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Ancient Posts 
By CHARLES .J. PHILLIPS. 

"O / all inventions tbe alpbabet a11d the printing-press alo11e excepted, tbose 
inventions which abridge distance. have done most /or civilization." 

Lord Macaulay. 

"A strange volume of real lije in the daily packet of tbe postman." 
Douglas Jerrold. 

·'When I was sta111p'd some cai11er with bis tools made a counterfeit. 
C_vnzbeline A ct II , Sc. 5. 

THE study of the different methods of communicating news adop·t· eel in th e 
early days of the \l'Orld 's history is a fascinating subject and I have 
been at some trouble to gather together the following information in 

regard to posts, letter,;, etc. 

Origin of the Word " POST " 1 

Originally a post was something "posited", or placed firmly in the ground, 
such as an upright piece of wood or stone, such meaning still r emains in the 
cases of a lamp-post, a gate-post, signal post. .As a post would often be used to 
mark a fixed spot of ground, as in a mile-post, it came to mean the fixed or 
appointed place where the post was placed, as in a military post, the post of 
danger, the post of honor. Th e fixed place 11·here horses wer e kept in readiness 
to facilitate rapid travelling, during th e times of th e Roman Empire, were thus 
called posts, and thence the whole system of arrangement for the conveyance o!' 
persons or news came to be ca lled the posts. 

The name has r etain ed an exactly similar meaning to the present clay in 
most parts of Europe, and we still use it in post-chaise, post-boy, post-horse, and 
postillion . A system of post conveyance for letters having been organized for 
oYer three centuries in England and other countries, this is, perhaps, the mean­
ing most closely associated with the word post at present, and a number of 
expressions haYe thus arisen, such as post office, postage, postal guide, postman, 
postmaster, postal telegraph, etc. Curiously enough we now have iron letter­
posts in which th e word post is restored exactly to its original meaning. 

Some early records to posts and letters that I have found, are as follows:­
Runners were used to carry early communications. In the time of the 

Pharoah 's they appear to have ca rri ed letter s, as a picture of one of them thus 
occupied, is given on the tomb of Amenhotep II. J449-U23 B. C. 

(1). El em e ntary L essons in Logic-vV. S. J e-vons. 
( 1) 
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Mention of Posts are found in the Bible:­
Esther, ch. VIII. verse 10 :-
".And he wrote in the King .Ahasuerus' name and sealed it with the King's 

ring, and sent letters by post on horseback"-and in verse 16 of the same 
chapter "So the posts that rode upon mules and camels went out, being hastened 
and pressed on by the King's commandment.'' 

Also in the Book of Job, ch. IX. verse 25, we read: 
"My days have been swifter than a post," and in 2 Sarn. ch. XI. a letter is 

mentioned as being sent by King David to Uriah the Hittite, addressed to Joab, 
and instructing him to put the bearer in the forefront of the hottest battle and 
to retire from him that he might be smitten and die. 

Runners were used by the early Greeks and among other things brought 
news of the victors in the Olympic Games, to .Athens. 

Herodotus tells us that a runner took but one day and one night from 
.Athens to Lacodaemia a distance of nearly 150 miles. 

Herodotus ( 484-425 B. C.) also tells us that the Persians shaved the heads 
of their messengers and wrote the message on their scalps. They were then 
shut np until the hair had grown again and concealed the message, when the 
runners were sent off upon their journeys. .A messenger on reaching his desti­
nation was again shaved and the writing 'ms made p~ain to the eyes of the 
beholfler. 

Th e first institution of Posts is ascribed to the Persians:-
'f hey placed sentinels on eminences and at different distances, who gave 

notice of public occurrences to one another, with a very loud shrill voice, by 
whicl1 news 'vas transmitted Yery speedily from one end of the kingdom to 
another. 

Th e Roman Emperor .Augustus, first set up public Posts, which were 
running footmen, afterwards changed into Post Chariots and horses for the 
greater expedition. 

In France, Louis IX. ''St. J ... ouis'' 1226-set up Posts at two leagues dis­
tance throughout the Kingdom. 

The Incas of P eru used a curious form of letter called the "guipu" which 
consi;;;ted of a stick of wood haYing a lot of colored strings tied to it. Different 
color >: stood for different objects and knots in the strings, were used to express 
numbers, a single knot being ten, a double knot a hundred, and so on. Details 
of an enemy were easily sent in this manner. 

Pigeon posts are now well known especially sin ce the use made of them in 
the Great War. 

1'he first time I find them mentioned is in 530 B. C. when .Anakreon used 
pigeons to convey his love letter s. 

Th e earliest date in European history in which postal service is mentioned 
is in 807 .A. D. wh en an organization was planned by Charlemayne. 

About the year 84-4- A. D. in the reign of .Abdulrahman II. of Spain r egular 
couriers for conveying intelligence throughout that kingdom were established, 
and postmasters appointed, under whose charge were placed the necessary 
messengers and horses. 

~fonastery P osts were instituted b~r the 1\'Innks in the Middle .Ages 1200-1500 
.A. n. in order that they might keep up communications with other monasteries 
and nlso with their headquarters in Rome. 

A bout the 9th Century Universities in Europe instituted a system of 
messengers, as their students were gathered from all parts of tbe Continent and 
it was necessary to keep in touch with the various towns. The University of 
PaYis had a very complete system of posts. Th e University of Heidelburg in 
1397 A. D . had its own posts. 

Th e German butchers in the old en days were great letter carriers as they 
travPllecl long distances in search of cattle, and in some towns licenses were 
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Inter ior o f :. F r e n c h Post O flice U ntl e r I~ouis XV (17 15-74) 

(From a Print i n the Berlin Postal Museum) 

only granted to butcher s on condi tion that th ey al so carried letter s. These 
posts were so important that in Thurn and 'faxis the postmaster, Jacob Henot, 
was removed by the Emperor Rudolf lJ. in 1597, and a patent was granted to 
the Order of Butchers to perform the postal service. 

Posts of the Order of Knigh thood existed from 1380 to 1525 and the duties 
were carried out by th e Order of Knights of l\Iarienburg. 'fhese posts were 
costly, the charge for sending a letter from l\Iarienburg to Rome being ten 
shillings, whereas the monks only charged one shilling. 

Commercial Guilds first started a postnl service in the 12th Century, when 
Stra ssbourg kept a staff of twenty-four messenger s. 

In Cologne at the end of the 14th Century a r egular service existed between 
that town and Brussels and H eidelburg. 

In 1463 A. D. Louis XI. of "B.,rance had a priYate system of messengers 
over the whole of that country. 

In 1693 A. D. th e Italians started a post oYer the St. Gothard to Berne. 
Tn Holland there was no r egular postal system until about 1710 when a 

Royal post 'ms inst ituted. 
1n 1653 a "petite-poste" was established in Paris for letter s and parcels, 

the ch arge was at first a sou, soon afterwards doubled, and Voltaire speaks of 
the two sous post as being st ill in vogue. 

Tn Spain Royal Posts were started in 1514 and in 1716 a new postal system 
"·as formed and used "the arms of Castile and Leon enclosed in an oval" as an 
incliration of the postage paid. 

Early Posts in Great Brita.in 
Prior to the reign of H enry VUI. the only letters of which any r ecords exist, 

letters to or from th e Court, and those on affairs of State, were sent by special 
Courier , and were th e origin of our Kings Messengers of the present day. 

Tn 1590 Queen Elizabeth granted a patent to J ohn Stanhope as Master 
of the Posts. 



4 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
T"-o kinds of Posts 'rnre established in James 1st. Reign. 'l'b e "Through 
Post " and the "Post for the Packet". 

Th e first consisted of messengers who rode "through post" for the whole 
distance with horse and guide. For the Packet Post two horses were kept ready 
at each post office and the Packet had to be sent on within a quarter of an hour 
of its r eceipt. 

'l'he Couriers of the Cro,rn, 'Yere, down to the time of H enry VIII, subject 
to l\Iartial La,v, and if they lingered on the road with their despatches were 
hangrd on their arrival, as an exa mple to all dilatory posts. 

'rhe letters of the sixteenth CE'ntury frequ ently bear a sketch of a Gallows 
on the cover, with a Courier officially silspended in the literary sense, and under­
neath the stirring admonition:-

"Haste! Post! Haste-Post Haste for thy life." 

Th e following are the endorsements on a letter of the year 1623, from ::\fr. 
Ba!!!!. Deputy l\Ia~-or of Plymouth to Sir Edward Conway:-

"For his Majesty's special service. 

"To the Right Honorable Sir Edward Conway, Knight, one of His Majestys 
Principal Secretaries. 

These at Court, Post haste , Post haste, haste , with speed. 

"Plymouth 17 June, 1623 , 11 o'clock in the morninge . 

"Ashburton, 17 June, 1623 , four o'clock in the a fternoon. 

"Exeter at four in the morning June 18, 1623 . 

" Receiv ed this packet at Honyton at 11 o'clock in the forenoon. 

"Sherborne late a t night, 18 June 1623. 

"At Sarum 19 June at 6 in the morning. 

"Andover past 9 o'clock in the morninge the 19 day of June. 

"At Basing at 12 at noon. 

" Hartford Bridge Vii past 2 in afternoon. 

"Staines at past 5 o'clock in the afternoon June 19. 

"The Strand, at h ou se, past 8 o 'clock at night." 

Thus the letter was received, acknowledged, and sent on from one post 
house to another no less than ten times, till it finally reached its address and 
again acknowledged. 

'l'he above shows that the Courier did 214 miles in fifty seven hours: the 
average being little more than three miles and three quarters in the hour. 

In 1653 under Cromwell th e Post was ''Farmed Out '' and John Manlev 
who held the first contract · paid £10,000 per annum. · 

During the years when the post 'ms '' J!...,armecl Out'' political parties caused 
a great abuse of th e mails by opening letters before they were delivered. 

J.Jord Macaulay tells us, that in the year of the Restoration: 
A Committee of the House of Commons, after strict enquiry, had estimated 

the net receipts for carrying letter s at about £20,000. 
At the close of the reign of Charles the Second this had then amounted to 

little short of £50,000, which at that time was thought a stupendous sum. 
1660. This year a Bill was introduced into the House of Commons, which 

contained a proviso securing th e right of l\Iembers to frank letters. 
1635. King Charles the First issued a Proclamation for the ''establishment 

of a running post or two, to be run night and day, between Edinburgh and 
Scotland and th e City of London, to go thither 11.nd back again in six clays. 
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Branch Posts were also to be established with all the principal towns on the 
road. 

The rates of postage were fixed at 2d. under 80 miles; 4d. for 140 miles; 
6d. beyond- and Sd. to Scotland. 

'rhis is evidence that a regular Post Office Establishment then existed . 
. 1660. Privilege of sending letters free through the post, or franking was 

claimed by members of the then Parliament. 
1680. In this year several hundred Iteceiving Officers were opened in 

London, at which Messengers called every hour aiid then delivered these letters 
at private houses at a charge of one pemiy a letter, and parcels also, provided 
neither exceeded one pound in weight. 

At the same time was establish ed the two-penny post, which extended to 
Hackney, Islington, Newington Butt8, and Lambeth; they being considered as 
Town~ outside London. 

Letter- Carl.·ie1· ou Stilts 
in the nc1•nrt111ent of 
L:11ul es 

(From a Print in the 
B erlin Posta l Museum) 

1732. In "New Remarks of London" or a "Survey Collected by The 
Company of Parish Clerks" 1732, we read: 

"The Penny Post Office, a very convenient Project and principally under 
the care and inspection of a Comptroller, and by Act of Parliament made IXth 
of Queen Anne 1709-10, for establishing a General Post Office, it is there enacted: 

"That fo r the Post of all and every the Letter and Packet passing or re­
passing by the Carriage called the Penny Post established and settled within th~ 
Cities of London and Westminster and Borough of Southwark and Parts adja­
cent and to be received and delivered within ten English miles distant from 
the said General Letters Office in London One penny." 

'The General and Chief Penny Post Office was then in St. Christopher's 
Churchyard in Threadneedle St. near Stocks Market. 

Though called a Penny Post it was in reality a two penny post, for it appears 
that it was ''The custom of the Office to receive one penny upon the Delivery 
of evt>ry Letter or Parcel, over amd above the one penny which was paid at the. 
time of putting in every letter or parcel", and further, that "All letters and 
parcels that were brought in were registered" without extra charge. 

-1829. Some years before lVIr. Hill applied the stamp to his invention of a 
uniform postage, Chas. Whiting printed a proposal to the Government to issue 
stamped Bands, or, as he termed them 
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''Go-frees' ' 
which were intended to frank a certain weight of printed matter. 

Mr. Hill acknowledged that he owed to Chas. Knight the suggestion of a 
postage stamp. 

Mr. Louis the Superintendent of the Mails in 1829, said that the principle 
was proposed to the Post Office several years previous by a Mr. Stead. 

1833. Chas. Knight suggested stamp covers for the prepayment of news­
paper postage this year. 

1839. Aiigust 6th. Viscount Melbourne moved the Second Reading of the 
P enny Postage Bill. 

The Duke of Wellington very reluctantly gave his support to the measure, 
and said that, although Rowland Hill's was one of the best plans that could 
possibly be devised, he still doubted very much whether it would answer the 
purpose of keeping up the amount of Revenue. 

He could state from his own knowledge that, in the Army, freedom from 
postage had not the effect of increasing correspondence. 

He felt persuaded that the plan would not work well in country parts. 
Not wishing to commit a breach of the conventional rules which were estab­

lished between this and the other House of Parliament, he would vote for th e 
measure, but he assured their Lordships that he did so with very great reluctance. 

After some further conversation the Bill was read a second time. 
The Commission to engrave the first postage stamp was originally given to 

Mr. Charles Heath, but as he feared his eye sight was not good enough for such 
fine work, he handed it over to his son Frederick, th e price agreed upon was £60. 

The first plate was so lightly engraved that it was impossible to electrotype 
it, so it \vas re-engraved in a much darker manner. 

On the 10th of January 1840 the penny post was adopted. 
The first stamps were black, and so continued till May 1841 when red stamps 

were substituted. 
Blue two penny stamps soon followed . 
. 1852. Post Boxes, that is Pillar Letter Boxes, were put up first in London 

this year. 
They were from the beginning painted scarlet, or scarlet and black: Appar­

ently because scarlet was th e color distinguishing "His Ma.festy's Mail." 
The Daily T elegraph of July 3, 1889, stated that when Queen Victoria came 

to thf' Throne: "The streets of London were parambulated at intervals by the 
"two penny postmen", who rang a Bell, as an advertisement of their propinquity 
and collected letters as they walked; while from the Courtyard behind St. 
Martins-le-Grand, there periodically issued small boys mounted on weedy ponies, 
with Letter Bags at their saddle bows, who blew horns as they clattered over 
the stones.'' 
On December 12, 1936 

THE COLI;ECTORS CLUB 

will celebrate its 

FORTIETH AN NIVER SARY 

K ee p That Date Open 
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The United States 
of the 20th 

Postage Stamps 
Century 

By MAX G. JOHL. 

The Sherman Hill Air !Uull Beacon 

'rite hig·hest beacon light in tl1e World. T11is 5,000,000 Candle Pon•er 
Beacon is locate(l on tl1e to11 of S J1 e1·nH111 1-Iill betn·een Cheyenne and 
Laru1nie, Wyo11:1ing, 8,(;00 feet above sen Je,'e l . It is u sed to guh:le air 
utail 1•ilots on tlte nig;ht flig·ht,.; on the Trans- Continental Route. 

SERIES OF 1928 

FIVE CENT BI-COLOR AIR MAIL 

To further increase the use of the air mail service, the Post Office Depart­
ment, in the early part of 1928, decided to reduce the rate to five cents per 
ounce. On June 19, 1928, Third Assistant Postmaster General Robert S. Regar 
announced that a new five cent air mail stamp would be issued July 25, to pre­
pay the postage under the new rate effective August 1st. In the June 1928 
Postal Guide supplement it was announced that thereafter the use of air mail 
stamps for other than air mail charges would no longer be permissable. How­
ever this was slightly modified on August 17, 1928 by the Third Assistant Post­
master General who stated that these stamps were also good for any extra ser­
vice such as special delivery and registry when so used on air mail matter. 

This stamp was p~aced on sale at Washington, D. C. on July 25 and first 
day covers needed a pair of the new stamps to pay the then current ten cent 
rate. A New York firm of yacht designers and brokers effectively used the 
first day of the new rate by sending out 30,000 circulars, via air mail, using 
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the new stamp and · calling attention to the early cancellation as all letters were 
postmarked August 1, 12.30 A. M., the earliest possible cancellation under the 
new rate. 

As this was a bi-colored stamp, two sets of plates were needed, both con­
tained 100 subj ects. A vertical guide line was placed on the frame plates for 
perforation and cutting registry, and it was along this line that the sheets were 
cut into panes of 50 for issuance to post offices. 'l'he frame plates also had a 
horizontal guide line which passed between the fifth and sixth rows for regis­
tering the horizontal perforations, but no cut was made along these lines. 'l'he 
vignette plates had guide line markings, only at the edges of the sheet margins, 
for printing registration. 

When the first group of plates were made for the border and center, a 
heavy marker was placed at the extreme ends of the guide lines. These mark­
ings consisted of a solid, or cross hatched equilateral triangle with one quarter 
inch sides having a right angle cut taken from each side. These were intended 
to assist in more easily registering the vignette in the frame. The top and 
bottom markings were about fifteen sixteenths of an inch from the stamps and 
were usually found on the issued sheets, one half appearing to the right or left 
of the vertical guide line. The side markings were located about one and a half 
inches from the stamps and were cut off in trimming the sheets, so consequently 
were not available. 

Above the second stamp to the right, and left of the vertical guide line is 
the word "TOP" in heavy capital letters. The border plates printed the 
"TOP" on the left pane and the vignette plate on the right. The border plate 
numbers are over the fourth stamp, to the right and left of the guide line, 
while the vignette plate numbers are over the third stamp from the center. The 
r ed number precedes the blue on the left pane and follows it on the right with 
the latter having in addition an '' F '' before both numbers. 

After the first group of plates had been to press it was found that better 
registration could be effected by using a plain line instead of markers. The 
heavy markers were therefore removed from all finished p~ates and omitted on 
the later ones. To further aid in the r egistration a horizontal line was cut into 
the border plate parallel to the top line of the stamps and about half an inch 
above them. 'l'h ese lines start about three quarters of an inch from both sirles 
of the vertical guide line and Yary from a bout three quarters of an inch to an 
inch and three ctuarters in length, also rliffering in width from a hair line to 
one thirty-second of an inch. 

# 1310- Five Cent, Carmine and Blue. Air Mail Beacon. No Wmk. 
Perf. 11. 

Issued July 25, 1928. 

When the Post Office Department decided to reduce the air mail rate to 
five cents it was necessary to prepare a new stamp in this denomination for 
exclusive use on air mail matter. On June 18, 1928 the Postmaster General 
approved the die proof and work was immediately started on the plates. On 
June 28th, printing was started on the frame plates and after the sheets were 
seasoned the centers were printed beginning July 5th. On July 17th, the first 
shipments were made to post offices and before August 1st the initial general 
distribution had been completed. 

