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The 11Postal Region Ob. ~st
11

1 
Its Postal Inst itutions a nd Cancellat1on1 

by Curt R. Noske 

The "Postal Region Ob. Ost" em­
braced approximately . the border states 
of Estland, Letland, and Lithuania, and 
th e Russian proYince Grodno. It was 
establish ed by the German Army cf 
Occupation in Kowno, Janu ary 15 , 1916, 
and existed until December 31, 1918-
~lmost three years. 

According to the author's researehes 
there w er e 82 p cstoffices which used 
th eir own cancellations, a fe,,• of which 
w ere first establi shed after the R eYo -
1 ution in th e middle of November, 191S. 
These postal institutions were run al • 
most entirely by German Postal of­
fici a ls who were a part of the m!lita ry 
g overnment, and each of the districts 
h a d at least one under-postmas t er who 
a lso belonged to the militaTy govern­
m ent. The remaining operating per­
sonnel was composed of the local na-
1iona Is, part of whom were formerly 
em plo,-ed in the Russian postal serv­
ice. 

Jn Riga for example, there were 30 
postal employees of both Germans and 
nation a ls. In most of the postal sta­
t ion s the Ob. Ost Post worked !n co­
operation with the German Field Post. 
I n R iga one -half of the old Russian 
Post building was occupied by th1\ Ob. 
Ost Post, th e other half by the Ger­
man Field Post. The German Post :ip ­
erated here from October 22, 1917, un­
til D e cember, 1918-about 14 months. 

As mention ed before, the Ob. Ost 
P ost an d the Field Post were under 
the jurisdiction of the Chief Military 

•Translated from the German publi­
cation "Die Ganzsachs" my John Ga­
pinski. 

Commander of the Ob. Ost Region, and 
not unde:- the R eich 's Post Office in 
Berlin. The Ob. Ost Post therefore, 
was a military organization design i!d 
for the purpose of se1Tlng the occupa­
t ional authorities as well as the civilian 
population of these former Russian 
territories. 

It Is very difficult to make a list of 
all the postal stations that were In­
clu de d !n the Ob. Ost region. It is still 
more diffi{'ult to establish the dates on 
which the individual Post Offices were 

This issue of the BULLETIN ls a 
special Lithuania Edition. Because 
hi s tory brought Poland and Lithuania 
together as it has, collectors of either 
country's stamps find the other of •.n­
terest as well. The articles of this ls­
sue are for both Lithuania and P oland 
collectors. 

Editor 
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opened and closed. The author's re­
searches in this fi eld are not complete. 

In the preceding introduction the 
author h as g iven a short description of 
the origin of t he Ob. Ost Post. The au­
thor's Ilst of the Ob. Ost Postal Sta­
tions includes th e date of opening a nd 
date which they ceased to operate. 
(This list will appear in the next in­
stallment of this ari!cle in the June is­
sue of th e Bulletin .) It tool, many yea rs 
before th e necessary information was 
gathered to produce this list. In this 
endeavor the author was greatly as­
sisted b y the German Post Office. 

Since the Ob . Ost P ost R egion was a 
military post , and subject to the juris­
diction of the Military Comm.and, It Is 
eas ily poss ibl e th a t in spite of the fact 
that the data has been verified by the 
C'.erman Post Office, it might not be 
complete or entirely correct. Therefore, 
all specialists in this field are kindly 
requested to report any dis.:repancles, 
supplemental information or correc­
tions to the Editor to make this list 
more complete and useful. 

Although the author has carried on 
extensive correspondence with many 
specialists In this field , he has not seen 
all the cancell a tions carried in his list. 
These ca ncellations are from the fol­
lowing places: Ellei, Janlschkl (Lithu­
a nia), Kiejdany (Lithuania ),. and Rad­
ziwilischki (Lithuania ). The cancella­
tion Szczuczrn (Lithuania) has also 
never b een seen .by the author on an 
Ob. Ost stamp, but he has seen the 
cancellation Szczuczyn (without Lith­
uania) on stamp-s of the General Gouv­
ernment - Warschau. The existence 
therefore of the cancellations Elle!, 
Janlschki, K!ejdany, and I;ladziwilis­
chki must be held doubtful even though 
the Germa n Post Office was sure of 
thei r existence. 

