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1982 - Our 64th Year 

STAMPS WANTED 
Each Year Our Public Auctions 

And Gold Medal Mail Sales 
Sell Over 100,000 Lots! 

We Urgently Need Additional Material! 

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or bar­
gaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or exp~, attention: 
Appraisal Dept. AD shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instruc­
tions after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our 
buyer can visit you to inspect properties of a value over $15,000. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
989 Av. of Amer. cor. 37th St., 

New York, N. Y. 10018 
Tel: (212) 594-1144 

(800) 221-2779 

"Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate 
cash payment, more than $100,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs 
are unlimited. 

Fair treatment is always assured 
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September, and November by The Collectors Club, Inc., 22 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016. 
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Quality Stamps Aren 't Hard To Find 

If You Look In The Right Place. 

U.S. and Worldwide stamps bought 

and sold through our auctions. 

Simmy 's Stamp Co. , Inc. 

148 State St. 

Boston, Ma 02109 

617 227 2770 In Ma 
800 22 5 6276 Toll Free 

Catalogue Gratis 
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... the obvious choice ! 

because we are one of the largest auction companies in Switzerland, 
the world's most prominent and secure philatelic centre 

because we produce over 24,000 superbly illustrated de-luxe auction 
catalogues sent to an exclusive international clientele 

because of our sale of the famous" Blue Boy" cover at US$ 1 million, 
the highest price ever paid for a philatelic item! 

because we offer an unrivalled service regarding advance and final 
payments according to your requirements and instructions 

Absolute confidentiality and discretion guaranteed 

When visiting Geneva, please come and see us in our spacious 
office premises only 10 minutes from airport or city centre. 

DAVID FELDMAN S.A. 
Case postale 81, (Offices: 175, route de Chancy), 1213 Onex-Geneva, Switzerland 

Tel.: (022) 57 25 30 • Cables : DFSTAMPS GENEVA 
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July
Philatelic Rarities 

Auctions since 1925 

YOUR RELIABLE PARTNER 

Benefit from our tradition, 
our experience, 
our knowledge In the field. 

Absolute discretion. 

CORIN PHI LA CH-8022 ZURICH 

Bahnhofstrasse 1 
P.O. Box 

Telex 813113 fila ch 
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GREAT BRITAIN 
1840 & 1841 imperforate 1 p and 2p 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 
Handstruck covers , Triangulars, 

Rectangulars . 

BRfflSH 
COMMONWEAL TH 

A fine selection of pre 1936 issues. 

Enquiries from discerning Collec­
tors Club members will be wel­
comed and anwered promptly. 

F. W. COLLINS 
Stoborough Croft, St. Cross, 
Winchester, Hants. , England. 
RARE AIRMAILS 
CHILE-1919, FIGUERA signed ....... . $240.00 
COLOMBIA-1950, "A" ovpt. Sheet of 50, RB cor-

ner stamp w/o ovpt. San 223a(C86) ...... 420.00 
COLOMBIA-1959, AVIONCA UNSEVERED 

Souv. sheet, imperf. horiz. pair, only4exist San 413 
(C350) ..................... .. .. . ... . . 950.00 

EGYPT-1933, cpt. (22) PALACE COLLECTION 
San PC 5/24 (C5/25) .... . ... ....... .. . 1100.00 

GR. BRIT AIN-I933, L.A.L. Wester AIR, 3d ori-
ginal sheet of 20, San S4 ............... 425.00 

HONDURAS-ONU, 1955, 3C, Block of 15. Corner 
stamp w/o ovpt. Pair se tenant. San 371a 
(C243) ......... . ..................... 810.00 

HONDURAS-TOKYO 3C DOUBLE ovpt. LT cor-
ner block signed. San 505. (C333) . ... . .. 600.00 

LATVIA-AFRICA FLIGHT, INVERT. Wtmk. 
cpt. (3) San 45a/7a. (C9/ll ) Rare ........ 275.00 

LIBERIA-1942, 50c/4C T.B. pair as tenant, one 
DOUBLE bars TWICE, sgn. San 51(C30) P.O.R. 

SALVADOR-1930, Surch 15¢/10¢, TYPE II, IN­
VERTED. Stamp is error, A TLANT CO, on dovu­
ment , Unique, BPA Certificat, San 7a . .. . P.O.R. 

Special requests welcomed. Please write for addition­
al offers. Cash with order. Subject to prior sale. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or Immed. Refund. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC. 
P.O. Box 448 Monroe, NY 10950 
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OM 70,000-for 1900, Ch ina hand overpr int 40 Pfen­
nig, one of the rarest pi eces of the German Co lon ies, a 
lot of 239th Kohler auction Uune 8- 11, 1983) . 

Whether you are buying or selling, 
Heinrich Kohler is the European auction 

house for you. Take part in our three 
international sales every year. 

Our Specialties: As well as general and 
specialized material of Germany and Eu­
rope , we handle valuable stamps and 
postal history of the whole world and 
Airmail and Zeppelin covers. 

CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS DESIRED 

Our next auction will take place on Octo­
ber 5-8, 1983, in Wiesbaden . Closing 
date for entries: August 15, 1983! 

Please ask for the catalogue. 

We will send you our three yearly cata­
logues by subscription for $20 (airmail 
surcharge only); for one, please send us 
$7. 

HEINRICH KOHLER 

Heinrich Kohler 
lnh . Volker Parthen 
Bahnhofstr. 63 /n 

70 YEARS 

0-6200 Wiesbaden, West Germany 
Phon e: 01149-6121-39381 

1913-1983 



Put me to 
work for you. 

When it's time to consign your "yesterday's col­
lection" to auction, call me. I'll go to work for you 
right away. First, I'll personally come out to see you. (If 
I'm not in when you call, it's because I'm on the road 
seeing another collector. But I'll call you back.) Then, in 
the comfort and privacy of your home or office we can 
discuss the best way to handle your collection. You'll find 
me helpful and sympathetic. 

As soon as your material is 
'in my shop, I'll study it to de­

termine the best way to 
realize the most for you. 

Important decisions will 
be weighed. Shall we 
clear it all out in a 

_____ ,.. single auction? Shall 

we place parts of it in 
our auctions of special­

ized material where they 
would fit in nicely? Shall 

we place parts into sales of 
"name" collections where they might be enhanced by such 
proximity? Shall we put aside exceptional items for inclu­
sion in our annual Gem Sale where realizations are often 
astonishing? You won't be left out of these deliberations. 
You'll get my recommendations and reasons why before 
we lock up the sales. 

After that, we'll turn to the critical business of 
lotting and describing. We pride ourselves on this. Since 
we know our collector-buyers, we break lots down with 
their interests in mind. We don't cherry-pick the easy ones 
and relegate the rest to large lots and remainders. We milk 
each decent item. This means better realizations for the 
collector-seller. In each lot, we look for the "hidden value" 
- the unusual cancel , the faint double transfer, the out­
of-the-ordinary usage that would make that item a prized 
addition to a collection. And this too makes for better 
realizations for you. 

We're meticulous in our descriptions. For instance, 
when is "fine " not so fine '> A stamp off-center top and 
bottom is worth more than the same item off-center left 

and right. Yet each can properly be described as "fine." To 
lflJli. make sure the better "fine" gets the better price, 
~ we photo it. Who benefits? Both you and the 

buyer. 

I work for you in other ways: 

All auction catalogs are not created 
equal. I honestly think mine are better. 
Since "presentation" in a catalog is so im­
portant, you'll ·see that I picture 75% of the 
items, many larger than actual size. This 
75% compares with an average of 50% in 
most others· catalogs. That's important for 

your material , because most buyers can 't 
come personally to view the lots. If a buyer 

can 't see what he's buying, chances are he 
won't buy. But a photo does the trick. Also, 
you'll find the important items illustrated in 

full color in every sale. This draws attention to them and 
they realize more. And as much as possible, we position 
photos adjacent to their lot description . That's a conven­
ience to the buyer and a giant headache 
to us. But since buyers expect it and 
sellers request it, we do it. 

A truism: "If you're willing to 
sell, they're willing to buy." I make 
sure your material is offered in my 
catalogs to thousands of collector 
specialists and dealers here and 
abroad. Their collecting interests 
cover a broad spectrum. They 're a 
very receptive audience for quality 
material and they're serious buyers. 

As an auction is concluded and 
the hammer falls on the last lot, we'll 
already be hastening our settlement with you to get your 
money into your hands. A number of factors will be 
working for you here. First , our computerized system 
eliminates the mountain of tedious paper work in tracking 
and invoicing every lot and bidder. Secondly, our buyers 
tend to pay promptly; we discourage slow payers by drop­
ping them from the catalog list. Most important, our return 
rate is surprisingly low. We work hard at that by making 
sure our descriptions are accurate. our claims not exagger­
ated, and most material photographed. 

Let me respectfully suggest that when the time 
comes to sell, take a few minutes for a toll-free call to 
me (800-424-9519). Let's discuss your collection. You 
may end up putting me to work for you then and there. 

/f-L /fr~ 

CALL TOLL FREE: 800-424-9519 

IN WASHINGTON , D.C. AREA. 
CALL: (202) 638-5658 K f 

JohnW. .·~ au mann A::::~·,~· ' ' · -· 
1522 K Street, N.W 
washington. o.c. 20005 IDC.-- · 
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••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ® ·s·c·o·y·y· • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Serving collectors since 1863. 
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ARE YOUR STAMPS FOR SALE? 

AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION 
HOUSE 

OFFERS 

GUARANTEED AUCTION 
REALIZATION 

BACKED WITH MAXIMUM 
CASH ADVANCE 

At no charge our auction house will guarantee the minimum net you will receive 
from sale at auction and immediately advance interest-free cash to you. The only 
charge to you is a 10% commission on what your collection realizes at auction. The 
buyer also pays a IOOJo buyers premium. 

Minimum collection consignment $1,000. 

When you sell your collection at auction you should and can have immediate cash. 
Enjoy instant cash which can earn immediate interest for you at today's high interest 
rates . 

Sell your collection through the auction house first in prestige, first in dollar volume. 
Our auctions realized over $16 million in 1981. 

AUCTION GALLERIES, I NC. 
160 E. 56th Street 

New York, N.Y. 10022 
Tel.: (212) 753-6421 

Established 52 Years 
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More Finland 
Feathered Covers 

Rolf Gummesson 

This is a sequel to the presentation of Finnish feathered covers 
presented in the January 1982 Collectors Club Philatelist. 

As a keen collector of Finnish classic stamps and postal history, I 
was fortunate to be offered an opportunity to study more than 1000 
local covers sent within the Aland islands during the first two 
decades of the nineteenth century. The covers were mailed during 
the period of Swedish sovereignty before and during the war with 
Russia, which ended in 1809 with the loss of Finland and the Aland 
islands to Russia. After 1809, Finland became a special duchy 
under the Czar but administered with the old Swedish legal sys­
tem. Finland was therefore not directly united with Russia and was 
in fact governed with its own parliamant. Officials still Swedish­
speaking but with allegiance given to the Czar. 

As I indicated in my last article in the Collectors Club Philatelist, 
serpentine curves on the face of the covers indicated special deliv­
ery service. Within the serpentine were stylized crowns to indicate 
Krona-Posen or Crown Mail (official mail, in contrast to ordinary or 
sacristan mail). To further indicate the desire for speed in delivery, 
various combinations of words were also written on many of the 
covers. The table at the end of this article presents all the different 
combinations found on the covers examined. An English transla­
tion is provided for each phrase. 

As if these markings were not enough, the feathers marked the 
need for urgency. One can probably say that the feather expressed 
the sentiment to "fly like a bird." Such feather markings are known 
only used within Finland and Sweden- that is , within the Swed­
ish postal system. 

In addition to the black (signifying transportation by night) and 
white (for urgency) feathers , there were many brown or brown­
colorated feathers from forest birds on the covers studied. This is 
probably due to the forested nature of the area from which the 
covers were posted. Two covers have even been found with colored 
feathers (one blue and one yellow), which may mark royal use. 

On March 23 , 1983, the Finnish postal administration issued a 
postal letter sheet which incorporated into the value indicium a 
feather. The Finnish administration indicated that the earliest 
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known use of the feather occurred in 1760. The postal Jetter sheet 
was intended for internal and Scandinavian service. 

Table 1. 
Finnish Terms Used to Speed Mail 

Finnish Term English Translation 
Fortskaffas 
Fortskaffas genast 
Fortskaffas med ridande bud 

Fortskaffas med ridande bud 
utan minsta uppeh8.ll 

Fortskaffas med ridande bud 
utan minsta fosummelse vid an­
svar avgar 

Fortskaffas genom natten 

Fortskaffas genom natten och 
dag 
Fortskaffas utan uppeh8.ll 
Fortskaffas utan forsummelse 

Fortskaffas utan bgonblocks for­
summelse 
Fortskaffas utan minsta forsum­
melse 
Fortskaffas vid ans var utan ring­
aste forsummelse 

Fortskaffas utan ringaste for­
summelse 
Fortskaffas skyndsamt av brev­
bararen 
Fortskaffas skyndsamt 
Fortskaffas utan minsta up­
peh8.ll vid strangt ansvar 

Fortskaffas utan allra minsta 
uppeh8.ll 
Fortskaffas med stbrsta sky­
ndsamhet vid ansvar 
Fortskaffas vid ansvar utan for­
summelse 
Fortskaffas utan forsummelse 
vid ansvar 
July-August 1983 184 
Special Delivery 
Immediate special delivery 
Special delivery by riding 
messenger 
Special delivery by riding 
messenger without slighest de­
lay 
Special delivery by riding 
messenger without slightest de­
lay neglectance under obliga­
tion of dispatch 
Special delivery through the 
night 
Special delivery through night 
and day 
Special delivery without stop 
Special delivery without over­
sight 
Special delivery without a mo­
ments oversight 
Special delivery without the 
slightest oversight 
Special delivery under obliga­
tion without the slightest over­
sight 
Special delivery without the 
least obligation 
Special delivery prompt by the 
postman 
Special delivery most speedy 
Special delivery without the 
slightest stop under severe 
obligation 
Special delivery without the 
very slightest stop 
Special delivery by utmost 
speed under obligation 
Special delivery under obliga­
tion without oversight 
Special delivery without over­
sight under obligation 



Fortskaffas genast vid ansvar 

Fortskaffas vid ansvar 

Fortskaffas skyndsamt 
Fortskaffas vid ansver genom 
natten 
Fortskaffas genom natten vid 
ans var 
Fortskaffas av Lansmannen 
Wennerqvist genom natt och 
dagtid 
Fortskaffas med ridande bud 
genom natten vid laga ansvar 

Fortskaffas utan minsta forsum­
melse med hast och karl 

Fortskaffas utan minsta up­
pehall 
Fortskaffas i flygande 
Fortskaffas med all sky­
ndsamhet 
Fortskaffas utan ringaste up­
pehall 
Fortskaffas utan drojsmal 
utan nagot uppehall 

av brevbarare 
utan minsta forsummelse av 
kronobrevbararen 

Avgick fran Bartsgarden kl. 9 
om aftonen den 6 maj och skall 
med hast genom natten fort­
skaffas 
A vgar med hast och karl 
A vgar ridande 
Angelaget genast 
Angelaget 
Hogst angelaget 
Angelaget for krontjansten 
Hogst angelaget framskaffas 
genom militaren 
Ganska angelaget 
Som av vederborande brevba­
rare fortskaffas skyndsammast 
A vgar med express 
A vgii.r med all skyndsamhet 
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Special delivery at once under 
obligation 
Special delivery under obliga­
tion 
Special delivery most speedy 
Special delivery under obliga­
tion through the night 
Special delivery through the 
night under obligation 
Special delivery by sheriff Wen­
nerqvist through night and day 

Special delivery by riding 
messenger through the night 
without slightest neglectance 
Special delivery without 
slightest neglectance by horse 
and man 
Special delivery with the 
slightest stop 
Special delivery by flying 
Special delivery by all possible 
speed 
Special delivery without the 
very slightest stop 
Special delivery without delay 
Special delivery without any 
stop 
Special delivery by postman 
Special deli very without the 
slightest neglectance by the 
crown's postman 
Despatched from Barts Farm by 
9 o'clock in the evening on May 
6 and shall be delivered by 
horse through the night 
Depart by horse and man 
Depart by riding 
Urgent prompt 
Urgent 
Most urgent 
Urgent for the Crown service 
Most urgent for delivery by the 
army 
Most urgent 
To be delivered urgently by 
postman 
Despatched by special delivery 
Despatched by all speed 
 



Angelaget fortskaffas 
A vsandes genast genom natten 
direkt Balsb6le till Qwarnsbo 
utan ombyte 
Hogst angelaget ordres som 
skall fortskaffas igenom brevba­
rare med hast 
Skyndsamt fortskaffas 
Framskaffas utan minsta up­
pehaall 
Bar utan uppeh~all fortskaffas 

Bar innan aftonen vara framme 

Framskaffas ovillkorligen annu 
i dag sasom host angelaget 
Framskaffas utan forsummelse 

Framskaffas med ridande bud 
utan ringaste upperhall vid 
strangt ansvar och bar vara 
agaren till handa atminstone kl. 
10 om aftonen den 1 jan. 
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Urgent Special delivery 
Despatched immediately 
through Balsbi:ile to Qwarnsbo 
without charge 
Most urgent orders to be special 
delivered by mailman by horse 

Urgent Special delivery 
Special delivery without the 
slightest stop 
Should without stop be special 
delivered 
Should arrive before the eve­
ning 
Delivered absolutely still today 
as most urgent 
Delivered without negligect­
ance 
Delivered by riding messenger 
without the slightest stop under 
severe obligation and should be 
with the owner by hand at least 
at 10 o'clock in the evening of 
January 1. 



