


If your wife 
wouldn't give 2c for 

your collection 
... try Harmer, Rooke? 

WE'LL GET YOU 
A LOT :M:OREI 

No reflection on your "better hair' but It'• a fact or Ute for moat serious col­
lectors. Wives usually fail to understand why you put eo· much time and 
money ••• (If she really knew how much money ••• oh boylll), Into your stamps 
or coins. In a strange way she probably sees your philatelic or numismatic 
activity as some psychologlcal extenalon of your boyhood days or, at the 
very least, a good way for you to keep out of trouble. In our 67 years or 
dealing with sophisticated collectors all over the world, we've come to 
understand. 

That's why private collectors u well u estates and trust departments haw 
come to depend on the expertise and profesalonill Integrity of Harmer, 
Rooke ••• the world's first major stamp & coin dealer and auction houae. 
When and If you decide to stop " fighting" your wife let Harmer, Rooke make 
prompt arrangement for the Immediate aaJe of your collection at extremely 
attractive prlca. 

•NO PROPERTY TOO l.ARGEl•NO DISTANCE TOO QREATI 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED PHILATELIC AUCTIONS ARE HELD 
IN OUR OWN GALLERIES and OPEN TO MAIL BIDDERS 

Wtlle tor '*"Pl,_IUr/ auction catalog and dactlptNe bl'OCllllt9 
UU THE CONVENIENT COUPON BELOW 

HARMER, BOOKE & CO., INC. 
Negolltnll In Fin• Proper!,_ 

•

- Eatllllllled: 
LONDON-1IOI • NEW YORK-11H 

THI! HARMl!R, ROOKE BUILDING 
I04 FIFTH AYl!NUE 

NIEW YORK. N. Y. 10020 

For direct Inquiry, CALL (2f2} 785-38U. 
For long dl11anc1, Cal/ collect. 

APPRAISERS • SALES AGENTS 
AUCTIONEERS 

-----Negotlants of the----­
CARDINAL SPELLMAN COIN COLLECTION 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
804 5th Avenue, New York 10020 

D Pit ... Hncl auction catalog and 
put me on your m1111ing ll1L 

D I haw material for auction or u 11. 
Pll8H contact 1111. 

CITY------ITATI ___ _ 

PHONl------Zlt---~ 

The Collect ors Club Phllatell 11t 111 publlllhed bl-monthb' (J&n., llila.r., May, J uly , Sept., Nov.) by the Collec­
tors Club, Inc., 22 Eaet 36 Street, N ew York, N. Y. 10018 • .Annual Sub11crlptlon Ratea: - •10.00; ,7.60 for non­
profit lnstltu tlon11. Free to all members. Individual ooplea - p .oo ea. 

C Tbe Collectors Club, Inc. 1970 
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THE MOST ' 'ALUABLE STAMP 

IN THE WORLD 

The British Guiana, 1856 "One Cent" was recently sold 

by us for $280,000.00 in our 1970 auction sale of Rarities of 
the World. 

We are already looking ahead to our 1971 Ra ri ty S a le a nd if 

you have U . S . or Foreign Rarities to offer, of suitable quality or 

value for these outstanding auctions, we suggest you advise us 

promptly of what you have . Many would-be sellers have been dis­

appointed by not reserving space for important lots they wished to 

sell in our Ra rity Auctions . Therefore, please advi se us now ... you 

don' t have to send us the stamps at this tim e, just let us know what 

you would like to include. 

lo EAST 52nd STREET NEW YORK, N. Y . 10022 
Tel.: 212 PLaza 3-6421 
322 



THE CO LLEC T ORS C Ll'B PHILATELIST, \ .OL. 49, :'\O. 6 
22nd A. S. D. A. 

National Postage Stamp Show 

NOVEMBER 20, 21, 22, 1970 

AT THE NEW 

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN CENTER 
7th A VENUE AT 32nd STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

The Largest National Postage Stamp Show 

in the United States 

400 FRAME EXHIBIT INCLUDING: 

U.S. POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

UNITED NATIONS POSTAL ADMINISTRATION 

FOREIGN POST AL ADMINISTRATIONS 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

CARDINAL SPELLMAN PHILATELIC MUSEUM 

AND MANY OTHERS 

125 DEALER BOOTHS 

20 ST AMP CLUB LOUNGES 

SPONSORED BY 

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

147 WEST 42nd STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepa re again our famous 27,000 

cata logues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA 8023 Z U R I C H (Switzerland) 
Bahnhofstrasse 102 P.O.B. 
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last in case .. . 

You would like to sell 

your TREASURES Nat­

urally at TOP PRICES 

only. Why not make use 

of our services. 

EDGAR MOHRMANN 
& co. 

well known all over 

the world 

During the long years of doing business, we have handled practically 
all existing rarities of world renown - including the BLUE and RED 
MAURITIUS POST OFFICE. 

High-class collections and singles from all spheres of philately are 
always offered in our auction or bought outright. 

SPRING SALE 

February 1971 

Entries should reach us till the end of this year. 

Suitable material is being accepted now . 

EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO . 
1'he partner for ambitious customers . 

Speersort 6 

HAMBURG 1 / Germany 

Cables: EDMORO 
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NEW I HARRIS 
·US/BNA 

I 

Pn·cc 
$1.00 

HARRIS 1970-1971 EDITION 

UNITE D 
.STATE S 
S TAMPS 

UNITED NATIONS 
BRITISH NORlH AMERICA 

CATALOG 
With 
thousands 
of price 
changes 

$JOO 
• 200 PAGES, 2,000 ILLUSTRATIONS. 

• OE LUXE FLAT-BACK BINDIN G. 

• HEAVY WAS HABLE COVERS. 

• HIGH DUALITY PAPER . 

• LATEST UP·TO ·THE·MINUTE REVISIONS. 

One o f th e most impo rtant ed itions in our more than 37 yea rs of publi shing 
thi s most widely used ca talog - a "must" for eve ry stamp col lec tor . Com ­
piled and edited by th e ex perts of H. E. Harri s and Co., The World' s 
Larges t Stamp Fi rm. 

• All major U . S. Postage and Airmail issues ... PLUS Special Delivery, 
Parce l Post, Envelope Squares, Postal Card s, Officia ls, Revenues, Postage 
Du es; a lso other popular spec ial t ies. 

• Com pl ete illu s trated u. S. Possessions, Confederate States, United 
N a ti ons and British North America . 

• Big "Americana" sect ion. Mounted co ll ections, a lbums, popular supplies 
and accessor ies. 

• U. S. Stamp Id entifier - fully illu strated, check your own col lection for 
va lu able hidd en stamp t reasures! 

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
r: E HARR IS & CO., Catalog Dept. Boston, Mass. 02117. 

I Pl ~as~ RUSH me , post fr ee, th e NEW 1970-1971 EDITION of 
you r 200 page catalog, UNITED STATES STAMPS , U.S . POS­
SESSI O NS, UNITED NATIONS & BRITISH NORTH AMERICA , 

H. E. HARRIS 

I 
including the U. S. Stamp Iden t ifier, e tc. I am enclos ing S1 .00 . 

Name ----------------------~ 

City & 

&GO. 
CATALOG DEPT. 

BOSTON 

MASS. 02117 I Address 

\.!' .• '.e. -;;;;.- ;;;;;;,;;;,;;;,;;;,-.-.- . -. -. -. -;;;-;,;;;,;;;,-.-.- .- .- ;;;;;. z.ip -----....... F• o- u•n•d•e•d• i•n• l• 9• 1• 6- .. 
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There's nothing to it ... 

You're never hesitant about bidding in a New York auction yet, for some reason, 

you may have deferred bidding in an :rnction overseas because you feel it invoJ,es a 

series of complicated proced urea. 

Not a t all - nothing could be easier. 

Catalogues are sent to you in p len ty of time for you to read them at your leisure 

and bid (in dollars). Payment can be made (in dollars!) eith er with your own private 

check or whatever is the most convenient method to you. It's as simple as that I 

Take the first step .... mail th e coupon below and we' ll send yon a copy of one 

of the most luxurious auction catalogues publishecl in the worlcl on Postal History*. 

Sales are held every three weeks - you 're always in time for the next one! 

*Postal History is the study 
of the USE of the postage stamp. 
It includes stamps on cover, 
postal stationery and cancellations. 
It can be either simple or 
technical ( just like any other 
form of Phila tely), depending 
entirely upon your own choice of 
collecting, and is the natural 
''next step forward'' for the adult 
collector who has grown tired of 
trying to keep pace with today's 
''new issues''. 

Pl ease send me your Postal History 
auction ca talogue for the next sale. 

Name 

Address 

...... Z ip No. 

RIGB Y P . A ., 31 R ichmond H i ll , 
B ournemouth, England . 

(D/1) 

RIGBY PHILATELIC AUCTIONS LTD. 

31 Richmond Hill, Bournemouth, England. 

The Largest Postal History Auctioneers in the World. 
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1. A retail dealer's stock cataloging in excess of 1 :J;,i'. million dollars P.O.R. 

2. Highly specialized collection of a relatively "unpopular" country with many 

rare covers, reconstructions, multiple pieces - of exhibition calibre $.5,000.00 

3. A beautiful world-wide collection in forty volumes, mostly mint. Very high 

catalog value, a gorgeous lot! $65,000.00 

4. Collection of FLORIDA postal history. Many hundreds of covers, including 

rare and unique items ...... $4,500.00 

5. A comprehensive collection of Central American postal history. Unusual and 

attractive items dating back to Colonial days - from a well-known collection . 

P .O .R. 

Full particulars regarding any of the above offerings on request . Write or 

phone today . 

W e a lso have many other collections, lots , 

etc . of lesser importance for sale. AND are 

very interested in purchasing sizable hold­

ings as well. If you have a fine collection 

for sale or wish to sell through our auctions, 

please contact us at once. We will travel 

anywhere to view important properties. We 

will be open all summer to serve you. 

Phone : 305 373 5254 

FLORIDA 
Stamp/I~ 

Douglas P. Ball * lkuce W . Ball * John P. Morgan 

1635 du Pont Bldg., Miami, Fla. 3313 ~ 
Est , 1912 
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Minkus 1971 Catalogs 

The 'special' ones 

Enjoy the 'special' catalogs - the ones with the most stories and information about t he stamps; 

with prices based on common market averages and a numbering system that is growing increas­

ingly popular because it's based on good old American common sense. 

NEW WORLD WIDE 
Over 53 ,500 clear illustrations; more than 75,000 price changes. Lists every major and minor 

varieties than any other catalog. Sto ries on the stamps and an informative introduction to e och 

country. 

VOL UME I: Th., Americas, Afri ca, A sia, an d the British Commonwealth of Notio ns 

- 1796 pages -------------------------------------------······--------------------··············· ·· ········· ·· ············ ···· $9.50 

$9.50 VOLUME 11: Europe an d C olonies - 1764 pages -------------------·····-·· ·················-·········-···· 

NEW AMERICAN 
You'll feel like o "new American" with this sprightly, in formative, comprehensive, and auth­

o ritat ive catalog. Includes all regulars, commemoratives, duck stamps, postal savings, C o n­

federate States, U. S. Possessions and Administrative areas, United Nations and more . 328 

pages -------------------------------·-----------------·---·------------------------------------ ·········-·····-······································· $4.00 

GUARANTEE: 
If you are not completely satisfied with the Mink us Catalogs, return them to your favorite Stamp 
and Coin Department for full credit or refund. 

Minkus Catalogs available at your nearest Stamp and Coin Department : 

Vis it, write or phone : 

ATLANTA, GA.-Rich's 
BAL Tl MORE, MD.-Hutzler's 
BEVERLY HILLS, CAL .-J. W. Robinson 
BOSTON , MASS.-Jordan Marsh 
CHEVY CHASE, MD.-Woodward & Lothrop 
CHICAGO, ILL.-Marshall Field & Co. 
CINCINNATI , OHIO-Pogue's 
CLEVELAND, OHIO-The Higbee Co. 
COLUMBUS, OHIO-Lazarns 
DALLAS, TEXAS-Sanger- Harris 
DENVER, COLO.-May - D & F Co. 
DETROIT, MICH .-J . L. Hudson Company 
GARDEN CITY, N. Y.-Gimbel's Roosevelt 

Field 
HARTFORD, CONN.-G. Fox 
HOUSTON , TEXAS-Foley' s 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.-L. S. Ayres & Co. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF.-J . W . Rob i n son 
MILWAUKEE, WISC.-Gimbel's 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN .- D ayton's 

NEW ORLEANS, LA.-Maison Blanche 
NEWPORT BEACH , CAL.-J . W. Robinson 
NEW YORK , N. Y.-Gimbel's 
OMAHA, NEBR.-Brandeis 
PANORAMA CITY, CAL .-J. W. Robinson 
PARAMUS, N . J.-Gimbel's 
PASADENA, CALIF.-J . W . Robinson 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.-Gimbel's 
PITTSBURGH , PA.-Kaufmann ' s 
PORTLAND, ORE.-Meier & Frank 
RICHMOND, VA .-Thalhimer' s 
SAN ANTON 10, TEXAS-Joske' s of Texa s 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF.-May Co. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.-The Emporium 
SEATTLE, WASH.-The Bon Marche 
SKOKIE, ILL .-Marhall Field & Co. 
ST. LOUIS, MO.-Famous Barr 
VALLEY STREAM , N. Y .-Gimbel's 
WASHINGTON , D .C .-Woodward & Lothrop 
WESTCHESTER, N . Y.-Gimbel's 
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There are 19 philatelists 
under our roof. 

With the stamp world as large and 
varied as it is , today's ph ilateli st doe~ 
well to master even one area of sr e­
cial interest . 

That's why it takes a staff as la rge 
as Apfelbaum"s to do justice to the 
many valuable collections sent to us 
for appraisal and offer each week. 

Nineteen f l 9) experienced. pro fes­
sional philatelists spend every work­
ing day at our Ph ilade lphia office 
evaluating stamps and collections. re­
searching our 7000-volume library , 
and keeping in touch with the world 's 
stamp markets. 

This enables us to give each collec­
tion far more than a cursory evalua-

EarlP.L 

lion . And it invariabl y means that 
whe ther you d ide 10 sell directl y 
for ca~h , at public auction or private 
treaty, you 'll reali ze the most fo i::, 
your stamps through Apfelbaum 's . 

Jf you ' re now conside ring se llin g. 
ship your collection to Apfel bau m 
via Rai lway or Air Express. Your 
local REA agent will arrange to pick 
up at your home and deliver to us. 
(We 'll send shipping instructions a nd 
labe ls on request.) Our evalua tion 
service is free. 

When you send your s tamp s to 
Apfelbaum you' re putting them in 
good hands. Nineteen pairs of good 
hands to be exact. 

Inc. 
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Editorial 

Serious Philately Misunderstood 

The Coll ectors Club as an influential philatel ic organ ization , and this maga­
zine, its publication, h<we been discussed on many occasions in other stamp 
periodicals. Genera ll y the comments are so fayorable that it would be lacking 
in modesty " ·er e \\·e inclined to r eprint them. At times, ho,,·c,·cr, a crusading 
writer will \"Oluntee1· unso li cited achice both as to the functions of this club or 
the policies of THE CO LLECTORS CLl'B PHILA'l'ELIST. Although, no 
doubt, intend ed as helpful, such a<frice is often impractical because of one 
fundamenta l reason : se1·ious philately is und erstood on l~' b.1· the mature coll ector 
or stamp dea ler. Conse4uently, a serious philatelist has demands and standards 
for which he requires specific senices. It is these demands and standal'ds t hat 
The Collectors Club undertakes to meet . 

A popular stamp paper has entirely different functions. Very few ach anced 
philatelists are great]~' in terested in the t~·pical stamp ne\\·spaper. Its contents 
are scanned qu ickly for ne\YS. One finds little or no scholarship of permanent 
reference value. One docs not, hmrnYer, find ph il atelic scholars preaching ser­
mons to the editors or reporters of stamp ne\\·spapers. H o\\· 11·ell the stamp 
newspapers scne their reade1·s is their business, not ours. 

'l'hus, when reading the opinions of those actiYc in the popular side of stamp 
collectin g on matters pertaining to t he more serious aspects of philately and 
postal histor,v, one can be sure of confused th inkin g· simpl~r because of a. la.ck of 
understanding. Nothing is gained by spread in g confusion, by misstatements or 
by half-baked ideas. Serious ph ilately has its funct ion just as ha1·e the more 
popular facets of stamp collecting. Let ca.ch cditol' stri 1·e to sel'l'e thase inter­
ested to the best of his ability ll"ithout being presumptuous enough to tell the 
others how to do it. ( H .D.S.H .) 
November 18th 

December 2nd 

December 16th 

1970 PROGRAM OF MEETINGS 

Meetings convene at 8 p . m . 

- SCANDINAVI A - Reidar Norby, Washington, D.C. 

- U.S. 20th CENTURY - Louis Grunin, Spring Valley, 
N.Y. 

- BOARD OF GOVERNORS OPEN HO USE 
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Across The Editor's Desk 
Cnder this heading \1·e are introducing a ne\\' feature for the Coll ectors 

Clilb Philatelist. Contributions and suggestions for this column will be wel­
comed from our readers and members. 

The intention is to supply a place \Yhere the Editor may put items which 
he believes to be of interest but not neccssaril .\· requiring editorial comment. It 
is also open to the readers as a forum for exchange of opinion on matters affecting 
Philately or the Collectors Club. There ar e two rules: 1). The item or items 
must ha\·e a bearing on stamp collecting, and 2) . Tlw \Hi ting must be befitting 
a lad:' or a gentleman. 

Of course the Editor will make the final decisions and " ·ill step in if neces­
s111·:· to preYent bloodshed. 

vYe noted the following editorial in the Wal/. Street Journell for Monday, 
October 5, 1970: 

Sour Note on Stamps 

" The new Postal Senice " ·ill be hearing much more important com­
plaints, but \\·e are tempted to air one of our o\\·n: There are too many 
&tamps honoring far too many things. 

