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As Poland freed itself from Hit- of a post office. Help often came 
ler's occupation, the time was not from pre-war postal supplies and 
favorable for creating new postal equipment preserved in hiding by 
items. The reborn Polish nation former Polish postal workers thru-
was emerging amid ruins and grave- out the occupation, often at the risk 
yards after five years of occupatio~ of their lives. 
by the Hitlerites and their effort,, Since stamps were lacking, post-
at extermination. al fees were collected in cash and 

An administration was slowly indicated on the covers with appro-
reconstructed, and for the time bl!- priate rubber stamps or by hand. 
ing was limited to the area later This was in accord with postal re-
called Lublin-Poland. The Vistula gulations, confirmed in Line 4 of 
front was quiet in order to regrour the Directives of the Department of 
and prepare the armies for a conti- Communication, Posts and Tele­
nued drive to the west and the vie- Telegraphs, dated August I, I 944, 
torious planting of the red & white titled " Reactivation of Posts, Tele-
banner on the Victory Column in graphs and Telephones in the Lib-
Berlin. erated areas of Poland." (Gazette 

The postal network had to be of the Ministry of Posts and Tele­
totally reorganized in the liberated graphs, o. l, I 945, Line 4 ). 'l'hl! 
areas. It was necessary, often with directive stated: "Until new Polish 
great difficulty, to find quarters in stamps are issued, postal fees are 
place of those that had been des- to be collected in cash and entered 
troyed, to improvise postal commu- in the cash journal." 
nications because of the lack of The Directorate of the Depart-
tramport and to obtain furnishing~ ment of Communication, Posts and 
and equipment. There was a neetl Telegraphs, guided by understand• 
for stamps, postal stationery, dateL; able considerations, decided that 
and canceller,s all indispensable for the remaining stocks of occupation 
the normal day to day operation stamps would not be " Polonizcd'' 
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Fig. 1 

and ordered postage stamps from The cards were authorized by the 
fo1lowing document, of which a 
handwritten copy is to be found in 
the Museum of Posts and Telecom · 
munications in Wroclaw (inventory 
I 0. 5057): 

the Soviet Stamp Printing Works 
'·GOZ 'AK'. in Moscow. Daily 
needs and delays in obtaining sup­
plies from Moscow forced the De­
partment of Communication, Posts 
and Telegraphs to issue in Septem­
ber, 1944. a series of definitive 
stamps c·Heroe,;·· s~ries) and a se-
ries of postal cards consisting of 
overprints on illustrated cards is­
sued ov. 11, 1938 on th~ 20th 
anniversary of Poland regaining it's 
independence. (Fig. I). 

In the fall of 1944, the followin6 
postal rat::s were in effect: 
a. Stamped posLal cards . 0.25 zl. 
b. Letter rate, first 20 f!. .. 0.50 zl. 
c. registration fee, additional I . zl. 

The "Heroes" set of three stamps 
was printed in Lublin by J. Pietrzy­
kowski and corresponded to th:: ef­
fective ratrs. The surcharged post­
al carc:ls also were in accord with 
the rates. 
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'Polish ational 
Liberation Committee 
Department of ational 
Administration & Finance 

.F. 35/44 Lublin 21.YIII.1944 
To the Directorate of Posts and 
Telegraphs in Lublin: 

The postal cards issued in 1939 
and being held for disposition by 
the Department of ational Admi­
nistration and Finance, namely 
56,000 with a nominal value of 15 
grosze and 1,477 of 30 gr., are to 
be delivered to a print shop for sur­
charging with a new value of 25 gr. 
at the same time obliterating the 
old denominations of 15 or 30 gr. 

ecessary arrangement with the 
printer will be handled by the Dir-
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ectorate. 
Before undertaking final over­

printing, proofs are to be submit­
ted to the Department of Commu­
nication, Posts and Telegraphs for 
approval. 

Director of the Department 
(LS.) Jan Stefan Haneman 

The Lublin P&T directorate de­
livered the pre-war postal cards in 
its possession-56,000 with a nom­
inal value of 15 gr. (No. 86) and 
1,477 of 30 gr. (No. 87) to the 
print shop of J. Pietrzykowski a: 
4 Kosciuszko St., Lublin, request­
ing production of printer's proofs 
on some of the cards in order to 
obtain departmental approval. 

