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How to sell your staIDps 

for the best price 

CoNSULT us on your stamp-selling problems- we will be glad 

to give you, without charge, all the helpful , courteous advice we 

can , based on our SO-some years of experience in the business of 

sell ing stamps for others. 

We can tell you whether your specialized collection or single 

rarity would bring more at Private Sale, than at Auction. If so, 

our Private Sales Department could serve you. 

We can tell you not only HOW to sell , but WHEN. We can 

take the whole worry and problem off your shoulders, if you wish 

- do a careful , thorough job of marketing your collection at 

auction , or by private sale, and send you a check in due time. 

We will make an appraisal for you, and th~re will be no 

charge if you allow us to sell your stamps within a year. 

We offer you several advantages and services (our expert 

staff, our countless contacts with buyers all over the world, etc.) 

which are detailed in a new folder that we will be glad to send 

you now. 

Call us, write us , today - and let us help you. 

HARMER~ ROOKE & CO . .,. lne. 
Leading Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36 



DON'T FORGET 



THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement .of rel-ations between Collectors and 

Dealers Our more than 800 Members are 

pledged to serve you well. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
116 Nassau Street New York 38, N. Y. 
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CONSUL KLEP AUCTION 
One of the most beautiful U. S. A. collect1ons wm be offered at auction, 

on MARCH 26 - 27 - 28 - 29 - 30 - 31, by 

WILLY BALASSE 
The big European Auctioneer and philatelic Editor 

4 .'iA rue du ~lidi-Brussels 
Cable Address: .. Balas phila"" 

For any explanati on, ask for our " BALASS E MAGAZINE" No. l 04, wi th colo red plates, 
com ing out of press on February 2 5 th .- lt wi ll al low you to receive the catalogues of the 
FAMOUS CONSUL KLEP AUCTION. 
Art Review + catalogues wi th ful l co lor plates are availab le at $1 (Banknote or check ) . 

Annual Subscription to the Review 1956 + Auction catalogues: $2. 
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The 

NEW AMERICAN 

STAMP 

CATALOG 

1956 EDITION 

$3.00 

In t h is just -off-the-press ed ition you' l l f ind addi ti ona l f un 
and knowledge in the excit ing new sect ions on : 

* CANAL ZONE ; GUAM ; HAWAII; RYUKYU 
ISLANDS ; UNITED NATIONS. 

* U. S. administration of : CUBA ; PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS ; PUERTO RICO. 

* POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS ; POSTAL CARDS ; 
OFFICIAL CARRIERS. 

PLUS all the wonderful material on United States stamps of all classes which made 
the 1954-55 edition a best-seller. 

This book will open up new collecting vistas for you - it's one no serious collector 
can affo rd to m 'ss. 

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN - Beyond Delivery Area Add 35c for Shipping Charges. 

- Available at Th e Collectors' Stamp and Coin D epartm ents -

GIMBELS 
Ninth at Market Sts. 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

GIMBELS GIMBELS GIMBELS 
W estchestcr 

Yonkers, N . Y. 
W. Wiscon sin Ave. 
Milwaukee 3. Wisc. 

33rd at Broadway 
New York 1, N. Y. 

MARSHALL FIELD & CO. 
Chicago 90, Illinois 

RICH'S 
Atlan ta 2, Ga. 

WOODWARD & LOTHROP 
Washin gton, D. C. 

KAUFMANN'S 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

J OSKE BROS. CO. 
San Antonio, Texas 

JORDAN MARSH COMPANY 
Boston, Massachusetts 

THE J. L. HUDSON CO. 
Detroit. Michigan 

HALLE BROS. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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PHILATELIST 
•••••••••••• 

••••••• 
HENRY M . COODKIND, Editor 

Ed itorial Committee 

WINTHROP S. BOCCS 
HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK 
EDWIN MUELLER 
STEPHEN C. RICH 

The Co llectors Club Philatelist is published six times a year by The Collectors Club, Inc ., 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. Entered as second-class matter July 5, 1927 , 
at the Post Office at Federalsburg, Maryland, under the Act of March 3 , 1879. 

This Anniversary Number 
This number is dedicated to three occa­

sions of great significance to phil ately in th e 
U nited States. It celebrates th e sixtieth anni­
versary of the Collectors Club, th e t h ir ty ­

fif th birth day of THE COLLECTORS CL UB PHI­

LATELIST, and the fi ft h intern ational philatelic 
exhibition held in the country, the first having 
t aken pl ace in 1913. 

T he reade r w ill see fo r himself w hat has 
been accomplished w ith this number. Its size 
marks it as one of th e biggest of THE COL­

LECTORS CLUB FH ILATELIST ever issued. Its 
contents show the two m ain matters upon 
which th e edi tors concentra ted. The ar ticles 
a re dive rsified so as to generally rep resent 
specialties fro m every part of the world. The 
authors are all intern ationally well-known 
philateli sts. 

Examining the contents fu rther , one w ill 
·fi nd three a rt icles on U nited States-two on 
th e 19th century and one about th e most 
famous 20th century stamp; three on E urope 
- 19th century A ustr ia and France, and a 
20th century rari ty from Belgium ; one each 
on L at in A mer ica, A frica and Asia ; plus two 
general ar ticles on stamp collecting and 
collectors. 

As for the authors, all five members of 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST Edi tor ial 
Boa rd have cont r ibuted ph il atelic studies. The 
fo reign au thors represent two from th e Brit­
ish Commonwealth and one each fr om South 
America, Belgium and Norway. 

Fig. 1. The Collectors Club, 22 East 35th 
Street, New York City . 
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TH E CO L LECTO RS C L U B 
Fig. 2 . The Ma in Library and Reading Room. 

Our new cove r is th e cre ation of M 1· . L ouis 
St ich, w ho devoted many hou rs of thought, 
a rtistic abil ity and work to produce a cover 
suitable fo r th is journ al. 

And fin ally it does not seem out-o f- place 
to mention th a t all th e wo rk has been done in 
the tru e sp ir it of st amp love rs. Eve ry bit 
rep resents volunta ry effo rts w ith th e added 
sacrifice of an individual 's expenditure of 
fund s fo r th e necessary resea rch, illust ra tive 
wo rk and prepar ation of th e manuscripts. 
When one regard s th is admirable, conscien­
tious spirit , th at made this special n umber 
possible, along w ith th e wo rk of many volun­
tee rs st aging the 5th Intern at ional Ph ilatel ic 
E xhibition (FIPEX ) , one sees t angible evi­
dence of th e reason w hy phila tely holds th e 
pa ramount position it does in th e l a rge fi eld 
of hobbies. 

The Collectors Club 

As members of the Coll ectors C lub are to 
be fo und in eve ry sta te of th e U nion and m 
almost every country of the wo rld , and as 

many of th em have never had th e good fo r­
tune to vis it the C lub, it may be useful­
and we hope interesting-to reco rd some fac ts 
about the Club and its home, along w ith some 
pictures of our cl ubh ouse. 

A t 22 Ea:.t 35 th Street, in mid- town ew 
York, is an attrac tive five story building 
(Fig. 1) which contains several unique ma­
teri al faci lit ies, and some very important in­
tangible fea tures . A mong the firs t is the 
ou tstanding phila telic lib ra ry in Ame r ica, con­
ta in ing some 10,000 volumes of inestim able 
value to th e stu dent and prac titioner of phi­
lately. In th e libr ary, (Fig. 2) which occu­
pies more th an half th e second fl oo r of the 
building, a re the current issues of some 
seventy-five phil a tel ic periodicals, w ith com­
plete fi les of boun d volumes of many of t hem. 
An unusual fea tu re of our l ibrary is the fac t 
th a t prope rly int rod uced members of the 
public may enj oy the faci lit ies it offers . 

On th e third floo r rea r is the J oseph S. 
Rich Memori al R oom whe re comple te files of 
the majo r general and specialized stamp cata­
logues of the wo rld are kep t up- to-date. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATEL IST , VOL . XXXV, NO. II 



TH E CO LLECT ORS CLUB 
Fig. 3 . The Joseph S. Rich Memorial Room . 

These fi ll th e bookcases on one entire wall. 
On oth er shelves in thi s room are U. S. 
P ostal Guides, almanacs and other publica­
tions of interest to pos tal historians. There 
is also a valuable collection of stamp dealers' 
auction catalogues, many bound wi th prices. 
Also it is here th at th e edi tor of this m aga­
zine has his offices. (F ig. 3) 

The th ird floor front has the Governor's 
R oom with a la rge t able, desk and many 
chairs for execu tive meetings of th e C lub, or 
where a smaller Study Group may gather. 
Covering almost every inch of the wall space 
a re photographs of most of the Collectors 
Club's office rs and governors, who have 
served us ove r this 60-year span. These 
photographs, espec ially th e olde r ones, have 
proved a great att ract ion to visiting members 
and guests because they can see for the firs t 
time th e true likeness of famous philatelists 
of the past known to most of them by name 
only. 

The second fl oor front has a spacious 
lounge for th e member 's purposes, w hich 
temporarily is occup ied by th e Association for 
Stamp Exhibitions, In c. in connection w ith 
th e st agi ng of F IPEX. 

On th e ground floor is the exhibition h all 
where tw ice a month the Club holds regular 
meetings, w ith authoritative t alks, illu strated 
by many frames of st amps and cove rs, on a 
variety of subjects. (Fig. 4) Our member­
ship is fo rtun ate in having authorities on a 
wide r ange of philatelic interests, so that 
th ese meetings and exhibitions provide a 
uniqu e source of valuable information to the 
members present. The hospitality of the 
C lub is also ex tended to numerous special 
philatelic groups fo r th eir meetings; m any use 
the exhibition hall for th eir specialty displays. 

The fourth fl oor rear is leased by the 
PHILATELIC FOUNDATION, an orga­
nization sepa rate from th e Collectors Club, 
fo r its office and headquar ters . The LUFF 
MEMORIAL room is in th e front , devoted 
to phila telic resea rch. (Fig. 5) It is dedi­
ca ted to the memory of J ohn N . Luff, one of 
America's distinguished philatelists and most 
of the room's furnishings are from Mr. Luff's 
personal effects. The top fl oor is for the 
residence of th e Club 's permanent staff, The 
Executive Secretary and L ibrarian. 

The Collectors Club performs many serv­
ices for philately. T o mention but a few, it 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH I LATELIST , VOL. XXXV, NO. II 57 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
Fig. 4. The Exhibition Hall. 

annually bestows two of th e most important 
American medals for phila telic achievement. 
The Alfred F. Lichtens tein Memo1·ial Award 
for devoted serv ice to philately has since its 
inaugural in 1952 already become to be 
ranked as one of the wo rld 's lead ing phil a­
telic honors. (Fig. 6) The pas t winners of 
this Award are : 

1952-Theodore E. Steinway, 
New York City 

1953-Dr. Clarence W. Hennan 
Chicago, Ill. 

1954-Dr. Carroll Chase 
Milford, N . H . 

1955-August Dietz, Sr. 
Richmond , Va. 

1956--Sir John Wilson 
L ondon, England 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST Medal 
(Fig. 7) is awarded to th e author of the best 
a rticle published each yea r in this m agazine. 
In addition, Certifica tes of Merit are given 
to th e auth ors of three other articles th at the 
Awards Committee ranks next to th e one 
outstanding. Th e authors and subj ects se­
lected since thi s medal was sta rted are : 

1948-Costa Rica, The Firs t Issue by 
R . J. Mechin , and Alex A. Cohen 

1949-Chin a, R. A. Villard and The 
Stamps of C hin a by L. F. Living­
ston 

195c-Venezuela, The First Escuelas 
Stamps by C. W. Wickersham 

1951-Colombia, The First Issues by 
Frede rico G. Larsen 

1952-China, The First I ssue by Dr. 
Robert C. H . L ee 

1952-(Special Award) Cumulative In­
dex, COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL­

ISt by R oland King-Farlow 

1953-French Morocco, The 19.1-3 Tour 
H assan I ssues by Charles N eidorf 

1954-Travancore-Cochin, Its Stamps 
and Postal History by F r ank M. 
Cowen and J. Devasya 

Th e Club does more than offer its hospi­
tality to individuals and organiz ations. It 
send s collections of phil atelic material to ex­
hibitions all over the world-exhib itions th a t 
a re usually presented in Cou rts of Honor. 
Seldom do its members fa il to support phila­
telic exhibitions in this and oth er countries. 
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THE COLLECTORS CLUB 

THE
Fig. 5. The John N. Luff Memorial Room 

Fig. 6. The Alfred F. Lichtens tei n Memorial Award. 
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TH E c. c. P . FI PE X 
Fig. 7 . The Collectors Club Philatelist Medal. 

A s the recognized leader in American phi­
lately, th e Coll ectors C lub and its member s 
always try to meet th eir responsibilities and 
opportunities to for wa rd the bes t interests of 
the hobby to th e utmost of their ability. 

The C. C. P. 
A " magazine of r ecord " performs a unique 

se rv ice. It is ded icated to preserving knowl­
edge, w hich of ten is done w ith a sacr ifice to 
popul arity. The fi nes t m inds in any field r e­
quires a medium fo r the prese rvation of th eir 
kn owledge. Often this m ay be on an obscure 
and perh aps relatively less popula r subj ect. 
Our circul ation, therefore, is relatively lim­
ited; but, unlike the more popula r stamp pa­
per s, our publ ication is retained much more 
w id ely for future r efer ence and use. This is 
an essenti al service, apprecia ted perh aps 
mostly by th e in fo rmed st amp collector. Y et 
this ser vice, we believe, is n eeded . And so 
the Collector s Club h as continued to supply 
it . 

L ooking back ove r th e 35 volumes so fa r 
prod uced, one may t ake g r eat sa tisfaction in 
th e w id e r ange of countries, periods and sub­
jects covered. One should look not to w hat 
h as been publi shed, but r ather attempt to note 
what has been omitted. We would venture 

th e opinion that m the long histo ry of the 
COLLECTORS C LUB P HILATELIST ve ry few 
specialties h ave not appe a red in this magazine. 

Over the century or more of st amp col­
lecting, there h ave been at leas t five hun­
dred st amp paper s in the English l anguage 
alone. The list in other tongues certainly at 
leas t doubles this number. Y et, o f th em all, 
the number th at have continued for more 
th an a fe w yea r s on a regul a r schedule is 
r eally very sm all. I ndeed, less than seven now 
extant can record co ntinuous regular appear­
ance for a quarter-century . Only tw o th at 
w e know of, in our own country, outdo THE 

COLLECTORS CLU B PH I LATELIST in senio rity. 
Thirty-five yea rs of continuous publication 

of this m agaz ine w ill h ave been completed 
w hen 1956 end s. The first twenty-nine an­
nu al volumes w ere composed of fo ur qu ar­
terly number s each ; from 1950 on w e have 
had six numbers each year. 

W e hope th a t thi s issue of th e COLLECTORS 

CLU B PHILATELIST adequ ately honor s the 
three annive rsa ries now being celebrated. 
And we trust th at it w ill bring our members 
all ove r the wo rld into close r contac t w ith 
th ei r Club. W e sho uld l ike to h ave the 
"C. C . P. " judged by this special ed ition, t o 
w hich fam ous phil atelists in va rious countries 
of th e wo rld h ave genero usly contributed . 

F. I. P. E. X. 
F ipex, th e abbrevi ated name of th e F ifth 

Intern ational Phil atelic E xhibition held in the 
U nited St ates, is a phil atelic ac tivity w hich is 
limited in time. It endures as a memory 
only, once the doo rs have closed, the exhibits 
a re demounted, th e st amps and th e awa rds 
h ave gone to thei r owners. Such an exhibi­
tion, of short duration, though the r esult of 
some yea rs devo ted to pl anning and work, is 
neve rth eless of las t ing effect. Experience h as 
shown th at phil ately t akes an upturn as a 
consequence of each such occasion. 

Phil ately is, o f course, g iven g reat favor­
able publicity. An increase in th e number 
of collector s is an almost sure r esult. The 
fi nest of m ateri al shown, and th e mann er in 
w hich it is displayed , h as definitely s ta rted 
m any a collector into a new development, 
add ing to his pleasure and knowledge, at 
prev ious simil ar occasions. So w ill it su rely 
be w hen F ipex is history. 

( Continued on P age 152) 
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UNITED STA TES 

Robert H . Morris' Letter Book of 1847-1848 

By WINTHROP S. BOGGS 

Among the m any important, r a re books 
relating to phil a tely and postal history in The 
Collectors Club Library, and perh aps the 
most interes ting from th e point of view of 
the phil atelic postal his tori an is a letter book 
of R obert H. Jiil orris, P os tm as ter of New 
Y ork C ity from 18+5 to 1849. This book 
contains copies of all th e letters he w rote 
fro m J une 18+7 to Februa ry 1848 in the con­
duct of hi s office. The period covered by 
th ese let te rs is one fr aught with grea t sig­
nificance to all stu dents of U nited States 
postal aff a irs because it was during this 
period tha t th e first general iss ue of ad hesive 
stamps had been placed in use. M any of the 
lette rs refer to th e new "s tamps", as well as 
to oth er pe rtin ent matters such as r ates, 
ro utes, and th e handling of th e mails. 

This letter book was fo und in th e es tate 
of th e late P ercy M . D oane, one of Ameri­
ca's mos t beloved and reputable st amp deal­
ers. It was th rough th e courtesy of Mr. 
Hugh C. Bar r and M r. Go rdon N . Usticke 
th a t it was acqu ired by the Collecto rs C lub 
in 1950 for a ra ther modes t price, thus plac­
ing it w here it wi ll be permanently avai lable 
to interested phila tel ists. T hi s book co uld 
have been sold to an individual for a far 
greater sum. Bu t instead a great serv ice 
was done by seeing th at it was placed in 
America's fore most philatelic lib ra ry. 

Th is book is a board boun d volume, 8.Yz " 
x 11 Yz". The leaves are of th in ti ss ue pa­
per, typical of the copying books used so 
extensively before the typewriter came into 
general use. There are altoge th er 979 let­
ters in this volume, r anging fro m a few 
l ines to several pages in length. 

H av ing acquired this valuable piece of 
Ame ricana, the Publications Committee of 

th e Collectors Club determined that its con­
tents should be made more readily avail able, 
and consequently embarked on the project 
of editing and publi shing th ese letters in book 
fo rm. The fir st tep was to read carefully 
all th e 979 letters with th e view of selecting 
th ose of the greates t significance historically 
and phil atelically. This was a tediou s and 
difficult t ask, as th ey were w ritten by several 
people (M r. M orris employ ing two or three 
persons as secretaries to w rite for him) , and 
abound in obsolete phrases and spellings. 
F urther, many letters had become so fad ed 
th at it w as necessa ry to read them under 
th e ultra-v iolet light, w hile o thers w ere so 
defec tive th at the best methods of textu al 
criticism we re applied in dete rmin ing their 
contents. 

H oweve r, eventu ally th is portion of the 
,,·o rk w as done. From th ese 979 l etters, 279 
" ·ere selected as important enough to war­
rant publicat ion . These selected letters 
were th en turned over to a professional t ran­
sc r iber, w ho typed th em on s tand ard lette r 
size sheets. This work alone took ove r t wo 
years time. 

These typed t r ansc r ipt ions we re th en 
compared w ith the letters to be sure th a t 
th ey were co rrect. T he nex t step was t o 
ed it th em-or r ath er to add a commenta ry 
giving such da ta as was necessary to provide 
the proper background and thus enlighten t he 
present day student. 

Furth er, sui table illustrations to enh ance 
the interest and value of the proposed book 
have been selected so that the final res ult, 
we are confident, will be a book of great 
impo r tance in the l iterature of A mer ican 
philately. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL IST, \ ' OL. XXXV, NO. I I 



PosTM A S TE R ROBER T H. MoRRrs L E TT E R B o oK 18 4 7 -8 
At the end of this article, w e are publish­
ing a few selected Morris letters as samples 
of the type of information generally con­
tained. From th ese brief extracts it can be 
readily seen th at a fl ood of light is throw n 
upon th e aff airs of th e United States P ost 
Office at this important juncture m its 
history. 

about this new publication will be announced. 
W e consider th at it w ill be one of the most 
important philatelic publications relat ing to 
philately of th e U nited States, and th at it 
w ill r ank among th e ve ry top in the fi ne series 
of handbooks published by this Club. 

H ere are th e few sample letters hereto­
fore mentioned ; toge ther w ith our commen­
tary u pon th eir ph ila telic significance. In th e nea r futur e, th e complete details 

* 
From th ese few examples we are confident th a t our previous st atement, that th e 

coming book will be one of the most important phila telic publ ications relating to th e 
phil ately of th e U nited States, is not an exaggera tion. 

* " Post Off ice 
City of New York 

June 29 th 1847 . 
" L. D. Brown Esqr 

P. M. Lee, Berkshire Co. 
Mass. 

Dear Sir 

Yours of the l l th in re lation to prepaid stamps was dul y received by me and shoul d 
have been answe red ere th is had I known what to write. 

Today an age nt from the Pos t Off ice Department a rr ived in t his city in re la t ion to the 
stamps-

To obtai n s tamps you must w rite to th e Pos t Mast e r Gene ra l fo r the amount you desi re 
and he will enclose them to you. No stamps w ill be fo und before the l st of Jul y. 

Truly yours , 

(Si gned ) Robt. H. Morr is-P. M." 

The catalogues t ell us th a t th e 1847 stamps were issued J uly rs t of that ye ar. T he 
earlies t use known is a 5c on an enti re let ter da ted New Y ork, July 9, 18+7, now in th e 
coll ection of M r. C . C . H ar t of K ansas C ity, l\!Io. T he letter qu oted herewith , how­
eve r, m akes it pr act ically certain th at July rs t is th e da te of issue. 

" July 7 th 1847. 
" P. M . 

Canandaigua 

Dear Sir : 

Yours of the 5th is rec ' d. The prepaid stamps now used are issued and so ld by the 
Department. The post bill s with the co lumn " Pa id by Stamps" are fu rnished by the depa rt ­
ment, and I am d irected to make the entry as has been in my post bi ll of the 3 rd of July. 
The stamps are the evidence that the le tter is paid , and no s tamp " pa id" is necessary. It 
wou ld be wron g to place upon the letter the ordi nary s ta mp " pa id-" fo r thi s reason such 
le tters woul d then in the accounts be confused wi th the le tte rs I had rec'd money upon & 
wou ld be li kely to ge t ente red in that column , by w h ich I woul d be charged fo r Pos tage I had 
neve r rece ived . 

Truly yours 

(signed) Robt. H. Morr is-P. M." 

H ere is anothe r letter w hich shows tha t stamps were in use J uly 3rd, because Mr. 
Morris explains a post bill of th at date which had some letters noted as " P aid by stamps". 
62 T HE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT ELIST, VOL . XXXV, NO. II 



PosTMASTER ROBERT H. MORRIS LETTER BooK r8-t7-8 
To the Postmaster 
Ithaca, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

Post Office 
City of New York 
July 19th 1847 

I have a letter to-day from Johnson & Schuyler of your place stating that you exacted 
payment of postage upon a letter to them which had a government postage stamp upon it . If 
this was the case then you have acted under a misapprehension . 

By the 11th Section of the act of Congress entitled " to establish certain post routes and 
for other purposes" approved March 3d 1847 it is enacted "That to facilitate the transportation 
of letters in the mail the Postmaster General be authorised to prepare postage stamps, WHICH 
WHEN ATTACHED TO ANY LETTER OR PACKET SHALL BE EVIDENCE OF THE PAY­
MENT OF POSTAGE CHARGEABLE ON SUCH LETTERS ETC. " In accordance with this law 
the Postmaster General has caused Stamps to be prepared which in his new Rules Chapter 68 
Section 497 he speaks of as follows. "Postage Stamps, one printed in black, representing the 
head of Washington of the Denomination of Ten cents, and the other printed in brown, 
representing the head of Franklin, of the Denomination of five cents, will be transmitted to 
any Postmaster at important points, upon their application in writing addressed to the third 
assistant Postmaster General. " 

The Pos t Office Stamp alluded to by Messrs Johnson & Schuyler must have been one of 
these stamps and of itself was evidence that the postage wa s paid . The red marks across it 
were made by a stamp the larger offices have to deface the postage stamps so that they 
cannot be taken off and used a second time . If any of them should come to your office 
without being defaced, then you must deface them with a pen- thus X. 

Respectfully Yours 
• Robt H. Morris 

PM 

NB Please return the postage to Messrs Johnson & Schuyler. 

The new method of paying postage by adhesive stamps was not und ers tood by many 
postmasters. In this letter Mr. l\IIorris explains to the postmaster of Ithaca, N. Y. 
(J. M. McCormack) both the purpose and the method to deface the recently introduced 
"postage stamps". 

Postmaster 
Philadelphia 
Pa . 

Dear Sir : 

Post Office 
City of New York 
July 21, 1847 

Yours of yesterday is received . The French Steamer UNION will leave this port on the 
24th Jul y; her ma il closes at this office at 3 o'clock PM of the day of sailing . 

The postage chargeable on matter to be forwarded by the Union, is the prepayment of 
ONE CENT, in addition to the regular inland U. S. Pos tage, on each letter, package or parcel. 

As the Southern Mail seldom reaches this office before 3 V2 o'clock PM you had better 
send all matter in tended to go by this steamer in the mail which leaves your office on the 
afternoon of the 23rd . 

Yours truly 

M. Monson Jr. 
Asst PM 

Many of the letters refer to various rates. In this one the P ostmaster of Phila­
delphia , (George H. L ehm an) is given information about a French steamer. The " pre­
payment of one cen t in add iti on to th e regular inland U. S. Postage", would, of course. 
be made in cash. 
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Pos TMASTER ROB ERT H . MORRIS L E TT E R B ooK I847-8 
A. G. Penn Esq 
PM New Orleans 

My Dear Sir : 

Post office 
City of New York 
August 10th 1 847 

The enclosed part of envelope to the Editor of the Delta New Orleans, with two five cent 
post office prepaid stamps upon it was handed into my office by the correspondent in this 
city of the Delta with the statement that you deeming these stamps counterfeit had exac'ted 
from the Delta payment of the postage upon the letter. 

The stamps are genuine- the marks upon them were made by the Stamp which we use 
to kill these stamps. 

Will you please refund the ten cents to the Editor of the De lta. 

Very Truly Yours 

Robt H. Morris 
PM 

This letter shows that the P ostm as ter of so large an office as New Orleans, (Alex­
ander G. Penn) did not und erstand what the cancell ation was. In add ition we h ave the 
origin of the term " killer" for a defacing device. A s a matter of fac t on July 29, 1947 
there was despa tched from W ashin gton, D. C., 9000 five cent and 6000 ten cent s tamps 
to New Orleans. 

). H. H. Park Esq 
!Postmaste r 
:Binghampton N. Y. 

!Dear Sir : 

Post Office 
City of New York 
August 17 . 1847 

Your orde r, enclosi ng Twenty Dollars, for stamps is received . 
Herein I forward to you Fifteen Dollars worth of 5 cent sta mps and Five Dollars worth 

-of 1 0 cent stamps. 
Respy Yours 

Robt H. Morri s PM 
per H. Reed Cor. Clk. 

Students of ea rly United States stamps sometimes have been puzzled by the use of 
sta mps from an office prior to any official record of said office receiving a supply. In this 
letter we h ave one explan a ti on of this occurrence. · o doubt the P ostm aster of Bing­
hampton wanted to try th e new method of prepayment before ordering directly from 
W ashington. The r esult must have been satisfactory for in December I847, Binghamp­
ton was sent 1,900 five ce nt and 100 ten cent stamps by the P ost Office D epartment. 

lames M. Buchanan Esq 
·Postmaster 
:Baltimore, Md. 

1Dear Sir: 

Post Office 
City of New York 
August 17. 1 847 

Yours of yesterday is received . The postage on letters from your office, to go by the 
French Steamer from this port, is the regular U. S. Inland postage. 
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p 0 s T M A s T E R R 0 B E R T H . \ti 0 R R I s L E T T E R B 0 0 K I 8 4 7 - 8 
Letters by the " Sarah Sand" MUST pay 25 cents for every half ounce, in addition to the 
U. S. Inland postage . 

Letters by the " Packets" SHOULD pay 12 Vz cents for every half ounce , in addition 
the U. S. inland postage. 

When letters arrive at this office with the Packet postage ( 12 lf2 cents) unpaid we get 
them forwa rded by transient vessels, who carry them without demanding freight . 

Respy Yours 

Robt H. Morris PM 
per H. Reed Cor. Clk . 

Here is another letter discussing foreign rates . The regular vessels charged 120c or 
25c per half ounce as " freight" , while transien t vessels (tramps) were willing to take 
letters without charge. 

To The PostMaster 
at Montreal 

Dear Sir : 

Pos t Office 
City of New York 
August 28th 1847 

The enclosed letter envelope addressed to "M r. Web Woodcock Care of Marshas & 
Shepherd, Montreal Canada" with two Five cent prepaid government stamps upon them has 
been returned to me with the statement that you required 10 cents to be paid to you upon 
it, for the United States Postage. If this is so then I presume you have not been aware that 
those stamps are those of the government, for which the government has rec'd the money & 
that they are the evidence that the United States Postage is paid. The Government has a 
stamp-The head of Washington on black, of the denomina ti on of Ten Cents . Will you 
please answer this and inform me if this statement is cor rec t that the postage may be 
refunded by me. 

Truly yours 

Robt H. Morris 
PM 

The postal arrangements between the United States and Canada have engaged the 
a ttention of a number of postal history students. The Postmaster of Montreal (James 
Porteous) also was the U nited States mail agen t for correspondence to and from the 
United States and Canada. 

The use of stamps from offices, which never received any from the Department, 
has generally been ascribed to a " traveller". However, the two following letters throw 
light on this situation. 

Postmaster 
Poughkeepsie 

Dear Sir: 

Post Off ice 
City of New York 
Sept 11. 1847 

Yours of yesterday enclosing $10 for that amount of l 0 ct stamps is rec'd. 
Herein I send you l 00 ten cent stamps. 

Resptfy Yours 

Robt H. Morris 
PM 
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POSTMASTER ROB ERT H. MORRIS L ETTE R BOOK 1847-8 
Post Office 
City of New York 
February 4. 1848 

j . M. King Esq 
Morristown 
N. J. 
Sir : 

Yours of the 3thd inst enclosing one Dollar for that amount of U. S. postage stamps. 
I enclose you twenty, FIVE cent postage stamps. 

Respy Yours 

Robt H. Morris 
PM 

In the first, th e P os tm aster of P oughkeepsie, N. Y., Mr. Egbert B. Kelley, had a 
hundred IO cent stamps sent up to him. These were either for sale at the post office, 
w hich is unlikely as he probably would have also ordered some 5 cent stamps, or at the 
requ es t of a patron w ho had extensive correspondence with someone more than 300 miles 
away. The latter seems more likely. 

Poughkeepsie, N . Y. never received any 1847 stamps directly from the Department. 

In the second of th ese letters we have an enterprising citizen who wanted some 
stamps, and accordingly bought twenty 5-cent ones. Morristown, . J. like Poughkeep-
sie, . Y., never received any 18+7 stamps directly from the Department. 

Postmaster 
Trumansburg 
Tompkins Co. N. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

Post Office 
City of New York 
Oct 12. 1847 

Yours of the 7th inst is rec'd enclosing to me a letter addressed to " P. S. Vandeveer" of 
your place by his son "Cornelius Vandeveer" of this city also asking me to inform you 
whether the postage on the letter was prepaid. I sent for Mr. Corne lius Vandeveer. He ca lled 
upon me and stated that he deposited the letter in the box of a private dispatch post in this 
city, which has no connection with the Government office, and paid the postage, 5 cts, to a 
boy who cal Is at the box to take the letter to the Post Office . This boy has either forgotten 
to pay the postage on the letter or has designedly withheld the money, as the postage has 
not been paid at this office. As appears from the want of the Stamp PAID on the letter. 
When letters at this office reach yours marked " via Owego" and rated l 0 CENTS you should 
deliver the letter for 5 CENTS, making an overcharge of the balance. My clerks do some­
times in the great hurry of business send letters by the quickest route which are directed by 
the way of. Owego. Mr. Vandeveer promised me he would write to his father explaining the 
circumstances and appeared to regret that the Department was blamed for what appeared to 
him to be his own fault . 

I enclose to you Mr. V's letter which you will please deliver for 5 cts and make an 
overcharge as above suggested. 

Trusting that this letter will make things satisfactory with the elder Mr. Vandeveer. 

am yours 

Resp'y 

Robt H. Morris 
PM 

Trumanburg is 317 miles from New York City, near Ith aca, . Y. and Cornell 
University. The P. M. was Lyman Strobridge. It would be interesting to know to which 
of the local posts Mr. Vandeveer was referring. There were quite a number operating 
m ew York City at that time, but Boyd's was by far the largest and most active. 
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UNITED STATES 

The Grill and Other Patents of Charles F. Steel relating to 
Postage Stamp Production , 1867- 1875 

By H. D. S. HAVERBECK 

Introduct ion 

As philately progresses through the years, 
the further we become removed from the 
fact affording us knowledge of the earlier 
methods of stamp production. Our current 
knowledge will remain static, depending en­
tirely upon the writings of the earlier philat­
elists. In turn, their knowledge not always 
had been acquired directly from the official 
records or other documentation. Much of it 
was empirical. Many things now accepted 
as fac t about early stamps were arrived at 
by the method of deductive reasoning from 
the evidence presented by the study of the 
stamps themselves. Consequently, when new 
evidence turns up, contradictions appear of 
the statements that have long been accepted 
as factual. 

R ecently Mr. John J. Britt, a former 
president of this Club, had the opportu nity 
of acquiri ng some old documents concerning 
the period of years from 1867 to 1875. Among 
these were both a letter fi le and patent pa­
pers relating to the production of United 
States stamps du rin g these yea rs. He 
brought the papers to the attention of some, 
who we re currently engaged in th e study of 
the stamps issued during this time. These 
papers are most important, because they pro­
vide documentary evidence from th e yea1·s 
w iz en grills were applied to our postage 
stamps. Since J ohn N. Luff * h ad published 
his monumental wo rk on United States 
stamps, no furth er factual evidence seems to 

*"Postage Stamps of the United States'', by John N. 
Luff, Scott Stamp & Coin Co., New York, 1897. 

have been recorded about these particular 
st amp s. 

These patent papers and letters are deemed 
so important that their contents must become 
a part of the philatelic record. Therefore, 
th e Publications Committee of the Collectors 
C lub called upon th e w riter to study and pre­
pare th ese documents for this publication. 

My policy in this work is to act as a re­
corder first, and, secondly, as an interpreter. 
If disclosure of th ese records refutes, amend s 
or substa nti ates past beliefs, which have been 
accepted as fac t , this was of lesse r concern. 
The essential task is reco1·ding the evidence. 

In the course of this work, some papers 
" ·ere found that referred to the contract for 
printing stamps by the Con tinental B ank 
Note Co. after th e one wi th the National 
Bank Note Co. had expired. Therein are 
fou nd clues that shed light upon th e matte.r 
of the identifying marks, which U nited States 
philatelists call "The S ecret Marks" . There­
fore , at the end of this work we have added 
those portions of th e documents relating to 
"The Secret l\1arks" . 

Security aga inst Re-use 

When printing obligations like securities, 
cu rrency or st amps, gove rnments always w ish 
to guard against the possibility of co unter­
feiting and misuse. Government obligations, 
especially postage stamps, offer a further 
problem, that of re-use. Shortly after post­
age stamps were introduced in the United 
States, our Government decided to take steps 
to guard against the loss of postal revenue 
through the removal of cancellations and 
their consequent re-use. 
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U.S.--CHARLES F. STEEL'S GRILL AND OTHER PATENTS 
During the thirteen years between 1864 
and 1877 there seems to have been a whole­
sale craze for this form of fraud upon the 
governmen t 's revenues in the United States. 
This is most clearly presented in a letter 
dated December 13, 1865 from A. N. Zevely, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General, to 
Charles F. Steel, No. l Wall St., New York, 
N. Y. This letter reads: 

"Dear Sir: Yours of I I inst. is received. 
This Department wants a postage stamp 
from which it will be impossible to .remove 
canceling marks without destroying it. If 
you establish your claim to such an inven­
tion , it might be introduced thro' the Na­
tional Bank Note Co. As to compensation 
the Postmaster General would consult Con­
gress. Or he might negotiate subject to the 
approval of Congress. It will be necessary 
to continue the manufacture in present 
hands, and your better plan might be to ar­
range with the contractors. If then your 
stamps and price suited the Postmaster Gen­
eral he might ask the necessary legislation". 
(Refer to Fig. 2). 

Let us digress here to examine what man­
ner of man this Charles F. Steel was, to 
whom this letter was addressed. This will 
be done only from the point of view of the 
student of philately. It is known that Mr. 
Steel was "a postage stamp man". He did 
not graduate into postage stamp production 
from other work. He was a producer of 
postage stamps from first to last. From the 
study of the documents available, it is clear 
that he was, what would today be called, a 
sub-contractor. He took the finished prints 
from the engravers and printers, converting 
them into postage stamps by gumming and 
perforating. There is a resume of his busi­
ness career extracted from his letter to the 
Hon. John Wanamaker, dated in Philadel­
phia, July 22, 1889: 

"I entered into the employ of Messrs. Top­
pan, Carpenter and Co. of Philadelphia, in 
the manufacture of U. S. Postage Stamps in 
1855. In 1861 that firm was underbid for 
this contract by the National Bank Note Co. 
of New York, and I went to New York 
and fitted up their establishment to do the 
work, and was their Superintendent for 
twelve years, until 1873. In 1873 the Conti­
nental Bank Note Co. underbid the National 
Bank Note Co. for the contract, and I fitted 

up their establishment and was their Super­
intendent and sub-contractor for four years. 
I 7 years I was Superintendent and I was 
connected with it 21 years. 

