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POLPEX TO FEATURE MILITARIA 
POLONUS, the largest Polish Phi­

latelic Society in the free world, is 
preparing ·:or POLPEX 83/ MILITARIA. 
This exhibition, international in scope, 
will be held at the Pa!mer House in 
downtown Chicago March 1 8-19-20, 
1983. It will honor ·;he 300th anni­
versary of King Jan Sobieski's Vic­
tory at the Battle of Vienna. POLPEX 
83/MILITARIA will be the largest 
showing of phi­
latelic and numis­
matic material of 
Polish and For­
eign M litaria ev­
er staged in lhis 
country and will 
attract collectors 
from all over :he 
U.S. and abroad. 

As has been our custom with a 
major philatelic exhibition, prominent 
Americans of Polish ancestry ond 
friends of Polonia were invited :o 
serve as !he Honorary Committee for 
the exhibition. In addition, due l o 
this special occasion, military and re­
ligious dignitaries of Polish and Aus­
trian origin have been invited. Mem­
bership on ;his committee serves as 
an endorsement of our activities and 
as such gives an additional element 
of dignity and prestige to \he efforts 
of our Society. 

POLPEX 83/ MILITARIA will be the 
first major philatelic exhibition of !he 
1983 season in Chicago. U.S., U.N., 

and Canadian postal services are 
invited to set up booths. A bourse 
limited to 50 dealers will operate on 
the premises. 

Two-hundred frames of 16 pages 
each, of philatelic and numismatic 
collections will be presented in :he 
Court of Honor and in competitive 
classes. Collectors from U.S.A. and 
abroad are invited to exhibit, ond 

all ;ypes of mili­
tary and war re­
lated material is 
acceptable. The 
deadline for en­
tries is January 
15th, 1983. 

POLPEX entry 
forms are avail­
able from : John 

S. Bobo, Entry Chairman, 1668 Sy­
camore St., Des Plaines, IL 60018. 

To mark this occasion, some spe­
cial events are planned. A reunion of 
Polonus members from all over the 
USA will : ake place. Several ~pe­
cialist societies will hold ;heir an­
nual conventions in conjunction with 
the exhibition. Collectors from U.S., 
Canada, Australia, England, France, 
Germany, Austria, and other coun­
tries will participate. 

Plan now to take an active part 
in this unusual and ex:·raord inary 
philatelic and numismatic show by 
cxh'.biting at and a ttending POLPEX 
83/ M:LITARIA. 
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As at previous large POLPEX ex• 
hibitions in 1973, 1976, and 1979, 
a commemorative medallion will be 
struck in 1983 for :·he 300th anni• 
versary of the Victory at the Battle 

of Vienna. The gilded medallion in 
a presentation box, will be available 
in a limited quantity, ;o lhose who 
contribute the sum of $50 or more 
to help defray the costly expenses 
of POLPEX 83/ MILITARIA. In lhese 
infationary l imes the t reasury of Po­
lonus cannot support an undertaking 
of such magni'ude. 

We sincerely hope that your gen­
erous help Hill insure the success 
of our mos) ambitious undertuking. 
Send your c::>ntribution of $50 or 
more without delay :o Stanley Rusin, 
Treasurer,, P.O. Box 56148, Chica­
go, IL 60648 . Make check payable 
to Polonus Philatelic Saciety/ POLPEX 
83. 

-Alfred Szebel, Exec. Chrm. 

MEETING CHANGE 
The October meeting will be held 

on October 15, one week earlier 
than usual. Dr. Stanley Kronenberg 
of Skillman, New Jersey, will speak 
on Polish Forgeries. 

REST IN PEACE 
STAN STANKIEWICZ 

West Chester, Penna. 

BLACK MADONNA EXHIBIT 
Among the items on display at 

the Roman Dmowski Institute Exhibi­
tion held recently on the 600th A n­
niversary of Our Lady of Czestocho­
wa at l he Pope John Paul II Center 
in Chicago, there were eight frames 
of W. Poniecki 's Czestochowa col­
lection. The same exhibit was also 
shown at the Copernicus Center. An 
Arts & Crafts Fair was held outdoors. 
Mr. Poniecki set up his exhibit at 
the Northwest Stamp Bourse held in­
doors. When the rain came :he peo­
ple hurried indoors far shelter and 
came upon :he philatelic exhibit. 
Thus were some art lovers introduced 
to philately and :hey loved it. 

