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Postal History of Polish Legions 1914-1917 
By J. KUCHARSKI 

INTRODUCTION 

\\'ith rlw c•,·pr-grmnng mt!'f<•st 111 

rlw po,t:tl hi-.rory of tlll' l'oli--h I.,(•­
gion, o,·c•r rlw p:1,1 lwC'nty ~·C'ar,, not 
only 111 th1-. 1·011111ry hut 111 l'ohll'I 
: nd E11rop<' a-. w,•11, tlwn• i-. a growin•t 
d,•mand for a rww c•·lit1011 of a rn·,rc• 
c·ornplPtP ancl 11p to clarc• , .. 11:dog. 

.\ gro11p of intf'T(',lf•rl 1·ollc•1·10r,- of 
po-.t al hbt 01 y of I he· I' ,li-.h Lf'g1on. 
man,· r1f wlwm :tr<' l':ilon11, mPmlwr,, 
rt'ltdwd tlw 1·0111'111-.ion th:tt 10 ,ati--fy 

imprmc• :rnrl r·orr<•c·t C{,I. BPr<•k', hook 
011 tlu, -11hic·r1 in l.0111!:in in I !lfi\. 

C'ol. B,•rPk did not arc·C'pt the per­
,onal 111,·11a1wn of thi, writrr to im­
prove• 111, l,c;ok wirh tlw 1·oopC'ra1ion 
of 01 lwr 1'0101111, nwmh<•r... \ gnup 
d1·1·1,1on wa, n·:wlwd: t lw 1·omp1ling 
r;f rnaJ<•rial, ii, o,gani1.ation. an•! it-­
l'rli1imr wo11ld lw rc•l1•gatC'd to thp 
author of 1hi, artwlt•. Ill this work. 
tlw 1·oopnathP c•fiort- of l'olon11-
11,,•111l>I":- w:i, 1·1 l,p rrhr.l upon. 

Tlw i...-11in!.( ol a 111•11· 1·at·dog of 

The first group of the Polisn Legion cross the border of the Russian occupation 
on Augult 6th, 1914 in direct ion of Kielce and Jedrzejow, 
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pu,-1 al ,-tat HH11•ry of ti)(' l'oli,-h Lt•gwn 
,hould in no way h<' mi"<"lll"t rtJ('(f a, 
a rt'huttal to or a rrilJc•al anal~·,..,,. of 
the ,;af11ahl!', pionrrrrng r<•,c•arc·h work 
dorw b\ <'<>I. BerPk. The main ohjP<·­
t in• of th1- new ratalog would he to 
benefit thr man,· c·ollet·tor,- intc-rc•.,ted 
in thr po:-tal htstory of the L<'gion 
Thi,- <·atalog i,- mt<'ndecl to 1·orrC'1·t 
<>rror,, to complete information whiC'h 
1, ~par,el~· notecl in thr J>I'C',ent e•l­
nion, and to add 1w11· matc•rtal di,-­
ro,·<'N?d through ext<'rbi1·e rC>.,Parc·h and 
material .,upplied hy c·ooperating ,·ol­
fpc•tor--. 

BASIC R£ASONS FOR UNDERTAKING 
The two m:un rf'a,-on, for c·orrerting 

and 11pcbt111g C'ol. Berek',- hook on 
postal htstory are; I I The :t\'ailahilitY 
of 1·er, rxtrn,..i1<• rc•frrPrwe m·1t1•nal on 
po,tal hr,-tory of t lw l'ofr,-h 1~1011, 

:1rnilahle not only from nry c·ollrc·tion, 
l>ut from tlw C'ollrc·t1on, of vart-Jll" 

l'olc;rrn, lll<'mhC'r:-. T hi, ,·a,-t referc•n<·<' 
material i" a q11i1·kh· and e:1,-1ly 11-ed 
lm,;i,- for ,npplying mor<' infom1at1011 
:1hout mi,,ing- it!'m,, ,o ll<'f'P'>-,;ary to 
ti11,- ,..tudy of po-ta! hi,-tor,. :!J .\,·­
c·e-,-ihility to a larg<' an:ount of doC'1t-
11wnta ry p1·id<·n<"' of t hc> l'oli,-h h1•1<1ry 
and J..l'gion or(!;aniz·•t 10n. whi,·h i, 
rc•adily a 1·a1l:1 hie• at the J>if,mbki Jn­
,t itute- in '\r11· i-wk City. The l'il,ucl-
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,k1 fnslitutc ha, by far tlw mo,i cx-
1<>11-in• 1·oll!'tllon of the \·arious pic·­
tm<' po,t,·:ml, :itHI c·nit handstamp­
on dorument- (011tsirl<" of Poland J 

a 1·ailal,I<' for rrit ic·:d a nalys1s ancl 
study. I loll'<>1·er. not m111·h <':tn lw 
fo11ncl thrre <'rm,·rrning thr po,;tal 
hi,-tory of thr L<'!!:ion, ll'hirh i, mo4h· 
in r·ollf'<•tor,' hands. 

In \\'ar,,all', Poland, thr 1·ario1L, his­
toriral d1w111nents 1·01ering th1, peric1cl 
:, n• :-c•crl't 11·ely kept in t lw Citadel 
l'ulilH' 1·1('11·1n~ and ri•sParc·hing of the 
1·ario11, doruments i, not pen111ttrd. 
Con,-{•<p1c•ntly. thi,- 1a,t amount of hi,­
forical information and data i.- hicl,lrn 
from tlw p11l,lir Yirll', and ma~· not be 
pl'rmtttl'cl to <·omc• to lrght for m:1111 
yea~. 