On the floor of the House the other da.'" Rep . Robert Nix (D., Pa.) 
took strong exception to the stamp commemorating Georgia's Stone 
Mounta in l\[emorial, a monum ent to Confedernte heroes. He reads a 
long resolution, adopted by the Philadelphia F ederation of Teachers, 
opposing the same issue. 
What especially irritated the teachers and Mr. Nix was that the Govern­
ment went ahead on the Stone Mountain stamp though it has yet to 
issue a commemoratin to honor the late Dr. Martin Luther King. 
According to Mr. Nix, the Postal Senice is " bl incl to its duty." 

This, unfortunately, is symptomatic of the sort of teapot tempest 
that the Gonrnment is likel :· to stir up "·hen postage stamps Yenture 
into areas of controYers:-. Is it really necessar:· ? Whatever anyone 
thinks of General Robert E. Lee or Dr. King, neither is likely to gain 
in historic emi nence b:· ha\·ing his face on a postage stamp. 

EYen noncontroYersia l cornmemoratiYes can be irritating, since the 
craftsmanship on the special stamps often leaves much to be desired. 
Sometimes the so-cn ll ed nl't \1·ork is of such unusua l size that the result­
ing stamp is large ancl incorn·enient to handle. 

Now, \\·e ha\·e no illusion that special stamps \\'ill be abandoned, 
since among Am ericans th e urge to commemorate is strong. But a 
cutback might saYe a few moments here and there for thought on ways 
to improYe delivery of the mail. 

If there's a little success in that direction, though, someone is sure 
to urge a special stamp to honor the Jlr\Y Postal Service." 
Least we forget - Stamps arc for the pre-payment of the postal fee! 

In March of this year, I receiYed the following letter: 
333 .. 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 49, NO. 6 
THE PHILATELIC CONGRESS OF GREAT BRITAIN 
BOARD OF ELECTION TO THE ROLL OF 

DISTINGUISHED PHILATELISTS 
Hon. Secretary to the Boa t·d: 

Richard F. W. Sheraton , 
44 Gwydyr Mansions, 

H olland Road, 
HOVE, Sussex 

BN3 lJW 
England. 

20th February, l 970 
Dear Mr. H averbeck, 

I am writing to inform you that at yesterday's meeting of the Board of 
Election you wer e elected to sign the Roll of Distinguish ed Philatelists. As I 
expect you are a\\·ar e, this is the highest honour that Phil ately in this Country 
can bestow, and I should like to take this opportunit:· of extendin g to :·ou m:· 
personal congratulations. 

The Ceremony of the Sig'ning of th e Roll this :·car will take pl ace during 
the course of the Philatelic Congr ess of Great Britain, llnd 'rhich is bein g held 
at Folkestone from June 9th to 12th next. Th e Cer emony '"ill take pla ce at 
the Grand Hotel, Folkestone, during the afternoon of }' rid a:· 12th Jun <' and 
the Board hopes Yery much that you will be present to sign .. .. ..... .... .... . 

At the Signing Ceremony it is the practice for the Philate lists signing to 
have a sponsor, and if you will h<' coming, would you like to na me your Sponsor 
and let me know. You are of course at libertv to notif ,- now the Phil:iJC'lif' 
Press of your Coun tr:· of the election. · · 

Yours sincerely, 
Richard F. W. Sheraton 
Hon. Secretary 

I signed the Roll on September 17th, 1970, in London, prior to it being 
displayed at the Philympia International Exhibition. 

l\ir. R. F . W. Sheraton , F.R.P.S.L. Hon. Secretary to the Board of El ection 
to the Roll of Distinguished Phil atelists proYicles th e follo"·ing informat ion about 
the Roll. 

The H arrogate Congress in 1921 saw the esta blishment of the Roll a nd his 
late Majesty King George V signified his apprnval th ereof and affixed his sig­
nature to it. At each succeed ing Congress, the names of one or more of th e 
world 's most Disting uished Phil atelists have been added a n<l it no\\· bears about 
190 signatures, of whom 90 come from Great Britain, 28 from th<' lT nitC'<l States 
and the remainder from numerous other countries. 

The Roll was taken to America and Ca nada in May l 9.J.7 ;incl 'ms exhibited 
in the Com·t of Honom• at the United States Centemu·y Intern at ional J<Jxhibition 
of that year . In 1950, it was taken to New Zealand b~r Mr . .B""'rederick Walket 
as Curator of the Roll and Honorary Secretary to the Board of Election. Mr. 
W alker took the Roll also to Canada and the United State in 1951, when the 
Roll was displayed at the Canadian International Phil atelic Exhibition held in 
Toronto that year. 

In 1953, the Roll was taken to the Lisbon Philatelic Exhibition by Mr. 
R. F . W. Sheraton, F .R.P.S.L. where a special ceremony was arranged at which 
the Roll was signed by Dr. Carlos Trincao of Portugal and Dr. George Fulpius 
of Switzerland. In 1966, it was taken to the United States wh er e it was exhibited 
in the Court of Honour at the International Phil atelic Exhibition at ·w ashington. 
On that occasion a special ceremony was arranged at which the Roll was signed 
by General C. W . Wickersham of the United States. 
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PUERTO RICO. Aerovias Nacionales 
The S o-C alled Semi-Official A irmail Stam ps 

A nd What They Actually W ere 

By R. B. Preston 

Back in 1938 th e re was som e excitement o,·e 1.· ce1·tain stnmps offered as an 
issue of Pue1·to Rican airniails. t'a ntastic statem ents \\·en' mnde regarding th eir 
status. deal ers offered them at r a th er high prices. At first it wns claimed that 
these ,,·e r·e · ' semi-officia l·· stamps, it wa s furth e r· stated that the_,. were ' ·author­
ized by th e Puerto Ri can postal officials" - a statem ent ludicrnus, there are no 
Pu erto Ri can postal officials and a moments thought would h;_l\·r indicated that 
l ' nited States postmasters do not authorize the issue of stamps! As early as 
~ ra ,,- H , 1938 Ceorge Sloa ne had \\Tittrn an accuratr r eport as to th e true sta tus 
of th esr so call ed stamps. 

Th e stamps wer e issued in sh ee ts of t en , on unwatermark ed. paper, th c.'' wer e 
rwrforated 12% . Printing was done h:· th e Ewr Heady Label Co. in New York . 
'J'h er c ,,·r r e six values: 

Gr r ed & blue 20,000 copies printed 
JOc light & dark blue 10,000 copies printed 
25c oran ge & blue J0 ,000 copies printed 
-We brown & blue 10,000 copies printed 
75c emerald & blue 10,000 copi es printed 
$1 viol et & blue 10,000 copies printed 

l nspec tion of the a boYc designs will show tha t they say "Correo A er co -
Puerto Rico · · as \re ll a ' · AeroYias Na cion ales, Puerto Rico, In c. · ' which was the 
in corporated nam e of the firm operatin g a single sm all plan e, who had promoted 
the idea of using their O\rn stamps for such mail as th e_,. might carry ··out side 
of the mail '' f rom point to point in Puerto Rico, 01· between Puerto Hico and the 
Virgin Islands. 

B.v giving th e fi1·ms ' nam e a. translation 'rhi ch omitted the comma a nd 
ig-nored th e .. in corporntecl " certain deal ers cam e up with what could he call ed 
l'C'ERTO RICAN NATIONAL AIRLINES; it surel:r sounded goocl ! Th e firm 
hnd gro\\"n out of a dr·eam which started in 1932 with a small open plane able 
to carry a total o[ fiv e p e1·sons, \\"hi ch was used for short thrill flights, etc. In 
thosr day · there wer e no r ea l airfi elds in Puerto Rico, but by 1938 Aereovis 
graduated to a B eechcraft twin engine seapl ane capable of carrying nine pass­
e1JO'er s and a crew of t wo. 

The improved organization commenced oper ations on April 23, 193 ; how­
e,·er , they carried no mail , or p erhap s it would be more correct to say that they 
used non e of their special labels at that time because at 11 :25 A.M. , April 20, 
1938 a cable was r ece ived in San Juan from the Post Office Department, Wash­
ington reading: 

'' STICKERS REFERRED TO NOT PERMISSIBLE ON EITHER 
SIDE OF MATTER TRANSPORTED IN WHOLE OR IN PART 
BY UNITED ST ATES MAIL AS THEY BEAR TOO CLOSE RE­
SEMBI..JANCE TO POSTAGE STAMPS. 

BLACK , THIRD ASSI TANT " 
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.. 
. . .... ~:tj'J$••• JPJiJlf:N~ .... . , . ) r---~-----... ;:. 

Figure I . The three designs used for the so-called semi-official airmail stamps . 

Considering thr text of the abo\'C message from the U.S. Post Office Depart­
ment it is <lifficult to mHJerstand the elaim that thrse stamps had official govern­
ment approva l. The p la11s of thr eompany to inaugurate their mail carrying 
operations on April 23rd ha.cl to br dropped . lt "·as now im possible to transport 
mail bearing theil' p1·initc stamps. A sma ll amount of commercial mail is umler­
stood to ha,·e been carried, on whi ch a fe \r were collected in mone.'' ; such coYers 
bore no indication of air deli\·crv. 

Although it was not possible to make nse of Aerovias private stamps for 
the opening flights schedu led for Ap ril 23, 1938, their newspaper paid ad \·ertise­
ments for the Apri l 22ncl papers sti ll announce<l that they wou ld carry mail, etc. 
Their ad\'Crtisecl scheduled \\·as ,-er.v impressi\·e but their equipment, although 
adequate " ·as \'Cry limited . Any required repairs tied up the entire operation! 
(See :figure 2). 
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AEROVIAS INAUGURA 
EL SABADO 23 DE ABRIL 

HIDROAVION 

JUJTA 1: DIARIA 
A. M. P. M. 
' :00 SAN ;JUAN 4:1!5 
7:30 PONCE 4:'5 
7:'5 GUANICA S:OO 
8:10 MAYAGUJ:Z 

PUERTO REAL l!:Z 
11:~ PONCE 5 :55 
9;00 SAN JUAN 6:15 

KOFRESI 

RUTA 2: DIARIA 
A. M. 
9:30 SAN JUAN 

10:00 VIEQUES 
10:20 SAN JUAN 

~CLUYE: mt1 de 10 mlnutos de puada en eada alllo. 

INAUGUJV.CION SABADO 30 DE ABRIL. 

ltUTA 3: SABADOS Y LUNES 
. 1:00 P. M. SAN JUAN 

l:SO ST. THO.MAS 
2:~ . ST. CROIX 
3:00 ST. THOMAS 
3:25 SAN JUAN 

INCLUYE MAS DE 211 MINUTOS D!: PARADA EN CADA 
SITIO PARA INSPECCION ADtJ4NA. ETC. 

TAltll"AS 
Saint SaUit 

Ponce Guinka Mayaglin V!eques Thomu Croix 
San Juan • • . . $3.:50 $4.25 ~ . ".25 SlO.OO SU. 
Ponce . . • . .. • • • • S:Z.25 S1 .00 $13.00 $14. 
Gu'11lca .. • • • • • . • • • • • • • • · 2S S&OO S14.00 $15. 
Mayaailei • • .. .. • , .. • • • • .. • • • • • •• . $8.00 SH.00 115. 
Vleques . . .. • • .. .. .. , • .. .. .. .. .. • • .. .• $1'.00 $15. 
St.Thoma. ••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• $6. 

Servlclo de express aereo prlvado: correapondencia. documen• 
tos. etc .. ae pueden llevar a I.al otlcinu de Aerovw y ~ depo­
gltartn en la ruta por la cantldad de lie, de aerovla.s. por cada 
onza, y el trangueo del correo federal de 3c. por ~ De St. 
Tbomu y St. Croix lOc. de AtroYlU y lOc. del correo "federal. 

Paquete1 expren dreo: 2.'!c. por 1 llbra. 30C. por t llbras. 3llc. 
3 Ubru. 40c por 4 llbras. y lOc. por c&da Ubra a.dlclonal hast& 
25 Ubras. Se&"uro de paquete expreu : lOe. por $1. y 2 por cl en to 
en adelante. 

TODO PASAJERO AL COMPJ\AR SU TtCK!lT QUEDA ASE- . 
GURADO POR. "LLOYDS OF LONDON" POR. LA C.4.NTJDAD 
DE $0000. <En E. U. · cuttta '1. por laa prlmeras 100 mlllasl. / ·· • 
CADA PAflAJERO :ellEPE LLE'U.lt.8 LIBRAa D.i: EQUIPAJE,( 
y lOc. POR CADA LTSM ADIClONAL.. · . . · 

PARA JtESERVAR. Lt.AME A LA OP'ICtNA DE AEROVIAS. !' 
PAGUE INMEDIATAMENTE: SE PERMITE Tl'l.ANSTEJUR 
AVISANDO TRES HOR.AS ANTES. . . . · 

Un automdvll de Aerovlaa le llevut eJ aeropuuto Isla Grande 
sin costo~ :l!S mlnutoa antes de la pertlda del avl6n. A laa 6:50 
A. M. le reco&"eri .delante d•I cine Fox, parada 11. En la Isl.a 
lo llevara un auto pllbllco medlant. eJ .PlllO de lOe. 

R.ESERVEN LOS PASAJES CON TIEMPO , 

OFICINAS QENQ.ALJ:S:· R.ECINTO Stm 3T, ~ frrt't S. J, 

,!9.NCE: Sr. Rafael Peralta. caue Isabel eaqulna i...6n . Tel 149. 
' GUANICA: Sr. Juan Antlad.a. .Tel. 5. . 

YAUda: Farmacla Bac6 Baria. . 
. MAYAGUEZ: Sr. Lwa Antonio Blucoechu, Tel 296 <.McKinlt)') 

ST. THOMAS: DR. NE 
ST. CROIX: Dr. Morain, J'arrnacla Moralee. 

GUAR.DE ESTA HO'JA 1!:N SU O"fICINA !' EN SU CASA 

Reserve co111. Uempo ~ ettar& ucuro de au partida. 

AEJl()VIAS N. PUDTO Ill()() IKO. (AN'PM 

..... 
0 ..., 
< 
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. CORREO AEREO - P VIA AIR MAIL 

R. a. treston_ 

\ 

Figure 3. A letter from the United Sta tes that was flown by Aerovias after arrival in Pu erto Rico. 

Through tht' to-operat ion or tel'tain gon•mmenl employees in San Juan, the 
Post Office Depal'tme11t at Washington was !'(~quested to eonsider their ruling of 
April 20th. It was pointed out that conside1·able expense had been incurred 
in preparation of the special stamps, which it wa claimed it was understood 
had been authorized in 1937, and that this later· reY(~l'sc of the previous rul ing 
\\"aS most 1mfa i r. Uonseq11r11tl>- tlH' l'P now rmrrgrs u sl ii.rht l'hangc of attitndP 
i11 ·w ashington. 

On April 27, 1938 another cable was received from the Post Office Depart­
ment in \Vashington which more or less revoked the ruling of April 20th, but 
never the less failed to qualify these labels 01· "stickers.. (:-is referred to by 
Washington) as semi-official stamps!' · 

The cuble of April 27th read:-
" MATTER BEARING YOUR AEROVIAS LABELS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED FOR MAILING UNT JJ_, YOU CAN ARRANGE SOME 
OTHER MANNER 01<' IDENTIFYDIG l\lATTER CAHRIED BY 
YOU LETTEH FOLLOWS. 

BLACK, THIHD ASSISTANT. " 
'rherefore the first use of AeroYias stamps was on April 28, 193 . Such 

mail was cacheted as " 1st Flight" ' - ( Coneo ler dia ) . Actual!>-, because mail 
had been cu1Tied without stamps 011 the 23rd , thesr cowrs had better he(')} markrcl 
as '' 1st day of issue, '' 11ot first fligh t. 

Some 200 cowi·s m·e l'rpol'lrd to ha,·e been canied on the 28th flight. 
l.Jnf01·tunatel>· 1 hes(' ser 11 by lllP we1·e all large o\·ersizetl enwlopes, in most 
eases bearing thP t'11ti 1·t' Sl'l'i es or Arro,·ias pl'ivate stamps, instead of the conect 
amount of postagP. As a result t hr» al"e made to 01·del' philatelic co,·e1·s of the 
worst order. 

In Yie\\" or tlw fact that such con•rs wei-e carried "outside o[ th e mail " 
they arc postrnarketl h>· the l ~ . S. Post Office at point of arrin1l, not point of 
llepai-tm·t>. At•ro ,·ins rate pe1· ounee was 5c, plus 3c in U.S. postage stamps; in 
the case of mail for the Virgin Isl ands the fee was lOc for AeroYias plus lOc for 
the Gnitecl States - \rho did nothing except deposit the lettei- into a post office 
hox in t.hL' St. 'l'honws 01· SL Croix post office box. l•'urthcr Acrovias offered 
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trnnsportation of small parcels at reasonable rates of 25c for the firs t pound, 30c 
for t\\·o pounds, 35c three pounds, -me four pounds, and lOc for each additional 
pound. As regards packages it was expected that the.'· \\·oukl he picked up at 
th e office of the airlines agents. 

'vYlwn it had bt>en p lann ed to inang-un1te the use of the pri ,·a te stamps in 
t lw PueJ"to Rican sen·icr . on Saturday, Apri l 23rd it \\"as intend ed to extend thr 
sen ·ice to the nea rb_,. i ·lands of St. Thomas and St. Croix the following week, on 
Saturcla.'· th e 30th. l must confess I ca nnot tell if this senice was maintained. 

111 an.'· eYent I ha,·e a coYer bearin g the whol e set of Aero,·ias stamps, each 
one of which is cancelled ''Correo ler Dia , · ' St. Croix , V . J. This envelope is 
addressed to St. Thomas and the U. S. 3c stamp is cl earl.' · cancelled Charlotte 
Amali e. Y . I. , September 27 , 4 PM., 1938. This would seem to indicate that no 
attrrnpt " ·as made to transport mail brtween the two islands until that da te -
r ,·r n if sr1Ticc beh,·rrn Puerto Rico and the Virgin Isl a nds had been started 
ra l"lir1· as scheduled. 