This stamp was designed by A. R. Meissner, after a photograph of the 
beacon light at Sherman Hill in the Rocky Mountains, furnished by the Air 
Mail Service of the Post Office Department. 'l'he engraving was executed by 
L. S. Schofield and E. Hall. 
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The stamp is a horizontal rectangle 1 3/ 32 by 1 15/ 32 inches in size print­
ed in two colors, the frame being carmine and the vignette blue. In the center, 
in addition to the beacon light, is a mail plane in tlight. A panel at the top 
of the frame has the words " U. S. POS'l 'AG 1£ " in white lfoman letters and 
on ribbons directly below, supported by acanthus scrolls, are the words "AIR." 
on the left and '·MAIL'' on the right. Square ornamental designs appear in 
both upper corners and in the lower corners, within circles with dark back­
grounds, are the numeral '' 5. '' A white border ed panel at the bottom of the 
stamp contains the word "CENTS" in white Roman letters. 

'l'he plates used for printing these stamps may be divided into three groups 
as determined by the marginal markings. As previously mentioned, the first 
plates for both frame and vignette design had heavy triangular regist_:r;ation 
markers which were later removed. All border plates up to and including 
19606 and all center plates up to and including rn580 went to press showing 
this Leavy .marker. The removal began first on the border plates and later on 
the center plates. This removal was accomplished by burnishing out the de­
sign of the heavy marker cutting beneath the hardened surface of the plate. 
'Near soon took place at these points, causing a circular hollo'w about one half 
inch in diameter, which soon resulted in a light color disc appearing on the 
sheets around the top and bottom of the vertical guide line. 'fhis first group 
therefore exists with heavy markers and with the color discs. 'fhe erasure was 
done over a period of about three months and combinations exist showing the 
color disc from the frame plate, and the heavy marker of the vignette plate. 

There wer e but two in the second marginal group, namely center plates 
19597 and 19598, which had the markers r emoved prior to being used and show 
only the impressions with the guide line and the color disc. 

The r est of the plates were made without markers and show only the guide 
line from the frame plate and the short vertical r egistration line from the vig­
nette plate. The horizontal r ed line in the top margin appears on all frame 
plates except 19552, 19589 and 19592. 

'rhe stamp was current for more than a year and a half and in that period 
tbrer groups of plates were used for both the center s and the frames and many 
plates had been cancelled befor e oth ers ·were put. to press, and some combinations 
could not exist. The blue ink did not wear out the plates as rapidly as did the 
red, :c:nd border p~ates far outlasted their group of vignette plates. The first 
twPlve center plates made about 486,500 impressions while the first twelve 
frame plates made only about 379,200 or a bout 22 % less. 

The Bureau first printed the frame design using four plates to a press with 
a daily production of about 2200 sheets per day per press. After the frames 
had been printed the sheets were dried, examin ed and allowed to season while 
stored in the vault. Later the vignettes were printed also with four plates 
to a press. Due to the necessity of car eful r egistration of the vignettes, this 
second printing was slower, with a daily output of about 1700 sheets per day 
per press. 'fhis difference in printing speed between the first and second im­
pressions is one of the causes for the irregu]arity of the plate number com­
binations. 

The necessity of car eful r egistration and th e double wetting of the paper 
with its unequal shrinkage caused an excessive amount of waste in printing 
these stamps. In an effort to reduce this waste the Bureau prepared four vig­
nette and four frame plates which were slightly smaller in size than the stand­
ard, and better suited for the odd size of th e 100 subject plates. The paper 
had to be trimmed to fit these plates, and compli cations in th e gumming of the 
small sheets led to an almost immediate discontinuance of these plates. The 
four vignette plates number ed 19636 to ] 9639 inclusive were used to print 100 
impressions of each p'ate and th en discontinued. Thesr plate>: have the usual 
marginal marking·s found on th e late g-roup of plates with this exception, th ere 
was no TOP on th e vig-nette plates. Almo>:t no combinations of these plate>: 
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19639 19605 . 

One of the Four St>l"Cial Vignette Plntes 

This striJJ sho"·s no b1ue To1>. There is no "I•," before 19605 although this strip 
is from the right 11nne, this being 11or111nl for that 1•lnte. 

have been reported and it is likely that most of the sheets never left the Bureau 
and were destroyed. The frame plates 19640 to 19643 inclusive were certified 
but never went to press. In an endeavor to reduce perforating waste some 
sheets were printed with the grain of the paper horizontal instead of vertical. 
These stamps are about a half mm wider, and about the same amount shorter 
the normal stamps. 'l'his, too, was soon discontinued. 

In laying out the plates, certain oddities occurred in the marginal markings. 
On center plate 19597 the ''TOP'' was transferred on the wrong side of the 
vertical guide line so that it appears on the left pane instead of the right. 
Now being in the same position as the red ''TOP'' the printings from this plate 
show a double "TOP" on the left panes and no "TOP" on the right pane. 
Both varieties are equally desirable but most collectors passed up the right pane 
without the blue "TOP" and this is now actually scarcer than the "double 
TOP." On frame plate 19605 the "F," instead of preceding the right plate 
number, appears before the left number. On frame plate 19626 a wrong num­
eral was evidently added for the last figure as both right and left plate numbers 
usually show a disc of color around the last '' 6 '' which also seems to have been 
cut deeper than the others. This plate also showed marked effect of wear as 
there are many recuts on the right pane. 

Shades: Carmine and blue, bright carmine and deep blue 

Varieties: a Plate number blocks 
b "Double TOP" plate number block 19 597 left 
c "No TOP" plate number block 19 597 right 
d Position blocks 

1. Complete right and left arrows 
2. Right and left halves top and bottom guide lines showing 

a. Heavy marker 
I. Solid 

II. Cross hatched 
b. Discs of color 

3. Right and left halves, center line block 

The "Blue lUoon" 
11)618 Right Pan .. #IJ 

e: Plate flaw. "Blue Moon" 
19618 R # 6. Due to a slight damage to the plate in the vicinity of 
"PO" of "POSTAGE", but on the vignette plate, there appears in this 
position a light blue stain (Illustrated.) 

f: Shifted transfer 
19569 L. # 40. This shows a doubling of the left inner and outer 
frame lines as well as the shading lines in the left ribbon and acanthus 
scroll (Illustrated.) 
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g : Scratched pla te 

S h ifted T r nnsfer 
11)651) Left Pnn e #4-0 

196 30 R. The top row of this r ed plate shows several marked scratch­
es in the lower pa rt of all five stamps. 

h : Recuts 

As the r ed ink wore out the plates faster than the blue ink, it is 
natural to assume that copies may be found showing "worn plate" 
impressions of the fram e designs. In several cases those positions 
showing excess wear have been r ecut and each copy found to date 
shows only r ecutting on the left side of the sta mp. The stamps ad­
joining the left side of r ecut copies show worn impressions on the 
side n ear est the r ecut area. The norma l stamp shows the four verti­
cal lines of the inner fra me lines as stra ight a nd evenly spaced (Il­
lustrated. ) 

Nor111 a l In11•ression . 
Left I nne r Frain e L ine. 
rr b is usuall y consists of 
fou r e ' re nJ y s 1•ncetl lig;h t 
lines. 

19 589 R . # 3. This shows considerable wear in the shading lines at 
the left a s w ell as the inner fram e lines. In the r ecutting the four 
lines have been streng thened . Line 1 is thin and of full length, 2 is 
thin but incomplete, 3 and 4 are h eavy a nd do not run all the way to 
the bottom or t op of their norma l position. 

19 589 R . # 4 shows a worn impression with all four lines r ecut, the 
third line being broken a nd irregula r (Illustrated .) 

19 5 8 9 R. # 9. Th is worn impression has a ll four inner fra m e lines 
as w ell a s two hori zo nta l shading lines r ecut (Illustrated .) 
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Right Pane 
Plate 19589 ~ ~ ~ 

#3 

~ 
I 

~ ~ I 

~ .;~:9 
#4 

Left Side of Des ig;n "\Vo1·11 :nul Recut 

19589 L. # 3. Worn impression recut. 
have been heavily recut and extend down 
inner lines are more numerous a nd do 
scroll (Illustrated.) 

The four inner fram e lines 
into the acanthus leaf. The 
not r each the curve of the 

19 589 L. # 4. Worn impression r ec ut. The recut lines are heavier 
and only # 3 runs into the acanthus leaf. Several of the vertical 
shading lines below the scroll have been r ecut (Illustrated.) 

19589 L. # 5. 
regular and of 
bottom. There 
trated .) 

Worn impression recut. The four inner lines are 
full length, but are considerably thinned near the 
is one additional short line below the scroll (Illus-

Left P:rne 19589 

#4 

Left Side of Design 'Vorn :nul Recut 

19589 L. # 8. The four inner fram e lines have been recut on a 
h eavily worn impression. Only line 2 runs the full length, # 3 is in­
complete at top and bottom, # 4 is broken near the bottom. There 
are a lso additional vertical shading lines (Illustrated.) 

19589 L. # 10. Worn impression recut. Three inner frame lines 
have been heavily recut and are extremely irregular. All three thin 
out near the bottom. The shading line below the scroll has been 
recut (Illustrated.) 
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=/:S 

Left Pane Plate 19589 

Left Sille of Design \Vo1·n 
and Recut 

#10 [' 

I 
I 
I 

19626 R. # 9 shows a worn impression having all four inner frame 
lines recut. These recut lines are irregular with the fourth line not 
continuous (Illustrated.) 

19626 R. # 19. A worn impression with all four inner frame lines 
recut, lines 1 and 2 being joined (Illustrated.) 

19626 R. # 24. Another worn impression having all four inner frame 
lines r ecut. Lines 1 and 2 are straight but 3 a.nd 4 are joined at 
top (Illustrated.) 

Right Pane 
Plate 196'.!6 

#II 
#19 

I 

I 
I 

~ #'.!4 

Left Side of Desig·n \V01·n an<l Recut 

19626 R. # 29. A worn impression slightly recut. The four inner 
frame lines have been strengthened with line 3 heavy at the top 
(Illustrated.) 

19626 R. # 34. A worn impression with the inner frame lines recut. 
Lines 2 and 3 are heavy and irregular at the bottom, line 4 is heavy 
but incomplete (Illustrated.) 

19626 R. #39. Worn impression with inner and outer frame lines 
recut. Both sides of the outer frame line have been recut. The four 
inner frame lines are heavily recut, all lines are irregular with 4 
incomplete (Illustrated.) 

19626 R. # 44. Another worn impression with the four inner frame 
lines heavily recut. Lines 2 and 3 are joined near the bottom to 
form one line. Line 4 is especially heavy (Illustrated.) 
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~ 
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#2fl ra3J #:l-t # 39 

Left S ide of Des ig·n 'Yo1·11 and Recut 
Right P:.tne, Pl:ate 19H2•; 

#44 

t: I I 

I 

~ 
Anoth er recut (position unknown but be lieved to be from plate 
1 9 5 67) reveals a marked worn impression especially in the lower left 
corner. This has the first of t h e inner frame lines heavily recut 
(Illustrated. ) 

A stamp showing a plate layout line under the entire design (posi­
t ion unknown) displays little plate wear but has been heavily recut. 
The four left inner frame lines have been str engthened , the last three 
being incomplete. One of the horizontal shading lines has also been 
recut ( Illustrated. ) 

t.eft Sfde of Desig·n Wo1·n :.1111.l Recut 

~I 
·~: 

I~ I L -.. ~~.Uk: 
Plates u sed: 

Position U nkno"·n. 
De1ie,,etl to be front 
Plate 195<17 

Position U nknon·n . 
Pl:1te layout line un­
d e 1_· e utire s ta1u1> 

Frame. Printed with h eavy markers a nd again after the removal of these 
m a rkers . 

19549-50, 5 1, 52, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70 , 71, 72, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91 , 92 
19605- 06 

Only with short line of color. 

19607- 12 , 13, 14, 1 5, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 70, 71, 72, 73, 96, 97, 98, 99 

19700-01, 02, 03 
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Vignet te Pla t es. P rinted with h eavy m a r ker s a nd again a fter t h e r e m oval of t h ese 
m ark ers . 

19545-46 , 47 , 48, 73, 7 4 , 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80 

On ly with h eavy markers r emoved. 

1 9597-98 

On ly with s h ort line of color. 

19599 
19600-08, 09, 10 , 11 , 16 , 17 , 18 , 19, 66, 67, 68 , 69, 74 , 75, 76, 77, 88, 89 . 90, 

91, 92 , 93, 94 

Specia l sm a ll p lates. 

Center 100 impressions made, few copies reported. 

19636-37, 38, 39 

Plates not u sed: 

Center, 19695 
Fra m e, 19704- 05, 06 , 07, 12, 13, 14, 15, 1 6, 1 7, 1 8, 19 

S11ecia l sm a ll plates n ot u sed : 

Frame, 19640- 41 , 42, 43 

The fo llowing are the combinat10ns known to exist up to October 1, 1935: 

" w 
~ 
...J 
a. 
a: 
w 
I-
z 
w 
u 
I 

" ..J 
<{ 
a: 
w 
~ 
::> 
z 
w 
::> 
..J 
m 

RE: D NUME: RAL/'- FRAME: PLATE:/ 
O'O -N ~ .. ... ., O> O -N ~ .. :c ~ 0'0 -N ~ .. " "' " .. ~o -N "' .. ~ ..... ., .. 0 - "'"' .. ~ o - "' "' .. ... .., .. o - "'"' -::: ~ '"" .... .... .. ... ...... "'"' ., .. .... 0 0 o - -N NN NN N N N N N '"" "'" "" ... ... ...... "'°' .,, .. 00 00 .. ... .. - ~ ~ 

19545 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ••• • 
4 6 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ••• • 4 7 •• •• •• • • •• •• •• • • •• • • ••• • • •• • 48 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • •• • • • 
7J •• •• •• • • •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• • • •• •• •• • •• ••• 
74 •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• • • • •• • • •• • • • 
75 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• • •• •• •• • •• • • •• 
7 6 •• •• • • •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ••• • • •• • • ••• ••• 
77 •• •• •• •• • • •• •• •• • • • • •• 7 8 •• •• • • •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• 
79 •• el• • • •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• 
80 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • • • • •• 97 • •• •• • • •• • • •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• •• •• •• • •• • • 
98 • •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• •• •• • • •• •• • •• • 
9 9 •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• •• •••• 

I 9 6 00 •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• •• •• •• • •• 
0 8 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• • • •• • • 09 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• • • •• •• • •• 10 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • • ••• 
II ••• • •• • • •• •• • • •• •• •• •• • • •• •• • •• • • 
16 •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• •• •• • • •• •• • • • • ••• • • 
17 •• •• • •• •• •le • • •• •• • • •• •• •• • • •• ••• • • 
18 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• • •• • • 19 • • •• •• ••• • • •• ••• •• •• •• •• • •• • • 36 

37 
38 ,. • 66 ••• ••• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• 67 ••• ••• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• ••• • • 
68 • ••• • • • • • •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ••• 69 ••• ••• •• •• • • •• •• • • •• •• • • 74 •• ••• • • •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• ••• 75 •• ••• •• •• • • •• •• •• •• •• • • • • •• ••• 76 •• ••• • •• • • •• •• • • •• •• • • • • ••• 
77 •• ••• • •• • • •• •• • • • • •• •• •• •• •• 86 •• ••• • •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• •• •• •• 89 •• •• •• •• •• •• • • •• 9 0 •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• 
" •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• 92 •• •• •• • • •• •• • • •• 93 •• •• •• •• • • •• •• • • 94 •• •• •• •• •• •• ••• 
Ch eck L ist of A ll P l.a te N 11n1b er Con1bin.a t io11 s J{_n o " -n t o D a te o n t h e 

5c R .e d and Ilhu~ Ai1·11i:1il. 

Qua n t i ty issu ed: 106,8 8 7 ,6 7 7 

Proofs. Large die proofs a r e available. 
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SERIES OF 1930-31 

The cost of the five cent bi-colored air mail stamp was about four times 
that of the regular iHsue. The small daily production due to the necessity of 
close registration of the vignette impression taxed the Bureau to the limit to 
supply the ever increasing demand. 'rhese facts made it advisable for both the 
Department and the Bureau to produce a stamp printed in one color. 

In the middle of November 1929 it was officially reported that a new five 
cent air mail stamp would be issued. 'rhis new stamp was to be printed in blue, 
about the size of the special delivery stamp and has the same design as the 
current five cent air mail to which the tit le ''Sherman Beacon'' had been added. 
It was stated that the Postmaster General had approved the design and that 
the stamp would soon be issued. 

'rhe Postmaster General however changed his mind about the design and 
asked the Bureau to submit additional designs. 'l'hose submitted included both 
vertical and horizontal designs of an airplane in flight, the Sherman Hill 
Beacon Light, and the Air JUail Service insignia. 'rhe Postmaster General 
approved the latter design in the early part of January, 1930, and work was 
immediately started on the plates. 

These were printed in sheets of 200 subj ects divided by horizontal and 
vertical guide lines into panes of 50. The sheets were cut along these lines and 
so issued. The first eight plates had two plate numbers to each pane, above or 
below the third stamp of the top or bottom row and to the right or left of the 
fifth stamp from the outside corners of the sheet. A short time after these 
plates had been made, the Bureau decided, for the purpose of economy, to 
eliminate the side plate numbers and the last group of plates had only four 
numbers, one to a pane, in the top or bottom margin. 

By 1931 the stamps printed on the rotary press were considered equal to 
those printed from flat plates. The increased production coupled with de­
creased cost caused the Department to instruct the Bureau to print the current 
ordinary issues above the ten cent as well as air mails and special delivery 
stamps on th e rotary press after ,June 30, 1931, the end of the current fiscal 
year. Printing of this new air mail variety was started on August 14. 

The stamps printed on the rotary press were also made from 200 subiect 
plates. As is common with rotary sheet stamps, the plates were divided into 
four panes by hori zontal and vertical gutters five sixteenth of an inch wide. 
The sheets were cut through the center of these gutters and issued in panes of 
50 with a margin on all four sides, thus eliminating straight edged copies. The 
stamps were curved endwise on the plate with the plate numbers in the outside 
margins. However . when the panes are helct in normal position, these numbers 
appear above or below the first vertical row in the left panes and in similar 
position to thP tenth row of the right panes. The cnstom has been to recognize 
the panes b:v the nosition of the plate numbn. i.e .. if the number is in the uppn 
left corner it is th 0 upner left pane. in the upper r;ght corner it is the uppn 
right pane. etc. 

# 1311-Five Cent, Violet. Winged Globe. No Wmk. Perf. 11. 
Issued February 10, 19 30. 

After several designs had been submitted, the Postmaster General approved 
the sketch by C. A. Huston and A. R. Meissner, after a photograph of the in­
signia of the Air Mail Pilot. The vignette was engraved by F. Pauling and 
the frame and lettering by F. Lamasure. The die proof was approved on J anu­
ary 25, printing was started on January 30, the first delivery to post offices was 
made on February 3, and on February 10, the stamps were placed on sale at 
Washington, D. C. post offices and at the Philatelic Agency. 
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MAx. ~<?~.£'..~~~-INC 
. COTTON A.ND MEl\CEJUZ£D AH 1Ut.AJ>$ 

860- SO. LOS ANGELES STRE£T ' 

LOS ANGELES 

MAx POLLACK & COMPANY, I NC. 

