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Endless Variety 

PRACTICALLY any good auction house can ring up a respectable 
bid these days on a Vaduz or a NABA sheet, the Servizio di 

Statos or Vatican 35-4-0. 

Harmer, Rooke & Co. goes further and pulls top prices for an 
endless variety of material - often the kind that is not currently 
basking in the high-price spotlight. 

Specialised collections of Zemstvos, Canal Zone and early 
Spanish Colonies have all sold for remarkably good prices in this 
season's Harmer Rooke sales. 

If you have been specializing for years in Griqualand West, 
or some other interesting bypath, and now want to sell, we can help 
you. We have the experience and the know-how. Our mailing list 
of the leading dealers in and collectors of 19th and 20th century 
U. S. is unsurpassed. And British Colonies, both centuries, have 
always been a specialty of this firm. 

Write, call or visit us today and let us advise you (without 
charge) on your selling problem. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
589 Fifth Ave., (at E. 48th), New York, N. Y. 10017 

Phone: 212 MU 8-52S2 

I"temational .&ucti<meera of F\ne Btampa 

The Collectors Club PhlJa.tellst is published bi-monthly (Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., Nov. ) by the Collec­
tors Club, Inc., 22 East 36 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. Annual Subscription Rates: - $10.00; $7.50 for non­
profit institutions. Free to all members. lndividua.l copies - $2.00 ea.. 

C The Collectors Club, Inc., 1966 
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Recognized Serious Buyers 

WEILL of Ne~ Orleans 

Roger G. Weill Raymond H. Weill 

RAYMOND R. WEILL CO. 
407 Royal St. New Orleans, La. 70130 
Telephone 522-7373 Area Code 504 
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AUCTION 

COMMISSION 

Collectors all over the world know the auction cata­
logues produced by Robson Lowe Ltd. for their London 
and Bournemouth sales are of outstanding interest and 
value. 

Twice a year, sales are held in Basel, Switzerland, in 
cooperation with Urs Peter Kaufmann and the other 
members of the philatelic union known as "The Un­
common Market ." 

The next sales will be held from 15th to 20th March 
1965 and among the properties already received for sale 
are further portions of the collections of South America1 

formed by the late Maurice Burrus, the second part of 
the Saar2 collection formed by Dr. William A. Katz, an 
attractive collection of Italy and States3 formed by a 
gentleman of Verona. 

Further properties can be accepted for sale-single 
rarities valued at $225 or more, collections valued at 
$2,250 or more of suitable quality. The inclusive com­
mission charged is 12 Yz % on the sale price where the 
description is printed in two or more languages ( 10% 
if only described in German). 

Our inclusive commission covers the cost of valuing, 
mounting of single items, lotting, describing, printing 
and circulating catalogues, advertising throughout the 
world, viewing in other countries, photography, illustra­
tion in black and white (and in color on collections 
fetching over $14,000). 

Our commission does not include any fees for exper­
tizing, interest on advances up to half our net estimates, 
or color illustrations of selected items from properties 
realizing less than $14,000. 

You cannot do better than 

SELL THROUGH ROBSON LOWE LTD. 

lDescriptions 111 German and Engli sh 
2Descriptions in German and French, E ngli sh commenta ry 
3Descriptions in Germ an and Italian, E nglish co mmen tary 

A copy of "Philatelic Facts" will be sent you post free on request. Please state whether you 

wish to have the English , French, German or Italian editions. 

Write to: 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1., ENGLAND 
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?kuJ US/BNA CATALOG I 

UNIT•D 
&TAT•& 
STAMP& 

2,818 
VERY LATEST 

PRICE CHANGES 
IN THE 

BRAND 
NEW 

SECOND 1965 
EDITION 

HARRIS US/BNA-AMERICA'S MOST 
WIDELY USED U. S. CATALOG 

US/BNA C•t•log '"''""" ~ 
• 160 Informative pages with 2 000 1llustrat1ons 

New U. S.;B. N. A. Catalog - containing 
2818 important price changes - is a must 
for every collector. Compiled by experts of 
the world 's largest stamp firm, this new 
SECOND 1965 Edition contains 160 pages 
with 2000 clear illustrations. Mail this 
handy order coupon below for your copy of 
this VERY IMPORTANT EDITION! 

• All major U.S. Postage and Airmail issues ... 
PLUS Special Delivery, Parcel Post. Envelope 
Squares, Postal Cards. Off icials. Revenues. 
Postage Dues . 

• Popular speci alt ies such as mint position 
blocks, plate number blocks. mint sheets. per­
forated coils. booklet panes. first day covers. 
and other items. 

• Complete illustrated listings of U.S. Posses­
sions. Confederate States, United Nations and 
British North Amer ica. 

• Big " Americana" section - postal tributes to 
the United States, on fore ign stamps. 

• U.S. Stamp Identifier - fully illustrated book­
let. Use it to check your own collection for 
valuable hidden stamp treasures! 

.----~ ------, I H. E. HARRIS & CO .. Catalog Dept . Boston, Mass. 02117 I 

I 
Please RUSH me, postfree, the new SECOND 1965 Edition I 
of your 160 page catalog, UNITED STATES STAMPS, U. S. 
POSSESSIONS & BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, including the I U. S. Stamp Identifier, etc. I am enclosing 50¢. I 

I NAME .......... .............................................................................................................. I 
I I I ADDRESS ....................................................................................................................... I 
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STANLEY GIBBONS 

LIMITED 

The World Stamp Centre 

for 

FINE 

RARE 

CLASSIC 

Stamps 

STANLEY GIBBONS LTD. 

391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 2 

ENGLAND 
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A'' AILABLE NOW 

1965 Supplement (#2) 
to the 

JOHN F. l{ENNEDY 
WORLD-WIDE MEMORIAL STAMP ALBUM 

Accommodates all Kennedy stamps issued between 1964 Supplement 
(# I) and March 15, 1965. 20 Fully illustrated pages with decorative 
border __ ··----------------------------------------------------------------------- _________ _________ $1.00 

STILL AVAILABLE 

John F. Kennedy World Wide Memorial 
Stamp Album 

3rd Printing 

Fully illustrated to accommodate a complete collection of stamps honoring 
President Kennedy before and after his tragic death. Price includes 1964 and 

1965 supplements ··-···--------- --- ----- -·················--···--------·---·----· -- ·-------------- ·------····--··----- - $5.50 

Pages Only ·----·-·--·-------·····----- $3.50 Protective Slip Case ---··-···----- $2.25 

30 Blank pages with decorative border ---·-·---------· $1.00 

Come in or send for yo u r B rig ht, N ew Spri n g Edit i on of 160 - page STAMP AND COIN NEWS -
given with orders of $3.00 or more. Oth erw ise 25c . 

AKRON , OHIO- M . O ' N ei l Co. 
A TLANTA, GA.- R ich's 
BALTIMORE. M D.-Hutzler ' s 
B EVE R L Y HILLS, C ALIF.-J. W . R ob i n son 
BO STON , MASS.-J or da n M ars h 
BU F FALO, N. Y .-Adam, Meldr u m & Ander -

son Co. 
C HEVY CHASE, MD.-W oodward &. L ot hrop 
C HI CAGO , ILL.- M arsha ll F ield &. Co. 
C I N CINNATI , OHIO- P og u e's 
C LEVELAND , OHIO- The H igbee Co. 
COLUMBU S, OH IQ- L azaru s 
DEN VER , COLO.-M ay - D &. F Co. 
D E TROIT, MICH .-J. L. Hudson Compa ny 
GA RDEN C ITY, N .Y .-Gim be ls Roosevelt F ld . 
HARTFORD, CON N .- G . F ox 
HOU STON , TEX.- F oley's 
L OS ANGELES, CA LI F. - J . W . Robi n son 
LO UI SVILL E , KY.-Stewart 's 
M ILWAUKEE, WI SC.-Gimbels 

NEW ORLEANS, LA.-M aison Bl a nche 
NEW YORK, N . Y .-Gim be ls 
OMAHA, N EB.-B ra nde is 
PANORAMA C ITY, CAL.- J . W . R ob i n son 
PARAMUS, N. J .-Gimbel s 
PA SADENA, CALIF.-J. W . Robinson 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.-G im bel s 
PITTS BURGH , PA.- K aufmann 's 
PORTLAND, ORE.-Mei er &. F ra n k 
R ICHMOND, VA.-Th a lh i m er's 
SAN ANTONIO , TEX.-J oske 's of Texas 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF.- M ay Co. 
SA N F RANCISCO, CALIF .- The E m pori u m 
SA N MATEO, CAL.- The E m p oriu m- Hi l lsd a le 
S EATTLE, WASH.-The Bon M arche 
S KOKIE , ILL- M arsh a ll F ield&. Co. 
ST . LOUI S, MO.- F a m ou s B arr 
VALLE Y STREAM , N . Y .-G im be ls 
WA SHINGTON, D . C .- W oodward &. L oth ro p 
WE STC HEST ER, N . Y .- G im be ls 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either fo r cash purchase 

or to be broke n up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27,000 

cata logues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA ZURICH 
( Bahnhofstrasse 102) 

S witzerland 
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119th POSTAGE STAMP AUCTION 

J U N E 1965 

HAMBURG 

We are open to accept deliveries now. 

Especially in demand are rarit ies in finest condition, strips, pairs 

and covers of the whole world. General and Specialized collect ions 

from the whole world in finest condition. 

We have the largest circulation of auction catalogues and these are 

dis t ributed among the most important philatelists throughout the 

world. 

Reserve prices will be fixed by mutual agreement before t he auction. 

Advance payments 011 material accepted for auction if desired , in 

proportion to value. 

First-class references 

Bank reference: Commerzbank Hamburg 

also first-class U. S . references. 

Auction commission: 15% 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & 
Licensed A uctioneer 

Speersort 6, HAMBURG 1 / Germany 
Cable: E DM ORO 

co. 

L eading Pos tage Stamp .Auction House on the European Contine nt with 
world-wide R e putation. 
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Editorials 

Oh! Death Where Is Thy Souvenir Sheet? 
This editorial column in the J anuary, 1964 number proposed that a series 

of mem01·i al stamps for President John F. Kennedy be issued by the United 
States, instead of a ingle 5-ccnt stamp. Our commemorative stamps, with few 
exceptions, all al'c for domestic fir t-class mail. 

It \rns thought, in view of world conditions, and the impact that President 
Kennedy's assassination had upon people everywhere, that memorial stamps for 
foreign mail, both postage and air mail, should be issued. 

Although the reaction about our suggestion was, with one exception, most 
favorable, philatelic opinion had no influence. The United States Post Office 
Department issued only one 5-cent Kennedy Memorial stamp. Con cquently, 
any American collector can buy this stamp for a nickel, and no doubt, for free, 
find a used copy on his mail. 

Then, in fay of 1965, an 11-cent aerogram was issued. But this is postal 
stationery, an item that many stamp collectors do not collect. 

But the po tal administrations in other parts of the world had far different 
ideas for Kennedy 1emorial tamps. They decided that it was all right for the 
late President ' own country to memorialize him with "a nickel stamp. " They 
would not. 

It is true that some of the leading American nations, such as Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile and Colombia followed our country's pattern and issued just one 
tamp with a low face-value. But not little P araguay. President Kennedy 

was a wealthy man, so this poor South American r epublic wanted stamp collect­
ors to pay lots of dolJal's for their Kennedy Memorial issues. 

Then, there are those new African and Asian countries. They, too, i ·sued 
stamp·, not one, but a long set. But this was just the start. The same stamps 
were offered for sale impcrforatc at ten times the prices of the perforated set. 
Incidentally, postal conditions have changed. For the last fifty years, there is 
no longer any need for imperforated stamps. 

Not satisfied with a long Kenn edy set of stamps, souvenir sheets were printed 
and sold. These sheets, too, came both perforated as well as impcdorated.. 
And the asking prices of some arc at least $50.00, not a good old . S. nickel. 

Before us a 1·c a few advertisements for Kennedy stamps clipped from the 
current stamp papcl's. licl'c arc some prices for souvenir sheets - one country, 
$58. for the perforated sheet and $95. for the imperf.; another $57. and $59., 
l'espectively; a third $29. and $95. One Arabian Gulf nation, with an unpro­
nounceable name, has an impcrfol'atc Kennedy souYenir sheet that is so valuable 
that the selling price cannot be ad vcrtiscd. It is available only on a " Price 
on Request'' basis. 

In view of these developments, one remembers how conservative we were 
in our J anuar,·, 1964 editorial when a proposal for a few Kennedy stamps with 
an approximate face value of fifty cents was made. 

Furthermore, it is interesting to note that some of the United States closest 
and oldest allies such as Canada, France, Great Britain and Australia have not 
as yet issued Kennedy :Memorial stamps. Also, in view of President Kennedy's 
forefathers as well as his close t ies with Ireland, we thought that ''The Emerald 
I sle" would be the fiirst foreign country to memorialize our late president with a 
postage stamp. At the time of this writing, Ireland has yet to announce a 
Kennedy Memorial I ssue. 
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l\iany of the designs on these .African and .Asian Kennedy Memorial stamps 
and souvenir sheets are not in good taste. They recall tragic memories, espe­
cially those showing the young Kennedy children at the President's funeral in 
Washington, D. C. 

Now, one can expect anything. Reading the life story of the assassin, 
Oswald, in one of our popular magazines, it was mentioned that this young man 
had collected stamps. This would make a nice design on some .African or .Asian 
Kennedy Memorial stamp. The design could show young Oswald, when he was 
in Minsk, Rus ia, working with his stamp collection. 

There is another puzzling matter with these expensive Kennedy Memorial 
souvenir sheets. Some of the stamp organizations, who report on new issues, 
blackball these items. SC\·cral large ew York City stamp dealers inform us 
that this blackball advice is completely ignored and that these Kennedy Memorial 
souvenir sheets are ''selling like hot-cakes.'' 

It seems logical that by the end of thi year, the Kennedy Memorial "topic " 
will have run its course. But this does not signify "the end." .As Kennedy 
Memorial issues come to their final chapter, "Winston Churchill issues arc right 
there to take their place. 

Yes, with the recent deaths of great world figures, such as Sir Winston 
Churchill and President John F. Kennedy, stamp collectors can aptly say: 
''Oh ! death where is thy sting 1 '' Perhaps the last letter, '' g,'' should be 
altered to a "k. " 

Stamp Collecting ls All-Powerful 

The "New York Times" ran the following from which portions are quoted: 

"Eden Says Roosevelt Was R eckless" 
"London, Sunday, March 21, 1965 (UPI)-The Earl of .Avon, who as 

Anthony Eden was Britain's wartime Foreign Secretary, has criticised 
Pres id ent Franklin D. Roosevelt for 'recklessness ' during World War II .. . " 

"The criticism of the late President came in the final volume of the 
form er Prime Minister's memoirs, ' The Reckoning' . . . . . " 

"Roosc\'clt was familiar with the history and geography of Europe, " 
Lord Avon 'note. "Perhaps his hobby of stamp collecting (Italics are 
ours) helped him to this knowledge, but the academic yet sweeping opinions 
\\'hieh he built upon it were alarming in their cheerful recklessness. H e 
se<'med to sec himself disposing of the fate of many lands, Allied no less 
than enemy.'' 

The reaction of other philatelists, of course, is not known. But in our· view, 
the general public regards stamp collecting a triv ia, as a harmless pastime of 
you ngsters and eccentric adults. 

Trivia, not at all! Just the opposite!! vVe have it from no less of a great 
authority than Great Britain's former Prime :Minister that were it not for stamp 
collecting, the world, the map of Europe and our lives since 1946 would have 
been far different. Why stamp collecting may pro\"C to have been more influ­
ential than atomic and nuclear energy. 

Britain's Roll Of Distinguished Philatelists 

Word has reached us that Lt. General Cornelius W. Wickersharn of ew 
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York G i t~- , a Pat P1·cs i<lent of the Collectors Club, 1ras elected to sign the Roll 
of Distinguished Philcitelists during t he course of the 1965 Philatelic Congl'ess 
of Great Britain. The Roll was instituted at t he 1921 Philatelic Congress of 
Great Britain, at ·whi ch time Kin g George V was the first to sign. 

In 1959, General Wi ckersha m was elected by the Board of GoYcrnOl'S of the 
Collectors Club to be the recipient of the A lfred F'. Lichte?1stei11 M emorial 
Award. A sketch of his long and distinguished career appcal'S in t he COLLEC­
TORS CL{.j [l PH ILATELJST of l\larch , 1959. 

S ince its inception, many American philatelists ham been elected to sign 
The Roll. H one cares to i1westigate, it seems probable that he will sec that 
every American not only was a member of the Collectors Club, but also acti \·c in 
its welfare, as is tn10 of General vVickersham. 

J~ot· more than a decade, General \Vickcrsham has contl'ibuted a number' of 
aeti cks on Venezuela , Colombia and Liberia to th e co1,LECTORS CLU B PHll , A'J'ELI T. 
'J'hel'efore , it i;; or s1wcial significance for the Editol'ial Committee o[ this mag­
azine to note this British honor to one of ou1· dedicated rn c111bcl's. 
l 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 BAS'l' 35TH STREET, NEW YORK, N . Y. 10016 

1965 Officers 

H erbert P. Woodward ............ . ........................................ President 

Philip Silver ···-···························· ······················-·············· ··Vic e-President 
F. Burton Sellers ..................... ............................... .. .................. S ecretary 
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J. J. Brit t 
E. D. Col e 
F . B . Selle rs 
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N. Alt1m111n 
.\frs. R. Ehre11berg 
H . .\L Goodkind 

P. Si.h-cr II. D . S. H a ,-erbeck 
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Mrs. Louise B. Dale 
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A. H. Higgins 
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H. D . S. IIa,·crbcck 

In case of change of address, please notify Secretary, The Collectors 
Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. 
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Samuel W. Langton 
California's Greatest Independent Expressman 

By M. C. Nathan 

Samuel W . Lan gton 

Be~·ond doubt, in my opinion," Sam " Langton 
\Vas the most enet·get ic mail carrier1 in California 
dnl'ing the gold rnsh , and fol' many years there­
afte1'. Therefore, this is the reason for the super­
lati,·e title to this a rticle. Before dr l,·ing into thr 
histor~· of the Yn t·i ons T~angton expresses and 
franks used in ronnect ion with them , and the saga 
of this hero to the miners of his time, it may be 
\rr ll to exp lain bl'iefly the philatelic significance 
of the wot'<l " expressman " arnl the meaning of 
· ' Western franks ... 

In 1837, "an under-sized, delicately built, 
sanguine-looking young man"2 by the name of 
"William 1". Harnden left his employn1 ent as a 
rornln ctor and ticket agent for the Boston and 
Wo1·reste1· Raihni~·, and came to Ne,v York City 
seeking a better job. Here he met Jam es W. Hale, 
a " lora l cclcbrit~·, who afterwards extended his 
famr by promoting a cheap postal system in oppo­
sit ion to the goYernment." Hale told Harnden 
thnt there were many inquiries from merchants 
and brokers seeking prompt transportation for 

their letters to Boston and Providence, so why didn 't he handle this traffic and 
ca ll the enterprise "The Express ~" This he <lid, and, as a result, bega n the 
"Expl'ess " business in the United States of America with Harnden as the first 
ex pressman. 

