 
Finally, in 1925 the policy in force to 
this day was introduced: partially pre­
paid mail is subject to a charge of 
twice the amount short-paid. 

Switzerland introduced postage due 
stamps in 1878 when the Numerals 
made their first appearance. They went 
through more than 30 printings and 
several color changes, and over the 
years they have been the subject of 
many valuable collections, - a rare 
occurrence with postage due stamps. 
The Numerals were replaced by the 
Alp and Flower series in 1910, and 
this in turn was followed by the Child­
ren set in 1924. Finally, in 1938 the 
last postaQe due issue made its appear­
ance; the Large Numerals which were 
in circulation until 1956 when the use 
of postage due labels was discontinued 
and Switzerland began to use ordinary 
posta.Qe stamps to receipt the ch3rge 
collected from the addressee. St'.'lmp~ 
used in such manner are being obliter­
ated by a special "T" canceller. The 



"T" in a small circle is the norm; but 
some of the post offices have been 
using the large ''T" in outline for this 
purpose although it was originally is­
sued for use on short-paid or un­
franked foreign mail, as required by 
the U.P.U. rules. 

The speaker showed covers demon­
strating the development of the post­
age due charges and of the many dif­
ferent rates in effect over the years. 
He also presented a selection of offi­
cial mail sent deliberately unfranked 
and thus subject to postage due col­
lection from the addressee. This was 
followed by Active Service and Red 
Cross mai l, and finally by covers illus­
trating the different cancellers used to 
obliterate posta.e:e due labels and ordin­
ary stamps used for the same purpose. 

2. International Mail .. . This sec­
tion was preceded by covers illustrating 
the various methods of collecting post­
age on Switzerland's fore ign mail prior 
to the adven t of the Union Postale in 
1875. The major portion was devoted 
to covers demonstrating the postage 
due regulations of the U.P.U. Also 
shown were the various hand stamps 
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used to void postage due charges that 
were not collected, and the different 
official stickers indicating the reason 
for non-collection. 

3. Peculiarities of Swiss postage due 
stamp practice . . . This section in­
cluded a parcel post dispatch note with 
a 500 Rp. postage due label used as 
postage - the only instance in which 
authorities permitted the use of any 
p.d . label for postage. This exception 
was authorized from 1879 to 1893 be­
cause prior to 1891 the Swiss had no 
postage stamp denomination larger 
than 1 franc. The speaker also pre­
sented covers illustrating the tempor­
ary excess of low denominations for 
which post offices had little use and 
wh ich Jed to plastering some letters 
with large blocks of 1 and 3 Rp. post­
age due labels. On the other hand , a 
letter with a bisect 10 Rp. label was 
presented to illustrate a case of tem­
porary shortages . Over-supply of some 
denominations resulted in "mixed 
frankings" on which due stamps of two 
different issues were used. A series of 
covers with such frankin gs concluded 
this interesting presentation. 
T he Meeting of January 7, 1976 

EGYPT 

Presented by Ernest Kehr 
It may seem surprising that the first 

meeting of the Club's Bicentennial 
Year program should be devoted to 
Egypt, yet this is not entirely irrele­
vant. The historic and postal relation­
ships between our own nation and that 
of the Land of the Nile have been 
much more similar than most of to­
day's collectors may realize. 

As a prelude, Jet us sketch a bit of 
background history. As the oldest civ­
ilization, Egypt gloried in the arts, cul­
ture, religion, architecture and govern­
ment 5,000 years before the American 
colonies turned against British rule and 
bef'an to campaign for independence. 

Following a succession of govern­
ments under the pharoahs, Greeks, 
Romans and Turks, Egypt became a 
thriving province of the vast and pow­
erful Ottoman Empire. Just about the 
same time New Englanders began to 
express dissatisfaction at increased 
taxation, Egyptians were protesting 
Constantinople's demand for 12,000 
men to help fight the Russians in the 
War of 1769. Eventually the Egyp­
tians rebelled , declared their indepen­
dence and gave the Ottoman Pasha 48 
hours to quit the country. In 1771, 
30,000 marched north to conquer 
Syria and negotiate alliances with Ven­
ice and Russia. And, just as the Amer­
ican colonies welcomed the assistance 
of French, Hessian and Polish officers 
and troops , so did the Egyptians wel­
come the support of Memelukes, Rus­
sians and Albanians . 

However, in the matter of communi­
cations there is a difference. A rather 
effic ient communications system was 
avail able to the entire citizenry in 
America. Such facilities in Egypt were 
operated solely as an official or mili­
tary service. 

Most dispatches between Egypt and 
Constantinople and between military 
forces on campaigns were carried by 
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couriers in the employ of the Pashas, 
Beys and army leaders. While contem­
porary records show that although in 
that period Cairo had a flourishing 
trade - "principally ... conducted by 
Moors , Turks, Jews, Copts, Greeks 
and Armenians . .. " - correspond­
ence between them could be conducted 
only through private messengers. We 
might mention, however, that there was 
a pigeon post operated by the Govern­
ment between Cairo, what is now Is­
mailia, the Gaza region, Jaffa and 
Damascus. 

When the British lost the American 
colonies, London focused its attention 
on East India and to shortening the 
trade route to the Asian subcontinent. 
They started a service in 1 779 between 
Bombay and England via Suez, Cairo 
and Alexandria. Letters and merchan­
dise were transported by ship to and 
from the Egyptian port, then overland 
by caravan through Cairo to the other 
port where they again continued by 
ship. This was the forerunner of the 
private service introduced by Thomas 
Waghorn several decades later which 
continued for many years afterward. 

The French were the ones who pro­
vided the initial postal facilities in 
Egypt during the brief period of Napo­
leon Bonaparte's occupation. His 
troops were supplied with a military 
postal service which allowed them to 
communicate with relatives and friends 
at home. Cancelled at field post offi­
ces such letters bear the familiar 
straight-line markings of the French 
military P.Os. 

The first real mail service within 
Egypt was introduced in 1832 by Carlo 
Meratti, an Italian entrepeneur, where­
by letters were carried between and 
within 12 of the major cities of Egypt 
as a private enterprise. Meratti's busi­
ness flourished, for with a cessation of 
hostilities commercial trade boomed 
and communication services became an 
absolute necessity. They were not 
forthcoming from the government. 

The Meratti posts thrived in propor­
tion to the service rendered, which to 
say the least, was uninspired until 
Giacomo Muzzi entered the field. A 
man of keen business acumen, Muzzi 
envisioned a much better and more 
108 
lucrative enterprise even before he be­
came proprietor of what he called, 
"Pasta Europea," a name he chose be­
cause it had the sound of the efficiency 
that was sadly lacking in Turkish busi­
ness operations. 

Muzzi, having mapped out his plans, 
approached the Khedive, Ismail Pasha, 
and obtained a monopolistic conces­
sion to operate his post for a period 
of ten years, beginning January 1, 
1864. Muzzi, in exchange for this 
postal plum (which included pennis­
sion to carry letters on the railroads 
in existence at the time) , had only to 
carry official government communica­
tions without charge. 