2(),24 WEST 37th STREET 

-.$-=~~~~mm1 POST O FFICE D&:P'ARTMENT 

POST OFFICE,. W ARRl!N, OillO. • · 
O ,,ICIAL au51 N , •• 

(No. l!) 

. , . 
. ·· ~tnnSfcd· in 'Pia fie M tt 
. • "'11.rreN o.' 9-:i•~ao · 

A n A ir1nail Cra s h C o,•er anll I ts "Antbuhtuce Cffl ' e 1·" Use«l t o F or"·ard It. 

I n size and shape this stamp is identical to the current 10, 15 and 20 cent 
air mail issue, 75/ 100 by 1 84/ 100 inches and was p r inted in pur ple ink instead 
of b~ue as had been originally intended. The central design shows the insignia 
of an air mail pilot, a globe with wings extending from either side and a back­
ground simulating rays of light. Upon the globe are the words "U. S. AIR­
MAIL. '' In a horizontal panel across the top of the stamp ar e the words 
"UNITED STATES POSTAGE" in white Roman letters and at the bottom, 
in an ornate panel, is the word "CEN'rS." The white numer al "5" appears 
within circles in both lower corners. 

Thirteen plates were made and all went to press. Little variation appeared 
in the shade, any slight differences being mainly due to the quantity of ink. 
There was only one plate 20189 that showed any worthwhile plate varieties. 
On this plate the left vertical row (this appears as the right vertical row on 
the printed sheets ) was evidently entered out of line as almost every stamp on 
the row both in the upper and lower panes shows evidence of a fresh entry 
resulting in a double transfer. 

Sh a d es : Violet, bright violet 

Va rieties : a P late number b locks 
b Usual four pane position blocks 
c Dou ble transfer 

20 1 89 U. R. # 30. The doubling can be seen in the circle around t h e 
right figure "5" and in the n u meral ( Illustrated.) 

20189 U. R . # 35. T here is a s light d oubling above and below 
"POSTAGE" as well as " OSGE". T he "S" of "ST ATES" and the "S" 
of "CENTS" show added lines of color as does t h e righ t numeral "5" 
and the circle around it ( Illustrated .) 
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#30 #35 

Double Transfers Plate 2018 !J U. R. 

20189 U. R. # 40. This is similar to # 35 but is more pronounced 
especially on the lower part of the design showing quite strongly in 
"TS" of "CENTS" be low the inner frame line and on the right "5" 
(Illustrated.) 

20189 U. R. # 45. This is the strongest double on this pane and 
shows almost the entir e right side doubled. It is quite marked above 
and below and on all the letters of "POSTAGE", added lines are in 
the "S" of "ST ATES" and "S" of "CENTS" as well as over, under 
and on the numerals "5" (Illustrated.) 

#40 #45 

Double Tr;rnsfers Pint<• 2018 !J U. R. 

20189 U. R. # 50. Traces of the previous entry may be found in the 
upper right corner above and below "POSTAGE" a lso in and around 
the "5" in the lower right corner (Illustrated.) 

Do11ble 'rrausfe1· Plate 2-0lS!J U . R. #50 

20189 L. R. # 5. The doubling shows above and below "POSTAGE", 
above, below and on the "S" of "CENTS" as well as on and around 
the right "5" (Illustrated.) 

20 1 89 L. R. # 10. The fresh entry has a marked defective transfer 
of the shading lines at the right. Added lines are above and below 
"POST AGE" as well as in the "TA," and above and below the "NTS" 
of "CENTS" and on the "S" ( Illustrated.) 
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#5 #20 

Double Tran sfers Plate 20189 L . R. 

2018 9 L. R. # 15. This too shows a defective transfer as a result 
of the removal of the first entry. The signs of the earlier design may 
be seen on the "PTG" of "POSTAGE", above this word, on and below 
the tablet around "CENTS" and on and below the right "5" (Illus­
trated.) 

20189 L. R. # 20. This shows a marked upward doubling of the 
right side (Illustrated.) 

#10 #15 

Double- 'l'r:u1sfers a1ul Defective E utries Plate 20189 L. R. 

20190 L. R. # 25. The shading lines at the right are almost non 
existent. The horizontal shading lines at right are doubled as are 
the frame lines above and below "POSTAGE" (Illustrated.) 

Doul•le Tr:111sff"r OC"fecth•e E ntry 

Plates used: 
Plate 20189 J,, R. # 25. 

Eight plate numbers to each plate. 
19941-42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 

Four plate numbers to each plate. 
20187-88, 89, 90 
20323 

Plates not used: 20324-25, 26 

Quantity issued: 97,641,200 

# 1315-Five Cent, Violet. Winged Globe. Rotary Press. No Wmk. 
Perf. lOY:ixll. 

Issued August 19, 1931. 

For purposes of economy, the air mail stamps along with several other 
stamps, were to be printed by the rotary press as soon as practical after the start 
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of the fiscal year of 1932. The Department did not consider that these were 
new issues, as did the collectors, so no official first day was announced. The 
printing of this stamp was started on August 14, 1931, and on August 17th the 
first delivery was made. On August 19, the new air mail stamp was issued at 
the Philatelic Agency. 'fhis is the earliest known date of this variety. 

Because of the size of the stamp, and the necessity of curving it endwise on 
the plate, a new technique had to be developed to prevent the rotary printed 
stamp from being out of proportion. Previously it had been the custom to 
roll the stamps parallel to the narrow end of the design. 'fhus the transferring 
started at the bottom of the stamps, that were higher than wide and at one side 
or end of stamps that were wider than high. This method slightly increased 
the lt>ngth of the largest dimension. 'fhis increased length, plus that which 
results from the curving of the plate to fit the rotary press, would have entirely 
destroyed the correct proportion of this stamp. To overcome this the Bureau 
began to rock in these designs from top to bottom instead of from side to side, 
and the slight increase in height kept pace with the increased length, and 
allowt>d the rotary product to keep its proper proportions. The flat plate stamp 
measures 46% mm. long by 18% mm. high, whereas the rotary is 47% mm. 
long by 191/1 mm. high. 

Collectors should have no difficulty in distinguishing between the two types 
of printing on this stamp, for in addition to the difference in size there are also 
variations in the perforations and the color. These stamps being curved end­
wise on the press are, perforated 101/2 horizontally and 11 vertically. The 
stretching of the plate caused by the curving, slightly decreased the depth of 
the engraved lines, and the impressions from the rotary press are not as deep 
in color as the flat plate issue. 

Two plates were made and used for this stamp and only one minor variety 
has been discovered. On Plate 20606 L. R. there is a heavy line, which runs 
just inside the right frame lines from the middle of stamp No. 40 to No. 45. 
This is too heavy to be a plate layout line and may safely be called a scratch . 
It is quite marked and easily seen without a glass. 

Shades: Violet, dull violet 
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, top and bottom only 

b: Plate scratch 
20606 L. R. # 40-45. Line just inside right frame line (Illustrated.> 

Plates used: 2 0 6 0 6-0 7 

Plates not used: 20702-03 

lll:trked Pl:tte Scratch 

2-0606 
Lo"·e1· Rigl1t 

40-45 

Quantity issued, through August, 193 5: 57,340,050 
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SERIES OF 1932 

On June 8, 1932 Postmaster General Brown announced that coincident 
with an increase in the first class postage rate, there would be a similar in­
cr ease in the air mail rates, and that effective July 6th, the new air mail :riate 
was to be eight cents for the first ounce, and thirteen cents for each additional 
ounce or fraction. On June 10th Third Assistant Postmaster General F. A. 
Tilton, announced that no action had been taken to provide new air mail stamps 
fo r the r evised rates, and that until furth er notice postmasters were to continue 
to stock the current five cent air mail and make up the new rates with that 
stamp and a three cent stamped envelope or with ordinary stamps. 

A short time later th e P ostmaster General instructed the Bnreau to pre­
pare a new air mail stamp in the eight cent value. Th e die proof of the stamp 
was approved on August 17th. On August 29th, the Department announced 
that the n ew eight cent air mail stamp would be issued at Washington, D. C., 
September 26, which date President H erbert Hoover had set aside for the lay­
ing of the corner stone of the New Post Office Bnilding. Printing was started 
on August 30, and the first delivery to post offices was made on September 20. 
Th e eight cent air mail stamp went on general sale on September 27. 

These were printed on the rotary press from 200 subj ect plates divided into 
four panes by horizontal and vertical gutters. The sheets were cut through 
the center of th ese gutter s and issued in panes of 50 subj ects. Th e plate num­
ber s were again in the upper or lower outside corner s of th e panes when h eld 
in normal position. On th e upper panes. the plate numbers were over No. l of 
th e left ;ind No. 5 of th e right pane. On the lower panes they were below No. 
46 on the left pane and und er No. 50 on th e right. 

# 1316--Eight Cent, Olive Bistre. Winged Globe. Rotary Press. 
No Wmk. Perf. 10%x11. 

Issue d Se pt. 2 6 , 1932. 

This stamp is the same size, shape and design as the previous five cent air 
mail issue except for the substitution of the numerals '' 8'' in the lower corner s. 
The official description of the new color was olive green but the issued stamps 
were actually olive bistre, which contains a considerable amount of yellow. 

Unlike other r ecent air mail stamps the Department did not handle first day 
co1'er s and the official notice was issued sufficient ly early to permit collector s 
to make pr ivate arrangements for t he handling of their covers. The covers 
mailed had a special cachet applied by the Post Office Depar tment, portraying 
t i~.~ mail carrier of 1789 mounted on a hor se and the mail carrier of 1932 in an 
air plane. The wording called attention to the elate, th e one hundred and forty­
third Anniversarv of the establishment of the United States Post Office and th e 
layinf?' of the cori'-i er stone of the New P ost Office Department Building. 

In spite of the duplex air mail r at e of eight cents for the first ounce and 
thirteen cen ts for each addit ional ounce only the lower value was issued in a 
special air mail stamp. This value was current for a lit tle less th an two year s 
and no major var iations in shades were noted, nor were any worthwhile plate 
defects discovered. 

Early in 1934 the car rying of air mail by commer cial lines was interrupted 
anrl once airnin tu rned over t o Army Fliers. Effective F ebruary 19, 1934, 
P ostma ster General J ames A. F arley, by executive order , cancelled all existing 
air mail cont r acts and between this date and the latter part of June, the air 
mail was flown on temporary routes by planes of th e army air corps. Th e latter 
were not as well equipped as the commercial planes nor were the pilots as ex­
peri enced in certain phases of air mail flying which r esulted in an increase of 
acc id ents to th e detrim ent of th e air mail servi ce. The skeletoni zed routes, 
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coupled with the increase in incompleted flights caused many users of air mail 
to discontinue this means of forwarding their mail. New commercial contracts 
were subsequently made, and once again the flying of the air mail was turned 
back to private contractors. In many cases new air routes were laid out and 
more cities were· connected with distant points. These new points were in most 
cases supplied with official cachets for use on first day covers, although none had 
been provided when the army began flying the air mail. The assurance of 
prompt delivery again being certain, and the addition of many new points 
served by air mail oon caused business men to return to this form of mail 
service in increasing numbers. 

Shades: Olive bistre, deep olive bistre 

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, top and bottom only 

Plates used: 21028-29, 30, 31, 32, 33 

Quantity issued, through August, 19 35: 72,122,550 

SERIES OF 1934 

An Unusu a l .A.h·1uail First Day Rate Cover Ge Sta1n11, July 1, 1934. 

Early in June 1934 while the army air corps was still flying the air mail, 
Congress passed Act No. 308 which reduced the air mail rate to six cents pn 
ounce for the first, and each succeeding ounce. On June 13, President Roose­
velt signed the bill, and the Post Office Department immediately ordered the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing to prepare a design for a six cent air mail 
stamp. On June 18 the die proof was approved and work was started on the 
plates. 

These were again printed on the rotary press from 200 subject plates divid­
ed horizontally and vertically, by 5/ 16 inch gutters into panes of 50. The plate 
numbers were in the top or bottom outside corners of the panes, above or below 
the first row on the left panes and in similar position to the last row of the 
right panes. 

# 1318-Six Cents, Orange. Winged Globe. Rotary Press. No Wmk. 
Perf. 10Y2xll. 

Issued June 30, 1934. 

This stamp is identical in size and shape to the eight cent air mail issue 
it replaced. The only alteration was that of the denomination numeral to '' 6 '' 
and color change from olive green to orange. 

Printing was started on June 28th and the following day the first deliveries 
were made to post offices. July 1st, being a Sunday, the postmaster at Baltimore 
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placed these stamps on sale on June 30th, and a few covers were mailed on that 
day bearing the new stamp plus additional postage to pay the eight cent rate. 
In Washington a new precedent was started when these stamps were first placed 
on sale on Sunday, July 1st. There was no official "first day" and July 1 
covers therefore rank only as ''first day new rate'' items. 

This is the last of the ordinary air mails to be issued prior to October 
1, 1935. How long this rate will continue in force is open to question. Eng­
land has recently reduced its air mail rate between various parts of the British 
Isles, and there are many who have long advocated a similar policy for the 
United States. History often repeats itself. At the end of 1918, the air mail 
rate was 6 cents. After a career of many variations it was re-established at 
the same amount in 1934. During the experimental transcontinental flights 
beginning on September 7, 1920, the rate was two cents per ounce. Perhaps 
this, too, may some day return as a regular feature. 

Shades: Orange, bright orange 

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, top and bottom only 
b: Defective transfer 

The top row of plate 21234 contains numerous defective transfers of 
the bottom frame lines. # 3 U. L. shows a defective transfer of the 
bottom frame line at the right and in the right corner. # 4 U. L. the 
bottom frame line is thin, being almost non-existent below the orna­
ment to the right of "CENTS". # 1 and # 2 U. R. is almost exactly 
like # 4 U. L. while on # 3 U. R. the bottom frame line is through 
at the right. 

Plates used : 21234-35, 36, 37 

T h e Great Seal of t ile United States 
nncl a re11roducti o 11 of i ts i 11111ress io11. 

Courtesy of " STAMPS" 

SERIES OF 1934 

AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY 

Although the air mail speeded transportation of the mail between distant 
points, too much time was still being lost in local delivery. To further accel­
erate the delivery of air mail, the Post Office Department decided to issue a 
sixteen cent stamp to prepay the combined air mail and special delivery rate. 
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On June 28, 1934 the Bureau of Engraving and Printing was instructed 
.to prepare a design for a sixteen cent special delivery air mail stamp. On July 
3, the Information Service of the Post Office Department made the following 
announcement : 

Air l\fail Special De1ivery. 

Washington, July 3 .- Postmaster General James A. Farley last night approved 
and sent to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing the final model of the new 
16-cent combination Air Mail-Special Delivery postage stamp which is soon to be 
issued by the Post Office Department. 

The central design on this stamp will be the official United States Coat of Arms, 
depicting the American eagle with wings spread. Across the top of the stamp are 
the words "U. S. POSTAGE", while in the lower left and right hand corners are 
the denomination numbers "16" between which is the word "cents." At the left 
of the stamp in vertical formation are the words "Air Mail" flanked on the opposite 
border by the words "Special Delivery." This stamp will be approximately the same 
size as the current Special Delivery issue. 

The color of the new stamp, which will be announced following Bureau of En­
graving and Printing dye tests, will be of a most distinctive character, and will be 
of such a tint as to en a ble postal clerks to discern instantly that both Air Mail and 
Special Delivery handling are required. This will insure all mail bearing the new 
stamp being rushed to the first departing plane for immediate dispatch. Upon 
reaching the airport nearest the addressee, this Air Mail Special Delivery mail will 
be rushed at once to the person for whom it is intended, thereby affording patrons 
of this service a most expeditious and reliable means of communication. 

Jn spite of this official announcement the design was changed before the 
die proof was approved. On August 16, the steel blue color was adopted from 
among the die proofs submitted in nine colors. On August 21, printing was 
begun with an elaborate ceremony. The press release of the information ser­
vice of the Post Office Department contained the following report of this event: 

"Washington, :Aug. 21.-Printing of the new 16-cent combination Air-Mail 
Special Delivery postage stamp, soon to be issued by the Post Office Department, was 
begun shortly after noon today at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

"Before a representative gather ing of the Post Office Department and Bureau 
of Engraving officials, Acting Postmaster General Clinton B. Eilenberger, threw on 
the switch which started the first run of the big flatbed presses on which the new 
stamp is being printed. 

"As the first sheet of the new stamps came through the press, Acting Post­
master General Eilenberger, in presenting it to Acting 2nd Asst. Postmaster General 
Jesse Donaldson, said: 

"It is particularly a pleasure to attend this ceremony incident to the first press 
run of the new special delivery air-mail postage stamp. 

"As indicated by its name, this stamp is intended to serve a double purpose. 
A letter bearing one of these stamps will receive preferential treatment from the 
time it is collected and dispatched by airplane until delivery is effected by special 
messenger at destination. 

"This special-delivery air-ma il stamp is, therefore, unique in that it will not 
only be of interest to philatelists and a valued addition to their co ll ections, but it 
will also mark a departure from the general run of stamps because of its usefulness 
from a practical standpoint. 

"The central subject reproduces the great Sea l of the United States of America, 
which very properly denotes the majesty of the air-mail serv ice. It is of the 16-
cent denomination, its beauty is pronounced. and it is particularly gratifying to my 
Bureau to participate in the authorization of its issuance." 

In response, Mr. Donaldson said: 

"With approximately 29,000 miles of air-mail routes g1v111g service to forty­
six states and practically every large city in the United States, and with a rate of 
6 cents per ounce or fraction thereof, the air-mail service offers a means of com­
munication to the public unexcelled by any other country. 

" The air mail with the add ed facilities of this new air-mail special-delivery 
stamp will be first in arrival, first in delivery, first opened and first answered. 
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" The Second Assistant appreciates the beauty of this new stamp and is very 
grateful to Mr. Eilenberger for having worked this out and made it possible for 
the public to use this speedy service. I am sure tha t the public will greatly appre­
ciate this n ew facility which will be placed at its disposal. " 

Also gath er ed around the presses at the first press run of the n ew stamp this 
noon wer e Acting First Assistant Postmaste r Gen eral Vincent Burke; J. Austin 
La timer, Special Assistant to the Pos tmaster Generar; Deputy Third Assistant Post­
master Gen eral Roy North; Charles Graddick , Superintendent of the Air Mail Ser­
vice; Kildroy P. Aldrich, Chief Inspector ; K a rl Crowley, Post Office Department 
So licitor ; William L . Slattery, Post Office Department Comptroller; Owen K een, 
Chief Clerk of the Post Office Department ; Robert E. F ellers , Superintendent, Divi­
sion of Stamps; a nd Alvin W. H a ll , Director of the Bureau of Engr avin g and Print­
ing. 

Thi s new Air Mail-Specia l Delivery stamp, which is to be placed on first day 
sale at Chicago, Illinois on Au g ust 30, is steel blue in color and has as its central 
design th e offici a l United States Coat of Arms , depicting the American Eagle with 
wings spread on a white background, from which rays of lig ht are cast out into the 
blue surface of the remainder of th e stamp. 

Across the top of the stamp are the words, "U. S. Postage," while in the lower 
corners are the d enom ination numbers " 16 " be tween which is the word , "cents." 
At the left of the stamp in vertical formation a r e the words , "Air Mail" flanked on 
the opposite border by the words "Special Delivery." This stamp will be approxi­
ma tely the same s ize as the current Special Delivery issue. 