"In 1877 I organized the Franklin Eng. 
and Printing Co. of N. Y. (now the Frank­
lin Bank Note Co.) and was its president 
three years until 1880 ... . " 

The period which interests us the most is 
that of Steel's connection with the National 
Bank Note Co. and the Continental Bank 
Note Co. The documents which are in the 
possession of the Collectors Club of New 
York point up some of the practices and 
problems associated with postage stamp pro­
duction during the early 186o's. We quote 
from pertinent portions of them as follows: 

I. From the National Bank Note Com­
pany, No. I Wall Street, New York, Sept. 
12th , 1861. 

" U. S. Postage Stamp Department. Chas. 
F . Steel , Manager. Sir. You are directed to 
put in force the following arrangement: 

"Daily task for expert perforators 7,500 
sheets per day-for which will be paid $s.oo 
per week. 

"Overwork will be paid at the rate of 
12)/, cents per IOOO sheets, unless the amount 
perforated beyond the daily task shall reach 
2500 sheets, in which case 20 cts. per moo 
sheets will be paid. 

"Daily task for expert gummers IOOO 
sheets per day-for which will be paid $4.00 
per week. 

"Overwork will be paid at the rate of 
I 2 Y, cts. per IOO sheets. 

"All capable of performing the daily task 
shall be considered " Expert" and paid accord­
ingly. 

J. M acdonough , Secretary" 
(Refer to Fig. 1). 
On June I, 1864, Mr. Steel signed a three 

year contract with the National Bank Note 
Co. at a salary of $2500.00 per year. Now 
we can return to the development of the 
patents covering the grill. 

Let us refer to a letter from A. N . Zevely, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General, dated 
December 20th., 1865, addressed to Ch arles 
F. Steel. 

" Sir: Acknowledging the receipt of the 
samples of stamps, submitted by you with 
which I ai:n favorably impressed, I have to 
state that no definite judgment can be formed 
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U.S.--CHARLES F. ST EEL'S GRI LL AND OTHER P ATENTS 
of their actual merits until they shall have 
been passed through certain practical tests. 
The best of tests would be this : that you 
make arrangements with the National B ank 
Note Co. to manufacture a certain number 
of these stamps, to be sent out, sold and used, 
as the present st amps. If they prove to be 
what is wanted this fact would soon become 
appa rent and the Department would be p re-

pared, af ter such a successful tri al, to enter 
in to ar rangements for their adoption". 

It does not seem th at this plan had been 
fo llowed immedia tely. There is a hiatus in 
th e documentation until 1867. On Novem­
ber 22 of th at year, patent No. 70,147 was 
gran ted to C harles F. Steel of Brooklyn, 

1• Y . We quote here from th e original 
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Fi gu re l . Origi nal Jetter of instructi on to Chas. F. Stee l by t he National Bank Note Co. dealing 
with wages to be paid to gummers and perforators and setting forth the minimum daily task 
fo r each type of worker. 
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U . S . --CHARLES F . STEEL'S GRILL A N D OTH E R P ATENTS 
, .. "" ,. 
\ 

f ·· ~ _,. 

!ost-.,ffict f rpartmrnt. 
JiU!fi:I ~Jla. 

~,..;.-~ 

~ :r //. .;..__,.. ' -1-J ~..-e.c.. .. - . 