In 1·ir1·; ( f ti)(' impo,,ihility of oh­
faininv drtailC'd n1at!'rial from Poland. 
the intc>rr,lrd rollrctor, of postal his­
tory d<'<·tdrd 11, pul,lt,-h ,1 more rom­
pl<'tl' 1·atalog of rlw l'm·z((r Polt11m. 
and of relatC'd mat<'rial a1·:,ilahle in 
thi, rn11n1ry. Thr puhli,hing ll'011lcl 
fir-t hr don<' hy Ir-, rxpen,i\'C' rrpro­
dn<·tion m<'t hml- ( Xrroxing, photo­
r·opying J in l1r11 oi rom·1•n11onal print­
ini:-, ,-in,·r t hr lattrr appP-1 rs to llf• 
too <'Ostl~· at thi, tnnr. 

\lth:rngh thr ta,k of p11hfi,-l11ng :r 
ll<'W catalog i- :, prodigious undc•rtak-
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Card with the Fusiliers Bose Command Fieldpost marking and post­
marked Krakau/ Krakow of August 16, 1914. 

111g. 1t ,ho11ld not l ,. i<'rt to futur<' 
'!PllP~ation,. Jh tlll'n, tlw c·on lit ion, 
,,r llw 111at<•nal- m·,y l>P ,-o ahP~<'il, and 
rJ.,, -11p1.orting 111at!'rial -o dt,t><'r-rd 
<;r r·ompl<•:<•I~· lo,t, that it, rc•r·o,·<•r., 
would imp,,r• :, ,·a r a1t101111t or work. 
( ·on,<•qrwntly, tlw prr·paration and 
1,11hlir·atio11 of, nr,,· r·1talo:i: ,ho11ld he• 
dorw 110\\, with tlw ,,hol,·lwarrr,I r· -
, p<'ration cf <"oll<•<"tor, and ,t11<lrnt- of 
r lw po,tal hi-t ,n· of 1 h<' l'oh-h L<'2io11 

It ,ho11ld l c• rpc•o•~niw,I rl1'1t ,rl('h 
:in 1111dPrlakinc: r·annot h<• tlw r:•-11h 
of ;>1)(> r·ollr•c·tor·s <·ffort-.. l,111 th<' ,11·n-
11:at1on of th,, work d 111an~- phila­
tPlil' -P<'<"i:tl,t,. It j .. in thi.- wa\" thar 
g:q, will lw fill, .. ] with inform::t:on 0:1 
111:dNial that h·, hN••t rPf c•·rt<' lh 
,•hf'<•k('rl, and wh:r·h will r lwn a,-,m <· 
·rn <··lition with •t minimum ,f <'"!'or-. 

\\·c arc• irffil ing nor only ·•rrnlrtarra 
1·011,•:·tor, .. l,111 also ,mall r·oll('<·t ., r- of 
,t;ll\'('llir- to 1·0111:1('1 tlH' 1'0101111, :-,o­
<'i<"ty, or thi, ,,rrt<·r, 1f tlwy hav<' an, 
Lc>gion 1·orn·spo11d!•111·1• or phorcwopl(•s 
of postr·,m!- or r·on·r,. :-,r,m(' t1e111, will 
no do11ht pron· ,·,tl11ahl(' for our r--­
•ra r<"h about rlw L('gton ·, po,t.d hi-­
rory, and the, r.-ill he grc•atly appr<•-
1·1atPd. 
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"LURABA 1981" 
IXIL\B.\ f!)-.,1 wa- rlw fi -t tll'<'r-

11·1 IIPnal phila l!•li<· rxh1h1t 1011 drvoterl 
<'X<"l11,n<•ly to aNo and a,tro phila1<>h·. 
and lwld 11nd<"r rlw patronagr of rh<> 
Fe,k•r.ithn T11trrn:lfmnalc dP Phtlatehr 
IFll'1. It w:, lwld .\lar<"h :!0-:!!I, l!l\l 
,. t the· ;-;\,·1, .. Tran-1,·,rr :\l11~11m 111 
L11<·c•rnP, :-,witzrrla1ul. Ir 1·011,-;.tt>d or 
:!HJ c•xhibitor,- from :!4 <·<>1111trie .. for 
a rota I of l.:!'- I fr.1111<•,. The• p)11la•elic· 
<•.'ht hit, "·c•·p pn•ad t hro1t1?ho11t r hr 
m1i-c•1m1; I hi, ga ,·p r hf' ,how an ilfl­
prp,.,.jn• atmo,phrr<', ,in,·<" rn·1ny of th!· 
H'T) airr-raft 11,,·d to fl.,· t)w <·o,·c•r, 111 
t lw c·xluhit ion \\'N<' h:ingin~ • l\'Prhr 1d. 
TIH're wrn• ,e,·rn Pxhihit, of intem,t 
ri 1· :1llr<"t<.r- of Poland: Brrnard IIrn-
1111!'., t·:-- \. ' Danzig .\irmail," ((;ol•I 
:\[pdal); .l.mw- :\la7('fa, L':-, \, ":-,rm1-
()ffl(•tal and Offi,·tal \1r .\latl- of Po­
land tr, JD:Jfl" (\'prnl(•il .\IP!al w;rh 
:-,p,·<·1:tl . \ w, rd I ; .Jan Po11lir, Swi t zt>r­
land. "\.i<>n na-K ra kow-T .rmhrrg-Kic•, 
Li1w" IY<'r111P1l .\lrrlal I; Throdora 
l'oub•, :-wit zPrl:tnrl, .. Poland \tr Po .. r .. 
( ,·c•rmc·il .\[('rial I: Bolr-law Ka<"zmar­
Pk, Poland. ".\ir f'o,t in Polawl" (Sil­
,·C'r .\!Nial J; :-,tc•ph!'n Jlo,m-k1. Fran<"<', 
".\ir Po,t 1n Poland l!ll'--:l!J" 1:-i h·"r­
Bronzr :\l!'dal ! : and Zhigmrw Klrd<'<·­
ki, Pol: nd. "Poh-h . \ir Post" I BronZ<' I 
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Forgery of the First Polish Issue After World War I 
By STANLEY KRONENBERG 

