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POLISH FIELD POST IN FRANCE 1939-40

By L

The history of Polish resistance to
the hitlerite invaders today well
known. The heroic deeds performed by
the soldiers and the ¢ivilians inside and
outside Poland were admired_ ln all peo-
ple of good will. The Faseists did not
suceceed in ecrushing the spirit of the
people. Organized resistance outside Po-
land began while the fighting was still
going on in and around Warsaw, Gdansk
and other Cities. On September 9, 1939
a Polish Government was set up in
France. It signed an agreement with
the French Government to create a Po-
lish Army on French soil to fight the
common enemy. The call to arms was
answered by the Poles who lived in
France and was increased by those sol-
diers and officers who managed to reach
France after the defeat of Poland. Ac-
cording to reliable information, by June
15, 1940 this army totalled 81,000 men.

With the setting up of an Army Or-
ganization, postal facilities had to be
organized. According to H. B. Smith
in his ‘Polish Post, 7 Years War’ -—
“during the time the Polish Forces
were in France all ordinary letters and
post cards weighing not over 20 gram-
mes, addressed to military persons or
offices, were delivered free of postal
charges.” Members of the Polish Forces,
were granted similar free facilities,
provided only that they submitted their
correspondence first to the respective
Postal Officer of their unit (Vaguemes-
tre) and hence through the Postal Con-
trol. Such letters had, of course, the

is

regimental or equivalent hand stamp.:

When units were moved to the front

GUST

line or fighting zone, they then em-

ployed a Field Post cancellaton “Post

Aux Armees, Secteur No. . . .”. In the

main, letters sent by army units, when

registered, were free of postal charges.

Not all military establishments had

hand stamps, some had a rubber stamp

indicating on the envelope the unit in
such cases the initials “F.M.” (Fran-
chise Militaire) were used.

It is my intention to describe those
I have in my collection without ¢laim-
ing to exhaust the subject. Mr. H. B.
Smith gave, us valuable general infor-
mation and now by describing in detail
the hand stamp used, other philatelists
may fill in.the rest. In this way we
will be able to get a complete picture
of the Field Post Marks used by the
Polish Forces in France. My letters
cover most of the training centers, a
few from military units and some from
the fighting zone. This may seem to
limit my observations and yet a clear
picture emerges from studying the types
on hand stamps used during the years
1939-1940.

Broadly there were two distinet
groups circular and straight line
hand stamps. The circular hand stamps
c¢an be broadly divided into three types:

GROUP A

Type 1 — A single or double circle
hand stamp of various sizes with the
word “vaguemestre”’.

Type IT — A similar, double cirele hand
stamp with the Statue of Liberty in-
side the inner ecrecle

..Both these types were in French.

Type III — A three concentric hand
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stamp with the Polish Eagle inside

the inner circle. This type was in

French and Polish.

GROUP B

Straight line types

These were in French and Polish of
different sizes and were used as letter
heads, indicating the units and the mili-
tary character of the letter. Some were
used in conjunction with the circular
hand stamp but the bulk used this type
only. Each of the above types has seve-
ral variations which indicates that only
some were made centrally. It is interes-
ting to note that the color of the ink
used was not uniform, — black, blue,
red, violet and even green were used.

Now let us deseribe these hand
stamps in detail:
TYPE 1. A double circle with 2 lines
5 & 7 mm. apart, inside the circles the
word ‘‘vaguemestre” between the lines
2, 4, 1940, Bollene, 27 & 18 mm. “Cen-

tre Instr. Polonais” “vaguemestre”

blue lines 5 mm. apart (Illustration 1)

28, 3, 1940, Vichy, 39 & 29 mm. “Centre
Instr. Polonais” “Le vaguemestre”
black lines 7 mm. apart. (Illustration
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Illustration 2 Ilustration 3

TYPE la A double circle without lines
in the circle and “Le vaguemestre” in
two straight lines.

1, 6, 1940, Angers, 34 & 23 mm. Centre
d’instruction de genie, red: (Illustra-
tion 3) !

15, 5, 1940, Pont-Chateau, 34 & 22 mm.
Armee Polonaise D.C.A., blue. (Illus-
tration 4)

21, 6, 1940, St-nazaire
34 & 22 mm. Armee
Polonaise D.C.A.,—
blue.