Harnden 's business grew by leaps and bounds, because he and his men were 
constantly on the alert. EYentually, thl'ough his expl'ess-forwarding business 
to Eul'ope, he pel'sonally became so engrossed in an emigration venture that his 
local express business was neglected. Consequently, this gave .Alvin Adams and 
others an oppol'tunit~· to compete with greater courage and faith than H arnden 
could. Thus, much of the express business, that Harnden had developed, was 
transferred to the newcomel's. Being a frail man, Harnden overexerted him­
self tl'ying to give too much service for too little mone~r in his emigration ven­
ture. On January 14, 1845, he died a poor man. 

On To California 

In 1848, gold was discovered at Sutter's l\1ill in California. The rush of 
miners and others from all over the world to the goldfields was on; all of which 
constitutes one of the most thrilling epochs of .American hi tory. The miners 
were constantly on the move looking for gold in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains. Some succeeded in finding the colorful lucre; others, not so suc­
cessful, became merchants, bankers, or tried other avocations. 

A few, sensing that the Un ited States Post Office Department could not 
rope with the unprecedcntrd amount of mail to be dispatched and distributed to 
and from far-off California and its remote mining sites that were so difficult of 
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LANGTON COUNTRY 
A hand-drawn map showing the territory in California and Nevada where Samuel W. Langton 's 
expresses operated. 

access, decided to become expre ·smen. 
At first there were one-man expresses, cn.rrying not only letters and news­

papers, but also they were entrusted with gold dust and packages as well. Fees 
for this service at first were very high , as much as five dollars per letter at times. 
But gold dust came rather easil y to a lucky miner, so that he was glad to get 
t idin gs from home at any price. 

Next came the larger organized express companies, such as Adams & Com­
pany (an offshoot of the presen t well -kn own Adams E xpress Co.), 'Well s, l"i'argo 
& Co. and othors. The competition became keener with resultant small er fees 
for lette rs and other mail. 

Much has already been written about the western expresses and expressmen 
in general, and also about some in particul ar. The purpose of t his ar t icle ir; to 
J4Z 
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deal only with one very interesting expressman. He was the lifeblood of his 
express business. 'l'he romance and history of the expr ses as a whole will not 
be commented upon any further except to offer a general conclusion that they 
were a great service and necessity in lieu of poor governmental postal service. 

Western Franks 

What are " Wes tern franks?" My old friend and fellow collector, Ernest 
Wiltsee3, answered this very well when he wrote4 : '' A frank was the imprint at 
first handstamped, or written in manuscript, of an express company, upon the 
letter or paper carried, stating the name of the Express Company, frequently 
also the name of the town where affixed, whether the carriage of the letter or 
paper had been paid, or unpaid, and whether it was to be collected . . . . Any 
letter or paper so handstamped wa said to be 'franked,' and from this word 
the title of our western franks was derived." J.;ater, according to law, franks 
were printed on government postally embossed envelopes (see Figs. 9 to 13). 

Since the United States Post Office Department could not supply the de­
sired postal service in the W e ·t in the early days, the "franked" covers (en­
Yclopes) and sealed folded letters supplied this deficiency, and in that way these 
covers were in .reality philatelic. As a matter of fact, there was such a prepon­
deran ce of express over postal usage, that due to public demand the Post Office 
Department in January, 1855, continued to allow the express companies to carry 
letters, provided they were prepaid with the full government postage in addition 
to express fees. It was not until 1895, when the government's postal service 
had become completely organized, that Congress passed a law prohibiting the 
carrying of mail under any circum tances by the private express companies. 
This legislation marked the end of a rivalry for the carriage of mail that existed 
for many years between the express companies and the United States Post Office 
Department. 

It might be well to point out at this time that the collectin g of " Western 

Downievill e: Fro m a lithograph publ is he d by Sa m Langton , Exp ressman. 
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Fig . 3. Langton Express Office in Down ieville. 

franks," in addition to philatelic interest, also has an absorbing historical in ­
terest. Western lore is very fascinating. Most of the surviving covers disclose 
on their faces much W estern history >vi.th names of camps, bars and flats where 
gold had been mined. Then too, the contents of the letters explaining the trials 
and tribulation · of the miners vividly depict the exciting history of the placer 
gold country. As Wiltsee said, "that it is for the history they (the letters) 
conYey and represent, as well as for the romantic period of the great Gold Rush 
which called them into being, and also for the great rarity of their occurrence 
to-day, that the collecting of Western franks becomes so attractive." 

Lang ton T he No. I Expressman 

After thirty years of research in the fi eld of independent expressmen who 
carried the mails in California, I have come to the conclusion that the greatest 
was Samuel W. Langton . In assertin g this, I do not belittle the efforts of other 
conscientious expressmen such as Everts, '\Vhiting, the Todds, Gregory, Hunter, 
Ballou, Reynolds, Snowshoe Thompson and many others. But Sam Langton 
stuck to his trade longer than all the others - fifteen years to be exact -
through adYersity and many other hardships. Finally, he was accidentally 
killed in the pursuit of his expres busine s. H e was merely a boy when he 
started in F ebruary 1850, and he did a man's job r ight from the start. 

Sam Langton was bor n at ·w ashington, D. C. on February 14, 1830. After 
receiving his elementary schooling, he became a printer. When war with Mex­
ico broke out, he volunteered earl:v and ·er ve<l with credit in Captain Digg 's 
Company attached to Colonel Hughes' regiment, District of Columbia vol­
unteers. 
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At the close of the war, he returned to his home in Washington, D. C. to 
resume his printing trade. But becoming imbued with the excitement attendant 
with the discovery of gold in California on January 24, 1848, he left Washington 
in F ebruary 1849, arriving in San Francisco in July of that year, after an 
arduous journey. 

With the goldfields as his ultimate destination, he tried his hand at mining 
in the vicinity of Nevada City. H e pursued this for about six months without 
much success. Langton must have seen a greater chance of getting his share 
of the profits from gold mining by serving the miners rather than mining him­
self, because we find by his advertisements5 that in February 1850 he had estab­
lished himself in the express business between Marysville and Downieville, with 
headquarters at Downieville, high up in the Sierra Mountains. 

Marysville To Downieville 

The road (if one can call it that) from Marysville to Downicvillc via mining 
camps, was bad. 'l'o reach the mining camps was very difficult, because they 
were situated in the deep and almost impenetrable canyons of the Yuba River. 
I1angton, a young man of only nineteen years, at first worked the territory by 
himself. Starting at Marysville in the Sacramento Valley with his mail and 
parcels, he would go in a i·anch or "mud" wagon as far as Dobbins Ranch, then 
on foot or horseback to Downi cvillc hy way of Nevada City. It is difficult to 
appreciate the type of terrain it was i1 eccssary to cover unless one actually has 
transversed it himself. ]~\ · r n tod:iy many of these ghost camps remain almost 
inaccessible, as mining long ago was abandoned out there. Except to see the 
beautiful scenery, 01· to do some hunting and fishing, there is little or nothing to 
attract commerce and industry at present to this inaccessible region. 

Too Much For One Person 

It soon became evident to Langton that he could not continue to give good 
service all by himself. This is learned from William T. Ballou, the pioneer 
expressman of the Southern Mines who recorded the following in his memoirs, 

Fig. 4. The not too common printed frank of "Langton'5 Downieville Pioneer Expreu." 
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Fig . 5. The Humboldt stamp tied with the Langton Unionville handstamp. 

"I sold my branch line out to them, to the Adams Co., and I went to the North­
ern mines, 'rent in with Sam'l. W . Langton in the ' Yuba Express. ' I sold out 
to him aftenrnl'ds . After that I abandoned the Express in California and went 
into merchandising at Downie,·ill e and Forest City." 

Later, Ballou went back into the expl'ess business, this time in British 
Columbia. 

The association " ·ith Ballou did not last nry long. In March, 1851 Langton 
fo l'llied a new pa1tnership, and changed the name to " Langton & Uo. 's Express," 
taking in as partne1·s, Samuel L. Clapp and Z. White. The new company's 
agents we1·e E . W . 'l'r;i cy at lVIar.'·syiJl e (late t· to become a prominent expressman 
in his own right in Oregon), l<'reeman & Co. at Sacramento, and J. Spear at 
Adams & Co's office in San l~rancisco. 

Through these ngents, Langton not only was able to handle mail to the 
Atlantic seaboard, but also to ship gold dust for the miners. In Apl'i l. 1852, 
Lan gton opened "S. \V. Langton's Pioneel' Banking House" on Main Street, 
Downievi lle, where he bought or· shipped gold dust, eYen to Eul'ope, and executed 
letters of exchange through eastern and European agents. 

On October 7, 1851, Edwin Vv. H askell became the first United States post­
master at DownicYi lle, but this did not present much of a problem to Langton 
& Co. 's Express as far ns competition " ·as concerned. Haskell ran a store and 
poker table in connection with the post office, so he had little time for the mails. 
Langton trnnsported most of the mail, and the miners were glad to pay him 
$2.00 per letter for his prompt service. 

A Family Business 

Evidently Langton had much tl'ouble finding partners who were r eliabl e. 
Therefore, he brought his mother, brothers and other relatives out to California 
to help him. H e needed people whom he could trust and who could keep up with 
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his great stamina and vitality to make his various ventures successful. By 
November of 1853 his partnership with Clapp and White had been dissoh·ed, 
and a new one formed with his brother, vV. T. Langton. This was called "Lang­
ton & Bro 's Treasure, Package and Letter Express,'' using the rare frank 
''Langton & Bro. 's Express.'' 

Roads had improved to some extent. But with the pressure of competition 
from the major express companies beginning to have its effect upon his business 
and the inability of his brothers to be of much help to him, he sold out to Adams 
& Company in the latter part of February, 1855. But he was forced to take the 
business back, when Adams & Company failed a few days later. The failure of 
Adams & Company almost also forced Langton into bankruptcy and he never 
regained the high financial status he once had possessed. 

Constantly Chang ing Partners 

Undaunted by this reversal, Langton eventually formed another partnership 
with N. Vl. Wilkinson, a Marysville banker, and Charles F. Stone of San Fran­
cisco6. He extended his line from Marysville to Sacramento and San Francisco, 
taking the name of the well-known "Langton 's Pioneer Express." Even Lang­
ton's brother could not keep up with him, because no mention is found of him 
being in the express business after the sale to Adams & Company. 

Stone withdrew from the new partnership on September 5, 1856, "by 
mutual consent7," and became the San Francisco correspondent of Langton 's 
Pioneer Express. Records do not indicate how long Wilkinson continued, but 
presumably not much longer, as his chief interest was banking, not express. 

The longer distance of the run from Marysville to Sacramento and San 
Francisco was too much for Langton to handle by himself, so he frequently made 
connections with both Freeman's Express and Pacific Express Company at 
Marysville for this long route. Finally in 1859, Langton gave up the longer 

.,_ 

L. 

Fig . 6. Langton & Bros. Express messenger picked up this cover at the mining camp of C a mpton­
vi lle, high up in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. It was then ~a rried by Langton messengers until it 
reached New York , where it was placed in the U. S. mail. Probable year date 1855. Langton ha nd­
stamp in black. 
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Fig. 7. The only known Langton handstamp of the California mining camp, Minnesota. For lack 
of a three cent embossed envelope, per Post Office regulations, a Jc 1851 stamp was used . Langton 
carried the cover from Minnesota , California , to Marysville , where the Langton messenger handed it 
over to the Pa cific Express Company for delivery to Yuba City. Instead of delivering it themselves, 
Pacific Express dropped it in the Marysville U. S. Post Office, where it was cancelled , and let the 
Government be the postman. (A very rare and unusual cover.) Minnesota handstamp in red; 
Pacific Express handstamp in blue ; Marysville postmarks in blue. 

route altogether, and made arrangements with vVells, Fargo & Company, even 
having them pick up mail occasionally nearer his headquarters at Downieville 
and near Nevada City instead of Marysville. 

Expansion To Nevada 

On July 1, 1859, the "Nevada Journal " published the first account of the 
discovery of the Comstock Lode in the State of Nevada.8 This brought on an­
other ''Gold Rush,'' even causing Langton to immediately form ''Langton ·s 
California and Nevada Express," which ran from Downieville to Nevada points 
via Henness P ass. lt is not known whether he had any partners in this 
Nevada venture, although he continued to use the "Langton's Pioneer Express" 
franked envelopes on this new route. 

In February 1860, Langton organized a branch in Nernda known as "Lang­
ton's Humboldt Express," which ran from Carson City, capital of Nevada, to 
the Humboldt (northern Nevada) mines. Because of the difficulty on this 
route, Langton had to charge an additional fee of 25 cents per 1/ 2 ounce, using 
a rare adhesive stamp for this increased rate. It is not known definitely how long 
this adhesive stamp 'ms used, but it is believed to have been for a comparatively 
short time only, because only five or six of these stamps on covers are known to 
exist. 

H. B. Phillips, a well-knovvn philatelist in his time, wrote the following in 
"Filatelic Facts & J<'ancies" of October, 1896: 

' ' The stamp is lithogrnphed, in color, dark brown, on a firm, medium whole 
co\·er paper of fine texture. There are no varieties known and the stone was 
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thrrefore doubtless made from a single d ie and during its life was not retouched. 
'l'hr date of issue was about 1861, but as yet has not ber n precisely determined." 

'rhe fol lo\\·ing nch ertisrnwnt, which appear r<l in the Carson Cit,v, Nrvacla, 
nr \\"sp:qwr in .Tnl,\' of 18fi-t, yfrid ly d t>SC l'ibt>s l1angton 's Nrvaila 01wration : 

LANGTON' S 

PIONEER EX PRESS 

Leaves Carson City at 9 o'clock A.M. and 
2 o'clock P.M . 

Empire City, Silver City, Dayton 
Gold Hill , Virgin ia, Downieville 
San Juan, 

Nevada , 
Downieville 

and all the principal places in Sierra , 
Pluma s, Nevada and Yuba Counties, California 

LANG TON'S 

PIONEER EXPRESS 

For the 

HUMBOLDT MINES 

Leaves Carson every Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday 
for Unionvil le, Star City, Santa Clara, Port Royal, 
Humboldt City and Sierra District. 

Fig. 8 . Anothe r Langton frank ind icating a pick-up by Lang ton at Eureka City, Sie rra County, high 
up in the mountains ; taken to Downieville and then by messenger to Marysville, wh ere t he U. S. 3c 
'51 stamp was cancelled. Cover then delivered by postman to Yuba City a cross the river. Vintage 
- 1855. Eureka C ity ha ndsta mp in red ; Downieville in black ; Marysville postma rks in blue. 
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Sam La ngto n, Expressma n, a nd Ma jor W illi am Downie, pionee r of Downievil le in fro nt of t he latte r' s 
ca bin . 

Letters, packages and treasure transmitted with 
dispatch and security. 

Langton continued with his expresses, diligently conducting his business in 
two states, Cali forn ia and NeYada. \Vhilc attending to his express business he 
was accid entl.v thrown from his buggy in SilYer City, NcYada Territory on the 
night of August 12, 1864, sustaining injuries that resulted in his death on 
A ugnst 24, 1864, at the age of 34 years, 6 months and 10 days.9 Langton was 
sunived by a wife and three children, an aged mother, brothers, some other 
relatiYes and a host of friends eYcrywherc to mourn his death. 

His fa mily tried unsuccessfully to carry on the business, but none of 
Langton 's family had the business ability nor energy to carry on. In 1865 they 
had to se ll the express company to Lamping & Co. 's Express. Soon th crcaftet', 
Lampin g sold out to W ell s, F ar go & Company. 

Langton The Man 

This account should not terminate without relating some things of interest 
about this ener getic young man. They all tend to bring out his fine character, 
even und er adverse circumstances. 

Take, for instance, lVIajor William Downie, the fou nder of Downicvillc, who 
in his book " Hunting for Gold, " published in 1893, had this to say about 
J_Jangton: 

" To few men do the miners of the early <.lays on the Yuba owe a greater 
debt of gratitude than to Sam. ·whil e the halls of Congress resounded with 
long-winded speeches about th e admission of Californ ia to the Union; wh ile 
we were being Yictimized by crafty ad ,·entm·ers, Sam was climbin g the hills with 
his littl e budget of letters to make the miner in his brush shanty glad with news 
f°l'om hom e. Summer and winter he toil ed away, crnr faithful to the dischal'gc 
or his self-assumed duties. In the scorching sun, across swollen rivers or· 
through mighty snmnfrifts Sam Langton made his way to our camps, bringing 
t idin gs and messages that were Jookr<l for with impatience . ... I cannot pro­
eeed without saying a few more words about Sam La ngton and his family. 
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They came from Vv ashington City and met a fate in California which was abso­
lutely tragic. Th ey were rich and influential at one time, but the heavy failure 
of the (sic) Adams Express Company (Adams & Co.'s Express) practically 
ruined them financially, and the family is now almost extinct. Sam Langton 
was killed in (sic) Virginia City (actually Siker City next door) by a fall from 

Fig . 9. The very scarce Langton printed frank used from Cherokee, Butte County, and carried by 
Langton messenger outside of the mail to San Francisco. Langto n handstamp is in blue. 

Fig. 10. Langton picked up this cover at Moore's Flat, a small mining camp in Nevada Count'y. 
It was turned over to Wells, Fargo & Co., for delive ry to Fretz & Ralston, pre d e c essors of the prese nt 
Bank of Californ ia . Moore's Flat handstamp in black ; W e lls Fargo ha nd sta mp in blue. 

- ' 
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Fig. 11 . At Monte Cristo, a ve ry small min ing camp high up in the Sierra Nevadas , Langton picked 
up this "3 cent star die" stamped e nvelope. He took it down to Ma rysvill e, where he tu rned it 
over to Wells , Fargo & Co., for delivery at San Francisco. This is t he only Langton " Monte Cristo" 
handstamp known . Langton handstamp in red ; Wells Fargo ha ndstamp in blu e. 

his carriage; a younger brother died in poverty in San Francisco some years 
ago; and another brother - Tom Langton - was sent to the insane asylum at 
Stockton, but has since so far recovered as to hold, at present, an official position 
at that institution. One of the sisters pined to death grieving for the loss of her 
husband, a noted mountain express rider, who lost his life in the execution of 
his duty; and the widow and daughter of Sam Langton, perished a few years 
ago in an avalanche at the Sierra Buttes.'' 

Sam Langton was the leading spirit of the gold-mining region in which he 
operated. He was generous to a fault, ever willing to help a relative, friend or 
acquaintance. He fulfilled all the obligations which he had contracted as an 
expressman. He commanded the respect and admiration of all who came in 
contact with him. 