ENCLOSE S.S.A.E. WITH LETTER 
Philatelic courtesy dictates that 

we enclose a proper sized envelope, 
with sufficient postage to bring :he 
material requested to the address 
an the outside. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Frank Zielinski 

4533 Georgian Terr. 
Rockford, IL 611 03 

Ryszard Stroynowski 
935 Medford Rd. 

Pasadena, CA 91107 

POLONUS LITERARY AWARD 
The newly established Polonus Li­

terary Award will be awarded for 
the first time at POLPEX 83 for :he 
best philatelic article to have ap­
peared in our Po/onus Bulletin during 
1982. Large or small articles are el­
igible. Send your material to our 
Publications Chairman James Maze­
pa, Box l 217, Oak Park, IL 60304. 

WINNER'S CIRCLE 
Gold medal for Galicia Postal History 
at ROMPEX national philatelic exhi­
bition, Denver, to John Bartczak. 

--------------------
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MARQUIS ALBERGATTI and CROWNED W's 
By RYSZARD Z. PODDUBIUK 

llis Excellency Marquis Francesco 
Albcrgatti Capacclli, General Aidc-de­
Camp and Chamberlain of Stanislaw 
August Poniatowski, King of Poland, 
was born on April 19, 1728. He suc­
ceeded his father Luigi as senator 
and served on several occasions as 
Chief Justice of the city of his birth, 
Bologna. 

As a. young man he became fasci­
nated by poetry and drama, and 
started to translate popular French 
works which he later presented on 
the stage of his theatre at his vill:1 
in Zola. Original plays followed. His 
first comedy, "L'Amor Fiuto e !'Amor 
Vero", was dedieated to Carlo Gol­
doni, Italy's greatest comic play­
wright. Goldoni. touched by this ges­
ture of friendship and respect, wrote 
fae plays especially for Albergatti's 
theatre, and described one of them, 
entitled "Il Cavalier di Spirito", as 
"The portrait of a young Senator." 

Among his literary friends "the 
young Senator" could count, beside 
Goldoni, other prominent Italian dra­
matists such as Vittorii Alfrieri and 
Carlo Cozzi, writer and critic Giu­
r<eppe Baretti, poetess Elisabeth Ca­
miner and that universal genius of 
the age of enlightenment, Voltaire. 

.\lhcrgatti'::; detractors like to point 
out that is was perhaps the friendship 
of the famous men and women of his 
time that contributed more to his 
fame and renown than his own 
achievements, This judgement may 
be too harsh. He was not an outstand­
ing pla.ywright but his enthusiasm for 
and mastery of the Italian language 
rompensated, to a degree, for his Jack 
of dramatic inventiveness. He was 
also a prolific writer; between 1783 
and 1785 he assembled all his works 
in twelve volumes and published 
them in Venice. 

Polonus BuHetin, Sept.-Oct. 1982 

His married life was not happy. 
The second of his three wives com­
mitted suicide, which gave rise to 
some ugly rumors and accusations, but 
he was fully exonerated and declared 
innocent of any wrongdoing by the 
court of inquiry. 

In lSOO he was given the responsi­
bility for all printing and publishing 
hy the go\'ernment of the newly es­
tabli~hed Cisalpine Republic, and a 
year later he was appointed an ins­
pector of the theatrical performances. 

Ile died on March 16th, 1804. 
I have not been able to establish 

how and when Albergatti became 
General Aide-de-Camp and Chamber­
lain to Stanislaw August Poniatowski. 
'l he only exteru;ive biography of Al­
bergatti known to me has been out of 
print for over a hundred years and 
my attempts to trace the original Po­
li~h inYe:stiture documents have not, 
as yet, produced any results. 

The title of "Chamberlain", com­
mon in all courts of Europe for cen­
turies, came to Poland during the 
reign of Stanblaw August. It was 
roughly equivalent to the ancient Po­
lish title of "podkomorzy", but it was 
largely an honorary title given en­
mas,e to nobility that was enamoured 
with titles. 