Contract in hand, Muzzi went to 
work. He not only expanded the Pasta 
Europea service to additional cities, 
but d-rastically improved schedules and 
reliability. Within months Posta Euro­
pea became so succesful that Ismail 
Pasha eyed it with envy and eventually 
decided that it should rightfully be­
come a government adjunct, just as in 
other nations. By the end of 1865 he 
had concluded negotiation with Muzzi 
to acquire the service, paying a sub­
stantial sum in gold guineas for it. 
Then, since Ismail could find no Egypt­
ian or Turkish official qualified to run 
it, he offered the directorship, along 
with a generous salary and the title 
of "Bey" to Muzzi. It was, of course, 
immediately accepted. 

As soon as he had begun his service 
in 1864, Muzzi had decided to intro­
duce a means of distinguishing between 
letters dispatched by the public for a 
fee and those mailed by government 
officials without charge. As an Italian , 
he was familiar with the frankings used 
in his native land. There, public letters 
were franked with the usual rectan­
gular adhesives, while official mail was 
identified by circular stickers inscrib­
ed, "Administrazione Delle Regic 
Paste." Using these as his model , 
Muzzi had similar ones printed. They 
were inscribed. "Administrazione Della 
Pasta Europea - in Egitto" within a 
double-lined circle. In the center we 
find , "Ufficio/ di ," and the name of one 
of the 16 cities where he had offices. 
The use of a round adhesive had a 
dual purpose; not only would the stick-



er identify official mail to his clerks, 
many of whom were less than literate, 
but it would insure good handling and 
prompt delivery. Too, it would distin­
guish incoming Egyptian mail from 
mail from foreign lands, all of which 
then used rectangular stamps. 

As Postmaster General working for 
Egypt, Muzzi felt justified in issuing 
postage stamps. And, even before he 
officially took office on Jan. 1, 1866, 
he had notified various security printing 
firms around the world that he would 
entertain bids to provide Egypt with 
supplies of stamps. 

Offers-many accompanied by sug­
gested stamp designs - arrived in 
Cairo between September and Nov­
ember, from Paris, London and Italy. 
Muzzi was most impressed by the one 
submitted by Prevost of Paris. It con­
sisted of an exquisitely engraved basic 
design printed in a variety of colors 
upon which an overprint or super­
scripture could be inexpensively ap­
plied for each denomination. 

However, the order was not given to 
Prevost, but to the Pellas Brothers of 
Genoa. Why, we cannot say. Our guess 
is that Muzzi preferred to do business 
with a fellow Italian rather than with a 
French firm. Obviously, the Pellas out­
fit was shown the Prevost essays, for 
the idea was adapted, but misunder­
stood. Instead of printing ONE basic 
design and then overprinting that with 
different face values, the Genoese 
made up seven different basic designs , 
overprinting each one. Instead of sav­
ing money, the firm actually doubled 
work and costs. 

These first seven stamps are among 
the least attractive in philately, having 
only arabesque patterns and Turkish 
superscriptures. The former was neces­
sary because Islamic precepts pohibit 
the use of portraits or pictures. 

However, from a philatelic view­
point, this first issue provides scholars 
with an unsurpassed opportunity for 
study. (Indeed, it was this factor which 
led us to specialize in the stamps of 
Egypt. When we began in 1928, not 
only had extremely little research been 
done, but the field was one that requir­
ed more time for study than money to 
buy specimens for investigation). 

Pellas workmen, in making up the 
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lithographic stones from the approved 
designs, were not aware of a micro­
scopic difference in all arabesque de­
signs. Each is slightly different in the 
top and botom portion of the compo­
sition. This is especially done in weav­
ing prayer rugs so that the owners are 
always able to place the rug towards 
Mecca for their five-times-a-day wor­
ship. Further, it ensures that their fore­
head, which must touch the rug during 
prayer, will not be "defiled" by touch­
ing the end of the rug where their 
"unclean" feet may have rested at a 
previous time. 

The compositors of the seven de­
signs, oblivious to the variations ex­
plained above, transferred the dies to 
matrix strips with 10 subjects as they 
came to hand, then transferred the 
matrices to the printing stones in the 
same haphazard manner. This resulted 
in stamps that would accurately be 
called "normal" or "inverted," but 
which were dubbed "Type I" and 
''Type II" by Fred Melville, the first 
to note the differences. 

This first set was in circulation but 
a short time when Muzzi began to re­
ceive complaints from countries in 
Europe. They claimed their postal 
clerks had a difficult time recognizing 
stamps emanating from Egypt. They 
asked that Muzzi add "Egypt" to the 
designs in Latin characters. (This was 
before the UPU came into being and 
ruled on this very point). 

Muzzi himself, not content with the 
arabesque designs, took the matter 
directly to Ismail. To strengthen his 
argument, he showed him essays he 
had received from the National Bank 

ote Company in ew York which 
featured beautiful pictures of the 
Sphinx and a Pyramid. 

Egypt, until Napoleon occupied it, 
had been neglected by tourists. But the 
reports written by his archeologists 
and the precious antiquities brought 
back by them had fired the European 
imagination. The country was in the 
process of being rediscovered. 

Muzzi playing on that rediscovery, 
argued that the use of antiquities on 
his stamps would recall the land's 
ancient glories and still not offend Is­
lamic sensibilities. More than that, it 
would help in developing an embry-
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onic tourist trade for the country. 
The idea was approved and a Ger­

man engraver, F. Hoff, then in the em­
ploy of V. Penasson of Alexandria, was 
instructed to work up a new stamp de­
sign. He engraved a die showing the 
Sphinx against the Pyramid of Cheops 
within an oval panel flanked by Hadri­
an's Column and Cleopatra's Needle. 
Value and inscription panels were at 
top and bottom.* 

After approval, Hoff engraved four 
designs of each of the six denomina­
tions on steel dies, impressions of 
which were then transferred to litho­
graphic stones for printing in sheets of 
200 subjects. This led to the philatelic 
recognition of four "types" (because 
of small variations in Hoff's engraving 
of a quartet die unit) which may be 
found in any block of four from the 
sheet. 

The contract again was let to Pen­
asson. Seeking a method of producino 
supplies at the least possible cost, they 
came up with an idea that was, in­
deed, the forerunner of the "key plate" 
process introduced by Thomas De la 
Rue many years later, for printing the 
British colonial issues. 

A central desi.gn was engraved to 
show the Sphinx and Pyramid in an 
oval. Above and below are, respective­
ly, Turkish and Latin inscriptions 
reading, "Egyptian Khedival Posts." 
This time the Sphinx' head was in pro­
per perspective against the Cheops 
Pyramid. 

Hundreds of cliches or stereotypes 
were made of this design. Then the 
lateral panels in which the figure of 
value and inscriptions in Turkish and 
Italian were given were made. (Arabic 
for the left, Italian for the right). 

It now became necesary to use the 
basic, central cliche for all denomina­
tions, adding only the lateral panels 
for individual values which were print­
ed in different colors. It was a first in 
philatelic history and a tribute to Pen­
asson's ingenuity. 

Unfortunately, Egypt was saddled 
with a Khedive whose extravagance 
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was unparalleled, but was also involv­
ed in the construction of the Suez 
Canal, causing a very shaky economy. 
Penasson's charges strained the Egypt­
ian budget even more, forcing, the trans­
ference of all the cliches from Alexan­
dria to the Government Printing Office 
in Boulaq - an ancient section of 
Cairo's Nile embankment. 

There, untrained, inexperienced ili­
terate workmen used them for future 
printings. The hapless workers, when 
assembling printing surfaces, frequent­
ly inserted the three-part units into 
the chases in such slipshod fashion that 
they caused any number of tele-bcche 
arrangements to appear in the BouL:q 
printings. Indeed, in the case of the 
five-para value, they even placed the 
lateral panels upside down in relation 
to the central vignette! 