~ ..cJ~-?--......., ..._ 

~ ~ ,r.-~ ~,,.._.v~ 

~t:.~~~ 
.~( ~ ~ ... -tr--~ 
~~G~ ..e... ~,4-­

~4-~ ,;...~ ~ · .l,t.; ...r-~ 

ti'~ /Mc C.·. ;a,./> ~~~ A:" 

~~~~~;/ 
.1r, k ?~Q~ ~1'44 ~· 

~?~rl h-~A~ t-- 4-­

~A':; ?<·~ ~~~, 

(~~ -----/:':~ ,F ~ 
---~)/.,. C< ·-h-M f"::hv , Pf- Nu......r-
~7~ y /"'", ,,,., ... ::;;;.., AG- /~-..L 

+,_.,."' -k ; ,.'~ ...... *- ~ .,._,_~ 

-~,,. ~ 
~- · /~ ~ . ~ 

~~· -

Figure 2. Ori g inal le tte r from A. N . Zeve ly, Third Ass' t Postmaste r Gene ra l to Cha s. F. Steel 
dated Dec . 13, 1865 . Thi s is the earli est statement that the Gove rnment des ired a postage 
stamp " from which it will be impossible to remove cance lling marks wi thout destroyi ng it ". 

sample fi le as deposited w ith th e U nited 
States P atent Office.* (See F igu res 4 and 5) 
T his docu ment is now in th e possess ion o f 
M r. J ohn J . Britt, fo rmer President of th e 
C ollectors Club of New Y ork. 

"UN ITED STATE S PATENT OFF IC E 
"Charles F. Steel , of Brooklyn, New Y ork 
"L etters P atent N o. 70, 147 , dated O ctober 

22, 1867. 
" IMPROVEMEN T IN THE MANU-

FACTURE OF POST AGE ST A M PS. 
"Th e Schedul e referred to in th ese L etters 
P atent and making part of th e same. 

"To ALL WH OM IT MAY CONCERN: 

" Be it known th at I , C harles F. Steel, of 
th e C ity of B rooklyn, in the county of K ings, 
and State of New Y ork, have invented new 
and usef ul Imp rovements in th e Manu fac­
ture of P ostage Stamps, applicable, also, to 
oth er stamps, druggist 's labels, etc. ; and I do 

*This patent had been pub li shed previously in " The 
United Stamp Co. H era ld", Un ited Stamp Co. , Chi­
cago, Ill. Octobe r, 1 912 . 

hereby declare th at th e fo llowing is a full and 
exact desc ri ption thereof. 

"The obj ect of my invention is to prod uce 
a st amp which shall stick better th an usual, 
and w hich it shall be im possible to fr audu­
len tly remove and use again . l\1 any efforts 
have been befo re made in thi s direction, bu t 
th e diffe rence in th e dryness between th e re­
cently-applied cancelling-ink and th e long-be­
fore-app lied ink of th e pr inting so greatly fa­
ci lita tes th e removal of th e fo rmer tha t it is 
freque ntly easy to wash off cancelling-ink 
w ith so simple chemicals as common soap 
and wa ter, even w hen th e cancell ing-ink is of 
th e same kind and qu ality as th e ink w ith 
which th e st amp is pr inted. 

"A part of my invention is embossing or 
parti ally breaking th e paper , so as to open 
th e textu re of th e paper along ce rtain lines, 
w ithout r emoving any part th ereof. This 
ca uses th e st amp, l abel, etc., to stick better 
and allows th e oil of the cancelling-ink, 
w hen such is used , to strike in very deeply. 

"Anoth er portion of my invention consis ts 
in applying th e gum to such stamps prior to 
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U.S.--CHARLES F. STEEL'S GRILL AND OTHER P ATENTS 
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Figure 3. Original letter from A. N . Zevely to Chas. F. Steel dealing with the proposal to dis­
tribute "a million or more" experimentally grilled postage stamps. This letter is dated October 
8, 1867 . This is the earliest reference to the distribution of experimentally grilled stamps. 
Careful reading of this document indicates that distribution is proposed. From this it is hard 
to reconcile the fact that the experimentally "grilled all over" stamps are reported used 
earlier than this date. 
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the breaking operation. This avoids its too 
much fi lling such broken pl aces, and impair­
ing its appear ance on the front side. 

"Anoth er portion of my invention consists 
in smoo thing the paper again after the em­
bossing or breaking, and prior to the print­
ing. This allows it to be printed better, and 
to present a more fini shed appea rance. 

"And another portion of my invention con­
sists in leaving ce rtain parts of the stamp, so 
broken, in a clean or unprinted condition. 
This a llows such part to abso rb th e cancel­
ling-ink still more perfectly, w hen such is 
used. 

" M y imp roved stamp m ay be more cheaply 
produced th an any stamps adapted to effect 
this purpose which are known to me. 

" I will fir st describe w hat I consider the 
best means of ca rrying out my invention, and 
w ill afte rwa rd s designate the points therein 
which I beli eve to be new. The accompany­
ing drawings (Fig. 5) fo rm a pa rt of th is 
specification. 

"Figure I is a face view of my stamp com­
plete. 

"Figure 2 represents a cross-section of th e 
st amp on line s s, w hen made acco rding to a 
portion of my inventi on. 

"Figu re 3 is a cross-section w hen m ade ac­
cord ing to th e prefe rable plan. 

"Figure 4 is a greatly magnified cross­
section, showi ng th e paper in its o rigin al con­
di t ion. 

"Figure 5 rep resents th e same gummed, the 
gum be ing represented in red. 

"Figure 6 represents the same embossed . 
"Figure 7 rep resents th e same af ter hav­

ing been again fl a ttened, ready for use. 
"Figure 8 represents th e same afte r print­

in g. The printing ink is shown in blue. 
"Figure 9 represents th e same after t he 

cancelling-ink is applied , and 
"Figure IO represents the same afte r the 

cancelling-ink is washed off from th e surface, 
showing its retention in the body of the 
paper. 

"Similar letters of reference indicate like 
parts in the several figures whe re they occur. 

"I select suitable paper, and, applying the 
gum on one face, le t it d ry. I then press the 
o::nnre sheet between embossed plates, or pass 
it through between emboss ing rollers. I 
then flat ten a portion of the whole of the 
paper, so as to nearly remove all indications 

of th e embossing, except that th e fibre of th e 
pape r rem ains disturbed , and parti ally brok­
en. A fter this I print on the surf ace thus 
prepared. 

" I es teem it greatly prefer able to leave a 
port ion of each stamp unprinted, and un­
touched either by th e printing device or th e 
fl a ttening device, but some of th e advantages 
of my invention may be attained w ithout 
thus proceed ing. 

" I do not deem it necessa ry to descr ibe the 
devices fo r embossing, fl attening, printing, 
etc., as th ey may be of any convenient char­
acter known to mechanics; but I prefer su r ­
face printing, as it is more easy by th a t style 
of printing to leave a portion of each stamp 
untoucned and un affected. 

"The ordinary surface of a st amp w hich is 
printed by a pla te is mo re compressed th an 
usual. W hen pape r is intensely compressed 
by the severe contact of th e polished plate 
th erewith it becomes more dense and imper­
vious; and when upon th e surface of pape r 
so compressed is laid, as usual, nea rly a con­
t inuous coating of thick ink- th at u ed in 
printing th e stamp proper-and th e same is 
allowed time to become thoroughly dr ied, it 
is di fficult fo r th e cancelling- ink to s tr ike 
into th e materi al of th e paper. But in my 
stamp, made in the manner w hich I most 
prefer, th e paper is not compressed by t he 
pl ate, and is not cove red w ith well-dried ink 
at th e points referred to, but, on the con­
tr ary, it is str ained open, and fo rmed into 
cavi t ies sufficien tly large to offer free acce 
to the oi l, and to the coloring matter of the 
cancelli ng-ink. . . . " 

There follows here a fu rther elaboration 
of the points al ready made wi th reference to 
the drawings illus t ra ted . We note the argu­
ments brough t fo rth here for th e use of 
typography in place of line engraving in the 
production of stamps. (See Figure 6). This 
was not adopted in the finished product; nor 
was the recommended design followed . (See 
Fig. 4). From the language of t he patent, 
it may be inferred that at the time the pat­
ent application was filed, it was intended that 
the embossing should precede the printing of 
the stamps. Evidently experience soon 
showed that this order of manufactu re was 
not practical. T he routine used by the a­
tional Bank Note Co. was as follows :-
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Figure 4. Original sample deposited with the United States Patent Office in support of Patent 
No. 70, 147 granted to Chas. F. Steel on October 22 , 1867. The samples show the proposed 
stamp designs of Mr. Steel as well as the patent applied to the 3 cent, 1861. Original samples 
of the grill . Photo by Boutrelle. 
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printing, gumming, pressing, embossing, per­
forating, and, finally, pressing again with 
five hundred tons pressure. This was so 
great as to reduce the embossed portion 
nearly to the level of the stamp. But the 
breaks in the paper were not thus closed up 
fully. 

In th e actual practice, the grill was pro­
duced by a roller and not by a pl ate as men­
tioned in the patent. To make this roller, a 
cylinder of soft steel was placed in a turn­
ing la the and a knurl pressed firmly aga inst 
it. (A knurl is a small steel wheel that has 
its rim cove red with small, pyramidal bosses.) 
As the cylinder rotated in the lathe, the boss­
es on the knurl produced indentations in it. 
The entire surface of the finished roller is 
covered with small pyramids which form a 
continuou sp iral around it. This was the 
form of roller first used . It produced the 
"Grilled all over" varieties. Since the pro­
duction of the gri ll rollers and their results 
have been fully discussed by many previous 
students, particularly Stevenson, Wiley and 
P erry* it would seem unnecessary to repeat 
the descriptions herein. 

Now we return to the chronological study 
of the documents them selves. John N. Luff 
in his monumental, " P os tage Stamps of the 
United States", on page 100 states as follows: 

"The date at which the gri lled stamps came 
into use is unsettled . The American J ournal 
of Philately for June, 1871 (page 67) gives 
the date as August 8, 1867. Tiffany's His­
tory of th e Postage Stamps of th e Unit ed 
States says, 'adopted May 8, 1867'-There 
is in th e Collection of Mr. H. E. Deats a 
pair of the 3 cents grilled all over, on the 
original cover and cancelled 'Savannah , Ga. 
Aug. 23, 186]'. All things co nsidered, Aug­
ust 8, 1867, seems a very probable date". 

Since Mr. Luff wrote the above, two 
earlier uses have been discovered. There is 
a cover from Racine, Wis. m ailed "August 
14, 1867'' t Also P. M. Wolsieffer handl ed 
a cover mailed from "Beaver Dam, Wis. 
August 17, 1867". Both of these bear the 
3-cent stamp grilled all over. 

As the records disclose the patent was 

* "Mekeel 's", 1/ 19/ 28. - "Stamps", 10/ 17/ 33, 
12/r6 / 33.-"Pat Paragraphs", Oct.-Nov., 1937. 
·j· Illu strated in "The Nineteenth Century Postage 
Stamps of the United States" , by Lester Brookman, 
Vol. 1, p. 297. 

granted on October 22, 1867. The date, 
when this application was filed, is not known. 
But we believe that it should have been about 
six months prior to the granting of the pat­
ent. We have seen in the correspondence 
th a t Mr. Zevely suggested a trial period of 
usage prior to final approval as early as 
O ctober, 1865. Further, the report of the 
Postm aster General, dated I ovember 26, 
1867, says: 

"Experiments are in progress with a post­
age stamp printed on embossed paper, which 
seems to afford good security against fraud. 
The fibres of the paper being broken, can­
celli ng marks almost necessa rily penetrate, so 
that th ey cannot easily be removed without 
destroying the stamp. The adhesive proper­
ties are also promoted and other advantages 
secured which commend the invention to 
favorable notice". 

With all this information in mind it is 
reasonable to assume th at the cover reported 
by Luff as in the Deats collection and the 
n~·o other cove rs mentioned, represent an ex­
f)erimental use of the grill during the trial 
period prior to its official adoption. This is 
borne out in a letter fr om lVIr. Zevely to Mr. 
Steel dated October 8, 1867 . 

"Yours of yesterd ay with enclosures is re­
ceived. I wrote one yes terday to the Bank 
Note Co. to send me samples, according to 
your plan and said I would experiment with 
them. My purpose is to send out a million 
or more as soon as possible. You know I 
have long been in favor of the invention. 
The PMG is pleased " ·ith it. Your Patent 
is ordered and will issue in a week or so." 

Furthermore on October 23 , 1867, Mr. 
Zevely again wr ites to Mr. Steel as follows: 

"I have your letter and speci mens and you 
may be assured of my confidence in your in­
vention. I told Mr. Mann that I thought 
the P. M. G. favorably disposed and that he 
shou ld try the combination of McDonough 's 
ideas with yours. I also told him that sur­
face printing is wanted, and he gave me to 
understand that it was contemplated by 
McD. I think your Co. will finally do you 
justice; tho' seeming very slow about it. 
Mr. Boyd tod ay reports the preparation of 
stamps under a recent order and they shall 
be fairly tested , with any others you offer. " 
(Fig. 3). 
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Figure 5. Original drawing sheet accompanying the Letters Patent of the Grill . See Fig. 4 . 
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Figure 7 . Original letter from J. Shepard, President of the National Bank Note Co. to Chas. F. 
Steel sett ing fo rth the terms for the exclusive use of the grill patent by the National Bank 
Note Co . It is interesting to note that as this document constituted a contract, the necessary 
internal revenue stamps are affixed to it. 
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Figure 8 . Original contract between Chas. F. Steel and the Continental Bank Note Co. setting 
forth the terms of employment of Mr. Steel as General Superintendent of their estab lishment 
for ma k ing postage stamps, dated February 7 , 1873 . 

From these two lette rs it is evident th at 
a ny grilled stamp used befor e l ate O ctober , 
1867 , must have been from the trial copies 
prepared sometime earlier. 

The grilled stamps are fir st chronicled in 
the S tamp M ercu ry fo r April , l 868, th a t 
r epo rted th at th e first st amps issued we re the 
2 , 3 and 12 cents denomin ation. The Ameri­
can J ournal of Philately fo r May, 1868 
( page 23) says : 

"All th e values und er twelve cents are now 
-submitted to this process as also w ill the 
higher denomin ations be w hen th e present 
-s tock on hand is consumed. " 

The sa me journ al in D ecember of th at 
year says: 

"The 24 and 30 cents of the present issue 
have at length been issued w ith th e rectangu­
lar embossment on the backs and we lea rn 
from official qu arte rs th a t th e 90 cent w ill be 
subj ected to the same trea tment this month. " 

But it was not until February of the fo l­
lowing yea r ( 1869 ) th at this denomin ation 
was ch ronicled. 

L uff (op. cit. page 104) reco rds th ese plate 
numbe rs fo r th e experimental grilled all-over 
st amps : 3 cts. rose, pl ates l l and l 7 ; 5 cts. 
brown, pl ate 17 ; and 30 cts. Orange, plate 7. 
Luff also mentions the existence of the l cent 
st amp w ith this grill , but th at he h ad not 
seen it used. The other denomin ations are 
reported in used condition. 
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Figure 9. Original sample deposited with the United States Patent Office in support of 
Patent No. 169, 125 granted to C. F. Steel on October 26, 1875 . This is the final patent 
for the " Double Paper" . 
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Here we can sum up our conclusions re­
garding the appearance of the grilled s tamps 
and their usage. It is highly probable th at 
the grilled all-ove r stamps were at th e best 
experimental, used only on a tri al basis wi th 
government sanction, but without govern­
mental auth orization. And the regularly 
authorized gri lled stamps we re not suppl ied 
to the post offices until th e early part of 1868. 

Let us now pick up the trail of Mr. Steel 
again in his rel ation to the National B ank 
Note Company. The patent for the grill and 
its acceptance by the P ost Office Depar tment 
greatly increased his sta ture with the officials 
of the Company, who were not at all slow in 
recogniz ing what th ey had. We quote a let­
ter from F. Shepard, President of the Na­
tional B ank Note Co. to Mr. Steel, dated 
O ctober 29, 1867 : 

" It woul d seem from your note of this 
da te th at you misunderstood my suggestion 
that you should name as compensation in full 
for your interes t and services in th e manu fac­
ture of postage stamps, should we obtain a 
future contr ac t, the m inimum share of the 
net profits on the same, to be ascer tained in 
a way satisfactory to both parties, whether 
we do or do not employ any mode or inven­
tion of which you may claim to be th e pro­
prietor.- Please submit a proposi tion in con­
sonance wi th the idea sugges ted in the above." 

Mr. Steel clearly did present such a propo­
sition , as the fo llowing note from J. Mac­
Donough dated Iovembe r 6, 1867, shows : 

" Resolved , th at th e Board entertains favo r­
ably th e proposition from Mr. Steel above 
alluded to, and th a t th e subject be referred 
to Mr. MacDonough to obtain by personal 
interview with Mr. Steel all furth er informa­
tion requisite for final action . Second ed and 
approved." 

"Friend Steel. Above you have copy of 
resolution which explains itself, whenever you 
can find time to come over and see me please 
do so, bringing your ideas, (and designs if 
you have any) for the stamp you desire to 
have m ade, w ith you, and we will see what 
can best be done." 

That this was promptly done can be seen 
from the following letter dated T ovembe r 
15, 1867 from J. M cD onough to C. F. Steel 
(Fig. 6): 

" I send you the first impression of the die 
made und er your instructions and th at I may 

make a report to the Board I wish you would 
answer in wri ting stating whether or no it 
is in acco rd ance wi th your wishes. The die 
must be defined around the figure '3' so that 
it will print clear and it will be ready to 
electrotype by tomorrow noon. " 1 

This clearly indicates th a t th e Company 
was go ing ahead wi th th e suggested idea of 
Mr. Steel both as to design and as to method 
of printing. We know, of course, th at this 
essay was never adopted . But it does indi­
cate th e ex tent to w hich the Company was 
prepared to go in support of the invention. 

Th at the Company was prepared to go 
even fur th er financially is shown by th e fol­
lowing: (Fig. 7). 

"NATIONAL B A TK TOTE COMPANY, 

No. 1 Wall St., 

New York, D ecember 9, 1867. 

C harl es F. Steel , Esq. 
To. 9 Nassau St., New York 

D ea r Sir 

R eferring to th e understanding between us. 
today, I beg to say, I am autho rised by our 
Executive Commi ttee to accede to you r terms, 
viz : th at this Comp any pay you for the ex­
clusive right to use your patent for embossed 
Post Office stamps a t the rate of three (3) 
cents per thou sand stamps, as a royalty, for 
all st amps m ade under your patent by this 
Comp any und er orders from the P ost Office 
D epar tment, pursuant to present ar range­
ments, and for any fu ture contract wh ich m ay 
be made with the P ost Office Department 
fo r th e manufacture of st amps by this Com­
pany.-Please respond . 

Your Obt. Svt. 
F. Shepard , Prest." 

The Post Office D epartment adop ted Mr. 
Steel's invention with ce rtain changes. It is 
need less to discuss these at length because 
most a ll of us are familiar wi th the st amps 
as fi nally issued . The contr ac t was granted 
to the T ational Bank Note Company for the 
preparation of postage stamps, specifying the 
use of th e grill patent. The following let­
ter from Third Assistant P ostm aste r Gen­
er al Zevely, to Mr. Steel, dated December 
31, 1867, st ates : 

1 " Essays For U. S. Adhesive Postage Stamps" by 
C. W. Brazer, 194 r, pp. 54, 55, 58 , 59. 
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"Enclosed herewith I send you a copy of a 
letter addressed this day to the National 
Bank Note Company on the subj ect of pre­
paring stamps. Be pleased to see th at the 
stamps desired are prepared , as carefully as 
possible afte r the manner indicated by me." 

The National Bank Note Company re­
ce ived the exclusive right to the use of th e 
patented gri ll. This is evidenced in the fol­
lowing letter: 

New York, Aug. II , I868. 
Sirs: 

At the in stance of th e National Bank No te 
Co. of this city, I beg to advise you th at I 
have g rant ed to th at company th e sole and 
exclusive righ t to manufacture embossed 
postage stamps under my patent for em­
bossed st amps. 

I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully yours, 

H on. Alex. W. Rand all , 
Postm aster General , 

W ashington, D . C ." 

Chas. F . Steel. 

That th e Government now required th at 
th e Steel patent be used to emboss its post­
age stamps was, no doubt, the gove rn ing 
factor in its decision to grant to the I ational 
Bank Note Co. a fo ur yea r contr act for the 
manufacture of postage stamps beginning Oc­
tober 3rd., 1868. 

From this time on, there is a gap in the 
Steel records. We know th at upon the expira­
tion of the contract wi th the National B ank 
Note Co., bids we re called for on th e manu­
fac ture of postage stamps. We know that 
the low bid was made by the Continental 
Bank Note Company, and that the contr ac t 
was awarded to them to supply postage 
stamps beginning from May I , 1873. The 
Government specified th at th e designs of th e 
1870 issue, prepared by the ational B ank 

I ote Co. be continued m use. In this con­
nection the follow ing document is highly 
significa nt : (Fig. 8.) 

"The Continental B ank Note Comp any 
agents Employ Charles F. Steel as general 
Superintendent of th ei r Establishment for 
making Postage Stamps for the term of four 

yea rs from the first of April I873 at a salary 
of $7 500. a yea r and the further salary of 
$2500. a yea r for the Embossing process­
M aking in all Ten Thousand dollars a yea r 
payable wkly. With the privilege to him of 
terminating this engagement at the end of 
any yea r during said fo ur yea rs by giving 
th ir ty days written notice thereof." 

"And the said Steel binds himself to this 
contract and agrees to perform his duties to 
his best ability. 

" Dated Feby 7th. I873 

The Continental Bank Note Company 
Homer H. Stuart P rest ." 

From this document we see tha t the em­
bossing process was to be part of Steel 's con­
tribution to the contract . In fac t the Conti­
nental B ank Note Company did produce 
some gri lled stamps. 

Other Patents Against Re- use 

That th e process of emboss ing the grill on 
th e stamps did not provide a ve ry satisfac­
tory solution to the problem of cleaning and 
re-using of th e postage stamps was soon ap­
parent. This was evident to the inventor. 
H e was trying to find a more suitable proc­
ess. This is shown by the following letter 
from M r. Zevely to Mr. Steel, dated Nov. 
2, 1868: 

"You rs of 24th ult. was duly rece ived. It 
seems hardly worth while to t alk w ith you 
alone abou t a new kind of stamp, just at the 
moment th a t a contract is ordered w ith the 
N. B. N. Co.-Yet I am free to say th at 
your ideas seem very good and I advise you 
to suggest to your Co. some experiments. If 
th e plan can be made to work, as you think 
it can , let the Co. propose it in place of 
em bossing." 

From this idea g rew Letters P atent o. 
86,952, dated February 16, 1869, g ranted to 
Ch a rles F . Steel of Iew York, r. Y. headed 

" I MPROVEMENT IN R EVENUE AND 

POSTAGE STAMPS. 

"To all w hom it may concern: 

"Be it known th at I , Charles F. Steel, of 
th e City and County of New York, and the 
State of New York, in the employ of the 
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Figure l 0 . A brief descripti on of the " double paper" patent in the handwriting of Chas. F. 
Steel . Th is was stapled to back of the sampl e shown ir. Figure 9. 

National Bank-N ote Company, as Superin­
tendent of th e m anufacture of P ostage­
stamps, have invented certa in new and useful 
Improvements in Stamps for P ostage, R eve­
nue, and analogous purposes, and I do hereby 
declare th at the fo llowing is a full and exact 
desc ription th ereof. 

" I make my stamp, w ith th e face of the 
paper of an entirely di fferent charac ter fro m 
th e back. The face is blott ing paper , while 
the back is hard and well-sized pape r. The 

back prevents the gum from striking through, 
wh ile th e char ac ter of the face allows the 
cancell ing-ink to penetra te th rough it, and 
causes th e w hole to be r apidly defaced when 
any fric t ion is applied to wash off the can­
cell ing mate r ial. 

" I will proceed to describe what I con­
sider the best me ans of ca rrying out my 
invention.-

" I t ake sheets of hard, well-sized pa­
pe r , a l ittl e th inner th an th e postage-stamp 
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Fi gure l l. Original letter of reference dated Sept. 27th ., 1877 , si gned by A. D. Hazen , Third 
Assistant Postmaster General. This letter was given to Mr. Steel after he had terminated his 
contract of emp loyment with the Continental Bank Note Co. It shows the high regard which 
the Post Office Department had for Mr. Steel. 

or the other stamp is intended to be, and 
having applied a thin and uniform coating 
of wheat-paste or other suitable cementing­
materi al, over the face, by the aid of a brush, 
roller, or other suitable device, I lay upon it 
a corresponding sheet of tissue paper, and 
press th e whole together by pass ing the com­
pound sheet between rollers, or by other 
suitable me ans. The rollers thus employed 
may, if preferred , be covered with rubber. 

"The compound paper thus produced may 
be af terwa rds tre ated in all respects as ordi­
nary paper, care being t aken to print on the 
tissue paper, and to apply the gum to the 
sized pape r. 

"The ink received from the pla te in the 
act of printing, penetrates somewhat more 
deeply into the blotting-paper th an it would 
in the ordinary hard , sized paper. But this 
is of little moment. The cancelling-ink, by 
thus penetrating, becomes very deeply set, 
instead of lying, as usu al, upon the surface. 
And even if the cancelling-ink lies as usual 
upon the surface, it cannot be removed by 
any ordinary means, because water is em­
ployed with friction in all such means, and 
the moment water is applied on my stamp, 
the front l ayer of paper is softened, and be­
comes easily entirely or parti ally removed. 

It is impossible to remove the cancelling-ink 
by washing and rubbing, without either re­
moving th e face-paper, or so disturbing it 
that the fr aud may be readily detected .. .. " 

There was some experimental wo rk done 
by the National B ank Note Co. on this 
process. The 30 cent, I869; th e 6 cent and 
24 cent, I870, have been found on the double 
paper. The greater part of the experimental 
work was ca rried out by the Continental 
Bank Note Co. Considerable printings, re­
ported by Luff, (op. Cit. page I34) to have 
been in the amount of 20,000,000 we re made. 
The 2c and 3c on this paper are compara­
tively common. 

After joining the Continental Bank Note 
Co., Mr. Steel continued working upon the 
id ea of double paper. This resulted in the 
granting of Patent No. I69,125, dated Octo­
ber 26, I875, upon application filed March 
I 5, I 87 5. This patent was a further refine­
ment of the double paper idea incorporating 
the use of starch on the back rather than 
sized paper to t ake the gum. (See Figures 
9, IO and II.) 

Luff states (op. ci t. page I35) that the 
st amps printed on this paper have not been 
found in used condition, and that those few 
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Figure 12. The original Letters Patent granted to Chas. F. Steel No. 169, l 25 . 
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copies known must be presumed to be es­
says. 

After leaving the Continental Bank Note 
Co., on April 1, 1877, (See Fig. 12), Mr. 
Steel formed the Franklin Bank Note Co. 
That firm was sold in 1880 to George Stay­
ner and William M . Smillie, founders of the 
American Bank Note Co. Mr. Steel in the 
deed and agreement of sale agreed to re­
tire from the Bank Note business for five 
yea rs absolutely and ten years conditionally. 

While Mr. Steel does not again appear up­
on the st age in connection w ith United States 
philately directly, he continued to have an 
effect upon the policies of the Government 
st amp producing agencies. In 1889 he had 
submitted a bid for the production of post­
age stamps for the Government. His bid was 
the lowest submitted. Through an interpre­
tation of the wo rding of the call for bids, 
however, the contract was not awarded to 
him. He took his case to the Courts. The 
resultant controversy was one of the direct 
causes for the Government to remove the 
production of its postage stamps from pri­
va te con tractors and place its stamp printing 
in the hands of The Bureau of Printing and 
Engraving of the Treasury Department. 
From 1894 on , with one exception during 
World W ar II , all of our postage stamps 
have been produced at the Bureau in Wash­
ington , D. C. 

Secret Marks 

Had we presented the reco rds as given to 
us in chronological orde r , it wou ld have been 
necessary to break the continuity of this arti­
cle at th e point where the Continental B ank 
Note Co. took over th e printing of United 
States st amps from the ational Bank 
No te Co. But for the philatelist, th ese pa­
pers touched upon two di/f erent matt ers­
grills or other protective means against re­
use, and th e secret marks. 

The Continental Bank Note Co. made 
new plates for all the denominations of this 
issue except the 24c., 3oc. and 9oc. The 
sec ret marks we re added to th e dies so th at 
the product of the Continental plates could 
readily be distinguished . But since no new 
plates were m ade for the three high values, 
the secre t mark never appears on the issued 
stamps. 

In this connection some pertinent sections 
are cited from Mis. Doc. o. 43 of the 
House of Representatives, 43rd Congress, 
2nd Sess ion, 

"The dies, rolls and plates from which 
postage st amps are now printed, being th e 
pr operty of the United States, will be placed 
in the keeping and custody of the contractor 
on the I st day of April , 1873, the same to be 
held subject to the order and control of the 
Department, as hereinafter provided, and the 
contractor will be required from said dies, 
rolls, and plates, and from such rolls and 
plates as may be necessary to be reproduced 
from the original dies, to have on hand, ready 
for issue, on the day the contract term com­
m ences, a sufficient stock of stamps, of the 
several denominations required , to fill the 
current daily requisitions from the Depart­
ment, w ithout hindrance or delay. 

"The contractor will be further required 
to keep in repair all dies, rolls, and plates 
from which stamps may be printed, and to 
renew the same whenever required; and 
should new designs be required at any time, 
to take th e place of the present series of 
st amps, or of any of them, or for denomi­
nations of stamps not now in use, the same 
shall be furni shed and engraved, subject to 
the approval of the P ostm aster General, upoo 
his request , w ithin a reasonable time , air 
w hich shall be done and executed in the best 
style of steel engraving by the contractor, 
and at hi s own expense. All dies, rolls, and 
plates m ade or used at any time in filling the 
contrac t shall be the absolute property of 
the United States, and shall be delivered, in 
good working order, to the Postmaster Gen­
eral, or his au thorized agent, whenever de­
m anded. " 

The above is part of the agreement with 
th e Continental Bank Note Co., mad e at the 
time th ey received the contr act to supply 
st amps for the Government. From this it 
is evident th at th ey had to have a supply of 
stamps immediately re ady ; th at this supply 
must necessarily have been printed from the 
same plates as those used by the ra tional 
B ank Note Co. There was no time avail­
able to prepare new pla tes before the start of 
the cont ract. H ence th e plates with the 
" Secret marks" must have been made at a 

(Continued on P age 148.) 
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LEST WE FORGET 

By ] . W. R. P U RV ES 

A s 11·e grow older ou r sense of values al­
t e rs. Things of impo rtance year s ago now 
seem less so . Sometimes, in fact, they seem 
so trivi al th at we pond er why they eve r 
bo thered us . O n the e ther hand, things we 
co nsidered of lit tle impo r t, w hen we we re 
you ng, loom ra th er l a rge r now. T he w riter 
does ne t reg ret his you th-far from it-, 
but he believes th a t the bes t results a re ob­
t a ined by constantly combining you th w ith 
experience. All this leads up to th e thought 
th at the sub ject mat te r of this article may 
not seem to younge r r eaders to possess the 
import ance it holds for me. If, however , it 
awakens so me sympathy fr om old er collecto rs, 
it w ill h ave achieved its obj ect . 

Phil ately, in th e gen eral scheme of things, is 
a small field . But we like to think th at it 
possesses enduring qu alities, further th a t most 
of us w ho r ead and contribute to this jour­
nal have done our bit to ass ist phil ately to 
endure. Y ounge r people in our brave ( ? sic ) 
new world a re, at leas t fo r a time , fully 
prep a red to ac t as if th ey we re th e first of 
th eir kind, and th ere was nothing behind 
th em. Older people, on th e oth er h and, a re 
firm in thei r belief th at th ere is no fac to r so 
encou raging and help ful to a present gener a­
tion as th e in spirati on th at springs from a 
fi ne t radi tion. The failur e to create and 
maintain such a tradition, th ey believe, ulti­
mately quenches th e in spiration and w ith it 
th e enth us iasm of today or tomor row. 

In phil ately, over th e yea rs, m any per sons 
have dedicated an appreciable proportion of 
a lifet ime to unselfi sh se rvice in its cause. 
M any of them have been stud ents, often of 
mod est means, wh o year after yea r have 
stud ied th eir st amps, published the results of 
their studies, ass isted ca t alogue editors and 
generally h elped the ir fellow collectors, by 
indica tin g hith erto un appreciated possibilities, 
t o maintain th eir interes t. It is only sheer 
enthusiasm th at keeps such wheels moving. 

A great deal of expendi tu re, not only in 
stamps but in t ime, photography, co r respond­
ence, and writing is involved. There are 
not too many real stu dents; but where, oh 
where wo uld phil ately be w ithou t th em ? 

As far as philately is concerned, there is 
a second and equ ally impo rtant class to the 
fi rst . Like th e firs t , it too is small in num­
be rs. T hese people, eq ually enth usias t ic, love 
our hobby just as much as th e stu dent. But, 
eith er because th eir time o r th eir equipment 
do not pe rmit it, r ealise th at o rigin al r esea rch 
is not th eir metier. H oweve r , they do equ al­
ly valu able wo rk, in th eir shir t sleeves and 
wi th th eir money in oth er directions. They 
make up those w illing-hand s usu ally sadly re­
stricted in numbers, to be fo und in st amp 
club organizations, on exhibition committees 
and th e like. Without their ass ist ance , propa­
gand a for phil ately w ould liter ally come to a 
st and still and would die on its feet. 

Both these kinds of people-and very sel­
dom yo u find th em combined in the same in­
dividu al-share ce rta in things in common. 
They a re genuine enthusiasts and such serv­
ices as th ey give a re not provid ed with the 
id ea of seeing th eir n ames-much less their 
smiling co untenances-in print. They are 
promot ing phil ately; th ey a re no t promoting 
th emselves. 

Wh at is organized phil ately doing, when 
such people pass on, to see th a t th eir careers 
in ph ilately are-adequ a tely and approp ri ately 
- placed befo re a younge r gener at ion by way 
of example and inspira tion ? Y ea rs ago, 
when th ere we re fewer machines and people 
we re r ath er more industrious, it was th e 
fashion, in phil atelic magazines, to devote a 
whole page or more to obitua ry notices of 
prominent phil atelists of th e classes men­
tion ed. In most cases, this affo rded both a 
subst antial recognition of service and, at the 
same time, an encouragement to th e living to 

(Continued on P age 126.) 
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UNITED 

One of the Most Famous Stamps 

The 24c Inverted Center of 191 8 

By HENRY M. GOODKI ND 

Fact, Fantasy or Fiction? 

Almost every conscie ntious American par­
ent see ms to have to face the "comic book 
problem" . As th e fa th er of a young boy, th e 
wri ter recently came upon a pile of comic 
books in his son's room. Being curious about 
th e nature of this current literature th at so 
eng rossed a youngs te r 's almost constant at­
tention, we picked a few copies from the pile 
for sampling and our own ed ification. -Leafing 
th rough the pages of these books, we we re 
su rprised to see th at th e contents we re 
mostly anything but comic. But before we 
kne\\' it , our eyes lit upon a full-page ad­
vertisement on th e back cove r of one of th ese 
comic books. As a philatelist, we immediate­
ly saw it was offering stamps for collec to rs 
by reading the fo llow ing big, bold h ead line: 

"F R E E ! U. S. Stamps Plus 
a W ond erful Book". 

D own through the finer print, this was 
what we read: 

"Rush your order tod ay, while the supply 
las ts. We shall send you the greatest offer 
ever made to collectors of the world's most 
popular hobby, stamps. Just think!! you 'll 
receive ALL FREE a fine collection of sca rce 
and beautiful United States s tamps. Every 
one gua r anteed genuine, all different. You'll 
be surprised how their value will increase 
eve ry year. 

"And in addition to this g r and FREE offer , 
we'll include AT NO C OST to you a copy 
of a booklet on 'the U. S. Airmail Stamp' 
that was originally bought a t th e post office 
for 24 cents and is now wo rth $sooo. 

" Other valuable offers will also be sent 
yo u. So RUSH THE ATTACHED COU­
PON. Don 't del ay because this exception al 
offe r w ill be withdrawn soon". 

-Slobbovia Stamp Co. ( *) 
Flint Mills, M aine 

* A fictitious name and address has been substituted. 
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W e shall not comment a t length upon some 
of th e exagge rations printed in th at advertise­
ment except to point out th at the $5000 price 
tag w as at least $ 1500 too high. But know­
ing a little something about this st amp, we 
w anted to read this booklet. Since it w as 
offered fr ee, w e reasoned th at we could re­
ceive a slight dividend upon our heavy in­
vestment in comic books, our son having 
spent a good part of his w eekly allowance on 
them. So we requested him to fill out the 
a ttached coupon and mail it. 

While aw aiting the return mail , w hich in­
cidentally arrived in the fas t time of three 
days, our thoughts turned to a subject w hich 
had been brought to our attention m any 
times. As editor of this magazine, w hich is 
tailored for the more mature collector , we 
were told th at too often our studies 0 :11 

st amps we re conce rn ed mostly with th e r are 
and expensive ones, which only a few could 
afford . This could be refuted by a check of 
our contents. But let us assume, fo r th e sake 
of illust ra tion, th at this criticism we re 
j ustified. 

Then we could ask this question. Why does 
a ro-cent comic book published for America's 
youth , of w hich very few, if any, ever could 
hope to own a copy of this fa mous U . S. a ir 
mail stamp, offer this booklet r ather th an one 
on stamps th a t th e youth of Amer ica can 
afford to own ? The simple answ er is th at 
the story about this upside-down air m ail 
st amp is fasc inat ing, r eading like an exciting 
adventure story, w hich is only t r ue about a 
very few of the hundreds of th ousands of 
stamps th at we collect. 

U pon r eceipt of the shipment, we paid no 
a ttent ion to the m ass of contents enclosed. 
The penny approval sheets had s tamps of 
w hich we had duplicates galore. All the leaf­
lets and oth er printed matter was of no 
interes t to us. Where was th at free booklet 
on th e fa mous air mail st amp ? We came 
upon it quickly. W e must admit it was w r it­
ten in a dr amatic style to excite any young­
ster . It almost m ade us rush ou t to the 
post office to see if we could buy a sheet of 
st amps for a few doll ars th at would net us 
a profit of th ousand s! To put it mildly, 
accu r acy was sacrifice d in th e t ale we read 
in this booklet ! It is not too important th at 
th e price was exagge rated. Actually the 
story about thi s 19 18 fi nd w ithout embellish-

ment is thrilling. No extr as need to be in­
jected in ord er to sensationalize it more. 
Fo r almost 40 year s since this famous stamp 
was discovered, so much fic t ion has been add­
ed to fac t th at the popul ar ve rsion today is 
fa r fro m th e truth . 

O f all the untru e matters added , probably 
th e most widely accepted, because of its con­
st ant repetition in print, conce rns th e fable 
th at w hen th e la te M r. W . T. R obey stepped 
up to the post office w indow in W ashington 
on th at day back in M ay, I9I8, he bought 
th e sheet w ith th e centers inver ted after 
someone in line ahe ad of him had rejected it 
because there was something wrong w ith the 
st amps. This is nothing but a figment of 
some publicity m an's imagination ! It is not 
known w hen this w as added to the story, but 
one can find it printed in newspapers and 
magaz ines back in the 192o's. O f course, its 
cropping up eve ry year in such w idely dis­
tributed booklets as the one sent out free 
merely teaches a new gener ation th e w rong 
version of this story. 

But w hy cri t icize sources such as th is comic 
book adve rtiser , w hen a no lesse r authority 
than th e U nited States P ost O ffice D epart­
ment on August 12, 1954, sent out a general 
Press Release repeat ing th e ve ry same in­
accuracy about a pe rson in line ahead of the 
pu rchaser of the sheet wi th the inve rts re­
fus ing to buy this item th at was wo rth 
thousand s of dollars. W e quote th e first 
por tion of thi s U . S. P ost Offi~e Press 
R elease: 

POST O FF IC E DEPARTME T 

I NFORM AT ION SERV ICE 

For R elease Th ursday, A ugust 12 , 1954 

R elease No . 3126 

"The P ost Office D epartment today ob­
serves th e 36th ann ive rsary of the fo unding 
by th e U nited States on August 12, 1918 of 
th e fi rst permanent civi lian air mail se rvice 
in the wo rld. 

"The date is also important as ma rking th e 
beginn ings of commercial avia tion in the 
Un ited States, P ostmas ter General Arthu r E. 
Summerfield noted in an anniversary state­
ment. 

"Early in 1918, :Mr. Summerfield explained , 
P ostm aster General Albe rt Burleso n confe r-
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red with Secretary of W ar Newton Baker 
and others, and as a result, set up an ex­
perimental ai rmail service between Washing­
ton, D. C., and New York, Tew York, wi th 
an intermedia te stop at Phil adelphia, P enn­
sylvania. 

"The firs t flights both ways were made on 
May 15, 1918. 

"The United Sta tes Army furn ished planes 
and pilots and conducted flying and main­
tenance, and the P ost Office D epartm ent 
handl ed the mail and all operations connected 
with it . It also printed the first 24-cent 
carmine rose and blue air mail st amp, w ith 
the picture of the early flying machine, th e 
'J enny'. 

" Incidentally, one sheet of these first air­
mail stamps w ith th e J enny printed upside 
down escaped the P ost Office in Washington 
and gave philately one of its most dramatic 
moments. A fo rtunate mint-sheet buyer so 
the legend goes, went to the Washington 
P ost Office the day th e stamp was first is­
sued in 1918. A man ahe ad of him ordered 
a sheet of the stamps and then indignantly 
handed it back to the clerk because the air­
planes were upside down. The next man in 
line was given this sheet . Today, a single 
stamp from this sheet, the only one of its kind 
eve r released by the P ost Office Department 
out of billions of sheets of st amps issued since 
July 1, 1847, is valued at $3500." 

In add ition to th e above Post Office 
Depar tment's Press R elease repeating the 
apocryphal story about th e man in line ahead 
of Mr. R obey rej ecting th e sheet w ith the 
inverted centers, a philatelist also detects an­
other glaring mistake-, namely, th at this 
1918 shee t was th e only one w ith inverted 
centers ever released by th e Post Office D e­
par tment since it started issuing st amps in 
1847. Obviously, th e three errors of th e 
1901 P an-American Issue we re overlooked. 
The IC, 2c and 4c of this series are known 
wi th inverted centers. Also the 1869 issue 
had three inverted centers on the I Sc, 24c 
and 3oc. Of cou rse, this 19th century se ries 
was printed by a private co nce rn under gov­
ernment contr act. T ever th eless, when the 
Depar tment had placed these st amps on sale, 