Interesting and 
Unusual 

Itellls frolll a 
Specialized Collection 

of China 

Part II of an Article by Carl A. Kilgas 

Russian Post Offices in China19 20 21 

Russia was the first European nation to conclude a postal treaty 
with China- the Treaty of Nerchinsk in 1689. Trade flourished and 
the Treaty of Kyakhta, in 172 7, established a string of Customs and 
Trading Stations along the ancient "Tea Road" from Russia to 
Peking. The Treaties of Tientsin (1828) and Peking (1870) author­
ized Russian merchant guilds to operate their own private posts 
along this route. 

Mail was taken by caravan from Kyakhta , a town on the Mongo­
lian border south of Lake Baikal in Russia , to Urga. From there , 
Russian soldiers (official Manchu bannerman) carried it to Kalgan , 
near the Great Wall , where it was picked up by the Min Chu for 
delivery to Tientsin and Peking. 

In 1870, official Russian post offices were opened at Urga, Kal­
gan, Tientsin, and Peking. The letter rate was 10 kopeks and current 
Russian stamps , with identifying cancellations, were used. A pair 
of these stamps canceled at Tientsin is shown in Fig. 9. 

19Hsu, I.C.Y., in Foreign Relations, p. 155 . 
20Ibid. , p . 162. 

21Tchilinghirian , S.D., and Stephen , W.S.E. , Stamps of the Russian Empire Used 
Abroad , parts 3 and 5 (Aberlour: British Society of Russian Philately, 1958) . 

Fig. 9. An example of a 
pair of Russian 8 kopecks 
canceled at Tientsin. 
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Fig. 10. Commercial cover 
with KIT AI overprinted 
stamps. 

q U ?u 

With the opening of the Trans-Siberian Railroad to Vladivostok 
in 1896, a sea route was open to Chinese ports south of Tientsin. 
Additional Russian post offices were then set up at Shanghai, 
Chefoo, and Hankow. In 1899, Russian stamps overprinted KITA! 

(China) were used by their offices in China. 
The postcard shown in Fig. 10 originated at Port Arthur, Man­

churia, on February 7, 1901. Grunberg & Reilly Importers requested 
information on railroad supplies from a firm in Chicago. 

ROUTING 
Packet Boat from Port Arthur to Chefoo indicated by the 

purple rectangular 10 x 40 mm chop. 
Russian post office in Chefoo canceled the 1 and 3 kopek 

stamps in purple-a single circle cancel. 
Russian post office in Shanghai added additional 1 kopek 

stamp and canceled it with a double circle in black­
February 12. "NAGASAKI, JAPAN" in black for Pacific 
crossing to the United States. 

Japanese Post Offices in China22 

In January, 1867, the Pacific Mail Steamship Company began mail 
service between Hong Kong and San Francisco. In March, 1875 , the 
Mitsubishi Steamship Company of Japan purchased the branch 
line between Yokohama and Shanghai operated by the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company. On April 18, 1876, an Imperial Japanese 
Postal Agency (1.J .P.A.) was established in Shanghai. Regular 
Japanese stamps were used. This soon became very popular for 
dispatching trans-Pacific mail via Yokohama-a more direct route 
to the United States and Canada than through Hong Kong. The 
single letter rate was 5 sen. Fig. 11 illustrates a letter from Shanghai 
to the United States via the l.J .P.A. 
22Han, Ho-yun. "Historical Survey of the Japanese Post Office in China," in Cheng's 
Stamp Journal, vol. 3, no. 4 Uune 20 , 1979), p. 27. 
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United States Postal Agency in China23 24 25 26 

In 1786, an American consulate was opened in the offices of Russel 
& Company, Forwarding Agents, in Canton and trading was brisk. 
In 1789, it was reported that five American vessels were anchored 
at Canton when eleven more sailed into the harbor. However, it was 
not until after the first Anglo-Chinese war ended that another 
consulate was opened, at Amoy in 1844. 

In 1860, Shanghai was the mail trading center. American in­
terests were having an increasingly difficult time with their mail , 
which was carried by private vessels or by British and French lines. 
Postal service was uncertain and rates were both erratic and ex­
pensive. No regular mail lines between China and the United States 
had been established, so an appeal was sent to Congress demanding 
faster, cheaper, and more dependable service. 

In 1865 , a mail contract was awarded to the Pacific Steamship 
8Qlllpany, with service to begin on January 1, 1867. On June 11 of 
that year, U.S. Consul General George F. Seward was appointed 
"Postal Agent" at Shanghai , to operate out of the consulate, the 
distribution center for all U.S. mail to or from China . Regular U.S. 

23Koffsky, Peter L. The Consul General's Shanghai Postal Agency 1867-1907 (Wash­
ington: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1972) . 
24 Koffsky, Peter L. American Postal Service in China 1867-1896 (Washington: 
Smithsonian Institution Press , 1972), p. 3. 
25Riddell , J.D. " United States Postal Agency in Shanghai , China," in Journal of 
Chinese Philately , vol. 11, no. 3 (February 1964), p. 42. 
2 6 Bounds , Harvey. "United States Postal Agency , Shanghai, Ch ina, " in Stamp 
Specialist book 18 (H.L. Lundquist , 1947), p. 50. 

Fig. 11 . Cover with 5 sen 
Japanese stamp canceled 
withBota marking. l.J.P.A. 
SHANGHAI c ircular 
datestamp in black on the 
front with YOKOHAMA 
JAPAN I 6 May 1884 tran­
sit marking and a FLUSH­
ING N.Y. / Jun 12 receiving 
marking . A red SAN 
FRANCISCO I PAID ALL 
transit marking with June 
4 date is on the reverse . 
Total transit time was 37 
days . 
Collectors Club Philatelist 189 



Fig. 12. Cover with 5 cent 
1882 brown Garfield with 
U.S. POSTAL AGENCY 
SHANGHAI oval in violet 
for 21OCT87 and FLUSH­
ING N.Y. re ce iving 
marking in black dated 
NOV 25 1887. Back­
stamped with red transit 
SAN FRANCISCO PAID 
ALL, November 17. Total 
transit time was 35 days . 

Fig. 13. Cover with 5 cent 
blue 1898 Grant issue with 
posting in Boston on Au­
gust 14, 1900. A San Fran­
cisco transit marking of 
A u g u s t 1 8 i s c o m­
p le men t e d by a U.S. 
POST AL AGENCY SHAN­
GHAI receiving mark of 
September 15, a SHAN­
GHAI Chinese post office 
transit mark for September 
16, and a CHEFOO 
Chinese post office 
receiving marking for Sep­
tember 18. Total transit 
time was 35 days. 

/ ' 

\. \ 

/ / 

-, ,/ 

stamps continued to be used. Fig. 12 shows an outgoing letter from 
Shanghai to Flushing, New York dated 1887, and Fig. 13 illustrates 
incoming mail from Boston to the U.S. Consul at Chefoo, dated 
1900. 

German Post Offices in China27 26 

In 1886, the Norddeutsche-Lloyd Steamship Company extended 
its services to Shanghai. At their request, a German Postal Agency 
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was established on August 16, 1886 at the German consulate in 
Shanghai and placed under the control of the Bremen Head Post 
Office , which supplied the current German stamps to be sold at the 
consulate. 

At this time the Imperial Chinese Government requested that no 
more German post offices be set up. This request was ignored and 
several more were established, including Tientsin in 1893. Fig. 14 
shows a cover with the first type of German cancel used in China. 
Germany was the last country to set up its own post office in China 
before 1900. German stamps overprinted for use in China did not 
arrive until 1898. 

Foreign Local Post Offices in China: 
The "Treaty Port" lssues29 '30 

Shanghai, strategically located near the mouth of the Yangtze River 
about midway between Tientsin and Hong Kong, soon led all other 
Treaty Ports in trade. Prompt communications between the various 
Treaty Ports soon became vital. 

In 1863, the British and French Post Offices were primarily 
interested in mail into and out of China-not within. Mail service 
within China was slow and very unsatisfactory to the resident 
foreigners. 

27Zimmerman, W.H. "History of the Philatelic Documents of the German Post Office 
in China," in Journal of Chinese Philately , vol. 18, nos. 4 (April 1971) and 5 (June 
1971). Translated by E.N. Lane from Asien-Rundbrief. 
28Reinhardt , E.J. "German Forerunner Stamps of China, August 1886-March 1902," 
in China Clipper, vol. 19, no. 2 (February 1950), p. 30. 

29Koffsky, Peter I. Development of Postal Services at Shanghai (Washington: 
Smithsonian Institution Press , 1972), p. 35 . 
30Reinhardt , E.J. "Shanghai Local Post," in China Clipper, vol. 19, nos. 2 (January 
1954), p. 22 , and 6 (September 1955), p. 84. 

Fig. 14. Cover with two of 
the 20 pf German issue of 
1880 with a KAISERLICH 
DEUTSCHE POST AGEN­
TUR SHANGHAI, Novem­
ber 1, 1889 marking and a 
Doman Germany back­
stamp for December 10. 
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Fig. 15. A full sheet of one 
of the earlier local post 
office issues. 

Shanghai Local Post 

Recognizing the communication problem, the Shanghai Municipal 
Council, the governing body for this International Settlement, set 
up a post office in 1864 to handle local mail on a subscription basis. 
Non-subscribers were allowed to use the service by paying a fee for 
posting a letter. In 1865, stamps were issued to make pre-payment 
easier. 

The operation turned out to be so successful that a com­
munications network was set up by establishing branches in the 
other major Treaty Port settlements. Min Chu, however, continued 
to handle ninety-nine percent of the native mail. 

The Shanghai Local Post Office system became so prosperous 
that it even considered joining the U.P .U. in 1892. However, the 
subscription system was suddenly abolished at the end of that year, 
and the use of the local stamps or an advance deposit was in­
stituted. To make pre-payment easier in their branches, the Shan­
ghai Local Post proposed to furnish all stamps required by their 
branches, but at a cost that was considered prohibitive. 31 32 

As a result, the branches decided to become independent of 
Shanghai, keep their attractive profits , issue their own stamps, and 
make a reciprocal agreement with the Shanghai Local Post Office. 
The first of these local stamps was issued late in 1894. Again, 
Imperial China was deprived of substantial revenues. 

Three Treaty Port Usages 

Fig. 16 illustrates an inter-port usage, Chinkiang Local Post to 
Shanghai in 1895.33 Seven cents postage was pre-paid, using 
Chinkiang Local stamps. The cover has a number of legitimate 
postal markings. The cancels were all designed by R.A. de Villard 
of the Customs Service, who made an original drawing of suggested 
brass "chops" which could be produced in Chinkiang. He also 
noted that a "changeable date insert" could be "got out of England." 
Two types of cancels were used on this cover: 

CHINKIANG LOCAL SERVICE-to cancel the stamps and to 
record the posting date (October 22, 1895) [also on the 
reverse). 

" Dougan, Charles , ed. Th e Shanghai Postal System (State College, Pa.: A.P.S. 
Handbook Series , 1981) . 
32Johnson, Malcom. "The Treaty Port Issues of China," in Nineteen th American 
Philatelic Congress Book, 1953, p. 1. 

33Dougan , Charles , ed ., op. ci t. Chapter 3, "Chinkiang," by Carl A. Kilgas. 
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CHINKIANG LOCAL SERVICE with Chinese characters for 
Chinkiang in the center, instead of a posting date (also on 
the reverse). 

Three registration chops were used: 
REGISTERED in a rectangular box 48 mm long, with letters 4 
mm high. Registry number 93, used in Chinkiang. 
REGISTERED without box. Letters 8 mm high, 37 mm long. 
Large red "R" in oval- used in Shanghai. 

Fig. 17 demonstrates usage to a foreign country, Foochow to the 
United States , with the local stamps recognized as valid. Fig. 18 
shows commercial usage, Kewkiang to Shanghai. 34 Few covers 
exist with the KEWKIANG LOCAL POSTPAID chop used in lieu of 
stamps. Livingston had seen only two or three. 

The Treaty Port Local Post Offices, with the exception of Shan­
ghai, were taken over by the National Post Office on November 1, 

1897, eleven months after the newly formed National Post Office 
opened. With an efficient organization handling mail in the Shan­
ghai area, the Shanghai Local Post was allowed to continue op­
erations (but on a greatly reduced scale) until it was absorbed by the 
Republic of China Postal Administration in 1912. 

I Chan, Min Chu, foreign controlled post offices, and the foreign 

J/~~. 
JJ_, k. ~. 

34lbid . Chapter 8, "Kewkiang," by Carl A. Kilgas. 

Fig. 16. A Registered and Paid 
philatelically-inspired Capt. 
Binns cover. If these philate­
lic covers did not exist, much 
of China 's postal history of 
this period would have been 
lost. 

Fig. 17. A co lorful "rice" 
paper cover originating at 
the Methodist Mission 
Press at Foochow, a 1 cent 
Foochow Local stamp is 
affixed and canceled octo­
ber 24, 1895. It was routed 
through the U.S. Postal 
Agency at Shanghai where 
the U.S. 10 cent Webster 
was affixed and canceled 
November 2. A San Fran­
cisco transit marking in 
black was applied on 
November 29 and a 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
receiving mark in black on 
December 3 , for a total 
transit time of 40 days. 
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Fig. 18. Cover with KEW­
KIANG LOCAL POST oval 
chop in violet for August 
28, 1894. The KEWKIANG 
LOCAL POST PAID oval 
c h o p i n d i c a t e d p r e­
pa yment. The red wax reg­
istry seal is impressed 
with the local post bi­
lingual chop . There is a 
SHANGHAI LOCAL POST 
receiving mark in blue for 
August 30. 

controlled Treat Port Local Post Offices were the major obstacles 
Robert Hart had to surmount in achieving his plan to unify China's 
divergent postal systems. 