In talking about the classic era we 
must include one more chapter. 

As philatelists and postal historians 
know, there were efforts to call a con­
vention for the simplification of inter­
national mail handling as early as 
1860. Two were interrupted by the 
Civil War in America and the Franco­
Prussian War in Europe. Another was 
called for Bern in 1874. All of Eur­
ope's postal administrations were re­
presented, but only two overseas na­
tions - the United States and Egypt 
- signed the resulting convention that 
led to the Universal Postal Union. 

It was a reflection of the progressive 
ambitions of Muzzi. Not only was he 
one of the foremost delegates, suggest­
ing several of the ideas which became 
part of the initial rules and regulations 
of the Union, but he went back to 
Egypt and immediately commissioned 
Penasson to prepare special U.P.U. 
stamps for use on domestic and foreign 
mail. 

Five different essays were engraved 
and submitted and a supply of the ac­
cepted design actually was printed. De­
livery, however, was never made. Egypt 
was unable to pay the printing costs. 

In the intervening century political 
relationships between the United States 
*In this, Hoff took liberties. If one looks at the Sphinx head as on the stamp, the second, 
Menk:rnra, Pyramid would be in the background, not Cheops. Cleopatra's Needle, in later 
years given as a gift to the United States, today stands behind the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York's Central Park. 



and Egypt have been at times strained, 
but that between the postal authorities 
of the two nations have been exceed­
ingly strong and most cooperative. 

When elections were held to select 
the last two Directors Generals of the 
UPU, the Un_ited States delegations at 
Vienna and Lausanne staunchly sup­
ported Dr. Michel Rahi and Major Md. 
I. Sobhi, both Egyptians , in hotly con­
tested ballotings. 

On any number of occasions, Ameri­
can postal officials have traveled to 
Egypt to inspect innovational mail ser­
vices, just as many Eqyptian authori ­
ties have visited the o ·nited States to 
see our latest technological advance­
ments . Indeed, less than two month~ 
ago, Major Sobhi came to New York 
and Washington for a visit before con­
tinuing to Melbourne for an an nual 
meeting of the Southeast Asian Postal 
Union. 

Before we close, let us recall one 
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further relationship between Egypt and 
the United States. Right after World 
War II, one of the Survey Department 's 
most promising craftsmen came to the 
Alco Engraving Co. at Hoboken, N. J ., 
to learn modern techniques of multi­
color offset lithography. Upon return­
ing to Cairo and learning that Egypt 
wanted a new definitive set to replace 
the Farouk designs, he urged the use 
of this technique. U nable to convince 
his rnperiors -at the Survey that thi s 
method could produce more beautiful 
>tamps, he worked on his own time, 
making up the necessary diapositives 
for a natural-color stamp. When he 
submitted the results of hi s work, the 
d irector was elated and ap proved the 
ornduction of a £ 1 value portraying 
the famous Nefertiti statue in all its 
del icately magnificent tints. That adhe­
sive still is recognized by qualified art­
ists to be one of the most beautiful in 
the world of philately. 
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George T . Turner 

to Receive 1975 

A. F. Lichtenstein 

Memorial Award 
George T. Turner of Washington, 
D. C. has been selected by The Collec­
tors Club as the recipient of the Alfred 
F. Lichtenstein Award in its 25th Jubi­
lee year. This honor is presented to 
another philatelist of quality known 
world wide for his unselfish devotion 
to the best interests of philately. 

George Townsend Turner, Jr. was 
born in 1906 at River Fores·t, Illinois. 
There he spent his childhood and grad­
uated from Oak Park and River For­
est High Schol in 1925. He still has the 
small general collection of stamps he 
started as a lad of ten. He recalls that 
his mother would not permit him to 
have the albums while studying at 
Cornell University where he received 
the degrees of Bachelor ( 1929) and 
Master of Chemistry ( 1931). He spent 
the summer of 1927 on a student tour 
of eight European countries. He mar­
ried in 1929, a collegiate status frown­
ed upon at that time. 

George's interest in stamps was re­
vived when Prof. B. S. Monroe show­
ed him a collection of the 3-cent 1851-
57 issue and Dr. Carroll Chase's book 
on the subject. Going "all out" he 
amassed a general U. S. collection that 
was sold at a loss during the Depres­
sion of the 1930s. He took an interest 
in cancellations and postal markings 
when he acquired a large lot of covers, 
also began searching for plate varieties 
and started replating the 3-cent 1851 
issue stamps. 

While he was engaged in research 
for Armstrong Cork Co. at its factory 
in Beaver Falls, Pa., George came to 
know the area's active collectors and 
was initiated into the "Visiting Fire­
men of Philately." His interest in 
United States revenue stamps was stim­
ulated when C. W. Bedford, who 
founded the "Shift Hunter," inspired 
him to undertake the original plating 
of the 10-cent Certificate Civil War 
revenue issue. He completed the plat­
ing in a year and other plating research 
has been a continuing endeavor. 

Transferred to the Company's home 
office, he became a member of the Lan­
caster County (Pa.) Stamp Club and 
joined the American Philatelic Society 
in 1933, attending i.ts annual conven­
tions at Atlantic City in 1934 and 
Washington in 1935 where he met the 
A.P.S. leaders of that era. During a 
brief residence in Chicago he was in­
vited to present a paper entitled "Some 
notes on Revenue Plating" at the Third 
American Philatelic Congress in 193 7, 
and ·had the opportunity to use the fine 
library of Ralph A. Kimble then the 
editor of the American Philatelist. He 
conducted columns in the "A.P." for 
the Postal Markings Unit and Revenue 
Unit between 1934 and 1942. 

When he was employed by U. S. 
Steel Corp. on a development project 
it was moved to Newark, N. J. early 
in 1938. Being in the New York area 
he had the fortunate opportunity to 
work on and study the many ramifica­
tions in the field of U.S. revenues with 
Morton D. Joyce, the leading revenue 



collector with whom a lasting friend­
ship developed. He joined the Collec­
tors Club in May 1938 and worked on 
the Library Committee during the 
period 1938-56. 

George's ardent interest in the liter­
ature of philately came about through 
his purchase in 1939 of the "Uncle 
Billy" Stone library in order to secure 
needed reference material on revenue 
stamps. Originally he planned to dis­
pose of the unrelated foreign publica­
tions in the collection, but he became 
fascinated with philatelic books and 
soon expanded his interests to include 
the entire field of li,terature. Later he 
acquired a considerable portion of the 
William R. Ricketts library, then, in 
1950, the entire W. R. King library and 
in 1953 the exceptional library of 
Ralph A. Kimble. One of his goals 
has been to obtain as nearly as pos­
sible all philatelic works published in 
the United States. 

George assisted Elliot Perry in pre­
paring the wonderful exhibit arranged 
by Alfred F. Lichtenstein to honor the 
"Centenary of the Postage Stamp" at 
the Collectors Club in 1940. 

After a year working on color and 
plastic research with Ciba Inc. he join­
ed the research group at Johnson & 
Johnson where his experience with 
plastic and rubber adhesives was essen­
tial to the war effort. He was chief 
chemist with Revertex Corp. of Amer­
ica for the years 1944-46, formulating 
rubber latex compounds for various 
uses. In 1946 he began work for I. B. 
Kleinert Rubber Co. as chief chemist 
and was technical director from 19 54 
until 1957. 

