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A FEW OF 
THE WORLD'S 
GREAT STAMP 
COLLECTIONS 

HAVE NOT 
BEEN TOUCHED 

by Barmer, Rooke! 

••• VERY FEW 

Since 1903 the sophisticated philatelic world has come to depend on the 
expertise of Harmer, Rooke & Co., the world's first major stamp dealer and 
auction house. Serious collectors the world over, both in seeking and 
offering for sale distinguished collections and individual rarities, have 
enjoyed the advantages of the professional integrity and the International 
scope of the Harmer, Rooke organization. 

Estates, trust departments of leading banking institutions and private col­
lectors as well, deal confidently with Harmer, Rooke for appraisals for tax 
purposes, auction or private sale. Prompt arrangements can be made for 
immediate sale, at extremely attractive prices, anywhere in the world. 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED AUCTIONS ARE HELD 
IN OUR OWN GALLERIES and OPEN TO MAIL BIDDERS 

Write for descriptive brochure and/ or auction catalogs 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC. 
Negotiants in Fine Properties 

Established: LONDON-1903 •NEW YORK-1939 
APPRAISERS• SALES AGENTS • AUCTIONEERS 

604 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10020 

AUCTION of the JESSE T. ELLINGTON ROCKET MAIL COLLECTION 
••• one of the most complete ever assembled 

To be held approximately 30 days after the Apollo Moon Flight 
Write for complimentary catalog 

The Collectors Club Philatelist 111 published bi-monthly (Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., Nov.) by the Collec­
tors Club, Inc., 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. Annual Subscription Rates: - $10.00; $7.50 for non­
profit institutions. Free to all members. Individual copies - $2.00 ea. 
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I dispose of a considerable number of rarities 

SWITZERLAND 

and 

LIECHTENSTEIN 

Since 1922, I have sold rarities of SWITZERLAND 

and LIECHTENSTEIN to Collectors 

Please let me have your want list 

and address it to:-

Ernst Muller 
Aeschenhof 

4000 Basel 

Switzerland 

Stamp Dealer since 1922 

Member of the Collectors Club for more than 40 years! 
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NEW 111 
SUPPLEMENT· 

just released! 
FOR ALL HARRIS -
AhJ~ 

LOOSE-LEAF ALBUMS 

WORLD-WIDE ALBUM SUPPLEMENT 
• Thousands of Beautiful Illustrations • Spaces for over 10,000 Stamps. 
Includes even the newest countries of Afars & lssas . Br itish Indian Ocean 
Territory , and Southern Yemen. Fit s all Harris Loose-Leaf A lbums. Print­
ed on the same high quality paper as Harris "Masterwork" Albums. 

$2~ 

Bring your al burn up to date 
through late 1968 . Printed 
on the same high qua I i ty 
paper as the Harris Liberty 
and Plate Block Albums , 
trimmed and punched to fit 
your album precisely. 

1968 SUPPLEMENT FOR 
U. S. LI BERTY ALBU M 

Specially designed for use with 
the Harris Uni ted States Li tr 
erty Album. Illu strating United 
States, United Nations, and 
Canal Zone stamps issued thru 
the calendar year1968. 

Reta i I 75 ' 

1968 SUPPLEMENT FOR 
U. S. PLATE BLOCK ALBUM 

Specially designed for use with 
the Harris Un ited States Plate 
Block Album. Illustrates all 
United States Commemorative 
Plate B locks issued dur ing the 
calendar year 1968. 

Retail 75' 

1968 SUPPLEMENT FOR 
U.S. PLATE BLOCK SEC. "C" 
1968 Supplement for Special 
Regular Issue Section C Pl ate 
B lock Album (includes entire 
"Prom inen t Ameri cans" Series) 
and al I regular issues from 1965 
up to late 1968. 

Reta il 75' 

NOW AT YOUR DEALERS - OR ORDER FROM PUBLISHER 

H. E. HARRIS & CO., BOSTON, MASS. 02117 
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An extraordinary collection of Canal Zone 
issues between # 1 and # 41, nearly com­
plete, will be offered in Public Auction 248, 
June 12th and 13th. Among the startling 
items are complete and half sheets showing 
errors and varieties, many of them un­
doubtedly unique. Blocks, singles, covers, 
etc., of the same period are very impres­
sively represented. To be sure you don't 
miss this important sale write for your 
catalog today . 

Earl·P· L·Apfelbaum, Inc. 
1503-05 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19102 

215-LO 7-6288 
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Something Special 

for the stamps of 1968 

Minkus 1968 Regional Album Supplements 
Beautifully printed on one side of the page only. Fully illustrated, they contain Minkus 

New World Wide Catalog numbers in each stamp space for easier identification. 

3- RING ALBUMS 
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam 1.00 
Canada -····-------------- .50 
Commemorative -------------- .75 
Europa ------------------------------ 1. 50 
Ghana -------------------------------- 1.00 
Ireland ------------------------------- .25 
Israel-Singles & Tab S 1.00 
Israel-Singles ___________________ .40 
Israel-Tab S __________________ .70 
Israel-Tab Blocks ------------ 1.00 
Israel-Plate Blocks 1.00 
Liechtenstein ________________ .25 
Plate Block (Comm. 

& Reg.) ------------------------ . 75 
Regular Issues ------------------- .35 
Switzerland --------·------------------ .35 
United Nations (Singles) .35 
United Nations (Imprint) .SO 
Vatican City ------- ---------------- .35 
Kennedy --- ------ ----------------- 1.50 
Zip Blocks ---------------------- .75 
A ir Mail Plate Blocks ____ .25 

2- POST ALBUMS 
Afghanistan, Iran, Persia .50 
All American ------------· ·------ .50 
Albania, Bulgaria ------------- 1.50 
Argentina, Urugu ay ________ .SO 
Austria ------------------------------ .50 
Belgium ----------------------------- 1.50 Bolivia, Paraguay _____________ 1.25 
Brazil --------------------------------- .50 
British Africa -------------------- 1.50 
British America _________________ 1.50 
India (British Asia I) ____ 1.00 
British Asia II ------------------ 3.00 
British Europe ---------------- .75 
Bri t ish Oceania ----------------- 1.50 
Chile, Peru -------------------------- .50 
China ----------------------------------- .50 
Colom b ia ----------- ------------------ 2.00 
Costa R ica, Nicaragua ____ .50 
Cuba, Dominican Rep. ____ .SO 
Czechoslovakia ------------------- .75 
Ecuador, Venezuela ________ 1.00 
Ethiopia, Liberia ______________ .50 
France -----------------------'------------ .50 
French Community I _______ 2.00 
French Community II _____ 2.00 
Germany ------------------------------ .75 

Greece ----------------------------------- .25 
Guatemala ------------------------- 1.00 
Hungary ----------------------------- 1.00 
Independent Africa ---------- 2.95 
Indonesia --------------------------- .75 
Iraq, Lebanon -------------------- 1.00 
Italy ------------------------------------ . 35 
Japan ------------------------------------ .50 
Kor ea, Thailand ---------------- .50 
Luxembourg ------------------------ .25 
:Mexico ------------------------------ .75 
Monaco, Andorr a ----------- .SO 
Mongolia -------------------------- .75 
Netherlands ---------------------- .50 
Poland ___ --------------------------- 1.0C 
Portugal & Colonies ------- .75 
Romania ·-·----------------------------- .75 
Russia ----------------------------------- 1.50 San Marino ________ _____________ .35 
Scandinavia ________________________ 1.00 
Spain & Colonies __________ 1.00 
Tunisia -------------------------- ---- .75 
Turkey --------------------------------- .50 
United Arab Republic ____ 1.50 
U nited Nations Singles ____ .35 
Yugoslavia ------------------------- .50 

Minkus 1968 Global Supplement 
• Expanded to 480 pages - a 25% increase 

• Spaces for over 9000 stamps issued from mid-1967 through mid-1968 

• Fully illustrated 

$4.95 

Write or Visit the Stamp and Coin Department of any of these fine stores: 
ATLANTA, GA.-Rich's 
BAL Tl MORE, MD.-Hutzl er's 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF.-J . W. Robinson 
BOSTON, MASS.-Jorda n M ars h 
BUFFALO, N. Y .-Adam, Meldrum &. Ander-

so n C o. 
CHEVY CHASE, MD.-Woodward &. Lothrop 
CHICAGO, ILL.-Marshall Field &. Co. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO-Pogue's 
CLEVELAND, OHIO-The Higbee Co. 
COLUMBUS, OHIO-Lazarus 
DALLAS, TEXAS-Sanger - Harris 
DENVER, COLO.- May - D &. F Co. 
DETROIT, MICH.-J. L. Hudson Company 
GARDEN CITY, N .Y .-Gimbels Roosevelt Fld. 
HARTFORD, CONN.-G. Fox 
HOUSTON, TEX.- Foley 's 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.-L. S. Ayres &. Co. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF.-J. W . Robinson 
MILWAUKEE. WISC.-Gimbels 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.-Dayton's 

NEW ORLEANS, LA.-Maison Blanche 
NEWPORT BEACH , CAL.-J. W. Robinson 
NEW YORK, N. Y.-Gimbels 
OMAHA, NEB.-Brandeis 
PANORAMA CITY, CAL.-J. W. Robinson 
PARAMUS, N. J.-Gimbels 
PASADENA, CALIF.-J. W. Robinson 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.-Gimbllls 
PITTSBURGH, PA.-Kaufmann 's 
PORTLAND, ORE.-Meier &. Frank 
RICHMOND , VA.-Thalh imer's 
SAN ANTONIO, TEX.- Joske's of Texas 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF.-May Co. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF .-The Emporium 
SEATTLE, WASH.- The Bon M a rche 
SKOKIE, I LL-M a rshall Field &. Co. 
ST. LOUIS, MO.-Famous B arr 
VALLEY STREAM, N. Y.-Gimbels 
WASHINGTON, D . C.-Woodward &. Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N. Y .-Gimbels 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
aa well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next internationa l auction sale 

for which we are going to prepa re again our famous 27 ,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 Z U R I C H (Switzerland) 

Bahnhofstrasse 102 P.O.B. 
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Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd. 
Drury House Russell Street 
London W.C.2 England 

The 'Ernest Dale' Award-Winning Collection of 

GREAT BRITAIN 1840-1936 

10- 11 JUNE, 1969. 

The collection comprises unused issues between 1840 and 1936. 
Line Engraved with an exceptional display of Id Blacks including three blocks of 6, 
one of which is from Plate 11. 2d. Blues, including the second largest unit of Plate 2 
being a block of I Sc. Also Id Reds and 2d. Blues imperf. and perf. with rare trial 
printings and proofs, etc. 
Surface Printed incuding all the high values with blue and white paper to £5, impri­
maturs, colour trials, rare plates, etc. 
King Edward VII and King George V issues to £ 1, highly specialised with shades and 
printings. 
Colour catalogue $1 .50. 
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There's nothing to it ... 

You're never hesitant about bidding in a New York auction yet, for some rea son, 

you may have deferred bidding in a n auction o•erseas because you feel it involves a 

series of complica ted procedures. 

Not at all - nothing could be easier . 

Catalogues are sent to you in plenty of time for you to read them at your leisure 

and bid (in dollars). P ayment can be made ( in dollars!) either with your own prirnte 

check or whatever is the most convenient method to you. It's as simple as that! 

Take the first step .... niail the coupon below and we'll send you a copy of one 

of the niost luxurious auction catalogues published in the world on *Postal History. 

Sales are held every three weeks - yoii're always in tinie for the next one! 

*Postal History is the study 
of the USE of the postage stamp. 
It includes stamps on cover , 
postal stationery and cancellations. 
It can be ei ther simple or 
technical (just like any other 
form of Philately) , depending 
entirely upon your own choice of 
collecting, and is the natural 
''next s,tep forward'' for the adult 
collector who has grown tired of 
trying to keep pace with today's 
''new issues''. 

Please send me your Postal History 
auct ion catal ogue for the next sale. 

N ame ..... . 

Address 

Zi p N o. 

RI G B Y P. A ., 31 R ichmon d H ill, 
Bo u rn em outh , Eng land . 

( D /1) 

RIGBY PHILATELIC AUCTIONS LTD. 

31 Richmond Hill, Bournemouth, England. 

The Largest Posta l History Auctioneers in the World. 
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$3,166,781.50 

This is the sum realized at our auction sales in 1968. For the 

second consecutive year we have exceeded Three Million Dollars, an 
unsurpassed record for a single auction firm . 

THERE'S A REASON 
Buyers at our sales are presented with unprecedented opportu­

nities to acquire the "Cream of the Market" in choice and unusual 

philatelic material, accurately presen~ed and properly evaluated. 
Sellers are given the benefit of a matchless service rendered by one 
of the most experienced and most highly qualified professional staffs 
m the business. 

We have been conducting auction sales of rare stamps and de­
sirable philatelic material for more than thirty-nine years and offer 
to sellers the most favorable terms available anywhere. There are no 
lotting fees or other charges, just a simple 20 % commission on the 
realization. We are always willing to make a generous advance 
pending sale with no interest charged. 

How may we serve you? 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

10 East 52nd Street New York, N. Y. 10022 

Phone: (212) 753-6421 
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:·: What 
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:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

•'• 

is the right moment lo sell your collection? 1111 

We think you will agree that this is a very important and di/ ficult :•: 
question. But even if you do choose the right moment, do you have [[[[ 
the right partner to assist in selling your valuable stamps? - We :•: 
believe that this question is even more important - but much [[[[ 
less difficult to answer. :•: 

would you think of a firm of auctioneers which has worldwide 
connections and an international reputation? Don't you think that 
this would be the right kind of partner? 

1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
An auction conducted in accordance with the best international 1111 

standards will give you the following very real advantages: 

If prices rise in any country, either in Europe or abroad, you will 
automatically benefit as prominent collectors in every continent 
have been numbered among our customers for the last two 
generations. 

Our firm's auction catalogues are sent to collectors and other 
interested persons of means in over forty countries. 

Our firm's operations will ensure that the items you have for sale 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
will be brought to the attention of over ten thousand potential 

1

.

1

.

1

.

1 customers. 
:·: 

~,',~ This means that you are almost certain to obtain the best possible 1111 

:•: prices. You can enter material for our international auctions at any 
00 x 
:•: ~;;~s~n:n;;a;z:l~rb::;~::~e~e:s~rrange for advances to be made Ill[ 

1111 :·: 
:•: EDGAR MOHRMANN 1111 

1111 One of the great names in philately for over fifty years :•: 

:·: 1111 

00 x :·: 129th POS~ A~EL SLT A
1
M
96

P
9 

AUCTION 1111 

00 x 
:·: D U S S E L D 0 R F / Germany 1111 

00 x i EDGAR MOHRMANN ~ 
:·: Speersort 6, HAMBURG I, Germany [[[[ 
1111 Cables: EDMORO :·: 
:·: 11 11 

1111 

Catalogue is available as from second half of February 1969 against US $2, - :•: 

•:•. _:b~~~ • ~efund0 ~~~ _:_i~. :_ ~~ction)0 ~~~i~ _:t:~~ • • --.. -- .. _[II] 
···== ···==··· === .·. === .·. === .·. == .·. == .·. == .·. - .·. == .·. - .·. .·. .·. 
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Editorials 

Counterfeits, Forgeries Or Fakes - The Proper Perspective 

As one progresses in philately, he begins to hear something about coun­
terfeits. Some stamp editors believe that nothing should be printed about 
fraudulent philatelic items, because it will scare people away from collecting 
stamps. Others strongly urge the dissemination of knowledge as a useful pro­
tection against one being defrauded. 

It is our purpose to make some brief obsenations on this problem, because 
far too much confusion currently is prernlent. As a practical matter, each 
observation could be the subject of a much longer, individual editorial rather 
than trying to jam it all into one, as is herein being done. 

Counterfeits represent an unpleasant angle of philately. But it makes news, 
because crimes, vvars, and tragedies in our lives make up the hulk of what \YC 

read in our daily newspapers, or what we hear and see on radio and television. 
This, consequently, leads up to the first obsenation. The philatelic criminals 
are far better known than many of the dedicated philatelists of the past, who 
all-too-quickly become forgotten after their deaths. Thus, names such as Sperati. 
Fournier, and S. Allan Taylor arc hcttrr kno\\·n among stf1mp collectors and 
dealers than most all of the Signers of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. 

Secondly, there is a 'Yidc difference hct\\"een a counterfeit or postal forger:"· , 
on the one hand, and a philatelic fake, on the other. A small circle of philatelic 
experts know this. But the bulk of stamp collectors, dealers and journalists do 
not. This unfortunately results in too much misinformation being broadcast. 

A counterfeit and a postal fo1·gcn· is a complete fraudulent imitation of an 
original. A forgery is made to dcpriYe the postal scrvicr of its rightful revenue. 
A counterfeit, however, is a imilar imitation of an original, but produced solel~­
for philatelic deception. 

A fake is entirely different. It is a fraudulent item made from all or parts 
of the genuine. And the faked material by far represents the greatest menace 
for philately. 

The outlining of these differences leads to the third observation. Philately 
should have its own language. One should not go by dictionary definitions. It 
is more useful for philately to have and accept its individual terminology. 

Fourthly, counterfeits and forgeries are not difficult for the expert. Ven· 
few exact copies have been made of an original stamp. Furthermore, some 
counterfeiters were far more skillc<l than others. For example, Sperati 's imita­
tions arc much better than those of De Thuin, the counterfeiter in Mexico, who 
more r ecently has rccciYed so much notoriet~r. 

Since fakes are being passed off far more successfully than counterfeits or 
postal forgeries, some descriptions o.E the different kinds of fake material are 
called for . Let us confine these obsenations to the United States. 

Some years ago, postal forgeries and also counterfeits were made of some 
U.S. stamps. The forger ies were only of the common stamps then currcntl~· 
used for postage. The counterfeits were made mostly of valuable stamps popular 
with philatelists. But not one \\"as rnry deceptiYe for one with an experienced eye. 

Fake stamps have been made by taking a much more common perforated 
copy, trimming its four margins in the hopes of selling it as the very valuablr 
imperforate variety. Faking also is done by removing a cancellation from a 
much less valuable used copy to try to sell it as an expensive unused stamp. 
E ven a scarce watermark has been faked on a copy either printed on unwater-
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marked paper or with just a small part of a more common watermark. Also, 
putting on a fake grill is another example of fakin g. 

The faking of U.S. 20th century coil stamps is a popular practice. Also, 
chemical treatment to simulate the scarce bluish paper varieties has been 
frequently indulged in. For many years, U.S. stamps came with the corner 
copies in the sheet not perforated. Phih1telic custom made these straight-edge 
copies less desirable. One sees Ycry few today, because the straight-edges have 
been perforated by the faker. Regummin g and r epairing also represent wide­
spread practices of faking genuine material to sell it for the more expensive 
philatelic item. 

Currently, cover collecting has become very popular. The cover faker has 
been wr~- actiYe. From the philatelic expert's experience in the past decade or 
so, cover faking seems to be where a good part of this fraudulent work takes 
place. It has different types. One may make a complete imitation, except for 
the stamp, to try to cop~r, for instance, a rare U.S. 1918 first day air mail cover. 
For the 19th century specialist, a faker will take a stampless cover, affix some 
genuine stamps upon it and then apply a counterfeit postal marking that he has 
tried to imitate from an original postmark. Another fraudulent practice with 
covers is to remove the more common stamp or stamps and substitute more 
valuable issues on this cover. 

These are only a few examples of some of the cover faking now going on. 
Another matter that few collectors are a\rnre of is that if a counterfeit or 

forgery is bought, the laws of the United States might assist in the recovery of 
the purehase price. It is illegal not only to sell but even to possess forgeries of 
postage stamps. With proper cYidence of the unsuspected purchase of a 
counterfeit, one may contact the U.S. Secret Service, who is responsible for the 
protection against counterfeit money, stamps, and securities. 

But fake material - that made from the genuine - is not within the juris­
diction of the U. S. Secl'et Seniee. For instance, one has purchased at a high 
price a United States one-cent 1908 blue green coil pair - a rarity. The opinion 
of a recognized philatelic expert is sought, and it turned out that this was n 
fake coil made from a pair of common 1903 one-cent stamps. Most of the stamp 
trade will refund the purchaser's money after such an opinion is produced by 
written evidence. But since counterfeiting never took place, the Secret Service 
can take no action. Even a faked . S. coil stamp can legally be used to prepa~· 
postage. 