The color of the n ew stamp is of such a tint as to en a ble postal clerks to dis­
cern instantly that both Air Mail a nd Special Deliver y h a ndling a r e r equired. This 
:will insure all mail bearin g the n ew stamp be ing rush ed to the first d eparting plane 
for immediate dispatch . Upon r eaching the airport n ear est the addressee, this Air 
Ma il-Specia l Deliver y mail will be rushed a t once to the person for whom it is in­
t ended , thereby affording patrons of this service a most expeditious and r e lia ble 
means of communication. 

It will be noted that the press release mentioned that the first sheet off 
the press was presented to the Acting Second Assistant Postmaster General. 
These stamps were printed in sheets of 200 subj ects and those intended for 
public distribution were later gummed, perforated and cut into panes of 50 and 
so issued to post offices. The sheet mentioned above and additional ones pre­
sented to President Roosevelt and other officials were taken from the press in 
full unperforated sheets of 200 subj ects and as such were in a form not avail­
able to the general public. 

This practice had been started by Postmaster General F arley who, not be­
ing a collector, may not have r ealized that he was creating '' made to order'' 
varieties of great value. Stamp collectors, r ealizing the gross unfairness of 
this practice, r equested that it be discontinued and the irregularly issued sheets 
be r eturned and destroyed. Little attention seems to have been paid to the 
pleas of philatelists and the practice was continued. 

On January 28, 1935 however, Congressman Charles D. Millard, of W est­
chester County, New York, at the r equest of the ·w estchester County Chapter 
No. 85 of the Arnerican Philatelic Society introduced a resolution of inquiry as 
to the number of imperforate sheets so presented and furth er r equested that 
the practice be discontinued. 'rhe able handling of the r esolution by Con­
gressman Mill ard made th e matter one of national importance and the full 
story was carried by the Associated Press into every corner of th e country. 
Although the r esolution was defeated by a strict party vote, (Congressman 
Millard being a Republican ), Postmaster General Farley beli eved it advisable 
to order that the sheets in question be duplicated immediately, and placed on 
sale at the Philatelic Agency fo r the benefit of stamp collectors. H e further 
ordered that the practice be discontinued, and issued instructions that will 
undoubtedly prevent any r ecurrence in the future . 

Th e r eprints of the stamps which were already known as the ' 'presentation 
sheets'' were ungummed and unperforated. Th ey were issued in sheets of 200 
subjects and in blocks of four. Th e full sheets had horizontal and vertical 
guide lines t erminating in arrows and the complete arrow and center line 
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blocks were obtainable for the first time as the sheets for the regular issue had 
been cut along these lin es to make panes of fifty. Both types of issue had plate 
numbers above the third stamp in the top row of upper panes and in similar 
position below the bottom row on the lower panes. The plate numbers on the 
upper right pane was preceded by an '' F. '' 

F h ·st Oes i~::;n . 

P h o togT:a1•h of O ri g inul D 1·:n,·i n g ~ot Used. 

# 1400--Sixteen Cent, Steel Blue. Great Seal of the United States. 
No Wmk. Perf. 11. 

Issued August 3 0 , 1 934. 

The design for this stamp was suggested by President Roosevelt, an active 
stamp collector for many year . Victor S. McCloskey, Jr. , made the finished 
sketches which were then submitted to the Postmastel' General for approval. 

f
"a' 

J ' 
,rl. 

Second D es ig n 

Pho t og-rn1•h o l'. Orig iu n l D ra n ·ing No t Used . 

Two designs were submitted (illustrated) and one was tentatively accepted. 
This showed ''Air Mail '' at the left, and ''Special Delivery'' at the right. 
This was however modified by placing the ''Special Delivery'' at the top and 
"U. S. Postage" at the right. Th e die proof was engraved by John Eissler 
and Edward Helmuth . 

As a compliment to the American Air Mail Society the stamp was first 
placed on sale in Chicago on August 30 during their Annual Convention, and 
a special post office station was install ed. The covers mailed from the conven­
tion have the cancellation of th e ''American Air Mail Society Convention Sta­
tion, Chicago, Ill." They were placed on sale in Washington the following 
day and available in other citi es on September 1. 
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F irst D:t y C:tnceJl at io n . 
16c Air ~f:til Speci a l Delivery 

/ •----- A . A. JU. S. Convention St:tt io n. 

Courte sy Air Post Journal. 

A IH~ICAN AIR Ml\\L t---­

SOCl£TY co 11vumo11 t---­

S T ~T \ O N 

Four plates were made and all went to press. There were but two shades 
and these were mainly due to the amount of ink absorbed by the paper in the 
printing process. Several scratches were reported but no worthwhile plate 
varieties have been found. 

There were many complaints that mail containing the stamp received neith­
er air mail nor special delivery service. In 1935 it was r eported that a request 
had been made to print this stamp in two colors so that postal clerks would l:>e 
less likely to overlook the dual special service due a letter bearing this stamp. 
It had not been issued prior to October 1, 1935 and r eports from official circles 
indicate that no such bi-color stamp would be issued. F ew commercial covers 
have been seen bearing this stamp and as a single stamp pays the combined 
rate it is not likely that covers bearing .more than one of this stamp were other 
than ''made to order'' items. 

Sh ades : Steel blue, bright steel blue 

Val'ieties: a: Plate n u mber b locks 
b : Usual four pane position blocks 

P lates u sed : 21312-13, 14, 15 

# 771-Sixteen Cent, Steel Blue. Great Seal of the United States. 
No Wmk. Imperf. 

Issued March 15, 1935. 

This stamp was placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency, Washington, D. C., 
along with all the other r eprints of the ''presentation sheets'' on March 15, 
1935. These stamps were sold only at the Agency and remained on sale until 
June 15, 1935, at which time the stock r emaining was r eturned to the Bureau 
to be perforated, gummed and issued in r egular sheets. 

As this stamp was available only as an Air Mail Special Delivery, it was 
not purchased in as large quantities as the other stamps, and it is likely that it 
will in time be more desirable, especially in position blocks, than any of the 
other imperforate stamps issued on the same date. \Vhile most collectors be­
lieved that this stamp was only good for its full face value, an ounce of airmail 
plus special delivery service, there were some who thought differently. Accord­
ing to the announcement of the Postmaster General, this stamp and all others 
of the presentation sheet r eprints were issued for the benefit of collectors, and 
a few collectors insisted that these were good for any air mail purpose and were 
able to obtain a department ruling allowing them to use blocks of the 16 cent 
imperf airmail using only on e ten cents for the special delivery fee and the 
r emainder of the face value of the stamps for the air mail charge. This, there­
fore, allows cancelled blocks on or off cover to be classed as legitimately used 
stamps. 
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Shades: Steel blue , bright steel blue 

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks 
b: Imperf position blocks 

1. Center line 
2. Arrow blocks 
3. Center guide li ne blocks 

Plates u sed: 21312-13, 14, 15 
Totals 

Qu antity issu ed: 51,056 blocks of 4 . . . . . . . . 204 ,223 
5,734 full shee ts .. . .. . . . 1 ,146 ,800 

1, 3 51.024 

GRAF ZEPPELIN AIR MAIL STAMPS 

ISSUE OF 1930 

GllAF ZEPPELil'\ 

Co u rtPs)· of "ST.~:\IPS." 

In 1928 the Post Office Department ru'.etl that air mail stamps could only 
be used on air mail matter. In 1930 the r e:; triction s were still further limited 
when a new issue of air mail stamps was announced for a special type of air 
mail, via the Graf Zeppel !n on its intended European-Pan American Flight. 

Jn the fall of 1928 th e Graf Zeppelin had made its first flight across the 
Atlantic. It flev;r to Lakehurst, N. J. , and carried mail in both directions. In 
1929 the Graf Zeppelin again made new air history by flyin g around the world 
carrying mail to and from various ports anrl on th e round trip. The success 
of this trip prompted th e Zeppelin Company to p'an a trip to th e United States, 
via Spain and South Ameri ca, in l\1a y 1930, on which it was planned to carry 
mail both ways. As a gesture of good will tow11rds Germany, the Postmaster 
General decided to issue a serirs of three st11mps for use on cards and letters to 
be sent on the contemplatecl flight. 11ncl 11ccordingly, on March 29, instructed 
the Bureau of Engravin~· 11nd Pri nting to prepare designs. 

On April 3rd, Thircl Assisfant Postnrnster Genrr11l F . A. Tilton announced 
th11t these stamps would be issnerl at the Washing-ton. D . C. post office and at 
th r Philatelic Agency on April ] 9. The st11mps were 11lso placed on sale on 
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F irs t F., ligh t Ze 1•1>cli n A ir l\lnil U nited St:t tes t o Gern1nuy, 
Octo b e r 28, 19 28. R :ite $1.05. 

From th e Coll ec tion o f J. J. Kl e m a nn, Jr. 

April 21st in 99 other cities divided among each of the 48 States. The dates 
were sufficiently early to allow mail from these cities to be sent to the Post­
master at New York for despatch via steamer, to Germany. 'l'he official notice 
stated that United States stamps could be used on mail from Friedrichshafen, 
Germany to the United States via Lakehurst, N. J., and on the return trip 
from Lakehurst via Seville, Spain, or Friedrichshafen to the United States, or 
any European country. 

F irst R ouml the "\V orltl F li g·ht G raf Z e 1> pelin, A u g u s t 7, 1929, 
L ake hurst t o Lnke hurs t Yiu I•.,riedri<"J1 s h.n fe11, T o kio , und 

J~ os A n g·c les . Il.nte $3.55. 

From th e Collection of Irving B. L evi. 

The Postal Bulletin of April 25th announced that the closing date for the 
Zeppelin mail to be sent to Germany had been extended to May 7th, the flight 
having been postponed until May 18th. It also listed several additional points 
to which mail bearing American stamps could be dispatched. These consisted 
of all stops enroute to Seville, Spain, Pernambuco and Rio de Janeir o, Brazil. 
Three loads of mail were forwarded by steamers on April 30, May 2 and May 9 
and on May 19th the Graf Zeppelin left Friedrichshafen for Lakehurst, N. J., 
via South America. The giant airship r eached its destination on May 31, and 
began the return trip on June 2. 

While the Zeppelin was at Ijakehurst the Post Office presented Dr . H ugo 
Eckener, Commander of the airship, with a set of the proofs of the stamps 
issued especially for the flight. This event was reported by the New York Times 
as foll ows: 
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"Die Proofs Given E ck en er. 
Hon. Irving W. Glover presents avia tor wi th Va lua ble Album. 

Lakehurst, N. J. , Ma y 31.-An Album containing t h e only die proofs made of 
the three specia l stamps the Pos t Office Depart m ent issued for the Graf Zeppelin's 
flig ht was presented to Dr. Hugo E ck en er soon after his a rrival by W. Irving Glover, 
Second Assistant Postmaster Gen er a l in cha r ge of air m a il and r epresenting Post­
master General Brown. An inscription sign ed by the Postmaster Gen er a l , co m­
m emorative of the flight a nd commending Dr . E ck en er's contributions to avia tion, 
was printed in the front of the a lbum. 

In accepting the book Dr. E ck en er sa id h e would always treasure it and asked 
Mr. Glover to express to Postmas te r Gen eral Brown his a pprecia tion of ' the great 
support the Post Office Depa rtment has g iven on this trip a s well as on past flights .' 

Mr. Glover said later that $5 ,000 would be a conserva tive valuation for the 
book , as it is the only one of its kind. " 

The official notice of this series of Zeppelin stamps stated that after the 
flight all stamps r emaining unsold at post offices were to be returned to W ash­
ington for destruction. Under instructions from Third Assistant Postmaster 
General F . A. Tilton, the general sale of these stamps was discontinued on 
June 7th. On June 30, 1930, the sale was discontinued at the Philatelic Agency 
and th e r emainders r ecalled for destruction. Although the intent ion to follow 
this procedure had been given publicity in the philatelic press, few collectors 
or dealer s laid in a supply of these items and it was soon apparent that those 
in th e hands of philatelists were ent irely inadequat e to meet the demand. This 
lack of foresight was almost en t irely caused by the beli ef that these stamps were 
only good for use on the Zeppelin flight , and had no postal value after the air­
ship had left for Europe . 

.All three values were printed in sheets of 200 subj ects, divided by hori­
zontal and vertical guide lines into panes of 50. These stamps made especially 
for collectors, were treated in a special mann er . Th e straight edges so despised 
by the average collector were avoided. After perforating in one direction be­
tween all rows (the knife in the center being r eplaced by perforating pins) the 
shrets were torn in half, then perforated in the opposite direction and again 
torn in half into post office panes of 50 and so issued. There were eight plate 
numbers, two to each pane, above or below the third stamp of the top or bottom 
row and to th e righ t or left of the fif th row from the outside corners of th e 
sheet. Thi s too was indicative of th e fact that these s.tamps were made especially 
for collector s as the Burea u had decided just prior to this issue t o eliminate. a<; 
unnecessary, the sid e plat e numbers on flat plate stamps. 

Th e issuance of th ese stamps, especially th e high face values of the set , 
ca11"ed considerable criticism. Manv collectors felt that this unn ecessary issue 
Wil" below th e dignity of onr i:wver~ment. Th e general opinion was ve1:sed by 
th P eomm Pnt in the Ma y 1930 issue of the Biirean Specialist, whi ch read 11s 

foll ows : 

"The gen eral feeling of ou r correspondents is t h a t t h e Gra fs a r e a decided im­
position upon the Fraternity a nd one calls attention to a par agr a ph of Mr. Hoover's 
ve to of the bill for the "Ga dsden Purch ase" h alf dollar whi ch r eads as foll ows: 
'The Mon eta r y Sys tem of t h e country is cr eat ed a nd exis t s fo r cert a in well defin ed 
a nd essenti a l purposes . Sound practice d em a nds it sh ould n ot be diverted to other 
uses.' I s this not true of the P osta l Sys tem also ?" 

#1312-Sixty-five 
No Wmk. 

Cent, Green. 
Perf. 11. 

Issu ed April 19, 19 3 0. 

Graf Zeppelin, Heading East. 

The three stamps in this group had a unifo rm border with the necessary 
changes r epresent ing the numerals of value. rrh ey were the same si ze and 
shape as th e current air mails, 75/ 100 by 1 84./100 inches. At the top of th e 
stamps in a straigh t line are the words "GRAF ZEPPE LIN" with the words 
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"'EUROPE-PAN AMEI~ICAN FLIGHT," directly beneath. At the bottom 
in a dark panel appear the words "UNI'l'l!lD STA'l'ES POSTAGE" and within 
circles in both lower corners are the numerals showing the denomination. The 
Post Office Department furnished the Bureau of Engraving and Printing with 
.a photograph of the Graf Zeppelin, C. A . Huston and A. R. Meisner, the de­
.signers of the stamp, embodied the Zeppelin with the surrounding designs. 

The stamp for this value was printed in green ink, and contains, as the 
-central design, a representation of the Graf Zeppelin in flight across the Atlantic 
in an eastward direction. It was engraved by J . C. Benzing, E. 1VI. Hall and 
W. B . Wells. The die proof was approved on April 5th, printing was started 
-0n April 7th, and one week later, the first shipment left the Bureau. 

This value paid the postage on a card from the United States by steamer 
to Germany and from Friedrichshafen via Zeppelin to Seville, Pernambuco and 
Rio de Janeiro. It also paid the postage on a card via the Graf Zeppelin on 
its return flight. 

The round trip rate on a card was $1.95 and this value was frequently used 
to pay part of this rate in conjunction with the $1.30 stamp. 

Four plates were made for this value and all went to press. No worthwhile 
plate defects were discovered and the shade showed no distinct variations. 
The Bureau of Engraving and Printing i. sued 1,135,000 copies of this stamp, 
-0f which 477 were sent to the Universal Postal Union for distribution to its 
members. Th ese were specimen stamps but had no overprint to distinguish 
them from the r egular issue , and were in every way identical to those sold to 
the public. All stamps r emaining unsold after June 30, 1930 were destroyed. 
The r eport of th e Postmaster General listed the quantity of this value actually 
distributed as 93,536, less than 10% of th e original issue. There were 32,105 
cards sent via the Graf Zeppelin, of which 17,740 had th e 65 cent and $1.95 
rate. Although numerous covers were franked with ordinary stamps, it may 
be safely assumed that at least 20,000 stamps of this Yalue were used. Th e 
mint availab1e supply is, therefore, likely to be less than 75,000. Although the 
used copies are scarcer, it is unlikely 1 hat they will ever be considered more 
desirable than th e mint conif's, though thesf' on cards or covers properly can­
cellf'd are especially desirable. 

Sh ade: Green 

Varieties ·: a: Plate number blocks 
b : Usual four pane position block s, with the guid e lines perfora ted. 

P lates used: 20077- 78, 79, 80 

Total issue: 93,5 36 

VIA AIR HAii. · 

E u 1·0 1_•c P:an - A n1 er ica Ro und Tri1• vi:t Graf Zeu1•e1in, 19:-JO. 

T h is co, .,.er c:n ·1•i f"d by Graf Ze1•1•eli n fro 111 F r ie(lrieh s h :n•fen 
Yia South A 111eric:t :n ul J_, :1keh urst to Fri e d r i c h s hafen. R a te 

$3.95 . Cacl1et s h o,,·s fu ll route. 

From the Coll ect ion of L. B. Ga t ch e ll. 
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# 1313-0ne Dollar Thirty Cent, Brown. Zeppelin Between Continents. 
No Wmk. Perf. 11. 

Issued April 1 9 , 1930. 

On this stamp the airship is similarly shown sailing westward with a partial 
outline of the eastern and western continents on either side. It was printed 
in brown ink and gave a very pleasing· r esult. C. A. Huston and A. R. Meissner 
were the designers, and the engraver s were J . C. Benzing, E . M. Hall and W . B. 
W ells, all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The die proof was ap­
proved on April 7th, and two days later printing was star ted. Shipments t o 
distant post offices were begun on April 14th. 

This value paid the postage on letters dispatched by steamer to Friedrichs­
hafen and thence via the Graf Zeppelin to Seville, P ernambuco and Rio de 
Janeiro on the westward flight, and on cards along the same route t o Lake­
hurst . It also paid the entire postage on letters on the r eturn trip to points in 
Europe or to the United States via Seville or Friedri chshafen . It could also 
be used to pay part of the postage, on cards and letters making the round trip . 

The Bureau originally issued 1,005,000 of these stamps which included the 
477 copies for th e Universal Postal Union. Of this total more than 92% r e­
mained unsold. After June 30th the r emainders were destroyed, leaving a 
total of 72,428 bought by collectors. There were 17 ,279 cover s mailed whi ch 
had a $1.30 rate or a rate th at much in excess of $2.60, the highest stamp in 
the set. In addition th ere were 14,465 cards from Friedrichshafen to Lake­
hurst carrying th e $1.30 r ate, and 1756 cards bearing a rate of $1.95 for t he 
round trip. These totals ar e slightly in excess of 33,000, and although some 
cover. had ordinary stamps, and combinations not necessarily those that might 
be expected by the r ate, it can safely be assumed that about 30,000 copies were 
used. This would leave th e total of available mint stamps at about 42,000. 
This stamp should th erefore be scarcer in mint condition, than eith er of the 
other two values. 