......... _. •• r,, ........... --... - .... ---.--.---.,-

GENUINE OVERPRINT 

Forg!'nr•, C'Xt•t ot tlw 11111wrforat!• 
~,amp,- of Poland. (·atalog no,. Scr,{I 
l l-14, .\J,rhrl 1-:;, Huch 1-,-► . \II four 
oYerprint rlmomination,-: .5 frn/1 yr. 
10 feu/1 (Ir, and ,>(J frn/10 7r w!'rc• 
fore;c•cl on e;rn11i11r 1mprrfora tr "·:i T· 

-aw City ~!ail j,-,11e- Ofon111n<•nt sPt I 

whirh werr preparrd during \\'orl I 
\\'ar T hut wer!' nr-,·rr 1.-,-11E'rl 

Forged overprinh arP pnnl!•,I lith­
oi:i:raphic·:ill\' whilr (!(•1111111<> ovrrp~int­
are printrcl typoe;raphi<':tlly. Tlwy (•a11 
also he cli,-tme;11ish!'d from gc•n11inr o­
,·rrprint- hy cliffPrrm·r, in leflC'ring :,, 
, .. Yi~ihle in the• r-nrlo,<•rl ph:1fograph-. 
The most pro110111w<>d drfforrn<·<· ap­
pltC'ahlr lo all four drnomination, is 
in th<' ININ "I(" who,r rop slanrrd 
linr is run·,·d 111 gt-rlllin<• ovrrprint, 
hut ,, st raie;ht and lone;rr in thrs,• 
for~rn•.s, Thr ink i< glo,s~· in the e;c•n-
11it1E' overprint, and dull in the•-!' for­
e;criC',-. Thrrr arc• rliffrrrn,·rs 111 t lw o­
,·crprint, dimc•n.,ion- whirh ,·an· for 
rarh of tll(' fom ovrrprint deno;nin·1-
11011-

\,- tlw ha,i(· imJ)('riora1r ( witho11t 
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FORGED OVERPRINT 

<;l'(•rprmt" I ,, ·1111 p- ;ire· ,<·ar!·r, t h!',l' 
fore;Prir, an• rarr[y •Pl'll. l'rrfora tr 
,f:unp., of thi, i,,,11r :irr r·on,iderahh· 
morr ,·:tf11ahlP wit holll an ovrrpri~t 
than <Jn•-pri111<•d; thi, may hr the rea­
•OP ,dn· J <'rforat<' ,t:1111p, do not rxi~t 
1n1h forg<•d m,•rprint,. 

r lvl\-<' n-•t ,,·c•n a rn- nwnt ion of 
tlll',f' fnr<!Prii·- in thr • philatrli" lit­
·~ar11r1•. 

HELP WANTED 
I alll dorng all 111-df•pth ,trnh- ol 

the forgrrl(', and i,,11t•- of l'O\\' Camp 
.\l11ma11. For c·omparison p11rpo,e,, I 
ll('l'd t hr foll()\1 ing: i·an<·c>lc•rl , .. n·er,. 
Ptther C'TO or .,c·t11al 11,agc•, c·en,()rc•d 
mail into tlw 1·a111p. "olor proof,. 
<·opic>, of ,t:1mps othrr than the a,·-
1·epH•d <·olor ,·ari<•ty, and forgrric,. 
'<erox <·opir•, will do, l'IP·1,<• -tat!• 

•·olor, anrl datp, if s1wh infonnation , ... 
pPrt mc·nt. l'lea,r do not hr,itatc to 
,encl tlw m'<•dc·d mat!'rial. f wo11ld lik<· 
10 look at Pwn·thmg po,-,ihl<'. l'lc:1,P 
mat! to C'fm, K11lpin,ki, Box 41i4, 
Fea,trr\'ille. I'.\ HI0-17. Findillll:• will 
he p11hli,l1C'd, hoJ;Pf11lh· within a yf'ar. 
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Warsaw Post Offices Under Enemy Fire 
in Late 1944 

By WINSTON GRUSZCZYK 
(Reprinted from the APS JOURNAU 

The year 1944 is among the most 
tragic in the history of Poland. The war 
against Germany appeared to be enter­
ing its final phase, and as the German 
Army retreated toward the Vistula 
River, the Polish Underground Army 
in Warsaw started an open struggle on 
August I, 1944. . 

The Soviet Army suddenly halted its 
offensive against the Germans at the 
gates of Warsaw, allowing the Germans 
to crush an uprising on the left bank of 
the Vistula River in Warsaw. The 
Soviets remained idle until September 
13, when the part of the city known as 
"Praga," on the right ban~ of t~e 
Vistula was captured by Polish units 
trained \n Russia. After the uprising in 
October 1944, the German Army 
leveled all remaining buildings in their 
part of the city, and removed all the in­
habitants. 

The Praga area on the right side of 
the river escaped total destruction, and 
soon after liberation in September 1944 
started to come back to life, though un­
der steady German artillery fire from 
the left bank of the Vistula. Life then 
was indeed very difficult, as most 
families had lost their fathers and sons 
- taken by retreating German troops 
- and it is no small wonder that postal 
facilities did open under such circum­
stances. 