Overprint proofs were provided 
on August 22 and 23, 1944, on 
somewhat dam aged 15 gr. cards, 
(No. 86). The overprint proof is 
somewhat narrower than the final 
version because the space between 
squares covering former values m 
the vignette was 13.5 mm. instead 
of 16 mm. 

In the Museum of Posts & Tele­
communications in Wroclaw there 
are I 4 postal cards with overprint 
proofs. Among them are cards with: 
a. Hand-drawn overprint design in 
green ink on a card with illustra­
tion No. I (Jan Dlugosz). 
t,. Hand-drawn overprint design as 
well as two types of proofs, one on 
the card'c; vignette and another a­
longside. on a card with illustration 
No. 24, (Marie Curie Sklodowska). 
c. Proof in black with the squares 
13.5 mm. apart on cards with illus­
trations No. I, (Jan Dlugosz), No. 
2, (Mikolaj Rej), No. 4, (Piotr Skar­
ga), No. 7, Hugo Kollataj), No. I I, 
(Zygmunt Krasinski), No. 23, Ma­
rian Smoluchowski), No. 42, (Ro-
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manesque: Leczyca), as well as No. 
43, (Gothic: Pelplin), and No. 44, 
(Gothic: Wislica) in duplicate ex­
amples. 
d. Proof of the overprint in black 
with the squares 13 .5 mm. apart, 
inverted on card with illustration 
No. 42 (Romanesque: Leczyca). 

The Dept. of Communications, 
Posts and Telegraphs approved the 
overprinting project, at the s:im<.: 
time recommending that the 
squares be spread farther apart as 
to completely cover the previous 
denominations in the vignettes, and 
thus the distance between the 
squares came to 16 mm. 

The postal cards used for over­
printing have a vignette of King Ca­
simir Jagiellon seated on a throne, 
(designed by E. Manteuffel and en­
graved by J. Piwczyk), while on thr 
left side of the cards are illustra­
tions of Polish culture over the cen­
turies. 

Of the cards delivered for over­
printing, 4.940 were discarded ac­
cordi11g to Prof. Dr. A. Laszkie­
wicz. These certainly were cards 
picturing architectural style~ found 
in the northern areas (Wilno Prov­
ince - illustration No. 50. Baroque 
\Vilno and No. 51 Baroque: Bercz­
wecz) or in the southeast area) 
(Tarnopol Province - No. 52 Bar­
oque: Buczac7, and Lwow Province 
- No. 46 Gothic: Haczow and Nu. 
47 Renaissance: Baranow). 

On September 4, 1944, most of 
the overprinted cards were in the 
District Warehouse of Postal Sup­
plies in Lublin and were distributed 
to individual post offices, two days 
later as indicated in the following 
schedule: 
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District Warehouse of Postal Supplies in Lublin Schedule 
of receipts & distributions of post­
age stamps during 1944 in the Dist­
rict Warehouse of Postal Supplies 
in Lublin, according to transcripts 
remaining in the archives of the 

District Warehouse of Postal Sup­
lies in Lublin as to receipts and dis­
tributions of stamps and printing 
orders between Sept. 4 and Dec. 
31, 1944. 

line Date 

I. 4.IX. I 944 
2. 12.IX.1944 
3. 4.IX.1944 
4. 4.IX.1944 
5. 5.lX.1944 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

JO. 
J I. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
j 5. 
j 6. 
17. 
18. 
J 9. 
20. 
21. 12.l X.1944 

Source or 
Destination 

Dist. Directorate P&T in Lublin 
Dist. Directorate P&T in Lublin 
Lublin 2 ................. . 
Bialystok I ............... . 
Lublin I ................. . 
Subdirectorate PT Rzeszow .. . 
Biala Podlaska ............ . 
Bilgoraj .................. . 
Celm Lubelski ............. . 
Brubieszow ............... . 
Krasnystaw ............... . 
Krasnik .................. . 
Lubartow ................ . 
Lukow .................. . 
Pulawy .................. . 
Radzyn .................. . 
Siedlce I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Tomaszow Lubelski ........ . 
Wlodawa ................ . 
Zamosc ................. . . 
Lublin 2 ................. . 

Cards 
Received 
at 75 gr. 

56,000 
1,477 

Cards 
Distributed 
at 75 gr. 