the inverted centers were not discovered. 
Therefore from 1847 to the present, there 

have been seven U. S. postage stamps with 
inverted centers. 

We have no idea of how many newspapers 
or other sou rces of in fo rmation printed or 
broadcast this August, 1954 Press Release of 
the P ost Office Department. But it would 
seem likely th at enough people heard it or 
read it to have them believe this apocryphal 
story. 

Conscientious st amp paper editors for some 
years have futilely tried to correct this. Even 
W. T. Robey himself tried to dispel this un­
true version of the events l ead ing to his 
purchase w hen in 1938 he wrote his own ac­
count of everything he remembered about 
this famo us purchase.1 We quote Robey's 
own remarks about someone in line ahead of 
him rejecting his sheet : 

"In conclusion, I would like to set at rest 
some of the m any rumors that exist about 
these st amps. 

"The first, that a man in line ahead of me 
turned the stamps back to the clerk at the 
window because they we re not perfect. This 
is absolutely fa lse, for at the time that I 
made my purchase there was no line and no 
one was ahead of me at the window. Can 
you imagine the post office trying to resell a 
sheet of stamps that had been once refused 
for being imperfect by having the airplane 
upside down?" 

One, w ho has followed the history of this 
famous stamp as we have, could add more 
apocryphal stories to the ones Robey heard 
in 1938. Through the urging and encourage­
ment of many philatelic friend s, we have de­
cided to try to record an authoritative article 
based upon the actu al facts and events con­
ce rning this famous stamp. 

The Problem 
Most philatelists believe th a t the greatest 

gaps in our knowledge about the stamps we 
collect concern the earliest issues from th e 
19th century, w hen phil ately was beginning, 
and very few had the foresight to record 
th eir knowledge because in those early d ays 
few could visualize th e extent to w hich phi­
lately would grow . By the beginning of the 
20th century, many stamp publications had ap­
peared w ith more th an a few good w riters 
as well as some excellent handbooks by great 

1 "Weekly Philatelic Gossip" Feb. 19, 1938. 
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philatelic authorities. So by I9I 8, phila tely 
had m any periodicals and w riters. But as fa r 
as th e 24c invert is concerned, it is surpris­
ing th at non e of the knowledgeable s t amp 
collectors and dealers, who had a hand in 
the sale of Robey's sheet , ever bothered to 
reco rd their knowledge of a st amp th at they 
certainly should have know n would turn out 
to be one of philately's brightes t st ar s. Some 
did w rite of a r a th er unimportant incident , 
or th e sale of a particular copy or piece. 
But many of th e matters unclear to present­
day collectors, could have been made known 
if th ose, wh o had fi rst-hand knowledge of this 
st amp w hen it was issued, had recorded wh at 
happened. Th erefore, there are only one or 
two w ritten sources of in fo rm ation available. 
One is the 1938 reminiscences of th e purchas­
er , W . T. R obey1, w ritten twenty years af ter 
his find. L ater on we shall show how h is 
memory sometimes betr ayed him. But in th e 
main , his account is very important because 
it offers much first-h and information and 
gives th e student other important clues. 

Much th at has been put in th is a rticle, 
th ere fo re, has been th e result of years of 
work. First of all, we began saving cl ip­
pings of stories about this st amp some years 
ago. Then older phil atel ist s, w ho h ad saved 
similar materi al of ea rlier yea rs, w ere kind 
enough to give us their fi les because of our 
interest in air m ai l st amps. And fin ally, in 
gath erings of philateli sts like here at th e Col­
lectors Club, we would meet a dealer or col­
lector , w ho w as an actu al participant as 
early as I9I 8 in some of the events or deal­
ings th at took place in connection w ith this 
fa mous stamp . Often we m ade notes of w hat 
was said . Then as copies of th e st amp 
changed hand s, usually through auction sales 
of st amp dealers, we contacted them for any 
inform ation. One of the most helpful things, 
done in I91 8, w as th e numbering of each of 
the cop ies in the sheet of IOO on the gum side 
before the sheet was broken up. This work 
is attributed to the fo resight of Eugene Klein , 
the Philadelphia dealer w ho bought the full 
sheet from R obey. With every copy having 
a number*, one can keep much better track 
of both th e w hole and th e parts of th e 24c 
invert. shee t. 

* This numbe ring was done ligh t ly in penci l , so that 
by now some co pies t hat have had much handling no 
longe r show the ir pos ition number. 

Ours was a slow, tedious t ask done w ith 
th e hope that some day all the data accumu­
lated could be assembled into a reasonably 
comprehensive and in fo rm ative story fo r pub­
lication. The acknowledgments at th e end 
of this a rticle give the reader an indication 
of th e scope of this wo rk. 

Background-Befo re May 1, 191 8 

Sir Winston Chu rch ill in th e preface of his 
m assive works on W orld W ar II wro te th a t 
no story is complete wi th out proper knowl­
edge of the backgroun d. Following these 
wo rd s of w isdom, let us set th e scene lead­
ing up to th e day in I9 I8 w hen a compara­
tively unknown and inexpe rienced stamp col­
lector bought th e fa mous sheet of IOO wi th 
th e inver ted centers. 

The U nited States w ith its all ies, G reat 
Brita in and F rance, was making an all-out 
effort to w in victory in Wo rld War I. The 
airplane no longe r se rved as a contraption 
fo r th e stunt fl yer. By now it had become 
an important weapon in war . It is interes t­
ing to note how often a similar pattern re­
peats itself. Fo r instance, W orld W ar II 
saw the int roduction of atomic powe r w ith 
th e unbelievably destructive bomb. But some 
we re even th en th inking of turning this 
power to peacetime uses. A simila r situation 
ex isted back in I 9 18, w hen some people be­
gan to think of th e airplane not as a weapon 
of war and des tructio n, but of se rvice to 
mankind in peace time. 

So ea rly in 19I8 in th e mids t of our coun­
try's strenuous efforts to gain victory, a bill 
was int roduced in Congress to in augu rate th e 
fir st civili an regul arly sched uled ai r mai l 
se rvice. One would have been wise to pre­
dict th a t Congress would not be side tr acked 
f rom important war legisla tion to pass a bill 
calling fo r civilian air mail , but postpone it 
until after th e war was over. 

This bill mentioned th at th e firs t route 
would be from New Yo rk, N. Y . to W ash­
ington, D . C., via Phil adelphia, P a. R e­
ports were circul ated, shortly af ter the in­
t roduction of this bill , th at th e P ost O ffice 
D epartment had begun wo rk on a new stamp 
fo r this service. Also th ere were intimations 
of a special 24-cent mail r ate for letters 
we ighing up to I oz. th at would cover the 
fi r st-cl ass fee plus a I O-cent special delivery 
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fee. L ater events proved these reports sub­
stantially correct. 

Then we find no reports of any furth er 
action. The bill lay dormant. In fact, one 
of the most authoritative philatelic writers 
on U. S. st amps of this time, Mr. Joseph B. 
Leavy of W ashington, D. C., mocked the 
whole idea when he wrote in April, 1918 the 
following2 : 

"Aeroplane Post . Considerable has re-
cently been written in the daily press, and 
some little in th e phil atelic press about the 
establishment of an Aerial Post between 
W ashington and New York, and the issuance 
of a special 24c denomination . . . 

"So fa r the Post Office Department has 
not even issued instnictions for the manu­
fac ture of a st amp of th e 24c denomination 
. .. and if th e A erial Post is inaugurated on 
April 15, and the charge for postage should 
be 24c, letters will have to be prepaid by a 
combinat ion of regular postage stamps .... 
We trust th at the dealer who advertises to 
supply th ese st amps at 35c each, as soon as 
issued , w ill not keep his customers waiting 
too long. At present writing, we are in­
clined to believe he best advertise the stamps 
as a premium to be given with each package 
of 'sparklets' bought for children to celebrate 
the Fourth of July" . 

This April , 1918 accou nt was both right 
and wrong, as following events showed. Some 
enterprising people both in government and 
civili an li fe kept on wo rking for the passage 
of this bill. Finally on May 6, 1918, the 
U. S. Congress passed th e necessary legisla­
tion fo r this first "aerial post" and set the 
24c rate3• 

On May 9, 1918, th e P ost Office D epart­
ment in Washington , D . C. issued th e fol­
lowing announcement 3 from which the first 
portion is quoted: 

Special Stamp for A eroplan e Mail Service 
Office of Th ird Ass't P. M. Gen. 

Was hington, May 9, 1918 

2 "The Ph il atelic Gazette", Ap ril , 1918 p. u8. 

3 C OL LECTOR S CL U B PHILATE LI ST, July, 1935 pp. 
167-68. Some past writings on this first air mail 
stamp have given a wrong date for the passage of 
this bill. 

"r. Postmasters and other officers and 
employees of the Postal Service are notified 
th at the Department is preparing to issue a 
new postage stamp of 24-cent denomination. 
It is intended primarily for the new aero­
pl ane mail se rvice, but will be valid for all 
purposes for which postage stamps of the 
regular issue a re used. 

"2. A description follows: 
The stamp is rectangular in shape, about 

f8 inch long and ~ inch high. The central 
design is a mail ae roplane in flight. Above, in 
a curved line of Roman capital letters, are 
the words 'U. S. Postage' . Triangular or­
naments appear in th e two upper corners. 
Below the aeroplane, in a straight line of 
Rom an capital letters, is the word 'Cents ', 
w ith the numer als '24' within circles in the 
two lower co rners. The border design is 
r ed and the aeroplane is blue." 

From th e above one can deduce th at the 
production and printing of this special ai r 
mail st amp had begun , certainly before May 
9th. On May II , r9r8 Pres id ent Woodrow 
Wilson signed the bill making it a l aw. On 
this same day, the U. S. Post Office Depart­
ment issued this second announcement3 , which 
is r eprinted in full: 

"Aero plane Mail Service, 

Washington, D. C., May nth, 1918. 

"Aeropl ane Mail Service will be established 
May 15th , 1918, between Washington , 
Philadelphia and New York, one round trip 
daily except Sundays. Letters and sealed 
parcels, the latter not exceeding 30 inches in 
length and girth combined may be mailed at 
W ashington, Phil adelphi a and New York for 
any city in the United States, or its posses­
sions or postal agencies. 

"The rate of postage will be 24 cents per 
ounce or fraction thereof, which includes 
special delivery service. P ostage may be paid 
by affi xing either th e distinct aeroplane 
stamps or its equivalent in oth er postage 
st amps. When . the latter ar e used, the mail 
should be endorsed , 'By Aeroplane.' · Mail 
by aeroplane m ay be registered by prepay­
ment of IO cent registry fee in addition to 
postage. 

"U ntil further notice th e aeroplanes will 
le ave Belmont P ark, N . Y., and Washington, 
D. C., a t I r.30 A. M. P ostm asters shall in-
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fo rm th e public of the closing of th e m ails 
and th e points from w hich ae roplane mail 
may be dispatched. L etters fo r th e aerial 
se rvice mailed too late fo r A eroplane dis­
patch w ill be given th e most expeditious dis­
patch by oth er means, including special de­
livery." 

Otto Praeger, 
2nd Ass t. P ost m aster G eneral. 

Acco rding to the record , the st amp w as 
pl aced on sa le in W ashington, D . C. on M ay 
13, 19 18. O ddly enough th ere are no cove rs, 
kn own to this w riter, w ith this first d ay, 
M ay 13th, cancell ation. The st amps also 
were put on sale the next day, M ay 14th, in 
N ew York, N. Y . and Phil adelphi a, Pa. On 
th e following day, M ay 15, 1918, the first 
fli ghts with the m ail st arted from each of 
th e three cities, W ashington, Phil adelphia 
and New Y ork. So th e first fl ight covers 
a re cancelled May 15, 1918 w ith a special 
"Firs t Trip" cancell ation. There are a very 
few cove rs known dated May 14th. One was 
illustr ated and described in th is m agazine4 • 

It seems to be the only one so fa r made 
known to phil a tely. Others may exist. All 
thi s informati on is not irrelevant, because the 
sheet with the inverted centers ~as bought 
on May 14, 1918. 

To our knowledge, since th e U . S. Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing commenced post­
age stam p prin ting in 1894, no stam p ever 
was prepar ed and printed as quickly as th is 
1918 24c red and blue air m ail. Th e tim e 
elapsing between the fi rst anno uncem ent of 
the stamp and th e fi r st day of sale was less 
t han a week. This has an important bea r­
ing upon th e printing of one sheet w ith th e 
inverted centers. Mr. R obey himself r ecalls 
this in his 1938 account, w hen he w rote as 
follow s : 

It had been announced th a t th e new 
stamp would be in two colors and th e pos­
sibility of an invert was the cause of much 
widespread discussion. J us t a short ti me 
prev ious to this the fa mous five -cent erro r * 
had been discovered and the possibility of an 
inver t sl ippi ng pas t the watchful eyes of the 

4 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL I ST, 195 1 , p. 2 0 6, 

*The 5c errors are Scott 463b (Mar. 7, 1917), 
Scott ~82a ( March 19 17 ) and Scott 499h (Ma rch 
23, 19 r7). T he dates are those given in " the Scott 
U. S. Stamp Cata logue Special ized". 

inspectors in both the Bureau of E ng raving 
and Printing and th e P ost Office led us col­
lectors to feel such a possibility was greater 
than eve r. This country at th at time was in 
th e W orld W ar and the Bureau of E ngr av­
ing and Printing was w orking twenty-fo u r 
hours a day printing Liberty Bonds and new 
currency, besides st amps." 

It is import ant to t ake this into considera­
tion. Mr. R obey admits th a t he had hea rd 
previo us discussions in st amp collecting cir­
cles th at an er ro r ve ry possibly co uld occu r . 
So he and many oth ers m ay have been on the 
lookout. A noth er fac tor th at probably con­
tributed to the shee t having been printed in 
er ror was not mentioned by Mr. Robey. Ac­
cording to related accounts, the W ar had 
made se rious in roads upon th e personnel in 
th e Bureau of E ngraving and Printing. Some 
of its most skilled wo rkers we re serv ing in 
th e A rmed Forces or in wa r plants, being 
replaced by tempo rary, less experienced help. 
Th is coul d account fo r both th e likel ih ood 
of mistakes and less efficiency in inspection. 

So to sum up, th ere are three important 
background fac tors to t ake into consid era­
tion. First of all , there was the growth of 
aviation by 1918. In the second pl ace, this 
st amp was issued on such short notice. An d 
fin ally, w artime conditions had it effects 
upon th e operating efficiency of th e Bureau of 
Engr aving and P.rinting and th e P ost Office 
D epartment. 

Preparat ion and Printin g ( May 6 - 13 , 1918 ) 

Nothing could be fo und by us to document 
th e exact time w hen th e prepara tion of this 
st amp commenced . It is ou r guess th at the 
engravers began work sometime in April , 
1918, but th a t th e ac tu al printing fro m th e 
pl ates began around M ay 9th , if not the day 
befo re. 

T he names of some of th ose w ho prod uced 
the fi rst air mai l st amps are known.6 The 
vignette (the centra l po rtion with the air­
plane) was engraved by Marcus W . B ald­
win, whi le Edwa rd M. W eeks engraved th e 
outside frame and th e letter ing. 

The lowe r lefthand co rner of the margin 
of the sheet shows th e following initials 
(Fig. 9) :-S. D e B. These are those of the 
siderographer, Sam uel D eB inder. 

6 "Essay-Proof J ournal " Jul y, 1955 pp. 123-4. 
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For those who are unfamili a r with the line 
engraving printing process, the iderographer 
is the skilled operator who makes the com­
plete printing plate from the transfer roller. 
For l\ number of years it had been a prac­
tice of the Bureau of Engraving and Print­
ing to have each of those who prepared the 
printing plate engrave their initials on the 
pl ates. L ater , this was amended to have only 
the siderographer include his initials. It is 
our belief th at this was important in 1918 
because the 1917 5-cent error was made as 
a result of a wrong transfer. 

Certainly the printing must have begun be­
fore the U. S. Post Office Department's No­
tice of May 9th, describing the stamp, was 
released . Mr. J. B. Leavy, the stamp writer 
in W ashington prev iously quoted , seems to 
have been the on-the-spot reporter. He 
kn ew much that was t aking place in the 
Bureau . He wrote :5 

" .. . While a bill for the establishing of 
aeropl ane mail ... was pending in Congress, 
no action had been t aken up to May 8th." 

We are now going into considerable de­
tail about the printing of the first air mail 
stamp for a very important reason. We 
know th at many a collector dislikes his re ad­
ing about stamps to be full of technical mat­
ters to dull his interest, and have no desire 
to inj ect " fly speck" philately into this 
article. But printing knowledge often is of 
the greatest importance in judging the value 
of the st amps we collect. For example, 
there is no doubt in our mind that if Mr. 
Robey had known th e meth od of printing the 
stamps in the sheet he had bought, he would 
have been able to bargain better for its sale. 
(See Fig. I ) 

The printing was done in this manner ac­
co rding to J. B. Leavy :7 

"The new 24c postage stamps described 
las t month , were first placed on sale a t 3.30 
P. M. May 13, a t th e General Post Office 
in Wash ington, D. C., going on sale at the 
Washington branch offices and the New York 
and Phil adelphia offices on May 14. The 
stamps a re printed from one hundred subject 
plates, ten rows of ten subj ects each. The 

5 "The P hilate lic Gazette". May, 1918 pp. 153-4. 

7 "The Philatelic Gazette" June, 1918 pp . 191-2. 

border or frame plate, numbered 8492 over 
the seventh subject in the top row only, is 
divided into panes of twenty-five by arrows 
and guide lines, with a registering T at top 
and bottom center outside the arrows. The 
center or medallion plate, numbered 8493 
over the fourth subject in the top row only, 
has no arrows or guide lines but has a reg­
istering T at top and bottom center. The 
finished sheets of stamps therefore have car­
mine guide lines running through the hori­
zontal and vertical center of the sheet inter­
secting in the center, and ca rmine arrows at 
top, bottom, right, and lef t center, blue plate 
number 8493 over the fourth stamp in the 
top row, and carmine plate number 8492 over 
the seventh stamp in the top row, carmine and 
blue registering T's at top and bottom center 
outside the arrows. 

"The sheets of paper on which the stamps 
were printed were too l a rge to fit the pack­
ages for the sheets of one hundred ordinary 
postage stamps as delivered to the post office 
by the Bureau and had to be trimmed down. 
As everything was rushed to the limit in pre­
paring th e stamps and the smallest possible 
saving of time was a great factor, the last 
inside perforating wheel, both horizontal and 
vertical, was not set up, the cutting knife 
t aking the place. The margin of paper in the 
printed sheets was considerably g reater at 
top and right than at bottom and left, con­
sequently the top was pl aced against the 
knife wh en perfora ting horizontally and the 
right when perforating vertically, so that 
plate numbers, top and right arrows, and top 
registering T 's were cut away, and the sheets 
had a straight edge a t top and right. It is 
more th an likely that in perfor ating future 
printings the inside wheels will be added and 
the knives moved so as to cut just outside the 
plate number when perforating horizontally 
and cut sufficiently beyond th e st amps at right 
when perforating vertically to show a fa ir 
portion of the right arrow. 

" Bi-colored stamps are printed on the hand 
presses used for printing the bank notes. The 
border or frame is printed first , the sheets 
then examin ed and counted and delivered to 
the presses to have the center or med allion 
printed ; any defective shee ts having been 
thrown out , the sheets are dampened the 
same as if th ey were blank and are re ady to 
be fed to the press. In printi ng from a hand 
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press the plate is removed af ter one impres­
sion, placed on a heated block, re-inked, 
w iped, and then returned to the press for the 
next impression; this is all done by the plate 
printer. The plate printer's assistant feeds 
and removes each sheet to and from the 
press, her hands being clean; in feeding, the 
sheet is taken between the thumb and fore­
finger with the thumb just below the regis­
tering T and placed on the plate with the 
thumb just below the registering T on th e 
plate; this is the only method yet devised for 
correct registering of the medallions and n at­
urally causes many variations. 

Now let us return to Mr. Robey's inex­
perience and show how he fa ltered in regard 
to the printing. His account contains the fol­
lowing remarks w hen he is describing the 
events th at followed on the day he bought 
his sheet. Speaking about going to the office 
of a well-known stamp dealer in Washington, 
D. C.: 

"Present at that time were Mrs. Manning, 
Mr. Leavy, besides other collectors. All ex­
amined the sheet but no one would place a 
possible value upon it. Mr. Leavy stated 
that as the st amps were printed in sheets of 
400 subjects, it was apparen t that there were 
at leas t three other similar sheets. History 
tells us that three more sheets of these stamps 
were found in the Bureau and promptly de­
stroyed." 

One can see th at Mr. Robey was mis­
taken, but not misinformed. It is not likely 
that a competent philatelic student like J. B. 
Leavy would convey incorrect information to 
Mr. Robey. Mr. Leavy certainly knew that 
the sheets came from 100-subject plates, and 
not 400-subject plates-a misconception still 
held by Robey in 1938.* Obviously if the 
stamps were printed on 400-subject plates, 
there must have been three other sheets with 
inverted centers besides Robey's. So his 
bargaining power for the sale of his unique 
sheet was hindered by his lack of philatelic 
knowledge. 

* ~ven. at this present time, many philatelists have 
thIS mistaken notion. R ecently two of the largest 
New Y ~rk stamp dealers were surprised to learn from 
the writer that the I 918 air mail was printed on 
1oo·subject plates. 

How The Error Occurred 

If the U. S. Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing ever released any information ex­
plaining how th e sheet with the inverted cen­
ters was printed, this knowledge is not on 
any record we consulted. For some years the 
Bureau has been most co-operative with 
philatelic writers and students of U. S. 
stamps. Mr. J. B. Leavy was only one of 
many philatelists interested in the U. S. 
Bureau is ues, who was supplied with au­
thoritative information by those in charge of 
the printing and production of our stamps. 
Mr. Leavy is one of the few writers who 
ever discussed the occurrence of the error. 
We quote him: i 

"The inverts could have occurred by the 
assistant feeding the border sheets to the 
press in an inverted manner, but as the sheets 
are all sor ted and arranged in a normal man­
ner it would require an awkward, unnatural 
movement to invert the sheet in feeding; it is 
therefore not probable that th e assistant was 
responsible for the errors, but more likely 
that the plate printer reversed his plate in 
returning it to the press after inking and 
wiping, very easily done in the rush under 
which th e printing was conducted and re­
quiring no awkward nor unnatural movement 
to accomplish . Of course th e examiner was 
directly responsible for the inverts being de­
livered, but w hether normal or inverted the 
aeroplane is a t the same angle in the frame, 
and to one possibly not conversant with the 
construction of an aeroplane th e matter of the 
landing wheels being at top would not be an 
important point. Those fortunate enough to 
have seen the inverts real ize how easily they 
could have been passed in hurried examina­
tion. The inverted sheet of course has not 
the blue plate number 8493 over the fourth 
stamp in the top row but has it inverted be­
neath the seventh stamp in the bottom row". 

One has good reason to suspect that Mr. 
Leavy's explanation is based upon his own 
conjectures rather than any authoritative 
word from an official in the Bureau of En­
graving and Printing. We call attention to 
Mr. Leavy's opening sentence where he wrote 
"the inverts could have occurred ... " 

Years later this writer heard another ver­
sion wh ich directly refutes Mr. Leavy. This 
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Fig. l . The complete sheet of the 24c. air mail as sold on the first day. The TOP and RIGHT 
sheet margins had been cut off to fit the post office folders, thus leaving the sheet without 
any plate numbers . Illustration courtesy of S. Serebrakian. 
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-a ttributes the occurrence of the error to the 
_printer's assistant r ather th an to the printer. 

Some readers, who attended the 1947 In­
'ternational Philatelic Exhibition (CIPEX) 
'held at the Grand Central Palace in New 
York City, may recall the exhibit of the 
U. S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
there. During the Exhibition, at regular in­
tervals daily, presses were printing the 
CIPEX Souvenir Sheets for the public's edu­
cation. These Sheets commemorated the mo 
years of the first U. S. postage stamp. Re­
productions of our first 5c and IOC stamps 
were printed on each Souvenir Sheet bi-col­
ored, both in red and blue. The printing was 
don e w ith fl a t plates. 

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing had 
several operators of the press, w ho after dem­
onstrating the printing, patiently answered 
questions put to them. One operator, an 
elderly gentleman, was a veteran Bureau 
_printer by the name of J ames N. Thompson.8 

This writer was privileged to attend a 
-special demonstration for invited philatelists. 
After Mr. Thompson had finished and was 
prepared for questions, we, more or less in 
jest, asked him if he had printed any errors 
with the red and blue stamps on the I947 
.Souvenir Sheets inverted like the I9I8 air 
.:mail. 

Mr. Thompson replied th at he especially 
-would be ever so careful not to have anything 
1ike this occur because he was one of the 
J3ureau's printers of the famed 24c red and 
blue air mail back in I9I8. He then pro­
ceeded to offer his version of what had hap­
pened. He remarked th at due to wartime 
conditions many of the helpers were novices 
at thi s work, having been hired as substi­
tutes for the regular workers who had gone 
either into the Armed Forces or war work. 
He continued by explaining that as each sheet 
-was fed on to the flat plate press for the 
·p rinting of the frame in red ink, the assistant 
-would take each sheet printed from the press 
: and place them in stacks face down . After 
· the red frame was printed, the operator pro-
• ceeded w ith the second printing of the vi­
,;gnette in blue. The assistant would take 
•one sheet a t a time off the stack and hand it 
to the printer. Now the ass istant, either 

8 "Bureau Specialist", July, 1947. 

because of inexperience, carelessness or some 
other reason, took one sheet off the stack 
and inadver tently turned the sheet around. 
Mr. Thompson maintained th at this can oc­
cur easily. The assistant's work is routine 
and tedious, so that an occasional slip is not 
unusual. We all must remember that the 
printing is done with the printed side face 
down. One can prove for himself the ease 
with which such a mistake can h appen. Place 
a pile of paper of several hundred sheets on 
a table and proceed to restack them. After a 
while, one will find that, if he is not concen­
trating, he may reverse the pape r in restack­
ing. 

One further matter was pointed out to us. 
To guard against mistakes in stamps before 
distribution to the post offices, sheets always 
are carefully inspected. Therefore the gov­
ernment examiners should have detected the 
sheet with the airplane upside down. But 
all the emergency wartime factors previously 
mentioned could have influenced the efficiency 
of those examining the Bureau's printings for 
errors. 

Thus we have two different versions of 
how the error happened. Both Mr. Leavy's 
and Mr. Thompson's version are plausible. 
Lacking any documentary proof, were we 
asked to choose, we are inclined to accept 
Mr. Thompson's. 

At this point there is one matter concern­
ing the printing that should be stressed. As 
the sheets of 100 stamps came off the press 
af ter the final printing, each sheet had four 
ma rgins all around . On the top margin was 
the plate o. 8492 in red ink and 8493 in 
blue. But only one sheet, that with the 
centers inverted, had the plate No. 8492 in 
red on the top margin and the plate No. 8493 
in blue on the bottom margin. As mentioned 
before, to fit into the post office folders, the 
shee ts were cut on the top and right. Cut­
ting off the top margin removed both plate 
numbers (Fig. I shows this) , except for the 
one sheet with the inverted centers. Only 
the red plate No. 8492 was removed. The 
plate number at the bottom remained on the 
sheet with the errors. (Fig. 2 shows this) 

This fact could have played right into Mr. 
Robey's hands and made him luckier th an 
he ever realized. We hold a theory th at Mr. 
Robey was seeking to buy plate number 
blocks or sheets. We have read that his par-
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Fig. 2. The plate No. 8493 shown reversed on the block of eight that was sold in the Col . 
Green auction in 1944. 

ticular specialty was new issues of th e U nited 
States wi th plate numbers. Although th ere 
obviously could be no record of his conver sa­
tion wi th th e post office clerk, and his 1938 
account made no mention of his seeking shee ts 
wi th plate numbers, we feel th at th ere was a 
dist inct possibility that he had asked for 
plate numbers on the first day of sale in 
Washington, D. C. Th e only sheet having 
a plate number was th e one w ith the inverted 
centers. In response to Mr. R obey's inquiry, 
the post office clerk went through his stock 
and selected th e sheet with o. 8+93 in blue, 
the one wi th the centers inverted. 

THE Day, M ay 14, 1918 
The U . S. P ost Office D epartment's r ec­

ords show th at the 24c air mail st amp was 
issued on May 13th. It was placed on sale 
May 14th in W ashington, Phil adelphia and 

l ew York. The stamp was used for the 
firs t time on M ay 15th m flights between 
these three ci ties. 

As to what transp ired on th e firs t day of 
sale, May 14th, our best source of informa­
tion is Mr. W . T. Robey. Even th ough he 
recorded th e events from memory twenty 
years later , they seem substantially correct. 
There are a few mistakes, but none of suf-

cient importance. After reprinting the por­
tion of Mr. R obey's 1938 acco unt relating 
solely to his activities on May 14th, we shall 
attempt to correct th e few mistakes m ade b~ 
R obey. He wrote :1 

"Early on the morning of May 14, I went 
to the branch post office nearest my employ­
ment to purchase some of the new twenty­
fou r cent airmail stamps to be used to send 
cove rs to my friend s in New York and Phil a­
Gelph ia . This office was located at 1317 New 
York Avenue, N . W. , and was known as the 
New York Avenue Branch . Upon referring 
to the official notice of the placing of these 
st amps on sale we read in part: 'The s tamps 
for mail service will be on sale at the m ain 
office and th e New York Avenue, F Street, 
Eleventh Stree t and the P ennsylvania Ave­
nu e stations.' 

" Upon asking for these st amps, the clerk 
on du ty told me th at he only had a very few 
of them bu t was expecting another consign­
ment about noon of th at day. I examined 
the st amps that he had on hand but due t o. 
th e poor centering decided to wait until nooni 
before making my purchase. Promptly at 
noon, I returned to the post office wi th 
$Jo.oo, w hich I had previously withdrawn 
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from bank. The same clerk was on duty at 
the stamp window and upon inquiring as to 
whether he had received any additional copies 
of the Air Mail stamps, he reached dow~ 
under the counter and brought forth a ful~ 
sheet and my heart stood still. It was the 
sheet of inverts. It was what you migh 
call a 'Thrill that comes once in a lifetime.' 
Without any comment, I paid for the sheet 
and then asked the clerk if he had any more 
sheets. He again reached under the counter 
and brought up three additional sheets which 
he said were all he had. An examination 
showed these sheets to be normal. Had they 
been otherwise, I wonder how I would have 
paid for them with only $6.oo in my pocket? 
I handed these three sheets back to the clerk 
and then showed him the sheet that I had 
purchased and drew -his attention to the fact 
that the airplane was. upside down. With­
out any comment he left the window and ran 
for a telephone. Needless to say, I left that 
office in a hurry with my sheet of inverts 
tucked safely under my arm. 

"The thought then struck me that possibly 
there might be more of these stamps in some 
-other branch office and I hurried to the 
Eleventh Street branch, about six blocks 
:away. An examination was made of all of 
-the stock on hand, but failed to reveal any 
:Inverts. 

"Feeling highly elated, I returned to my 
'Office to show my fellow worker and col­
lector what I had discovered. He immedi­
ately left to make a search of the other 
branch offices. Then telegrams were sent 
to friends in both New York and Philadel­
phia apprising them of my find and giving 
them the plate number of the sheet. Next I 
called the office of Mr. Colman on the phone. 
He was not in, so I told Mrs. Manning 
what I had discovered , but for some unknown 
reason she would not believe me. 

"In all of the conversation had with the 
derks in the different offices, I never gave 
my name, yet, within one hour after my re­
turn to work, two postal inspectors called to 
see me. Upon investigation, I found that 
my fellow worker had given my name and 
address during his visits to the different 
branch offices." 

Of course, Robey's biggest mistake, which 
was discussed before at length, was his mis-

conception of the stamps being printed in 
sheets of 400-subjects. Another so-called 
slip in his memory is not of any great sig­
nificance. But it bears telling because it is 
interesting. It is said that Robey's office 
worker, who accompanied him to the New 
York Avenue Branch Post Office in Wash­
ington, D. C., was the one who innocently 
caused Robey all the trouble wi th the postal 
inspectors. After Mr. Robey had purchased 
his famous sheet with the inverted centers, 
he did ask to see more. And the clerk did 
produce other sheets for his inspection, all 
being normal ones. Then it is alleged that 
in his excitement Robey's companion said : 

" o, one like this", while pointing to the 
sheet in Robey's hand. 

Bang! went the post office window, so the 
story goes. 

Mr. Robey omitted to mention one sig­
nificant event, which has been attested to by 
the accounts of many ew York and Phila­
delphia collectors and dealers. When people 
in these two cities went to their respective 
post offices to buy the stamps on May 14th, 
they were told that there were none for sale. 
It is reliably reported that later that day 
word was telephoned to New York about the 
purchase of a sheet with the centers in­
verted. Those who had heard this rushed 
to their post offices, only to be told that these 
stamps were not on sale . Later on, it was dis­
covered exactly what had transpired. As soon 
as the U.S. Post Office Department in Wash­
ington , D. C. had received word of Robey's 
find, they immediately instructed the New 
York and Philadelphia post offices, that had 
received stocks of this stamp, not to sell them 
but return all stocks to Washington. New 
York, Philadelphia and Washington were the 
only three places where the new air mail 
stamps were placed on sale May 14th. 

The following is what Mr. Leavy wrote 
about this: 7 

"At present wntmg one complete sheet is 
known to have reached the public, having 
been sold at the New York Avenue branch 
post office in Washington, D. C. on the morn­
ing of May 14. Naturally the Post Office 
Department heard of the find shortly after it 
occurred and issued instructions to have the 
small remaining Washington stock carefully 
examined and telegraphed to New York and 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. II 



U.S.--THE 24c AIR MAIL I NVE RT E D CENTER 
Philadelphi a to examine stock for inverted 
sheets and return for redemption any found. 
But th e one shee t sold is known to have been 
found in supplies delivered to the Washing­
ton post office, and none have been returned 
for redemption from New York or Philadel­
phi a. As none of the initial supply to New 
York was sold directly to the public, the 
stamps being affixed to the letters by post 
office employees, and as the st amps in Phila­
delphia were wi thdr awn from sale for an 
hou r or so until th ey co uld be examined , it 
is fa irly safe to say th at no inverts were de­
live red to New York or Phil adelphi a. In th e 
small stock of the first printing w hich re­
mained in the vaults at th e Bureau three 
shee ts of inverts were found , each stamp of 
which was heavily blue penciled before being 
consigned to the mace rator. " 

As for th e final st a tement by Mr. Leavy in 
the above quotation , this has never been con­
firmed to our knowledge. Lacking any offi­
cial word or documentat ion, a matter like 
this mu st remain one of conj ecture. L ater on 
we shall set forth proof w hy th ere is only 
one sheet with th e inverted centers, despite 
recurring rumors th at more exist, or ever 
did exist. 

May 15 to May 21, 1918 
Trying to follow the hi story of this famous 

sheet w ith the inverted centers in chrono­
logical order, th is period of one week is now 
discussed. It covers the time from w hen Mr. 
Robey had purchased his sheet until he had 
sold it to a Philadelphi a st amp dealer, Eugene 
Klein, fo r $ I 5,000 net ting the buyer a profit 
of $14,976 on his $24 investment. 

We are only conce rn ed wi th the normal 
stamps except in so far as they have a direct 
bearing upon th e inverts. A brief mention 
may be made that af ter May 14th the 
Bureau, to prevent any more errors with in­
verted centers, ord ered th e word "Top" to 
be engraved on the plate. U pon further re­
flection, th e Bureau did not think one "Top" 
was a sufficient precaution, and so ordered a 
new engraving with the word "Top" twice 
fo r both printing operations. 

As fo r the use of the 24c air m ai l of 1918, 
the first flights commenced on M ay 15th as 
scheduled . There was a mishap with the 
mail on the Washington-New York leg, caus­
ing a day's delay in the delivery. Many cov-

ers were prepared for these flights and sur­
vive for collectors. But all the stamps are 
the norm al varieties. Tone w ith inverted 
centers were used on this mail. 

Mr. W. T. Robey recalls his experiences 
with his sheet as follows: 

"At that time, the late Percy Mann, of 
Philadelphi a, was conducting the new issue 
column of M ekeel's Weekly. A telegram 
was sent him about the find, requesting him 
to give proper notice of same in his column. 

"The nex t day, a reply was received from 
Mr. Mann, in which he stated that he was 
coming to W ashington th at day and would 
call on me th at evening. After making an 
examin at ion of th e sheet, Mr. Mann stated 
th a t he was prepa red to offer me $10,000.00 
for same and would I accept th at sum? I 
told him th at I had made up my mind to go 
to New York and see w hat I might possibly 
get for th e sheet there. He then requested 
th at if , in th e event his offer was equalled, 
o r bettered , by anyone in New York, th at I 
inform him of such either by phone or tele­
graph and give him the opportunity to m ake 
a further bid for the sheet. This I promised 
to do. During the course of my conversa­
tion with Mr. Mann, I learned that the sale 
of th ese st amps was stopped in both New 
York and Philadelphia for over two hours 
on the previous day and th at collectors and 
dealers were at a loss to understand why. 
After the receipt of my telegram he said 
that he readily understood why the sale had 
been temporarily stopped. 

"Th e next day was Friday, and as pre­
viously ar ranged I left for New York that 
afternoon, arriving about 9 P . M. Awaiting 
me at my hotel we re Percy Doane, the well 
known dealer, and Elliott Perry, " Himself". 
My fa me had preceded me and naturally 
th ey w ished to see the sheet. I was asked 
by th em if any offer had been made for the 
sheet, and I informed them th at I had re· 
fu sed $10,000.00. 

" Bright and early the next morning, I 
started ou t to try my luck in disposing of 
the sheet. My first stop was at the office of 
the ultimate buyer, Col. E. H. R . Green at 
1 r r Broadway, w here I was informed that 
he was out of the city. Next, I went to the 
office of Stanley Gibbons, which was at that 
time m anaged by Mr. Eustace B. Power , who 
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has frequently condemned all Twentieth 
Century issues of st amps. At that time Mr. 
Power was a grea t humorist. Imagine him 
offering $250.00 for $24.00 face value of 
"Twentieth Century trash." He also sta ted 
that he knew of three other sheets of these 
stamps and was negotiatiing for the purchase 
of same at th at time. Wonder why he never 
bought them? L ater , I went to the office of 
the Scott Stamp & Coin Co., who only want­
ed to dispose of the sheet on a commission 
basis, refusing to make a cash offer. 

"Feeling rather low and disgusted with my 
failure to secure a decent offer for the sheet, 
I retu rnecl to my hotel and found waiting 
for me , Mr. John J. Klemann , who after 
exa mining the sheet offered me $2,500.00 for 
it. When I told him that I had already re­
fused $10,000.00 for it, he stated that I was 
cr azy and anyone offering such a price was 
also crazy. 

"That evening I phoned Mr. l\/Iann in 
Philadelphia and told him that I was return­
ing to Washington the next clay, th at while 
his price had not been equalled in New York, 
I had decided not sell the sheet at that time. 
He asked me if, on my return to Washing­
ton , I would mind stopping off at Philadel­
phia and have a further talk with him. This 
I agreed to do . 

"Upon my arrival in Phil adelphi a, I was 
met at the station by Mr. Mann and was im­
medi ately taken to the home of Mr. Eugene 
Klein. Mr. Klein, after looking at th e heet, 
asked me to set a price on it and I told him 
I would not accep t less than $1 - ,000.00 for 
it. After a consultation with Mr. Mann, 
Mr. Klein requested me to give him an 
option on it at $15,000.00 until 3 P. M. 
Monday, which was the next clay. To this 
I agreed and then left for home. 

" Bright and early the next morning, I re­
ceived a phone call from Mr. Colman, who 
asked me if I would accept $18,000.00 for th e 
sheet. I told him that I had given Mr. 
Klein an option on it until 3 P. 'I. and if 
he did not exercise same by that time I would 
get in touch with him. Shortly before the 
expiration of the option, I received a phone 
call from Mr. Klein agreeing to purchase the 
sheet a t the agreed price, namely $15,000.00. 
He asked me to deliver it to his office as 
soon as possible. 

" Promptly a t noon the next day, Tuesday, 
the sheet was delivered to Mr. Klein at his 
office in Philadelphia, receiving a certified 
check in payment. Thus, within one week, 
stamps that originally cost $24.00 were sold 
for a profit of $14,976.00." 

Most of th e dealers mentioned by Mr. 
Robey are now dead. The writer has at­
tempted to interview those who have survived 
to learn their version of their dealings with 
Robey. The impression this writer received 
from such talks was th at Robey did not 
realize some of the then existing influences in 
th e philatelic market that worked against 
hi s possible sale of the sheet. 

For example, Mr. Elliott Perry often re­
lates his memories of these May 1918 events. 
Mr. Perry maintains that he still has some of 
the original correspondence, but unfortu­
nately has mislaid it, not being able to make 
it available for our purposes. Perry describes 
Robey as a highly nervous man due to a 
number of causes. First of all, not long be­
fore May 14th, a shortage of funds had been 
discovered in the office of W. B. Hibbs & Co., 