Four plates wer e made and used. There was little variation in th e shadP, 
and no worthwhile plate defects were discovered. 

Sh a de : Brown 

Varieties: a : P late number blocks 
b : Usual four pa n e position blocks with the guide lines perforated 

Pla t es u sed : 20085-8 6, 87 , 88 

'.fotal issu e : 7 2, 4 2 8 

# 1314--Two Dollars Sixty Cents, Blue. Graf Zeppelin and Globe. 
No Wmk. Perf. 11. 

Issued April 19, 1 930. 

In the same frame as the two lower values, this stamp depicts the Graf 
Zeppelin emerging from the clouds, passing a globe r epresenting the earth, and 
traveling on to the west. C. A. Huston and A. R. Meissner also designed this 
stamp, which was printed in blue. J. C. Benzing, E. M. Hall and W. B. W ells 
executed the engraving. Along with the $1.30 stamp the die proof was ap­
proved on April 7th, but the printing was not started until April 10th, one day 
later than the lower value. In spite of its late start, copies were ready in time 
for the first delivery of all three values on April 14. 

Possibly due to a smaller waste in perforating, a larger quantity was issued 
of this stamp than that of the next lower value, the total issued being 1,070,000. 
Four t imes as expensive as the lowest value and twice as expensive as the in-
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termediate denomination, a smaller amount of this stamp was bought before 
the remainder was destroyed. The available total was 61,296. This rate paid 
the entire postage on letters going the fu ll route, by boat, from New York to 
Germany, and by Graf Zeppelin from Friedrichshafen via Seville, Pernam­
buco and Rio cle Janeiro to Lakehurst. It also paid part of the $3.90 rate on 
letters making 1he rouncl trip. There were 5,465 letters sent along the full 
route to Lakehurst and 475 additional covers, made the round trip, a total of 
5,970 covers rcciniring at least a $2.60 rate. Some of these rates may have been 

~ ~..,,, 

-". '>m:-· L. B. Gatchol !,_1 --A~~~~~~~:::;;~~-i:::::::I 
~ . • Box # 800, 
~- Si r> to~"' t'>n, II. ·Y. 

r--~ .• 

-
F. u ro1>e P:u1-A 1ne1· i cn TrjJ_• ' 'i:t Grnf Ze 1•uelin . 1nao. 

Co, •er ca-r l.·ied fro1u I~n kt" htn·st 'fo Fr ie th·ieh s ha fen . Rn t t! $ 1.:lO . 
C a c h e t s l1 o n ·s onl y the i·out·e of t h e east ho n111l Hig·h t . 

F r o m th e Coll ec ti o n o l L. B. G a t c h r- 11. 

made up by pairs or blocks of th e lower values and some covers were franked 
with ordinary stamps but it can safely be assumed that about 5000 copies of 
this stamp were nsed. This leaYes a total of about 56,000 mint copies available 
for collectors. 

Five plates " ·ere macle but only four were used as the first plate was found 
defective and not finish rd. :'\'o plate Yari eti es "·er e found and the shade showerl 
no marked variation. 
Sh ade: Blue 

Varieties: a: P late number blocks 
b: Usual four pane position blocks with guide lines perforated 

P lates u sed: 20090- 91, 92 , 95 

Plate n o u sed: 20089 

Total issu e: 61,296 

Proofs: Aside from the se t of Proofs presented to Commander Hugo Eckener, none 
seem to have reached philatel ic hands though it is believed that others exist. 
The material in this present series of arti cles is all included in Volume Ill 
of Th e United States Postage Stamps of th e 20th Century, by Max G. J ohl. 
:\Tow availabl e at $3.50 per copy. 

H. L. LIN DQUIST 

100 Sixth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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SERIES OF 1933 

In 1933 the city of Chicago was the scene of a world's fair known as a 
"Cenfory of Progress,'' at which exhibits from all over the world were shown. 
Numerous nations were represented, and Germany decided to send its Aerial 
Ambassador of Good-Will, the Graf Zeppelin, on a "Century of Progress 
Flight.'' to Chicago via South America. 

On August 20, the information service of the Post Office Department issued 
tlw following press release : 

New U. S. Stamp for Graf Zep1Jelin Visit. 

Washington, August 20.-Postmaster General James A. Farley announced last 
night that the German airship Graf Zeppelin will make a special flight from Fried­
richshafen, Germany to the Century of Progress Exposition at Chicago the latter 
part of October. The big German airship, which circled the globe in 19 29, will 
leave its Friedrichshafen hangar on or about October 14, and will proceed to Chicago 
via South America with Dr. Hugo Eckener, famed German Zeppelin designer, in 
command. 

Eckener proposes to fly from Friedrichshafen to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. thence 
to Pernambuco, also in Brazil. From the latter city the commander of the Graf 
will point the nose of his giant craft northward, with Miami, Florida, as the next 
scheduled stop. 

The Graf Zeppelin will take on au additional supply of gas at the Miami moor­
ing mast before continuing on to Akron, Ohio, where she will dock in the hangar 
of the Goodyear-Zeppelin Corporation for refueling and re-gassing before proceeding 
to Chicago. On the return journey to Germany the Graf will fly directly to Fried­
richshafen. 

Arrangements have been completed with the Post Office department for the 
Graf Zeppelin to carry United States mail from Miami and Akron for delivery with­
in the United States and from Miami, Akron and Chicago for dispatch to Europe 
on the return trip. A special 50-cent commemorative stamp will be issued by the 
Post Office Department for use on United States mail to be carried on this flight. 

The rate to be charged will be 5 O cents per letter not exceeding one-half ounce 
in weight, regardless of its destination. A special cachet will be used at Miami, 
Akron and Chicago on the letters dispatched from those offices. 

The forthcoming visit to this country of the big German airship will mark the 
fourth time that the Graf Zeppelin has flown over the United States. Previous 
visits were made in 1928, a flight from Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst, New Jersey, 
and return. In 1929 the Graf Zeppelin crossed the continent on its world flight, 
making a stop at Lakehurst before continuing on to its home port. In 1930 the 
Graf Zeppelin made a Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst journey by way of Seville, 
Spain, Rio de Janeiro and Pernambuco. 

Although special cachets were issued for mails sent on all of these flights, 
special postage stamps were issued only in connection with the European-Pan Ameri­
can flight in 1930. 

On August 30th, the Department ordered the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing to prepare designs for a fifty cent stamp for use on the forthcoming 
Graf Zeppelin trip. On September 21, Third Assistant Postmaster General 
Clinton B. Eilenberger announced that the ne'v stamp would be issued at New 
York on October 2nd, described the new stamp, but did not mention the color 
as this had not yet been decided. It is interesting to note that tlie official notice 
stated that, "The special Zeppelin stamp is being issued solely for use on mail 
matter carried on the flight of the Graf Zeppelin. 

On September 25th the die proof was approved after having been submitted 
in brown, blue, green and violet. 'l'wo days later, printing was started, using 
green ink, the color ultimately selected. On September 30th the first delivery 
was made to the Postmaster at New York City. 

There was much agitation against this stamp by the people throughout the 
country. The issuance of the stamp was interpreted, by some, as a political 
movt>. After the Department had announced that the stamp would be issued, 
the order was rescinded, but was ultimately reversed in favor of issuance. 



C 0 L L E C T 0 R S C L U B P H I L A 7' f i f , I f:! 7' 35-. 
This stamp was printed in sheets of 200 subj ects divided into panes of 5()' 
by horizontal and vertical guide lines. The full sheets were handled in the 
same manner as the previous issue of Zeppelin stamps and the panes of fifty 
had perforated guide line edges. There were, however, only top and bottom 
plate numbers, one to a pane, being either above or below the third stamp in 
the top or bottom row. 

These stamps were printed during the era of the "presentation sheets" and 
it was rumored th at they had also been issued in fu ll sheets unperforated and 
ungummed . This rumor persisted and at the r equest of H. M. Southgate, Presi­
dent of the Bitreait I ssnes Association, Third Assistant Postmaster General 
Clinton B . Eilenberger in a letter dated April 22, 1935, stated: 

"According to the records of the Depa rtm ent and The Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing no 50-cent Graf Ze ppe lin stamps were issued imperfora t e." 

This can well be accepted as conclusive that these st amps ungummed and 
unperforated do not exist. 

D es ig:n e d by A. R . J\l e issn e r 

Photog·1·:11,h of Orig; inal Dr:tn·in g; Not UsC"cl 

# 1317-Fifty Cent, Green. Zeppelin in Flight. No Wmk. Perf. 11. 
Issued October 2, 19 33 . 

The official notice stated that the stamp would first be placed on sale in 
New York and at Miami, Florida; Akron, Ohio; and Chicago, Illinois, as soon 
thereafter as circumstances permitted. 'I'he Bureau efficiency made it possible 
to make deliveries to other points in time to allow Chicago and Akron to place 
these stamps on sale on October 2nd, as shown by first day covers. On October 
5, the stamps were placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency. 

Des ig ·n e d by V ietor S. ~feCloskey, J r . 

P h otogT:tt•lt of Orig·inal Dra " ·iug Not Used 

Designs were prepared by A. R. Meissner and Victor S. McCloskey, Jr., 
emph asizing the three stops that the Zeppelin would make in the United States. 
The Meissner design (illustrated ) included the symbol of the Century of Prog­
r ess, while the first McCloskey sketch (illustrated) showed prominent features 
of the three American ports of call, palms for Miami, factories for Akron and 
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the F ederal Building at th e exposition for Chi cago. Both of these were rej ected 
and Victor S. lYicCloskey, Jr., made two additional designs, both similar to the 
final design. The first included th e starting point and the destination of the 
flight, as well as the words "Air 1\Iail " (illustrated) . Th e other is almost like 
the accepted design except for the changes in the Friedrichshafen hangar, the 
F ederal Building and the addition of ''A'' before ''Century of Progress 
Flight" (illustrated). 'l'h e accepted design was also prepared by Victor S. 
McCloskey, Jr. Th e engraving was executed by J . C. Benzing, E . 1\1. Hall and 
W . B. W ells. 

CENT~RV .P.F _PROOJ'.! ... ES8 F"LIQHT 

IT:\"l'rti)) S1'..\.TJ~S POS'l~G .E 
CENTURY f=>f F>ROG R ES& F"L.JGHT 

DeYelo1>111 e nt of the F inal D es ign 

By Yietor S. iUcClo~kt•y. JI". 

Pho tog;ra1•hs ot' 01·i;.;; in:tl Dr:l\\· in;:;s Not Used 

'fhe stamp is the same size and shape as the current air mails, 75/ 100 by 
1 84/ 100 inches. Th e central design is a r epresentation of the Graf Zeppelin 
flying over the Atlantic Ocean. To the right appears the hangar at Friedrichs­
hafen. and to the left is shown the F ederal Bnilding at the Century of Progress 
E xposition. Across the top of the stamp appear th e words" UNITED STATES 
POSTAGE " in solid Roman letters, and immediately below this are the words 
"A CENTURY OF PROGRESS FLI8H'r" in small bold type. Below the 
central design in a large oval " ·ith dark background, is the denomination desig­
nation 50c in white letteri ng. Th e entire design is enclosed in a border formed 
by two narrow white lines. 

This value p1:1id the postage on a postal card, or a letter, weighing 1/2 ounce 
or less on Zeppelin mail via SeYiP e, Spain, or Friedrichsbafen to other parts 
of th e world. It also paid the rate from the United States ( Jew York) to 
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C£NTIJ~Y OF f'ROGIUIS-1 
EXIF*OSITtOH , 

OtSl'ATCHa> fR(!l.I cnr , 

MR. ctll!!Gll R. lo;. l:#'lKG, 

52 VA!~ AVE'HD, 

NE\1 YO!lK, ll . Y. 

VIA GMY ZBW.!ilrf 1'!10lf cmc;.so TO 
• .l.l'JQI, OlttO • 

G1·:af Zeu1•eli11 Ce11tu1·y of P1·og1·ess Fli~.;;ht, 1933. 

Co,·er ca1·1·ietl f1·01n Cbic.a g;o t ·o Akron. R :1 te 50 cents. 

From th e Coll ec tion of G e orge R. M. Ewing. 

I 

Friedrichshafen by steamer, then via Graf Zeppelin to Rio de Janeiro or Per­
nambuco, Brazil, and, if addressed to the United States, returned by steamer. 
A pair of these, or an equivalent amount in ordinary postage, paid all the charg­
es on the boat trip and airship to Miami. Mail, carried along the full route to 
Akron or Chicago, needed an additional stamp, while the round trip and return 
by steamer needed a block of four of these stamps or its equivalent. These 
rates were considerably cheaper than those on the 1930 flight to Lakehurst and 
many more covers were mailed. 

The various post offices supplied with these stamps returned their r emain­
ders after the airship had left for the return trip, but unlike the previous issue 
they were not immediately destroyed. The Philatelic Agency kept them on 
sale until early in 1935. 

Four plates were made and all went to press although the first lots to reach 
New York were only printed from the first pair of plates. There was little 
variation in the shade, and no important plate Yarieties \Tere discovered. 

Shade : Green 

Plates used: 21171-7 2, 77, 78 

Quantity issued: 324 ,000 
Death of H. L. Calman 
Henry L. Calman, who was at one time very active in the affairs of the 

Collectm·s Club, passed away in September 1935. He was born in 1863 and was, 
therefore, in his 72nd year. 

In 1876 he started, with his brother Gus, in the stamp business and the two 
brothers bought the business of .T. W. Scott and also that of Henry Collin and 
formed the firm of The Scott Stamp and Coin Co., Iitd. 

In 1902 Calman lost his father, who was the owner of a large wholesale 
paint and varnish business, so he decided to sell out of the stamp business in 
order to take charge, with his brother Albert, of his father's business. 

Outside bis two businesses, Henry's chief pleasure was in the Jewish Har­
monic Club. 
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Plating the 
Bolivar 

Columbian Republic 
Issue of 1904 

By GEORGES C REED. 

Plating of the 112 Centavo 
1. T o p fra m e line thin ove r R a nd E. Bottom fr ame line th in a nd r agged . 
2. T op fr a m e line brok e n over E. Dot unde r R n ear oval. 
3 . L eft fram e line broken oppos ite top o f D. 
4. Uppe r le ft co rn er brok en . 
5. Two inne r fra m e lines broke n und er second 0 of Correos (a). Second 0 of 

Colombia crossed by diagona l white line (b ) . 
6. L eft fra m e line thin a nd broke n ove r BOS. 
7. L eft fra m e lin e broken be tween 0 a nd S. 0 connec ted to inne r circle line by 

white line. 
8. Nick in circle line to right of ~ (a) . Dot unde r C of CENTAVO ( b ). 
9. Oute r circle line broken a bove 1 ( a) . Rig ht fra m e line b ro k en opposite top ot 

A of COLOMBIA ( b ). 
10 . Sm a ll whi te spur on P (a). Outer circle line broken under 0 a nd L (bJ . 
11. White lin e above BOLIVAR broken twice over R. 
1 2. B ottom fram e line thin a nd broken unde r OLO. 
1 3. Bo ttom fr a m e line brok en und er L (a). Ri ght fra m e line b rok en ( b ). 
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14. First 0 of CORREOS broken . 
1 5. Small break in bottom fram e line under A. 
16 . White dot befor e R of REPUBLICA (a). Nick in da rk space before D (b). 
17. A of REPUBLICA connected to white line above. 
18. White line in base and white dot in top of 1. 
19. Dot in I of REPUBLICA (a). Dot befor e C of COLOMBIA ( b) . 
20. B and L join and connect with white line under REPUBLICA. 
21. Small dot after A of REPUBLICA (a). White line broken to le ft of D. 
22. Tete-Ho§che. Ther e is a small white dot where the dark space around DE 

joins the frame lines. The best way to identify # 22 is by the absence of iden­
tification marks found on other stamps. 

23. Small dot before R of REPUBLICA (a). Outer circle line broken under L 
of BOLIVAR (b). 

24. The white line at the ri ght is broken three places between B of BOLIVAR and 
A of REPUBLICA. 

25. First 0 of CORREOS broken at top (a). Sm a ll white dots a bove D of DE (b) . 
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Plating of the 1 Centavo 

l. Uppe r fram e lin e thin or broken n ear right corne r ( a ). White line connec ~s 
0 of COLOMBIA with lowe r fram e line ( b). 

2. Figure 1 in le ft co rn e r connec t ed to C of COLOMBIA by white line . This 1 
also co nnects with white oval surrounding it. 

3 . E and 0 of CORREOS connec ted (a) . First E of REPUBLICADE broken (b ). 
4. Break in outer line of d esign in uppe r le ft corne r (a ). Line of bac k ground o f 

la rge 1 broke n , two othe i· lines connected (b). · 
5. Two white dots befor e R of REPUBLICADE, the P a nd U are connect ed , white 

spot unde r the L (a, b & c ) . 
6. White spot connected to bottom of REPUBLICADE (a ). Ri ght fra m e li ne 

broke n at top (b) . 
7. Blue projec tions at both ends of left fram e line (a). Small proj ection on inner 

s id e of r ight fra m e line a t bottom (b ). 
8 . Break in le ft fra m e line n ear top , desi g n in this corne r broken ( a ) . Whi te 

spot on left side of large 1 ( b ) . 
9. Small break in solid blue in front of C of COLOMBIA (a) . Two pearls under 

large I joined together (b) . 
10 . The U of REPUBLICADE join ed to white line b en eath . 
11. White spur on front of R of REPUBLICA DE (a). Broke n Tin Centa vo (b ). 

White dot afte r A of COLOMBIA ( c ) . 
12. Line in background of large I broken (a). Break in top of right fra m e line (bJ . 
1 3 . L eft side of C of COLOMBIA connected to white line a bove it. 
14 . Blue oval broke n a bove S of CORREOS (a ) . Projec tion on the right. frame 

line above V of BOLIVAR. 
15. White dot over U of REPUBLICADE ( a ) . Right fra m e line brokn (b ) . 
16. Dot be tween C a i1d A of REPUBLICADE (a ). Two break s in right fra m e line 

over I and V of BOLIVAR (b). 
17. The so lid square e nclosin g the I in right corne r is broke n . 
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18. The A of CENTAVO is broken . 
19 . Do t befor e T of CSNTAVO (a). Break in white line over square in lower 

rig ht corner (b). 
20. White dot on 0 of CENTAVO. 
21. Break in oval above S of CORREOS, break b efore R of REPUBLICADE. 
22. So lid blue aro und REPUBLICADE conn ec t ed with square in the right corner. 

This square a lso connected to top frame line. 
23. Upper fra m e line connected to so lid blue a round REPUBLICADE above P {a) . 

Blue oval broken befor e C of CENTAVO . 
24. White line from C. white dot at base of B of COLOMBIA. 
25. n a nd L of REPUBLICADE connected to white line a bove {a). N of CENTAVO 

broken (b). White line from base of L of COLOMBIA (c). 
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Plating of the 2 Centavos 
1. Small solid projection on S of CORREOS (a). Dot in B of BOLIVAR (b). 
2. Line through LIV of BOLIVAR (a). Cut in top of R of CORREOS (b). White 

line runs from U of REPUBLICA through Band into C of CENTAVOS (c). 
3. White dot in solid space before DE (a) . Notch in right frame line (b). 
4. White dot above V of BOLIVAR (a). Break where lower inner frame line 

joins left frame line (b). Right frame line thin at bottom (c). 
5. White dot befor e 2 (a). Spur on D (b). Spur on L of REPUBLICA (c). 
6. White dot after S of CENTAVOS (a). Notch above R of CORREOS (c). 
7 . Break in left frme lffle. 
8. Line connecting circle arom1d 2 with band containing CORREOS (b). 0 and 

L of BOLIVAR broken (a). 
9. White spur breaks solid color surrounding d esign above OF of BOLIVAR (a). 