Some Post Offices had two cancel­
lations in use, namely: Biaiys tok, Dor­
pat, Goldlngen, Grodno, K owno, Mitan, 
Poniewicz, Reva.J, Schaulen, suwalki, 
·walk, v•;riJna and 1V!lkowishki, while 
Llbau had three and Riga had six can­
<'ellations. Th e second cancelJation of 
Riga has usualJy, in the middle of the 
lower semicircle th e charac teristic let­
t er "a"; the s econd ca ncellation ct 
Gol d'ingen has the additiona l word 
''K urland," as has also the " b" can­
<'ella tion of L ibau . Th e six cancella­
tions of Riga ar;, differentiated by the 
Jc tters a, b.-, c, d , e and f. Pleskau on 
th ·:: other· hand p ossessed only a long 
ru bber stamp and forwarded its mail 
t o Walk, where the .stamps were can­
'14·2 

celled mostly with "a". 
It is very !nter;,sting that mOBt ot 

th e post offices were opened after the 
revolution and natura lly the occurence 
of these cancellations is therefore not 
so frequent. 

Jt is of great Importa nce to know 
tha t w e have to distin g uis h four per­
iods of the dates of opening of the post 
offi.ces, nam ely the middl e of Januan', 
1916, Summer of 1916, Spring of 191 8, 
and F a ll of 1918. In 1917 only two post 
offices were opened-Alt-Auz (March 
1917) and Riga (October 1917). At Alt­
Auz, which was a military air base, · 
ar.d Riga which is one of the largest 
cities, It became Imm ediately n;,ces sary 
fo r th e German Occupation ForceB to 
establish a postal service . . From Riga 
was the third extension of the pos t 
launch ed. It covered m a inly the .lands 
on the right ba nks of the Duna River, 
n a mely Estland, Livland and their 
borde ring te rritories, it even extended 
to th e form er Russ ia n prov'i.nce of St. 
Petersburg. Apparently it was very 
difficult for th e places back of Ri ga, 
like the Baltisch-Port, D orpat, F ell!n , 
Hapsal, Re\·al, Walk, to obtain the 
German bridge-stamps for cancella­
tions immediately. Therefore there 
came in existence during the early 
times of the short duration of this 
p ostal institution many varieties of 
l)rovis!onal cancellations. Even old ob­
s olete cancellation stamps and old 
Rassian cancellers were found from 
this period on the Ob. Ost .stamp!!. 

(to be continued) . 

NEW MEMBERS 
William C. Glave # ,382 

9640 S. Seeley Ave. 
Chicago 43, Ill. 

Stanislaw E. Tarczynski # 383 
5726 ·w. Ainsle st. 

Chicago 30, Ill. 
J an Iwa nicki # 384 

Skrytka Poet. 106 
Warszawa, Poland 

APPLICATIONS PEN.DING 
Dr. A. M. Rackus 

R. R . 2 
Oak Lawn, Ill. 

Vladimir M. P olchopek 
2351 Duncan St. 

Phila,delphla 24, Pa. 
K e n Montana 

86 Seymour St. 
'\Vorcester 4, Ma.ss. 

Dr. M. A. Obremski 
910 ~ '. Genesee St. 

Syracuse, N. Y. 



;\II LN f US11 

by Richard Estka 

Soviet postage stamps have appear­
ed occasionally overprinted "VILNIUS•' 
and J presume many collectors have 
wo.ndered where, when, and why they 
were iss ued. The following 1s the story 
as I know it. 

In February of 194 0 the Soviets re­
leased In the area of the town of Vll­
n a, ,Soviet postage stamps which were 
In circulation until June 24, 1941, when 
Vilna was o ccupied by the Germans. 

After th e occupation of Vilna by the 
Germans, a citizens ' committee for ;;he 
Town of Vilna w;i,s organized, which 
was under the control of the German 
"Feldkommanda ntur." Thanks to the 
initiative of this committee many civil 
offices were put · into being, among 
which was the post office which had 
been closed following the German oc­
cupation. 

On November 17, 1941, the Citizens' 
Committee of the Town of Vllna wrote 
to the Commander of the German O;:­
cupa tion Forces, Major Goring, for per­
mission to overprint the Soviet postage 
stamps wh ich were in circulation at 
the time: This permission was granted, 
and the stamps wer e overprinted "Vil­
nius" or Vilno and put into circulation 
on July 17, 1941. 

The overprinting was done by a lo­
cal printing house, "Spinduly," between 
the dates of July 12, 1941 and July 14, 
1941, under the direct supervision of a 
s pecial commission whose function 
was to see that the forms used for the 
overprinting w ere destroyed immedi­
ately upon the completion of the pro­
ject. 