A Printer And Newspaper Owner 

Having been a printer by trade, Sam Langton for a long time was a pro­
prietor of the newspaper, ''Sierra Citizen,'' published in Downieville. His 
brother, John C. Langton, was its publisher and editor. His brother also was 
secretary of the Masonic Lodge and Sam was a Mason. Sam Langton had his 
hands full with his expresses and banking business, and consequently, he was 
able to devote little time to the newspaper. It is interesting to note, however, 
that besides the natural hazards of the road, there were times when J_,angton 
and his r iders were held up by highwaymen. Notices, such as the following 
then would appear in the ''Sierra Citizen'' : 

$2,000 ! 

REWARD 

MY EXPRESS WAS ROBBED TO-DAY, between this place and 
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Forest City, by the following persons: A man about 
5 feet 6 inches high , light hair and complexion, spare 
face, no whiskers, aged about 25 years; a man about 
5 feet 2 inches high, red face, chunky built, light 
hair, aged about 25 years; a youth of dark complexion, 
about 5 feet high, and aged about 18 years. The la tter 
resembled a Spaniard. All these had on black coats, 
dark pants, and low black hats, and were armed with 
double-barreled guns. The last man had a very large 
bowie knife. All talked good English. 

The amount stolen was about $3,000 in Forest City gold 
dust, and I hereby offer a reward of one-third of the 
amount for the apprehension of the thieves and recovery 
of the money. 

S. W. Langton 
Downieville, July 30, 1855 

A Reward of $1,000 will be paid for the apprehe nsion 
and delivery to the Sheriff of Sierra County the above 
described persons, or one equal proportion for either of 
them 

P. C. Shaffer 
County Judge of Sierra County 

Downieville , July 30, 1855 

The newspaper , the "Alta California " of San Francisco on September 9, 
1856 wrote the follO\ring: " Langton 's cxpressmen now travel, says the ' Sierra 
Citizen,' around with doublc-bancllcd shotguns, ready for any emergency that 

Fig. 12. Langto n's Pioneer Express ca rried this cover from North San Juan , Nevada County, to 
t o Nevada City. where it was turned over to Wells, Fargo & Co ., for delivery at San Francisco. Year 
date - 1858. La ngton Sa n J uan hand stam p in black; W ells Fargo ha ndsta mp in blue. 
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Fig. 13. From Virg inia C ity, Neva da, La ngton messengers or agents carried this unusual cover 
o utside of the maih to New York. According to year date on enclosure it is 1860. Langton hand­
sta mp in red . 

may arise from the presence of robbers, now so numerous m the mounta in 
regions. '' 

P hilatelic A nd Historical 

Th ere were ma ll .\" camps, bars and towns that ~am J~angton ser ved durin g 
his fi ftee n-year can'r 1· as an expressm an. Ni net ~· - th ree of these a l'e known in 
Californi <L and eleven in Nernda. Often, Langton would t ry to ham a hand­
stamp made that conld br associated in some way with the name of the camp , 
such as the little clog in red ink for the camp, " Red Dog,' ' or a long obl011 g with 
t lte word "LongBar" in i t. Thus, there were many <lifferent types of han<l­
stamps and seYeral printed franks. A collection of Langton 's material. not only 
has a great philatelic appeal, but it also brin gs to licrht histories of the many 
long-forgotten, deserted mining camps. . . . . . . . . 

Dur ing the past thirty year s I have hern fo1-tunate to secure about fif ty-fi ve 
different L angton co \·crs with handstamps and printed fra nks, aucl am still seek­
ing more, lwping some da.\· to lram mu ch more about this enterpr ising and in­
teresting expressman. 

In reporting his death, the loeal newspaper had this lo say a bout • 'amucl 
Langton : 

" H P was insensible to hardships, dangers and fatigue; ever k indly to those 
who needed him. No man ever died leaving fewer enemies or more fr iends. 
May he rest in peace.' ' 

On this note, this article is ended. 

(Continued oti Page 157) 
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1965 A~ F. Lichtenstein 

Memorial Award 
To Alvaro Bonilla Lara of Cl1ile 

Established in 19G2 for distinyiiished services 
tu philately, thirteen philatelists have been the 
recipients of the world-famous Alfred Ji'. Licht­
e 11stein Memorial Award. A ll have been Eng­
lish-speaking; ten ·were from the United States, 
one from Great Britain, one from Australia and 
also one from Canada . 

For the first time, the philatelist chosen for 
the 1965 award bv unanimous vote of 'rhe 
Board of GoYernors. of the Collectors Club is a 
Spanish-American , Mr. Aluaro Bonilla Lara of 
Sr111 tiago de Chil e, Chile. 

A I though this award is for distinguished ser­
Yices to philately, Mr. Bonilla Lara also has had 
a d istinguished career outside of stamp col­
lecting. 

H e was born in San Jose, Costa Rica on Nov­
ember 3, 1903 and was educated there. In 1922, 
he came to Chile where he attended the univer­
sity for his degree as a doctor of law. He r e­
rnain rd in Chil e, practiced law in Santiago and 
married there. 

When P1·csident Picado of Costa Rica became the head of this country in 
I !J-H·, Aharn Bonilla Lara r eturned to his native land and was appointed Min­
ister of" fl' i 11ance, serving during the entire administration of President Picado 
1·1'0111 UJH to 19-1-8. 

Jn l!H5, he was on e of the Costa Rican delegates to the fi rst United Nations 
<'onfcrcnee in 8 a n Francisco, CaliL, thus playin g a part in th e formation of 
t he United Nations. As a result, for the last eight months of the Picado Admin­
istration, Mr. Bonilla was appointed to the important position of Minister of 
li'oreign Affairs. In 1948, he returned to Chile and r esumed the practice of law. 

(Incidentall y, there always is confusion about the name. Spanish names 
are different from ours ; the last name is a man 's mother 's name. Consequently, 
many peopl e in En glish-speaking countri es in corr ectly call A. Bonill a Lara 
Mr. lmrn. Th e eonl'et appellation is Mr. Bonilla ). 

Grandfather Costa Rica's F irst Postmaster-General 

'l' he first postage sta rnps of Costa Ri ca were introduced in 1863. The man 
n·sponsible for t he in troduction of postage stamps in this American republic was 
Recaredo Bo nilla. Carrillo, the grandfather of Alvaro Bonilla Lara. ln 1863, 
Recareclo Bonill a was the Postmaster-C·kneral of Costa Rica. 

'l'o commemorate the lOOth Anniversary of its postage stamps, on June 26, 
1963, Costa Rica issued a colorful set of four air mail stamps (Scott C362-
C365). 'rhe 2 Colones (Scott C363 ) has its design with its first Postmaster­
Gcneral, Mr. Bonilla, the grandfather of the 1965 r ecipient of the Alfred F . 
155 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. '14, NO. 3 
Lichtenstein Memorial Award. 
Alvaro Bonilla Lara never knew liis gran<lfathcr, Recaredo Bonill a Carrillo. 

But it is of interest to note that one of the grandchildren of Costa Rica's first 
Postmaster-General collects the utilitarian p ieces of paper that his grandfather 
had introduced. Little did grandfather know in 1863 that , one of the things 
he started, later would afford his grandson so much pleasure. 

The Stamp Collector 

Now, for philately. As true of most all of the Alfred F. Lichtenstein 
Memorial Award medalists, Mr. Bonilla has been collecting stamps since boy­
hood and it has remained his life-long hobby. Obviously, the stamps of his 
native country were his prime interest. Therefore, over many years, he as­
sembled what was without question the most extensive collection of Costa Rica. 
Th e time came when there \nl S so little more to be added, so that in 1961 the 
Costa Rica collection was sold at auction in New York City. As proof of the 
great status of this collection, it was the first time in the history of stamp au ctions 
that one sale was exclusively Costa Rica. 

Cuncntly, Alvaro Bonilla Lara has special interests in BoliYia, Chile a nd 
Guatema la, both with their philately and postal history. 

In addition , he intently studies stamps and has paid much attention to postal 
forgeries and counterfeits of Chile. There arn also two inter esting sideline 
collections. One is of stamps that \\·ere prepared for use but never placed on 
public sale. There are about 280 of such unissued stamps and Mr. Bonilla now 
has 250. 

The other interest is "real off beat." These arc postage stamps OYerprinted 
for revenue (fiscal ) use. Being the latter, very few such stamps ar e listed in 
any postage stamp catalogue. This is a truly pioneer field on which practically 
nothing has been written nor r ecorded. 

Philatelic Editor and Author 

In 1933, Alvaro Bonilla Lani played an active role in the i·corganization of 
the Sociedad Filatelicci de Chile and since then he ha s held the following posts 
in that Society - 1934 Librarian, 1935 Director of Auctions, President 1936--1-1 
and again in 1953 to 1955. 

This Society also publishes a respected joumal, one of the best in South 
America. Mr. Bonilla was editor of the "Gacita Filatclico" from 1933-36. In 
1936, the name was changed to "Chile l!'ilatelico " and he edited this from 1936 
to 1943, when he had to r elinquish this work to return to Costa Rica. 

In 1953, he resumed the editorship of · 'Chile Filatelico " and he is still doing 
it. Alvaro Bonilla La1·a not only ed its this journal, but there is seldom a number 
that does not h;n·e at least one article with his bylin e. 

Most all of Mr. Bonilla 's philatelic studies haYe been published in Spanish 
and in many different Latin Americnn periodicals. Also, he has written se\·­
eral articles in English. 'l'hcse were published b~· the" Aero Philatelist Annals " 
and the " Essay P roof Journal. " At present, he is working on a manuscript 
on the Garcia stamps of Bolivia . This will be written in Spanish, translated 
into English and published as a future article in THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILA­

TELIST. 

Philatelic Judge And Expert 

Due to his studies of postal forgeries and counterfeits, Mr. Bonilla was 
appointed to t he E xpert Committee of the Sociedad Filatelica de Chile. H e is 
still Yery acti ,·e in this work and has been this committee's president. Also 
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Samuel W. Langston 
( Co11tinued from Page 154) 
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leading Expert Committees and indiYidual experts thl'oughout the world con­
sult with him, because of his profound knowledge of Chilean stamps. 

H e has been called upon often to judge national stamp shows in Chile. 
Also, six tim es he has sened as an international judge - in Buenos Aires (1950), 
New York (1''IPEX 1956 ), Rio <l e Janci l'O (Santos Dumont 1956 ), Argentina 
(1958), Buenos Aires (1960) and (1962). 

Alrnro Bonilla Lara, a devoted husband , father and grandfather, has had a 
distinguished career in law, national and international politics and, oE course, 
in philatel~-. H e is a great music lover. Thus, wh en he visits New York, it is 
difficult for him to decide whether to first see his philateli c friends and drop 
into th e Collectors Club or to go to the lVIetropolitan Opera H ouse to hear his 
faxorite opera . 

1'-,rom personal experience, this writer has seen the high e teem that most 
all philatelists in South America have for Mr. Bonilla. He is truly one of the 
great phil atelists in Latin America, and it is fitting and deserved that the 14th 
recipient of the Alfred F . Lichtenstein Memorial Award is Alvaro B onilla Lara 
of Santiago de Chile, Chile. (H. M. G.) 
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Uncommon Use 

Of Common Stamps 
What our readers wish to see i s a properly used cover having a common stamp that 

~atalogs for $10 or less. But on eover this item's value is many times the s tandard catalog 
price for the stamp off cover, either unused or used. 

You may own such material. Then it is hoped that you will send it to The Editor, 
Collectors Club Philatelist, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y . 10016. 

Ukraine 1919 

Polish-Russian War 

l1'ollowing the 1917 Bolshevik revolut ion in Russia, the Ukra ine - that yast 
rich country lying to the east of Poland and Romania, and north of the Black 
Sea - established its own autonomous goyernment. Its ind epemlenrc was Yrr.v 
short, as it becam e one of the republics of th e TJ.S.S.R in 1919. 

That same year, the newly independent Republic of Poland, wish in g to rr­
conquer the territories lost to SoYiet Russ ia since the :first partition of Poland in 
1772, invaded the Ukrain e. But after some initial successes, the Polish forres 
:finally wer e r epulsed by the Russians. 

Th e co ,·er illusti-ated is an inte l'esting philateli c sou,·e ni1· of th at short 
Polish-Russian wa1-. The envelope is frankell with a -1-0 heller· A nstrian stamp 
of the 1916 issue. The cancell ation on the sta mp !"ca ds: " POD KAMIEN bei 
BRODY, kolo BRODOW, 19.V.1919," an<l th el'e ifl a framed c-ens01"s 111a1·king. 
l'ea ding, arcording to the translator I consu lted, " l kra nia n Mi I ita r~· Censol'­
ship at Bl'ody ." (D erek Palnwr, Santiago de Chik) 
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The Clubhouse 
Meeting of January 6, 1965 

British Commonwealth 

Th e members participation " British Commonwealth " meeting brought out 
seYen good displays and an interesting erie of talks on them. Participating 
wer e the following members : 

Dr. Irwin 1\1. Yarry, who made these comments about his four frames of 
th e British Colonial Posts in the Virgin 1 slcinds. 

A brief outline was first given to cover the postal hi tory of these islands 
of the Caribbean embracing the early Danish isl and· of St. Th omas, St. Croix, 
nn<l St . . John ( whieh since 1917 are thr presrnt Amrrie:rn Virgin Isl ands ), and 
the British Virgin Islands of Tortola, Virgin C:onla and dozens of smaller 
islands aequirrd in 1666. Thr earl.'' hist.or.'' of thefm islan cls is told an<1 rrtold 
in thr ta lrs of piratrs :rncl hucca ner 1·s n rs tin g in thrsr rr rnot r islnnds. 

Posta l it rms from thrse parts arr most elnsivr and extrrnwly searer. 1'h r 
wr ll -known Cod1·ington eorrcspond rnce has onl.\· onr itrm from Rt. Croix in 
180G and thrre othrrs with postal markings as tl'ansit 11oints with " straight-lin r 
Tortoln " nrnl on e with the sea rec " I. * St. Thomns " on an 1 18 cover. The 
eoYel' shown is datr <1 182G from St. C'roix with th e searer T,rrwarcl Islarnl 
(F-almouth ) cir cular clatrsfamp in g1·ern. A British Postal Agenc.v was opened 
at St. Thomas cir ca 1850 and the tnws of markings ' "Paid at Rt. Thomas, ., 
· 'crown circle" and the "St. Thom as fleurons " arc shown. 

Between 1865-1879 British stamps were used at St. Thomas cancelled '' C51 '' 
in severa l types and some exa mples are shown used on many of sca1·ce Yalues up 
to the 5/ . Th e covers are from many points of origin in the 'Nest In dies with 
transit nrnrkings, forwarding agents, all too numerou to describe in this r eport. 

Th r B 1·itish Vi1·gins ar e covered by indiYidual stamps which wr1·c issurd in 
1866, eanecl led at To1·tol a "A-13." Prior to thr use of the definitiws, British 
stamps wrre usrd from 1858-1869. Th ese are a 11 rxtremr l.\· srarrr and covr1·s 
from this period a1·r unreeorded . l;ater issues arc shown up u nti l 1890, when 
tlw,\· wer r rcp laf'Pd b.\· lieeward Islands stamps. Th ese are used in the Virgins 
with th r " 1'ortola r.d .s. A-13 a nd A-91 " eanrels. ln 1R99, thr postal is~mes l '<' ­

w rt rd to a definiti\'r set up to thr 5/ . 'l'he ge11ernl issues of licrw;n-\1 Islands 
a lso we1·r rnlid for postag<', and combination roye rs arc on displa.'"- This lrns 
rontinued up until 19f>6, when the lieewal'd Islands stamps W<'I"C withllnnvn. 

'I'he Danish is land of Ht. 'I'homas with its exce ll ent port was th e srat of t he 
B1·itish Post Offiee ;1s ear ly as 1832. Vhth the introclurtion ol' steam , thr mails 
wrrr speeded up and were hand led t hl'ough St. Thom as. This port lwrmnr the 
rhief transit po int fo 1· ma il from South Anw1·ica, North America , l•~uropc and 
the \.Vest l ndies. PrartiC'a ll .'' a ll the major steamship Jin rs had agenr irs at 
St. 'l'homas, with t hr Brit ish in th r forefront of this ·rnst postal business, sin cr 
the1·r wr1·r only two goyernrnent post officrs :1t Rt. Thom as - a British and a 
Danish, hoth f'al'l'ying on in one building. 

The litrrn.ture on thr Virgi n Is land postal histor.'· is meager rxcept for a fr"· 
artielrs and a n rxccl lent serirs in the ' ' Amrriran Phil atelist. ' b~- Robert n. 
Ston<>, ··St. 'I'homas l<'rorn Uo\'rr to ('over. '' 

As far as the British Islands, no <'O\'el's of the fit·st issue or the British 
stamps Usrcl \ broad on cover ar e known. None oi' th e out. tanding British 
\Vest Indies co ll eC'tions sold in the past twenty years had any covers. Th e Tows 
Coll ect ion did conta in a r emm·kabl e lot of the "C-f>1 " coYers, but these are rr-
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latiwly plentiful since the:· \re re a 11 used from t. 'l'homas. It is possible that 
this port so oYershaclo\\·ed Tortola, that practically alt the mai ls wrre used from 
t here. All t his is obYiously histor.v brought up-to-date with the British Virgin 
I slands stamps being Yalurd in U.S . currency due to thr importance of th e 
American Virgin Islarnls and tlw brautiful port of' Ch1nlotte Am;lli c at St. 
Thomas. 

Next, Mr. E(l\\'anl vY. Trrnch showrd two fr11rn rs of Canadirm C'o!' crs as 
follows: 

1st. Frame - Hundred vrm·s of Cana<lian C:owrs \rith a Martial Asprrt 1860-
1960. . 

Included were: 

r. S. Civil war Patriotic used from Brighton, Ontn1·io to l -. S. in 1862. 
Canadian "Contingent coYers" from the Boer W ar. "\Vorld \Var I CO\'ers 
for German Internees & P.O."\V. in Canada. Canadian cowr to Bahamas 
with the Bahamas Special DeliYery stamp used from Canada in 1918. 
(Bahamian stamps were arnilable in Canada to Canad ian soldirrs stationrcl 
in the Bahamas) as well as "\Vorld War II Internment coYcrs from C'ana<lian 
Forces \Yith the U. N. Forces in Sinai and Cyprus. 

2nd Frame - Canadian CoYCrs as " "\Vin(lo\Y Dressing 1870-1910. " 

Included were: 

AdYcrtising covers from commercial firms and for special eYents including 
Fairs and the Diamond Jubilee of 1897. Semi-patriotic covers and cards 
-Yintage 1 97-1900. The 2c purple De La Rue envelope - entire used­
month of issue in :F'ebruary 1899. Commercial covers with pair of 50c King 
Edward VII used in 1910. 