8,000 
5,000 

10,000 
8,000 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,600 
1,800 
J,800 
1,800 
J,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,477 

57,477 57,477 
Certified by: Acting Warehouse Cief 

Czeslaw Bierut" 

In the Ruch Catalog these cards 
were assigned the next successive 
numbers, No. 89 to the 25 gr./ 15 
gr., and No. 90 to the 25 gr./30 gr. 

in Rzeszow Province), Fig. 2; No. 
47 (Renaissance: Baranow, also in 
Rzcszow Province at present) and 
No. 5 I (Baroque: Berezwecz, pre­
sently in the Lithuanian Soviet So­
cialist Republic). 

No. 89 cards are known with il­
lustrations Nos. 61-64, which pic­
ture mis<;ions and activities of the 
Polish Red Cross are somewhat 
rarer than the others. The follow­
ing appear sporad ically and arc 
known in single copies: Illustration 
No. 46 (Gothic: Haczow, presentl·r 
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The cxistance of a card with il­
lw,tration o. 52 (Baroque: Bu­
czacz) was reported by its possessor 
in a letter to the editors of the Illus­
trated Catalog of Pol. Stamps/Ruch 
but the owner's death has prevent-
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No. 90 cards are known with il­
lustrations No. 1-12, 14-45, 48-49, 
and 53-60. Even sporadic appear­
ance of cards with the remaining 
illustrations (Nos. 13, 46, 47, 50, 
51, 52, 61-64) has not been authen­
ticated to date. 

These cards were sold in the post 
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offices at 75 gr. each. The postage 
rate for letters at that time was 50 
gr. and for that reason card No. 90 
postally used is not found. On the 
other hand, card No. 89 is found 
often with the full set of "Heroes" 
stamps pasted on them and bearing 
favor cancellations, most often Lu­
blin I. Also to be found in collec-
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tions are single No. 89 cards with 
favor cancellations from post offi­
ces in Lublin, Hrubieszow, Zamosc, 
Rzeszow, Chelm (Lublin Prov­
ince), etc. 

On card No. 89 are found two 
somewhat different overprints: 
l'ype I, dull black and_ distinct with 

clear typographic outlmes, & Type 
II. very black and indistinct with 
blurred oudines. Type l overprints 
have not been noted so far on 
cards with illustration Nos. 46, 4 7, 
62 and 63. Type II is known on ail 
cards, including illustration No~. 
46, 4 7 and 51, only the type has 
not been determined yet on the 
card with il!ustration No. 52. 

Only Type 11 overprints appear 
on card No. 90. No Type I over­
prints have been recorded to date 
on No. 90 cards. No curiosities 
have been found among No. 90 
cards, in view of their very infre­
quent appearance in collections of 
entrie~ di~played at exhibitions or­
ganized by the Polish Union of 
Philatelists. (The oniy collections 
to be seen at exhibitions are those 
of the Museum of Posts and Tele­
communications in Wroclaw , A. 
Wojno, an engineer from Lublin, A. 
Olecki from Lodz. and the author 
of this article). 

On the other hand, card No. 89 
b known with an inverted over­
print in the lower left hand corner 
on il:ustration o. 9 (Adam Mic­
kiewicz), (Fig. 3), as well as an in­
verted overprint on a card with ii­
lustrntion No. 33 (A. Grottger), but 
on the back of the card in the lower 
left corner. The overprint also :~ 
knuwn on a paper insert used to 
separate the cards into groups of 
I 00 d,uring packaging in the State 
Printing Works, Wars:i.w (A. Woj­
no'c;; collection). 
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Aside from cards No. 86 and 87 
that '-' ere overprinted with new val­
ues and now bear catalog Nos. 89 
and 90, abo to be found with Type 
I overprints are card No. 83, value 
25 gr. and designated for limited 
foreign service (Fig. 4) and No. 84, 
value 30 gr. and designated for uni 
versa! service abroad. This over­
print at times is not completel) 
printed, especially the squares ob­
Ii terating the former values. Genu­
ineness of these overprints has not 
been established as yet, nor has that 
of o. 77 with illustration No. 20 
(Opatow-Kielce: Brama Warszaw­
ska) with an overprint in which the 
squares are 18 mm. apart (Fig. 5). 

It may be presumed, however, 
that the number of card No. 77 (a­
bout I 00 to 150) was included in 
the 1,477 o. 87 cards designated 
for overprinting. In that caes, T. 
Gryzewski's calculation that some 
30-odd overprints were made on 
each illustration of the No. 90 cards 
is in error. These cards, along with 
card No. 50, illustration No. 281 , 
(caption error, "Czarnkowa•· - Kar­
paty Wschodnie, in place of "Czar­
nohor~') and o. 191 J (Gdansk -
··zoraw·· insted of "Zuraw") consti­
tute true philatelic rarities, since 
there could be no more than 20 
examples of each illustration on thl 
No. 90 cards. 