The following are the quantiti€s ov­
erprinted and the Scott numbers of 
the Soviet stamps used for this Issue: 
Scott's 
Russia Quantity 
No. Value Color Overptd. 

#734 5 Kop. Brick Red 80,000 
#r616 10 Blue 80,000 
#735 1·5 Green 80,000 
#617 20 Grey-Green 4-0,000 
#736 30 Blue 80,000 
#424 50 Brown 20,000 
#736-A.60 Carmine-Red 40,000 
#628 80 Carmine-Red 8,000 
# '635 1 Rub. Red-Bla ck 5,0 00 

From these figures it ca n be s een 
that the m aximum numbe r of sets 
available are 5,000, which is not very 
large. 

"Vilnius" Type 

"Vilnius" Type It 

These stamps wer e in circulation 
from July 17, 1941 t o August 31, 1941. 
On September 1, 1941 they were re­
placed by th e .normal German stamps 
with Hi tle r 's profile in values o! l 
Pfg. to 80 Pfg. ove rprinted "Ostland" 
which means "Eastern territories." 

Th e over print wa s typographed 'Uld 
th r ee d iffe rent types 'l'l·ere used. 

T)·pe I-Small and thin Ietten, en 
values 5, 10 , 15, 20, 30, 50, 60Kop. 
Length of the word "Vilnius'• ll'n,mm. 
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}~eight of the word ''Vilnius" '2½mm. 
o,·erprinted in a semi-gloss, black ink. 
On compl ete sheets of 100 stamps. 

Typ e II-Longer and thicker letters, 
on the 80Kop. valu e. L eng th of the 
\1·ord . "Vilnius" 19mm. Height of the 
\\' ord • "Vilnius" 3½mm. Overprinted in 
a semi-gloss, black ink. On complete 
sheets of 50 stamps. The spaces on the 
~heet betwe en the words "Vilnius" are 
\'ariable. 

Type III-.Same as Type II except, 
s:lghtly higher, and printed in grew 
un the 1· Ruble value, on complete 
sheets of 50 stamps. 

Originally the canceller use d was the 
L ithuanian double circle dia. 25mm.-
16mm. with a single_ line space 8½mm. 
through the center in which wau in­
ser t ed the date. The n ame of the t own 
" ·as in the space between the two cir­
cles a t th e t op. This cancellation was 
put into effect on November 30, 1939, 
by the Lith uania ns and suppressed by 
the So,·iets in Febr uary of 1941. 

Th e stamps were issued for use !n 
Vilna, and the neighboring towns of 
Troki, Nowo• 'Wilejka, Kolonje VVilen­
s k ie, etc ... 

The rates established were as fol­
lows: 

A normal inland letter-
up to 20 grams-15 K0p. 

A normal foreign letter-
up t o 20 grams-30 Kop. 

A registered inland letter-
up to 20 grams-45 Kop. 

A registered foreign letter-;-
up to 20 grams-60 Kop. 

In each of the three t ypes many ir­
regularities exist, such as a thin "S," 
•brok en "S," etc.. . . . Moreo'ver, there 
are known errors in printing and of 
thes e the most interesting and the 
r a rest are: 

5 Kop.-Two sheets are known to 
h a Ye h a d an inverteg overprint appl!ed , 
one of which was sold on July 17, 1941, 
in the Central Post Office in Vilna to 
a German soldier. The second sheet 
\\·a s sold in Trok!. 60 copies are known 
t o be imperforate and come from the 
1·i;;h t side of the sheets. 

.Su Kop .-Two shee ts of 50 stamps 
ea ch a re known to be inverted . One 
sheet (50 pieces) was sold partially in 
t he Central Post Office (Grobe-Str). 
The second was sold in th e Post Of­
fice in the Adam Mickiewicz street. 
:l!or eo\'e r. we see on every sheet of an 
~O k op. valu e in positions 7, 17, 27 , 37, 
a :1 cl 47 in the word "Vilnius" greater 
dista n~es between the letters "l-n" 
and 'in positi ons 19, 29, 39, and 49 have 
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a greater dis tance between th e letters 
11 i-11." 

In addi t ion t o the foregoing, one 
shee t (100 stamps) of th e 20 K op. val­
u e with in \'erted overprint and one 
sheet (50 stamps) of th e 1 Ru ble valu e, 
in whi ch th e last pos ition is minus 1he 
overprint are known. These are bo th 
considered printers' waste. 

