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Outstanding Specialized Collections of 

Austria, Czechosloval~ia 
and Hungary 
will be auctioned in February 

The very fine Austria and Lombardy-Venetia collection formed 

by the late Rudolf Langer of Rochester, N. Y., is richly provided 

with rare and striking cancellations on the 1850-1867 issues, with 

many on cover and on piece. 

The 19th century section of this handsome Austria collection 

includes scarce and rare types of the early issues, double prints, 

strips and pairs. There are imperfs and proofs of the Jubilee and 

Birthday sets. All of the popular modern sets and issues, including 

Dollfuss and WIPA, are present. 

The highly specialized Czechoslovakia collection (formed by a 

European collector) is remarkably complete - even to the great 

rarities (only one or two missing). Such a fine collection rarely 

reaches the market. 

The Hungary collection holds part perfs and imperfs of the 

early issues. It has a wonderful range of perforation, watermark 

and paper varieties, and many choice blocks. 

Write today for a catalog of this outstanding auction. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 FIFTII A VENUE, Comer of 46th Street 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

The Collectors Club Philatelist is published bi-monthly (Ja.n., Ma.r., Ma.y, July, Sept., Nov.) by the Collec­
tors Club, Inc., 22 Ea.st 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y. Second-class ma.II privileges authorized a.t New York, N. Y. 
Annual Subscription Rates: - $10.00; $7.50 for non-profit institutions. Free to a.II members. Indlvldua.l copies 
- $2.00 ea.ch. @ The Collectors Club, Inc. , 1963 
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WEILL 
OF NEW ORLEANS 

... SERIOUS 
BUYERS 

* 
We are 

interested in buying 
stamp collections whether 

valued at $100.00 
or $1 ,000,000.00 

We also do nationally 
recognized appraisals for 

estates and banks 
Roger G. Weill Raymond H. Weill 

Raymond H. WEILL Co. 
407 Royal Street 

New Orleans 16, La . 
JAckson 5-0022 

5¢ 1856 Strip of Three on Cover 
We paid $5,000.00 (catalogs $600.00) 
Henry Hill Sale 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions 

the improvement of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers ... Our more than 1,100 Members 

are pledged to serve you well. 

Vv e urge you to purchase your stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the l\'Iembers of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

116 Nassau Street A New York 38, N. Y. 
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All 1962 Minl{us Supplements Are Out! 
3-Ring Album Supplements 

U. S. Plate Blocks # 14 for Com-
memorat ives & Regular Issues .. .50 

U.S. Regular Issues Singles #9 .. .25 
U.S. Commemora t ive Singles # 13 .40 
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam #4 .... .60 
Canada #4 .... ............................ .25 
Europa # 2 .. ······················· ········-· - .50 
Ghana # 5 .... ................................. .50 
Ireland #4 ........ .......................... .20 
Israel # 5 for Si ngles & Tab Singles .50 

Israel # 5 for Tab Blocks . 75 
Israel #5 for Plate Blocks ... ......... .75 
Liechtenstein #2 ........... . ....... ... ....... .25 
Switzerland # 5 ................ ............... .40 
Un ited Nations # 7 for Singles .... .25 
Un ited Nations #5 for Impri nt 

Blocks ........ .......................... .. ........ . .60 
Vatican City #5 ....................... .40 
World Refugee # 3 .50 

2-Post Album Supplements 
All American # 12 ........................ .50 
Alba nia-Bulgaria # I ........ .60 
A ust ria # 4 ............................ .25 
Belgium # 3 . ............... .................... .50 
Brazi l # I ................ ................ .25 
British Africa #3 ..... .75 
British America # 4 ........................ .50 
British Asia I # 3 ........ .75 
British As ia 11 # 3 .............. ........... .50 
Bri t ish Europe # 4 ·······-···---·· .25 
Bri t ish Oceania # 3 -··-·-···-·-·-···-·--- . 75 
C hina #I -·····---··· ····-------·-·· .50 
Colombia # 3 ·-·-··-··-·--····-·-· ·····-·----··· .50 
Costa Rica-Nicarag ua # I .25 
C uba, Dominica n Rep. etc. #I ____ .60 
Czechoslovakia # 3 ........ ······-----··-·- .50 
Ecuador-Venezuela # I --·--···--·-·---·- .50 
France # 4 ........ ... .... ·-·-·-···-···· - .35 
Fre nch Community I # 2 ··-·--··--· -- · I .00 
French Communit y 11 # 2 I .00 
Germany #4 .................. .50 
Greece # 3 ·-·-··-············--·-·. .2 5 

Hungary #I ....... . 
Independent Africa # 2 -······· ··· ·-- ·-
Italy # 4 ........ -----·· ·----·--· _ 
Iraq- Lebanon, etc. # 2 ··---·-··-·-·-· ·-· 
Japan # 3 ·-·--·-· ······------·-··­
Luxembourg # 3 ----------------·---·--- ·· . 
Mexico # I ........ ···--·--····-·---
Monaco-Andorra # 2 -----·- ·-···--------
Net he rla nds # 3 ____ ···---····-· -
Pola nd # 2 --··-·····----····-·-··--·--
Po rtuga I & Colonies #2 ----··· ··- -- ---· ­
Roman ia # I ·········--·-····--------------·--·­
Russia # I --··-··· ······--·······-········-·-·-·­
San Marino #I ------·· .. ······--·-·--·-···· 
Sca ndinavia # 3 ........ ··········-·-··--······ 
Spain & Colonies #2 
Tunisia # 3 ....... ....... .... ··--·······-·-·---·-
Turkey # 2 . ·· -----··-··--····--· 
United A rab Republic # 2 ---····---- · 
U. N. Singles # 7 .... ··········----·----·-· · 
Yugoslavia # 2 ..... ····-·-··-·----··-·--· ·-·---

.50 
1.50 
.25 
.60 
.50 
.25 
.25 
.25 
.50 
.50 
.60 
.60 
.60 
.40 
.50 
.50 
.50 
.3 5 
.60 
.25 
.50 

Supreme and Master Global Album Supplement for 1962 ... 320 Pages ... $3.50 

AVAILABLE AT THE COLLECTORS STAMP A N D COIN D E PARTMENTS OF THE FOL -
LOWING FAMOU S STORE S, OR A T YOU R 

AKRON , OHIO-M . O ' N eil Co . 
ATLANTA. GA.- R ich 's 
BAL Tl MORE, MD.- Hutz ler ' s 
BEVERLY HILLS, CAL.-J . W. R ob i n son 
BOSTO N, MASS.-J ord a n M arsh 
CH EVY CHASE , M D.-W oodward &. L oth r op 
C INCINNATI , OHIO-Sh ill i to ' s 
CLEVELA N D, OHIO- H a lle B r others 
COLU M BUS. OHIO- L azaru s 
DE N VER , COLO .- M ay - D &. F Co. 
DETRO IT, MICH.- J . L . H udso n 
GA RDEN CITY, N .Y .- G im be ls Roosevelt F ld . 
HARTFORD, CONN .- G . F ox 
HOU STON , TEX.- F oley's 
LOS ANGELE S, CAL.- J . W . Robi n son 
LOUISVILLE, KY.- St ew art's 
MILWAUKEE, W I SC.-Gim be ls 
NEW ORLEANS, LA.-M aiso n Bl a n c h e 
N EW YORK , N . Y .-Gim b els 
OMAHA, NEB.-Bra ndeis 

FAVORITE DEALER. 

PANORAMA C ITY, C AL.- J . W . Robi n so n 
PARAMU S, N . J. - G im b el s 
PA SADENA, CAL.-J . W . R obi nson 
PHILADELPHIA, PA .-G im b els 
P HILADELPHIA, PA.- G im be ls Ch el tenh am 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.-G im be ls Gt . N ort h ea st 
PITTSBURGH , PA .- K aufma n n ' s 
PORTLAND , ORE .-M eier &. F ra n k 
PROVIDENCE, R . 1.- Th e Out let Co. 
RICHMOND, VA.-Th a lh imer ' s 
SA N ANTONIO , TEX.-J osk e's of T exas 
SAN DIEGO, CAL.-M ay Co. 
SAN FRANCI SCO, CALIF.-The E mpori u m 
SA N MATEO, CAL. - Th e E mpor ium- H i ll sd a le 
SEATTLE, WASH.-The B on M arc he 
ST. LOUIS, MO.- F amous B arr 
V A LLEY STREAM , N . Y .-G i mbel s 
WA SHINGTON , D . C .- W oodward &. L oth rop 
WE STCHE STER , N . Y .- G im be ls 
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POSTAGE ST AMP AUCTIONS 

HAMBURG DUSSELDORF 

(Germany) 

Rarities and special collections will be handled in the most effective 
manner through our auctions, which are known throughout the world. 

Our auction catalogues (circulation of I 0 ,000 copies per auction) are 

forwarded to the most important philatelists in all countries. 

Deliveries are accepted at any time. 

Auction commission 15%. 

A reserve price is fixed by mutual agreement. No difficulties with re­
gard to import or foreign exchange. Free payment to all countries in 
every requested currency. 

First class U. S. 
References and 
Bank References 

EDGAR 

Germany 
Reference : Commerz­
bank A.G., Hamburg 

MOHRMANN 
Licensed Auct ioneer 

Speersort 6, HAMBURG 1 / Germany 

Cables : EDMORO 
4 
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AUCTION SALE IN ZURICH 

1-6 APRIL 1963 

Break-up of important collections such as: 

Afghanistan - specialized Chile containing Airmails the large 

general collection of Dr. Humberto Cerruti Sao Paulo (includ­

ing all great rarities) 

as well as Old German States and Ex German Colonies, French 

& Portuguese Colonies, United States and a general air mail 

stamp collection (including all the scarce items) 

Rich illustrated catalogue containing some 6000 lots and 92 

photoplates (8 in original color reproductions) free of charge. 

CORINPHILA ZURICH 
(Bahnhofstrasse 102) 

Switzerland 
5 
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Editorials 

The Hammarskjold Misprints and Other Mistakes 
On e, who has read these editot·ial columns over the last fow ycat·s, no doubt 

perceives two basic ideas consistent ly discussed. One is a pl ea for th e proper 
understanding of philately and all t hat it offers. The second idea may be more 
nega tiYe than positi,·e. Th e r ecent popular trends in coll ecting stamps wer e 
decried. Those, \rho sa.'· th e)· "sa ,·e" stamps with mint plate m11nber bloeks. 
unacldrcsscd first <la)· eoYers and hoarding a foll sheet of: c,·cr~- new 1 . S. 
stamp, are not philatelists, and are not far different Jt·om people who bu)­
swcepstakc tickets . 

Philately, when fol lo\red with intelligence and enthusiasm , is a r cstl' ul 
pursuit that has offered pleasure to legions of people for gcncn1tions. Cer­
tainly, there is a commercial aspect to collecting postage stamps, but thi s is not 
always dominant and must not be OYerstressecl. 

Tn recent vears many started stamp coll cctin°· securi1w th eir material Crom 
only one sourc~ - the U~1itecl States Post Ofl'ices~ ' These ~eoplc coll ected with­
out purpose, understanding and not much enjoym ent. On e wonder ed why a 
ten-yea r old boy began at once with a mint bl oek o[ fo ur . ·w ord had come to 
him that blocks had a greater future value than a single cop,Y . Also man~- a 
youn gster sta ted time and again that he onl,\' C'O ll ccted rnitcd States stamps 
beca use they become the most valuable, far more than fo reign issues. 

The wheel began spinning and th e words "stamp collecting " became s)·n­
onymous " ·ith mone~-. It was said that th er e wc1·c f ifteen million in the United 
State alone sa,·ing stamps. ·what kind and what fod Whol esa le quantities 
of U.S. Commemol'atins to send th e kids through C'o ll egc, to build a l'etirement 
fund or to take cal'e of future n eeds. The popular newspapel'S and magazines 
wrote about this. These were purportedly artieles on philately by writers who 
knew nothing about stamp co ll ecti ng· and had ab. olutely no interest in it. 

If one saves stamps only for l'uture prol'it , then single co pies will not build 
much of a nest-egg. Blocks oE four should do better. But full sheets are t he 
best. It is obvious what happened . 

Of course, the United States P ost Office Depa rtment was delighted. It 
began taking in r eYenue that it had neYer anticipated. Not many )·ears ago, 
the stamp collector began to be seen as an important customer to the U.S. Post 
0 l'fice D epartment and so he i·ccei,·cd services that never before had existed. 

Soon stamp people were telling the department just what stamps were 
wanted and how the)' liked them. Ea ch new issue was eyed critica ll)· by the 
stamp sayers and theit· spokesmen. Some liked a design; others thought it was 
an artistic horror. But more and more began collecting mint " number bl ocks, .. 
and more money came into the Post Office Department's till s. 

Last Septembct· th e lead editorial in thi s magazin e urged a separation of 
philately and state. 'l'wo months later, after th e Dag Hammarskjold Memorial 
stamp was sold , the millions o[ stamp savers wished this had happened. 

"To err is human " and so the Postmaster General found out. Ile pro­
ceeded at once to rectify this b.v issuing the mistake in millions of cop ies. 

As a consequenrc, a round November Hi, 1962, philate l~r rece ived publi cit,,­
far beyond anything cYer seen. ]t made the front pages o( the ncw;; papcrs, 
aml the news programs on cvCl',\' radio and television station for sHcn1l da~· s. 
Also many popular weekly ma ga zin es wrote about the Hammarskjold el'l'Ol'. 
·what good did it do philatel~-? 

The American public r eceived a most distorted picture oE om· hobby. 
Never was it even hinted that probabl~- o\·er 50% of the philatelists in the 
8 



'J'HE COLLECT ORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 42, NO. 1 
T.;nitecl States seldom bought a stamp for their collections at the post office. 
P eople read and heard over the air about something that was like a lottery . 
Not once was philately pictured as a romantic and cultural pursuit that afforded 
thousands gTeat enjoyment and an opportunity to study and learn , to spend 
many pleasant hours with an intriguing hobby. 

Of course, the stamp savers and their spokesmen basked in this publicity, 
pstimating that perhaps many more million would start gambling with new 
United States stamps. But shortly thereafter it is sa id that perhaps the op­
posite has happened. 'fhe Postm aster General had " killed" philately. 

It is our belief that more stamp "finds" were and are being made b.\· 
philatelic students than by some fortunate person, not very well versed in 
philately, buying an error at the post office for face value. Th e hunt fol' a 
sC'arce paper variety, watermark, cover or unrecognized scarce stamp still goes 
on. The true philatelist is not just seeking new Post Office printing errors. 

Of course, the United States Post Office Department is not blameless, 
t>i ther. Phil a telists were told tim e and ugain that selling stamps to coll ec tors 
is not of primary concern to \Vashington, D. C. 'l'hc Postmaster General 
through his sta ff, \Yho spoke before stamp groups, told us that operating th e 
mail service was the first and foremost consideration of this department. 

This strikes many philatelist as a matter ol' " fish Ol' cut bait. " Certainl.\· 
our postul service is a tremendous task and it ca n stand much improvement. 
No one seems to disagree with this. 

But after a mistake was made in printing th e H amm arskjold stamp, the 
Postmaster General surely showed that his department ha tl a great interest in 
stamp collecting. 

J I' this mistake lwLl eome to the public- thl'ough some eonnirnn<·e on th e purt 
01· an employee in the Bureau of EngraYing and Printing 01· the Post Otfiec 
Department , then there was a valid reason to make this e1-ror arnilable to ever,Y 
('Ollector who wanted one. But we fail to see an~- eonnection with issuing aml 
selling stamps for a postal service and r eprinting millions ol' c1Tors on a stamp 
so that every child collector may have one. 

The Dag Hammarskjold stamp was a deserved tribute to a great human­
itarian, who gave his life in the cause of world peace. A new stamp with the 
co lors upside down does not pay this same homage to such a worthy p erson. 

Another factor puzzl ed those philatelists, who study the produetion and 
printing of stamps. Our government officials proudly told us the new Giori 
presses could print three, four or even five colors in one press run. No more 
errors like th e 1918 air mail inverted centers would occm. 

The Hammarskjold tamp, because of the selection of colors, had to be 
printed in two operations. \Vere not th e danger signs of this seen 1 Some 
philatelic students feel that our i1 ew multi-colored stamps should be printr>d 
in one operation on tl1c Giori presses and a selection o[ colors r equi1·ing a sl'Co nd 
press run should be avoided. 

Furthermore, with inC'reasetl posta l rates for 1963 requiring millions of 
new stamps and a heavy program o.f at least one speeial commemorative stamp 
a month , the staffs of the Bureau and the Post O.ffice Department were O\"l'l'­

burdened with work. In farch 1962, some of th e designers and engrnvcrs in 
the Bureau said at this Club that many new stamps are not an artistic suceess 
because sufficient time is not afforded to prepare a new stamp design. 

The Post Office Department staff has labored hard to serve stamp and 
th e first clay cover collectors with a small group of workers under constant 
pressure with a heavy annual new issue program. No sooner is one sta mp 
out than the U.S. P . 0. staff has to get busy with the next. Th ere is no pause. 
Under such conditions, it is surprising that more mistakes in printing dill not 
get out to the public. 
9 
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Yes, there can be a satisfactory ending to all this, if everyone will learn 
by past mistakes. There should be more separation of philately and state. 
The U. S. Post Office Department should concentrate on the improvement of 
the mail service, while stamp collectors and dealers should allow it to do this. 
As written before, the Post Office Department should issue any stamp it wishes 
and we can collect them or not. Stamp collectors have made our government 
officials far too conscious of philately. 

Also philately should try to stay away from glaring publicity and leave 
the front pages to international news, strikes, national politics and crime. 

The 1962 misprints are not as easy to discern as an inverted center. 
Many, who examined this Hammarskjold error for the first time, had to have 
the inverted colors pointed out to them. The misprints need too much ex­
plaining. Even if large additional printings had not been ordered by the 
Postmaster General, it is very doubtful if the Hammarskjold misprints ever 
would turn out to be a 1918 air mail inverted center or even the Canadian St. 
Lawrence Seaway inverted centers of 1959. 

Assuming that the Postmaster General had not reprinted the Hammarskjold 
elTor, how many real philatelists would have wanted a copy out of the few 
hundred found? The supply very possibly could have outstripped the demand. 
There are many top United States stamp collections without the air mail in­
verted center and also many of the better Canadian collections lack the 1959 
St. Lawrence Seaway error. 

This is no plea to "turn back the clock." It is hoped, howeYer, that the 
great majority of people turning· to philately will do so with intelligence and 
understanding rather than just accumulate new U.S. mint stamps, put them 
away for a future profit that never will come. In fact, the philatelist has been 
trying to tell the "stamp savers" that their sheets of new U.S. issues will have 
to be liquidated at a loss. 

But in the end, the healthiest situation would arise if philately could create 
a public image that accented its cultural rather than its economic value. This 
is the actual condition of philately. But because of all this glaring publicity 
the public is told that collecting stamps is almost like a lottery. Postage stamps 
have a g-reat fascination and romance. They arc nothing like sweepstake 
tickets. This is why they have appealed to generations of collecto1·s. Let us 
try to get this across. 

Philatelic Missiles 
In this age of missiles, celestial satellites, sputniks and rockets, a iiarabolc 

comes to mind. A missile starts off in a most spectacular manner, receives much 
publicity while in orbit around the world but then dies out in <l short time. 

Those, who have been active in philately for a number of years, well re­
member people, who burst upon the philatelic scene just as a missile, received 
much notice while active in stamp collecting but suddenly were seen or heard 
from no more. 