Worthy of note are fake over­
prints on 'o. 89 and No. 90, hand-

stamped in 
India ink, 
(Fig. 6). In 
these over­
prints, lh e 
distance 
between the 
squa res is 
l3-14mm. 

Fig. G 
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Polonus Remembers Paderewski at Meeting 
The August 22nd Polonus Meet­

ing held at the Polish Ameriacn 
Congress Building was a most en­
joyable evening. After a short busi­
ness meeting, historian Dr. Edward 
C. Rozanski, an honorary member 
of Polonus, spoke on Ignacy Jan 
Padcrcwski. It was a timely topic 
as this year is the 45th anniversary 
of Paderewski's death. 

Dr. Rozanski h ighl igh ted the 
contributions of Paderewski in th~ 
World War I period resulting in a 
free and independent Poland. He 
pointed out that Polonus was the 
first to begin the successful cam­
poign to have Paderewski honored 
as a Champion of Liberty with U.S. 
series of such stamps issued in 
1960. He told the story of Pade­
rewski's wish to have his body bur­
ried in Poland with the heart to 
stay behind in the U.S. 

Six years ago a national commit­
tee was formed for the purpose of 
the heart enshrinement and the 
committee's efforts culminated on 
June 29, J 986 when the enshrine­
ment took place at America's Czes­
tochowa in Doylestown, Pennsyl­
vania. The Doctor was a member 
of this committee and described 
their achievements. Upon the con­
clusion of his talk, he gave each 
member present a souvenir program 
of the enshrinement ceremonies. 

The members then viewed an ex­
hibit of "Paderewski in Philately" 
prepared by Stanley Dobrzycki. 
President Walenty Poniecki pre­
sented each member with a Pade­
rewski commemorative stamp is­
sued by Poland in conjunction with 
AMERI PEX and sent us with the 
compfements of our newest honor­
ary member, Jan Witkowski of Po-
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znan, Poland. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Morris Rosen, 1330 

7013 Pheasant Cross Dr. 
Baltimore, MD 21209 

Joseph A. Paleczny, 1329 
5356 W. Cuyler Ave. 

Chicago, JL 60641 
Dr. A. G. Pacholczyk, 1328 

1130 San Lucas Circle 
P.O. Box 35542 

Tucson, AZ 85740 

MEMBERS' MART 
POLISH LOCALS 1915-1918 
I need the following Towns and 

Cities postcards and Covers (small 
size) only with Towns and Cities 
stamps and cancellations, postally 
used in best condition, also sheets 
of stamps for exhibit purpose. No 
C.T.O. 

Brzeziny, Ch~ciny, Grodzisk, 
Lcczyce, Otwock, Pultusk, Sieradz, 
Sosnowiec (triangular stamps) 
Tarnow, Wloclawek , Zawiercie, 
Zarki. 

Please send Xerox copies, price 
and the condhition. I also have Po­
lish material pre 1939 to trade. 

Wally R. Pawlowski 
512 Evergreen St. , #204 
Inglewood, CA 90302 
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A LETTER TO PADEREWSKI 
By THOMAS J. GOBBY 

Occasionally I come across cov­
ers which truly fall into the "postal 
history" category. One of these 
covers is a World War II period en­
velope mailed from occupied Po­
land. It was sent to Ignacy Pade­
rewski, the great Polish pianist and 
diplomat, and it tells quite a story. 

Jt is a registered cover which was 
mailed from Warsaw on March 4, 
1941. Franking is a 50 gr and 60 
gr of the General Government (Hit­
ler's designation for partitioned anJ 
occupied Poland) building series. 
From Warsaw this letter went to 
Berlin, where it was inspected by 
Wehrmacht postal inspectors, re­
ceiving "Geoffnet" paper tape and 
a circular handstamp. 

After examination in Berlin this 
letter usually would have been for­
warded westward for a trip across 
the Atlantic to the U.S.A. But thi-; 
letter didn't. Instead it appears tha~ 
it went eastward. 

It was still some three months 
before the German invasion of the 

Soviet Union. It is quite likely that 
the letter went through the USSR, 
across Siberia to a Pacific Coast 
port, probably Vladivostok, for a 
trip across the ocean. 