27, 4, 1940, Camp de
Versailles, 37 & 28
mm., Armee Polo-
naise, blue. (Tllus-

tration 5).
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Ilustration 4
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Illustration 6

Ilustration 5

5, 6, 1940, Coetguidan, 38, & 26 mm.
Commandement de Camp, blue.

TYPE II Double circle with Statue of

Liberty,

14, 5, 1940, Val Andree, 38 & 28 mm.

Centre annese instruction, Le vague-

mestre, red. (Illustration 6)
21, 2, 1940, Loudec, 38 & 28 mm. Cen-
tre annese instruction, Le comman-

dant, red. (Illustration 7)

28, 5, 1940, Parthenay, 40 & 28 mm.
depot Polon Ais No. 2, Le major, blue.
(Ilustration 8)

\ Camp-\de-Crarpiagne, 38, 31, 23 mm., Sta-

TYPE III Hand stamp with three con-

centric circles and Polish FEagle in

French and Polish.

4, 3,71940, Lucon, 38, 31, 23 mm., Osro-
dek Wyszkolenia Oficerow, blue.

4, 6, 1940, Thouars, 38, 31, 23 mm. OSro-
dek Wyszkolenia Oficeréw, black. (II-
lustration 9)

Illustration 9

2, 4, 1940, Thouars, 38, 31, 23 mm. OSro-
dek Wyszkolenia Oficeréw, black

4, 6, 1940, Loudeac, 38, 31, 23 mm. O$ro-
dek Wyszkolenia Oficerdw, blue.

2,5, 1940, Cerizay, 38, 31, 23 mm. Osro-
dek Wyszkolenia ()fico.r()w, green.

5, 6, 1940, Cerizay, 38, 31, 23 mm. O$ro-
dek Wyszkotenia Oficeréw, green.
(ITustration 10)

lilustration 10
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7, 3, 1940, Serignan, 38, 31, 23 mm.
1-szy Batalion Czolgdéw, blue. (Illus-
tration 12)

8, 3, 1940, Bollene, 38, 31, 23 mm. Sad
Polowy No. 5, blue. (Illustration 13)

IIIusPruﬁo; 14
5, 6, 1940, Sables D’or, 38, 31, 23 mm.
Komendant Os$rodka Wyszkolenia

Oficeréw, red. (Illustration 14)

19, 2, 1940, Sables D’or, 38, 31, 23 mm.
Komendant O$rodka Wyszkolenia ~
Oficeréw, red.

29, 2, 1940, Bressuire, 38, 31,' 23 mm.
Komendant OSrodka - Wyszkolenia
Oficeréw, blue

1, 5, 1940, P.aui Armee$, 38,,31, 23 mm.
Dowédztwo I-szej Dywizji Piechoty,
red. (Illustration+15)

Illustration 15

28, 4, 1940, Bollene, 43, 32, 21 mm. Do-
wédea Oddz. Pane. Imot, Red. (Illus-
tration 16)

Hlustration 16

27, 5, 1940, Coetguidan, 46, 32, 19 mm.
Komenda Obozu, red (Illustration 17)

Illustration 17
5, 6, 1940, Coetguidan, 46, 29, 20 mm.
Ewidencja Giéwna, blue
12, 4, 1940, Coetguidan, 40, 29, 20 mm.
Oficer Gospodarczy, blue. (Illustra-
tion 18)

Hlustration 18

The straight line hand stamp is the
more numerous one, because all letters
from the military establishments used
these on envelopes. Some used this type
in conjunction with the special eircular
hand stamps, others did not. To deseribe
each one in detail will serve little pur-
pose because each unit used the most
convenient handstamp. The predominent
colors were Red, Blue or Black. I can
describe the following:

Komenda OSrodka Wyszkolenia Ofice-
réw, Sables D’or — Polish 2 lines,
Red

Dowédztwo 2-giej Dywizji Piechoty —
Polish 2 lines, Blue

Dowédztwo Dywizji Strz. Pieszych —
Polish 2 lines Black

Osrodek Oficerski Cerizay, Polish 1 line
Green

Osrodek Wyszkolenia Oficeréw w Thou-
ars, Polish and French, 4 lines, Blue

Stacja Zborna w Bressuire, Polish and
French, 4 lines, Blue
Osrodek Wyszkolenia Oficeréw w St.