The other title is more significant. 
While still an honorary title it is 
more specific - "General Aide-de­
Camp" was an officer who personally 
a1-:si,ted the monarch either by con­
veying royal commands or obtaining 
sought intelligence. 

Albergatti conducted a lively cor­
respondence with Poland which start­
ed at the latest in 1779 and continued 
until at least 1795. It is this corres­
pondence that is of particular inter­
est to the postal historian. 
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I had an opportunity to examine 
what I believe to be a tiny fraction 
letter:; sent from Warsaw with War­
saw's fir:.t postmarks, the "Crowned 
\V's". 

Each letter comprises single piece 
of hand made, watermarked, ribbed 
paper approximately 15 by 9 inches 
folded once, prior to writing a let­
ter. The text of the letter appears on 
one half of the folded paper, some­
times on one and sometimes on both 
sides. Thf. completed letters were fold­
ed twice one way and twice again 
the other way, addressed and sealed 
with rel sealing wax and what ap­
pears to be an impression of a signet 
ring. 

Regrettably, all the sealing wax 
impres:;ions a re obliterated to the 
point where it is impossible to i:s«f 
whether they are all the same or 
whether some are different; however 
there is one partial impression on the 
earliest letter which I have attempfed 
to interpret below: 

Within a single oval border, 
at the top, ~omething that may 
be a clerical (cardinal's) hat with 

cords and tassels spread down­
ward on both sides. Below, a 
crown, over what appears to be 
a stylized l\Ialtese Cross, yery 
similar to one that forms part 
of the Order of the White 
Eagle. If there was an impres­
~ion of anv other additional fea­
ture~. the)' arc no longer dis­
rernihle. 
All letters are written in Italian, 

11,ppear to be in the same handwriting 
and carry what I believe to be the 
variants of the same !-ignature: init­
ials X:C':W:11: or W:C:W:M: and 
X :C: ct 11: or W :C: et 11 :. Curious­
ly, the handwriting on the address 
side varie;; greatly from letter to 
letter. 

In addition to Warsaw postmarks, 
each letter has a manuscript number 
of entry in the "Way Book", in the 
top right-hand corner of the address 
side as well as the rate markings and 
other minor annotations which I have 
not been able to decipher or identify. 

The dating of the five letters con­
forms to that given hy :\fr. Bojano­
wirz in hi~ "The Kingdom of Poland 
- Poland Xo. 1 and a~:;ociated Post-

Letter dated August 21st, 1779. 
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.. 
Letter dated September 18th, 1779. 

Letter dated February 23rd, 1782. 

ALBERGATTI CORRESPONDENCE • PRELIMINARY TABULATION 

Postmark Warsaw 
Letter Dated Addressed to I II 111 

August 21st, 1779 Venice • 
September 18th, 1779 Venice • 
February 23rd, 1782 Venice • 
September 19th, 1789 Venice . 
April 15th, 1795 Bologna * 
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al History" published in 1979 but 
contradicts that in "Katalog Specja­
lizowany Znakow Pocztowych Zicm 
Polskich", published in 1981. 

Of particular intere,;t are the War­
saw II postmark, dated 1779 and the 
Warsaw III po.:,tmark dated 1795. It 
was for a considerable time assumed 
that the Warsaw II postmark was 
introduced fiye years after the intro­
duction of the Warsaw I postmark. 
This gap is now reduced to more or 
le.•s one year. Both postmarks seem 
to haYe been lL-ed continually until 
1787 when the Warsaw III postmark 
was introduced. Could it be that 
eventually, as more letters will sur­
face, we will di~cover that both War­
saw I and II were introduced simul­
taneou;;ly in 1778 or perhaps even 
earlier? 

As for the ·warsaw III postmark, 
it appear;; now that it was used at 
least until 1795, not 1793 as it was 
recently presumed. Howe,·er there is 
still no evidence that it was \Lo;ed in 
1704, during the Kosciuszko Up­
rising. 