The names of at least one hundred "philatelic missiles" could be cited 
over the past twenty years. They wrote articles for practically every stamp 
paper and many philatelic journals. They were active in stamp organizations 
and stamp shows. They spoke at a number of stamp clubs all over the country. 
But suddenly, as far as further philatelic activity is concerned, they died. 

Many ask: '' ·what ever became of .... ~ He used to be all over the place. 
Nearly every week I read some article by him or bumped into him at some stamp 
exhibit. Now it's been over five years since I've laid eyes upon him. I never 
see his nam~ anymore and I hear that he's 1·esigned from every stamp club." 

Yes, just another philatelic missile! 
10 
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New Editorial Board Appointments 
This magazine suffered a very severe loss through the death of Edwin 

Mueller early in October 1962. Not only for his profound writings on Euro­
pean Classic stamps, but also for his wide philatelic knowledge, which frequentl y 
was available to the editor, Edwin Mueller cannot be replaced. 

But the advice and assistance of an experienced philatelist is Yer.r im­
portant to the contents of this magazine. 'l'he COLLECTORS CLUB PI-IILA'l'ELTS'L' 

is proud of its reputation. To see that the high quality of scholarship con­
tinues, the editor is pleased to announce the appointment of E zra D. Cole, a 
professional philatelist for many years, to the Editorial Board. 

Solomon Altrnann, who assists with proofreading, also is appointed to the 
Editorial Board. 

Singing Commercial 
There was an unconfirmed rumor going around New York City stamp 

<:i l'cles last November that the Postmaster General of the United States had 
offered one million dollars for that old toothpaste commercial: ''I wonder 
where the yellow went." 

Obituary 
Henry Edward Abt 

The editor sadly notes the end of his 41-year close friendsh ip with H enru 
Edward Abt, who died at the age of 58 while on a business trip in Minneapolis, 
l\linn. on November 29, 1962. 

In the opinion of the editor, Henry Abt was about the most talented his­
torical student that has ever written on the early United States Private Posts 
and Independent Mail Services. The depth of his knowledge was not com­
pletely known, because he could not give all the time he wished to philately due 
to his business responsibi lities as the President of the Brand Names Founda­
tion, New York, N. Y. As a matter of fact, it is remarkable that he had written 
us much as he did under the circumstances. 

Henry Abt also was a gifted public speaker. Many here remarked alter 
J1 cari.ng of his death that the meetings on U. S. Local stamps by him were prob­
ably the best lectures and exhibits seen in this club during the past decade. 

As for his writings, Henry Abt had two gTeat gifts, which very few other 
philatelists possess. He had a fine literary style and a training for historical 
researcl1. No doubt because of his consuming interest in the historical side o [ 
philately, he did uot give the sa me <Lttention to the printing and Jlroduction o[ 
stamps. Furthermore, he had no commercial interest whatsoever in any stamv 
or cover. Consequently, not one word was ever written by him to influence 
the sale of an item he possessed or wished to own. 

The series of the Boyd (New York City) Post that ran in this magazine 
in 1949 and 1950 is concrete evidence of the great talents of H enry Abt. It is 
a shame that this was never completed. But anyone reading this study of the 
Boyd Post must recognize both the depth of historical research as well as the 
fine style of writing. 

Since the written word lives, the editor wishes that Henry Edward Abt 
with his rare combination of talents - a fluent writer and an excellent student 
of history - could have had the time to do more for philately. 

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, The Collectors Club, 
22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y . 
11 
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~~~PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS==~· 

Published Under The Auspices Of The 

Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

No. 1 UNITED STATES. 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages ••• 9 Illus .••• $1.00 

No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 
By Louis Stich 84 pages .•• 20 Illus .••• $2.00 

No. 3 VENEZUELA, THE EARLY ST AMPS 
By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages ..• 225 Illus ..•. $3.95 

No. 5 UNITED STATES. R. F. OVERPRINTS ON AIR MAIL 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages .•• 75 Illus .••• $2.00 

No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 
By Edwin Mueller 200 pages ..• 800 Illus .••. $12.50 

No. 1 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages •.. 530 Illus .••• $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages •.• 24 Plates .•• $25.00 

No. 9 CUMULATIVE INDEX, COLLEl.:TORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
VOLS. 1-39 Incl. (1922-60) $2.00. VOLS. 30-39 ONLY (1951-60) $1.00 

No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages ... 88 Illus .... $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ••• 82 Illus .••• $2.00 

No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS A D THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Antrim 251 pages ... 176 Illus .... $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. lJ HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving I. Green 32 pages •.• 14 Illus ..•• $1.00 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF EPAL 
By H. D.S. Haverbeck 128 pages ... 59 Illus .... $5.00 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 
By M. C. Nathan &. W. S. Boggs 105 pages ... 102 Illus .... $5.00 

·~=THE COLLECTORS CLUB=~ 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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United States 
The 1851-57 Twelve Cent Stamp 

By Mortimer L. Neinken 

Despite exhaustiYe studies and r esear ch published on the United States 
stamps, rspecially th e earlier issues, more information continually becomes 
arnilable. Of course, th e past students laid the groundwork and foundations. 
Oth ers han carried on from there. Yet the end never seems in sight. Thus, 
110 1·csea r ch work, no matter how grea t , ca n be considered to be the last word . 
Th e twcln cent 1851-1857 is no exception. 

Reconstruction Of Plate One Finally Done 

This new writing makes available for the first time the complete recon­
struction of the first plate of this denomination. Perhaps in the not too dis­
tn nt future , oth ers ma? be abl e to reconstruct th e second plate (Plate 3). 

1 n 1926, a brochure titled "Notes on the Twel vc Cents lS!'il -1857 United 
States Adhesive, ' ' by IA. Col. ,J. K. Trncy and Stanley B. Ashbrook was pub­
lished. 'l'h e knowledge in this book stands. It needs 0111~· to be brought up to 
date. Therefor e, substantial parts of this 1926 bookl et al'e herein r eprinted 
rnrbatim, except for some corrections and additions resulting from later research. 
Wh ere excerpts from the Tracy-A shbrook book are bein g used, th ey have been 
reprinted in diffe rent t~·p e so that the r eader can eas ily identi fy what is new 
or old resear ch. 

Dia gr ams have been added to this present writing for the two hundred 
different positions on the plates (Figs. 9 to 42) and also a special section show-

-.. -)!. . ,, . .. 
-.,, 

4". 
' J -· . -
~ ,, ' .. ·Iv • --;"" 

Fig . I. Position 51 LI (From the Earl Oakl ey collection). 
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ing enlarged drawings with the guide dots (Fig . 43 to 54). Before Mr. 
Ashbrook 's death in 1958, he had prepared plating drawings for most of the 
two hundred positions. These r ecently have come into the possession of the 
author , who had been fortunate enough to r econstruct all of th e missing posi­
t ions, and, therefore, had the opportunity to complete the r econstruction that 
Ashbrook was unable to finish. 'l'he author is very grateful to the Scott Stamp 
and Coin Co., New York, N. Y ., publisher of the Tracy-Ashbrook brochure for 
their gracious permission to include this material in this article. 

Since the author has made a littl e progress in th e reconstruction of Plate 3, 
ancl in order to include as much information as is presently aYailabl e, th e 
portion of the Tracy-Ashbrook brochure dealing with Plate 3 is herein repro­
duced in its entirety with only a few very minor changes and some new 
illustrations. 

The United States Twelve Cent Stamp of 1851-1857 

The Reconstruct ion of Plate 1 

"On June 30th, 1851 , th e Sc and 10c 1847 became obsolet e, and on the following day, 
July 1, 185 1, the P os t Office Deparment placed on sale a new issue of postage stamps, 
consisting of the fo ll ow ing denominations: 

One Cent 
Three Cent 

Twelve Cent 

These new denominations w ere placed in use to conform to th e new postage rates 
effect ive on that date. The new s tam ps w ere manufactured by T oppan, Carpenter, 
Cas ilear & Co., a promin ent firm of Bank Note Engravers of that period. 

W e do not propose to g ive a complete history of the Twelve Cent stamps, but rather 
to present some note s regarding the make-up of the plates, and to g ive th ose interest ed 
in our Early I ss ue s the bene fit of th e most recent results of our studies. 

V ery little has bee n written rega rding this particular stamp in the past, with the 
possible excep tion of an exce llent article by Mr. Elliott Perry, which appeared several 
years ago. (Me keel's Weekly Stamp News, June 12, 19, 1920) .* 

Some very striking differences exist in the 12 Cent stamps, and the ultra-spec ialist 
could very easily find an excuse to sub- divide them into different classes, or types, but 
we feel sure the differences, while very inte res ting, are not great enough t o li st sep­
arately. 

Mr. Luff, in his exce ll en t book on U.S. Stamps,** sta t es that there were probably 
three plates used fo r the 12c value, inasm uch as Pla tes 1 and 3 were kn own to exist. 
\Ve do not know whether Mr. Luff referred t o the actual plate numb ers or not. We have 
seen an Imprint bearing th e number "3," but have never been able to turn up any im­
prints fr om the Twelve Cent plates bearing th e numbers "l" or "2." 

Mr. l).uff states that certain stam ps exist both imperforate and perforate, which he 
suspect s come from a Plate 2. It is possible copies fr om a third plate exist, but if th ey 
do, th ey are so scarce we have never run across any. The only evidence we have that 
a third plate was used is th e fact that th e la st plate mad e and used bore the imprint 
numb er 3. 

All stamps issued from 1851 to 1860, so far as we kn ow, come fr om one plate and 
one plate only. Every 12c imperforate stamp, "regularly iss ued" comes fr om thi s "Early" 

*Also, United States, l 857 -1860 I ssue hy Elliott Perry - a booklet p ublished by 8c\'ern, 
\Vylie, J ewett Co. 

**The Postage Stamps of the United States by John A. Lu ff. 
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\ 

Fig . 2 

plat e, and by "regularly issued" we refer to stamps and not the imperforate proofs of 
1860, reference to which will be made later. 

We do not know if the "Early" Plate bore a number, though we do know it had an 
Imprint, which was of the same type used on the le and 3c plates of that same period. 
(See Fig. 1). 

This "Early" 12 ce nt Plate was in use from July 1, 1851, until Plate 3 was made; and 
as far as we know, it prod uced a ll the known imperforates and a great percentage of 
the perforates. 

Plate 3 was evide ntly made late in 1859, or very early in 1860, and it was in u se until 
t he Toppan Carpe nt er & Co. con tract expired on July 1, 1861. 

Certain so-called "unu sed imperforates," which come from Plate 3, are known, and 
these items exist in pairs and single copies, but so far as we know, no gen uinely can­
ce lled copies exist, and we are confident that such imperforates are nothing more than 
sample copies from an Imperforate trial color sheet, submitted by Toppan Carpenter & 
Co. to the Post Office Department, and as such have no more legitimate claim than th e 
''trial color imperforated 24 cent, 30 cent, and 90 cent" of the same, 1860, issue. They 
deserve no recognition, because there exists no proof whatever that the Department 
issued any imperforates in 1860 for postal u se. 

Jn th e Steinmetz pamph let publi shed in 1912 was a le tter from Toppan Carpenter & 
Co. to the Third Asst. Postmaster General, which read in part as fo llows: 

" 'Vile have th e honor of submitting inclosed part of a proof sheet of th e new Thirty 
Ce nt s Stamp. \ Ve inclose a lso an impression (half sh eet ) of the Twelve Cents plate 
that the Postmaster Gene ra l may contrast the two and decide upon the propriety of 
printing the Thirty Cents in black." 

"The unu sed 12 ce nt Imperforates "without g um" that are know to exist most 
likely come from the above-mentioned sample half sheet, as Plate 3 was the 12 cent 
Plate then in use, as it was new at that time.* 

See F igure 2 illustrating one of these "proof pairs." 
Some of the ea rly three ce nt (185 1) plat es had no plate numbers when they were 

first used, numb ers being added to the Imprints when additional three ce nt plates were 

*See Stamp Specialist Vol. 3 page 355, Titled "12c, 24c, 30c and 90c Impcrforates" by 
St:rnley B. Ashbrook. 
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made, and so it is probab le that th e "Early" twelve cent plate had no number when 
orig inally made and perhaps none was added until a second plate was put in use. This 
would account fo r the fact th at whi le imprints from thi s plate are kn own, no actual 
number ' l ' has been seen so far as the writers know. 

\l\lhile it is not probable that the plate we know as th e fir st plate may have been 
numbered "No. 2," st ill it is possible, but we will go on th e theory th a t this plate which 
we kn ow as th e "Early Plate" was in fact th e first plate made , and hence was plate 
number 1. At any rate, for the sake of convenie nce, we will call this "Early Plate" 
>Jo. I , a nd will hence fort h refer to it as that number. 

~fr. L uff in hi s book reproduced a le tt er from S. l r. Carpe nt er of th e firm of Toppan 
Ca rpenter & Company, and dat ed April 2, 1863. The letter was addressed t o th e Com­
missioner of Internal Reven ue, and contain ed the fo llowing: 

"In 185 7 ... it became necessary for u s t o make 3 new plates of 1 cent, 6 plates 
of 3c, 1 plate o f Sc, 1 plate of lOc, 1 plate of 12c, e tc." 

Mi-. Carpente1· closed thi s letter with th e fo ll owing remarks: 

" I have g iven the above facts not only from my ow n recollection of them, but 
fr om the contract with th e P. 0. Departmen t which is before me." 

We therefore assume Mr. Carpe nter knew what he was writing about, and that a 
new 12c Plate was made in 1857. If so, then it was not the P la t e we call Plate One, 
and there is littl e chance that it was Plate 3; (because, as stated, the Imprint was of 
th e 1860 type) consequently it must have been Plate No. 2. If three plates were actually 
made and only two used, then something evidently happened to th e unused plate to 
render 'it un fit for use. 

It is probab le that such a plate was made and used only a very short tim e, and that 
material from such is so scarce, that th e exam inati on by Col. Tracy of over 4,000 copies 
failed to reveal a single pecimen. If three plates were made, a nd one became damaged 
and un fit for use, th e Post Offic Department eviden tly paid for such a plate; hence, the 
last plate made was give n the number 3." 

"\?\le hope th ese notes may result in bringing t o light a n imperforate 12c stamp, 
showing the Imprint with plate number. If a ny one has such an item, will they be so 
kind as to advise either of the writers?" 

In the "U.S. 1851-60 Chronicle, Issue No. 40," Mr. Earl Oakley apparently 
has shown that the first twelve cent plate had no number. H e illustrated a 
full margin copy from the left pane showing part of the imprint (Figure 1 ). 
As previously written, plates were made, prior to July 1, 1851, for three de­
nominations, viz. the one cent, three cent and twelve cent. It would seem that 
all of the three cent plates and the twelve cent plate have an imprint but no 
plate number. The one cent plate had neither an imprint nor a number. Plate 
numbers were added on the three cent plates late in 1851 or early in 1 52. An 
imprint and plate number 1 were added on the one cent plate ear ly in 18!)2 
when this was r ecut and reconditioned. Invariably, the letters "No." and the 
number appear directly under the "EI" of th e word ENGRAVERS in the 
imprint. On the fi rst twelve cent plate, there is no indication whatsoever that 
any attempt was made to add a number. Figure 2A is an illustra tion of the 
imprint and plate number on the one cent plate. 

-----··~--·· ..... , .... - llGft f"(;ft W' .......... _" ........... ... 
X'!I 

Fig . 2A 
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Fig. 28 

This author has examined hundreds of imperfonited stamps and ever~· cop~· 
J"itted into Plate 1. Therefore, it can be definitely stated that all imperforates 
sent to the post offices for sale were from Plate 1. 'l'he r econstruction of 
Plate 3 has not been completed. But evidence indicates that the perforated 
stamps, which were sent to the post offices, came only from Plates 1 and 3. 
l•'uture studies should prove conclusively that no imperforated ot· perforated 
stamp.· from Plate 2 were issued to the post offices. It is donbtfnl that such 
a plate was ever placed in production. 

A possible parallel may perhaps be cited in th e plates of th e One Cent stamps of 
th e same issue . Material from the One Cent Plate 3 is so very scarce that the existence 
of such a plate for years was unknown. Recent exhaustive study show s that this Plate 
developed a mass of small cracks, which no doubt rend ered it unfit for u se after a very 
short period. 

W e do not kn ow exac tly when th e One Cent Plate 3 was made, but it was some 
time between May, 1856, and March of 1857, so it is possible tha t thi s plate might have 
been made about th e same time as the my sterious Twelve Cent Pla te 2, and th e defec t 
in the fo rm er might have exis ted in the latter. 

Mr. Perry stated in hi s a rticle that in the period 1851 to 1861 th e numb er of 12 cent 
s tamps used probably did not exceed eight million, and that one plate, barring accident s 
should be able to produce ten million stamps; hence two plates w ere m ore than sufficient 
and there exist ed no need for a third plate. Thi s argument is sound and helps to con­
firm our the ory that three plates were actually mad e, but only tw o were used, due to a 
se rious damage to one of th e three. 

The varieties, developed in th e study of the One Cent, Three Ce nt, and Ten Cent 
of th e 1851-1857 I ssues, led Col. Tracy to believe that possibly varieties existed in th e 
Twelve Ce nt stamps, and while hi s work is still far from complete, it ha s advanced suf­
ficiently to prove that thi s value is quite an interes ting subj ec t fo r specialism. 

Somewhat similar to other values of this iss ue the varieties which exist in th e twelve 
ce nt stamps result from an attempt to improve th e designs by the process of r ecutting 
on the plates. 

The existence of specimens with "extra side lines" has been noted in various articles 
for some years past, but no mention has heretofore been made of th e fact that consider­
able r ecutting was also done on th e des ig ns of th e stam ps, and Col. Tracy deserves th e 
sole credit for thi s interesting di scovery. 

Plates 1 and 3 are in many respec t s very much a like. In ge neral, the distinctions 
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are as follows: The hori zontal distance between th e desig ns on Plate 1 are Yz to 1 % 
millimeters (MM), while on Plate 3 it is from l y,( t o 2Ys MM. The outer frame line on 
Plate 1 copies is always complete, except possibly for very slight breaks at the corners, 
which are never over Y.l MM in length and generally less, whereas, Plate 3 copies always 
show th e outer frame line broken at some corn er and ge nerally at the sides, t op or 
bottom. Copies may al so show an entire side frame line mi ssing. The g reat maj ority 
of Plate 1 copies are sharp and cl ear, whereas, the majority of Plate 3 copies appear 
dull or blurred. 

A few Plate 3 positions show practically complete outsi<le framelines, but 
no evidence of r ecutting exists, except possibly on the outer top framelin c. 
These can be definitely assigned to Plate 3 because of the position of the guide 
dots on the stamps. On plate 1, the guide dots appear under the lower right 
rosette close to the bottom outer frameline of the design. (See Figures 43 to 54). 
On Plate 3, the dots are much smaller , generally round, and are located between 
the lowest part of the outer and inner right framelincs; or outside, to the right 
of the outer right framelinc . (Figure 2B ) . The only Plate 3 positions without 
guide dots arc the right margin copies in the right pane, an<l possibly some 
from the top row, but none have complete outer framelines. 

In comm on with all th e Toppan Carpen te r plates, the Twelve Ce nt plates were made 
up of two panes of 100 ( lOxlO) side by side, a nd separated by a single center lin e. The 
imprint s w ere to the right of th e fo llowing posi tions in the right panes, 40R, SOR. 60R 
and 70R, and to the left of the fo ll owing positions in the left panes, 31L, 41L, SIL and 61L. 