In July 1958 George's avocation be­
came a "second career" with his ap­
pointment as asociate curator of the 
Smithsonian Institution's Division of 
Philately _and Postal History. His pri­
mary efforts were devoted to coordinat­
ing the design of display cases and of 
frames suitable for a hall in which the 
National Collection in a new Museum 
of History and Technology would be 
exhibited. He also planned the offices 
for the division. The Hall of Philately 
was opened Sept. 18, 1964, during the 
NAPEX show; 15 national philatelic 
societies convened for the dedication. 
March 1976 
After retiring from the Smithsonian 
in April 1963 he joined the Technical 
Staff of the Bureau Issues Association 
as research philatelist. With George 
W. Brett he co-edited the "Bureau Spe­
cialist" between July and September. 
Earlier he had compiled "SLOANE'S 
COLUMN," published in 1961 by the 
B.l.A. under the auspices of the Hugh 
M. Southgate Fund. His most recent 
B.l.A. publication is "Essays and 
Proofs of United States Internal Rev­
enue Stamps." Completed in Decem­
ber 1974, it received the 1975 Eugene 
Klein Award of the American Phila­
telic Congres. 

George has always been an active 
member of local clubs wherever he has 
lived, and has held important offices 
in many national societies. With a dual 
membership - Nos. 13 and 14 - he 
heloed the Philatelic Literature Asso­
ciation when founded in 1941 and later 
served as its president 1952-63. He 
was on the Board of Governors of the 
B.I.A. 1946-49 also serving on its Cat­
alog Listing Committee. Long a mem­
ber of the American Philatelic Con­
gress, he was its president for the years 
1954-58. More recently he was presi­
dent of the American Academy of 
Philately 1970-74. He had joined the 
Royal Philatelic Society in 1948 and 
was elected a Fellow in 1955. He also 
holds membership in the "Royal" of 
Australia and Canada. In 1956-58 he 
assisted Harry Lindquist on the Hob­
bies Committee of the People-To­
People Program that promoted better 
international understanding. 

Turner has been a member of the 
American Philatelic Society's Board of 
Directors in one office or another every 
year since 1957 except during 1965-67 
when he withdrew as a candidate for 
president to devote his full time and 
energy to the SIPEX international phil­
atelic exhibition. Currently he is serv­
ing for a second time as A.P.S. Direc­
tor of International Affairs. 

He has represented the United States 
as a delegate to the Federation Inter­
nationale de Philatelie (FIP) Con­
gresses in Paris '64, Munich '66, 
Prague '68 , Sofia '69. London '70, 
Budapest '71 and Madrid '75. He has 
served as an international judge at 
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SIRIUS COVERS (Contd.) 
Queen was ready, she apparently did 
not, for we find six trips listed for the 
Great Western between August 18, 
1838, and July 12, 1839, when the 
British Queen began her delayed 
maiden voyage and none for the Sirius. 
The explanation may be in Pond's 
Junius Smith, page 107, where it is 
noted: 

"There was no certainty that the 
Sirius would be able to continue her 
record, and it was not intended 
that she should. She was run at a 
loss . . . It is significant that not 
11 4 
withstanding the huzzahs with which 
the voyage of the Sirius was greeted, 
the letters of Smith to his New York 
nephew have little to say concern­
ing her. What Smith impatiently 
waited for was the maiden voyage 
of his big liner, the British Queen. 
It was business he was looking for, 
rather than glory .. . " 

It is sad that Smith did not realize 
that he could have subsidized his voy­
ages through the mails carried on the 
Sirius' initial Atlantic crossing. 
FIPEX '56, SOFIA '69, PHILATO­
KYO '71 and POLSKA '73. 

Several of George's collections have 
been exhibited at times since 1934, in 
national shows and occasionally over­
seas. They are educational in nature, 
created to interest the public or inform 
fellow colleotors of the possibilities in a 
subject, rather than to win awards. 
However, major awards have been re­
ceived. A United States postal history 
collection limited to mourning covers 
won the grand award and Postal His­
tory Society's gold medal at V APEX 
'73. An original topical exhibit, "Col­
lecting Stamp Collectors," which de­
picts about 60 recognized stamp col­
lectors pictured on stamps, has receiv­
ed a variety of awards. An exhibit of 
the Flag Cancels of the American 
Postal Machines Co. used from 1894-
1940 has attracted considerable inter­
est and gained five special trophies at 
shows in 1972-75. An "On Document" 
display of U. S. Revenue Stamps shown 
in 1963 is now being remounted. Occa­
sionally items from his philatelic library 
have been shown hors concours. 

George's second marriage, in June 
1949, was to Helen Jo Jasper after a 
ten-year friendship. A career woman, 
Jo was in the educational field for many 
years, then a creative editor with Art­
ists and Writers Press, a division of 
Western Publishing, printers of the well 
known line of Golden Books. Later she 
served a term as president of the 
Women's National Book Association. 

Jo observes that her husband's pri­
mary concern is helping young collec­
tors by freely sharing his broad know­
ledge of philately But she adds that he 
can be a rather harsh and outspoken 
critic at times because he abhors the 
perpetuation of factual errors in phila­
telic articles resulting from failure of 
authors to check all prior references 
or review their writings thoroughly with 
others before rushing into print. He 
also has little patience with the inac­
curate use of precise philatelic termin­
ology. 

There are few that possess as vast 
a perception of historic philately and 
the many participants therein as Mr. 
Turner. Several influential individuals 
owe their present position today to 
George's recommendation. 

George has received "Services to 
Philately" awards from-the Garfield­
Perry Stamp Club in 1958, SEPAD in 
1968 and the American Philatelic Con­
gress and the Order of the Vest in the 
same year. 

But the one of which he is proudest 
is a simple testimonial based on his 
most important achievement. the direc­
tion of the Sixth International Philate­
lic Exhibition (SIPEX 1966) in Wash­
ington after plans by the Association 
for Stamp Exhibitions for a New York 
show collapsed. 

The citation presented to him by his 
fellow SIPEX directors reads: 

Let it be known whenever phila­
telists speak of SIPEX that it was 
George T. Turner's original idea to 
hold this great event in Washington , 
that his was the guiding spirit and 
principal organizing effort, that by 
his talents, wisdom and warm human 
qualities he guided SIPEX to suc­
cess, and thereby rendered a great 
service to philately and his country. 



No. Name 

5851 Max Draissner 

5852 Herman M. Sibum 

5853 Stephen J. Hasegawa 

5854 Christopher R. Harmer 
(Associate Resident Member) 

5855 Frank Vignola 

5856 Roland H. Cipolla II 

5857 E. Ray Shank 

5858 Kalman V. Illyefalvi 

5859 John A. Carlson 
(Associate Non-Resident 
Member) 

5860 Arthur H. Groten, M.D. 

5861 Julius Lieberman 

5862 Raymond C. Patton 

5863 Richard A. Weinberg 

5864 Arthur J. Kobacker 

5865 Jeff Susman 
(Associate Non- Resident 
Member) 

5866 J. Peter Amis 

5867 Herbert A. Trenchard 

5868 Robert D. Mis 

5869 Robert A. Brisson 

5870 R. Alan Baker, M.D. 

5871 Michael Meyer 

5872 Fred M. Boughner 

5873 Richard A. Voit 

5874 Corrado Mazzolini 

NEW MEMBERS 

Address 

New York, N. Y. 