Unfortunately, there is not much in­
formation in Polish postal archives 
regarding the period of September 1944 
to January 13, 1945, when the front line 
in Warsaw remained static along the 
Vistula River. My inquiries to the 
Ministry of Postal Service in Warsaw 
remain unanswered. We are fortunate 
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in having the evidence that we do, most 
ofit coming from mail sent to the Inter­
national Red Cross in Geneva , 
Switzerland, for the most part by 
female inhabitants of the liberated part 
of Warsaw asking for information 
about relatives taken by the Germans. 

Somehow, mail sent to the Red Cross 
in Geneva was saved from destruction 
and found its way to collectors in 
Western Europe and the USA. By 
means of these letters we are able to 
reconstruct an interesting part of Polish 
postal history. 

There is a short note in the now 
defunct Polish philatelic periodical, 
Bulletin of the Warsaw Philatelic 
Society. January I 974, listing eight post 
offices opened in Warsaw in this period 
of late 1944, but evidence of their open­
ing dates generally is not available. 

The numbers and locations of the 
post-liberation reactivated post offices 
are as follows: 

Warsaw 2, at 11 Ratuszowa Street; 
Warsaw 4, at 102 Radzyminska 

Street; 
Warsaw 9, at 26 Wysocki Strezt; 
Warsaw 16, at 59 Zabkowska Street; 
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Warsaw 23, at 25 Stalowa Street; 
Warsaw 26; 
Warsaw 38, at Zamojski Street 

(Wedel Plant); 
Warsaw 50, at 108 Grochowska 

Street. 
Unfortunately, I cannot find any 

mail coming from Warsaw 2 post of­
fice, and have no information regarding 
its postal service. I may add, however, 
that this post office was the closest one 
to the Vistula River - less than two 
miles from the front line - and was 
perhaps the most difficult to operate. 

Mail from Warsaw 4 Post Office is 
easier to locate, and a variety of cancels 
exist. The earliest is the old German 
date cancel, "WARSCHAU NO4," 
with the letters "CHAU" erased, and 
"WARS ... NO4" remaining. This 
post office started service only four 
days after liberation on September 18, 
but I have the earliest example of a 
cancel, October 18, in my collection. 

Later examples of Warsaw 4 cancels 
have the erased letters replaced with 
" ... AW A," completing the name of 
Warszawa in Polish. Such corrected 
cancels are known beginning late in 
November 1944. Registration labels 
used were mostly blank with a penciled 
"Warszawa 4"; later a rubber stamp 
for registration was introduced. 

The post office at Warsaw 9, like 
Warsaw 2, remains an unknown for me. 
I have not had luck in seeing any mail 
that originated there. 

The post office known as Warsaw 16 
appears to have been a small branch of 
Warsaw 4, as all registered mail 
originating there carries a penciled in­
scription, "Warsaw 16," and a registra­
tion number, but the cancellation of 
Warsaw 4. The earliest postmark I have 
is for November 23, I 944. 

The Warsaw 23 post office appears 
to have begun operation in November 
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1944. The earliest examples have red­
penciled, boxed registration inscrip­
tions. stamps crossed over with red pen­
cil, and a date made by a non-postal. 
movable rubber stamp. The earliest ex­
ample seen is from November 16. A 
few days later, a new rubber-stamped 
date cancel came into use, along with a 
new boxed registration rubber stamp. 

The post office at Warsaw 26 used a 
-·~~ 

.J. ~◄i-i, 

1k-...---l¼- . • 

.....- ~;,:,-. 
r .:_ f'.!?.~ ~ : 

!111/ 8 J7;~•: • 
·,.~,,~,, !- • 

' .}'~ti; ~; \., • . • : 

F,,.,, J. F,0,,1 of'°"'' Jt111 J,o,,. W•n•• 
u,, 'lftt• ,,a,ur•m,• ••tit.ti ,. l"•trl All 
"1HTI u■t fro'" r,,,. 16 ,OIi o/f,u vr 
n•ulH .. ,,, ··w•,n•'" 04" ,.u,,..,lt. 
/!totr , .. , "'""'"Jy '"'"'"I lttttTJ 111 t•Mtl 
,u,w .,, ,uo,utrwttl •• "Wus:_.we o, . •• 

one-line, rubber-stamped "WA RS­
ZA WA 26" to cancel stamps, with im­
pressions in violet, black , or red, 
depending on the available ink. The of­
fice had a customary rubber-stamped 
box for registration, and the date usual­
ly was penciled above the registration 
imprint. The earliest I have is from 
December 2, 1944. 

- ~ . ~-t'fJ~ 
~t.. :, 

_ ~~i· lllll 
}{ r < I ,H'?4 , •< f 

~ i,.;:. 
, ·- ·· 1-zs ?7' ..., -4"= 

In '!.-· ·_; ' , 
IIIll . i\ \!-t J ' - --·--

Fi1•rr J. SM,r of ,.,,, /DUii •• •• 
,.,,10,,,, ,,..,kl fro#ll l+'eruw 16, •11A 

strtUfllt .. ..,.,u.-w• 16" n,",t aM ~•''''' 
left of D,et,,.kr II, 194', •H~ tlw 
rtfUlr•hn ,,,.,,,;.,: Ev,,.,,. C't•JOt ,,.,,, .. , ,.. • .,,.s,.,,.,.., 

Polonus Bulletin, Moy-June, 1981 



Warsaw 38 post office had a one-line, 
rubber- stamped "U.P.T.WA RS­
ZA WA," and a smaller sized "WARS­
ZA WA," both used in the same time 
period. The registration was marked in 
pencil. with the aforementioned small 
rubber-stamped "Warszawa" added. 
Sometimes the word "Wedel" was add­
ed in pencil to the registration inscrip­
tion, to indicate the post office location 
at the Wedel Candy Plant. The earliest 
postmark I have seen showed Novem­
ber 24, I 944. 