The key questions that come to 
mind are: Was the Wa~aw III post­
mark tL•ed at all during the Kosciusz­
ko l'prising? Wa.c; it lL~ed in conjunc-

tion with the revolutionary govern­
ment's cen,or~hip seal? Was it used 
until the formal abdication of Stanis­
law August? Was it m;ed after abdi­
cation, and if so, for how long? 

LETTER DATED Al:GUST 21st, 
1779: 

To the best of my knowledge it is 
the earliest letter bearing the War­
saw II p()!;tmark. However, since Mr. 
Bojanowicz lists 1779 as the year when 
this postmark was first used, there 
may he an earlier letter. One thing 
is certain, since it is a reply to an 
earlier Albergatti's letter, this is not 
the fir,-t letter in this correspondence. 
LETTER D.\.TED SEPTE:MBER 

I th, 1779: 
There 1s a reference to an August 

:H;;t letter from ~Iarquis Albergatti. 

LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 
23rd, 17 2: 

Tlus 1,, a reply to Albergatti's let­
ter of .January l!)th, which, when 
lookc·I upon in conjunction with oth­
rr letter~, gi,·e,. an indication of fre­
quency of the corre:,pondence. Using 
stati~tical projection. one can fiurmise 
that there was an exchange of more 
or le~,; half-a-dozen letters per annum 
by each of the correspondents and 

Letter dated Sept.'.?mber 19th, 1789. 
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Letter dated April 15th, 1795. 

C"ons('qn<'ntly, possibly something like 
100 letters bearing Wan;aw Crowned 
W po.,tmarks! How many of these 
survive? .T udging by the condition of 
thos<' that I have ~een, which is ex­
cellent, po,,ibly all. 

There are in this letter, interesting, 
though not \·ery clear, references to 
Palladio ( presumably the great ar­
chitect of the Italian Renaissance). 
The author of the letter informs AJ. 
bergatti that llis Ilighne;s Prince 
Stani~law (nrphrw of Stanislaw Au­
gust Poniatow,:ki) is overjoyed to 
hear of the news and will wait for 
Pallarlio I prcsumahlv for rome draw-
1111,!;s, paintings or writings of Palla­
dio) ai; well as the information on 
Etruscan va~e,; anrl "Carta" (map?) 
of Srhmitan (?? ?) . He goo; on to 
thank Alhcrgatti for !-ending works 
of Goldoni and Chiari (Jesuit, play­
wright and professor of rhetoric). 

Finally there i-; a reference to 
~omc diffirnltie-; with ctt~torns. "Ah, 
well , the more thinl!~ chang1?, the more 
they stay the same". 

LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 
19th, 1789: 

The reference to AJbergetti's let-
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ter to Prince 'tanislaw elated August 
1 <jth, again confirms frequency of cor­
respondence. There is a reference to 
Cardinal Boncampagni (whom I have 
not been able to identify) and some 
oh~cure hrn-iness in Rome. 

LETTER D .\TED APRIL li>th, 
170,">: 

This is the last letter in this cor­
re~ponclence that I have ~een but 
there i-; no indication in it's contents 
that the author expected it to be the 
la.-,t letter. It d~cribes the author·i; 
and Albergatti 's concern for the fate 
of King Stanislaw August and refers 
to the king's illne,-.~ during the Eas­
ter holiday;: (al,o dl':"crihed in the 
diary of Count Bczhorodko, the king's 
personal warden appointed by Rep­
nm). In the same context it al1<0 re­
fers to Prince Primate, the king o 
brother who committed suicide eiJh: 
months earlier. 

At the time thi;, letter was written 
and mailed, . 'tani,-law A11~11~t Ponia­
towski was in (irodno, effec·tively 
kept under hou~e arre.~t by Repnin, 
H.u-,ian Governor General of the 
newly appropriated provinces of Es­
tonia, Li\·onia ancl Lithuania. War-
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saw, as indeed the whole of Poland, 
was occupied by the enemy armies 
and yet the Warsaw po.st office con­
tinued to function, using the post­
marks featuring the symbol of sover­
eignity, the royal crown. 

It also may be the latest letter 
bearing the Warsaw III postmark. 
Mr. Bojanowicz lists 1795 as the last 
year when this postmark was used but 
does not specify the exact date. 