H ave you ever thought about how many of the "never hinged" full original 
gum copies currently being offered at high premium prices actually arc as 
advertised? This is what the " never hinged " fad has done. Some German 
stamp papers are openly advertising so-called "fool-proof" devices to apply 
"ori ginal gum" to copies that lack it. It should be stressed that there is no 
counterfeiting of stamps involved in regumming. The fraudulent operation 
of applying non-official gum later is simply another instance of philatelic fakery. 

Finally, some observations seem to be in order regarding the r elatively small 
group of philatelic experts. There is not a proper appreciation of the importance 
of their work. Unfortunately, because of an occasional mistake, the experts 
have been subjected to far too much harsh and unwarranted criticism. Also, 
philatelic experts have detected and have protected collectors and dealers against 
most all of the fraudulent material. But it is admitted that their important 
work has never succeeded in entirely eliminating counterfeits and fakes. Phil ­
atelic faking began operating over a hundred years ago; it still continues. 

The best expertizing seems to have been achieved in the English-speaking 
countries, where philatelic experts have functioned as a committee rather than 
an individual. Consultation and exchange of knowledge while meeting with 
others seem preferable to ''going it alone.'' 
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The philatelic expert (and not the self-styled one) appears to be one of 
philately's greatest blessings. He is the best protection against fraudulent 
sales of stamps and covers. The expert's greatest contribution lies in the fact 
that the sum total of his many years of experience and knowledge is given frecl~· 
without one cent of renumeration. In this respect, philately seems to be unique. 
What other collecting field can match this ~ We do not know of one similar to 
philately. Do you Y 

Those Poor, Innocent Victims 

It amuses some of the sophisticated philatelists here in New York City to 
read a passage like the following that frequently is printed in some of the 
popular stamp weeklies in this country and England : 

"The youngsters and the beginners are the ones who arc taken over by stamp 
dealers, who will sell them only modern junk and worthless labels for their 
hard-earned money." 

The final words in the above quotation haYc been italicized for emphasis. 
This is an untrue generalization that every beginner and youngster has hard­
earned money that he spends on stamps. Two examples of which we have 
personal knowledge will be cited. 

A young collector has been buying stamps almost weekly in a stamp store 
that rents a small amount of space in a jewelry store in our neighborhood. This 
young teenager has been caught stealing from others in his school. How 
sympathetic should we advanced philatelists feel about this youngster's hard­
earned money that he had spent on stamps~ 

A New J ersey dentist was convicted a few years ago in a F ederal Court 
for income tax evasion. H e had tried to '' bury'' a part of his unreported income 
through the purchase of postage stamps. I s this another instance of "hard­
earned money ~'' 

Are these the poor, innocent victims that some stamp organizations try to 
protect? 

There are more stamp dealers in New York City than stamp collectors in 
many places in the United States. One should hear from some of the New York 
stamp dealers of the tricks some stamp collectors try to pull on them. 

A recent incident was called to our attention. Last fall a Midwestern col­
lector purchased an expensive Vatican City set in a New York City auction sale. 
It was just after the new 1969 catalogues had come out. l\Iany Vatican stamps' 
prices had been sharply reduced. The lot was returned because the highest 
denomination was damaged. It was torn across the top. One did not need a 
magnifying glass to see this. 

It had been planned to illustrate this stamp and a photograph of it had been 
taken. But when the reduced 1969 catalogue prices came out, the lot was not 
illustrated in the auction catalogue. A look at the photograph plainly showed 
that the stamp as described in the auction sale catalogue did not have a tear. In­
spection after the copy's return clearly indicated that such a prominent tear 
across the face would have shown up in the photograph. 

This is no isolated instance that occasionally happens in philately. When 
one gets to know many of the New York and London dealers, as a number of 
the Collectors Club members do, our hearts really "bleed for those poor, innocent 
stamp collectors who are always being bilked,' ' and those busybody good-doers 
who want to protect them. 
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Letter To The Editor 
The Smithsonian Institution and Philately 

Recent references haYc been made to philatelic collections in museums by 
the editor, Mr. Henry M. Good kind ( ccP, vol. 48, no. 2, p. 77), and by Mr. 
Wallace W. Knox ( CCP, vol. 48, no. 1, p. 45). With out attempting to speak for 
other museums, I wish to inform your readers that the Smithsonian Institution 
is "not guilty" of the abuses assigned to it and implied by Mr. Knox and given 
your approbation in the March number. 

In writing about the Tapling Collection of the British Museum, Mr. Knox 
stated it was ''poorly kept, bacll)· housed, and impossible to study. The lighting 
was abominable.'' Mr. Knox also complained about noisy youngsters in museums. 
Moreover, Mr. Knox placed the Smithsonian Institution in the same boat. H e 
said, "that experience started, and Yisits to the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.C. and other museums confirmed the opinion, that a man who has 
formed a great collection can do no greater disservice to his fellow collectors, 
philately or his stamps themsclYes than by giving them to a museum.'' He also 
said that stamps received inad equate attention, and that in museums they are 
" locked in forever, thereby depriving future generations of collectors the 
opportunity to possess some of the gems of philately, which are constantly getting 
scarcer and harder to obtain.'' 

This simply is not true in cYcry instance, especially at the Smithsonian. 
The keeping of stamps at the Smithsonian's Museum of History and Tech­

nology is the full-time profession of two curators, two museum specialists, two 
museum technicians, and one secretary. Our staff began to grow about fifteen 
years ago and has steadily increased since then. Furthermore, the staff uses 
the finest materials available for the display· and preservation of stamps. The 
air-conditioning system in the new museum incorporates a closely-watched 
humidity control, and in this, the staff of the Conservation and Analytical Labora­
tory have become part of our ''team'' of: keepers. As to the physical security 
of the museum's collections, I seriously doubt that any private critic could pay 
for the electronic security devices and guard-force salaries, even for a day. 
There is scarcely an individual who could provide the money to design our 
exhibits, edit the texts and labels, and to produce and purchase the exhibit cases 
which house the National Postage Stamp Collection and other objects in our 
custody. Citizens of this nation, through their Congress, have jointly provided 
all these things as well as cleaning crews and lighting for the exhibits. 

Speaking of lighting, it should be emphasized that the level of light required 
for a permanent philatelic exhibition must not only be high enough so that the 
stamps can be seen, but that it must also be low enough to prevent the fading of 
colors. A good balance-carefully worked out by the experienced staff of two 
offices-has been achieved in the Museum 's Hall of Philately and Postal History. 

While the nation's stamp collection is secure, it is not "locked in." Anyone 
who is interested in stamps is welcome to Yisit the Reference Area, to see and 
examine first-hand any collection or group of stamps and covers and postal 
objects in our custody. Our Reference Collections arc used by hundreds of 
philatelists each year, and it is surprising that l\fr. Knox is not aware of the fact 
that he can study anything we have, every day from Monday to Friday, from 
9 a.m. to 4 :30 p.m., for as many days as he cares to spend. And at no cost. 

To the best knowledge of the curators, no one has ever been turned away 
from the Reference Collection. Visitors who were not aware that a Reference 
Collection was available-as stated in numerous articles in the philatelic press­
have found their way to our offices by simply asking the nearest guard in the 
Hall. If the published notices were not read and i:f the guards were not asked, 
most visitors generally see three labels over the stamp frames in the Hall and 
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four others scattered elsewh ere in the same room which inform the visitors that 
there are more stamps and coYers in the philatelic Reference Collection. 

From July 1, 1967, through April 19, 1968, there were 341 visitors to the 
philatelic Reference Area, and 125 of these performed research leading to pub­
lication. For the same period , 210 letters were sent out in r esponse to public 
inquiries received from almost every state and many foreign com1tries. In draft­
ing these replies, the philatelic Reference Collection was frequently utilized. 

In addition to being used by scholars or philatelists who merely r eview the 
collections for pleasure, portions of the Reference Collection are exhibited on a 
continuing basis; other sections are rotated into place; others are sent to a numher 
of national or regional exhibit ions in other cities each year. 

There is, I dare say, no priYate collection which is as much "available." On 
the contrary, most priYate collections remain unseen. For every year since the 
Museum of History and Technolog:v- opened in 1964, there have been more than 
five million visitors for each twehe-rnonth period-to this Museum alone (as 
distinguished from other Smithsonian buildings on the Mall ). P eople travel to 
this museum from every part of the country and virtually every nation of the 
world. Many of these millions have seen the National Postage Stamp Collection. 
And we are delighted with the noisy youngsters in our H al l. We know they are 
tomorrow's philatelists. 

Among the famous collections which are constantly before the public, either 
by exhibition or as illustrations in publications, are the Tracy Woodward and 
L. W. Christenson collections of Japan, the A. Eugene Michel collection of postal 
stationery, the Ackerman and Eagle collections of U. S. proofs, the Sidney N. 
Shure collection of stamps and covers of P alestine and Israel, the Kriser and 
Lowenstein collections of early Mauritius, the Leach and Wilhelm collections 
of U.S. stamps, the John P . V. H einmuller collection of Zeppelin covers, the 
Boker and Alexander collections of U.S. precancels, the McCoy collection of 
Glen Allen ''stars,'' the complete group of certified plate proofs of postage 
stamps produced by the United States Bureau of Engraving and Printing, two 
major collections assembled by the U.S. Post Office Department-and many more. 
This list is far from complete, but the point is that all of the stamps and objects 
are available for viewing and serious study. 

Other philatelic resources of the Smithsonian are available to the public. 
The large philatelic library of the Division is used by many from all parts of 
the country-not only Washington residents. In addition, requests are complied 
with if the inter-library loan service is used. We honor all requests, except those 
calling for rare books. l£ rare publications cannot be lent, the researcher may 
generally obtain low-priced reproductions. 

Researchers in the Reference Area not only use the stamps and books, but 
can also use microscopes, opaque enlargers, and Yarious special lights in their 
work. l£ the collector needs to turn over a stamp, we will even provide the 
tongs. Any part of the collection can be photographed, a service also provided 
at nominal cost. At present, we arc laboring under a very large backlog of 
photographic orders and delays of many months are encountered. But the 
orders are eventually filled. 

On the question of rare philatelic gems, I must observe that the Smith­
sonian owns only one copy of the U. S. 24-cent air mail with inverted vignette, 
only one copy of the rare McKinley postal card, only one sheet of the Canal 
Zone Thatcher Ferry "Missing" Bridge stamp, only one used copy of the 
Canadian Seaway stamp with inverted center, and that the philatelic staff of 
this Museum has never attempted to corner the rarities. The ational Col­
lection includes, of course, many rare items which have never been available on 

(Continued on Page 146) 
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Uncommon 
Of Common 

Use 
Stamps 

'Whnt our renders wish to ~ee is n properl.1• userl cover 11nvi11g a common s tamp that 
catnlogs for $10 or less. But on eo1-er this item's vnlup i rn:my times the standard catalog 
price for the stamp off cover, either unused 01· used. 

You may own such rnntc rinl. Then it is hoped that ) ' OU will send it to The Editor, 
Collecto1·s Club Philatelist, ~2 En st 35 Street, N ew York, N. Y. 10016. 

China Used In Tibet 
H ere is an excellent example of a common stamp having an uncommon use. 

Figure 1 shows the back of a coYer " ·ith the stamp being China Scott No. 125. 
This catalogues for three cents used. It was issued in 1910. 

For a short period of time late in 1910 and then only early in 1911, Chinese 
stamps were used in Tibet before the special trilingual overprints - China. 
Offices in Tibet. Scott. Nos. 1-11 - \\'C'rr issued. 

Figu re I. 

The front of the coYcr shown in Figure 2 (see page 146) identifies t he use 
of this common Chinese stamp as for domestic mail within Tibet from Gyantse 
to Lh asa Jnring the aforementioned period. 

Warren G. Kauder, M.D. 
Newark, N . ]. 
In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, The Collectors 

Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR (Continued from Page 144) 

the market. This is true of the collection of CC'rtified plate proofs. These proofs 
are utilized every day by the prirnte collectors and r esearcher , either by visiting 
the Museum or by correspondence. One cannot but suppose that there may be a 
few collectors and dealers who would like to sec this priceless group of proofs 
broken up and placed on public sale for five dolJ:irs a set as was done with the 
remainders of Newspaper and P eriodical stamps in 1899. But such gem-hunters 
argue without knowledge. 

Indeed, if the "gems of philately .. . are constantly getting scarcer," as Mr. 
Knox correctly observed, we can only conclude that the rarities are disappearing 
from the non-museum collections; and that if future philatelists want to sec 
examples of the gems before thcsC' rarities arc all Yictims of attrition, collectors 
should look to the future and donate at least one example of each rarity to a 
museum - such as the Smithsonian - where the rarity can be properly cared 
for, properly housed, properl)- protC'ctcd, proper !~- C'xhibitecl, ancl made prnpC'rly 
available to the philatelist· of this and future generations. 

Carl H. Scheele 
Associate Curator in Charge 
Division of Philately and 
Postal H istory 
Smithsonian ln st it11tiu11 
Washington, D . C. 
TO 

~abu Kuldbarma Sunder. 
~HORASYA•PALA THUM~HCGUM HOU E. 

lrHASA. 
Figure 2. 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Due to a grea t demand for back numbers of thi s magazine, many old issues are no lon ger 

available. A list of those on hand appear on page 174 of thi s number. 

Many back numbers on thi s ]i , t are in ve r y ~ li ort supply, only one or two •·opirs sti ll 
being in stock. Anyone planning to fill in his file hould ch eck this list and orde1· now. 
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Haiti 
Cap Haitien and St. Marc 1889 Black Handstamps 

A New Find 

By Samuel Dalsimer 

It is now about nine years since 1 was foolhardy enou gh to publish what I 
thought was a reliable list of th e knmrn conrs bca1·ing the reverse black Cap 
Haiti en handstamp of 1889* (Fig. 1). 

Figu re I. 

'l'his rather c1·ude handmade stamp was applied to a few covers for a short 
time at Cap Haitien, the capital of the secessionist Northern. R epublic of Haiti. 

It was a time of disorders, of treason and of final Yictory for the revolution­
aries of the North, under the leadership of Florvil Hyppolite (Fig. 2). 

This "proYisional " marking has been regarded as the work of the group of 
the bright, energetic men who rebelled in December, 188 . They eYentually took 
power ten months later. 

It is a mark interwoYen with the violent history of Haiti. I had counted 
twelve of them in 1959. 'l'hen, in 1965, I brought the listing up-to-date,** 
corrected certain errnrs and listed fifteen covers as definitely known, and possibly 
a sixteenth- all with the handstamp reading '' Haiti/ Postes/Cap Haitien.'' 

Now, again I have the temerity to publish a new list, this time with 31 items, 
including one rather interesting discovery. 

A St. Marc Handstamp, Too 

There is clear evidence that there was an almost identical ha ndstamp for 
the town of Saint Marc, in addition to the one previously known for Cap Haitien, 
rontnining thr \\"Ol'ds, ' · 8t. l\Iarc/ Postes/ Haiti. " (Fig. 3) . The town nnm e 
in this variety wns placed first rather than last as in the Cap Haitien stamp. 

Saint Marc, a town in the northern area in the .Artibonite section (see Fig. 4) 
;.ii>out LS:i kill. to th e southwest of Cap Haitien, was ainong- the northern places 
that revolted against President T1egitime in 18 8, along with Gonaives, Port-de­
Paix and Cap Haitie11. 

There ar e three known covers with th is scarce mark. (On the 1 ist that 
follows at the end of this article, they ar c Nos. 7, 26 and 30.) They carried 
letters, all of which were presumably written by the ame person, a lawyer, to 
the same person, another lawyer, in Port-au-Prince. 

One cover was dated October 9, 1889, the day H yppolite took power. The 
other two are elated in Decembc1· (13th and 19th) when peace between the war­
ring factions was probably restored. 

*The COLLEC'l'ORS CLUB PHILATELIST Vol. 38, No. 6. 
*-*ibid Vol. 44, No. 4. 
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Figure 2. F. Hyppolite. (Photo by 
Boutrelle) 

The discovery of this proYisional han<lstamp \ms stimulated by an inquiry 
made to the writer by Mr. Li,·ing-ston T. Dickason , regarding a cover he owns 
(No. 26 on the list ). H e questioned \\·hether a letter written in Saint-Marc on 
October 9 could travel north to Cap H aitien to receive the handstamp (see Fig. 4 
map) and then south to Po1-t-au-Pri nee, and arrive in t ime for the recipient to 
respond by October 12, as noted on the letter. It did not seem reasonable. 

This caused the writer to undertake a more thorough examination of the 
conr illustrated on page J 2J of the late Leon Montes book. It led to cor­
r espondence with his son, who is in charge of his father's superb collection of 
Haiti in Port-au-Prince, the anival of' clear photographs of two - not one -
Saint-Marc covers with a St. lVla l'C hl ack handstamp and finally, of one of the 
coyers, actually a folded letter (Fig. 5.). This examination Yeri:fied Mr. 
Dickason 's suspicion: there indeed exists a St. Marc version of the Cap I-Iaitien 
handstamp. 

A Shortage of Stamps or A Revolution? 

Haiti was in turmoil fOl' a t least the ten months from December, 1888 to 
October, 1889. No stamps " ·ere issurcl. H yppolite became President in October, 
1889. It took a full year befo1·e hr macle an:v rnoYe toward replenishing the 

Figure 3. The St. Marc handstamp. 
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Figure 4. Map of Haiti showing C a p Haitie n a nd St. Marc. 

supply of stamps. In October, 1890, he ordered 120,000 of the 3c Salomon 
overprinted with a 2c denomination. 

Thus, from November 1887, when the Salomon-head stamps (Scott Type A5) 
appeared until October, 1890, or fo1· a period of three years, there was no addi­
tional stamp-issuing activity. 

P rior to 1887, Haiti was issuin g stamps almost yearly . If not with new 
designs, then they wer e printed from new plates of old designs, almost from 1881, 
the year it issued its first stamp. There were actually nine separate issues from 
1881 through 1887, including official re-issues and new plate varieties, so that a 
hiatus of 36 months was unusual for this country. 

From this, one may reason that the towns of Cap Haitien and Saint-Marc 
created the black handstamps in order to redress shortages of stamps. We do 
know however, these facts: we know there was a successful revolt in 1888 that 
included the towns of Cap Haitien and Saint-Marc. W e do know that some 
Salomon stamps were overprinted " R :S" (R epublique Septentrionale). W e 
know that plans were made to issue paper money for the Northern Republic. 
And the archives of our own country's diplomatic history show that representa­
tives of the Jorth were negotiating with the United States State Department for 
supplies and recognition. In other words, the use of the black handstamp in 
the rebellious territory could be regarded as part of the paraphernalia of the 
rebellion. 

To be fair, an argument could be raised against this theory, it seems to me, 
stemming from the very name of the reYolutionary government: "Republique 
Septentrionale" - Northern Republic. Its initials were "R :S." Why, then, 
were "revolut ionary" black handstl.lmps of Cap H aitien and Saint Marc made 
without reference to the name or initials of the new revolutionary "republic" ~ 
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Figure 5. Fold ed letter with the St. Marc handstamp upside-down, dated December 19, 1889. 
The December 23rd backstamp of Port-au-Pr ince is seen in the upper left corner. 

A Little of Each 

I prefer a theor·.'· that bridges both possibilities: Jet ns Sa.'· that the two hancl­
stamps of Cap Haiti cn and Saint-Marc were created due to a real shortage of 
stamps. The earli est known usage was March 3, 1 89, about two months after 
the outbreak of the revolution. Therefore, the revolution probably had little 
t ime to become institutionalized, 1md was operating amidst the disorders of cla:v­
to-day planning. Th e Cap H aitien and Saint-lVIarc hamlstamps were at hand. 
Th e:v served both to relicvr the stamp shortage and to aYoirl the use of adhrsi,·c 
stamps issued by the Salomon regime. 

Jn other words, the mark may well Jicwe been a rrrnlutiona1·.'· m·tifart as 
well as a proYisiona l to ovc1·rornr stamp supply sh01·tagrs. 

Fixing the Date of 1889 

Of the 31 covers with these handstamps, 22 are clearly dated 1889. 'l'hP 
balance of nine are dated 011 the front either 1881 or 1888. HoweYer, of th esr 
nine, the six that have readab le backstarnp dating, al l sho\\· the date of 1889 
(Fig. 6). Consequentl.'·, the new coYers confirm ID.'' belief that any dating other 
than 1889 was an errnr in setting the date-cancellin g equipment. 