After this issu e had been in circu­
la tion for some time an d the high 
values became exhausted, th e value cf 
them began to in crease rapidly, so that 
in · about September of 1941 the price 
ask ed for a complete s et of the "Vil· 
nius" overprints was about 100 times 
i t.s nominal worth. 

Forgeries 

The first forgeries of these s tamps 
were discovered in S eptember 194 1, and 
were on th e 80 K op. and 1 Rub. valu% . 

They can be distinguishe d from the 
originals in tha t there is a slight dif· 
ference in type, and the ink is lus tre­
less instea d of semi - glossy as on the 
orig ina ls. The ink on th e 1 Ruble value 
is a vivid g reen instead of a normal 
green . 

In NoYember 1941 I discovered a 
secon<l, better falsification. In tha t is­
sue th e ink is som ewha t semi-glossy 
and r esembles the origina l very close­
ly. It can be dis tinguished f rom th t.l 
origina ls in that each letter of t h e 
overprint has an irregular Impression . 
During th is same p eriod were discov­
e r ed forgeries of the 5 and 80 Kop. with 
an invert e d overprint. 

Th ere are no known forgeries of the 
basic stamp with the oYerprint, all 
stamps are genuin e, only the overprint 
being falsified. 

S ince a need existe d for this issue 
and p ermission was granted to the 
Citizens ' Committee by th e Command­
er of the occupyin g forces for the ir 
issuance th ey are cons id er ed as on e 
of th e legitimate local issues of the 
E as t ern Terr a ins, which were occu• 
pi ed by the Germ an s , and fo r th at rea ­
son are eag erly sough t after b y the col• 
lectors of th e stamps of P ola nd, Lith­
ua nia and Russia . 

The stamps appea red durin g 1942-
194 J in auctions of the phila telic firm 
"Ma winsk i" in V\·arsa w and were plac­
ed in th e class b,· the phi latelis ts as 
th e "PostgelJie t Oberst, Ma rienwerder , 
Gen. Gou v. Vi'arschau, Mittel•Litauen , 
etc ..... " In some P olish price lists ot 
J 91 7 th e prices of this issu e were very 
high. 



Central Lithuania 
by Chester A, S chafer 

(Reprinted from STAMPS Feb. 26, '49) 

Collector.s of P ola nd stamps a re in­
t er ested in the p os ta l is sues of Cen ­
tra l Lithuania for historical r easons . 
Central L ith uania is a s m all territo:·y 
aruund the city of '\Yilno, n orth eas t uf 
Poland. At une time it was a grand 
duchy of Lithuania , tut at the end of 
th e 18th century it fell und er Russian 
rul e. 

After ·world vVar I this territory was 
·cl a imed by both Poland and Lithuania. 
The Soviet government recognized th e 
Lithuania n claim, and a state of war 
began to exist. P oli sh armies und er th e 
c ommand of Joseph Pilsuclski enter e d 
\\' i lno. The Sovi ets then . assembled 
considerable forces and in June 1920 
began a m a jor offensive. The Poles 
w ere forced to leave '\\;ilno and to 
aban d on their positions on the Bug riv­
er, s o that the enemy was able to ap ­
proach the very gates of v;·arsaw. The 
si tu·auon wa s extremely serious. 

A Polish Council of National De ­
fense was formed. France sent some 
w a r m a teria l and a military mission 
und er Genera l , Veygand.· Then Pilsud­
ski dec id ed to attack the Russian s . 
General ,Sikorski, in command of th e 
n orthern army, successfully attacked 
superior Soviet forces. A powerful of~ 
fens ive from the south by the ms.in 
P oli sh army u nder Pilsudski brought 
on in August the "Ba ttle of ,,:arsaw," 
and the Soviets were d efeated, and re ­
treated in disorder. 

ln the north the Sovi ets were forced 
out from t he cities of Zamosc, Ko,Yel. 
\Yolyn, and Bialorus. Above the Nie ­
m an river Lithuanian forces, which in 
an agreement with the Soviets were 
promised '\\' ilno, Grodno, and Lida, un­
ited with Soviet forces and occupied 
vV-ilno. On Sep.tember 1, >in arml~t!ce 
was signed with P oland and Lithuania. 
Pilsudski appealed to the Leag ue of 
Nation s to set tle the boundaries, and 
a Commission from th e League ar­
r ived at Su\\·a.Iki. The Commission as ­
signed the region of Vi' ilno to Lithu­
ania in the Suwalki Compac t of Oc­
tober 7, 1920. 