the stock brokers in Washington where Robey 
was employed. Although completely inno­
cent, thi s shortage was found in the depart­
ment where Robey worked. As a conse­
quence , he was being subjected to an investi­
gation , an unnerving experience. In the sec­
ond place, the Postal Inspectors had been 
persistent wi th Robey in their attempts to 
persuade him to return the sheet to them. 
They were anxious to get the sheet back and 
were exerting their best efforts to accom­
plish this. And finally, Robey had a defer­
ment from the draft because of family de­
pendency. He feared that if news account 
were published mentioning enormous profits, 
he would be reclassified and drafted into the 
Army. As a consequence of all these, Robey 
was described to us as one in a hurry to dis­
pose of his sheet and get back to his job in 
Washington, D. C. 

Previous mention had been made of the 
5-cents errors found first in 1917. Perhaps 
some, after reading Robey's account of his 
experiences in trying to sell his sheet, received 
the impression that the stamp dealers were 
not too generous w ith their offers to Robey. 
This is understandable. 
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If one consults the stamp papers back in 
I9I 7, afte r the 5-cents errors were discov­
e red , he would find the first adver tisements 
o ffering one copy for sale at a price of several 
hundred dollars. Then later advertisements 
appear at progressively reduced prices along 
with accounts of the discoveries of more 5-
cents errors. Thus by March , 1918 the price 
for a copy of thi s 5-cents error had tumbled 
to a few dollars. In fac t, several stamp 
dealers recalling this period, insist that this 
5-cents error had become "a drug upon the 
market", wi th few interested in buying a t any 
price. 

In May, 1918 along came Mr. Robey with 
his sheet of th e new air m ails w ith th e in­
ver ted centers. One can picture th e recep­
tion he received from the de alers he ap­
proached. Not only from th eir disastrous 
experiences w ith the recent 5-cents error, but 
also believing th at possibly three more sheets 
must have been printed, th e st amp dealers 
were none too receptive. 

All so rts of rumors were being sp read. 
These also exerted influence upon the sale 
of th e Robey sheet, w hether or not they all 
later proved to be fa lse. Some of th em are 
so interesting that they warrant retelling. 

One rumor soon spread was th at the P ost 
Office D epa rtm ent upon many requests from 
collectors had ordered sufficient additional 
printings fo r phil a telists to buy th e 24c ai r 
mails w ith th e inverted cente rs at the post 
offices at face value. 

Another rumor seems to have been th e 
commones t. Daily wo rd would be spread 
among stamp collectors and dealers th at an­
other sheet or further cop ies had been fou nd 
in some oth er part of th e country. For in­
stance, we have of ten he ard it said th a t it 
was a regular occu rrence during this 19I8 
period to see someone rush into a ew York 
stamp dealer's office and exci ted ly report: 

"D id you hear that another heet w ith the 
ai rpl ane upside down has been fou nd in a 
post office ou t wes t ? It was bough t fo r $500 ! 
It's true. I just heard it from someone w ho 
was in Scott's office." 

Now even if one doubted this rumor, just 
hearing such reports repeated would engen­
.der a cer tain caution and conservatism in the 
mind of anyone approached to buy Robey's 
sheet. There was no reliable way of deter­
mining the sheet's uniqueness. The Govern-

ment literally had shut up tight as to what 
it knew. So if there were just a few more 
sheets out like Robey's , his asking price was 
exorbitant. 

D espite all this, Robey was able to sell his 
shee t to Eugene Klein of Philadelphia, Pa. 
fo r $ I 5,000. Mr. Klein, after this, continued 
actively in st amps both as a stamp dealer and 
philatelist until his death in I944· Although 
he frequen tly wrote ar ticles on stamps, he 
neve r w rote about his I9I8 purchase. This 
wri ter of ten wondered if in Mr. Klein's ef­
fects , which passed to his family, there were 
any correspond ence or other data that might 
add to our knowledge of this famous stamp. 
W e contacted Mr. Klein 's daughter, Mrs. 
A. J. H ertz of New York, N. Y ., who was 
most cooperative. She informed us that there 
are many boxes with records and correspond­
ence of her late fa ther, in her possession, 
which she and her husband are slow ly in­
specting for retention or disposal. The work 
is very tedious and slow. As yet nothing has 
been found about th e 24c invert. Mrs. Hertz 
assu red th e w riter th at if anything is found 
in th e Kl ein correspondence, she will happily 
m ake it ava il able for the reco rd. 

During th e co urse of our visit to Mrs. 
H ertz, she related one anecdote, which she 
said her fa ther of ten told when remember­
ing his fa mous I9I 8 purchase. We agreed 
w ith her th at it was a fasci nating tale, and 
if true, would afford us a further insight 
into Robey's character. Mrs. Hertz con­
sented to our retelling it. 

R obey came into Klein 's office carrying a 
briefcase that contained hi s sheet. After 
Klein had agreed to purchase the sheet and 
was preparing to make payment, Robey took 
his sheet out of the briefcase. But Mr. 
Klein, careful to keep this valu able sheet 
fro m damage and not hav ing anything before 
him fo r this purpose, asked Robey to return 
th e sheet to his briefcase and turn over the 
whole thing to him. Robey balked. He 
asked for ex tra payment fo r his briefcase, 
which was described as neither new nor in 
good condition. Robey asked Klein for $zo 
or $30 extra for his briefcase. Mrs. Hertz 
recalls her fa th er later often laughing about 
this episode, w hen he th ought back to this 
$I5 ,ooo transaction in l9I8 with the seller 
demanding a few dollars more fo r his second­
hand briefcase. 
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Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News 
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1 A New U. S. Invert. 
i4c carmine and blue 11d1h Inverted 

airplane iCI center. A f~w of tht remai n-
in~ copit• of lht only sheet found for ~ 

:~r: i:~1 f:~~1~;~~ ~~~:es with one :; 
C0Uectlon1 of United St :a tt~ ,T•tntieih L 

Century and War St<1mps will be incom- ·~ 
plttt without th is grut rarity. t ; 

ti 

EUGENE KLEIN 1 

1 ~1 M Ctle•tn11t llt rfft, PhllHelptlla , Pa. 
Cable Addrtu : KLEINSTA MP 

Fig. 3 . " Mekeel 's W ee kly Stamp News" of May 25 , 191 9 show ing that portion of the front 
page w ith the headline and Eugene Klein 's adverti sement . 

May 21 to June 1, 1918 

This short period of time, not much more 
th an a week, is now examined , because we 
have fo und th at most of the things th at hap­
pened af ter M r. Klein had purchased th e 
shee t have been incorrectly related or re­
corded. Most think th at Mr. Klein bought 
the sheet as Col. E . H. R . Green's agent and 
quickly turn ed it ove r to him. For instance , 
although Robey had nothing furth er to do 
w ith the sheet and knew little about what 
happened af ter he had sold it, he included 
this version in his 1938 account: 

"Later, the entire sheet w as sold to Col. 
E . H . R. Green, th e fir st party I tried to 
contact in N ew Y ork, fo r $20,000.00, w ho at 
the request of Mr. Klein decided to h ave 
compassion on his fell ow st amp collectors and 
give them an opportunity to also obtain some 
of these stamps. He realized th at by keeping 
the entire sheet it probably would never be 
worth much more th an he had paid for it. H e 
fur ther re alized th at breaking th e shee t 
would enhance the value of the stamps and 
th at he would be able to get his money out 
of it in tim e." 

In trying to fi nd out w hat t ranspi red at 
th at t ime, we came upon something qui te 
elucidating. One of the most popular s tamp 
weeklies at th at time was " Mekeel 's W eekly 
Stamp N ews". The erro r was bought on 

M ay qth . The first edi tion of this weekly 
that could have carr ied news about th is stamp 
would be "Mekeel's" of May 25, 1918. Sure 
enough, the headline in the May 25th num­
be r announced th e fi nd. ( See Fig. 3) . But 
of more interest is the adve rtisement of 
E ugene Kl ein found in the upper left col­
um n on th e fro nt page. This reads: 

A NEW U . S. I NVERT. 

2-1-C carmine and blue w ith inverted alf­
plane in center. A few of the remain ing 
copies of th e only sheet fo und fo r sale a t 
$250.00 each. Copies w ith one str aight edge 
$1 75.00 each. 

Collections of U nited States, T wentieth 
Centu ry and W ar Savings w ill be incomplete 
withou t this great rarity. 

E U GEN E KLEI 
13 18 C hestnut Street, Philadelphia, P a. 

The location of this 1918 adve rtisement 
se ts to res t a number of reports. D ealers 
and collectors have told of being offered or 
buying a copy from the original sheet for any­
w here from $100 to $300 per copy. The 
printed r ec ord show s the price at $250 per 
copy, $ 175 for copies wi th one st raight edge. 

T he June l , 19 18 " Mekeel 's W eekly 
Stamp News" carries a second E ugene Klein 
advertisement in th e same place. This read :. 
102 T HE COLLECTORS CLUB P HILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N O. I L 



U . S.--THE 24c A1R MAIL I NVERTED CENTER 
A New U. S. Invert. 
Arter w riting l&1t week'• ad \"ertl11ement 

I ~o ld the enti re •beet ot one h undred 2-!c 
with Inverted nl r plane to R phila telist . 
Con~equently , I a m obliged. t o cancel the 
prl<'<'B quoted . The purcba aer Incorpora ted 
a portion ot the 1beet with bl1 collection 
01111 uut borh:ed me to aell the balance 
tlwrehy g lv lnir collectors an op p9rtunlty t o 
Jt>ru re an otberwlae unobtainable stamp. 
1'rl<0<' on a pplication. . 

Collections of United State. Twentieth 
Cen tu ry und W ar Stamp1 will be lncom ­
pMe w it hout tb l1 great rarity. 

EUGENE KLEIN 
lSlll Cbe.tnut Street, Plllladelpbla, Pa. 

Cable Address : KLEINSTAMP. 

Fig. 4. Eugene Klein 's second advertisement in 
" Mekee l's Wee kly Stamp News" of June 1, 
1918. 

A NEW U. S. I NVERT. 

After wri ting last week's adve rtisement, 
sold the entire sheet of one hundred 24c 

wi th inverted ai rplane to a philatelist. Con­
sequently, I am obliged to cancel th e prices 
quoted. The purchaser incorporated a por­
tion of the sheet wi th his collection and au­
thorized me to sell th e balance, thereby giv­
ing collectors an oppo rtunity to secure an 
otherwise unobtainable st amp. Price on ap­
plication. 

Collections of U nited States, Twentieth 
Century and War Stamps will be incomplete 
without this great r arity. 

EUGE E KLEI 
1318 Chestnut Street Philad elphia, Pa. 

This June I, 1918 adver tisement of Eugene 
Klein (Fig. 4) shows th at he probably did 
not buy th e sheet as Col. Green's agent. He 
may have bought it w ith him in mind, be­
cause Col. Green was well-known at this 
time for his fabulous investments in stamps. 
But the sheet was sold to H etty Green's son 
between May 25th and June 1st. Another 
anecdote related about the sale to Col. Green 
is amusing, even if it is not true. Some deal­
ers, who had done business with Col. Green, 
told the writer that this collector was under 
the impression that he was buying a sheet of 
the 1901 P an American issue (the 2c denomi­
nation) w ith inverted centers. 

Another anecdote told to th e w riter by 
those famili ar with events at th at time repor t 
that Col. Green at firs t wanted to retain the 
entire sheet. He owned full sheets with the 
5-cents errors, especially th e imperfora tes 
(Scott 482a) and wished to keep th e one 
w ith th e 24c inver ts. After much persuasion 
he decided to break up the shee t, a very wise 
act as subsequent events proved. 

June, 1918 to 1942 

The 2+c air mail error mounted steadi ly 
in fame after Col. Green bought the sheet. 
Cop ies began to exchange hands every year 
at ste adi ly increasing prices. The story of 
th e find was told and re told with almost each 
teller adding something new. In th e 193o's 
it had become so garbled that Robey was 
prevailed upon to record the ac tu al events as 
they tr anspi red, according to his best recol­
lection. 

It was known that Col. Green did not sell 
the enti re shee t, but retained a part of it fo r 
his collections. It was reported that he kept 
this or th at. Robey said this: 

"Col. Green kep t a block of eight show­
ing the plate number at the bottom. This is 
the largest block in ex istence. H e also kept 
th e center line block, and th e two arrow 
blocks, twenty stamps in all". 

One knowing th e make-up of the sheet 
realizes th at there were only TWO arrows 
on the sheet . One was at the bottom next 
to the plate number included in the block of 
eigh t . The other was th e left arrow block of 
fou r from the center of the lef t sheet mar­
gin. (See F ig. 5) U ntil after Col. Green 
died and w hen his collections were sold at 
auction, no one knew exactly how many 
copies he had retained from the original sheet 
of 100. The Green auction sales started in 
September, 1942 and continued until March, 
1945. A recheck of th e 29 auction catalogs 
shows th at Col. Green had owned: 

8-th e block of eigh t wi th th e bottom 
arrow and plate number (Fig. 2) 

4-th e center l ine block of four (F ig. 6) 
4-the left arrow block of four (Fig. 5) 
4-the bottom left block of four with 

siderograph er's initials (Fig. 9) 
5-perforated copies 

13-straight edge copies 

A total of 38 copies. 
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Fig. 5. Left arrow block ( Pos. 41, 42, 51, 52) . Notice the separation of the horizontal 
perforations. Photo by L. W. Giles. 

Here we notice something interesting about 
the straight edge copies. Th ey did not sell. 
The original sheet had 19 copies; nine from 
the top row all str aight edge on top, the posi­
tion IO copy straight edge on the top and at 
right, and nine from the right all straight 
edge at right. Th e total nu mber of straight 
edge copies in th e Col. Green sales were 13. 

Simple arithmetic would show that if Col. 
Green owned a total of 38 copies, th en 62 
copies must have been sold to other collectors. 
But no one ever has bothered to ascertain 
if all of th e 100 copies of this famous stamp 
still ex ist . 

Now th ere were many kind s of rumors 
about some copies being lost by Col. Green , 
while in his possession , in all so rts of m an­
ners. One report st ated th at he had a few 
copies on his desk and a strong breeze com­
ing into his office blew th em away, never to 
be found. Another story, current in th e 
years und er discussion , told of th e sinking of 
his luxury yacht and seve ral copies on board 
being lost. Someone once said th at Col. 
Green had a watchfob made with one of his 
copies . And finally it was related th at either 
his w ife or secretary seeking a stamp to mail 
a letter used some of his 24c inverts for this 
purpose. Who knows if any or all of these 
were true? 

But this much is known. No one has tried 
t o account for all of th e JOO co pies after th e 
original shee t was broken up in 1918. 
Th rough th e courtesy of Mrs. Ethel McCoy, 
who had purchased a block of four about 20 
years ago, this writer has been loaned a list 
of all the owners known in 1938. It was sent 
to her by P. H. W ard Jr. , a well-known 
Phil adelphi a stamp dealer , who not only 
knew much about the dispos ition of many 
copies in th e origin al sheet of 100, but who 
also had sold some of th e choice items of this 
st amp . This list * follows below. It ac­
co unts for 37 co pies. 

February 26, 1938 
1.. _________ Mr. West , Phila., P a. 
I.. .......... M rs. Heathco te, St. P etersburg, F la. 
I.. .......... Mr. Ewing 
I.. .......... Mr. Honeyman 
1.. .......... Dr. Cole 
4 ............ Mrs. E. B. Stewart 

* This li st must be regarded for what it is, a com­
pi lation by one individua l presumabl y taken from 
memory . Since it is not documented , no one can 
vouchsafe for its accur acy. For exa mple, seve ral 
mi ss pe llings of names are noted. "Clatttl should have 
been "Clapp", while Sir Everaad , England refers to 
the late 1'Sir Lind say E ve rard", famous B riti sh air 
mail co ll ector, whose collections were sold at auction 
a few yea rs ago. N e vertheless, the existence of 
such a I ist is a ve ry he! pful guide. 
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Fig. 6. 

1__ _________ Dr. D. 
1__ __________ Mrs. McCleverty, England 
1__ __________ Mrs. FitzGerald, England 
1__ __________ Sir Everaad, England 
L __________ Mr. Hudson 
1__ __________ Mr. 0. 
r__ __________ Mr. James Helm 
1__ __________ Mr. Hayden 
L __________ Mr. P. B. Frelinghuysen 
1__ _________ Dr. D. 
J___ _________ Mr. C. 
1__ __________ Mr. Wilson 

, - -
' ' 
' • • • 

• • ·•--n:~m • • • • . ..,, 
............................ 

Fig. 7. Block with horizontal guide line 

46, 55, 56). Photo courtesy of Irwin Heiman. 

+·----------.1\/lr. Sinkler 
1__ __________ Mr. Sinkler 
r__ _________ .Mr. Clatt 
1__ __________ Mr. L. 
L __________ Mr. C. Smith 
1__ __________ Mr. S. Brown 
I ____________ Mr. Breuchig 
r ____________ Mr. B. 
4 ____________ Mr. B. 
1__ __________ F. R. Vernon-Williams 

37 
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Fig. 8 . Bl ock w ith left sheet margi n trimmed, not shown by the photograph ( Pos. 6 1, 62, 71 , 
72) . Photo courtesy of Prince ton Uni versity Library. 

C ol. G reen's holdings, af ter th e 1942-45 
auctions we re completed , showed th at he had 
a total of 38 copies, making a g rand t otal of 
75 co pies k nown out of th e sheet of JOO. 

Since th e receipt of th is list sometime ago, 
we have t r ied to check its completeness. Our 
extensive inqu iri es and inves tiga tions h ave so 
fa r disclosed a few cop ies omitted. Willi s 
F . C heney, a New Y ork dealer fa mili a r w ith 
many pas t sales of th is error wh en he was 
associated w ith th e la te Spence r Ande rson, 
r ecalls a " Mr. F ." owning a copy. M r. 
Cheney also thought th at a copy w as in " the 
Miller C ollection", property of th e New 
York Public Library, N ew Y ork, N . Y. This 
collection is exhibited perm anently on th e 
main fl oo r in the F ifth Avenue and 42nd 
Street building, and upon in spection, a single 
copy of th e inve rt was seen by us. 

Thus out of the original sheet of 100, we 
have been able to account fo r 81 copies, wh ich 
can be t abula ted as fo llows : 

7 blocks of fo ur ____________________________________ 28 

3 pairs ---------------------------------------------------- 6 
4 7 singles -------------------------------------------------4 7 

Total ------------------------------------81 

There seems to be little ques tion th at some 
owners have preferred to remain anonymous, 
not w ishing to disclose th at th ey have a c PY 
of this valuable st amp. Fo r instance, the fo l­
lowing in fo rm ation has come to us through 
Mr. L ouis W. C harla t of New Y ork C ity, 
a long- tim e stamp dealer. H e recalls selling 
« pair of th e inve rts in 1918 to a midwest in­
dustri alis t. M r. Charla t was commissioned 
to purchase a pai r w ith th e fi nes t poss ible 
centering, and upon his client 's instructions 
pa id a premi um price fo r a selected pair. M r. 
Cha rl a t has good reason to believe th at thi s 
pa ir still is in th e possession of th e o rigin al 
buye r. But th e 1938 list does not indicate a 
pa ir being owned. 

Also it is enti rely possible th at some cop ies 
a re in fo reign collections and have been fo r 
many yea rs. Some vete ran dealers th ink th at 
seve ral copies m ay be in European collect ions. 

T herefore all th ese recent investigations 
indicate the st rong possibil ity th at not all of 
th e origin al 100 copies have survived. But 
just how m any copies have been lost cannot 
be stated w ith even a reasonable deg ree of 
accuracy. 

Publication of an article l ike this of ten 
" smokes out" unknown copies. It is hoped 
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Fig . 9. Lowe r left corner block with siderographer's initials. 
Photo by L. W. Giles. 

(Pos. 8 1, 82, 91, 92). 

that anyone owning a 2+c airmail with th e 
inverted center will communicate with this 
author. We shall not disclose th e name of 
any owner without permission. Th e record 
of the stamp is th e important matter. Pos­
sibly a short addendum to this article might 
be published later on, if new copies come to 
light. 

This compl ete kn owledge is essenti al be­
cause if th ere are actu ally less than 100 now 
exis ting, such fac tu al data wi ll have a strong 
bearing upon th e value of the su rviving 
copies. 

1946 to The Present 

The 24c air mail invert met its acid test 
with the liquidation of the Col. E. H. R. 
Green 's holdings th at ended in 1945. It is 
well to be reminded that th ese auction sales 
were conducted during World War II when 
interest in stamp coll ecting could have been 
adversely affected by the all-out war effort. 
But this series of sales showed clearly th a t 
the 24c invert was firmly established in " th e 
philatelic hall of fame." 

Since then a t le as t a single copy of this 
valuable error seems to come on th e phil a-

telic market every year. L ater on we shall 
offe r some remarks upon prices. But one 
short observ ation can be made here. The 
price per copy shows a very s teady demand. 

By now th er e is 110 multiple piece su1·viving 
larger th an a block of four. Th ere are seven 
such blocks. From the original sheet, there 
we re only 5 position blocks th at one could 
collect. These are: 

I. The left arrow block. (Pos. 41 , 42, 51, 
52) (F ig. 5) 

2. The center line block. (Pos. 45, 46, 55 , 
56) (Fig. 6) 

3. The lower lef t corner block. (Pos. 81 , 
82, 91, 92) (Fig. 9) 

4. The bottom arrow block. (Pos. 85, 86, 
95, 96) 

5. The pl ate number block. ( Pos. 87 , 88, 
97, 98) (Fig. IO) 

Col. Green retain ed for his collection all 
of th ese position blocks, keeping the l as t two­
on the above list as a si ngle unit in a block 
of eight. But when this block was sold at 
auction in November, 1944, the upper left 
st amp ( Position No. 85) had beco me severed. 
( Fig. 2) It is alleged th a t one of th ose ban-
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Fig. l 0. Plate No. Block (Pas. 87, 88, 97, 98) . 

dling the Green material after his death 
was responsible for this accident. However, 
)Vithout trying to place the blame upon some­
one, the essential factor to remember is that 
this severance ended the possibility of own­
ing the bottom arrow block forever. 

This former block of eight with Position 
No. 85 already detached was bought in the 
Green auction of 1944 for $27,000 by a New 
York stamp dealer, Y. Souren. Nothing more 
was authoritatively known about it until 
195!. Dealer Souren had died in 1949, and 
his stamp stock was sold in auction sales 
commencing in 195 I. 

A previous article of ours had shown 9 

that dealer Souren had broken the block of 
eight into four parts as follows: 

I. Single copy Pos. 85 
2. Single copy Pos. 86 

9 COLLE CT ORS CL U R PHILATE LI ST Vol. XXXI, No. 2, 

p. 97 et seq. 

Description and P os . Nos. 

Photo courtesy of Harmer, Rooke & Co. 

3. Bottom arrow pair Pos. 95-96 
4. Plate number block of four Pos. 87, 88, 

97, 98 

These four parts were sold at auction by 
the Souren Estate. For instance, the arrow 
pair brought $3,300 in 1951. It was sold 
again by a new owner in I955 (H. R. 
Harmer Inc. September 20, 1955) for $6100. 
(Fig. II). The single copies were sold indi­
vidually in 195! by H. R. Harmer Inc. auc­
tions. The plate number block of four was 
sold in 1954 for $18 ,250 (Harmer, Rooke 
& C o., May 18, 1954). The total of these 
prices is $28,150 compared to the 1944 price 
of $27 ,000. 

It is also interesting to note that of the 
other position blocks owned by Col. Green, 
all but the cen ter line block of four have 
been sold again to new owners. 

The following information can be sup­
plied ab out th e seven surviving blocks of four. 

Latest record of ownership 

r. Left arrow block. 
Nos. 4I , 42, 5I, 52 

Sold on Mar. 25, 1946 Col. Green auction Part 26. (This 
block has been partly severed horizontally, as can be seen 
from the illustration.) (Fig. 5) 
Bought by Raymond H. Weill Co. , New Orleans, La. , in 
October, 1949 from a New York industrialist. Sold to 
a collector in 1950 and still in his possession. 
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Fig. 11 . Bottom arrow pair (Pos. 95-96) . Illustration courtesy of H. R. Harmer, Inc. 

2. Vertical guide line block. 
NOS. 43, 44, 53, 54 

Advertised for sale m April, 1955 by John A. Fox, New 
York. (Fig. 7) 

3. Center line block * 
NOS. 45, 46, 55, 56 

Bought by dealer Souren in 
ti on of January 8, I 946. 
New Yorker. (Fig. 6) 

the Col. Green Part 24 auc­
N ow in the collection of a 

4. Left sheet margin block 
Nos. 61, 62, 71 , 72 

In the Palmer Collection of the Princeton University 
Library, Princeton , N. J. Each copy is signed "Econo­
mist Stamp Co." The sheet margin has been trimmed, 
but this is not seen on the illustration. (Fig. 8) 

* In connection with blocks of four, it is intere sting to 
study how the stamp cata logs treat them. "Scott's 
U. S. Stamp Catalogue Specialized, 1956 edition", 
lists the blocks as follow s: 

C3a block of four ---------------------------------------- $20,000.00 
a. sa me, center line block -------------------------- 25 1 000.00 

a. same, margin block of 4 blue Pii ------ 2s,ooo.oo 

At present there are /011r position blocks of + 
known to exist. However, for some unexplained 
reason the Scott catalog li sts and prices on ly two. 
For instance, the block with the plate number, priced 
at $2s,ooo in italics, was sold for $ 18,250 in 1954. 

But the unlisted bottom left corner block sold for 
$22,ooo in 1952,-$3,750 more than the listed plate­
No. block. 

This is one of those many stamp ca talog inconsis· 
tencies that often baffle phil atelic students. Why 
should only two out of the four position blocks be­
li sted? And, upon what data are prices based? 

And the newer cata log, "the American Stamp 
Catalog, 1955" (Minkus Publications ) happens to be 
inferior to Scott in regard to the I isting of blocks of 
four. This new cata log li sts and prices only a regular 
block of four and the center line block, which it 
prices at $27,)00, a better valuation than Scott in. 
view of the la st recorded auction sa le price of this. 
piece. 

Fig. 12. Pos. 21 with sheet margin. 
found in the lower part of the sheet. 

Notice the centering is not as good as with the copies 
Illustration courtesy of J. & H. Stolow. 
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5. H orizontal line block 
Nos. 65, 66, 75, 76 

Stolen from M rs. McCoy September 23, 1955 at the 
A P S Convention in No r fo lk, Va. P ossibly has since 
been seve red in to singles to prevent ident ifica tion, w hen 
and if offered for sale. (F ig. 13) 

6. Bottom lowe r lef t co rner block. 
Nos. 81 , 82, 91 , 92 

Bought by Ezra D. Cole on June 25, 1952 at E . Costales 
auction (Close Co ll ect ion ) as agent for a Western col­
lector. (Fig. 9) 

7. P late No. block 
NOS. 85 , 86, 95 , 96 

Bought by Raymo nd H . Wei ll Co., Nm· Orleans, La. , 
on May 18, 195+ at a H armer, Rooke & Co. auct ion. 
(F ig. 10) 

Some of the Col. Green single copies have 
had several owners since his es ta te was ~ol d. 

For example, th e Posi tion IO copy was first 
so ld in th e Green auct ion P ar t X of O ctobe r 
25, 19+3 as a ver tical pair w ith P osition 20. 
(F ig. 15) B ut because th e st amps offered 

s in gly brought more than the price fo r a 
pair, P osi t ions IO and 20 were sold as single 
·Cop ies. Our reco rd s show th at th is P osition 
IO (F ig. 16) was sold again a t auc tion on 
D ece mber I, 19+7. It was bought in 1949 by 
a new collector, who comm iss ioned its sale 
a t auc tion in June, 1955. T he la tes t repo rt­
ed buyer \\"as a st amp dealer , so th at he pos­
s ibly may have bought it fo r resale. 

Rumors Continue 

R ecent yea rs h ave not seen any recession in 
the rumors re lated nor th e inco rrect ve r sions 
w ritten abou t this fa mous error. A s time 
passes, th e story of w h at ac tu ally tr anspired 
has become so distorted th at th e true version 
h as beco me almost completely fo rgotten. 

l\ll any inst ances of ga rbled ve rsions could 
be cited fro m our co unt ry's most w idely- read 
publications. One could quote passages fro m 
" th e Sa turday Evening P ost", "Collier 's", 
"'Life" and oth er popul ar magaz ines. Also 
printed mi sin fo rm ation could be t aken from 
many newspape rs. In stead only a few ex­
ampl es w ill be ex trac ted fro m our lead ing 
.daily pape rs. 

"The New Y ork Times" of September 24, 
1955 included th e fo llowing unclea r and 
wrong informa tion w hen repo rting the th ef t 
vf a block of four at T orfolk, Va. : 

" . . . There were only IOO of th e prints in 
-existence at one time. The st amps o rigin ally 
w ere purch ased in 1924 by W. T. R obey" . 

"The Ch icago Tribune" ran a short ac­
cou nt of the sale of one copy, including the 
fo llowing: 

" ... or iginally bo ught in 1918 by a col­
lec tor from a disgru ntled pu rchaser for $2+, 
they late r sold for $IO,ooo ... " 

But we would give the prize for exag­
ge ration to " the New Yo rk H erald-Tribune" 
of November 2, 1955 for this : 

"T V's firs t snap at phil ately occu rs Sun day 
( 5: 45 p. m.) in a weekly fif teen-min ute 
show on WATV headed by J ack T aub, a 
st amp collecting expert. Premiere of 'The 
Stamp azine Show' will exhibit the famed ' In­
verted Air Mail,' a U. S. st amp w ith an up­
side down pl ane, valu ed at $400,000 ... " 

A rumor hea rd most fr equently is that an­
oth er sheet has been sto red away in priva te 
hand s. W e t ake absolutely no s tock in such 
a t ale. It is inconceivable th at w ith th e value 
of thi s error such common public knowledge, 
anyone, even if he we re exceed ingly wealthy, 
wou ld choose to si t w ith an unknown shee t 
instead of trying to realize upon its phenome­
nal value. They tell us th at the days of 
miracles a re not over; pe rh aps sometim e in 
the futu re anoth er sheet fro m private h ands 
may come on th e ph ilatelic marke t. We hope 
to 1 ive th at long. 

Previously bo th W . T. R obey and J. B. 
Leavy had been quoted abou t th ree more 
with inverted center s being fo un d in th e gov­
ernment's possession and destroyed afte r 
Robey's purchase. W e h ave pointed ou t th e 
lack of any docu mentary evid ence to sub­
st anti ate this. F u r th ermore rumo rs h ave 
bee n current for yea rs th at other shee ts w ith 
this fa mous e rror a re in th e vaults of some 
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Fig. 13. The " Ethel McCoy" block (Pos. 65 , 66, 75, 76 ) that was stolen from her exhibit 
at the American Philate lic Society conventi on in Norfolk , Va. on September 23, 1955. Photo 
by Boutrelle . 

-government agency or national institution, 
.and th a t such a sheet was fo un d after Robey's 
and heavily marked with crayon to prevent 
it from coming into phila telic hand s for re­
sale. W e have strong doubts about th is fo r 
th e fo llowing reasons. 

Over th e yea rs si nce 19 18, th e P ost Office 
D epar tment and th e B urea u of Engravi ng 
and P r inting have been most coopera tive 
wi th students of U nited Sta tes st amps. U pon 
requ est, no information tha t is avail able about 
tamps has been w ithheld to our knowledge. 

In view of this r eco rd , it is difficult to be­
lieve th at th e existence of heavily crayoned 
sheet wi th the inverted centers would h ave 
remained such a well-kept secret. One m ay 
prope rly ask: "Wh at has th e Gove rnment to 
fea r by disclos ing such in fo rma tion ?" Fu r­
thermore, th e exhibit of such a fabulous 
showpiece at one of our great intern ati onal 
phil atelic exhibit ions ,,·ould lite rally "steal 
the sho\v". The P ost Office D epa rtment 's 
exhibits fre qu ently put on public di spl ay at 
stamp shows inclu de m any stamps and sheets 

of g rea t value. W e can conceive of no logi­
ca l reason for not including a marked sheet 
of th e 19 18 air mail st amp with the inverted 
ce nters, if it exists. 

Th e w riter has directed perso nal inquiries 
abo ut th e ex istence of more sheets to officials 
he knows in the Post Office D epartment, 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing and the 
Smithsoni an Institution, all in W ashington, 
D . C. H e is pleased to have received per­
m1 ss10n to reprint th e contents of the follow­
ing letter , th at in our opinion cl inches our 
conte ntion th at only one sheet of th e 24c 
air mail w ith inver ted cent ers is kn own t o 
ex is t. 

POST OFF ICE DEPARTMENT 

ASSISTANT POSTM AST ER GENERA L 

W ashin gton, D. C. 

April 12, 1940 
" M y dea r Sir: 

" Your letter of April 4, m aking inquiry 
concerning the printing of 24c air mail st amps 
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of the issue of 191 8 with inverted centers, 
is received. 

"The Department 's r eco rd s on this subj ect 
are very limited. Practically all we know is 
that one sheet of these st amps escaped at­
tention at the Bureau of Engr aving and 
Printing and w as pl aced on sale to the public 
through the W ashington, D. C ., post office. 

"The oth er details requested in your letter 
a re not a matter of official record." 

Very truly yours, 

Third Assistant Postm aster General 

The Death of W . T. Robey 

In the discussion of the more r ecent events 
rel a ted to this famou s stamp, mention must 
be m ade of the death of th e purchaser of the 
sheet, Mr. W. T . Robey, who passed aw ay in 
1949. It was surprising to note th at phi­
lately had made so little notice of his death. 
" Stamps", a popular weekly read mostly for 
its coverage of st amp events and people, noted 
R obey's death with this obscure obituary : 

W. T. ROBEY DIES 

"Willi am T. R obey, 57 , of W ashington , 
D . C., passed aw ay at George W ashington 
U nive rsity Hospital on February 5, 1949. 

"M r. R obey is w ell known in philatel ic 
c ircles fo r his discove ry of th e sheet of 24c 
1918 U. S. airmail st amps w ith center 
inverted. 

" Mr. Robey has been in th e employ of the 
G overnment since 1935. H e was a regent of 
W ashington Chapter , Royal Arcanum and a 
member of th e P entagon Philatelic Society. 

" He is survived by his daughter M rs. 
L ouise A. Birch, and a g randdaughter , Caro­
lyn A. Birch, both of W ashington". 

As a matter of fac t, Robey seemed to have 
fa ded almost entirely out of the phil atel ic 
picture after his 1938 article. O ne fin ds ve ry 
l ittle mention of him or his st amp act ivities 
up to th e tim e of his dea th. It has been al­
leged in stories told to collectors th at R obey's 
li fe was not too fo rtun ate af te r he had sold 
his $24 shee t fo r a net profit of $ 14,976. 
This caused him and his family t o expand 
th eir mode of living so th a t the money w as 
soon spent. In time, he had little to show 

except th e fa me of his purchase in 1918. It 
is known th at since his death in 1949, no 
stamp collection belonging to R obey has been 
advertised for sale or offered at auction. So 
possibly at the time of his death, he was no 
longer a st amp collector or perhaps his st amp 
collections were of nomin al value.* 

Al so it is known th at Robey never retained 
a copy fo r his own collection. He proves 
this when in 1938 he w rote the following: 

"From the time I sold the sheet until this 
past summer, I had neve r seen one of these 
st amps. . . . The Collectors Club, of w hich 
I am a member . . . " 

A Tragic Loss 

The w ritin g of thi s a rticle w as t aking pl ace 
during th e summer and fa ll of 1955. No one 
had been of greater assist ance or more en­
couraging to th is w r iter th an M rs. Ethel 
M cCoy of New Y ork City, w ho had owned 
fo r many year s one of the 7 blocks of four 
of this fa mous stamp. Phil ately likes her fo r 
her gr acious cooper ation. Innumerable re­
qu es ts came to her to exhibit her r are piece 
a round this country. Most often she acqui­
esced giving hosts of people an opportunity to 
view a phil a telic item seldom seen. The l ate 
W. T . Robey included the foll owing in hi s. 
1938 acco unt: 

"From th e time I sold the sheet until th is 
pas t summer, I had never seen one of th ese 
st amps . Then, M rs. Ethel B. Stewart, a 
widely known collector f rom Newton, ew 
J ersey, w ho owns a block of four, was in 
W ashington and I had the pleasure of meet­
ing her. M rs. Stewart had her st amps w ith 
her, and once again I had in my hand s pa rt 
of th e or iginal sheet th at I had purchased 
fo r $24.00. 

"The Collectors Club, of w hich I am a 
member , was having a meeting th at evening 
and I invited M rs. Stewart to accompany me 
to th e meeting. She accepted my invi tat ion 
and took her st amps wi th her . Mrs . Stewart 
very graciously exhibited these st amps and 
th ere we re many present th at evening who 
had never seen any of the st amps befo re''. 

* Mr. So l G lass of Ba ltimore, l\ Id., well-knowi> 
stud ent of 20th Cent ury U. S. stamps, in forms us that 
Mr. R obey's widow resides in hi s city, and that he­
knows she has her late husba nd' s coll ection. 
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U.S.--THE 24c AIR MAI L I NVERTED CENTER 
The aforementioned Mrs. E th el Stewart 
later became Mrs. Ethel McCoy. 

We were about to conclude with the chro­
nological part of th e story of this stamp, 
having written about everything that was con­
sidered of interest , when on September 23, 
1955 we received a telephone call from Mrs. 
McCoy. This was not unusual because Mrs. 
McCoy had often phoned or 'nitten us, whi le 
we were doing this work, to impart some use­
fu l information about a 2+c invert th at she 
had either heard or read abou t. We cannot 
describe adequately our sense of shock when 
on this date Mrs. McCoy told us of the theft 
th at very morning of her block of four at 
the America n Philatelic Society Convention in 
Norfolk, Va . This news was heard wi th 
disbelief. And the more we thought about 
it afte r Mrs. McCoy hung up, the g reate r 
grew our consternation. Why would any­
one wish to steal this? 

Knowing well th e outstanding individuali­
t ies inh erent in this showpiece, one could not 
account for the motive behind such a theft. 
Objects a re stolen usually for the monetary 
gain through resale. Therefore, thi s robbery 
remains inexplicable to most informed stamp 
coll ectors and dealers. Even if the block 
we re separ ated into single copies, the indi­
vidual stamps remain identifiable. As for 
the lady owner, all who knew her felt th at 
this misdeed was more like a kidnapping th an 
the theft of a valuable object because her 
block of four of the 24c invert was such a 
prized posssession, not only for Mrs. McCoy, 
but for all philately th at so often was ac­
corded the opportunity to view this rarity. 
We illustrate Mrs. McCoy's block of four 
through her courtesy. (Fig. 13) 

And so we end the chronological portion of 
our article on this sad note . 

What Is It Worth? 

This famous air mai l error is known to 
stamp collectors and non-collectors all over 
the worl d. It is not an uncommon experience 
for a stamp collector to be asked the fo llow­
ing question by a non-philatelic friend: 

" I hea r that you collect stamps. Do you 
have a copy of th e stamp with th e airplane 
upside down?" 

Obviously of th e great number of stamp 
collectors throughout th e world, only a very 
few can own a copy of the air mail invert. 

Fi g. 14. A copy reperfo ra ted at the top. Photo 
courtesy of the Ph i.late! ic Foundation , New 
York, N. Y. 

Another common question asked by non­
collectors is: 

"What is this st amp with th e airplane up­
side down worth?" 

If th e answer were $3500 or even $4000, 
this figure would not be accura te because th e 
cond ition of all th e copies varies so greatly 
th at there does not seem to be a typical or 
average price. When one speaks of a price 
of $3500 fo r a copy, reference is to one of 
th e copies in better cond it ion as regards the 
centering, w ith undisturbed original gum, 
free from all defects and perforated all 
around. The $4000 price presently applies 
to a few of the finest copies in regard to the 
centering and w ithout th e slightest defect. 
The highest reco rded price for a single copy 
is $+100 at public auction. 

Many copies since 1918 are known to have 
been carelessly handled so th at new defects 
have appeared that were not on copies when 
th ey were in th e original sheet of 100. 

Then there were th e 19 straight edge 
copies, w hich from the very beginning were 
priced fo r less because collectors always pre­
fer perforated copies. Furthermo re some of 
th ese straight edge copies lost their origin al 
gum sometime af ter 1918, and this lowe rs 
th ei r philatelic value . For instance, Position 
No. I copy (Fig. 17), a very desirable posi­
tion piece, was described in th e P ar t IV, 
Col. E. H. R . Green auction of October 20, 
1942 as "with no gum". Original gum or 
''o. g.", as the st amp trade calls it, is an 
essential fac tor in determining the · philatelic 
value of an unused stamp. A straigh t edge 
copy without gum sells for fa r less than a 
perfora ted o. g. st amp. 
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Referring to defects, one finds mention of 
many copies in the Col. Green sales such as 
"no gum", "gum creases", "small thin spot", 
" thin spot" or "perf short". These are in 
addition to descriptions of the centering which 
never changes except as an individual gauges 
this. Thus one may deduce from read ing th e 
descriptions of the copies owned by Col. 
Green th at his stamps were not too carefully 
handl ed. How el se to account for so many 
copies, for instance, being wi thout gum ? This 
in turn le ads us to a second theory. It gives 
us some indication th at very possibly Col. 
Green did lose some of his copies because he 
did not exe rcise th e proper care that most 
philatelist s give to th eir more valuable phila­
telic material. 

Centering of The Copies 

Over the years, most all of th e 24c ai r 
m ail inverts have been sold through stamp 
auction s. This has been fo rtunate fo r s tudy 
purposes because w hen a copy is sold at auc­
tion, a catalog is issued wi th a full descrip­
tion. And af te r U. S. stamps were permi tted 
to be illustrated in black and w hite, all copies 
sold af ter 1933 were illustr ated in th e auction 
catalogs. One, w ho has managed to assem­
ble a number of some auction records from 
past sales, comes to th e following conclusion. 

The best centered copies of the invert were 
in th e lowe r half of th e sheet of IOO. Ex­
amine th e illustration Fig. 18. Also comp are 
the centering of the copies in the blocks that 
came from th e bottom part of the shee t with 
th at of th e st amps fr om the top row, th e 
str aight edge copies. The centering on P osi­
tion s I to 30 is much less desirable th an on 
the copies from Positions SI through 100. 

This explains why all of th e seven blocks 
came from th e lower half of th e sheet . 

It may be of general interes t to note th a t 
this a rticle includes the illustr ations of 40 
copies. 

Is This An Air Mail Stamp? 

Since this 1918 2-J.C stamp, th e U nited 
States has issued about 50 air mai l stamps. 
Our postal regulations require th at air mail 
be prepa id with the proper r ate. This may 
be done by either th e distinctive air post 
stamps or with th e ordinary postage s tamps. 
But th e special st amps for a ir m ail may not 

be used for surface m ail prepayment. Con­
sequently, all th e U . S. a ir st amps carry the 
inscription :-"Air Mail." However, these 
two words are not to be found on the three 
den ominations of the 19I8 series, only the in­
scrip tion "U. S. P ostage". But some con­
tend that th e omission of th e word s "Air 
Mail" on th e 24c stamp is not significan t, 
because the ai rpl ane in th e central design 
indicates the type of special mail service for 
which the st amp was intended. 

H owever, others have a contr ary view­
point, arguing that fro m a technical angle 
th e 1918 stamps a re not air mails because to 
qualify for this "it had to be a regular post­
age stamp, available for th e payment of regu­
lar postage in th e amount of its denomination. 
It would require an Act of Congress fo r the 
P ostm as ter Gene r al to have authori ty to is­
sue an air mail stamp and this was not grant­
ed until years later. The lOc blue map 
stamp of 1926 was th e first to incorporate 
the wo rd s 'Air Mail' . . . The 24 cent rate 
of th e 1918 stamp covered air mail and spe­
cial delivery service combined, making this 
technically our coun try's first a ir mail special 
delivery stamp".10 

In our opinion, philately seems to ove rlook 
such technical arguments, but instead estab­
lishes its own definitions, w hich in time be­
come a part of th e philatelic l anguage under­
stood by all. The most basic guidebooks for 
phil a telists a re the pos tage stamp catalogs, 
w hich list and price all stamps for collecto rs. 
Every ca talo g th at w e consult ed lists t he 1918 
issue of th e Unit ed States as air mail stamps. 
Therefore, despite any objections that in a 