Before the priYate stamps were put into use a 15c Ya lue was created by 
su rcha rging th e lOc stamp, with a r ed pri nting. Th e original printing· of the 
10c value would be needed . For a letter mailed in the Pnited States, for local 
\\·err onl.'' 2,000 copies of the lOc value available. 

Almost imm ediately after the stamps were put into use it was realized that 
the provi ·ional 15c value would be of li ttle use, irnd that furth er supplies of a 
lOc ntlue would be needed. For a lette1· mailed in the United States, for local 
airmail deliYe1-y after an irnl in P uerto Rico the Ae1·oyias fee was lOc plus U.S. 
postal chai·ges. To meet this expected demand a provisional surcharge was 
appli rd to the 5c value, at San Juan, by means of a rubber tamp . This sur­
charge was stl'nck in purple, the type being small consequently it is not too easy 
to reacl. The wording is :-

Correo del Exterior al 
Interior de Puerto Rico 
Via - c/o de " ANPRI " 

Vale lOc 

- --------- - -----·--- ~ -

• •.. r . : • B , Pr a s to • , 

P . ~ , Sox 136'.) , 

San Juan , 

~" erto rt1 co 

Fig ure 4. The Set with t ho provisiona l I Oct su rcharge. 
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"' .. 

PUERTO RICO 
ciaUy ·Accepted Local 
Air Mail Stamps . 

FIRST ISSUE 1938 

:1101·7 5<?--$1.00 SN qf 7 m in t. .. . • $6.26 
: JOl -7 Sd on flown "°''l>r . . . . . . . . 8 .50 
Miniature sheet& oC 10. : ao t -7 . ... . 61'>.00 

.. ~ ....,,. 

NEW . PIJERTO RICO 
On x~ 22, 19'1. Puerto Rico llllllJ.tld 

a V&r"¥ attracuvo Uiannla.r .ei of ainl:leil . 
#tlUUP8. 'lllere are 8 in all, from 1~ to 
$1.00 In ulue. 

These 4U'& .emi-omclal•. i•ued b1 ~ 
National AirW"'1t of Pu~rto Bica, ~ 
~I~ by tho Pt'lltllll autborttlot &bef 
a.NJ 1watl•bl& only for local 1enke. · 

· Only 11100 complete ttett ex.let .nd whti. 
our •UPPIT Jaat.e we can tumiab flne lbblt 

· oomJ>lete eete for $3.oo. or ooml>lete ·abeett 
ot 6 for $18.00. A few eeta ueed on " 
4a:t eo""' e.re available ai '6.00. 

. SECOND ISSUE 1940 
Aut11orb:td foe: Use Cntll 8f'>pt. 16, J~l. 

1;308-15 lQ·lOc Set or 8 minL ...• $3 ,()() 
i1308·15 Set Oil flown COVPI' • •• , , • 4 00 
Mln.ia.ture •hootil or lo. #:Jo8-16 . . . . zo:oo · 

Grand Sliowinr All Six Ahov~ ltemt 

$99.00 

vi 
c... 
2 
<( 
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V> 

. ~ 

{l 

"' 
~ 
-" 
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Although these issues \\·ct·c oft en cxploite<l b.'· certain members of the stamp 
trncle, and misrepresented frequent!.'· it must be admitted that the.'- did sen c a 
need - to speed up ddi,·c1.,,· of nrnil. Tn certain cases the.'· paid for air delivery 
before the United States gO\·c rnrnent \YHS abl e to offer such scnice in Puerto 
Hico. 

This \\·as especial!.'· true in tl1e cast' oi th c Ma,"agnez area, situated. in th e 
south-\\·cstern portion of the island an<l the centcr of the nerdle-\\·ork industr.'· 
in the '30s. F'rom :JL1.'·agrn•z th e mail for San Juan , \rhich in cluded mail fo1· 
the Cnitcd States, left b.'· car afte r rath er cal'l.'· in th e aft ernoon; by using the 
pt·irntr airm ai l scnicc important mail could lw pnt onto a plane lea\'ing nfter 
:J :00 P.:Jl., to arriYe in San Juan in pl<•nt.'· of tim e to ca tch that c,·ening 's flight 
to ~e11· Yol'k , and thus be dcJi,·e t·ed in .\ic\\· Yol'k th e follo\\'ing da.'» Whrn 
tn11·eling- on this airlin e I hnn• sern bundles of m;1il, plastered with pri,·ate 
stamps, handed to the pilot in l\J;i,,·agnez before t<1k<• off. 

It \\'onld seem that these pl'iYntr stamps, rspccinl l.v thr lo\\'er values, haYe 
all th e attributes of " local stamps . ., It is k110\\'11 that in 1938 a determined 
a ttempt " ·as ma<le to haYe Scott list th em as ' ·;1il'rnail stamps " appro\' ed by the 
( non-existing ) Pnrrto Ri can postal offici;1ls I ']' his clnim did not :;tnncl up under 
in 1·csti ga ti on. 

Jl01rc\'rr it (loes not seem t lrnt an." a11 r 111pt lrn s <• 1·r 1· hrr n made to have 
Scott giw th em th eir trn e and propel' stntns, 11·hich is ;i S<' l'i<'S of local stamps. 
It is surpr ising that Scott still ignores th em as !'ailing in to 1his ea tego1"' " 

Tim e sa1·ing could also be obta inetl on incomin g mail from th e stat es, but 
only in certain cases and if the mail " ·as addressed to a t erminal point \\·her e 
Acro1·ias hacl ;1 :;chednled landing and an office to handle tlwir affail's. 

] n such cases co1Tespondencc had to be addressed ca l'C of A r rnYias in San 
Juan, with your name and ultimate delinry point pla ced in th e uppe1· lrft hand 
corner of th e e1welope. Postage in such cases m1s lOc LS. airmail plus lOc in 
Acro\'ias stamp:;. Upon aniYal in Puerto Rico Ae1·01·ias c1·ossed out their mail­
ing ad.dress, adcle<l a 3c U.S. stamp and dropped the lrt ter ba ck into the United 
States mail. This 11·as a 1·athe t· complicated rnu t in e ; it is doubt rd if \'e l'.'' many 
peoplr used the srrvice, 01· if an.'· time 11·as saYed in delivery . (See Fig·ure 3) . 

Figure 6. The 1941 Series. 

A second issue of stamps 1rrre put on sal e on :Jl11 1·ch 22, 19-!1. Various 
dcale1·s claimed that these \\·rrc a g·o1·t' r11mr nt issue, and ns a r esult the Post 
Office Department forbid their use in the mails. Late1· a p1·oyisio11al approval 
was again given. 
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The 1941 issue were fancy triangul ar affairs, printed in sheets of six stamps, 
there were eight n1lues in the set. The perforation is 111/ 2 . As far as I know 
the quantity printed was never disclosed. 

l e black & green 
3c black & purple 
5c black & blue 

lOc black & yellow 
15c black & copper 
25c black & green 
50c black & purple 
$1. black & copper 

These stamps had a r elatively short li fe; th e Aerovias Airli nr too soon 
ceased to operate. A young contin ental Am erica n nam ed Dr nnis Powelson 
began to fly from Ponee to San Juan on October 28, 1938; he ca LTi rd mail as n 
courtesy, without charge other than the required United States postage. Soon 
he extended his service from Puerto Rico to the Virgin Islands. On October 1, 
1942 the Civil Aeronautics Board granted the Caribbean Atl antic Airlines (th e 
Powelson Line) a exclusive permit to open1te on routes brtween San Junn and 
Mayaguez via Ponce and bebveen San Juan, Christia nstecl, Virgin Isl ands via 
St. 'l'homas. At the same time th e Aerovias Naciona lrs dr Puerto Ri co, Inc. 
were ordered to termin ate their srnice within 173 days. 

Thus ended the use of the private " semi-official .. Puerto Rica n airmnil 
stamps. Never the less th e stickrrs are still m·oun<l , sti ll br in g offered at fan­
tastic prices. There have been num erous warnings publish rd from tim e to time 
as to the aetunl status of thr Arrovias stamps hut st ill unscrupulous drnlrrs con­
tinue to misreprrsent them. 

There is nothing wrong· in col lect ing private issues of this nature proYidcd 
the collector knows what he is lmyiua, and he is asked a fa ir pri ce. Gnfortu­
nately this isn 't always true. 

HOTEL MELIA 
APARTAOO 1431 

!'ONCE. PUERTO RICO 

Sr. R. B. Preston~ 

Apartado 1852, 

San Juan, P. R. 

Figure 7. The 3c va lue paying local delivery charges on a letter flown from Ponce to San Juan . 
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THE FRENCH COLONIES 
PROVISIONAL ISSUES 
-- A RE-EXAMINATION 

By ROBERT G. STONE 

PART II 

( Co 11 ti11 u ed from Pag<' 292) 

Chapter III 
W hat The Survey Shows 

The first impressions from this J, ist a rc, of course, the great number and 
Yariety of the provisionals. As we know from pe numl of th e catalogs [1, 3, 4, 
103], the proYisionals ''"ere much more frequent in certain periods :- 18 4-93, 
1900-06, 1922-28, and 1940-45, though there arc issues scattered through nearly 
all the years. Locally-produced p rovisionals great ly outnumbered the P aris­
produced ones, and in cidentally we remind our readers that the locals contain 
proportionately man~· more '" errors" and minor varieties. 

Figure 17. LP.11.C. I. The 1891 -92 ove rpri nts of Reunion included some wit h only the colony 
nam e and some with a new denom ination added . Both types a re used in combina tion he re on a 
cover sent to Mad ag ascar, a t 25c U PU rate , April 1892. 
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A. Frequency of Various Types of Provisionals 

E xamining the relati\'e frequencies or the rnrious types of proYisionals, 
some obser Yations of interest appear : 

1 ) P aris did not (and could not because of s]o,,· communications) make 

!Aonsiew.'" . • SAlJLNI ER 

c:ur d ' o.viu.t.::.. o 

Tun.i.si~ 

Figure 18. LP.11.F.4 .a. The pioneer airmail stamp of French colonies was the Tunis issue of April 
1919, which was a local overprint, probably unn e cessary, but made for propaganda and celebration . 
It was cancelled with special postmarks , as shown here. (Functioned 20 April to I Feb. 1920) . 

emer gency o,·erp·rints to qui ck ly a!J r ,·intc local shortages, this alway being 
done locally if at all. 

2) Four or five sit uations or types of excuses account for the great 
major ity of all the provisionals :-

a) to create stamps fo r ne\\· colon ies or administratiYe changes, 
b ) to create special-pm·pose stamps for a limited period of use, 
c) to use up oYerstocks and obsolete issues or denominations, 
cl) to meet the suclclen need fo r nc"· denominations, 
e) to meet shortages of ccrtn in ex isting denom inations. 

All other r easons for prO\·isionn ls \\·ere i·clatiYely minor . There were com­
para t i,·ely few bisects and local l.v- manufactu rccl aclhe:iYeS; r,·iclentl,v and r c­
pn trdly the 1\1inistr,\' strongly fro\\'n e<l on such methods. 

In comparin g the number or o,·crp rin t issues " ·it h use of other methods 
to meet emer genc,\· needs, " ·e arc stni ck h_,. th e fa ct that the colonies often 
shO\red great r estraint in creatin g O\'Cl'JH'in ts . Jnsten cl or oYcrprints the: · 
often r esorted to use of hanclstamp cnchets or snhst itutrd use of stamps origin­
ally intended fo r other pur poses. \Vhcn ll <'W co loni es 11·r1·e cr eated by sub­
diYision or consolidation of existin g ones, genemlly no local oYerprints were 
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~-,,_;__ ~e;;-
(add: (/).tel.IA-
' 

Figure 19. LP.11.F.4.b. A pe culia r airmail o ve rprint was used a t Dj ibo uti for th e fir st flight t o 
Ad di s Aba ba in De c . 1929 ; a ha ndstamp " I SERVICE AVION " was struc k o n each stamp after being 
a ffi xed o n t he e nve lo pes, usua lly ca refull y so as no t t o appea r to t ie th e stamp like a ca nce l. 
N.ot e a spec ial postm a rk wa s a lso use d . (M ost pion ee r a irmails of the co lon ies had only ca ch ets . ) 

rnade; instead, Paris carefull~- and leisure]~· ('r ith one to screra l years delay ) 
produced oYerprints or ne\\· designs, and \Yhil e 'rniting for these to come out, 
stamps of the prior or a neighboring administrat ion "·ere consnmed in the new 
units. 

B. Unnecessary Issues 

On th e other hand, there were man_,. orerprints, mostly JocaUy-prodnccJ. 
ones, that in a wry str ict sense 1w1·e postally unnecess;ll"y, justified on rather 
flirns,1· or non-postal pretex ts. One cannot spot all these merely from perusing 
om· Lists or the cata logs. Bnt haring examined the official clecrees and other 
e1·idencc, 1n' can ident i f~- t he rnme or less unnecessa1·y O\'erprin ts. 'l'hcy are 
main ]_,- confinecl to the foll owing catagories and periods :-

1 ) The 1891-94 loca l on"rprints of colony name on thr Gencrnl Jssm·s.­
The rrohlem of differing rxchange rates between colonies which led to orckr­
ing these 01·erprints \\·as one of long standing and the colonies could easil~­
have " ·a itcd a fc"· months longer for the ne\\· Group (" Peace and Commerce") 
Type definitives of 1892 to co me out. To 1rhnt extent this OYerprinting was 
to arnid exchange-trading losses to the trcnsur~-, or just to arnid destroying 
large stocks, or for ph il atel ica ll _v- inspirc<1 reasons, is clifficnlt to determine. 
Nevrrtheless, th is gronp of issnrs \\·as more cxtensiYel:· nsec1 on commercial 
mail than a.i1.v other of the pro1·isionals prior to 1922, simpl~' because prac­
tically the entire stocks of stamps on hand "·ere owrprintecl so that for a 
year or two no other stamps " ·ere aYni lnhlc. HmYewr, the onrprints of th is 
type made in 1893-4 after the Group Type \\·ere drliYereJ. 'rere printed on 
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stocks JelibcratcJ:· \l·itltlw ld l"ro 111 O\-erprin t in g in 1891-:2 a11J arc ob\·iously 
purely philatel ic; th e.\· \l'Cl'<' made m \· iolation ot the Ministry 's dil'ective cil'­
cular of 29 D ec. 1892. 

2 ) The 1900-06 local O\"l't·p 1·i11t;; a nd other prO\·isionals.- Shortages of 
lo\l"Cl' denomi nations dc\·c loped in nwny colonies during 1900-03, lwcause Pai·is 
fniled to pl'i nt sufficient stocks or to ship supplies ordcn.:d by the colonies . 
'l'hc 1900 co lo1· cha nges of the Group Type had been prin ted in generally smal l 
quantities (primaril:- it is sa id to shO\\- for the 1900 Paris 1';xpos it ion a nd as a 
token accom modation to the UPC color i·nlcs ) and most of them were not 
sent to 1h e coloni es u nt il se\·crnl Years 01· rno re late!'. Th e colonies at first 
bega n using "'PP" ' cachets to sh~\\. p1·epayme11t in c·ash in li en of' postage 
stamps, hut soon turned to o\·erprinting an<l bisecting in 01·de1· to 111 ect the 
all eged shortages. Tt l'ernains uncertain \rh ethe l' tlw ::\ l i11istT_\- de liberatel:­
incited the coloni es to make surcha1·gcs b:· \rithholdi11g JH'\\" p 1·i11ti 11 gs :ind ship­
mentR, in orcler to expedite the consnmptio11 of Rtoeks on hand in th e colonies 
in anti cipa ti on of' t he fo1 ·theo111 in g pictorial issu es. H ints ;q11wa1· in the litera­
tm·c tlrn t the :MinistCl" ial staff and colonies \H'n' in C'ollnsion on this, and i i' 
so all these p1·or ision;1]s \H' t'e in a sh·ict and ulti111;1te ;;e11se arnidahle and 
hence mm rcessar,\-. (Th e sitrn1tion is n ' 1·,\- eon l"usi11µ: - 011r i·epol"t states that 
i n 1900 when the M iniste r Je;1!'1H'd that ;J ('l'l"tain ('OIOll.\ ' \\";Is ont or l e stamps 
;in cl was n•l'nsecl l'l'p lcnishrn e11t , he iw1·sonall.\· ol'dt'l"t'd G0 ,000 to hr p1·i11ted fol' 
tl1e eolony !) L<1tl' I' , allllit ionn l j) l'i nti nµ:s alHl \l"ithh r ld stocks of nroup T:'pe 
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Figure 20. LP.11.F.5.a. The first commemorative iocal overprint of the colonies was for the 
50-Year C e le bration of New C aledonia in 1903 . Th e Ministry re fused to issue a specia l stamp for it 
a nd approve d the overprint only for internal use . It was a strictly phila telic affair ; the sta mps not 
selling as we ll as hoped , were overprinted (unnecessarily) again a few months later with new 
denominations , as shown he re along with a 5c on 30c overpri nt of 1902 made because of alleged 
shortages of low denomin ation s, but of very dubious necessity and philate lically much abused (note 
inve rted "e rro r" variety on th is cover). 
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J I i t 

Figure 22 . LP.11.G.6 . Of all the overprints made with purely philatelic intent , the Guadeloupe 
issues of 1903-04 were most fantastic in number of deliberate '" errors" and varieties. Used they are 
only seen philatelically; this cover with the 40c on I Fr inverted is addressed to Dorsan Astruc in 
Paris who is said to have made a fortune speculating and manipulating colonies overprints . However, 
Astruc wrote a letter to the Administration complaining about the affair and an investigation re ­
sulted ; perha ps he did not g et in on this issue, as it was too large and controlled by people in 
the colony. 

Figure 23 . LP.111.A.3. Tahiti was the first to follow New Caledonia in making surcharges in the 
I 880's. Not only were stamps overprinted but also the same handstamps were applied to stationery 
and to stampless wrappers use d for printed matter, as shown here used commercially by a local 
newsaper with pr inted address . Note that the style of the overprint is very similar to that of the 
New Caledonia 's of 1881 -3. 