East Stroudsburg, Pa. 

San Francisco, Calif. 

New Rochelle, N. Y. 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Houston, Texas 

Norristown, Pa. 

Collecting Interest 

South America - Essays & 
Proofs 

Germany 

Japan, China, Korea, 
Manchoukuo, Ryukyu 

U. S. Stampless Covers; Frank­
lin le Blues, types 

Nepal; Guatemala; and Postal 
Stationery 

le Blue (1851) with emphasis 
on Type IV, Scott #9 and 23 

U.S. Huck Press products; lOc 
flags, 68-69 Christmas, 6c 
and Sc flags 

Pikesville, Md. Hungary; South Africa 

Palos Park, Ill. Canada, Great Britain; Indo-
nesia 

Fishkill , N. Y. 1859 Decimal issue of Canada 

Levittown, Pa. Ethiopia; Liberia 

East Stroudsburg, Pa. British Colonies; Canada 

Columbus, Ind. Russia; U. S. 

Steubenville, Ohio U.S. A. 

Westfield, N. J. Japan - 1st, 2nd , & 3rd Showa 
Series 

Lake Placid, N . Y. New York State Stampless 

Hyattsville, Md. 

Fairhaven, Mass. 

New Bedford, Mass. 

Kettering, Ohio 

Monsey, N. Y. 

covers 

Philatelic Literature; 
Mexico Postal History 

U.S. Mint Sheets; U.S. Plate 
Blocks; U.S. FDCs; U.S. 
Mint singles 

U.S.; United Nations 

U. S.; Canada 

United Nations; U.S. 

Houston, Texas U.S. Pioneer Airmail 1910-
1916; U. S. Airmail 1918-
1930 

Newport Beach, Calif. U.S. Plate Blocks; German 
Colonies; Monaco; Rhode­
sia; South Africa; Cape of 
Good Hope; Natal 

Larchmont, N. Y. Italian area 
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~~~PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS 

Published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

UNITED STATES 

Early American Perforating Machines - 1857-67 - W. S. Boggs, 1954 

United States, The Ten Cents Stamps of 1855-59 - M. I. Neinken, 1960 . 

Robert Morris, Postmaster of New York - W. S. Boggs, 1960 

The Pony Express - M. C. Nathan and W. S. Boggs, 1962 

United States, The Sc Beacon Air Mail Stamp of 1928 -
H. M. Goodkind, 1965 .............. . 

Postal History of Vermont - G. C. Slawson, A. W. Bingham 
and S. W. Drenan, 1969 ............... .. ..................................... . 

CONFEDERATE STATES 

s 2.00 

$10.00 

$25.00 

$10.00 

$ 2.00 

$10.00 

0 

0 

0 

0 

D 

D 

Civil War Prisons and Their Covers - E. Antrim. 1962 $10.00 0 

OVERSEAS 

Afghanistan, Its 20th Century Postal I ssues- F. E. Patterson, III, 1965 . 

Corrientes, The I ssues of 1856-59 - L. Stich, 1957 .... 

$10.00 

s 2.00 

0 

D 
French Colonies, The General I ssues - R. G. Stone, 1961 Sold Out 

French Morocco: the 1943-44 Tour Hassan I ssues - C. Neidorf, 1953 

Honduras, The Black Air Mail - I. I. Green, 1962 

Philatelic Handbook for Korea, 1884-1905 - Korea Stamp Society 

Manchoukuo - H. K. Zirkle, 1964 

The New Hebrides, Postal Stamps and Their History - N. Hals 
and P. Collas, 1968 .... .. .. .. .... ... .. ................................... .. .... .. 

New Zealand, 1898-1900; Great Barrier Reef I sland Pigeon Post Stamps -
J. R. Walker, H. L. Chisholm and H. M. Goodkind, 1969 . 

A Postal History of Spain - T. Van Dam, 1973 

COLLECTORS CLUB 

The Collectors Club Philatelist, Cumulative Index to Volumes 1 to 50, 

s 1.50 0 
s 1.00 0 
$10.00 0 
$10.00 0 

$10.00 0 

s 5.00 0 
$12.00 D 

1922-1971 - E. C. Wilkens and J. D. Dowd. 1972 $10.00 O 

Reprint of the First Scott Catalog, 1868 - 21 pages S 2.00 0 

SPECIAL T O MEMBERS: 25 % DISCOUNT ON ANY BOOK 
ORDERED FROM T H IS PAGE 

-=---== THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street , New York, N. Y. I 0016 
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ST AMPS IN YOUR EST ATE? 

PLAN NOW. CALL WOLFFERS 

SAN FRANCISCO (415) 781-5127 

AVOID FAMILY TENSIONS. 

LET US HELP YOU SET UP YOUR STA M P 

HOLDINGS YOUR WAY. CALL CO L­

LECT. WE'LL TRAVEL. 

RICHARD WOLFFERS INC. 
STAMPS AND AUCTIONS 

127 KEARNY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94108 

"In The West - It's Wolffe rs" 
SIAM 
(THAILAND) 

Would like to buy collections, 

dealer's stocks, rare items, 

early covers, proofs, speci­

mens, revenues, etc., of 

Thailand 

F. H. GLOECKNER 
1315 Cherry Street 

Philadelphia , Pa. 19107 

Phone 215 - 568-1770 
March 1976 
At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXIDBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

2 x 2 Color Slides 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Phot ographer for thtJ 

Collectors Club Phu atelist.) 

1 l\1ontgornery Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
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~x- x - x x x x x-x=x-x=x=x-x-x~x 

~.~ OLD RUMANIA Ii] 
~ x 
:•: We can offer the following items from our extensive stock of Old Rumonio . This 1:1•1:1 

represents only o fraction of our stock ond inquiries for other items will be core-
H fully dea lt with. The following items ore oil mint. 1111 

:•: Scott 22 , 22a + 22b ----···-· ·-········ $ 26 Scott 36 ··---·-·--···------------·······-----·- $ 60 

t~ ~24~ ~~~-~-~-;-·-;;-h:;~;- ·:::= ::=::::::::: $: I 9~6r 415~ ~~~-~'.~~~- --~'.~~-~ -- ::::::::: =::: $: 3!9~ ~ii 
U 29: ~t~;~ -:;; tte~ ~~-~~ - -:::: $ 40 40 ·;;,-~~~-i-~-~T"bi~~k" ·-~r- ~;~-~: :: $ 120 :·: 

:•: 
3
3
0
0+st

3
r
0
ip ~f four --.------ -----;--- $$ 

5
3

6
5 !8

8
b b--,--- --k·---- ·f· ---:·--- ----------------- $$ 2!~ m1 

II 31 b ty;e 
1

~ -~-~-~~-'-~-~- ---~~~~ $ 39 46 ° ----~-~----~----~~~ --:: :::::::::::::::: $ 37 :•: :•: 3 I b type b -------·---------·------- $ 39 49 -------·-------····-----·-------·-·------ $ 59 ~~ 
II =1~~· Please note that in general we only carry stomps ond covers up to approximately 

1920. Exceptio ns ore Great Britain and Switzerland where we stock all periods. 
,:.: Items in which you ore interested con be submitted on approval against suitable X II referen ces. Payment can be mode in Dollars to our New York account. u
:-: Our representative in The United States: 