Two phases remained in the final stages of Hart's plan for a 
National Post Office: the issuance of adhesive for postage pre­
payment, and the establishment of an Imperial Chinese National 
Post Office for the benefit of almost half a billion native Chinese. 

To be continued 
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''From 
The Clubhouse'' 

Account of the October 20, 1982 Meeting 
W. Danforth Walker: Grenada Postal History 

Some time before the discovery of the New World by the Spanish, 
Grenada was populated by the Arawaks Indians . They were con­
quered by the cannabalistic Caribs who were well entrenched 
when Columbus arrived on August 15 , 1498 on his third voyage; he 
named the island Conception. Before 1608, 203 Englishmen ar­
rived to settle on Grenada, but when the Caribs proved hostile the 
settlement was abandoned. From Columbus' sighting up until the 
French attempted their first settlement, the Spanish and the Por­
tugese evinced little interest in the island. 

Around 1615, residents of Martinique acquired Grenada and, in 
_1638, brought in settlers . Again the attempt at settlement failed in 
the face of hostile indians. In 1650 the French made a second, 
successful attempt to settle the island, killing or forcing the remov­
al of all the Caribs. The French ruled the island until 1762 when the 
British captured Grenada during the Seven Years War. 

The only known mail is official correspondence in French 
museums without any postal marking and date-lined Grenada; 
apparently the mail passed through Martinique on its way to 
France. 

With British occupation came settlers who acquired the planta­
tions of the former French residents. The earliest reported cover 
from Grenada during the British period is dated 22 May 1764, a 
ship letter that was charged 1 shilling and 1 pence. This marking 
was crossed off and a "2N5" (2 shillings and 5 pence) penned on for 
the total postal charges for the recipient. The packet route had 
Barbados as its first stop, then Grenada, St. Kitts, Jamaica, Pensaco­
la, St. Augustine, Savannah, and then to England. 

Between 1779 and late 1783, during the American Revolution, 
French forces again occupied Grenada. The Treaty of Versailles 
stipulated that Grenada was to be returned to Britain by 19 Decem­
ber 1783, but Britain did not take control until the following month. 
It was somewhat afterwards that Grenada's first identifiable postal 
marking was used; the earliest reported cover is dated 1 August 
1784. British control lasted until Grenada achieved independence 
and with it control over its own post office. A full-fledged post 
office was established at St. George's and the first marking was a 
straight line handstamp with no year date. 
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Fig. 1. The Carriacou double 
arc of which four examples 
have been reported. It always 
appears with the "A" index 
letter, even in the proof. Its 
issuance coincides with Be­
rmuda and Carriacou be­
coming packet stops . 

Grenada used a very distinctive crown handstamp from 1786 
until 1799, the only West Indian island to have such an ornate 
handstamp. After about 1790 virtually all Grenada handstamps 
were used exclusively on packet mail. Ship letters either received 
no postal marking or special ship letter markings after this date. 

The earliest reported dated marking from Grenada is a straight 
line handstamp with Grenada in capitals dated 9 November 1805. 
This marking was used well into the 1820s. The reason dated 
postmarks were introduced in the West Indian islands stemmed 
from an insurance fraud. Plantation owners, learning of losses of 
ships' cargoes, would apply for insurance with backdated letters to 
cover the cargoes. There was no good way of determining when a 
letter was posted. After about 1801 Grenada ceased using the year 
date in the postmark, giving only the month and the day. 

In 1799 a ship letter handstamp was introduced. The marking 
has a crown in a circle in the center of a double oval with Ship 
Letter on top and Grenada on the bottom between the double oval 
lines. This is an elusive marking with only about half a dozen 
examples known. Normally plantation owners would hand letters 
bound for England directly to the ship captain, avoiding the post 
office and the ship letter handstamp. When a letter was posted late 
for a packet, the post office would deliver the letter directly to t~ 
ship and the letter would be carried loose to Falmouth. Upon 
landing, these letters would have the first marking applied. Since 
the packet was a Leeward Island packet, the marking would be the 
Leeward Island F with the date the letter arrived (shown in the 
frames was the only reported example originating in Grenada). 

Mail from the colonies arrived unpaid in Britain. Britain did 
have a long-standing regulation that mail from a colony to a foreign 
country must be pre-paid. In 1852 Grenada received a trans-circle 

The November ! 84 7 patket raute 
irnm B~ Fn).uda to He tbke~ with a 
st-0p at C;.urh.cou . ittl flr$t-s-che-d­
w!~d :Sieam pa<eket serv-kc~ 
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"Paid in Grenada" handstamp to distinguish pre-paid mail (it saw 
short usage as postage stamps were introduced in 1858). There are 
few reported examples of this marking (shown in the frames was an 
1855 letter to Madiera with a red Paid at Grenada and rated 2/ and 
with a blue 160, most likely a Madiera marking). 

A postal notice of 12 January 1858 stipulated that beginning on 1 
February 1858 pre-payment of postage between the West Indies 
and the United Kingdom was compulsory. As a convenience to 
meet this requirement, British adhesives (the ld, 4d, and 6d de­
nominations) were sent to Grenada. The St. George 's post office 
was assigned the A-15 obliterator to cancel the stamps. Sometime 
after the first two shipments, the 1/ denomination was also sup­
plied; however, we do not know the number sent and covers are 
elusive (shown was a 1/ adhesive on cover. Six pence was the 
packet rate and normally a double-rated letter would have two of 
the 6d adhesives applied). 

About March, 1859 Grenada ran out of the 6d adhesives and 
began using mixed value £rankings. (Shown was the only reported 
cover with two singles of the ld and a single 4d, dated 22 March 
1859.) While Gibbons lists a 2d British adhesive used in Grenada, 
to date no copies used on the island have been seen. The listing 
copy is on piece but is suspect. When the item was auctioned in the 
late 1960s it was withdrawn and has not been seen since. 

Since the British were not keen to subsidize the postal systems 
for the West Indian islands , they forced the local governments to 
assume responsibility for their post offices. Grenada assumed con­
trol on 1 May 1860. This was contrary to the wishes of the in­
habitants because of the substantial costs involved (the local legisl­
ature fought the transfer of control). They failed to order Grenada 
adhesives and Grenada reverted to the Paid at Grenada handstamp 
(see Fig. 2). 

Fig. 2. Crowned Circle "Paid 
At Grenada," 1 May 1860. No 
stamps had been ordered 
when Grenada gained control 
of its post office so they re­
verted to use of the hand­
stamp. 
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Fig. 3. Use of the bisect on 
newspaper. The bisect was for 
the 1/zd newspaper rate. No 
1/zd stamps were produced 
until Grenada joined the UPU 
in 1881. 

Shown in the frames was the only reported cover to France with 
the first two Grenada adhesives, mailed at the 6d packet rate to 
France that existed until 1863. The postage rate at this time was 6d 
to Britain; Zd additional was required to take the mail to France. 
The cover is dated late 1861. The earliest reported Grenada reg­
istered cover was also displayed, franked at 1/3. The rate to Britain 
was 1/ (thus the two 6d adhesives) with a registration fee of ld. This 
is the only reported example with the 3d combined registration fee . 

Grenada had a late fee handstamp and charged a ld fee for 
posting a letter after the post office closed on the afternoon before 
the packet sailed. A Zd late fee was charged on letters mailed on the 
morning the packet arrived (both fees were shown on covers in the 
frames) . 

Grenada introduced an inland mail service on 1 October 186l. 
Six parishes other than the main parish at St. George 's were given 
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distinct cancellations lettered A through F; the cancellations were 
distributed clockwise to the parishes around the island. Guave, the 
first parish to the north of St. George 's , was given A and St. David's, 
on the south side of the island and the Grenadine island of Car­
riacou was given F. The inland service was short-lived , ceasing on 
31December1862 due to the financial burden. On 1October1872 
the second inland system started and the original postmark devices 
were re-distributed to the parishes. However, the relatively un­
populated St. David's parish, instead of having only one post office, 
received two! Since the first marking with the letter Eis very scarce, 
it is unusual that a second office, assigned G, would be opened. 
Nevertheless this was done and the E and Gare the scarcest alpha­
bet cancelations. 

After 1885, double circle parish markings were replaced with 
single circle handstamps, but the letters were retained. In 1888 
there was a shortage of 4d adhesives for the single rate to Britain 
and the UPU countries. As a substitute, mixed value frankings were 
used (Fig. 3}. At this time a provisional 4d adhesive was made by 
overprinting a Grenada revenue stamp. Victoria received letter B 
where the cover in Fig. 4 originated. It is a registered envelope to 
the Canal Zone, franked with the 2d registry indicium on the 
reverse and 7d in postage for a letter weighing 11/2 ounces. Grenada 
contributed many workers, initially, to the Canal construction 
effort. Recruiters traveled throughout the West Indies promising 
workers a great deal, but when many arrived the were dis­
illusioned. Some died of disease and many returned home. 

There are two known alphabet bisect covers and four known 
Chalan bisect covers. Shown was a cover mailed at the C post 
office, thought at first to be located at the north end of Grenada. It 
was posed on 27October1877 to France. The cover, and a virtually 
identical sister to the same addressee about the same period a 
couple of months earlier, was initially franked 8d. When it arrived 
at St. George's it was held and the sender was notified. The rate 

Fig. 4 . Use of the Yid, ld , and 
2%d franking. The "C" hand­
stamp was used where the 
Caribs jumped off a cliff rather 
than surrender to the French 
in the 1650s. The GPO used a 
4d provisional stamp. 
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Fig. 5. Registered cover to the 
Canal Zone. 

from Grenada to France in 1877 was 1d in Grenada, 10d sea post­
age, and 21/zd for the exchange from Britain to France, for a total of 
1/l1/2 . The cover had an additional 1/2d adhesive applied for a total 
franking of 81/zd. The cover is inadequately franked for the correct 
weight marking that appears in red crayon. Why this cover was not 
properly franked is a mystery. 

For the first twenty years of stamp production, Grenada issued to 
values of stamps, a 1d and a 6d. When the rate to Britain was 
increased from 6d to 11, letters had to be franked with two 6d 
stamps. When the first postal laws were enacted in 1861 , there was 
a provision for a 1/zd inland postage rate for newspapers. It was 
stipulated that a 1d adhesive would be bisected for the rate. Fig. 5 is 
a piece from a Grenada newspaper, the St. George 's Government 
Gazette, to Britain, with 1d for the newspaper rate to Britain and th 
1/zd rate for Grenada. It was sent from Grenville, with a double circle 
B. 

Grenada joined the UPU on 1January 1881 and the UPU rate for 
foreign overseas mail was set at 4d per half ounce. Prior to joining 
the UPU Grenada had always charged an extra 1d if a letter was 
mailed at one of the parish post offices to the general post office at 
St. George's or, if the rate was 6d and it was mailed from ah inland 
office, a total franking of 7d was required. Even after joining, 
Grenada maintained the extra 1d inland charge through 23 Septem­
ber 1885 when a widely applauded change in the regulations eli­
minated the extra charge. 

Carriacou, the largest of the Grenadines, lies north of Grenada. It 
had a very irregular mail service and during the early years little 
mail is known from the island. The single circle F postmark was 
introduced in 1885-1886. 

On 15 February 1896 a mail and passenger boat began began a 
scheduled route down to the Grenadines, to Carriacou, starting at 
Kingston, then St. Vincennes , stopping at Beckway, Canoe, Nyra, 
Union Island, and finally at Carriacou. As it was not an official 
mail boat, and upon receipt at Carriacou, a cover coming down the 
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islands would receive a Ship Letter Grenada transit marking. Three 
of the five known examples of the Ship Letter Grenada marking 
occur on postage due stamps. A letter carried on this service un­
derpaid would receive a Grenada postage due adhesive which_ 
would be canceled at Carriacou with the Ship Letter Grenada 
marking. At other times the only way the Ship Letter Grenada 
marking would appear would be as a transit mark on complete 
cover. For a letter mailed at Carriacou to St. Vincennes would use 
the Carriacou postmark to cancel the adhesive; the Ship Letter 
Grenada marking would not appear on the stamp. The postmark 
saw very little use and is known from 3 December 1904 to 24 April 
1905 even though this mailboat service is known to have lasted far 
beyond this period. 

With the opening of the second inland post, a second post office 
was established at St. George's on 1 November 1873. The G post 
office ended up having 4 locations during the period 1872 to 1907, 
when the post office ceased to exist. Its first location was on the 
main road from the parish courthouse to capital and GPO. In 1886 
the G post office moved from almost on the border of St. George 's 
parish to just on the St. David's side of the border. In 1897 the post 
office was moved to the town of Perdmontemps. The postmistress 
at this town, a Ms. Cato, lasted only a short period of time and a 
terse newspaper account after about one year at this location in­
dicated that Ms . Cato was dismissed. The post office was moved 
out of St. David's parish into St. George 's to a location close to the 
town of St. Paul's. The post office continued for a couple of years at 
this location until the St. Paul 's post office was developed and the 
G cancel retired. St. Paul's post office was started with a circular 
datestamp in the early 1900s. 

Fig. 6 shows a registered envelope mailed at the small village of 
Crochu on 14 April 1909. The red Grenada BWI registration label 
was locally produced. 

Fig. 6. The earliest reported 
cover from Crochu, 14 April 
1909. This post office opened 
on 3 January 1903. The regis­
tration label was loca lly pro­
duced. 
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The 1914 
British Overprints 
on Stail1ps 
of Togo 

J. Wilson 

Debate about the exact sequence of events during the overprinting 
by the British of captured German stamps of Togo during 1914 has 
been going for a very long time. In my own case, acquisition of a 
complete sheet of the narrow setting, value surcharged "one pen­
ny" on 5 pfg (SG28) caused me to look more closely into the 
methods used for the overprinting. 

The stamps were printed in Germany in sheets of one hundred in 
a 10 x 10 format. The British overprinting was carried out in 
settings of 50, being 5 horizontal rows of 10 stamps. Therefore, each 
sheet of 100 passed through the overprinting press twice. 

The particular point of interest for me on the sheet was the 
curious appearance of a wide space between the "nn" of "penny" in 
sheet position 91 , a space which did not appear in the 
corresponding position in the upper setting, that is , position 41. 
This occurrence was documented by both Dal wick and Greenwood 
in their respective works on the subject, but no explanation was 
offered at the time. 

I began by asking what type of machine would be likely to exist in 
printing shops of the early 1900s, and the answers were all to the 
effect that the machine would have been of the sheet-fed platen 
type. I then made more detailed enquiries at the St. Bride Library in 
London's Fleet Street district and was not only given free access to 
trade machinery catalogues of the period but was also treated to a 
demonstration of the entire printing process on an actual machine 
of the period. The discussion which I had with the staff at St. Bride 
answered many of my questions and I hope they will answer some 
of the long-standing points of debate. 