White triangle co nnected to design in uppe r left hand corner (b). 
10. Line broken in tail of 2 forming white dot (a). Series of dots in solid space 

enclosing design above COL of COLUMBIA (b). 
11. White notch in solid color above second 0 in CORREOS (a). Dot above bar 

of L of COLOMBIA ( c). Notch in bottom frame line under E ( b). Hair line 
extends from bottom of this E ( b). 

12. Small break n ear top of left frame line (a). White notch in solid color above 
right end of design in upper le ft corner (b). Colored dot above + between 
E + B. Dot touches line ( c). 

13. Notch in top fram e line (a). Blue dot on inner side of second 0 of CORREOS 
( b). White spur on d esign after A of COLOMBIA. 

14. Line connects circle around 2 with right frame line. 
15. Cross bar of E of CORREOS cut by white line, second 0 broken (a). White 

dot after M of COLOMBIA (b). 
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16. Line missing in background of lower right corner (a). Two white dots above 
C of CENTAVOS (b). Dot in S of CORREOS (c). 

1 7. Lower inner frame line broken at left. Hair line from lower left corner. 
18. Notch in top frame line (a). Dot after A of COLOMBIA (b). Dot in T of 

CENTAVOS (c). 
19 . Dot between Mand B of COLOMBIA (a). A of CENTAVOS damaged (b). 
20. Right frame line broken (a). Two dots above + between E and B (b). 
21. Inner lower frame broken above V. This V broken at left (a). The D of DE 

at bottom of the stamp shows clear double .transfer in space before D (b). Top 
frame line practically double. 

2 2. Blue spur in white line at top above point of design. There is also a white 
dot above this point (a). Three dots around 2 (b) . 

23. First R of CORREOS damaged (a). White dot in B of BOLIVER (b). 
24. Left frame line broken at bottom (a). Right frame line broken at bottom (b). 

White line at top broken above point of design ( c). 
25. Lower inner frame line browen at left (a). Lower right corner broken (b). 

White dot in upper left corner (c) . 
2. .3 4 s 
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Plating the Registration Stamp 
1. Break in top of R of BOLIVAR, two dots before this R (a ) . P eriod a fter S of 

CENTAVOS (b). . 
2. Bottom of V of BOLIVAR broke n. 
3. Seventh v ertical line from left in bac k ground nick ed. 
4. White line broken over N of CENTAVO. 
5. White line broken twice under EN of CENTAVO. 
6. Bottom fram e line broken under C a nd end of white line to le ft of CINCO. 
7. White V in b lack space a bove R of BOLIVAR (a) . Third v e rtical line of back­

ground, from left ,broken (b) . 
8. Two vertical lines above N of CENT A VO broke n. 
9. Black line broke n , be tween second and third vertical line from left of back­

ground , at top. 
10 . Left fram e line broken at bottom ( a) . Bottom fra m e line broken between 0 

of CINCO and C of CENT A VOS ( b ). 
11. Top fram e line broke n ove r R of BOLIVAR (a). First 0 of COLOMBIA h as 

white dot at bottom making 0 r esemble a Q (b ). 
12. 0 of BOLIVAR broke n ( a ) . White v above B of COLOMBIA (b ). 
13 . White line broken under M of COLOMBIA. 
14. Top of the large N broken at left. 
15. Black line at top of large R. White line at right of la rge R is broken. Dot in 

ba se of L of COLOMBIA. 
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16 . Fourth line of back g round from left is b ent, fifth line broken. 
1 7. I and A of COLOMBIA join , A broken , top fra m e line broken . 
1 8. Whi te dot b efor e la r ge R , dot in back g round b e low left end of horizontal line 

(a). Lower fra m e line broken a t rig ht (b ). 
1 9. B a nd 0 of BOLIVAR joine d a nd connect e d with la r ge R . 
2 0. Break simila r to # 4. Line from C of COLOMBIA (a). Dot a bove rig ht end 

of horizonta l line in back ground (b). 
21. R of BOLIVAR joins white space above (a) . S of CENTAVOS broken and 

joined to 0 ( b ). 
22. Top fr a m e line thin where it joins l e ft fra m e line. 
23. Dot on v ertical line b e tween T a nd A of CENTA VO b e low the horizontal line. 
24 . White line broken a bove S of CENTAVOS (b ) . Break wher e fifth line from 

lef t in back ground m eet s top line (a ) . 
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Plating the Acknowledgment of Receipt 

1. Top fra m e line joins solid color a round scro ll in uppe r right corner. 
2. Sol id color and lower fra m e line broke n befor e a nd af te r C of CENT A VOS. 
3. Outer circle line brok en a bove E of CENTAVOS. 
4. Inner frame line brok en in upper left corner (a). C an d 0 of CORREOS joined. 

( b). Line crosses V, a nothe r after S of CENTAVOS (c). 
5. Upper le ft corner broken (a). Dot outside lowe r right corner ( b ). 
6. E of CORREOS broke n a nd joined to white line a bove. 
7. Inner fr a m e line broken a bove C of COLOMBIA, break after A (a, b ). 
8 . Solid color broken to r ight of 2. Break unde r 0 of CORREOS ( b ). 
9. Second R of CORRE OS broken (a). E a nd N o f CENTAVOS joined (b). 

10 . White circle line broke n a bove A of BOLIVAR (a). White line above CENTA­
VOS broken to le ft of the C (b). 

11. Top fra m e line broken at rig h t (a). P eriod after S of CENTAVOS (b) . 
12. I of REPUBLICA broken a t bottom (a). Outer c ircle line broken above E of 

CENTAVOS (b). 
t 13 . Top fram e line broken at right (a). Break below lowest white s qua r e in back­

ground on lef t edge ( b ). 
14 . Two white proj ections on large R (a) . Dot in oblong of desig n a t top (b). 
15 . P eriod a fter A of REPUBLI CA, spur on white line over C of COLOMBIA (a). 

C of CENTAVOS broke n at bottom (b). 
16. A of REPUBLICA joined to line ben eath (a) . Outer circle line broken be­

tween VA of BOLIVAR (b). 
1 7. White hook on back of B of BOLIVAR. 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHIL A TELI S T 47 
1 8. Crooked white line connec ts D of DE with top inne r fram e line (a ). P of 
REPUBLICA connec t ed with inner left fram e line ( b ). 

19 . RE of REPUBLICA joined (a ). White spur on ba se of D of DE (b) . White 
dot be for e C of CENTAVOS (c ). 

20 . C of CORREOS broke n a nd connec ted to the 0. 
21. Top fr a m e line broken (a. ). First 0 of COLOMBIA broken in cente r (b). 
22. S of CORREOS broken . Inner fra m e line crossed befor e C of CENTAVOS (b). 
23 . L of COLOMBIA joins BO of BOLIVAR. Top fra m e line broken. 
24. 0 of CENTAVOS joined to white line a bove, a lso to th e followin g S. Lower 

fra m e line brok en a t r ig ht corne r. 
25. A of COLOMBIA joins w hite space a t rig ht (a). P eriod a fter R of BOLIVAR 

near white di a mond (b ). 

" 

~ .i. ,,.; 
h I 

2u 

::u ;z.,J 24 



48 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
The First Postmaster General 
of the United States 

By HARRY M. KONWISER. 

A MERICANS generally and stamp collectors especially r egard Benjamin 
Franklin as the leading· figure in the development of the American 
post office system of th e Colonial period, and that viewpoint is quite 

correct, based, as it is, on Franklin's postmastership at Philadelphia, his wider 
activities as surveyor for Colonial postal affairs, and his later employment as 
a Deputy Postmaster-General for the Crown. 

Franklin was at Philadelphia in 1753, and was then made a Deputy Post­
mastrr General, with William Hunter, and remained in that capacity until 1761, 
when Hunter died and was succeeded by Thomas Foxcroft. Franklin was in 
England from 1757 to 1762 as lobbyist for the Colonies, and upon his return to 
America made a tour of inspection of the post office, in 1763, returning to Eng­
land the following year. 

Benjamin Franklin was dismissed from the Colonial post office service on 
January 3, 177 4, and it was not long th ereafter when fini s was written to the 
British Post Office in .America. Franklin again came into postal prominence 
with the May 29, 1775 resolution of the Continental Congress, reading: 

"Resolved, That 1\fr. (Benjamin ) Franklin, Mr. ('fhomas) Lynch, Mr. 
(Richard Henry ) I_J ee, Mr. (Thomas) Willing, Mr. S(amuel ) Adams, and Mr. 
(Phillip ) Livingston, be appointed a eommitter to consider the best means of 
establishing posts for conveying letters and intelligence through the continent." 

This resolution, as quoted, appears in The Joiirna ls of the Continental 
Congl'ess (Washington, 1893) and would therefore seem to set the correct date 
of tlw origin of the post office for the Thirteen Co' onies. 

Following this we have th e minutes of the Continental Congress of July 26, 
1775, and by these minutes, as also the r eport (to Congr ess of July 25, 1775 ), 
definite arrangements were made for postal activiti es and Benjamin Franklin 
was made Postmaster-General. 

Franklin was succeeded, in the post office, by his son-in-law, Richard Bache, 
and in 1782 Ebenezer Hazard assumed charge of the post office, remaining in 
office until President \Vashington appointed Samuel Osgood as Postmaster 
General of the United States. 

Hazard had become the Postmaster for th e District of New York, by ap­
pointment of October 5, 1775; and from 1777 up to 1782 had been the Surveyor­
General of the Post Offices of the United States; and on January 28, 1782, was 
made the Postmaster General, serving until September 27, 1789. 

When Washington was inaugurated (April 30, 1789) he found a fairly 
well-equipped post office at New York, and he permitted Hazard to continue in 
charge of the F ederal Post Office for five months. 'fhis establishes Ebenezer 
(Ebenezier) Hazard as the first Acting Postmaster-General in the \Vashington 
Cabinet. 

Hazard was succeeded by Samuel Osgood. Osgood, according to the Year 
Book~ of the Soc1:eti1 of the Sons of the R evol1ttion in the State of New York, 
was a private at J1e~in.gton; Brigacie-Major, Massachusetts Militia, 1775; Mem­
ber Massachusetts Provincial Congress, 1775-76; Aide de Camp to Major-General 
Artemas Ward, 1775-76; Representative Massachusetts General Court, 1776, 
1779-84; Member Massachusetts Senate, 1780 ; Member Continental Congress, 
1780-84. 

(Continu ed on page 68.) 
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THE 1936 INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

One of the most important decisions that the Committee in charge of the 
International Philatelic E xhibition was called upon to make was that of select­
ing a suitable design for th e medals. These medals, it must be r emembered, 
are a permanent r ecord of the Exhibition and a constant reminder of it for 
scor es of years after it has been held. 

The Committee was therefor e exceedingly fortunate in securing the services 
of Mahonri Macintosh Young, grandson of Brigham Young·, and a man who 
spent much of his early life in the W est. There he became imbued with the 
traditions of our W estern country and particularly with the stirring stories of 
the early pioneering days. 

It was therefore quite fitting that when he was called upon to suggest an 
idea for the medals that he should immediately think of the Pony Express as 
emblematical of America and its postal history, and this is the motif around 
which his creation has been built. Th e r esult as shown in the early models is 
indeed striking and it will be further enhanced by being produced in a manner 
that ha s never before been applied to medals of this kind . 

Vv e hope to ha Ye an illu. tration of the design to present to our r eaders in 
thr. next issue. In the meantime, we quote the following item regarding J\,Ir. 
Young verbatim from the Encyrlopeclia Britannica: 

" American sculptor, pa in te r and etch er, was born at Salt Lake City, Utah, on 
August 9th , 1 877. H e studied with J. T . Harwood, of Salt La k e City, at the Art 
Students Leagu e, ' ew York City, and at the Julien a nd other academies in Paris. 
After his r e turn to the United States h e b ecam e instructor in draw ing at the Art 
Students L eagu e a nd later instruc tor in sculptor at the American School of Sculptor. 

His w orks are ch a racterized by simplicity, dignity a nd breadth of con ception, 
united with exq uisite workmanship. H e is known chiefly through sta tue ttes, figures 
of labourers and cowboys, which exhibit close observation of nature and virile form. 
Among his best known works a r e, " Man with Pick" in the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art; Hopi a nd Apache groups in the Museum of Natural History; "A Labourer" and 
" The Rigger " in the publi c library, Ne wa rk , New J ersey; the "Sea Gull" monument 
in Salt L a k e City; " Rolling His Own" a nd "Monument to the Dead " (with Ber­
tram Goodhue) in P a ris ." 

'fhe stage is practically all set for the big event and in our next issue, 
which will be the last before the formal opening of the show, we will hope to 
have the story in very complete detail. 

THE FIRST AMERICAN PHILATELIC CONGRESS 

For a number of years the annual Philatelic Congress of Great Britain has 
been an important feature of the philatelic yea r in Europe and for the first 
time, the idea is being tried out in America. 
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Eugene Klein, president of the American Philatelic Society, is responsible 
for the innovation, and he was fortunate in securing the services of James 
W aldo Fawcett of the Washington Star to act as secretary. 

Th e Congress was held at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Philadelphia on Friday 
and Saturday, December 27 and 28, 1935. Papers were read by many promi­
nent philatelists and others connected with enterprises of interest to collectors, 
including the following: S. B. Ashbrook, J. H. Barr, R. A. Barry, G. T. Beeck­
man, C. W. Brazer, A. M. Davis, J. W. Fawcett, A. D. Fennel, A W. Hall, 
Dr. Ellis Haworth, M. G. Johl, F. W. Kessler, Eugene Klein, A. B. Levy, Mrs. 
Catherine L . Manning, Delf Norona, D. P. Peters, C. W. Phillips, James Starr 
and P. H. Ward, ,Jr. 

Admissions to all sessions except the dinner was free to the public, and a 
Bourse was conducted during the two days. 'fhe interest shown would seem to 
justify that it be continued as a regular feature. 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO JOIN 

During 1936, especially on account of the International Exhibition to be 
held in New York, this city will be the mecca for many collectors. 

As a consequence, membership in the Collectors Club, as well as member­
ship in the Association for Stamp Exhibitions, Inc. , are both particularly de­
sirable. 

Non-resident membership in the Collectors Club is but $5.00 per year, 
which includes a subscription to the Collectors Cliib Philatelist. W e want to 
enroll in our membership serious collectors from all sections of the country, 
and will appreciate it if our present members will see to it that their friends 
are invited to affiliate with us. 

And membership in the Association for Stamp Exhibitions, Inc. should be 
considered a pleasant duty on the part of every stamp collector. This Associa­
tion is not only responsible for the show to be held next May but is a perma­
nent organization continually fostering and assisting stamp exhibitions in all 
sections of the world. If you are not already a member, send $2.00 to 'l'heodore 
E. Steinway, 109 W. 57th St., New York, N. Y. 

FORTY YEARS OLD NEXT DECEMBER 

The Collectors Club was org:anized on October 5th, 1896 but it was not until 
December 14th, 1896 that it was Incorporated under the Laws of the State of 
New York, and this later date is therefore considered as the official birthday of 
the Club. As a consequence the Club will be 40 years old on December 14th, 
1936 and it was decided at the Meeting of the Board of Governors held Dec. 30, 
1985 to officially celebrate the event in a suitable manner. 

It has been the custom during the past few years to hold an Annual Ban­
quet in February or l\farch of each year but in view of this approaching mile­
stone in our existence and the further fact that the club and its members will 
have a series of entertainments during the International Philatelic Exhibition in 
May, it was decided to forego our usual Dinner and concentrate on the more 
important event in December. As the 14th falls on a Monday it has been de­
cided to advance the celebration by two days and so Saturday, December 12, 
1936 will be a big night in the history of the club and members are urged to 
mark this date on their calendars at once so that they will have the evening· 
free when the time arrives. 'fhe Dinner will probably be held at the Astor 
Hotel, where so many of our previous dinners have been held and further plans 
will be announced as they develop. 

H. L. LINDQUIST. 
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TRANSLATIONS FROM 

KOHL'S HANDBo°K 
11!!, Vr. ff er he rt Wu.nk 

The trans lations appearing und er this h ead ing are all originals prepared und er the 
auspices of the Collect o r s Club, who hold the copyright for the English translations and 
who reserve a ll rights for republication. Suggest ions for future transla tions are always 
welcome as well as criti c isms on a n y of the trans lat ions that may a pp ear. Furthe rmore 
we want to know whether or not this work a ppeal s to our members. L e tte rs p e rta ining 
to this subject should be a ddressed to Alfred F . Lichtenste in, P. 0. Box 99 4, City Hall 
Stat ion, N ew York City. 

Copyright 1936 by th e Collectors Club. 

Danish West Indies (3) 
1 dollar= lOO cents; since 1905 : 1 Franc= lOO Bit 

Translated by MICHAEL MILLER. 

Tmnslator: As previoitsly stated the prices qiwted in the original text has 
been converted on the basis of foiir marks to one clollar. Scott catalog valnes, 
which were omitted for the bi-colored issiws, are resumed and placed in ( ) . 
1903 (End May/ beg . June). D. 3. Definitive issu e of 2C. and SC.; watermarked 

26 
2 7 

W 2; perf. 12 % . 

2 C. carmine rose (End May) 
8 C. brown (beg. June) 

I $ . 21 
I , 68 

( . 50) I $ . 1 6 
(.85) I . 68 

( . 20) 
(. 85) 

Sheet arrangement, etc., as before. A r emainder of 440 sheets of No. 27 
was burnt on November 15, 1906. No. 26 exists with inverted watermark. 

Hi05 (June?). D . 4 . N ew Currency. Drawing by Archi­
t ect P . J ensen-Klint. Color typography by H. H . 
Thie le . Thick white paper with waterma rk W 3 
(new crown); perf. 12 %,. 

28 5 Bit green $ .0 8 
29 10 R e d .0 8 
30 20 " Blue green/ blue .50 
3 1 25 " Ultramarine .5 0 
32 40 " brick r e d / br. gray .50 
33 50 " Yellow / br. gray .65 

D. 4 W3 

(. 12) $ .06 (. 08) 
(. 15) .05 (. 08) 
(. 7 5) .50 ( . 7 5) 
(.60) .50 (.60) 
(. 60) .60 (.60) 
(. 8 0) .75 (. 80) 

Sheet arrangement, etc., as before. Nos. 28 and 29 exist with inverted 
watermark. 

Translator: No. 31 is also known with inverted watermark. The new wat­
ermark W-3 differs from type W-2 in the form of the crown itsed; the wings 
ai·e larger and the hon:zrmtal line of the cross is wiclei· than in the earlier wa,t-
erma~. · 
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(Pt•ovisional I ssu e) 

1905 (June). "Using-up issue" (?) 

On account of change of currency: stamps Nos. 17, 21, 27 with black 
typographed surcharge A6; produced in Copenhagen. 