" x 
.,. JOHN F. D. BARESCH, P. 0. Box 383 , Burlington , Mass. 01803 I~ .. :·: 
~.~ LEO BARESCH 1111 

1111 

Mansfield House, 376-9 Strand, London WC2R OLA, England :•: 
, Agent in the U. S. A.: John F. D. Barasch, P.O. Box 383 , Burlington, Mass. 01803 1111 

~~x-x-x-x x x x x x x x x x x x 
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
PUBLICATIONS 

By J. R. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. 
Postal History of Port Phillip District ................. .. .. . 
The "Emblems" of Victoria ............... .... . . ... ............ . 
Victoria: The Postage Dues .. ............. . ........ . 
Victor-ia : "Butterfly" and "Barred Oval" Cancellations 1850-55 
Victoria : The "Bar-red Numeral" Cancellations 1856-1919 
Victoria: The "Registered" and "Too Late" Stamps 1854-58 
V ictoria : 1901-19 Issue (The Sd., 4d., and 5d. Values) 
Victoria: The V Over Crown Watermarks 
Philately from .Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols I -X, 1949-58 
Philately from .Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols XI-XX, 1959-68 
The Postal History of Barakoma .Airfield, Rev A. H. Voyce ......... . 
Tasmania: The Postal History and Postal Markings, H. M. Campbell, F.R.P .S.L., 

,T. R. W. Purves, F.R.P.S.L., L. C. Viney, F .R.P.S.L. .... .......... .... ....... . .... ... .. . 
New South Wales Numeral Cancellations, Alan G. Brown and H . M. Campbell, 

F .R.P.S .L. ,$5.00. First Supplement .... ........ ............ ..................... ... ................... . . 
Cumulative Index: Commonwealth of .Australia, W. M. Holbeach, F.R.P.S.L. 

Postage Extra in all Cases 

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
601 LITTLE BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000 

$3.50 
$6.50 
$6.50 
$2.50 

$10.50 
$10.50 

$1.00 
$1.00 
$1.50 
$1.50 
$2.00 

$10.50 

$1.50 
$3.50 
1976 - Our 58th Year 

STAM P S WANTE D 

Each Year Our P ublic Auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urgently Need Additional Material I 

You want th e most fo r your stamps. We gladly p ay it without delay~ or 
bargaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured m ail or express, attent ion : 
Appra isa l Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instructions 
after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, an<l our lmyer 
can visit you lo inspect large r properties. 

J. &· H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10010 Tel.: (212) 533 - 0790 

"Rated fi rst in'. stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's h as p urchased outright, al the top market p rice, with imm ediate 
cash payment, more than $50,000,000 wor th of fine stamps. Our needs ore 
un li mi ted. 

Fair treatm ent is always assured 
March 1976 119 



WHERE ARE THE AMERICA STAMPS? 
By Adolph Koeppel 

(Fonner President of the ARA) 

The first definitive survey of the whereabouts of the 1765 British tax stamps 
for America, Mr. Koeppel's new book contains over 200 pages richly laden 
with more than 50 illustrations of the stamps and stamped documents taken 
from those in private hands and from the archives. 
Presenting a penetrating insight into the men who drafted the act, it present& 
the act itself in clear modern-day form. Included are chapters on the Admln­
istration of Justice in Quebec during the Stamp Act Period, the Archives at 
Jamaica, Barbados and Nova Scotia and much other interesting and here­
tofore unpublished material on these rare stamps. 

Published by the 
Town of North Hempstead American Bicentennial Commission 

220 Plandome Road, Manhassett, New York 11030 
(Add $2.50 for airmail overseas) 

A Must For All Revenue Students and Postal Historians 
Order From: 

Town of North Hempstead American Bicentennial Commission 
Hard Cover - Limited Edition 

$15.00 Postpaid 
COLORADO TERRITORIAL & PRE-TERRITORIAL POSTMARKS 
By David L. Jarrett 

A New Book From The 
COLLECTOR'S CLUB OF CHICAGO 

(Available End of April 1976) 

LIMITED EDITION - COMPLETE - LAVISHLY ILLUSTRATED 
Regular Edition: $17.50 - Dduxe Edition $22.50 

Other C.C.C. Publications Available: 
New York Foreign Mails by Morrison Waud & 

Arthur Van Vlisingen .................. ........ ............... .. ... . . 

Chicago Postal History, Ed. by Dr. Ha"ey Karlen ...... . . 
Franks of the Western Expresses by Mel Nathan .......... . . 
The United States 1869 Issue - An Essay-Proof History 

$17.50 

17.50 
17.50 

Sold Out 

$22.50 
22.50 

by Fred P. Schueren ..... ......... ..... ........ ....... ...... ...... .... . 17.50 Sold Out 

The U. S. Mail and Postmaster Assistant .. .. .... ............ . Sold Out 

Postpaid in the U. S. A. 

The Collector's Club of Chicago 
1029 North Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 60610 
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HOW TO SELL 

YOUR STAMPS 
AT AUCTION. 

Send for a free detailed brochure. 

WAVERLY 

TRADING 
COMPANY 
Licensed Auctioneers 

Box 78-A 
A Waverley, Mass. 02179 
~ 6 17 - 923-9716 
AUSTRALIA 

Scott # 13. I 0/-

An exceptionally fine used 
copy of this scarce stamp is 
offered, well centered and 
with light circular datestamp. 

Current auction prices 
show that the high values of 
this series are much under 
catalogued in fine used con­
dition. 

PRICE $125.00 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborougb Croft, St. Cross, 

Winchester, S023 9RX, England. 
March 1976 
ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL 
GENEVA 
29/ 30 APRIL 

Five sales are to be held at the Hotel 
Richmond, Geneva, on 29/30 April, 1976 in 
association with Christie's International, S.A. 

I - AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH 
including the collection offered on 
behalf of an American collector with 
superb 'Roos to £2, a corner block 
of four of the 1913 3d. olive, the 
lower pair imperf. on three sides, and 
many essays, proofs, varieties and 
imprint blocks. 

II - UNITED ST ATES OF AMERICA 
1847·1935 inclluding the fine collec­
tion offered by order of a California 
collector, strong in covers and can­
cellations of the classic period, a 
pair of the 1857 12c imperf. ~etween, 
a strong section of Patriotic Covers 
of the 1861 ·65 Civil War period, some 
of the George Walcott collection, a 
Confederate Patriotic cover carried 
by Pony Express and eight other 
Pony Express covers. 

III - AIRMAILS with the whole world 
collection of airmail stamps formed 
by the late Robert Lel:man of New 
York and including such rarities as 
the Newfoundland Hawker mint and 
De Pinedo mint and on cover. 

IV - RARITIES with Briti sh Empire in­
cluding Asiatic and African rarities, 
Great Britain 19th century high val­
ues mint, Canada " seaways" invert, a 
unique Malta "grid" cover, South 
Australia and Victoria classics. 

V - UNITED ST ATES OF AMERICA 
comprising the magnificer:t collection 
formed by the late Robert Lehman 
of New York including 1847 5c. dark 
grey brown in a mint block of eight, 
1851 IOc block of four, types II and 
III, se-tenant, a unique used block 
of twenty·one of the IOc types II and 
III, 1857 IOc type V (mint block of 
fifteen) and 12c Plate I (mint block 
of sixteen), Columbian S3 and $4 in 
mint blocks of four, 190 12c and 1924 
Air 24c both with inverted centre, 
1938 6c sheet imperforate between 
and the many other U.S. rarities in 
superb condition. 