All of the varieties r esulting from a recutting of the designs come from Plate 1, 
· and all of th e rccutting res ulting into th e "double line varieties" come fr om Plate .3. 

PLATE ONE 

Plate 1 was evide ntl y made at the same time the first Three Ccnl Plates and Plate I 
of the One Cent were made, and while a three relief roller was used to rock in these 
plates, we have every reason to believe a one r elief roll was used on the two Twelve 
Cent Plates; in fact, in no r espect can we find any evidence of other than a One Reli ef 
Roller. The horizontal spac ing of th e designs on Plate 1 is so constantly irregular and 
withou_t uniformity that it appears practically imposs ible to figure the use of oth er than 
a one relief Transfer R oll. 

Referring to the use of a one Relief R oll, Mr. P erry in his notes, suggested the theory 
that the 12 cent plate might have been the first plate made by Toppan Carpenter for 
this is sue, and that findin g it took so much time t o rock in 200 des igns, th ey afterwards 
adopted the use of a multiple Relief Roll. While thi s theory may be poss ible, we cannot 
imagine any reason to have induced the E ngravers to make a plate of twelve cent de­
nominations first, when th ere was urgent need of several plates of the three cent value. 

Another thing which confirms th e use of a One R eli ef Roller is the fact that position 
<lots are found in most of th e positions in each of the ten horizon tal rows. The arrange­
ment of the se dots on th e plate is as fo llows: They are situated in or very near the 
lower right corner of each des ign in all the rows on the plate except the top and bottom 
rows, and th e following position, 20L 30L 40L 50L 60L 70L 77L 80L 90L 20R 30R 40R 
49R SOR 60R 70R 80R and 90R.* 

Top row positions show one, two or three clots in the margin just above th e upper 
right and left corners of th e design. S uch dots are gene ra lly a bout Yz millimeter above 
the right and left corners, and a bit from th e edge of each design. The clots in the body 
of the plate are very irregula r and are in all shapes and sizes. 

*It is possible that P osition 19R has no guide dot. l£ so, it is so small that it is difficult 
lo see even under magnification (see Figure 29) . 
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Fig . 4. H orizo ntal pair, positions 89-90L I. 

Fig. 3. Positions I and 11 RI in vertical pair. 

::\Iarginal copies with large sheet margins are very scarce. 'l'herefore, this 
causes the difficulty in diagramming all of the guide dots in the left and right 
sheet margins ot the panes. l\'Iost of these are shown in Figures 10 to 41. In 
all probability, in the left pane all of the positions from llL to SIL have a 
guide dot about 3 millimeters to the Jert of the stamp and opposite the bottom 
o[ the Jower rosette. Position 9IL had no marginal guide dot. 

ln the right margin of the left pane, a guide dot appears over and to the 
right oC position lOL almost touching the centerline and a simi lar one appears 
adjacent to the bottom of the right rosette on position lOOL. In the left margin 
of the right pane, there is a guide dot almost touching the centerl ine slightly 
a boYe the top line of position IR. The plating diagrams also show guide clots 
near the centerline, located about 3 millimeters to the right of positions 11, 2I, 
3I, GI, 71 and SIR. These dots are adjacent to the lower part of the right 
rosette. Undoubted ly, there are similar clots opposite positions 4I and 5IR. 
Careful examination of many copies reYcals no guide clots in the right sheet 
margin. 

The center line dividing the two vanes measures 3Y-iMM from the left pane and 
~}i( MM from the right pane. lt is a heavy, unbroken line, running from the top to the 
bottom of the plate. (See Figures 3 and 4) . 

The Imprint of Plate 1 is of the first variety used by the Engravers, and is the 
same as found on their other plates made from 185 1 to 1860. 

vVhile we have never seen the complete imprint, we have every reason to believe it 
reads as follows: 

"Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co., Bank Note Engravers, Phil., Tew York, 
Boston & Cincinnati." 

The tops of the letters are toward the sides of the designs in each pane and measure 
as fo llows: The capitals are l y,( MM and the small letters 2Y, MM from the designs in 
the right pane. The capitals are 2 MM and the small letters 2Vs MM from the designs 
in the left pane." 
19 
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Plate 1 copies showing a portion of the imprint ar e extremely scarce, the 
author's combined record of the known eight specimens is as follows: 

Left Pane 

Right Pane 

Im perforate 
a single copy position 51L 
a pair, position 51L, 52L 
a strip of eight, positions 63R to 70R 

Perforated 
Left P an e - 2 singles position 51L 

a pair on cover positions 41-42I_J 
Right P ane - a sin gle position 50R 

a pair, positions 59-60R 

The ver tica l spacing of the designs of each pane is fa irly constant, and generally 
measure s about ?i MM. The horizontal spacing between designs varies from Yz MM to 
~ MM, in the left pane, and from 9-i to l1/s MM in th e right pane. 

The vertical a lignm en t is very regular, but in the horizontal arangement, a difference 
in level of from 1- 16 to Y.J MM is generally found. 

Figure 5 is an actual size drawing showing the approximate spacing and 
nlignment of Plate 1. Inasmuch as transfers were made from a single relief 
roll, th ere is both a vertical and horizontal variation in spacing from row to 
row. The actual results cannot be illustr ated. Thus, Fig. 5 can serve only 
as a guide to how the spacing appears. 

(To Be Continued) 
Letters To The Editor 
Help Wanted 

My son, age 10, Grade 4, was recently given a "News Explorer Diagnostic 
Test'' at his school. 

One of the sessions dealt with collecting stamps, and a series of four 
''choose A, B, C or D '' statements followed. The third of the series comprised 
the following: 

3. Stamp collecting can teach about 
A . Geography C. 
B. Football D . 

Earning a living 
Letter-writing 

My son, exercising the keen intuition of a 10-year old whose basic necessities 
come from a fa ther who is a commercial philatelist, r eplied with 

C. Earning a living 

He was astounded to find that his teacher marked his r eply as incorrect. 
He has asked me, as his father and a fully paid-up member of the Collectors 
Club, to request the Club to place its complete facilities, both philatelic and 
legal, at his disposal to insure that his •gross error be r ectified without delay. 

'I'he boy awaits with keen interest an early r eply. 

B ernard D. Harmer 
New York, N. Y. 
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Afghanistan 

Its T w entieth Century Postal · Issues - Part 8 

By Frank E. Patterson Ill 

( Co11ti11 11ed From Vol. 41, /'age 304) 

CHAPTER VI 
The Parcel Post Issues 

Organized parcel post service was inaugurated during the r eign of Amir 
Abdur Rahman Khan in the latter part of the 19th century, but no special 
stamps were provided until 1909. The service was probably not too popular 
because it was both expensive and slow. Bulk mail was transported by pack 
train , moving only when and as sufficient quanti ties had been collected to 
justify the effort, , The rates in effect in 1909 were very high and amounted to 
almost 50c gold per pound carried. The rate scale appears to haYe been on a 
weight-only r ather than a weight-distance basis and the writer has no informa­
tion as to its application. Fixed weight charges would certainl y net have been 
either equitable or profitable over th e long internal mail routes. It is suggested 
that the scheduled rates only paid the postage between the nearest major cities 
and / or to the British India frontier. 

The parcel post r ates were cut in half about 1920 but the fixed weight 
system continued in practice until the mid-Twenties. Interrupted by the 1929 
civil war, the service was slow in r ecovering and r emained local in scope for 
several years. The P U report of June, 1937, noted that " international parcel 
post service was still in preparation. ' ' It was reactivated shortly thereafter 
but foreign mailings were only acceptable by the main post offices at Kabul, 
Jalalabad and Quandahar . Th e parcel post system is now comparable to that 
of other nations. 

1909 Definitive Issiie 

The first series of parcel post stamps consisted of four stamps of similar 
pattern in large format. The star-rayed National Seal occupies the upper half 
of each design and two inscribed panels are underneath. Both the panel shapes 
and the general frame detail s vary. The name of the country does not appear 
on the stamps and this may be arcepted as an indication of their limited internal 
use. The lower panel on each uniformly r eads " Tiket parsul" (par cel stamp ). 
The upper panel specifics the postal fee and parcel weight limit, and differ s for 
each of the four denominations as follows: 

"Nim khurd seh shahi " (half khurd, three shahi) 
" Yek khurd yek q'ran" (one khurd, one q 'ran ) 
"Nim pao yek rupiyah Kabuli " (half pound, one K abuli rupee) 
"Yek pao doh rupiyah Ka buli " (one pound, two Kabuli rupees). 

All four were issued in sheets of 25 ( 5x5), typogra phed on medium hard 
off-white diamond-mesh wove paper having the doubl e-lined HOW ARD & 
JONES LONDO makers' watermark and perforated 11%. Late printings 
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are found on a soft whiter fine-line pseudo-laid wove paper. The gum, thin and 
colorless, was hand-applied. For reasons unknown, the two lower values were 
issued in imperforate condition on at least one occasion. However, the majority 
of the imperforates now on the market are ungummed and are probably unfin­
ished remainders found in a lot of obsolete stamp stock that "leaked" from the 
Kabul Post Office early in 1928. (PJI 3/ 28 & 5/ 28) 

'I'he first three denominations, including the orange rupee, were probably 
issued in January, along with the regular postage series. The 2 rupee value 
Jid not appear until several months afterwards. (EWS 6/ 4/ 10) The date of 
issue of the olive gray rupee is unknown. This stamp was not reported for some 
l"ifteen years, when used copies were first noted by the philatelic press in 1927. 
(PJI 12/ 27 ) Quantities of mint sheets of this variety, both perforate and im­
perforate, were found the next year in the old postal stock mentioned above. 
(Si\'IJ 3/ 28) 

By way of explanation of these seemingly unrelated facts, the writer sug­
gests that the original intention may have been to issue the entire set in shades 
of olive and that the first three values were so prepared. However, prior to 
being released, it probably became apparent that con:Cusion between the denomi­
nations would occur because of design similarity, color monotony and the lack of 
identifying numerals. The decision would then have been taken to use definitive 
colors for the rupee values and a new printing was made of the 1 rupee in 
the issued deep orange. Undoubtedly, sheets of the original olive gray rupee 
later became mixed with those of the 1 q 'ran and were used, without being 
recognized, before the series was withdrawn. This theory would also explain 
the delay in issuing the 2 rupee stamp, as well as the gradual color changes in 
the two lower values that tended toward making them more easily identified. 

860 

861 

862 

863 
864 

Fig. 153 

l<'ig. 154 

Fig. 155 

Fig. 155 
Fig. 156 

3 shahi light olive brown 
a olive bistre 
a imperf pair 
c horiz pair imperf btwn (PJGB 10/ 29) 

1 q 'ran dull gray olive 
a yellow olive 
b imperf pair 

1 rupee dull olive gray 
a imperf pair 

1 rupee orange 
2 rupee red 

a vermilion 

Figs. 153 -1 54- 155-1 56 
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1911-12 (?) Color Modifications 

Gradual changes in the basic colors of the two lower denominations of the 
current series, whether intentional or otherwise, resulted in distinctive colon; 
quite different from those of the initial printings. Sheet format, paper and 
perforation remained the same. 

865 Fig. 158 3 shahi buff 
866 Fig. 154 1 q'ran dark drab gray 

1916 Definitiv e Issne 

In late October, along with the regular postage series, the parcel post stamps 
were issued in changed colors. They were typographed from the same plates 
on medium off-white wove, dense white wove and on medium fine-line pseudo­
laicl wove papers with a perforation of 113,4. It is possible that some values mny 
exist on the "Howard & Jones" watermarked wove pnper. 

867 Fig. 153 3 shahi green 
868 Fig. 154 1 q'ran pale reel 
869 Fig. 155 1 rupee light brown orange 
870 Fig. 156 2 rupee clear blue 

a gray blue 
b vert pair imperf btwn (SGC) 
c horiz pair imperf btwn (PJI 6/ 27 ) 

1918-19 Color R e-issiws 

By late 1918, cumulative wartime shortages of printing inks were causing 
difficulties in the maintenance of color standards. Gradual or abrupt substi­
tutions resulted in color variants in the late printings distinctive enough to be 
considered as major varieties, although such was not officially intended. No 
precise elates of issue can be given. 

The stamps were typographecl on medium fine-line pseudo-laid wove and 
on various other white and toned wove papers, with sheet size and perforation 
as before. 

871 
872 
873 

Fig. 153 
Fig. 154 
Fig. 155 

3 shahi bright emerald green 
1 q 'ran rose red 
1 rupee deep brovm 

1921 Definitive "Habibia" Issne 

To complement the initial regular series of Amir Amanullah Khan, a new 
parcel post set was prepared and placed in use about April. The set was the 
first pictorial issue of Afghanistan and consisted of four denominations. The 
design is the same for all and probably was drawn by Ghulam Moh'd Khan. 
The subject depicted, within a wide shoulder-cornered frame, is the original 
Habibia College located in Shahr-e-rah, a western suburb of Kabul. This main 
building, formerly a royal palace, also contained the offices of the Education 
Ministry. Used as a strong point by the insurgent Saqao forces when attacking 
Kabul in December, 1928, the structure was set on fire by the loyalist artillery 
and only the octagonal brick tower portion now remains. In the lower left 
foreground of the design is an irregular blank area. The import of this is un­
known but was probably a last minute erasure by the engraver of some unwanted 
detail since the shape varies on each cliche. 

Appearing in the bottom panel is the inscription "Posteh claolat aleyah 
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mustaqilat Afghanistan" (P ostage of the supr eme government of independent 
Afghanistan ) . The appropriate value is written in Farsi and P ashtou in the 
lower· left and right corn ers respeeti\•cly . 'fhe legend at the top center r epea ts 
the denomination and spcci fies the permitted pa reel \reight limi t. It differs 
for each value as follows : 

" P arsul nim khunl dah paisa ., (ha IC kltur<l pm·ccl, ten pa isa ) 
' ·P arsul .'-ek khunl pawnzdah paisa" (one khnrd parcel, fifteen paisa ) 
" P arsul nim pao sec paisa" (half' pound parcel , thirty paisa ) 
" P arsul yek pao .'·ck rupiyah" (one pound parcel, one rupee ) . 

At least two major types exist fo r each denomination due, apparently to 
in<li,·idual touching-up of th e seYera l cli ches prior to being placed in use. The 
most prominent differences are to be fou nd in th e shapes of the cloud formations 
1111d in the western num era ls. These t,q)CS (Figs. l 57a -d ) ca n be identified as: 

10 paisa - 'fypc I 
(a ) Top portion of vertical cloud spiral curves to left and cn<ls 

in a i·o1md c<l blob nea r or touching the l'i ·ame; 
(b ) Th e 1rnmeral 1 is generall y pointed at top an<l the bottom 

left serif is longer than that on the right. 

Type II 
(a) Vertical cloud top has a reYerse curve to the right aml tct·-

mina tes in a flat pointed oval; 
(b ) Numeral serif's arc equnl arnl top of 1 is flat. 

'l'ypc III 
(a ) Cliche basically similar to that of 'l'ype J[ ; 
(b ) Large conspi cuous clot in fron t wallrn·a.'·· 

Type I 
(a ) J_;ower right-hand cloud is large an<l encom passes upper roof; 
( b) Top :flag of numeral 5 does not touch enclosing circle. 

'. 
Fig. 157a 
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Type II (early state) 
(a ) Lower cloud smaller, docs not touch upper roof and is pointed; 
(b ) Flag of numeral 5 extends through enclosin g circle. 

'l'ype IIA (late state) 
(a) Lower cloud and flag of 5 as in basic Type 11 ; 
(b ) Lower right inside frame corner cut by a wid e blank dia gonal 

line at left of value circle. 

30 paisa - Type I 
(a) Vertical left cloud normally separate and ha s a " seahorse" 

profil e; 
(b ) Lower right corner of bottom inscription panel is square. 

Type II (early state) 
(a) Vertical cloud is joined to horizontal cloud ; 
(b ) Lower right corner of inscription panel is rounded; 
(c) Outer frame design is basicall y complete. 

'l'ype IIA (late state) 
(a) As Type II but with prominent lin e at junction of clouds; 
(b ) Portions of outer frame on Jett side and corner are blank ; 
(c) Consp icuous blot in left frame opposite porch roof. 

1 rupee - Type I 
( n) Main left cloml has w1 n ow ] mm 11cck below junction witl1 

horizontal cloud ; 
(b ) Numcrnl 1 has bottom serifs 0 11 both sides. 

Type II 
(a) Left cloud has a wide 21)i,mm neck below cloud junction; 
(b ) Numeral 1 has a bottom serif on r ight side only. 

The stamps were issued in several sheet formats, namely, in sheets of 2 
(2xl ) and in two differ ent sheets of 4 arranged (2x2) and (4xl ) . 

The overall dimensions of the different sheets vary greatly in the successive 
printings. Those of the pair sheets r ange from lOOmm to 120mm x 65mm to 
95mm. 'l'he block sheets measure from 95mm to 135mm x 125mm to 165mm, 
with an average of lOOmm x 150mm. The strip sheet is approximately 200mm 
x 75mm. The initial issues were in pair sheets (GSM 3/ 28) but both pair and 
block formats were used for the many later releases. A study of a quantity o[ 
block sheets in "post office '..' condi ti on indicates that these were actually panes 
in an original press sheet of four, or possibly six blocks. The press sheets were 
broken up, in stacks of four at a time, either by cutting or by tearing along a 
straight-edge, and many of the block issue sheets have two deckled edges. It is 
highiy probable that the pair sheets were also printed in multiples in a large r 
press sheet but the writer has not yet been able to determine its composition. 
One can theorize, of course, that in certain printing·s the press sheet may have 
been composed of eight to twelve plate impressions arranged tete beche and that 
the spacing of these dictated whether the press sheet should be broken down 
into pairs or blocks. The strip sheets are very rare and probably come from a 
single trial issue. Most of them seem to have been broken up to obtain the 
center tete-beche pair. Such pairs can be readily recognized as such by the fact 
that both stamps arc oC the same type, as well as being perforated vertically but 
not horizontally. 
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'l'he stamps were printed from plates composed of only two cliches. These 
were reassembled from time to time and many settings can be identified by the 
normal or tete beche cliche relationship, the positioning of the design types and / 
or the horizontal spacing of the cliches. It should be noted that while pair sheet 
cliches can be found either normal or tete beche, the horizontal pairs of a block 
sheet are always normal but are arranged in tete beche format. Further, since 
two pair impressions were required to produce a block sheet as issued, it is ap­
parent that variations in vertical spacing and alignment of the cliches only r e­
flect the degree of carefulness of the printer and are not separate printings. 

A great variety of papers was used during the life of this series and includes 
thin, medium or thick, white, toned or cream, soft or hard wove paper of local or 
European manufacture as well as several types of laid pape1:. The gum, off­
white or yellowish in color, was carelessly hand-applied and is often fouml 
smeared on the face of the stamps. Clea n surfaced mint copies can be considered 
us exceptions to the rule. 

The issued sheets were line perforated 1134 by hand and the work was rather 
cu rclcss l.'· clone. P er fection of centering is not to be expected. Several di [­
l"crnnt per fo ration patterns, consisting of from one to six lines, were used on 
both the pair and block sheets. Th ese are shown on the Table on page 30 in 
combination with those cliche arrangements and sheet fo rmats known to the 
writer. Th e individual stamps, therefor e, come perforated on one, two, three or 
four sides. Those perforated on three sides are uncommon and with four sides 
perforated they arc sca r ce. None have been r eported in imperforate pairs but 
such ma y exist. 