First, the reason for passing the sheets of stamps through the 
press twice. The standard explanation is that there was a shortage 
of type available, and the presence in the settings of letters from 
different type faces would suggest that this was true. However, 
there is another, practical operating, reason that was explained to 
me at St. Bride in some detail. 
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In a sheet-fed platen press (see Fig. 1) the type itself is held in a 
form which is mounted vertically, facing the operator. The first 
operation is the passing of ink rollers across the face of the type, the 
rollers then withdrawing. The sheet of paper to be printed is then 
placed on the platen, which is normally sloping downwards away 
from the operator. Precise locating of the sheet on the platen is 
obtained by inserting register pins on the paper covering and 
having the sheet slide into them. Normally two pins hold the sheet 
at the bottom and one pin positions the sheet at its side. The platen 
then moves away from the operator into the vertical position, 
carrying the sheet into contact with the inked type and then with­
drawing to the original rest position. And so to the point: it was 
normal practice for a printer to arrange the position of the type form 
so that, when inserting a sheet of paper onto the register pins, as 
much as half of the sheet would still protrude above the platen so 
that the printer could maintain a grip on the paper for ease of 
registration and removal. The staff at St. Bride were of the opinion 
that a professional printer of the period, even if he had enough type, 
would still set up a half sheet type form and pass the sheets through · 
the press twice in order to speed up the printing operation and 
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maintain good registration of the overprint on the stamps. 
Clearly, if the type form were originally clamped to the press 

with the type face upright, the lower half of the sheet would receive 
the first impression. After all the sheets had passed through once , 
the form would be removed, inverted, and re-clamped onto the 
press, whereupon all the sheets would be passed through the press 
again, this time upside down to receive the second impression. 
Again, the staff at St. Bride advised me that it would be normal 
practice for the printer to check the form after removal from the 
press for loose type or damage and to re-clamp the entire form 
before remounting it on the press. 

It would be entirely reasonable for the wide-spaced "penny" 
variety to be caused by differing clamp pressure on the form , either 
on the first impression, corrected by re-clamping for the second, or 
on the second impression following removal and replacement of 
the form in the press. 

The question can now be posed, Which was the first impression, 
the lower setting on the sheet or the upper setting? To the layman 
like myself, it would seem, at first glance , to be normal to set the 
form on the press with the type face in the correct position for 
reading, albeit right to left. However, if we consider the type of 
work which a printer would be carrying out on the machine (such 
as headed notepaper or similar work), it would be more sensible to 
use the form inverted and insert the paper upside down, since this 
would allow the printer to hold onto the unprinted end of the sheet 
as previously described. This is, in fact , the way that the process 
was demonstrated to me. Further corroboration comes from Dal­
wick, who reported that a sheet of the 20 pfg existed with the upper 
half in 3mm setting and the lower half in 2mm setting. If we accept 
the sequence of 3mm setting before 2mm setting, the conclusion 
must be that the printer was indeed printing the upper half of the 
sheets first. This would mean that the wide-spaced "penny" variety 
occurred on the second pass of the sheets through the press. I think 
that this is the most reasonable assumption. 

Now assuming that the practical sequence of printing is as de­
scribed, we can take a look at the whole British overprinting on the 
German Togo stamps from the printer 's point of view. 

There seems little doubt that the setting of 50 overprints re­
mained basically the same throughout all the printing operations­
that is , the 3mm "wide" setting, 3mm with additional value sur­
charge, 2mm "narrow" setting, and 2mm with value surcharge. 
This assumption is borne out by the existence of blocks and multi­
ples the various issues of which show a consistency of characteris­
tics in matching positions in all settings except in the notable cases 
of the "TOG" error and the wide-spaced "penny. " 

It would seem that the original "wide" setting overprint was 
applied to all values of German stamps without any account of the 
use to which the stamps were to be put. In fact, reports suggest that , 
initially at least, all overprinted stamps were treated as having a 
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face value of one penny. When it became apparent that the greatest 
demand would be for the ld and 1/2d values, the decision was made 
to surcharge two of the pfennig values as one penny and half penny. 
The correct corresponding pfennig values would have been 10 pfg 
and 5 pfg, so the "half penny" surcharge was applied to the 3 pfg 
and the "one penny" to the 5 pfg. 

The surcharge was added as a second operation on already over­
printed stamps, and this can be seen to be so when the stamps are 
inspected, the surcharged being badly aligned relative to the origin­
al overprint. The totals printed for the 3 pfg and 5 pfg (that is, the 
"wide" setting plus wide setting with surcharge) were 2000 of e~ch 
value, being split into 1200 without surcharge and 800 with. In 
other words, a total of 20 sheets of each value. I would suggest that 
from the printer 's point of view, the original 20 sheets would be a 
reasonable quantity to overprint. When the instruction came to add 
the value surcharge, it must have been obvious that to pass the low 
value sheets through the press four times was unnecessarily 
laborious , and the idea was abandoned after 8 sheets out of the 20 
had been so treated. 

At that point the form was reset to close up the lines of type so 
that the half penny and the one penny surcharges would fit more 
easily on the stamp. We thus have the 2mm "narrow" setting with 
value surcharge on the 3 and 5 pfg stamps and the 2mm "narrow" 
setting without surcharge on the other pfennig values. Again from a 
practical point of view, I would suggest that, since the reason for 
closing up the spacing was to insert a surcharge, the low value 
stamps with surcharge were printed first, the surcharge type being 
then removed before printing the remaining stamps. 

Although some of the details I have given here are already 
documented, my purpose in repeating them is to show how I came 
to my suggested sequence of overprinting, which is as follows : 

1. Original setting of 50 overprints applied to all values of 
German stamp available. 

2. Of the 20 sheets of 3 pfg and 5 pfg with 3mm setting, 8 of each 
were further surcharged. 

3. 2mm setting of overprint with value added, that is , the two low 
values 3 pfg and 5 pfg. 

4. The remainder of the 2mm setting after the surcharge type was 
removed from the form. 

Again from the printers ' point of view, I would suggest (and here 
I agree with Reiner's opinion*) that the time elapsed between the 
first 3mm setting and the 2mm value surcharge second setting was 
very short, in the order of 2 or 3 days. Clearly, it does not take a very 
long time to print such small numbers of stamps (about 120 sheets 
of the 3mm setting in total), and I certainly disagree in this case 
with Gibbons in their estimate of two weeks between issue of the 

*In Verlaufer, the Germany Philatelic Society, Colonies Study Group . 
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3mm and 2mm settings. 
As a final footnote, I would point out that the method outlined for 

applying the overprints could clearly explain the existence of the 
10 pfg wide setting overprint where one setting of 50 was applied 
inverted. If a sheet of the 10 pfg had missed the first pass through 
the press, and was then inserted at the second pass twice, one 
setting would obviously be inverted. One could always be suspi­
cious and suggest philatelic fiddling on the part of the printer, but if 
I had been there I would have chosen to invert a rarer value than the 
10 pfg. 
Classified 
Advertisement 

Wanted: A member to work with the Advertising Manager to deve­
lop improved graphics for our advertisers. The individual will 
have a background in advertising design. The pay is quite low but 
you will have the satisfaction of breaking new ground in philatelic 
advertising graphics and enhancing the Collectors Club Philatelist 
as an advertising venue. Contact the Editor. 
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Philatelic Judging 

Part II of an Article by Robert P. Odenweller 

Use of F.I.P. Commission Rules and Guidelines 

The days of the idiosyncratic approach to judging are gone, or 
should be. A lack of agreement on what constituted an award at a 
given level, coupled with strong personalities or equally strong 
biases led to some interesting results in the past. Currently, howev­
er, enough sensible expression of the required elements has per­
mitted a stronger agreement to be reached. In the latter part of the 
1970s the Commissions of the Federation de Philatelie(F.l.P.) con­
sidered the codification of desired elements within their respective 
fields and evolved rules and guidelines which have been adopted 
by F.l.P. Although these are only binding at the F.l.P. international 
level, they are highly recommended for use by national exhibitions 
to permit a direct transition from the national to the international 
level. 

Each judge should be very familiar with the F.l.P. rules and 
guidelines for the areas he is to judge, particularly if he is to judge at 
the international level. He should also be aware that such rules are 
not necessarily static but may change as tastes in collecting and 
exhibiting change, so the most recent set should be used. For 
example, some commissions which at one time preferred the use of 
a point system have now eliminated it. Others have arrived at a 
clearer definition of what constitutes an exhibit in their area. Any 
exhibit which does not meet the specific rules of one of the more 
specialized commissions will be judged as a traditional collection, 
according to the rules of the Commission for Traditional Philately 
(see appendix). This prevents a well meaning exhibitor from being 
rejected by one set of judges and unwanted by any others . Natural­
ly, the results of being judged in an area other than that originally 
intended by the exhibitor may be quite different from what other­
wise might be the case , but at least the exhibit will be given some 
evaluation. More often, however, judges will transfer exhibits by 
agreement with the other categories. The usual victims of un­
intended transfer are would-be postal history exhibits, prepared by 
exhibitors who do not understand what is required to form a postal 
history exhibit. An understanding of the rules is very important for 
these cases. 

If disputes should arise concerning the importance or lack of it in 
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an element of the exhibit, the rules are often a first source of the 
definitive answer. Guidelines give more of an analysis and ex­
planation of the intent of the rules. If neither of these is sufficient, at 
internationals there are usually on the jury either the presidents or 
members of the Bureau of the Commission who can provide a 
pro~er interpretation. In matters affecting the F.I.P. General Reg­
ulat10ns, the F.I.P. President is a member of the jury with the 
specific responsibility of adjudicating any problems regarding 
them if they cannot be answered by other means. 

At the national level, of course, little should be of such a nature 
that it cannot be resolved by the published rules. In such cases that 
arise, the organizing committee may be viewed as a court of last 
resort. 

International Procedures 

The purpose of the requirement that any aspiring F.I.P. judge act as 
an apprentice before serving as a judge is for him to learn what is 
involved at the international level, not only with the techniques of 
judging, but also the procedures involved. A brief statement of 
these procedures should ease the adjustment to them even further. 

Upon arrival at the exhibition city, the judge will usually either 
be met or will find a welcoming booth with a helpful staff at the 
usual transportation points such as the airports . Normally, a pack­
age of information will be sent before the judges leave their home 
countries for the show. 

Whatever the preparation by the organization may be, the most 
important information to find out is where and when to be for the 
first meeting of the jury. Often the room will be in a hard-to-find 
location and credentials to get to the area while exhibits are still 
being mounted may only be available later. It is usually best to 
locate some of the other judges, particularly the local ones, and 
agree to meet and go with them, assuming they have found out 
where to go. In countries where you do not speak the language, this 
can be particularly useful. Most often, however, there will be a bus 
leaving from the jury hotel with plenty of informed people who 
know the way on it. 

At the first meeting the president and officers of the jury will be 
elected. This is usually a formality with the actual choices having 
taken place much earlier, so one should suppress any urge that 
might arise to propose anyone else. Jury assignments will be made, 
with teams appointed and areas to be covered given to each team. 
The teams will then either elect from their group a team chief, or the 
chief will be designated by the president of the jury. This team chief 
will be responsible for recording and submitting the findings of the 
team, as well as acting as spokesman for the team in matters of 
disputes between teams . More about that later. 
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The jury president will usually discuss matters of policy and 
procedure and will probably give a calendar of meetings and points 
for the various stages to be completed. Take notes. 

After the original organization is completed, the teams will meet 
individually to discuss their own approach to doing the assigned 
work. Special catalogues will normally be prepared for judges, 
with interleaving of blank pages for work space and notes. Some 
shows, nonetheless, overlook this requirement so be prepared with 
notepads or whatever you find it easy to work with, although some 
should be supplied. 

It is at this point that a great saving of time can be made by a brief 
exercise-study the catalogue. Find the diagram of where the ex­
hibits are, locate key points in the exhibition hall and orient your­
self so that you can walk directly from one exhibit to the next. If 
possible, mark the various locations of the exhibits you will be 
judging, and that you want to see, on the diagram. Don't assume 
that they will be all together, as they rarely are-there is often a 
collection of strays that you will have to find. By planning a most 
direct course through the assigned exhibits, you can save a lot of 
time for looking at the exhibits from what might otherwise be spent 
in looking for them. 

Apprentices should plan to stay with one or more of the ex­
perienced judges in the group to which they have been assigned. It 
might be helpful , if the group splits up and works individually, to 
plan to change at some point so as to work with more than one 
individual to see the different approaches used by each of them. If 
judging is done by team, this is not quite so important. 

Team and individual techniques were discussed earlier. 
Whichever is used, the results are turned in to the secretary of the 
jury for recording and posting. The room should be kept secure 
from those not on the jury as the results of the deliberations are to be 
kept secret until announced by the organizers. Any early disclosure 
by anyone is strongly prohibited by F.I.P. rules as well as being 
unfair. 

Members of the jury usually record the findings of other teams in 
their catalogues as the results are posted. It is highly recommended 
that the free time between the posting and the meeting to decide the 
awards below the gold level be used in inspecting the exhibits in 
the areas judged by other groups. Particular attention should be 
given to the exhibits of those from your home country and as many 
gold medal and higher exhibits as possible. If you have reason to 
disagree with any of the findings of other teams, now is the time to 
protest, particularly for any below the gold level. 

The team chief should contact the other involved team chief to 
discuss the exhibit. Diplomacy often becomes unusually important 
in these dealings. If it appears that the other team might have lacked 
the necessary level of understanding of the exhibit to give it proper 
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evaluation and that it missed by a wide margin, pride may act to 
prevent too large an adjustment and it may be necessary to go to the 
honorary jury for a final decision. Personalities and how they are 
handled may be a key factor. 

In most exhibitions , and assuming that that time permits, the 
secretary of the jury will generate a list, without comment, of those 
exhibits for which the findings of the team are more than two steps 
from the previous awards won by the exhibit. The team is only 
asked to reconsider the exhibit in view of the discrepancy. In a 
number of cases, the exhibit may have been improved substantially 
since the preceding exhibition. In others, key material may have 
been stripped from them and sold. Still further, previous judges 
may have been either unusually harsh or lenient with the exhibit. 
Whatever the case, this is a simple step that permits the team either 
to stand by its findings or to change them gracefully. If you have a 
protest and they already have been informed of the discrepancy, it 
may be a simple matter to effect the change. 

After the posting and adjustment of the findings , the next 
meeting is to consider all awards below the gold medal level. Each 
exhibit is read to the jury as a whole with the recommended award. 
There are minor differences in how unresolved challenges are 
handled by different shows, but usually it is recorded that a chal­
lenge exists and who objected. The few that are challenged will be 
inspected by the jury as a whole, arguments presented and a vote 
taken if the challenge has not been resolved before the jury recon­
venes. Once this process has been completed, all exhibits below the 
gold level are final. 

At this time a list of all gold medal and higher exhibits is usually 
prepared and distributed by the secretary of the jury. The jury is 
expected to view any that have not been seen to that point and a 
meeting similar to that for exhibits below the gold medal will 
resolve all but the three Grands Prix. 

A team of senior judges will usually inspect the F.l.P . Honor 
Class and will make recommendations for the Grand Prix d 'Hon­
neur. The judges charged with the national class will recommend 
one, or rarely more, for the Grand Prix National , and the various 
teams may nominate top exhibits in their sections for the Grand 
Prix International . More than one may be nominated if it is in­
tended that only those in contention for the Grand Prix may win a 
large gold medal with a special prize. In some cases, a special prize 
is considered deserved by the team judging it, but not necessarily a 
Grand Prix. In this case, if the special prize is to be added to the 
large gold medal, it may be necessary to propose the exhibit for the 
Grand Prix and then to withdraw it from final consideration. Pro­
cedures on this vary somewhat from jury to jury so a careful un­
derstanding of the pertinent rule is necessary to obtain the in­
tended result. After the list has been finalized, some of the con-
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tenders may be gracefully withdrawn by the proposers to narrow 
the field to the true finalists. At this point, a single spokesman is 
usually chosen for each of the remaining exhibits, with the intent 
that he speak on the attributes of the exhibit and why it should win 
the Grand Prix. Usually a comparison with the other(s) is, if men­
tioned, kept on the most gentlemanly of levels. The exhibits may be 
inspected again, with spokesmen pointing out the key pieces to 
other judges. The jury then votes, usually by secret ballot, for the 
awards. Again, procedures vary, but a simple majority is usually 
sufficient. 

