
Philately South Africa:
Stamping with Adél

Issue 5                               Newsletter                    August 2025              

Stamp collecting, also known as philately, has been a cherished hobby 
for over a century. Each stamp holds a piece of history art and culture.
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From the Editor  - adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

The excitement of Wimbledon and the Tour De France is now behind us. I attended 
a few more fairs and the next stamp event in the UK is Stampex towards the end of 
October. The hospitality I’ve received here is unmatched –  I must however  
complain about the summer sun being half strength, the table salt isn’t as salty as 
back home and the long-life milk here is so watered down  compared to what I am 
used to. But my philatelic experiences here have bee fantastic!
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Philatelic Calendar

Internationals
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EXHIBITION DATE
PATRON

AGE
LINK

Great American Stamp 
Show
Illinois

14-17 August 
2025

APS GASS 2025

National Stamp Show 2025
Paarl

3-6 Sep 2025 PFSA PFSA

NORDIA 2025
Sweden

12-14 Sep 2025 FEPA Nordia 2025

PHILAKOREA 2025 17-21 Sep 2025 FIP Korea 2025

DUBAI 2026 WSE 4-8 February 
2026

FIP Dubai 2026

BOSTON 2026 23-30 May 2026 FEPA Boston 2026

MACAU 2026 26 June – 1 July 
2026

FIAP Macau 2026

EXHIBITION DATE
PATRONA

GE
LINK

SAVPEX 2025 June 2025 PFSA PFSA

AUSVIPEX Start 27 Nov 2025 APF Ausvipex 2025

Virtual

https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show
https://stampssa.africa/
https://nordia2025.se/
https://www.f-i-p.ch/blog/2024/12/06/philakorea-2025-specialised-world-stamp-exhibition/
https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbbdc1d9-e50e-44dd-8bef-eb36c9d1251f/summary
https://www.macao2026.org.mo/
https://stampssa.africa/
https://ausvipex2025.com/
https://ausvipex2025.com/


Midpex

There is nothing that I love more than going to an event overseas and bumping 
into friends from back home. Danna Strydom from the Witwatersrand Philatelic 
Society attended as well, and it was nice to catch up over a cup of coffee. 
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There were over 40 dealer and society tables and saw a lot of familiar faces

Leamington Spa Station, the first one I’ve seen with a decent bar!



The biggest surprise that my friend Richard Moss stopped me on my way out and 
gifted me a Harvey Pirie  item. I am over the moon as it was a service airmail 
letter Harvey had sent to his parents during the war.
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Rear of Air Letter

Letter from Nigeria to the UK

Air Letter to his parents



The York Fair

Third time lucky as they say, I finally managed to fit this event in with my trip, and 
what an experience it was. Bumped into quite a few zoom friends which is always a 
pleasure. The venue was fantastic and as per usual the coin fair was upstairs.
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Edith and Rodney Knight



Reader Submission
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Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland

Forwarding of an Air Letter - Richard Stroud RDPSA 

One of my favourite items, an air letter showing a three-country multiple 

franking of Canada, the United States and the Federation of Rhodesia and 

Nyasaland, finally arriving in London, England.

It is a standard Canadian Air Letter Form, denominated at 10c (see inset), 

written by a Mrs Bellman in Washington on 1 June 1958 and addressed to a 

Mrs Shatter, c/o the Standard Bank, Salisbury, S. Africa (sic).  The imprinted 

Canadian postage not being valid in the USA, 10c in US duties were added 

and these were cancelled in Washington on 3rd June. On arrival in Salisbury, 

the item was re-addressed locally to Fife Avenue, but Mrs Shatter had left 

Rhodesia to travel to England. It was thus necessary to add 6d in postage (the 

standard air letter rate) so that it could be forwarded to London, the two R&N 

3d duties being cancelled CAUSEWAY 13 JUN 1958. There is no London 

arrival.

Mrs Shatter was an aunt of Mrs Bellman, who writes that she had just 

returned from two weeks in Florida, had read a letter from her aunt, and was 

concerned about her father who was with Mrs Shatter in Rhodesia. She noted 

that it was hard to do anything at a distance but would send a cable to Mrs 

Shatter to arrive before the air letter, and a typewritten letter to her father as 

soon as possible as her handwriting was not good! Perhaps the only item that 

Mrs Bellman had to hand was a Canadian air letter to send her concerns to 

her aunt.



Last months ZOOM Experiences

July has been fairly quiet as a lot of societies are on their summer break and not 
having zoom meetings, but we still had a few to report on.
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SEEOPS
Hosted by Margaret Emerson, who is one of my favourite zoom hosts, her 
meetings are light hearted yet informative: almost like visiting family. 