I have not been successful in re­
solving the mystery of the autborshiJ, 
of the letters. The initials with which 
all the letters are signed, do notseem 
to match the initials of any contem­
porary figures that could have writ­
ten the letters and are known to me. 
One interesting suggestion that was 
made to me by a friend is that the 
initials do not stand for name alone 
but abo for a formal or informal 
title of the author. 

There is also another interesting 
connection with this correspondence. 
Recently I had an opportunity to ex­
amine a letter written in Italian, 
mailed in War::;aw in 1781 and bear­
ing the Warsaw I postmark, which is 
not part of Albergatti's correspond­
ence. The letter appears to be in the 
same handwriting as all the letters 
addressed to Albergatti. It is signed 
by Gaetano (Kajetan) Ghigiotti. 

Ghigiotti was somewhat of an 
"eminence grise" in the court of Sta­
nislaw Augu;;t. An Italian Roman 
Catholic prelate, he was a confidant 
of the kmg and the powerful men 
around the throne, often entrusted 
with delicate diplomatic missions. It 
was Ghigiotti who on the king's be­
half conducted final negotiations with 
Baron Asch, plenipotentary of Cath­
erine the Great, prior to the king's 
departure from Warsaw in January 
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of 1795. It was also said that he may 
have received gifts of money from the 
Rll~sian ambassador in Warsaw. 
Finally, be was the king's secretary 
for Italian correspondence. 

Was he the author of Albergatti's 
letters? Perhaps .... 

The circumstantial evidence sup­
porting this view is fairly good. 
Ghigiotti was Italian, knew personal­
ly the king as well as all other per­
sonalities at the court mentioned in 
the letters (Prince Stanislaw, Prince 
Primate), and what is also significant, 
the handwriting on the letter signed 
by Ghigiotti seems to be the same as 
that in all of Albergetti's letters. Un­
fortunately there is a question of 
,ignatory initials on all of Albergat­
ti's letters that simply do not match. 

Until better evidence becomes 
available, we have to be content with 
the fact that the identity of the aut­
hor of Albergatti's letters remains un­
re;;olved. The handwriting of both 
Aluera;atti's letters and a Jetter signed 
by Ghigiotti could be differently ex­
plained. For example they could have 
been all written by the same Italian 
clerk. And yet in spite of this I can­
not help feeling that there is some 
other link between Ghigiotti and the 
author of Albergatti's letters. 

It is my fen·ent hope that in con­
sequence of this article, I will hear 
from the own<'rs of the other 95 ( ?) 
Alberga.tti letters. Examining them 
jointly we will not only answer the 
few questions that I have raised but 
a.l~o hopefully advance general know­
led~ of postal history of 18th cen­
tury Poland. 

Finally I would like to thank Mr. 
J. Bieniecki, Mr. J. Clary, :V!r. J. Do­
brzeniecki, :Mr. A. Kovacevic, ?11:r. 
D. Pupejko, the staff of the Institut.o 
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I tal iano di Cultura and the Poli.~h 
Library in Mont real, without who,c 
generous a.osistance t his article could 
not have been written. 
REFERENCES: 
Encyclopedia ltaliana 
Ostatnie lata tycia kr61a Stanislawa 

Augusta by Maria Zywirska 

Polska stanistawow:ka w oczach 
cudzoziemc6w edited by Wactaw 
Zawadzki 

Stanislaw August by Stanislaw 
Mackiewicz Cat 

Wyb6r pism by Dr. Antoni J . (Rolle) 
Z okien ambasady saskiej by Jan 

Jakub Paz 

THE 1925 WARSAW LOPP ISSUE WITHOUT VALUE 
By JAMES MAZEPA 

The Warsaw branch of th_e LOPP 
issued a set of stomps in February 
1925 showing a bi-plane ilying ,:,ver 
Warsaw. Three stomps were mode: 
5 groszy in orange, 5 groszy in red, 
ond 10 groszy in blue. There were 
issued both perforate and and im­
perforote. All were later surcharged 
with new values. 