When all awards have been given, a team is assigned to allocate 
the special prizes to those exhibits that have been designated for 
them. 

At the moment, any medal from silver through large gold may 
receive a special prize. When the new F.I.P. General Regulations 
take effect in 1984, only large vermeil medals (a new level) and 
higher will be eligible. It is also helpful to note that when the new 
rules are adopted, an additional level will be created, so considera­
tion of awards to be given between silver and gold must be adjusted 
to account for the refinement. Currently, counting silver and gold 
with each medal and special prize as a step , there are five steps. 
When changed, there will be six. They are summarized in the table 
below and it will be very helpful to start thinking in these terms , 
when the transition takes place. 

Before 1982 

Silver Medal 
Silver Medal + Special Prize 
Vermeil Medal 
Vermeil Medal + Special Prize 

Gold Medal 

Change 

(unchanged) 
(becomes) 

( u_nchanged) 
(becomes) 

(new level) 
(unchanged) 

1982 andAfter 

Silver Medal 
Large Silver Medal 
Large Silver Medal 
Large Vermeil Medal 
Large Vermeil Medal + Special Prize 
Gold Medal 

The remaining work of the jury is to show up for the jury photo­
graph if it has not already been taken. The secretary of the jury will 
be working on the awards list, preparing it and the list of respective 
special prizes for the printer of the Palmares (Awards List). 
Although the work of the jury is highly concentrated and much is 
done in a short time, it is usually with a high degree of consistency 
and amicability. 

A final hint to the eager new jury member-usually the hall will 
be made available to the jury before the public is admitted. A 
relatively small number of jury members will choose thus to extend 
their working day, but intensive individual examination and 
rechecking can be most effectively carried out at that time. If it is 
possible, it is an excellent opportunity which is highly recom­
mended. 
Collectors Club Philatelist 211 



Appendix 

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE PHILATELIE 

COMMISSION FOR TRADITIONAL PHILATELY 

F.I.P. RULES FOR TRADITIONAL PHILATELY 
ARTICLE 1 

Traditional philately is based on the col­
lecting of all philatelic and postal items, in a 
manner which may include, but is not lim­
ited to, all forms of stamps, unused, used, 
and on cover, as well as philatelic materials 
such as original essays and proofs, relating 
to the production of stamps in as specialized 
or as generalized a nature as the collector 
desires. 

Essentially, traditional philately com­
prises all philatelic activities except those 
which are specifically intended to be con­
sidered in the specialized fields of postal 
history, aerophilately, and thematics. Ex­
hibits which do not follow the special rules 
of those areas may be considered and judged 
as traditional philately exhibits, particular­
ly if the area concerned does not wish to 
accept the exhibit for lack of conformity to 
its rules. 

Exhibits in the traditional philately or op­
en competition section of international ex­
hibitions under F.I.P. rules should contain 
material which may be reasonably related 
and described as a unit. The coverage 
should be clearly stated in the exhibition 
catalogue description and the exhibit 
should present a display which is meaning­
ful to the viewer. 
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ARTICLE 2 

Exhibitors should aim at showing material 
which is comparable with the best condi­
tion obtainable, but where a rare item is 
unobtainable in good condition, the ex­
hibitor is encouraged to include it, provided 
its appearance is not so poor as to disfigure 
the display. The inclusion of forged, faked 
or repaired material, not described as such, 
may lead to down-grading, or even dis­
qualification, depending on the severity of 
the violation, as per F.I.P. Rules. 

Pre-stamped postal markings may be in­
cluded in such as exhibit if they add to the 
scope of the coverage, and are not excessive 
in proportion to the philatelic element. Ex­
hibits shall not include unwanted issues , as 
per F.I.P. Rules. 

ARTICLE 3 

Traditional philately exhibits at in­
ternational exhibitions may be arranged by 
the Organizing Committee into classes 
which may be expected to attract significant 
levels of participation in relation to the loca­
tion and stated aim of the exhibition. 
Regardless of the number and scope of 
classes thus established , the only Grands 
Prix which are authorized are those pro­
vided by F.I.P. General Regulations , specifi­
cally those for the Honor Class, the In­
ternational Class, and the National Class. 



ARTICLE 4 

Judging of traditional philately exhibits 
shall be on the basis of each exhibit's total 
significance philatelically and how the ex­
hibit in particular compares with a theore­
tical perfection in its area. In doing so, 
judges will consider each exhibit on the 

following bases: 

1. Condition 
2. Completion 
3. Philatelic importance and rarity 
4. Philatelic knowledge and research 
5. Presentation and balance 
Collect
[Adopted by F.I.P. Congress at Sofia, Bulgaria on 17 May 1979] 

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE PHILA TELIE 

COMMISSION FOR TRADITIONAL PHILATELY 

GUIDELINES FOR TRADITIONAL PHILATELY 
EXHIBITORS AND JURY 

An Explanation and Expansion of the General Rules 
ARTICLE 1. The basic intent of this rule is that 
all philatelic pursuits were once considered 
"traditional", but it is now recognized that 
some specialized disciplines have de­
veloped. Advocates of these disciplines 
( aerophilately, postal history, topicals / 
thematics) desired judges acquainted with 
the special considerations of their areas. 
Although special rules have evolved, not all 
collectors have changed from the traditional 
style of exhibiting and have either suffered a 
low score for not having followed the new 
rules or have been disqualified . 

In principle, then, it may be understood 
that all collections are considered tradition­
al, but they may also choose to consider 
themselves under one of the more restricted 
categories. On this basis , any collection 
which fails to satisfy the specialized rules 
may always be evaluated as a "traditional" 
collection, even though it may receive a dif­
ferent award from that which it would re­
ceive in the more restricted category. Judges 
in the traditional area should be prepared to 
accept and evaluate any exhibit rejected by 
the other disciplines. 

"Philatelic and postal items " and 
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"philatelic materials" are meant to include 
virtually all items which are in any way 
connected with transmission of information 
by or outside of the Post. If any item is in 
doubt, it may be included, but it should be 
indicated as such. At the same time it must 
be remembered and stressed that many of 
these are not considered significant enough 
to be shown internationally. Also, there are 
national objections to certain items (unad­
dressed first day covers, for example) which 
are perfectly accepted and even encouraged 
in other countries. The F.I.P. does not un­
dertake to pass judgment on such dif­
ferences in taste, and accepts, within the 
definition, all items. 

ARTICLE 2. The condition of material is es­
sential to a good exhibit. Provision is made, 
however, for the unique or nearly unique 
material that does not occur in fine condi­
tion. The statement of the article is intended 
to discourage the inclusion of too many 
items of a condition which may disfigure an 
exhibit, particularly if its omission would 
be unnoticed. 



Forged, faked and repaired material 
should not knowingly be shown as genuine 
items. Some material may, however, be of 
such a nature that even experts disagree on 
the genuineness of the item. Indeed, new 
research may shed an entirely different light 
on such a subject. It is left to the judges to 
decide the individual case and the circumst­
ances which may or may not be involved. In 
severe violations of this principle, it is re­
commended that the jury's observations 
leading to the application of this rule be 
communicated to the exhibitor by the 
organizing committee. 

Pre-stamped material or other covers not 
bearing stamps should in general not 
occupy more than 10% of a collection's ex­
hibit space unless it may be shown that such 
material is an essential part of the area being 
shown. 

ARTICLE 3. Each exhibition is a unique situa­
tion due to location, changes in collecting 
and exhibiting habits over the years, per­
sonalities of the key members of the 
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organizing committees and other variables 
which occur in the ten years or more usual 
time between shows in a given country. Em­
phasis may shift in such a way that signifi­
cant participation in an area at one show 
may be followed by a very poor turnout in 
the same area at the next. The organizing 
committee is in the best position to evaluate 
the levels of participation that may occur 
and to assign separate categories according­
ly. The F.I.P. has decided to prevent pro­
liferation of Grands Prix in order to retain 
the significance of these major awards. Any 
attempt to augment these three without a 
change in F.I.P. General Regulations is ex­
pressly prohibited. 

ARTICLE 4 . The considerations which are 
used to judge the relative merits of philatelic 
exhibits were established before 1900 and 
are essentially valid today. The vast experi­
ence of F.I.P. international judges is the es­
sential element that permits a rapid and 
accurate evaluation of an international ex­
hibit. 
FELICITATIONS OF THE JURY, SPECIAL PRIZES AND GRANDS PRIX. 

To the greatest extent possible, it should be remembered that Felicitations of the Jury are to 
be reserved for unusual evidence of study and impressive original research. Felicitations of 
the Jury may be given to any exhibit regardless of the medal it achieves, and represents a 
"horizontal" honoring rather than a "vertical" step between medals which is the case with 
special prizes . Special prizes are offered, starting with large vermeil and at each higher than 
the basic medal level but not up to the standard for the next [e.g. , an exhibit higher than large 
vermeil but not up to the level expected for a small gold would be considered for a large 
vermeil with special prize). The three Grand Prix and other major awards should be offered 
based on a broad consideration of study, original research and overall quality of the exhibit, 
rather than the monetary value of the exhibit. 

[Approved by F.I.P. Commission for Traditional Philately, Vienna, Austria, 1981.] 
Bases for Appreciation of Philatelic Exhibits 

Exhibits in the traditional or "open" class at 
F.I.P. International or World Exhibitions are 
awarded medals based upon two sets of con­
siderations . The first of these, the philatelic 
significance of the area shown, is a key ini­
tial factor in determining the maximum 
possible level a perfect exhibit could attain. 
A fairly easily collected area would 
obviously be capable of only a much lower 
level of prize than a more difficult one. The 
judges, by their experience in the broader 
area of disciplines , will be aware of these 
relative importances as will , usually to a 
somewhat lesser degree, the exhibitor. It 
should be stressed, however, that such im­
portances are not absolute, but may change 



in times as interest, study and acceptance as 
well as tastes in collecting change. Such im­
portances are also variable within a country 
and even down to the different approaches 
to collecting a limited area of the country. 
For example, a collection of used only ex­
ample of low value classic issues of a coun­
try in its finest state would have lesser 
capability of a high award than a complete 
collection of the same issues including the 
other values, unused and on cover as well, 
and finely represented in these forms. It is 
this element that prevents a collection of 
very modern issues from receiving a high 
award in international competition, which 
at the same time allowing any reasonable 
collection of the so called "classics" a much 
better opportunity. 

There are many possible approaches to 
the idea of philatelic significance and per­
haps the easiest of these might be the answer 
to a question-"If this were the most perfect 
possible exhibit in its area, what would be 
the maximum level it should attain?" For a 
collection of the Ajrnan issues of 1968, the 
answer would be quite different from that 
for a collection of Great Britain issues of 
1840. Each would be equally capable at the 
lowest level (no prize) but perfection in one 
might still be extremely low, if indeed it 
were accepted as an international exhibit, 
while the other could win and has won each 
of the possible Grands Prix. The relative 
rankings are, however, transitory things. 
While the Great Britain will remain capable 
of maximum levels , the Ajrnan, in future 
times, could conceivably advance to much 
more respectable levels, particularly if the 
study included true commercial usages and 
the like. Collecting tastes would and should 
become the determinant of capability. Such 
limits may even change yearly as 
"respectability" improves or remains con­
stant. It is a demand upon the judges to have 
an appreciation for these changes although a 
full current feel for these is very difficult to 
realize in practice. In the final analysis, it is 
the "smell" of an exhibit, similar to that 
undefinable sense that gives an expert a feel-
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ing that a particular item is good or bad, that 
should permit him to make the correct 
allocation and analysis. The system of judg­
ing in groups will provide the check, while 
members of the other groups verifying the 
decision will provide the balance. Although 
this is the least easily defined, let alone 
agreed upon, concept of judging, it may be 
fairly assumed that these considerations are 
well understood and automatically applied 
by experienced judges. Any attempt to 
quantify such judgments (to assign points 
for the various areas) would usually fail for 
two basic reasons-change in the level 
according to greater acceptance, and the 
almost infinite number of possible variants 
that may be chosen by the exhibitor. Couple 
this with the individuals to agree on such 
determinations and the lack of manpower to 
accomplish it and you have the beginning of 
a mammoth problem. The application of 
such a scale of possible points (the multi­
plier) may be difficult and time consuming 
to find and allocate, but then, one must con­
sider the second half of the problem. 

Each exhibit must then be considered on 
five bases, each here covered individually. 

Condition. An obvious criterion, with 
finest condition, margins, color.lightness or 
distinctness of postmark, condition of the 
cover and similar considerations being 
worthy of highest attainment. Obvious dis­
play of items of lesser condition, particular­
ly when better condition is known and 
available, should be considered a defect in 
an exhibition. On rarer stamps, finest condi­
tion constitutes a distinct plus in an exhibit. 

Completion. On an exhibit which is cap­
able of attaining a Grand Prix in the signifi­
cance determination, completion may be 
u s e d i n rn a k i n g t w o s e p a r a t e d e­
terrnina tions . What is present in a collection 
will determine whether or not it is worthy of 
a gold medal. After that point has been 
reached, it may be more easily considered a 
matter of what is not present that permits or 
prevents it from reaching the highest levels. 
This element also bears on the Condition 



and Rarity factors. 

Philatelic Importance and Rarity. 
Although analyzed to some degree in the 
first analysis of philatelic significance, 
philatelic importance and rarity completes 
the triad of necessary attributes in any major 
philatelic exhibit. Without the rare stamps 
from an area, many similar collections 
could be created and therefore none of these 
could normally expect to win a top award. 
On the other hand, a collection which in­
cludes the acknowledged rarities of an area 
may, if these are in fine condition and rea­
sonably complete, expect to attain the 
highest levels allowed by its significance. 
Rarity in general is based on two factors: 
established value caused by demand for a 
particular item, and difficulty in obtaining 
another similar item. The latter could be a 
relatively inexpensive stamp, but still rare. 
Each has its place within the definition of 
this criterion. 

Philatelic Knowledge and Research. Con­
sidered by some to be a very important ele­
ment of philately, this is nevertheless a dif­
ficult area to show or consider. Although 
important philatelically, perhaps it should 
remain predominantly the province of pub­
lished study rather than in a show entry 
where it may be doomed to bog down an 
otherwise excellent exhibit. As a rule, 
though, these elements should be present in 
an exhibit. The manifestation of them may 
be to indicate rare cancellations on loose 
stamps and to offer brief explanations of 
rates and routes on covers. Sufficient in­
formation should be given to show the ex­
hibitor's knowledge of the area, yet not turn 
it into a book, illustrated by stamps and cov­
ers. Original study should be given extra 
attention, but the lack of such should not 
penalize an otherwise excellent exhibit. In 
some areas, great studies by past experts 
may have left very little new information to 
be found by today's collector. In these cases, 
philatelic knowledge would mainly be a 
manifestation of the application of this past 
information to assemble a balanced collec-
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tion. New study in such areas should, 
however, gain special attention from judges 
due to the great difficulty of conducting 
such research with positive results. Felicita­
tions of the Jury are normally reserved for 
those exhibits that show an impressive level 
of original research. 