Unfortunately, there is no informa­
tion available on Warsaw 50 post of­
fice. 

All mail from the liberated part of 
Warsaw to the Red Cross in Geneva 
had to be sent via a long circular route 
extending outside Europe, to avoid 
German-occupied territories. The 
mailbags were sent by Russian Field­
post to Moscow, and there redirected to 
Ankara, Turkey, where a date stamp 
was impressed. From Ankara most of 
the mail went to Egypt, where Egyptian 
censor tapes and censor rubber­
stamped markings were added. 

The next step carried the mail to 
Gibralter, where again registration rub­
ber stamps were imprinted at the post 
office. The final portion of travel from 
Gibralter to Geneva probably involved 
Spain and France, with the bulk of the 
mail known today arriving at Inter­
national Red Cross Headquarters after 
the end of the war in Europe. Some was 
canceled in Geneva in April 1945, but 
other items arrived in May, June, or 
even as late as December 1945, after 
one year in transit . 

There are some covers known with a 
cancel added at Bayruth (Beirut), 
Lebanon, and Lebanese censor tape, in­
dicating the existence of various routes 
between Ankara and Geneva. Also, 
some covers do not have a Gibralter 
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postmark, again suggesting various 
routes between Egypt and Geneva. 

There are mysterious censor tapes on 
some envelopes: tapes of plain orange, 
or pink strips of paper, without any in­
dication of the country in which they 
were applied. I was inclined to believe 
that such letters were opened in transit 
through Russia, as the quality of paper 
in these tapes is very poor, and the Rus­
sians were known sometimes to censor 
letters without indicating the operation. 
I must admit, however, that I erred; to 
my surprise, one cover shows orange 
tape on top of a Lebanese tape, ruining 
my theory. The pink and orange tapes 
remain a mystery, and perhaps readers 
will have suggestions for a solution. 

The Polish stamps used on Warsaw 
covers of this period are almost ex­
clusively Scott Nos. 344 or 345, printed 
in Moscow. It is possible to have had a 
Lublin-printed Scott No. 341 /3, but by 
the time postal service in Warsaw was 
reintroduced, this set was already sold 
out at post offices outside Warsaw. 
There is a possibility of having an 
overprinted commemorative No. 345A 
on covers mailed after December 31, 
but such covers are quite scarce. 

The Winter Offensive of January 
1945 liberated the remainder of Poland 
from German occupation, including the 
main part of Warsaw on the left bank 
of the Vistula, on January 17, 1945, and 
soon life started to come back from the 
ruins of the city. Thus, the fascinating 
postal history of active post offices just 
a mile or two from the front line came 
to a conclusion. A few months later, the 
surrender of Germany opened mail 
routes through the European Conti­
nent, eliminating the need for transit 
via faraway countries. 
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Flp,t 7. &«• of ~tnn snt f,.o,,. W.t<,.,..;,, , • ,.._,. of Warsaw, 
wit/f I.AHMU rnuw t•~.· NC,,,.,,,,,, ;,. a.,,., •. Lt ... o • . 
"Myu,ry" /Jid ,,__ ,-,. oho i, ,. ,,_, ,._. 

Fi,•rr I. FrHt of ~O'l!tT fro• w.,..., 16 JHIU off~1 ~1,,,i.:,s • 
uuo,,.~ut• ,o"',-,,,.11r111i~ ,,.,,.,. Sco11 No. JOA, ,,..;.w luH,y 
I . 194J. TJ,is roPn .,,,.,,_, to UH' Nr,, bt P~ u,il tlw"" of 
,,.,, ... , , wltn it WJ u,rt 1•r<HtJ/f lik'r•tt, £,.,,,,, wit/f E..1/iU u•­
u,,, ,.,, o,u, •1,nri•1 " ;,. r, .m,u ;. Gtu'M °" 1rJ1 , , "''· 
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POLAND PERSPECTIVE 
In the ~far<'h-,\pnl l!l'il lmllrtrn 

wr had a reprint of tlw Trt·wls artidr 
on Poland, rrpnntrd from l,i1111 's. Thn 
author of thr Treml.~ artidf' made tlw 
<·ornnwnt that prn·r, for mon• n•c1•11t 
mint Polan,! ha\'C ,topp<• I n,-rng, and 
111 som<• <·a,r, ha\'(' (•1·rn fallPll. "'r 
don't ai?:r<'!' with t IIP a11t hor. a, w,, 
don't find th1, to hr trnP. It 1, our 
opinion that whrn you do find ,.,;m;c-
011c with a !i,ting of Poland at harg:1111 
pr:1•p,-, 11 i, a dr·d<•r who may h·11·p 
p11rc•hasp•( a 1·0II P<·t ion at a fr:11·1 wn of 
,·atalog and 1, ,riling on that hasi,. 
\\"hen you ,1·nd him an ordrr. ~-011 will 
11,11alh· n•1·c•1\C' a note h:ll'k saying 
that hr 1, sold out of 111, h:,rgain 
pri('(•d matrrial. !l('fl:arding tlw fart 
that many "11,rd" -rt, of Poland ar<' 
11wrras111g 111 \'al11c•, It i, l,cra11,P t hP 
,!rmand i, grO\l'lllg and tlw numhPr of 
,tam1, 1s,11r1l wa, oftl'n qmtr :-mall. 
\\"r ,ugge,t \'OIi .,ttl(ly tlw figure•, gi1·1•n 
111 thr l!l\l Rw·h 1•:11:ilo'! of q11·111titiP, 
prmtrd. In many in,tanrr, tlw print­
ing, wNr 111 tlw 1lw11,an1l·, so a ,t11dy 
of the <'atalog will di,<-io'<' man,· 
",lrrpPr,". 