Jlonsieur (iatieu , debitant, 
aux soins de J1 . lJuiUard, Papeete. 
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had to be released to th e coloni es because the pi ctorials \r ere not bei ng p roduced 
as fast as hoped. But th e surchal'ging fe\'Cr had meanwhil e taken hold and 
all sorts of other pretexts than 1·eal shortages \\·c1·e used fo r o\·crprints that 
had no postal justifi cation whot<;oe,·er (commemoratives, pal'ce ls post, clues, Indo­
chinese offirt•s, etc ) . Th e abuses and specul ation in th ese \\' l'l'C exccss i,·e . Th e 
\\'Ol'st exampl e m.1 · probahl ~- the Guadeloupe isstll' of 190-1- \\·hich cn '<1tcd 36G 
Ya rieties (1·cpntcd l,,-, \\·e luwe n 't counted th em ) of deno111i11<1tions a ll'cnd.v well 
stocked - the largest 1rnmbc1· or an,,- stamp issue in t he \Yol'lll hcl'or c 01· since. 
No\\· if th e l\li nistt',\' \ras not indi1·ectly encouraging these issues, fol' sc,·e rnl 
~-ea1·s it <lid not condemn 01· stop them, appa l'cn t J_,- stil l counting on the pic­
torial issue pl'Ogrn111 to c\·entnall.'· rml it all " ·ithou t politica l pain. 'l'lw public 
airing Of the scanda ls (frauds ) or the l m JochilH'SC O\'Cl'))l' illtS [ina JJ y r01·ccd 
th e Ministry to call a halt (1906-07 ) . 

The ternpcr of the official lwlHwiom· in thl' 1900-06 l' t·;1 in the colo nies and 
Mi nist1· r was s;ucast i ca ll~- rid iculed b~- a 8\\'iss co ll rcto l' , ~I . . Jacquier, \\Tiling 
in t he Sch weiz. Bl'iefm. Z eit ., 190± : -

" Th e :F'r ench colonies ha Ye just put out ;111othn fakl•1'.'. [off icially co,·er rLl 
rn a decree 1·ra(lingl: 'Consid el'in g that the re ;1 l'e 110 111 or r :Jc sta mps in stock, 
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Figure 24. LP.111.A.4 . For ove r twe nty yea rs, 1887-1913, French troops and survey-exploration 
parties operated throughout th e hinterland s of West an d Equatorial Africa where regular postoffices 
were still few and fa r between. These personnel were e ntitled in many cases to free-franking pri ­
vileges a nd much of the ir mail is thus "st a mpless", validated by various special cachets , postmarks , 
and/ or manu •cript endorsements. This exam ple is unusu a l, coming from an Army officer operating 
out of Abech e r in the far out-back of central Chad where pacification of the natives was still going 
on in 1911 ; it is endorsed by the sender in upper right "La poste de N'Guigmi{ an outpost on 
the west shore of Lake Chad) est d e pourvu de timbres". The letter was carrie d west across the 
desert to the postoffice at Goure in Haut Senegal et Niger, there postmarked and then route d 
thru Zinder and Niamey {reached 15 da ys later) to Cotonou on the Dahom ey coast. 
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~ARTE POSTALE 

Figure 25. LP .Ill.A.I I. When Djibouti ran out of stock of lo w denominations in 1901 , it first 
met th e emergency by stamping mail "PP" (in box) (an old available mark) to show prepayment 
in cash , as o n this postcard of 28 April 190 I. Late r bise cting and then ove rprinting were re so rte d to. 

Figure 26. LP.111.A.22 . A shortage of some lo w an d middle de nomin atio ns a t St . Pi e rre in the 
sp ring of 1926 was all e viated by use of new specia lly-m a d e "PP" cac het s (4 types ). Th ey were 
meant mainly for loca l use and o n si mple letters to France ; shown here by an unusual piece 
that went to St. Pie rre from neigh bori ng Langlade (wh ich had no "PP") with the 30c PP struck 
at St. Pi e rre on a rriva l. Howeve r, many phila telic uses of t hese ma rks are see n, includ ing latters 
se nt to France re gistered with adhesive stamps a dd e d . At least, no overprints were made. 

----·--
-G .U g t\1~'11~.\T 

«P. P.n 0 30 
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and that it is necessary to assure the forwarding of the next mail, W e, an 
Officer of the Legion of Honor, GoYernor of .......... . , ha Ye decided and 
so decree, that 1,000 copies of 20c stamps will be transform ed into 5c stamps 
in the presence of l\Ion. Roncl-de-Cuir, Chief of Bureau, of Mon. Gratte-Papier, 
principal Commissioner, and of Mon. Fonctionnaire-Adjoint to something or 
other'. Now at the same time that they are short of stamps in the colonies, 
they are burning [obsolete stocks of Group Type] for 3 clays and 3 nights at 
the Ministry in Paris; it is a carelessness of the Ministry ~ But no, it is the 
postal employees ,,·ho are bribed by the European merchants who sell these 
necessary surcharges, by buying up for their stocks all the stamps in current 
use, whence the necessity for another surcharge.'' 

Officials irnd employees brought to trial for postal scandals in this period 
[ 61-65] offered in their defense the argument that since many other officials 
(including higher-ups and other administrations ) were engaging Yisibly in 
similar malfeasances they thought it \ms officially tolerated - th ey were, so to 
speak, seduced by their e1n-ironment. Accused officials included PTT chiefs 
and inspectors! The Governors pretended to be above th e racket - and perhaps 
they were - but their efforts to restrict the sales of prO\·isionals so they would 
not be entirely bought out by one or two speculators \\' ere ludicrousl y in effectiYe. 
[70-76]. In 1906-07 and 1916 [83], th e GoYCrnors, possibly sincerely, echoed 
the Ministry's promise there \\'Oulcl be no more surcharges. 

3) Th e 1912 Paris OYerprints on remainders of the Group Type. - They 
were made merely to use up obsolete stocks and gain some incom e for the 
Treasury. Though extensiYel~· used commcrciall~r , thrsc stamps were heavily 
speculated and somr scarce numbers cor11e1·e(l, causing collectors to complain 
bitterly. EYen if administratiYely justifiable, without a large anticipated phila­
telic sale the Ministry would probably not haYe bothered. 

4) Th e 1920-22, 1932-35, and l\Iorocco 1948, 1950-54, Paris overprints :­
Made to use up stocks of obsolete or oYerstocked denominations. 

5) All the charit~· and comrnerative ovel'prints. - Although nowdays 
accepted by most philatelists as "justified " because th e~' like to collect them 
and rationalized b~, ad ministrations as ser\'ing a national benefit, fift~- years 
ago philatelists \\·err not entirrl,v sure the~- \\'anted them , at lr;1st not in thr 
guise of pro\'isiona ls. 

6) Practically all parcels-post o\'erprints. - Most of the tinw in most 
colonies they used onlinary postage 01· due stamps for this purpose, aml thr 
occasional experiments with special pm·ccl-post stamps seem to ha ,·e douhtfnl 
need or motivations [56, 57]. 'I'he lOc parcel-post denomi1rntio11s \\'er e for the 
fiscal tax on parcels and shoul<l ha,·c 110 place in the postage stamp collection. 
even though they wrrr ;1ffixed and the tax collected b~- the postoffices. 

7 ) The creation loca 11~ - of postage-clue stamps b~· individua I colonies \\·as 
of very dubious n ecess it~- in an~· case, for there is considera hie n·idence that 
the General Issue dues we1·e probahl~- alwa~·s ;wailable from Paris up until 
the 1920's, and some colonirs <l epend ed on th em throughout \rithont having 
any shortages. After 1905 Paris pro,·id rd all the pictorial and owrprintell 
dues that any colony wanted. 

The question as to whrther the 1881-1890 OWL'prints \rere ncccssan' cannot 
be given an unequiYocal ans\\·et', the e,·id ence being insufficient. Bouvet, 
Stone and Gorron [7, 8, 9] concluded that in most cases the owrprints were 
probably justified but considerabl~ · abused. It is not cle1w why the shortages 
alleged as justification arose. vVerr the,,- due to simply bad management 1 
Bouvet in his study [22] of the Martinique and Guadeloupe oYerprints went 
to considerable effort to show that shortages did actually exist, though we 
remain skeptical. HoweYer , changes in th e intern a I postal rntes in the mid-
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Figure 27. LP.111.A.23 . Shortages of stamps at Porto Novo and Cotonou , Dahomey, in March 1931 
led to use of a boxed "PP" cachet (instead of overprints). This example from Porto Novo is cer­
tainly not philatelic. 

Figure 28 . LP.111.A.24. Papeete, Tahiti , resorted to handstamping wrappers on printed matter 
with a " Port Pa ye" cachet, in October 1921 and again in Sept.-Oct. 1932; prescmably owing to short­
ages of adhesives, but we have seen no authorization and all examples, as here , have a philatelic 
appearance, addressed to well-known local collectors. 

Go1R 
! TAH !Tl 
! ·~r Y VIVRE 

1,, O's did cause a sudclen shi[t in the relatiYe demand for certain lower de-
11ominations, and thr cha nge in eo lor of the 25c led to some delay in restocking. 
New Caledonia was noto1·iousl.'· in ept in its postal man agement since the 1860 's, 
consistently und erestimating and deln,ving its stamp Ol'ders to Paris [22] . To 
most philatelists the sprcuh1ti,·e mid philatelic abusr of the proYisionals of this 
period , \Yhil e not so flagn111t as in the 1900-06 issurs, ]wings them under a 
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high suspicion of their postal justification. Frequently a provisional was sold 
out to collectors and speculators so quickly that more oYerprints had to be 
mac.le to alleviate the still existing shortage. 

C. Other Categories 

As for the local proYisionals of Categories Ill and lV of our I .... ist, with 
few exceptions we cannot complain about them hecause they were very little 
exploited philatelically and represent merel~ · eas.Y-going accommodations or 
accidents. 

The locally-manufactured ac.lhesi\·e stamps ( Categor~· V ) on the other harnl. 
may have been an O\'erly drastic solution to the emergencies (except for 1940-
45). We do not know the full facts . E\'en if officially authorized by the 
colony they were contrary to general l\'Iinisterial policy after 1860 [14, 15, 19]. 
Here the motive in some cases may haYe been publicity as much as philately. 

Bisecting (Category VI) was little used as an alternati\·e to OYerprinting 
because the Ministry opposed it. Most of the bisects recorclecl were actions of 
i.ndividual postmasters, generally without higher approYal; because of lack 
of sanction, remote location, absence of puhlici(v, and short life, they \\'er e 
li ttle exploited. 

D. Government Income? 

All the pro,·isionals up to 1906 clre\\' a lot of criti cism at th e tim e they 
appeared on the ground that they \\'ere attempts of the go\·ernments to make 
or saw money at the expense of collc'ctors. Actually the goyernrnents made 
little on them after expenses, and only some Yery sm;1 ll colonies could make a 
real economic justification for provisionals (St. Pierre, Nossi-Be, early Congo, 
e.g.). For the Ministr:v, a general colonial issue \\'on ld not be · 'peanuts,'' of 
course ( 1912, e.g. ) . HoweYer, we do not belie\'e that goYernm ent income was 
the motive for more than a few issues. Rather it \\·as more likely the oppor­
tunity afforded to officials and th eir · ' friends' ' to make money by speculation . 

. . 
Monaie~. !!. :a tr :r 

:Bijou tier, 

Avenue de la Reunion, 

-XAl'1.Aft AR IVE-

Figu re 29. LP.111.A.31 . Th e nume rou s ai rma il cash- pre paid han d st a mps of Mada ga sca r 1944-46 a re 
well -kn own a nd much st ud ied . This example shows local use of o ne of the cachets a t Ta na na rive, th e 
wo rd "Ae rie nn e" being crossed o ut. 
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Figure 30. LP.111.B.2. In late 1910 some residents of Libreville, Gabon , working in collusion with 
the local postmaster arranged to post many letters to themselves deficient in postage and have 
the postmaster charge them due with bisected 2c or 20c dues stamps which were tied with hand­
st a mps reading "Taxe avec moitie/de 20 faute de 10" or "Taxe avec moitie/de 4 faute de 2c" . 
This wa s quite unnecessary {and not authorized) as we have covers of the same dates with dues 
stamps of the d e nominations alle gedly lacking ! 

fronicall:-, some of the wol'st speculation occurred \Yi th proYisionals which were 
postall .'· fn ll.'- justifietl. l t should be noted that th e small local speculators 
and th e hig P aris "dealel's' · had opposing objectiYes in that a small local issue 
11·ith scarce nriet ies and no achance publi cit~r \YaS an idea l set-up for the 
loc;i ls 11·hereas th e Paris merchant 'ms \rilling to i1west a lot of money in corner­
in g a r elatinl:· large issue if he knew of it sufficiently in advance and had 
t'h r right contacts to pl'otcct his investment. vVhen the locals tried to "managr" 
;i l;irge issue it \H1S usu;i ll y ;i financial disaster (wi tness Guadeloupe 1904) . 
Pal'is dea krs estahli shccl llrposit accounts with local agents or even the colon:· 
postoffice to use in bu,,·in g supp lies of pro,·isional s that came out on short 
notice. to gain nn aclrn ntagc OYCl' or par with the local speculators. One can 
rra <l il ~- Yismili zr th;1t th r poli tickin g and doubl e-dea ling hrcam e rath er thick. 

E. Frauds 

I n spite of a lo t of space once gi,·en 111 the press to exposing allegrcl 
fraudulent issues of the coloni es, thel'e arc ,-c l':· fc \\· issues or stamps which 
:ll'c sti ll in the catalogs that ha ve such a taint , because it turn ed out that man:· 
of' th e alleged frauds \re1·e pure fakes not i1wolving any official collusion. 
Actual fraud on part of officials and employees occurred in the following pro­
visional issues (-there are probably some others we do not know about ) :-
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St. Pierre 1885-6 : r eprints of the oYerprints (and the labels of 1886 ) were 
made by printery ermplo.vees using the original type stock [24-28]. 

Martinique, 1886-91 : se ,·e n1 l stamps of t hat period still listed in the 
catalogs were apparently mad e by th e postmaster at Fore-de-Francr 
without authorizatio11 and used are onl v known with false cancels ot· 
on letters on ly posted b,v him [22 ] . ·The dues stamps surchar ged 
"l\'IARTINlQTTE " cl i agonall~r are probably of the same vin tage. 

I ndochina a nd Indochinese Offi ces in China , 1901-06: the posta l emp loyees 
and printers made man>· unauthorized additional varieties and re­
prints which they sold at the Hanoi postoffice window and allowed a 
prfrate part>· to corn er . The officials \\'ere brought to trial. :Most of 
the un auth orized Yarieties are believed no\\' to ha,·e been remoYed from 
th e ratalogs but. onr ca n 't be certain [52, 60-65]. 

'rnh iti , 1882-93 : rmployees made extra quantities on demand and over­
prints on stamps not authorized in the derrrrs (still in the catalogs !) 
P ar is cl ra lrrs srnt mint sheets of stamps (no longrr if ever in stock in 
th e colon>·) to br special ly owrprintecl for th r m [12, 37, 102, 12 ] . 

New Cnlrdo11 i;1 , 1891-3, 1899-1904: - emplo?rrs madr elaml0stine repr in ts 
nnd qunntitics beyond nuthorization [31, 32]. 

Ohock, J892 : rep1·in ts ancl imitat ions rna<le b~' employees for dealers [20]. 
Similar irrcgular iti rs were suspected for Nossi-Be, Madagasca t', nnd Diego 

Suni·ez. 

--1_h<4~rl ~ ' 1 
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~»~ 
/ ,.. ....., 
~~ 

r 

Figure 31. LP .I V.A. I. As the low d en ominations were running out of stock in a number of Reun ion 
postoffices at the end of Dece mber 1900, the postoffices were authorized to use postage-due stamps 
instead until new stam p supplies arrived from France . Use started Jan . I, 1901 , at St. Den is and 
Jan . 4 at othe r offices and exte nded to Jan. 20. The smaller offices generally added a manuscript 
notation by the postal clerk referring to the authorization for the substitution. This example with 
the Sc is from St. Denis Jan. 2, probably a New Year's greeting . 
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Forwarding Agents On The Isthmus (Part 4) 

By Colonel James T. DeVoss (Continued from Page 307) 

W. P. Maal 

Although a latecomer on the Isthmian scene, ·willem P . l\1aal remained 
for many years. His name first appeared in a n issue of the Pa nama Star cmd 
IT era Id dated August 1 , 1870. Th e first ad ,·er t isement of th e North Germa n 
Ll oyd lin es appear ed in a specia l steamer edition one week later . ..Willem P. 
lVIaal was listed as their agent in Aspinwall. l ,ate in 1870 Maal 's n ame ap ­
peared as the Consul for the Cel'llian Confederation. l\fa a l had actualJ~; 
al'l'iYecl in P anama at least hrn :veal's earli er for a co,·e i· postmal'ked New York, 
NoY. 16, 1868, was add r essed to an imliYidual in ca1·e of " Wm . P . Ma al , E sq ., 
Aspinwall , U. S. C. '' Al though the c0Ye1· bears no fon\'a n lin g handstarn p , it 
un doubted ly was relayed to the addressee as " Asp inwnll " \\' <IS lined on t in 
pen cil and add itional notations made in place thereof. 

~o~""ARDEo e >­
WPMAAL 
~SP/NW/I>.'-\.. · 

Figure 65. 

Figure 66. 
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The fo n rnrding marking, Fignre 65, of Vv. P . .i\laa l has been seen in light 
g1·ccn ink on t\YO co,,-ers. One of these \\·as in the Leon Bilak coll ection exhibited 
;it SIPEX in 1966 and th e ot her is illustrated he1·e, Figlll'e 66. 

The last adYertisement of the North Gernw n Ll oyd lin e appPared in the 
1\ pl'il 21, 1874 issue of the Star a nd H erakl. Maal 's name did not again 
appear until the J anuary 9, 1877 issue \Yhen Will en P. lVlnal & Bro. \\·ere listed 
as ng·e nts in Colon for the H arrison Linr. This acherti sm1ent had not appeared 
rnl'l ier but it carri ed a date of March 2, 1876, \\'hich would indicate thnt 1\'Iaal 
. .\: Co . m:i ." luwr been the H arrison agent fro m that date. 