It arrived in San Francisco, Ca­
lifornia on June 2, I 941 (Registra­
tion handstampJ. I-our days later, 
(J unc 6. 1941) it passed the regis­
try seciion at Washington, D.C. It 
was then delivered to the White 
House, where the address was lined 
out, received a June 7, 1941 date 
stamp, and a new address "Hotel 
Buckingham, New York, Y." A 
"FORWARDED" stamp was also 
applied. 

Two days later it passed through 
the cw York City Registry Divi­
sion of the Post Office. On June 10, 
1941, it received the stamp of Sta­
tion G, New York City, the zonG 
in which the Hotel Buckingham wa:, 
located. The assumption is that the 
letter "'as then delivered on either 
June IO or I I, 1941, after a more 
than three month journey around 

Ill 
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three quarters of the world. 
A final noie. Ignacy Paderewski 

di..:d in the Hotel Buckingham on 
June 29, 1941. 

Polonus at STaMpsHOW 
During the American Philatelic; 

Soeiety·s annual STaMpsHOW in 
Washington, D.C., August 20th to 
the 24th, several Polonus member,, 
from accross lhe country had th~ 
opportunity to meet. Dr. Miet Ka­
mienski from Toronto exhibited in 
the open competition, Dr. James 
Mazepa of Oak Park. IL exhibited 
in the Champion Class, and Drs. 

Stanley Kronenberg, Skillman, J 
1.nd Jozef Kuderewicz from Man­
chester, H combined business & 
pleasure to attend. Some thought 
was given to the publication o( a 
book on Poli!>h Philatelic Rarities. 
Polonus member Bill Draeger of 
/\rlington, VA, was in charge of 
reservations and did an outstand­
ing job. 

NEW MEMBER 
Ro} N. Pawlucki, 1327 

P.O. Box 2594 
Kirkland, WA 98083 

Prepare an exhibit for POLPEX 87! 

CRS. KAMIENSKI, KRONENBERG, KUDEREWICZ and MAZEPA meet in Washington. 
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PUZZLES FOR COLLECTORS OF THE KRAKOW ISSUE 
By STANLEY KRONENBERG 

The Poland Krakow issue of 1919 
is a never ending source of excite­
ment to philatelists specialized in this 
area of collecting. After 65 years of 
the existence of these stamps and 
with a voluminous literature available 
on this subject, new varieties are still 
being found. Three such varieties are 
described here. 

7. Overprint on the 6 H Austrian 
stamp made with the form I. (Fig. 1 ). 

POCZTA 

POLfKA 

Fig. 1 

POCZTA 

POLSKA 

Fig. 2 

147-10 

In addition lo the usual character­

istics of this authentic position 43 in 
the Form I, a substantial part of the 
"S" is missing. 

2. Overprint on the 6 H Austrian 
stamp made with the Form I. <Fig. 2). 

This authentic stamp is overprinted 
with the Form I, its position is 84. A 
part of the slanted line of the "Z" is 
missing. All other lettering details ap­
plicable for this position are normal. 

Fig. 3 

3 . Overprint on the 4 H Austrian 
newspaper stamp. <Fig. 3). 

This authentic overprint is the posi­
tion 29 in the overprint Form II C. In 
addition lo the lettering details, nor­
mal for this position it has a signifi­
cantly distorted " A " in " POLSKA" 
which resembles the Polish letter " A ". 
The line shifts of this overprint are: 
0.8 i, 4.85 mm .. , close to the nor­
mal measurements of the position 29 
in this difficult overprint Form where 
often deviations in line shifts occur. 
It appears that this variety occured 
towards the end of the printing with 
the Form II C. 

In Our Society 
Among our members there 
are those - who complain, 
and those - who blame 
and those - who act. 
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TRIBUTE TO 
MIROSLAW ARTUR BOJANOWICZ 
By MARIAN DABROWSKI 

Reprinted from "Polish Philatelic Re4iew", Great Britain 

One of the outstanding persona­
lities in the stamp word - a London 
philatelist, died after a long illness 
on May 9th, 1986. 

M. A. Bojanowicz was born in 
J ugoslavia in 1906, and educated in 
Warsaw, receiving his degree in E­
conomics and Political Science. By 
1939 he was already Director of 
the largest electrical establishment 
in Poland, when the war forced him 
to flee to Rome. 