But General Z e!igowsld, whose Pol­
ish White Russia n-Lithuanian Army 
Division \\-as mad e up mostly of nat­
iYes of the \\'ilno region, occupied ,,n. 
October 9, Vi' ilno a nd the districts of 
\\' il enski , Trocki, Oszm!anski , and ,Swi ­
ec-ianski. Pilsudski and the Polish Gov -

Coat of Arms 

ernment, bound by the Suwalki Com­
pac t , could not s!i.nc tion this action; 
and for thi s r eason th e abovement ioned 
r egions w er e form ed into a separate 
sta te--Central Lithuania. 

This state la st ed until 1~22, when it 
w as a nn exed to Poland. In 193 9. wh en 
th e :\'azi a rmies inva d ed Poland, So­
,·i et armies simultaneous ly began oc ­
cupying Polan d 's eastern border la nds 
which inc lud ed the Central Lithuania 
r egion. Toda:, it is Soviet d ominated. 

\ Vhen the state of Central Lithuania 
w a s established, a temporary Govern­
m ent Commission was formed. This 
commission organized a Dei)artment of 
Commun ications an d Publ ic \T orks, 
and appointed Alexan der Gasztowt M 

Director. Th e follO\Ying postal sta tions 
w ere opened succes sively: Vi"i!no 1, 
l'i.ilno 2, Oszmiana, S,Yieciany, Kowo­
Swiecia ny, Podbrodzie, J\1ejszagola, 
Swir, Troki, K owa -l'i'ilejk a, Ign olino, 
l'i·orni any, Land\\-arow, Lyntupy, Rud­
zis zki, Soly, H oden iszk i, J\1ichal iszld, 
Olkieniki, K omoje, Smorgonie, ,,·nno­
Sejm. Niem encz,·n, Hu,1ogaj, J{obylnik, 
B,·strzyca, T,Yerecz, and Zuprany. 

In spite of its unimportant postal 
activity, Central Lith uania issued, in a 
p el'iod of on e and a half y ears, e!eYen 
different postal issues ,. of which ten 
w er e imperfora t e as well as p erfora~e. 
The total value of th e stamps issu ,:, d 
amounted to about 2,000,000,000 marks. 
Th ey were hardly used postally; ihe 
grea ter amoun t was sold for phila t e lic 
pu rposes at a lower cost th a n their 
nominal valu e. In-com e derived fr:im 
th e sale of th es e stamps f or ph:late;ic 
purposes, contributed mainly to Cen ­
tra l Lithuania's fin a n cia l existence. 

The stamps of Cen tra l Lithu a nia or­
iginally cancelled are very rare; the 
greater amount found used are can­
celled "to oblige'• or are from phila­
telic covers. 
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History of the "Lithuania" Philatelic Society 
By Miss Eve A. Lukas 

From records in the files of '.h e 
"Lithuania" Philatelic Society it seems 
tha t great attempt has been made to 
maintain an historical account of the 
development and continuing activity of 
the Society. There are numerous in­
stances where such information Is 
h elpful to write a story of the found­
ing of the Society, telling th~ circum­
stances connected thvrewlth and then 
m entioning the principal items of his- • 
torical Interest, the various meetings, 
the various speakers, the names of 
th ose s e1·ving as offi.;ers and principal 
workers, and other item s about which 
a 1·ecord ls to be kept. 

lt is interesting to note that on Oc­
tober 20, 1946, at the "Lithuania n Daily 
Friend" publisher's office, 2334 South 
Oa kley Avenue, Chicago, Ill., a group 
of collectors, organized by Mr. Igna t­
ius Sakalas, met with the purpose of 
forming a Philatelic Society, mainly 
to d evelop interes t and the study d 
stamps and philatelic history of Lith­
u ania. From this beginning the s ociety 
has enjoyed a steady growth. 

The membership consists a pproxi­
matelv 60 m embers; am ong whom are 
th e f~remost specialists in the world 
in this fi eld. Th e Junior Division ia 
prngressing splendidly. ~Ieetings are 
h el d at 8: 00 p.m. every fourth Thurs­
day of each month at a new location: 
Da riu s -Girenas L egion Han, 4416 So. 
, ves t ern AYenue, Chicago, Ill. During 
the Society's current year members 
ha\'e enj oyed the talks and presenta­
tions of Colon el O. H. Schrader, Dr. 
,valter M. Eisin, Dr. Al. M. R a ckus, 
Ben Reeves , Lee Fergus, and V\'. E. 
Norton of Philadelphia, Pa. 