'l'he earliest of the ro,·ers is dated M.arch 3, 1889, and the.'' run to owr a 
period of nin e month s to Drcember 19, 1 '89. Only fi,·r bear dates after Hyppo­
li te becamr Presid ent of a ll of Haiti on Oetolw1· 9, 188B. 'l'hr 26 others, all 
rm·lier, \rerr elated <llll"ing thr JWl"iod " ·hen P!"es id ent r~egitirn r was in control of 
the South. 

Destinations 

·where did these 31 rovers go ? 1\1ost (27) wrnt out of the conn tr.'·: one to 
P aris, France; 16 to St. Thomas, the on re great Da11ish trading port of the 
Caribbean; two to Santo Domingo, six to Nrw York, two to London, England . 
Only three were used locall y, and thry were the three Saint-Marc covers pre­
viously referred to. 
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TH . BEHRMANN ~ 
CAPE HAYTI. 

Figure 7. This cover to New York was d e livered by the New York post office as fully paid seen 
by the circular " Paid All " backstamp shown at the bottom . 

C. CZAYK O W SKI & CIA. , 

CAP HAl TIEN, 

HAiTI. 

Figure 8. On this cover from Cap Haitien the New Yo rk post office collected I 0 cents postage due. 
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Figure b. {Top) The Cap Haitien postmark is 1881. {Bottom) The St. Thomas backstamp is 
dated 1889. 

The Mark Performed Its Function 

This mark, presumably without benefit of UPU blessing or other advance 
warning to the world, was accepted at its destination as Yalid, full-paid postage 
in the case of 23 of the 27 coYers destined for foreign addresses. 

The only suspicious post office seems to have been the one in New York. 
All in all, six letters with this mark wel'e nddressed to New York City. The first 
two, dated March, 1889, got by (Fig. 7 ) as fully prepaid. Then something 
happened! The four other New York covel's were slapped with U.S. postage 
due stamps - three with 10 cents (Fig. 8) and one with 40 cents! 

Other foreign post offices accepted the mark. (I have not seen the cover 
which supports the statement in the ''Kohl Handbuch '' which says the French 
collected postage at Le Havre. P erhaps it exists sornewhel'e, but the mark per­
formed its function of carrying the mail to at least five countries without 
imposition of an additional levy. ) 

There are still many things I do not know. For instance, who made the 
stamps~ Did the same person or firm make both of them~ Where were they 
made? Were similar ones made for other Haitian cities ~ 

Finally, I would welcome word from mrnel's of conrs with these handstamps 
with whom I have not already corresponded. I would especially like to hear from 
anyone who may own additional St. Marc copies; and the successful bidders for 
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lots 1185 and 1186 in the Robson Lowe sale of the I-Iennan material on October 
13, 1966 in Basel, Switzerland. 

Tabulation Of The Known Covers 

(Arranged In Order Of Discovery) 

Source Date 

1. The Philatelist (see Cap Haitien, 
Robson Lowe, Aug. 1939, July 16, 1888 
Vol. 5, N o. 11) 

2. Author's collection 
(Ex-Tows) 

Cap Haitien, 
July 16, 1888 

Address 

- - itberg, 
- Baudon 
- ans (Paris?) 

Messrs. Charles 
Delinois & Co., 
St. Thomas 

Other Markings 

Not Shown 

Face: Ligne F - July 
(?) 16, 1889; Back: St. 
Thomas, July 22, 1889 
Ms. 15, blue crayon 

3. Author's collection Cap H aitien, M. Cles. Fraser, None 
May 10, 1881 Pta. Plata 

4. Author's collection Cap Haitien, Madame Nicolas, Face: purple c.d.s., Pu-
Aug. 22, 1889 Couturiere, erto Plata, August 25, 

5. Author's collection 
(Ex Tows & D eCoppet) 

6. Hubbard collection 
(Ex-Tows) 

Cap Haitien, 
April 10, 1889 

Cap Haitien 
Oct. 9, 1889 

7. La Timbrologie Haitienne, Saint Marc 
Montes. (P. 121) D ec. 13, 1889 

8. Wolff collection (proba­
bly mentioned in D eutsche 
Briefmarken Z eitung, 
June 3, 1909.) 

9. Illustration in D eutsche 
Briefmark en Z eitung, 
June 3, 1909 

10. Bass collection -
D ouble Strike 

11. Bass collection 

None 

Cap Haitien 
Aug. 5, 1889 
(upside down) 

Cap Haitien 
7 (?) / 9/ 1888 

Cap Haitien, 
Aug. 5, 1889 

Porta Plata 1889 

Messieurs 
Jimenes & Haus­
tedt & Co., P.O. 
Box 233, N.Y. 

Messieurs 
Thackray & Co., 
N ew York 

Not honored by U SPO 
U.S. Jl9 tied plus du­
plex "Due 10 cents, New 
York, April 18, 89" 

Not honored by U SPO 
U.S. Jl9 tied plus du­
plex "Due 10, New York 
Oct. 21 , 89" 

Monsieur I. C. Back: Port-au-Prince, 
Antoine, Avocat, Dec. 14, 1889 
Port-au-Prince 

Monsieur Hein­
rich Balluder, 
St. Thomas 

St. Thomas 

Messieurs Jacob 
Walker & Co., 
Landres 

None 

Back: August 10, 1889 

Back: 1 St. Thomas, 
July 11, 1889; 
2. London, July 30, 1889 

Heinr. Balluder Back: St. Thomas, 
Esq. - St . Thomas Aug. 10, 1889 
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Source Date 

12. Wolff collection Cap Haitien, 
(almost indentical to ~11) Aug. 5, 1889 

13. Author's collection 
(upside down) 

Cap H aitien, 
Aug. 5, 1889 

Address Other Markin gs 

Heinr. Balluder Back: St. Thomas, 
Esq.· St. Thomas Aug. 10, 1889 

Heinr. Balluder Back: St. Thomas, 
Esq . -St. Thomas Aug. 10, 1889 

14. Crouch article m 
Stamp Lover, 1908-09 

Cap Haitien, N ot given Not given 

15. Sellers' collection 

16. Author's collection 

17. Hubbard collection 
Double Strike 

Aug. 5, 1889 

Cap Ha:itien, 
Aug. 5, 1889 

Cap Haitien, 
Mar.3 , (1881?) 

Cap Haitien, 
July 23, 1889 

18. Hubbard collection Cap Haitien 
Aug. 16, 1888 

19. Harmer Rooke, Ltd. auc- None 
tion catalogue 28, 29, 
April 1966 

20. Dickason collection, Har- Cap Haitien 
mer Rooke, Ltd., catalogue ?, 10, 1889 
28, 29, Oct., 1965 
(Plate 5) 

21. Blinn collection 
(Ex-Tows) 

22. Hubbard collection 
(Ex-Hennan) 

Cap Haitien 
Aug. 5, 1889 

Cap Haitien 
July 9, 1888 

23. Dickason collection, Hen- Cap Haitien 
nan catalogue, Lot 1183 Mar. 27, 1889 
Robson Lowe, 1966 

H einr. Balluder Back: St. Thomas, 
Esq. -St. Thomas August 8, 1889 

M essrs. Thackray Back: duplex "Paid PO 
&Co., N ew York all, N ew York, March 

16, 89" 

Messrs. Bronsted Back: St. Thomas, July 
& Co., 25, 1889. Ms. Blue 2/ 30 
St. Thomas Suggests double rate 

Messieurs Chs. 
Delinois & Co. 
Saint Thomas 

Monsieur Hein­
rich Balluder, 
St. Thomas 

M essrs. Jimenes, 
Haustedt & Co. 
New York 
P.O . Box 233 

Back: St. Thomas, Aug. 
22, 1889. M s. Blue: 15 

N one 

Not honored by USPO, 
Stamped "U. S. Charge 
to Collect 40 cents." 
Franked with lOc and 
30c U.S. Postage Dues. 
Back: NY, 4-18-89 

Heinr. Balluder Back: St. Thomas, 
Esq., St. Thomas Aug. 10, 1889 

Messrs. Fred Back: St. Thomas, 
Barnes & Co., 11, ? 
109 Fenchurch 
St., London 
Per German Str. 

Messieurs A. D. Reg. letter 
Straus & Co., 15 Back: April 3, '89 
Broadway, New 
York, P .O. Box 
3198 
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Source Date Address Other Markings 

24. H enn an catalogue, Lot Cap Haitien St. Thomas Back: St. Thomas, 
1185, Robson Lowe, 1966 Aug. 5, 1889 Aug. 10, 1889 

25. H ennan catalogue, Cap H aitien St. Thomas Face: Fr. octagal packet 
Lot 1186, Robson Lowe, Aug. 16, 1889 datestamp: Ligne F, 
1966 Paq. Fr. No. 1; Ms. blue 

: 15 Back: St. T homas, 
Aug. 22, 1889 

26. Dickason collection, Hen- St. Marc, Monsieur I. C. N o backstamp 
nan catalogue, Lot 1188 Oct. 9, 1889 Antoine, Avocat, 
Robson Lowe, 1966 Port-au-Prince 

27. Author's collection Cap Haitien Walter Thack- Not honored by U SPO. 
(Ex-Hennan, Lot 1187) Oct. 9, 1889 ray & Co., N.Y. U S J 19 tied plus duplex 

"Due 10 cents, N ew 
Yark, Oct. 21, 89 _" 

28. Author's collection Cap Haitien 
June 10, 1881 

Chr. Daniel Esq. 
Consul at Haiti 
St. Thomas 

Back: St. T homas, 
June 13, 1889 

Pr. S.S. Colonia 

29. Author's collection Cap Haitien 
April 26, 1881 

Messieurs. Ch. 
D elinois & Cie. 
St. Thomas, pr. 
Str. Allemand 
"Croatia" 

Face & back: Circ. "H. 
Etienne & Cie. Cap 
Haitien 

Back: St. Thomas 
April 28, 1889 

30. Author's collection Saint-Marc Monsieur I. C. Back: eds 
Dec. 19, 1889 Antoine, Avocat, Port-au-Prince 

31. H. R. H armer, Ltd. cata- Cap Haitien 
!ague June 17-20, 1968, July 20, 1889 
auction Lot 671 

Bibliography: 

C. W. H ennan, unpublished notes 

Port-au-Pee. Dec. 23, 1889 

Messrs. Chs. De- Back: 
linois & Cie., St. Unknown 
Thomas, Par 
"Croatia" S.S. 

La Timbrologre H ait ienne, Montes (Pg. 121) 
Histoire du Peuple Haitienne, Dantes Bellegarde, 1953, pp. 191 -198 
The Diplomatic Relations of the United States with Haiti, R. W . Logan, Chap. XIV 
PHILATELIC BOOKS 

See inside Back Cover in this Number for the complete listing of 
books that are currently available. 
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Cuba 
1949 Postal Stationery 

By Jose A. Ferrer-Monge 

The increased actiYity in the field of postal station er~· collecting in the 
past years has stimulated me to write the present article on a sremingly ignorrd 
issue - the 1949 stamped envelopes of Cuba. 

To the best of my knowledge, Yery little has bern \\Titten about these 
envelopes aside from the usual brief notes in thr new issues columns and 
chronicles in philatelic periodicals and journals about the time when the postal 
stationery was issued. 

Sin~e this issue possesses a number of interesting details, " ·hich apparently 
have been neglected or oYerlooked by collector as well as specialists, it is my 
purpose to present all the information that I have been able to gather from 
official sources, philatelic clippings and my own personal obserrntions. 

The Presidential D ecree 

The story begins with Presidential Decree No. 529 of February 5, 1949, 
whereby the Ministry of Communications 'ms authorized to contract for the 
printing of a new series of stamped envelopes. The last issue of stamped 
envelopes (1910 ) had not been popular with the public. But after thirty-nine 
years, the government assumed that the new stationery " ·ould be received favor­
ably, particularly by the business interests. 

On May 24, 1949, Sr. Carlos 1\Iaristany S[mchez, Communications' Minister, 
issued Postal Order No. 8 addressed to all postal administrations announcing 
that the printing of the enveloprs had been complete<l. 'fhe order contained 
three basic instructions. 
1. The first one gaYe a yery bl'icf description of each kind of enYelope - its 
face value, size and design. 
2. The second stated: " This em·elopes' issue will be placed on sale at the 
International and General Sen-ices Bureau and in all postal administrations 

., ., .. llT ,,,., ., .. 1111' " 

-
0:~·:::0 ~ 0::;:·::0 

CORREO A€R€0 '. '·-" . . ... 

@.,,.._,,,.4(,0 H..,A~ 

Fig ure I. The five designs of t he 1949 issue of stamped envelopes. 
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No. 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 . 

6. 

7. 

B. 

9. 

of the republic, Thusday, June 2nd, so that philatelists and other interested 
persons can acquire, prepare, and remit them to the Havana Postal Administra­
tion where they will be cancelled with the First Day (of issue) cancel during 
the 24 hours of Monday, June 6th." 
3. The third instruction indicated among other things that ''envelopes re­
ceived after 12 PM June 6th. shall not be hit with the first day of issue cancel." 

A New Decree 

Order No. 8 was never put into effect, being superseded by Postal Order 
No. 9 of July 6, 1949 signed by the new minister, Sr. Arturo Illas Cuza. This 
new order contained four instructions instead of three in the earlier one. 
However, in essence the contents was the same. The only significant change is 
found in the second instruction where the date for placing the envelopes on 
sale was moved to Wednesday, July 20, and the first day of issue to Wednesday, 
July 27. I have been unable to obtain any information as to the reason or 
reasons for postponing issuance of the envelopes for almost seven weeks. 

The vignettes were designed by Sergio Lopez Mesa. Printing was done by 
lithography by V eranes y Cia of Havana. 

As indicated above, both postal decrees were extremely brief in stating the 
details of the envelopes. Nevertheless, from various sources I have assembled 
the data that is presented in the following table. 

Cuba 1949 Post a I Stationery 

Den om· Dimension 
ination Design Color Postal Use P.O. Size mm Quantity Remarks 

le J . Miro green postage 63/4 164.5x91.2 250,000 For second· 
class domes· 
tic mail. 
Un gummed 
side flap 
for postal 
inspection 

2c M. Corona red postage 63/4 (same) 600,000 First-class 
domestic 

2c J . G. Gomez red postage 63/,i (same) 200,000 Window en· 
velope for 
first-class 
mail 

2c M. Corona red postage 10 241xl04.5 100,000 Fkst-class 
domestic 

2c J. G. Gomez red postage 10 (same) 100,000 Window en-
velope for 
first-class 
mail 

5c airplane blue air mail 6314 164.5x91 .2 100,000 Domestic 
air post 

5c airplane blue air mail 10 241x104.5 100,000 Domestic 
air post 

Be airplane red air mail 63/4 164.5x91 .2 100,000 Foreign 
air post 

Be airplane red air mail 10 241 x104.5 100,000 Foreign 
air post 

Collectors should note that in the Higgins & Gage "Priced Catalogue of 
Postal Stationery of the World,'' envelope No. 5 in the table is omitted and 
the size for their No. 16 (No. 3 in the table) is erroneously given as 160 x 89 mm. 

Figure 1 shows the designs of the five different envelopes in the series. 
The printing was rather poorly executed. For example, in the 2c regulars, 
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Figu re 2. The two dies of the I c re gu lar post age: (left) Die A {rig ht) Die B. 

man~- rolor shades from li g·ht 1·r<l 1o deep rrd ex ist. Tn th r Gr and 8r a ir m:i il. 
it is common to find rnYr lop rs in \rhich the ail'ph111 e is h a l'dl~ · distinguishabl e 
from the backgl'Ound. In thr 2r em·elopes (Nos . 2-G ) the a li g·rnnrnt is frr­
qurntl~- so po01· that thr <lrsigns of l'oronn all(l (;iimrz ;1 1·r rit hr r looking up in 
th e air 01· dmn1 to r:irt" h. 

Two Dies 

1 haYe foull(l t\rn <l irs of thr l r gwrn , \\·hirh :nr sl1own in Figm·t> 2. '!'h r 
distinguishing featurrs arc as foll o"·s: 

D1:e A 
1. Lettering in "REP (TBT,TCA DE 

CUBA " and "CORREOS,' . 
thick 

2. ¢ face Yalue, th ick 
3. Numeral " 1," thick 
4. Design of J. Mir6, thin 

Die R 
1. Lrttrring in " Rl<;P1TBLTCA nE 

CllBA .. and "CORREOS,'' 
thin 

2. ¢fare rn lur, thin 
3. Num r l'al " l ," thin 
-1- . Design of .T. Mid> thirk 

Careful examination i·r,·ra ls somr othrr minol' <liffp1·pnrrs. 

Different Varieties 

I haYC' noted also t\\·o platr rn ri rt ics, onr in t.h<> Gr blnr, air mail :.ind on e 
in thr Sc i·ed, ail' mai l (see Figure 3) . ln the 5c thr " J) " and "E'' of " DE ' ' 
in thr bottom tabl et insc t·ibed "REPUBLIC' A J)E l' (lBA" m·c joined. In the 
Sc thr bottom tabl et is llllHen (pl'Obabl,v thi t> to a dmnaged plate ) . 

All the e1wcl opes \\·r 1·e manufacture<l on white wo,·r pnpc l' , nmn1ter-
11rn 1·krd. '11hcre a1·r two diffcrrnt t~·prs of paper, ras il.'· i·rrognizable. One I 
luwr designated as thin semi-transparent , and thr other as opaqur. 

\11 the regular size 6:Y. e1welopes (Nos. l -3 ) that· I lrnYr rxa min e<l come 
on th e th in scm i-tl'anspa 1·ent t~·pr of paper. i\'lost or the r egular size 10 en­
,·elopes (Nos. -!-5 ) are opaque. 

On the inside of Nos. 1-3 em·rlopes is prin trd lH'<ll' the upper 10ft corner in 
light g·rn~· and read ing in i·r,·r 1·sl' from left to right - "C llBA DE REPUB­
LICA " / "CORRE OS " and "the coat of arms of t lw r epublir ' ' (see Figul'e 4). 
When the enwlopc is examined in the normal position ( with the -vignette toward 
the front) one can i·cad t hr above p1·int correctl.v fl'Olll left to i· ight, that is -
" REPUBLI CA DE GCB \ " / "CORREOS " ;1ml "coat of am1s." 

On the inside of size 10 em ·rlopes (Nos. 4-5) is p l'inted the same inscl'ip-
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--· -.;g 'bl''"S1 · 1 • 1 ••·zzr •Mo•1:1911.1.:wa•n• 

m -rag:1tnv2vs rnz 
REPUBUCA DE · <;UBA't.'· 

Figure 3. Pl a te varieti es of the a ir ma il enve lo pes. Top row : Sc {l eft) " DE" is normal , (right) joined 
" DE." Boi'tom row: Sc (l eft ) normal tablet ( ri ght) tablet is be nt . 

tion. But r eading· 1101·rna llr from left to right " REPPBLICA DE CUBA" / 
"CORREOS " and '·coat of arms," so that on r ep eating the pre\'ious exarn ina­
t.ion as " ·ith Ill,\' Nos. 1-3 (Yig·ncttr toward the front ) the inscription is r eYerse<l 
(bottom of L<'ig·ure -± ) . 

One gets the imp1·css ion that the cut ernplo,'l·ed for p1·inting this inscription 
\\'as i1werted so that t"lw 1·egistCI' \\'as r eversed. L ater , noticing the mistake, 
the rut \\·as l'cmow<l frnrn the p1·rss, tnrnecl around a nd reinserted, l'esult ing in 
;1 normal print. 

Actuall y, a. careful nntl close exa mination of the enwlopes r ewal that thii;; 
\\'<lS not the case. 

T wo Cuts Used 

Two cl ifferent cuts wc1·c usetl. In the process of manufacturing the first 
one, th e wording· was rn oncously laid dO\rn in the normal sequence, result ing 
in a. r e,·ersed impression . To correct this, a second cut cut \YaS made with tlw 
\\'Ol'<ling la id <lo\\'n in 1·cw1·io;c sequence resulting in a normal or correct impres­
sion. 

The follo\\'ing· 1lrtnils ;i 1·e suffi cient to distinguish one from the other: 

First Cut ( Reverse P l'in t) 
1. Blurred impress ion 

Second Cut (Normal) 
1. Sharp impression 

Figure 4 . In sid e pr inting on ordinary postag e envelopes. Top : second cut , correct printing , size I 0 
envelopes. Bottom , fi rst c ut, reve rse pr inting , size b 3/4 e nvel o pes. 
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Figure 5. Inside printing on size 6 3/4 air mail envelopes. 