His father was an advanced 
stamp collector in Poland and gave 
young Miroslaw a philatelic back­
ground which he cultivated with the 
years and used to good advantage 
in expanding his collections of Bos­
nia, Jugoslavia, Poland, Russia and 
Italian States. 

After World War JI. Bojanowicz 
came to London and established 
himself a:. a full time stamp dealer 
and consultant, developing at the 
same time his private collection, 
particularly classics of Poland, for 
which he won high awards at Ven­
ice 1952, Ouc;seldorf 1955, Ham­
burg 1959 and in 1960, the Grand 
Prix National in Warsaw. After this 
the collection was regularly exhibi­
ted in the class of Honor of FIP & 
other international exhibitions, re­
ceiving more high awards. 

He has taken in international Ju­
ries in Sofia 1969, in Budapest 
1972, in Pornan 1973 and in Vien­
na I 975. 

At the Congress in Leicester in 
1975, where he received the Con-
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gress Medal, the citation read: 
"Mr. Miroslaw A. Bojanowicz, 

an outstanding Ambassador for the 
Congress, worked hard to gain re­
cognition for Congress, particularly 
in the lengthy negotiations that led 
to the entry of Congress into the 
Federation International de Philat­
elic (F. I.P.). He has been an excel­
lent British Commissioner for many 
International exhibitions. He served 
as a member of the Congress' Exe­
cutive Council and on the Interna­
tional Committee of Congress from 
1970 to 1972, when forced to give 
up due to ill health.•· 

He has given displays on "PO­
LA D o. I" to many societies in 
the U.S.A., Belgium, Holland and 
Canada. 

He presented a collection of Po­
lish stamps and covers for the per­
iod 1939-1945 to the British Mu­
seum in London. 

He was the first Pole, who had 
Llic high honor to sign the Roll of 
Distingui<;hed Philatelists in 1966. 

From 1956, he published many 
interesting articles, chiefly on Po­
land No. I, 1979 by his selfless I 0 
year work on the fine and informa­
tive book titled: "The Kingdom of 
Poland"' and associated Postal His­
tory. published by the Royal Phil­
atelic Society in London. 

Those who knew Bojanowicz 
personally (affectionately known as 
"COJO") wi:J confirm, that he was 
an exceptionally intelligent, distin­
guished personality, always helpful 
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and charming, whom the philatelic 
world will miss as an outstanding 
collector and a good friend. 
P.S. M. A. Bojanowicz was award­

ed the " Polonia Restituta" by 
the Polish Government in Ex­
ile in J 950. 

CZESLA W SLANIA 

Polonus honored 
Czeslaw Slania at 
the recent Ameri­
pex by making 
him an Honorary 
Member. Following 
IS a brief 
biography. 

Czeslaw Slania was born on Oc­
tober 22nd, 1921 in Czeladz, a lit­
tle village near Bedzin in Polish 
Silesia, as a son of a miner Ignacy 
Slania and his wife, J ozefa. At the 
outbreak of World War II, his sec­
ondary education was interrupted 
and Slania joined the underground 
movement against the Nazis and 
produced false documents with ex­
treme accuracy for the Polish Com­
mand. 

After the war, he entered the A­
cademy of Fine Arts in Cracow and 
graduated with "surnma cum laude" 
for his master-work after Matej­
ko's battle painting, "Grunwald." 
His first postage stamp for Poland 
was issued on March 24th, 1951. 
Slania had succeeded in engraving 
twenty stamps for the Polish gov­
ernment printing works. 

In 1956, on a visit to Sweden, 
Czeslaw Slania decided to stay. He 
was offered the position as a Chief 
Engraver for the Swedish Postal 
Administration .Without hesitation, 
he accepted. Czeslaw Slania bas en-
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graved over 600 stamps. 
He has engraved the World War 

I Veterans commemorative stamp 
issued on August 26, 1985 and this 
way he became the first and only 
foreign engraver to work on a U.S. 
Postage Stamp. 

From The President 
l would like to take this oppor­

tunity to present a short review of 
events during my term of office. 
As many of you know, there had 
been much confusion and delay 
with membership applications and 

membership payments. l am glad 
to report that this situation is 90% 
improved. Also, we have improved 
the delivery time on orders j.or 
souvenir sheets after exhibits. 

Polonus members have partici­
pated in many philatelic activities 
- l would like to memtion some 
of the main ones: 
J. We took part in two exhibits in 

Milwaukee, Wis., including the 
founding of the Czeslaw Slania 
Study Group. 