ROBSON LOWE 
INTERNATIONAL LTD. 

50 Pall Mall, 
London SWI Y SJZ, England. 

Cables: "Stamps London SWI". 
Telex: 915 410. V.A.T. No. 239/4486/31. 
12 1 



The Stampless Covers of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 
NEW BRUNSW IC K 
1. 1795 (July 22nd) entire letter from St. John to Fredericton bearing really 

MAGNIFICENT strilrn of the straight line "ST. JOHN N.B." with date In 
black. Ex. Jephcott .................................... ................................. - ...... -...... .... .............. $300 

2. 1827 (18th April) entire letter from St. Andrews to Lunenburgh, Nova Scotia 
bearing m /s "Free J. Campbell P.M.", r imless c.d .s. of Halifax and fine 
strike of the straight line "ST. JOHN S N.B." in black. Ex. J ephcott $400 

3. 1832 (25th F ebruary) enti r e letter from Bathurst to Fre dericton bearing m /s 
"Fr Pe" with s;gnature & a very fine strike of the black double circle " POST 
OFFTCE BATHURST" -- one of only TWO r ecorded strikes - 111 . on page 
152 of book by J eph cott, Greene & Young ......................... ·······-···· ·-·· .. ······· $130 

4. 1832 (22nd June) cover to Quebec bearing attractive strike of the large ci r­
cular "DALHOUSTE POST OFFICE" date stamp and ci rcular rimless "MI-
RAMTCHI" - both in black on obverse .. .......... ...................... ....... ...... ...... $100 

5. 1844 (5th Mny) entire to Quebec r ated "11" with clear· strike of t h e double 
circle "GRAND FALLS N.Br" with m /s date. Scarce $ 80 

6. 1856 (April 30th) enti r e le tter to Bridgetown, Nova Scotia rated "6" and 
bearing strike of the rare straight line " ST. JOHN N.B./SHIP LETTER" 
In black. Attractive .... .. .. - - ··-··-·············-····--··········-····· $390 

NOVA SCOTIA 
7. 1790 (February 26th) entire from Borough, England add r essed to St. John, 

New Brunswick bearing split-framed circular "HALIFAX.N.SCOTIA" date­
stamp and framed "SHTP LRE". Great Rarity-the letter bears Interesting 
notation by J . P eter s , Deputy Postmaster General of Nova Scotia ........ $525 

8. 1821 (!st November) cover to London bearing en circled "Paid" and double 
oval crown "SHTP LETTER HALTFAX" in black. Backstamped with rim! P.ss 
"Fredericton" c .d. s. & fra m ed "Packet L etter" ............. ................. $240 

9. 1853 (April 23rd) entire letter from P arrsborough to Halifax, N.S. b eari ng a 
super strike of the red Crown ed Circle "PAID AT AMHERST N.S." R ated 
"3" and backstamped at Halifax & Amherst ......... ·-···-····--············-·-.......... $385 

Th is is but a small se lect ion from our stocks of the Posta l . History of Brj~lsh 
North America. Further details of av ailable items supplied on request. ·· 

W. E. LEA (Philatelists) Ltd. 
I Adelphi, John Adam St. 
Strand, London, W.C. 2 

Cc'.!b!es: Leastamps 
Where do you go when you 
want to buy the finest in 

U.S. and B.N.A.? Try me, 
you may like me. 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone 914 - 358-0964 
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WATCH FO.R 

OUR 

QUALITY 
AUCTION SALES 

of 

U.S. and CANADA 

Stamps and Covers 

Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc. 
bf. 1885 

40 Court Street 
Boston, MBA. 02108 

Stanley J. Richmond, Proprietor 



APRIL 21-22 

AUCTION 

FINE CANADA 
PROVINCES 

U.S.A. 
BRITISH 

COMMONWEAL TH 
AND FOREIGN 

Illustrated Catalogues $2 
Subscriptions to all 

1976 Catalogues 
& Prices Realized $5 

J. N. SISSONS LIMITED 
Suite 27 - Office Mezzanine 

KING EDWARD HOTEL 
37 KING STREET EAST 

TORONTO, CANADA MSC I E9 
Cables: Sistamp, Toronto 

Phone: 416-364-6003 
='"'*o-ooa--ooa-o-a-aooaDOOt:l·-aa-oo-aoo-aca.: 
WANTED! 

COLOMBIA "CUBIERTAS" 

Any Quantity 

ALEX RENDON 

Room 2406 

I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 

Phone: 212 - 683-6746 
March 1976 
PACIFIC ISLANDS 
MALAY -- BORNEO AREAS 

COVERS, PROOFS, 

POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL 

What are your interests? 

References Please 

HOWARD LEE £, 
P. 0. Box 5950 

New York, N. Y. 10017 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
ROOM 612 

82 DEVONSHIRE STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 02109 
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COVERS 

POST AL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

new GnglanJ Stamp 
643 Fifth Ave. South 

Naples, Florida 33940 
PENNSYLVANIA 
POSTAL HISTORY 

John L. Kay 
and Chester M. Smith, Jr. 

This 576-page hardcover new title 
covers the history of all post offices, 
named stations, named branches, rural 
branches, and community post offices. 
Reflecting the stronger interest in 
local county history rather than that 
of the state as a whole, it is organ­
ized along county lines. Composed 
of three sections, the first section con­
tains the name of each post office 
by county with its establishment date, 
discontinuation date, first postmas­
ter's name and notes. The next sec­
tion is an alphabetical list of all the 
first postmasters of Pennsylvania. The 
final section is an alphabetical list 
of post offices and serves as an index 
to the more detailed information in 
the county list. Contains no illustra­
tions other than a map of Pennsyl­
vania showing county lines and the 
number of post offices currently in 
each county. 

$25.00 (Postpaid) 
Quarterman Publications, Inc. 

5 South Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01802 
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POSTAL HISTORY 

& RARE ST AMPS 

Foreign Offices, Provinces, 
Treaty Ports, Korea, · 

Mongolia, Tanna Tuva, 
Tibet , Nepal , Bhutan, 

Indochina , Afghanistan, 
and Siam. 
U.S. CLASSIC 
COVERS 

Covers, Cancels & Postal History, 
are sold 3 times per year at Pub­
lic Auction. Illustrated Catalogs, 
sent for $1.00 in Stamps, incl. 
Legal Size #I 0, S.A.S.E. for Prices 
Realized. 

Above, sent on approval, against 
Want Lists, U. S. Classic 19th & 
20th Century Cover Collections 
Wanted, for either outright Pur­
chase, or Consignment for Future 
Auctions. Correspondence Invited. 

AL ZIMMERMAN 
843 Van Nest Ave. 

Bronx, N. Y. 10462 
Tel. 212 - 822-7333 



RUSSIA 
WANTED 

We have been specializing in 
this particular country for 50 years 
and are therefore probably able 
to appreciate your holdings more 
than anyone else. Accordingly, we 
offer you more cash. 

We are in urgent need of spe­
cialized Col lections-XIX and XX 
C entury (preferably up to 1945). 
Rarities, Covers, Cancellations, 
Errors, Varieties, listed or not by 
Scott-also better grade sets. 

Selectio ns will be kept intact 
pending acceptance of our check 
(or returned, at our expense, in­
surd). Minimum $I 00.00. 