strictly techn ical sense may be correct, phi­
la tely has classified th is I918 issue as a ir m ail 
st amps and w ill continue to do so. 

Fakes 

Stamp collecting is a delightful hobby offer­
ing both great enj oyment and the opportunity 
for study and education. Yet it has its un­
pleasant side. There are sharp operators 
who move into philately to practice decep­
tion upon the less in fo rmed collectors. Fortu­
nately, through its med iums of information 
and some of its institutions, philately has been 

10 "The 2 ~ c 1918 In vert" by Henry H. Huff. 
"Phil ately", J an . 27, 1947, p. II6. 
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very successful in combatting such trickery, 
but not in stopping it completely. 

Phil atelic deceptions t ake many forms from 
outright imitation , counterfeiting, to repair­
ing or restoring stamps to have them pass as 
a more valuable collector's item than they 
ac tu ally are. 

Reperforating A Straight Edge 

One realizes th at a condition quirk with 
collecting stamps is a lesser dem and for a 
str aight edge copy. Many cannot understand 
this. This is a fact, and a long explanation 
of th e reason for this unpopula rity is out of 
place in an article like this one. 

The original sheet of IOO cont ained 19 
straight edge copies, as previously stated. 
So a profitable operation could result if one 
bought th e less expensive straight edge copy, 
altered it into a perforated copy and then 
was able to palm it off successfully. This 
has been done. (Fig. 14). Fortunately the 
philatelic experts have detected this. The il­
lustrated copy comes from the files of the 
Philatelic Foundation, New York, N. Y ., 
whose Expert Committee has issued a writ­
ten opinion stating that the top margin of thi s 
copy has been reperforated. 

Luckily not all of the I9 straight edge 
copies can be reperforated. All of the copies 
from the right side (Positions Nos. 20, 30, 
40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 and JOO) are cut so 
close a t th e right th a t there is not enough 
margin lef t to add any perfo ra tion s. But 
stamps from the top row ( P os itions Nos. 
I to 9) have such a w ide margin on top 
th at a skilled fake r can reperforate th ese 
copies. The P osi tion No. IO copy can be 
reperforated on th e top, but nothing can be 
done with the oth er straight edge at the 
right. (Fig. 16) 

Manufacturing A Fake Copy 

A fake copy has been m ade of this famous 
error. The method used was not a new one, 
simi lar fakes havi ng been produced with th e 
190 1 Pan American Exposition inverted cen­
ters. The faker skillfully removes the center 
from a normal copy and then places the cut­
out center reversed in the frame. He then 
rebacks the stamp, regums it and has imitated 
a copy with an inverted center. When skill­
fu lly done, it is difficult to detect. 

Litiga ti on ensuing from th e purchase of 

Fig. 15 . Positions 10 and 20 in a pai r as offered 
in the Col. Green auction , which was then 
sold separately as si ngle copies. Notice the 
close ma rgins on the right but the wider one on 
the top. 

_, 
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Fig. 16. Position l 0 copy. Photo by L. W. Gil es. 

one such faked copy some yea rs ago is con­
tained in the Cou rt records. R eprinting all 
or parts of these records would not be practi­
cal in this a rticle because of space require­
ments. H owever, recounting what substan­
t ially happened is so interesting that we shall 
include it, knowing th at wi th out reference to 
the ac tu al Court records, accu racy wi ll be 
somewhat sacrificed. Never theless, th e story 
th at follows 1s believed to be generally 
fac tu al. 

About 20 years or so ago, a man walked 
into a stamp dealer 's office and offered for 
sale a copy of th e 24c air mail invert. The 
dealer, not wanting to buy this for hi s stock, 
told this pa rty that he would like to retain 
this st amp on consignm ent for a sho rt time 
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because he thought he had a prospective 
buyer. This was agreed upon. The dealer 
gave this man a written receipt for a 24c air 
mail invert at the asking price. 

The dealer at once wrote to his prospective 
cus tomer. But between the time after the 
owner departed and the prospect replied , 
someone in this dealer's office in spected the 
copy lef t on consignment more thoroughly. 
Only th en was it discovered to be a fake, 
made from cutting out the center from a 
norm al copy as described above. 

When the owner of this copy returned to 
learn if the dealer had been able to sell it 
to hi s customer, he informed th e seller of the 
statu s of hi s copy. But its return was re­
fu sed. The man maintained that he had de­
livered a genuine 24c air mail with an in­

verted center and had a written receipt for 
such a copy, not a faked one. The case went 
to Court and a verdict was rendered against 
the stamp dealer. The Court ruled that the 
w ritten evidence showed a receipt for a genu­
ine copy of this valuable error and the dealer 
had to make good . 

Since th at time, it is known th at simil ar 
fa ked copies of the air mail inve rt have been 
made. To the best of our knowledge, all of 
th em have been de tected by the philatelic 
experts. D esp ite the elaborate cl aims of some 
pseudo-scientific philatelic authorities, who go 
into long detail about th e use of expensive 
scientific apparatus like X-ray machines, any 
recognized phil atelic expert can spo t th ese 
fakes wi th ou t scientific instruments. A good 
philatelic knowledge is the best means, know­
ing w hat to look for. 

H owever since faked copies are being 
offered to collectors upon occasion, it is ad­
visable for any prospective buyer to secure 
the opinion of competent experts. 

Conclusion 

The relatively short histo ry of this 24c air 
mail invert has been sensational. As previous­
ly pointed ou t, there have been other U. S. 
st amps w ith inverted centers. Furthermore, 
th e 1871 issue of U. S. R evenue stamps pro­
duced 22 inverted centers. All a re valuable 
philatelic property. But from th e day in 
I9I8, w hen this a ir mail error was discov­
ered, it has basked in the spotlight of pub­
lici ty. From the first day it was a front-

page story, and has remained so. There 
could be some future U. S. inverted centers, 
although under present highly developed 
printing methods, this is a remote possibility. 
For many reasons, this air mail invert is "the 
star of the show." The other errors are more 
like the "supporting pl ayers." 

But another factor th at makes this 24c ai r 
mail invert such an outstanding phil atelic gem 
is the significance behind the stamp itself. 
This st amp marked the beginning of a new 
era in communication , air mail. This 24c 
stamp was the first issued by a government 
for use on a regularly scheduled ai r mail 
se rvice.* Looking back, one sees that within 
ten yea rs af ter this st amp was issued , a ir 
mail had received a r ather wide public ac­
ceptance all over the world . And after an­
other ten or fift een years, air post had be­
come one of our most important and popular 
means of comm unication. The economic, po­
litical and social ch anges brought about by 
this 20th century means of speedy communi­
cation is a long, fascinating story, too long 
to be told here. Suffice it to notice th a t it 
is truly rem arkable that the beginning of 
such an essential service also produced a 
most sens ational philatelic rarity, the 24c ai r 
mail with th e center inverted. It also stimu­
la ted one of the most popular philatelic 
specialties, aero-phil ately. 

If this story comes to a close on a some­
what ecs ta tic note, it is not because our emo­
tions have ca rr ied us away. The 24c air mail 
er ror has become an extraordinary stamp. It 
has cap tured th e imagination of thousand s, 
collectors and non-collectors. It has proved 
to be gi lt-edge philatelic property. Equally 
remarkable is the fact th a t despite so few be­
ing able to afford to own a copy, so many 
show an intense interest in thi s stamp. When­
ever this erro r is exhibited, it becomes the 
star attraction . or has it ever become a 
topic of philatelic con trove rsy. To one has 
ever questioned its st atus as a collector's 
item, wh ich cannot be said of many other 
fa mous s tamps . 

And what a wonderful medium of free 
publicity this error has been for philately! 

* Ita ly in 19r7 and Austria in March, 1918 had 
issued air mail stamps before the United States. 
However, both these European air mai l issues were 
provisional, not definitives, nor were they used upon 
a regu larl y schedul ed a ir ma il service . 
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Fig. 17 . The Position No. l copy. Photo by L. W . Giles . 
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Fig. 18. Left: a copy from the second row in the sheet. Right: a copy from the sixth row in 
the sheet. They show the difference in centering, those from the upper part of the sheet 
being far less we ll centered than copies from the lower ha lf. Photo courtesy by Raymond H. 
Weill Co . 

The most widely-read magazines and news­
papers run some story about this stamp prac­
tically every yea r. Collectors and non-col­
lectors in almost every part of the world 
know about thi s stamp with the airplane up­
side down . Its design has been used for ladies' 
and men's jewelry. Ash trays and other gift­
ware showing this error have had wide sales. 
One may call it "the K ohinoo r diamond" of 
philately. What better proof of this state­
ment can be found than the previously men­
tioned free booklet advertised on the back 
cover of American youths' most popular 
reader, th e comic book! Almost every one, 
whether or not a collector of stamps, wants 
to know about this st amp with the ai rplane 
upside down. 

Acknowledgeme nts 

As noted towards the beginning of this 
ar ticle, th e work of compiling all the data 
has progressed slowly over many years. 
Numerous stamp collectors and dealers were 
helpful in supplying information , no m atter 
how slight. The names of many dealers, 
who supplied pertinent information, are found 
mentioned in the body of this article. To the 

credit of the stamp trade, we cannot recall 
one dealer who did not quickly and willingly 
reply to a request for information. Special 
mention must be made of Ezra D. Cole, who 
not only worked long hours offering excel­
lent suggestions, but who also worked dili­
gently over the Col. Green auction catalogs 
extracting the essential data used in this 
study. 

Many collectors were helpful. One name 
stands out, Mrs. Ethel McCoy, whose great 
interest in this work already has been noted. 

The great philatelic libraries of the COL­
LECTORS CLUB and the PHILATELIC 
FOUNDATION were often consulted for 
reference purposes. Without the help of the 
Club's librarian, Mrs. Eldridge, we believe 
th at this writing on the famous air mail 
never "would have gotten off the ground". 
Thanks also to Eugene V. Connett 3rd for 
his editorial ass istance. 

And finally my sincere appreciation to my 
many air m ail stamp friends, those members 
of AERO PHILATELISTS, whose con­
stant encouragement of my interest in air 
mail stamps has been so stimulating ever 
since we first joined together back in Ig46. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. II 117 



The Collectors Inc~ 
22 East 35th St., New York 16, N. Y. 

OFFICERS GOVER ORS 
L T. G EN. C. W. WICKE RSHAM __________ Preside11t SIDN EY F. BARR ETT JACOB s. GLA SE R 

H . D. S. HAVER BECK _ _ ____ Vice President WINTH ROP s. BOGG S J ULIAN GRO S 

S TE PHEN G. R ICH _ ___ _ _____ Secretary RI CHARD s. BOHN H. D. s. HAVERBECK 

EowJN E . EL KINS __________________ Treasurer JoH N J . BRITT 

G EO RGE CAM N IT Z E R 

MR S. JOHN D. D ALE 

EDWIN E. ELK INS 

ALBERT H. HIGGINS 

MALCOLM G . O'REILLltT 

S TEPHEN G . RICH 

G E ORGE B. WRAY 

TRUSTEES 
RICHARD s. BOHN EDWIN E . ELKINS 

H. D. s. HAVE RB E CK L T. G EN . CORN E LIUS w. WI CKERSHAM 

PERMANENT STAFF 

Mrs. A. W. Pritchett, Execut ive S ec'y Mrs. ]. L. Eldridge , L ib raria11 

STA TDING COMMITTEES 1956 

Admiss io11 s 

Geo rge Camnitzer, Chairman 
Sidney F. Barrett 
Stephen G. Rich 

A w ards-C. C. P. 

Sidney F. Barrett, Chairman 
Louise B. D ale 
Eugene V. Connett 
John B. K aise r 
Henry M. G oodkind, Ad visory 

A ·wards-A. F. L ichtenstein Memorial 

John J. Britt, Chairman 
Richard S. Bohn, Vice-Chairman 
Loui s Stich 

Comm unity Service 

George B. Wray, Chairman 
John ]. Britt 
Harry Holman 
Anthony Scala 
Phi li p Silver 
Sol Whitman 

Constitution & B y-Laws 

Robert L. G ra ham, Chairm an 
John ]. Britt, Vice-Chairman 

Editoria l B oard 

H enry M. Goodkind, Editor 
W. S. Boggs 
H . D. S. Haverbeck 
Edwin Mueller 
Stephen G. Rich 

Education 

Mrs. Louise B. Dale, Chairman 
W . S. Boggs 
Ethel Harper 

Executive 

H. D. S. Haverbeck, Chairman 
John J. Britt, Vice-Chairman 
Richard S. Bohn 
Edwin E. Elkins 
Stephen G . Rich 

fl ouse 

J acob S. Gl ase r, Chairman 
Frank Glanz 
Albert H . Higgi ns 
H arry H olman 
Charles A. Lott 
:\I aj. Thomas Phillips 
Franc Ritter 
Sol Whitman 
George B. Wray 

ln surnnce 

Sol. S. Zipser, Chairman 
A lbert H. Higg ins 

Library 

Julian F. Gros, Chairman 
:llalcolm O'Reill y, Vice-Chairman 
W . S. Boggs 
Albert H. Higg ins 
John B. K aise r 
A. A. Lane 
Paul Lindenberg 
George T. Turner 
H erbert Woodward 

Pro gram 

H. D. S. H averbeck , Chairman 
Loui s Stich, Vice-Chairman 
Henry Kra emer 
Edw. Mayer 
Stanley Rice 
Stephen G. Rich 
John Rid er 
Ira Seebacher 
Maurice Tripet 
W. S. Boggs 

Publications 

W . S. Boggs, Chairman 
Eugene V. Connett 
H enr y i\l. Goodkiad 
H . D . S. H averbeck 
Edwin Mueller 
Stephen G. Rich 
John F . Rider 
Louis Stich 

PublicitJ 

Stephen G. R ich, Chairman 
Ira Seebacher 

Study Groups 

Malcolm O'Reilly, Chairman 
J acob S. Glaser 
Carl Pel ander 
Stephen G. Rich 
Armin C. Vogel 
George B. Wray 
Il 8 T HE COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. II 



BOLIVIA CHILE 

The Handstruck Stamps of La Chimba & Antofagasta 

By DEREK PALMER 

In th e late l 86o's Bolivia's only coast al 
province, ca lled D epar tmento Litoral, was a 
very sp ar sely popula ted r egion, consisting of 
vas t expanses of th e completely r a inless Ata­
cama deser t , w ith but a very fe w tow nships 
inland and on th e coast. It was no easy m atter 
to secure pe rsonn el to run a postal se rvice in 
so desola te a pl ace. And so, as a fin ancial in­
ducement, th e Bolivian auth orities, in M ay 
1872, decreed th a t postm as ters in th at prov­
ince could keep fo r th emselves the monies 
pa id to th em fo r mailing letters and th at , in­
stead of fra nking lette rs w ith adh esive st amps 
w hich, of course. would have to be accounted 
for , th ey could forw ard the mails fr anked 
with hand struck st amps. 

About this time, Chilean prospectors, w ho 
made up a la rge proportion of the inh abi­
t ants of this Bolivi an province, discovered 
silver inl and at C a r acoles, and uncovered im-

mense deposi ts of nitrate on the pampa nearer 
the coas t. A s a consequence of these discov­
e ries, ther e was a g re at influx of people from 
outside. The mining ac tivi t ies, which fol ­
low ed, created a consider able increase in the 
co rrespondence m ailed, princip ally from the 
small port of L a Chimba, one of the three 
ports of th e Province, th e oth er s being Cobij a 
and M ejillones. 

In the early days, prio r to 1868, all mail 
o rigin ating in L a C himba or th ereabouts, was 
sent by messenge r to M ejillones for despatch. 
But w hen steamers commenced calling at La 
Chimba fa irly r egul a rly, a local postmaster 
w as appointed, one I saac Alcalde, an em­
ployee of the nitrate company. 

The ea rliest hand struck stamps from La 
Chimba w ere a fr amed FRA CA, and an 
oval CA CELADO ; these a re known in 
both blue and black inks between March 
1875 and June 1876.1 ( Fig. 1) 

Fig. J . The earliest handstruck stamps of La Chimba . (Oct. 1875) : 
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LA CHIM BA AND A NTOFAGA ST A'S H ANDST RUCK STAMPS 
.• 
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) 

.... .-

.. 

Fig. 2 . The shortlived, dated handstruck stamp. 

Between April and June 1876 a much more 
modern type of handstruck stamp was in use, 
consisting of three straight lines reading 
"Correos de Bolivia/ La Chimba/date". This 
was impressed in greenish-blue ink and is 
known in two types, one wi th th e letters of 
LA CHIMBA are 3mm. high, the other 
4y,?mm. high. The oval marking CA -
CELADO continued in use. (Fig. 2) 
1 The dates of usage given are generally based upon 
the arrival backstamps. 

The third handstruck stamp appears to 
have had the longest life of any of those used 
in this little port. T he design was oval 
shape and bore th e inscription "Correos de 
La Chimb a - Bolivi a", surrounding a design 
of a two-masted ste am vessel. This type is 
known impressed in .black, green and bluish 
inks; it is found in combination w ith the 
framed F RANCA and th e oval CA CEL­
ADO already descr ibed, and also wi th an un-

Fig. 3 . The two-masted steamer design, the best known of the La Chimba handstruck stamps, 
!Dec. 1876). 
120 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. Il 



LACHIMBA AND ANTOFAGASTA'S HA NDST R UCK STAMPS 
Fig. 4 . The elaborate " Bolivian Arms" design , 
the first to bear the name Antofagasta , used 
in Nov. 1876. 

framed FRA CA marking. Covers are 
known used between September 1875 and 

Iovember 1877. (Fig. 3) In May 1877, a 
tid al wave, fo llowing a severe earthqu ake, 
overwhelmed the lowest Section of the town 
of La Chimba and washed away the build­
ing where the post office was established. 
In view of this historical fac t, regarding 
which there can be no doubt, one wonders 
how covers can exis t wi th th e steamer device 
handstruck stamp, used at a later date.2 

Was th e hand struck stamp itself recovered 
af ter the tidal wave had receded; or had 
covers been stamped previously and sold to 
the public, who used them later on? 

For several years, since about 1870 in fact, 
the name, L a Chimba, had been replaced by 
th e new one, Antofagasta. This change fin­
ally appeared on a handstruck stamp (Fig. 

'. 

Fig. 5 . The "steamer" design used in combina ­
tion with a new type of circular handstruck 
stamp; August 1877. 

4) w hich bore the word ing "Adman. Correos 
de Bolivi a/ Antofagasta", sur rounding a 
rather elabora te reproduction of the Bolivian 
coat of arms. This is known used in Novem­
ber 1876, in bluish-green ink, in combination 
wi th a diamond-shaped framed F RANCA, 
as shown in Fig. 9. 

2 The late Mr. E. F. Hurt, in his catalogue of "Locat 
Postage Stamps" (reprinted as Volume 6 of "Billig's. 
Specialized Cata logues"). l isted the L a Chimba 
"steamer" stamp under Boli via, but his reasoning for 
considering them as locals was at fault when he­
wrote :-"That this was a private enterprise is shown 
by the fact that no covers seen bear adhesive stamps. 
whereas, since 1853, the use of adhesives in Chile: 
had been obi igatory ... " La Chimba or Antofagasta 
was Bolivian territory at the time these handstruck 
stamps were in use and, until after 14th. February 
1879, the Chilean postal authorit ies had absolutely 
no jurisdiction there. 

~,,_AJL - ~-;z=--=--- ---·. 
Fig. 6. The octagonal handstruck stamp, with value Sc., about 1878. 
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LACHIMBA AND ANTOFAGASTA'S HA NDST R UCK STAMPS 
' 

Fig . 7 . The octagonal 1 Oc., used to New York and sent via Lima and London, Sept. 1878. 

A more simple circular handstruck stamp, 
with wording ADMINISTRACION DE 
CORREOS/ DE/ A TOFAGASTA, was in 
use in August r877, in combination with the 
oval steamer design, both in bluish-green 
ink. (Fig. 5) 

The third , and last, issue of handstruck 
tamps bearing the name "Antofagasta," in­

·troduced a decided change. There were two, 
-of similar design, and both had a value in-

cribed on them, 5c and roe., (Fig. 6) the neat 
·octagonal design has the Bolivian arms in 
the center, "Correos-Antofagas ta" in the 
"top and bottom panels, and the value repeated 
:in the two side panels. The letter "c", for 
1:entavos, not only appears after the figure 
of th e value, but also befo re it, in a reversed 
pos1t10n. Some of th e older catalogues listed 
a 5oc. value in this design, probably mistaking 
the "c" which follows the value, for a figure 
"o". The ink used was bluish-green, and cov­
ers are known dated between December r877 
and December r878. The cover illustrated in 
Fig. 7, addressed to New York, bears back­
stamps of Lima (Sept. '78) and London 
( 1ov. '78); it will be noted that postage due 
was charged by the U. S. postal authorities. 

Both the oval L a Chimba steamer and the 
'Octagonal Antofagasta handstruck stamps 
Jiave been counterfeited. (Fig. IO). 

With the increasing activity in the nitrate 
'business, which was almost entirely in the 
hands of foreigners and worked by Chilean 
miners, relations between Bolivia and Chile 
became very strained . They finally reached 

breaking point, when Bolivia decreed that the 
nitrate plants should be put up for auction to 
sa tisfy th e payment of taxes, which the Chile­
ans contend ed was an entirely illegal proced­
ure. A very interesting cover, both from the 
historical and philatelic aspects, is illustrated 
in Fig.8 (Ladislao Errazuriz collection). For­
tunately the letter, which this cover contained, 
has been kept ; it was w ritten on February 14, 
r879. It briefly describes the capture of 
Antofagasta ea rly th at very morning by Chil­
ean forces, "without a shot being fired ". As 
will be seen, the cover is franked by three 
Bolivi an 5cts. stamps, which have been pen­
cancelled ; it is backstamped Caldera 16th 

Fig. 1 0 . Counterfeits of the steamer device and 
the octagonal handstruck stamp . 
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LACHI MBA AND ANTOFAGASTA'S HANDSTRUCK STAMPS 
Fig. 8. A cover mailed the day the Chilean forces occupied the Bolivian port of Antofagasta , 
rare usage of Bolivian adhesives, pen-cancelled . Feb. l 879. 

Feb. '79 and Copiap6 r 7th Feb. '79. This is 
the only cove r , originating in Antofagasta 
and bearing Bolivian ad hesive stamps, which 
the writer has ever seen. 

"The Guerra del P acifico"- The Nitrate 
War-of 1879-84 commenced with the cap­
ture of Antofagasta, and th ere remains but 
one more handstruck stamp to describe, the 
one illustra ted in Fig. 9. This curious dia­
mond-shaped design with FRANCA in gothic 
lettering, so unlike any other Bolivian mark­
ing. It is known both alone or in combi­
nation with th e octagonal hand struck stamp 
previously described, and also cancelling a 

Chilean 20cts. stamp of the 1867 issue, on a 
cover backstamped Valparaiso 22nd February 
1879 (Harry S. Porter, F.R.P.S.L. collec­
tion). 

After February I 879, Antofagasta and the 
former Departmento Litorial, became an in­
tegral pa rt of Chile, and th at country's ad­
hesive stamps came into use for all postal 
purposes, thus bringing this interesting period 
of th e handstruck stamps to a close. 

Bibliograph y: Anales de la Sociedad Fila-
telica, Santiago. Vol. IV, No. 6. 
N arraciones H ist6ricas de Antofagasta, 
Isaac Arce. 

Fig. 9 . The diamond-shaped FRANCA handstruck stamp, Feb . 1879. 
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STAMP COLLECTING 

by ABRAHAM ODFJELL 

Of hobbies there are many, but none is so 
universally spread over the world, or in­
volves as many people as "stamp collecting" . 
The first impulse one receives is simply that 
of just collecting, a trait with which nea rly 
all of us are born. The second impulse is 
that of curiosity. When some of these quer­
ies are answered, then comes the endless 
fascination of collecting, the strong desire for 
more information, along with the pleasure of 
obtaining a rare cover or a stamp to fill a 
gap in the album page. Collecting then be­
comes a thrill. 

The question , "Wh at shall I collect?" is 
often asked. For a boy or a youth, I would 
advise "the whole world". One can get 
many stamps from many countries for one 
dollar or so. When sorting them, questions 
arise like-"Where is Afghanistan?"; "Wh at 
bird is this?" And so at the same time a boy 
or girl are collecting knowledge along wi th 
stamps. Of course, the home country, in 
your case, the United States, usually comes 
first, and w ith the hundreds of commemora­
tive stamps ava il able more knowledge is 
added to their education. Then one may 
trade, buy or sell, all of which adds to the 
charm of our hobby. 

An adult collector can help and gu ide a jun­
ior, but it is well for him to be cautious not to 
be pedantic. One of an experienced collector's 
rules should be sparing but sound advice to 
other collectors, because aside from basic 
training, stamp collecting is a matter of indi­
vidual taste and inclination. Of course, those 
of us interested in the Slime country or group 
can help one another and assist with informa­
tion concerning our particular field of interest. 
For instance, the Elmhurst Philatelic Society, 
Illinois, has formed its society into a group 
of collectors of Mexican stamps only with 
members from all over the globe. Through 
their journal, the "Mexicana", the members 
receive rather extensive information about the 

many intriguing issues of Mexico. Similar 
specialty groups have been formed for many 
other countries, periods or special issues, post­
marks or philatelic literature. There are 
groups for postal history, for topical collect­
ing such as religion , animals, arch itecture, 
shipping, or medical stamps, also for postal 
stationery, revenue stamps, or any variation 
which intrigues the individu al. We know 
the hum an mind can create ideas by the 
thousand s, all of which when applied to phi­
lately make it a personal one, free and un­
bound as no other. The students have a 
large field; just as explorers, they have the 
opportunity to use their proficiency and go 
into the lesser or unknown. People interested 
in a rt have inexhaust ible source material for 
their interes ts, viz: architecture, painting, 
drawing. It is the same for the music lover, 
the archaeologist, th e lover of flor a and 
fauna. There is no form of intellectual 
activity that cannot be exercised in philately. 

Stamp collecting has another name "phi­
lately'', which was given to it almost a cen­
tury ago. Under this name, it has been 
taugh t in cou rses in many schools and uni­
vers1t1es. Learned papers have been read 
and respected scholars have been produced. 
Many of th ese philatelic scholars have done 
much to develop philately by cultivating new 
branches of study, introducing orderly tech­
niqu es of collecting and raising the standards 
of philately itself. Further, we know that 
many past mistakes have been corrected by 
competent students. However, schol ars and 
students a re hum ans, so errors in judgment 
and research will be found in the future just 
as they occurred in the past. Thus there is 
a never-ending source of interest for future 
students. This shows th at philately is not 
easy, but this very fact makes it fascinating 
rather than humdrum. 

Stamp collecting is simply a pastime for 
most of us. Its merits are many, but it 
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STAMP COL L EC TI NG 
needs constant encour agement not only by 
the scholars of phil ately but also fo r th e col­
lector , the dealer and th e postal dep artments 
of th e governments. It is here th a t th e phila­
telic societies w ith th eir periodicals can be of 
such fund amental importance. With the is­
suance of scholarly magazines by equally com­
petent philatel is ts, our hobby w ill thrive and 
remain a healthy pastime fo r all its fo llowe rs. 

Among th e wo rld leade rs in such wo rk and 
guidance stands th e Collectors C lub of ew 
Yo rk, wh ich is now celeb rat ing its 6oth Anni-

ver sa ry in 1956-it being found ed in 1896. 
Its members own a practical and beautiful 
building at 22 East 35 th Street, N ew York, a 
w orthy home fo r this distinguished organi­
zation in the midst of one of the great phila­
telic centers of the world . 

Th is clubh ouse has been the meeting place 
fo r a number of phil atelic organizations, be­
cause th e Coll ectors C lub considers itself 
" the H ost to Phil ately". H ere v isitors are 
cord ially rece ived by the Collectors Club 
staff and members. T he building houses the 

An outstanding event in the Club's hi story. Bac k in 1951 , through a co-incidence, the 
ROLL OF DISTINGUISHED PHILATELI STS was bei ng returned from Toronto, Canada after 
Capex to England . Mr. Abraham Odfj e ll , havi ng been selected fo r this great honor, was 
visi ting New York. So the occasion was taken to have Mr. Odfjell si gn the ROLL OF 
DISTINGUISHED PHILATELISTS here at the Coll ectors Club, New York. 
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LEST WE FORGET 

(Continued from Page 86.) 

go th ou and do likewise. In recent years 
there has been an as tonishing reduction in 
the amount of space devoted to these matters. 

"The King is dead , long live the King" , 
is all very well as a political precept, but it 
should not apply in philately. It is up to the 
philatelic friends of the deceased, to the socie­
ties to which he belonged , and to the jour­
nals to which-over many years-he con­
tributed, to see that his life-long services to 
the hobby receive fair recognition. These 
people rendered the major services to phi­
lately. It may well be that in most other 
things they were just average citizens. In 
that event who else but their fellow col­
lectors can pay them tribute? To do some­
thing is easy. But to do real justice is not 
so easy, because the greater the figure the 
deceased was and the larger his activities in 
our field, the more knowledge of him and 
the more resea rch into his activities is en­
tailed. His character, his writings, his club 
activities, his exhibition experiences (to name 
a few deeds) each and all demand some real 
resea rch if a true picture is to be presented. 
The writer, of recent years, has frequently 
been perturbed by the scant obituary refer-

ences to people-and many were friends­
who spent a lifetime serving the hobby. 

These remarks extend to all stamp jour­
nals. The policy of the editorial staff of 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHLATELIST, obviously, 
seems in full accord with the writer's 
thoughts. But it has not always been so, and 
it is vital that it should be so maintained in 
the future. We know, of course, that "all 
the King's horses and all the King's men 
were quite unable to put poor Humpty­
Dumpty togeth er again." It is, however, up 
to the present generation to put together the 
records of these past ca reers and to put th em 
together well. Who knows, that, some day, 
somebody may write the biography of a phi­
latelist and may even write it in a sufficiently 
entertaining way to have people read it. The 
hobby could only benefit by such things and 
"fo rgetting 'em soon" is not only shortsighted, 
but damaging to philately because the real 
se rvices to it seem in vain. 

Lest the note struck by the writer seem too 
plaintive and perhaps too demanding, let him 
assure his readers that all he wants on his 
tombstone-assuming one be then available 
(or in THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST) 
-are the words: "He done his best"*. 

*For proof of this, see Vol. 34, pages 235-6 of 
TH E COLLE CTOR S C LUB P HILATELIST. (Editor) 
finest philatelic library in the country, if not 
the world. And it is in constant use by stu­
dents from every quarter of the globe. 

The building and its library are valuable 
properties; but in my opinion th e Collectors 
Club's most valuable asse t is the COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILATELIST which is now in its 35 th 
volume (in itself a jubilee). H oweve r, more 
important than the number of years are the 
contents of these 35 volumes. From the first 
number which I received , it has represented 
the Collectors Club in a splendid manner. 
Its format , printing, illustrations and its 
valuable articles have all been of the best and 
second to none. It has been a very important 
pa rt of th e volunteer labor performed by the 
members of the club, both amateur and pro­
fessional. The Board of Governors has been 
wise in its recognition of the importance of 
the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST and has 
not stinted in its efforts to keep the standard 
high rega rdless of the costs. It was a won­
derful thing to increase it from a quarterly 

to a six-times a year basis, meaning more 
quantity and better quality. 

The Collectors Club is such an important 
institution in the philatelic world that I am 
certain all right-minded philatelists will con­
tinue to support the valuable work it has 
done year after year-now a total of sixty­
to serve its members-to glorify philately. 

It is 35 years si nce I had the privilege of 
being accepted as a Collectors Club member. 
I have seen the growth of our club along 
with its philatelic activities, w hich are many. 
On my visits I have met the many members, 
both the modest and the prominent ones. 
They-past and present-have become my 
friends. The goodwill and cou rtesies shown 
me have been great, indeed. 

Therefore I take this opportunity to ex­
press my best wishes for the progress of the 
Collectors Club in the years to come, all to 
the benefit of philately in general and to each 
of its twelve hundred members from almost 
eve ry corner of th e world. 
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A UST RIA 

The Tokay Roulette 

By EDWI 

While the connoisseu rs of fine wines will 
associa te th e name of T okay with the famous 
Tokay wine, th e pride of the Hunga rian 
wine-growe rs, it has quite a different mean­
ing for the philatelists, and in particular for 
th e collector s specializ ing in the stamps of 
Austria. For th em, Tokay was the place 
where th e so-called T okay Roulet te origi­
nated, the only priv ate separation which can 
be fou nd on th e st amps of the 1850 issue of 
Austria. Every specialist of the st amps of 
Austria-and also th ose of Hungary, be­
ca use th ey consider th e Austri an stamps be­
fo re 1871 as forerunners-is eage r to include 
one or more examples of this roulette in his 
coll ecti on, a des ire, which owing to th e scar­
city of th e rouletted st amps, quite often fails 
to materi alize . 

Although the Tokay roulette for a long 
time has been known on th e Austria 1850 
issue, no serious efforts have been made to 
write a history of this va riety, to inves t iga te 
its origin and the circumstances, which led to 
its crea tion. Again the sca rci ty of material 
may have been the reason for this lack of re­
search, as well as the difficulty of locating 
official documents related to these varieties. 
At th e present time, the philatelic stud ent is 
further hampered seriously by th e " I ron Cur­
tain", because most of the official documents 
concerning th e pos tal service in Tokay, as 
" ·ell as a r a ther large percentage of cove rs 
with rouletted stamps, are in Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia, from which info rm ation is 
difficu lt to obtain , if at all. 1 evertheless, 
over the years we were able to study about 
forty covers as well as about 30 loose copies, 
which we es tim ate represents about 60 )"0 of 
all copies still preserved. And th e notes we 
have made about th em, together with the 
meager information , w hich can be fou nd in 

MUELLER 

th e Austri an postal files, will enable us to 
reconstruct the histo ry of these interes ting 
varieties, so by evalu ating the facts and data 
fou nd , we can arrive at important conclu­
sions concerning th eir manufacture and use. 

The Tokay roulette derives its n ame from 
Tokay, also spelled Tokai or T ok aj, a mark­
et vill age in th e Zemplen district of North­
ern Hunga ry on the Tisza river , w hich be­
came famous through the grapes w hich grow 
in th e vineyards of the neighboring hills and 
fr om which the Tokay wine is made, a 
vintage well-known the world over. In 1855, 
Tokay had a population of 5712, w hich has 
not g rown much since then, and which was 
still only 5844 in 1930. 98 % of all roulet ted 
st amps were used a t T okay, and only about 
2 % at H omonn a, w hich was a small village 
about 60 mil es north of Tokay. Use of 
roul etted st amps is also r epo rted from 
V ar anno, a vill age also about 60 miles north 
of Tokay and only 10 miles west of H omonn a, 
but we h ave never seen genuine copies used 
from th ere. Tokay was one of th e old est 
post offices in Hungary. It w as ope ned be­
fo re 1749, the year of th e first great r eo r­
ganization of th e postal service in Austria. 
In Homonn a, th ere operated only a postal 
agency which was opened on January 4, 1812, 
and was closed in 1839 but re-opened only on 
May 1 , 1852. In Varanno (Var ano) , a 
post al agency has ex isted since June 1, 1846. 
I ncident all y, Tokay seems to h ave been dur­
ing a cen tury the home of progressive post­
masters, w hich is not on ly proven by th e use 
of rouletted st amps. Tokay w as also the 
firs t post office in H ungary from which a 
postm ark is known, namely from r 7 52, only 
one year after th e first postmarks were intro­
duced by the Austrian postal service in Vi­
enn a, and severa l yea rs before postmarks 
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AUSTRIA 'S TOKAY ROU LE TTE 
came into use in Pest and Buda, the twin­
capital of Hungary. 

As is well known, Austri a issued its first 
postage stamps, the issue of June 1, 1850, 
-imperforate. But shortly afterwards the 
-intention to issue perforated stamps as soon 
as possible was making itself felt. The first 
forma l suggestion to make use of Henry 
Archer 's invention was made as early as Sep­
tember, 1851. On February 2, 1852, a decree 
was signed to the effect that in the future th e 
st amps shou ld be issued perforated. Al­
th ough th e first trial perforations were pre­
sented by the State Printing Works on April 
18, 1852, they did not prove satisfactory and 
furth er expe rimenting delayed the official in­
troduction of the perforation until November 
1, 1858, simultaneously w ith the issuance of 
th e second issue of postage stamps, in changed 
design and new currency. The first Toka\ 
roulettes appea red shortly afte r th e decree of 
February 2, 1852. It may well be th a t news~ 
pape r reports abou t the intentions to intro­
duce a means of separation in th e nature of 
a perfo ration were influenti al m the crea­
tion of the Tokay roulette. 

Consider ing the facts, which we co uld es­
t ablish from the study of the copies we we re 
able to check during the l ast twenty years, 
we come to five rath er surprising conclu­
s ions: 1. The Tokay roulette did not origi­
n ate in Tokay, but was first used in 
H omonn a and only several months l ater in 
Tokay. 2. The roulettes used in H omonna 
and T okay are identical. 3. They were used 
consecutively, and th erefore in all prob­
ability we re made by th e same person who 
moved from Homonna to Tokay. 4. The 
rou lette was applied by the postmas ter him­
self. 5. The postmaster used th e rouletted 
stamps only for letters paid for at the post 
-0A1 ce, and did not sell rou letted stamps to the 
public. 

Now we shall have to prove th ese five 
points, a task which in part is not at all 
difficult. All dated copies of the roule tted 
s tamps w ith H omonn a cancella tion were used 
in June I 852. We know no cop ies used be­
fore or afte r June w hich fac t explains the 
r arity of th e rouletted stamps wi th H omonn a 
cancell a tion. The first rouletted stamps we re 
used in Tokay only four months later-our 
ea rliest date is November 1, 1852-and the 
use of rouletted stamps continued for about 

two years, until the end of September 1854, 
our last recorded date being September 28, 
1854. A few examples exist of much later 
use of roul etted stamps in Tokay-as late 
as O ctober 1858- to which we shall refer 
la ter. The roulette of the stamps used in 
Tokay is exactly the same as that previously 
used in Homonn a. So this leads to only one 
conclusion, th at it was made by the same 
person. Considering the fac t that the use of 
rouletted stamps in Homonna stopped be­
fore it st arted in T okay le ads to the further 
conclusion th a t th e person who made the 
roulette had moved from Homonna to To­
kay, continuing the practice he star ted in the 
former place. We shall prove later th at 
it was the postm aster who applied the rou­
lette. This would indicate th at the postal 
agent, who managed the Homonna postal 
agency-in all probability from its opening on 
May 1, 1852-after a short period was tr ans­
ferred to the Tokay post office. Unfortu­
nately, we could not prove this th eo ry when 
checking th e official files, as the personal file s 
of the postm as ters a re missing. But the 
file s reveal that the position of managing the 
post office in Tokay became vacant in March 
1852, the admini st ra tor being dismissed for 
untrustworthiness. Thus it seems quite pos­
sible that the able postal agent in Homonna­
and he was able, which is proven by the use 
of the rouletted stamps-several months l ate r 
was promoted by becoming the successo r to 
the dismissed administrator of th e much 
more important Tokay post office. Consid­
ering that th ere is no oth er way to explain 
th e facts st ated above, we can reasonably 
conclud e th at the postal agent in H omonn a 
first introduced th e rouletted s tamps th ere, 
after a few months was transfe rred to T okay 
and continu ed to do so here. The fac t th at 
th e use of rouletted stamps practically ceased 
in 1854 does not permit us to conclude th at 
this was du e to the fact that the postmaster, 
who o riginated the rouletted stamps, ceased 
to work in Tokay, because th e occasional 
recurrence of rouletted stamps in the yea rs 
th ereafter seems to indicate his further activi­
ties th ere, although a successor may also 
have used th e rouletting device occasionally. 

Th at it was th e postm aster-at leas t in 
Tokay, as the meage r examples of rouletted 
stamps used in Homonna do not allow valid 
conclusions-who applied the roulette was 
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claimed by several authors, but none could 
prove it . The fact th a t the use of rouletted 
st amps was not confined to one business con­
cern or a group of firms, but th at they were 

used by many firms and priva te persons was 
considered a strong indication. But it could 
still m ean that the rouletted st amps did not 
o rigin a te in the post office but with one of the 

Fig. 1. Face and back of registered letter sheet from Tokay, Nov. l, l 852, to Vienna , via 
Tallya and Pesth, franked with 9kr for postage and, on the reverse side, a bottom margin 
copy of 6kr for registrat ion fee . In addition, remnants of a third stamp, probably al so 6kr, 
are visible on the reverse side, by which the return rece ipt, to wh ich the " RR" on the face 
refers , was attached to the letter sheet. All three stamps are rouletted , the 6kr shows no 
roulette between stamp and margin. Use of a rouletted stamp for attaching the return 
receipt of the letter proves rather conclusively that it was the postmaste r of Tokay, who made 
and used the roulettes. 
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shops authorized to sell post age stamps, usu­
ally also selling tobacco, which was a gov­
ernment monopoly in Austri a and Hungary. 
Rouletted stamps were also found on regis­
tered letters-which were usually franked at 
the post office-which mad e this latter pos­
sibility less probable. Now we located a regis­
tered cove r shown in Fig. l , which proves 
conclu sively th at it was the postmaster who 
used the rouletted stamps. As the post al 
ad ministration suppli ed him directly, but only 
with unrouletted st amps, there can be no 
explanation other th an that he rouletted the 
st amps before using th em. The pictured reg­
istered letter sheet was sent on November l, 

I 852 by a private person in Tokay to a gov­
ernment agency in Vienna (the Hungarian 
" Becsben" means " in Vienna"), with a re­
turn receipt (indicated by the "RR" ma rked 
on the face, at bottom lef t) att ached to its 
reverse side. The 9kr st amp on the face , un­
fortunately badly dam aged, paid th e required 
postage; the und amaged 6kr st amp on th e 
reve rse side th e registration fee. There a re 
the remnants of a third stamp on the r everse 
side of the letter sheet, which can only mean 
that the 6kr st amp w hich paid for th e return 
receipt was used to attach th e return receipt 
to the letter sheet, a very frequent practice . 
In removing the r eturn r eceipt to be signed by 
the addressee and returned to the send er, this 
6kr st amp also was torn , th e larger part 
remaining on the r eturn receipt. As the re­
turn receipts were always a ttached by the 
post office against payment of th e fee in cash, 
this permits only one conclu sion , n amely that 
