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UNITED STATES

My 40 Years With The Graf Zeppelin Stamps
By Henry M. Goodkind

The date of issue of the United States Graf Zeppelin issue (Seott C13-15,
Sanabria Nos. 15-17) was April 19, 1930. Thus, in this month of April 1970,
this very popular set of United States stamps is marking its 40th anniversary.
There will be no eelebrations nor will the U. S. Post Office take any notice of
this event,

;
)

Figure |. A Goodkind cover showing my 40 years of collecting the 1930 Graf Zeppelin stamps.
This cover was mailed by my late father to my cousin in Frankfurt, Germany. (Photo by Boutrelle)

In the April, 1968 number of this magazine (AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS,
Vol. XV, No. 4, pages 85-93), 1 wrote about my fifty years with the first air
mail stamp of the United States — the 24 cent red and blue of 1918, Although
the Graf Zeppelin set of three is twelve years younger than the first air mail
stamp, 1 believe that T have derived just as much pleasure from colleeting the
Graf Zeppelins as the first air mail stamp.

It is presumed that many collectors, speculators and stamp savers think
that the main attraction with the Graf Zeppelin stamps has been their out-
standing price inerement. From an original face value of $4.55 for the sel of
three when issued in 1930, the prices listed in the 1970 Scott Cuatalogue are SE00
mint and $380 used. The remarkable part of this priee inerease is that it has
been a slow but steady elimb over the past 40 years.

In the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS of October 1966 (Vol. XIV, No. 2, pages
35-45), T wrote an article “*U. 8. Graf Zeppelin Issue. Why So High.”” T showed
that this set was a *‘depression baby’’ and very few could afford to lay out
%4.55 for the set in 1930. The U.S. Post Office Department kept the stamps
on sale after the Graf Zeppelin flight in the hopes of selling more with little
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suecess. Consequently, the unsold stocks were destroyed, making the total
number of Graf Zeppelin sets sold a little over 60,000, which is exeeptionally
scarce for a United States issue.

For me, the price angle is not what attracted me to the Graf Zeppelin
issne. If the set had gone from $4.55 in 1930 to only $10 in 1970, T still would
have found many angles with the Graf Zeppelin stamps that can interest a
philatelist. Ineidentally, I have some non-philatelie friends who were advised
by stamp dealers to buy the Graf Zeppelin issue in mint plate number blocks
of six. They did well. They paid about $3000 for the blocks and now ean
realize $4500. But this is only money (eold eash) not the joy of collecting and
studying stamps or what is ealled philately.

Aviation History

None denied that they were fascinated with seeing the German Zeppelins
flying in the sky. They were mueh more interesting than an airplane. Today
if you see a blimp flying over your neighborhood, it always commands attention,
while no one pays any attention to a jet plane.

Years ago, if one saw a Zeppelin flying, it was a real thrill. In faect, back
in the 1930s, it seemed assured that transatlantic flying would be done by Zep-
pelins, not by airplanes.

Fortunately, many Germans are ardent stamp collectors. Consequently,
the Zeppelin Company ‘‘kept its eye on philately™ by permitting collectors and
stamp dealers to service many different flight covers from various points.

There seems to he no bhetter way to afford the present-day philatelist a good
conception of how the stamps were sold in this country and also to show all
the different flights that one could prepare for the 1930 Graf Zeppelin Pan-
American Flight than reading the entire April 3, 1930 Postal Notice of the
U.S. Post Office Department.®* It reads as follows:

“GRAF ZEPPELIN AIR MAIL STAMPS

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, Apr. 3, 1930

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service ave advised that the De-
partment is about to issue three special Zeppelin air mail stamps of 65-cent,
$1.30, and $2.60 denominations, for use on mail matter carried on the Graf
Zeppelin first Europe-Pan America round-trip flight, to be made early in May.

The stamps are the same shape and size as the eurrent air mail stamps,
75/100 by 184/100 inches, and are described as follows:

The border design is the same for each stamp, with the necessary change of
numerals representing the value. At the top of the stamp in a straight line
are the words **Graf Zeppelin'’ with the words ‘‘ Europe-Pan America Flight’’
directly beneath. At the bottom of the stamp in a dark panel appear the words
““‘United States Postage’’ and within cireles in both lower corners are the
numerals showing the denomination.

The 65-cent stamp is printed in green and contains as the cenfral design a
representation of the Graf Zeppelin in flight across the Atlantie Ocean in an
eastward direction.

In the $1.30 stamp the airship is similarly shown sailing westward with a
partial outline of the eastern and western eontinents on either side of the stamp.
This stamp is printed in brown.

*Originally published in the Collectors Club Philatelist of July, 1932,
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The design of the $2.60 stamp shows the Graf Zeppelin emerging from the
clonds, passing a globe representing the earth, and traveling toward the west.
This stamp is printed in blue.