Figure 6. Inside printing on size I 0 air mail envelopes. 

2. " REPUBLICA DE CUBA" 
68.5 mm. long 

3. "CORRE OS" 32.5 mm. long 

2. " REPUBLICA DE CUBA" 
70 mm. long 

3. " CORRE OS " 33 mm. long 

All the air mail envelopes are printed on the inside with a " security " 
pattern as illustrated in Figures 5 and 6. The printing is in gray and does 
not lend for good photographic reproduction. Near the bottom edge, as part 
of the design, but hardly distinguishable is the wording ''CUBA DE REPUB­
LICA" and "CORRE OS " in two lines in reverse sequence like in the other 
envelopes previously noted and shown in Figure 4. Apparently, this error was 

(Continued on Page 173) 
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The Clubhouse 
Meeting of January 15, 1969 

New Zealand. Great Barrier Island 1898-99 Pigeon Post Stamps 

The first regular meeting of the ew Year was planned for the above­
mentioned date, because the Collectors Club Handbook No. 22 of the Theodore E. 
Steinway Memorial Publication Fund was scheduled to be ready for sale about 
January 1, 1969. It worked out as planned. The printer had delivered the 
book right after the first of the year. 

The editor of the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, Henry M. Goodkind, had 
suggested this meeting for two reasons. Firstly, he had received the manuscript 
from New Zealand more than five years ago and had been working on preparing 
it for publication ever since then. Secondly, he had secured his first Great 
Barrier Island 1898-99 pigeon post stamps thirty years ago . Over the following 
years, he had become more and more fascinated with them, so that he had formed 
a comprehensive collection; the entire had never been on public exhibition. 

The author of Handbook No. 22 had died in Auckland, New Zealand in 
1963. H is writings on his prize-winning collection had survived. These were 
later sent here for publication. But the material in his collection could not be 
made available for illustrative purposes. Consequently, a majority of the 70 
illustrations in the book were from the c.c.P. editor's collection. All this material 
was on display on January 15, 1969 in the S. G. Rich Memorial Room frames. 

One, who possesses a cop:v of Handbook No. 22, can examine the illustrations 
to learn what had been shown. Adrien Boutrelle had taken twenty color slides 
of each one of the eight different stamps. These were shown on the screen as 
the speaker remarked on each one. 

For the specialist in these pigeon post stamps, besides mint copies, both 
singles and large multiples, there are about ten different cancellations, the light­
weight paper forms that had the messages (called flimsies ),forwarding envelopes 
in which the flown messag·e was enclosed, essays, proofs, imperforates, and postal 
history. Two stamps had been counterfeited, and examples of them were 
displayed. 

T he Value Of Private Posts 

Before turning to the material in the frames, the editor of this magazine 
made some significant introductory remarks. 

The pigeon post stamps were sold and used by two private firms. In 1897, 
mining operations began on the Great Barrier Island, 65 miles northeast of Auck­
land, New Zealand. At that time, the only line of communication was a steamer 
that sailed back and forth every two weeks. 

Two different pigeon racers in Auckland decided to establish an air post 
service. It not only filled a great need for the public but proved mighty suc­
cessful. It lasted for almost ten years until a cable linked the Great Barrier 
Island with New Zealand. 

Shown was an 1898 petition signed by most of the Great Barrier Island 
residents to the New Zealand Department of Posts, requesting some government 
subsidy in order that this 19th century air mail service could be expanded to 
render more frequent flights by the birds. Later on, there were further requests 
from the public. All were refused. 

Consequently, not being official issues, the general stamp catalogues, such 
as Scott and Gibbons, do not list these eight pigeon post stamps. But all the 
161 



'!'HF, COLLECTORS CLUB PHTLATELTST, VOL. 48, NO. 3 
spec ialized a ir post cata logues, such as Sanabr ia, and the speciali zed New Zealand 
catalogues do. 

Th r speaker beliel'ed that th r operation of private posts never has been 
p l'opcl'I,\' appreciated nor und ersto0tl . In thrse t im es, we see both the P osta l 
I) pn l'tm ents of th e Uni ted State's and th e United Kingdom plannin g· to i·cmO\'f' 
thr handling of mail from a 100 % gm·ernm cnt monopoly in onlr r to t r,\· to gin 
th e publi c chea per and better mail senice. 

Fast and Reliable Service 

l\fa ny of the p igeons fl ew messages in all k inds of \\·cather a distance of 
appl'Oximately 60 mil es in one hour 's t ime. This \\·as the first regular public air 
ma il srnice in the ,,·orl d. Th e cost of sending a message b,\· pigeon from the 
Island \\'as one shillin g. 

Th r t wo companies had been bitter riYa ls for the publ ic's senice. The 
com petition in c1·easec1 as t ime ,,·ent on, causin g one company to reduce the cost 
of c~n 1 -.v i11 g a message to 6 pence. 

Stamps were used not only as the most cmweni ent wa,\· to prepay the postage 
clwrgcs, but for n mor e practical r eason . Th e \\Titten message \ \'CIS t ied to a 
p igeon's leg. Tt ha(l to be folded man.'· t imes to a small size to do this. An 
;1dhes in " stamp helped secu re the message \\·hil e the bin ls were fl,\1in g it. 

The Stamps 

As for the eight different starnps, h rn werr proY isionals, because the Ne"· 
Zealand Drpa r tmrnt of Posts forbade the use of the namr, "post," that had 
appeared on one issue. One compan,\' used two stamps both \\·ith the same 
triangular design ,,·ith a 6 pence and one shillin g (lenomin ation . Its 6 prnre 
stamp \\'HS issue(l in thr gr eatest quantity - 10,000. 

The small est quant ity issuecl was a provisional OYerprin t of only 240. A 
copper min e was srt up on Mar otiri I sland and one p igeon company flew some 
messages b,\' p igeon to th01·r. Th e clista nee is a bout 67 milees. It ·was a small 
issue because a defini te 0 1w shillin g was bein g p r inted. But onl y 600 were issncd 
of the latter. 'l'h e a mount of a il' mail to Marotir i I sland " ·as much less t han 
\\·ith the Great Bar r ier Island. 

This, then , was the meeting \Yith the story and the stamps of the 19th 
crntury air post scnice for the public that gaYe satisfaction for almost a decadP 
\\'hil e the goYernm ent snt b,v, not on l,\· do ing noth ing to help this public sen-ice 
but ;:irtuall,\1 ca using some harrassment to the prirntr operators of this p igeon 
post. (H . M. G.) 

Meeting of February 19, 1969 

China 

Ell er~' Denison, President of the Chin a Stamp Society, spoke and exhibited 
China in the t\yenty \rn ll frames. His interest in Chi nese stamps began during 
the 1930's \\'hen he ,,·as in business in Hong Kong. To him Chinese stamps 
represent a gr eat coll ecting chall enge \\'i t h innu mer ab le possibilities r anging 
from the stampless era, the forern nners, the classics, and the later run-of-the-mill 
issues. In add ition , surcharges an<l oYerprin ts, t he 1·esult of changing postal 
ad minist l'at ions, t he cun·enc.' · in use, normal shol'tages and o,·er ages of cer ta in 
ntl ues accompa nied b,\· \\' a rtim e needs and post-wa r inflat ion, ca n affol'd rndl ess 
honrs of ]Jlrasu r e and st udy of t he many ine,·itabl e Ya ri etics. 

The ci\· ili zation of China goes back many hun(lrccl s of years wi th a postal 
sen iee eornm encin g during the Chow Dynasty which n1lrd f 1·om 1122 to 255 B.C. 
This official ser,·ice was opened fo r limi ted pri\'atc use about 1402 A.D . Mr. 
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Denison sho\\'ed an outsized en\'Clope used for official corrcspornlence about 100 
years ago, imprinted. with instruct ions to the canirr to proccetl \\'ith all spercl 
under th r eats of dire penalties! 

Treaty Ports Mail 

Follo\1·ing thr Trea t~ · of Nanking ·in 18+2, rr1t:1in Chinesr ritirs \\' ere oprnr<l 
to foreign trade and resid ence - hence the nam e ' ' Treaty P orts. '' In 1860, a 
Customs Maritime Service was opened in Shanghai 'ri th branchrs in the Yarious 
Treaty P orts to collect import and export taxes on goods arri\·ing and departing 
on foreign Yessels. This srnice " ·as under the nrnnagcment of Sir Robert Hart. 
8ir Robert set up a com munication system bebwrn his branches in the Treat.\· 
P orts carryin g diplomatic mail to and from th e Yarious L egat ions in P eking. 

By 1876, a need was felt for a more r egular mail sen ·ice between the Yarious 
ports. In order to r educe the cost of the organization , a P ostal Department was 
created. in the Customs. Letters ,\·er e accepted from the public to be carrird 
to ports ,\·her e the Customs had offices. 

China's F irs t Issue 

Upon the recommendation of Sir Robert , a set of three postage stamps was 
issued for use on mail accepted for tra11spo1·t b~r the Customs Scnice. This is 
t he first issue of China , kno\\'n as the ' ' Large Dragons;'' it appeared. in 1878. 
Th e three printings of these ' ·Large Dra gon ' ' sta mps ar e the classics issues of 
Chin a. Th e~· haw been plated* and ::il ong \\'ith the imfo·ichrnl rity seal and 
r irrular date-stamp cancellations are ind eed as fasci 11 :1ting as ran be seen . 

Th ese ,\·er e foll owed b~· the lrss attn1cti1·e so-call ed "Small Dragons. " In 
1 94 to cclrbrate the 60th birthda ~· of the Empress Dmrnger , a set r ich m 
Chin ese symbolism 'ms issned. 

Jn 1897 Chin a changetl its cmTenr~· prior to joining the CP.U., resulting in 
many surcharges, some of whi ch arc quite scarce. Mr. Denison find s thr 
surcharges on the 3 cent rrcl Revenu e stamp of this period of particular interest. 
He shm\·e<l. seYera l pages of th ese oYerprints, as wrll as one of the few unsur­
r ha l'gccl red Re\·cnues which ' 'got out.'' 

Prance, Germany, flreat Britain (H ong Kong stamps ) , Ital~· , J apan, 
Russia, and the Un itrd States opernted postal scnices an<l agencies in Ch in a. 
Th eir stamps ar e iden tifiabl e b~· th eir postmarks. EH'n tuall,\· at nn·~· in g prriods, 
these countries 0Yerpri11ted th r ir stamps for use in Chinn . This pri\·il cgc was 
fol'rnall~r terminated in 1922. 

1912 Provis ionals 

Th e consen ·at ism an<l lack of progress of th e Manchu rulers caused m1rrst 
and the Revolution of 1911 lead bv Sun Yat-sen. This in turn resulted. in the 
Neutralit~' Pl'm·isi onals issued in ·Foochow and. Nanking in 1912. Th e latter 
\1·cre fu1·ther owrp 1·intrd Ye1tically with " Clrnng Hwa Min Kuo " (R,rpuhlir of 
China ) . Th ese issues ar e extrcmcl.\· scarce. Th e UoYernmrnt OYerprintcd ail 
Yalu es ,\·ith "Chung Ifo·a 1\fin Kuo,'· some bein g clone in Shn nghai and oth r rs 
in Lond on. Due to ,\"\mt is generall,\· helie\·c(I to be a misinterpl'etation or in­
structions or " ·hat I fee l ma~' ha\·c bren r eYoluti onnry exubrrn nrr, man~r postal 
districts and large cities oYerprintcd th r stamps on hand. Wh il e not listed in 
th e gcnr1·al catalogur as 8cott, this littl e sidelin r is \·rr.\· co ll rctali lc fol' the Chinn 
specialist. Shortly thereafter, Chim1 issued its own " Republ ic of China" issw's. 

Another inte1·esting sidelight pointed out OCClll'l'ed in the r:n· I~ · part or th r 
20th ccn tu 1·~' · Th e Chin ese cngagrd th r seniccs of Lorenzo J . Ha tch to organ ize 
the Chin rsr Bureau or EngraYing· and Printing. H e ,\·:1s accompan ied hy 

*COLLECTORS CL UB PHTLATELIS'l' Vol. 31, page '.l7 , '.l39 , Vol. ::l'.l , pnge 145. '"I'hc 
First I ssue of China' ' by R. C. H. Lee. 
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William A. Grant, who survived Mr. Hatch, staying on in Peking until his retire­
ment in 1928. Under the auspices of these two skilled Americans, Hatch, the 
artist and engraver, and Grant, the expert engraver and later technical advisor, 
the Bureau attained a high degree of perfection as could be seen by display of 
essays and proofs from this period. 

Post World War II Inflation 

Another example of the local administrations taking matters into their own 
hands occurred in 1949 when the gold currency had depreciated to such an extent 
that stamps were getting scarce and surcharges were not coming out fast enough. 
Post offices were accepting payment in cash and using a "Postage Paid" canceller 
instead of stamps until a new issue in silver currency appeared. This practice 
produced a great number of sideline Yarieties. 

The foregoing serves to illustrate the great deYotion of the Chinese to the 
principle that the mail must go through. Vl e find an example in that the first 
overprint after the Revolution of 1912 was "provisional neutrality," and that 
again during the Japanese Occupation as well as during the Communist fighting 
two decades ago, the mails constantly crossed the lines. 

Mr. Denison illustrated his remarks copiously with pages from his collection 
with early covers, stamps, essays and proofs, items of particular interest, war 
and inflation overprints. He ended with a few pages of later more recent 
beautiful and colorful issues from Taiwan. 

Meeting of March 5, 1969 

United States Bureau of Engraving and Printing 

The production of United States postage stamps was assigned exclusively 
to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing on July 1st, 1895, a job the Bureau 
has successfully continued for 74 years. In this period, the production of 
stamps, which, parenthetically, the Government has always regarded as a 
security problem best met by intaglio printing, climbed annually from an initial 
2 billion stamps to over 25 billion, better than a twelve-fold increase. 

I n this same period, production methods quite obviously had to change to 
meet the ever-hungry maw of the stamp consuming public. The transitions in 
equipment were numerous : from flat bed presses to web rotary, high speed web 
rotary, multi-color intaglio, offset and intaglio and soon, if plans materialize, 
perhaps to gravure as well. 

So it was with pardonable pride that the Collectors Club program committee 
hooked and boated two gentlemen from the Bureau to speak at the club ~oncern­
ing its latest printing equipment. 

The Director Speaks 

We were singly honored by the appearance of James A. Conlan, the youngish 
looking Director of the Bureau, who floors you by acknowledging his 27-year 
stint with the Bureau which seems to be not many fewer years than he is old. 

Mr. Conlan expressed his thanks for more dinner than "we needed," 
explained, as a security printer, that he had been recently occupied with detailing 
the production of our paper money to various numismatic groups but that he 
had not intended to slight philately and was "here to prove it." 

He said it was likely that he had come to talk about something that "the club 
didn't know much about.'' He was right! 

The Bureau, he stated, had been for years chiefly concerned with one-color 
printing and that while this production was not esthetic the Bureau's production 
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Mr. Ray Keagy, U.S. Bureau of Engraving & Printin g foreman in the Plate Printing Division , ex­
plaining one of the Bureau's color slides to a very attentive audience on Marc h 5, 1969 here at the 
Collectors Club, New York City. 

of stamps by web-fed rotary intaglio presses (Stickney) had run into the billions 
in the years from 1914 to 1955 after the Bureau had developed the basic design 
for the Stickney. This method, however, lacked the ability to produce multi­
colored printing. Yet the Government stayed so many years with intaglio 
printing because it afforded secur ity. As Mr. Conlan pointed out, the most 
accomplished engraver cannot reproduce with fidelity even his own work. H e 
also explained that the introduction of some "handwork" in all Government 
security printing minimized the successful reproduction of such products, even 
by photography. 

In 1950, a prototype model of a new press with greatly improved abilities 
was manufactured. This press " ·as considered by the Bureau and by 1955 five 
web-fed rotaries using the dry intaglio process were employed, much faster in 
producing single colored stamps than were the older wet intaglio web presses. 

Also in 1955, the Bureau explored the possibilities of high speed rotary 
printing with the De La Rue and Giori presses. It took the Bureau two years 
to achieve quality printing with this equipment. The De La Rue presses won 
out and were selected to print our paper money. The Giori, Mr. Conl an stated, 
''didn't cut the mustard.'' This left the Bureau with its Giori, however, and it 
was decided to use it for stamp production. 

Giori Press For Stamps 

But the problem was that no one knew how to use the Giori press for stamp 
production. Mr. Ray K eagy, a foreman in the plate printing division, had 
observed its use previously and for only ten days. That made him the expert 
and he was "tapped." In spite of his professed ignorance, Mr. Keagy and 
his staff produced the 4-cent 48-star American Flag stamp commemorative in 
1957 and the results were gratifying. The Bureau thereupon purchased its 
second Giori (1959) and a third in 1963, a modified press Mr. Conlan called the 
Washington. 

Unfortunately, the artist who drsignecl various Giori-press products were 
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unhappy with thC' r endel'ing of the finish ed product. Th e~· likened these products 
to frozen peas, saying that \\·hat the Giori \rns producing was canned stereotypes 
of artwork. The Giori simply could not produce color as gravure can. The 
Bureau was faced with a dilemma: to introduce gravm·e presses meant abandon­
ing the security afforded by intaglio printing. What to do? 

The answer was the Bureau 's new nin e-color press, perhaps a misnomer 
since it \\·as never intended to print, and does not, in nine different colors. "If 
we wC're to print in nine colors. " Mr. Conlan said, " it would be garish. vVhat we 
have is three p1·ess units, each capable of printing three colors - three units 
printing three colors means nine colors in our nomenclature." 

The Bureau had wanted sheet-fed color p r ess work. It had finally made 
its decision <111d a\\«::ll'(le<l the bid to Huck to produce this new three-unit press. 

vVhen the new press was aYailable, th e t echni<iu es for this unique setup 
had to be deYised b~r the Bureau 's workmen. Modifications were made, mostly 
to the Bureau's o\\·n specifications. Some of these modifications were not Huck's 
propert~- to incorporate in other and ne\\·er presses. So, they could not be 
applied for use by others. In some instances, a r elease by our C:oYernment \Vas 
granted to Huck ; but from \rh at Mr. Conlan did not say, the assumption was that 
this \rns not often. 

91 Feet Long and W eighs 90 T ons 

The key features of the ne\\· nine-colo1· press - a monster of 91 feet in 
length and lacking a shade of being one ton per foot (90 tons exactly) are that 
it is: 1. a continuous rotar~' press printing eith er sheets or strips for coils; 2. 
includes an extraorclinaril.v fin e plate-holding s~·stem, and 3. has an equally 
ingenious and effectiYc chemical " ·iping system " ·hose function it is to remove 
excess ink from the high-speed, rotating, cylinder-borne printing plates. This 
iron monster accepts small segment plates of 40 stamps. 30 such plates consti­
tute a continuous printing area. 

Quite obviously such a complex machi nc would take a deal of explaining. 
Since it is th e prcrogati,·e of the Bureau's Director to delegate various assign­
ments, Mr. Conlan PXl' 1·cisPd that b,,. delegating Mr. K eag:· to continue the 
en'ning's talk. Mr. l\t'ag,v not oni.'" eontinued for the remainde l' of the two­
hour session - an ardous task - but despite its complexities, held the club's 
assern bl age completel~r engrossed. 

Mr. K eagy's talk was accompanied b,,. the sho\\·ing of a lal'ge number of 
exceptionall~r \\·d i-prepared color sl ides. He i1wited interruptions from thr, 
audience b~· those who rc<inired the simplification or expansion of any point 
under discussion. This prowcl, not onl.' ' a mistake, but an exerc ise in patience 
which out-Jobbed the patriarch himself. If the obsenation may be made, 
hmre,·e 1· aeidJ ,,-, it also afforded the r ecl-hel'l'ing-draggers-in and the would-be­
comics their brid interludes and interruptions. 

The talk h~· l\ lr . Keag~· got off to a low-ke~·ecl start with a shot of the 
Bureau 's hnil<ling' faeing the Potornae and its lonl:" tidal basin with its spring­
flo\rering Japanese cherr.' · trees, pro,·iding a total Yista flanked by some of our 
Capital's outstanding monuments. 