Fast, Courteous service! We 
have been serving Philate ly for 50 
years! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
P.O. BOX 448, 

MONROE, N. Y. 10950 
U you are searching for a truJy choice 

classic cover, your prime 1ource Is: 

MIDWAY 

STAMPS 
LTD. 

193 CLINTON A ' ' E. 
DOBBS FERRY 

N. Y. 10522 

£ 
March 1976 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
aa long as you enjoy collecting and 
as long a1 you have fun with your 
etnmps. But when you get tired or a 
collection because it has reached iu 
goal, when you want to etart in another 
philatelic field, do not hesitate lo dis­
pose of the "finished" collection. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
fonds for purchases in your new field. 
When you decide to sell, talk with a 
denier whom you hnve trusted with 
your purrhnses. He is the right man to 
eell for you the items he hos once sold 
to you. We ore alwnys happy when we 
can give advice and help of this kind. 
Contact us when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a entis­
ractory sale of your material, either 
by private sale or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 
Tel.: MUrrey Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Mercstemp Newyork 
What? 
You are interested in 

Postal History 
And you are not on the 
Postal Cover 
Mail bid sale mailing 
list! 
By all means ask 
for out next catalogue. 
125 



SIMMY'S 90th PUBLIC AUCTION 
MARCH 31 - APRIL 1, 1976 

Catalog Free 

U.S. 
TRANSATLANTIC 
COVERS 
72 INBOUND - From 
China, Persia plus Cu­
narder maiden voyage. 

STAMPLESS COVERS -
25 18th Century with Rich­
mond, Boston, Baltimore 
and New York. 
19th Century - Includes 
Rare N. Liberites News 
Room, Western and Terri­
torials, Pierce and Bucha­
nan Free Franks. 

Prices Realized $1.00 

; i' 

~ ~ -~ !: ' 

,/1 / , ,< 

•-

80 OUTBOUND - In­
cludes Mixed 1851, 1857 
issue used from Missouri; 
24 and 30 cent rates plus 
many Scarce and Attractive 
Usages. 

<) -(,,• 

,,,.,,,.-,,,, , , 

Rare "Via Nicaragua in Advance of the Mails Sullivan" on Pa,ir 34, 1851. 
Earliest known One Cent 1861 on Cover. Also, Nice ange of Later Issues, 
Propaganda, Expos,ition, Illustrated and Wes tern Express Covers. 
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ADHESIVE COVERS -
Provisionals including New 
York and Un1.isted Phila­
delphia through 10 First 
Issue Covers. 

' l ' / 
/ 

/ 
/ 

POSTAGE STAMPS -

,.. ; ;it 

; ! • \. 

~~' ~ { t \ .'~, ( ',_ 
\ ' 

~ \, ' i-\ 
l~ .. 1t r~t~J. ;(~" ru .. m~~ ra>,ii ·;~;, ~t~~:~, ~~ $.~;~; ~ 

'· 

FOREIGN -
Many attractive covers 
with British Common­
wealth, Russia, Bosnia, 
South America, plus 
small select.ion of Zep­
pelin Mail. 

U.S. - Large Selections of All Issues - Regulars, Commems. Coils, 
Plate Blocks and Imprint Strips. 
FOREIGN - Canada and BNA w,ith many Attractive M int Sets. Great 
Britain, £1 U.P.U. Mint. France: Two Large Collections with many scarce 
Stamps. Switzerland: Fine Collection - Classics to Modern Mint. Ryukus: 
Collection with 3 copies of No. 19. Collectons and Balances with over 75 
Scott Specialty Album Collections Sold by Country. 

~ f;! '«''lr;J": 

II['" J ( ...... ,• ·~· 
,- ..... ;t;: .. "-... 

""' ·~ 
"-.i/ 
(\> ~ •<'" 
•v• .. .>\Y • 

148 STATE ST., BOSTON, MA. 02109 

APS SPA BIA ASDA A FD CS 

Our Auction Catalogue 1s Free for the Asking ! 
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Classics since 1843 

Switzerland 's stamps have been among the most attractive and popular to 

make them oustanding classic treasures of philately. 

This is true today just as it has been for more than a century ago. 

Perhaps you can 't afford the Zurich, Geneva or Basel cantonals. 

But you can en joy today's masterpieces with complete confidence that 

their value will continue to rise because worldwide demands are so great. 

It's simple. Just open a subscription account by sending a remittance 

($10 will amply take care of a full year's new stamps in mint singles or 

first-day covers) and we 'll do the rest. Each time new stamps are released 

yours will be mailed automatically , eliminating bothersome individual 

ordering. 

It's that easy. 

Philatelic Service Office, PTT 

3000 BERN, SWITZERLAND. 
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REMEMBER •••• 
The world - wide demands upon Stanley Gibbons 
Auctions for good stamps in first class condition, 
requires continuous search by our specialist 
valuers. Should you have a stamp collection or 
other philatelic material for sale, remember the 
first name in stamps and contact Stanley Gibbons 
Auctions, where you can be assured of getting 
first-class friendly service and the best possible 
prices. 

*Upward of 24 sales each season guarantees 
that specialist material is allocated a suitable 
sale resulting in top realisations. 

*An expert team of valuers whose one 
aim is to prepare your collection to the 
best advantage. 
*Commission rates are extremely fav­

ourable. There is a standard rate 
which is flexible and can be tailored 
to suit individual properties. 

*Well produced catalogues are 
always available, usually six 
weeks prior to the sale. The 
unique "Gibbons Group" spec-
ialist register is used to ensure 
that interested parties are advis­
ed of impending sales. 

OR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY 

*Free valuation giving expected net 
realisation. · 

*No commission charged to vendor. 
· Sales generally effected within one or 

two weeks. 
*Immediate cash settlements upon 

completion. 

------------------~ 

~~~~l~~fr~M'!~~~~ M~'n~o.l 
I am interested in opening a subscription to Stanley I 
Gibbons Auction Catalogue service. I 
Name I 
Address I 

I 
L---------------------~ 



----[!iii ii]----.. 
NEW YORK 

THE H. R. HARMER 

PRIVATE TREATY/AUCTION PLAN 

(with or without a guaranteed minimum return) 

The Harmer PT/ A Plan is the answer for most vendors 

You decide to sell your collection and wisely forward it to H. R. 
Harmer, Inc. at 6 West 48th Street (insured at our expense) with a 
request for a report based on the Private Treaty/Auction Plan. 

The Collection is appraised by experts and a report sent giving: 

{a) A suggested asking price for the collection, or prices 
if division into more than one unit seems advisable. 

(b) The recommended period of offering before the 
collection is transferred to an auction in which space 
will be reserved as soon as you confirm instructions 
to proceed, 

or (c) The recommendation that the property should only 
be sold by either Private Treaty or Auction by 
reason of its particular make-up. 

Also available if requested is an Auction Guarantee Plan where 
for an additional small charge the appraisal we give is guaranteed as a 
minimum return. Any lower return is made good by us. This is in effect 
a sale at a known minimum figure with the advantage that any excess 
is to the benefit of the vendor after deduction of c!'mmission charge. 

There is one remaining alternative which is to take back the col­
lection and pay us a 21f2 % appraisal fee. This is refunded if you in­
struct us to sell the collection within one year. 

If you would like to read more about our Private Treaty/Auction 
and Guarantee Plans request the booklet "Modern Methods of Phila­
telic Selling." It is free . 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
TM International Stamp A.uoti<me61'a 

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 
(212) 757-4460 