The Graf Zeppelin stamps will first be placed on sale at the post office,
Washington, D. C., on Apr. 19, 1930, and for the benefit of collectors the stamps
will be placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Ageney of the Department.
The stamps will also be placed on sale at the following additional post offices on

Apr. 21, 1930

Alabama—Birmingham,
Arizona—Phoenix,
Arkansas—Little Rock,

Californin—Los  Angeles, Oakland
and San Franeisco,

Colorado—Denver,

Connectieut—Bridgeport, Hartford,

and New Haven,
Delaware—Wilmington,
Florida—Jacksonville,
Tampa,
Georgia—Atlanta and Savannah,
Idaho—DBoise,
[llinois—Chieago, Peoria, and Spring-
field,
Indiana—Fort Wayne, Indianapolis,
and South Bend,
lowa—Cedar Rapids, Des Moines,
and Sioux City,

Miami, and

Kansas—Topeka, and Wichita,
Kentueky—Louisville,
Lounisiana—New Orleans,
Maine—Portland,
Maryland—Baltimore,
Massachusetts—Boston,
and Woreester,
Michigan—Detroit,
and Lansing,
Minnesota—Duluth, Minneapolis, and
St. Paul,
Mississippi—Vicksburg,
Missouri—Kansas City, St. Joseph,
and St. Louis,
Montana—Helena,
Nebraska—Lineoln and Omaha,
Oregon—DPortland,
Pennsylvania—Harrisburg, Philadel-
phia, Pittsburgh, and Seranton,

Springfield,
Grand Rapids,

HITTTT S TR TS TN & DTS TRV S TR s TN S T S R RS T T ST TR o DT S

WAYS TO SELL ----

:
g
I. PUBLIC AUCTION _ g
A popular and satisfactory method of sale for many types of collections,
rarities and other philatelic properties. We have conducted successful public
auction sales for over 35 years.
2. PRIVATE SALE OR PRIVATE TREATY
Some properties, because of their nature are best sold privately. We place
many valuable holdings in this manner. |
3. "SPECIAL OFFERS" CATALOGUE E
A new concept in philatelic selling. Published at periodic intervals these g
catalogues will offer selected classic and modern rarities, collections and other i
L]
9

Lt e L ITTTHT & T & T S T S T <)

consignments at fixed prices for immediate cash.

4. IMMEDIATE CASH
Woe are always interested in buying suitable material for immedicate cash.
Correspondence invited.

Wae are recognized appraisers for estate, tax, insurance and other purposes.

IRWIN HEIMAN

INC,

ONE LINDEN PLACE & GREAT NECK, L. 1., N.Y. 11021

Suite 305 Tel. (516) 466-3144
R T T T [ts T T T
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Nevada—Reno,

New Hampshire—Concord,

New Jersev—Jersey City, Newark,
and Trenton,

New Mexico—Albuquerque,

New York—Albany, Brooklyn, Buf-
falo, New York, Rochester, Sche-
nectady, and Syracuse,

North Carolina—Charlotte, and
Greenshoro,

North Dakota—Fargo,

Rhode Island—Providenee,
South Carolina—Charleston,
South Dakota—Sioux Falls,
Tennessee—Chattanooga,
and Nashville,
Texas—Austin, Dallas, Houston, and
San Antonio,
["tah—Salt Lake City,
Vermont—Burlington
Virginia—Norfolk and Richmond,
Washington—Seattle and Spokane,

Memphis,

Ohio—Akron, Cinecinnati, Cleveland, West  Virginia — Charleston and
Columbus, Dayton, Springfield, Wheeling,
and Toledo, Wisconsin—Madison and Milwaukee,
Oklahoma — Oklahoma City, and Wyoming—Chevenne,
Tulsa,

Postmasters at the above post offices will be sent a supply of the stamps
without requisition, together with speeial instruetions in regard to the sale and
accounting.

This speeial issue will be limited to 1,000,000 stamps of each denomination,
whieh will remain on sale at the above post offices until the departure of the
Giraf Zeppelin from Lakehurst, N.J., on the return flight. The stamps then
remaining unsold will be veealled for destruetion. As soon as the above quan-
tities are printed the plates will be destroyed and no additional printing
authorized.

The Graf Zeppelin stamps will be eontinued on sale at the Philatelic Ageney
of the Department until June 30, 1930, for the benefit of stamp eollectors.

When these stamps are desirved for collection purposes the remittance must
include return postage and registry fee.

Ovders tor Zeppelin stamps sent to the Philatelic Ageney will be fllled more
promptly if other varieties of stamps are omitted.

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

“GRAF ZEPPELIN' EUROPE-PAN AMERICA ROUND FLIGHT
SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, Apr. 3, 1930.

In eonneetion with the first Burope-Pan Ameriea round flight to be made
by the Graf Zeppelin, starting on or after May 10, 1930, from Friedrichshafen,
Germany, via Seville, Spain, and Pernambueco, Brazil, to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
thenee back to Pernambuco, thenee to Lakehurst and return to Friedriehshafen
via Seville, arrangements have been made for sending by the flight mentioned,
both from Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst and from Lakehurst to Friedrichshafen,
ordinary letters (not exceeding 1 ounce in weight) and post eards mailed in this
country and prepaid with United States stamps. A speeial cachet will be used
on such letters and post cards by the Graf Zeppelin from both Friedrichshafen
and Lakehurst.

The rates (postage plus fee for the air dispateh) applicable for dispatch
from New York to Friedvichshafen by the ordinary means, thence by the Graf
Zeppelin to Lakehurst, N..J. (via Seville-Pernambueo-Rio de Janeiro-Pernam-
bueo) and from Lakehurst by the United States domestie air mail service, where

20 April, 1970



Figure 2. The Graf Zeppelin approaching its hangar in Lakehurst, N.J. while in the United States
on its 1930 Pan-American Flight.

available, to the office of destination in this country are:

$2.60 for each letter.
$#1.30 for each single post eard.