The next exhibit was by Paul P . Lindenberg, who showed in two frames 
Great B ritain, J(ing George V issues, Control Numbers. These control numbers 
started originally with the one penny lilac of 1881, the half penny wrmilion 
and half penny green of Queen Victoria. Also in the King Edward VII set, 
only the half penny and one penny stamps carry such controls, but " ·ith the 
George V series all denom inations were marked. 

At first, the prin ters, De La Rue & Co., put only letters at the right lowr1· 
corner of the sheet of 240 stamps. Each letter signified a printing period ,,·hich 
ran either from April to September or from October to l\1larch of the following 
year. In 1904, De La Rue started to add figures, such as "$ " for " 1904. " In 
this \\·ay one can, at least theoretically, observe "A13, " "B13 " and "C13," all 
belonging to the same calendar year, but to different printing periods. 

Control numbers on the first half penny and one penny stamps of the King 
George V design are rather scarce, but those of the final set rather common, at 
least for the denominations up to three pence, whereas the higher ones became 
more elusive. 

When the printing contract was transferred from De La Rue to Harrison 
and Sons in 1924, the latter used a smaller type of letters and figures. Since 
these stamps have also a different watermark, identification is easy. 

Besides, all 6 pence stamps were manufactured by Somerset House, the State 
Printing establishment, on especia ll y coatrd paper, since this valup \\·as used 
mostly for reYenue purposes. The Yalue, therefore, shows also a different type 
of letters and figures. 

A 11 these control nmnhers are listrd in the "Stanley r.ihhons Catnlogne, Bri-
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tish Commonwealth'' imperforatrd :rnd perforated through at the lower sheet 
margin; thr " Kohl Handbook ' · r\·rn gives for each control number th e time of 
isstw h:· month and yem·. 

The fom·th rxhibit \\·ash~' l\rr. Hmrnrd Lee, remembered for his fine deline­
ation on th e stamps of l\Lontenrgrn, \rho i:igain with B r1lnei showed what can he 
done with a philatelic]~' unpopul ar country. H e had written about most all the 
material he displayed in the CO Ll,E C'l'ORS CLU l3 P HILATELIST Vol. 41, Nos. 4, 5 and 
6. In on e framr, Mr. r~ee shmred a COYer with the 1895 locals of Brunei. All 
sneh loca l coYers also earr.' · Lalrnan adh rsiYrs to pay the international postage. 

Brooketon \\·as a Sarawak post office in Brunri. After the latter had insti­
tuted its mrn postal system in ] 906, this nrnrking was used on Brunei stamps 
for a short period in 1906-07 until replaced by the Muara marking. Examples 
of both Brunei and Sarawak stamps with the Brnoketon marking were shown. 

The first oYerprinted issue on coyer arc uncommon; one was shown. E ar­
l icst knm,·n dates of use for Yarious stamps were exhibited. No actual " First 
Da~·s · ' ai·c knom1, so that a study of dates on the can cellations is the only way 
of determining earliest usage. Mail car r ied on the three RAF survey flights 
during 1930-1931 were displayed. Such covers bear special markings. 

The Japanese Occupation was represented by unoYerprinted Brunei stamps 
usrd there in October, 1944 prior to the introduction of the Japa nese oYerprints. 
Th ese \\·ere also shO\m on cowr. After the \\·ar (1945-1946 ) Sarawak and 
North Bomeo stamps overprinted " BMA " (Br itish Military Administration) 
\H•re used intrrehangabl:· tl1l'oughout British Borneo. Exampl es " ·er e shown . 

Finally, a history of the Seria post office was p1·esentcd, commencing with 
the rarliest date kno\\"11 ( Januar~r 15, 1936 ) sho\\·ing all types of postmarks and a 
photograph of the post office building. 

In a one-frame displ ay, Nathan H als gaYe an eleven-page scan of the interest 
to be found in N e111 South Wa.Z es Used in N ew Caledonia and the N ew Jiebrides. 
H e paused bri cfl~- to il lustrate \\·hat is becomin g a common complain t in collect­
ing certain pe1·iods, \\·hen he sho\\"ed two ordinary co,·ers with the 1908 British 
proYisionals of the Ne\\" H ebrides and said that they were of inter est simply be­
cause the.' · wer e un common exampl es of correct postage used on non-philatelic 
mail. Then, he ilJustrntcd ;i lh d. and l s. of the same 1908 provisional issue by 
showing their differentiation , on co,·er, from the mult ipl e ''CA'' on the same 
denominations. 

H e closed b~- sho\\·in g a commercial cm·er of the 1929 Par A vion provi­
sionals of the Ne\\" H ebrid es franked \\·ith a single 5cl. of the 1925 series address­
ed to Sydne.v, A ustrn l ia. ..With it, he displayed an example of a fraudulent 
Par Avion strike on a stamp off cover. It is presumed that comm er cial coYers 
arc quite scarce. Out of the lot of about 800, that were made up and handl ed on 
July 16, 1929 fli ght, most seem to be philatelic. 

Mr. H enry M. Goodkincl exhibited in one frame all of the air mail stamps of 
N e11• Giiin ea. A preponder ance of covers were shown illustrating eYery one of 
the air mail stamps New Guinea issued before ·world vVar II. 

The first air mail route in New Guinea was created for a rather unusual 
reason. After gohlfielcls had been developed in the interior, mail, quite obvious­
ly had to go to and from the coast to the mines. Unfortunatel?, seYeral times 
th ere occurred a rather rude and permanent miscarriage in the mail 's delivery. 
Investigation rnealed that the postal mcsst'nge1·s had hecn \Ya?laill , and mm·­
llrrrcl, sometimes C\'Cn brin g ratrn hy eannib11 ls. 
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Many of the covers serYed to illustrate the good service done by British 
stamp dealers, who prepared philatelic covers for use in this area. Without 
them, it would be very difficult to find the stamps used, since the use of air mail 
in this area was usually restricted to the carrying of machine parts and gold 
shipments. Consequently, only the higher values were used for this purpose, 
and not much mail fell into philatelic hands. 

When the P ound was $4.80, New Guinea issued a £2 and £5 air mail stamp. 
Th ese were seldom, if e,·er, used on covers, but onl y on the heavy parcels with 
sh ipm ents to or from the goldfields. Generally, these high denominations were 
affixed to a tag that was attached to the heavy parcel. Mr. Goodkind showed 
two tags, one with the £2 and the other with the £5. 

These parcels receiYcd rough handling in transit. Consequently, many 
copies of these two high denomination New Guinea air mail stamps were dam­
ngrd 01· hacll)· cr eased. Mr. Goodkind cautioned against securin g repaired 
cnnrrllrd £2 and £5 stamps. 

'l'hr firrnl display by Ira Reebaeher showed a typewritten cover (see ilhis-
1.i-n t i011 ) f 1·0111 I ion don to New York, mailed Sept em her G, 1872. Contents of th e 
lr tter detn il ed how thr machine it \\·as typed with operated, how it could he pur­
chm;e<l nnd a somewhat skimpier outline of a compa nion marhine of: sornewhnt 
diffe1·en1" rnpahilities (rontents of the letter now follow ) . 

Edmund T. Davis, Esq., 
19 Nassau St., 
New York. U.S. 
Dear Sir: 

London E / C. 30 August, 1872 
82 Grace Church St., 

Your esteemed favor of the 5th inst. duly to hand. In the "Mechanics Magazine" you have 
about as good a description of the "writing-ball" as can be given. This is a specimen of its 
writing. We make it of two distinct forms - one with flat support for the paper, of which 
I enclose a woodcut (this being written on an apparatus of that form) the other with a 
cylinder to carry the paper (that being the form more particularly described in the Mechanic's 
Magazine). 
Our prices are: for an apparatus like this £ 100 {one hundred pounds sterling): for an ap­
paratus with cylindrical support for the paper £ 60 ( 60 pounds stlg:). Net cash on delivery 
in London . .As ye t we have not been able to make them fast enough to have any stock & 
therefore only make them to order. We could deliver two or three instruments about three 
months after receipt of your order, but should have to ask you to be kind enough to send 
part of the amount with the order & to instruct somebody here to receive the instruments 
when ready & pay the balance. 
Each form of the instrument has its. particular advantage. On this form it is rather easy to 
lay the paper on, it being simply laid on a flat horizontally placed board or slate and the 
carbonized paper may then be laid loose on the top, thus enabling the writer to examine what 
he has already written, this is found to answer best in telegraph-offices & for rhe ordinary 
letter-writing, moreover as you may apply several layers of white & carbonized paper alter­
nately and take up to 10 copies at one operation in that manner. The apparatus with cylindrical 
support on the other hand will enable the expert to attain a higher rate of speed as all is 
written in one continuous line & there is no turning of the support from one line to the next 
as on this apparatus, thus saving the time occupied in doing this. It has been found that an 
expert can for a short time write up to 16 letters in a second but such rapidity could not be 
attained by all, only by people having specially pliable fingers , besides which even those could 
only keep it up for 5 or 10 minutes at a time. We consider 8 letters per second to an average 
speed after some practise and 10 letters to be about the maximum that anyone will be able to 
keep on for any length of time. This we look upon for the present as a very satisfactory rate 
of speed, and are glad to see from your letter that you are of the same opinion. We beg also 
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s Et s 

S T R EE· T • 

'YOR t< . u . s. 

to enclose a specimen of writing done on the other fo rm and hoping to be favored with 
your orders, we remain 

D ear Sir, Yours very obediently 
H olten & Co. 

·w h il e work on the development of a typewriter, as we know it today, was 
done many years prior to the writ ing of this letter, it was desu ltory and did not 
result in any machines that could be produced in quantity and commercially sold 
until just about the time of this letter. 

The contents of the letter reveal that it was written by one of the first such 
commrrciall y available machines. That it was a pioneer is best imlieated b~r t hr 
fact the wri ter refened to it once as a "writing-ball" (lowrr casr, incidentally ) 
and se \·era l t im es as an "apparatus " or " machine." This loss for a nam e indi­
ratc's t hat if t hr word " typewriter " was then known, it was rcgarcled as t he 
p ri rnte propr l'ty of an i ndividual, whether inventor or rn anufartn1·c1', <llld hnd 
not t hen atta in rd generic use. 

As drsr 1·ilwd , the " wr iting-ball " did not use a typewritrr ribbon hu t im ­
p l'essrd lrtte 1·s 0 11 paper through a thi ckness of earbonized papcl' . 'l' hat t his 
pnpp1· existed in rnrions eolors is visually indi cated by the letter it.se lf . Jts ron­
tr nts ;1 1·r blark, t he name of t he addressee in r ed ancl the recip ient's name in 
bl ur, nn douhtrdl y a versatili ty of t he machin e the writer was p roud to display . 

.Mr. Srelrnchr 1· sa id he was harcll .v main ta ining that this was thr earliest 
known typrwl'i ttrn Jetter in existence, bu t he sa id he suspected it might well be 
one of the ea rli rst known of an.v typr( l b~r a machine commrrcia lly anl.il ablr. 
He poin ted out t hat th r mrthod hy whi ch it must have worked was rrmarkably 
simil ar to t hat used in some of the new l.B.lVL typewriters that employ a hall on 
t he surfaces of whi ch t he various Jrtters are ra ised. Th e ball rotates to rnakc 
the proper impression at the rommand of the typist's fi ngers. 

Mr. Seehacher add itionall y showed two Mulready caricatures from his sports 
stamp collection which he stated were qu ite probab ly just about as early as all.'' 
material ava il abl e to t his field of th ematic philately. One was a hand-colored 
'''orr's Hun ting Envelope (No. 4 ) of a series design rd by Doyle for Fore's, a 
1n a11ufaeturel' of p rin ts aml fra mes, .J.1 Pi cacl ill .v , London. 'l'hr CO \ "f' I', b<1(·k ­
stamped J ersey, J a. 21. 18 1 (probably 1841 ) , is a<ldressrcl to Guernse~r . 
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The other coyer, of the same type of spoofing of the Mulready, but consi<l­
erabl y less fl ashy, is an Oxford University Cover (No. 2) paid to Somerset 
House, London, August 7, 1840 and depicts two Oxonians in cap and gown and 
a number of small Yignettcs " ·ith people, presumably students, engaged in ang­
lin g, scnllin g, archer~-, rowing nncl strolling·. (A lbert Philip Cohen) 

Meeting of January 20, 1965 

Selections From The Club's Collections 

The second regular meeting of January was the first under our new Presi­
dent, Den n Herbert P. Woothrnrcl, who has kindly consented to replace his 
geologist's hammer for a gaYel on such occasions, rocky though the going may 
prove. 

The eYening was devoted to the display of some of the Coll ectors Club 's 
voluminous holdings which, regrettably, embrace far more field than there are 
avail able competent lecturers to sing the praises of and to properly describe just 
what these stamps embrace. Notwithstanding this, brave souls were enlisted 
to fill the breech. 

For example, the tremendous collection for:rned by the late Walter McCoy 
of all the known existing printing plate numbers of the United States from the 
beginning through to 25,000 is a holding of the club's which is breath-takingly 
complete, magnificiently valuable and a remarkable source for checking, in some 
instances, the papers and plates used and prepared by Yarious printers, the over­
lapping use of plates with seyeral t,vpes of watermarked paper and other impor­
tant philatelic information. 

• • • • • 
• 
" " • • • • • • • • • • . . 1 

~ = 
••••••••••• 1 • ••••••• •••• : ••••••••••• J 

• • • 

The first stamps printed by the Bureau of Engraving and Pri nting obviously had Plate Number I. 
From the McCoy Collection. 

It fell to John R. Boker, Jr., to discuss the McCoy collection. Mr. Boker 
stated that the collecting of plate numbers very probably started because people 
had run out of things to collect, philatelically speaking, and cast about for 
something new. ''At first they formed their collections in strips of three show­
ing the Bureau's imprint,'' Mr. Boker pointed out. "Today it is in blocks of 
four or of six which means those who go backwards in time to round out their 
collections are st~1miecl as they get back to that period when a strip of t lnee was 
considered sufficient to meet the early plate number collector's tastes." 

"Much of the spadework in this field," Mr. Boker pointed out, "was done 
by the Bnrcau Issncs Association which made a complete fo:ting of all the exist-
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The 1898 Trans-Mississippi IOc denomination with plate 
number 617 (McCoy Collection) . 

ing basic numbers and stamps, eYen through the \\'atermark changes, together 
\\'ith a complete documentation where possible.'' 

One of the pioneers in the field was Hugh Southgate, a W estinghouse 
engineer who worked in the United States Bureau of EngraYing and Printing 
in the mid-t,rnnties, and so had a tremendous athantage in securing examples 
for his collection as the~- came off the presses. The late A1thur O\\'en was an­
other of the pioneers, \\·ho had perhaps an cYen better collection although he 
did not have all plate numbers. 

l\Ir. Boker dwelled at some length on the difficulty of getting enrything as 
it came along. H e mentioned the 12c Cle,·eland compound, a particular plate 
number of which has p 1·0,·ecl cxccssi,·cly rare. "Stamps from this plate," l\lr. 
Boker explained, " were all precanccllccl Bert Hom·er, hea1·ing about them at 
the time, \\'l'Ote fol' matched blocks but got just an upper left plate." l\h. 
HooYCr saYCd this lon e block aml it has proYed unique. 

Others got into tlw field , some unintentionally. Mr. Boker mentioned hoth 
":\Lessrs. Drn·lnnd and Crnnc. Thl'.'. had been first intel'estcd in shad es o[ t he 
Presidentials nml through their sea1·ch, the.'· <liscowl'ed the definite link between 
l'l'l 'b1in distinetin• slrndl's and their corresponding plate nu111hers. ()b,·iousl.' · t he 
ch ronologiea I succession of these nurn bers reflected the Yariations in t he inks as 
continUl'd printing created n1rions shades and departu1·es from t he exact origirnd 
colol'. Thus, these men learn ed to treasure certain plate numbe1·s aboYc others 
beeausc the searcc shades \\·ere the printings from these particular plates. 

"Of coi ls," l\ Lr. Bokc1· saicl, "these " ·ere indeed the toughest since most of 
tlw co il plate numbern do not exist today ( the~' \\' Cl'C all completely or partial ly 
cnt a \ray). " Mr. O\\·en, howe,·er, had some sort of connection and \ras able 
to get the coil waste from the plates of the 1929 issue. 

Some of the pal'ticu lar i·arities " ·ere pointed out in the l\foCo~- collrction. 
1\ lost popular at their appearance " ·ere the Trans-1\'lississippi plates but some 
la ter numhen; of the 1\ LcCo~~ holding arc the sca1·cest, perhaps clue to the fact 
thr,v \\'C'l'<' not populal' at the time. l\1r. Boker pointed out that Nos. 6 and 87 
\rrrr nnssmg. '' Pe1·lrnps the~- ncYer went to press, ' · he Ycntm·ed. H e also 
pointrd out the fact that in the run of numbe1·s could be found stamps onl:v 
issued \\'ith ''Guam'' OYerprints, newspaper stamps, postage dues and others. 
··As the need arose for each issue, it w;:is assigned a plate number, then was 
printed. It is indeed lucky the plates and strips still cxi:t of some of these," 
1\lr. Boker saicl. 

H e ·miled as he recalled that the late Joseph Itich had a collection of the 
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plate numbers only - just the selvage and not the stamps. His rueful tone 
drew a laugh. But a later interpolation by a member of the club was to explain 
that the Rich accumulation mentioned was made mel'ely to determine the types 
of paper that were used with each plate and so the selvage was sufficient to make 
the determination. 

"I would not ca ll this a ' numbers collection' as that would be down-grading 
it, " Mr. Boker summed up. "It was put together with the emotional feeling 
th11t a husband-and-wife team can bring to a collection. Perhaps it was really 
11H ·w a l trr 's eollrrtion rxcrpt for the Trans- 'Iississippi Yalucs. There, I suspect, 
pel'lrnps it was Ethel. 's collection." 

l\'fr. Boker also had a few words to say on two frames of a collection of the 
ra rl.v issnrs of Ecuador, an anonymous donor having given it to the club . Or, 
perhaps more col'rcctly, it was a donor known to the club but whose name and 
generosity was not made lmown to the meeting. 

In rsscncc, l\fr. Boker said that Ecuador is not a popular countn-, eYen 
"somewhat miserable" philatelically. Several factors tend to magnify this. 
Material on cover is scarce. Until a rather large find in a courthouse about two 
years ago, co,·ers were CYen mo1·c difficult to find. MoreoYcr, some grand but 
unique pieces arc in the Smithsonian's collection. 

l\lr. Boker takes a dim view of institutionalized collections, perhaps onr­
looking that some belonging to the Collectors Club are just as institutionalized 
as any in librari es, museums and college vaults. H e mentioned three collections 
of Transvaal, all institutionally owned and among them containing just about all 
of the truly great Transvaal material, therefore beyond any availability to col­
lectors. Hence a once popular country is dead philatelically as well as politically. 