Meen, Polish and French, 4 lines, Vio-
let. (Illustration 19.)
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2 DIRSTAUCTION ROFFIISNS.
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Illustration 19

Oérodek Wyszkolenia Oficeréw w Cha-
tenay-le-comte, Polish and French,
Red. (Illustration 20)
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Illustration 20

s

OSrodek Wyszkolenia Oficeréw w Fon-

tenay le comte, Polish and French,

4 lines, Blue. (Illustration 21.)

Ilustration 21
Sad Polowy Nr. 3, Polish and French, 3
lines, Blue.
Sad Polowy Nr.
3 lines, Blue.

5, Polish and French,

Komenda Uzupelniei w Parthenay, Po-
lish and French, 4 lines, Blue. (Illus-
tration 22.)

Iilustration 22

OSrodek Zapasowy w Parthenay, Polish

and French, 4 lines Blue.

Stacja Zborna dla Zoinierzy Polskich,
Camp de Carpiagne, Polish & French
6 lines, Blue. (Illustration 23)

Illustration 23

Oficer Placu, 1 Oficer Graniczny w
Marsylji, Polish and French, 6 lines,
Violet.

Oficer Graniczny Modane-care (Savoie)
Polish and French, 4 lines, Red.

2 Dywizja Artylerii Przeciwlotniczej,
St. Nazaire, Polish and French 2 Mmss
Violet.

1 Dywizja Artylerii Przeciwlotniczej,
Pont Chateau, Polish and French, 2
lines, Violet.

Centrum Wyszkolenia Sanitarnego,
Comboung, Polish and French, 3 lines,
Blue.

Centrum Wyszkolenia Saperéw, Angiers
Polish and French, 3 lines, Violet
Kompania Samodzielna w Niort, Polish

and French, 2 lines, Violet.

Osrodek Wyszkolenia Oficeréw w Niort
Polish and French, 4 lines, Black.
(Illustration 24) :

Rezerwowy OSrodek Wyszkolenia Ofice-
ré6w, w Sables D’or, Polish and French
5 lines, Red. +
French and Polish, 4 lines, Violet.

Odrodek Wyszkolenia Oficeréw w Luzon

Batalion Administracyjny Coetguidan
French and Polish, 4 lines, Violet.

Rezerwowy OSrodek Wyszkolenia Ofice-
réw, Vichy, French and Polish, 4 lines
Red.

Depot Polonais
line, Violet.
Osrodek Wyszkolenia Oficeréow, Val An-

dre, French and Polish, 4 lines, Red.

Parthenay, French, 1

Oérodek Wyszkolenia Zolnierzy,
Loudeac, French, 1 line, Red.

BULLETIN ADS — PRICE LIST
For Polonus Members Only

Full Page — $12.00
Half page — 7.00
Quarter Page  4.00
One Inch Ad 1.50

Send copy and remittance to Editor.
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French military postcards were also used with initials F.M. boxed or “Fran-
chise Militaire” in two straight lines, usually placed on the right hand side in
place of postage
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STAMPS OF THE POLISH POST IN ODESSA

By Thaddeus Gryzewski

One of the interesting yet little
known among World collectors is the
series of stamps issued by the Postal
Agency at the Polish Consulate in
Odessa.

The reason being that beyond a list-
ing in German ecatalogs, (Zumstein ca-
talog), not mentioning Polish eatalogs,
no other catalogs list this issue, in spite
of the fact that they are legitimate,
issued with the consent of the Minis-
try of Posts and Telegraphs of Poland.

During the period of domestic war
(1918-1921), and the intervention of
Iron curtain countries on territory oc-
cupied by counter-revolutionary armies,
Polish Consulates were formed with the
object of taking care of the number of
Poles who had been forced to flee to
the East as a result of World War L.