Artieles for this dispateh should be marvked ** Via Friedrichshafen and Graf
Zeppelin to Lakehurst ™" and be sent under cover to the postmaster at New York
(80 as to reach New York not later than Apr. 30), after being properly prepaid.
If the speeial issue Zeppelin stamps (see notice of the Third Assistant Postmaster
General in the Bulletin in this connection) are not available at the office of
mailing and are desired a money ovder, made payable to the postmaster at New
York, to cover the rate applicable as above stated should be sent in the same
cover.

The rates (postage plus fee for the air dispateh) applicable for dispateh
by the Graf Zeppelin from Lakehurst to Seville or Friedrichshafen are:

$1.30 for each letter.
65 cents for each single post card.

Artieles for this dispatech may be addressed for delivery in this eountry or
any BEuropean country and should be marked **Via Graf Zeppelin, care Post-
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master, Lakehurst, N.J."" and be deposited in the mails in regular course in
time to reach Lakehurst before the Graf Zeppelin departs for Europe. Further
information as to the date of departure will be announced later. Such of these
articles as are addressed for delivery in this eountry will be sent baeck from
Germany by the next steamer and will be dispatehed from New York by the
United States domestie air serviee, when praeticable, to the office of destination.

As in the ease of articles for the dispateh mentioned first above, if the
special issue Zeppelin stamps are desired and are not obtainable at the office of
mailing, a money order, made payable to the postmaster at New York, to cover
the rate applicable should be sent under special cover, with the article to be
mailed to the postmaster at New York.

The Graf Zeppelin will also carry mail from Friedrichshafen, Seville, Per-
nambuco, and Rio de Janeiro, on which the rates as shown below must be prepaid
with stamps issued by each country concerned :

Friedrichshafen to Seville, German stamps, reichsmark 2 (0.50)
Friedrichshafen to Pernambueo, German stamps, reichsmark 4 ($1.)
Friedrichshafen to Rio de Janeiro, German stamps, reichsmark 4 ($1.)
Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst, German stamps, reichsmark 10 ($2.50)
Seville to Pernambuco, Spanish stamps, peseta 8 ($1.)

Seville to Rio de Janeiro, Spanish stamps, peseta 8 ($1.)

Seville to Lakehurst, Spanish stamps, peseta 20 ($2.50)

Rio de Janeiro to Pernambueo, Brazilian stamps, milrveis 5 ($0.60)
Rio de Janeiro to Lakehurst, Brazilian stamps, milreis 10 ($1.20)

Rio de Janeiro to Seville, Brazilian stamps, milreis 20 ($2.40)

Letters and post cards for prepayment with foreign stamps at the rates
shown in the preceding paragraph and for mailing and dispateh by the Graf
Zeppelin from one of the foreign offices mentioned in that paragraph should be
sent under cover to the speeial representative of the Graf Zeppelin in this eoun-
iry, K. W. Von Meister, 578 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. Such letters
and post eards should bear the name and address of addressee and the return
address of the sender and be marked in addition **Via Graf Zeppelin from. ..
(plaee of departure) to... (place of arrival).”

With such articles sent to Mr. Von Meister should be sent a eertified cheek
or money order in United States eurreney to prepay the articles at the rate
applicable.

Artieles to be prepaid with German stamps for dispateh from Friedrich-
shafen, or with Spanish stamps for dispateh from Seville should be mailed in
time for delivery to Mr. Von Meister not later than Apr. 28, Articles to be
prepaid with Brazilian stamps for dispateh from Brazil should be mailed in time
to reach Mr. Von Meister not later than Apr. 26. Such articles will be sent by
Mr. Von Meister to the agents of the Graf Zeppelin at the different foreign
offices named for the application of the proper stamps and delivery to the postal
authorities.

The arrangements herein set forth have been made as a matter of con-
venience to stamp collectors. Dispateh by the Graf Zeppelin is not guaranteed.

Registered mail will not be aceepted for this flight.

As noted in the official notice, these stamps remained on sale at various post
offices until after the return flight, the remainders then being returned to Wash-
ington. On June 30, 1930, the sale of these stamps was discontinued at the
Philatelic Ageney and the remainders destroyed.
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CHILE
1928-1936 Surcharged Air Mail Issues
By Joaquin Galver*

In Mareh 1928, international air mail serviees were established for the first
time in Chile. The Post Office Administration ordered special stamps for these
new serviees from the Government.

In order to save time, the surcharging of the 1912-1929 regular mail issues
was authorized. This mean a quicker exeeution of the order for air mail stamps.

These surcharged stamps were in use for eight vears. The surcharge,
which never varied, consisted of the words “*CORREO™ and ““AEREO™ printed
vertically, with an open-winged condor above them. Figure 1 illustrates the
surcharge used for sheets of one hundred stamps with the eentavos denomina-
tions.

The surcharge was uniform throughout the whole eight-years period. Type
A was used for sheets of one hundred stamps with the eentavos denominations.
Type B was surcharged on sheets of fifty with the pesos stamps. Stamps bear-
ing surchavges, types (' and D, (both used for sheets of one hundred stamps)
were in use in the post office for a mere eight weeks.

*Joaquin Galvez of Santiago, Chile has the finest colleetion of Chilean stamps. that have
gained top awards when exhibited internationally. In addition. he is a student of the stamps
and his recent book on the ‘‘Classie Issues of Chile’’ received worldwide aecclaim as an out-
standing work.

if you think selling your collection
is like breaking up a lifelong
love affair...we understand!