Ne,·ertheless, the early issues of Ecuador, while "not attractive,'' are avail­
able, off cover, at a modest cost and in rather surprising quantities. "If a few 
people were seriously to start collecting these issues and go for the cancellation 
varietirs such as towns, diamonds, grids, stars and others with interesting can­
cels, these stamps would soon be valuable and expensive. Of course, they are 
terribly rare on coyer,'' he said, "but since they are cheap, many minute differ­
ences can be sought and collected; the stamps arc available. '' 

l\Ir. Boker pointed out that the collection in the frames was lacking the first 
issu e with quadrille paper and was a r11ther good beg·inning but far from a fine 
wllection. He mentioned some of the differences of opinion that exist on the 
Bcuadorean eal'ly issues, citing that while the 4 reals of 1865 is known on cover 
as we! I as a bisect on co,·er, there are some " ·ho maintain the stamp is bogus 
because 110 decree has ever been found for the issue. It was inferred that, to 
an extent, the matter of decrees, where Mr. Boker is concerned, must be treated 
flexibly; that the too literal acceptance of everything philatelic based only on 
the contents of decrees is a form of philatelic blindness. 

TIH' next coll ection that was discussed was a very srn a ll selection of [ull 
sheds ft·om the extensi,·e Liberia co ll ection owned by the club and a gift from 
its former president, General Cornelius W. Wickersham. Unfortunately, the 
(l enera l was not present and just as unfortunately there were no Liberian ex­
perts present. The discussion of these frames by ha Seebacher was brief and 
rather glossy. Shown were sheets of the 1905 through 1909 issues as well as the 
Registration stamps o-f that era. 'l'he latter " ·ere printed in sheets of 39 (3x13) 
and, as Mr. H. D. S. Haverbeck later pointed out, were no larger because they 
were printed by Perkins, Bacon which had two size presses and printed the 
Liberian issues of that era on the smaller presses rather than the huge ones which 
were for panes of 240 stamps. 
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The large multiple piece of the first stamps of Ecuador, block of eighteen of the lfi real shows the 
rea son their appearance has not attracted too many to collect this country. (Photos by Bo utrelle) 

H ere again, the stamps are, or at least for many years were, plentiful but 
the covers scarce. Many of these issue were sold a remainders to German 
stamp dealers, who promptly cancelled them and sold them as cancelled-to-order 
stamps. They were for years available in packets and because of their color and 
iwculiarly exotic flavor , usually occupied a prominent position under the glassine 
windows of the packet envelopes. M.r. Seebacher pointed out the wealth of 
enors that existed on these issues - inverted centers, double and inverted ''OS ' ' 
ornl'prints, irnpedorates, etc. None of the Yarieties so mentioned wern shown. 

Till' final s1waker of tlw en•ning was Ezra D. Cole, Rotarian and rosa ria u. 
l\11 -. Col e prefaced his remarks by expressing his gratefulness to t he ma11 y fine 
philatelists, past and present, who gave so generously the many collections to 
the Club tha t it now boasts. "Not least of these is this collection of small die­
proofs, the gift of Julian :F'. Gros," Mr. Cole said. Since Mr. Gros was presen t 
but modestly r efrained from discussing his gift, it fell to Mr. Cole to carry on. 
" I 'd like to have them myself,'' he said of the proofs. "It was no inconsequen­
tial gift . W e all owe these people a lot (applause) ." 

" Th is " ·as original ly the Southgate collection, wasn't it Julian. " Mr. Cole 
;1skcd. Mr. Uros agrred it had been. " W ell, I 've never seen a ny other as corn ­
pl<' t<' and ;1s far as [ k11ow, no otlw1· was ever formed," the speaker cont inued . 
I i \His re,·ea.led that these proofs had been made in connection with the P ana n1 a­
P acifi c Exposi t ion in 1915 a nd given away - " in lieu of lulu,'' said 1\Ir. Cole, 
a m1-1n peculiarly conversant with New York State politics though living in 
Nyack, a town that has been geographically though vaguely identified as some­
wh ere cast of the Alleghani es. Presmnably, the recipients of the proofs were 
impodant people. 'l'he die proofs wern printed one by one, not from full 
plates which would have made them plate proofs. 

Some of the proofs ar e individual rarities, lVIr. Cole pointed out, but the 
greatest rarity of all was to see such a collection in its entirety. ''Seeing them 
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all at one time is a unique eJ\.1)erienee for me,'' Mr. Cole said. Some of the 
pl'oofs, howeYer, lacked the l'ich colol' and freshness of the stamps themselves, 
mo1·e than likely due to the fact the colors were not too faithfully l'eproduced 
in the reprinting. NeYertheless, they were then, and are now pretty valuable 
property to haxe been given away, given either by the government in 1915 to a 
favored few, or later generously donated b,v Mr. Gros to the Collectors Club. 

FollO\dng a rather brief discus ·ion from the floor, the meeting was adjourn­
ed sending the membel's out into the night at an hour sufficiently early to de­
light Mrs. Eldridge and Mrs. Pritchett who can Youch for Milton 's accuracy: 
"They also sene who only stand and "\rnit. " (Ira Seebacher) 

Meeting of February 3, 1965 

United States 1847 

On the eYcning of Febrnal'y 3, 1965, t l1e rncrnuc1·s anJ guests of the Club 
" ·c1·e treated to a magnificent display of the United States issue of 1847. Un­
fortunately, the o\\·ner of this collection and the scheduled speaker, Mr . Edward 

Fig . I. A used block of fou r of the 5-ce nt 1847. Use d b locks of the Unit e d States first postage 
stamp are much scarcer th an unused. 
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Fig. 2. A pa ir of the 5-cent 1847 on a cover with two " Paid " st ri kes a nd " Michiga n Central Ra il­
roa d" postma rk on t he left . 

A. Ri11g, at the last moment was unable to he prrsrnt. Mr. Ring was able, 
however, to leave his collection at the Club, and color slides were made up of 
much of his materia l, thanks to Messrs. Bernard D. Harmer and Adrien Bout­
rcllc. Mr. Ezra D. Cole was kind enou g'h to step in for 1\'rr. Ring and to speak 
about these slides, as they appeared upon the screen. 

'fhc first showings were of proofs and trial color proofs of the 18-±7 issue. 
J\ n orange trial color proof in block of six overprinted "Specimen " was dis­
played. Incluclrd also were full sheets of the proofs of both the 5 and 10-cent 
J 875 reproductions of th rse st.amps. 

T he 5-Cent Stamp 

The 5-cent stamp of 1847 was first displayed in multiples. It was pointed 
out that the Yertical pairs were much scarcer than the horizontal ones. This 
" ·as due to the general practice of cutting the sheets up into horizontal strips 
in the post offices at the t ime. An unused block of four with sheet margin was 
shown on a truly distinctiYc bluish paper. This 'ms followed by a fine unused 
block of six. 

In the used multiples, a true gem was displayed in a block of four with a 
perfect St. Louis, Missouri strike in red. The used block of four of this stamp 
is much scarcer than one in unused condition (Fig. 1) . A used block on a 
piece of a cover addressed to France was then shown. It was indicated that 
this co,·er undoubtedly had anoth er stamp affixed originally in addition to the 
four to make up the correct r ate. 

Comin g to the cancellations on the 5-cent stamp, a wide variety of strikes 
and colors, including a fine example of a rare green star, were exhibited. There 
was displayed a target cancellation, undoubtedly indicating use from Canada as 
this strike was not employed in the United States at that time. ext on view 
was a fine railroad cancel of the ·Wilmington and Raleigh Railroad. Numerous 
'' Paid '' cancels were shown. The various ' ' 5 '' markings were well r epresented, 
with the plain "5," the "5" in circle and the scarcer " V " in circle. A gen­
erous showing of contemporary design cancels concluded the cancellation exhibit. 
lVIr . Cole then pointed out that, in spite of the variety of cancellations seen, 
according to postal r egulations at that time it was the much maligned pen-
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Fig. 3. A horizonta l strip of fi ve of t he 10-cent 1847 with red g ridi ron cance ll at ions. 

cancel that was actually the correct method for cancelling a stamp. 
Some of the more spectacular items were to be seen in the covers of this 

5-ccnt stamp. One of the star pieces shown was a cover from New Orleans to 
Kobl cnz, Germany. The scarcity of this cover is indicated by the fact that 
there arc only about six such coYers known used to that country. Another gem 

.was a pair of the 5-ccnt stamps cancelled with two "Paid " strikes and with a 
fine strike of the Michigan Central Railroad also on the cover (Fig. 2). A 
further beautiful cover showed the stamp tied on by the famous Binghamton 
herringbone cancel. 

T h e 10-Cent Stamp 

Turning to the 10-cent issue of 1847, those in attendance were again treated 
to a further fine display. One of the truly remarkable items to be seen during 
the eYening was a horizontal strip of five of the 10-cent stamp with red gridiron 
cancellation (Fig. 3). This was a magnificent and exceedingly rare piece, unique 
at the present time. Another fine item was a vertical bisect of the 10-cent stamp 
t ied on a piece with a circular red town cancellation. Mention was made of the 
far greater degree of scarcity of these vertical bisects as compared to the more 
common diagonal ones. 

As with the 5-cent stamp, there was a generous and detailed showing of 
Yarious cancellations on the 10-cent stamp both on and off cover. To take just 
one example from the many, a beautiful cover was displayed franked with a pair 
of the 10-cent stamps with a ''Steam'' strike in blue on the side. This item had 
travelled up the Mississippi River from New Orleans to Louisville. 

A final slide was displayed with the 10-cent used in combination with the 
5-ccnt stamp, appropriately incorporating together in one item the two stamps 
on exhibition that evening. This cover, addressed to New York City, was can­
celled with a circular strike of the Naugatuck (Conn.) Railroad in red and 
red ''Paid.'' Another extraordinary item. 

After the showing of the slides, Mr. Cole concluded with a few clarifying 
remarks about the double transfers in the plate of the 5-cent stamp, with par­
ticular reference to the "D" type transfer and the problem of its source. He 
stated that it was his belief that this transfer originated in a re-entry when the 
plate had been cleaned in late 1849. 

As the meeting was brought to a close, those present expressed a disappoint­
ment that Mr. Ring was unable to attend, but all were delighted to have in­
spected and studied his collection, at least to provide a most enjoyable and 
informative evening. (William Hub ert Miller, Jr.) 
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Due to a great demand for back numbers of this magazine, many old issues are no longer 

ava il able. A li st of those on hand ap1}Cars on page 186 of th is number. 
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Meeting of February 17, 1965 

J udaica Historical Philatelic Society 

Jan Bart was introduced to the club by Vice President Philip Silver. After 
an opening humorous remark about this introduction, Mr. Bart proceeded to 
explain to the gathering the inner workings and the aims of the Judaica Histori­
cal Philatelic Society, explaining that the society was founded in 1963 by a 
handful of people, whose sole aim was to preserve all philatelic, numismatic and 
r elated material pertaining to J ews, Judaism and J ewish subjects. H e elab­
orated on the fact that the ultimate aim of t he society is to provide for sometime 
in the future, archiYes to preserve such material for posterity. The society also 
engages in dissem inating material on these subj ects to its members, condu cts 
stud ies and issues a bi-month]~- journnl where this information and new discov­
c1·ies are written up and explain ed. Within the shor t tim e of the society 's 
existence, it has now more than two hunclrccl rnem be1·s, with an adequate treasury 
to ta ke cm·e of any further needs and is thrivin g consid erably. 

'l'he first speaker who exhibited J ewish Nobe l Prize ·winners on stamps was 
Mr. Al Shankman, who showed stamps and CO \ ' Cl'S covering the foll owing J ewish 

obel Prize Winners - Ilya- J. Mechnikov, P aul Ehrlich, Fritz Haber, Albert 
Einstein , H enri Louis Bergson and Neil s H enrick David Bohr. fr. Shankman 
spoke of these men giving the reasons for their having won the Nobel Prize, gave 
dates of their birth and death and explained why the various countries honored 
th ese men with postage stamps. 

Then Paul P. Lindenberg was introduced. H e displayed three frames of 
material, which he called "the Road from Tel Alamana to Tel Aviv." This 
showed the various stages of communications dating back as far as the twelfth 
century before the Christian era and bringing it up to the present time to Tel 
Aviv, Israel, including the for erunn ers of th e Turkish, Italian and Russian 
Levant stamps, some of which are scarce items. 

A postal card mailed from the infamous Dac hau Concentration Camp. (Sam Simon Collection) . 
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Stating that in his own opinion, "Israel's Independence in 1948 came about 
because of man's inhumanity to man, when Adolph Hitler eliminated more than 
six million J ews from the face of the earth - and. the ,Jews of the W orld then 
saw t he need for a homeland. Howeyer, that did not come about '"i thout the 
pain and the sufferin g of the mill iorn;, who wel'e enslaved 1rnJ imprison ed in the 
death camps and work camps of Europe,'' lVl r. Ba t't next in troduced Mr. Sam 
Bim on, who in three frames showed only a portion of what many consider the 
greatest co11ection of Concentration Camp covrl's in the world. 

1\ Ir. Simon, impassionately then narrated almost the complete postal h istory 
of: these concentra tion camps and ghettos, moving his aud irnce Yisibly and 
arousing great interest as evidenced by the deathl.'· si lence of the interested 
capacity audience whi ch attended this meeting. l n this display Mr. Simon 
sho\\'ed CO \·ers, many of them scarce indeed, from a lmost rvel'.\. concentration 
camp in Europe and the ghettos of Warsaw and l 1idzmannstadt. He pointed 
out pa r ticularly the variations in the imprints on the con•rs, censors marks and 
return ed envelopes, and. even death certificates of' the Yictims in these camps 
and postage due claim cards for their bodies. This was perhaps the most mov­
in g part of the ent il'e evening because it made a most solemn impression on 
ever yone. 

Calling him "The Cinderella 1\fan of Philatrly," 1\[r. Bart introduced 
Albrr t P . Cohen, who had a most unusual shmYing ot' a .Jamaica World vVar I 
label, that in his own words hr <lescrihed as a "or is it a stamp~" This was 
issued during thr 191-+-18 war ~1ears priYatel.'·, and sanctioned by the Colonial 
Government of J amaica to raise funds for the British Red Cross Society, the 
creation of a ,Jamaica Aeroplane Fund and a Fund for the Relief of Suffering 
J rws in P oland. H r drscribed how 1\[r. Jjewis Ashrnheim, a solicitor practicing 
in J amaica, was the moving sp irit behind "The ,Jamaica Patriotic Stamp 
League" who sponsorrd this "label " with the full support by the postal auth­
ori ties and the goYernor of the island. 

Of the twenty thousand Pounds eventually collectrcl by these labels, i t was 
p roportionall y d ividrcl among the thrrc abovementioned causes. A franking 
privilege was extenckd Mr. Ashenheim, \\·here his signature O\'er the label was 
able to allow the mail to tra\'cl frre to and from the offices of the collecting 
agency. Various coyer-, overprints and errors were illustrated in the talk, as 
well as the authentic coyer from the Postmaster of Jamaica authenticating the 
display (see illustration on page 173). 

The next person to rxhibit one frame was the Vice President of the Judaica 
Historical Philatelic Society, Dr. Oscar Winkelstrin who gave a showing and talk 
on ant i-semitism on stamps and cancellations as well as labels. He explained that 
when Hitler was building up his power in Germany during the 1920's and 30 's, 
he was clever enough to utilize the dormant anti-semitic feelings present in 
many Germ ans at the time, and thus enlarge his power and finally secure the 
position as Chancellor of the Third Reich. 

Dr. vVinkelstein then showed many labels which this propaganda machine 
kept infiltrating all over Gcrman~r, and then in other countries which showed 
the J cw in the most unfavorable mann er possible. He elaborated on the '' Ewige 
Jude Austellung" - an exposition called " The Eternal Jew," which started 
in Muni ch in 1937, and then trcweled to Vienna, Berlin, Hamburg, Magdeburg 
and Chemnitz. School children were forced to attend this dastardly anti-semit ic 
show and write essays about it. At these exhibits anti-semitic propaganda in 
the form of cards, cartoons and labels were sold. 

Lastly, J an Bart took over to describe the exhibit prepared by member 
H arry J. Sobel who was introduced to the audience. It was revealed that Mr. 
Sobel had been an inmate of a Hungarian Work Camp and he showed a piece 
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.. _.,....,., .. _ ... t•l•• 
-Oftllls-...itkloli.wtat 

Gcnetal Post Office, 

... .. ?.:-t~~~ • 
Jamalc&. __ ~7~'~-F~ebn;...,..,»...,r....,;._· __ , 198 l . 

Dea r Sir ,-

I n r-.:) 'J to your .1.et t ~r of t ... e <. o th Ult:illlO, 

l. t.av t t o ir.f.,r.~ you t .. t tlie .Ked. c r oss .l.llbe l 'tJ to vm.iuh 

"' you r ef e r were ia;.ucd by t •. e J ,;aica •-triotic Stam/ 
If 

Le&gue i n Noveube r 1~15 ~nd were not avai l .. b l e for t h e 

vol untary aaaiati.lloe to .z.e .Bri tish Re<l " r oss Socie t y 1n 

t he g r eat Euro,jlean war (191~-18}. the or .. a.tioi. of " 

J'tw.1a.10.., Aero pl ane: Fund and a fund ' fo r tt~e r e lief of 

autfering .Jew~ i n ~'o.l.{;.r.a . 

The labels were sol d to tt.e 9ubl10 at ha f 

;enny e~ch for voluntary use on corres~~~dence nd ~ere 

neve r vai l o.ble for the .»r e )ayi.J.:r.t of ,.:io .,t ~e . 

I a.m, 

Dea r Sir, 

Your<1 tai t h:fully , 

a~ 
i?o'tJti:ia~,ai cc. . 

A letter from the Postmaster for Jamaica explainin g why these World War I Red Cross labels have 
a Judaica connection. {Albert Philip Cohen collection J. 

oI ::ur. :::lobel ·s corn!cntralion camp uniform \rith the number on it. 
:Jlr. 8obel made a i·at her umumal stndy of the triangular patches which 

" ·c1·e worn by the prisollers in the concentration and the forced labor camps. 
~·\ different color patch \ms assigned prisoners in the follo,Ying categories -
political (red patch ) , Jehorn·s Witnesses (violet ) , emigrants (blue) , antisocial 
(black ), conricted cri min als (greC'n ) and homosexuals (pink ) . If the prisoners 
also were J e\\·s, then anoth er yellow triangle was oYerlapped in an opposite 
position fmmin g the six-to1·11 crNl ,Jc\\·ish Star of Da\·i<l. lt was expla ined that 
these triangles were lakr used in yai· ious cancellations after the liberation in 
19+5 as comrn emonit i\·c markings and \\·ere also placed on stamps issued by 
Poland, Germany alld Aust1·ia in commemoration of the Yarious prison camps. 
Mr. Sobel 's exh ibit also contained beautifull:· illuminated pages, an art learne<l 
whil e in camp and which tnrnrcl out to pt'l'se 1·\·e his life at the t ime. It was 
<1uite ericlcnt that l\L r. 8obel possesses great artistic ability, showing that there 
is u ually some good even in the worst evils. (Jan Bart) 
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Auditor's Report 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB, INC. 