Jamie Smith showed items from his Aden collection
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PHILATELY SOUTH AFRICA: Stamping with Adél

This was a well attended and fun meeting. Many different items were shown. 
The letters for the meeting was A or P or a theme of Cars 

Jamie Smith – Assorted items from his Africa 
collection was shown

Roger –  A fascinating display of stamps celebrating the 
invention of cars, mainly from St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
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PHILATELY SOUTH AFRICA: Stamping with Adél

This was a well attended and fun meeting. Many different items were shown. 
The letters for the meeting was A or P or a theme of Cars 

Huw Williams – This was an interesting show 
of postcards from New Zealand.

Ted Roberts –  As always a very well researched and explained 
display, this time on the German occupation of Alsace.
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STOCKPORT PS

A firm favourite and one of the longer running zoom meetings, well worth a visit.

Len Stanway – ‘Mails under London’ this was very interesting and 
showed the underground mail system underneath the city of London. 
This is a topic hardly ever shown or explained.
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Len Stanway – ‘Mails under London’ this was very interesting and 
showed the underground mail system underneath the city of London. 
This is a topic hardly ever shown or explained.
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SOUTHAMPTON District PS

This society is new to our circuit, it is hosted by Malcolm Coe, the audience 
were mostly familiar faces.

Brian Dow – ‘Hurtigruten’  this was a great display 
showcasing the route and workings of the ferry mail 
between Norway and Russia.
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Roger Dedman–  Showed the progression of 
the Post Office over time

DAWLISH PS

This society’s host is my friend Robin Buchanan, it is well supported and you 
learn at every meeting.
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Roger– He transported us to an Austrian town 
called Leoben, using maps and postcards.

TWICKENHAM & DISTRICT PS
This society is new to our circuit and run by Huw Williams. I will definitely 
attend their meetings again as it is informative and relaxed.

Christopher Oliver– He showed items of The 
Great Trek for us South Africans in the audience
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WITWATERSRAND PS

This is a hybrid meeting with members in the room as well as attendees via 
zoom, OBVIOUSLY this is my favourite meeting as it is my home society. We are 
attracting more online attendees who participate as well, that makes me happy.

Ian Matheson –  This time he showed one of my favourite 
topics being Queen Victoria – Postal Stationery Cards from 
the British Honduras.
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Danna Strydom –  ‘Transvaal’s 1899 Kruger and Arms Essays’   
I think it should be in my collection, just saying.



My Latest Acquisitions

Herewith some items I acquired at stamp fairs the last month. Sometimes an item 
just catches my eye and I buy it, this is one such example, will do some research 
when I get back home
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Registered book post 1924



19

ZOOM Happy Hour

Margaret Emerson is a Royalist, and she enthralled us with part 1 of some of 
her Queen Victoria material. We were transported back in time for the evening.

Edward III’s  marriage to Princess Victoria of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld on May 29, 
1818, was a significant event in the royal family. Their union was part of a 
broader strategy to secure the succession line following the death of Edward’s 
niece, Princess Charlotte of Wales, in 1817. Their only child, Alexandrina 
Victoria, was born on May 24, 1819, at Kensington Palace. Edward’s early death 
on January 23, 1820, just eight months after Victoria’s birth, left his daughter as 
a potential heir to the throne. This premature death meant Victoria was raised 
largely under her mother’s strict supervision, preparing her for her future role 
as queen
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Conundrum Corner

It  is a regular occurrence when we have a meeting, and someone will show an item 
that needs clarification one way or another.  Sometimes,  you get your answers, and 
other times the whole room is stumped.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
appeal to you  to assist in providing answers if you can. in our zoom meetings, but 
we don’t always find the answer. I would like to use this platform and appeal to you 
to assist if you can.
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This is a request from Rodney Knight.

The conundrum is the mystery of the Air mail for the blind labels, and the 
question about the rates, there are 3 letters, all addressed to the  same 
individual.

If you can assist, please contact me on adelbulpitt@gmail.com 

mailto:adelbulpitt@gmail.com
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Items of Interest

EUEFA Women’s EURO 2025

Thes British female soccer team won the EUEFA Women’s EURO 2025 cup 
against Spain last Sunday on penalties.
Herewith a letter received with the slogan cancel to celebrate.



Local Club Meetings

I like to visit as many societies as possible, and if time and budget allows I try and 
attend international exhibitions where I can. I am sharing my experiences with you 
in the hopes that you will join me in my philatelic journey and come and say hi. 
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STOCKPORT PS 

Richard Wheatley –  Showed  his collection of postal history and other 
items from his Leeds collection. It was very well presented and I was left 
thinking that now I  have to collect Leeds material as well.
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From my Desk

1920’s Advertising Postcards
I was gifted these postcards and I just love the way that things were done back in 
the day, very modest.
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