Presentation and Balance. Normally the 
least important of considerations, presenta­
tion and balance reflect the personal taste of 
the exhibitor in choosing how and what to 
show. Displays on colored pages, un­
necessary and repetitive art work, non­
uniform combinations of written informa­
tion and other objectionable elements 
which distract from the philatelic material 
should be avoided . Neatness and com­
prehensiveness of presentation which per­
mit a rapid assessment of what is and is not 
present in an exhibit are to be encouraged at 
the international level. Balance is a variable 
which the exhibitor must exercise to present 
the best material in the limited space avail­
able. If a particular portion of the area cho­
sen for the exhibit comprises material 
which is common or remaindered unused , 
but rare used, and particularly so on cover, 
the exhibitor may choose to omit the unused 
if space and other considerations dictate. 
This should not affect the consideration of 
completion if it is obvious that the material 
could be obtained by the exhibitor but has 
been omitted to keep a higher level of sig­
nificant material. Too much of a pre­
ponderance of a certain type of material in 
one area with a correspondingly lower 
amount in another might constitute a lesser 
balanced collection. Although a classic 
approach to balance would be an equal 
quantity of unused, used, and covers 
throughout the area being shown, a slightly 
heavier concentration on the more difficult 
issues should normally result in the higher 
award. This is a very subjective evaluation, 
highly variable with each different collect­
ible area, and specific considerations which 
are valid for one are not necessarily so for 
another. Experience of the judges will nor-



mally reflect the success or failure of 
meeting this criterion. 

Objective Evaluation of Philatelic Exhibits. 

Since occasion might arise for a wide dif­
ference between judges on the level that an 
exhibit should attain, a more objective 
approach may be used as a guide for further 
discussion. This approach, often called a 
"point system", may also be used to train 
new judges and for the information and 
guidance of exhibitors. Since international 
judges gain their experience at lower levels 
and move to international status only after 
first being an observer, it is unlikely that any 
will choose to use a point system on a reg­
ular basis , and due to time considerations 
could not expect to be asked to do so for the 
entire show in any case. Most judges are 
quite able to reach a swift determination of 
the final level that an exhibit will attain, 
even if working individually, and on com­
parison these determinations will usually 
differ only slightly among judges. Although 
given a medal type (gold, vermeil, silver, 
etc.), a total number of points could just as 
easily be assigned , yet would mean the same 
thing. As may be seen from the earlier dis­
cussion of the criteria which are used to 
evaluate an exhibit , each area is a subjective 
determination. Any attempt to reduce each 
area to numbers , however sophisticated, is 
sure to be unjust to a significant number of 
collecting interests in a given show. For this 
reason, the point system must remain only a 
guide. (If this were not so, each page could 
be scanned by a computer and judges would 
become unnecessary. At the same time, 
stamp shows would become very boring in 
the precise sameness that would result from 
the likely end need for "uniform" display.) 

To avoid the need for a two level system 
which would first evaluate the total philate­
lic significant possible and then the level 
the exhibit achieved within that framework, 
the significance element may be combined 
with rarity as "philatelic importance" as in 
Article 4, item 3 of the basic Rules. There 
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always remains, in either case, the dif­
ference of opinion over what is significant 
in a particular area. In most cases , however, 
the final results will often be inside a one 
level spread, and more rarely a two level 
spread. Another consideration in 
formulating a point system to be borne in 
mind is that of individual preferences in the 
maximum number of points to be allocated 
to an area. Someone who cannot afford clas­
sics and who chooses to collect more mod­
ern issues will usually call for a lower num­
ber of points possible for (monetary) rarity. 
The classicist will usually prefer the op­
posite. Another who is artistically inclined 
will favor presentation , and so on. No firm 
allocation will please all collectors, and yet, 
any system adopted by the F.l.P. is likely to 
cause adoption by national federations for 
both the authoritative nature of F.l.P. in 
general as well as the need to use the same 
system when proceeding with an evaluation 
from the national to the international level. 
National federations that think their system 
is more appropriate may decline to change, 
but the few who proceed to international 
competition will normally not be judged by 
a point system in any case, unless the need 
arises to establish a basis for that collection 
and the decision is made to use the point 
system as a guide. 

The following allocation of points is made 
available for the exhibitor as a guide to the 
areas of concentration of effort in de­
veloping the exhibit, to the judge who feels 
that his experience is not sufficient to make 
a proper evaluation of a philatelic exhibit , 
and for use in case of disputes on the level 
that an exhibit should attain, in the sense of 
guidance of the judges for further discus­
sion. 

Points allocated to the above criteria shall 
be awarded according to the maximum 
levels indicated on the following scale. The 
five basic criteria have been reordered here 
in accordance with importance, with the 
criterion deserving the highest number of 
points coming first and the remainder in 
decreasing order of importance. 
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Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor: 
There has been little published about the early balloon flights in 
philatelic literature and not too much outside. Thus Robert 
Schoendorf's Catalog of Classic American Airposts and Aero­
nautica 1784-1900 is a pioneer effort in every sense. [It was re­
viewed by Ernest A. Kehr in the January 1982 issue of CCP.] Its 
nature is such that every serious student of aerophilately needs it in 
his or her library. Too, it is a treasure trove of information about 
possibly rare items that may still be in mixed lots or dealer dollar 
boxes so the collectors with the desire for "the chase" should get it. 
1. Philatelic Knowledge and Research 35 
a. Philatelic Knowledge 25 
b. Research 10 

2. Philatelic Importance and Rarity 35 
a. Philatelic Importance 15 
b. Rarity 20 

3. Condition 15 15 
4. Completion 10 10 
5. Presentation and Balance 5 5 

100 

The total of points obtained will indicate the medal equivalent based on the following 
scale: 

Large Gold 
Gold 
Vermeil 
Silver 
Silver Bronze 
Bronze 

95 
90 
85 
80 
70 
60 

Certificate of Participation less than 60 

Application of these may be used as a guide 
for exhibitors and trainee judges, and to 
help obtain a basis for resolving differences 
of opinion on unusual exhibits. Experience 

in making the subjective evaluation neces­
sary for the proper application of these 
criteria is essential. 

[ADOPTED BY THE TRADITIONAL PHILATELY COMMISSION OF THE F.l.P. ON 25 MAY 1979, at Sofia, 
Bulgaria, by unanimous vote.] 

To be continued 
8 



Personally, I found it quick, but exciting to read. 
Because Schoendorf's focus is upon messages carried by balloon 

rather balloon flights , this work appears somewhat distorted to one 
who has read about early balloons. It is also possible that some 
message-carrying flights were omitted because Schoendorf did not 
find evidence of the messages in his search. He did not discuss the 
manned ascent in Montgolfier's balloon on 10/15/1783 by deRozier 
nor did he use the contemporary illustration of the first free flight 
on November 21 , 1783 by deRozier and the Marquis d'Arlandes 
although he cites this flight. I found a historic inaccuracy in that he 
cites Blanchard's January 9, 1793 message bearing flight as the first 
flight in America for this ignores the free flight of James Wilcox 
sponsored by the American Philosophical Society and D. Ritten­
house in 1783-1784 that lasted for ten minutes over Philadelphia. 

While Schoendorf notes the Jeffries letters of November 30, 1784 
as the first airborne messages (dropped from Blanchard 's balloon 
over London), these may be merely the first we record. It is quite 
possible that messages were dropped from one or more of the 
various preceeding ascents, which are not reported in this book. 
For example , when Encyclopedia Britannica editor J. Tytler 
ascended on August 27, 1784 he may have carried messages or 
papers to drop over Edinburgh, Scotland. 

One exciting document is the letter by the former British gov­
ernor of New Jersey, William Franklin to his son that was carried 
across the Channel January 7, 1785. Schoendorf reproduces this 
letter from the American Philosophical Society's archives. I might 
note that while he cites Durant's flight on October 14, 1833 as the 
first one with letters on board an American balloon flight, the text 
of the earlier Durant IV flight of 9/9/1831 leaflet indicates that "a 
letter or message, on business, or love?" was solicited and may have 
been part of the cargo. This flight over New York and Paramus 
began at Castle Garden in New York. It may well be an earlier 
airmail flight. We do know that by Durant's twelfth flight over 
Boston and Cambridge he was carrying a substantial number of 
newspapers , which were dropped. 

In terms of treasure troves, collectors might look for Waverly, 
Ohio letters postmarked July 8, 1835 which were carried on the 
proposed transatlantic voyage that departed from Cincinnati July 
4th. This makes Cincinnati our first international airport! 

Another item of particular interest to Canada collectors is the 
first letter reported to be carried by airmail in Canada and post­
marked Goderich 3/18/48. This is apparently official airmail as it 
was postmarked on dispatch and on receipt. It travelled by kite and 
other examples of this era may also exist. 

The first official American airmail was the mail carried by the 
Jupiter balloon on August 17, 1859 postmarked at La Fayette In­
diana on the 15th. Of the 123 letters and 23 circulars only one has 
turned up. Schoendorf does not tell the story of how this turned up 
at Stampazine as part of a mixed lot nor of its subsequent move-
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ments until it ended up in the Smithsonian. I remember the final 
sale well for I was an underbidder to the government on it. To me , it 
was a better airmail item than a C3a or the Black Honduras, both of 
which were priced much higher at the time. 

To inspire treasure-trovers , Schoendorf illustrates the hand­
writing of most of the Union Balloon aeronauts in hopes that other 
letters by them may turn up. I am not sure the Government archives 
have been thoroughly searched for aerial reports of the Civil War, 
for a number may still be on file in the archives . 

In sum, this is an exciting book that needs wide readership. It 
could be better, but most books fall into that class. Schoendorf is 
already working on improvements and refinements. Let us wish 
him the energy, luck, and long life needed to make this book 
obsolete. But until a major revision is available, this is the book you 
should buy. 

To the Editor: 

Calvet M. Hahn 
New York City 

I would like to congratulate Mr. Ernest A. Kehr, and old and valued 
friend , for his interesting article in the January. 1983 Collectors 
Club Philatelist on "Philatelic History." It brings to attention a 
pleasant by-way in cover collecting. There is another area which is 
every bit as fascinating as collecting the mementos of great and 
famous philatelists. That is covers having to do with men and 
woman of international significance, either addressed to them or 
written by them. 

These covers may not be as common as ones addressed to Theo­
dore E. Steinway, Beverly King, or Ernest A. Kehr. They do occur 
and can be found in circumstances very similar to the ones that Mr. 
Kehr discusses . Sometimes one must examine the cover and look at 
the contents carefully. Imagine the thrill when a cover written in a 
childish hand bearing rather ordinary stamps from Yemen and 
addressed to an officer in the royal Roumanian Army turns out to 
have been written by a royal prince of Yemen, then a young boy, 
asking to exchange stamps with the officer. The letter was signed 
Seif el Islam Mohammed al-Badr, later to be the last Imam and king 
of the Mutawakilite Kingdom of Yemen. Or to find a small, hand­
made envelope without stamps on it addressed to "Bae Ho" , Uncle 
Ho, who was none other than Ho Chi Minh, the communist leader 
in Viet Nam. The postmarks show that the letter was mailed in 
1954. One further example was the purchase of a cover originating 
with the Dalai Lama of Tibet, of itself enough to qualify for this type 
of collection. Upon examination and translation of the address it 
was evident that the cover had been mailed to His Imperial Majesty 
King-Emperor George V of india and the United Kingdom. 

This latter cover could also qualify for Mr. Kehr's collection, as 
George V was as great a philatelist as he was a public figure. These 
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are examples of what an alert and observant philatelist can find to 
add interest and spice to his collection. 

To the Editor: 

H.D.S. Haverbeck 
White Stone, Virginia 

In the January, 1983 issue of the Collectors Club Philatelist, I note a 
review of the master work on the philately of Imperial Russia by an 
old and honored friend of mine, Sergei Vasilevich Prigara. 

I am very pleased that this work has been finally translated into 
the English language. I was closely associated with him during the 
time of preparing the final manuscript and of publication, as we 
were both members of the Russian-American Philatelic Society 
which met in the rooms of the Russian Painters Club at 137th Street 
and Broadway in New York City. We had discussed the publication 
of the book in English. Mr. Prigara refused to allow this. His objec­
tion was that his command of English was poor and he did not wish 
his meanings changed. He made it abundantly clear that he would 
not allow such a translation. So I was forced to learn some Russian 
in order to use the book. Sergei Vasilevich inscribed a copy of the 
book to me on March 9, 1942, just six days before I reported for 
active duty in the United States Navy. That was the last time that I 
saw him. After the war and after his death, I brought up the subject 
again but was told that it would not be translated. 

The reviewer has criticized the translator for not updating the 
book and incorporating newly gained knowledge. If this had been 
done, it would have violated the express desire of Mr. Prigara. By 
this reference, one may assume that the translator, David E. Skip­
ton, has, as much as possible in any translation, preserved the 
author's original meaning. 

With the translation of this masterwork and the other con­
tributions to Imperial Russian philately over the years, the way is 
now clear to prepare a new handbook incorporating the work of 
S.V. Prigara and the students that have come after him. 

H.D.S. Haverbeck 
White Stone, Virginia 
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Forty-Eighth American Philatelic Congress 
Book. American Philatelic Congress, Secre­
tary, P.O. Box 937, Brookhaven, Penna. 
19015. 1982, 164 pp, ill. $10. 
The 1982 Congress Book is very different 
from the 1981 edition reviewed in the Jan­
uary 1983 CCP. For one thing, most of the 
distracting typographical and layout errors 



have been eliminated. A consistent 
approach to presenting illustrations was 
adopted; the most unusual presentation of 
album pages with graphical "corner 
mounts" is notable. Between each paper a 
page, blank save for its number, has been 
included. 

The authors solicited for papers cover an 
unusually wide spectrum of philatelic 
topics with thematics balanced by several 
traditional contributions. Rev. Charles Fitz' 
scans his awarding-winning exhibit, "Phi­
lately and Murder" , touching upon back­
grounds of many of the stamps' subjects 
either as perpetrators or victims. Rev. Fitz 
appends a list of the categories and pages in 
his exhibit and ends with a sermonette 
about the satisfaction to be gained from ex­
hibiting. Similarly, Bunny Kaplan surveys 
the many forms of "Stamps on Stamps, The 
Logical Topical" in a well-written short in­
troduction to the subject. 

Contrary to most impressions , local posts 
in the United States still legitimately func­
tion, although given a bad name by label 
purveyors flooding the philatelic market. 
William Schultz has performed a philatelic 
service in "Rattlesnake Island: The Only 
Airmail Local Post" , describing the private 
mail service in Lake Erie . Pat Herst's Shrub 
Oak operation provided the inspiration for 
an airmail service from the island to Port 
Clinton, Ohio. Labels were provided in var­
ious denominations and mail was carried. 
Years hence, collectors may stumble upon 
triangular adhesives and covers; at least , a 
picturesque description of this carriage 
service will exist to inform them what it was 
all about. 

Allied to Rev. Fitz' paper is that of Dr. 
Herman Herst, "Glasgow's Most Famous 
Murder Case, and Its Most Famous Post­
mark." Herst tells the story of Madeleine 
Smith's trial for murder of her lover in 1857 
and the incidental role played by postmark 
dates in resolving the case (Rev. Fitz lists 
one of these covers in his collection). 

Kenneth Whittle uses a correspondence 
sold to him by Van Dyck MacBride to illus-
July-August 1983 222 
trate the Civil War story of Lt. James H. 
Brown, CSA, in "Mobile Cadet Brown." The 
covers show a variety of postal usages and 
markings, although the author describes 
them only superficially; his primary interest 
is in discussing the correspondence with 
the fascinating accounts of camp life and 
battle. Lt. Brown, well-schooled, recorded 
erudite and perceptive impressions of 
events. Unfortunately, the letters discuss 
postal matters only in the meagerest way. 