IT DOESN'T HURT SO MUCH
WHEN YOU DEAL
with HARMER, ROOKE!

* NO PROPERTY TOO LARGE!
* NO DISTANCE TOO GREAT!

REGULARLY SCHEDULED PHILATELIC AUCTIONS ARE HELD
IN OUR OWN GALLERIES and OPEN TO MAIL BIDDERS

Write for complimentary auction catalog and descriptive brochure

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.

Negotiants in Fine Properties
APPRAISERS » SALES AGENTS = AUCTIONEERS

THE HARMER, ROOKE BUILDING 604 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020
For direct inquiry, CALL (212) 765-3883. For long distance, Call collect.
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Ten different printings were made with these four surcharges (types A-B-
C-D) on ordinary postage stamps. The surcharged air mail stamps used through
this 1928-1936 period, generally are eatalogued into 33 different varieties. How-
ever, this should be inereased to 38, heeause some postage stamps with papers of
different thickness were surcharged. Also color differences in surcharges on
the same printing exist and ave easily identifiable. The total number of this
issue of surcharged stamps, still referred to by many as a provisional issue,
amounts to 44 different varieties that are identified and tabulated at the end of
this article.

Two Different Printing Processes

To start with the identification of these stamps, and to determine the issue
to which the surcharge on any one stamp belongs, (which we shall eall Numbers
1-10), one must first distinguish two different forms of printing. Numbers 1
to 7 (the first seven issues) were overprinted by the typographie process, which
means the surcharge is in relief on the face because of the exeess of ink, and
also in relief on the hack of a stamp which still has its gum, due to the pressure
of the typographie plate when printing.

The other three, Numbers 8-9-10, were printed by the offset process, with
no relief on either side of the stamp.

Therefore, we may conclude that ten different plates were made to print
these surcharges, but they did not have a speeial number or ficure in the sheet
margin to distinguish one from the other. For these reasons, as we have eom-
plete sheets of stamps surcharged in this way, we have looked for a speeial
characteristie of the surcharge among the many varieties that appear on these
sheets.  Such varieties were casily loeated on the sheet. We have ealled that
variety that is not repeated on other sheets in the same position as characteristic
varicty of that plate, referring to it with the initials VO and the number of
the respective plate.

This characteristic variety, therefore, is intended to replace the number of
the plate or other marginal indieations.

The position of these **VC'' varieties for printings plates 1, 5, 6 and 7
appears in Fig. 1, together with the position of the basie stamp with the variety.
Fig. 3 shows each of these characteristies in detail.  For the other surcharges,

=-= MEETING NOTICES

Every month except July or August

l Chapter No. 1 — New York, N.Y. &
X Meets second Thursday each month at 8:00 P. M. in the

|” Collectors Club, 22 East 35th St., New York, N.Y. “
* Chapter No. 5 — Philadelphia, Pa. I”
Im Meets third Thursday each month at 8:00 P. M. in the i
B West Philadelphia Federal Savings & Loan Assn., Chel- |“
"] tenham Shopping Center Office, 2231 Cheltenham Ave. "
" Members, friends, guests, and all interested collectors ,“.

are cordially welcome
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it is not necessary to look for a characteristic variety, because the differences in
type and printing arve sufficient to identify the surcharges.

To determine to which printing the surcharge of any stamp belongs, the
following list gives the surcharged stamp according to Scott’s Catalogue. The
color and other characteristies of the surcharge printing are also given, together
with all the varvieties and their position on the sheet, The numbers of the
varieties are those we have drawn in on Figure 3.

S
:
©
3

PES0S3 G6PES0S6

Figure 2.
T'YPOGRAPHED SURCHARGES
Printing No. 1. Type A surcharge. Characteristic variety: VC-1 = ‘A" of

“AEREO" with a rounded point on position 12. Other varieties: V-2 (Con-
dor with eyebrow) positions 4, 7, 9, 14, 22, 24, 28 62, T4, 84 and 89.

Variety Scott Scott
No. No. Design  Value Surcharge characteristics  Date of Issue
6 134 A39 20c  glossy black, thick July 1, 1928
7 167 A40 25¢  bright red, thick July 1, 1928
8 168 A4l 30c  glossy black, thick July 1, 1928
9 145 A55 40c  bright red, thick July 1, 1928
10 169 A42 50c  bright red, thick July 1, 1928

Printing No. 2. Type B surcharge. Single typographed plate on the pesos
values. Aeccording to the numbers of varieties shown in Fig. 3, the following
are to be found in the position indieated: V-1 (the **C"’ of ““CORREO" is
not rounded at the top) in positions 3, 19, 31, 40 and 49. V-2 (the first ‘0"’
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Figure 3.

of ““CORREO"" is open at the top) in position 7. V-4 (the ““A™ of “AEREO"”’
is open at the top) in position 4. V-5 (the *“O’" of ““AEREOQ’ is open at the
top) in position 32.

11 138 Ad43 1p dark blue, thick July 1, 1928
lla 138 A43 Ip gray blue, thin ?

12 139 Ad44 2p dark blue, thick July 1, 1928
13 140 A45 5p dark blue, thick July 1, 1928
14 141 Ad6 10p dark blue, thick July 1, 1928
14a 141 A46 10p glossy black, thick Sept. 1928

Printing No. 3. Type C surcharge. Single plate.
15 155 A52  3p/5c bright red, thick July 1, 1928

On August 28th, 1928, this issue was withdrawn from cireulation, because
of the discovery of a postal forgery of the surcharge. Up to that date, only
2 782 of these stamps had been sold.