Af'ter nnoth r1· l ength~' absence, the n:im e of Wi llem P. l\laal reappenr r<l 
in nn e(litorial elated June 5, 1882. Starting \\· ith the issue of ,Jul? 11. 1882. 
W . P. l\'[aal & Bro. were listed as ngents in Colon for the \Vest In dia & P acific 
Steamsh ip Co. Ltd. This advertisement appenre<l regular]~- through at lcnst 
thr r nd of 1883 at wh ich point the author d iscont inued ren ding each issue of 
thr Pnnamn nrwspapers. 

"'llllam Nel~on & fo., 
f 'ommlA11tlon,Nhlpplnlf A Forwardlntr 

ME 1t C H A N 'I' 
l'A '.\ A:\I A. 

\ 'l' M . l'O'. f.10 .'I:, my l JH:N R Y I f. M t':-> n o. 

Figure 67. 

W illiam Nelson & Co. 

F ew foreign businessmen remained in P anama lon ger than William Nel­
son.31 \Vh en he arriYed in Panama is not known but his name first appeared 
in the Consnlnr records of ~oYember 25, 1840, when he was designated Acting 
Consul during the absence of F erdinand E. H assler. H e finall y dept1rtecl 
Panama on Jun e 30, 1 872~ 2 follmring his appointment as General Agent of the 
Panama Railroad Company for Central America and Mexico to reside in 
Guatemala. Nelson served as United States Consul at P anama from NoYember 
24, 1841 , until the arrival of Amos B. Corwine in J anuary 1850. Based upon 
Nelson 's recommendations, Secretary of State, A . P. Upshur , in a letter clatrd 
NoYember 28, 1843, appoin ted him the first United States Despatch Agent nt 
Panama.33 

William Nelson joined in a partnersh ip with Charles Zachrisson in July or 
August 1849. Deta ils of this ventme \Yhi ch \Yas disso1'·ed on June 17, 1852, 
will be found undrr the listin g " Zachrisson , )Jelson & Co.·· appenring later in 
this section. 

On the same day the Zachrisson / Nelson pnrtnership \ms dissok ed, \Vil­
limn Nelson formed a new partnersh ip " ·it h H enry H. l\Iunro3-1 as Commission, 
Shipping & Forwarding Merchants, Figure 67 . This partnership \ms dissolYecl 
on Drcernber 4, 1853. Nrlson continnr(l as solr O\rn er of the same busin ess 

31. Nelson was born in Edinburgh , Scotla nd. H e n rri1·cd in the l -. S. before hi s 1811• 
birthday and under the 1836 Ali en L aw became a citizen upon re:iching the age of 21. 

32. Panama Star and H erald, Vol. XXIV, No . 3623, p. '.l . 

33. J ames T. De Voss, ''U.S. Despatch Agent at Pananin' ', 'l'hirty -seconcl A rn c ri can 
P hila telic Congress Book, p. 137. 1966. 

:! 4. TTnitecl States Consul at A8.pinwall from July 22, 1852 to October 28, 1853. 
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" ·ith his ad \·ertisement appea rin g nntil August 21, 1856. It \\·as l\Iarch 21 , 
1857, before William Nelson 's name aga in appears in print. This time he is 
listed as the "Commercial Agrnt of the P a na ma Ra ilroad, Pla ~·a Prieta." In 
the Sep tern ber 1, 1863, issue of the Panama Star and 11 erald, Nelson also is 
listed as the Llonl 's Agent in P anam a. H r continu ed as agent for the 
Pana ma Railroad until he departecl for Ouatrmala as mentioned earlier. 

The earliest reported US\' of t he T.\·pe 1 fo l'\rnrcling marking, Figure 68, 
is a folded letter, Figure 69, dated October 7, 18.U, from P a ita, P eru, to Lan­
caster, Ohio. Although this 1ll<.1l'king usual!~- appears in r eel, the one on this 
co \·er is the only one reported i11 black ink. Thi s same marking in red is 
known as ea rly as September 29. 185-J.. and as late as ~..\ pr il 7, 1856. 

'l'he type 2 marking, l<"'igure 70, is much more scarce than type 1. It has 
been reported on!~- in red ink. An undated cover, Figure 71 , \Yith this mark­
ing is i]]ustratecl here. The rate marking "40" \rnuld indi cate that this cover 
\ms cl ispatched from Californ ia before July 1, 1851. 

Anoth er coyer with the same marking in the Basil P earce collection is 
dated August 28, 1852. 

Figure b8. 

Figure b9. 
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!FORWARDED BY W':'NELSON &C~ PANAMAl 

Figure 70. 