A Bi-monthly Bulletin is publish ed 
a nd through its pages. the m embers of 
the "Lithuania" Philatelic Society is 
k ept m ore closely in touch with each 
other. 

The Society has had three philate,ic 
exhibits to its credit. The latest one 
h eld April 3-4, 1949, at the Darius-Gl­
renas L egion Auditorium, 4416 South 
V\"estern Avenue, Chicago, where the 
Exhibition judges were the leading 
m embers of t he Polonus Philatelic So­
ciety: Atty. L ester J a nkowsk i, Mr. Ben 
Ree\"es, an d Mrs. ChriHine Grinius . A 
la rge nu mber of collectors and th~lr 
guests atten ded the exhibit. 

Award Winners 
Grand Award for Lithuania 
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,v. E. NORTON, Philad elphia, Penn. 
for Proofs and Essa ys-Central Lith­
ua nia. 

Grand Award for other than Lithuani• 
DR. H. POLLACK for a spe·cialized 
collection of Brunswick. 

General Awards 
Lithuania 

Dr. V\'alter M. Eisin-Lithua nia. 1919 
l{aunas and Vilnius Issues ; positions 
an d printing Yarieties-Trophy 
Miss Eve A. Lukas-:-hig hlights of 
Lithuania as told by h er post~e 
stamps-Silver Medal 
John Green-Lithuania n Post :Marks 
~ilver Medal 
Yictoria Tubelis for covers of Lith­
uania-Bronze Medal 
Ig nati us Sal,alas-Lithuanian Com­
m emoratlv es--Bronze Medal 

Other than Lithuania 
Col. O. H . Schrader-Nepal In Asia 
--Trophy 
John J . Sauciunas, Kingston , Pa.­
U. S. First Flight Covers-"Silver 
Medal 
Richard · M. Lukas-Arts In stamps­
Bronze Medal 

Specia l A war d : Miss Eve A. Lukas­
Central F ederation of Stamp Clubs 
(for Lithua n ia)-Historical Award 

Jun ior Awards 
Stanley R. Valentine, for Croatia-Tro­

phy 
Michael Gedwill, Jr., for L ithuanian 

Postcards-Gold Medal 
Edward Norkus, for German Semi­

Postals-Silver Medal 
David A. K amm, for U . S. Blocks-

Bronze Medal 
Th e foll owing philatelists exhibited (by 
invitation) in the Non-Competitive 
Group: Harold Dermody, Cicero, Ill.; 
D1·. \\'alter M. Eisin, Ignatius Sakalas, 
Dr. H erbert Pollack, Atty, Lester Jan­
kowski, VV. E . Norton, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Col. 0. H . Schrader,. S. M. Farn­
dell , Ben Reeves, and Stanley J . Pa·1l­
lus. 

At th e present time, the society Is 
engaged in compiling th e information 
for a Li thuanian hand book In the Eng­
lish language. Vi'h en complete d, this 
w ill und oubtedly n ot only be a great 
contribu tion to th e philatelic r ecord, 
but should also have a far reaching 
effect in continuing to increase inter­
est in Lithuanian Philately. 

The officers for the current year are: 
Dr. V\'alter M. Eisln, President; (g-· 
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nat!us Saka las, Vice-President; Miss 
Eve A. Lukas, Secretary; V . Petraus­
kas, Treasurer; John " 7endt, Progrc1m 
Cha irma n; Michael E. A . G ed will, Jr. , 
Cha irman of the Junior Group; Board 
of Directors: John Green and J. Kli­
mas . The annual m embership du es for 
r esident m em bers are $3. 00; non-res­
id cn t $2 . 00 per year, which Includes 
th e Bull etin. Any inquiries concern­
ing th e society ,,-m be cheerfully an­
swered by I\Iiss Eve A . Lukas, s ec:e­
ta n·. 7011 South Artesian Ave., Chicago 
29 ,. Ill . 