SU Fig. 157 a 10 paisa 
a 
b 
c 
cl 
c 
f 
g 
h 

chocolate - Type I 
Type II 
Type III 
brown 
tete beche pair - horiz 
tete beche pair - vert, head to head 
tete beche pair - Yert, foot to foot 
laid paper 
thick cream wove pa per 

Fig. I 57b 

'\. 

• . 
. 
< 
~ 
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875 Pig. 157b 15 paisa chestnut - Type I 
a Type II 
b chocolate 
c tete beche pair - vert, head to head 
d blue seal imprint on back 

876 Pig. 157c 30 pa1sa reddish purple - Type I 
a Type II 
b gray lilac 
c mauve 
d t ete beche pair - horiz 
e tete beche pair - vert, head to head 
f tete beche pair - vert, foot to foot 
o· 
b thick laid paper ,wmkd 
h medium laid paper, unwmkd 

877 l<~ig. 157 d 1 rupee turquoise blue - Type 1 
a 'l'ype II 
b tete beche pair - horiz 
c tete beche pair - vert, hea d to head 

It must be noted that many separate printings ·were made of the several 
denominations during the six years that this series was in use, which suggests 
that the stamps were produced in r elatively small quantities as needed. Judg­
ing from the available supply, there were few remainders. It is possible, de­
spite the absence of records, to recognize many of th ese printings by their 
tliffe rent combinations of color Yariants, sheet format and perforation pattem , 
setting, cliche ·pacing, plate state, overall sheet dim ensions and paper type. 
The setting and horizontal spacing of the cliches provide the most positive identi­
f ication of separate printings, since it is unlikely that the two-subject plates 
would have been broken down and reassembled during a press nm. On the 
other hand, the sheet dimensions and paper type are least indicative. The sepa­
ration of the press sheets into issue panes was Yery casually clone, and local 
purchase could well result in se \·eral types oE paper bein g used during a single 
printing-. However, careful consideration of all the fac tors noted will furnish 

.: . . . 
• • .. 
• • .. 
• • . . 
• . 
• • • . 
• • .. 
" 

Fig. 157c: 
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Fig. I 57d 

n firmer basis for individual appraisals. A tentative list :follows of those prob-
11ble separate printings that the writer has been able to identify or that have 
been r eported by others. 

Th e " Format " hea din g thereon refers to the Yarious sheet layouts shown 
on the chart (Fig. 157e) . The outside numerals of the "Setting" identification 
indicate the plate position · of the design types and the middl e number gives the 
distan ce betwee n the upper corners of the imprints in millimeters. Th e sequence 
ot the entries is not significant. The listin g is acknowledged as in complete and 
is only intend ed to be an initial a ttempt at classification. 

1928 Definitive Issue 

The currency change of late 1926, and the subsequent new postal series of 
low denomination, n ecessitated the provision of appropriate high value parcel 
post stamps. These were released in early 1928 and conform in general ap­
pearance to the r egular issues. The designer is unknown . Th e stamps were 
typographed on pre-gumm ed, good white wove paper and were either perforated 
l l xll or llx imperforate. 

The lower denomination's design is horizontal and has basic inscription 
'' C '' in the upper ribbon. The two side panels read, from right to left, '' Tiket 
parsul - doh afghani " (par cel stamp - two afghani ) . 'fhe stamps were is­
sued in sheets of 8 (2x4 ) and were normally perforated all around. 

The 3 afghani is quite lar ge and featu r es the National Arms surrounded 
by engin e turning decoration and bordered with flanking columns. The top 
panel legend r eads " Tiket parsul qimat seh afghani" (par cel stamp -value 
thr ee afghani). Forming a part of the background in the upper corn ers are 
the English words " Afghan Postage." At the bottom is inscribed " Daolat 
aliyat Afgh anistan " (Supreme governm ent of Afghanistan ) . This denomina­
tion was issued in miniature block sheets of 4 with imperforate onter margins. 

878 Fig. 1G8 2 afg orange yellow 
a imperf pair (YT ) 

879 Vig. JG9 3 afg' gr een 
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1929 Saqao P·rovisional I srne 

The previous sel'ics was overpl'inted with the round handstamp of the Saqao 
r egime wh en the r evolution ary government assumed control in J anuary . It is 
questioned if th ese stamps were ever in general use since the parcel post service 
was extremely limited during this period. For further details, design de-

1921 PARCEL POST I3SUE SHEETS 

Classified by f orma t , se tting and pe r foration combi nations 

LAYOUT A 
pair sheet 

normal 

~;~, 

a 

b 

LAYOUT B 
pair sheet 
te t e beche 

' 
- - - - - J - - - - - · 

~!~ 

~!~! 
I I I I 

-- --L.--- -f- c ----..&.----t-

-; --- --l----r 

·~·~· I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
~- -- _ , __ - --! 

:~----:~---; 
I I : 

I : I 

d 1----:----~ 

-1 ~- - - -:-:~-- - -: 
I I I I 
I I I I 
I I I I 
I I I 1 

-i - - - - t" ... - - -. .o 

LAYOUT C 
block t . b . 

:foo t to foot 

' 

iJ!~ 
I - --- - "1----

~ :~ 
a 

b 

c 

LAYOUT D 
block t . b . 

head to head 

~:~ 
I -----·-----
' 

~!~ 

: ~:~: I I I 
I I 1 
I I 1 
I I I 

~=~= = ~ f~----=-=: 
I I : 
I I I 
I I 
I 1 ! 

LAYOUT E 
strip sheet of t . b. pairs 

Fig. 157e 
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Fig s. 158 and 159 

scription and counterfeits (see notes under the regul ar issues). 

with overprint in black 

880 
881 

Fig. 158 
Fig. 159 

2 afg orange yellow 
3 afg green 

1929 Definitive Issne (?) 

The known story of this '' perman ent ' ' issue of the Saqao government was 
full y related under the chapter on regular issues. One of the r eports (PJI 9/ 29 ) 
stated that the set included a parcel post stamp, value not mention ed, brown in 
color and picturing a monument. The writer has not seen or heard of any mint 
or used copies and can add nothing further to the above. It is listed here only 
for the record. 

882 ? ? brown 

1929 Definitive Issue 

\Vhen the designs of the 1927-28 series wer e being r e-issued in new colors by 
the Nadir Shah r egime, the two parcel post stamps were included therewith. 
They were probably issued in December but the actual date is unknown. The 
old plates were used and the stamps were t ypographed on the same printing 
stock and perforated 11. The sheets wer e normally perfor ated all around but 
exampl es of each are known with one or two sides imperforate. The initial 
printing of the 3 afghani was made in purple. Mint imperforate copies exist. 
(PJI 3/ 30) (L ) However, there is no evidence that these were ever placed in 
use. 

Th e need for these higher denominations was not great. The parcel post 
service had yet been reactivated and special stamps were not r equired. As a 
r esul t, few additional printings of these two denominations wer e made. Re­
mainders of the 3 afghani sheets were still on sale at the Kabul Philatelic Bureau 
as late as 1950. 

883 Fig. 158 

884 Fig. 159 

2 afg· dull blue green 
a vert pair imperf btwn 

3 afg brown 

The use of special stamps for parcel post was discontinued in 1932. 
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V al u e 
JO pa 
10 pa 
10 pa 
10 J.J a 
10 pa 
10 pa 
1() pa 
ill pa 
10 pa. 
10 pa 

JO pa 
~o pa 
JO pa 
10 pa 
10 pa 
10 pa 

10 pa 

;o pa 
10 pa 
10 pa 
15 pa 
15 pa 
15 pa 
15 pa 
15 pa 
15 pa 

15 pa 
15 pa 
1·5 pa 
30 pa 
30 pa 

30 pa 
30 µ a 
30 pa 
30 pa 
30 pa 
ao pa 
30 pa 

30 pa 
30 pa 
30 pa 
30 pa 
30 pa 
30 pa 
30 pa 
30 pa 
30 pa 

rup 
rup 
rup 
rup 
rup 
rup 
rup 
rup 
ru p 
r up 

1 rup 
1 r up 

Color 
hl'O\\' ll 

hrown 
c hocolate 
chocolate 
c hocolate 
brown 
brown 
hrown 
0hoco late 
c hocolale 

brown 
brown 
brown 
chocolate 
chocolate 
chocolate 

? 

ch estnut 
ch estnut 
ch es tnut 
ch ocolate 
chocolate 
ch es tnut 

chestnut 
ches tnut 
b r O\Vll 

r eddi sh purpl e 
r ed d i sh purpl e 

bright purple 
r ed purple 
r ed purple 
reddish p u rpl e 
inauve 
dull mauve 
r eddish purpl e 

reddi sh purple 
(vari ety) 
r eddish purpl e 
gray lilac 
(variety) 
g r ay lilac 
dull purple 
r ed dish purpl e 
r eddish purpl e 
turquoise 
tu r q uoi se 
t urquoi se 
turquoise 
tu rquoise 
turq u o ise 
lurq uoi J?.e 
turquoise 
turquoise 
turquoise 
turqu oise 
tu r qu oise 

1921 Parcel Post Series 

Tentative List of Identifiable Printings 

F ormat 
Aa 
Ae 
Af 
Ca 
Ca 
Ca 
Ca 
Ca 
Ca 
Ca 

Da 
E 
Hd 
(P)a 
(P)a 
(P)a 

na 

Bb 
Da 
Ad 
Aa 
A c 
Dc 
))a 

A b 
E 
Ad 
Aa 
Aa 
Aa 
.Aa 

Aa 
Aa 
Aa 
Aa 
Af 
.Ae 
Aa 

Ab 
Ab 
Bd 
Bel 
Bd 
Da 
Ca 
Da 
A d 
Aa 
Aa 
Ab 
Ab 
Ab 
Ab 
Ah 
Bel 
Bd 
Ba 
D a 
Af' 

Sett i n g 
I-16. 5-H 
I-21.5-lI 
1-17.0-H 
I-11:0 -H 
I-17.0-H 
I -17.0-lI 
I-14.5-H 
I-14 .5-lf 
T-14 .5- ll 
1-1'1. 5 -I f 

H-15.0- TH 
1- ? -][ 

I- - H 

l-17:5- lf 
1-1 5.0-Jl 
J-1 8.5-lTA 

IIA-16.5-I 
lf A-16:5-I 

I- ? -H 

J- ? -I!A 
1- ? -ITA 

II-18.5-t 
Il-18.5- 1 

H-19.+-I 
lf-1 9.+-t 
1-18.5 -H 
I-18:5-II 
1-18.5-Tt 
I-22.5-II 

IIA-19.0-I 

I-19 .0-IIA 
t-19.0-ITA 

II-13:5-lI 
II-13.5-II 
H-13.5-II 

IIA-14.5-I 
JIA-11. 0- I 

? -1 l.O- ? 

T-12.0-II 
I-18.0 -H 
1-10.5-JC 
I -20.0- JC 
J-20.0-II 
T- 20.0 -Il 

H-1 9.5 -I 
H-17. 0-It 

T- - H 

I ­
I-

-II 
-n 

Av. S i ze -mm 
112x65 
110x6S 
112x60 
100x137 
100xl·55 
100xl·55 
100x14 5 
100x1 62 
100x162 
100x162 

97x70 
2ooxn 

? 
? x72 

x68 
x69 

? 

J12x62 
11 0x68 
135x1 65 
104x130 
105x73 

? x65 
? x70 

110x70 
1 l 8x70 

120x70 
105x78 
115x67 
113x70 
112x70 
110x70 
115x70 

115x93 
115x93 
110x67 
110x70 
123x95 
100x13 0 

95xl25 
105x135 
110x70 
106x72 
105x70 
100x7·5 
110x72 
107x70 
112x80 
110x77 
l 10x70 

(To Be Continued) 

P aper W ith Rema r ks 
th icki sh toned tense wo1·e 
m edium whi te l a id 
so ft offwhite wove 
th in h a rd toned local wove 
m edium ton ed loca l wo1·e 
th in local wove 
th in local wo\'e 
thi cki sh local wo\'e 
thin local w o 1·e 
m edium sofl o ffwhit e psC'udo-

laid 
thin h a rd lon ed local wove 
thin hard toned local w o 1·e 
Seen 
thick c rean1 " ·o ye 
thi cki sh toned dense woYe 
th i cki sh offwhi le diamond m esh 

wove 
v er y lhin tran slucent wove (PJI 

1/ 27) 
Seen 
Seen 
H eporled (GSllf 5/28) 
t hickish dense wo"e 
thin h a rd toned local w ove 
thin h a rd toned local wove 
thin hard toned local wove 
t hinnish d en se wove 
R eported (GS111 3/28) 
R eported (PJI 1/ 27) 
medium toned wove 
coarse n1esh toned \vove 
soft c rean1 coarse wove 
t hicki sh so ft laid w / wmk Kin:; 

Edward VII 
whi te d en se wove 
th in hard toned local wove 
th ick crea1n wove 
th i cki sh d ense wove 
soft offwhite p seudo-laid w ove 
soft offwhite p seudo-la id wove 
th ick i sh soft laid w / Iarge flora l 

wmk 
soft c r eam coarse wove 
horiz perfs omitted 
thin hard toned local wove 
very thin toned local wo,·e 
very thin toned local wove 
t hin h a rd toned local wove 
thin hard toned local wove 
lhin hard toned (Seen) 
thin hard toned (See n) 
'vhile de nse wove 
thin hard toned local wove 
thin h a rd toned local wove 
th in hard toned l ocal wove 
so ft pseudo-l aid wove 
coarse n1 esh toned \vove 
coaz·se n1 esh ton e d \vove 
th i n hard toned local wove 
Seen 
H eported (PJl 12/ 26) 
Seen 
Seen, p seudo -laid wove 
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Brazil 
The "Rio Mint Process" For The Production 
Of Plates For Line-Engraved Stamps 1881-89 

By D. A. Dromberg ':' 

In refer ence to line-engraved stamps, it is generally assumed that the plates 
for these were made by the " Die and Mill process," a lso known as " The Per­
kins Process'' or '' Siderography. '' 

\Vh en th e stamps of Brazil were again manufactured in their native country 
a bout 1880 a{ier an interval of fif teen years, this plate making method was al­
r ea dy known all over the civilized world. The P erkins process is considered 
teclmically the most satisfactory of all printing methods ever invented for trans­
ferring the design of an engraved die to the printing plate. It was used as early 
as 1843 by the Rio Mint in producing the plates for t he first issue of Brazil, the 
famous "Bull s E yes." It is, therefore, remarkable that a different method of 
printing was adopted by the Rio Mint for the manufacture of the 1881-89 plates. 
The author has studied these line-engraved stamps extensively for many years 
and it is his opinion that the plates were made fro m flcit ins tead of roller dies. 

There is little or no mention of such a method in standard works on the pro­
duction of postage stamps. It is important to note that the method, by which a 
plate was made, is decisive for the finished print. A printing plate produced by 
electrotyping has differ ent characteristics from one made by the " Die and Mill " 
process. A plate made from a flat die has different identifying marks from one 
made by the first-mentioned method. 

Vlinthrop S. Boggs in " Ten Decades Ago" indicates that th e use of flat 
dies was known at an early date. In this book there are illustrations (Figs. 1-3 ) 
of some old banknotes with the imprint " Patent Stereotype Steel Plate." lVIr . 
Boggs writes as now quoted: 

" The perfection of bank note production was due to the invention in 1813 by 
Jacob P erkins of Newburyport, Mass ., of his mill and die process for transferring 
an engraving from a steel die to a plate of steel or copper. Previous to his in­
vention of the mill and die process, P erkins had invented a stereotype steel plate, 
which made it possible to produce bank note plates alike in all r espects, but still 
crude in appearance, and limited to comparatively simple designs. '' 

Thus, it is possibl e that the ''stereotype plates'' were made from flat dies, 
electrotyping not being invented unt il about 1840. 

Another inter esting r eference to flat dies for the manufacture of printing 
plates for line-engraved stamps is made in " Th e London Philatelist " 1944 p. 130, 
where C. J . L. Snowden describes " th e Line-Engraved sta mps of Queensl and of 
1882-86" (Scott 74-83). He writes: 

'' I am first showing a proof from the original die on a piece of card. This 
is particularly interesting as it bears the instruction to lVIr. Bourne, the engraver , 
in the handwriting of the late lVIr. R. W. ·Wilkinson, as you will see ! he says, As 
this is for transfering by the American process, could the work be made a little 
stronger, because I fear that the interwork will be lost - it is so fine.'' 

lV[r . Snowden continued: '' I do not know what the said American process 
was, but probably it involved the use of a fla t clie instead of a roll er die as used 
by Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co . ... '' 

·'" of H elsinki, Finlnn (l. 
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There are some other references in philatelic literature about the use of flat 
transfer dies, but the above two will suffice as an introduction. 

I. The Rio Mint Process 

To clarify m theory about the manufacture of the plates I have prepared a 
diagram shown in Fig. l. 

ORIGINAL 

OIE 

RECESS 

SIN,LE 

TRANSFER 
DIE 

DI E L D I E 2. 
RELIEF 

:·" T\i" "'. =.--------- ---=LJ·"· (1"' ''.' 
RECESS. RECESS 

.....__ _ ____, I ...._____ I ~-~ 

J. 
TWIN TRANSFER DIE 

A I I B 

RELIEF 
~--- I ....__ ___ 

DDDDDDDDDDDO 
OOOOODODODDD 
ODDDDOODDDDO 
AIAIAIABABAB 

SHEET OF 120 STAMPS 

Fig . I 

I 
TWIN TRANSFER DIE 

A I I B 

RELIEF 
~ _ ___,,....__ _ ___, 

DDDO DODDDDD D 
ODOD DLJ CJ OLJ LJ OD 
DOODDDDDDOO!J 
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SHEET OF 120 STAMPS 
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LAYING DOWN 

THE PLATE . 

Fig . 2 

The Orig inal Die 

The original die was engraved by hand in soft steel in the usual manner. 
After approval, it was hardened, and an impression made on another piece of 
soft steel. A coining or similar press was probably used for this work. This 
impression became -

The Sing le Transfer Die 

This is called the single transfer die because it was used for the transferring 
of the engraving, and also to distinguish it from later transfer dies. This die 
was also hardened. The design is in relief. 

The Twin Matrix Die 

The engraving was transferrc<l twice on to a piece of soft steel with the aid 
of the single transfer die. Both impressions were side by side separated by a 
Yertical space equal to that between two stamps on the sheet. On proofs of these 
twin matrix dies, one can re<:iognize traces of the guidelines drawn on the die to 
assist the operator. After the matrix was approved, the guidelines were removed, 
and the die hardened. 

On this matrix die both the designs were done in recess . Sometimes both 
impressions were not equally clear, even if they were made by the same transfer 
die. A common fault was that one side of the design was weaker than the other. 
If this was very marked, the weaker side wa re-engraved by hand. These re­
engravings are easily noticeable and serve as distinguishing marks between the 
both halves of the twin matrix die. I have designated them as Type A and 
Type B. 
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Sometimes this difference was not noticed, and no r e-engravings were made. 
On larger blocks and parts of sheets one can recog·nize that every second stamp 
in a horizontal row has some part of the design lighter in shade, proving that a 
twin transfer die was used. Sometimes this produces sufficient evidence for the 
identification of Type A and Type B. 

Finally there are ca es where the transferring is so well done that it is al­
most impossible to distinguish the two types. 

Ther e also remains the possibility that some of the denominations could have 
been transferred on to the plate by aid of the single tran fer die and that no twin 
transfer die was mad e. Ther e is evidence of such a procedure on the 1000 reis 
denomination of 1888. 

The Twin Transfer Die 

An impt·ession was taken of the matt·ix after it had been hanlcned, and this 
was nsed for transfening the pair of engravings on to th e plate. The design is 
now in r elief. 