I hove found several imperforate 
stomps, similar in design to the is­
sued stomps but with three distinct 
differences : 1) there is no indication 
of value, 2) they ore in a red-orange 
color, quite distinct from the red and 
orange of the issued 5 groszy 5tomp, 
and 3) i he frame line is much ;hicker 
than on the issued stamp. I hove 

The question arises as to :he na­
ture of this issue. I believe there ore 
two possibilities : 1) It is on essay of 
the issued stomp. But if so, why are 
the flown covers doted over a year 
ofter :he issued appeared? 2) 

0

ihey 

Fig. 1. Issued 5 groszy stamp and 
stamp without value. 

seen two unused ex­
amples, both with­
out gum, and four 
on flown covers. The 
f lown covers all 
hove dotes between 
April and Novem­
ber 1926. All ex­
amples show evi­
dence of a "+" in 
the margin, ,:i mark 
that appears be­
tween the marginal 
copies o f :he issued 
stomps to indicate 
registry for the per­
forating machine. 
This stomp is not 
listed in RUCH or 
SANABRIA. 

F;g. 2. The "w:thout value" :;~mp on a cover ·ilown 
from War: aw to Gji n::k on November 17, 1926. 
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ore some kind of reprint and re­
working of the design over o year 
later. 

Any other examples, especially 
blocks, as well as any other -ilown 
covers would be helpful in solving 
this mystery. Please contact lhe au­
thor if members hove examples of 
this interesting stomp. 

NEW ISSUES 
Polish Workers Porty 40th Anniv. 

A 2.50 zl. value was issued Jan­
uary 1, 1982 on the anniversary of 
the founding of the PPF - the Por­
ty of the Polish proletariat. Rotogra­
vure printed in multicolor with o tab 
in sheets of 50 on chalky paper by 
PWPW Warsaw. Quantity: 6 million. 
Designed by Andrzej Borecki. 

Challenge 50th Anniversary 
In April 1982 the Polish Post is­

sued a souvenir sheet commemora­
ting the contribution of the Polish 
pilots to the international Challenge 
races. The two stomps were also is­
sued in sheets of 50. The 27 zl. and 
31 zl. values were rotogrovured in 
multicolor on chalky paper at PWPW 
Warsaw. Quantities issued of :he 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR POLAND 

1981 SUPPLEMENT 
$2.60 

(plus $1.40 Shipping) 
Write us for a specia l price on 

complete Poland pages 

K-LINE PUBLISHING, INC. 
Geo. C. Kobylko 

Box 159, Berwyn, IL 60402 
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Address all correspondence to: 
P.O. Box 82, River Grove, IL 60171 
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political. V,ews expressed by authors 
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(Please remit in U.S. Currency) 

Stanley Rusin, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 56148, Chicago. IL 60656 , 
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souvenir sheets: 1,300,000; of the 
27 zl. and 31 zl. : 3,000,000 each. 
Designed by Jacek Brodowski. 

Nobel Prize Winners 
A set of four values was issued 

in Moy of 1982 showing prominent 
Poles, laureates of ihe Nobel Prize. 

3 zl.-Writer Henryk Sienkiewicz 
6,000,000 issued 

1 5 zl.-Writer Wlodyslow Rejmont 
6,000,000 issued 

25 zl.-Physicist Moria Sklodowsko­
Curie - 8,000,000 issued 

31 zl.-Poet Czeslow Milosz 
2,000,000 issued 

Offset printed in multicolor on 
chalky paper in sheets of 30 stomps 
by PWPW Warsaw. Designed by 
Wojciech Freudenreich. 

600th Anniversary of Black Madon­
na of Czestochowa 

A set of four values were to op­
appear in August of 1982: 
2 ½ zl.-Fother Augustyn Kordecki, 

6 million issued 
25 zl.-Siege of Josno Gora point­

ing - 6 million issued 
31 zl.-Pope John Poul II portrait 

4 million issued 
65 zl.-Ancient icon of the Block 

Madonna - 2 million issued 

Rotogravure printed in multicolor 
in sheets of 35 on chalky paper by 
PWPW Warsaw. Designed by Rysz-
ord Dudzinski. 

-ARS Polona 
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