1968 Christmas Stamp 

He then brought up the subject of the 1968 Christmas stamp " ·hi ch, despite 
its many critics, " ·as a printing tour-de-force fol' the Bureau's new equ ipment. 
'l'h e 8tamp's design \nl S a detail from a Van Eyek painting in the National Art 
l\1u8eurn. '"l'o haYC used the " ·hol e painting, . , it was explain ed, "would have 
taxrd our printing facilities once the design \\·as reduced to stamp size. So, 
instead of incorporating all of the painting, " ·e took out thr theme part." 

Mr. Keagy's slides then showed l\ir. Jones, one of the Bureau's engraYers 
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working on the first step of the stamp 's production, a design produced five times 
larger than its eventual size would be as a working adhesive. Mr . Keagy 
explained that either work is sent to the Bureau to be rendered by its staff into a 
finished product or else the Bureau is assigned to produce its own artwork for 
a stamp. 

·when Mr. Jones completed his working drawing, its approval by the Post­
master General was gained on F ebruary 21, 1968, indicating, as was pointed out, 
just how far in advance the work on this particular stamp was initiated. 

Then, the engravers went to work on making the dies, from which, ultimately 
21;2 billion stamps were to come. Part of the engraver 's work in preparing the 
three dies n eeded for this particular stamp was to utilize his know-how in deciding 
wh at colors in its printing would be laid down first and by which plate, and the 
order thereafter, plate by plate. This knowledge is empirical and is gained 
onl~r through experience. Close colors are aYoided. Yellows, it was evinced, 
are delicate and difficult to work with. Mr. Keagy pointed out how often the 
philatelic press reported missing color Yarieties in th e emissions of all countries. 
It is so often the yellow that people wonder where it went. 

This handwork and pre-determination of color com bi nations is all done by 
the engravers. In the instance of the Christmas stamp, it wa s decided that the 
first plate would print the stamp 's two shades of yellow. A proof of the work 
of this one plate was shown, as were similar proofs of the ensuing plates used. 
The second plate printed the blue and the red of the stamp, and the third plate 
printed the brown and the green. Thus three plates produced six colors in the 
proper position of each color on the stamp. Mr. Keagy again stressed the value 
of this hand engravin g as a security measure. H e is, obviously, a devotee in the 
temple of intaglio printing. 

After the three dies were made, they were hardened. The designs from the 
dies next were transferr ed und er great pressure onto soft steel cylindrical rollers. 
Th e die features are then on the roller in relief. The roll er, in turn, is hardened. 
Then, with no loss of detail, the design having been transferred from die to 
roller, is transferred once aga in from roller to a soft steel plate. The three 
master plates used for this stamp differ from those used in the past by the Burrau 
for work done on the Stickney press in that the plate receives only 40 impressions 
from the roller - two horizontal rmrn of b\·enty impressions. 

Plate Making 

These master plates are then machined, hardened and chromed. The 
hardening is usually achieved by dipping the plates in brine and then heating 
them in a cyanide solution. So far, these are the usual steps in the siderography 
for most intaglio press printing processes. The lone and important difference is 
that the master plates, " ·hich are not used for printing, are made to receive 
but 40 impressions. 

The rest of the plate-making process for the nine-color press is a matter 
of stepping np dupli cate plates from th e origina l of 40 subjects. 

This set-up is accomplish ed elcctrol yticall~-. The master plate - a basso in 
plate production nomencl atu re - is then pressed aga inst a plastic which has 
graphite impregnated into it to make it electri cally conductive. From each of 
the three master p lates, six such altos in plastic are mad e - eighteen in all. The 
Christm as stamp, which was the one under discussion, was made from plates in 
groups of six - 6 x -tO = 240 stamps. 

The plastic altos were then taken to the electrolytic room, immersed in huge 
tubs and left for metal to be electrodeposited on th em to the desired thickness. 

The new plates thus formed are the bassos. E ach plate contains 6 x 40 
impressions. Pl astic and plates are then separated. The exact composition of 
the plate is a secret. But the virtues of its composition are that its nickel-iron 
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makeup provides a tough , non-shrinking, non-cracking plate. 
A picture of this electrolytic bathtub showed balls floatin g on the surface of 

the solution, used, it was explained, ''to excite the solution.'' The front electrode 
looks just like the handle of a shovel and this is the anode attracting the metalions 
electrodeposited on the plastic alto. The back bar holds the mass of metal which 
is electrolytically ionized and is the cathode. The plates that are formed are 
not entirely one metal. The first 20% of their formation is a layer of pure 
nickel, after which the added 80% is the alloy of secret formula. The nickel 
is laid down first because it will not split. 'l'hcn the Ni-Fe alloy comes to add 
toughness and durability. Nickel alone is too tough to tool. 

The new plates after separation from the phistic altos have a build-up on 
the corners called ''trees.'' And the back of each plate is rough. The whole 
plate is designedly thicker than n·ecded. .All is ground down and smoothed. 
The plate then goes to a three-roll bender and the plate placed on, its face in, back 
out. Once cnrYed, it is placed in a Landis grinder and ground to .007'' thickness . 
.A flattener then chops each master into six segments. 

Plates For The Press 

At this point, Mr. Keagy digressed to explain how the plates are attached 
to the press ' cylinders. E ach of the three units has a cylinder. These weigh 
1¥2 tons each, are 32" in diameter, and arc hollow to receive the hot water which 
heats them. Each plate is held to the cylinder by two T-bars that form a net­
work across the surface of each cylinder. E nch T-bar holds one edge of two 
adjacent plates. The plates hug the curve of the cylinder and each cylinder 
holds 30 plates. Each plate is 4" wide. These T-bars have a small flangerl 
lip on each side that grips over the edge of the plates whose edges are so slotted 
as to receive the gripping T-Bar. 'When in position the T-Bar is flush on top 
with the edge of the two plates it retains, each plate by one edge. Thus two 
T-bars retain one plate and every T-bar holds one edge of two adjacent plates. 

When the T-bars are in a recessed or clamping position, the plates all but 
butt. There is a slight line of space between them designed to allow each plate 
to expand under the intense pressures of intaglio printing. If such plates vary 
in difference, one to another, or vary in their own individual thiclmess - if 
they are in any way too thick, or too thin or set lower or higher than the rest, 
there is trouble. For one, the seams between them will malform and take up 
ink. In intaglio printing, these seams would then reproduce lines of color on 
the web and between the stamps. This, as a matter of fact, they do even with 
the greatest care. It poses one of the main problems with which the Bureau is 
still contending in its utilization of this press. Apparently, they have not been 
too successful if unintended seam lines on some of the Christmas stamps are 
a criterion. 

These ingenious T-bars are each held down by 19 springs from within. To 
lift them, an equally ingenious air pressure system is used. The compressed air 
literally pops the T-bar up and clear of the cylinder so that a plate can be 
inserted with its groove positioned to receive the flanged T-bar retaining it. 

It was then explained that the reason for the many small plates rather than 
several large ones was a matter of seeking minimal distortion and, therefore. 
fewer problems in the proper registration of color. First, there are distortions 
that always occur in the laying down of a plate 's impressions from a cylinder. 
These distortions compound or increase as first one row then another, and another, 
and another are added. The plate literally is mashed wider and longer, perhaps 
microscopically but, nevertheless, deformed. H ence, the master basso r eceives 
a minimum of two rows of impressions. In other words, 40 impressions in 
two rows of twenty create less plate distortion than would twelve rows of 
twenty to make 240 impressions. 
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One of the many curved printing plates after it had produced the 1968 Christmas stamp. This 
photograph was made from the color slide as shown on the screen in the Stephen G. Rich Memorial 
Room . (Photos by Boutrelle) 

Similarly, a large printing plate mounted on the cylinder, instead of 
30 small plates, would also become distorted under the pressures of the press. 
This distortion also is compounded with extended use. By using 40-subject 
plates, this press distortion is kept minimal as well. Mr. K eagy also mentioned 
that in the operation of the nin e-color press, other distortions can occur and 
must be controlled. The amount of heat applied to the web in the pre-condition­
ing ovens can and does determine the length of each stamp as it comes out at the 
finish. Thermal controls are rig-idly observed as are tensioning controls; web 
tensioning can also affect the length of the finished product. Thus web tension, 
paper shrinkage, the heat of the cylinders, and of the oyens are just some of the 
Yarying factors which must be constantly controlled in the running operation 
of the press. All is marvelously complex - a truly difficult press either to 
conceive or to operate. 

A Complicated Operation 

So the segment plates must be very exact. They are next subjected to 
microscopic examination and a hole is drilled on each end of each plate so that 
it can be registered properly. Then the plates go to a mounting apparatus 
which mills first the sides, cutting the plate to an exact width as well as grooving 
it properly to accept the T-bar 's grippers. Then the plate's ends are trimmed 
and milled. 

After all this machining, the inspection commences. There is a mock 
cylinder set up, identical to that used on the presses. The plates are positioned 
on it and examined microscopically. Malformations are corrected, if any, and 
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C'OLTected to a toleranC'e of not more than .0005. After inspection, thr platr is 
numbereu in a pantograph machine, hardened and chromed. 

But \~hil e the plates have now been prepared, the process of getting them 
prope1·ly mked r equires an equally lahorious and difficult pl'eparation of th e 
mk ro llers wh ich must ink th e plates whil e they arc making their clizz~ · ing­
~·otation on the press cylincl c1·s. And the way th is press operates, with , in this 
mstancf', two C'olors lwing supplied by each plate to thr web, someth in g has 
~o appl}'.' the r ight color dabs of ink in the right p lace on each of the hundreds of 
impressions constituting the entire printing surface of each cylinder. 'l'his 
<lepos~t i on of ink in proper color and right place and in proper· quan tity is th•: 
funct1011 of the inking mats and th e companion wiping rollers. 

Applying The Ink 

Preparation of an inking roll er commence first with a small master cut from 
plastic. This is done by a man working from a 5-times enlargement of the die. 
The areas to recciYe each color ar e determined. This prr-detrrmined :ura shapr 
is then traced b:v p:rntograph and in a se1·ies of steps, pantographs l'cproclllrr 
othrr and similar shapes in the quantitirs nee<le<l for raC'h roller. 

As fol' the roll el's on this p r ess, they arr not solill as on other ones. Tlw 
ro llers m·e C'Ut out, as in a rnbberstamp , \rith on ly the high parts depositing ink 
as the i·oller C'ontacts the plate. Thus if the raised parts on the roll er a1·c corrrct 
:rnd in proper "syn<'" with the rotating plate, color is impressed on the plate 
only where it is intend ed to be, and onl~' as th e raised shapes on the roll er dictnte. 
Basicall y, th is press uses only three C'olor inks but additional colors, shades, hues 
and tones are achieved by the mixing of the prim ary colored inks. 

Thus the pre-formed rubber is mounted on a steel c~rlincl er plate .095" 
thick, sin ce the inking cylinder turns three times to one rotation of the printing­
platc cylinder, one rol ler does not ink every plate. There are 40 plates on the 
cylinder that produced the Christmas stamp. Each had to be inked and wiped, 
the inking being accomplished by three sets of three rollers - nine in all. Mr. 
K eagy estimated that in one turn of th e cylinders producing the Christmas stamp, 
there were approximately 4,000 such littl e protusions of rubber on the inking 
mats. Each protrusion, of course, has its exact counterpart on the other rollers 
printing in the same color inks. And each protrusion is in tended to repeatecll~· 
apply the exact same shape<l <lab of the same color ink over and owr again in 
exactly tlw right spot on the segrne11t plates' impressions that it touches. 

The " whol e an im al, " as Mr. Keagy characterizrd his pet behemoth, is 91 
feet long and so Yer~' largr as compinecl to the area in which it is housed . Thel'c 
is nowh err in th e area one can stand at a distance from th e press greater than 
elenn feet. 'l'o gin you n small idea of its size, the length of its web wh en ready 
to rnll is .J.33 feet. Tt. is l'ea ll y th1·pp intagli o units in one, with its fit·st two 
units in tandem back-to-back, with perhaps no more than 20" of webbing between 
them, and the third u1w at a distance. At one end is th e roll of blank paper. 
Then comes the pre-r.ondit ionin g ovens for the paper. 

'l'hr web the11 passes thl'o ugh the tandem six-ro lor units, then through thr 
third unit. 'l'he impressions a 1·e the11 co 111 p leted on thr wch. Next the imptes­
siom; 11rr phosphor coated, the stan1ps gnmrn ed, all of which rnt<1 il s the passage 
of thr weh thl'ough 70 fert of drying ovens. The web then doubles hack. It 
is perforat<><l so that thr stamps come ont i11 finislwcl forrn - in shrets or strips 
for coi ls. 

The whole is oprrate<l 1>.'' a high]~, soph istirnted electronic master ronsole 
whirh lights lights, l'i11gs hells, somHls hol'ns and c01weys all so1·ts of automatic 
controls arnl dirertions to the printers and to the press itself . 
The Main Problem 

As Mr. Keagy mention ed repeatedly, the big problem is to get the ink where 
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it is \\·antc<l an<l the excess wiped a\\·a.'-· For wiping, there is a rotating cylinder­
type wiper which rotates and pick8 up the ink, is then washed clean in a petroleum 
solYent, then turns again to wipe. It cannot be permitted to drag but must 
roll at synchronous speed or rlse smearing results. Much of the press itRelf is 
r ncase<l in plastic with a8 many moving parts as possible permanently i mrn r l'sed 
in oil. It took two years to buil<l and is so large, and often so in;1eerssil>le in 
places, that it requires movable ladders on one side and sp01·ts a permanent 
e;it\rnlk on the other, these for access to top portions of the press. 

The monster's maw is fill ed by rolls of paper 211/2 " wide, ''"eighin g abon t 
800-850 lbs. per roll and ca pahlr of yielding about 514 miles of wrbbing. Thr 
press in one <lay - it operates around the clock and in three printing shifts -
can roll off about 50 miles of printrd paper. Th e rolls of paper are belt driYen 
from heneath , the press drrnnrs ink, as one might imagine - abont 60 bucket<> 
daily though lVIr. Keagy d id not detail how much ink there is in one bnckrt. 
Each bucket is brightly painted its proper color, thus minimizing the chancrs of 
ponring the \Uong co lorrd ink into a fountain. Th e ink, ineident ially, is mnclc 
l>.'' the Bnreau whi ch grinds and mixes its own pigments. Th e rest of the press 
mr1·rl.v inclmles a complex of infra-l'e<l ovens, any of which, at the pre-condition­
ing stuge, can hr regulated to shol'ten or· length en the stamps at tlw finishing eml. 

Tn the printing of the Christmas stamp, the fil·st nnit appl,\rin g the yello\\· 
proYided an interesting niriation in the usn al pt·inting prncedm·e of th e press. 
again , the distortion of intaglio printing pressures 1rns the i·eason for the 
cl rv iation. Paper, too, it seems, is distorteLl when it is printed from a met<ll 
rrcessecl printing plate. To minimizr the <listortion, the web would undergo in 
passing through three units, a thinl of this dist01·tion \\"FL8 elimin ated in the first 
unit by printing offset. This was accomplished by p1·essing a rubber blankrt 
against the plates which in turn npplied the ink to the web. 8ince the passage 
of tlw paper entailed a short 20 feet to rrach the sreond unit, not much change 
in positioning or registration was possiblr. In the sreonJ unit, the red a.ncl hlur 
1rere applied direct]~- from the printing platrs, as was the case when the web 
tn1w1·seJ through to the third unit where thr brown and grren wr1·e applirLl. 

Perforating The S tamps 

Regarding the perforating, this too is ingen ious. Th e rollrrs which per­
forate the stamps are criss-crossed in stamp-sized rrctangles h>· ro1Ys of raised 
rn bber stripping· in which piano wire pins a 1·e posit ioned. A I teniate roll"'> of 
pins are 1/ 32" longer than in between rows. This makes it possibl e to perforate 
a large rectangular stamp such as the Christmas stamp 01· a small one such as the 
6-cent multi-col01· flags. When the large size format is l'equ ired, the pin-beari11g 
c,vl inde1· is separnted l'rorn the opposing c~'lindet· to that distaner ll"he1·eh>· the 
shol"ter pins fa il to punctme the paper. ·when smaller sized sta mps are being 
pe1·fornted, the rollers are closed sufficient!~' fo1· both the short and lon g-pin ned 
1·0\\·s both to pi r rcr the weh. ··HaYrn't broken n pin .1·e1,·· i\ l r . ('onlan ernll"cd 
to t his 1·pporte r le1ter. 

Last comes the eutting wrh to sheet size. Th ere is a cutting hlade-aiwil 
companion operation hut it is of' note that the blade and anYil nevr1· aetuall .1· 
contact. This is to prrwnt wea1· to either. ·what is done is that the two arr sn 
set, so finely rnachineil and separated, that the blad e cuts throngh nbout 75 % of 
the paper's th ielrn es8. The rest parts with a loud popping noisr . Co ncei rnhl.1·, 
at the rate this pre8s sperds, the popping must be continuous, lou cl and 11 e1·w­
trsting. l\fr. Krag_v nevrr ment.ionrcl this. B,v tlwn he was gasping for air. 

'l'h r shrets al'e tlwn <h-awn off in stacks of JOO. 'l'hen tlw hunrllrs of 100 
are staekrtl, afte1· n. p1·rl im i nan ' exam ination for faults, onto ;1 tniek mid e111"1'r<l 
off in Jrngr load8 for m01'c rxacting examination. 

Nice gn,1·s thrse Bureau heads from Washington! But as wcar111g as we 
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must be to them, we'd just as soon their disquisition on their new gravure press 
comes as many years after this one, as this followed their previous presentation 
on the Giori press. Since this reporter reported that one also in the COLLECTORS 

CLUB PHILATELIS'l', all we can say now, is pass 1. the smelling salts, 2. water, 3. 
Excedrin , 4. a drink. Whew! (Ira Seebacher) 

The following have qualified for membership in The Collectors Club and 
have been duly elected by the Board of Governors: 

5305 Louis S. Alfano, Brooklyn, N. Y. Collects United States, United States 
Possessions Fiscals only. 

5306 Victor E. Engstrom, Upper Montclair, N. J. Collects Scandinavia. 
5307 William W. Dunn, Jr., New York, N. Y. Collects Argentina, Brazil, 

Bolivia. 
5308 Robert S. Oesch, Los Angeles, Calif. Collects Mexico; Thematics: 

Architecture, Space and Science, Antarctica. 
5309 William R. Towsley, Fairbanks, Alaska. Collects Greece. 
5310 Mark Weiner, Montreal, Canada. Collects Switzerland, Hungary. 
5311 Spencer M. P erlstein , New York, N. Y. Coll ects Foreign Booklets. 
5312 Richard S. Ruppel , New York, N. Y. Collects Germany. 
5313 Madnusudan Raj Bhandary, Kathmandu , Nepal. Collects Historical 

Covers, United Nations. 
5314 Ernesto Fink, Mexico City, Mexico. Collects Austria, Sweden, Andorra. 
5315 Van Ness Philip, Dongan Hills, N. Y. Collects United States, Canada, 

Germany. 
5316 Bruce Gimelson, Fort Washington , Pa. Collects Alaska. 
5317 Seymour B. Rubin , Chicago, Ill. Collects Netherlands and Colonies. 
5318 Charles G. Sage, Clifton, N. J. Collects Denmark, Greenland, Franee, 

Japan. 
5319 J. C. Templeton, Jr., Smyrna, Ga. Collects United Nations, Ryukyu 

Islands, Pacific Area, Japan. 
5320 Anthony Ruta, Scarboro, Canada. Collects Italy, Indian Native States. 
5321 Robert A. Fisher, San Salvador, El Salvador. Collects United States, 

United Nations, Philippines, Manchoukuo, Andorra, Volcanoes. 
5322 Ronald Friedlander, Brooklyn, N. Y. Collects Canada, United Nations, 

United States. 
5323 Richard C. Nollan, Palatine, Ill. Collects Netherlands and Colonies. 
5324 Arthur V. Gailius, Waltham, Mass. 
5325 Robert A. Mason, Utica , N. Y. Collects United States, Canada. 
5326 Muriel B. Hayes, Belleville, Ill. Collects United States. 
5327 Harold P. Lopes, Albany, Ore. Collects Spain, Ryukyu Islands, British 

Commonwealth, Topicals. 
5328 Kenneth A. Wood, Albany, Ore. Collects France and Colonies. 
5329 Arthur J. Yaspan, J amaica, N. Y. Collects United Nations. 
5330 Samuel S. Smith, Miami, Fla. Collects United States Revenues. 
5331 Richard S. Willing, Granada Hills, Calif. Collects Old German States. 
5332 Dr. Marvin J. Albinak, Timonium, Md. Collects China, Central Europe, 

East Asia, General 
5333 Mrs. J ean Mahon, Mexico City, Mexico. Collects France, Germany, United 

States, Thematic. 
5334 Howard W. ·winzeler, Bryan, Ohio. Collects United States. 
5335 Walter E. Parshall, Bloomfield, N. J. Collects China, Monaco. 
5336 Leon Fischer, New York, N. Y. Collects Western Europe. 
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CUBA (Continued from Page 160) 

not corrected as done with the regular mail eirrnlopes, because I ha.-e examined 
many of the air mail envelopes without ever finding one with the correct or 
normal sequence. 