The Printing Plate 

The engraving was now transferred to th e plate with the aid of the twin 
trans fer die and some type of press. One can see my idea of this procedure in 
Vig. 2. It is, of course, not possible to determine the actual method employed as 
no records are ava il abl e. That a flat twin transfer die was used, however , seems 
to be beyo nd all doubt, and further eviden ce will be produced later in this article. 

Guidelines or position dots were used as a first meas ure when the impres­
sions wer e transferred on to the plate. Ther e is a great variety of these and a 
selection is shown in Pig. 3. Th e guidelines ''ere removed after impressions had 
been made, but sometim es traces of them remain on singl e copies or blocks of 
stamps. Fig. 3: 

I. Shows the commonest type with vertical hairlines between every pair 
A-B. Example: 50 r eis of 1885. 

II. Shows another common exampl e for instance the plate for 500 reis 1887. 
Ill. fa almost the same, but has an additional horizontal line acr oss the 

center of the design. This is noticed on a proofsheet of 100 reis 1 88. 

IDCllDDIDDI §§'D loo 
IDDIDDIDDI D DD 
IDDIDD!DDI 10~,~ ,DD 

I. I 11 . I Ill . 

-DD-DODD DD EJEJ DD ·DD·DD·D·D· 
-ODDO-DD GB BB EJEJ ·DD·D·O·D·D· 
-DD-CO-DD BB EJB B~I OO·DO·D·D· 

IV. v. V I . 

Fig. 3 
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Figs. 4-5-6 

IV. Has small guidedots in the mai·gins between the stamps. Used, for 
instance, for the 100 reis 1882. 

V. Shows similar guidedots, but positioned through the side ornaments 
of the stamps. This type is seen on 20 r eis 18 4 and 1000 reis 1888. 

VI. Is a type with small guidepoints between the stamps. This example 
can be seen on the 10 r eis Dom P edro of 188:). 

T ra ns ferring with a Flat Die 

'l'lie imp1·css ion o[ the e11 grn\·i ng was nwLl e in one operation with the aid o[ 
t li e rlat die. Considerabl e pressure must haYc been applied to obtain a clear 
impression. Using the mill and die process, the impression was made grndually 
in severa l opcrntions, and less heavy pressure was needed. Us ing the Rio Mint 
prncess with Jlat dies, the distortion of the metal must have been noticeable, and 
t he raised walls oi meta l caused by this probably was r emoved with some kind of 
au abrasive tool. 

In order to r educe the distortion, it was necessary to keep the r elief of the 
trnnsfer dies comparatively low. As the pressure wa great and the impression 
made in one operation, the relic[ had to be r ather coar se. A finer r elief would 
ha\·c resu lted in breaks. As a result, the transferred design usuall y is not as 
fine as a de ·ign t ransferred by a roller die, and the impression is less deep. 

R e- e ng raved or ew Dies 

'l'li esl' flat trunsl'cr dies becanw \\'Ol'n a l'ter a ce rtain period of use and it bc­
ea me 1weessa I'.\· to ta kc new impress ions J rom the matrix. T.hese a !so became 
worn a l'te1· ;1 number or im prcssions, and a new one had to be mad e. lt was 
poss iblr, or eonrsc, to soften this worn matrix and re-engrave the same. Bot h 
met hods wcl'c used. Th ere arc always many varying detai ls, i[ the new twin 
trunsfcr die is mad e from a r e-e ngraved matrix, wh ich made it possib le to dis­
ti nguish t he new trnnsl"cr die. 1 have <'a iled these Die 2 or Die 3. 

It is ahrnys possib le to dist inguish between Type A and B on th ese r e­
cngTa \·cd twin dies. H the new twin matrix is made by aid of the single transfcl' 
die, the new matrix is never exactl y the same as the first, because of the sma ll 
conections, as previously described under '' Twin Matrix Die. '' 

Finally it would have been possible to take a twin transfer die (if the same 
\\'a.-; sti ll usea ble) and make an impre -sion on a flat piece of steel. This could 
th en have been r e-engraved and after hardening serve as a new twin matrix. 

'l'o sum up, all the small co n eetions on new impressions and the r e-engrav­
i 11 gs with frequent marks of slips of tl1 e engravers burin are the distinguishing 
marks which enables the specialist to separate the stamps of Die 1, 2 and 3 and 
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the subtypes A and B. 

II. The 50 reis Dom Pedro stamp of 1885 

In order to give the reader a clear picture of th e developm ent of a single 
denomination of these stamps, the 50 r eis Dom Pe<lrn stamps of 1885, based upon 
the materia l in my coll ection , will be described. 

Essays 

As this stamp is a direct copy or derivate of the fo rmer 50 reis, the "small 
head" of 1881, there are probably no essays of this stamp in existence. The 
Fig. 4 shows a 500 reis essay dated in pencil 1879. It is probabl y from this essay 
that the 50 reis "small head" was developed. Fig. 5 illustrates a proof of the 
GO n•is "small head" and Fig . 6 a trial for the new 50 rcis of 18 5. The trial 
was obviously based on the frame of the 50 reis "small head" as the value tablet 
has ten ver tical lines, whereas the new design has ele\'Cn. This r ejected trial 
has a lso the background made of crossed horizontal and vertical lines instead of 
crossed diagonal lines, and the hairs on the neck of t he portrait ar e trimmed. 

The Orig inal Die 

In Fig. 7 arc shown, to the left, a proof of the engraved original <li e and to 
t he right an issued stamp. Th e pl'oof is from an ear ly state whi le the die is not 
quite compl eted. Note tltc sma ll guide dots in t he maro·ins. The portrait has 
been wol'lwcl O\'Cl' and th e value tablet has elenn Yertical lines. The original 
stamp is an ca1·ly print; its ca ncel is <lated early 1 5. It is an unusually clear 
J>rint or Di e l , Type B. 

\\Then the origin al d ie was fi nished, it " ·as hardened. and a n impression taken 
0 11 a coining· press. A rt('r hardening-, this im press ion brr a me the single tra ns fer 
die. 

T he T win M a trix D ie 1 

The matrix was made by aid. of the single transfer <lie as prnviously de­
scribed. One may now assume that the both impressions made on the piece of 
steel would be identical. That is not the case, however. B ecause of the technical 
incapacity of the process, some parts of the impressions were weaker than the r est. 
It became necessary to re-engrave by hand . (In the author's collection, there 
are no proofs of the twin mat r·ix for Die 1, but the reader can see a similar proof 
of Die 2 in Fig. 10). 

lHakin g the twin matrix for the 50 i·eis 18 3 rcqui·rc<l much re-engraving, so 

Fig. 7 
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x y x y 

Fig. 8 

that t l1c1·c is 110 diffo::ulty in separating 'fypc ~\. l"rom 'l'ype B. In 11'ig. 8 the 
reader can sec a c:omparison between th e both t)"pes. P oin t · ' X " shows sharper 
roundin g of th e ornament on Type A compar ed with Type B . At point " Y " 
the frame oJ the value tablet is r edrawn more pointed than in 'f ypc A . The sa me 
line is almost straight in Type B. Th e point " Z " shows in Type A th e horizontal 
Jines at the frame more clearly t han Type B. Other diffe rences arc not difficult 
to note, but those mentioned aboYe are sufficient to be able to distinguish Type 
A from B . 

A mint block of four of the Die 1 is illustrated in Fio'. 9. Both stamps on 
the left arc Type A, and the ones at the right Type B. 

Twin Matrix Die 2 

Aftc1· a period of use of the twin Die 1 for transfer purposes, the matrix 
became worn and it was neces:ary to make a new one. In Fig. 10 we can see a 
J>roof of the matrix Jor the twin transfer on Die 2. The only reason for making 
a new ma tr ix must have been d ne to the fact that so many transfer dies were 
ta ken fmm th e 'l'win l\Ia trix 1 t l1at it beca me too bad ly worn for further service. 

Too littl e is s till known about this exceptional process for plate production, 
bu t when more students have investigated the matter, some of the still obscure 
matters may be clarified . 

:Scrutinizing· the proof we ca n notice some guidedots in the margins and be­
tween the stamp 's designs. These ar e typical of the twin matrix die proofs, and 
further exampl es of these ar e in the author's collection. 

Th ere is an infa llibl e method by which single stamps of Die 1 and Die 2 ca n 
be identified. In Fig. 10 one can see to the left of the value tablet a fine line 
go in g from the shading of th e number "5" to the background. This is caused 
by a slip of the engraver 's tool, whi ch occured when one of the lines in the back­
g-rnund was strengthened. 'J' hc mark is clea1·ly Yisibl c on both 'fype A and 
'l'.Ype B. It must, therefore, have been present a I ready on the original die. Ex­
amination of the half-finished original proof in Fig. 7 shows clearly that this was 
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r eally the case. The slip is indicated with an anow. But if this is the case, 
how is it that Die 1 does not show this mark ~ This was transferred by the same 
sing le transfer die made from the original. Actually, fa int traces of this mark 
are only rarely discernable on stamps of Die 1. About 500 stamps have been 
examined and four copies showed faint traces of the mark. It is obvious that 
it was erased when making Die 1 or the relief that was responsible for the line 
was r emoved from the transfe;i.· die. 

The means of identification for Die 2, and at the same time, the characteris­
tics for Type A and B are illustrated in Fig. 10 in th e circular handrawing 
below the stamps. These indicate slips of a tool, that occured during the r e­
engraving of the twin matrix, which was too weak and had to be str engthened. 

Dated Copies 

ln a resea rch collection it is of great impo1·tance to have a su fficient quantity 
of cancell ed copies with dates to enabl e the student to check the chronological 
succession of the various printings of th e sta mp. The author has in his col­
lection over 200 copies of the 50 r eis 1885 with clearly dated cancellations. which 
offers sufficient evidence for the confirmation of cer ta in conclusions. 

Die 1 

The eal'liest date seen is 31. 3. 1885. 
Die 1 stamps are common from about this date to March 1887, after which 

they disappear. One copy is dated 1888 and another 1890. These were cancel­
led at some small post office in the interior. The Die 1 shades of color are usually 
somewhat ligl1tcr than those on Die 2. This is not always the case, however, so 
that the author is of the opin ion t hat many of the shades may have changed 
color over the years. 

Die 2 

Die 2 stamps arc consi<lerably scai·cer than those from Die 1. Out of about 
1000 copies, only 2CO are Die 2. Only one copy has been found with an early 
date - 29. 11. 1885. All other copies are dated 1886 and early 1887. 

Fig. 9 
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,_ 

TYPE A TYPE !;I 

Fig. 10 

According to Guatemosim "Catalogo Brasil" the 50 reis stamp of t he later 
Dom P edro design was issued 22. 12. 1884. This is quite possible, even if the 
author has never found a copy cancelled as early as 1 84. 

According to the same ·ource of information the 50 reis stamp of the new 
design without the Emperor's portrait was issued on February 9, 1887. As the 
Dom P edro types' circulation seems to cease in March 1 87, this is in accordance 
with the records. 

The Plates 

According to the Guatemosim and Schiffer catalogs, 5,100,000 copies of this 
stamp were issued. As there were 120 impressions on the plate, this quantity 
would mean a total of 42,500 pulls. As this is the first attempt to deal with the 
manufacture of the printing plates for the Rio Mint issues of 1881-89, no previou 
results of philatelic r esearch has been r ecorded. There aTe also no published of­
f icial records and it is, therefore, very difficult to form any conclusions as to 
the number of plates used. It is my guess that there were at least two plate 
used for the Die 1 and perhaps one plate only for the Die 2. 

Guidelines 

Guidelin es and guidedots, in several cases, can provide impoirtant evidence, 
and therefore they should be examin ed more closely. In the case of the 50 reis 
stamp of 1885, the guidelin e are short vertical hairlines between every pair 
(A-B ) and about the same height as the stamp. In the case of a single stamp 
the hairline is found at the left on Type A stamps and at the right on Type B 
stamps, but never reversed. 'fhe hairlines on the plates from Die 1 are slightly 
coarser than those on the Die 2 plate. Also the hairlines are not so well er ased 
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Figs. Ila-lib-lie 

from the Die 1 plates. Therefore, traces of them are found quite frequently on 
single copies. The very fine hairlines from Die 2 were removed almost entirely, 
and they are, therefore, seldom found on single copies. 

Horizontal hairlines are evident on Die 1 stamps. They run through the 
top corrner ornaments and the top frameline. Five copies with such horizontal 
hairlines are in the author's collection. 

Double Impressions 

Double printings on some parts or almost the entire stamp are not very 
scarce on the 50 reis 1885. About 5% of all stamps from Die 1 have more or less 
distinct doublings on some part of the design. As these arc plate varieties, they 
are of considerable interest to the student. 

Fig. 11 shows three examples of double prints or "double strikes," as I 
prefer to call them, because they resemble the double impressions found on typo­
graphical blocks made by means of preS&ing or punching. 

Fig. lla shows a stamp of Die 1, Type A with a doubling on the left side. 
Note the weakness of the impression. 

Fig. llb is a stamp of Die 2, Type B with a doubling at the right. The same 
is more distinct at the lower parts of the right side. Stamps of Die 2 do not 
often have this. 

Fig. llc is a Die 2, Type A with doubling over the entire stamp. A good 
example of a stamp with a clear printing is the righthancl one in Fig. 7. 

It is important to note that a 11 subtype A stamps inevitably show the 
doubling on the left side of the stamp, while the Type B stamps shows the doubl­
ing on the right side. Exceptions to this occur only where the whole stamp is 
printed double and even here it is more pronounced on the right side of T~·pe B 
stamps and the left side of 'l'ype A. 

In order to explain the reason for these double printings, reference is made 
to the drawing (Fig. 12 ). It is not really accurate to call these "double strikes. " 
"Kiss impressions" would probably be the more correct term. It is the opinion 
of the author, based upon a study of these stamps for more than 10 years, that 
these blurred impressions were caused by the distortion of the metal during the 
transferring of the engravings on to the plate. 

vVhen making the transfer, it sometimes happened that the plate was not 
perfectly level. This is illustrated on the drawing at the left of Fig. 12. As the 
pressure was applied, both narrow ends of the twin transfer die :first came in 
contact with the plate, and adhered to it. Vlith increased pressure, the center 
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of the die also came in contact with the surface of the plate. As a straight line 
is always shorter than a curved one, the portions of the plate in contact with both 
the ends of the die inevitably had to shift, causing distortion and a double pres­
sure on the stamp. If one of the narrow ends of the twin die was very strongly 
attached to the plate perhaps, only the opposite end moved and caused blurred 
prints. Sometimes almost the entire opposite half of the die moved, resulting in 
a doubling of almost the whole stamp desrign. 

Owing to the fact that the right side of Type A and the left side of Type B 
" ·ere situated in the center of the twin die, they never moved to an extent that 
distortion r esulted, and, consequently, they never show doubling. The only ex­
rcption is, i f whole the stamp is doubled, bnt even then this is more marked at 
th e left of Type A and th e right of Type B. 

This type of " kiss printings" 11ever occurs on i>lates made by the mill and 
die process. These cir cumstances, and the fact that re-entries, fresh entries and 
similar kinds of doublings, characteristic of plates made by the mill and die pro­
cess, never occur on plates made by the Rio Mint process 1 81-89 is the best proof 
that flat dies were used for the transferring of the engravings to the plate. 

There are 20 differ ent designs in the 18 1-89 series and production of the 
plates differ to certain extent with each. 

DDU•lf 
STRIKf 

- - - ------ ------ - - - -·-- - - ----' 

Fig. 12 

III. Catalogue of the Rio Mint 1881-89 stamps 

As all the catalogues are incomplete and partly incorrect, a listing of the 
different stamps of the Rio Mint issues 1881-89 follows: 

Scott No. 

79. 
80. 
81. 

82. 

831. 
83II. 
84. 

89. 
90. 

1881. Dom Pedro "small heads" 

50 r eis blue 
100 r ei olive green (type A & B ) 
200 Teis brown 

1882. New Dom Pedro heads 

10 r eis a) Die 1 black, grey black 
b ) Die 2 black, grey black 

100 r eis a) Die 1 green (type A & B ) 
b) Die 2 green (type A & B ) 

200 r eis brown 

1883. Dom P edro design. New frame 

100 reis lilac 
100 r eis lilac, mauve 
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87. 
87a. 
87a. 
91. 
85. 
85. 

86. 
86. 
88. 
88. 
92. 

93. 
94. 
95. 

1884. Dom, Pedro design and niimerals 

20 re is a) Die 1 bottle green 
b) Die 2 olive green (type A & B ) 
c) Die 3 pale olive green (type A & B ) 

100 reis lilac 
200 reis a) Die 1 mauve pink (type A & B ) 

b ) Die 2 mauve pink (type A & B) 

1884-85. Dom Pedro designs and numeral 

10 reis a) Die 1 orange (type A & B ) 
b ) Die 2 orange (type A & B) 

50 reis a) Die 1 blue (type A & B ) 1884 
b ) Die 2 blue (type A & B ) 1885 

100 reis pale lilac 

1887. Numemls, Southern Cross and Imperial crown 

50 reis blue (type A & B ) 
300 reis dull blue (type A & B ) 
500 reis olive green (type A & B ) 

1888. Numerals and Rio "Sugar Loaf" designs 

96. 100 reis lilac (type A & B ) 
97. 700 reis violet 
98. 1000 reis a) Die 1 blue 
98. b) Die 2 blue 

IV. Conclusion 

"The Rio Mint Process" marks a reversion to an old-time printing process 
that was in use long before the first postage stamps were printed. 

Comparing the mill and die with the Rio Mint process, it is noticeable that 
both have much in common in so far as the treatment of the steel dies and the 
general idea of plate manufacture is concerned. 

Philatelically, however, the difference is great, and the printing plates prro­
duced by both methods are not comparable. Therefore, they cannot be studied in 
the same way. 

It is my opinion that the Rio Mint process is a re-discovery of an old niethod 
of printing, being a precursor of the mill and die process, and out of which the 
latter probably was developed. It is suggested that philatelic handbooks and 
standard works on stamp printing should list this along with the mill and die 
process. 

From 1880 to 1888, the Rio Mint manufactured about 200 million stamps 
with 20 different designs by this method of production. As mentioned in the 
introduction, the firm of Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. produced line-engraved 
stamps for Queensland by the American printing method about this time. TheTe 
is also a hint that stamps of Falkland Islands and Transvaal could have been 
printed from plates made from flat dies. 'rhe author knows of further cases 
where such dies may have been employed. It is possible that here is n new, 
interesting field for students of line-engraved stamps. 

What wa;;; the ''American Process ?'' Am I correct about my theory of a 
different method of stamp production ? I know that my opinions have been 
challenged by some students of line-engraved stamps. I am grateful to the 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST for granting me the opportunity to advance my 
theor~' · It is hoped that further research by others will support my opinions. 
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Boo Ii. Reviews 
B ennnda, '1.'he Pos t Office, I'ostal Mar kings and Adhesive Slnmps by M. H . 
. Ludington. 1962. 283pp. Publisher, Robson Lo>rr, Ltd ., GO Pnll :Mall , r~on­
don , S. W . 1, En gland. Price £8.G/-($23.20). 

When one has waited a long t ime for the appearance oI a work known as 
being· in preparation, it is most gratifyi ng to find it, when finally seen, com­
pletely satisfactory. l\Ir. Ludington has produced a volume r eplete with in­
formation on the postal service and the stamps of Bermuda. 