Printing No. 4. Type D surcharge. Single plate.
16 116 AS0  6p/10c bright red, thick July 1, 1928

Just as with the 3 pesos, postal forgeries of the 6 pesos also were found.
Only 948 of the 6 pesos had been sold. (See Aero Philatelist’s News, Vol. II,
No. 23, and Vol. T1I No. 1).

Printing No. 5. Type A surcharge. Characteristic variety: VC-5 (the first
“0*" of “CORREO’" is open) in position 63. Other varieties: V-1 (CURREO)
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TAMPS

10 SELL

... THEN READ THIS TYPICAL LETTER

“WHEN THERE

ond T
B30 N0 ARE STAMPS TO
ros SELL, H.E.HARRIS

IS THE PLACE TO GO”
FOR YOUR OWN PROTECTION

To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly buying —
al generous prices — collections and accumulations made by stamp
collectors provided they are worth $100 or more

Our free appraisals, good prices, and prompt payments — with
no haggling or delays — have made us innumerable friends among
collectors with stamps to sell....Send only 25¢ for this booklet of
valuable information, “If You Have Stamps to Sell,” and read it for
your own protection before disposing of your collection.

H. E. HARRIS & CO., BOSTON, MASS. 02117

"The World's Largest Stamp Firm"

LI you hinve
stamps to sell

April, 1970
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Bolaffi's Prices in [ )

14 Provisional on First fit. cover Sl S . 50.00
47-54 Catholic Press ’ | (120.00) 95.00
55-60  on reg. letter Arch. Cong. TR AT 60.00
61-67 fl. to France Interregnum ... 14.00
72-76 Medallions o R 10.00
122-131, E11-12_ Basilicas-Exp. 2 P.0.R. |
132-139 Holy Year e st 50.00
140-42 — Palatine Guard 45.00

I 143-44 — Dogma of Assumption 40.00
145-48 — Pope Plus X ... ... 90.00
149-53 Calchedon ... . 90,00
156 — Roman States ... .. AR 20.00
166A — Roman States souvenir sheet 60.00
166-67 Marla Goretti e et et 17.50
158-68, E13-14 Popes & Basilicas - Exp. ... .. 25.00
239-42 — Brussels Fair D I 18.00
242A — Brussels Falr souvenir sheet 22.50
C9-15 2nd Airmall s s - 35.00
C18-17 — Toblas o P.0O. R
C18-19 UFPU ? P.O. R,
C20-21 registered with cachet P. 0. R.
C22-23 — Dome I 80.00
C24-32 — Angels 0 - i 30.00
C33-34 Dome II (high values) i T SR . DR (50.00) 35.00
C45-46 Archangel (high values) ... e e e S 25.00
C45-46 Archangel with designer autograph eI BRI i 46.00

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.

P.O. Box 57 Dumont, N. J. 07628

S. L. Bayer, Prop. Member Aero Philatelists, Collectors Club, ASDA.

—_—

AIR MAIL STAMP BOOKS

AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS
Bound Volumes

Red Book Vols. 3-4-5 $15
Brown Book Vols. 6-7-8 $15

Green Book Vols. 9-10-11 $15
Beige Book Vols. 12-13-14 $15

A very limited printing. Only about 10 of each remain.

Send order and remittance to:

AERO PHILATELISTS

22 East 35 Street, New York, N.Y. 10016
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in position 93. V-2 (Condor without eyebrow) in positions 17, 18, 25, 26, 67,
75,92, 96 and 98. V-3 (the ““A"" of “AEREO’ is open at the top) in positions
13, 20, 28, 35, 36, 62, 75, 83 and 98.

17(I)* 166 A39 20c deep black, thin July 1, 1929

Printing No. 6. Type A surcharge. Characteristic variety: VC-5 (the first
0" of “CORREO"™ is open) in position 50. Other varieties: V-2 (Condor
without eyebrow) in positions 7, 17, 24, 30, 31, 47, 56 and 78. V-3 (the “*A"’
of “AEREO" is open at the top) in positions 2, 8, 13, 38, 52, 60, 63, 64, 69,
70, 77, 80, 86 and 96. V-4 (AEREU) in position ?, and the *‘CO" of **COR-
REO" are open at the top in position 95.

18(I) 166 A39 20c deep black, thin Jan. 1930
19(11) 166  A39  20c deep black, thin July 1930
19a (1I) 166 A39 20c greenish black, thin March 1931
20(1I1) 167 A40 25c deep red, thick March 1930
21 168 A4l 30c deep black, thin March 1930
21a 168 A4l 30c gray, thin April 1930
2 156 A55 40c deep red, thick April 1930
22a 156 AS55 40c carmine, thin ?

23(I) 169 A42 50c carmine, thin April 1930
24(11) 169 A42 50c deep red, thick Oct. 1930
24a (1) 169 A42  30c carmine, thin Oct. 1930

Printing No. 7. Type A surcharge. Characteristic variety: VC-T (the first
“0 of “CORREO™ is open) in position 4. Other varieties: V-2 (Condor
without eyebrow) in position 40. V-3 (the ““A’" of “*“AEREO" is open at the
top) in position 40. V-4 (AEREU) in position 3. “C0O"" of “CORREO"
are open at the top in position 95.