First day covers bear the regular cancel used by the post office at that 
time, which reads "SEA FILATELICO/ PRllVIER DIA " (BE A PHILATE­
LIST / FIRST DAY ) . Almost all first day covers also bear a rubberstamp 
cachet in dark blue violet or reddish purple supplied by the Club Filatelico 
de Cuba (Philatelic Club of Cuba) for the occasion. 
5337 David U. H errmann , Jew York, N. Y. CoUects Indian Native States. 
5338 John J. Benson II, W amrntosa , Wis. Collects United States, British 

Colonial ''Specimen'' stamps. 
5339 Jacques R. Simpson, New York, N. Y. Collects Switzerland. 
5340 Raymond L . Gaillaguet, Rumford, R. I. Collects Franco-Prussian W ar. 
5341 Marcy Chanin, New York, N. Y. Collects 19th Century United States. 
5342 John H arris, Lexington, Mass. Collects United States, United Nations, 

Great Britain, Ireland. 
5343 Arthur M. Kaye, Menlo P ark, Calif. Collects Netherlands and Colonies, 

Monaco. 
5344 John S . Hopkins, Topeka, Kans. Collects 19th Century United States. 
5345 Paul Yon Stein, Chester, N. J . Collects United States Classics. 
5346 Merryl F. Sicherman, Akron, Ohio. Collects :Music on Stamps. 
1969 PROGRAM OF MEETINGS 

Meeti ngs convene at 8 p . m. 

May 14th - ANNU AL AWARDS DINNER 

May 21st - PERU- Herbert H. Moll, Lima, Peru 

June 4th - WASHINGTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Summer Recess 
N otice To All Members 

The clubhouse at 22 East 35 Street, New York City will be u navailable 
to members from July 14th to August 11th. 

Non- Resident members, who may be visit ing New York shou ld note this, 
so that they will not try to visit the club during this time. 
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Al ex Rendon 

Howa rd B. L ee 
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Clas11 of 1969 

Governors 

Class of J970 

H erbcl"t J . Bloch 

Class of 1971 

1;; zra D . Cole l\lr8. R" c D. ~h rc 11be rg 

IIcm y M. Goodkind 

H . D. S. Haverbeck 

Norman S. Hubba rd 

Ma lcolm G. 0 'Reilly 

Stanley R. Rice 

J"ohn L~. Boker, Jr. Ernoo.t A. l'-ehe 

Albert H. Higgin8 H owa rd B. L ee 

John R. Boker, Jr. 

Alex Rendon 

Theo. Van Da m 

Trustees 

Henry M. Goodkind 

F. Burton Sellers 

Philip Silver 

I. M . Yarry, D.D.S. 

H. D. S. Haverbeck 
Collectors Club Philatelist e e e 
TH ESE BACK ISSUES are a v ai la ble a t the follow i ng pr ic es: 

From 1926 t o 1940 

*V ol. 3 
*Vo l. 4 
'' V o l. 5 
'' V o l. 7 
*V o l. 8 
" V o l. 9 
*V o l. 10 
" V o l. 11 
''' V o l. 12 
" V o l. 13 
*Vo l. 14 
" V ol. 15 
''V ol . 16 
*V ol. 17 
'' V o l. 18 
*V o l. 19 

(1924) 
(1925) 
(1926) 
(1928) 
(1929) 
(1930 ) 
(1931) 
(1932) 
(1 933) 
(1934) 
(1935) 
(1936) 
(1937) 
(1938) 
(1939) 
(1940 ) 

*Only a few copies 

---

$3.00 per c opy 

O c t . 
Ap r. , July 
Oct. 
All iss u es 
Oct . 
A ll iss u es 
All iss ues 
A p r ., July, Oct. 
J a n. , July , Oct. 
All issues 
J a n. , A pr. 
All iss u es 
All iss ues 
All iss ues 
All iss u es 
A pr., Ju ly, O c t . 

From 1941 

V o l. 20 
V ol. 21 
V o l. 22 
V ol . 23 
V ol . 24 
V o l. 25 
V o l. 26 
V ol . 27 
V o l. 28 

( 1941) 
(1 942 ) 
(1943) 
(1944) 
(1945) 
(1946) 
(1947) 
(1948) 
( 1949) 

$2.00 per c opy 

All issu es 
All iss u es 
J a n ., Ap r . , O c t . 
All issues 
All issues 
All iss u es 
All issues 
All is sues 
J a n ., A pr. , July 

8tarling in 1950. 11 0 longer a qu a r ­
terly magazin e but () issu es a. year . 
Vol . 29 t o 31 (1950 -52) All 6 iss u es 
Vol. 32 (1 953) All b u t Jan . 
Vo ls. 33 t o 47 ( 1954 t o 1968) A ll 6 

Issu e s. 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New Yo rk, N. Y. 100 16 
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Bool~ Reviews 
New York Foreign Mnil Ca,nce llatio11s 1870-1876 by Ar thur Van Vlissin gen and 
1\for ri son Waud. 105 pages, illustrated, clothboun d . P ublished (1968) u nder 
the auspi ces of the Clarence Vv. H erman Memori al Publ ication F un d of the 
Collectors Club of Chicago, Room 1-130, 33 S. Clark St., Chi cag·o, Ill ., 60603. 
Price: $17.50. Deluxe Edit ion $25. 

As a longtim e collector a nd sometim e studell t of some of wh at have become 
kn o\rn as the "Classic I ssues" of the United S tates, it is with apprrciation and 
ad mi ra tion th at I ha ,·c disco \'e1·cd old , and grecte<l i1 r w hooks and articles deal­
ing wi th some facet of t hese in t riguing stamps. E\'C' ll if the subj ect matter of 
th e hook or article is outside of one's o\\·n partienl ar c1 rra of knmrl edgc or interest, 
it ean still be relished for its scholar ship and its broadenin g; of the rea der 's 
philatelic horizons. 

Since the 1942 republicat ion as a slim pa prr-bot111 <l hookl rt h.v .T. M. Ba l' le°ls 
Uo 111 pa11 y of E dwin Milliken 's monograph "Ne\\· Yo rk l•'o rr ign Mail Can eel -
la t.i ons 1871-76" (fi rst pub lished in " The Am eri ca n P hi latelist " f'or J anuRr.v, 
1933), interest has continued to in crease among collectors in the fi eld of post­
marks and postal history for the cancellations applied to mail for overseas in 
New York City in the early 1870s, principally on the early issues of the so-called 
'' Bank Notes.'' 

The latest en tr y in the lists is this ha ndsome volume. Both authors, Messrs. 
Van Vlissingen and W aud, are recognized specialists, and Mr. W aud is a member 
of The Collectors Club. 

From a physical point of view, this volum e is excellent; hi gh quali ty paper, 
over two hundred precise tracings of various cancellations, more th an a hundred 
fifty sharp and clear illustrations of stamps and covers, and an attractive and 
seemin gly durable bindin g. The " lim itrd deluxe edit ion " has a set of eleven 
acetate pages with all listed types of New York Foreign Mail cancell at ions shown 
in actual size for use as an overlay so that the cancels on stamps can be easily 
and accurately typed. 

W ere this a catalogue of broader scope, one could quibble w ith the arrange­
ment of chapters. It does not seem to be the most logical from the })Oint of view 
of development of the subj ect. The various chapters, howeYer, do contain very 
useful infor mation, such as a new numberin g system (so that Hew d iscover ies 
can be fi tted in easily) for the cancell ations, their r elative rar ity, 111111sual uses, 
Supplemell tary 1Vfa il cancell ations, a 11d postal rates . 

Inasmuch as rn y own col lrctin g i 11t.e rrsts have been limit eel to ra rl ier issues, 
I do not frel competrnt from person al knowlrdgr to comment 0 11 the rompleteness 
or accuracy of this work, although it olffi ousl.' · r rpresen ts an import-ant step 
-forward in rrcord ing known data 011 Nr \\' Yol'k Foreign Mail cancell ations. 
Due rredit is gi ,·en to Mr. S.Yh rster Col by 's p r I'm ission to nsr thr platrs from the 
Parli er Milliken \\·ork. It rn a.1· he tl rn 1 some of th ese tracin gs have the sa me hasic 
fault as some of the .'.6a l'eski tracings simi lar ly carri rd over and used in the 
Herst-Sampson re ,·ised ed it ion of "Fancy Ca ncell ations on Nineteenth Century 
United States P ostage Stamps,' ' namely, that they are simply not accurate. 

See and com pare, for exa mple, the tracin g of cancell a tion type A 14 on page 
20 with F igure 18 on page 79 which is said to be the same cancellation . Also 
examin e and compare cancell ation type A 20 on page 21 with Figure 20 on 
page 81 which purports to be the same. The cm1cell ation on the "Black J ack" 
in Figure 18 has much thi cker lines than th r t r acing of Type A 14 ; and the 
form er appears to be a cancel commonly used in Iew York City in the micl-
1860s on domestic (not foreign ) mail, which explains its appearance on the 
175 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 48, NO. 3 
" Black J ack." ·while the canc0llation on the 2c brO\rn (Scott No. 210 ) in Figure 
20 is certainly similar to the dra"·ing of cancellation type A 20, the outer star's 
points are clearly arched in the drawing but straight in the pictured cancellation. 
Since both of these particulm· examples arc off-coyer and arc from the deca<le 
before and after, respectiv01.,-, the period of principal use of the New York 
Foreign Mail cancellations, tllC' discrepancies make one suspect that the authors 
may have been gu ilty of jumping to an inaccurate conclusion. 

One final bit of carping: the $17.50 price of this book ($25.00 for the deluxe 
edition with slip cover and 'rith the acetate overlays preYiousl:v mentioned) is 
considerable in view of its length (105 pages ), nobrithstanding its quality 
features. Thus, this high price may put it he~·ond the reach of many collectors 
who would other,rise read ancl stud~- it. If the U.S. Philateli c Classics Society, 
Inc. could recently put out the 379-page " Railroa<l Postmarks of the United 
States 1 61to1886 " by TO\rl 0 and J\'Ie~·er for $10.00, one wond0rs why this book 
need cost so much. 

Nevertheless, Messrs. Van Vlis ·ingen ancl .. Wand haYe made a significant 
contribution to the kno,dedgr and recorded data concerning an interesting 
and important aspect of the U. K Classi c Issues, and arc clcserYing of the thanks 
of all interested collectors for their fine effort. (H oxie Haas) 

The Bahama Islands. A HistonJ and Catalogite of the IIandstamps and Cancel­
lations 1802-1967 by M. H. Lmlington and Gale J . Raymond. Published by 
Robson Lowe Ltd., 50 Pall Mnll , T1ondon, S\V.1 , England, 1968. Maps anil 
Illustrations. 66 pp. Price $7.50. 

This is a truly excellent catnlogue and checklist of th e hanclstamps and 
cancellations of the Bahama Isl ands from 1802 to 1967. It is largely an exten­
sion and amplification of Mr. Raymond 's two pamphlets published in 1960 aml 
1962, and of Mr. Ludington's work on Nassau cancels which appeared in the 
"BCPSG Journal " J anuary 1964 and Jul:· 1964. It far outstrips Gisburn's 
work in this field. 

But why the word history in the title ? The dates of opening and closing 
of Post offices, the early and late elates of use of the postal markings may be 
considered history; also the date occasional I:· gi ,·en when a handstamp was sent 
out from London; and bits of information as of the beginnings of air mail an cl 
the U.S. Forces use of marks at specified locations. But history? With thi.s 
word so prominent in the title, one expects more history than this. 

Following a nice outline of catagories, as presented, of postmarks assigned 
to Nassau, there are about seYen pages of general and specific notes and dis­
cussion referring to these marks. The specific notes would be much more easily 
used following the type to \\·hich they refer. 

Two marks are assigned to Nassau by scm·ccly justified conjecture. The 
straight-line "Bahamas, B2," it is stated, "may have been issued to Crooked 
Island. " Why the doubt ? Crooked I sland was an officially designated Packet 
Office. 

In the excerpts from official records provided h:v Mr. Britnor in the "BWISC 
Bulletin " December 1965 page 63, there is quoted an official letter to the Post­
master of Antigua in October 1787, "return to Crooked Island to meet the 
Packet from Jamaica"; and in the June 1966 " BWISC Bulletin " page 108: 
"In a letter of 14 August 1802 (P.i\I.C:. Reports, Vol. 21, No. 36K) Freeling 
refers to a request by the Committee of \Vest India Merchants for the J amaica 
Packets on their return home should touch at Crooked Is. for the Correspondence 
of the Bahama Islands ... the P .M.G. granted the request." Crooked I land 
surely had its own handstamp, because letters clearly in transit must have been 
postmarked there, a also those sent by commercial vessel to "catch" the packet 
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at its next stop, an established practice of the time. The assignment of the "27 
in bars" type is inadequately substantiated. Possibly, a special category for 
doubtful marks would be less misleading. 

The greater number of pages of this Yolume is, of necessity, devoted to the 
Out Islands and here is a beautiful piece of work. Dates of use of the cancels 
no doubt will be extended. Possibl~' , some of the manuscript initials used on 
the early issues will be identified. There 1rns no official postmaster on many 
of the small islands for many years. As late as the Annual Report sent to 
London in 1873, a note states: ''The District Justices at the Out Islands act as 
Postmasters in their respectiYe Districts and recciYe 20% of all postage collected 
by them.'' 

To all Bahamas collectors: use this fine catalogue of Bahamas postal mark­
ings, and with gratitude to the authors, lVIorris Ludington and Gale Raymond. 

(Pamela Taylor) 

Private Die Proprietary Medicine Stamps by George B. Griffenhagen, R. Ph. 
76 pages, illustrated, paper coyer. Handbook No. 66 of the American Topical 
Association, 3300 North 50th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53216. Price $4.00, 
postpaid. 

Any serious philatelist 1Yho has collected private die proprietary medicine 
stamps, either as Medicine on Stamps topicals or as an integral part of a United 
States Revenue Stamp collection, has felt the need for a single publication con­
taining capsule histories of the firms responsible for these issues. At long last, 
this need has been fulfilled in the publication of this handbook. 

The introduction gins a 11·ell-clocumcntecl but brief history of proprietary 
(patent) medicines from the passage of the British Statute of Monopolies in 1624 
clown to the turn of the twentieth centurv and the €nactment of the United 
States Food and Drug Act of 1906. The st~nr of the stamps is intimately worked 
into this history, which also giws reference to the encased postage stamps used 
as advertising media by the drug firms, and to the distinctive bottles in which 
many of the medicines were packaged. 

Mr. Griffenhagen's principal contribution, and the main section of this 
work, is the consolidation of the histories of these drug firms, from Allcock's to 
Zeilin, each followed by a listing of the firm's private die, precanceled pro­
prietary, encased postage, and proYisional stamps. Also included after each 
history are references to various longer, more detailed articles about the firm in 
question. 

Many of these histories include the names of the component ingredients of 
some of the remedies, making your reviewer wish that he had a copy of the "U. S. 
Pharmacopeia'' available, because his curiosity was wetted concerning the 
medicinal properties of bloodroot, ipecac, alkanet root, oil of bergamot, and many 
other exotic-sounding pharmaceuticals. 

The capsule histories arc followed by an alphabetical product index which 
lists all the medicines mentioned in the text, identifying them with their proper 
firms. This list should prove helpful to those who wish to include such items 
as advertising cards in their collections, because some indicate the name of the 
product but not its manufacturer. 

The final portion of this work is a reprint of H enry \'V. Holcombc 's checklist 
of the private proprietary facsimile labels . Originally published in 1944 and 
long out-of-print, this monograph is the authoritative work on these "cousins 
of stamps" and is a natural "finis" to a book of this nature, because the labels 
were prepared by the drug firms as substitutes for the tax stamps after the taxes 
were repealed. 

Two drug firms which did not issue pril-ate die proprietary stamps, but 
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precanceled the government-issue proprietaries also are given capsule histories. 
Your reviewer would like to have seen many more of these firms included. How­
ever, this would actuall~r be beyond the scope of this book, and the author should 
not be taken to task for their omission. 

The illustrations are clear, and add interest to this handbook in that they not 
only cover the stamps proper, but also show adve1·tising cards and other related 
material. Any philatelist, cartophile, or collector of bottles will find Private 
Die Proprietary 111 edicine Stamps a \\·orth\Yhile addition to his library. 

(Louis S. Alfano) 

Stanley Gibbons Elizabethan Catalogue for British Commonwealth Postage 
Stamps 1969. Fifth Edition. Stanley Gibbons Ltd. 391 Strand, London W.C. 2. 
Illustrated. 570 pages. Paperbouncl. Price $3.50. 

For anyone interested in building an interesting specialized collection at 
minimum cost, this catalogue and the area it coYers should be giwn close scrutiny. 
Well illustrated and carefully annotated, it presents the British Commonwealth 
Issues since 1952 in easily understood form. Prices are in sterling as well as 
U.S. dollars to allow the immediate comparison for those who might be confused 
by British currency. 

Conspicuous in a num her of the larger countries are detailed illustrations of 
constant position flaws and retouches more common to the photogravure printing 
used predominantly in the British Commonwealth. Though some would decry 
these as "flyspeck philately," it seems that these varieties have gained an 
impressive toehold in the fi eld and are sure to be giYen proper respect as a field 
of philately. "Flyspeck philately" can also be considered of particular value 
to the hobby as a whole, because it can proYide a specialized flavor at low cost 
for those who are presentl~- unabl e to afford the more exotic and valuable varieties 
of the classics and other issues. This could be the needed source of interest 
which would result in cultivating the collectors of the future. 

Gibbons new policy toward curbing stamp issuing activities of certain coun­
tries sees its first implementation in this volume. Although only restricted to 
issues of the Aden States in this volume, future editions are promised to give 
close scrutiny and, for those offenders, the ignominy of minor notice in an 
appendix ''in order to maintain the value of the Catalogue purely as a work of 
reference. '' 

This catalogue should be particularly useful to one who collects only the 
more modern issues of the British Commonwealth. (Robert P. Odenweller) 

Stories To Collect Stamps B y by Herman Herst, Jr. 281 pages, 5 illustrations, 
clothbound. Published by Philatelic Book Publisher, Inc., 17 East 48 Street, 
New York, N. Y. 10017. Price $5. 

H ere's a third book by " Pat " H erst, a veteran philatelic professional, who 
has tried to do a lot to promote stamp collecting. His other books have proved 
popular. Also, he issues six house organs every year, having been at this for 
many years. 

One subject in this book is most commendable. This concerns the utter 
futility of stamp speculation and the misnomer of ''stamp investing.'' Excel­
lent advice is offered on this matter. The buying· of wholesale quantities of new 
U. S. stamps also has been discussed in the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST'S 

editorials. But it should be far more effective in a book as this, because the 
majority of the readers will not be sophisticated philatelists. Whether the good 
advice will be taken is another matter. It has not been up to now. But repeti­
tion might finally help make the :facts of philatelic life sink in. 

One will not find any philatelic studies nor research, just a potpurri of 
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yarns and events trying to offer entertaining r eading. Again, accuracy seems 
to have been bypassed in some portions. One cannot call the author modest, 
because there are only a f ew illustrations with two on the dustjacket, all showing 
' ' Pat'' Herst in various modes and moods. 

The latest book reads like one of those breezy, long holiday cards, telling 
you what the author has been up to. He touches ''all bases ' ' - some not phila­
telic, such as his final one on ''I remember Mama. ' ' 

The following is quoted from a letter of President Franklin D. Roosevelt on 
page 72 

''What I need most at the present time is a month off to play with stamps. '' 
I, too, Mr. President! All my philatelic chores arc taking up too much of 

my spare time. ( H. M. G.) 

The R elief Postmarkers Of Papua And New Guinea. Compiled by V. A. 
Rutherford, 1969. Illustrated. 31 pages plus foldout map. The Society of 
Australasian Specialists, c/o Robert B. Brandeberry, 58 West Salisbury Drive, 
Wilmington , Delaware 19809. Price: $1.00 for S.A.S. members, $1.50 to others. 