Our governor, Michael E. Ruggiero , pre­
sents an update on his research in "The One 
Sen Blue of Japan 1872-A Skilfull Forg­
ery." Giving full attribution to Dr. Soichi 
Ichida for pioneering work on this stamp, 
Ruggiero distinguishes between the genuine 
of this issue and a very dangerous forgery. 
High contrast photography carefully de­
monstrates the types of paper used. 

A veritable tour de force best describes 
Professor Stephen Washburne's "Building 
A Representative Collection of Portugese 
East Africa Postal History." Building the 
representative collection of this long­
neglected area is complicated by a paucity 
of materials, particularly covers. The var­
igated history of Portugese colonial efforts 
forms a backdrop for a discussion of rates , 
adhesive issues, markings , routes , and ju­
risdictions . This most impressive paper 
serves as a guide to writing other articles of 
this type. Professor Washburne is a member 
of the Collectors Club. 

Dr. Zavern Seron examines in great detail 
the registration receipt and hand-stamp 
markings of the Buena Vista-Ventura Mis­
sion in "Franqueado S. Buenava. , Registry 
Stamp, Sapnish America, 1836-37." Un­
fortunately , serious questions have been 
raised about the validity of the identifica­
tion of the cover which forms the center­
piece of this article. 

The Boehrets , Jesse and Diane, develop 
another aspect of the German military postal 
system in "The German Navy in the Boxer 
Rebellion ." They illustrate many of the 
markings found principally on postal cards 
from this action in the Orient. It is a most 



worthwhile adjunct to Crusemann. 
In "Charlottesville , Virginia: Hand­

stamped Postal Markings 1845-1870", 
Lowell Newman overviews postal system 
changes as depicted by the variety of mark­
ings from Thomas Jefferson's hometown. 
Rates, circular date stamps, directory mark­
ings, and adhesive usages are all carefully 
illustrated. 

Two of the most unusual articles round 
out this Congress Book. The editor, 
Raymond Ruthrauff, shares his views on 
"Organizing a State Postal History Society" 
with a "how-to" presentation. Given the ex­
plosive growth of this form of philatelic 
organization in the past decade, the steps he 
recommends are the time-honored ones fol­
lowed by collectors since the inception of 
the organized hobby. Ruthrauff leaves no 
illusions when he discusses the labor and 
dedication required of the organizers . 
Bringing up the rear is Jack Kiser's very 
entertaining "Confessions of a Stamp Col­
umnist. " Written in the down-home style 
usually associated with Clyde Jennings, Kis­
er's paper pokes gentle fun at some of the 
stuffier aspects of the our avocation. It is the 
paper certain to be of most interest to the 
non-philatelist. EEF 

British East Africa-The Stamps, and Post­
al Stationery, by John Minns, FRPSL. Lon­
don: Royal Philatelic Society. 1981 , 134 + 
viii , illus. £25. 

The Royal continues a proud tradition of 
producing outstanding works of philatelic 
scholarship with this effort. Printed by the 
same organization used by Robson Lowe, it 
is characterized by well laid out text , beauti­
ful color plates of high fidelity , and ex­
cellent black and white illustrations. 

British East Africa does not command a 
wide philatelic following. The adhesives for 
the BEA Company lack design distinction 
and the postage stamps of the colony proper 
are primarily typographed overprints of the 
adhesives of BEA Company, India, and Zan-
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zibar. Nevertheless, the history of postal de­
velopments and the effort to organize a post­
al system in a very primitive area make a 
fascinating story. 

Thoroughly indexed and researched, this 
exposition on the postal paper of a back­
ward area stands as the definitive work. Mr. 
Minns and the Royal are to be congratulated. 

EEF 

The Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Mail 
of 1894, by Lowell B. Cooper. Leonard H. 
Hartmann, P.O. Box 360006, Louisville, Ky. 
40230. 1982, 134 + ix pp , ill. $35. 

Tales of mail delivery against great odds 
seem to capture our imaginations. Snow­
shoe Thompson, the Pony Express, ship­
mail via Nicaragua come to mind easily. 
Less known but no less filled with adven­
ture, the story of Arthur Banta's bicycle post 
in central California during the American 
Railway Union's strike is well-written and 
researched. All the elements are here: labor 
unrest, carriage of the mail by hardy men 
over difficult terrain, an alert entrepreneur, 
adhesives , stationery , reprints, and 
forgeries . 

This is not the first time this story has 
been told, but it may well be the most com­
plete. Accounts by some of the key actors 
have been melded with contemporary press 
coverage and examination of stamps and 
markings. It is a complex story and for this 
reason Cooper chooses to repeat himself in a 
number of chapters to retain the integrity of 
the story. To do otherwise would have ne­
cessitated extensive cross-referencing. 

The diamond-shaped adhesives of this 
post appear rather frequently at auction 
even in sheets. Therefore, it is helpful to 
have a guidebook to the originals, reprints, 
and the forgery. Appendices provide some 
of the basic source material, an account of 
Banta's controversy with Scott 's regarding 
listing the adhesive, and a summary of 
Wells Fargo's efforts to carry the mail during 



the railway strike. The book is without an 
index. 

EEF 

The Manuscript Postal Markings of Mexico, 
1856-1878, by Howard Frame. Available 
from the author at Star Route 55 , Chatham, 
N.Y. 12037. 1982, 57 pp , illus. $10. 

This short work, which consists mostly of 
an index and tracings of manuscript mark­
ings used on the early, classic stamps of 
Mexico, will appear to only a handful of 
specialists. But it is most definitely a useful 
addition to the body of knowledge on Mex­
ican philately and fills a void that has ex­
isted until now. 

As Mr. Frame points out in the introduc­
tion to his tables and tracings (which happi­
ly appears in both English and Spanish), 
less than a half dozen towns in Mexico used 
manuscript cancellations on a regular basis. 
Although scarce, and in some intances rare, 
these markings have never been popular 
with collectors of classic Mexico. The huge 
variety of quaint, often highly ornamented, 
hand-stamps has been an irresistable attrac­
tion, on the other hand. About half of the 
markings he has traced fall into the "mute" 
category, simply random pen strokes which 
rendered the stamp unfit for further use. His 
studies clearly show that many of the large 
crosses and parallel penstrokes this review-
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er had assumed wre applied to invalidate 
"remainders" were actually manuscript 
cancellations. Still, some may fall into this 
category. 

A short discussion of quill pens and con­
temporary inks and their use will help the 
reader judge whether he may have a legiti­
mate manuscript postal marking. We are 
also cautioned that expert help should be 
sought when in doubt. But similarity to the 
numerous types illustrated should go a long 
way toward a reasonable judgement on 
genuineness. 

According to Frame, the tabulated listing 
covers about eighty percent of all manu­
script postal markings offered for public 
sale in the past fifty years. If so, and I'm not 
about to dispute his claim, we therefore 
have a sound basis upon which to build as 
new material comes to light. Since all the 
tracings represent essentially "unique" 
items, it would have been helpful to have 
listed the denominations of the stamps on 
which the marks appeared. This is a minor 
criticism. Assuming the tracings are faithful 
to the original source, present owners of 
specimens recorded should have no trouble 
matching them up . 

In this reviewer's opinion, every serious 
collector of the first issues of Mexico should 
have this booklet in his library. It's a labor of 
love, in no way compensated for by the 
modest price. 

Dale R. Pulver 
Publications Received Werner Elias 
Australia-States 

Morgens Juhl. Postage Stamps and Postal His­
tory of Western Australia, vol. III : Th e Melbourn e 
Printings 1902-1912, 1983. Svemo Trading Pty. 
Ltd., 71 Avalon Parade, Avalon Beach, NSW 
2107, Australia. 8'8 pp, ill, softbou-nd. Price 
A$12 .75. Gift of the publishers. 
Austria-Catalogues 
Austria Netto Katalog 1983, 38th ed. , 1982. Rita 
Rosner, Vienna, Austria . 233 pp, ill. Gift of Frank 
Kohn. 

China-Catalogues 
N.C. Yang. 1980.Postage Stamp Catalogue.of the 
People 's Republic of China , 1980. N.C. Yang's 



Stamp & Coin Co. , Hong Kong. 119 pp , ill , soft­
bound. Gift of Morton Dean Joyce. 

Czechoslovakia 
W.A. Page. Czechoslovak Army and Air Force in 
Exile : Postal and Other Philatelic Activities , 
1982. Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of Great 
Britain, published as a supplement to mono­
graph no . 1. 73 pp , ill, softbound. Gift of the 
publishers. 

Denmark-Catalogues 
Aarhus Frimaerkekatalog Danmark 1983-84, 
1983. Aarhus Frimaerkehandel, Bruunsgade 42, 
8000 Aarhus C, Denmark. 202 pp, ill, softbound. 
DKr 60. Gift of the publishers. 

Expertizing 
Elizabeth C. Pope, ed. Opinions-Philatelic Ex­
pertizing, 1983. The Philatelic Foundation, New 
York. 141 pp , ill. $20. Gift of the publishers. 

Germany-States 
Rueckblick auf dos erste /ahrhundert der K. 
Bayer. Staatspost (1808-1908) , 1982 (reprint of 
the 1908 original). 342 pp , softbound. OM 15. 
Purchasd with library funds. 

Latin America 
Espamer '82 (Latin American Philately and Post­
al History), 1982. Comision Organizadora, Puer­
to Rico. 256 pp , ill , softbound. Gift of Dr. Roberto 
Rosende. 

Postal History, General 
A.R. Doublet. The Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company. Its Maritime Postal History 1840-1853 
with Particular Reference to Chile, 1983. The 
Royal Philatelic Society, London. 70 pp, ill , soft­
bound. £6. Gift of the publishers. 

Stamp Auctions 
Stamp Auction Prices Realized, vol. I: United 
States and Canada, 2nd ed., 1974. APR Pub­
lishers, Fresno, Calif. 136 pp, spiral bound . Gift 
of John 0. Dowd. 

Stamp Collecting 
James Mackay. The Guiness Book of Stamps­
Facts and Feats, 1983. Sterling Publishing Co. 
225 pp, ill, softbound . $12.95. Gift of the pub­
lishers. 

Topicals 
Peter Hubl. Interplanetare Raumsonden [In­
terplanetary Spacecraft], 3rd ed., 1983. Hermann 
E. Sieger, Postfach 1160, 7073 Lorch, Wuertt., W. 
Germany. 98 pp, ill , softbound. DM 8. Gift of the 
publishers . 

John Henry Richter, ed. Topical Digest, vol. 9 
(ATA Handbook no. 105) , 1983 . 47 pp, ill , soft­
bound. $7 . Gift of the publishers. 
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United States 
Jos. Nathan Kane. U.S. Postage Firsts (extract 
from the author's "Famous First Facts" ), 1983. A. 
Allan Boudreau & Co. , for the Masonic Stamp 
Club of New York. 20 pp, ill, softbound. Gift of 
the author. 

United States Airmails 
Marylin Bender and Selig Altschul. The Chosen 
Instrument: Pan Am Juan Trippe, 1982. Simon 
and Schuster. 605 pp, ill. Gift of E.E. Fricks . 

United States Locals 
Lowell B. Cooper. The Fresno and San Francisco 
Bicycle Mail of 1894, 1983. Leonard H. Hart­
mann, Box 36006, Louisville, Ky. 40233. 134 pp , 
ill. $35. Gift of the publisher. 

United States Postal History 
Theron Wierenga. United States In coming 
Steamship Mail , 1847-1875 , 1983. Published by 
the author, P.O. Box 595, Muskegon, Mich. 
49443. 242 pp, ill. $30. Purchased with library 
funds. 

United States Postal Service 
Harold C. Richow. Encyclopedia of R.F.D. Can­
cels , 1983. J-B Publishing Co., 430 Ivy Ave., 
Crete, Neb. 68333. 281 pp, ill. $30 + $1 .50 post­
age. Gift of the publishers . 

United States-States 
Lawrence M. Merolla and Frank M. Crowther. 
The Post Offices of Massachusetts, 1981. Massa­
chusetts Postal Research Society. 151 pp , ill. Pur­
chased with library funds. 

Sister Marciana Hennig, ed . Post Offices of 
Michigan, 1977. Michigan Chapter of the 
N.A.P.U.S. 995 pp. Purchased with library funds . 

Alan H. Paters and John S. Gallagher. The Post 
Offices of Minnesota, 1978. The Depot, 
Burtonsville, Md. 280 pp, ill. Purchased with 
library funds. 

John L. Kay and Chester M. Smith, Jr. New Jersey 
Postal History, 1977. Quarterman Publications, 
Lawrence, Mass. 199 pp. Purchased with library 
funds . 

John S. Gallagher. The Post Off ices of Utah, 1977. 
The Depot, Burtonsville , Md. 84 pp , ill , 
softbound. Purchased with library funds. 

United States-World War II 
Herbert S. Herman. Death 's Railroad-A Philate­
lic History, 1983. Published by the author. 65 pp, 
ill, softbound. Gift of M.E. Ruggiero . 

Additional Donations 
E.E. Fricks, Lou Robbins, Robt. G. Stone: Pam­
phlets, Periodicals, etc. 



We've shrunk the 
distance to Apfelbaum. 

These are just a few of the 
cities we've visited on a 
recent buying trip. 

British Columbia: Burnaby, 
Vancouver 
California: Burbank, 
Burlingame, Camarillo, 
El Cajon, Hayward, Hemet, 
La Jolla, Lakeside, Lancaster, 
Livingston, Los Alto, 
Los Angeles, Menlo Park, 
Millbrae, Mountain View, 
Oakland, Oceanside, Palo Alto, 
Pasadena, Perris, Redlands, 
Riverside, Salinas, San Diego, 
San Francisco, San Jose, 
San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, 
Santa Barbara, Ventura, 
Walnut Creek 
Colorado: Arvada, Aurora, 
Colorado Springs, Denver, 
Lakewood 
Indiana: Indianapolis 
Missouri: Clayton, Greeley 
Nevada: Boulder City 
Oregon: Beaverton, Portland, 
Salem, Stayton 
Washington: Bellevue, 
Edmonds, Seattle, Spokane, 
Stevenson, Tacoma 
Wisconsin: Milwaukee 

No matter where you live, an Apfelbaum representative can 
visit with you. 
Our representatives carry with them all the authority 
of Apfelbaum headquarters. And that's why it's just 
as easy to sell your stamps to Apfelbaum in Oshkosh 
as it is anywhere else in the world. And that is very 
easy indeed. 

D I'm thinking of selling my philatelic holdings which 

consist of ------------------

If you have considered selling all or part of your 
holdings, give us a call on our toll-free number, 
800 /523-4648. We'll go farther to give you the most 
for the ones you love. 

Earl P.L Inc. 

Name---------------------
Address -------------------­

City---------- State --- Zip --­

Phone Best time to call-----
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THINK QUALITY. EXPECT QUALITY. GET QUALITY. 
COUNT ON WOLFFERS QUALITY EDGE. 

NEXT SALES 
AUG. 12, 13 & 14 
SEPT. 21, 22 & 23 

OCT. 26, 27, 28 & 29 

US#1 0 and US#2o realized $675 and 
$2100 respectively in March '83 auction. 

l{!~/;!1!fqgo·»f!~!fw!uffn~ri?, NC. 
I 27 Kearny Street, San Francisco, California 94108 · Tel. (415) 781-5127 
1948 ·1949 ·1950 ·1951 ·1952 ·1953 ·1954 •1955·1956·1957 ·1958·1959 
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nlE Showgard Mounts are the choice and recommenda­
tion of experienced collectors. 