40 
~~~ ~~f;r;;~ 

__;;?%~&~I! l/l{c_~ 
froRWA~IY 'Sf ~:·:~ ~~t·,·::jc<r-:,:f~~·] 

\. 

Figure 71 . 

Pacific Express Company 

The details of the Pacific Express Company have been previously dis­
cussed in the listing for the forwarding agent, J. Hawes & Co. This express 
company's marking, Figure 72, appears in red on a cover , Figure 73, which 
carried a letter dated May 22, 1856 to San Francisco. The point of origin of 
this cover is not known but from the lack of any postal or due markings it can 

Figure 72. 
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hC' assumC'd that it was car ri ed prirntC'l.'· outside tlw mails. 
ha 1·c hC'l' ll rC'porte<l. 

Figure 73 . 

Victor Plise 

No other dates 

r'u 1othC'l' fot' \Yanlin g agtnt in Panama about " ·hom little is known, was a 
\ · ietor PlisC'. His man uscript forwa rdin g endorsement , Figure 7-1, appears on 
a fo ld rd lettC'l' writ ten in Valpantiso on F C'bruar.'· H , 1855, and placed in the 
British 111 ai ls h.r him on M.areh 7, 1855. 'l'hr lettrr \ms addressed to Chalons, 
l•' ranr<>. 

Th (• 11 a111e of' Victor Plisc f irst appeared in the Pcuwina fitrtr for January 
22 , 1853. among a list of subscribers to a relief fund. Although the relation­
ship is not. kno11·11 , the nam e of' .\ ntonio P lisr appeared earlier in the two tax 
lists pnblishC'<l in 1852. 

Ob1·iousl.1· a gen erous nwn , lhC' nam e Victor Plise again appeared on De­
<·<•mlwr J,1. , 1871 , among a list of subscribers to another relief fund. His nam e 
ap1warrd on the tax list published DC'cember 24, 1877 , but was missin g from 
the next tax list publish ed Jun(' 26, 1880. 

Figute 74 . 

Figure 75. 
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D. A. R.obinson, Jr. 

Daniel A. Robinson , Jr. \\·ns appoint r cl l "nitrd States Consul at As11imrnll 
on NoYember 7, 1860, one month aftel' Chal' les J. Fox Yacatcd the position. H e 
\\'as appointed from the State of Michigan. H e assumed the du t ies of hi s 
office on January 15, 1861, and r emain ed as Consu l for only a little onr six 
months. H e departed on July 31, 1861, and \l' aS i·epl aced b.Y l<'l'ancis vY . Riel' 
of California. 

One example of the forwarding marking, f•' ignl'e 75, or D. A. Hobi11son . 
Jr. has been seen bv the author. It is in red ink on a co\·er dated Juh· 20. 
1861, addressed to Vernon, Connecticut. · 

Fig ure 7b. 

a 

E. &. J . Serruys &. Co. 

(•.' S9 J,'-°"I l."' I~ I 
Sef>t 1'.1 /1,,~ 1 

Figuro 78. 

PANAMA 

Fig ure 77. 

The forwarding agents, 8 . & J. Sc1-ru:·s & Co. usrd t\\·o <li-fferent markings 
on letters handled by them. Type 1, Figure 76, is kno\\'n on a folded letter 
dated October 15, 1850, \\·hi ch m1s sent from San F rancisco to P aris. Appar­
r ntly the type \YaS not too i·eadabl e for it \\·as changed to a larger size, Type 2, 
L•' igure 77 . The latter \ms used as en rl.1· <IS Jul ,v 26, 1851, on a folded letter, 
Figure 78, which \\'ent fro m Valparniso to San }'rancisco. The latest date 
reported of a folded letter bearing this mai·kin g is L•'cbruary 5, 1852. P rob­
abl,v the most unusual conr bearing· this fo n rnrcling marking is one dated, 
December 4, 1851, which went from Lima , P eru to Tcpic, Mexico. It also 
bears a strip of three of the lOc 1847 stamps as well as the scarce " P an & San 
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Frnn ' ' marking. This gem is in the Creighton Hart Collection nnd is illus­
trated in tlw chapter co \·ering· the use of the 1847 's from Panama. 

E. & J. Serruys & Co. probably was in business for only a short time. 
Althongh first mentioned in the October 4, 1850 issue of the Panama Star 
thei1· achrrtisr rnent, F igure 79 , did not appear unti l the l\farch 21, 1851 issue. 
r·nd rr " Auction Not ice " in thr Frhruary 8, 1853 issue \ms "K & J. Serru~·s 
& rn .. in liquiclntion , 11uction to hr held on F'P 11l'U111'~ ' 8 . .. 

Smith & Lewis 

E. & J. Sernys & (~o., 
Gt~neral A.sent• and Co•miuioo 

1\1 E R C II A !\ T I:' . 

I) HAFTS fur anJ... 011 l'AHl::i, UUTTEHDAM, nm! 
\"Al.l 'A ltAlSll, in •111111 tu au it p11rd11•8<'ra. 

CnJJ, . dw lu i\lon:uJ, Ol •lll door lo tlu1 l 'ana1na Hullll, 
l 'nnan1a . 1n~ I 

Figu re 79. 

Figure 80. 

SMITH & LEWIS. 
New Collea;"e Building. 

PANA~li\. 

General Agn1ts and Commission 
M E It C H A N 'l' 8 . 

Importrrs 1f all kiwis 1~( Pnrri!-:11 J/1 rrw11! i :r. 

Figure 81 . 

J . Harrison Sm ith a nd Louis Lewis formed a partnership in late 1848 or 
enrly 1849 and operated a business as genern l shipping agents and com mission 
merchants. The first r eference to this firm appeared in the Panamci Star 
for November 10, 1849, \\·hen they achertisrd a Brig sailing for California. 

The forwarding marking of Smith & Le\\·is, F igure 80, generally appears 
on the r eYerse side of covers. The earliest and latest dates r eported are August 
29, 1849, and January 25, 1853, respectively. The report that this marking 
a:lso exists in r ed ink ·has not been confirmed. A folded letter in the Basil 
P earce Collection \Yhich \Yent from Valparaiso to San Francisco bears a manu-
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script endorsement of Smith & Lewis elated August 24, 1849. Since this date 
is only five days earlier than the earliest date reported for the use of the hand­
stamp marking, it may be a good indication as to when the marking devise was 
r eceived. 

The Smith & r~ewis advertisement, l<-,igure 81, ran in the newspaper from 
1849 to February 20, 1853. On the latter date a notice appeared reference 
the " Estate of the late Louis Lewis " and all creditors were requested to atten<l 
a meeting in the offices of J. Harrison Smith on February 26th. 

John Harrison Smith continued to operate the business under his own 
name until he departed Panama in 1854. His new advertisement first ap­
peared on April 5, 185B, and hiR last one appeared June 30, 1854. 

FORWARDED BY 

THE 

UNITED STATES & CALIFORNIA 
EXPRESS COMPANY. 

Figure 82. 

United States &. California Express Company 

The forwarding marking, Figure 82, in red ink appears on a folded letter 
which had been placed in the mail at Panama for deli ve ry to a New York City 
addressee. The letter is dated January 21, 1851. It bears a New York 
"STEAM SHIP 30 cts" due marking. 

Little is known about the forwarder except that its achertisement, Figure 
83, appeared in the Panama newspaper for a six month period starting October 
11, 1850. From the advet·tisement we learn that this express company had 
heen established on the Isthmus for nearly two years with offices at Chagres, 
C:orgona, Cruces and Panamn. 

No other roYrrs " ·ith this forwnr(ling rnm·king Jin,·r hrf'n rrportrd. 

Wells, Fargo &. Co. 

It is debatable whether W ells, Fargo & Co. should be listed as a forward­
ing agent in Panama. No regu lar forwarding markings for this company's 
offices in Aspinwall and Panama have been reported. A wax seal impression, 
Figure 84, which was used on mail handled by the Company does exist, how­
ever. A drawing, Figure 85, of this impression provides a clear reproduction 
of the wording. 

The first mention of \Vells, Fargo & Co. appeared in the December 23, 
1852 issue of the Pariania Star in an advertisement of Hurtado I. Hermanos 
which carried a date of November 17 probably the beginning of their business 
relationship. Starting May 2, 1854, Wells, Fargo & Co. carried a lengthy 
advertisement, Figure 86, with the same company listed as their agents in 
Panama. This same advertisement ran until November 17, 1855. The Hurtado 
firm continued as agents for the Wells, Fargo Company until July 1857. 
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United States and California 
EXPRESS CO., 

-l'ROl'ltl t:TUkl'-

A, B. MILLEH & ('0 .. 
0..ffi<"r. n Ne &11 Y ork, l'fu. 2 H ~al/ :i t.m :f , nnd in 

Smr .Prnriri.•rn villi Mt·~l' rs. Kr. L:O: I:: Y, 
l"Ml'J'H & RI ~ LEY. 

[Firt'- l' r o o ( War t- h <> u 11t> . l T H I ~ Gompany., orga~iz,:d for the ~nf«' 
a11d lipet~dy · tr1tn111m si;1on of M f.R­

CH A.~DIZE , PA CKAGES, PAJH.: EI.8 , 
l.E'J"J'.ERS, kc., SPECIE and VA Lt' A ­
BLES or every de11cription, between N~w 
l:' ork .und San Fra11l'i1mo, are prepared to 
ltt>ct>i \' t' Rnd. J:' orwnrd, and ,uitrantP-c! nil 
kinds of ·Expre1111 Mercharrdizf', tlirou~A to 
S an Frort.eitco di,.ecl fro• Net11 Y ork, in le11it 
time than it i1 J>Ot!Bih)e fot any individual to 
perform. The parties connected with thi" 
Expreu, are permanently located , and h1'v4' 
be.-n_ established -neatly two year11 on tbt> 
lllthmu11 of Panama; and haviu,; first cla11 
H•uu aad W•niA~• at Cha,rt-a, Gorgo­
na, Cruces atMI Panaana, are in con11hmt 
communication betwttn the Atlllllltic and 
Pacific .teamen with oo•ercd boats on th«' 
rittr, anct'by mu)ea on land, and .end th t>i r 
Expreu Goods by t'\·ery steamn leaving 
Panama. 

Tbeir extensin faciiitie1 (the most com· 
ptete on the I 11thmu11) t>r1able them at all times 
and eeuona to coo,·ey perfectly sa(e and with 
diepatch, ~ry th1ni- f!Rtrullted to their care. 

For return frt'iir;ht, Gold Dust, &c~ , from 
lil•n FranciKCO, appJy to Mu.-rF. Kellf'y , 
l"mith 6:. Ri11lt'Y', .-ho h1n·e latelv erected a 
larr_~re-pr~f ·w.,.#AOUt. · 

-al!!P'F.lt.F.NC'1tll : -

M c1U1n;. Richard~ - W illi""'" & Co. , C. W . 
&. J . T . Moorf' & Cv.: The Puama R1til 
Road Comp.my; J. Howard & Soo,C.6:. W. 
Leland, Clinton Hotel; A . F'owler, Pacific 
Howl: Chari.- ~ Morgai1, GMrr- Law. Ell<J. 

Figure 83. 
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\YELL~. FAH.GO &C0.'8 

l!l~:El.E:SS. 
A JOIN'l' 8'l'OCK COMPANY. 

Ca pita 1--$300,000. 
lJIRECTUJtR: 

H11u1T W11.u, W1LLl.lJll u. F.i."IJO · 
Jo• .. To!C L1Y1~011 0 .. , J.i.:oiu ~lcK.&r . 
aLIJAW P . WILLIAN~ . A . HJCY .~otr>•, 
&aw•• R. !\foa•.t.. . A . :'If. G . lhllT·H, 

lh!<Rf D. R i c-~ . 
EOWfN D. MUHGAN, l'rf'eiJeat. 

J,uu• McK.tr, Sf'rr"'"'" · 

H A. VING ma.le 111h11nt11~"""" 11rranf<'mrnt1 .... i.th 
the Unked S1.ie1 nnd Pa c ific ~I.ii S 1Hnniohil' 

Companir• . fur tran•Jl'···iutiun , .... e DI e nww r r .. J' &rt!d 
11> fur,,•ar.J 

Dold D•at, Bulllo11, Specie, Pnck• 
naea, Pareele, and f'1·el~hls, 

~r all kin1l•, lo and from :"ifo~W \'UHK and SAN 
FRANCISCO; tbrnce to ~:an111111•1.io .. :'l!Arrn illt', :'\<! .. 
,.da, Stockton , t!onon , Culumuin, :'llokt;j,unn e lli ll 
l'ortlan.d, Urrgon_City. anJ all th11 ·111int:iJ'1tl t.1wna nl 

California aad Or"'"" · 
W'" Our rf'~14lar Sc)l 1· :'1l ·1~ rur. r ,Jo;xrlUH i• J1•1 

,atahe<I frum ~an Fl'a nci•cu on tl11• I.t nnd l61h , nnd 
frem New York en tl 10 ::i1h nn •l '.!O : li . uf "" "" m » nl h, 
~1 tli• Mail Steamrr1 , in t. hor~ll 11f ou r .. ,..,, :'lli:Hl:I · 
e&a throu,::h to Jru i nutin n . 

'l'reain1rc nnd Srnall Parcel:-; 
r•••IYetl (er 1li ipm1·nt 11 p In 1J,,. I.tint rnurn r t1t I,..f., r,. 

th" .f,.partur" 11! 1J ,.. ~ 1 .• 11m1· r. 

'rllE.U~UHl; llUiUUED 
1M>der •r~n l'ulici•·• in •Unll• uf li11• 1.•t'>t Nt> w York 
CompllniH , or at LloyJ1 , in LouJun , at the op1io11 of 
Shippen. 

Our lhoui..ta Su11 · ::'>f11 .~TAl.f Exrl'l.t '! r n R 0Rr.­
•IWI i•deeratch.d hy the Steam~1• uf 1he t'ac itic :\lu il 
~l .. mahip Comp•n)· 

Ol!ic;e-No. 16, Woll ·Stri•t:I, :\ c w Yor; .. 
'' 1 t~ . :'\1e111~ 1unf' 1f · ~ t 1 ur t , S .1n Fu, 111 · t 'i c,. 

A.c•nt1 in Pu'na111 .1, · · 
m y2-tf ll l ' J!T .\!>() I 111 · : !! .\J ,\\ ll~ . 

Figure 86. 

Figure 84. 

Figu re 85. 

On August 1, 1857, a new a hertisement inserted by Bourn & H enriques, 
Aspimrn ll, carrieJ the wordin g '' Sole Agents on the Isthmus for W ells, Fargo 
& Co. and Freeman & Co." The partnership of John \V. Bourn and S. N. 
H enriques \\'as dissolved on April 30, 1859. Although John W. Bourn con­
tinued the business, no fm·ther advertisements appeared until February 28, 
1860. In the next issue of the Panama Star cmd H erald, the Bourn advertise­
ment again carried the notation that he \\·as the sole agent on the Isthmus for 
\Vells, Fargo a nd the Freeman express companies. Bourn died on February 
18, 1861, and his advertisement was discontinued nine days later. 
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A lengthy adverti ·ement of ·w ells, Fargo & Co., Aspinwall & P anama, 
reappeared in the September 21, 1861 issue \rith S. K. Holman listed as their 
agent. On l<'ebrua r,v 15, 1862 an announcement appearecl reading "On and 
after this elate, D. 1'11. Corwine, Esq., will act as .Agent for ·w ells, Fargo & Co. 
on the Isthmus until further notice. '' This arrnngement didn't last long for 
E. D. Dennis replaced Corn·ine as \ \'ells, Fargo agent on April 1, 1862. 

Starting June 28 and ending August 20, 1864, J. Howard Bill " ·as listed 
<1s the \V ell s Fargo agent. ;\o agent ·s nam e appeared for se1·era1 months. In 
rnid-1 65 the name of Stanle~- McNide1· \HIS carried as agent in the ·w ells, 
J<'argo ach·ertisement, J<'i gm·e 7. The date this nc"· appointment started was 
e1Toneoush · ente1·ed as "1861' ' 11·hen it shonh1 ha1·e read " 1865". The last 
a< il·ertisen~ ent bearing l\lc:\'ider 's name appeared in the issue dated June 21, 
1870. 

~-\.fter an absence of oYer three years, a 11e\\' \Yells Fargo announcement 
11·as published l'C'ading .. From the last October ( 1873), :Jlr. Henry Ehrman 
has been appointed Agent of the Company at J>ana nia, vice Mr. Stanley 
l\IcNider. '· Henr~- Ehrman 's a<hertisement, Figu re 88, continued to appear 
for man,,- ~·ears . Th e records of the ·wells Fargo Bank Histor.v Room in San 
Francisco, rcwalrcl that :i\Ir. Ehrman wns still 1iste1l as their "correspondent " 
in the published list dated .Januar~- 1, l 98. Ehrnrnn ·s name " ·as missing 
from the \\Tells Fargo list published one year later. 

Ernest Zachrisson 

WELLS, Ii' .AlU.iO &. t:O., 
ASPINWALL A~rD P "\N ,UL\, 

DO Ocn c>rnl Expros, an d Fon mrilin ;.: llu.;inO&I with 
Nxw Yo11K, BA:c Fu.• :>c 1 ~co, 8111: n 1 CuA~T, Ct:K­

TaAL Axi: u rc A A:<n J[,.,.A:<A . 
J:o' r~ii.tht, T!'('11.11urc an.I Small l'arn·l • ionrnr<lcd to 

New York and San Franci..co, tri-monthly; South 
Coast :w<l Central ,\mcri.:n, 't·mi-monthl~-, nnu to lla­
TIUll\ monthly. STANLEY MrSillEH, A~cnt, 

}' A ff A.NA . 
Pan:una, Ap ril I, use I ·- tf. 

Figure 87. 

EH H • A ~. 
p • • • • " 

Ba•KIDtr Buslne.-s. 
91LIA ow sxcil.urftK 90l'GBT ASD ~ ·1. 0. 

PUBCB~ll· 0 , PROIHJC6 
~e7fw \Mltal•ofT1('11: .. ufvn b• Ill • J • • 

Conip..nJ ' • • l •9a'•t"lo 
W' .. 11 11 , r.rico & Co . 
""be ••nae 1 aq r • r: •" t: o . " oo .. c 

Fig ure 88 . 

Emest Zachrisson \\"US one of the early [onrnrding agents in Panama. 
His marking, Figure 89, appears on the fro nt of a folded letter , dated Februar,v 
29, 1844, " ·hich was dispatched from Boston to an addressee in care of the 
F11ited States Consul at Mazatlan, Mexico. Th e exnct period of Zachrisson 's 
business Yenture in Panama is not knmn1. 
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Charles Zachr isson beca me the head of the f irm, Zachrisson, Nelson & Co., 
when he established a partnership with \Villiam Nelson in mid-1849. A news 
item which appeared in thr Januar~r 14, 1851 issue of the Pnnanw Star stated 
that Ernest Zachrisson, a member of ' · the well known firm of Zachrisson, Nel­
son & Co.'' had just arrived from the United States. The item also stated 
" Mr. E . Z. has been spendin g se,·eral months in the city of New York, and 
return to his post here, looking· rnan~r ~·ears younger th an when he left us, 
and altogether improved in health. ' ' 

Ernest Zachrisson obviously did not remain in P ana ma for the Zachrisson, 
Nelson & Co. advertisement (sec listing for the forwarding agent) which first 
appeared in the April 26, 1 51 issue of the P anama ncwspaprr listed as one of 
their agents, " E. Zachrisson & Co., 87 ·wall Street, New York. " 

No other lrtters or coYers bearing the Ernest Zachrisson forwarding mark­
ing hnve been seen b.v the author although Harry Konwiser lists an 1850 datr 
for this marking and also lists OYal marking for the same firm with a date of 
1849. 

Zachrisson, Nelson & Co. 

FORWARDED BY 
ERNEST ZACHRISSON 

PANAMA 

Figure 89. 

Fig ure 90. 

The earliest i·eference t.o the fitm of Zachrisson, Nelson & Co. appeared 
in the issue of the Panama, Star dated, August -l, 18-19 . Charles Zachrisson 
had apparently formed a pai·tnership with \Villiam Nelson shm·tly before that 
date. 

The earliest known folded letter forwa1·ded by Za cln·isson , ~elson & Co. 
was written in San Francisco on June 19, 1849. It \ms addressed to Fred 
Huth & Co., London , and bears two indications that it had been forwarded by 
this new firm. A manuscript endorsement, Figure 90, dated July 1-:1:, 1 -19 , 
was placed on the reverse fold of the letter and a handstamp marking, Figure 
91 , was placed on the front fold of the letter . Although strictly conjecture, 
it is possible that the new handstamp just arrived after the manuscript endorse­
ment had been written. 
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Although t\\'O Za ch 1·isso 11 , Nelson & Co. athert isements appear ed as carl,v 
as Nowrnbcr 10, 1849 announ cin g the departure of th e British Clipper "Sea 
Queen " for San Francisco and the " Crescent City" for Ne\\· York on No­
Yember 27, it wasn 't until 16 months Jate1· that th r ir r egular adverti sement, 
Figure 92, started in the March 18, 1851 issur of th e Panama S tar . One week 
la.tel' the advertisement included the notation that th e fi rm was the agent for 
th e Pacific Steam a \·igat ion Company, the British line sel'\'ing Panama and 
th e ports on the west coast of South Am eri ca. 

Zachrisson, Nelson & Co. had also been th e agents fo r th e Pacific Mail 
St.ca mship Co. (U. S. ) aecor<l ing to a news item \\·hieh appeared on November 
1-t-, 1850. Th is contract rxpired on Jul.v 1, 1851. 

Th e partner ship bet\\·een Charl es Z<Jch ri sson and William Nelson was dis­
soh·ed on Jun e 17, 1852. After that elate Nelson , in partnership with H enry 
II. Mun1·0, oprratcd under his O\\·n nam e. Charl es Za rhrisson 's obituar:v wa s 
published in the October 4, 185;) issue of th e ].>a.11rmw Star and H erald. 
. Th e latrst date r epol'ted fol' a co \·e1· bearing th r Za chrisson, Nelson & Co. 
for ward in g- marking is September l 3, l 851. Ea l'l.v ·t 852 covrrs with this mark­
ing imdoubtrdl,\· ex ist for the Zach risson markin µ; is common in comparison to 
otlwr forward ing markin gs used b~r agents in Panama. Tt is inter esting to 
note that this marking normally was plncr<l on the l'e\·ersr side of covers 
although n few with the marking on front arc known. 

Figure 91. 

Zachrisson, Nelson & Co., 
~ommi!rnion, SIJipping anb .iorwar'bing 

MERCHANTS, 
PA~Al\IA. 

-.AGENTl!l !-
At Chu g- rt' ~ , ZA 1: 111u~~Oli, ~ 1:1.«1:-. , .~ II Y u111. 
At Cruc1'1 •• loH11 Ftr!'n : . 

.f. :'<111 

F. . Z.t. cmu.~~u~ .'< .. • c .... 87, Wall ~1n·1 : t. !'\Pw York. 

Figure 92. 
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Chronological Listing 

This listing is provided for the purpose of checking the fonrnrding agents 
in chronological order based upon t he probable year they started forwarding 
mail. Three add it ional columns have been added giving the earliest dates 
knO\rn of a coyer or folded letter bearing the forwa l'<lin g marking or endorse­