Vern Rutherford has made an interesting and very worthwhi le addition 
to the philatelic literature of Papua and New Guinea with this compilation of 
data on the relief postmarkers of the Territory. It is the second handbook 
issued by the Society of Australasian Specialists, the first being Pompey 's " The 
Post Office of Papua and New Guinea, 1885-1967," i·e,·icwcd in this magazine 
last year. 

This publication thoroughly coYers the field of reliefs from the datestamps 
supplied by the Australian GoYernment in 1945-1946 to the set of six specially 
designed R elief datestamps currently in use. There are ample illustrations of 
the relief c.d.s. as well as of the permanent cancellers used since World War 
II. The good-size map showing the location of the postwar post offices adds 
value. The tabulations by type of datestamp include the office where used, 
<latcs of senice and remarks on why the reliefs came into senice. In addition, 
there is an alphabetical listing of the post offices giving relief datestamp data. 
Finally, there is a section covering distinguishing marks on the reliefs as an 
aid to identification. 

The Society should be congratulated on this series, especially for keeping 
the price very low. (Richard Sutton Wilson) 

The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following: 

New York Foreign Mail Cancellations 1870-1876 by Arthur Van Vlissingen 
and Morrison Waud. Published under the auspices of the Clarence W . 
Hennan Memorial Publication Fund of the Collectors Club of Chicago. 
1968. 105 pages. Illustrated. Clothbound. Gift of the authors. 

The Bahama I slands, A History and Catalogue of the handstamps and cancella­
tions 1802-1967 by lVI. H. Ludington and Gale J. Raymond. Published by 
Robson Lowe Ltd., London, England. 1968. 66 pages. Illustrated. 
Clothbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

New Z ealand. The Great Barrier Island 1898-99 Pigeon Post Stcmnps by J . 
Reg. Walker. Published under the auspices of the Theodore E. Steinway 
Memorial Publication Fund of the Collectors Club of New York. 1968. 
109 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. 

Catalog of United States Perfins. E dited by K. F. Lougee. Published by the 
Perfi.ns Club. 1966. 434 pages. Illustrated. Clothbound. Courtesy of 
lVIr. David C. Stmnp. 
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Der Vatikanstaat. H erausgeber und Verlag: Win:fried Kittel, Schwabisch 
Gmund. 1967. 237 pages. Illustrated. German text. Clothbound. 
Courtesy of the publisher. 

Bulletin of the Polonus Philatelic Society, Nov. 1954-J an. 1969. Courtesy of 
Mr. Myron K Steczynski. 

Miill er Briefrnarken Ifofolog, 9. Auflage. 1961. Druck und Verlag : Linde­
mann & Ludecke, Berlin-West, Germany. 720 pages. Illustrated. Ger­
man text. Clothbound. Gift of Mr. Leon Fischer. 

Saar-Briefrnarken-Spezial-J[atalog by K. End und vV. Becker. Verlag: Saar­
druckerei AG. Saarbrucken. 1950. 151 pages. Illustrated. German 
text. Paperbound. Gift of Mr. Leon Fischer. 

Catalogo Zoo-Filatelico 1955 by G. Spaziani Testa . Soc. P. Az. Poligrafici 
' ' Il Resto del Carlino, '' Bologna. 342 pages, plus 2 Supplements. Illus­
trated. Italian text. Hard cover. Gift of Mr. Leon Fischer. 

Sonderpostmarkenserie. 500 Jahre Diozese Wien by Professor Dr. Rudolf 
Bachleitner. Published by Generaldirektion fur die Post-Telegraphenver­
waltung, Wien. 1968. 39 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paper­
bound. Gift of l\fr. H erbert J. Bloch. 

A. C. Roessler's Stwnp Views, Vols. 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 (1910-1916 ). Clothbound. 
Gift of Mr. William W. Wylie. 

The Noble Officicil Catalog of United Sfotes Bureaii Precancels. Published by 
Gilbert W. Noble, Winter Park, Florida. 1969. 192 pages. Illustrated. 
Ring binder. Paper cover. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Medical Stamps, Vol. 3. By E. Willis Hainlen, l\I.D. Published by the 
American Topical Association, Inc., Milwaukee, vVisconsin. 1968. 87 
pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Topiccil Issues of 1968 with 1969 Ccifolog Numbers by Bob Allison and Larry 
Del\Iars. Published hy the American Topical Association, Inc., Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 1969. 38 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. Courtesy of the 
publisher. 

Historia de las Comunicaciones 1862-1930 by Walter B. L. Bose. Published by 
Academia de la Historia, Buenos Aires. 1967. 87 pages. Spanish text. 
Paperbound. Gift of Mr. 'l'heodore Van Dam. 

Las Pastas en las Provincias del Norte y Ciiyo, en la Evoca del Congreso de 
Tucuman by vValter B. L. Bose. Reprint :from " Revista de Trabajos y 
Cornunicaciones.'' La Plata. 1966. 30 pages. 2 maps Spanish text. 
Paperbound. Gift of Mr. Theodore Van Dam. 

Photocopy: The Vanderhoof Memorial Book. Gift of Mr. Louis S. Alfano. 
The IIarry F. Allen Collection of Black Jacks by l\la,l'yette B. Lane. Elliott 

Perry, Consultant. Published by The American Philatelic Society, State 
College, P enna. 1969. 148 pages. Illustrated. Hard cover. Gift of the 
author. 

Guatemala, Voliime I by The International Society of Guatemala Collectors. 
Roland A. Goodman, Editor. Published by Robson Lowe Ltd., London, 
England. 1969. 279 pages. Illustrated. Clothbound. Courtesy of the 
publisher. 

The Postal History of Vermont by George C. Slawson, Arthur W. Bingham 
and Sprague vV. Drcnan. Pubilshcd b.\- The Collectors Club, New York, 
N. Y. 1969. 308 pages. Illustrated. Clothbound. 

Die Deutschen Markenheftchen uncl Rollenmarken V erschiedener W ertstufen 
von 1935-1945 by H ermann vYetzl, Munchen. Neues Handbuch der Brief­
Markenkunde. Reihe B. Lieforung 4. 40 pages. Illustrated. German 
text. Paperbound. Courtesy of the publisher. 
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Stories to Collect Stamps By h:v H erman Herst, Jr. Philatelic Book Publishers, 
Inc., New York, N. Y. 2 1 pages. Hard cover. Gift of the author. 

The Ross Smith England-Australia Flight by Col. Leonard H . Smith, Jr. 
Published by . H. Smith , Clear,rnter , Florida. 1968. 177 pages. Ulus­
trated. Paperbound. Gift of the author. 

Indian Travelling Post Offices 1861-1891 by Col. D. R. Martin. Published by 
Robson J_,owe Ltd. , J_,ondon, England . 1969. .J.O pages. Illustrated. Soi't 
cover . Courtesy of the publisher. 

Not0s used for The Collectors Club Hl:lndbook No. 20 The New II ebrides by 
Nathan Hl:lls and Phil Collas. Gift of the authors. 

Postmarked Alaska h~- Joseph J. Cav:ignol. Gossip Printen ', Inc., Holton, 
Kansl:ls. 1957. 105 pages. Illustr:ited. Hard cov0r. Gift of Mr. H er­
man Herst, Jr. 

Stamps, Volum es 141-144. Bonnel Volum0s. (lift of Mr. H. h fondquist. 
S cott's Know Your U. S. Stamps b~- T.Jill.v B. Fnwl. Scott Publi cations. ew 

York, N. Y. 1969. 94 pllgC's. Illustrated. Pap0rbound. Courtesy of the 
publisher . 

Baker's Catalogue and Handbook: Stamps of the Chann el Islands. Ernest 
J. Baker , Guernse>-, C. J. 1949. 64 pages. Tllnstratrcl . Paperbouncl. Gift 
of Mrs. Ethel l\IcCo~' · 

Private Die Proprietary llfedici11 e Stamps h~r 00org0 B. Gri:ffenhagen, R.Ph. 
American Topical Associntion , l\[ihrnnke0, 'Visconsin. 1969. 78 pages. 
Jllustrakd. Soft cowr. CourtC's:v of th e publisllC'r. 

The Postal History of Ynkon T erritory h~- Roh . (l. Woodall. Published by 
the author, HolbYoocl, WimhornC', Dors0t. , England, 1964. 148 pages. 
Illustrated. Soft conr. (lift of 1\fr. Herman H erst, Jr. 

CENPEX : Alaska's Centennial Ph17atelic E xhibition. Juh- 1967. Gift of Mr. 
David L. Jarrett. · 

Enjoy Your Leis1tre Time: Autograph Collecting Gilide by Roble:v D. Stevens. 
Publish0d by Edward Brnth0rs, Ann Arbor, l\Iichi@:an. 1955. 36 pages. 
Illustrated. Paperhound. Gift of Mr. I·frrm an Herst, Jr. 

A eronautica. A Science Mus0um Illustrated Booklet. By W. T. 0 'Dea. H er 
Majesty 's Station0ry Offic0, London. 1966. 20 pages. Illustrated. Paper­
bouncl. (lift of Mr. Henry M. Goodkind. 

Sieger Z eppelin Post Katalog. 19. Auflage. 1968. Sieger Verlag, Lorch 
('Vurtt. ) Germany. 28c pages. Illustrated. German text. Courtesy of 
the publisher. 

Rollen-Marken Katalog. Edit0d and publishrcl h:v Rene Amrein , Kusnacht, 
Switzerland. 61 pages. Illnstrated. German text. Paperbound. Gift of 
Mr. Jacques R. Simpson. 

Schweizerischer Luftpost-lfotalog 1969. Schwei?;erischer Aerophilatelisten Verein. 
Selbstverl ag, Zurich, Swifa0rlancl. 241 pages. Illustrated. German text. 
Ring-binder, soft cover. Gift of Mr. Jacques R. Simpson. 

Zumstein Schweiz/Liechtenstein Ifotalog 1969. Zumstein & Cie., Bern, Switzer­
land. 248 pages. Illustrated. German/ French text. Paperbound. Gift 
of Mr. Jacques R. Simpson. 

Stamps of Papua by A. A. Rosenblum. Published b:v th0 Horticultural Press 
Pty. J_,td., Carlton South , Victoria, Australia. 55 pages. Illustrated. 
Paperbound. Gift of Mr. Richard S. Wilson. 

EFTMEX '68 List of Awards. Gift of l\Ir. Alex Rendon. 
Index of Prin cipales Etudes : L e Monde des Philatelistes . Nos. 57-205, 1956-

1968. Compil ed by Adri en Boutrelle. Photocopy. Gift of the author. 

(Continued on Page 183) 
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Library Want List 

Do Y ou Have These? 

Like a collector trying to complete a set of stamps, the Collectors Club 
Library is trying to comlpetc its sets of periodicals. Can you give the Library 
any of the issues listed below ? In giving, you will share with other the 
knowledge contained in these periodicals and will secure their preservation. 

This list includes only periodicals published in the United States; a future 
list will give the Library's needs in foreign periodicals. 

Please write to The Librarian, The Collectors Club, 22 East 35 Street , 
New York, N. Y. 10016. (Ernest C. Wilkins) 

1. Austria Philatelic Society Bulletin (New York, N. Y.) 
Vol. 5 Nos. 8, 9, 10 (October, November, December, 1953) 
Vol. 15 No. 3 (June, September, 1963) 

2. COROS Chronicle (Los Angeles, Calif.) 
Whole Numbers: 1 through 18, 21, 23, 24, 25, 27, 29, 31, 32, 37, 42, 64. 

(1948-59) 
3. Egyptian Newsletter (American branch- Philatelic Society of Egypt) 

Vol. 1 No. 5 (February, 1957) Vol. 3, No. 6 (April, 1959) 
New Series: Whole Numbers: 1 through 9, 11, 13, 14, 17 through 22, 24 thru 

27, 30, 31. (1960-64) 
4. Harmer's Stamp Hints (New York, N . Y.) 

Vol. 2 No. 2 (Whole Number 6) 
5. First Days 

Vol. 1 Nos. 1 through 6 
Vol. 2 No. 3 
Vol. 3 Nos. 4, 5, 6 
Vol. 4 Nos. 1, 2 
Vol. 5 Nos. 1, 2, 6 

Vol. 6 No. 2 
Vol. 9 No. 4 
Vol. 10 Nos. 1, 3 through 6 
Vol. 11 Nos. 1 through 6 
Vol. 12 Nos. 1, 7, 8 
Vol. 13 No. 1 

6. Hellenic Philatelic Society Bulletin (New York, N. Y.) 
any between Vol. 2 No. 4 (May, 1944) and June, 1946 

7. H ellenic Philatelic Society of America Bulletin 
Vol. 1 Nos. 1 through 6 (January-November, 1949) 
Vol. 2 No. 8 (September-December, 1951) 
Vol. 3 No. 1 (January, 1952) 

8. H.P.S.A. Newsletter 
any after June, 1956 (No. 6) to 1961. 

9. H ellenic Philatelic Society of America News Bulletin 
Vol. 2 No. 5 (June, 1964) 
Vol. 5 No. 5 (September, 1967) 

10. H elvetia Bulletin 
Vol. 15 Nos. 5, 12 (May, December, 1952) 
Vol. 16 Nos. 10, 11, 12 (October, November, December, 1953) 
Vol. 17 No. 1 (January, 1954) 
all after February, 1956. 

11. Italian Philatelist (P. Ostrow) 
Vol. 1 No. 4 (April, 1956) 
Vol. 7 Nos. 4, 7, 10 (April, July, October, 1962) 

12. H .P.O. Notes (Highway Post Office Notes) 
Whole Numbers: 49, 51 through 58 (1955-56) 
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LIBRARY (Continued from Page 181) 

Purchased by the Library: 

Encyclopedie des Tirnbres-Poste de France. 1849-1853, Volmne I. Edited and 
published by l'Academie de Philatelie, Paris, France. 1968. Two books. 
599 pages and 847 pages. Illustrated. French text. Hard cover. 

Oifts were received also from : 

Aero Philatelists, American Stamp Dealers Association, American Topical 
Association, Masonic Stamp Club, Dr. William Reiner-Deutsch, Messrs. 
Edward R. Held, Henry M. Goodkind, Ernest C. Wilkens, Robert G. Stone, 
Miss Louise Clemencon, Dr. Albert C. Baugh, Messrs. Adrien Boutrelle, 
Charles Lille~' Horn, Her.man Shenitz, Wm. Britton Stitt and Lawrence L. 
Shenfield. 
13. Kaw Chief Stamp Journal (Lawrence, Kansas) 
Vol. 1 Nos. 1 through 12 (April, 1932 to May, 1933) 
Vol. 2 Nos. 1, 10, 11, 12 (June, 1933, March, April, May, 1934) 

14. Lincoln Log (Homer, Michigan) 
Vol. 4 No. 2 (March, 1966) 
Vol. 5 Nos. 5, 6 (September, November, 1967) 
Vol. 6 Nos. 1, 2 (January, March, 1968) 

15. Lithuanian Philatelic Society of N. Y. Bulletin 
Whole Numbers: 1 through 8 (1955-56) 

16. Luxembourg Philatelist (Seattle, Wash.) 
Vol. 1 Nos. 1 through 9 (1950) 
all after Vol. 16 No. 4 (after September, 1965) 

17. Mauritius - Seychelles Study Group Occasional Papers 
all after No. 21 

18. Oxcart (Society of Costa Rica Collectors) 
Whole Numbers: 7, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 29 (1962, 1966) 

19. Pa Kua (San Francisco, California) 
Vol. 1 No. 1 (January, 1958) 
Vol. 2 No. 1 (January, 1959) 
all after March, 1959. 

20. Philatelic Gossip 
Whole Numbers: 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 15. (1915-76) 

21. Plain Talk (Brooklyn, N. Y.) 
Vol. 1 No. 1 (April, 1885) Vol. 2, No. 2 (November, 1885) 

22. Postal Stationery 
Whole Numbers: 89, 90, 91, 93, 95, 96, 97 (1961-62) 

23. Rossica Society of Russian Philately Journal 
Whole Numbers: 1 through 43, 61, 67, 68. (1950-65 ) 

24. U.S . Envelope World (P. H. Thorpe) 
Vol. 4 No. 2 (June, 1959) Vol. 5 No. (N ovember, 1960) 

25. U.S.E.S. (United States Envelope Society) 
after Vol. 6 No. 8 (January, 1955) 
PHILATELIC LITERATURE 
Over the years, The Collectors Club has published numerous Handbooks re­

lating to a lmost every field of philately. Some have been sold out long ago, now 
only being obtainable at an auction sale at prices far above their original selling price. 

See Inside Back Cover and Page 186 of this number for the books available. 
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CHINA 
Pre-adhesive Letters 
Combination frankings with Russian China, French Post 
Offices, Hong Kong, including an excellent range of I.P.O. 
"tie-prints" 
Early and interesting covers of all kinds 
Die Proofs and Postal Stationery 

... ~.q,.q,.q,.q,~.q,.q,.q,0 

Similar material available of all Countries 

- Write today to the Postal H istory people -

(Managing Director: C. A GUS PARKER) 

265 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2, ENGLAND 
CLOSE TO ST. CLEMENT DANES CHURCH - NEAREST UNDERGROUND : TEMPLE 

5~cn:tlcn:tl:U:U::U:U::U:U::O:U:lJXlJXIJ:mltn:l!iXllXillot:H:UXIDtU:U:!l:IQQODDDDCfQCfQCHlCfQDDCfQIXl~ 
SCOTT'S MONTHLY STA1'1P JOURNAL 

Th is prominent philatelic publication is a must if you 
wish to keep your catalogue up-to-date and stay 
abreast of new issues. Each issue carries the Scott 
Chron icle of New Issues - a catalogue supplement 
which list s stamps issued after publication of the 
latest Scott Catalogues. In addition , there are illus­
trated articles , stamp facts , price change informa­
tion , book news and stamp world miscellany. 

A one yea r su bscription to Scott 's Mont hly Sta mp Jou rn al costs only $4. 
A t hree year's subscription is on ly $1 1. (In Ca nada add 50 ¢ a yea r fo r 
postage; in other countries add $1 a yea r for postage.) 

r--------------------------------~ 
I Please ent er my 1 yr. D 2 yr. D 3 yr. D subscription to Scott's Monthly Stamp I 
I Journal. My check D or money order D in t he amount of $ is enclosed. I 
I I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City one State I 
I SCOTT PUBLICATIONS INC., 1255 Portland Pl. , Boulder, Colorado I 
L--------------------------------~ 
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CANADA PENCE ISSUES 

We have now split up for sale by individual items one of the largest 

collections of this issue held in Great Brita in. Some examples are: a 

mag nificent strip of 4 of the 3d Beaver on laid paper, a 6d perforated 
with full gu m and pe rfectly centere d, a 6d perforated on cover, a 

cover with 2 cop ies of the I Od (one the major re-entry) . 2 T welvepenny 
Blacks and other similar material. 

From the same source we have also obtained a nice collection of La rge 
Queens and scarce later material. 

Enquiries welcomed . 

LEO BAR ESCH 
Manfield House 

376 Strand 
London WC 2, England 
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~ § 

i WAYS TO SELL ---- ! 
I I. PUB;l;:P~~~~!~~;,fo,!o•y mo!hod of " '" 1o, m'"y lyp•• of oollooHoo•, i 
§ rarities and othe r philatel ic propert ies. We have co nducted successfu l public l\i 
~ a uction sa les for over 35 yea rs . ~ 

=

i 2
' PRl~~:Ep~~e~~es?~c~~~V :-~~ei;~a~~~~re bes t sold p riva te ly . We place g=! 

many va luable ho ldings in this manne r. 

~ 3. "SPECIAL OFFERS" CATALOGUE § 
~ A new concept in philatelic se ll ing . Publi shed a t pe rio d ic in te rva ls these ~ 
§ cata log ues wi ll offe r selected classic a nd mod ern rar ities, collections a nd othe r § 
O consign me nts at fixe d prices for imm e d iate cash. = 

I 4
· IM~:D~~ Tat~~i~~rested in buyi ng suitab le ma teria l fo r imme dica te cash. i 

C

l Corresponde nce invited . =_i 

We Me reco gn ized a ppraisers for est at e, tax, insurance an d oth er pu rposes. 