5 
BIT 
1905 

A6 

Issue I Burnt I Sold 

3415 Bit on 4c yellow brown / blue I . 65 (. 60) 12 . 15 (1. 00) 1 124 8 1 1028 
355 Bit on 5c blue .65 (.60) \2 .1 5 (1.00) 564 344 
368Biton8cbrown .65 (.60)2.15 (1.00) 687 467 

220 
220 
220 

According to Nord. F. T. (Dec. 1905 ) Nos. 34-36 were only sold at the 
counter of the three post-offices for perhaps a quarter of an hour and the 220 
sets of sheets sold, with knowledge of the government, went almost into the pos­
session of a charitable institution for the erection of a home for lepers. The 
money for the purchase of these sheets was advanced by a branch of a Copen­
hagen bank at St. Thomas, which used a part of these stamps on its correspond­
ence to the main office at Copenhagen . The remainder was sold by the charitable 
society through a broker at a profit of 50 7o . In fact the 220 sheets of each kind 
sold represented only a portion of the actual issue, the balance being officially 
burnt in the above stated number of sheets, with other remainders, on Novem­
ber 15, 1906. Recently, whole sheets bobbed up in the market, the No. 34 also in 
a somewhat different shade. 

(Translator: Perforation 123,4 . No. 34, being originally No. 17, is there­
! ore known with inverted watermark and invert eel fram es. From the sheets 
in the possession of the translator, the invert eel fram es a,ppear on posit·ion No. 
51 in one pi·inting ancl on positions Nos. 51 ancl 91-100 in a, later printing. 

1905 (Dec.) D. 5. Supplementary values. Drawing by 
P. J ensen-Klint. Engraving by Imperial Printe r y at 
Berlin; printing by Thie le, Copenhagen; the frames 
by typography and the center in coppe r-plate. Thick 
white paper. Watermark W 3; perf. 12 (line perfo­
ration). 

37 1 1 Franc blue-green / steel blue 
38 2 Franc dark brown / salmon red 
39 5 Franc dark brown /ochre yellow I 

$ . 7 5 
1. 37 
3.13 

D. 5 

( 1.25) I $ .88 
(2.50) 1.50 
(5.00) 3.50 

(1. 25) 
(3.00) 
(6.00) 

Sheets of 25 ( 5x5 ) stamps. ·watermark vV 3 twice in each stamp, and also 
found inverted in all three values. 1'.Iargin watermark as before. Certain im­
perforate stamps of No. 38 come from a sheet, where the right row along the 
outside margin r emained unperforated, or the perforation pins fell too far over 
to the right on the sheet margin. From such stamps both horizontal perfora­
tions, as well as the left one, were later cut off, ( resiilting in imperf orate 
sfomps). Sheet margins are mostly cut too close. 

A part of the remainders of Nos. 37-39 was sold at the postoffices of Copen­
hagen, in 1918. As to those sheets that r eally had been in the West Indies, the 
paper was toned vellowish by the effect of the tropical climate, whereas the 
sheets sold at the Copenhagen postoffice and such stamps that were immediately 
used in the colonies had white paper. (Price for the yellow paper somewhat 
higher.) 
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1908 (1 Aug. / 24 Oct.) . D. 6. Center m e d a llion a ft er a photo­
graph , engraved by the Imperia l Printery at Berlin, frame 
drawing by Gerhard H e ilma nn. Printing by Thiele, Copen­
hagen; the frames typographed and the cen ters in copper­
plate. Watermark W 3, Perf. 1 2 %, . 

40 5 Bit light green ( 1 A u g . ) $ .05 .12) 
41 10 Bit red (1 A u g.) .05 .12) 
42 15 Bit mauve / red brown . 1 5 .25) 
43 20 Bit soft green / slate blue (1 Aug) .38 .75) 
44 25 Bit blue, dark blue / dark 

blue, blue (1 Aug.) .30 ( .50) 
45 3 0 Bit lilac brown / black 1 .75 (2.50) 

· 46 40 Bit brick r ed / brown gray . 5 0 ( .75) 
4 7 5 0 Bit yellow / dar k brown .65 ( . 8 0) 

$ 

D . 6 

.05 .08) 

. 05 .0 6) 

.15 .25) 

.39 .75) 

.2 0 ( .20) 
1 . 75 (2.50) 

.65 ( .75) 

. 65 ( .80) 

The stamps Nos. 42 and 45-47 ar e given out in the catalogs with the date 
· of issue as Nov. 1 ; a correspondent of I. B. J ., who on Nov. 1 happened to be 
on board a ship in St. Thomas, repor ted to the latter that the four values which 
he was forwarding, were on sale there as early as Oct. 24. (A statement of 
D. B. Z . that the values were already given out in the middle of September 
must be in correct. ) Due to the production by a two-printing process, t he 
center is often more or less out of register. 'l'he colors incline to oxidation be­
cause of the tropical climate, especially No. 41, by reason of its vermillion con­
tent. The center of No. 44 occurs from dark blue to a decidedly light blue, 
with th e frame vice versa. Sheet arrangement as before. 

(Translator: Nos . 41 and 44 are known with the watermark inverted.) 

1915 (Sept.) / 1917 . D. 7. Issue similar to D. 6, but now a bust 
portrait of King Christian X , en graved by the Impe ria l Print­
ery at Berlin aft er a photog r a ph; fram e dra wing by Gerh ard 
Heilmann. Frames typographed and cente r co ppe r-plate 
printing by Thie le, Cop enhagen. White paper with water­
mark W 4 (multiple crosses) distributed over the whole 
s heet; perf. 14 : 14 1h. 

48 5 Bit lig ht green (Sept. 1 5) $ . 0 8 ( .10) 
49 10 Bit r e d .15 (.20) 
5-0 1 5 Bit m a uve / red brown .1 8 (. 3 0) 
51 20 Bit g r een / dark slate blue .25 (.40) 
52 25 Bit b lue / blue .2 0 (. 40) 
53 30 Bit lilac brown / black .38 (. 40) 
54 40 Bit v e rmilion / brown gray .45 (.60) 
55 5 0 Bit yellow / dark red brown .5 0 ( . 8 5) 

D. 7 

$ .13 ( . 12) 
(2.00) 
(2.00) 
(2.00) 

.2 0 ( .30) 
( 2. 00) 
(2.00) 
(2.00) 

Of Nos. 49-51 and Nos. 53-55 but few sheets are said to have reached the 
West Indies before the colony became a U. S. possession. Beware of the species 
with fa lse cancellations! 

Sheet ar rangement of lOxlO stamps as before. The crosses of watermark 
vV 4. exactly as in the corr esponding issues of Denmark, are spread over the 
whole sheet, and in place of the marginal watermark the sheet margin is given 
the marginal imprint. (Translator: There is a grated border, in the color of 
the fram es of the stamps, around the 100 snb,iects. Th e "Printer's Numbers" 
(either l1D or 50D ) are imprinted clockwise on the foiir corners of the sheets 
in tlu sa.me colors of the border. ) 

A part of the remainders of all values was sold in 1918 in the post offices 
of Copenh agen at nominal value. 
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Postage Due Stamps 

The Postage Dues were not cancelled in St. Croix, whereas in St. Thomas 
and St. John they were mostly cancelled. Th e first column is, therefore, for the 
unused stamps; the second for cancelled, or unused without gum. 

1902 ( J an.) D . 8. Drawing by Fristrup. Lithographed by H. H. 

1 
2 
3 
4 

Thie le, Copenh agen. White paper of varyin g t hickness and 
unwatermark ed ; perf. 11 l!z (line perforation) . 

1 c. blu e $ .50 ( .30) 
4 c. blue 1. 00 ( .80) 
6 c. blue 1. 00 (1.00) 

10 c. blue .85 ( .75) 

D. 8 

$ .25 .30) 
.75 ( .80) 
.70 (1. 00) 
.50 ( . 75) 

Sheets of 100 (lOxlO ) . All values were printed in two separate issnes 
but a new arrangement of the stone was made for the second issue. Th e stones 
of both issues were so arranged that a strip of five subjects appears twice in 
each horizontal strip of ten, side by side, then 10 times underneath each other; 
so that on every heet each of the five types appear twice in a horizontal row, 
(in position 1 and 6, 2 and 7 &c. ) while each perpendicular line shows the same 
type ten times under one another. 'fhese 5 types ar e accordingly different in 
all the values of each of the two issues. 'fhe color of the first issue varied from 
indigo to gray blue; that of the second issue in several shades of blue, but some 
of these are so close to the first that it is difficult to distinguish single stamps 
on account of color alone. (The paper of the 1st issue only is partly thinner ). 

On th e contrary, not only sheets but even strips and often single stamps 
are r ecognizable by means of the above mentioned type variations according to 
which issue they belong. 'l' he characteristic distinguishing marks of these types 
are usually so minute (tiny dots, differences of distance, &c. ), that a general 
r eproduction of the same must be omitted. (An illustration of only one value 
in G1:bbons M. J . XVIII p . 51. ) In the 1st issue, only type IV in the strip of 
the 1C. value shows a striking difference- th e top of the left figure " 1 " is 
omitted so that it is fl at instead of pointed. This type difference is found only 
on the 4th, 9th, 14th, 19th, &c., stamp of every sheet (in other words, on every 
stamp in the 4th and 9th vertical 1·ows of t he sheet). 

Jn th e second issue all of the five varieties of th e 4-cent value are con­
spicuous, principally by reason of th e different way in which the perpendicular 
(approximately triangular ) top stroke of the figure "4" is sloped off at th e 
top (see illustration ) . 

Type I T ype II T ype III Type IV T ype V 

T. I : The top stroke of the le ft " 4" is diagon a l from upper le ft to lower right, the 
right "4" is r eversed. 

T. II: The top strok e of both left and right "4" slopes diagon a lly from upper left 
to lower right. 

T. III: The numerals as in T . II , however, the right "4" h as its upper left a ngle 
more obtuse th a n in T. II . The horizontal lower stroke of "AE" is a lmost 
co mpletely missing. 
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T . IV: Top stroke of the left "4" slopes diagonally from lower left to upper right; 
the same is also true with the right, although the triangular form of the 
latter is much narrower and more acute. 

T. V: Like T. IV, but with the top stroke of the right "4" similar to that of the 
left "4" (not narrow an d acute as in type IV). 

In all of the 5 type settings of the 1st issue of the 4C. value, the top stroke 
of the left "4" slants from upper left to lower right, while the stroke on the 
right "4" slopes from upper right to lower left. 

After the appearance of the stamps of the following issue, the remainders 
of Nos. 2 to 4 were burned, to wit: 138 sheets of No. 2, 297 of No. 3 and 172 of 
No. 4. 

1905 (June) D. 9, 10. Changed values. Draw­
ing by Architect P. J ensen-Klint. Litho­
graphed by H. H . Thiele, Copenhagen. Yel­
lowing paper, unwate rrnarked; perf. 12 %, ; 
No. 8 also perf. 14x141h. 

5 
6 
7 
8 

5 Bit orange-red / brown-gray 
20 Bit orange-red / brown 
30 Bit orange-red / brown 
50 Bit orange-red/brown 

Z1 perf. 14x141h 

D. 9 

$ . 20 
.25 
.45 
.45 

8.75 

(. 30) 
(. 40) 
(. 40) 
(. 7 5) 

D. 10 

(. 3 0) 
(.40) 
(.40) 
(. 7 5) 

Sheet arrangement as before. As to No. 5, the 40th stamp in the sheet 
shows the vertical stroke of the (DANS ) K length ened downward (the so-called 
''tailed K, '' price: $1.50). Im perforate stamps No. 5-8 are probably essays. 

A part of the r.emainders together with th e stamps Nos. 37-39, 48-55, were 
sold by the post-offices of Copenhagen at a norminal price. 

On January 17th, 1917, the Danish W est Indies were transferred to the 
U. S. A. through an exchange of the documents of ratification. On April 1st, 
the American flag was raised on the "Virgin Islands of U. S." 

(End of 1'ranslat1:on ) 

(Various appendices follow, including r eprints of official documents 
and tables and check-lists prepared by translator.) 

Appendix A 

The fallowing is the Decree 1inder which the Postage Stamps of the Danish 
West Indies were first introd1icecl (the Decree was piiblishecl in English as 'Well 
as in Danish, and it is therefore given in its original form) :-

WE FREDERICK the SEVENTH 

By the grace of God King of Denmark, 
the Vandals and the Goths, Duke of Sles­
wick, Holsteen, Stormarn, Ditmarsh, Lau­
enborg, and Oldenborg, 

Make known: On the report of Our Min­
ister of Finance, who has laid before Us 
the deliberation of the Colonial Council 
on a Draft of Ordinance, extending the 
Law of 11th of March 1851, concerning 
transmission by post of letters and pack­
ages, to the Danish West-India Posses­
sions, We most graciously decree: 

The Law of the 11th of March 1851 
for the kingdom of Denmark, concerning 
transmission by post of letters and pack­
ages, is hereby extended to the Danish 
West-India Possessions, in the following 
manner, and with the modifications con­
tained in this ordinance. 

§ 1. 

The postage of letters originating in, 
and addressed to any p lace in the Danish 
West-India Islands shall be uniform, 
without regard to the distance. 

The present rules for exemptions from 
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paying postage shall remain unchanged 
until further. 

§ 2. 

1) The postage of s ing le let t ers shall 
be 4 cents, unless post-stamps are affixed 
to them; these stamps to be seld by the 
post-department, at the rate of 3 cents a 
piece for a single letter, or $2.75 for 100 
stamps. 

L etters w eighing one Danish Lod (half 
an ounce) or less, s h a ll be co nsidered as 
sin g le letters. 

With respect to letters weighing above 
on e Lod, the following scale shall be em­
ployed, viz : 

above 1, bu t not exceeding 2 Lod , t wo 
rates or 2 post-stamps, 
a bove 2, but not exceeding 3 Lod, three 
rates or 3 post-stamps, 
above 3, bu t not exceed ing 4 Lod, fo nr 
rates or 4 post-stamps, 
a bove 4, but not exceeding 5 Lod, five 
rates or 5 post-stamrrff, 
above 5, but not exceeding 6 Lod , six 
r a t es or 6 post-stamps, 
above 6, but not exceeding 7 Lod, sev­
en r a t es or 7 post-stamps, 
above 7, but not exceeding 8 Lod , eight 
r ates or 8 post-stamps, 

a nd so on , one rate ( 1 post-stamp) be­
ing a dded for every Lod up to 3 2 Lod . 

2) For letters m a rked "Recommend­
ed" or "NB" shall be paid , besides the 
ordinary, a n a dditiona l postage of 7 cents. 

If, at the r equest of the sender, the let­
ter is accompa nied by a written acknowl­
edgm ent of the r eceipt of the same, to be 
r eturn ed with the s ig nature of the r e­
ceiver, the sender shall prepay the rate 
of a single letter , for the return. 

3) Dead lette rs , t hat are r eturned on 
d e m a nd , and le tte rs addressed to persons 
w ho have changed their residence, shall 
only be ch a r ged with the postage, that 
originally should have been pa id. 

4) Envelops e nc losing let t e rs a nd oth­
e r articles sent by the li ght m a il, shall be 
ch arged with th e same postage as le tte rs. 

§ 3. 

For conveya n ce by the post of other a r­
ticles than letters , the following ch arges 
shall be paid: 

A. The Light (Letter) Mail. 

1) For pack ets in general , not exceed­
in g 3 2 Lod, shall be charged as for le t­
ters. 

L e tters of address accompanying a 
. packet, shall be w e ig h ed together with 
t his , i norder to ~alculate the postage. 

2) For prepaid pack e ts not exceeding 8 
Lod , sent in cross bands or single bands, 
a nd not conta ining a ny thing written but 
the address, the nam e of the sender, the 
place from whe r e the pack e t is sent, a nd 
the date, shall be pa id : 

n ot exceeding 4 Lod, one rate or one 
post-stamp, 
a bove 4, not exceeding 8 L od , two rates 
or two post-stamps. 

To this c lass belong printed price-cur­
rents, even if the prices are added in writ­
ing, a nd proof-sheets on which only the 
corrections are written. 

If accompanied by a letter of address, 
postage s h a ll be paid for the same, as for 
a letter. 

B. The Heavy (Pack age) Mail. 
1 ) Packages and valuable in gen er al. 
The postage s ha ll consist of: 
a fundamental postage of 4 cents, 
a postage for the weight or volume, and 
a postage for t h e value. 
The postage for the w e ight or volu me 

a nd for the value shall be calcu lated sep­
a r ately, according to th e fo llowing tar­
iffs: 

Weight- or Volume-Tariff. 
For transmission by sea: 
between the towns of Christiansted and 

Fredericksted in St. Cr oix, 
between the town of St. Thomas and 

one of the towns in St. Croix, 
between the town of St. Thomas and 

Cruxbay in St. J ohns , 
b etween Cruxbay a nd one of the towns 

in S t. Croix, s h a ll be paid: 
For volum e less than one Da nish cubic­

foot, according to the weight, viz: 
weight not exceeding one pound, 2 

cents , 
weight above one pound not exceeding 

2 pounds, 3 cents , 
w e ight a bove two pounds not exceed­

ing 3 pounds , 4 cen ts, a nd so on 1 
cent for each a ddition a l pouud , not 
exceeding 10 cents, this amount be­
ing the hig h est postage for weight. 

For vo lume of one Da nish cubic foot, 
10 cents. 

For vo lume a bove one Danish cu b ic 
foot, 7 cents per cubic foot. 

If the transmiss ion is not direct be­
tween the above mentioned places, but 
the route combined , the different post­
ages for the weight on the volume shall 
be a dd ed together. Tra nsmissions by a 
'l'essel shall how ev er be considered direct, 
if the vessel-thoug h touching at other 
places on its passage-does not unsh ip 
the goods , sent by the mail. 

The Government may r a ise or lower 
the weight or vo lum e tar iff , of which 
however previous information must be 
give n to the public . 

Value-Tariff . 
Not ex~eeding $2% .......... 2 cen~s. 
over $21/2 not exceeding $5 .... 4 " 
over $5 not exceedin g $25 ..... 8 
over $25 not exceeding $50 . . . . 1 2 
over $50 not exceeding $100 .. . 1 6 
over $100, for each $100, 1 2 cents. 
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If the value of a package is not stated, 
t he postage sh a ll be calculated according 
to its weight which shall be rated at 5 0 
cents per pound, if the volume is less 
t h a n one Danish cubic foot , and at $5 per 
cubic foot , if the volume is one cub ic 
foot or more. 

Separate postage is not ch a r ged for 
letter s of address not exceeding on e Lod. 

The k ey belonging to a n a r tic le, that 
in locked , and to be transmitted by the 
mail, shall not be calcu lated in tlie 
we ig h t. 

2) For packets not exceeding 8 Lod, 
w it hout money valu e, with 01· w ithout 
letters of address, sh a ll be paid at the 
rate of a double le tter, or they may he 
fran k ed by two post stamps. 

3) For documents, bonds on name and 
oth er written or printed matters fill ed up 
by writing , shall be pa id as for letters, 
viz: 

a, not exceeding 8 Lod: 
no t exceeding 1 Lod, one rate (or one 

post stamps), 
a bove 1 Lod , not exceeding 2 Lod , two 

rates (or 2 post stamps), 
above 2 Lod , not exceedin g 4 Lod, 

three r ates (or 3 post stamps), 
above 4 Lod, not exceeding 8 Lod , four 

r ates (or 4 post stamps) , 
If le tters of a ddress accompany such 
packets, the postage shall be calculat­
ed according to the combined weight of 
t he letters and the pac ket. If the valne 
is stated, postage according to the 
value-tariff shall be added. 

b , Above 8 Lod: according to the com­
mon postage for packages ( B. 1), how­

ever not lesi;; than 12 cents. 