ment with the m iddle column bein g used only when but one date has been 
conf irmed. Th e ( ~,) indicates the agent may ha Ye been in business beyond 
1883 but our checking the fil es of the Panama 11 e\\·spape1·s ended at that point. 

Name of 
Fol'warding Agellt 
J . B . l<'eraud 
William Nelson & Co. 

Type 1 · 
Type 2 

L<'rederick vV. Byrne 
Mss 
H andstamp 

Ernest Zach risson 
Zachrisson, Nelson & Co. 
Smith & licwis 

l\ [ss 
Hamlstarn p 

Corwine, Bro. & Co. 
Dodge & Co. 

Geo. Fisher (M.ss ) 
K J . Scrru.\·s & Ca. 

Type 1 
Type 2 

Cova & Co. 
Type 1 
Type 2 

L. S. & Cal if. Express Co. 
Campbell , Jones & Co. 
J. B. F. Arrivet 

Type 1 
Type 2 

Adams & Co. 
No agent 
Freeman Type 1 
Freeman Type 2 

T . R. Cowan 
Hurtado i H ermanos 
V.,T ells, Fargo & Co. 
Geo. W . Fletcher 
.-\ . l\l. Hinkley 

Aspinwall 
P anama 

Victor Plise (l\Iss) 
l<"reeman & Co. (Corn ) 
J . H awes & Co. 
P acific Express Co. 

Probable 
P erioll 
1833-1852 

(1840-1849 ) 
( 1852-1856) 

1842- '? 

~ -18±9 
1849-1852 
1849-1853 

1850-1861 
1850-1851 

1850-1853 

1850-1857 

l 8G0-18GJ 
~ -1855 

1851-1871 

1851-1855 

l 31-1862 
1852-186 ? 
1852-1883* 
1853-1857 
1853-1857 

1853-1877 
1855-1857 
1855-1861 
1855-1856 

E arliest 
Date 

12- 2-3-l 

10- 7--!l 

7- -42 
3-18-H 

6-19-49 

-29-49 

7-26-51 

6-28-51 

2-15-51 

5- -52 

6-16-54 

12-17-55 

Onlv Date Latest 
Confirmed Date 

8-28-52 

2-29-H 

8-2-l-49 

3- 9-50 

5- 5-50 

10-15-50 

9-30-53 
1-21-Gl 
6-16-51 

7-1±-51 

4- 8-54 
2- -55 

- -5± 

none 
no date 

6- 9-5-! 

2-1±-55 

- -56 
5-22-56 

0- 6-35 

±- 7-56 

8- --+2 
3- 1--1:6 

9-13-51 

1-25-53 

2- G-52 

6- 8-:)5 

- -52 

±-22-60 

11-23-5..J. 

4-15-57 
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De Sabia & Co. (J!ss ) 1 -1866 7-14-57 
C. J. Fox 1857-1860 6-19-58 -60 
F. (; ogo1·za y Ca. 1857-1861 4-11-61 
D. A . Robinson, J r. 1861 7-20-6] 
ffourquet, Poylo & Ca. 1865-1878 

'l'ype 1 10- 1-6fi -72 
T~·pe 2 10-16-72 

I~ . Ehl ers ~' Cri. 1-27-67 
W. P. Maal 7-28-69 
R. r. Crompton 

Type 1 9-14-78 
T~'pe 2 10-29-78 

L. A. F ernandez y Ho. Jc 77-1883* 9- 5-79 
IT. J1efevre 1877-188? no date 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK , N. Y . 10016 

1970 Officers 

Philip Silver ...... ..................... .. ..... ....... .. .. ............................. ..... President 

F. Burton Sellers .................... .. ......................................... Vice-President 

A lex Rendon ········ ·· ·····-······························· ···-···························Secretary 
Howard B. Lee ........................ ........................................ .......... .. Treasurer 

Governors 

Class of 1970 Class of 1971 Class of 1972 

Herbert J. Bloch Ezra D. Cole H. D. S. H averbeck 

John R. Boker, Jr. Ernest A. Kehr Norman S. Hubbard 

Albert H. Higgins Howard B. Lee William H. Miller, Jr. 

Alex Rendon F . Burton Sellers Robert P . Odenweller 

Theo . Van Dam Philip Silver Stanley R. Rice 

Richard S. Wilson I. M. Yarry, D.D.S. 

Trustees 
,John R. Boker . Jr. H . D . S. Haverbeck 
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Probable Forwarding Agents 

In th is section we list the m1nws of those individuals or firms which prob­
ably were forwarding agents but as yet the author has not seen evidence to 
ronfirrn. vVe also list thr yeur datPs cowri11g the Jw1·iod when they were 
probably in bm;iness. We sin cerely hope that other stndrnts o[ postal history 
will make use of the lists that follow in an attempt to add to or correct the 
information giYen. 

Names (•) of the United, tates Consuls at Panama, Chagres and Aspinwall 
haYe been included ince a majority of the Consuls were known to be forward­
ing agents. Names ( 0

) of three probable forwnrclin g agents are included in 
this list from the compilation made by Harry Konwiser but have not been 
seen by the author. Two aditional names ( • 0

) are included for the same 
reason plus supporting eYidence gleaned by the author from the Panama news­
papers. The remaining names are listed based solely upon the information 
taken from the Pa.narnci Star and the Panama Star and JI erald. The adver­
t isemrnts of these probable forwarding agents, when arnilable, are illustrated 
for easy r eference by other students. 
'~0Mosqucrn, I-IurtMlo & Co Aspimrall & Panama 

.fohn vV. Bourn Aspinwall 
Boum & Henriques Aspinwall 
J. R Casorla Panama 

*H'H crnT Elwmnn Panama 
•Blncl en Forest Chagres 

••.John Funk Panama 
( :arrison, Fretz & Co. Panama 

•Haney Gleason Chagres 
(;]easo.n & Co. Chagres 
Gleason, Russel & Co. Chagres 

il<Ferd inand E. Hassler Panama 
J ames S. Hermann & Co. Aspinwall & Panama 

'~ vVilliam B. Little Panama 
•A lexancler R. McKee Panama 

Uregorio Miro & Co. Panama 
:Mosquera, Hurtado & Co. Panama 

*I-lent·.'' I-I. Munro r\ spinwall 
*Francis \V. Rire Aspinwall 

***Ran Runnels & Co.:ir, Panama 
Runn els & H ermann Aspinwall & Panama 

**Smith & Dents Pana.ma 
,John Harrison Sm ith Panama 
Tournie & de Sa.hla Panama 

*'l'homas vVm. Vlard P anama 
+*John V·l. W eed Panama 

JOll "· IOIJU, 
Al .. INWALL, N. 0. 

Before 1 52 
1860-61 
1856-59 
1857-60 
1873-
1844 

~ 
1850-55 
1850-52 
1850 
1850 
1838-41 
1853-60 
1865-69 
1861-65 
1861-66 
Before 1852 
1852-53 
1861-69 
1 50-54 
1854 
184 
1853-54 
1866-67 
1853-56 
1851 

r.,...,..._ all4 f•··hdta Mert.Ultf 
BAI LA!TING oJ J.IGHTBRAOB JolHI with 

cliar-1cb, anJ on ,.,.woabl• lf'mu. (Ff'b. !?kf, 
f' .. le Ait••I 01t 1h. la1hma1 for \\' &l L t , .Fuu;o & 

C' n., • ·ars••• .t: c,, . •••'the l1land of Cuba R1t prN1. 

Figure 93. 

Figure 
Figure 
Figure 
Figure 
Figure 

Figure 

Figure 
Figure 

Figure 

100 
93 
94 
95 

96 

97 
98 

99 

Figure 100 
Figure 101 

Figure 102 
Figure 103 

Figure 104 
Figure lOG 

35. The Listing of Ran Russells & Co., 1851, in Konwiser's "Forwarded By" Hand.~tamps 
is probably a mistaken spelling for Ran Runnel & Co. 
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JOHN W. BOURff· S. N . HENRIQUES 

BOURN & HENRIQUES, 
.forwarbing ::\gents 

AND 

COM.JllSSION itlERCHA.NTS 
ASPINWALL, :1'1. G. 

SOLE AGF.'.'OTS O'.'I THE ISTH:llUS FOR WELLS, FAR 

c.;o k CCI. A:-OJ> FRU:'.llAN &; CO. 

Figure 94. 

J, R. t.lSORLI, 
[Succeuor to Wm; Nelaon, Eaq.1 

Commission and Forwardins 
2' 3 P.. 0 :a: A N T. 

PANAMA,N. G. 
:\f aria 3 11, i:g,;7 

Figure 95. 

It li .\It RI.SUH . a . 8 . Fat:n . Wll. c. Ut.arro• 

G.AHHISON~ FRETZ & CO. 
B.A.N"FrFJ~, 

Gr 'llt' l"ld ( (1mmt.•>.s1on a11d f~1rrr11nli11e, 
~IERCHA~T:' .\\!) \ca: ~T~. -

f ' fJ!~S~" .\I .HS A .\ J1 r;J-::; 1: . ' '·' : !;Ff. 'I'• 
l"a111uaaa. 

C7 Are al\\ .- 1\· • Pr••part>d 111 111ak1· ad · 
n11wt•!!· 111 1 I 1 · ~·1 · ~1 1• . 11 1" ~f 

Figure 96. 

HAan:Y Gu:Asois, U.S. Consul. H. E. liLEU<>N· 

Gleason &. Oo., 
Commb~ion and Forwardiui.; Mu·rhan~ .. 

CllAGRB:t.. KG. 
-R!:n:1u:is~ IN PAl\'AM A-

Qnrrison &. Fretz, I-'. W. Hurt. 
Curwine, Bro. &.Co. f m26l Ran. R1111111•ls & (~o. 

Figure 97. 
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Posssible Forwarding Agents 

In th is final list we have attempted to record the names of f irms and indi­
,·iduals who might possibly, in some case eYen remotely, have been forwarding 
agents on the Isthmus. vVe include these names only as an addition al r efer ­
ence for the student willing to make the search . 

NAME J_JOCATIOX 
E . & H . Abrahams & Co. Colon 
Arri & Anfossi P anama 
Berford 's Express P anama 
N. Brandon & Co. P anama 
W . H . Charrington P anama 
Coll, Brandon & Co. Colon 
Coll & Lansburgh Colon 
William E . Cowan Colon 
M. J. Diez P anama 
Dorsey & Espinar Colon 
H erman C. E vers Chagres & P anama 
Follin & Co. P anama 
J . Furth & Co. P anama 
Furth & Campbell P anama 
Geo. H. Johnson & Co. P anama 
J . 0. R. Kearney .Aspimrnll 
Lansburgh, Bro. & Co. .\ sp imra 11 & P anama 
R. H . Leech & Co. P anama 
Lanau, Sasso & Co. P anama 
\V. H . Mills Aspinwall 
J usto Paredes P anama 
P erez & Diez P anama 
Lewis Reford P anama 
Wm. H . Seawell & Co. P anama 
Taber & P erkins P anama 
Taylor & Debaufre Chagres 
P ablo Tournie or P anama 

P . de Tournie 
D. H. Underhill P anama 
Weed, Dilts & Taber 's P anama 
I. Worms & Co. P anama 

t:I~EA~O'.'f. Rl'SSEL 6' CO., 
I tr . I : u: A~•' " t"'ll•Tr.n !lTA ..... ~ r r , .• ,., l 

Commission ttntl J'nrwAr~in~ Mer:ohants, 
CllAGRES, N. G. _ ,,_ 

-lH'F'l'Rf.SC.'Ef: '"' PA'\Oft4!­
(;arri !<llll & Frf'tZ, Rnn. Runnels & C'o., 

('orwirw, Rrotltrr. f cH7 

Figure 98. 

PERIOD 
1866-67 
1849-52 
1866-69 
1851-52 
1863-64 
1864 
1865-69 
1861 
1852-53 
1851-53 
1863 
1853 
1866-73 
1875 
1850-51 
1857-60 
1857 
1849 
1866-71 
1861-62 
1833 
1860-61 
1852-53 
1850 
1852-53 
1850-51 
1863-67 

1849 
1853 
1851-52 
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JI.MU 8. Hll:RJUJf!I . 

JAMES S. HERMANN & CO., 
Forwardl•g-, Co••isslo1 aad Genera ~ 

.A..G-EN'TS, 
'.2tspinmall cinh IJanama. 

m~ r8 t f. 

Figu re 99. 

F ' nr A:-.: G or; oRZA . 

Gregorio Mlr6 & Ca.t 
In4:PC>~ T.ElR.S 

AND 

0 ~:.:: . .:I ~SI~lr M~?.O::E.A.N'I'a. 
J'ASAMA , N. a . 

.fan . I, 1 ~:)7•ly 

Figure 100. 

MOSQUEI!, BIJIT!DI, & C0,'8 
ExpreH Ll.e. 

S()J.E Co11tmr.toro fur ti"' trantpon.uion o( Britiab 
Bullion auJ Amrrica11 Tniaaure. 

Tl ... only liuc anue<l 1rn1l guarduJ by contract, with 
1h1• und .. rwrill'l'll in ~f'w York . 

Tl ... oldMt anti mO<Jt exten1i•e liAe on the laLhmu.. 
400 J\1 ulco at commau<l . 

•or . ..-n: 
"''"" York .. . . ... . . . . M1·1ar1 . Evr.RETT & lh.nw!'I . 
~ .. w (lrl<'llll• .. . .. • • . . " J,ouo• & 1'11.v&~TIU .. 
( 'J.11 ::11 ·• ...... ... .. . . . ... Mr. T . IL< · .. ..- .. ~ . 

Figure IOI . 

AND 

Stntral Qtommission Jlltrc~ant, 
PANAMA, 

CRUCES, or GORGON A, 
ASPINJVALL. 

W"Office in Panama, on MAIN Sueet, oppo1ito the 
S° Ofl \'f'nt , aJ.} )' 

Fig ure I 02. 
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Figure 106. 

Runnels & Hcr1nann, 
PASSENGER & BAOGAOE EXPRESS, 

FORWARDING AND COMMISSIOl'C 

JY:EB.OEI" A N"T&' 
TRANSPORTERS or 

ADA•S & tO'S EIPBE$8. 

Orr1c11: 
AIPli'iWALL, OBISPO. AND PAMAMA. 1p6·tf 

Figure 103 . 

J••• Harrist• S•Hfa, 
l\~ Coll~ge BuiJdi11g,-I».Nou. 
OE~ p; UA 1-:A<;~; :"\T-A :\- r;c ~ nn11ss111:-c 

MEllVHANT. 

Importtr nf all ki1ir/J of-Forti"" .Jlrrcandi:.r . . . ,.. 
•r~ ·tf. 

Figure I 04. 

P . Da Tot:UllL 11:1.'0, J. II~ !J411L.l , 

TOUKNIE & DJ.~ S.\BLA, 
aa-oll'ft:IUI AJrD OOWMIMIOX 

~tma'.lc:DDU.QD'..:.Eme 

81a.ippiq • Tnuportatioa .1i.,..ta, ac. 
Calle ct. Comm~rcia. Panama. 

Puama,lw111, 1111.-tt. 

Figure 105. 

CABRERO . HOURQUET 

& C'~ 

PANAMA 

Figure 107. Figure I 08. 
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Most of the names in th e abon' list appeared in the Panama newspapers 
as commission and forwarding merchants, agents for steamship lines, consuls 
for various foreign govenments, successors to known forwarding agents, etc. 

Many forwarding agents and business houses had handstamped markings 
which were used on their own correspondence in the same manner as a printed 
corner card or return address. Some examples are illustrated below (sec 
Figures 106, 107 and 108) . 

Anyone searching for forwarding agent markings must not be confused 
by such private markings. Keep in mind, to properly qualify as a forwarded 
letter it must not only bear a forwarder's marking or endorsement, it must 
also have originated at, and been forwarded to, a location different from that 
of the forwarder. A few forwarder's markings do not read " Forwarded by " 
but even those that do have sometimes been nsed as a corner card by the writer 
of the letter. Thus a letter or cover can carry the notation " Forwarded by" 
but it does not qualify unless it meets the requirements of a different originator 
and ultimate destination. 

Acknowledgements 
The many individuals who helped to make this stuuy possible truly deserve 

all of the credit for its contents and only the author can be blamed for its 
shortcomings. 

The author sincerely hopes that the others who aided him will not mind, 
but two philatelists must be specially commended for their encom·agement and 
unusual assistance in the preparation of this chapter. 

Edward S. Conger of W ashington , D. C., without question the most out­
standing authority on the postal history of the Isthmus of P anama, has been 
the author 's close friend for many years. It was he who encouraged the 
anthor 25 years ago to specialize in the stamps of the Canal Zone. It was he 
who poi 11ted out t.Jie trrmendous field of Isthm ia 11 postal history. A 11 along 
t.hr wa:· it. "·H s his unselfish assistance which started this entire project. His 
collection of outstanding covers when combined with the author 's material 
helped form one of the finest collections of " Via Panama " material. 

We honestly hope you have been impressed with the illustrations used in 
this chapter. On ce the photographs had been taken, the biggest task of all was 
arcomplish ed b:· Lt. Col. Joseph M. Sousa of State College, P a. The perfect 
reproductions of t.h e rnrious forwarding markings were his work. It borders 
on the fanti:istic as t.o ho"· he was able to achi eve such accurate illustrations. It 
is hoped that someda:- he will write an article explaining his techniques so that 
others might benefit from his tremendous experience. His photographic ability, 
particularl y in t.he dark room , was also responsible for the illustrations of the 
advertisements made from a mi crofilm of the Panama newspapers. 

A debt of gratitude is due th e man:r phil atelists who provided information 
for this studv. In manv instances thrv also loaned items from their collections. 
Only with the cooperation of many ,~ras it possible to achieve any degree of 
completeness. Among those ·who assistrcl were Basil P earce, W . Scott Polland, 
Mel C. Nathan, George T. Tur11 er, Clunles Halm, John B . Ehrman , Roger 
Frigstad, Juan Santa Mm·ia, and the late Frank Hollowbush. 

The personnel of the P ennsylvania State UniYersity Library at State Col­
lege, Pa. , the Wells Fargo Bank Histor~· Room at San Francisco, Calif., the 
Canal Zone Libran· at Balboa, 0. Z. , and the National Archives at ·w ashington, 
D. 0., were extremely rooperntiw. Only with their help was it possible to dig 
out original material and documents needed to provide answers to many per­
plexing questions. Also a special sort of thanks to th e P anama newspapers 
for being so full of information. Little could the:' lrnve realized that a postal 
histori a none hundred years latr r would glean so mu ch information about 
one facet of philately from their pagrs, part.icularl,v from advertisements which 
normally seem so unimport.ant to anyone bn t th r advertiser. 
375 



THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. 49 , NO. 6 
Many collector s and stamp dealers in the United States, France, England , 
and Latin America, most of whom probably prefer to remain anonymous, also 
deserve an expression of appreciation for it was the material offered by them 
which helped to for m this coll ection . Without such material no original r e­
search study is possible. 

And finally, special thanks are due Kenneth Rowe. It was his monu­
mental work, The Forwarding Agents, that provided the challenge and at his 
urging the au thor exerted the extra research effort necessary to tell the story, 
although still not complete, about the importance of those individuals and 
firms who looked out for the mails that went "Via Panama ." 

THE END 

T he "Via Panama" collection of Colonel Jam es T. D eVoss was exhibited pub li cly for 
the firs.t time at t he Collec tors Club of New York meeting held on November 20, 1968. A 
report of t hat meeting appears in The Collectors Club Philatelist, March 1969, Vol. 48, 
No. 2, p. 89 . T his article on Forwarding Agents in Panama represents a portion of the 
material shown at that time. 

The collection form ed by DeVoss won the Grand Award at SOJEX helrl in Atl antic City 
la.st April and won the Champion ofChampions award in thesecond ann ua l ' Vorld series of 
Philately held at Baltimore in October 1969. 

ERRATA 

We regret the following errors in the Collectors Giub Philatelist Vol. -l9 
no. 5 : at the bottom of page 292, illustration bearing the caption Fig. 17 is 
in reality F ig. 21. For the reader 's convenience the proper caption is given 
below so that it may be cut out and pasted in the pl'oper place. 

Figure 21 . LP.11.F.5.c. The first Cameroun Free French issue wa s an overpr int of the colony nam e 
{redundant .of course) with the date of take-over " 27 .8.40" and is· thus comme morati:ve · in nature. 

'l' he other appears on page 303 \\·here Fig. 56 is upside down. 
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HJMR CO P. 0. Box 308, North Miami, Florida 33161 
• Owners & Distributors of Billig's Publications 

AGENTS FOR ROBSON LOWE LITERATURE 

Dept. 
C-8 
HAVE YO U JOI NE D O U R. BOOK OF T H E MO NT H CLUB ? 
Billig 's Philatelic Handbooks 

BU Y.A- BOOK -A-MO NTH PLAN 
Do you want to kno w n1ore ahout your !::i t a n1ps·! 
Can you identify the r a r e ,·ar i e li e~ n f co n1mon s tarnps for whi c h sp ecialists often 

pay hundre ds o f dollars? 
Do you know how to t>p ot the fo rge ri es of valuable :-;tan1ps and cancellations ? 
Th e veteran co llecto r knows that knowl e dge o f hi s stan1ps can n1 ean mon ey in hi s 

p ock e t ! 
Expand your philateli c knowled ge a nd huild your library :-;ystemat i cally and econo­

mically with HJMR' s BU Y -A -BOOK-A - MONTH PLAN . 
Th e prize ,,~inning 30 volume Bi lli g·' R Phi late li C' H~u1dbook Se ri es contains a vast 

w ealth o f valuable info rma ti o n o n almost every philatelic subject and cover s th e 
stamps o f a lmost eYery country in t h e w o rld. In c lud ed a r e n1a.ny a rticles and listings 
o f forgeri es, ca n ce llations .. . rnini a ture a nd souvenir sheets local s .. topicals 
. . . spec ialized stud i es, r e,·enues ... a nd n1ueh more. 

,,.e will send yo u a d ifferent volume eac h n1onth, until you r set i !'i co 1npl e t e for on l y 
$7. 50 per m o nth. Join th e BU Y- A - BOOK - A - MONTH PLAN today , it could be one of 
the best phil a t e li c buys you \\"ill e\·e r make. 

NEW FROM ROBSON LOWE 
I THE HISTOR Y OF WRECK COVERS 

by A . E . HOPKIN S New 3rd Editi o n 
".:"\Tumber!'i in Early lndian Cancellat ions 

1855 - 84" by D. R l\lartin - an e xcellent 
>J ew H obson L o w e Publi cation to b e r e leased 
Se1nemher 1s t. 140 pages, illustrating th e 33 
llULJO r t,\·p es, inc lud es 7 n1aps, post office 
ahr oad , External Campaigns & a. co nversion 
tahl e of H e nouf & Cooper type numbers_ 

The long out of print & muc h Bought after 
2nd edition has b ee n r evised and brought 
up to 1 %4. A <"O mpl ete listing o f sea, land 
and air \\"reclrn fro m 174'> t o 19(i4 . 17 pages 
in c luding 248 illustra tion s, con1p l e t ely in­
d exed for ease o f id entification. Fore word 
by Sir John \\"il~o11, e tc. 
1970 - Our 52nd Year 

STAMPS WANTED 

Each Year Our Public Auctions 
and Gold Medal Mail Sales 

Sell Over 75,000 Lots ! 
We Urg ently Need Additional Material 

You wa nl Lhe 1110 t fo r yo ur stamps. \Ve glad ly pay it wi thout del ays or 
bargaining. Bring in persona ll y, or send in by insured mail or express, a tte ntion: 