In Book One, the author traces the development of Bermuda 's postal 
system. From the beginning in 17 -± with an unofficial post started and car­
ried on for many years by the printer fo r the colony; through the first official 
post established by the Act of 1812 ; through the difficult early years with their 
periods of collapse and r egeneration ; through a time of expansion ; and through 
a late period of neg·lect. This is followed by a complete r eorganization made 
with the help of a Post Office Inspector from England , Mr. P ercy Turner, 
\\·hose efforts on behalf of Bermuda 's postal affairs resu lted in the Acts of 1878 
and 1879 which were, by provision, continued in force through 1882 . 

.A the House of Assembly, the legislative body of the Bermudas, in origi­
nating the Post Office Acts, included in each the detail of proceedure, estab­
lishm ent of sub-offices and r eceiving houses, rates of postage, routes for the 
carriers, sa laries and so fo r th, the Acts themselves provide the foundation for 
th e story of Bermuda 's postal system. The Act of 1812 is printed in full in 
the first appendix, and summaries of the Acts and Amem1mcnts from 1813 to 
1879 appear in the text. l\Ir. Ludington compl etes the picture with informa­
t ion from letters by officials, official notices in the newspapers, news items and 
his own valuable comments. 

Probably the phase of Bermuda postal history most fascinating to students 
is concerned with the complications arising from the dates of estab lishment and 
closin g of the r eceiving houses, and in the assignment and r eassignment o[ 
their numeral cancellations. l\Ir. Ludington very ably has unravell ed these 
complications, providing sketch maps showing, after each change made, the 
location oI the receiving offices and the mail routes used at that time. 

Since 18 2, the aut hor states, there has been littl e more than a slight in­
ten·st in th e posta l histon-. llc, ther efore, surveys the years from 1882 to 
1959 in one C' l1 aptcr " ·ith on l.'· the outstanding events chrolliclcd. H e concludes 
Hook One with a <: haptcr on ·' O\'e1·seas Mail Communicatious, J 8-1-2-19.J.8'' nnd 
UllC Oil ' ' Postal r\rrangcments Jot· tl1c Armed For<:cs in Bermuda ." 

Jn the Appcudices to Book One, besides the A ct of 1812 aud Mr. 'l'urner ·s 
lenghth y r eport, there is much material of value given in tabulated or check­
list form: Postmasters ' Annual Returns ; Extracts from the Blue Books of 
Bermuda, 1822-186-± ; Government and Post Office Notices; Postage Rates; 
1 iist of P ost Offices; I.iist of Postmasters, Sub-Postmasters and Receiving House 
Keepers; a11d a list of Som·ces. 

Section Two of Book One is a r eprint, with some minor changes, mostly in 
dates of use, of the author 's excellent former brochure, B erm nda, 'L'he H nnd­
struck Stamps and Cancellations, originally published by Robson Lowe in 1956. 
The tables of " Tentative Val nations" printed in the back of the brochure arc 
omitted here. 

Book 'l'wo of this volume, with the t itle, 'L'he Adhesive Stcimps, is, the 
rrnthor acknowledges, based on II. R. Holmes's book, The Postage Stamps of 
B ernwdci, published in 1932, with added information from the author's own 
collection and the collections of several fellow specialists. There is a vast 
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amount of material here that did not appear in the Holmes book. Each issue 
from the Postmasters' Local Stamps of the stampless period through the com­
memoratives of 1949 is thoroughly described. The author's work on plating 
the "ship" stamps is incorporated in this section. Details of counterfeits are 
given with comparison to genuine stamps. Postal stationery, from the first 
postcards of 1880 through the air letter sheets of 1955, is presented more com­
pletely than ever before. Appendix One of Book Two furnishes a summary 
of printings from 1865 to 1941 with dates received in Bermuda, and Appendix 
Two a checklist of all the issues including essays, proofs and specimen stamps. 

Throughout the volume there are many excellent illustrations; of covers 
with scarce postal markings, of post offices, of portraits of the early postmasters, 
and of the stamps themselves. 

Though additional material, especially in the field of postal history, will 
probably come to light, this excellent volume, clearly the result of careful re­
search, will stand for many years as the definitive work on the Bermuda post 
office, postal markings and stamps. (Pamela Taylor) 

'l'he Postage Stamps Of Great Britain Part II (revised Edition). The Line­
Engraved Issues. Edited by W. R. D. Wiggins and C. Gardiner-Hill. 224 pp., 
11 plates and about 1,000 illustrations. Royal Philatelic Society, 41 Devonshire 
Place, London W. 1., England. Price 42/ ($5.90) 

In a market characterized by a plethora of general catalogues, a book which 
is the culmination of twelve years dedicated labor is almost a rarity. Such is 
this latest addition to the handbooks on the postage stamps of Great Britain 
by the Royal Philatelic Society of J_,ondon, England . 'l.'his Part II completes 
a series that was at one time part of the English translation rights of the Col­
lectors Club to the German "Kohl Handbook." 

This second edition replaces the former Part II with certain modifications. 
'l.'he first edition, the work of J. B . Seymour, out of print for many years, 
included the Embossed and Surface-printed issues of Queen Victoria. Part I, 
completed by Seymour shortly before his death, appeared in 1950. 

Subsequently, when an editorial committee was formed to work on this 
current volume, it was decided that Part II would be limited to the material 
in this volume and the embossed and surface-printed issues would be combined 
with the Edward VII issues to make up Part III. This was published in 195-! 
in the same format as used here. 

Part IV dealing· with the issues of George V followed in 1957, and this 
entire set is now available. 

The editors have done an encyclopedic job, preserv iug Seymour's style 
with its emphasis on clarity of presentation. The chapters on the early history 
of perforating machines and their development is especially well done. What 
might bog down into a dreary recitation of statistics and minutiae comes alive 
under their handling. Noteworthy improvements are apparent in the revised 
chapters particularly in the matter of drawings and illustrations. These have 
been enlarged and placed in immediate relationship with the explanatory text 
and description. These new illustrations are the work of G. V. Eltringham, who 
deserves commendation for the high quality of his work. Another convenient 
addition is the enlarged photograph of Die I and Die II from the corresponding 
plates of Wright and Creeke. 

A welcome addition is the inclusion of two rarity tables. One shows the 
proportionate varieties of the plateable stamps of the One Penny Die I Perfor­
ated. The other presents the numbers of the varieties of the One Penny Die II 
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Alphabet II grouped under the two watermarks and perforations. These tables 
s hould prove a valuable help to serious students of these issues. 

The chapters on th e One P enny Die II, per forated have been completely 
r ewritten, with striking amplification. A considerable amount of material has 
been defined since Seymour's work was completed, and more collections have 
been examined. The various plates arc handled in order, in detail. Here 
again the proximity of text and illustration is very much appreciated. All of 
this is done without losing a single element of the concise, clear style. The 
section on the Protective 0Yerprints is included with only moderate changes 
except fo r the more readable arrangement. 

This is a classic r eborn. Its readability should r ecommend it to any one 
interested in th e stamps of Great Britain. It should prove indispensable for 
any serious student of these issues. (C yril V . Gross, M. D.) 

Congo - Cinquanle Ans d'Hi:strofre Po;;tale (Fifty Years of Postal History) 
by J ea n Dn Four. Publisher, La Revue Postale, 370 Boulevard du Souverain, 
Brussels, Belgium. 507 pages, profusely illustrated and 6 color plates. Paper 
co ver with French text. Price $12.00 

Because General Du Four is without doubt the foremost authority on the 
stamps and postal histor y of Congo, this book has been awaited with great in­
terest by Congo specialists. It is not a catalog, but rather an encyclopedia of 
Congo philately. 

The title is somewhat misleading as practicall y all oC the book is devoted 
to the period 1886 to 1923, which represents what Congo collectors generally 
('Ollsider the period or gr eatest philatelic inter est. Durin g these years, only 
!)2 stamps were issued, but many of the issues had seYcral printings. Thus 
plate Yarietics, perforation and surcharge Yarieties abound. These arc co\·cred 
.in great detail and ar e profusely illustrated. 

Par t I provides a complete, well-illustr ated listing of th ese varieties and 
o[ th e various printing , with a wealth of information about the ·tamps, the 
surchar ges and the postal stationery. 

P art II deals with the postal history: the forerunners, the cancellations 
and other po ·tal markings. It covers paquebot and railway cancels with maps. 
Early air mail routes also arc described. 

In two r espects, the book could have been improved. Thern are six color 
plates illustrating the va rious issues. '!'hey are not good r eproductions and 
the quali ty o[ printing of the color part of these illustrations is poor. The 
maps, \dtil c readable, leave somethin g to be desired . Otherwise, the lH"Odudion 
is excellc11 t. 

This brief review cannot possibly <lo justice to this splendid work. Nor 
ca n it express the years oJ r esearch that went into the preparation of this work. 
General Du Four 's book is required r eading and study for anyone interested 
in the stamp · of Congo. (A rthur I . H eim ) 

S anabi-ia, The World Airmail Catalogue, 1963 Edition. Nicolas Sanabria Co., 
In c., 521 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y ., publisher, Georges A. Medawar, 
Editor. 738 pp. and profusely illustrated. Catalogue Notes and Index 9 pp. 
Price $12.50. 

This specialized air post stamp ca ta log commenced in 1936 under the ed­
itorship of the late Nicolas Sanabria, a leading air mail stamp authority and 
47 



THE COLL:ElCTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 42, NO. 1 
dealer. It appeared every year through 1946 until Mr. Sanabria died. 
Under new editors, both a 1947 and 1948 edition was issued. Then, the 

annual schedule ceased; this catalog came out on a two or three year basis. 
The previous edition is dated 1959-60 and totalled 625 pages. 

The latest edition introduces a new editor and its size has increased to 738 
pages. Also th e former letterpress printing has been discontinued and the 
new one was done by offset. The type is clear and r eadabl e. Unfortunately, 
the illustrations in many instances not only have deteriorated , but many of 
them arc practically indistinguishable. 

The editing and publishing of an air mail stamp catalog ue in 1963 is a fa r 
more difficult task than twenty-five years ago, because the number of stamps 
have more than doubled. 

Furthermore, when the Sanabria catalog· began, there were five or six other 
air mail stamp catalogs published here and abroad. Sanabria remains the only 
survivor, a tribute to this book's standing in aero-philate ly. 

The newest edition has been well handled to a great extent, although there 
are many mistakes and omissions. This is bound to be. The layout in places 
was badly planned for the user's convenience. Take, for example, an important 
country as Uruguay that from 1921 to the present has issued over 250 different 
air post stamps. The country's listing starts on the very bottom of page rather 
than commencing on a new one. This could have been easily overcome. Also 
the illustrations at times are placed too far from the descriptive notes. 'l'his, 
too, need not be. 

Many past mistakes in text notes and information have been con ccted 
with the assistance of twenty-one consultants. ·written aero-philatelic r esearch 
has been consulted and used by the new editor to a greater extent than was 
the practice sin ce Mr. Sanabria's death. The result, of course, shows a great 
forward stride. 

Controversy ovc l' Sanab l'ia prices has existed for year s. Some think that 
many of the minor varieties are priced far too high. Others believe that the 
Sanabria catalog prices generally are a good indication of the air mail market . 
A number of prices have been changed with either incr eases or decreases. No 
question about it, however, many of the "telephone number prices," especially 
for the minor errors of countries as Lebanon, Syria and some of the I1atin 
American eountries arc still in the catalog . It is hard to justify a catalog price 
.of $250, wh en such a stamp se ll s at auction for around $18.50. 

Despite all the af:orementioned faults, on an overall basis tltis <;ata log ma l'ks 
a concrete contribution to philately. Air mail stamps are a very important 
specialty. W er e it not for Sanabria , this field woul d be seYerely handicappc\ l 
without a catalog. 

Looking· at the balance sheet of the assets and liabilities, it is this re\·iewer ·s 
considerate opinion that the former fa l' outweigh the latter. In the field of 
stamp catalogs, Sanabria can be ranked among the better ones. There ar e a 
few superior. But many specia lized sta mp cata logs do not offer the accurate 
information and price guides as this Sanabl'ia book does. ( If. M . G.) 

New Discovery from British Archives on 'l'he 1765 'l'ax Stamps for America. 
Paper bound pamphlet. 27 pages. Published by the American Revenue As­
sociation. Edited by Adolph Koeppel. Copies may be had from Adolph Koep­
pel , 633 Chelsea Rel ., Oceanside, N. Y. for $5.00, postpaid. 

This pamphlet combines, for the first time, all the information now knO\\"JL 
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on th e 1765 Tax Stamps for use in America. A <>Teat deal of information is 
published that was obtained from British r ecords. The sta mps are illustr ated 
with fine photographs. A very complete bibliography of the ma n~· stories an(l 
articles which have appeared in print over the years is in cluded. Anyone who 
is inter ested in these historic stamps should certainl y }1ave a co py of this splen­
did publication . (Ezra D . Cole) 

A 11sfrian Post Offices Abroad, Part 1'wo Austrian Lloyd: Bfock Sea Lines, All 
Lines (1888-191-1) b~· S. D. Tchilinghirian and W . S. J •~. Step lwn. 80 pages, 
profusely illustrated. Published by th e Austrian Rtamp Clnb of C:reat Britain , 
9-t, High Str eet, Aberlour (Banffshire) . Price: $.+.GO. 

The second part of this work continues the study of th e Austrian Lloyd 
I.Ji nes and its role as a ca rrier of the mails. Simil ar in fo rm at to the preceding 
volume, this book, too, is characterized by a wea lth of inform ation presented 
concisely and clea rly. 

The grea ter part of the \\'Ork is taken up, as indicated by the titl e, by a 
study of all the Lloyd lin es between the years 1888 and 1914. Th e former date 
was chosen, because it was when each of the J .. loyd's ships obtained an individual 
datcstamp for cancelling letters mail ed by passengers or dropped into the ship 's 
letter box at ports of call. H erc, too, the many illustrations grea tly enh ance 
the book and give additional meaning to the wealth of facts. 

A worthy companion to Messrs. Tchilin ghirian and Stephen 's fi rst volume, 
this new book can only whet the appetite of philatelists for the succeeding 
Yolnmes, which, it is hoped, will soon be forth coming. ( '1.'homas G. Illcin) 

Encyclopedia of Designs, Engravers, Artists of United States Postage Stamps 
1847-1900 by Les Schriber, Sr. 80 pp. Illustr ated, paperbound . P r ice $2 
obtainabl e from th e author, Box 567, Wall St. Station, New York 5, N. Y. 

This booklet was made into a unit from a series of articles published last 
~·ca r in the monthly magazine, " The American Philatelist." The contents a re 
divided into three parts. 

The first twenty-four pages covers each denomination issued by the United 
States from Scott Nos. 1 to 293, offering some brief but informative notes on 
each stamp 's design. 

P art 2 is titled " Biographies." H ere the author offers a short biograph­
ical sketch of every person associated with a design - the subject-matter of 
the design, the engraver , the designer and the artist who did the original. This 
section is treated in thirty-four pages. 

'!'here are sixty footnotes within Parts 1 and 2 and these form the third 
part of this monograph, covering twenty-two pages. 

Tn an attempt to eva luate this work, one instinctively remembers the long, 
scholarly series th at the la te Claren ce vV. Brazer wrote for th e COLLECTORS 

CLU B PH ILATELIST from 1939 to 1948 on the engravers of U.S. sta mps. Mr. 
Brazer's studies were exhaustive and offer ed much original research. But 
th at work did not touch upon biographies of those who painted the original 
from which a starnp 's design was taken nor the subject of th e design sueh as a 
U. S. President or an American scene. 

Of eourse, this new attempt at an exhaustive encyclopedia cannot offer th e 
depth of research that Mr. Brazer did. The newer author offers digested 
biographical data that seems to include the more pertinent information. For 
one seeking a thumbnail sketch of the designs and design er s of our 19th century 
posta g-e stamps, this booklet is useful. 
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It is iconography, not philately, with many r evelant historical notes added. 
The layout, editing and presentation has a professional look, except for a few 
instances " ·hen some basic rules for book publishing were not followed. The 
printing unfortunately shows a lack of make-ready in many parts due to the 
carelessness of the printer to avoid broken type. The 6-point type for all the 
text running across the page does not make for easy r eading. (JI. M . G.) 

The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following : 

Philatelic Journals. Gift of Mr. Philip Silver. 
'l'li e Postage Stamps of Great Britain, Part Two: Revised Edition. The 

P erforated Line-Engraved Issues. Edited by W. R. D. Wiggins. Pub­
lished by The Royal Philatelic Society London , England. Courtes~· of th e 
publisher. 

Congo, Cinq1wnt e Ans d' Histoire Postale by J ean Du Pour. Editions de la 
Revue Postale, Brussels, Belgium. Gift of the author. (Prench ) 

'l'he 1765 'l'ax Stamps for America, edited by Adolph Koeppel. Published by 
th e Am erican Revenue Association. Gift of the author. 

/lfoll er Briefmark en-Katalog 1963 S chweiz/ L iechtenstein. l\farken-1\ilull er Ag, 
Basel, Switzerland. Courtesy of the publisher. (German) 

Enropa Stamps. American Topical Association, Inc., Milwaukee, \Vis. Cour­
tesy of the publisher. 

Fnn and Profit in Stamp Collecting by Herman H erst , Jr. Publisher , Duell, 
Sloan and P earce, New York, N. Y . Gift of the author. 

Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, Vol. I , 1945. Vol. I , 1949. Vol. 
I , 1952. Vol. I , 1953. Scott Publications, Inc., New York, N. Y. Gift 
of Mrs. Bert S. Taylor. 

Annual R eport of the Board of R egents of the Smithsonian Institiition. U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. Courtesy of the pub­
lisher. 

Catalogo Specializzato dei Francobolli d'Italia e di Tiitti i Paesi Italiani 1963. 
Aldo cl 'Urso Edi tore, Rom e, Italy. Gift of Mr. Stanley R. Rice. (Italian ) 

Bolaffi 1963 Catalogo dei Francobolli Jtaliani. S. C. 0. T ., Turin, Italy. 
Gift of Mr. Stanley R. Rice. (Italian ) 

Michel Briefrnark en !Catalog 1963 Eiiropa. Verlag des Schwanebergcr Album , 
Munich, Germany. Gift of Mr. Stanley R. Rice. (German ) 

llustrowany Katalog Znaczkow Polskich 1860-1961. Biuro vVyclawniczo-Propa­
gandowe " Ruch " , Warsaw, Poland. Gift of Mr. W. Kolakowski . (Polish ) 

Stanley Gibbons' "Simplified" Stamp Catalogue 1963 . Stanle~' Gibbons Ltd ., 
1:,onclon, England. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Philatelic Journals. Gif t of Mr. John H. M. Young. 
Speciale Catalogus 1963 van de Postzegels van N ederland en Overzeese Rijks­

delen. Neclerlandsche Vereeniging van Postzegelhandelar en, 'S-Graven­
hage, Netherlands. Gift of Mr. Johannes de Kruyf. (Dutch ) 

Cntalogus der Poststiikken van N ederland en Overzeese Rijksdelen. Geuzen­
dam 's Postzegelhandel, 's-Gravenhage, Netherlands. 

Sanabria 1963 The World Airmail Catalogne. Ni colas Sanabria Co., Inc ., 
New York, N. Y. Courtesy of the publisher. 

I'liilat elic Societies' l' ear Book 1962-63. British Philatelic Association Ltd., 
l,ondon , England. Courtesy of the publisher . 