In agreement with a ruling by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, all these
Consulates had the duty to receivé cor-
respondence addressed to Nationals re-
siding in that Country. There was ner-
haps some charge for.this service, how-
ever, on such mail, that I have exam-
ined I can find no trace of any stamp
for this service. All mail of this kind
was sent by Polish Diplomatic Cour-
riers, who forwarded it to their head-
quarters, which then was forwarded by
post to the addressees.

The Polish First Class Consulate at
Odessa tried to ease their work and at
the same time sanction the existence cf
such postal service.

Relying on the formation of a Postal
Agency at Constantinople, as a pre-
cedent, the Polish Consulate at Odessa
turned to the Ministry of Posts and
Telegraphs with the proposition of for-
ming a similar Postal Agency at Odessa.

The newly appointed Consul Stanley
Srokowski turned to the Ministry of
Posts and Telegraphs, which by its let-
ter of October, 1919, agreed to the
above initiative.

The letter of October 11, 1919 signed
by under-secretary of State Dr. Urnan-
ski, the Ministry of Posts and Tele-
graphs permitted the opening of a Post-
al Agency at Odessa, enclosing simul-
taneously the necessary Postal forms

and requisitions. Also enclosed were
Polish Postage stamps of 1800 marks
face value.

The exact text of the letter of the
Ministry pertaining to the stamps was:
“Pleace take note that the Ministry of
Posts and Melegraphs will furnish a da-
ted canceller as soon as the Consulate
will furnish the wording which you
wish on this dated canceller. The same
with the postage stamps with overprint.
Our suggeston for wording on the date
canceller would be, “POLSKA AGEN-
CJA POCZTOWA ODESA” (“POLISH
POSTAL AGENCY ODESSA”), while
postage stamps should be overprinted
“ODESA” (“ODESSA”).

Before such dated canceller is made,
they should be temporarily cancelled
with the Legation stamp and adjoining
this the date of receipt should be no-
tedh.

All such postal action was taken in
accordance with instructions given for
the Agency in Constantinople, where
the Consulate was directng such opera-
tions, and had the duty to receive from
and send to Poland all mail, such as
letters, cards, printed matter, newspa-
pers, trade papers and also merchandise
trade samples. Correspondence could be
sent as Registered mail. The mail sacks
were taken by Polish Diplomatic Cour-
riers. Postage had to be prepaid accor-
ding to the Polish Foreign Post tariff
which was 20 fen. for a card, a letter
up to 20 grams 50 fen. (and the next
20 grams 30 fen.). Registry fee 50 fen.

Lack of documents does not permit
establishing the exact date of the open-
ing of this Agency. It is known that it
started operations in middle of Novem-
ber, 1919 and was closed down January
31st, 1920, when the Polish Consulate
was liquidated, in conjunction with the
evacuation of the French Army.

According to a recent discovery in
a collection of the original bills from
the printery, it was ascertained that
these stamps were delivered for over-
printing on November 28, 1919 (Gre-
gorian calendar) and the Consulate re-
ceived them the following day. The bill
was filed by the Consulate’s cashier on

Polonus Bulletin, November 1961
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December 2, 1919. The date of issue
therefore, would have to be accepted
as the first days of December.

From the report of the Consulate sent
to the Ministry of Post and Telegraph
we find that, the total value of stamps
sold was 1180.05 marks, and stamps on
hand with the face value 619.95 marks
being sent to the Ministry. The Report
further says: “In accordance with rules
of the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs
dated October 7th and 11th, 1919 under
No. 29136/1563 and instructions to
Postal Agency No. 13512/IV and No.
20588/1582 the Polish Postal Agency
at Odessa had the overprint “ODESA”
applied in a local print shop on the fol-
lowing quantities of postage stamps:

10 fen. 550 copies

20 fen. 600 copies

25 fen. 200 copies

50 fen. 550 copies

1 mk. 700 copies
overprinted in black color, also:

10 fen. 50 copies

50 fen. 50 copies
overprinted in proof red color used on
letters.