Dear Mr. D omar: 
"As r eques ted. I will try my best 

to gi ve what impressions I can of my 
two vis its to the Phila telic Muse11m !n 
·war-saw. It is located on the fifth floor 
of the Ma in Post Office, at th e corner 
of l\fokotow ska and N owogrod ska. This 
is one of the few buildings tha t es ­
caped destructi on b y th e Germa ns. 
Th e Mu seu m itself is contained in one 
large r oom. In th e center are display 
cases, and more cases are around the 
w a ll s which are co,·ered with such 
i tems as old (18th centun·) post-of­
fi ce sig ns, photos tats of d ocuments 
p ertaining t o R oyal mai ls in the days 
of th e Kin g dom, et c. One exhibit Is 
th e uniform of a nineteenth century 
postman. Th e display cases contain 
m a inly proofs , dies. an d errors of post­
wa r stamps. There are also di e proofs 
of r ej ected d es igns. Th e Philatelic So ­
c iety meets In the mu seum , a nd holds 
its meetings, as mu ch as I could gath ­
er with my limited knowledge of Pol­
is h- much the same as m eetings are 
h eld in the U. S. , u s ua ll y concluding 
W'lth an auction. Pictures of th e bul!d­
ing appeared on some corner cards 
last year. 

'"As to price trend s, they are diffi­
cult to in dicate, for th er e a r e many 
rates of exchange in Pola nd. For in­
stance, th e official ra te is still 100 
zloty t o th e d ollar. Diplomat ic mis­
s ions are granted 400/1, th e black m ar ­
k et vari es between 800 and 1200; Im­
p orters and exporters are ~ometimes 
granted 1200, and sailors are given 
1400. If one uses the 800 figu re, you 
will get a fair picture, for all prices 

ar(- more or less based on black market 
rates. At this rate, many Items are 
ch eaper than in t he U. S. Th e one 
notable exce pt ion are the Krakows. 
Th e 3 and 5 h eller values cataloging 
$7 . 50 in Scotts' sel l for about 4500 1o • 
50 00 zloty with a Mikstein guarantee. 
Vi' ithout th e guarantee they may be 
ha d for about 3000, but th ey are pre~­
ty sure t o be forgeries. A striking 
ba rgain is the Katowice Exhibition 0v­
erprinted set, which could be had for 
a bou t 500 zloty. Also, the rarer PORT 
GDANSK Items were r ela tively cheap, 
the top price being 3500 zloty for the 
scarcer of the two bla ck presidents (lK 
24). U . S. stamps when a Yailable , 
could be amazingly ch eap. 

Imperfs of po~twar Issu es are not 
r-ncou n te r ed too oft en but usually ,:;ell 
for about 3000 for a single, or double 
tha t for a pa ir. I bought a pair of 
Scotts' 390 for 5000 zloty. 

Continuing with prices, The Warsa\\· 
Philatelic Sheet, (# 251) sell s for about 
50 (J0 zloty. Th e first London set for 
1200, the second for 800 zloty. Th e first 
postwar 25 a nd 50 gr. eagle and Grune­
wald nlonument in imJ}erf pa irs is rat­
e d the rares t p ostwar imperf. Price for 
pa irs of th e t\\·o is 12000. The booklet 
of proofs of th e W orkers series is 
14000 zlo t y. T he most expensive of the 
occupation issues was the last s emi­
postal 10+1 0 whi ch sells for 2000 zloty. 

R. A. WILS ON .... JJD 

"Have rec'd th e April iss ue of the 
Bulletin in which th e N ew Iss ue col­
umn listed all of th e 1948 iss ues of 
Pola nd in sequen ce. You have hit the 
nail on th e h ead and I a m sure it is 
appreciated by all of our m emb ers who 
collect Poland and r ea d th e Bulletin. 

Other sources a re u sually t oo late 
t o be of much u se. K eep up th e good 
w ork." 

Alex. ·warot #96 

.......................... 
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Chester Vi'. Ma.ko wsTi.!, Chmn. 
2~15 \Y . Cortez St. 
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WARWISZKI 

by W. E, Norton 

(Reprint ed from the L ithuania 
Phil. Soc. Bulletin) 

iYanl'iszki. a town on the Niemen 
Ri\·er, found itself located in disputed 
t c i·l"itory b etween Centra l Lithuania 
and Lithuania J1roper as a result of a 
<l ecision by the L eague of Nations 
wh ich had awarded it to Lithuania 
proper. 

On :!\larch 33, 1923 the inhabitants 
of the town rebelled against this de­
cision and the "\Yar'\\·iszki Armed Forc­
es Command, which took over, caused 
to be iss ued a set of three overprin•.ed 
Polish postage .sta mps which would 
supposedly prepay postage on letters 
to the nearest Poli sh P os t Office. 

On March 27, 1n3 the insurrecti on 
w a s liquidated by the L ithuanians cap­
turing th e t ow n and i-n so doing burned 
it to the :;round. 