25(I1) 166 A39 20c black, thin July, 1933
25a (1) 166 A39 20c greenish, gray, very thin Feb. 1935
26 167 A40 25¢ carmine, thin Aug. 1933
27 168 A4l 30c violer black May 1934
27x 168 A4l 30c as above, but with

double surcharge, one inverted. 19317
27a 168 A4l 30c violet black, very thin July 1934
28(111) 169 A€2  50c carmine, thin ?

Lithographed (Offset) Surcharges

Printing No. 8. Type B surcharge. This is different from the other plate of
pesos values as it has a point after “AEREO™ = V-6. Other varieties: V-3
(““RR" of “CORREO"" are separated) in position 11.

29(1) 158 Ad43 1p glossy dark blue, thin Nov. 1929
30(1I) 158 Ad3 1p dark blue July 1930
31 139 Ad44 2p blue March 1930
3la 139a Ad44 2p light blue, thin Oct. 1932
32 139a A44 2p blue (on vermilion) June 1931
33 140 A45 5p blue April 1930
34(T) 161  A46  10p deep black Jan. 1931
35 (1) 161 A46 10p black July 1931

*Roman numerals indieate differences in paper.
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Printing No. 9.

Type B surcharge.

No point after ““AEREO"" throughout the plate.

36 (I11) 158
37 (11) 158
38 159
39 160
40(I) 161
41(I0) 161

Printing No. 10,
values. There are no varieties.

Type A surcharge.

Variety of this lithographie plate V-6:
There are no other varieties.

Ad3 Ip deep black Aug. 1932
A43 1p glossy black, thin May 1933
Ad4 2p glossy dark blue, thin Sept. 1931
Ad5 5p dark blue Dec. 1932
A46  10p black ?
A46 10p deep black ?

Single lithographie plate for eentavos

42 168 A4l 30c deep black, thin Jan. 1933
42a 168 A4l 30c dark gray, very thin Nov. 1933
43 (111) 158  AS5  40c carmine, thin July 1934
44 (T11) 169 A42  50c red, thin Feb. 1934
PHILATELISTS
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AERO PHILATELISTS HANDBOOKS

One Going, Two Gone
ONLY 4 AVAILABLE

L HEEE

X Because of requests from many members, it has been a longtime
Fi Eracﬁce to bind some parts of our publications soon after they have
% een distributed. 50 copies of each number are bound together into
5 an attractive handbook. Usually, three volumes of the magazine are
¥ bound and sold as a unit with an INDEX.

During 1968, the BLUE BOOK, the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS
i Volumes | and 2, was sold out.

= The BLACK BOOK, the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS, 1946-53,
5 Vols. 1-8 Complete with a separate Index, no longer is available. The
2 last copy was sold in January, 1969.

: Furthermore, the stock of the RED BOOK, the AERO PHILA-

TELIST ANNALS Volumes 3-4-5, now is only 7. At the rate that the
books have been selling, the RED BOOK probably will be sold out

within a year or so.

30 0 0 e e e o e e o e e e e e e )

Listed below are the books that are available.

AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS

CHHHHHHHEHHITHHE

Bound Volumes

‘ Red Book Vol. 3-4-5 , $15

: Brown Book Vols. 6-7-8 : $15

i Green Book Vols. 9-10-11 $15
Beige Book Vols. 12-13-14 $15

Send order and remittance to:

Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
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COLOMBIA
Some Varieties on SCADTA Covers

By Jean Gravelat

The first air mail issues of Colombia are for aero-philatelists, who have a
special interest in them, both a souree of great pleasure and in addition, offer
those who study the issues agreeable surprises. Unfortunately, muech of the
material is searce and at present it is very difficult to find very much being
offered for sale to add to one’s eollection.

Many interesting past articles have been written on these early air mail
issues of Colombia. Among them the eminent specialist, Mr. Eugenio Gebauer
of Caraecas, Venezuela who compiled a handbook® a few years ago that set
forth all the information that he gathered over many years of speecializing. My
purpose now is only to append a few bits of information that he did not inelude.
(Those not too familiar with these Colombian stamps may not understand the
information beeause one requires a profound knowledge of these issues. With-
out the illustrations one would be entively lost with the information being
offered).

Figure |.

Covers Without Stamps
An inadequate stoek of stamps sent by the SCADTA Company to eertain
of its agencies gave rise to the applieation of searee provisional surcharges on
new values. Also, some stamps were bisected in order to prepay the proper

#¢The Air Posts of Colombia’’ by Eugenio Gebauer (1963). See AERO PHILATELIST
ANNALS Vol. XII, No. 1.
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Figure 2.

postal rate beeause the regular stamps were no longer in stock.

Covers without any stamps seem to be little known.

Mr. Gebauer in his book observed that in November 1923, the SCADTA
postal ageney in Medellin ran short of 30 centavos stamps. Letters, therefore,
were dispatehed without stamps but bearing the manuseript notation **Pago
0.30."" Such a cover is illustrated by Figure 1.

But also I have found another postal agency that came up against the
same situation on Mareh 25, 1924, this one in Puerto-Barrios. The Figure 2
cover bears a manuseript inseription that is somewhat similar to the one written
on the Figure 1 cover from Medellin. In Spanish, it reads:

““Pago $0.30 os postes / No hay estampilles / and on the third line is a
signature.”’