BALANCE SHEET 

DECEMBER 31, 1964 

ASSETS 
CURRENT FUNDS: 

Cash in Banks: 
Chemical Bank N ew York Trust Co. 
Bowery Savings Bank 
Seamen's Banks for Savings 

P e tty cash fund 
Due from advertisers, etc. 
Prepaid insu rance 
D eposi ts w i th post office 

TOTAL CURRENT FUNDS 

PLANT INVESTMENT: 
Real estate 
F u rnbture and equipment 
Library 

TOTAL PLANT INVESTMENT 

OTHER FUNDS: 
Hou se Re<placement Fund: 

Marketable Securities 
Cash - Seamen's Bank for Savings 

J. Brace Chittenden Memorial Fund: 
Marketable Secu rities 
Cash - Seamen's Bank of Savings 

Theo. E. Steinway Memorial Publications Fund: 
Cash - Manhattan Savings Bank 

Insurance F u nd: 
Cash - Bowery Savings Bank 

Life Membership F u nd: 
Cash - Bowe ry Savings Bank 

Capital F u nd - No. 1: 
Cash - Union Dime Savings Bank 

TOTAL OTHER FUNDS 

TOTAL ASSETS 

$ 581.56 
905.39 
83 7.73 

$23,121.26 
1,648.57 

8, 788.85 
222.00 

LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL 
CURRENT FUNDS : 

Membership Dues R eceived in Advance 
Federal Income Taxes vVithheld 
N. Y. State Tax Withheld from Employees 
Social Secur>ty Taxes Payable 
Reserve for Anticipated Stree t Assessment 
S urplus (Deficit) - Current Funds 

TOTAL CURRENT FUNDS 

P LANT INVESTMENT 

OTHER FUNDS: 
House Rep lacement Fund 
J. Brace Chittenden Memorial Fund 
Theo. E. Steinway Memorial Publications Fund 
Insurance F u nd 
Life Membership Fund 
Capital Fund - No. 1 

TOTAL OTHER FUND S 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL 

2,324.68 

50.00 
298.18 
486.12 

60.00 

$ 3,218.98 

$ 69, 780.87 
17,50'2.67 
30,293.35 

117,576.89 

$ 24, 769.83 

9,010.85 

3, 718.96 

1,000.00 

350.00 

7,083.87 

45,933 .51 

$166, 729.38 

$ 40:S.51 
164. 70 

18.60 
134.52 

2,500.00 
( 7.35) 

$ 3,218.98 

117,576.89 

$ 24, 769. 83 
9,010.85 
3,718 .96 
1,000.00 

350.00 
7,0:S3.87 

45,933 .51 

$166, 729.38 
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THE COLLECTORS CLUB, INC. 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND SURPLUS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1964 

INCOME: 
Membership Dues 
Interest on Savings Bank Accounts 
Contribu tions 

OPERATING EXPENSES: 
Office 
Club Activities 
House 
Library 

682.50 

Contribution to Chittenden Fund for Stock Purchase 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELI ST : ( Publication) 
Cost of Publishing 
Less: 

Advertisting 
Subscriptions 
Sales 

$ 3,822.22 
165.50 
302.50 

EXCESS OF EXPENDITURES OVER INCOME 
Surplus-January 1, 1964 

Surplus-December 31, 1964 

To The Board of Governors 
The Collectors Cl ub, Inc. 
New York, New York 

R. T . LINGLEY & CO. 
Certified Public Accounta nts 

55 Liberty Street 
New York, N . Y. 10005 

$ 17,419.04 
258.24 

$ 18,359.78 

3,866.29 
.2,003.81 
4,337.55 
2,896 .39 

368.68 

$ 9,505 .97 

4,290.22 

$( 

13,472.72 

$ 4,887.06 

5,215.75 

328.69) 
321.34 

7.35) 

vVe have examined th e balance sh eet of The Coll ectors C lub, Inc. as of December 31, 1964 
and the related statement of operations and s urplus for the year then e nded. Our examination 
was made in accordance with generall y accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included 
such tests of the accounting r ecords and s uch other auditing procedures as we considered 
necessary in the circumstances. 

In our opinion, the accompanying statements present fairly the asse ts and liabilities of 
Th e Collectors Club, Inc. at December 31, 1964, arising from cash transactions and t h e revenues 
co ll ected and expenditu res made by it and changes in fund balances d uring the y ear then 
end ed on a basis consisten1t with that of the preceding yeaL 

New York, N. Y . 
February 18, 1965 

Very tru ly yours, 
R. T. LlNGL,EY & CO. 
May 19th 

June 2nd 

1965 COMING MEETINGS 

- Local stamps of the World- D e n wood N. K ell y, Jr. 

- ANNUAL COMPETITION 

Swnmer Recess 
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Bool~ Reviews 
Carryi11g British Mails 01 1erseas. By Howard Robinson . Publ ished hy New 
York University Press. 327 pages (5¥2" x 81/2 "). 15 illustrat ions and 7 maps. 
Pri ce $7 .50. 

Ilownrd Robin:on, in one book, has ntternpted to tell the whole story of the 
British overseas mails . Comm encing " ·ith th e can.rin g of royal dispatches by 
couri ers in small boats across the English Chann el during the reign of H enry 
VIII , he progresses through sail and steam to the development of worldwide 
sc n ·ices, touches on subm a rine cables and wireless, a nd fin all y ends with modern 
air mail. 

Considering that he spans more than 400 years and covers routes to all parts 
of tlw world, " ·hi ch changrd " ·ith war and peace a nd mo lrs of transpor tation, 
IH' c111 lm rkrd upon a rn ost :1111 hitious undertaking. H c accompl ished his objcc­
t i \· e t reditably, \\Ti t ing a hook that is often not r11s.v rrading, because of the 
11 a 111 cs, dutes , figurrs a rnl placrs that a rc crowdt'd in , hut that nc\·erthclcss, 
contains Jllll Ch th at is i11krest holdin g and llo1rnl'ight f'11sci11 at i11 g. 

Man.\· books have lwen writt!' ll that enli ghten t hr l'<'ader on a lirnitrd fi eld, 
st1<'h ;1s trn11satl1111ti c nrnil ot· th e i·ontes to Lmlia. Profpssor Robinson has put 
them all togl'the1· 1111ll e1111blcd one to get a h!'Oad p r 1·s1weti\·e and a basi c undcr­
sta nd in g of e\·c t'.)' th in g t hat is im porta11 t to a work i11g knO\rl e<lgc of t he birth 
a nd de\·clopment of Brita in 's global postal sen ice. 

Th e early packets, small and built for speed, fo ught not on]~· the perils of 
th e sra but also the attacks of foreign war ships nnd privateers. One Appendix 
lists those taken during the American Revolution with their captors. Others 
g·ivc the same information for the French War of 1793-1802, the Napoleonic 
\V nr and the War of 1812. \Vi th the ach cnt of steam, the fighting was no less 
bi tter - but then the battles \\·ere between civilian sten mship lines for mail 
contracts and subsidies. 

Falmouth and its sailing YC8sels get considcmblc attrntion, beginning with 
its sr lection as packet port in ]689. 'l'he large r, fastrr stra mships caused it to 
lose out later to Southampton 11nd ] , irel'pool , wh el'e t he hal'bors were more usr­
ful a nd better adapted to rap id inland co111munical io11s. By 1850, the F almouth 
era had ended. 

Th ere is a \\'t'alth or llliill'l'i;il Oil lht' tnrnsatla nlie S('l'\'iCPS in lite packrt 
d<1.1·s - to the \\'est .Indies, to th e .\ol'tlt .:\ meri can Colonies ;1ml to Soulh 
.,\ meri ca. The introdnl'. t ion o[ sll'a m, thl' Cunard contract a nd the ri \·alry 
a11wng the lin es for the Anwri ca n mail s arc well to ld. 

'l'he all-sea route to India a1·o u1H.l Cape of Gooll H ope had been a monopoly 
of the E ast India Company for 200 years. In 1813, after the Napoleonic \Vars, 
it \\·as opened to private trn,ders. .As Oriental trade in creased, better communi­
cation became essential. Th e author giws a splendid account of the deYelop­
mcnt of routes through Eg~·pt, i11rnh·ing steamrrs from Bombay to Suez, across 
80 mil es of desrrt , clown the Nile to Alexandria, and thence on to Britain. 
Postal seniccs on both coasts of Africa and service to Cape Colony get proper 
attention . 

A chapter is dc\·oic><l lo Austrnl ian ma il s befor e the open in g of the Suez 
Canal in 1869 , wh ere ser ious problems existed because of the great d istances 
and limi ted numbc1· of colonists. These problems were compounded in the case 
of New Zealand. Jn ] 840, fi\·c vessels from Britain carryin g colonists to Port 
Nicholson took from 102 to 173 days for the voyage! At first New Zealand 
mail was trans-shipped from Australia. Then Pacific routes were developed -
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first to th e Isthmus of Pam1ma and later to San Francisco and across the United 
States bv l'ail. 

Th~ book in cludes some l'ntr am! sh ip letter infol'mntion , an aecount of Blilrn 
Bnl'ritt, Ocean Penny Post11g·c and th e fol'mation of the LTniwrsa l Postal Union . 
It hits all th e high spots, nlthongh rnnch is omitted , as of nrcrssit.v it rnnst he in 
a sing le rnlumr. 

'l'h e1·c a re innurn era blc footnotes a ncl a helpful bibliograph:v. The pa.th is 
wrll ma l'ked for thr l'eader who ,,·ishrs to pnrsnc the subject nnd dcYrlop :fnrthr1· 
in fol'llrn ti on. 

The index is sornr" ·lrnt lack ing. One can oni.'' locntc facts about the Uni­
corn and th e British Q71 ee 11 by looking 1111dr1· "Cunard J,in r " and ··British & 
Am erican ~Hearn Packet Co., ·· rcspectiYCl.'' , .''Ct the B1·ita1111ia 11nd the Siri11s 
arr ind exed ]J,· name ! 

A II in a 11" · CatT.'' ing British l\la ils o,·crscas " is a good source of knowledge 
nnd a hook that should he in the libl':ll '.'' of e\.<' l',V posta l historian and ship 
kttrr enthusiast. ( lVallare W. Knox ) 

I'rim ele Marci Postcile Romine§ti, 1858-1865, by Val. Tebeica. 210 pp. and 26 
Photo-Plates, on high gloss art paper , hanl blue linen cover, illustrated, pul1-
l ishctl h.'· Bditnra 1\[ericlia nc, Bnr;irrst, Rom;rnia. ( 1962 ). I ssuc: 3000 copies 
pins 190. Prirc 40 T1ri. 

The autho r is a \\Tit rr, known for nrticlcs on r xplorntion an<l trn ,·rl , Val. 
'l'r beica. Th e book m:is publ ished b.'' Editnra ll! eridiaH e, Bucarcst in January, 
1962. Th e Homanian Yet·sion was issued in 3190 copies, the French (Les Prc­
mirl'S 'l'imbl'cs-P oste Roumains 1858-1865 ) and the German (Die Ersten Rumiin­
ischcn Postmarkrn 18!>8-1865 ) in 615 copies each. W r ha,·c no record of the 
Hung;nian t itle or nurnhrr of copies, but we know that such nn edit ion was 
made and sold. 

'l'hc book's contents coyer th e first fh·e issues of Rom ania, which means the 
first t\rn issues of l\folclaYia, th e two issues of th e G'nited Principalities CWall a­
rhia and l\'lolcla,·ia ) and th e Prince Cuza issue. 

But from th e beginnin g th e author endeaYors to giYc a good historic back­
grnund. Against this, we should then Yisualize the dm·clopmcnts from July, 
1 f>8- when the first stamps were issued in 1\foldaYia - until June, 1866 when 
aftci· Prince Cuza ·s fol'ced abd ication (February, 1866 ) the ·tamps bearing his 
rffig.'· wcr c withdrawn. 

This first chapter gi,·c: us important det:iils :is to the slow and uneven 
dc,·elopm ent of postal services, t heir connection with mail-coaches and other 
means of transport, th e nationalization of the post, its union with the telegraph 
senicc and, finall.'·, some deta il s ns to the role and scope of the foreign postal 
facili ti es in the two Homanian principalities. 

After these 40 in troductory pages come the first postag·e stamps, the famous 
Bull-Heads of MoldaYia. In this second chapter, we encounter the official docu­
ments, the authentic detai ls as to printing, distribution to post offices, postal 
tariffs, postal routes, cancellation ·, and th e Yer:v important description of each 
of th e four ( 27-54-81 and 108 Para le) stamps. The au th or brings here two 
original contribut ions. H e give· a list of all copi es still in official collections 
in Romania and the first l'ecord as to the existence of stamps cancelled in Husch . 
(Rom anian Academy - one cop:v; Romanian State Archives - the second copy ) . 
On pages 74-75 of the original Homanian Yersion, the author compiles a list of 
all cancell ations known to him, and their colors. This should put an end to the 
f nrnclulent copies, which one encounters occasionally on the market and some-
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times shown in great Internation al Exhibitions, and which carry black cancel­
lations. The black ink was n ever used on the first issue of Moldavia. 

This second chapter is not as complete as one could have expected. Recent 
studies, published abroad, on the Moldavian stamps, had identified many more 
copies than those mentioned in Val. Tebeica 's book. 

Also, had he taken the trouble to underline the existence of one or two 
varieties, as for instance the 54 Par. with the extra vertical line after the second 
"O" in " PORTO,'' one would have welcomed details as to the early and late 
dates recorded for each value and each post office, and a full set of reproductions 
of the actual markings used on the Bull-Head stamps. Perhaps a later edition 
will correct this shortcoming. 

But before going further, let us underline another genuine contribution 
made by the author. H e deals with the famous ''cut-square stamps'' with the 
BaJceu cancellation. The evidence, which he brings and the arguments he uses, 
makes it very convincing that no "square-cut" stamps were ever sold and used 
in Bakcu (in Romanian Bacau), which disposes of another set of counterfeits 
circulating on the international stamp markets, some of them with Certificates 
of very well-known experts, who should have known better. 

'l'hc third chapter deals with the second issu e of Moldavia, the G, 40 and 80 
Parale stamps issued on November 1, 1858 and used till May 1, 1862. The 
history of the numerous printings, the variety of papers used, the distribution 
of the different printings to post offices, the characteristics of each denomination, 
the cancellations used and the postal tariffs of those years, all arc well presented 
and discussed. 

The controversy over the 5 Par ale with frarne intact and broken f rarne is 
mentioned and dealt with (we hope forever). There were no 5 Paralc stamps 
with broken frame ever put into use. There can be no such stamp with a gen­
uine cancellation. 

In this third chapter, a little more light on the main types of the 40 and 80 
Parale stamps would have been welcome. W c regret there is no mention that 
only a dozen or so copies of the 80 Paralc with the framelinc intact arc known. 
Why not make it clear that the second type is that with a break in the vertical 
framcline over the second " R " in "SCRISOREI " ~ Why not explain that 
type three - with the left vertical line affected - is not known before the scconcl 
half of 1860 ~ ~ 

This chapter suffers from lack of information as to the postal routes and 
actual post offices. The omissisions might be imposed from aboYe, given the fact 
that the three Southern countirs of Bcssarabia restored to Romania after the 
Paris Conference on the 0l'imran war, and then re-occupied by the Russians in 
1878, are now once more und er Russian Government. It is as well to remember 
that the town markings of Bolgrad, 11.ahul (Ccthill) and Ismail remind us of 
those counties - all of less incidence than most of the other :Moldavian cancella­
tions. Here again, one could have highlighted the Yery rare tete-bechc used 
pairs of 40 and 80 Paralc, and insisted a littl e more on the use of Franco (in 
Cyrilic lettering) postmarks of the pre-philatelic era. Such postmarks arc not 
only scarce, but also significant from a postal history point of view, as they were 
distributed to post offices which hatl not hccn issued with a proper obliterating 
mark. 

And thus we come to the fourth chapter, that of the "United P1·incipal ­
iti es." 'fhc two separntr Romanian provinces were united under th e same rul er 
(18G9) and step by step had :fused their institutions. In lVlay, 1862, it was the 
turn of the postal services. This chapter brings us the intermediary stages 
rather cleal'ly, and allow:;; thr ·western collector, not familiar with Romani a's 
histor.v, to umler:;;tn.11<1 thr puzzling marks he had cncountei·ed on lcttc 1·s ci1·cu-
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lating between the two Principalities. But Val. Tebeica sets forth also the 
factual evidence required to sort out the two distinct issues - 1862-63 and the 
l 64 - of the United Principalities. He has taken the trouble to give all known 
quantities as to printings and distribution. H e explains also the difference be­
tween the handprinted issue of 1862-63 and the machine-printed one of 1·"64. 
This, of course, is important as the 3 and 30 Parale stamps of the 1864 issue 
( 40 to the sheet, instead of 32 of the preYious is uc) were the only one'> to be 
put into use - the low denomination in June and the high one in September 
1864. Both were withdrawn on December 31, 1864. This gives a clear indi­
cation as to their scarcity in genuinely used condition. Nevertheless, one shoulll 
point out here that even so the 3 Parale stamp on laid paper in used condition, 
remains a much scarcer stamp than the 1864 stamp of the same denomination 
on wove paper. 

Th e chapter on the Prince Couza issue has the merit to bring in a condensed 
form a lot of very useful information. Herc coll ectors of Romania will find the 
details as to the two different 20 Parale plates. The first, with 192 stamps to 
the sheet (as those of the 2 and 5 Paralc) was supcl'scdcd by a 200 transfer 
stone, with an aclditional row of eight at the top righthancl corner of the sheet. 
Th e stamps of the first stone can be recognised by the wider hm·izontal gutters. 
This nncl other details could have been given at greater length. Also missing 
arc the retouches and the distinguishing characteristi cs of the low value stones 
used fol' the 2 and 5 on laid paper. cverthelcss, Romanian stamp collectors 
will find much to learn from the documentation as to the main "fabricated" 
items, which have puzzled certain people soon after the vVar. It is proYed be­
yond any doubt that no mixed £rankings eYer existed. 

The 25 photo-plates, which end the volume, illustrate some of the first issue 
Moldavia stamps known to the author. "\Vhilc far from complete, this repertory 
is extremely useful. 

In conclusion we can state that, in spite of the afo1·erncntioncc1 shortcomings, 
Mr. Val. Tcbcica 's book is a very scl'ious effort and study of the fil'st fiye issues 
of Romania. (Dr. L . N. Cristea, London, England) 

Billig 's Philatelic Handbook, Volume 30 (1964). 201 pages, illustrated. Pub­
lishcd h.v l•'ritz Billig, Jamaica, N. Y., 11432. Price $7.50. 