1923 III 23-iVARWISZKI Local Issue 

Polis h Stamps (Scott #164-166) 
with oYerprin~ 

J. 
2. 
3. 

50mk 
l OOm k 
2ormk 

SA:IIORZAD 
WARWJSZKI 

T otal Issue 
Red & Greenish 1000 
Dark Bro'\\·n & Orange 500 
Black & Rose 200 

Th e stamps of the above mentioned 
issue w '2 r e cancelle d in ,·iolet with a 
circular hand rubb er stamp~ 35mm. in 
d ia meter. in the center of which is an 
ea ~·le '\\"ith skull and cross bones be­
n eath; also. there is the inscription 
*SA:!\lORZAD iVARi\'ISZKI* 'KOME­
!\'D.-\ SILY ZBROJKET (AUTOXO­
:li(ll'S WAR\l'JSZKf-ARMED FORC­
ES COMllfAKD) 

Th ere can be fou n d two types of this 
0,· r- rprint dis t in _::,-uishable by the dash 
th a t is located bet'\\·een the two Jines 
of oYerprint: One t'.-'Pe has a d a sh 4 
mm. lon g with a double ben d and end-s 
at the Je tter "R'• of "SA.MORZAD," 
an d th e second type h a s a dash 4½mm 
Jong with a triple bend and ends at 
th E- lett e r "Z" of "S.-\l\fORZAD." The 
w o:-d ing of the o,·erprint is s et up in 
"grotesque" style of type which has 
no serifs. 

S11J·,s eo uen1l)· th es e stamps have been 
p- C' nerousl,· co11nterfeited wh'ich can t,e 
<listin guish ed by the dash between th e 
li n es o r the style of let tering in the 
oYerprint which is "antique." (L etters 
v.-ith serifs. ) 
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NEW ISSUES 
J. J. Domar 

ln lin e wi th predictions some months 
ago a move w a s begun in earnest to 
wi thdra\\' from circulation many of the 
stamps in curren t u se. 

By order of the Postmaster General 
on September 16th the fol lo\\'ing were 
\\'ithdra\\' n from cfrc ula tion as of Oc­
tobe r 15, 1948: 
Gda nsk issue, 

1 zloty , iss ued 11-15-45 and 1-25-47 
2 zloty, issu ed 11-15-45 an d 12-1-46 
3 zloty, issu e 5- 9-46 

Bedzin Ca stle, 
5 zloty, issued 11-1-46 and 12-1- -16 

Prince Henry of Siles .,i .. 
6 zlot,,. issued 11-1-46 

P ri nce H enry of Silesia, 
overprinted 5 zl. iss u ed 2-25-47 

L anckorona Castl e, 
JO zloty, issued 12-16-46 
Br order of the Postmaster General 

on :!\'o,·ember 4th. t o t ecome effective 
on NoYember 15, th e 18 zl., European 
R ailwa,· Schedules Conference sta:11p 
issued on October 6th was also with­
dra wn. 

In addition. by order of the Post­
master• Genera l on J:rnuary 8th, the 
follo'\\·ing were '\\"ithdrawn to b ecome 
effecti\"e as of Januar,· 15th, 1949: 
"Folish Culture" 

2 z!. yello'\\·-brown. Issued Mar . 15. '47 
2 zl. orange, issued '.\fa,· 18, 1947 

(Brat Al l:ert) v'i·inter-Help 
2+1s zl. issued D ecember 21, 1947 

Postcards 
B,• orde r of the P ostmaster Gene:-al 

dat ed J an uary 8, 1949 . to be put Into 
circulation J a nuar,· 15th, a single (no 
return) postcards was to b e r eleased. 
It bears th e portrait of President Bie­
rut. 10 zl oty Ya lu e. 14 5x105 mm. in size 
and both the inscript ions and stamp 
are printed in red. 

-Przeglad Filatelistyczny #6 

Czechos loYakia• is giYing considera­
iion to a stamp portra,·ing Chopin, :n 
commem oration of th e 100th anniver­
s a r,' of his d eath and Poland in turn 
,•,-i'.l issu e a stamp p ortraying Smetana. 
,\s is kn o'\\-r1. F rance h as already hon­
Drr d th e memory of Chopin with a 
sta 1np. 
-Tile CzechosloYa l, Sp ecialist Apr. '19 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

J oseph A. Tylke 
R. 2 

Elmhurs t, Ill. 
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