“The Polish Postal Agency in Odessa
during its 2% month period of steady
operation sent 599 registered and-135
regular letters, creating much gratitude
among the large colony of Poles who
were able in ;this way to ecorrespond

with the Motherland and contact those
members of the family who

missing

were lose during the war.
— Consul St. Srokowski”
As the Ministry of Posts never sent a
canceller during the entire existence of
the Agency at Odessa, a local eanceller
was made in the form of a rectangle

consisting of three frames with the
word “ODESA” in center. The dimen-

sions of the canceller were 26 x 14 mm,
The ink used was black or violet black.

Censorship took place in the Consu-
late, and examined and passed corres-
pondence was marked with a two line
stamp, “Czytano w Konsulacie Polskim /
w Odesie” (Read in the Polish Consul-
ate/in Odessa), and the other “Komen-
dant Etapu” (see illustration).

In accordance with the regulation of
the Ministry of Posts, the Consulate
had the stamps, which it received, over-
printed in the local print shop. For the
overprint, which was typographed, two
printing forms were used: one for
stamps valued in fenigs and the other
for values of ] mark (see illustration).

. ODESA ODESA

Form I — used to Form IT — used to
overprint stamps overprint the one
of fenigi wvalues mark value

Each form consisted of fifty words
“ODESA”.

In form I, there were five rows hori-
zontally and 10 vertically; in form (I,
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ten rows horizontally and 5 rows verti-
cally. '

Because of these printing forms, each
sheet which consisted of 100 stamps,
had to be put through the press twice,
perhaps in the first operation the upper
half of sheet, and in the second phase
the lower half. The same manipulations
were used to overprint the one mark
stamps which were printed first. the
left half, then the nght half.

With this type of teehnique of prin-
ting the fifth and sixth vertical rows
more often had overprints not on the
same level.

The size of the ovelprmt ‘on form I
was 13 on 23 mm. and the form TI
measured 143 on 3 mm.

The overpzints were made with black
ink with a light sheen. The stamps
overprinted were 10 fen. (Scott 95) on
ordinary paper with yellowish gum, 20
fen. (Scott 99) on horizontally ribbed
paper, 25 fen. (Scott 100) on regular
smooth paper with yellowish gum, 50
fen. (Scott 102) on smooth paper with
yvellowish jgum, and 1 mark (Seett 103)
on smooth paper with white or yellow-
ish gum. In addition to these, as men-
tioned in the Consular Report, stamps
of 10 fen. were overprinted-in red ink
as proofs. In the proof category also
overprinted in black were the 15 hal.
stamps (Scott 124) of which there were
only 6 copies. All stamps mentioned are
perforated 11%.

There are inverted overprints of all
values, which according to the Polisk
Philatelic Press, there exist 3 copies of
the 10 fen., 5 copies of the 20 fen., 5
copies of the 50 fen. and 6 copies of
the 1 mark stamps.

A correction of the Consulate state-
ment is necessary that all the stamps
with the red overprints were used on
letters. It is not the proven truth, as
one oftener finds the unused and rarely
the used, and these were poqq’xblv cour-
tesy cancellatwrm

Tt is also necessary to mention that

one finds imperforated stamps with. the
Odessa ‘ cancellation - without  overprint
for the -5 and 15 fen. (Scott 82 and 84),
and perforated for the 10, 20, 25, 50
fen. and 1 mark (Scott No. 95, 97, 99,
100, 102, 103) also-for 10, 15 and 25 hal.
(Scott Nos. 123, 124 and 126).
Apparently, as with all rare over-

prints on qtlampws, it d1d not get along
without forgery. /

For some forgeries, type not identical
to the original was used, some forge-
ries are very like the original but the
forger not always got the same mater-
ial V\'h‘jéh differs from the original in
color, grade of paper or perforation.

In closing it -is necessary to note
that the “ODESA” overprint belongs
to legitimate issues of the Post which
had the approval of the Ministry of
Posts and Telegraphs. For this reason
they should be found in all ecatalogs of
the world

NEW MEMBER
Raymond Bialobrzeski, 683
1519 W. Thomas Street

Chieago 22, TIL

K-LINE PAGES
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POLAND
NOW COMPLETE
Supplement No. 5, 1960
Now Ready at $1.45

plus 20c postage

50
. 85835
Part 2, 1944-1955 7.00 .50 |
Supplement No. 1, 1956 .. .55 .15
Supplement No. 2, 1957 .. .80« .15

Supplement No. 3, 1958 .. 1.00 . .15
Supplement No.»4;11959.. 1:05 - .15
Airmails, ecompl. to ’56... 1.20. .15

Ajirs Supplmnt No. 1,757.. .40 .15
(Beginning with '{958 {AIR-MAIL pages are
enclosed with regular supplements)

Special Binder 5.00. .50
Dust *Case L350 .50

PUBLISHING, INC.