·with this Yolurnc l\rr. Billig brings to a close his series of " Philatelic Hand­
books" " ·hich wcl'c sta l'tcd in 19.J.2. It is fitting at this time to take a su l'vey 
of the cnti1·c se 1·ies of these books. Mr. Billig is to be congratulated for his 
effol'ts as a phi latelic anthologist. H e has preserved in a mol'c or less con­
Yenicnt form much philatelic writing that most likely would be lost in the bound 
Yolumcs of periodicals, only a few having indices. 

On the other hand, the information in most cases is dated and the reader is 
not macle aware of this. Philatelic knowledge, like any other form of know­
ledge, is always growing and changing, as new facts arc recorded and new 
theol'ics (IC\·clopcd. The reader is entitled to know, " ·hen he picks up a hook 
published in 1965, that the dnta recorded in that book was first published 
twenty ~·ca rs or more Nll'licr. One shoul<l be app1·iscd that the original articl e 
is he1·c l'Cpeated without any co m111 ent, editol'ial or otherwise, indi cating that thr 
infol'niation has been COl'l'Cctcd and also amended to bring it up-to-date. An 
anthology in any other fie ld would clearly show the date of vali<lity of the in­
formation, or would he etlitori;illy corrected with proper i·efc1·cnces footnoted. 

Despite these (lrnwbacks ;ind with proper index ing, thr Billig series of hand -
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books can prm·ide an excellent cross-section of philatelic studies! ThiR d0serv0R 
attention. 

The current Volunw 30 conta ins five articles reprinted with onr rwept.ion 
without comment. Th e fiye are: 1) " The Zemstvo Gazetteer" by Fred W. 
Speers. This is a gazetteer of the stamp iRsuing ZernRtvos of the Russian 
Empire with a cross index according to Ze1rn;tvo and Province; 2) " Turkey, 
1863," Plating b~r Hugo Gricbe1t. 3) "Turkish Cancellations " hy Adolf Passer 
rc-arrflnged h.r Panl P. Linden herg. 4) " Turkey, Distinguishing Marks of the 
Originals," b~' Herman Schloss. Th e latter is combined with a reprint from 
" A I bum \Veecls." This is an interesting c1·oss-section, of which the most valu­
able part is the section on the cancell ations. 5) "Phantom Stamps" compiled 
by L. N. and lVL Williams. \Vhile this may be useful to a newcomer, it firnt 
appeared around 1942 and is now quite out-of-date. 

The book is well produced with clear type and stout binding. It will pron~ 
interesting, as were the other 29 volum es, to those whose specialties are con­
tained in it. However, it must be repeated that the reader should be aware of 
the fa.ct that the Billig handbooks have reprinted old articles with no attempt 
ma.de to a<l<l any new knowledge nor to conect mistakes in line with new infor­
mation that has become ava ilabl e since the time of original publication. In other 
words, the articles all contain Yaluable philatelic data bnt unf01·tunately, all 
lack updating. (H. D.S. H .) 

Cafologue de 1'inibres-Poste Sports et Scoutisme. 6th Edition (1965). Clement 
Brun, Editor. 156 pp. ( 514" x 7" ) , illustrated, paper cover. Brun & Son, Paris, 
France, publisher. Price 6 Frs. U. S. distributor, Elholm 's For Stamps, 825 
Hayes Avenue, Racine, Wis. 53405. 

The appearance of this, the sixth edition of the Brun Catalogue on sports 
and scout stamps, ought to be proof positive that enough copies of previous 
editions had been sold as to warrant the appearance of this, the sixth annual 
edition. 

The thought occurs to this reviewer that any such catalogue for collectors. 
as this annual publication must be, those guided are in the somewhat tender 
position of being informed no bette1· than the value and authority of the guide. 
It is with profound resignation and dismay that we have to report that, far from 
having improved in six ed itions, this catalogue is still a monumental mess of 
misinformation, no information and part information. 

This catalogue is very much an imitation of the Y vert & Tellier catalogue, 
even to the use of Y & T catalogue numbers. Like the well-known French gen­
eral catalogue, it includes no information in many cases as to the design of the 
stamps, no first dates of issue, no information concerning printing methods, the 
names of designers and engravers, the extent of validity of the sets and stamps 
listed, the quantity issued or the dates of the events commemorated, all basic and 
necessary information, this observer believes, in the formation of a topical col­
lection. So as a handbook, this catalogc1e is a wide miss. As a pricelist, it is a 
condensation and repetition of what may be found in Yvert & Tellier. 

But as a checklist of the available stamps to be found on the subject covered, 
it is widest of the mark and no amount of suggestions for added inclusions 
seem to stir the editors one whit. Some of these exclusions are purely arbi­
trary, such as all of Germany's "Braune Band" issues. P resumably horse rac­
ing is not a sport, because Mr. Brun excludes these issues, while including the 
1964 Equestrian set of Rom ania where, suddenly, it is permissible for inclusion. 

Th e Tourist set of J_jebanon issued in 1936 with its skiers on the downhill 
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slopes of th e hills on " ·hi ch the famed Cedars of Lebanon :flourish arc included, 
but missing are stamps portraying a similar scene issued as air mail stamps in 
l 945. Also missing arc other n1lid stamps such as the Blueno ·c sho\\'n racing 
its American Challenger on the 1929 issue of Canada, the Costa Rican Roosc­
Yclt set issu ed, as the decrC'c indicates, to raise mon C'y for a Costa Rican sports 
team's Yisit to the Bananquilla OarnC's; Tripoli 's Circuit of the Oases set; the 
Uordon Bennett and Cha ll cngc Cup issue's of Poland, and literally dozens and 
dozens more. Nor arc an.'· C'xampks in clud ed of sports stamps o,·crprinted, such 
as the gold O\·erprints on the 1896 Ol~·mpie set of GreC'cc. Ob,·iously, in such a 
haphazard an<l arbitrar~- list. one can fiml no sign of th<' hunch-eels of varieties 
of normal issu es that onC' might rC'asom1bJ.,- exiwct in a work supposedly covering 
a rathc1· limite<l col lret ing <11 't'a, and " ·hieh al l SJ)('Cialized catalogues offer. 

r\ s said pl'C'Yiousl~-, this pnhlieation is 110\\· in its sixth yC'al'. It is prcsum­
i1hl,,- a guidebook for man.L \Ye find it is 110 rnol'e than the mC'rest gloss. It 
is not ii Jrnndbook, not 11 ('IH'eklist ;111d onl.Y <I \'\' !',\- Ol'di tlill '.\" SOl't ol' pricelist at 
lwst . Yd it is wwd as 11 guidepost I>.'· l'\·idl•ntly 11111 11 ,,-, \\'Ito tl11·oug lt ignol'a11 cc, 
!'eel that ii is ddiniti\·e. 

Cataluyne de Ti1111ire- l'uste La fi'lorc ( /f1 /011· prs ). 6th Editiun ( 1965). Cle111ent 
Bl'un , edito1·. Bnm & 8on , Paris, l<'rn neC', puhlishl'1'. 119 pp. (51,4" x 7" ), 
illustrnted, paprl' eon'!'. P1·iec 6 Vrs. l . S. distl'ibntor, Elholm 's J<'or Stamps, 
825 H11,,·<'s A \'l'lllll', Racine, \Vis., 53-:1-05. 

Agi1 i11 , nianr of the 1·e 111 arks ahO\·e pertain to this edition as well . 'l'here is 
a Yast amount of inforniation that should be contain ed an<l is not. Nor is there 
an~- attC'mpt to dig out information for the reader. For example, the 1947 ·ct 
of stamps of Colombia depicting orchids is described as "Orchides diverses" 
surely a sloughing off of th e editor 's obligation to identify each orchid. This i 
what the topical col lector of flower stamps wants. \Vhere the information was 
readily aYa il able, it \\·as in cluded. \Vhere it \\·as too much trouble, it was 
om itted. Rin cc this is not a field of particular interest to this l'C' ,·icwcr, we have 
no "·a~· ol' 11ss11 .Yi11g ho\\' c·omplC'tr thC' listing is. \Ye rntlwr suspeet in th is ar ea 
it is similarJ,,- ns i11<'olllrl 0te ns the otH' on sports. 

Cata./oy1u· de 'l'i111hre- l'osll' La. l1'u1t111~ . 6th Rrlitirm ( 1965). Clern cnt Brun, 
editor. B rnn & Son, P 11l'is l<'r11 n1·e, publisher. 158 pp. (51,4" x 7" ), illustl'ated, 
papel' 1·on•1·. Pl'iee 6 Yr. 

::'Ill'. Brun has again isslll'tl three specialized catalogues on topical subjects 
- 8ports arnl Scouts, l•'lo\\·ers and the third one on Fauna . AU three run 
similar in appeara nce, in price, an<l what 'ms said about the contents of the other 
t \\·o, apply also to "La Faunc. " (Jra, Seebacher) 

The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following: 

i:)tanley Gibbous 'Eliza.bel7wn' Postage Stamp Ccttalogue, First Edition, 1965. 
Stanley Gibbons Ltd ., J_,ondon, Enofand. 321 pages. Illustrated. Cloth­
bound. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Priced Catalogue of Posfol Stationery of the World, Section 1, Aden to Azores, 
c<lite<l by Alexamlc1· D. Gage. Publ ished by H igg'ins & Gage, Inc., Pasa­
dena, California. 57 pages. Illustrated. 

Scott's Gitidebook to Stamp Coll ecting by L. K. and J\I. Williams. Published by 
Cornm·stonc Librar~-, Ne"· York. 1965. 159 pages. Illustrated. P aper­
boun<l. Courtes~- of Scott Publications, Inc. 

Siege r Ersttagbrief I fotalog, 6. Auftage, 1964. Sieger Verlag, Lorch (Wurtt.) , 
UC'1·many. 264 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. Courtesy 
of the publi her. 
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Sieger W eltraurnfahrt pezial-Ifotalog, 3. Aufiagc, 1965. Sieger Verlag, Lorch 
(vVurtt.), Germany. 207 pages. Illustrated. German text. Paperbound. 
Courtesy of the publisher. 

Postryttaren, Postrnusei Arsbok 1964. Edited and published by the Post­
museum, Stockholm, Sweden. 147 pages. Illustrated. Swedish text. 
P aperbound. Gift of Mr. W . Kenneth Minu c. 

Billig's Philatelic Handbook, Volume 30. Edited and publishc<l by Fritz Billig, 
J arnai ca, N. Y. 1964. 201 pages. Illustratc<l. Clothbound. Gift of Mr. 
Billig. 

Die Hriefmarken 1•011 Serbien by Ing. VJ adimir l" lcck. H eft 23 der Schriftcn­
rcihc Ncucs IIandbuch dcr Brie-fmarkcnkun le, Frankfurt am Main. 1965. 
31 pages. Illustrated. German text. P apcrbound. Courtesy of the pub­
lisher . 

Stmnps. Bound Volumes 125-128. Gift of Mr. H. L. Lindquist. 
Austricin Post Offices Abroad, P art V, by S. D. Tchilinghirian and W. . E. 

Stephen. Published by the Austrian Stamp Club of Great Britain. 1965. 
80 pages. Illustrated. P aperbound. Gift of the authors. 

Antecedents of the American Bank Note Company of 1858 by Foster Wild Rice. 
Reprint from The Essay-Proof Journal. 27 pages. Illustrated. P aper­
bound. Gift of the author. 

The Spanish Civil War 1936-1939 by R. G. Shelley. The Spanish Civil War 
Study Group H andbook o. 3. 30 pages. Illustrated. P aper cover . 
Courtesy of 1\Ir. Theo. Van Dam. 

Jamaica, A R eview of the Nation's Postal History and Postage by Alfred 
Johnson. Publication of the American Philatelic Society. 1964. 62 pages. 
Illustrated. Paperbound. Gift of the author. 

Vatican Notes, Vol. IV, No. -Vol. XI, o. 4. Courtesy of Rev. H erbert A . 
Phinney. 

The Lin coln Log, Vol. 1, No. 1-Vol. 3, No. 1. Courtesy of Mr. Harry L. Ander­
son. 

Stanley Gibbons Catalogue Centenary E xhibition. Gift of Mr. H . M. Goodkind. 
Brun Catalogue cle Timbres-Foste Sports et Scoutisme 1965. Editions Brun ct 

Fils, P aris, France. 156 pages. Illustrated. French text. P apcrbound. 
Courtesy of the publisher. 

Brun Catalogiw cle 1'imbres-Poste La Flore 1965. Editions Bnm ct Fils, P aris, 
France. 119 pages. Illustrated. French text. P apcrbound . Courtesy 
of the publisher. 

JJr·uu Ccitaloguc de 'J'imbrcs- l 'oste Ln fi'au11 e 1965. Edit ions Brun et Fils, Pnris, 
France. 158 pages. lllustratcd. :B-,rcnch text. P apcrbound . Courtesy 
of the publisher. 

:t opical I ssues of 1964 with 1965 Cafolog Numbers. Compiled by Bob Allison. 
Amer ican Topical Association, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 20 pages. Paper­
bound. Courtesy or: the publisher. 

Chiu's Siipplement, Vol. 9, No. 8-Vol. 11, No. 6. Gift of 1\Ir. A. Appleton Lane. 

(iifts were received also from : 

Messrs. Robert G. Stone, II . M. Goodkin <l, Samuel J . Hollander, Philip Sil­
Ycr, Sol Whi tman, W. Kenneth Minusc, Richard S. -Wilson, Solomon Alt­
mann and Dr. Santiago Hernandez Ron. 

Purchased by the Library: 

Ocean Mails by Philip Cockrill. Reprinted by J an ct Van Den Berg, Worthing­
ton, Ohio. 1965. 34 pages. Illustrated. Paperbound. 
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URGENTLY REQUI R ED 
We are urgently requ iring for stock Collections or accumulations of the 

undermentioned Countries and can pay higher than auction prices for suitable 
offers. 
AUSTRIA 1850, 1854, 1858/ 64. 
FINLAND 1856 and 1866 issues, especially covers. 
FRANCE 1849, 1853/ 61, especially Tete-Beebe items & covers. 
FRENCH COLONIES rare covers only. 
GERMAN STATES used only, especially on cover. 
GREECE 1861 Pairs, 1861 Athens, 1862/ 67. 
HUNGARY 1871 Lithographs. 
ICELAND 1873--1892. 
ITALIAN ST A TES especially covers. 
LUXEMBURG S. G. 1 & 2. 
NETHERLANDS 1852 : Sc, lOc, lSc mint singles dated & plated copies 

on or off cover, blocks, etc. 
NORWAY S. G. 1. in singles, pairs, strips, covers, etc. 
PERSIA Lion types only. 
POLAND S. G. 1., especially on cover. 
RUSSIA S. G. 1., especially on cover. 
SPAIN 1850, 1851, 1852, especially specialized studies of S. G. 1. 
SWEDEN 1855 and 1858 issues. 
SWITZERLAND 1843 Cantonals and 1850 Rayon issues. 
TURKEY 1863, both January and December issues. 

P lease write to u s advising wh at you h ave for sale. 
We h ave unlimited resources for fine stamps. 

W. E. LEA (P HILATELISTS) LTD. 
Fine Classics of the World 

1 The Adelphi, J ohn Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C. 2, England 
( B. P.A., P . T . S., A . P . S., C . C. of N. Y ., A . I. E. P ., B. N . A . P . S.) 
SELLING YOUR COLLECTION 

IS THE MOST IMPORT ANT DECISION 

OF YOUR PHILATELIC LIFE 

For counseling or for cash, 

now or fo r your estate, 

we can help you. 

JOHN A . FOX 
110 W est 42 Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 
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PHILATELIQUE 1965 
WORLD'S FIRST INTERNATIONAL AUCTION 

RECORDS OF POST AGE ST AMPS 
Philateliqiw 1965 is a record of prices renJized of classic postage stamps and 
stamps on covers of the period 1840-1870 sold at international a uctions in 
1963/ 64. Listing 4,000 lots of 115 important internntional auction sales with 
more than 1,000 illustrations of outstanding rarities, 100 on 24 color plates, 400 
pages on iustre paper. R ecording a good part of the famous Maurice Burrus 
collection, t he fin e PTince Doria collection of Old Italian States, the Nicholas 
Argenti specialized collection of New Brm1swick, the A. J. Stevens collection 
and others. On the other hand, thern arc a lot of rather common s tamps which 
by t heir qualities aml varieties have hcome r a:re and precious. 
Philateliq1ie is an iildispensable reference book, presenting each item with 
precise description a · to character, condition, number in catalogue, a uctioneer, 
uate of sa le, number of known copies, prior ownership etc. It is a necessary 
s upplement to nny other catalogue, 11 ecessa.ry for t he eva.luation of classic 
postage sta111vs, :m i 1wonipare11Jle source of learni ng as we ll as a. un ique posses­
s ion for any philatcli st-
'J.'he catalog ue descrivtio 11 s ~i re in t he language of t he intlividual auctioneers. 
'l'herefore, the book providos a glossary in Eng li ·Ii , Uenuau, Freuch ancl Italian. 
Philatez.iq·tte will be an annual publication. 

A SUPERB PHILATELIC PUBLICATION FOR THE SERIOUS 
COLLECTOR AND DEALER 

Pr ice $9.60 paper back $12.80 full Buckra m 
plus 4% sales ta.,x for N. Y. C. r esidents 

Philatelique 
144-21 Charter Rd., 5-A Jamaica , N. Y. 11435 

A Grapheion Publication printed in Italy 
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! a competitive market I 
- for stamp collections I and other philatelic properties I
E Over 30 years experience liil 

I ~:=:~::~:·~~:~me IRWIN HEIMAN I
I INC. I 
E Serving American Phllately Si nce 1926 liil 

I 2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YO RK 36, N. Y. I 
iti111111111111ci111111111111n111111111111ci111111111111ci1111111111 11 ci 11 111111 11 11ci 111 111 1:1::1:1 111 ::1111 11 11 1~1 11 1111:~:;1 :1111~c~111 1~1~::~11111 11mrn 1111 1111 11cl 
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Are You Interested In 

19th CENTURY ISSUES OF 

U.S. A., BRITISH COMMONWEALTH and EUROPE?? 

If you are, I am sure I can be of assistance by sending - ON 
AP PROVA L - some suitable stamps or covers. 

There is something available in most countries. But current stocks 
are largest in U.S. A., CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND, AUSTRIA, 
DENMARK, GREECE, NETHERLANDS and other EUROPEAN COUN­
TRIES as well as BRITISH WEST INDIES and GREAT BRITAIN. 

Why not let me know of your interests, and allow me to prove 
that I can be of help. 

LEO BARESCH 
Manfield House 

376/ 9 Strand 
London WC 2, England 

1111 
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:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 
,•, 
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:·: 
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~-X X x - x X X X X X x - x X x - x - X 
SCOTT'S MONTHLY STA~IP JOURNAL 
,,.--· 

,,_/~ .~ .... , .............. ) 

•• ..... T .,. ·s sc .... 