§ a 
! IRWIN HEIMAN I 
§ INC. ~ 

§==I ONE 5Lu1~1teDE3N05PLACE A GREAT NECK, L. I., N. Y. 11021 ~==I 
Tel. (516) 466-3144 

:::llllllllllllltllllllllllllltlllllllllllllCllllllllllllltlllllllllllllCllllllllllllltlllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllllllltllllllllllllltlllllllllllllC;:: 
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FINE STAMPS of the WORLD 
ON APPROVAL 

To serious collectors of fine stamps we 
are able to offer an approval eervlce 
second to none. Below we list eome of 
the countries in which we are particu­
larly stronp at the moment, but we In­
vite enQu1r ies for ALL COUNTRIES 
with in the follow ing Jlmlta: Britain and 
Brit ish Colonials f rom 1840 up to Q . E. 
I I ; Other countries up to approximately 
1914. 
In add ition we can offer a fine range of 
Airmail stamps. 
Afghanistan Hungary 
Austria ltaly 
Austr. Italy Italian Sls. 
Argentin e J apan 
Beli:-lum Luxembourg 
Brazil Mexico 
Bolivia Mongolia 
Chile Norway 
China Netherlands 
Denmark Peru 
Finland Poland 
F rance Portugal 
France used Portug. Cols . 

abroad Roumania 
French Cols. Ru11sla 
Greece Spain 
Germany Sweden 
German Sls. Tibet 

Turkey 
U.S. A . 
Uruguay 
Venezu ela 
Great Britain 
Great Britain 
used abroad 

Br. Guiana 
Canada 
Ceylon 
Hellgoland 
Hong Kong 
India 
New Zealand 
Palestine 
South Africa 

From many of the above countries we 
can offer covers, proofs and other epe­
clalized material. References are eHen ­
t lal from those unknown to ua but we 
do pay our own postage charge• at ail 
times. 

J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

ENGLAND 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
186 
At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXffiBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

2 x 2 Color Slides 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Philatelist.) 

1 IVlontgoniery Place 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
\ .... -............................................................................ . 
' ' f i 
' i t Why Pay Higher Prices f 
T 1 
I i J At Auction Sales i 
1, Fot Some Philatelk Uteratu<e? I 

EARLY AMERICA I 
I' PERFORATING MACHINES I 
T by Winthrop S. Boggs ' 

T $Z.50 1 

f (Last Auction Price $12.50) 1 

Remit to: I 
1 

The 2;~~'.~~:o::u:lub I 
New York, N. Y. 10016 1 

1 . . . ................. -............................................................ _, 
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RICHARD WOLFFERS, Inc. 
POSTAGE STAMP SHOP 

MEMBER COLLECTORS CL U B , A P S, I SJP 

127 KEARNEY ST. / SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94108 

,A T E LEPHONE : 781-5127 £ 

.. 

# I - $90.00 

\ 

Pair of #I on cover - $1 75.00 # 176 - $200.00 
Billig' s Philatelic Handbooks 

BUY -A -BOOK -A -MONTH PLAN 
Do you want to know more abou t your stamps? 
Can you identify the rare var ieties of common stamps which specialists 

often pay h u nd reds of dollars for? 
Do you know how to spot the forgeries of valuable stamps and cancella­

tions? 
The veteran collector knows that knowledge of his stamps can mean money 

in his pocket! 
Expand your philatelic knowledge and build your library systematically 

and economically with H JMR's BUY-A -BOOK-A-MONTH P LAN. 
The prize winning 30 volu me B illig's Philatelic Handbook Series contains a 

vast wealth of valuab le information on almost ever y philatelic s u bject and 
cover s the stamps of almost every cou ntry in the world. Included a r e many 
articles and listings of forgeries, cancellations . . . min iature and sou venir 
sheets . . . locals . . . topicals . . . specialized stu dies, revenues . . . and 
m u ch more 

We w il l send you a different volume each month , u ntil your set Is complete 
fo r only $7.50 per month. J oin the BUY-A-BOOK-A-MONT H PLAN today, it 
cou ld be one of the best philatelic buys you will ever make. 

WANTED 
Philatelic Literature, Handbooks, 
Magazines, etc. All languages includ­
ing duplication. No lot too large. 
Send list, priced or for offer. 

HJMR Co. 

HJMR Priced G uide to Philatelic 
Literature 231 pages - 16,000 list­
ings only $1.00 postpaid. Deductible 
from first order of $3.00 or more. 

P. 0 . Box 2368 
Miami Beach, Fla. 33 140 
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-·-·-·-·-· .. ·-····-· .. ·-· .. ·-·-·-·-·-··· .. ·•···-· .. · ··•··•··•··•··•· 
AIRMAIL 
NEW ISSUES 

For yea r s we have sp ecialized in 
suppl ying airmail new issu es. Our ser­
vice is tailored t o suit the n eeds of 
each individual cu stomer. Whether the 
airmail stamps of the whole world or 
o f onl y a few countries are required 
we can supply them. Each monthly 
new issue distribution is accompanied 
by a copy of our "Topical otes" 
(sampl es sent free on request). See 
fo r yo urself how much yo u will save. 
No postage values. 

APPROVALS FOR 
THE SPECIALIST 

We carry a co mpreh ensive sto ck of 
Air Posts of the World and welcom e 
want li sts for se ts and individual 
items. Many errors and var ieti es are 
always available. 

cs-~Q. 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN. 06877 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

................................................................................... -, 

POSTAL STATIONERY -

POSTAL HISTORY 

We have just acquired the Chap­
man collection, a 45 year accumula­
tion of interesting pieces, m ostly used. 

IF YOU HAVE A PARTICULAR 
COUNTRY IN MIND, why not drop 
us a line and let us send you what 
we have available, on approval? 

THE "L" SECTION STATIONERY 
CATALOGUE IS READY ... Labuan 
to Luxembourg, . . . Postpaid $1.50. 

A complete list of sections of the 
postal stationery catalogue is avail­
able, free for the asking. 

i 
i 
i 
i 
i 

I
i
f

I
l
l

HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. i 

' i 
f
f 23 North Santa Anita i 

i f Pasadena , California 91107 i 
f i 
T T, ................................................................................... .. 
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T FREE ! ! . . . . . . ! 

J For A Specialist! J . . 
f We now have one of the largest f 
f selections of Errors and Varieties. An T 
T accu1nulation of 35 years - even for ! 
T advanced specialists. I 
f Many elusive Topicals, Airmails, etc. f 
I etc. ? 
i Antarctica Olympics i 
' Boy Scouts Paintings i 
! Cambodia Exhibitions i ! Centenary Red Cross i 

•f Churchill Refugee 
0
f 

, Dr. Schweitze r Rotary , 
! Eisenhower Russia ! 
• Europa Space • 
i Fra nce Spain f 
f I. T. U. Sports ! 
! K ennedy U. N. , 
0 Laos U . P. U. T f Lincoln Vietna1n 1 
r Monaco I 

Ask for FREE list. Individual ap­
proval se lections . Popular prices -
Convenient Terms. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
Incorporated 

P. 0. BOX 448, 
MONROE, N. Y. 10950 
Buy Stamps 

Confidentially and 

With Confidence 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NY ACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone: 914-EL 8-0964 
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STAMP SALES 6 for the specialist: 

British North America 
MA y 28 Wi th fin e Canadian "Pence" , 

] 859 issues and large Queens, 
al so Newfo undland with outstanding 
" Pence'', rare 1897 le provisional s antl later 
issues, particularly air mail s. 

British Africa 
MAY 28 Important sec tions of 

Cape of Good Hope, 
Gambia, Gold Coast, Madagascar, 
Mauritiu s, Kenya, Hhodesia and So uth 
Africa. 

British West Indies 
MAY 29 Fine Barbados, Cayman Is­

lands, British Guiana, Falk­
land Islands, St. Kitts, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, 
Trinidad and V irgin Islands. 

British Europe and Asia 
MAY JO Exceptional Hong Kong, also 

sca rce Cyprus, Ireland and 
Malaya. 

Australian Commonwealth 
JUNE 10 and the six Au stralian col­

onies. Includin g outstanding 
New Sou th Wales Sydney Views and Tas­
rnania. 

New Zealand and the Pacific Islands 
JUNE 11 300 lots of Chalons, also a 

unique collection of essays, 
proofs and colour trials. 

HA N DBOOK CATALOGUES, uith colour 
plates, · 3 each including second class airmail 
postage. 

Robson Lowe Ltd. 
50 Pall Mall, 

London, S.W. 1, England 
Cables: Stamps, London, S.W. 1. 

Telex: 915 410 

Please say that you saw this in 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. 
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iJ. N. SISSONS LTD.I 
1 n  I 9 b 9 AUCTIONS I
I JULY 9-10 ~ 
~ = 

I OCTOBER 22 - 23 I 
I I 
~ §  FINE I 

BRITISH NORTH  AM ~.:I c A I
! GENERAL PROPERTIES I 
I I ~ Illustrated Catalogs Available ~ 

;;; a month before sale date ~ 

 s,b.c.ipfoo to c.+.109· I lo~ '~~:'.;o Re•li~:doo i 
;:; ~ 

 I 
I 37 KING STREET EAST, i 
~ = 

--=

I TORONTO I, CANADA -=; 
.. Phone: 416-364-6003 ~ 

~ Cables: Sistamp, Toronto = 
I ! 
;) llCllllllll lll lltlllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllJlltllllllllllllltlllllllllllllC•) 
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c 1966 5F-1 Dinar (II) ------ $15 § 
§ 20F ovpt. Inverted (S. G. 17A) $30 ~ 
:: MALTA C 
§ 1965 Q.E. II 1/6, Head Omitted, § 
c CW. 53A --··-------- $360 :; 
§ 1966 . Q.E- II 3d-, Imperforate ~ 
g Pair ---siE-R RA ___ LEON_E_____ ssoo ~ 

c 1963 11/- on £1 Airmail, § 
§ CW.S33, u sed $170; mint __ $400 § 
§ 1965 Churchill ZL./10/-, Value g 
§ Omitted, CW.S87B, mint _ $150 § 
c TONGA :; 
§ 1962 Centenary 5/- ovpt. In- § 
§ verted a unique imprint strip g 
:: of three --··--------------- $1,500 :: c 1965 4/6 on 2/4, Gold and Ye!- § 
§ low-Green. The only record- § 
§ ed major error on this stamp. g 
:: Type U, CW.S67A, but over- :: a print albino-clear print of § 
§ overprint without colour ----- $180 § 
§ The " COMMONWEALTH RE- g 
:: VIEW" has many l·nteresting :: c Articles and latest news of Bri - § 
§ tlsh Commonwealth l·ssues. Send § 
g for copy. g 
:: PRICE LISTS AVAILABLE. Please :: 
iJ send S.A.E. to our EALING OFFICE § 
§ for:- G.·B., AUSTRA,LIA, CYPRUS, § 
§ GIBRALTAR, IRISH, MALTA, NEW g 
§ ZEALAND, NORFOLK$, PAPUA- § 
~ N.G., PITCAIRN , etc., etc. ~ 

~ BRIDGER & KAY LTD. ~ 
~ 86 Strand London, W.C. Z England ~ 
= "Publication Dept.", Paramount " s House, 71-75 Uxbridge Road, Ealing, ~ 
;:; London, W . 5. § 
•:•111crn1111111111ClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllC~ 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as you enjoy collecting and 
as long as you have Cun with your 
stamps. But when you get tired of a 
collection because it has reached its 
goal, when you want to start in another 
philatelic field, do not hesitate to dis· 
pose of the "finished" collection. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
funds for purchases in your new field. 
When you decide to sell, talk with a 
dealer whom you have trusted with 
your purchases. He is the right man to 
sell for you the items he has once sold 
to you. We are always happy when we 
can give advice and help of this kind. 
Contact us when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a satis­
factory sale of your material, either 
by private sale or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 
Tel. : MUrrey Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address : Marcstamp Newyork 
190 
COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
VATICAN CITY COVERS 
41-46 Juridical Cgr. on reg. 

letter ................................ P . 0 . R. 
47-54 Catholic Press .................. f96 .00 
55-60 on reg. Jetter Arch. 

Con&". ·······················- ····· ····· · 60.00 
61 -G7 fl. to France Interreg. 

FDC .................................... 18.00 
122-131, Ell-12 Basilicas FDC P .O. R. 
132-139 Holy Year FDC .... 60.0'0 
140-42 - Palatine Guard FDC 45.00 
143-44 - Dogma of Ass. FDC 40.00 
146-48 - Pope Pius X (Gold) 

FDC ···-··················-············· 90.00 
149 -53 - Calchedon FDC ........ 90.00 
165 - Roman States Cen-

tenary FDC ...................... 20.00 
155A - Roman States Souv. 

sh eets FDC ................. ... 65.00 
158- 68 , E13-14 Popes & Basil. 

FDC .................................... 27.50 
239-42 Brussels Fair FDC ........ 16.00 
242A Brussels Fair Souvenir 

sh ee t FDC ... ........ 20.00 
C9-15 2nd Airma il FDC ........ 35.00 

C16-17 Tobias FDC ·········-······· P .O. R. 
C18-19 UPU FDC ···· ···········-··· P. 0 . R. 
C20-21 re.gist. w. cachet FDC P . 0. R . 
C22 -23 Dome I FDC ···-··············· 80.00 
C24 -32 Angels FDC .. 30.00 
C33-34 Dome II FDC ............... 45.00 
C45 -46 Auto. by designer FDC 45.00 

Prices subject to change 
witho1tt notice. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. A 
P.O. Box 57, Dumont, N. J. 07628 
S. L_ BAYER, Prop_ Est. 1912 

Member Collectors Club - ASDA 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 48, N O. 3 
TOTAL 
LIQUIDATION 

Soon the name " JULIARD " , which has 
been associated wit h philately for 80 
years will disappear, as I have decided 
to retire and liquidate my bus iness. 

On all stam ps still available in the 1969 

J""t..TLI .A.:RD 
CL..A.SSICS 

international 

"Quality pre-1930 stamps" 

as well as in my stock I offer now the 

FINAL DISCOUNT OF 30% 

The catalog is FREE now, write to: 

Alex: S.Julia.rd 
Eryn Ma"W""r Fa. 19010 

(Est. by L. Ju liard , 1889). 
United States 

British America 

Fall~land Islands 

HIGHLAND PARK, ILLIN OIS 60035 
PH 0 NE 312/ 432-4139 
RHODESIA 
Selected Items 

1. 1890. ld. black to £10 brown. The 
complete first issue with "Speci­
men" perforated. Scarce. S.G. 1-13. 
Scott 1-19 ·······-·-··············-·· $100.00 

2. 1891 provisionals. The set of four 
values in superb mint BLOCKS of 
four. Rare. S.G. 14-17. Scott 20-23. 

$480.00 
3. 1896 provisional. 3d. / 5s. orange yel­

low. F ine mint b lock of four. 
Scarce. S.G. 35. Scott 42. $180.00 

4. 1896 (May). 4d. blue. Superb 
mint example of this stamp 
with variety "Company" 
OMITTED. A great rarity. 
R. P. S. certificate. S .G. 62a. 
Scott 46a ···········-········ $900.00 

5. 1898. £ 2 rosy red. perf. 15. 
Fine mint example of this 
scarce stamp. Fresh and at­
tractive. S.G. 74. Scott 58. 

$300.00 

6. 1898-1908. The set to ls. including 
multiples (block of the ls.) and 
many shades. All fine mint. S. G. 
75-84b. Scott 59-66 ·······-··· $180.00 

7. 1898-1908. ls. bistre buff. Fine mint 
horizontal pair with variety Im­
perf. between. A rare item. S.G. 
84a. Scott 66b ··-···········--··· $260.00 

8. 1898-1908. 2s.6d. bluish grey. Fine 
mint top marginal vertical pair 
with variety "Imperf. between". 
Scarce. S.G. 85a. Scott 67a. $144.00 

9. 1898-1908. £20 bistre brown. Fine 
m int marginal example of this 
rare stamp. Catalogued 7000 francs 
in Yvert. Yvert 74 ............ $1 350.00 

10. 1909. £2 brown. Superb mint 
example of this stamp on 
white paper. Rare. S.G. 113c. 
Scott 100 ···········-··········· $700.00 

11. 1910-16. The complete set in­
cluding three shades of the 
£1 value, the 2s. purple bl ack 
and many other scarce 
shades. A total of 59 stamps. 
S.G. 119-166a. Scott 101-118a. 

$2000.00 

12. 1910-16. £ 1 crimson and s late 
black. Brilliant mint example of 
this shade of extraordinary fresh ­
ness. S.G. 166a. Scott 118a. $240.00 

Write 'fo·r i llustra ted cata logue of 
oth er fin e stamps w e h a v e i n stoc k . 

W. E. LEA 
( Phila telists ) Ltd . 

I The Adelphi 
John Adam Street 

Strand, London W.C. 2 
England 
191 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions 

the improve1nent of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers ... Our more than 1,200 Members 

are pledged to serve you well. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the l\1embers of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATIO N, INC. 

116 Nassau Street A New York 38, N. Y. 
192 



~~~PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS~~~ 
Published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

No. 1 UNITED STATES, 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages ••• 9 Illus •••• $1.00 

No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856·80 
By Louis Stich 84 pages •• • 20 Illus ••• , $2.00 

No. 3 VENEZUELA, THE EARLY STAMPS 
By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages ••• 225 Illus •••. $3.95 

No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE.STAMP POSTMARKS 
By Edwin Mueller 200 page1 ••• 800 Illus ••. • $12.50 

No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855·59 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages ••. 530 Illus ••.• $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages ..• 24 Plates ••. $25.00 

No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 
By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages ••• 88 Illus •••• $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, THE GENERAL ISSUES 
By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ••• 82 Illus .••• $2.00 

No. 12 CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS 
By Earl Antrim 251 pages ••• 176 Illus ••• • $10.00 

$7.50 to C. C. members 

No. 13 HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL 
By Irving I. Green 32 pages ••• 14 Illus .••• $1.00 

No. 14 THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL 
By H. D. S. Haverbeck 

No. 15 THE PONY EXPRESS 

128 pages ••• 59 Illus .••• $5.00 

By M. C. Nathan & W. S. Boggs 105 pages ••• 102 Illus .••. $5.00 

No. 16 MANCHOUKUO 
By Helen K. Zirkle 131 pages ••• 168 Illus •••• $5.00 

No. 17 UNITED STATES. THE 1851·57 TWELVE CENT STAMP 
By Mortimer L. Neinken 74 pages ••• 65 Illus •••• $4.00 

No. 18 AFGHANISTAN, ITS 20th CENTURY POSTAL ISSUES 
By Frank E. Patterson III 208 pages ••• 225 Illus •••• $7.50 

No. 19 UNITED STATES, THE Sc BEACON AIR MAIL STAMP OF 1928 
By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages ••• 90 Illus. •.• $2.00 

No. 20 THE NEW HEBRIDES, POSTAL STAMPS AND THEffi IDSTORY 
By Nathan Hals and Phil Collas 176 pages ••• 66 Illus •••• $10.00 

No. 21 POSTAL IDSTORY OF VERMONT 
By George C. Slawson, Arthur W. Bingham, Sprague W. Drenan 

310 pages ••• Illustrated ••• $10.00 

No. 22 NEW ZEALAND, 1898·99 GT. BARRIER ISLAND PIGEON POST STAMPS 
By J. Reg Walker, H. L. Chisholm, H. M. Goodkind 

110 pages ••• 70 Illus •••• $5.00 

Order Directly from: 

~~--THE COLLECTORS CLUB;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~ 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. I 0016 
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Nl!WYORK 

AUCTION CALENDAR 

JUNE 10-12 UNITED STATES, BRITISH COMMONWEALTH AND 
GENERAL FOREIGN, including the collection of United 
States formed and offered by order of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold H. Smith of North Sydney, N. S. W., Australia, 
a collection of United States formed and offered by 
order of Mr. Ralph A. Schoenfeld of Tacoma, Wash­
ington and the Air Post Collection formed and offered 
by order of Mr. Ernesto Muscani of Caracas, Venezuela. 
Fully illustrated auction catalogue 50c by first class mail. 

JUNE 24-26 UNITED STATES AND GENERAL FOREIGN, with a 
nice representation of 19th Century United States, also 
the general collection formed by the late Dr. Joseph 
W. Goldbert, offered by order of the beneficiary. 

Fully illustrated auction catalogue gratis. 

JULY 8-10 FINAL SALE OF THE SEASON - AN IMPORTANT 
GENERAL AUCTION. 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 

(212) 757-4460 