Apprai sa l Dept. Al l shipm e nts are held aside inta ct awai ting your instructi ons 
after we send o ur offer or a dvi ce. Informal appraisal s are free, and our b u yer 
can visit you Lo inspect larger proper ties. 

J. & H. STOLOW, INC. 
915 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 10016 Tel.: (212) 533 - 0790 

" Rated fir st in stamps by all standard authorities" 

Stolow's has purchased outrigh t, at the top m a rke t price, with immedia te 
cash paym ent, m ore than 50,000,000 wor th of fin e stamps. Our needs are 
unlimited. 

Fair treatm ent is always assured 
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RICHARD WOLFFERS, Inc. 
POSTAGE STAMP SHOP 

MEMBER COLLECTORS CLUB, APS, ISJP 

WE BUY 

LARGE & 

SPECIALIZED 

COLLECTIONS 

127 KEARNY STREET/ SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 

TEL. (415) 781 ·5127 
"'1:0Xt!XJCllXJCllJIXJCH:ICH:llJIJIJIJIJPIJPi:H:JCBXBXU:JIJPIXJIJIJPIJP!ll:tl:tl:HllXJCIPIXJCHl001Jt9'. 

PALESTINE 
Forerunners 

including scarce Offices 
Covers 

Postal Stationery 
( including "SPECIMEN" items) 
and material for the Specialist. 

Similar material available of all Countries 

- Write today to the Postal History people -

(Directors : C. A GUS PARKER and W. R. HART) 

265 STRAND, LONDON, WC 2R IAJ, ENGLAND 
CLOSE TO ST. CLEMENT DANES CHURCH - NEAREST UNDERGROUND: TEMPLE 

:tlXJIJIJIXJIJIJCH:llJIJIJIJIJIJIJIJClPIJIJIXJIXJIJIJIJIJCH:IQIJIJIJIJIJIJIJll!JIXJIJIJCH:llJIJCH:llJIJIJIJIJIJc 
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! The Buyers ! !
I • 
f i 
! From the Atlantic to the Pacific we provide an unequalled service to ven- f
f dors. With expert buyers at our Gallerys in both San Francisco and !
! London the seller benefits from our up to the minute knowledge of the f
i market prices prevailing in both the old and new worlds. Our vast retail ! 
T outlets through our stores, our attendance at shows all over the world, !
f •I f our mailing list of thousands of clients whose interests span the globe i 
f and OUR REPUTATTO FOR FAIR DEALING assure the seller of top •

I market prices for his stamps. .!:~;.' 
There is little we cannot use and we pay IMM ED IATE CASH I I 
If you have a general coll ection, a single country Jot , a specialized study, 

f an accumulation, covers from pre-s tamp time onwards, good or rare single i 
! stamps or sets - THERE IS 0 B ETTER MARKET FOR YOUR f
i STAMPS. t
T You may ei th er call personally with your material or forward same by :.·. 
f registered post for our immediate attention. 
f i T VALUABLE BULKY COLLECTIONS can be inspected in your home i f and we inv ite details of such properties. I
T If you are interes ted in SELLING you canno t <lo better than call, write i 
T or telephone: i 

I ERIC ETKIN LIMITED i
I o 
T A .S.D.A. International Philateli c D ealers i I A .P.S. Gallery and Buying Department P.T.S. 

T 245 Powell Street San Francisco, Cal. 94102 
f Telephone: (415) 362-5851 
f ALSO IN LONDON, ENGLA D •

.................................................................................................................................................................................. 
till ... 
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:·: 
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:·: 
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:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 ... 
1111 

U.S. A. 

Rece nt pu rcha ses of collections have enabled us to refill our stocks of 

U.S. A., GREAT BRITAIN , SWEDEN, NORWAY, FINLAND and !CE­

LANO and we shall be pleased to hear from customers interested in 

the early issues of these - as well as other - countries. All stamps 

sent on approval - provided we have satisfactory references. 

LEO BAR ESCH 
Manfield House, 376-9 Strand , London W.C. 2, England 

(All invoiced in Dollars, payable to our account in New York.) 

1111 

1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 

:·: 
1111 ... 
1111 ... 
1111 

:·: 
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THE "R" SECTION OF THE 
POST AL ST A TIO NERY 
CATALOGUE IS NOW 

READY .... 
Reun ion to Ryukyu Ts. , 185 fully illu s ­
trate d pages, with 1naterial never be-
fore recorded .......... $6.00 
Th e "'A" section, fully r ev ised, 2nd 
edition , three times t h e size of the 
o rigina l .... ........ .. . . ..... $4.50 
(NOTE: subsc ribe rs to the full seri es 
will not need this r ev isi on, as it h as 
been inc lud ed in supplements.) 
Sturdy vinyl binde rs, gold lettered 

EACH $3.00 
\\"E HAVE SCHEDULED FOR THIS 
SEASON, the halance of the L eppman 
stat ionery collection , p lu s a fine group 
of U.S. stationer y, a nd some very fin e 
ea r ly U. S. cov e rs. 
A VERY LARGE GENERAL COL­
LECTION of a dh es ives, will a lso b e 
o ffered late r in th e y ear, including 
som e ve r y fine s ing le pi eces and col­
lec tions by countr y. 
W YOU ARE NOT ON OUR MAIL­
! NC LTST, w h y not d rop us a line, 
stating you r inte r es ts "! \Ve will h e 
h a ppy to mail you a catalogu e wh e n 
something o f inter est in your parti cu­
lar fi e ld comes a long. 

•i 
i 

I

i
'i 
i

HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. f
f 23 North Santa Anita T

I• • • • , : a :::.:~-.~~~~::~~.-~~.'.~~ ... -. .. •-•J
As Duveen was to 

distinguished art collectors 

and Dr. Rosenbach was to 

famous bibliophiles so 

Ezra Cole 

rs to the discriminating 

philatelist 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NY ACK, N. Y. 10960 

Telephone: 914-EL 8-0964 
380 
A BOOI( ? 
For Christmas • 

We have a wide range of publi cations to 

interest the philateli st and postal hi storian 

and wi II be p leased to forward a co py of 

our new lite ra ture li st when writin g, 

plea se me nti o n that yo u saw thi s adverti se-

me nt in THE COU~ECTORS CLUB PHI­

LATF,LJST . 

A new arrival is th e third and e nl arged 

edition of A HISTO RY of WREC K COV-

ERS h y A drian Hopkins, whilst old favour­

ites inclu de THE CO LONIAL POST of 

th e U IT ED STATES o f AMERI CA 1606-

] 783 h y Kay Horowicz and Robson Lowe 

and THE PRIVATE LO CAL POSTS of the 

UNITED STATES lq Donald S. Patton, also 

MEXI CO l856-l8U b y Dr. Joseph Schatzkes. 

As you may wish to give the above books 

as µ:ift s we have not mentioned prices in 

thi :; adve rti se me nt . . . all detai ls are ava il -

ab le in th e litera ture li st. 

Write today to 

ROBSON LOWE LIMITED 

Philatelic Publishers 

50 Pall Mall 
London S.W. 1 

England 

Cables: "Stamps, London, S.W.1 ." 

Telex: 915 410. 
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Selected 
GERMAN ST ATES 

BRUNSWICK. 
1. 1852. 2sgr. b lue. Example of this 

stamp used on fine entire lightly 
cancelled in blue. Michel 2. $180.00 

2. 1852. 3sgr. orange red. Superb used 
single lightly cancelled in blue on 
neat envelope to Ulm. Expertised. 
l\I i ch e l 3 ·-------------------------------- $180. 00 

3. 1863. 'hgr. black / green. Vertical 
pair of this scarce stamp lightly 
tied on 1867 cover to Oschersleben. 
Engel certificate, ::\Iichael lOa. 

$228. 00 
HAMBURG. 

4. 1864-5. 3sch. ultramarine and 4sch. 
yellow green used together on 
cover to England illustrating the 
7sch. rate. Michel 15, 16 .. $140.00 

HANNOVER. 
5. 1851. 1/ lOth. Thaler black/ pale 

o range. Brilliant marginal s ingle 
showing "Number 6" lightly can­
celled on most attr active envelope 
by light blue cancel of Hannover. 
Michel 5b ------------------------------- $210.00 

6. 1864. Remarkable envelope address­
ed to France bearing a superb 
marginal example of the 'h gr. 
b lack in combination with the 3gr. 
in the "black brown" shade and 
the lgr. rose. Three different 
issu es on one cover . Most attrac­
tive and of the greatest rarity'. 
Buhler a nd Diena certificates. 
Michel 17y, 19b, 23y . ........ $580 .00 

M ECK. / SCHWERIN . 
7. 1856. 'A.sch. red. Fine used vertical 

strip of six used on neat cover 
from Rostock to Wlrmar. Scarce 
item. Michel 1 _______ $ 168.00 

8. 1864-7. 3sch. yellow. Superb used 
example on neat envelope to Wen­
dorf cancelled with the scarce 
"Hamburg Bahnhof" c.d.s. In 
black. Most attractive. Michel 7. 

$144.00 
OLDENBURG. 

9. 1852. ¥..sgr. black/yellow green. 
Very fine mint, full margin ex­
ample of this very elusive stamp. 
Mchel 1 ------------------- $21 6.00 

10. 1861. lgr. "True Blue". A large 
and very fine unused example of 
this difficult stamp. Michel 12b. 

$ 120.00 

'Vri le for listings of other fields of 
collecting - whether your Interest be 
in the c lassics of the world or the 
more modern ra rities of the begin­
ning of th e 20th. century. We wel­
come '\Tant Lists from all periods and 
from all countries. 

W. E. LEA 
( Ph ilate list s) Ltd. 

I The Adelphi 
John Adam Street 

Strand, London W. C. 2 
England 

Ca bles: Least amps 
•!•lllllllll;l~l~C~llllll~ll~l~l;l;C~l~lll i 
NOVEMBER 11 - 12 

FINE CANADA 
NEWFOUNDLAND & 

PROVINCES 

I 
~ 
5 
g 

I g 

Proofs , Revenues , Officials, I 
" Semi-Official Airmails , Covers , i===.====~-· 

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 
U. S. A. AND FOREIGN 

Collections and Large Lots :: 

the property of over 50 owners 
and estates 

Illu stra ted Catalogs Available 
about a month before sale 

PRIVATE TREATY OFFERS 
an illustrated catalog of 
very fine & rare B.N.A. 

at net prices 
Price $1.00 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 
ESSAY PROOF SOCIETY 

CATALOG 
listing over 4800 essays 

& proofs 
over 200 pages, hard cover 

Price $15 

Price $3 .00 

Available direct or from your 
favorite dealer 

I 

iJ. N. SISSONS LTD.I 
~ 37 KING STREET EAST § 
~ ~ 
§ TORONTO 210, CANADA c c § 
- Cables: Sistamp , Toronto -
~ Phone: { 416 } 364-6003 ~ 
381 
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506th SALE 

U. S. & B. N.A. 

A wonder fu l a rray of quali ty singles 
a nd blocks. Many rarities, reissues, 
s pecia l print ings, commemor atives, 
r egu la r issues, a irma ils, o ffi cial s, rev­
en ues, postage dues. 

Suitable quali ty material solicited 
fo r future sales fo r outri ght purchase 
or auction. 

Interest-free advances a rranged 

FALL bookings availab le 

DANIEL F. KELLEHER CO., 
INC. 

40 Court Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Est. 1885 
382 
At Your Service 
For All 

Philatelic 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

For RESEARCH & STUDY 

For EXIITBITIONS 
and 

For PUBLICATION 

2 x 2 Color Slides 

l

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer for the 

Collectors Club Philatelist.) 

1 Montgomery Place 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215 
I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

WAYS TO SELL . ---
PUBLIC AUCTION 

A popular and satisfactory method of sale for many types of collections, 
rarities and other philatelic properties. We have co nducted successful public 
auction sales for over 35 years . 

PRIVATE SALE OR PRIVATE TREATY 
Some properties , because of their nature are best sold private ly . We place 

many valuable holdings in th is manner . 

"SPECIAL OFFERS" CATALOGUE 
A new concept in philatelic selling . Publ is hed at period ic intervals these 

catalogues will offer selected classic and modern rarities, collections and other 
consignments at fixed prices for immediate cash . 

IMMEDIATE CASH 
We are always interested in 

Correspondence invited . 
buy ing suitable mater ial for immedicate cash_ 

We are recogn ized appraisers for estate , tax , insurance a nd ot her purposes. 

IRWIN HEIMAN 
INC. I 

-
5
== ONE LINDEN PLACE £, GREAT NECK, LI., N. Y. 11021 ~:=_' 

Suite 305 Tel. (516) 466-3144 
=::i111111111111crn1111111111ti 11111111 11 11 ci 11 1111 :11111rn11111111111rnm11111111ci111111111111crn1111111111ci111111111111CJ111111111111ci 111111111111 ci111111111111cm1 111111111 Cl111111111111c•:• 
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If you are searching for a truly choice 

classic cover, your prime source is: 

MIDWAY 

STAMPS 

LTD. 

BOX 337 
MOHEGAN LAKE, 

N. Y. 10547 

,&, 
0 . G. Bluish Papers P . F. Cert . 

United States 

British America 

Fall~land Islands 

HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 60035 
PHONE 312/ 432· 4139 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
88 long 8s you enjoy collecting and 
89 long 89 you have fun with your 
stamps. But when you get tired or a 
collection because it has reached its 
goal, when you want to start in another 
philatelic field , do not hesitate lo dis­
po se o f the "finished" collection. In 
thi s way you will obtain additional 
funds for purchases in your new £ieM. 
When you decide to sell, talk with a 
dealer whom you have trusted with 
your purchases. He is the rigltt man to 
sell for you the items he has on ce sold 
to you . We are always happy when we 
can give advice and l1elp or this kind. 
Contact u s when the time is ripe and 
we will do our b est to arrange a satis. 
factory sale or your material, either 
by private sale or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO., INC. 
I 0 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 
Tel.: MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address : Mercstamp Newyork 
VATICAN CITY COVERS 
41-46 Juridical Cgr. on reg. 

letter ···-··························· P . 0. R. 
47-54 Catholic Press .................. $96.00 
55-60 on reg. letter Arch. 

Cong. ·······················-··········· 60.00 
61-67 fl. to France lnterreg. 

FDC ···-······ ········ ················· 18.00 
122-131, Ell-12 Baslllcas FDC P . O. R. 
132-139 Holy Year FDC .... 60.0-0 
140-42 - Palatine Guard FDC -!6.00 
143-44 - Dogma of Ass. FDC 40.00 
145-48 - Pope Plus X (Gold) 

FDC ···-································· 90.00 
149-53 - Calchedon FDC ........ 90.00 
155 - Roman States Cen-

tenary FDC ...................... 20.00 
155A - Roman States Souv. 

sheets FDC .. ..... .......... .. 65.00 
158-68, E13-14 Popes & Basil . 

FDC ..... ... ........... ...... .. ......... 27.50 
239-42 Brussels Fair FDC ........ 16.00 
242A Brussels Fair Souvenir 

sheet FDC .. ... 20.00 
C9-15 2nd Airmail FDC ....... .. 35.00 

ClG-17 Tobias FDC .................. P . O. R. 
C18-19 UPU FDC ···············-··· P . 0 . R. 
C20·21 reglst. w. cachet FDC P . 0. R. 
C22-23 Dome I FDC ···-··············· 80. 00 
C24-32 Angels FDC 30.00 
C33-34 Dome II FDC 45.ffO 
C45-46 Auto. by designer FDC 45.00 

Prices subject to change 
without notice. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. A 
P.O. Box 57, Dumont, N. J. 07628 
S. L. BA YER, Prop. Est. 1912 

Member Collectors Club • ASDA 
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AIRMAIL 
NEW ISSUES 

For years we have speciali zed in 
supplyin g airmail new issues. Our ser­
vice is tailored to suit the nee ds of 
each individual custom er. Whe ther the 
airmail stamps of the whol e wo rld or 
of only a few co untri es are requ ired 
we can supply them. Each 111on1hly 
new issue distribution is accompanied 
by a copy of our "Topica l No tes" 
(sampl es sent free o n r equest ). See 
for yo urself how 111u ch yo u will save. 

o postage values. 

APPROVALS FOR 
THE SPECIALIST 

\Ve ca rry a compreh ensive stock of 
Air Posts of the World and welcome 
want li sts for se ts and individual 
i tems. Many errors and varieties are 
always available. 

c::~Q. 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN. 06877 

!:.ll:JJ:loot:B:fOQOQQQ(JQQtlQQOt:IQQQOQtl[. 
COVERS 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Specialist Material 

• 
WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? 

• 
11ew 6u1fanL/ Sta11111 Co. 

45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8 , Massachusetts 
384 
SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST A TES 

Stamps and Covers 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G.Daniels 

1

7 Wate r Street Boston 9, Mass. 
.................................................... -............................ ~ 
i ~ 
+ FREE ..... . 
! • ~ 

+ 
! 
~ 
! 

For A Specialist! 

·we now have one of the largest 
selections of Errors and Varieties . An 
accumulat ion of 35 years - even for 
advanced specialists . 

~ lllany elusive Toplcals. Airmails. etc. 
! etc. 
·.; Antarctica Olympics 

Boy Scouts Paintings 
·::·: Cambodia Exhibition s 

Cen t e nary Red Cross 
Churchill Refugee 

! Dr. Schwe itze r Rotary 
! Ei senhower Russia 

i ~~~~~: ~~~f~ =.~' ~. r. T . U. Sports 
Kennedy U. N. 

! Laos U.P.U. ! ! Lincoln Vietnan1 !. 
1 1\fonaco ! 
I Ask for FREE list. Individual ap - + 

:
'·: proval se lections. Popular prices - ! 

Convenient T e nns. ~ 

! ! 
t S. SEREBRAKIAN 
~ . 
! 
+ 
~ 
! 

Incorporated 

P. 0. BOX 448, 
MON ROE, N . Y . 10950 

i • ........... ·-······•··· ......................................................... . 



THE WORLD OF GIBBONS AUCTIONS 

AUTUMN WHOLESALE AUCTION 

I 0-13 November 1970 
Four Sessions - 1,479 Lots 

Great Britain with Channel Islands and Regionals (539 lots), Commonwealth 
strongly featured with emphasis on 'Q.E. II' issues. Europe also included, notably 
Finland with Commemoratives and Charities. 

Catalogue 7 /6d. 

"MAXIMUS IV" 
26-27 November 1970 

An auction of solely Queen Victoria material opening with 196 lots of 
Penny Blacks including rare plates and inverted watermarks. These are followed 
by Twopenny Blues and I 841 issues with varieties and multiples. 

The second day opens with 'Cancellations' on line-engraved issues (73 lots), 
also featured are later issues to 1870, a small range of embossed and over I 00 
lots of 'surface-printed' issues. 

The highlight of this two-day sale is an outstanding display of 'abnormals'. 
De-luxe Catalogue (4 colour plates, 17 black & white) £I. 

FOUR DAY GENERAL SALE 
2-5 December 1970 
Four Sessions - over 1,200 Lots - also 'Saturday Special 38' 

The first day opens with the usual section of 'Collections' and continues to 
Czechoslovakia with 19th Century Argentina strongly featured (over 200 lots). 

Second and third days comprise representative ranges of most other coun­
tries, notably Great Britain, Grenada and other Commonwealth. 

Catalogue 7/6d. 

Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd. 
Drury House Russell Street 
London W.C.2 England 
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H. R. Harmer, Inc. of 6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 
are pleased to announce that the following important properties will 
be offered in the early months of the New Year. 

JANUARY 19, 20 - UNITED STATES AND CONFEDERATES 
(Order of United States Trust Company of New York: Estate of 
Paul W. Clough: others) 

JANUARY 21, 22 - BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 
(Order of Kenneth H. Parker of Dallas, Texas; others) 

FEBRUARY 16-19 - GENERAL COLLECTION 
(Estate of Paul W. Clough; others) 

FEBRUARY 23-25 - UNITED STATES 
(Various owners) 

MARCH 9-11 - CANADA 
(Private collector) 

MARCH 15-19 - LA TIN AMERICA 
(The Douglas P. Ball Stock; The Bonilla-Lara Bolivia; The "L. E." 
Chile) 

CataZogue/l ready one month priof' to a'UCtitm. Gratis at Gallery or 500 each by 
mail. Bequest catalogue nbacripUon form. 
American Phifotelie Reseerd! Libra"" 
p .0.. Sox SJ38 . , 
State Colleee, PA lb€n3 