\\'r had hoprd that tlw 1n.-.1 H1wh 
,·a ta log for t lw pre·- I !1:m i---ues would 
ha 1·r h1•1•11 a ,·ala hie• li1•forc• gomg on 
with our ronmwnts. In gc•nNal, how-
1•1·n. you r·an 11,1• t Ill' following l'•lllll­
:it<·, 111 arrinng at what pn1·1•, will 
lik<'l~· hr·, wh<•n tlw <·atalog 1lc,c, hi,­
(·omc a\'ailahlr. Tho,-(• ,,tamp, 11hirh 
ar<• rradrly arn1lahlc• will Ix· approx-
1matPly :{ rPnt, pPr dory of !"tlalo2. 
.\, they ltl'c·omr ,c·arc·Pr you c·an 1•,tirn­
aH• prlC'<'-- :1 t t to :1 r·c•nt- pN 7.loty of 
,·atalog. Hant1r,, of <·011r-<', arr prir<•d 
on rN111r,,1. .\not lwr fac·tor in pnC'in!! 
is <'onditwn. :\lany ,tamps i,,11c•d lx•­
for<' \\'orld \\'ar I 111 11,<'d <'ondition 
arc hc•c·orrnng diffi1·11lt 10 fi11d in n•ry 
fine <'cmdition. In nor111al printmg and 
u,ag<', little· attempt 11·a, made• 1, 
proclur<' :-t:1mw with good rent<'nng 
:ind 1l(•rf-. ( 'arH'PllatiOJb wc•rc not maclr 
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to pie-a,<' ,·ollPc·tors. Oft<'n, thr tinw 
sp1•nt in t n·ing to mak(' up :i. rlC''1n. 
w,•11-,·c•ntr•rf'rl -.c•t wo11lrl mak<• tlw 
pri,·1• of th·1t -c•t man,· tmw- tlw <·at-
a!,,g \ ahl('_ • 

On·r tlw yc•·tr- \1·1· ha\'(', on ocra­
s11,11, n•r·Pi\'l•d <'omplaint., from 1·oll<'<'-
1:,r, that Poland has is,11rd too ma111· 
stamp,. llowrvN, if yo11 will 1·al1·11l:11·C' 
t lw r·ost of <·olle1·t ing all the ~tamp~ 
from Poland <-:wh \'Par it .-rldom C'X· 

,·P('(l- 12-J,'J dollar~ (c•~c·Ppt in th,;,r 
, .. ,,<,, wlwn a sp1•1·11lat ive so111·c•mr sheet 
is adrl!'d. ~Ian~· ro11nt ri<'" will j-.,-11r 
onr ,1•1 of ,t:t1np, or a sirndc• souvenir 
,h1•c•1 that will ,·o,t a- Jllll('h. or mon• 
than. tlw rntirl' 1·P:tr from Poland. 

\\'p would like.' to .,1·r "'>mi• 1'11·,ng('-
111 th,• po.,tal i,-suing poliri<'- of th<' 
l'oh,-h 1?:01·<'rnn1<'nt that 11'011ld rlnrnn­
atr• sp1•,·11latin• i,,uc•,. \\'r lwlic1·(' that 
tlw -.am!' :m1ount of mtrrC'st and rr•1·­
rn11C' 1·an Le j!l'11eratr•d hy printings in 
,uffirirnt q11anti1ir,. _\ h<'ttrr rhoir~ 
of ,11hjN•ts r·an al--o Ir madr that 
would tC'll ,-onwthinl! of l'olanrl'-. hi,­
tory, whil<· .,till IK•ing of a popular 
topic·:il nat11rr. .\ rrt11rn to "~Ir 
:-,lania \" 1_1'))<' of 1•ngra1·i11g, would : 1-
.. 0 lie 11·rlr·ornrd. 

NEW MEMBERS 
C :eor,1..'(' B. ~frnire 
lfilli \\'('•I fith - .\pt. 111 
\11,1111, TX ,...,,m 

Kawmc•n H. :\faz11r 
:-,kandernp1·c•i -Ht h 
ltorlo1·rr, Danrnark :!fiJO 

ErJ!' .J. Palnwr 
-111 :-<u,11 h ht 
O.-kalo1i,;a. I.\ :>:!,ii, 

HAVE YOU MOVED? 
If you ha,·c mo, c:d, plc:ast notify m 

of your change of address. '\la1\ no 
ticc to ,\I Rdmski, Bex 82, Rivr1 
Gro,c, IL 60.14 l. You II ill s11·c 11, 
the expense of paying post.ige due: 
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BOOK REVIEW 
KATALOG SPECJALIZOWANY ZNAKOW POCZTOWYCH ZIEM POLSKICH 
TOM 2 1981 ; 414 pgs., printed by Krojowa Agencio Wydownico, Warsaw 

For tbe la,t eight ~c·ars or ,o. thr fort11natc•I.,·, many of :-anahna',- om1,-;­
<'di1101i.- of the· "Huc·h"' ratalog haH• ,1011,. and <•rrnrs an• im·ludrd. J f<•r•I 
lrft m11c·h to hf' d<>-1r<>d. The c·mlt('III that it would h:1,·e hrrn h<•tln to \\·•,it 