th e postmaster him self used-and therefore 
had made-th e rouletted stam ps. 

It now remains for us to prove that the 
postmaster rouletted th e st amps only for his 
own use and did not sell th em to the public. 
The majority of st amps used in Tokay from 
1852 to I 854 we re un rouletted, w hich fac t, 
by th e way, was also important for the 
fa kers, otherwise th ey would not h ave had 
suitable materi al to work on. This shows 
that rouletted and unrouletted stamps must 
have been in use simultaneously. Had the 
postmaster sold rouletted st amps to the pub­
lic, one or the other of the users would un­
doub ted ly have separated them by scisso rs, 
by cu tt ing them apar t just as if they had been 
imperforate stamps. This is a common prac­
tice with th e rouletted stamps of various 

co untries, but not for the Tokay roulettes. 
All copies we know were separated with the 
help of the roulette. We have never seen a 
copy cut by scissors. These indications leave 
only one conclu sion, th at the postmaster rou­
letted th e stamps for his own use at the post 
office only. 

During the period of regular use of the 
Tokay roulette in H omonna and Tokay, from 
May I, 1852 to September 30, 1854, the fol­
lowing types of Austria st amps, all on hand­
made paper, are known to h ave been used at 
these post offices (Types according to the 
Specialized Catalog of Austria, 1952) : 

Ikr: I a, lb, III 
2kr: lb , III 
3kr: lb , Illa 
6k 1· : lb, l e, III 
9kr: Ile, Illa, Illb 

Of these thirteen stamps, we kn ow nine­
th ose types li sted in italics-with genuine 
Tokay roulette. One of them-6kr, Type le 
-is only known from H omonn a, w hile all 
oth ers ex ist w ith Tokay cancella tion. In r e­
spect to rarity, the leas t r a re rouletted st amp 
is th e 9kr (Fig. 2), closely followed by the 
3kr (F ig. 3). The 6kr (Fig. 4) is consid­
erably scarce r , while of the I kr and 2kr only 
one copy each, togeth er on one cover, is 
known (Fig. 5). Most Tokay roulettes are 
single £rankings. Multipl.e frankings a re 
only known of th e 3kr and 9kr , while combi­
n ation £rankings ex ist I kr + 2kr for th e 3kr 
rate (Fig. 5), 3kr +6kr fo r th e 9kr rate 
(Fig. 6) , and the registered cover (Fig. I), 
w ith gkr on th e face and 6kr for th e regis­
tration fee on th e back. Multi ples are known 
of the 3kr and gkr, a strip of three of each 
(F ig. 7 and 8), of w hich the latter was cu t 
off a t lef t. Probably this was a larger strip 
from which one or more defective copies had 
been cut off. 

The stamps known roule t ted after the 
main period of use constitu te a problem for 
the student because they cannot be reasonably 
explain ed. We know 1kr, Type III, and 
3kr, Types II lb and Ille, on cover; the gkr , 
Type IIIb, off cover, all on machine-made 
paper. The earliest of th ese roulettes was 
used in December I 856, the last in October 
1858 (Fig. 9). We could not fi nd the slight­
es t difference bet\\·een th e roulette on these 
la te-comers and copies from th e period of 
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1852 to I854; and we must consider them 
genuine. Why the postmaster of Tokay 
stopped using the roulette in 1854 and occa­
sionally used it again in later years is a ques­
tion that we cannot answer. In any event, 
these rouletted stamps on machine-made pa·-

per are much rarer than those on hand-made 
paper, although they will not command higher 
prices, due to the unexplained circumstances 
which led to their manufacture. 

The roulette was in all probability applied 
with a hand-operated wheel, which had a 

Fig . 2. A rouletted 9kr on letter sheet from Tokay, Dec . 13, 1853 , to Pesth . 

Fig. 3. A rouletted 3kr on letter sheet from Tokay, May 16, 1854, to Satoralja Ujhely. 
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I 
Fi g. 4. A rouletted 6kr on lette r shee t from Tokay, March 2 3 (probably 185 3 ), to Epe ries. 

Fig. 5 . The onl y know n exa mp le of rou letted 1 kr and 2 kr , used fo r the 3 kr rate, on le tte r 
sheet, Tokay, Feb. 4 (probably 1853 ) , to Misko lcz . 
132 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. II 



A U S T RIA ' S TOK AY RO U LETTE 
Fig. 6. An example of use of rouletted 3kr plus 
6kr fo r the 9kr rate, cancelled Tokay, June 24 
(probab ly l 854 ) . 

sharpened broken edge , embossing a line of 
short slots of about I mm. length in the pa­
per; th e bridges between th ese slots w ere 
about 1/3 mm. w ide. With a perfor ation 
gauge, the measu rement is almost exactly 
14;;,i . T he person, w ho applied th e roulette 
to th e sheets of st amps, obviously used a 
ruler as guide. But th e roulette was r arely 
applied in parallel lines, the lines deviate on 
almost eve ry rouletted stamp so th at none of 
th em is an exact geometrical r ectangle (Fig. 
10, I I , 12 ). F urth ermore, th e ruler does 
not seem to have been held tightly and under 
th e press ure of the rouletting w heel it often 
vee red on th e end, prod ucing a "curved" rou-

... 

Jette, of which w e can see good examples in 
F ig. 12 and on the l as t st amp of Fig. 8. The 
sheet m arg in at first w as not separated by a 
roulette. So th ere is no roulette between 
stamp and margin, as can be seen on the 
6kr stamp of F ig. I. Later, the margin w as 
also ro uletted and it is now separated from 
the stamp, as can be seen in Fig. 8. W e know 
of only one m ajor variety of the roulette, a 
double roulette between two colu mns, on a 
3kr , T ype IIIa, used on M arch 19, 1853. 
O bviously, th e fi rst roulette was applied too 
much to th e lef t , as it r an through the fr ame 
of th e stamp at lef t ; and the second roulette 
was added in about th e center o f th e space 
between th e two columns. 

The T okay roul ettes were a popul ar field 
fo r th e fakers, w ho have imitated them for . 
about 60 years. Their products a re danger­
ous only fo r those w ho do not know th e facts 
about th e roulette; of th e specific m arks of 
genuin eness, th e peculi ar ity th at the genuine 
rouletting lines are practically never really 
par all el is th e most conspicuous one. There 
are oth er small de ta ils w hich m ake it even 
safe to judge th e genuineness of loose copies, 
but th ese we shall not publish, because we do 
not want to help th e fa kers to improve their 
prod ucts. In recent yea rs, the material w ith· 
genu ine roulettes has become so elusive-­
prac tically all is in leading A ust ria collections 
and none on th e ma rke t- th at the fa kers have· 

~/.Y.4¥-~ 

Fig. 7 . Strip of three rouletted 3kr on letter sheet from Homonna , June 18, 1852 , to Pesth. 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. II 133 



AUSTRIA 'S TOKAY RO ULET T E 
Fi;;. G. Strip of three rouletted 9kr (origina ll y probably a larger str :p ), cancelled Tokay, 
S~pt. 2-1 ( pcobably 1854 ) . 

·; . 

. , 

Fig. 9 . A rouletted l kr on machine-made paper on letter sheet from Tokay, Oct. 30, 1858, 
to Vien na, the latest known use of a rouletted stamp . 

Figs. l 0, l l, 12. Odd sizes of roule tted stamps, as they are characterist ic for most genuine 
copies, with the lines of roulette not running parall e l. 

found th e field too risky, as no sensible col­
lector would buy such a rouletted stamp 
wi thou t having its genuineness checked by an 
authorita tive expert committee. Much more 
frequent are the cases, w here stamps which 
were torn apa rt with a knife or a letter 
opener, in this way acquiring ragged edges, 
a re sold as "roulettes" either by ignorant or 

disrepu table people. Such " pse udo-roulettes" 
usually are from town s other th an T okay, 
and th erefore will not fool an alert collector. 
In previous years, there was also a "trial 
ro ul ette 8" and a " tri al perforation I 4" re­
ported from Tokay, both on the 9kr. Such 
copies were also in the famous collection of 

(Co ntinued on P age 14I.) 
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FRANCE 

The Rough Ste reotype 1876 Printi ngs of Type Sage Stamps 

By STEPHEN G . RICH 

In collecting the T ype Sage or Peace and 
Commerce design stamps of France, in u se 
1876 to 1900, a fac t hitherto of slight interest 
imposed itself on my notice from roughly 
1948 onwards. This was th at on a few val­
ues, copies wi th early dates of cancellation 
usually in r 876 except on th e 4oc, we re al­
most always very roughly-printed in appear­
ance. The rough print contrasted strikingly 
with the good workmanship of the issue as a 
whole. Indeed, absence of mention of this 
variation struck me as most remarkable m 
all th e lite ra ture of the subject. 

The rough print showed on the Type l , 

"N under B" st amps of 5c, I 5c, 25c, 3oc and 
4oc face, and the earliest 25c in Type 2, 
"N under U." The nex t discovery was th a t 
all Type I 1 5c and 25c stamps were in the 
ro ugh print. In accumulating " dated 
shades" material to establish for my own sat­
isfaction th e succession of sh ades by cancel­
lation dates, for each value, and in acquiring 

A. Stereo 

successively ea rlier and earlier dates of use 
thus shown, the smooth printing appeared 
suddenly on th e 5c T ype l , 25c Type 2, and 
3oc Type l. 

The rough print might h ave been at­
tributed to a particula r printing press or 
method of printing. But examination of the 
st amps with the lens showed that the rough 
appearance was caused primarily by the back­
gro und lines being broken up into dots and 
dashes, irregularly. It was not the result of 
clogging of the printing plate by dirt, by ink 
not properly washed off at the end of each 
day's run, or in any other way, since such 
cloggings occurred on both smooth and rough 
printings at all periods and on almost every 
value of each type. 

Search for an explanation of this was re­
warded in first instance in the Kohl H and­
book, Val. 2, page 664. Dr. Munk st ates 
(my transla tion): 

B. Electro 

Fig. 1. Stereo and Electro Printed Sages, Type 1 30c 
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"After a short experiment with stereotyp­
ing-that is , wi th th e simpl e molding of the 
wo rking dies in !long and ca ting in t ype 
metal (Maury p. 358)-the stereos we re 
considered as un su itable. The change was 
made to producing matrices or molds in gutta 
percha ( in the ea rlies t period also in wax.) 
These, like th e lead moulds previously used 
and mentioned, we re assembled into groups 
and from th em printing electrotypes of en­
tire groups of st amps were made in th e elec­
trotyper 's t ank." 

Reference to Maury cited by Dr. Munk 
("Histoire des Timbres-Paste Francais", 
1907, p. 358, yielded only this furth er sentence 
(my translation) : 

"M r. D erriey proposed to substitute for 
these fu ssy detailed operations the system of 
cas ting th e cliches directly in type metal , as 
printers' type is m ade: a system which had 
long been used by Mr. Hulet." 

The reference to Mr. Hulet was to the 
man who had had charge of stamp production 
in France from 1849 to 1876, bu t whose es­
t ablishment had now been superseded wi th 
the preparation for the new issue. 

The next lead came incidentally to study­
ing the controversy as to whether Sage 
stamps in Type 1, " I under B", firs t issued , 
we re from th e origin al die or th e remade die 
af ter th e origin al master die h ad cracked. 
The much-ci ted letter of Mr. L . Mouchon 
to tlr. A. Mau ry in 1898, in "Le C ollection­
neur de Timbres-Paste" of Nov. 30, 1898, 
yielded some relevant knowled ge. H owever, 
it was necessa ry to see the fi rst printing of 
this letter , in the source locus, since l\/Ir. 
Maury, quoting it in hi s 1907 book just men­
tioned, omitted several sentences and also 
made one change of th e st atements of fac t, 
w ithout so indica ting in any way. 

From Mr. Mouchon's letter I quote ( my 
translation): speaking of the remade die and 
th e 16 working dies for the various values 
derived therefrom: 

"They case-h ardened th ese 16 dies and 
they made from th em matrices in copper into 
which th ey cast type-metal ; thu s they secu red 
movable units of type, w hich they assembled 
as plates for printing. But this m aterial 
wore out too quickly and th ey aband oned it, 
to return to pl ates made by elect ro typing." 

The identification of th e rough printings 
as being th ose from ste reotypes, would seem 
to be indicated by the citations thu far . 
H oweve r , it seemed wise to hunt for further 
mention. The only one located, up to w rit­
ing this ar ticle, was in "Yvert 's Catalogue 
France et Colonies", 1927, page 31, but miss­
ing in later ed itions ( my translation ) : 

"Time was pressing ; the o riginal die was 
clamped toge th er and cliches made fro m it in 
lead, w hich se rved for printing the fi rst sup­
ply of st amps of th e new type". 

The sta tement, " time was pressing" m ay 
well indicate th at there was need to get the 
new stamps into prod uction, for at le as t the 
values of most extensive use, w ithout del ay, 
as th e Maury 1907 book and th at of Brunel 
in 1928, both clea rly indicate that the postal 
se rvice was anxious to end dealing with M r. 
Hule t, who had made the st amps up to this 
tim e. 

The next step was to asce rtain whether the 
cha racteristics of th e ea rly printings of T ype 
Sage are those norm ally found when stereo­
types, not electrotypes, we re used fo r printing 
stamps. For this purpose I took as starting­
point th e Cape of Good Hope 1861 "Wood­
block" stamps, which are positively known to 
have been printed from stereotypes. The 
origi nal pla tes still exist , in th e South Afri­
can Museum, Capetown, and have been re­
peatedly examined by various stud ents such as 
the late A. A. Jurgens. The fac t th at th ey 
are assemblies of stereos is definite ly es tab­
li shed . They are casts in type-metal, of 
molds of a die. 

My own nin e copies of th at issue, when 
stud ied under the glass, showed precisely the 
same sort of small fl aws, of broken-up thin 
l ines all over the design, as did the ea rly 
rough printings of th e Sages. The reproduc­
tions of 1940-41 printings from the Wood­
block plates, in th e well-known Jurgens book 
on the W oodblocks, confirm this. 

F urth ermore, I was fortun ate in having 
both an electrotype and a stereo of the de­
sign for the 1936 Tipex stamp exhibi tion 
seal, prese rved from publicity for that affa ir, 
in the cuts file at my office. Examination of 
th ese, otherwise identical in every way, re­
ve aled th e same breaks as on the ea rly Sages 
on th e stereo, but not on th e electro- the 
thin lines, especially of a backgrou nd ruling, 
broken into irregula r do ts and dashes. 
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A. Stereo Type 1 B. Electro Type 2 

Fig . 2 . Stereo and Electro Printed Sages, 1 Sc 

Rough stereotype characteristics show con­
spicuously on the early 5 centime Sages. The 
earliest known copy, March 27 , 1876, illus­
trated by Dr. Carroll Chase in "Le Marco­
phile", Sept. 1949, is indeed a typical stereo 
copy. I have not es t ablished to my satisfac­
tion w hen th e electro and smooth product 
suddenly repl aced this; but thus far the date 
seems to be close to Dec. 1, 1876. This 
anted ates the appea r ance of the Type 2 
stamp, report ed for Dec. 4 , 1876. 

Material seen or owned by me does not 
ye t enable an es timate to be made of when 
the stereo 5c st amps vanished from use save 
for isolated single copies. 

The I 5c in Type 1, the brow nish gray 
st amp, is, as already mentioned , always a 
rough stereo product. Earliest date is May 
I 876, but no source mentions exact date, and 
" Kohl H andbook" also gives "April?" on 
auth ority not stated. My materi al shows that 
the T ype I stamps vanish almost wholly 
after 1ov. 27 , 1876, the Dec. 6, 1876 copy 
used for the illustration earlier in this article 
being the only later use I have yet seen. 

The T ype 2 of 15c, always smooth electro­
type printed, shows up Oct. 14, 1876 accord­
ing to th e Yvert and other specialized cata­
logs, but I have not ye t been able to locate a 
copy ea rlie r th an Nov. 28, 1876. 

A. Stereo Type B. Stereo Type 2 C. Electro Type 2 

Fig. 3 . Stereo and Electro Printed Sages, 25c 
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A curious, irrelevant point on this value 
is th a t th e old I 5c Ceres turns up not too in­
frequently used in August and September 
1876, contemporary with the great period of 
use of th e stereotyp e I 5c Sage T ype I. 

The 25c is by all me ans the most interest­
ing of the five values on which rough stereo 
prints occur. 

T ype 1, which occurs only as a stereo print, 
rough, is reported as fi rst appea ring May ~ 3, 
1876. D espi te seeing several hundred copies 
over a ten-yea r period, I have not ye t seen 
it earlier used th an July 27, 1876. It seems 
to vanish sudd enly af ter Aug. 28 , 1876, save 
for one lone copy with Nov. 8, postmark 
which I was able to acquire. 

Type 2, th e only T ype 2 st amp to appear as 
a stereo, is repo rted as early as July 20, 1876 
by the auth orities. My own earliest . seen 
date is August 3, 1876. The s te reo pnnted 
T ype 2 25c seems to be the regul ar st amp 
from th en to the end of the year, replaci ng 
th e T ype I w ithin a month. Its use peters 
out over th e first month s of 1877, the lates t 
date of use seen by me being Feb. 26, 1877-
only fo ur 1877 copies have thus fa r been 
seen by me. 

The fabu lous se- tenant pair of Types I and 
2 side by side on thi s stamp is definitely a 
rough stereo pr int. I have had th e pleasure 
of examin ing such a pair r ecently. Unfortu­
nately, date of postmark is not clear. 

The electro, smooth 25c Type 2 shows up 
first on Oct. 30, 1876. The nex t appea rance 
is Dec. 18, 1876, th e copy used fo r illustrat­
ing thi s ar ticle. Only one o th er December 
1876 use has thus far come my way; but 
from Jan . I , 1877 onward, it is clearly the 
regular st amp of everyday use. 

As w ith th e 15c, isolated late use of the 
old 25c Ceres occurs, but more spa ringly, 
to late O ctobe r 1876. 

The 3oc in T ype I continu ed in use unt il 
1880, so th at any consideration of th e Type 2 
stamp may be omitted here . 

R eported as first used June 11 , 1876, I 
have not been able to discover or see a copy 
used before Oct. 18, 1876, th e one used for 
illustration in thi s ar ticle. This is a rough 
ste reo copy of the most pronounced sort . 
The stereo print stamps contin ue in regular 
use for this value through February 1877, 
and reappear May 4 and 7 of that ytar. 

Th e smooth electro product firs t shows up, 

Fig. 4. Stereo Prin ted Sage 40c Type l . 

as fa r as I have fou nd, Feb. I , then April 10, 
both in 1877. From June 11 , 1877 it seems 
to be th e sole variety. 

The final value, the 4oc, brings us into a 
field plagued by an addi tional difficulty. This 
is the value upon which it has for long been 
repo rted th a t th e Type I "N under B" and 
Type 2 "N under U" stamps appeared simul­
taneously, or Type 2 even a few days before 
Type 1, both in June 1878. Search and ad­
vertising for T ype 2 copies used before 1881 , 
by me, over a period of five years, has re­
sul ted in a total fai lure to secure even one 
copy su rely used earl ier than Nov. 16, 1881. 
One copy, appa rently but not surely post­
marked Aug. 4, 1880-the year so poo rly 
struck that it could be 90 or oo instead of 
80-did turn up , wi th postmark type point­
ing to 1880. 

Before discussing the st amp, I , th erefore, 
state here that in my judgment that th at 
date of June 1878 given by Yvert and March 
1878 fo r it given by K ohl , as applying to the 
Type 2 variety, is clearly copying of an un­
noticed error from th e days when the types 
were first separated. 

On the 4oc, th e Type I stamp, repor ted as 
issued June 1, 1878, exists as a stereo rough 
print only. It first shows up for me on Oct. 
7, 1878, continu ing in regular use, dates in 
eve ry month readily to be fo und, to J an. 13, 
1882. Except for one early copy of Type 2, 
Nov. 16, 1881 and the possible 1880 isolated 
copy, T ype 2, electro smooth print, takes on 
ab ruptly with Feb. 3, 1882. 

(Continued on P age 152.) 
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BELGIUM 

The "Termonde" Inverted Centers 

By A. DE COCK 

Recently we have laid our hands upon 
some documents which make a contribution to 
the history of the 65 centimes postage stamp, 
depicting the townhall of Termonde, issued 
on August 5, 1920 (Sco tt l o. 139) and of 
which a small sheet containing 25 stamps 
with inverted centers was sold a t the main 
Post-Office in Ghent. 

The initiative of proposing to the Minis­
ter of P osts, Mr. Renkin , the issuance of a 
st amp co mmemo rating the martyrdom of 
Termonde was due to the Deputy, Oscar 
Vermeersch. 

In his letter of July 26, 1919, he wrote the 
following: 

" Some time ago, I already had drawn the 
Minister's attention to Termonde, a town 
which suffered most from the German inva­
sion, and which has never had the merit of 
being recognized as one of the most stricken 
towns of Belgium. 

"Both Dinant and Louvain have been 
honored by a stamp and Liege, which did not 
suffer at all, will have the same honor 
to-day. 

Court esy of Jrilly Balasse 

"One should remember Termonde, and the 
Minister has promised it. One could dedi­
cate to th a t town a stamp of '20 centimes'. 
For this purpose, I am sending you some 
photographs of the Townhall and the 
'Ancienne Boucherie', as suggested subject 
matter for the design." 

l\llr. Vermeersch's proposal was accepted. 
The Post Office Department was entrusted 
with the task of selecting the design and 
entered into negotiations with the firm of 
Enschede & Sons of H aarlem, Netherlands 
with a view of issuing a stamp in two colors 
of a " 20 centimes" denomination.1 

The project, carried out by Henry Cheffer, 
received approval in I ovember 1919. 

In the meantime, postal rates had been 
changed, creating a need for a "65 centimes" 
special delivery stamp. Therefore, the print­
ing firm of Enschede had to alter the origi­
nal die and then proceed to prepare the 
stamps. 

1 The original die of this stamp is in the Postal 
Museum. 
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B ELG UM 'S T E R MONDE I NVE R TED CENTE R S 
T en million stamp s were ordered. But a 
paper shortage delayed the delivery. So th e 
firm of Enschede was obliged to del iver in­
ste ad a supply of miniature sheets of 25 
stamps. L ater deliveries might be possible 
in sheets of roo stamps, if the needed paper 
could be obtained. 

5000 mini ature shee ts of 25 stamps we re 
delivered about July I 5, 1920. The distribu­
tion to th e post offices in Belgium was done 
in such a way th at th e first day sales could 
and did begin on th e morning of the day 
previously designated. 

One mini ature sheet of 25 stamps w ith in­
ve rted centers was included w ith th e supply 
sent to th e Main P ost Office in Ghent. 
N either th e bookeeper nor the clerk, Mr. 
V . .. , in charge of the Special D elivery let- · 
ter service, not iced this er ro r. 

The P ost Office D epartment itself might 
neve r have known of this, had not th e news­
paper "L a Met ropole" of Antwerp, pub­
lished in its column "N otules Phil ateliques" 
( issue of September 20, 1920 ) the fo llow­
ing : 

" It is announced th at the post office of 
Ghent has sold a mini ature sheet of 25 cop ies 
of th e 65 centimes stamp with inve rted cen­
ter. It is obvious th at this will prove to be 
a most rare variety." 

This discovery caused great excitement in 
the phil atelic wo rld. The clerk, V ., sought 
to justify himself to his super iors and had 
to unde rgo seve re questioning. W e quote a 
part of h is explanation: 

"The miniature sheet was among the sup­
ply handed to me by th e bookkeeper. N either 
of us noticed the mistake w hen examining 
the st amps, and it is only after having sold 
about a score, by one or two copies at a 
time, that my attention was dr awn t o th e 
peculiarity of th ese st amps by a hotel groom 
w ho bought some of them fo r st amping the 
letters some t ravellers entrusted to him. 
Nevertheless, I thought th at I could con­
tinue to re tail th e remainder of th e st amps. 
Most of these irregular st amps (about 18 
to 20) were used as payment for special de­
livery fees on letters addressed to soldiers 
st a tioned in th e Camp de Beverloo".2 

2 The Ghent gar rison was engaged in manoeuvers at 
the Camp de Beverl oo and some special del ivery 
letters, containing banknotes, we re sent to several 
soldiers . 

\ Ve believe th at th e above account is not 
completely accur ate. W e happened at the 
t ime to ques tion some of those w ho had been 
fo rtun ate enough to buy some of these in­
ver ts and lea rn ed the fo llowing: 

If memory se rves me co r rectly, it was on 
F riday, August 13th , th a t A lbert H ye de 
Crom, son and nephew respectively of the 
well-known Belgian collectors of early 20th 
century st amps, happened to be in th e shop 
of P aul Couvreur, th en opera ting as a st amp 
dealer on Rue de la Vache, in G hent, when 
someone (could it have been th e cle rk V . . ?) 
entered th e shop to in fo rm Mr. Couvreur 
th at th e m ain P ost Office was holding up 
"some ir regular 65 centimes" stamps. 

It took M r. Couvreur some t ime, while 
changing his legend ary slippers fo r a pair of 
shoes, to close his shop and to get st arted fo r 
th e Post Office. Albert H ye, w ho h ad ove r­
heard th e conversation and w ho had his bi­
cycle in front of th e shop, ar rived at the 
P ost Office fir st. H e succeeded in buying 
fo ur copies of th e st amps in ques tion. It is 
alleged th at Couvreur obtained three copies; 
th e clerk V .. . probably kept th e remainder. 

H ow many copies of th ese st amps are now 
known to exist? And w hat has become of 
them ? 

O ne often won ders about th e co rrect an­
swers to both of these questions! 

Before us is a lette r fro m A lbe rt H ye, 
w hich offers valuable info rm at ion. H e wrote: 

I} a copy sold by myself to Champion. 

2) a copy sold to "de Beer", in J anu ary 
1929, at th e time of th e " de Beer" sale; 
( this st amp was bought by M r. A. de C . 
fo r th e sum of 7 ,ooo frs . ) 3 

3} a copy in my own collect ion (sold by 
P re jbiano, in 1924, under number 551, 
at th e time of the " H ye" sale}. 

4 ) a copy sold to Grandjean, w ho lived 
Avenue du Midi; (acquired by Baronet 
Caroly; this st amp now is in th e P ostal 
M useum}. 

5) a copy in th e collection of Mr. B ... , 
of G hent, sold by M. B. .. . of G hent 
to Earl Cornet , th rough the medium 
of Kloboukoff . 

6) a copy sold in th e U nited States. 

3 Belgian franc then was worth about $0.034 (U. S.) 
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BELGIUM --AUST RIA 
AUSTRIA 
(Con tinued From Page 134. ) 

Rudolf Fried l, w hich was sold at auction in 
Vienna in 1917. We could not locate any 
examples of these " tri als". They must be 
considered quite doubtful when we know the 
history of the roulettes, so we can well dis­
~o unt th em as genuine varieties. 

In the Tokay roulettes, the postal official 
who was in charge of the post offices at 
Homonna and Tokay from 1852 to 1854, 
whose name unfortunately we do not know, 
has created a monument to his progressive­
ne s. Only four years after H enry Archer 
made his first trial roulettes on stamps of 
Great Britain and two years before any 

stamps with a help for separation were issued 
at all by a postal ad ministration-the first 
officially perforated stamps of 1854 of Great 
Britain-the postmaster of Tokay-Homonna 
started to make and to use his roulettes. 
Actually, they were the first rouletted stamps 
ever used by the postal service of any coun­
try- the famous Archer roulettes of 1848 are 
of private origin, known only unused; while 
the first Archer trials which were actually 
used, were perforated-and therefo re de­
serve an honored place not only in the spe­
cialized collections of Austria and Hunga ry, 
but in every collection which deals with the 
postal-historical aspects of postage s tamps as 
well. 
7) a copy belongs to Paul Couvreur. 

8-9) a pair, belonging to P aul Couvreur; 
( this pair was sold during the W ar to 
Mr. W . ... of Brussels). 

10) a copy belongs to a post office employee 
of Ghent, who asked I 5,000 fr for it, 
six months ago. Besides, I wrote to a 
French dealer, in order to ask him 
whether he was interested in it; he 
replied th at it was too expensive . 

I I) a copy is in Holl and. 
I 2) a copy was given by the post office em­

ployee ( the one who got the remainder 
of the sheet and who noticed the error) 
to a friend living in the East of Bel­
gium. 

Moreover, we have a letter from an Os­
tend collector, a Mr. L. D .... , who says th a t 
he possesses a copy of this error. 

We know of the existence of two used 
copies. The firs t one was found in the col­
lec tion of the employee of a textile mill in 
Roubaix. It had been sold by him in 1928 
through J acquemyns to a Swedish collector. 
The second one had been sold on December 
10, 1928 by a young couple from rural Bel­
giu m to Gelli & Tani. The stamp has been 
resold in February 1929 at th e price of 
17 ,500 frs. These cancelled copies probably 
were acquired by the hotel groom, w ho first 
noticed the error and informed the post office 
employee of it. 

There exists a certain number of coun ter­
feits. The forgers, in general, used s tamps 
from the second printing w hich makes them 
easy for the experts to detect. A clever 

counterfeit belonging to a ce rtain Mr. R ... . , 
bearing a false signature of guarantee, often 
had been offered for sale by various parties 
during the War. 

No disciplinary action was taken against 
the Ghent post office employee, but this ex­
perience resulted in a much more careful 
inspection of stamps delivered to the Postal 
Administration by the firm Enschede. 

What is generally still unknown is that an­
other discovery of further copies of the very 
same error was made in January 1921 among 
a later shipment consisting mostly of a large 
quantity of half sheets (so copies) of the 65 
centimes stamp. As this supply contained 
only half a sheet with inverted centers, it 
seems logical to suppose th at the other half 
of this sheet of IOO stamps should still be in 
Holl and , not having been shipped to Belgium. 

Consequently, the P ostal Directors, De 
Rycke and Moiny, were sent to H aarlem, 
Holland where they did find the other 50 
copies. These were destroyed by being placed 
in a grinder, located in the fac tory of Van 
Gelder at Wormersveer. This destruction 
was ca rried out in th e presence of Messrs. 
De Rycke and Moiny, ass isted by the Con­
troller to the Postal Authorities of the 
Ne therland s, Mr. Pull. 

Anoth er pane of 50 stamps was discovered 
at Malines. This half sheet was destroyed 
on January 25 , 1921 by orde r of the P ost­
master General, Mr. Pirard, in the presence 
of a special committee invited to witness the 
destruction. 

r o other errors are known to have been 
found, acco rding to my information. 
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THE ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN 
MEMORIAL A WARD 

Sir John W i lson of Great Bri ta in 1956 Rec ip ient 

Th e fi fth recipient of th e Alfred F. 
Lichtens tein JV!emo rial Award is to be Sir 
Joh n ff/ilson, world-famous British philate­
list. This marks th e firs t time that this 
awa rd fo r dis tinguished service to philately 
goes to one not an American. This is signifi­
cant because it demonstrates th a t th is prized 
honor is an international one. Since Sir 
J ohn Wilson w ill be in New York this com­
ing May as an international Judge a t Fipex, 
the medal will personally be presented at a 
speci al ce remony here at the Clubhouse on 
W ed nesday, May 2, 1956. A biographical 
acco unt of Sir J ohn Wilson follows. 

He was born October IO, 1898 at Carbeth, 
Killearn a t Stirlingshire in Scotland. He is 
th e second and eldest surviving son of Sir 
D avid Wilson, Bt., D.Sc. and he succeeded 
his fa ther in th e baronetcy in 1930. He was 
ed ucated at H arrow and New College, Ox­
ford. Then he was called to the Bar by 
Lincolns Inn and practiced in a Commercial 

Court and a t the commonlaw Bar in the 
'twenties and ea rly ' thirties. 

He has been a collector from his early 
days as his fa ther collected before him , and 
he used to help his father with his collection 
before it was handed over to him in 1924. 
The fa th er's collect ion was mounted in Gib­
bons' Imperial albums and was fai rly com­
plete, except fo r th e great r a rities, up to 
1900, including the whole world, that is Vols. 
I, II and III of the old Imperial albums th at 
incl uded pages fo r local stamps and cut­
square envelopes. Later he dec id ed to con­
centr ate more on foreign stamps, as the Brit­
ish understand it, than on British Coloni als. 
Thus he has specialized th e line-engraved 
iss ues of Belgium, the early issues of Spain, 
R oum ani a up to 1900, Russia up to 1900 
w ith Wenden and all the Zemstvo P osts, 
K orea, Shangha i, St. Thomas La Guaira, one 
or two Portuguese Colonies. Errors and 
va rieties of a great number of countries, and 
some particular issues, w hich he fancied w ith ­
out necessarily studying the whole of a group. 
became favorites of his. 

Sir J ohn Wilson joined the Royal Phil atelic 
Society, London in 1921 and was elected to 
the Council in 1923, continually se rving on it 
ever since. In 1923 he was on th e Executive 
Committee managing the E xhibition in L on­
don. H e joined the Collrctors Club in 1924, 
being for a time Corresponding Librari an 
w hen the late Dr. Brace Chittend en was in 
that office. He se rved a double term as 
President of the Royal Phil atelic Society. 
London from 1934 to 1940. This was in­
tend ed to cover the Centenary Exhibition 
pl ann ed for 1940. But the war postponed 
this. Thus he was re-elected President in 
1949, from w hich he resigned afte r the close 
of the 1950 International Exhibition where 
he had been Chairman of the Organizing 
Committee. He has been on the R oyal Phil a­
telic Society Expert Committee for over 
thirty years becoming the chairman af ter Mr. 
Thos. Sm. H all 's death in 1937. H e has 
collected philatelic literature on a la rge scale, 
both for working reference purposes and for 

(Continued on Page 148.) 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

Ra i I road Post Offi ces 

By J. H . HARVEY PIRIE, 1\1. D . 

This ar ticle deals only w ith th e R ail road 
P ost Offices of th e U nion of South Africa 
and of the fo rmer separate territories w hich 
now constitute th e U nion. As these offices, 
locally, are officially called "Travelling P ost 
Offices", wi th "T. P . 0 ." as an abbrev iation 
thereof, th ese terms w ill be used throughout 
instead of the American form "R. P. O." 
F urth ermore, only regular services are con­
sidered, not tempor ary se rvices and marks of 
T . P . O .'s on various special touring trains. 

This story starts in 1883, w hen T . P . O .'s 
were brought into use on th e main line run­
ning north from Cape Town. At that date, 
the l ine had not reached Kimberley or even 
D e Aar, so the T. P . 0 . at first functioned 
o nly as far as Beaufo rt West . The work 
done on it was mainly so rting of mail , to 
which backstamps of the T . P . 0. were ap­
plied ; postage stamps could , however, be 
purchased and letters posted directly on the 
train. At first , an ad dit ional fee of sixpence 
w as charged for this fac ility, but this was 
soon dropped. This service was never t aken 
much adv antage of, and stamps (on o r off 
cover) w ith T . P . 0. cancell ations are ve ry 
much scarcer th an backstamps of the T . P . 0 . 
postmarks. 

1883-1890 

U p till 1890 th ere we re no T . P. O .'s 
operating on oth er lines, so no differentia tion 
in nomencl ature was necessa ry. The early 
postmarks, th erefo re, read simply "T. P . 0 . / 
U P (o r DOWN)", th e terms "Up" and 
" D own" being used in th e ra ilway sense, not 
in th e purely geogr aphical one. "Up" indi­
cates the trip towards ra ilway headqu a rters 
(Cape T own in th is instance), w hile " D own" 
was used on the run away from headquarters. 

T he ea rl ies t reco rded specimen of a 
T. P. 0 . ma rk is dated 29-1-84. ( See F ig. 1) 
All th e undifferenti ated marks are single­
ci rcle ones of about 22 mm. diameter, w ith 
da te in two lines across th e center ; sometimes 
there is an in dex letter above th e da te. There 
are a number of va rieties of th e mark, the 
differences lying in th e size, shape and spac­
ing of th e lettering. At least seven distinct 
variet ies are known, one major va r ie ty having 
"Travelling P. 0." in place of j ust "T .P.O." 

In giving numbers of va rieties "Up" and' 
" D own" marks, if oth erwise identical, are­
here coun ted as only one. (Fig. 2) 

At first this T . P . 0 . had only two sorting­
clerks, but even so th ey we re able to take the· 
ove rseas mail directly into their van, and so. 
save the time fo rme rly spent in sorting it a t 
C ape T own. P ost-office reco rds of the peri­
od indica te th at the work grew rapidly, and 
th ere is mention sever al times of replace­
ment by l arge r vans and of increases in 
personn el. 

1890. Northern and Western T. P. O's. 

By 1890 the railw ay had reached Kimber­
ley and beyond it a t least as far as Fourteen 
Streams where it crossed the V aal River. 
Th e vans on the section Cape T own - De 
Aar now used cancellers w ith the appellation 
"W estern T . P . 0." , and those operat ing 
fro m D e A ar to Kimberley, and poss ibly be­
yond, the term "Northern T. P . 0 ." U ndif­
fe rentiated marks persisted in use also to, 
some ex tent fo r a year o r two. 

NORT H E R N / T . P . 0 . marks, smalP 
si ngle-ci rcle ones, a re scarce; only one type­
has been seen and all specimens are da ted in: 
1890. T he office th en appears to h ave beens 
cut out. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA'S RAI LROAD POST OFFICES 
WESTERN / T. P. 0 . marks at first 
were also of single-circle type, but three or 
four varieties are known. The wording may 
be found ar r anged "Western T. P. 0. /Up" 
<>r "Western / T. P. 0. Up" (Fig. 3) and 
there is also one of quite different type with 
Qnly "W. T. P. O ./Up (or Down)". 

In I899 a double-circle mark of about 
29 mm. diam. came into use; this had the 
wording "Western / T. P. 0. (number)" 
with date in one line across the center fol­
lowed by "Up" or "Dn" . The numbers run 
up to at leas t 7. Some marks, more or less 
similar to this, remained in use on this section 
of line for about 50 years. 

1890-1900 

This per iod of years saw a number of new 
T. P. O.'s brought into use. 

MIDLAND T. P. 0. This was intro­
,a uced in 1890, running between Port Eliza­
>beth and D e Aar, and connecting at the l at­
·t-er with the Western T. P. 0. The post­
mi.arks a t first were of th e small single-circle 
"type, but towards the end of the period 
·double-circle marks, w ith numbers running 
up at leas t to 6, similar to those of the W est­

·ern T. P. 0 ., came into use (See Figs. B 
.and C) * There are at least five varie ties 
·of the single-circle marks; in two re pects 
·these are unique amongst South African 
T. P. 0. marks:-(a) Those of the first t o 
years were mostly in red, the only ones known 
not in black. (b) Many, probably the ma­
jority, had no "T. P. 0.", in their marks, 
read ing merely "Midland/ CT p" or Midland/ 
Down" as the case might be. (Fig. 4) 

U ITEN HAGE and ALBA YT. P. O.'s. 
"These are the names given to two short­
lived feeder services of the Midland T. P . O . 
The Uitenhage-Zwartkops se rvice operated 
from I893 to 1897, de aling with mail from 
.the Graaff Reinet line. This information h as 
i been gleaned from post office records, but no 
: actual specimen of the postmark has so far 
l been recorded so th e character of the post-
1 ma;rk is still unknown. The Albany T. P . 0. 
•operated in 1896 and I897, connecting Gra­
lhamstow n w ith the main Midland line. Post­
marks are sca rce, but a few specimens of the 

* The postmark illustrations, Figs. A, B and C have 
been sup plied by S. G. Rich. 

small single-circle mark "Albany T. P. 0 ./ 
Up" are known. (See Fig. A) * 

Orange Free State (0 . V. S. ), and the South 
African Republic (Z. A. R. ) 

In I893 th e Cape T. P. 0. se rvice had 
been extended from aauwpoort to orval's 
Pont, where the railway crosses th e Orange 
River from the Cape of Good Hope into the 
Orange Free State ; in I 894 these se rvices 
were extended right through the 0. V. S. ta 
Joh annesburg. 

The Cape R ailway and Postal Administra­
tions actu ally at first operated the T. P. 0. 
se rvice as far as Bloemfontein, while those 
of the Z. A. R. ran the section from Bloem­
fontein to J ohannesburg. In I895 the 
Z. A. R. took over co ntrol of the T . P. O. 
right through th e whole length of the 0 . V. S. 
from N orval's P ont. 

It is practically cer tain th at all the can­
cellers used in th e 0. V. S. and Z. A. R. are 
not known even ye t ; one can only mention 
th e few th at are known, regarding them as 
probably only samples. 

The one known fro m the 0. V. S. of this 
period is a double-circle mark w ith the word­
ing "R . P . K. NOORD. 0. V. S." "R. P. K.' ' 
(Fig. 6) the abbreviation for "Reisende 
P os t Kantoor", the High Dutch for Trav­
elling P ost Office. (" oord" ="North"). 
known from the northern section are 
"R. P. K. HEEN / Z. A. R." and "R. P. K. 
TERUG / Z. A. R.", meaning "Travelling 
P ost Office / Away" and "Travelling P ost 
Office / Back". "Away'', and " Back" refe r 
to directions from, or to, r ailway he adquar­
te rs at J ohannesbu rg. T wo types of the 
"R. P . K . H een" mark are known, differing 
in th e size of the letter ing. (Fig. 7) 

At this period th ere was extensive trans­
mission of parcels f raw gold and of dia­
monds by the weekly special tr ain run to 
connect with the mail boat for Europe, and 
an a rmed escort travelled all the way from 
Johannesburg to Cape Town with the 
T . P. 0 . From No rval's Pont to Cape 
Town this fas t Mail train was known as 
"6 UP". I have heard reports of a T. P. O. 
mark with this designation, but have not 
actu ally seen a sample, so cannot vouch for 
its exis tence. 
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Figs. 2-9 . Major types of South African T . P. 0 . marks. 

Figs. A-C. A few types of T . P. 0 . markings. 

Other types of South African T. P. 0 . marks 

Natal 

In 1893, by ag reement wi th th e Z. A. R. 
Author ities, th e Na tal P ostal Administration 
put into opera tion a T. P. 0. between Ger­
m is ton and T ewcastle. It \\'as purely a one­
way se rvice once a week for speeding up the 
sorting of the European mail sent up by train 
from Cape Town. P ossibly even a t this st age 
th ere may have been some mail picked up en 
route; there ce rtainly was la ter on after the 
Boe r war period . Postmarks are very scarce, 
th e mark being a double-circle one with 
T. P. 0. at top and NATAL at bottom, date 
in two lines across the centre. 

Eastern and North-Eastern T. P. O. 

The railway sys tem s of the Eastern Cape 
were linked up with th e Cape T. P . 0. serv­
ices by th e instituti on in 1897 of (a) an 
Eastern T . P . 0. running between Queens­
town and R osmead Junction via Stormberg 
Junctio n, and (b) a North-Eas tern T. P . 0. 
running be tween Rosemead Junction and De 
Aar. The latter was named North-Eastern. 
to distinguish it from the Midland, which. 
cove red th e same section of line, but with 3'. 

different train. 
The Eastern T. P. 0. shows postmarks of 

both the single-circle type ( 2 varieties) and' 
the double-circle type (numbers up to 4 re­
corded). The North-Eastern marks appear 
to be all of single-circle type but there are 
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UNION OF SouTH AFRICA'S RAILROAD PosT OFFICES 
two very distinctive varieties, one having 
"North Eastern" in full, the other with only 
the letters "N. E." (Fig. 5) 

1899-1902 

All the services operating before the Anglo­
Boer War have now been listed. During the 
war years civil T. P. O.'s in the two Repub­
lics ceased functioning; those of the Cape 
were not suspended, bu t they were liable to 
occasional disorganization in the parts near 
the Republican borders. 

190 I - 1902. British Army T. P~ O's. 

From about April. 1901 to July, 1902 the 
British Military Forces r an several Army 
T. P. O.'s. Their postmarks had "Army 
Post Office" at the top, the name of the par­
t icular office at the bottom and separating 
these two wordings the letters "E" and "R" 
(Edwardus Rex). The designations and . 
routes cove red by the various T. P . O.'s 
were : T . P. 0. East No. I and T. P. 0. 
East No. 2, both operating between Pretoria 
:and Komatipoort (on the line to Lourenco 
M arques, just short of the Portuguese bor­
<der) . These two offices were later replaced by 
1:he Eastern T. P. 0.; Northern T . P. 0. 
-running between Pretoria and Pietersburg; 
·western T. P . 0. operating between Germis­
' ton or Johannesburg and Klerksdorp; Mid­
-land T. P. 0. from Pretoria or Germiston 
·to N aauwpoort, where it linked up with the 
\.Cape civilian services. 

S. G. Rich describes these Army services, 
and illustrates the type of mark in his "Phi­
lately of the Anglo-Boer War," pp. 139-140. 