Catalogo "Ascher" de Enteros Postales de Chile. Sociedad Filatrlira de Chile, 
8Bntiago, Chil e. Courtesy of the publisher . (Spanish ) 

( Co11tinuecl 011 Page 52) 
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Uncommon 

Of Common 

Use 

Stamps 
What our readers wish to see is a properly used cover having a common stamp that 

catalogs for $10 or less. But on cover this item's value is many tim es the standard cataloa 
price for the stamp off cover, either unused or used. 

You may own such material. Then it is hoped that you will send H to The Editor, 
Collectors Club Philatelist, 22 East 35 Rtrcet, New York 16, N. Y. 

Chinese Treaty Port to the U.S. A. 
Tl1e uncommon use of the common stamp on this cover is that, although 

Yalid for postage only within a restricted area in China, it was accepted by the 
United States Post Office as partial payment of postage from Shanghai to 
New York 

Despite some popular notions to the contrary, the Local stamps of the 
Chinese Treaty Ports did render a valuable postal service, particularly for the 
foreigners resident in China prior to 1897. The Chinese Treaty Port stamps 
were valid franking only within and between the Treaty Ports. Mail sent out­
side of China, franked with Chinese Imperial stamps required foreign stamps. 

The cover illustrated, cancelled '' Chinkiang Postal Service 5 Pl\1 16 De 
95,'' was addressed to the Editor of the cw York vVorld, and was franked 
with a l e Chinkiang Local that carried this to Shanghai. At Shanghai th e 

.. t(), 7 // 

~1' ' 

..: \· 
r l."'\ 

-~/ 

The front of the cover. (Photos by Boutrelle ) 
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Library (Continued from Page 50) 
E ncyclopedia of D esigns, DesignM·s, Engra vers, .Artists of Unit ed Stat es Post­

age Stamps 1847-1900 by Les Schriber, Sr. Reprint from Th e Am eriea11 
Philatelist. Gift of the author. 

Austrian Post Offices Abroad, Part Two, Austrian Lloyd: Black Sea I-1ines, 
All Lines (1 88-191-1: ) by S. D. 'l'chilinghiri an and W . S. E. Stephen. 
Published by The Austrian Stamp Club of Gdeat Britain. Gift of th e 
authors. 

Jlau·aiian Stamps Biography, Nos. 1 and 2, compiled by A. F'. Cooke. Hawaiian 
Gazette Co., J1td. , H ono lulu, Hawaii. Gift of Mr. I. ·willinger. 

A lbrecht's Catalogne 1892-1893. R. P . Albreeht & Co., New York, N. Y. Ci ft 
of Mr. Albert Phi lip Cohen. 

A lbrecht's Ccitalogu c 1895. R. F. Albreeht & Co., Xew York, N. Y. Gift of 
Mr . Albert Ph il ip Cohen. 
;, ... 
' ,. . . 

• I ,I 

The back of the cover showing the Be U. S. Postag e Dues ove r the Chink iang postmark and al so 
the two New York , N. Y. markings. 

cover went to the Imperial Japanese Post Office, was postmarked " Shanghai 
I. J .P. 0. 18 Dec 95,'' and insuffici ency of postage was signall ed by the small 
circular chop " SH T (Shanghai, Taxe ) ,. in th e lower lefthand corner. 

Arriving in New York it went through the Foreign Department ("New 
York F. D. Jan 16 "), then, for checking, to the l\Cail Inspection and Rating 
Division (" New York 1\I. I. & R. 1-16-96 "). Proper postage to the United 
States from foreign countries was then 5c and the correct postage due charge 
was double the deficiency, or lOc. The Inspection Division, however, accepted 
the l e Chinkiang local as partial franking, endorsing the cover ''Collect Postage 
8 Cents" and affixing Sc in U.S. Postage Due stamps, as shown on the back of 
the cover. (William R . Rankin) 
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The Clubhouse 
M eeting of O ctober 17, 1962 

U .S. Postage Stamps, 1847-1867 

Bcl'ore a capacity gathering, Mr. Mortimer L. Ncinken spoke for approxi­
mately two hours. This talk represented more than thirty years of collecting 
and r esearch. The meeting covered twenty years of philately and postal history 
fro m 1 cl:7 through 1 67 . 

.Jli-. Neinken showed twenty frames full of cancellations various r ecuts, 
plate varieties, reliefs, plate cra<:ks, in single stamps, pairs, strips, large blocks , 
Jul l sheets and covers. The fantastic display revealed some of the outstanding 
rarities of this period, many of them from world p rominent co llections such 
as Edward S. Knapp, Steven Brown, Alfred H. Caspary, Judge Emerson and 
many others. The quality o[ the material was far ahead of anything seen in 
i·cce nt yea rs. To mention the outstanding items would take many pages, but 
a few were so important that they must be listed in telling what the collection 
contained. 

Jn the 18cl:7 issue, the Ge stamp was represented by singles and pairs and 
fo ur covers, one Ge stamp with the r ed Binghamton herringbone cancellation , 
another cover with a rare New York and Troy steamboat. Also, one Ge cover 
and a lOc cover with the oval strike of the "steamer G" on the Ge and "steamer 
JO " on the lOc were displayed. 'J'hc 18.il issue, :Mr. Neinken ·s farnrite, had 
many full panes of 100, some of t hem the on l~- ones known, and many sheet 
reconstructions showin g the f'ul l panes, were both in the frames and also shown 
on color ed slides that clea rly depicted the true colors of the various printings. 

To mention a few of the outstanding items in the l e imperl'orates, particu­
larly impressive were the full right pane of plate 1 Late impcr forate and a 
full right pane of p late 2 impel'Joratc. The reconstruction of p late 1 Early 
had both the right and left pane ( the only ones in existence) . A superb copy 
or 7R1E which is the i·a r est of all the imperforate l e sta mps and, according 
to the best au thorities, less than -15 known copies was seen by the large audience 
on a colored slide, the best wa ~r to examine this. 

:Many CO \'e r rarities including Type l a in a strip of three on cover and 
numerous others such as a strip of fou r , l e imperforate with a 12c bisect paying 
a 10<.: rntc to Canada. The 3c and Ge of the 1851 to 18G6 issue wer e represen­
k d by outsta ndin g si ngles and pairs, both on and off eovers. '!'he outstanding 
item or thl' 3c im1H'rfornte was a Jul~- 1, 1 51 fi rs t day eOVl' I' , and or the Ge 
impcrJorat e th e l'arliest kn own date o[ use, also 011 eoYer. 

The lOc 18G5-56 green eon.-isted of all types used, in singles , pairs, strips 
and blocks, one or the world rarit ies being a block o[ eight, showi ng all four 
types in one bl ock. Mr. Neinken sa id there is on ly one other such block in 
existcnee, tu his knowledge showin g all four types. In addition to this, there 
was ;m outstanding color slide showing a strip of three of the lOc including 
the doubl e r ecut 6±Ll (Type cl: ) and a 12c stamp paying the 42c rate to Norway. 

Th e 12c 185G had many beautiful copies with double and inverted transfers, 
pl us exceptional single copies, pairs and one particularly noted a vertical strip 
ol' six and a horizontal block of ten, besides numerous covers, many of them 
combin ations. 

The 1857 issue is another one ·of Mr. Neinken 's -favorites and at least 
se v<' n compl ete panes of 100 were shown. The outstanding item in this group 
was the on ly known pane of 100 showing the rare Type la of which very fe w 
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exist, and also other types in this pane, all of them scarce types including 
Type 3 and Type 3a. This is the only existing pane of 100 and is considered 
among the greatest U. S. rarities. There were superb examples of the le per­
forated with fancy cancellations, blocks, pairs, strips and covers, with all the 
scarce types and recuts in profusion. One of the outstanding covers was six 
single copies of the extremely rare 99R2 with a wide break at the bottom used 
on one cover. This is such a rare cover that, according to all known records, 
less than seven 99R2 's exist on cover. There were some beautiful combination 
covers in this series, many showing Carrier cancellations, foreign rate usages 
and others so numerous as to make these rarities appear rather commonplace. 

The 3c 1857 and the 5c 1857 were shown in profusion on scarce covers. 
One cover with a 5c brown and 30c orange showing Confederate usage was 
outstanding. The lOc green 1857, another long-time favorite of lVIr. Neinken , 
was represented by all the scarce types on many outstanding covers including 
Territorial, Trans-Atlantic and Trans-Pacific usage, and one cover having six­
teen stamps in strips paying the $1.60 rate in postage used to Shanghai, China. 

The 12c stamps were represented with singles, pairs and covers from plate 
1 and 3 with foreign mail and in combination with other stamps on cover. 
The 24c, 30c and 90c were likewise represented. One cover had a very excep­
tional copy of the 24c plus a le paying the postage to Great Britain with a 
carrier fee. 

There were items showing the Confederate usage which are extremely rare. 
The 90c 1860 was represented by a used block of five. One of the outstanding 
pieces in the entire display was a complete pane of 100 of the le 1861 sup­
posedly the only one in existence. 

One other unusual item was a cover with three Ge buffs paying the 15c 
rate to France; 5c buffs on cover are extremely scarce and three on one cover 
is certainly a great rarity. 

During the meeting, :Mr. Neinken many times referred to his friend, the 
late Morris Fortgang, who collaborated with him in plating the le 1851 and 
le 1857 stamps. lVIr. Fortgang was a keen student with a highly-trained mind 
and a photographic memory of the 2,400 plate positions in these two stamps. 
He could plate by memory all the major varieties and some of the minor ones. 
Some of the great discoveries in plating were due to lVIr. Fortgang 's ability. 

At the close, lVIr. Neinken g·ave great credit to his teacher, the late Stanley 
B. Ashbrook and, in the final analysis, it appears that lVIr. Neinken has learned 
his lessons very well indeed. 

The meeting extended past 10 o'clock and represented one of the finest 
displays of United States the Club has witnessed in many sessions. 

(Howard Lehman) 

Meeting of November 7, 1962 

Sublime And Ridiculous 

Sublime and Ridiculous was the title of the program presented by Mrs. 
Louise Boyd Dale at the regular meeting of the Collectors Club on November 
7th, 1962. 

Her introductory address dealt with some of the highlights of the philatelic 
career of Jean de Spera ti, and the notoriety resulting from the court cases held 
in France which made his products known generally to philatelists. 

Mrs. Dale pointed out that it was not against the French law to make 
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artistic reproductions and to sell them as such, Sperati signed each of his on 
the back in soft pencil. The first lawsuit came about when Sperati sent ap­
proval sheets of his wares through the mails to Portugal. The French customs 
authorities inspected the package and expressed the view that the contents were 
dutiable. Sperati proved in court that the merchandise had been made by him 
and thus was not dutiable. This evidence led to a further prosecution by the 
French Government. 

Finally the British Philatelic Association acquired Spera ti 's remaining 
stock o [ r eproductions, negatives, paper and the records of his life's work. The 
results of the study of this vast accumulation were published by the British 
Philatelic Association in a well documented and illustrated text. Mrs. Dale 
used this work as the basis for her lecture, which was illustrated by color slides. 

Each slide showed a genuine stamp and a comparison copy of one of 
Spera ti 's " Masterpieces" from his "Philatelie d' Art" collection. For this 
evening's presentation Mrs. Dale selected for discussion some of the remarkable 
reproductions of British Columbia d'; Vancouv er Island, Gibraltar, Gold Coast, 
Lagos, Jl1alta, Newfoundland, Argentina, Buenos Aires issues, German States 
and Switzerland. 

As the lecture progressed, it was evident that the speaker had made a 
meticulous study of the stamps displayed. As she went along', she indicated 
the minute differences by which it was possible to detect the reproductions 
from the originals. 

:M:ost of S perati 's "works of art" were produced by photo-lithography, 
c\·cn when engraved stamps were simulated. For example, Mrs. Dale showed 
the first issue of Newfoundland which is engraved, and drew attention to the 
''flatness '' of the reproductions. This latter was a clue that, when studied 
more intently, led to the discovery of other minor differences such as broken 
letters, additional dots of color where they should not be and in some cases less 
white background than in the originals. 

'l'he Gibraltar 1886 1 shilling was made from the Bermuda 1 shilling stamp 
overprinted "GIBRALTAR" in black. The copy that was exhibited demon­
strated that the paper and overprint were genuine, but the basic design of the 
stamp was not. This creation was made by the chemical removal of the basic 
design from a more common stamp of the series, at the same time preserving 
the paper aml the overprint, and, subsequently reproducing the design of the 
scarce 1 shilling denomination. 

Among other stamps exhibited and discussed were British Columbia & 
l'o ncon i· cr Island 1865 5c rose impcrforale with " PA ID " in oval in blue can­
n·llation, the original of which \\"HS on cover; also the 10c blue imperforatc 
with · ' 35 '' numeral cancel, the comparable genuine stamp being on a large 
part ol" a "Welts Fwrgo" 3c envelope with the United States :Jc and 5c stamps. 
Both oi these pieces are indeed ''sublime.'' 

'l'he Gold Coast stamp was the rare 1889 20s green and i·ed. 'l'he Biienos 
Aires 1p blue tete-beche pair was evidence that Sperati was a master craftsman, 
as was his production of the Bai:ariCl 1 kr black tete-beche pair, and the Switzer­
land Geneva 1843 10c, yellow green double, the right and left halves, and the 
1819 4c black and reel coat of arms type. 

Mrs. Dale explained in detail every one of some fifty slides that she had 
specially prepared for this show, and described to the audience the finer tech­
nical points of difference between the "sublime" and "ridiculous" in regard 
to the paper, printing, impression, varieties of the stamps and also the cancel­
lations of which Sperati produced several hundreds. 

Pages from the British Philatelic Association "Spera ti " publication were 
mounted in the wall frames and on each page the authentic stamp (as shown 
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on the slides) was affixed vis-a-vis the text and illustr ation of the reproduction. 
An additional philatelic treat was provided by selected pages from lVIrs. 

Dale's collection of Newfoundland ''scarlet vermilion '' issues which were dis­
played in the frames and included examples of the 4p, 6p, 1sh and 1sh, bi­
secfrrf n II used rPl covers, n bJut th e finest copies ever seen. 

"When our President presented Mrs .. Dnle with the usual Club 's Certificate 
of Appreciation he voiced the sentiments of the nudience in expressing his 
thanks for an unusunl and outstnnding educa tion al d iscou rse of such a high 
order.. ( Ethel Harp e1·.) 

Meeting Of November 21 , 1962 

Topical Collecting 

While the combination of bad weather and the Thanksgiving B,·e date no 
doubt kept some members from attending the November 21st meet in g, those 
who were present found the exhibitions presented quite varied and repre­
sentative of outstanding topical collections. 

Allen H. Seed, J r. acted as master of ceremonies, and he had selected five 
exce ll ent collections, all of which had won awards at various topical exhibitions. 

First to speak was Robin Crowley, who showed the Luxembourg section of 
his collection of " Europa on Stamps." H e discussed the origin of the subject, 
its ramifications and num erous items of interest pertaining to it. l\fr. Crowley 
explain ed that " Europa" is a concept, not a stamp design, dating from the 
sign ing of. th e Benelux Treaty, and indica ted that there is n certa in selectivity in 
the items to be included in such n coll ection. 

An rx tremcly interesting sidelight of the subjec:t is the " t•; uropa School'' 
in Luxembourg. This was originally started when a number of civil servants 
from many countries were quartered there in connection with the coal and steel 
industry 's activities. Schools >vere required for the many young children and 
the group undertook this work on their own, starting with four teachers. Today 
there are 1,000 pupils in the school and its graduates may enter any university. 
These students ar e educated to be Europeans rather than nationals. 

lVIr. Seed then pointed out the 1962 Topex Grand Award winner, the insect 
collection of Mrs. Dorothy P errin who wa s unable to be present. This was a 
beautifully annotated presentation which would have been a real joy to any 
zoologist in its detail and clarity. 

H e also asked the audience to study the two frames of map stamps pre­
sented by Mrs. Virginia W ickenden of. California. This was another beautifull y 
simple presentation , and in clud ed two interesting hand-drawn maps by l\Irs. 
vVickcnden. Mr. Secll also comm ented that this collector had recent ly sub­
mitted a stamp design for a U. B. comm emorative whi ch he felt had goot l 
chances for adoption and use. 

The second spea ker of th e evening was Mrs . Margaret llackelt with hel' 
"Stag·c Coaches on Stamps." lVIrs. Hackett went into considerab le deta il as 
to the origin of stage coaches and their effec:t upon t he general econom.'·· She 
commented on stage stops, the deve lopmen t of mail servi ce conditioned by th e 
states of the roads, the improvements in coaches, postal routes and deliveries 
over the yea r s. lVIrs. H ackett illustrated her talk with pictures, early stampless 
covers and many stamps. Her presentation was not only interesting and 
factual , but indicated clearly how philateli c a topical col lection can be. 

L eonard H eini's collection was an assortment of. pages from his " Foreign 
Misccl lanea on Stamps" and included foreign stamps with the same design 
as U. S. stamps, advertising on stamps a nd a full sheet of the stamps issued 
by Italy to commemorate a flight from Rome to Chicago for the Century of 
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Progress. Jn this last co1111 cctio 11 , his collection a lso included an interesting 
eo,·e r signed by 1"11e Jtalian aviatol' , Ucnern l Balbo and sent to the Italian 
.Arnbassad01· in this connt1·y at the time of the Chicago Fair. i\Ir. Heim "::; 
p1·csentation was very n1l'ied , with items interestingl.' · annotated. 

}[r. Seed then discussed his own prcsenta ti on of '" i\Iap Stamps., \\·hi ch 
l'ca tured some stamps of Brnzi l including a pneumatic post sheet which he 
eonsiders unique. His 189!) "Clipperton Island " locals were another unusual 
item. J\[r. Seed remarked that in his opinion, topical s was a "change of pace " 
type of col lecting, and could be ver.'· ref reshing· \\·hen one had reached a point 
of stagnation in one's philatelic interests, citing that his 1.:. S. map stamp 
t·ollection was an offshoot of his regular l. R. stamp interest. 

vVith what appeared to be a small twinkle in his c,rn, l\Il'. Scccl ca ll ed [or 
his last speaker, Dr. Snufflegrass. The good doctor did not appear. Mr. Seed 
then l'emoYed the paper from a frame that had been eovet·ed during the entire 
111ceting-, arousing the audience's curiosity. H e disp layed what might well 
become a new idea in topieals - album pages printed before the stamps are 
issued. 'l'his complete collection on the subject of' "Water Skis on Stamps" 
t·ontained two stamps. But it had pages reserved for issues from such countries 
as Togo, San l\Iarino, Paragua~-, Bhutan, Mongolin and l\fonaco . vVas he 
kicllling ? ( Beatrice B ern er) 

New Members 

Th e f ofl owiuy lw t• c 111whf ied for me111 bcrship in 'l'h e Collectors Cl1tb and 
liar r ben1 !111fy C'lcclecl by th e Board of Gol'eniors . 

.J.870 Henri Sehiller, Paris, France. Coll ects 1Lexico . 

.J.871 Hobert r\ . Siegel, White Plains, KY. Collects Postal Histor~· . 

.J.872 Ri chard Schwartz, Rinr Edge, K J . Collects L"nited States, Carriers, 
Locals . 

.J.873 Bdwin C. Buxbaum, "Wilmington, Dela . Collects Ureece, Vatican, Israel. 

.J.874 Peter B. Bulkley, vVa:<nesburg, Pa. Collects Italian Al'l'ica , Ethiopia, 
Ital~-, Bahamas. 

.+875 Fred ·wanderer, Portland, Ore. 
ica , German~· . 

Collects South America, Central Amer-

.J.876 .Antonio ]_,eal de :;\Iaga Iha cs l\Iacedo, Rio J aneirn, Brazil. Col lee ts Brazil, 
Great Britain . 