_Geo. C, Kobylka

1433 8. Cuyler Av,, Berwyn, II1,

Polonus Bulletin, November 1961.

194-9



NEW ISSUES
By J. J. Domar

To celebrate the Fifth World Cong-
ress of Trade Unions which will take
place in Moscow, from the 4th to che
16th of December, 1961, a 60 gr. stamp
will be released on December 4th, 1961.

It was designed by 8. Jasinski, and
engraved by B. Kowalska, recess-prin-
ted on unwatermarked paper, size 42.5
x 25.5 mm. in sheets of 70 stamps. Three
million are to be issued.

On December 4th, 1961, the next set
of the Millenium issues consisting of 3
stamps will appear. It will commemo-
rate the Polish Mining Industry.

The stamps were. designed by Jan
Samuel Miklaszewski, printed in offset
on unwatermarked paper in the follow-
ing denominations:

40 gr. depicts the seal of Peter Bogu-
milowicz (1284), in the center, 9f which
the coats of arms of Kopasyny is shown
— Kopasyny (diggers) were the oldest
family of miners of among the tribe
of Wislanie in the early middle ages.
Amount .issued — one million.

The ‘60 gr. stamp shows the seal of
the town and depicts the medieval
period of mining. Amount issued, one
million.

POLAND
PRISONER OF WAR ISSUES
Woldenberg — Murnau — Grossborn

VICTOR STAMPS

New Issues - Topicals - Pictorials - Accessories

WE BUY AND SELL
839 N. Western Ave., Chicago 22, Il

Give Your OId
Stamp Catalogues,
Albums, Magazines,
and Your Duplicates

to
STAMPS FOR THE
WOUNDED

Send Your Material To:
JOHN BOR
1810 N. Richmond St.
Chicago 47, IlL
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY

SIGMUND BOR, Secretary
5326 S. Laramie Ave. Chicago 38, Ill.
J. P. RUX, Treasurer
6136 W. Addison St. Chicago 34, Iil.
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor
864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago 22, III.
WALTER SZYMLEK
2341 W. Moffat St. Chicago 47, lil.

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE:
I. GUST, THAD. GRYZEWSKI, J. J. DOMAR

v

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-political.
Views expressed by the authors of articles ap-
pearing herein do not necessarily express the
views of the Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $2.50 —

VOV VY VY P P PV vV VvV wowewee
lasassssscsscssasscnsccnanana

w

E
E
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The 2.50 zl. stamp illustrates the mo-
dern methods and depicts the actual em-
blem of the International Scientific and
Technical Conference of Mine Cons-
truction, which took place in Warsaw
in 1958. The amount issued is 300 thou-
sand. Size of each stamp: 27 x 40.5 mm.
in sheets of 8) stamps.

— “Filatelista”
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Gustave W Kukiz, 485
327 Merriman Rd.
Windsor, Conn.

POLAND

Scott’s
43—6 h. Krakéw top half sheet

contains 10 thin Z copies

and broken A....... Net $110.00
50—90 h. used, very fine..Net 75.00
77-78 on cover guaranteed Net 21.00
369 Imperf block of four Net 100.00
Tkaros No. 4k (Scott No. 13

on. Now T )iciw % acsre snes Net 30.00
Woldenberg KZP No. J12 Ma-

donnas sheet s s sty 20.00
Gross-Born KZP No. J97 Olym-
e shieet s N e 20.00

NEW ISSUES always at lowest pri-
ces, mint, used and First Day
Covers.

WANT LISTS welcome on anything
in Poland from rarities to labels.

Advertised items subject unsold.

Twin-Eagle Stamp Co.
BOX 323
GRANITE CITY, ILL.
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