1902-1913 

Most of the services in the Cape, Natal 
and through the Orange River Colony (as 
the 0. V. S. was now named) went into full 
operation again after the end of the Anglo­
.lBoer War. The Eastern service was ex­
·tended from Queenstown to East London. 
-The Western T. P . 0. in this period has 
;provided us with a new type of single-circle 
:mark reading "Western T. P. 0. / R . L. S." 
•(which is taken to mean 'Regis tered Letter 
Section') . 

As in the case of the pre-war T . P . O .'s 
plying through the Orange Free State, there 

is again a lack of complete knowledge about 
the post-war marks of the T. P. O.'s trav­
elling through the Orange River Colony; the 
following are known as samples: 

(a) A double-circle mark with "T - P -
0 - NORTH - 0 - R - C / 3". 

Double-circle marks with cho rds, all with 
"TRANSVAAL T . P. O." at the top; date 
in one line across the centre between the 
chords, follo~ed by "Up" or " Down". 

At the bottom the following are known: 
(b) Numbers-"1" and "3"-two differ­

ent sizes of mark. 
(c) "European Mail"-two different sizes 

of mark. (Fig. 8). 
( d) "Registered". 

(e) "PRETORIA / T. P. 0." I have 
seen one specimen of a double-circle mark 
with this wording, dated in 1908, but I have 
now no knowledge of its whereabouts. A 
senior Postal Official , who knew of this 
T . P. 0. having been in existence, described 
it to me as operating on the lines of the 
T. P. 0 . NATAL. It was a one-way, once­
a-week service. Postal clerks went as ordi­
nary passengers to Kroonstad; there they 
picked up the European mail for Pretoria on 
its way up-country from Cape Town, and 
were able to have it sorted and practically 
ready for delivery by the time they reached 
Pretoria. 

1913-1950 

In 1913 Ocean P. O.'s were started on the 
Un ion-Castle Mail boats and the special 
weekly T. P. 0. run in connection with the 
European Mail was taken off. 

On the outbreak of World War I in 1914 
the Ocean Mail sorting was abandoned, and 
the special T. P. 0. service between Johan­
nesburg and Cape Town was restarted. For 
economy reasons, however, the Midland, 
E as tern and North Eastern services were 
discontinued and were never restored . 

In 1919 the 0. R. C . T . P . 0. was 
taken off, the Transvaal T. P. 0. operating 
the whole run from Johannesburg to De 
Aar. From that date onwards, there was 
practically speaking only one T . P . 0. service 
in the Union, viz., between Cape Town and 
Johannesburg, via De Aar, N aauwpoort and 
Bloemfontein . Throughout, however, it was 
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U N ION OF SO U TH AFRICA'S RAILROAD POST OFFICES 
run in two sections in so fa r as staff and 
offices were conce rned, viz ., "W es tern" from 
Cape T own to D e A ar and "Transvaal" from 
D e A ar to J ohannesburg. (Fig. 9 ) 

In 1950 it was decided th at this se rvice 
was too expensive; it was s topped. ow 
t here a re no T. P. O .'s ope rating in th e 
U nion. During th e pe riod 1914 to 1950 
th ere were numerous changes in the post­
m a rks used and at leas t 6 W estern and 13 
Transvaal var ie ties a re known ; a few in th e 
las t ten years became bilingu al. Some of the 
marks of th e Transvaal sect ion do n ot h ave 
th e wo rd 'T ransvaal ' in th em. 

ELILAIE TM 

Altho ugh the a re a is now a "dead coun­
try" so fa r as T. P . 0. marks a re concerned 
the group of marks can still be recommended 
fo r collect ion. There a re a sufficiency of 
m arks of va ried ch ar acter to m ake a w orth­
w hile collection ; a considerable number are 
mode ra tely easily obtain able, but others are 
sca rce. T here is, therefore, the fun of the 
hunt in t rying to assemble a collection; in 
add ition, the fac t, th at th ere is still pioneer­
ing wo rk to be done in finding m arks still 
unknown, should add even more zest to the 
search. 

( ont inued on P age 148.) 

PR i. l O R.I A 

1.0 1< OO K 

1 N !'Jr >. N OCE.AN 

J, .W. 0 . 

Fig. I 0. Sketch map showing Routes over which T . P. O's have operated between I 883 
and 1950. 
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UNION OF SouTH AFRICA'S RAILROAD PosT OFFICES 
SIR JOHN WILSON 

(Continued from P age 142.) 

th e early r are items. He has ac ted as a judge 
fo r very many intern at ional exhibitions, and 
as chairman of Internation al Board of Judges 
in London , Madrid and T oronto, being pre­
vented by indisposition from accept in g th e 
same honor in Cape Tow n, South Africa. Hf' 
has exhibited "hors concours" in many foreign 
exh ibitions from Berlin ( I930) up to th t> 
present time. 

Sir John Wilson has written many ar ticles 
on stamps and on literature. His outstanding 
literary accompli shmen t is th e production of 
the deluxe book on the R oyal Philatelic Col­
lection, published in 1952, and holds th e 
Crawford and T apling medals of the R oyal 
Phil atelic · Society in this r egard . He is an 
H onorary Life Member of th e R oyal Phila­
telic Society, London and holds membership 

in the Collectors Club, the Societe Phil a­
telique Belge, th e Academie de Phil atelie. 
Aero Philatelists, the Spanish Academy of 
P ostal History besides being H ono rary Presi­
den t of the Caldoni an, Stirling and Indian 
phil a tel ic societies. 

Perhaps Sir John Wilson's most im po rtant 
philatelic service is his eminent pos1t1on as 
K eeper of th e R oyal Philatel ic Collection. 
having been appointed in I938. 

The nature of the above biography does not 
begin to do justice to the world-wide phila­
telic reputa tion of Si r J oh n Wilson. Since 
about 1935, no International Board of Judges 
seems complete without him. His position as 
Keeper of the Royal Collection is an eminent 
one. The coll ect ion is housed in the famous 
Buckingham Palace, and it is there that Sir 
J ohn Wilson pursues his philatelic du ties. 
This is no honorary position, but he is con­
stantly at work wi th this wo rld-famous 
collection. 
UNION OF SO. AFRICA 

(Continued from P age 147.) 

The w rite r has assembled nearly seventy 
marks which I regard as distinct types, but 
to get eve ry "Up" and " D own" variety plus 
every " umber" of th ose w ith numbers­
this total could probably be almost doubled. 

If more scope 1s wanted m Southern 

Africa, th ere are, or have been, T . P . O.'s 
in German South West Africa, Angola, Rho­
desia, Mozambique, Nyasaland , German East 
Africa, T ang anyika and Kenya, wi th still 
quite a lot of pioneering work to do in the 
las t mentioned . 

Thanks to M r. A. W . Duigan, of Joh an­
nesburg for drawing the sketch map (F ig. IO) 
and th e small selection of T. P . 0. marks. 
U. S. CRILL PATENTS 

(Continu ed from P age 85.) 

time subsequent to the st art of th e con tract. 
Consequently th e secret marks must have 
been inse rted to distinguish the new plates 
mad e by th e Continental B ank No te Co. 

Most significant is the fac t, here st a ted , 
th at th e plates in the possession of the Na­
tional Bank Note Co., when their contr ac t 
had expired , were turned over to th e Conti­
nen tal Bank Note Co., the new contractor. 
This ev id ence should quiet for all time any 
dispu te as to the origin of th e secret mark 
plates. It further shows th at th ere are 
Continental printings from plates without th e 
secre t marks, w hich should be detectable only 
by difference in paper and ink. 

The ex istence of die proofs of all th e de­
nomin ations showing th e distingu ishing "se­
cret marks" indicates th at th e dies were 
marked afte r being received by the Conti-
148 THE COL
nental B ank No te Co. From these dies, new 
plates were ·prepared as required for print­
ing. 

Summary 

The philatelic importance of these papers 
is beyond all question. They shed new light 
upo n much that has been accepted as fac t 
from th e evidence provided by th e stamps 
th emselves. They contain much th at has been 
known before. But also th ey disclose much 
that is new. We particul arly want to st ress 
th e importance of the letters relating to the 
development of th e gr ill and to its experi ­
mental use, prior to its adoption by the Gov­
ernm ent. The fac ts a re here. It remains 
now for th e students of United States stamps 
to m ake proper use of them, eliminating such 
cont roversy as witnessed in the past , because 
st ud en ts did not have some of th ese docu­
mentary facts avai lable. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. Il 



TIBET 

The Locally Printed Stamps 1912-1 4 

By E. A. SMYTHIES 

Tibet has had an as tonishing r ecord of 
springing surprises on unsuspecting philatel­
ists, a disconcerting practice, w hich involves 
the specialist in making furth er additions and 
·rea rr anging and rew riting his collection! Let 
:.me recall some of these surprises : 

I . H. R . Holmes in an article in the 
Philatelic J ourn al of G reat Britain (April 
1942 ) first described and illust rated th e two 
h igh values, 4 and 8 trangka of 1914 type, 
twenty-eight years af ter their int roduction ! 
His apposi te comment in opening th e a rticle 
r eads : " One of the charms of our hobby is 
th e element of surp rise. Something unex­
pected is always tu rning up! " 

2. Nea rly a dozen yea rs l ater, my article 
in th e COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST ( Sept . 
1953) 1 described and illustrated a new 
cliche of the 4 trangka value of 1933 type, 
to replace one th at had been lost years be­
fo re, and a w hole r ange of new pe r fo r ations 
in this type, also also a 1912 bisect . 

3. Shortly afterwa rds, in the COLLECTORS 

CLUB PHILAT ELIST of March 1954,2 H. D. S. 
H averbeck described and illus trated a new 
value, th e I sang of 19 12 type, w hich had 
remained unknown to phil a teli sts fo r ( appar­
ently) for ty years ! 

4. A. C. W aterfall in 1955 reco rded the 
discove ry of some old covers bearing per­
/o rated examples of the 1/ 6th trangka of 
191 2 type.3 

5. " Stanley G ibbons Catalogue, 1956 edi­
tion", sprang a further surprise by distin-

1 Vol. XXXTI p. 24 r. 

2 Vol. XXIII p. 81. 

8 China Section Bulletin, Vol. 3, No. 1, June 1955. 
P ublished by China Un it, City of London Philatelic 
Society. 

guishing between dull ink and shiny enamel 
printings fo r both th e 1912 and 1914 types. 

This is ce rtainly a formid able list of sur­
prises ! The locally printed stamps of Tibet 
obviously have contributed materially to 
" One of th e charms of our hobby". 

As the las t item in th e above list is com­
paratively new, some fu rther information 
about it may be of interest to the readers 
of this journ al. 

Regarding these dull ink and shiny enamel 
pr inti ngs, a contempor ary article in "Gibbons 
Stamp Monthly" gives some information on 
th e fo llowing points: (a) Wh at stamps are 
fo und in dull and shiny pr intings (b) how 
readily to distinguish th em, (c) when and 
why th e differences occurred , ( d) their rela­
tive scarcity. 

As rega rds (a) , five values of the 1912 
type and the tw o higher values of 1914 type 
are fo und in enamel paint, the newly discov­
ered I sang value of 19 12 type has not been 
recorded in enamel paint, and it is probable 
it does not ex ist . 

( b ) T he quickest and easies t w ay to dis­
t ingui sh the different printings is to examine 
th em by ac ute reAected light. Hold the 
stamp or block pointing nearly at the light ; 
the dull ink printing remains dull and flat , 
while th e enamel paint glows and glitters, in 
extreme cases it appears almost embossed . 

( c) As rega rds the when and w hy of the 
enamel p rintings, w e have some direct evi­
dence. Mr. H olmes recorded in 1942 that 
Colonel Bailey had informed him that he 
(Col. Bailey) had seen the 1912 and 1914 
type stamps being actually printed during his 
visit to Lh asa in August 1924, and the au­
th orities w ere using enamel paint out of 
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TI BET ' S I 9 I 2-14 L O CALLY P RI N TED STAMP S 
A complete sheet of the 4 t rangka of the 1914 issue. 

A complete sheet of the 8 trangka of the 1914 issue. 
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TI BET ' S 1 9 1 2- 1+ L OC A LL Y PR INTE D S TA M PS 
A complete sheet of the l / 6th trangka green of the 1912 issue . 

imported 1 lb. tin s w ith gaudy labels. Mr. 
H olmes reco rded his surpri se at this, since 
the 1912 stamps w hich he had seen w ere not 
printed in shiny paint but in dull ink. 

F urthermore, th e w riter has been able to 
examine th e sheets, both of 19 12 and 19 14 
types, th at Colonel Bailey had bought at the 
same time, and there we re ve ry few shiny 
sheets amongst th em, the major ity being 
printed in dull ink . Th is clea rly suggests 
th at the en amel paint had only recently been 
brought into use, and th e shiny stamps h ad 
not ye t gone to any extent into active circu­
lation. This conclusion is supported by the 
fac t th at early dated covers h ave dull stamps, 
the ea rlies t cover w ith shiny stamp th at the 
w r iter has seen is da ted 1924, (on some 
Bai ley co rrespondence) . 

On th e other hand, the Tibet Trade Com­
mission, toured U . S. A. in 1948, and pre­
sented sets of 1912 type to interes ted col­
lectors; Mr. H averbeck tells me these l ate 
supplies we re again in dull ink. L ater still , 
in 1952, th e w riter obt ained from T ibet 

specimens and a few shee ts of 19 12 type, 
w hich we re all in dull ink. 

We may, in th e w r iter 's opinion, j ustifi ably 
concl ude from this evidence th at the shiny 
enamel was used as an emergency printing 
th at happened to coincide approximately with 
Colonel Bailey's visit in 1924, (doubtless the 
supply of dull ink had tempora rily run out). 
It was preceded and succeeded by the usual 
printings in dull ink. This conclusion is cor ­
roborated by the l arger stamps of 19 14 type, 
in which specialists distinguish between: 

(A) E arly prints in dull ink, but deep rich 
colors. (These are rare). 

( B ) E mergency printing in sh iny enamel, 
still w ith deep rich colors. (These are very 
ra re) . 

(C) L ater printings in dull ink, but weak 
rath er washy colors. (These are not so 
rare) . 

( D ) F inally as regards th e rel ative scarci­
ty of dull and shiny stamps. In complete 
mint sheets ( 1912 type ), there were only 

(Concluded on P age 152. ) 
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TIBET FRANCE F Ip Ex 
FIPEX 
(Continued from P age 60.) 

In another way Fipex is memorable. Never 
before has th e American portion of the phila­
telic wo rld shown so well its own peculi ar 
or distinctive ways, as seems likely to occur 
at Fipex. Our own sta tu s as a nation, and 
the strivings towa rd measuring up to the 
leadership th a t events since 1941 h ave liter­
ally thrust upon us, should be well mirrored 
phil atelically by Fipex. In short, the exh ibi­
tion will be basically a gr aphic model of 
American philately, wi th the international 

aspect of the show indicating our place in the 
philatelic co mmunity of nations. 

Let us neith er boast our merits , nor dis­
parage our shortcomings. We respect the 
l iki ngs and habi ts of every other country; 
we do things differently in many respects 
ourselves, because we prefe r to. The sight 
of philatelic materi al handled otherwise th an 
as we do, in the exhibits from beyond our 
own borders, may well produce cross-fe rt ili­
zation of stamp id eas amongs t us. To the 
ex tent th at this occurs, F ipex w ill be of 
intern ational significance. 
FRANCE 

(Continued from P age 138.) 

The old 4oc Ceres was the regular stamp 
to the appea rance of th e T ype I Sage in 1878. 
But it seems clear th a t the 4oc Sages we re 
prepared much earlier, in the expectation 
th a t a supply would be needed. Otherwise, 
there is no rational explanation as far as I 
can see, for the stereo printing existing. 4oc 
Ce res were not used up as fast as expected , 
because the 1876 new scheme of rates re­
duced their use dras tically, limiting it almost 
entirely to letters to North America. 

We do not know wheth er the separate 
ste reos we re locked up in a form like t ype 
and used directly fo r printing, or whether an 
elect rotype of such a fo rm was made, con­
stitutin g th e printing plate. But in view of 
the ev id ent need for speed in getting th e 
st amps into production , the for mer supposi­
tion is th e more likely. This need for speed 
was caused by the cessation of all work on 
production of plates or cliches for the Sage 

issue when the m as ter die cracked. The 
story of this cracking is given extensively in 
all literature on the issue, so need not be 
reviewed here. 

R eference to C. L. Allen, "The Journal­
ist 's Manual of Printing", 1929, reveals that 
even that late, ca ting of a stereo took 3 to 
5 minutes, w hile deposition of an electro took 
2 hours. Considering th at at leas t 150 sub­
jects, electro or stereo, have to be made for 
a shee t of Sage stamps as printed , and th at 
electros then have to be backed and blocked , 
w hile stereos a re cast type-high, requiring 
only slight planing and sawing, th e saving 
in time is clear. Furthermore, simultaneous 
production of several cliches must be ruled 
out in either case, in view of ou r knowledge 
of th e size and technical equipment of the 
stamp works producing this issue. 

The question as to whether T ype I or 
Type 2 of th e Sages is the original die, hotly 
deba ted in times past and recently, is delib­
er ately avoided in this article, lest it dis­
tract attention from the basal theme. 
three in the Bailey Collection, and the writer 
has seen three or four in another big Brit­
ish Collection. We are informed there are 
none in seve ral lead ing American collections, 
nor in Germany or elsewhere. This sug­
gests th at only 6 or 7 mint shiny sheets are 
located at present, w hile there are certainly 
ten times th at number of dull ink mint sheets 
extant. Used specimens are more abundant, 
being found chiefly on cove rs between 1925 
and 1930. There are two complete used 

sheets of l / 6th trangka green, one used sheet 
of 1/ 3rd tr angka blue, and another of l 
trangka red in a German collection. Even 

used, howeve r, th e shiny stamps are defi­
nitely sca rcer than th e dull ink ones. In the 
1914 type , the Bailey Collection had four 
mint sheets and 18 singles, of which only one 
sheet (of 8 trangka) and two singles (also 8 
trangk a ) were in shiny enamel. Up to date 
we have not seen or heard of a 4 trangka 
(blue) sheet in shiny enamel. If any reader 
of these notes has such a 'sheet , it would be 
interesting to record this fact. 

These notes make no pretence to be an ex­
haustive summary, but it is hoped th at they 
will give some indication of the relative 
scarci ty of dull and shiny stamps of th e 1912 
and 1914 type. 
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FIPEX 
The Fifth International Philatelic Exhi­

bition (F IPEX) is now, after many months 
of ca reful planning and tireless work by a 
group of dedicated philatelists, near ing the 
eventful day for which the stamp world is 
waiting. 

Just before noon on Saturday, April 28, the 
doors of the new, beautiful New York City 
Coliseum, the vast $35,000,000 edifice a t Co­
lumbus Circle, will swing open for the mos t 
important philatelic exhibition in history. 

Before the nine-day show concludes on 
Sunday, May 6, it is expected that the at­
tend ance record of 200,000 established in 
1947 when the Centenary International Ex­
hibition ( CIPEX) was held at Grand Cen­
tral Palace, will be shattered. 

Interest, here and abroad, is expected to 
reach an unpreced ented level. Entries have 
come in from all over the world. The re­
sponse has been so great that almost eve ry 
one of th e 72 governments invited, from all 
over the free world, will probably be rep re­
sented. 

As the opening feature of the Coliseum, 
FIPEX will occupy two floors. A photog­
raphy show and spo rts car show will occupy 
one floor each in the dedicatory program. 

Individual exhibits have exceeded all ex­
pecta tions, young collectors in the 10-I8 years 
age bracket have been competing for a place 
in the special junior division, and the finishing 
touches are being appl ied to exhibits of the 
U. S. Post Office, engravi ng, paper, and color 
processes. Stamp dealers ' boo th s, many phila­
telic organization lounges and a Lecture H all 
wi ll be among other highlights. 

Prizes wo rth approximately $20,000 in 
gold, silver gilt, silver and bronze from 
Cartier's, world-famous jewelers, a re just 
one indication of the magnitude of the task 
and scope involved in FIPEX. 

Although the long months of preparation 
have requi•~d the unselfish efforts of many 
phil a telists, it seems certain now th at they 
will feel amply rewarded when the word 
"success" is wri tten at the close of the Fifth 
Internation al Phil a telic Exhibition on Sunday, 
May 6. 

Four U. S. Fipex Issues l 
Postmaster General Arthur E. Summer~ 

field has an.nounced that the following item~ 
will be issued on the occasion of the Fift9 
Internation al Philatelic Exhibition , which 
will be held in the New York Coliseum\ 
New York, N . Y., from April 28 to May 6, 
1956: 

11-CENT SOUVENIR SHEET 

An 11-cent Souvenir Sheet will be first 
placed on sale at New York, N. Y., on April 
28, 1956, the opening day of the Exhibition. 

The sheet is 2Ys by 4y.( inches in dimen­
sio n, arranged horizontally, printed on the 
flat bed press on pre-gummed paper. The 
sheet is not perforated . 

In the left and right center, respectively, 
are shown enlarged reproductions of the 3-
cent si ngle color (purple) and the 8-cent bi­
color ( red and blue) Statue of Liberty 
stamps, series 1954-56. The sheet is printed 
in red, blue and purple. The double out­
line border which frames the wording, "In 
Compliment to 5th International Philatelic 
Exhibition, I956 New York, N. Y. , Apr. 28-
May 6," the facsimile signature of Arthur 
E. Summerfield, hi s title "Postmaster Gener­
al of th e United States," and the background 
of the 8-cent stamp will be printed in blue. 
The 3-cent st amp will be printed in purple. 
The central subject of the 8-cent st amp, the 
scroll work displayed on each sid e of the 
sheet , and the three stars in each corner of 
the sheet w ill be printed in red. 

3- CENT COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 

The 3-cent FIPEX commemorative stamp 
will be first placed on sale on April 30, 1956, 
a t New York, N. Y. 
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FI p Ex 
The stamp will be 0.84 by 1.44 inches in 
dimension , arranged horizontally, printed by 
the rotary process, electric-eye perforated 
and issued in shee ts of 50. The color of the 
st amp will be purple. 

The central design fe atures the New York 
Coliseum with Columbus Monument in the 
left foreground. The denomination "3c" ap­
pears in the upper left co rner and "U. S. 
Postage" is placed in the top right half of 
the stamp. Arranged in four lines beneath 
"U. S. Postage" is the wording "Fifth Inter­
national Philatelic Exhibition ," in dark 
Gothic. The lettering "New York Colise­
um 1956," arranged in one line at the bot­
tom , identifies the building above it. All let­
tering is in white face Gothic with the excep­
tion of the inscription. 

6-CENT AIR MAIL STAMPED ENVE'LOPE 

A 6-cent embossed air mail stamped en­
velope, No. 13 size (3 y,( by 6y,( inches) will 

be first placed on sale at New York, r. Y., 
on May 2, 1956. 

The embossed stamp will be red and is 0.76 
by 0.92 of an inch in dimension, arranged 
vertically. The central subject of the stamp 
is the artist's conception of an American 
E agle in fli ght, forming a si lhouette against 
billowing clouds. Across the top of the 
stamp is the wording "Air Mail 6c" and 
across th e bottom, arranged in two lines, is 
"F IPEX U. S. Postage". Both the lette r­
ing and eagle are white. 

2-CENT COMMEMORATIVE POSTAL CARD 

A special 2-cent postal card will be pl aced 
on first day sale at New York, New York, 
on May 4, 1956. 

The new card will conform in dimension 
and style to the present 2-cent postal card 
except for the st amp. The stamp itself is an 
equilateral tri angle pointing upw ard and 
measuring an inch and one-quarter on each 
side. It is printed in magenta and blue ink. 
The central design, which is white on a ma­
genta background , depicts the a rm of the 
Sta tue of Liberty holding the torch of Lib­
erty. Read ing across the upper pa rt of the 
stamp and superimposed on the central de­
sign are the letters "FIPEX" in white 
Gothic. Under this in blue Gothic letters, 
arranged in two lines, are the words "Fifth 
International Philatelic Exhibition" . In the 
lower right corner, also in blue Gothic let­
ters, are the words "New York, 1956" . In 
the lower left-hand corner is a white Gothic 
figure " 2," on the right of which and flush 
with the top is the word "Cents". In white 
Gothic letters under this and flush with the 
bottom of the figure "2" is "U. S. Postage" . 
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2 Two-Thirds of entire printing sold 

3 during 1st year of publication! §OLD 
THORP.-BARTEL § CATALOGUE 

of 

U~ S~ Stamped Envelopes 
One of the all time great reference books of Ph ilately 
cover ing today's most excit ing ph il ate lic inte rest. Lists , 
descr ibes , illust rates and prices , both cut square and en ­
t ire , every U. S. Stamped Envelope issued from 1853 to 
19 54. Incl udes Specimens , Essays and Proofs , Western 
Fran ks, Advert isi ng Co llars and all Die var ieties . 
A gi ant of a book. 

Cloth Bound: 600 pages 
C rde r N ow . Ed it ion L imited to First and Only Printing, from your favorite dealer or 

d irect from publi sher . 

NETCONC, N. J. 
Distr ibuted by GROSSMAN JAMES, Inc . : MEGHRIG : MINKUS : 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS : WESCO, Inc . 
Sta111ps ior Sale ll ll ll 
WE CAN BE 0 1F SERVICE TO YOU ! ! 

F or more t han a quar ter of a Centu r y, COLLECTORS, D EALERS, TRUST COMPA NIES 
a nd E XECUTORS OF ESTATES have consulted u s regardin g th e con n rs ion of Phila t e li c 
Properties into CASH . 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION . . . 
we ('Rn <' ffer early d a t f s a nd attractive t erm s. Ex per1 superv ision of a ll m a t e rial b y a n 
experienced P h ila t e lic Auction eer. Lib er a l a d van ces p endin g sale . Co m p rehen s ive in s u rance 
and Holmes Electric P r otection saf egua rds your property whil e in our possession. Our Catalog 
d ist r ibution is w o r ld·wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE . . . 
successfully places Collect ions, St ocks a nd Rarities w her e t h is m et hod is p r ~ ferred . 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITING . . . 
fo r th e <J utright purch a se of su itable m ateria l r egardless of a moun t. 

Our Advice, Backed by 30 Years Experience in the Stamp Trade, is at Your Disposa l 
Information Ch eerfully Given 

IR\VIN HEIMAN. INC. 

Serving American Philately Since 1 926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

ROOM 708 .A T el. : J U 2-23 93 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 

I 
•~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~• 
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SANABRIA 
for the air stamps 

of the world : 

*EAR LY 

* R ECENT AND 

* THOSE T O C O ME 

Al so 

* NE \ V I SSU ES OF T H E 

BRITIS H C OIUIUON \ VEAL'l' H 

Free b ookl e t 

N ICOLA§ SA N ABRIA C O ., INC. 
A . lU e d;:nn:ar, P1°e!!i. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
LI. s. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES : 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

Your Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
Will Be Appreciated. 

JOHN A. FOX 
173 Tulip Avenue , Floral Park, N. Y. 
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Ill 

You can't collect U. S. intel­

ligently, or buy wisely, 

without this book! 

Scott's 1956 

UNITED ST ATES 

SPECIALIZED 

Catalogue 
34th edition , 579 pages . 

Only $3.50 

Please order from your dealer. 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS. In~. 

461 Eighth Avenue New York I , N. Y. 
PHILATELIC LITERA TTJ RE 
HISTORIA FILATELICA DE LA GUERRA DEL PACIFICO, Puppo. The finest existing account 

of the rare and unusual postal markings of the War, 1879-83, which a lone identify the 
stamps of Chile used in Peru . 136 pages, maps, life-size illustrations ........ ...... ... ... $3 .00 

ESTUDIO DE LAS FALSIFICACIONES DE LOS SELLOS POSTALES DEL URUGUAY, Hoffman. 
Beautiful smooth paper finish , enormous illustrations of all known forge ries of Uruguay. 
250 numbered copies issued . FR EE with the ESTUDIO goes the 1948 catalogue of air 
mails of Uruguay, showing minor varieties, postmarks, quantities issued ... .. . .. .. .. .. .. $9 .00 

PHANTOM PHILATELY, Fred Melville. 204 pages, pocket size , chuck full of interesting 
stories about stamps "which are not w hat t hey seem," the bogus and phantasies, includ-
ing U. S. locals, by one of philately's best writers . .. .... .. ... .. ....... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. ............. $2.85 

THE FORCED STAMPS OF ALL COUNTRIES, Dorn. 240 pages, with 350 diagrams, identify­
ing thousands of forge ries of t he world. An excellent working volume for the serious 
collector's I ibrary ..... .. .. ........... .. ... .... ...... ...... ... ....... .. .................. ... .. ........ ... ....... .. .... $2.65 

19TH CENTURY U. S. FANCY CANCELLATIONS, Herst-Zareski . 287 pages, cloth bound, 
illustrating and pricing thousands of fancy cancels on or off cover. Carefully classified 
as to types, such as SHIPS, EXPR ESSES, GEOM ETRICS, etc . .. ......... .. .. ... .. .. .. ...... .... .. $5.00 

ORICEN DE LOS SELLOS Y DE SUS COLECCIONISTAS, Majo-Tocabens. 404 pages cram med 
with accounts of famous stamps, events and men. Includes facsimiles of first issues 
of Spain . .. ... ... .. ........... .. ... . ............... ..... .. . .. . ... . .. ............. ... .. .. ..... .. . ....... ................ ... $3.50 

All prices are post paid. 

RICHARD N. CON'E 
606 WEST LI BERTY STREET VERMILION , OHIO, U. S. A. 
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Jm CIJL"2ct.oM. Cl.u.6 QJJUJaMiM 
These Back Issues are available at the following prices : 

From 1926 to 1930 $2.50 per copy 
From 1931 to 1940 2.00 per copy 
From 1941 to date l .25 per copy 

Vol . v ( 1926 ) July, Oct. Vol. xx ( 1941) All issues 
Vol. VIII (1929 ) Apr., Oct . Vol . XXI (1942 ) All issues 
Vol. x ( 1931 ) Jan. , Apr. , Oct. Vol. XXll ( 1943 ) Jan. I, II ; Apr. I, 
Vol. XI ( 1932 ) Oct. II ; Jly.; Oct. I, II 
Vol. XII ( 1933 ) All issues Vol. XXlll ( 1944) Jan. I, II ; Jly.; 
Vol. XIII (1934) Apr. , Jly., Oct. Oct. I, II . 
Vol. XIV ( 1935 ) All issues Vol. XXIV ( 1945 ) All issues 
Vol. xv (1936 ) All issues Vol. xxv ( 1946 ) All issues 
Vol. XVI ( 1937 ) All issues Vol . XXVI ( 1947 ) All issues 
Vol. XVll ( 1938) April, July, Oct. Vol. XXVll ( 1948 ) All issues 
Vol. XVIII ( 1939 ) All issues Vol. XXVlll ( 1949 ) Jan., Apr., Jly. 
Vol. XIX (1940 ) Jan. , Apr. , July 

Vol. XXIX to date ( 1950-55 ) All Six Issues 

22 EAST 35th STREET 

Coiled~~ Club NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 
The Royal Philatelic Society, London 
List of Publications for Sale 

Addenda to th e Supplem ent to Lord Crawford's Catalogu e (Sir E. D. Bacon) 
Victoria. Th e Butterfiy Postmarks (J. R. W . Purves) 
V ictoria. Th e second type of obliteration tir e Barred Oval, 1851-56 (J. R . W. 

Purves) 
Tir e Stamps of Turk ey (A. Passe r ) 
N esbitt Stamped Envelo pes of th e U.S. A. 
An Index to th e F errari Sales Catalogu e 
Cumulative Index t o tir e London Plrilat elist- 1892-1 944 (R. King-Farlow ) 
Plroto-En_qraving and Plroto-Litlro grap lric Pro cesses (Ball and Y ardley ) 
Tir e P os tage Stamps of Great Britain, 1840-1853 , Part I (J. B. Seymour) 

Do. Do. D e luxe Edition 
Tir e Postage Stamp s of Great Britain, P art Ill. Tir e Emboss ed I ssues. Th e 

Surface-Printed I ssues of Qu een Victoria and Kin g Edward V II (K. M. 

£ 

I 

l 

2 

PRICE 

s. d. 
2 6 
7 6 

5 0 

IO 0 

5 0 

0 

0 

5 0 

0 0 

2 0 

Beaumont and H. C. V. Adams) o o 
Do. Do. D e lu xe Edition 2 2 o 

Tir e H alf-L ength s of Vic toria (J. R. W. Purves ) 12 12 o* 
*( P ostage extra) 

Payment may be made by International Money Order or a draft on The Westminster Bank, 
Ltd ., 154 Harley St ., London W. 1. 

D eta il s of the da te of publica tion of " The Stamps of Grea t Britain," Part 11, 
\\"ill be published in clue course. 
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World's Largest 
Catalogue 

MINT 20th CENTURY SETS 

Lis ts a n d Prices over 16,000 sets from 1900 to date. 
This is t he most richly illustrated and beautifully 
printed Catalogue publish ed any whe re. A must for 
the w e ll informed collector who wishes to keep up 
w it h the t imes. 
Special sect ions for R otary, U. N., F. D . A . and 
U . P. U . issu es , P ackets, Albums and Accessories. 

Se n d to receipt of 50c to cover handling 
and mailing costs. 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
W e are on e of the world's largest suppli ers of N ew 
Issues from every corner of the g lobe. Ou r repre­
sen tatives in 23 countries insure that you will re­
ceive complete cove rage and prompt service. N ot 
only regula r ~ ssues but Provis ion a ls and th e m ost 
unu sual materia l can be you rs at t h e most attractive 
prices. 
Our New Issue In fo rmation Bulletin will be sent 
upon request. 

OUR BUYINC DEPARTMENT 
YOU CAN SELL TO US 

Any kind of unused or used 19th or 20th Centu ry 
stam ps o f ANY COUNTRY, large collections, lots , 
a nd accu mulat ions. W e guaran tee your satisfaction 
with ou r prompt a nd 1ibe r a l offers and immediate 
payment. Send your m ate ria l to us with your ask .. 
in g price or reques t ou r offe r. Your m a teria l will 
be h eld intact pend in g your accepatnce o f our offer. 
W e will trave l to inspect la rge a nd important 
h old ings. 

GENERAL STA~IP CO. 
L. T ANKEL, Prop. 

100 Nassau St., New York 38, N. Y. 
STIMUL A TING NE W BOOK! 

COMMON 
SENSE 

PHILATELY 
By Barb a ra A. 
Mu eller , first 
woman to w in 
the McCoy 
award. 

If you've been 
stumped by a 
request to ex­
hibit, or how to 

use an auction catalog, forgotten a famous 
name, gotten bo red or run out of ideas to 
maintain your interest, this book will de­
scribe l 00 different ways of collecting and 
enjoying your hobby, explain practices, 
philosophy, and people of philately. Infor­
mation ga thered in no other one place! 
180 pages $3 .50 

ORDER FROM 

Princeton VAN NOSTRAND New Jersey 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
Visi t us at 
FIPEX BOOTH 61 
on the third floor of the 

COLISEUM 
Copies of our current Auction 

I 
Catalogs as wel I as samples of 
our MERCURY STAMP JOUR-

1 NAL are available. Subscrip-
tions to the new Catalog of 
lmperforate Classics of Europe 
by Edwin Mueller are ac­
cepted . 
Our stoc k of Foreign Covers, 
eve ry item pr iced s ingly, is on 
disp lay. Many valuable and 
scarce covers as well as low 
priced cove rs of al I kinds 
available. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Ave., New York 36, N. Y. 
Tel e t>h o n es iU U rru y Hi ll 2 - 7106 und 2 - (19'7(1 
O. II IX 



WE SPECIALIZE IN 

AMC 

ISRAEL 

POLAND 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

MANY, MANY MORE INTERESTING 
ITEMS IN STOCK. 

\ VHAT DO YOU NEED ? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 

ASDA-Collectors Club 

S . L. BAYER, Pro11. 
x THE COL
MAINLY BRITISH COLONIALS 
ADEN, 1937 Scott 1-12 .................................... $ 38.50 
ANTIGUA, 1932 Scott 67-76 .......................... $ 31.50 
ASCENSIO N, 1924 Scott 10-21 ......... ............... $ 17.00 
CAN ADA, 1897 Scott 61-65 .......................... .. $157 .50 
CANADA, 1898 Scott 85a ................ ................ $ 37.50 
CAYMAN, 1932 Scott 69-80 ............ ................ $ 45.00 
CYPRUS, 1923 Scott 87 ....... ............................. $ 18.50 
CYPRU S, 1923 Scott 88 u sed .......................... $ 55.00 
CYPRUS, 1928 Scott 109 ................................ $ 97.50 
CYPRUS, 1928 Scott 114-123 .......................... $ 24 .00 
F ALKLAND, 1928 Scott 52 ............................ $ 70.00 
FALKLAND, 1933 Scott 65-76 ........................ $150.00 
GIBRALT AR , 1903 Scott 47 .......................... .. $ 50.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1904 Scott 64 ............................ $ 48.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1911 Scott 63 ............................ $ 31.00 
GIBR ALTAR, 1921 Scott 90 .......................... $ 25.00 
GIBRALTAR, 1925 Scott 93 ............................ $ 85.00 
IRAQ, 1931 Scott 27 .......................................... $ 38.50 
LAGOS, 1904 Scott 49 ....... ............................... $ 50.00 
LEEWARD, 1897 Scott 16 .............................. $ 57.50 
MALTA, 1919 Scott 65 .................................... $ 95.00 
MONTSERRAT, 1932 Scott 75-84 .................. $ 40.00 
NAT AL, 1908 Scott 117 .................................... $ 32.50 
NEW GU I NEA, 1935 Scott C44-45 ................ $ 80 .00 
NEW ZEALAND, 1906 Scott 122-5 .............. $ 10.00 
NEW ZEALAND, 1925 Scott 179-181 .. ........ $ 2.75 
ST. HELEN A, 1922 Scott 94 .......................... $ 60.00 
ST. HELENA, 1922 Scott 99 .......................... $ 12.50 
ST. H ELENA, 1934 Scott 101-110 ................ $ 33.00 
ST. L UCIA, 1883 Scott 34 .............................. $ 30.00 
ST. LUCI A, 1883 Scott 36 .............................. $ 37.50 

British Colonials welco med. Mint or Used. 

BRIDGER & KAY Ltd. 
86 STRAND, LONDON, W. C. 2. 

Established 1897. 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Jluction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
R. MARESCH & SON 
• Choice Classics of the World for 

Connoisseurs 

• The Largest Stock of Foreign and 
European Stamps in Canada 

• A Fine & Impressive Stock of 
Latin America 

• B. N . A. and British Colonies 

• Collections by Private Treaty 

• Airmails of the World 

• Prephilatelic Covers 

• Our International Connect ions 
enable us to acquire items 
generally unobtainable . 

B. ~IABESCH & SON 
Cable a ddress: Rarestamps Toronto 

69 Hayter Canada Toronto ( 2 ), Ont. 
LECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. II 



AUCTION SALES 

of Rare and Valuable 

British North 
AIDe•·i~a 

and other Postage Stamps held 
regularly. 

Illustrated catalogs available a month before 
sale date 

Estate Properties solicited for sale 
at auction or outright purchase. 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington W, Toronto, Canada 
Phone Empire 4-6003. Cables: Sistamp, Toronto. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV , NO
Next. 

JIJLIABD 
••At •• ~IAIL SALES 

(All E xperti sed Stamps, from 1840 to 1930) 

# 4: Closing MARCH 27 

# 5: Closing MAY 6 

(A SPECIAL FIPEX M. S. LISTINC.) 

AN AMAZINC CHOICE OF UNUSUAL 

ITEMS 

(This sale will be shown in New York, 

on appointment, during FIPEX ) 

Ask today for the catalogs, and join the 

happy family of Ju liard 's clients. 

A. § . .JULIARD 
Narberth, Pa • 
Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

Foreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. l(elleher 
7 Water Street, Boston 9, Mass. ) 
. . • THE .•. 

POSTAL STATIONERY BULLETIN 
Our latest publication lists interest­
ing singles and collections for the 
specialist. 
If you are a specialist , and have not 
as yet added postal stationery to 
your collection , drop us a line for a 
copy of this interesting little publi ­
cation . 
WE MAINTAIN THE LARGEST 
STOCK OF POSTAL STATIONERY 
in this country, both used and un ­
used, and if you are looking for 
some particular group, why not drop 
us a line? 
COUNTRY COLLECTIONS from 
both the Mitchell and Clark col ­
lections are still available ... let 
us know your interests, and we will 
let you know what is available. 

HIGGIN§ & GAGE, Inc. 
23 No. Santa Anita , Pasadena 8 , California 
. II XI 



SATISFACTION 
16.7.55 

I am pleased to declare you that I was always 
satisfied with my purchase of this year in your 
auctions a nd that I highly appreciate the perfect 
descriptions of the lots and the kindness of your 
s taff in answering all my questions. 

R. B., Cenoa, Italy. 

11.10.55 

. I deem it a privilege to be a customer of 
such a satisfactory firm . 

C. £. B. W., Sheffield. 

8.12.55 
I should like to express my appreciation of 

your fine service during the past year. I am 
constantly amazed at the offerings of your auc­
tions and I find the catalogues a philatelic edu­
cation in themselves . I constan tly recommend 
your auctions without reservation to my philatelic 
friend s. 

Dr. A. H., Ind ., U. S. A. 

9.12.55 
I was very pleased with my purchase and wish 

Lo thank you all for your promptness and courtesy 
during the past year and help in securing some 
nice material for a n ever-growing clientele. 

R. M. L., Ontario, Canada 

19.12.55 
Being a new b idder in your auctions I am very 

sati sfied with the item received ... your cata­
logues are much better than average. 

J. J. K., Wis., U. S. A. 

11.1.56 
. . . you give all the time the best service in 

England. 
0. H., Copenhagen , Denmark. 

13.1.56 
I am very well satisfied and wish to thank your 

whole Organization for such a splendid result 
which much exceed my expectations. 

J. A. R., London . 

The above are extracts from letters penned to: 

Robson Lowe, Limited 
THE PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS 

50 PALL MALL 

LONDON, S.W.l 

When replying to this advertisement please men­
tion that you saw it in the "Collectors Club 
Philatelist". 
XII THE COL
ERRORS, VARIETIES 

and AIRMAILS 
• For 30 years we have been specializing in all 

unusual items ; Error s, Varieties, etc. , regardless 
a s to whether they a re or are not lis ted. 

N ow w e h a ve on h a nd a very large selection of 
Airmails, R otary, U. P. U., U. N .. Inverted Cen­
t er s, Spor ts, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe 
S heets , Proofs, Die Proofs, etc., etc. 
We have oddities a nd unu sual items from many 
different countries, a s :-

A lbania, Abyss inia, Belg ium, Br az il , Canary 
Is la nds, Colombi a , Con go, Croatia, Czechoslo­
vak ia, Da n zig, Ecua dor , Far East, France & 
Colonies, Greece, Georg ia, H onduras, Icela nd, 
Ifni , Ira n , Italy & Colonies, L a t via, Liberia, 
Lithua nia, Mon aco, Nicara gua, Paraguay, 
P olan d, Roma nia. Russia, Saar, Salvador, 
Scadta , Spain & Colonies, T a nger, T a nn a Touva , 
U r ug uay, V en ezu ela, etc. , etc., etc. 

\Ve will g ladly ma k e up special offers or selection s 
on approval. P lease w r ite coun t l"ies, price ra nge 
an d spec ial t ies . (U sual ref er en ce, please} 
\Ve are also buyers of simi lar material. Auction 
sa les are held regularly-over 50. 000 lots we re 
sold in the past 5 yea rs . Catalogue free on 
reques t. 

tD 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 PARK ROW NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 
L

FOR 

ClaMY: 
9MUfl!J 

WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX,XV, NO. 11 



Collectors Club Handbooks 
EARLY AMERICAN PERFORATING MACHINES 
AND PERFORATIONS 1857-1867 
By Winthrop S. Bogp 

33 Pa1es •.•• 20 Illustrations ••.• Price $1 .00 

FRENCH MOROCCO 
THE 1943-44 TOUR HASSAN ISSUES 
By Charles Neidorf 

56 Pa1es •• • • 62 Illustrations .••. Price $1.50 

Tiie Postage Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
By Harrison D. S. tiaverbeck 

61 Pa1es • • • • 141 Illustrations . • • • Price $2.00 

Tiie Postage Sta•ps of e NEPAL 
By Dawson, Haverbeck and Smythies 

46 Pa1es . . . • 60 Illustrations • . . . Price $1.50 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Cumulative Index (1922-1951) • . . . . . . . . . . . Price $1.00 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

The Two Cent Green Stamp 
By Howard Lehman 

23 Pa1es •••• 41 Illustrations •.• . Price $1 .00 

e BRAZIL 

Bulls Eye Centennial Issue 1843-1943. . . . . . . Price $2.oo 

GREECE 

(Translation from Kohl's Handbook) 

Parts I, II and IV Only . . . . . . . . . . . . Price $2.00 Each 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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APRIL 
IN 48th STREET 
-Unreserved Auctions of Merit-

APRIL 3,. 4 

General Sale 

comprising 

UNITED STATES AND GENERAL FOREIGN 

APRIL 9,. 10,. 11 

A beautiful lot of Mulreadys 

A Specialized Group of British North America 
offered by order of Mrs. Louise Dale of New York 

A Magnificent Collection of 19th and Early 20th Century 
United States 

APRIL 18,. 17,, 18,, 19 

Air Post of the World 

A Specialized Collection of Liberia 

* Write for gratis catalogues of the above sales 

* 
APRIL 23,, 24,, 25 

The "ALFRED H. CASPARY" Collection 
SALE FOUR 

GERMAN STATES 
- PART ONE -

Wonderful items of both quality and rarity abound throu1hout this auction of some 
950 lots, of which the catalogue is now ready. Order your copy now-$1.00 (re­
funded to purchasers in Caspary auctions ): List of Prices Realized $.75 (available 10 
days after auction) . 

D. B. DAHMER" INC. 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 