-For over 34 years Showgard Mount special 

PlllEI 
material has proven perfectly safe for stamps under 
every climatic condition in all parts of the world. 
• -In all the"years, Showgard Mount twin-seam 

II.I
® constr-uction has never been equalled-It is the only 

l...J : I 
-..,. I ' . I 

one with two gripping seams and the time proven 
safety of Showgard mount special foil. 

-Showgard Mounts are thin enough to insure 

-It is a philatelic fact that collectors switch to lltllY 
that bound albums are not strained, loose.leaf 
binders hold many more pages. 

• 1111 
Showgard Mounts as they gain in experience. It's a 
sensible idea to start and save Y(ith Showgard 
Safety Mounts. At dealers evefywhere. 

· • • • Available with dark display or Clear see-
through background. Write for sample, and size guide. 

Vldlforms Co., Box 488, New City, New York 10956, U.S.A • 
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United States 

Books for 
Philatelists 

A Census of United States Classic Plate Blocks 1851-1882, 
by John C. Chapin (1983) Paper $12.5 0 , Cloth $19.5 0 

Overseas 

Afghanistan, Its Twentieth Century Postal Issues, by F.E. Patterson III 
(1956) 

French Morocco: The 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues, by C. Neidorf 
l1953) 

Greece, Kohl Handbook Translated and Annotated Part I Supplement 
(1944) 

Honduras, The Black Air Mail, by I.I. Green (1962) 
Philatelic Handbook for Korea 1884-1905, by Korea Stamp Society 
The New Hebrides, Postal Stamps and Their History, by N. Hals and 

P. Collas (1968) 
New Zealand, 1898-99, Great Barrier Island Pigeon Post Stamps, by 

J.R. Walker, H.L. Chisholm, and H.M. Goodkind (1969) 
A Postal History of Spain, by T. Van Dam (1973) 
Postal Stamps of Lithuania, by Lithuania Philatelic Societies of New 

York and Toronto (1979) 
Postal History and Postage Stamps of Serbia, 1841-1921, by M.R. Rasic 

(1979) 

Catalogues 
First Scott Catalogue, 1868 (reprint) 

Collectors Club of New York 
Cumulative Index to Collectors Club Philatelist, 1922-71, volumes 1-50 

(1972) 

$18 

$3.75 

$6 
$3.75 

$18 

$12.50 

$12.50 
$18 

$18 

$18 

$3.50 

$12 .50 

Please add $1 per book for postage and handling. All remittances must be in U.S. 
funds drawn on a U.S. bank or the U.S. branch of your bank. Because of high 
bank charges, we must be inflexible about this . 

Distributed for The Collectors Club by 

The Moretus Press, Inc. 
274 Madison Avenue • New York, New York 10016 • (212) 685-2250 

Dealer Discounts Available-Write for Particulars 
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FOUR ST AR PHILATELICS 

Quality U.S. Classic Stamps and Postal History included in our 

August, October, & December mail sales. 

Also offered are essays, proofs, better quality 19th & 20th Cen­

tury mint & used, fancy cancels, multiples, plus specialized 

groups of back of the book material, Canada, & General Foreign. 

For free Illustrated Catalog 

Write or call Vic Russ 

FOUR STAR PHILATELICS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 261 

BETHEL, CONN. 06801 

(203) 743-4740 

US PCS 
ASDA 
APS 
SPA 
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GILBERT & 
ELLICE ISLANDS 

Covers, Proofs, Specimens, 
Postal History 

Write to the Specialist in Pacific Islands and 
British Borneo Postal History. Tell me what you 
need and photocopies will be in the retu rn mail. 
Sorry, I do not carry stamps. May I hear from 
you? 

HOWARD LEE 

P.O. Box 636C 

New York, N.Y. 10163 
Central & 
Eastern Asia 

I n 1982 we offered oyer 5,000 lots of 
rare stamps and postal history with 

a value in excess of ONE MILLION DOLLARS ex­
clusively from Central and Eastern Asia. 

Interest in the Asian market has never h igher. 
The broad world-wide demand coupled with the 
strong local markets of Japan, Korea, Taiwan, 
Malaya, Thailand, and Hong Kong have produced 
consistently high realizations in our auctions. 

We are now preparing our next major auction of 
Central and Eastern Asia and invite you to contact us 
regarding your consignment. Our commission rate is 
10% to the seller and 10% to the buyer. 

George 
Alevizos 

2716 Ocean Pk . Bl. , Suite 1020 
Santa Monica, CA. 90405 USA 
Tel : 213/ 450-2543 
-
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POSTAL 

"Covers of the ~/orld" 

Mail Bid Sales 
Postal History Specialties 

Military & War Covers 
Moritime, Railroad & Air mail 

Locals & Cinderella 
Literature 

Postal Stationery 
etc . 

For illustrofed cofalog send Sl.00 to : 

THEO. VAN DAM 
P.O. Box 26, Brewster, N.Y. 10509 
At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXHIBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

l x l Color Slides 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
( Phorographt!r for !hi' 

Collt'<'lors Cluh Phihut'iisr .J 

I Montgomery Place 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11215 



·'" ~'(. ~v~~ # 

~ ~~ .._c:,~· 

'
~-~fl, a_'> 

(i)uality 
Albums 

~~ ~~ A..~ ..... 
~T ~ ~' For the specialist or neo-

M..~·($ ~~~ phyte, and · b ...... ~ ~ anyone m- etween. 
~ ~~ Over 75 different albums to choose 

# from. Each album updated annually, 
see the MINKUS supplement (Issued in December). All 

stamp accessories are available. 

CATALOGS 
1982 American 

Catalog $9.95 

Choice of 12 Regional Cat· 
alogs covering EUROPE. 
Worldwide editions. 

MINK US CAT ALO GS have 
won awards at all major in­
ternational shows. 

MINKUS STAMP & COIN JOURNAL 
Updates your catalog - Complete listin cr of new 
issues - Enj<?y full ~olor topical stamp 

0
spreads. 

1\lany other mterestmg, unusual and exclusive 
features . One Year (4 issues) $8.00 

Two Years (8 issues) $15.00 
Three Years (12 issues) $20.00 

Outside U.S. One Year (4 issues) $10.00 (US Funds) 
Sample issues $2.50 at stores listed below or from Minkus 

Order NO\\' from an~· of the stores li sted below. or 
writ e directly to :\llr'\KUS ST,\:\!P & COi:'\ JOUR:\'AL. 
41 \\' e s t 25th St., New York , N Y 10010. 

Sample issue : $2 at stores listed below or l\ISCJ. 

MIN KUS 

Offers: 

Comprehensive 
World-Wide 
Coverage 

':' New Issues Service 
'~ Complete Mint Sets 
':' Year Groups 
':' Packets 
::• First Day Cover 

Service 
::• Want Lists Welcomed 

Reserve your 1983 copy 
of the information 
packed " Stamp News" 
sti ll 95c (plus 85c post­
age). 

ATLANTA-Rich's 
BETHESDA-The Hecht Co. 
BOSTO~Jordon Marsh 
CHICAGO-Marshall Field & Co. 
CINCINNA Tl--Pogue's 
CLEVELAND-The Higbee Co. 
COLUMBU~aza11Js & Co. 
DENVER-The Denver 

PITISBURGH-Kaufmann's 
PORTLAND-Meier & Frank 
RICHMOND-Thalhimer's 
ROCHESTER-Sibley's 

GARDEN CITY, N.Y.--Gimbels 
HARTFORD--G. Fox 
HOUSTO~oley's 
MILWAUKEE, WIS'C.--Gimbels 
NEW YORK--Gimbels1 Gimbels East 
PARAMUS, NJ.--Gimbels 
PHILADELPHIA-John Wanamaker 

SAN ANTONIO--Joske's of Texas 
SAN FRANCISCO-Emporium-Capwell 
SEATILE-The Bon Marche 
SKOKIE, ILL-Marshall Field & Co. 
SOUTHFIELD-J.L Hudson 
ST. LOUIS, MO.-The Famous Barr 
TOWSON, MD.-Hutzler's 
VALLEY STREAM, N.Y.--Gimbels 
WASHINGTON, D.C.-Woodward & Lathrop 
YONKERS, N.Y.--Gimbels 
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Leading America in Philately 

Whether it's for buying or selling, 
You can always rely on ... 

ANDREW LEVITT, INC. 
"America's leading buyer of major philatelic properties." 

Box 342-SP Danbury, Connecticut 06810 
• For your personal consultation call (203)743-1908 

l 
Life member: APS, SPA, ASDA, Collectors Club of New York, U .S. J 
Classics Society, and The Philatelic Foundation .Bank References and 
Letter of Credit also furnished on request. · 

,..._, •'PW"'wpm•••._....-.1••u··1111..,_. ..... 
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SELL OR CONSIGN YOUR 
CLASSIC U.S. TO METRO! 

You'll get the best price possible. Our quality auc­
tions with worldwide bidders assure maximum 
realization for your material. Our frequent auc­
tions assure you of rapid payment. 

Our experience and integrity make the difference. The best 
writers in the auction field describe your stamps, and our 
catalogs are lavishly illustrated. Mention your membership 
in the Collectors Club and we will be pleased to send you 
our next three catalogs free of charge. 
We travel for large holdings. Call us today, TOLL FREE at 1- Ii. 
800-221-0155 (or 0156). A z 

A'B& .. GP~ Reference: Chase Manhatten Bank /~ .. · 
IJ. 

-

POSTAL 
HISTORY 
AUCTIONS 
ZURICH 
We 
hold 

regular auctions of rare and attractive 
postal items; 

publish 

POSTAL HISTORY 
for collectors ofleuers, documents, and 
post-marks, in German every quarter 
year; 

buy and sell 
postal items, letters, covers, stationery, 
documents, post-marks; and 

invite 
your inquiry. 

Hans R. Schwarzenbach 
Limmatquai 7 2 
CH-8001 Zurich, Switzerland 
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COVERS 
POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

FSDA CCNY 

n.,,, ~""land Stamp 
643 Fifth Ave. South 

Naples, Florida 33940 



o\sseur 
the conn tor 
Schiff Auctions '\ ,,,. 
\:.S~L.l...'--~ " Especially for Specia lists '.!,, " ---=.. ~IJ, 

II you do nol get our catalogs you are missing 
out! Send $8.50 ($12.50 ov~rseas ) for a year's 
subscription to catalogs and pr ices real ized or 
send $1 .00 ($1 .50 with prices reahzed ) for our 
nexl auction. 
Catalogs picked up at our ollice are complimentary . 
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PURSER 

l~I ASSOCIATES 
INC. 
M...,. L- 0--r~. CT ... .. AUCT10" AO~rns 

1:ze.11 1a.12J7 l'f1Ct1ACL D. ' UllSl':ll 
JC,,111'.Y L. 'URSCR 

120J11-..- MfLISSA 0 . WHC.CLC.lf 

Auction Agent Services 
• Comprehensive Coverage 

Cout to Coast • Around the World 

• ~earch" Service 
• Reliable • Accurate 

•Confidential 

• Monthly Auction Newsletter 
& Calendar of Sales 

~· ASOA.A~. •A. Sl'A . AFOC~ATA. PF. CCNY 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CHOICE 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

CANADA 

PENCE ISSUES 

Bruce G. Daniels 
27 ST ATE STREET 

BOSTON, MASS. 02109 



WHY do so many American 
collectors sell through 

ROBSON LOWE 

The short answer is SERVICE, the 
best auction catalogs backed with a marketing 

expertise, unique in professional philately. 

There are ten agents in the U.S.A. plus our offices in Los Angeles, New York , and Toronto. Our 
agents are available to visit clients who want to sell and give them advice. 

With headquarters in London, an expert technical team inBournemouth producing over seventy 
fine quality catalogs each year, eleven offices in nine countries, agents in 21 other countries, the 
widest information coverage is available to vendors who want to 

SELL IN THE BEST MARKET 

Buying or Selling, You Cannot Do Better Than 
Contact 

NEW YORK-212 546 1087 ask for 
Elizabeth Pope or Scott Terpel 

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST 

Headquarters: Robson Lowe International 
10 King Street, St. James's, SWl Y 6QX 
Telephone: 1 839 4034, Telex 9164219 

AUCTION FACILITIES IN SEVEN COUNTRIES 

ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL 
a member of the Christies International Group 

10 King St., St. J ames's, London SWIY 6QX 

Cables: "Stamps London SW I" Telex: 916429 
V.A.T. No . 32317655154 
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Our Third 

PRIVATE TREATY SALE 
Features 

THE MOST GLORIOUS ASSEMBLAGE 
OF CHOICE, DESIRABLE AND RARE 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN MATERIAL 
THAT HAS EVER BEEN OFFERED 

FOR OUTRIGHT SALE 
IN ONE CATALOGUE 

IT IS READY TO BE MAILED TO YOU 
RIGHT NOW 

This catalogue, in preparation for an entire year, offers the most outstanding 
pieces of Canadian philately we have been able to assemble . Every lot is 
illustrated. 

Quality and rarity abound with many items from the Reford , Firth , Dale­
Lichtenstein, Hart , Jeffcoat , and other famous B.N.A. collections. 

From the Classics to Modem Errors, the Sale offers ESSAYS , DIE PROOFS , 
PLATE PROOFS, GLORIOUS LARGE MINT MULTIPLES , IM­
PERFORATES, COMPLETE SHEETS , and COVERS of Canada, New­
foundland, and some U.S.A. , all for immediate purchase. 

We will be pleased to send you this catalogue upon request. 

Our Annual Private Treaty Catalogue is part of our yearly subscription, which also includes a 
minimum of four major auction sales . The September and October auctions , featuring other choice 
Canadaian and Foreign material, are already at the printers. This service, which includes prices 
realized , is only $ 10.00 Canadian Funds in Canada, $ 15 .00 U.S. Funds in U.S.A. , $20.00 Canadian 
Funds overseas. 

r. maresch & son 
330 BAY ST . STE 703 ·TORONTO, CANADA M5H 2S9 • (416) 363-7777 

CEALERSIN 
RARE STAMPS 
SINCE1S24 
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UPDATING OUR FILES 

We are currently revising our Customer Index. If you would like to 
receive periodical details of items in current stock, (U.S.A., Great 
Britain, Commonwealth, and Europe to 1935), please fill in the form 
provided below and offers will follow when the next list of your country 
is available. 

Remember, we have one of the finest stocks of stamps and covers in 
the world! 

Name .................................................... . 

Address ........ .. ........................................ . 

Interests ...................... . ..... ... .... .. ............. . 

Details of offers (please tick) 

D Up to $50 

D Over $50 

W.E. Lea (Philatelists) Limited. 
Kestrel Grange, 

The Mount, 
Esher, 

Surrey KT10 8LQ 
ENGLAND 

Telephone 78 (London) 0372 68263. 



EXCELLENT FOR REFERENCE 

PERFECT FOR SELLING 

PHILATELIC 
SELLING 

11\~IF.IZS 

Follow the example of these reknowned philatelists; when the time 
came to sell their collections, they chose 

HARMERS 
THE PREMIER STAMP AUCTIONEERS TO THE WORLD 

Our brochure "Philatelic Selling" will tell you everything they learned. 
Your collection need not be worth a million dollars; $1000 market value 

will open your auction account. Contact the Gallery nearest you : 

0 

HARMERS of New York Inc. 

6 West 48th Street 
HARMERS of San Francisco Inc. 

49 Geary Street 
New York, NY 10036 San Francisco, CA 94102 

C•ble : H .. mersale New York Tel. (212) 869-5400 Cable: HarmerHle San Frencl1co Tel. (415) 391 -8244 

Also In: London, England and Sydney, Australia 