..J.877 Oliver B. Johnston , Los Angeles, Calif. Collects British Colonies, Ureat 
Britain, Canada. 

-+878 Samuel B. Frank, l\L D., Mamaroneck, :N. Y. Collects Great Britain 
embossed ReYenues. 

-±879 Harold II. J. Erickson, Syracuse, N. Y. Collects Japan, Finland , Phila­
telic Literature . 

..J.880 Edward l\f. Passano, Baltimore, Md. Collects mint stamps of the vVorld . 
-±8 1 \\Taltet· Bjork, New York, N. Y. Col lects Anglo-Boer ·war, l\Iilitary oE 

Eg~·pt, Rudan, East J\ frican :F'orces. 
-t882 ·w. Ray Radford, Vaneou,·er, \Vash. Collects Canada, ·washington Ter­

ritorials. 
.J.883 l\Iichael J. Barie, nrtroit, l\[ieh . 
.J.88.f Franklin 0 . .IJa\'is, Yardle,\-, Pa. 

foberia, China. 

Collects France . 
Collects United States, Tibet , ~~·assa , 

-J.885 Col. Henry H . Rogers, Baltimore, 1\id. Collects Liberia, Triangle of 
vVorld , General to 1920 . 

.J.886 Kel I» Sh l'yoc, Fort \Vorth , Tex. l'ol lects l\Iexico . 

.J.887 Jay Tebo, Salem, l\Iass. Collects united States, Philatelic Literature. 
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-1888 
-1889 

-1 90 
-1891 
-1-892 
-1:893 

4:89-1 

4895 

'l'. N. l\Iehta, New Delhi, India . Collects India. 
Ronald Albert George Lee, London , England. Collects Great Britain, 
Cape of Good Hope, Gambia , St. Lucia, St. Helena , Ch il e, Ceylon. 
Alan c+. l\fcKanna , 'l'oronto, Canada. Coll ects France. 
ni lbert A. Wehr, Owings l\Iills, Md. Collects World. 
George A. P etreshock, \Vestville, N. J. Coll ects Cana<la , Bor Scouts. 
Edward K. Foster, Luthervillc, Md. Coll ects Uni ted States commemor­
atives, Rockets, Space. 
Fred F . Seifert, .Albuquerque, N. Mex. Collects British \Vest Indies, 
Postal History . 
.Albert Hedley Stokes, Toronto, Cana<la . Col lects JugoslaYia, China, 
Netherlands. · 

1963 PROGRAM OF MEETINGS 

January 9th 

January 16th 

February 6th 

February 20th 

March 6th 

March 20th 

April 3rd 

April 17th 

May 1st 

May 15th 

June 5th 

September 18th 

October 2nd 

October 16th 

November 6th 

November 20th 

December 4th 

December 18th 

- ANNUAL 111EETING 

- Was hi11 gton Philat elic Society 

- Pa11am.a. Stamps 'Csed Before Th e R epublic- John 
N. Myer 

- Philatelic Foundation 

- essay Proof Society- Jo seph E. R eini s 

- Kingdom of Poland 1860-1870- Mirko Bojanowicz 

- Confederate States Its Postal History- Dr. Ludw ig 
Simon 

- ANNUAL COMPETITION 

- Indian Feudatory States- H. D. S. Haverbeck 

- Postal History Society of the Americas- Dr. Wm. 
R einer-Deuls<'h 

- Great Britain- Wallace K nox 

Summer Recess 

- France & Colonies Phila t.elic Society 

- New York Postmaster Proeisionals- John R. Boker, Jr. 

- Tra ns Atlantic Co r·ers 1851-1875- Melvin Schuh 

- American tamp Dealers' Association 

- U. S Postmaster Provisionals- John Pope 
- i\!lemphis Postmaster Pro vis ionals- Mrs. John Pope 

- Air Mails- H enry M. Goodkind 

- Board of Governors- Open Ho use 
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We are philatelic auctioneers 
and specialize 
in providing 
a competitive market 
for stamp collections 
and other philatelic properties 

Over 30 years experience 
assures the maximum 
in results 

Your inquiry is welcome 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC. 

Serving American Philately Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

ROOM 708 £ Tel.: JU 2-2393 

!!lJ:lt:lt:lt:IClClctl:IClctClClClctClClClctClctctctClctClctCll:!Clctt:IClClctctClClClClctClctClctClctClctClctClctClClClct!Xb:: 
SCOTT'S l\'IONTHLY STA1'1P JOUllN1\L 

•• o -r -r ·s 
5 c "" 

This prominent philatelic publication is a must if you 
wish to keep your catalogue up-to-date and stay 
abreast of new issues. Each issue carries the Scott 
Chronicle of New Issues - a catalogue supplement 
which li sts stamps issued after publication of the 
latest Scott Catalogues . In addition , there are illus­
trated articles, stamp facts , price change informa­
tion , book news and stamp world miscellany. 

A one year subscription to Scott 's Monthly Stamp Journal costs only $4. 
A three year's su bsc ri ption is only $11 . (In Canada add 50 ¢ a year for 
postage; in other cou ntries add $1 a year for postage.) 

r--------------------------------~ 
I Please enter my 1 yr. D 2 yr. D 3 yr. D subscription to Scott's Monthly Stam p I 
I Journal. My check D or money order D in the amount of $ is enclosed . I 
I I 
I N ame I 
I Address I 
I City Zone State I 
I SCOTT PUBLICATIONS INC., 1255 Portland Pl. , Boulder, Colorado I 
L--------------------------------~ 
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THE B. N. A. M ARKET 

If you wish to keep informed on 

t he curre n t market for B. N. A. 

s tamps, we suggest a subscription 

to Catalogs and Prices Realized 

for our a uctions 

2 Years - $5.00 

JARRETT AUCTIONS 

\\-e have a few found copies of th e 

8 Jarrett Sales with Prices Real-

ized 

Price : $10.00 

• 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington W , 

Toronto , Canada 

Ph. Empire 4-6003. Cables: Sistamp, Taranto 
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1111 E R R 0 R S 1111 

illi T 0 p I C A L S lill 
, , W c are special ists in errors of ,., 

111

1 many co untries - On hand, one of llll 
1 

the finest stock of Errors of Topicals , 
,., - P roofs, Essays, Arti st Drawin gs, etc. :•: 

1111 May we have yo ur wants? 1111 

Th e following are just a few sponta-
' • n eou s letters from our customers- '' 

1111 
s pec ialized in one or other fi e lds . !Ill 

\Ve are happy and proud when our 
:•: personalized service is successful or :•: 

appreciated. 

1111 
. . . ]\[any thanks to you that I 1111 

could purchase last year a number of 
beautiful stamps on your fri e ndly 

'" terms. J. K . (Calif.) 

1 

.. 

1

.

1

.

1 1111 

... May I express my gratitude for 
the way you do business and all the 
kindness you have s hown me! Y. S. 

'" (Fla. ) '" 

1
'111 . . . \Ve both hit the jackpot on 1111 

your shipment of August 11th. I had 

• • ~~ask;~P s~11·~ ~~a~h~~1 '01~~c~~~~11.f11tiav! ·" 
'1111 the that I did not bother to list 1111 

it and lo, you send it to me. 
:•: H. B. (Del.) '" 

1111 S. Serebrakian, Inc. 1111 

Headquarters for Errors & Topicals 

1111 P. 0 . B. 448, M onr oe, N. Y. 1111 .. .. 
·:-: :-: :-: :-: :-:~ :-: - :·: ~··· 
THE EARLY ST AMPS 0 F 
VENEZUELA ON COVER 

1871 5c Escuelas golden yellow firs t 
issue second setting 29 Jul 1872 
cancelled with c. d. s. of La 
Gulara .... ............................... $70.00 

1874 lR 12 Jun 1875 tied by Valencia 
oval in black .......... .. .. ....... $28.00 
lR from Consejo 15 Apr 1875 
with inverted overprint. Cancel­
led with Manuscript wavy lines 

$16.00 
lR from Altogracia de Ortico 3 
Jun 1876 with inverted overprint. 
Cancelled by "Correos" in Man-
uscript .................................. .... $14.00 

1876 Two single 'hr 11 Aug 1877 can­
celled with oval Valencia $32.00 
'hr 1·5 Nov 1876 cancelled with 
La Guiara negative seal in black 

$38.00 
'hr from Victoria 18 Nov 1877 
cancelled with old rate marking 
"3" in black ..................... $28.00 

1 79 5c yellow 18 Jun 1879 cancelled 
with La Guiara c.d.s . in black 
a nd poss ibly the earliest known 
date ...................................... $50 .00 
5c yellow from Victoria 30 l\far 
1 80 cancelled with l\Ianuscript 
"Y" in violet . .. ... . .. ...... $16.00 
5c orange 19 Jul 1880 cancelled 
with La Guiara c.d.s . .... $28.00 

J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

ENGLAND 
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W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LTD. 

The Leading London firm for CLASSICS AND RARE ST AMPS 

OF THE WORLD. 

Interesting Covers of all Countries. 

Proofs, Color Trials and Essays, 

Auction Buying Service 5o/o 

(All European Auctions Covered). 

O VER 70 years experience enables us to 
d iscuss with autho rity the stam ps of all countri es . 

W. E. LEA (PHILATELISTS) LTD. 
446, Strand, 

London, W. C. 2, England 
WANTED 

UNITED STATES 
FOREIGN 

Stamps and Covers 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
KNOWLEDGE 

+ 

EXPERIENCE 

DOLLARS SAVED 

EZRA D. COLE 

NYACK , N . Y. 

Telep ho ne 914 Elmwood 8-0964 
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AIRMAIL 
NEW ISSUES 

For years we have specialized in 
supplyin g a irmail new issues. Our ser· 
v ice is tailored to suit the needs of 
each i ndividual customer. Whether the 
airmail stamps of the whole world or 
of only a few countries are required 
we can supply them. Each monthly 
n ew issue d istribution is accompanied 
by a copy of our "Topical Notes" 
(samples sent free on request). See 
for yourself how much you will save. 
No po stage values. 

APPROVALS FOR 
THE SPECIALIST 

We carry a comprehensive stock of 
Air Posts of the World and welcome 
want li sts for sets and individual 
items. Many errors and varieties are 
always available. 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc. 
Georges A. Medawar, Pres. 

521 Fifth Ave. New York 17, N. Y. 

~DPOOOODPOQQOt:fQQQQOQQapapt,.: 
For 

Covers, 

Cancellations 

and 

Specialist Material 

of 

Any Country In The World 

• 
G . S. MANNERS 

46 lverna Court 

London, W. 8 England 
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Zeppelin - Balbo - Vatican 

ITALY #C42-47 Zeppelin set, 
mint $12.00 

ITALY #C48-49 Balbo tryptichs 
mint 14.00 

CYRENAICA #C12-17 Zeppelin 
set, mint 6.50 

TRIPOLITANIA #C21-26 Zep-
pelin set, mint 6.50 

TRIPOLITANIA #C38-42, CEl-2 
flown sp. pmk. _______ ........ P.O.R. 

VATICAN CITY #C16-17 Tobias 
FDC ..... ____________________ ..... ------ ..... 170 .00 

VATICAN CITY #C22-23 Dome I 
FDC Reg. 45.00 

VATICAN CITY, 1st Fl ight 
s ince open. P.O. 5.ao 

VATICAN CITY 1930 Pan-
Am erican Flight P.O.R. 

" Fabulous assortme11t o f 

7, e p pel i 11 corers" 

Penny Black Stamp Co. A, 
P.O. B ox 57, Dumont, N. J. 
S. L. BA.YER , P rop. Est. 1912 
! ................................................................................. ; 
T ! 
r . . POST AL HISTORY • ~ 
I t 
f Our Postal H istory auctions, held 11t i 
! regular intervals, contain just about every- t 
T
T thing other than adhesives as listed by ~.: 
T regular catalogues. 9 

! Individual scarce covers, specialized f 
T collections of historical material , Reve- ! 
! nues, scarce postal stationery, and usually T 
f a nice lot of philatelic literature. ! 
I + i If you are interested in adding un- I 
i usual pieces to your collection, be sure i 
f to drop us a line for a copy of the f 
' next POSTAL HISTORY AUCTION c11ta- • 
I logue. You will be intrigued by the I 
i variety of material offered. i 
t + i You will also find our stock of POSTAL ! 
; STATIONERY extensive, and we will be i 
t glad to quote on individual items or f 
! extensive collections of most countries. I 
+ + 
! HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. ! 
+ + 
! 23 North Santa Anita , Pasadena , Calif. • 
t + ! PS: We also hold regular auctions of ! 
f adhesives, too! f 
1 ................................................................................. 1 
The pricelist of true stamps 

1963 iss u e: 25c ( Refundable ) 

WE APPRAISE AND BUY 

ST AMPS & COLLECTIONS 

ALEX S JULIARD 
ERYN MAVV-R PENNSYLVA NIA 
Gunther Collection 
We have just purchased the fabu­

lous Gunther Collection, cataloging 
over a quarter of a million dollars. 
In the 36 bulging volumes there are 
over 150,000 different stamps, world­
wide, 1840-1961, in exceptional con­
dition. 

We are prepared to fill want lists 
submitted by serious collectors, and 
can supply many exceptionally diffi­
cult items on approval. Prices are in 
line with t he current market - do 
not expect us to f urnish "hot" items 
such as E uropa, Malaria, Berlin, topi­
cal sets and recen t new issues at small 
fractions of retail. The collection does 
include these stamps, and if you arc 
genuinely interested, we will be glad 
to supply at fair prices. 

Your want list is r espectfu lly re­
quested. Since there is only one copy 
of most stamps, lists will be serviced 
on a first come, first served basis. 
References, of course, if you are not 
known to us. 

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO. 
Established 1893 

45-X Bromfield Street ~ 
Boston 8, Massachusetts ~ 
63 



THE COLLECTORS CL . D PHILATELIS T , VOL. 42, NO. 1 
IF YOU ARE 

BUYING 
you may be interestPd in 
our uniqu e auction servicP. 
London sales !'Omprise Grea t 
Britain, Bri ti sh E mpire and 
other co untri es with onl y 
the mo st <·a rdull y splected 
properti es. These sal es arf' 
of parti cular interest to tlw 
speciali st and advanced col· 
lector. Postal Hi story Au!'· 
li ons are al so h eld in Lon­
don - we make a special 
fea ture of th ese unusual 
sal es. Mater ial of a more 
general nature is, h owever, 
offered th rough our popular 
monthl y sales at Bourne­
m outh. 

Our auction ca taloques, wi th detailed cl e­
sc r·iptions, acc urn te ,·alua ti ons a ncl profuse 
illustrat ions (often in colour ) are 'known 
to be th e b e.~l ·in t l1 e world. \ :Ve shall be 
happy t o se nd you a sa mple copy if you 
kt us know in which co untries vou ur·c in ­
tC'res ted. Detail s of our subscription i·ates 
\\'ill also he fonntrdecl on i·equest. 

ATTRACTIVE COLLECTIONS 
ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE FOR 

SALE INTACT 

F or the peciali st " ·ho cloes not have tin1C' 
to sea rch endlessly fo r his req ui rements 
( elusfre or otherwise) " ·e ha·rn devised '"L'hC' 
Busy B uyC' r"s Senice"-please write fol' de­
tu ils. 

IF YOU ARE 

SELLING 
you cannot do b elier than 
l earn about our internati on­
al organi sati on. A copy of 
ou.r current " R eview" w ill 
be sent if yon would li f.·p 
full details of ou.r business 
and terms of sale. 

BUY AND SELL 
WITH SATISFACTION 

thro11gh 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 Pall Mall, London, S. W . I ., 

England 
Ca bles : " Stamps, London, S . W . 1" 

When replying to this advertisement please 
mention that yo1t saw it in "The Collectors 
Club Pliilat elist." 
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CAPE OF 

GOOD HOPE 

1855 Id deep rose red. A 

s uperb fresh mint block 

of 6, wmk. normal $490. 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

New lands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collectin g and 
as long as you have fun with yo ur 
stamps. But when you get tired of a 
coll ecti on b ecause it has r eached its 
goal, wh en yo u want to start in another 
phi lateli c fi eld, do not h esi tate to dis­
po se of the " fini sh ed" collecti on. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
fund s for purchases in your new fi eld. 
W hen you decide to sell, talk with a 
deal er whom you have tru sted with 
you r purchases. H e is the right man to 
sell for you the items h e has once sold 
to yo u. W e are always happy when we 
can give advice and h elp of this kind. 
Co nta ct u s when the time is ripe and 
we will do our b est to arrange a sati s­
factory sale of your material, e ither 
b y private sale or b y auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO. 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-b745 

Cable Address: Mercstamp Newyork 



AT LAST. . .THE ALBUM YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR! 

WITH SPACES FOR MORE 
THAN 60,000 STAMPS; 
42,500 ILLUSTRATIONS 

-i~GREAT NEW 

UITATION 
Long awaited by stamp collectors every­

where . . . the perfect album for a truly 
exciting and rewarding world-wide collection. 
And here it is, at last . . • the great, all-new 
CITATION . . . world's largest capacity loose­
leaf volume for postage stamps of the world. 
The CITATION was personally compiled and 
edited by H. E. Harris, whose fabulous knowl­
edge and experience, gained through nearly 
half a century of profound dedication to the 
stamp hobby, are dramatically reflected in his 
creation of th is superb new album. 

The CITATION is positively unmatched for 
quality, value and timeliness .•• completely 

..-----------------------,modem and up to date ••• the 
These exciting features are yours in the new CITATION: sensational "last word" in world­
• Scientifically designed . . . illustrations for nearly all of the stamps 

you're likely to own or acquire • · . . plus properly-placed blank spaces. 
• Extensively, beautifully illustrated . . . virtually eliminating the need 

for costly "standard catalogs" for identification purposes. 
• The most complete easy-to-understand compilation of helpful and valu-

able information ever published in any stamp album, including: 
• Illustrated World-Wide Stamp Finder, quickly identifies all stamps. 
• Stamp Collector's Dictionary, defines words pertaining to philately. 
• "How to Collect Stamps,'·' a trustworthy guide for all collectors. 
• U. S. Stamp Identifier, tells rare stamps from common "look alikes." 
• Plus many other features .. . and fascinating innovations too! 

• A supply of "Speed-rille" blank pages and gummed country titles. 
• luxurious, heavy-duty, loose-leaf post binder ... rich maroon and gold, 

covered in soil-proof, wear-resistant vinyl . .. PLUS revolutionary new 
mechanism allowing pages to lie open with maximum possible flatness! 

• Profusely illustrated CITATION supplements will be issued annually. 

wide alb11ms. 
Read about its many outstand­

ing features and you'll surely 
agree . .• the CITATION gives 
you more spaces, more illustra­
tions, more of everything you 
want, than albums selling at 
$19.95 and up! 

ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE! The CITATION is GUARANTEED to surprise and delight you in every 
respect, or you may return it within ten days for a full refund. 

H.E.HARRIS & CO. BOSTON 17, MASS. 



IN FEBRUARY 

••• on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, the 18th, 19th and 20th we 

will have pleasure in offering "The United States Sale of the Season", 

containing four important collections from private sources. Quality 

items, rarities, exceptional covers and Confederate States abound . 

• . • on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, the 2bth, 27th and 28th, 

Classics notably Spain and Saxony will vie with Air Post issues and 

specialized China for attention. 

The fully illustrated auc:tion c:atelogues 

ere gratis on request. 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
The International Stamp Auc:tioneers 

b West 48th Street, New York lb, N. Y. 
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