2. 24 members attended the Chi­
cago Philatelic Society Awards 
Banquet. 

3. Our Christmas Party was a great 
success, attended by 76 people. 
The big treat was the enormous 
"kolacz" made by Mrs. Stanley 
Rusin. We thank her & Messers 
Fabisiak, Slomiany, Dobrzycki, 
Schafer, Kokocinski, and St. 
Poniecki for their donations. 

4. We took an active role in AME­
RIPEX '86 and the Polonus 
meeting. With our special in­
ternational guests, the meeting 
hall was filled to capacity. 

5. In July, Polonus took part in 
the 3-day Festival Polonaise on 

(Continued on page 417•16) 
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LATVIAN INTERNMENT CAMPS 
By THOMAS J. GOBBY 

After World War II began, Po­
lish civilians and military person­
nel would be interred in the follow­
ing countries: Hungary, Romania, 
Switzerland, Sweden, USSR, Spain 
Lithuania and Latvia. Postal· mate­
rial 0f these internment camps can 
be found. Availability ranges from 
plentiful for those from Hungary 
to scarce for those from the USSR 
and Latvia. 

A couple of years ago I obtained 
a large lot of World War II postal 
material relating to the Poles. In 
this lot were two items: a cover and 
a postcard from Latvian intern­
ment camps. 

How did these camps come into 
being? In 1939 as the German Ar­
my pushed deeper into Polish ter­
ritory and after September J 7th, 
when the Red Army invaded Po­
land, a crush of civilians and mili­
tary pushed to the northern and 
southern borders of Poland. In the 
north it is estimated that nearly 
15,000 Polish refugees, civilian 

and military, crosed into Latvia 
and were interred. 

There were at least three loca-
tions for these camhps. 

I. Bulbene 
2. Lilaste 
3. Ulbrocc 

Little is known regarding how 
many were in each camp and what 
specific postal privileges the inter­
nees enjoyed. Letters and postcards 
were permitted, but the frequency 
with which one could write is not 
known. 

At least one postcard, issued by 
the Latvian Red Cross, was given 
to military internees (see fig. 1). lt 
is printed on card stock of a sand 
beige color. Printing is in black 
and red. 

Such mail also was censored by 
either civil or military authority. 
On both, the postcard and the cov­
er. there is a single line, cenzets, the 
Latvian word for censored. There 
arc differences between the two. 
I. Postcard cenzets. - The word 

Fig. ----------,-~7•-,,,------...-...,..,.__ 
1. ., .. 

~. 

PASTK.ARTE 

/ · ·c~~ 

-fr/'/ rt 
0'1-r 
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2. Cover 

is followed by a 
period. 
cenzcts - The word is 

underlined. 

The camps did not remain in 
existance for very long. Under the 
termc; of the Molotov-Ribbentrop 
Pact Latvia came into the Soviet 
sphe~e of influence. Jn J une, 1940, 
the USSR moved in military force3 
and occupied Latvia. The camps 
were evacuated and the Poles were 

Fig. 
2. 

sent to prisons and camps in the 
USSR . 

POPE JOHN PAUL II 
SELLING COMPLETE STAMP SETS 
& ENVELOPES from HIS VISITS. 

U.S., POLAND, EUROPE. 
Limited Quantities. 

REGINA 
2344 WEST CHARLESTON 

CHICAGO, JL 60647 
(312) 486-15047 

OUT OF TOWN POLONUS MEMBERS A TIE DI G AMERIPEX 
Robert Bannan, Washington 
Henry & Joe Bieniecki, lllinois 
Herbert B loch, New York 
Paul Buchsbach, New York 
Joseph Clary, California 
Eugene Dreger, Michigan 
Dr. Matt Gajewski, New York 
Michael Komoriwski. California 
Dr. St. Kronenberg. New Jersey 
Jerzy Kucharski, New York 
Donald Levandoski, New Jersey 
Edith Malson, Wisconsin 
Irene Orzechowski, Wisconsin 
Ro lf Ritter, Germany 
Dr~ Miet Kamienski, Canada 
Theo. Skotnicki, New York 
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Czeslaw Slania, Sweden 
David Stefancic, Wisconsin 
Roger Szymanski, Wisconsin 
Andrew Wacinski, Colorado 
Karol Weyna. California 
Gene Wolosiewicz, Wisconsin 
Jan Witkowski, Poland 
Patti Dobrowski-Gorton, H 
Stanley King, Florida 
Thaddeus Dulski, cw York 
W. E. Bentkowski, Michigan 
Mike Sivak, Indiana 
Dr. Conrad Straub, Minnesota 
Wally Pawlowski, California 
Arno Wonard, Ma ryland 
Edward Wolski. Florida 
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VOLO~UJ VtilL-4.T~LIC JOC. 