This in English means that $0.30 in postage was prepaid beeause there were
no 30 eentavos stamps in <

I have often exhibited my eollection of air mails and also have attended
many international philatelie exhibitions. But in all this time, I have never
seen Colombian air mail covers like these exhibited, nor have 1 ever found them
offered for sale. Without doubt, these covers were made for two reasons. The
first one was due to the lack of stamps in the SCADTA Company postal ageney.
Tt also is possible that beeause the covers lacked stamps, they attracted little

attention.
Manuscript Surcharges

On page 53 of his book, Mr. Gebauer states that the surcharge ““R’" for
**Registration’’ was written without exeeption with a pen marking on the 20
centavos stamps. Figure 3 shows a cover sent via registered mail on Oectober
5, 1927, franked with stamps of the SCADTA Company issue of 1923. This
Figure 3 cover shows an exceptional use. One of the 20 centavos stamps bears
the manuseript “*R’’ marking. It was written with black ink from Medellin.
It seems to resemble the type ITI surcharge. But it seems rather futile to try
to classify different types of surcharges with these manuseript markings.
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Figure 3.

In conelusion, T would say that with all the Colomhbian specialists and all
the wealth of information they recorded in the past on early Colombia air mails,
there is missing definitive information on some Colombian air mail eovers that
show exeeptional use, out of the ordinary. We lack details, illustrations and
reproductions of all the eachets on the covers.

I wish to thank my very good friend, Henry M. Goodkind, who not only
translated this from French into English but also prepaved my artiele for pub-
lication in this quarterly magazine.

TO JOIN AERO PHILATELISTS

Simply fill in the memhership Application on Page 110 and mail to:
Aero Philatelists, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N.Y. 10016,

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND
By Henry M. Goodkind

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp lionz with its companion issues such as the
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 illustrations.
this handbook received most favorable reviews from the philatelic press all over the
world.

Price $1.00
Aero Philatelists, Inc. 22 East 35 Street New York, N. Y. 10016
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If you want to Know About

AIR MAIL STAMPS

and

Their Use On Covers

This |18-year old magazine is your best source of information

As proof, only twice was this magazine entered in the philatelic

literature division in International Philatelic Exhibitions.

Both times, it took the top honor — THE GRAND AWARD.

Aero Philatelist Annals
22 East 35 Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
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UNITED STATES
Mystery Covers of June-July 1918

By William H. Miller, Jr.

Several years ago, 1 acquired the cover pietured in Figure 1, bearing the
first United States air mail stamp (Seott No. C3, Sanabria No. 1). Not knowing
of any air mail serviee in existence on July 3, 1918 from Chicago, 111. to St.
Lonis, Mo. I was partieularly interested in the sender’s instruetions, ** Via Aero
Mail, First Trip,”” as handwritten in the lower lefthand ecorner.

I had not given this cover too much thought, believing it to be some sort of
a freak or misunderstanding, when about a year later, a very similar cover was
shown to me. This cover was dated June 28, 1918, and also was franked with
the first United States air mail stamp. It, too, was sent from Chieago to St.
Louis, although in this ease there was no marking with reference to a first trip.
Both the sender and the addressee on this cover were different than those on
mine,

Unfortunately, I was unable to obtain this second cover. Onee again, |
temporarily put the matter to rest and awaited some future date for possible
exploration and explanation.

It was not until a third cover was shown to me by Mr. Philip Silver, whose
artieles have so frequently appeared in this magazine, that T deeided to pursue
the matter in earnest.

The third cover (Figure 2), dated June 21, 1918, is again sent from Chieago,
11l. to St. Lonis, Mo. The cover is backstamped in St. Louis on June 22. Both

O

Aerv
Mal
Fad Jrik.

Figure |. (Photos by Boutrelle)
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the sender and addressee differ from those on the two prior covers seen. It is,
however, the enclosure in this third cover that was of true significance in arousing
my euriosity.

A Letter Enclosed

The first paragraph of this enclosed letter, written in St. Louis and dated
June 19, reads as follows:

“I am fixing up a scheme for you to get a letter off the first aerial
mail-ship that comes to St. Louis from Chicago. I am sending this
note to my sister in Chicago to mail back to you, and when you get it
vou will have one more trophy for your ecolleetion.”

Thus, we have the evidence from a third source mentioning a possible first
air mail trip from Chieago to St. Louis in 1918.

The problem at hand is why were these eovers prepared and for what event !
Before I go further, I must unfortunately state here at the beginning that I
have been unable to uncover any conerete evidence that satisfies me on either
point.

The elosest that T have been able to come to locating a reference, and my
sole thin thread, is a statement in the June 1, 1918 issue of Mekeel's Weekly
Stamp News as follows: *“We have heard that it has been proposed to start
an aerial line between Chicago and St. Louis.”” No source of information is
given, nor date listed.

Other than this one small reference, 1 have been unable to locate any further
evidence to have prompted the preparation and sending of these eovers from
Chicago in late June or early July of 1918,

N e e T T

TWO UNITED NATIONS AIR MAIL STAMP
BROCHURES STILL AVAILABLE

In conjunction with their co-sponsorship of the new United Nations
20 cent air mail stamp, issued on April 18, 1968, AERO PHILATELISTS
has again produced an attractive brochure to honor the occasion. Limited
to an edition of 300, the 8'%2” by 11” brochure contains both a first day
cover of the new stamp and a mint single. Pertinent information as to
the design and production are included in the text. The brochure is avail-
able for $2.00, with all net proceeds being donated to UNICEF.