This prominent philatelic publication is a must if you 
wish to keep your catalogue up-to-date and stay 
abreast of new issues. Each issue carries the Scott 
Chronicle of New Issues - a catalogue supplement 
which lists stamps issued after publication of the 
latest Scott Catalogues. In addition , there are illus­
trated articles, stamp facts, price change informa­
tion , book news and stamp world miscellany. 

A one year subscription to Scott's Monthly Stamp Journal costs only $4. 
' A three year's subscription is only $11. (In Canada add 50¢ a year for 

postage; in other countries add $1 a year for postage.) 

r---------------------------------1 
I Please enter my 1 yr. O 2 yr. O 3 yr. O subscription to Scott's Monthly Stamp I 
I Journal. My check O or money order O in the amount of$ is enclosed. I 
I I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City one State I 
I SCOTT PUBLICATIONS INC., 1255 Portland Pl., Boulder, Colorado I 

L--------------------------------~ 
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you do you on ly have half the --

~ story! ~ 
~ Raise your oollection into E xhibi- -
El tion class, make it a really specialized El 
El study ... and drop a line to us for ~ 

I ~~i~?g].~1;~~~!.:;~ I
-- you '11 be surprised how interesting 
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A t Your Service 

For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 
PORTRAITS 
CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer f or the 

Collectors Club Philatelist. ) 

1 Montgomery Place 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
Collectors Club Philatelist e e e 
THE S E BAC K IS SUE S are a v a ilable at the follow in g prices: 

*V ol. 4 (1925) 
*V o l. 5 (1 926) 
*V o l. 6 (1927) 
'''V ol. 7 ( 1928) 
*V ol . 8 (1929) 
*V o l. 9 (1 930) 
''' V o l. 10 (1931) 
*V o l. 11 (1932) 
*V ol . 12 (1933) 
*V o l. 13 (1934) 
*V o l. 14 (1935) 
*V o l. 15 (1936) 
*V ol . 16 (1937) 
*V o l. 17 ( 1938) 
*V o l. 18 (1939) 
*V ol. 19 (1940) 

*Only a few copies 

F rom 1926 to 1940 
From 1941 to 1960 

All issues 
July, Oct. 
J u ly 
Jan ., Apr., J u ly 
All issues 
J a n . 
All Issues 
All Issues 
A ll issues 
A ll issues 
J a n . A pr., July 
A ll ssues 
All ssues 
All ssues 
A ll s s u e s 
All ssues 

$3.00 per copy 
2 .00 per copy 

V ol . 20 (1941) 
V ol. 21 (1942) 
V ol. 22 (1943) 
V ol. 23 (1944) 
V ol. 24 (1945) 
V ol. 25 (1946) 
V o l. 26 (1947) 
V ol. 27 (1 948) 
V ol. 28 (1949) 

A ll issues 
All issues 
Jan ., A pr., Oct. 
A ll issues 
A ll issues 
A ll issues 
A ll issues 
A ll issues 
J uly, Oct. 

V o l. 29 to 31 (1950-52) All 6 issues 
V ol . 32 (1953) A ll b ut J a n . 
V ols . 33 to 43 (1954 to 1964) All 6 

Iss ues . 

--- THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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~ Our Coming Auctions ~ 
J Spring & Early Summer ~ 

i( UNITED STATES, f 
~ POSSESSIONS, FOREIGN • 
~ The H enry Jones Collection, being ~ 
~ Sold for the sole benefit of th e f J Goshen Hospital, Goshen, N. Y. ~ 

~ AIR POST COLLECTION ~ 
)i \Vorld Wide, Used and on Cover, "". 
~ including "Hawker" Unused. ~ 

)i BRITISH COLONIES "". 
~ World Wide, Strong in l?.Y. 
IS lewfoundland Scarlet Vermilions, R J also "Columbia" Air P ost ~ 

~ WORLD WIDE COLLECTION f 
)i Brit ish Colonies, Foreign, e tc. "". 
~ 19th & 20th Century. ~ 

)i Resen ·e your copy of these catalogs "". 
CJ by writing us now. Y. 

~ V AHAN Moz1AN, I Ne. ~ 
if 545 Fifth Avenue f? 
IS New York, N. Y. 10017 R 
J "A Stamp Name since 1901" ~ 
(( C'o llcct ions bought for Cash. ~ 
0"""\li..:D~i..:Dl""'\li..:D~~~~~i..:Dl=\le 
FINE STAMPS 

You will find 

that we have on 

hand at all times 

a comprehensive 

stock of top 

quality United States, 

British America 

and Cape of Good 

Hope Triangles 

. .. enquiries invited 

phone 312-432-4139 
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 

Nr/an1r,•: Pirst N a tional Bank of Chieago 
AN 

U N F 0 R G E T T A B L E 

SEASON 

I 9 6 3 I 9 6 4 

REVIEW 
e T he total realisations for the sea· 

son were 4,970,644. 

e The thrt>e great rarities of the 
season (Mauritius 1847 cover bear­
both One P enny orange-red and 
Two P ence deep blue realised 

78,400 ; British Guiana entire 
b earing a magnifi cent horizontal 
pair of the 2c. rose "cotton reel" 
realised 71 ,400 and the mint 
b lock of six 1843 Swi s Double 
Geneva which reali sed 121 ,800 -
the hi gh est price ever paid for a 
sin gle philate lic item ) are illus­
trated in colour. 

e Many interesting features (i nclud­
ing 44 pages entirely in colour) 
appear i11 THE R EVI EW -- send 
for your copy to-day. 

ROBSON LOWE Ltd. 

50 PALL MALL 

LONDON, S. W. 1. 

ENGLAND 
Cables: ''Stamps, London, S . W. 1 '' 

Wir en replying to this advertisement please 
menlion that you saw it in "The Collectors 
Club Philatelist.' ' 
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VA TI CAN CITY COVERS 
41-46 Juridical Cgr. on r g. 

Jette r .............................. P . 0. R. 
47-54 Catholic Press .. . $95.00 
55 -60 on r eg. lelte r Arch. 

Cong. 60.00 
61- 67 fl. 10 F rance .lnle rreg. 

FDC 14.00 
72-76 ~fed a llion s FDC . .. 10.00 

122 -1 31. Ell-12 Bas ilicas FDC P . O. R. 
132-139 Holy Y ear l":DC . 50.0'0 
140-42 - Palatine Guard FDC 45.00 
143-44 - Dogma of A ss. FDC 40.00 
145-48 - Pope Pius X (Gold) 

FDC .... .. . 90.00 
149-53 - Calcheclon FDC . 90.00 
155 - Roman States Cen-

tenary FDC ..... ... . .. . . 20.00 
155A - Roman States Souv. 

s hee ts FDC 60.00 
156-57 - Maria Gore tti FDC 12.00 
158, GS. El3-14 Popes & Basil. 

FDC 25.00 
2:19-42 B ru ssels Fair FDC ...... 15.00 
2,12A Brussels Fair Souve nir 

~ hee t FDC .. ... 22.50 
C9- l 5 2nd Airmail FDC ........ 30.00' 

Cl6-l7 Tobias FDC .................. P. 0. R. 
C 18-l9 UPU FDC . .. ...... .. P. 0. R. 
C20-21 r eg ist. w. cach et FDC P. 0. R. 
C22 -23 Dorne I FDC .................... 80.00 
C24-32 Angels FDC .................. ... 25.00 
C33-34 Dorne II FDC .... . .. P. 0 . R. 
C,15- 46 Auto. by designer FDC P. 0. R. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. ~ 
P.O. B ox 57, Dumo nt, . J. 07628 
S. L. BAYER. Prop. Est. 1912 

Membe r Coll ect o r s Club - ASD A 
Orders now taken for 
the new edition of 

The World Airmail Catalogue 

World Airmail News 
I I issues $5.00 

New issue service for airmail 
stamps, write for sample copy of 
monthly illustrated list. 

Check list s giving Sanabria, Scott 

& Yvert catalogue numbers . Want 

lists filled on all airmail stamps 

and varieties. 

521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

41:11X!CHllXllXllX!!:a:IJ:UllX!IX!IX!!:a:IJ:Ulcn:: 
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MY BUSINESS IS TO 

KNOW THE MARKET 

Buying and Selling Stamps 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y. 

Telephone : 914-EL 8-0964 
AIR MAILS 

\Ve are breaking up an almost 
complete AIR MAIL Collection up 
to 1940- including many Rarities -
de Pinedo, R. Smith, Colombia, etc. 
Scarce Officials of Canada, Ger­
many, Switzerland e tc. Practically 
all regular stam ps or sets (some 
used or on Covers) from the \Vhole 
World. 

Please write abo ut your particu­
lar interest or \i\'ant List. 

\Ve are interested in buying spe­
ciali zed collections of AIR MAILS, 
or by country etc., etc. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P. 0. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 10950 
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FINE STAMPS of the WORLD 

ON APPROVAL 
To serious collectors of f i ne stamps we 
are a ble to offer an approval service 
second to none. Below we list some of 
the countries in which we are particu ­
la rly strong at the moment, but we in ­
vite enquiries for ALL COUNTRIES 
within the following limits: Br i t ai n a nd 
British Coloni als from 1840 up to Q , E. 
11 ; Other countries up to approximately 
1914. 
In addi ti on we can offer a fine ra ng e of 
Airn1ail st amps. 
Afghanistan Hungary 
Austria Italy 
Austr. Italy Italian Sts. 
Argentine Japan 
Belgium Luxembourg 
l Jrazil l\Iexico 
Bolivia Mongolia 
Chile Norway 
China Netherlands 
Denmark Peru 
Finland Poland 
France Portugal 
France u sed Portug. Cols. 

abroad Roumania 
French Cols. Russia 
Greece Spain 
Germany Sweden 
German St•. Tibet 

Turkey 
U.S.A. 
U ruguay 
Venezuela 
Great Britain 
Great Britain 
used abroad 

Br. Guiana 
Canada 
Ceylon 
Heligoland 
Hong Kong 
India 
New Zealand 
Palestine 
South Africa 

From many of the above countries we 
can offer covers, proofs and other spe­
cialized material. References are essen­
tial from those unknown to us but we 
do pay our own postage charges at all 
t imes. 

J . A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

ENGLAND 
 
 

NEW PRICE LISTS 
- Just Out -

Free on request 

Part I: 
U ITED ST A TES 

and POSSESSIONS 
BRITISH COLO JES 

LATIN AMERICA 
ASIA, AFRICA 

Independent States 

Part II: 
EU ROP E and COLONIES 

(except British) 
Offers of Rarities, Singles, Sets 

Collections and 
SPECIALIZED material 

Price li s t of Philatelic Literature 
5,000 offers pl. Supplement 

SOc (ded uctible from f irst order) 
Regular AUCTION 

of Stamps and Literature 
Ask for Free Catalogue 

FRITZ BILLIG 
168-39 HIGHLAND A VE. 
JAMAICA, N. Y. 11432 
~lllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClll ~ 

I I~ MAY 26 - 27 AU CT I 0 N ~ 

I I 
I FINE CANADA i 
~ = I 185 1- 195 1 mint and used i 
~ Singles, Blocks, P late Blocks ~ 
~ Booklets, Stampless and later § 

g Covers incl. exceptional 1868's g 
~ the property of C. A. Westhaver ~ I of Milton, Mass. I 
~ = 
I NEWFOUNDLAND i 
~ = ~ & PROVINCES ~ 
~ ~ 

I BRITISH I 
I COMMONWEALTH I 
1!!l 20th century complete mint sets ~ 
g incl. £2 and £j values § I tho pcopo:~: ~I:•:<: collodoc __ I
.. incl. San Marino complete 
§ 6 Vatican complete except I Provisionals i 

I ~ c;.~LREGCET~~~ ~ I
~ Illustrated Catalogs available ~ 

IJ. N. SISSONS LTD.I 

L ,.,;~.9 ~::~~:~:,"::~:~:. ToroJ 
! !llClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllllllltlllllllllllllCj 
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COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
r/ew Gng/anJ Stamp Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
For 

Covers, 

Cancellations 

and 

Specialist Material 

of 

Any Country In The World 

• 
G . S . MANNERS 

8 lngelow House 

Holland Street 

London W . 8, England 
190 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as lon g as you enjoy collecting and 
as long as you have fun with your 
stamps. But when you get tired of a 
coll ection because it has reached its 
goal, when you want to start in another 
philatelic fi eld, do not hesitate to di s­
po se of the "fini shed" collection. In 
this way you will obtain additional 
fund s for purchases in your new fi eld. 
When you decide to sell, talk with a 
dealer whom you have trusted wi th 
your purchases. He is the righ t man to 
sell for you the i tems he has once sold 
to you. We are always happy when we 
can give advice and help of this kind. 
Co ntact us when th e time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a sati s­
factory sale of your material, either 
by private sale or by auction. 

M.ERCURY STAMP CO. 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

c.ble Address: Mercstamp Newyork 
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1111 From 408 :·: 
1111 

1111 

:·: 
1111 

to 265 

We h ave moved to another address :•: 
1111 in the Strand, wh ere from the greater 1111 
:•: SC(' urity and co nvenience of ou r n ew , , 

offi res, we look fo rward to ex tendin~ •'• 
1111 ou r H'rv ice to Speciali sts and Postal 1111 

:·: 

Hi stori ans th rou gh out the worl d. 
:•: T hose enthusiasts for "our k ind of •'• 
1111 mate rial" wh o are able to co me to 1111 
:•: London at any ti me in the fut ure arc ,•, 

11 11 

assured of a welcome and plenty of 

1111 
material to browse th rou gh . 

:•: W e arc close lo St. Clement Danes' :•: 

1111 
Cl1ur r h and the nea rest ndcrgroun d 1111 
is T empl e. "265" h as an excellent 

:•: electri c lift. :•: 

1111 E nq ui r ies welco me. 1111 

:-: 
1111 ARGYLL ST AMP Co., Ltd. 
:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

265, 

(Managing Director: 
C. ANGUS PARKER) 

STRAND, LONDON , W .C . 2, 
ENGLAND 

Telephone: CHAncery 3688 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 
 

 

  
 
  

 
 

 

.. -... ····-···· ................................................................. ,o I 
I • 

T i 
! ARE YOU RECEIVING OUR f 
I • 
• I 

! AUCTION CATALOGS??? I T i 
• i 
T Some very interes t ing ma t eria l, bot h i 
T for th e reg u lar co ll ecto r of a dh esi v es i 
T a nd t he ma n wh o li kes th e "off bea t " f ! mate ria l a nd posta l h istory. T

i Comi ng up th is s e a son , a f ine co l- I 
f lect io n of Fore ign Revenues, offered i f by co unt ry , w ith dupl icat es. i
T A f in e g roup of posta l s t a t io n ery, 
T includ ing a number of th e s carce r 

:

TT pieces in the British Colon ial f ield. I
A large genera l collect io n in forty 

Speci a lty a lbums, with m a ny odd a nd 
unusu a l p ieces, in a ddit io n t o the 

f
f reg ul ar s e t s, e tc.

1

i 
1 If yo u like the odd a nd inte re s ting , • 

we are s u re th a t sooner or la te r, y ou 
T w ill fi nd s ometh ing of interes t in o u r i 
T sa les. 1 

T Ju st drop a line for the next sales I
T ca t alog ue-i t 's free . 

I ,
j HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. t
JT Phi late lic Auctioneers & Brokers i 

23 North Santa Anita 

f Pasadena , California 91107 t
l ................................................................................. ,.
, ................................................................................... , . : 
I • . .
I • 
T i 
T i 
• I . . . .
t PUBLIC AUCTION I 
T i 
• I . . 
T i f MAY 27, 28, 1965 f . : . . 
I ·=:·. 

Rarities, Specialties, Cove rs 

i T i Lots by Countries I 
t ~ • of the Whole World i 
T i 
T i 
T i T 2,300 Lo t s, 23 Photo Pla tes 1 

1 
i 

Please ask for Free Catalog now: f 
f 
! 
i I FRED RICH 1

t 55 W E ST 42nd STREET f 
I NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 i 
i. f . . ·····-···•··•··•··•··•··•··•··•··•··•··· ....................................... _\ 
•:• lllllllllllllClll llllllllllCllllllllllllltlllllllllllllClllllllll I I llCllll II I llllllClll :;: I CLE:.~~NCE I
= ~ 
~ E 
~== The a nnu a l cleara nce of sta m ps c~_= 
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THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELTS T , VOL. 44, NO. 3 
THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ·ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions 

the improvement of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers ... Our more than 1,200 Members 

are pledged to serve you well. 

'lV e urge you to purchase your stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the l\1embers of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

116 Nassau Street New York 38, N. Y. 
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Fact, not fiction: 

During the first ninety days of 1965 our 

auction volume topped half a million 

dollars. 

Doesn't that say something to you? 

PLaza 3-6422 

10 EAST 52nd ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 



AUCTION REPORT TO APRIL 30 
Season 1964-65 

Date 

Sept. 21-24 
Oct. 6 -7 
Oct. 13-15 
Oct. 20-22 
Nov. 4 

Contents No. of lots Realizations 

Nov. 6, 6 
Nov. 17-19 
Dec. 1-4 

Jan. 6-7 
Jan. 18-20 
Jan. 26-28 

Feb. 2, 3 
Feb. 24, 26 
March 8-11 
March 30, 31, Apr. 
April 6·7 
April 12-14 

United States and Foreign 
United States and Foreign 
Air Post and Foreign 
British America 
"Thomas A. Matthews" Air Post 
Collection of United States, Canal 
Zone &. Philippines. 
(the record price of $15,500 for a 
United States stamp was obtained 
for the B4c inverted center at this 
auction). 

2158 
1312 
1544 
1260 
232 

United States, Hawaii &. Philippines 758 
British Commonwealth 1362 
United States, Souvenir and 2276 
Miniature sheets, Switzerland, British 
North America, Zeppelin, ana Rocket 
Flights, General Foreign. 
United States and Foreign 1802 
United States 9n 
"Errazuriz" Collection of Foreign 1620 
Issues. 
"Fleckenstein" United States 
United States 
British Commonwealth 
Air Post Stamps and Covers 
United States and Possessions 
Unlte.d States and Foreign 

Total to April 30 

Future Auctions 

804 
907 

2563 
1462 
1363 
1933 

May • July ···················-··········· Estimated $300,000.00 

$ 79,635.50 
46,800.60 
51,815.60 
81,482.00 
87,010.50 

69,107.50 
61,482.50 

101,284.00 

66,479.60 
75,366.00 
81,198.00 

46,275.50 
42,384.00 

104,282.00 
50,181.50 
80,942.50 
92,763.00 

,1,216,472.00 

AUCTION EXPECTATION FOR THE SEASON, 
OVER $1,500,000. 

Buying: 

Selling: 

Buying or Selling, Harmers are best. 

Write for catalogues and leaflet "How to Buy at Auction." 

Request booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling." 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
The Predominant Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 
Plaza 7-4460 (Are• Code 212) 