with the participation of the 

POLISH AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASS'N 

PRESENT 

VOLV~X S~ 
JTAMV tt.~ Jl10W 

COMMEMORATING THE 600th ANNIVERSARY OF THE CORONATION 

OF WLADYSLAW JAGIELLO - KING OF POLAND & LITHUANIA - 1386-1434. 

SAT. & SUN. - MARCH 21 & 22, 1987 
House of the White Eagle 
6845 N. MILWAUKEE AVENUE, NILES, IL 

* 1000 PAGES of STAMPS and COVERS 

* 30 DEALERS with FOREIGN, U.S., TOPICALS, etc. 

* U.S. POST OFFICE on the PREMISES 

COVERS * SEALS * SOUVENIR CARDS 
EXHIBIT & BOURSE Open Sat. I 0am to 6pm - Sun. I 0am to 4pm 

ADMISSION FREE 

BEEBA BANQUET 
SATURDAY - 7 PM 
Family Style Dinner 

Awards Presentation 
$15.00 per person 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Polonus Bulletin, July-Aug. 1986 147-1~ 



FROM THE PRESIDENT (Continued) 

Chicago's lake front. 
Our regular meetings have been 

well attended and each member 
has been encouraged to express his 
opinions. I would especially like to 
thank those members who have 
made the following contributions 
and given help: Chester Mikucki, 
for the attractive packets of stamps 
he prepared for the children; Bic­
niecki, Inc., of Granite City, for 
stamp donations to young collcst­
ors; Mr. and Mrs. Al Rybarski for 
all their work at all functions. I 
would also like to thank Mr- Ko­
cinski and Mr. Odrowski for their 
help, and also, Mr. Fred Szebel for 
his cooperation and copy making 
for Polonus. 

Special thanks to Mr. and Mrs. 
James Mazepa for their work in 
computerizing our membership list 
and mailing list for the Polonus 
Bulletin, and to Mr. Stanley Rusin 
for his greatly improved bookkeep­
ing system for Polonus. 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR POLAND 

1985 SUPPLEMENT 
$3.00 

(Plus $1 .50 Shipping) 

Write us for a special price on 
complete Poland pages 

K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC. 
Geo. C. Kobylko 

Box 159, Berwyn, IL 60402 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
A.P.S. Affiliate # 119 

WALENTY PONIECKI, President 
6020 North Mason Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60646 

TOM GOBBY, Vice President 
5713 W. Warwick Street 
Chicago, IL 60634 

CHESTER SCHAFER, Secretary 
864 N. Ashland Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60622 

STANLEY RUSIN, Treasurer 
Box 56148 
Chicago, IL 60656 

Board of Directors: 
OFFICERS of the SOCIETY 
AL RYBARSKI 
ROMAN STRZELECKI 
ARKADIUSZ WALINSKI 
FRED SZEBEL 
Annual Dues which include a sub· 

scription to the 'Bullet in' are $12.50 
(U.S. funds only) and should be sent 
to Fred Szebel, 9041 Emerson St., 
Des Plaines, IL 60016. Membership 
Dues are payable by December 31, 
for the next calendar year. New 
members will receive all the 'Bulle­
tins' for the year in which they join. 
Changes of address, problems with 
receiving the Bulletin, contributions 
of articles for the Bulletin, or gen­
eral matters pertaining to the Soc• 
iety, should be addressed to: 

Polonus Philatelic Society 
Box 1217, Oak Park, IL 60304 
The Polonus Philatelic Society is 

a Not-for-Profit Organization incorpo­
rated rn the State of Illinois (1939). 
The opinions expressed by authors 
of articles appearing therein do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society. 

MEMBERS' MART 
For Sale: POW, Mint & Used and 
on Cover, Woldenberg, Neubran­
denberg, etc. Some rare items; Gen­
eral Government; Overprinted GG. 

Eugene J . Dreger 
198 Plainfield Avenue 
Floral Park, Y 1 I 00 I 
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