-<>em<>d to c·hange from yrar to ,·rar 
\\'ii h im pori ant ~w·t ions. such as Lo,·:tl 
Po-t-, l><'ina: ornittNI. Thi, w:i, furtllC'r 
c·omplic·at('([ h,· h:,nng to Jll~tdr• two 
Pdition,, cmr for "rc-g11lar" i-,1m,. and 
,IJlotlwr for "rnrirtir-". But if th<' nE'\\' 
I'JSJ Yolmnr T\\'o i, an indi,~1tinn of 
rlw f11t11rr format of the '·R,wh" r·tla-
101{, our patirnre h·1, h<>en re\\'ardr 1' 

\'0J11me Two ('Oil tams S('('t ion x,·n, 
·Poc·zta Polska !944-J!l)-O" and ,ert1on 
X\' fll . " l'oc·zt~· Lotni,·zr, Hll-t-Hll;()." 
\'olum!' One·, \\ hi1•h \~·ill <·ontain all t lw 
prP-l!l4-I i,,-ur~. i, due to ap(X'ar -'.lmr 
tmw thi, ,11mnw~. \\.hil<> th:· :1nrn ni1.,i­
tio11 of thr·.-.• two prr,Pnt ,N·tion, i­
-imilar, thr c·ontcnt i, not. Thr fir-t 
,c•1·t1on j,. tlw rat:,[og of :-lamp.-. in­
rl11drng oifi<'ial, and pc·,ta-rr d11<'s, 
po,-tal ,tationery. and po,tal c·arrk to 
I !J'-,(J, Earh 1,,,·11c• j,- c·a t alog1•d \\'it h a 
,hort hi,tor.,· of thr i,,ur, 1t, pri<·<' in 
1,lot.1·. pJ11,. all known ,·arirtir,-, rrror,. 
prr;of,, pric·c• on 1·01·Pr, :•ml in rn·1111· 
1·a-e-, rn•11 for pair,- and bloC"ks. Tlw 
rompl<'tC'ne•,, of this ,1•c·tio11 far c•xc·N"b 
:tll\'thing rl,-r :11·ailahlr to rollrdor, of 
Poland. 

The .\ir J'o,t ,Pc·tion i- a11 admirable 
fir,.t attc•mpt to c·ahlog the :dr pci,t 
of Poland. It r·on,i,-t- 1>f ten ,<>rtion­
whi,·h rnwr t lw prc•- J!l l '- foremnn!'r 
flight,, t lw pt011('{'r pNiod, fir,;! and 
-r<>rial flight-. halloon, git 'Pr. and 
roc·k<'l 111:11I, and finalh·, 1,<•pplin 
flight,. Tlw :--rl'tio11 of fir,t and ,pec·tal 
flight, i,- a wrlromrd romplrtr rrwork-
1ng of the• oldN C'flition, with mam ad­
dition, and a nrw numl>rring ,,·,trm 
Tlw ,e•C"t1011 011 the• lahrl.- of th<> LOPP 
i,- di,-appo1nt111g. It apprar- to he a 
r·r,pyi11g of tlw :--anabna e·atalog with 
a few :11ld1tion., and omi.-,ion,. Ln-
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and publish an :•c·c·ur:ilc h,ting of thi-: 
im11ortant ill'()<'C't of l'olanrl ', ar·ophil­
·1 tPlir hil'ron· rat her than to p<•rpe• 11-
at r the-<• <•rr,,r,-. .. \I--·,, thr pric·ing in 
thi, ,('c•tion de~ not rrflPC'f tlw rur­
n•nt mark<'!; most 11<•rn, arc far 11n­
<l<>rprirPcl. ThP <''1rli<•.-1 LOI'!' 1,,-11c•, 
;tr<· omittPd hN·•ur~ th!' <'ditor, helte,·p 
that I he:-c• \\'Nf' 11:11 11,rd on air mail. 
hut onl~· for an incliration of pal'lnent 
on nll'tnher,.hin c·ar '"· Thi, i- 1·ont ra ­
rlic·ted h~ the fac-t that thr,· do c•xi,t 
on flown , .. n·pr,: l>r,1dP,. t hP1r orm-­
,ion le:1n.,. 0111 :• n imporranr part of 
th<' 1.01'1' J11,tor1·. 

Till' rat a log i-- ,·c•r~· e·a,,· h follo\\ . 
r1·<>n if onf' de)('- not rrarl Poli.,h .. \ 
rC'l:tll pric•(' Ill n.: dollar, (':tll b<• dC'­
term11wd from d1\'1drng t lw pri1·1• in 
1.l ·•t~ 1>1· :l,'>. In ,h•;rt. thi,- c·atalog i, a 
11111-1 for l'oll1•rtor-, of Poland. It f':tll 

I><' pur!'l1: ,-<•r[ for . .:).!l.'i p1~-fp:11d fnrn 
Bie111erk1, lnr .. Box 100, <;ranirr Cit,·. 
r r. li:!0-10. 

AMERIPEX '86 
Thil' Tntrrnat1onal Pl11la tehc· Ex­

luhit 1011 to ht• IH'ld in C'hil'ago ~lay :!:!­
.Junr I, l!t,li. ha, ))('c•n lltO\c>d to a 
nr\1· Icwation-thr ()'!Ian• Expr,-111on 
Center. 1'0101111, mPml>rr- .\lfre I :--zr­
li<>I, .Jame., ~la1.epa. :ind ,John Bart­
c·zak \\'ill .•rn·c• on r he• \mn11wx Ex­
hibit ( 'ommit irr. 