Still available are a small quantity of the 1959 United Nations bro-
chures containing examples of three air mail postal stationery items
issued on September 21 of that year. Price: $2.00.
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Remit to:

Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
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Figure 2.

No Press Notices

Nothing has eome to light in either the philatelic or publie press. The
Chicago Daily Tribune for this period (Volumes 77-T8) contains no references
to such a flight. Nor is there any evidenee in the Congressional Record of the
65th Congress, 2nd Session, of 1918, (Volume 56, Parts 4, 6 and 7). It is here
at pages 4101, 6206, 6431, et seq. that the diseussion of the establishment of an
air mail route between Washington and New York is reported. Routes for
Alaska and Boston are mentioned in addition, but not Chicago or St. Louis.

It is known that in Mareh of 1918 the St. Louis postmaster went to Wash-
ington, D. C. to urge officials of the Post Office Department to institute an air
mail serviee between Chieago and St. Louis, when the then contemplated Wash-
ington to New York voute was established. To the best of my knowledge, nothing
pertinent to our problem came of these discussions. It was not until Angust
of 1920 that a service to Chicago actually commenced. (Twentieth American
Philatelic Congress Book, 1954, p. 148). Thus, no really helpful light ean be
shed on our covers here.

In eonclusion, I think we must unfortunately say that the origin of these
unusual covers has yet to become apparent. They were not flown. Yet, they,
and others like them, undoubtedly were prepared upon some perfeetly valid but
mistaken assumption that I have been unable to track down. Certainly the
establishment of an air route, or even a single flight to St. Louis was far from
imminent in the summer of 1918,

I shall be only too glad to stand corrected on this point, and to hear of any
new information that ean contribute to the reasons for the preparation of these
mystery covers.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

rpanin

wERO

"

B Wl e S

PHILATELISTS

R

AERO PHILATELISTS, Ine.
22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual

dues of $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is
not accepted.

NAME

ADDRESS

OCCUPATION ..o
SPECIALIZING IN

REFERENCES
Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic.
References:

ADDRESS

EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE III—MEMBERSHIP

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one.
and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member-
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00
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BRAZIL

VARIG Company Stamps With Punched Holes
By Boris B. Joffe

Recently 1 purchased a lot of Brazil’s Varig Company covers (Sanabria
Nos. V1 to V54) all of them flown on June 29, 1934, the day before the air
post serviee furnished by this Brazilian airline was discontinued.

Two covers in the lot (Figures 1 and 2) were of great interest beeause
they both were franked with a pair of Varig Company air post stamps, the
righthand eopy having a large hole punched in the center. This magazine had
published a very informative article on these punched hole varvieties by Editor
Henry M. Goodkind (see arro puimaTeLisT AxNars Vol 1, No. 4 April 1954,
pages 117-121).

One matter about these two covers that intrigued me was the statement
in your April 1954 article when you quoted the well-known Mr. Theodore
Champion and his **Poste Aerienne Catalogue.”” It said that the punched
hole varieties on the Special Delivery and Registration Varig Company stamps
were not sold to the publie. But Figures 1 and 2 shows their use on cover®.

*These two covers are addressed to Milton J. Harris, a well-known air mail stamp eol-
lector in the 1930s and 1940s. He had formed one of the most extensive air post collections.
Most likely, these covers were philatelic use. Probably Mr. Harris had the stamps with the
punehed holes and prepared these covers as seen in Figures 1 and 2. (H.M.G.)

BRASIL] 'm.("'ﬁ IREID
L

" -
g“ v, O —

Figure |. A pair of the Varig Company 100 Rs. Ro‘:iduﬁon stamps, the one on the right as indi-
cated by the arrow has the large hole punched in the center. [Photos by Boutrells)
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Figure 2. A pair of the 1000 Rs. Special Delivery stamps with the black arrow showing the copy
with the punched hole.

Secondly, the use of these punehed holes also eonfirms a statement made
in the 1954 artiele that sueh stamps had no franking power. The normal stamp
on the left paid the postage.

Finally, both eovers bear the postmark **M.P."" This marking is explained
in the agro pHILATELIST AaxNaLs Vol 111, No. 3, page 73 as follows:

“Many VARIG letters bear the cancel “M.P." denoting ‘mao propria’
(by hand) : this means that suech letters were given to private individuals or
the airline by the post office, after proper payment of postage had been verified.””

E

A New Book

AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS
Volumes 12, 13, 14 Bound (The Beige Book)
Price $15

Order and remit to:

22 East 35 Street
New York. N.Y. 10016
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HRH

NEW YORK

YOU'RE
ON THE
BIG BOARD
AT
HARMERS!

Sell through Harmer's and get . . .
Concise and Experienced Auction Programming,
Professionally Produced Auction Catalogues,
An International Clientele,
Extensive World-Wide Advertising,
Top Specialist Describers,
Full Insurance at all Times,
Free Appraisals to Vendors,
Guaranteed Minimum Realizations,
Advance Payments on Request,
Prompt Settlements.
AND ALL THESE AT THE NORMAL RECOGNIZED COMMISSION
RATES !

We have an excellent descriptive booklet, "Modern Methods of Phila-
telic Selling," which we will be happy to send gratis.

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

The International Stamp Auctioneers

& West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
Entrance on 48th Street just off Fifth Avenue

(212) 757-4460




Ridgefield, Conn. 06877

Phone: (203) 438-3763