BULLETIN AD RATES 
F11II l':11?:r ad 8.1C).O(J 
llalf Page• ad . . . . . . . :-:::10.00 
Cl11arter l'ag(• ad . . . $1 '-i.OO 
Excessive :opy ;ubject to <!Xtro :horge 

Extra charge also for 1llustrot1ons and 
cuts. Send copy with check to Editor 
Make check payable to Polonus Phil. Soc. 
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FOR POLAND SPECIALISTS 

POLISH CAT A LOGS & LITERATURE 
1981 Ruch Catalog - Vol. 11 .. 

Filotelisto - Bound Vols. 

Filotelisto - Unbound Year Set 

P.O.W. Catalogs - 6 Vol. Set 

. ....... $ 5.95* 

* F-rices include postage 

POLAND # I - PARTIAL PRICE LIST 

8.95* 

6.00* 

15.00* 

Description (no gum GOOD FINE VERY FINE 

or regummed) $300.00 $450.00 $600.00...-

Used ...... . ....... $100.00 $175.00 $225.00-

On Cover $295.00 POR POR 

SPECIAL TERMS: F'ol inus members reserve the # l material you de­

sire now while the selection is excellent. Payments will be arranged 

to fit your philatelic budget. 

VARIETIES - POLAND NO. 
In addition to the items priced above we hove a fine selection 

of Numeral c:::mcel'otions, Plate Flows, Blue Ovals, and Color types 

POLAND SPECIALIZED 
We also stock: POLISH P.O.W. CAMP, KRAKOWS, PROOFS, 

ERRORS, VARIETIES, plls POLAND ISSUES 1860 to Date 

SEND YOUR POLAND WANT LIST FOR QUOTATIONS. 

BIENIECKI, Inc. 
BOX 100 • GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 62040 

Polonus 166 - APS 
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BEG YOUR PARDON 
Tn thP .January-February is,-ue of 

the Polorw.~ Bulletin we made an error 
rn the printrng of the namP of the 
author of tlw artl('fe "Polish Air Forc•p 
l',,.,t Offic·<• in Blackpool". The c·orrec·t 
name of the author i,- Stanislaw .Jan-
1is;:e,\·ski .. \lt h'>ugh he resides 111 Lon­
don, England, lw has Ix-en a mcmhcr 
of Pol onus for O\'!'r :3k years a nrl i, 
well-known to manv of 11,. 

-Editor 

JAN WITKOWSKI 
Tlw PZF I Polish Philatelic· .-\lit 

:mceJin Poznan, Poland had a ,-pec·ial 
rxhibit of souvenir rards from wrll­
puhlit•i7Rrl philatelic· show" throughout 
thr world. Among the 44 cards on dis­
play were tho~e from Polpex shows. 
ThPy wPrP dp.,1gnPd I>\· Jan \Yttowi;kt. 
who ,·isitecl us and i,erved as a judgr 
at Polp<·x •i!J. At the Poznan show he 
was honof'('d for HO y<>ars in philatrly. 

POLAPEX '81 WINNERS 
Followrng are thP wrnnen- from the· 

Polish l'hilatelic· Club of .\1ilwaukf'I 
<'xhiht110n hrld m :\farrh. 

Best in Show award wa., won by 
Ua\'ld f;tpfanr1,• for hts Pxhihit. "Polish 
FiPldpost, Hll4-l920" 

.\dvanl'erl ('f:t.," awards wrre won 
hy: Rohert Konowal, "Error,;, FrPaks 
and OdditiPs of Poland" /gold I: Ra,·­
mond Orzechowski, ·• Poli,.,h Olymptc·s 
111 Philat<>ly" ( gold J; .T.D. Przyhy­
szrw,-ki, "Five C'enturic,; of Pofo,h 
Paintings" (silver); Robert Konowal, 
·T.S. Bureau Bulk :\fail Preranrrls" 
/,-1h·pr); llol><•rt ~feyer, "Flowers of 
Poland" (bro117,e I; and Erik Martini, 
"Stam,~, and Stationery r,ed During 
thC' Grnnan Orrupation" (bronze). 

Xovtc'(' Class awards went to: 
:-;,ephanie Kaspar, "Stamps for a 
:¾mg" (gold); Stanley .\nto,;iewirz, 
.. . \meri<'ana on Fon•ign Po,;tage 
:--tamp/' r~ih·erJ; and Wand:i. Goetz­
man, "Ornithology of Pol:i.nd" 
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIITY 

Jomes Mozepo, Publications Comm. 
P. 0. Box 1217, Oak Pork, IL 60304 

Chester A. Schafer, Editor & Secretory 
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60622 

Stanley Rusin, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 56148, Chicago, IL 60656 

Th• Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political. Views expressed by authors 
of articles appearing herein do not 
necessarily express the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society, 

- Annual Due, are $10.00 -

lhron1.r). 
Limited ,upplie.- of POL\PEX '',I 

so11venir c·arhrt rnn•lopC's, prmtrd 111 

thrre <'Olors and hot foil stamping, arc• 
available. The rle.-ign featurr-- Poli.,h 
Folk Art; available at 81 .00 <'a<'h or 
SI. 7 ,5 for the ~Pt of two from I renr 
Orz, Box l '.Uifi, :'llilwauke<•, \\'T .'):3:201. 
frwhtdP a stampc·rl, ,"f•lf-addressed en­
\'C'lopc for return mail. Two -011vr111r 
tards in rliffrn•nt C'Olor- arr al1'(1 avail­
:1hlr at 8:2.00 prr <'ard. 

In aJemol'it1m 
ZBTC'\fEW WLOD.\lt'Kl 

of Bratknell, England 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR POLAND 

• SUPPLEMENT #25-1980 
$2.70 

(plus $1.60 Shipping) 

Wr.te us for a special price on 
complete Poland pages 

K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC . 
Geo. C. Kobylka 

Box 159, Berwyn, IL 60402 
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