4 ) For heavy m a il a rticles, sent to th e 
post office to be conveyed, after the exp i­
r a tion of the ordinary time for deliver­
ing packages, the a bove stated rates for 
weight or volume with a ddition of one 
h a lf shall be pa id. 

5) For transmission in a n envelop of 
a ny kind of paper-money payable to th e 
bearer, accompanied by coin not exceed­
in g $ 2 1h in whole a nd half dolla rs or 
49 ~-2 cents in change , shall be pa id ac­
cordin g to the value-tariff with a ddition 
of the fund a m enta l postage . 

Th e postage for the weight or volume 
sh a ll be a dd ed in case the transmissions 
be made in any other packing than the 
above mentioned . For a n accompa n ying 
letter of a ddress not exceeding 1 L od no 
ch a rge is made. 

§ 4. 

Packets n ot exceeding 8 Lod, in the 
for m of a letter, or sent in cross-bands, 
also envelops , containing co in or papers 
of money value, shall be supplied with a 
co mplete address; but may be tra nsmit­
ted with or without a le tter of a ddress or 
a plain address , according to the option 
of th e sender . 

But a ll other packets or packages of 
money-value, whether they are supplied 
w ith a complete a ddress or only a m a rk 
a nd the places of desination, shall be ac­
co mpani ed by a sepa rate le tter of address 
or a plain addr ess . 

Letters weighing more than one Lod or 
en closi n g valuables, sh a ll not be consid­
er ed as letters of address. 

§ 5. 

It sha ll be observed by transmissions 
of valuables, such as co in and pa pers of 
money-value, payable to the bearer , as 
also other articles of a value of 5 0 cents 
or more pr. Lod, t hat t h e content and the 
r eal value in W est-India co in be stated 
when they are given in . 

It is prohibited to enclose letters and 
other written m atters in a ny article tha t 
is to be transmitted, unless full postage 
is pa id for the sam e. 

§ 6. 

At the delivery of a package the r e­
ceiver sh a ll pay the following fees, wheth­
e r h e calls himself for the package, or 
the same is sent to him , viz: 

e ither accordin g to weight: 

not exceeding 1 pound ... .. . . 1 cent, 
above 1 pound not exceeding 10 

pound, 2 cents, 
above 10 pounds not exceeding 25 

pounds , 4 cents , 
above 25 pounds for each additional 

2 5 pounds , 2 cents, 

or according to value: 

not exceeding $ 2 5 . ... . .... .. 1 cent, 
a bove $25 not exceeding $100 , 2 cents, 
a bove $100 not xeceeding $1000, 1 cent 

pr. $100 a nd for each additional $2 00 , 1 
cent more, however under no circum­
stance more than 25 cents according to 
value for one package. 

The high est of the above m entioned 
two ta riffs is invari ably to be employed . 

§ 7. 

These t a riffs conta in a statement of a ll 
that in gen era l is to be paid for the r e­
ceipt, conveyance a nd d elivery of le tters 
a nd packages. 

In case a ce rtifi cate in due form be re­
GJ, uested from the post office for the r e­
ceipt of a letter or a package ( § 2.) 2 
cents shall be paid for the sa me . Two or 
more pi eces belonging to th e same trans­
mission , given in simultaneously by the 
same sender, and to be r eceived by th e 
s&me person , m ay be enter ed in one cer­
tificate. 

For other special services r equ ested 
from the post offi ces, such as marking, 
supplying envelops, addressing, r eport­
ing th e arrival of expected goods &c., the 
post offi ces are entitled to a fee of 2 cents 
for each. 
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If coin or paper-mo.ney are sent to the 
post office in open envelops , in order to 
be counted , the following fees shall be 
paid: for an amount not exceeding $100 , 
2 cents, above $100, 1 cent more for each 
a dditiona l $10 0. However, n eith er this, 
nor the a bove-mentioned fee for a certifi­
cate in du e form shall be demanded in 
cases concerning the r oyal service. 

§ 8. 

When the payment of cents is m a de in 
the still current stiver s, 1 stiver equal 
1 % cent , the following scale shall be em­
ployed , 

1 cent to be paid with 1 stiver, 
2 ........... . ...... . 2 " 
3 .....•.........•... 2 
4 ................... 3 
5 ............... • ... 4 
6 ......... ..... ..... 5 
7 .. .... .... .. ... .... 5 
8 ................... 6 

a nd so on , the payment in stivers never to 
exceed the rate in cents, with more than 
% cents and n ever to come under the 
same with more than 1h cent. 

§ 9. 

1) Letters or packages transmitted by 
post may, according to the option of the 
sender, be prepaid or not ; lett ers marked 
"recommended" and let t ers above 8 Lod 
are however not r eceived unless they a r e 
prepaid. Prepayment for a part of the 
distance is not permitted. L etters and 
packages marked "free" "paid" or "fran­
co" cannot be franked by post-stamps. 

2) Letters and packages from priva t e 
persons to the authorities, concerning tfie 
public service, as also to military m en in 
service, shall be prepaid, unless the out­
side of the lette r or package is supplied 
with a certificate signed by the sender 
himself, that the content concerns solely 
reports or declarations that have been 
officially d emanded from him . 

For letters a nd packages from the 
authorities to private persons shall post­
age be paid by the r eceiver , unless th ey 
concern r eports or declarations officially 
d emanded . 

10. 
All post charges for n ewspapers trans­

mitted through and distributed by the 
post department are fixed to 20 per cent 
of their original price, unless exemptions 
in this r espect a re made in post-conven­
tions with forei gn governm ents. 

§ 11. 
The post-departrirnnt is responsible for 

the delivery of le tters and packages with­
out diminution of weight and with un­
damaged packing and seal , to the person 
to whom they are addressed. 

Damages for deficiencies, that may be 
imputed to the post-department, shall be 
pa.id according to the valu e stated by the 

sender, or if no value has been stated, a t 
the rate of 50 cents pr. pound, or $5 per­
cubi c foot, unl ess it is proved that the 
value in reality is less. 

Only when co in and paper money, 
transmitted in envelopes, have been pre­
viously counted and sealed at the post­
office, the post-depa rtment shall be re­
sponsible for the con tents. 

For "recom mended " letters that have 
bee n lost, a damage of $5 shall be paid. 

Responsibility ceases: 

a, When the r ecei\•er bas given his re­
ce ipt for the acceptance; 

b, When the damages are not claimed, 
from the isla nds within 3 m onths , 
from for eig n places within 9 months , 
after the le tte r or package has been 
delivered in . 

The post-department shall not pay 
da mages for loose letters, pack ets or 
packages, that have only been charged a t 
the rate of postage for le tters. 

§ 12. 

1) Coin, Roya. I pa per-mon ey, or other 
notes payable to the bearer, and let ters, 
packets or packages, whose value has 
been ma rked on their outside, shall be 
tra nsmitted only by the heavy (package) 
mail. 

With regard to the payment and re­
ceipt through th e post-offices of smaller 
amounts, by so called post-checks and 
post-advances , without any ca.sh-trans­
mission, the r egulations made in this re­
spect by the post-a dministra tion , are to 
be follow ed. 

2) L etters a nd pack e ts not above 3 2 
Lod , whose value has not been ma rked 
on their outside, shall be received for 
transmission by a ll the mails, by the l ight 
(l e tter) mails, however , only in form or 
a letter in cross-ba nds or other light 
packing not exceeding one sheet of writ­
ing-paper. 

3) When articles d elive r ed in for tra m;­
mission without any mark of value on 
their outside are not r equ ested to be for­
warded by a pa rticular m a. ii , such of 
those articles a s le tters and packets and 
likewise written or printed pa pers and 
prints fill ed up by writing not exceeding­
the weight of 8 Lod each parcel , will bP. 
transmitted by the light le tte r mail, but 
o ther things will be sent by thP. heavy 
mail. 

4) Powder, aquafortis (nitric acid), 
sulphuric acid, muriatic acid and other 
corroding acids, lucifer matches and oth­
er matters , whose transmission is con­
n ec ted with da nger , unsavory things and 
parcels, which are so bulky and h eavy 
tha t they cannot conveniently be trans­
mitted , are excluded from transmission 
by th e m a il. 

5) Agreeable to the r egulations sub 
No. 1, 2 a nd 3, the post-departmea nt is 
bo und to transmit by the mails all such 
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matters, which accordin g to § 15 can be 
n umber ed under its privileges. The post­
a dministration sh a ll decide whether the 
size of a package will a llow is transmis­
s ion or not. 

6) All letters, packets, and packages 
shall , unl ess oth erwise direct ed on their 
G U tside, be transmitted b-y t h e fi rst m a il 
to which they belong. 

§ 1 3 . 
With regard to transmission by post in 

Danish vessels, be tween the mother-coun­
try a nd the Danish West India Posses­
s ions, th e following rules shall be ob­
served :-

a, For transmission by the light (let­
te r ) mail is to be paid th e treble of the 
common, eithe r Danisfi or West India 
postage, that is fixed for the place, where 
the payment is made ( casfi or by post­
s tamps). 

b , For t ransmission by the h eavy 
( pack age) mail , a fund a m ental postage 
sh a ll be paid of 4 cents or 6 skilling R. 
M., and value-postage , according to the 
r ules prescribed at the place , where the 
payment is made; the weig ht- or volume­
postage consists of a sea-postage to be 
fixed by the post-administration, co mbin­
ed with the Danish a nd the W est India 
weight- or volume-postage, that is fixed 
for those routes in the mother-country 
a nd in the West India possessions, on 
which the transmission must be ma de, in 
order to r each the place of d estina tion . 

With respect to transmission of money, 
as well as of gold a nd s ilver in bars , it is 
le ft to t he post-department to d ecide, 
whether an d on what conditions such 
tra nsmissions between t h e islands a nd 
the mother-country may be ma d e pe r post. 

Otherwise the general rul es for trans­
missions by post shall be a pplied , subject 
to the change that r esults from the a bove 
regulations, viz: that wher e things be­
lon g in g to the h eavy (package) m a il, a r e 
rated according to the postage of letters, 
the postage fixed sub "a" shall be employ­
ed . 

§ 14 . 
For let t er s from a nd to the Danish 

' Vest India possessions to and from for­
eign places, the general West India post­
age shall be paid, unl ess exemptions are 
made by conventions or agreem ents with 
foreign post-a dministrations. 

§ 1 5. 
The privilege of th e post-department 

with r egard to transmissions, is defined 
as foll ows: -

1 ) The art icles whose conveyance and 
d e livery is r eserved for the post-depart­
ment, as far as the post-district, with 
pertainin g h a rbors a nd roads, extends, 
are:-
a, Sealed le tters and written or partly 

printed a nd pa rtly written matters, of 
every description a nd weight. 

b, Coin and paper-money payable to the 
bearer, in sealed envelops , in case the 
post-department undertakes such trans­
mission. Foreign letters sh a ll on their 
arriva l immediately be delivered for 
conveyance by post, at the n earest post­
office or custom-house. This rule shall 
however not be applicable to vessels, 
convey ing mails fro 1:n and to other 
post-te rritories , if on their passage 
they only touch a Danish West India 
h a rb or, without unshipping the m ails 
or s hipping them in oth er vessels. It 
shall l ikewise be left to the govern­
m ent, according to circumstances, to 
make exceptions from the rule. 
2) The abovem entioned articles may, 

without in terfer en ce of t h e post-d epart­
ment, be sent from one place to ano ther 
in the post-district in the following cases: 
a, When conveyed by the sender's own 

m essen ger. 
b, When they do not pass through 2 or 

more places . where royal post-offices 
are established for their conveyance, 
nor are sent from a Da nish to a foreign 
post-station mutually connected . 

c, When the articles mentioned above are 
d espatch ed on other days than those on 
which the m a il starts. 

§ 16 . 

L etters m ay be sent from one Danish 
' Vest India h a rbor to another by such 
vessels that do not co nvey the royal m ai ls 
or run as pack ets ; it is however to b e 
observed that on the arrival of the ves­
sel at the place of d estina tion or a t the 
harbor where it has been co mpelled to 
seek s helter, the letters shall immediate­
ly be d e livered to the royal post-office at 
the place, or if no such be established 
there, to the custom-house depa rtmen t , 
or the n ear est local magistrate, who shall 
send th em to th e n ear est post-office. Such 
transmissions shall be rated according to 
the gen er a l postage for letters. The m as­
ter of the vessel is not allowed to cause 
the letters to be d elive r ed in any other 
way than through the post-depa rtment. 

§ 17. 

1) It is the duty incumbent on all Dan­
ish vessels, at the r equest of the post-de­
partment, to convey the roya l mails from 
the starting-place to t h e h a rbor for which 
they a r e clear ed. 

Such r equ est being ma de, either in a 
special insta n ce, or by public advertise­
m ent to vessels in general , the master of 
the vessel shall in proper time r eport to 
the post-o ffi ce the day and the hour he 
intsinds to start. With regard to voyages 
between the mother-country a nd the 
Danish West India possessions such re­
port shall be ma de at least 7 days, a nd 
with regard to the passage be tween the 
islands, at least 6 hours, previous to the 
departure of the vessel , unless it is proved 
to the post-o ffi ce that peculiar circurn-
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stances compel the vessel to leave pre­
m aturely. The custom-house and har­
bor-department shall co-operate with the 
post-department to the effect, th at the 
above-mentioned report is made, and that 
the vessel does not leave before the time 
fixed , unl ess the mail h as been carried on 
board, accompanied by two correspond­
ing notes of parcels , of which t h e one 
sh a ll be i·eturned to the post-department 
supplied with the receipt of the master 
of th e vessel , who k eeps the oth er for 
himself . 

For the information of the custom­
house-department at the place of arr ival , 
it sh a ll be entered in the clearance, that 
the vessel carries the r oyal mail , a nd the 
post-office of the place shall give a re­
ceipt on the note of parcels for the de­
livery of the mail , which receipt sh a ll be 
produ ced on entering t h e vessel at the 
custom-house. 

In the Dan ish W est India possessions 
the master of the vessel sh a ll , as hitherto, 
report hfmself to the post-office half an 
hour befor e sailing, an d receive th e let­
ter-mails. 

It is a duty incumb ent on the master 
of the vesse l. during the passage to k eep 
the mail confin ed to his car e, in the safest 
and best guard ed place in the vessel, es­
pec ia lly to put the light (letter) ma il in 
his own cabin a nd in case of any accident 
to t a k e particular care of it. 

In case the master of the vessel should 
be co mpelled to seek another h a rbor, than 
the one to which h e is bound, h e shall 
r eport at the post-office of the place-or 
in wa nt of such office-to the custom­
hou se-departm ent, that h e has the mail 
on boa rd; it shall then according to cir­
cumstances be decided whether t h e m a il 
is to be conveyed further in another way, 
or not. If it is in a foreign country, h e 
shall r eport himself t o th e nearest Dan­
ish consulate that shall cause the need­
ful to be don e with r egard to the fur­
ther conveyance of the mail. 

On a rriving at the place of destination , 
the maste r a s soon as the vessel has come 
to a n chor, shall immediately de liver the 
light (letter ) mail at the post-offi ce, and 
the r est of the mail as soon as circum­
stances will a llow. 

2) Sailing vessels an d steamers in­
tending to run as pack ets from any har­
bor within the post-district, shall in prop­
er time, at the latest simultaneously with 
th e first public advertisement thereof, 
m a k e a report to the post-a dministration , 
as well of their route in gen eral , a nd of 
the places where they intend to stop, as 
of the hours of starting a nd a rriva l , and 
likewise of a ll such changes that subse­
quently may take place in the original ar­
rangement; a nd they a r e bound to re­
ceive, a nd in accordance with the a bove 
regulations, to k eep a nd d eliver the royal 
mails at the different stopping-places. 

The post-department has a right, at a 
conven ient and accessible place in the 

Yessel, to place locked boxes , for deposit 
of letters; these boxes, together with the 
mail, to be exchanged at the different 
stopping-places. 

§ 18. 
1) The obligation resting on Danish 

vessels, accordin g to t h e regulation of the 
1st of Novem ber 1781 § 7, viz: without 
r..ny r emun eration to convey the W est In ­
dia mail , between the mother-country and 
t h e Danish West India islands , and be­
tween the islands, sha ll r emain unchang­
ed. 

To fo r eign masters of vessels convey­
ing the West India light ( letter) mail , or 
carrying le tters to th e Danish .West India 
possessions, shall be paid 1 Cent pr. Lod 
of the combined we ig ht of the letters to 
or from places in America, and the dou­
ble a m ount of letters to or from any oth­
e1· part of the world. This rule is h ow­
ever not a pplicab le if the mail or letters 
a re carri ed for a foreign post-administra­
tion or if otherwise fixed by conventions. 

Danish vessels conveying West Ind ia 
le tters to or from foreign places a r e to he 
paid at the same r ate. 

Letters deposited in the letter boxes, 
mentioned sub § 17 No. 2, a r e not includ­
ed herein , unless th ey are supplied with 
post-stamps. 

2) For a ll parcels, perta ining to the 
heavy (package) mail , shall be paid to 
the owner or the master of the vessel con­
cern ed , the we ight- or volume-postage for 
the sea-transpor t on the articles trans­
mitted, appli ed to the total weight or 
volume of the same. 

The master of the vessel shall not be 
bound to k eep more room than 25 cubic 
feet vacant for the reception of heavy 
( package) mail a rticles . 

Post-boxes a nd post-bags shall be con­
veyed without any charge of freight. 

§ 19 . 
All spec ia l regulations that a r e consid­

ered necessary or a dvisable with r egard 
to pos t-transmissi on s, shall be made by 
the administrat ion of the post-depart­
ment, viz: for the transmission between 
the mother-country a nd the Da nish W est 
India possessions , by the a dministration 
in the mother-country, a nd for the post­
department in t h e Danish W est India 
possessions, by t h e Government. Such 
regulations shall be m a de publicly known, 
if according to their nature it is consid­
ered suitable. 

§ 20. 
Acts in fring in g the monopoly of the 

post-establishment sh a ll be punished with 
fine of $ 2 for a s ing le letter, and for let­
ters of greater weight a nd other articles, 
with a fin e of 50 times the amount of the 
postage; the legal postage to be paid be­
sides. The cases are to be prosecuted by 
the police court ; a nd the fin est accru e to 
the poor-fund at the same place. 
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§ 21. 
This ordina nce sha ll take e ffect 4 

months from date . From the same tim e 
a ll previous a nd contrary r egulations , es­
pecia lly th e postage-tariffs hithe rto fol­
lowed , a r e abolish ed. 

To whi ch all concerned have to con­
form. 
Given a t Skodsborg the 10th July 1 85 5. 

Und er Our Roya l Hand and Seal , 

FREDERIK R. 

Appendix B 
Orcli1wnce containing certain modi fications of the Ordinance of the 10th 

Jill y, 1855, extending the L aw relating to postal despatches of the 11th ll1arch, 
1851, to the possession s in the W est I nclies. 

"Skodsborg, Au gust 30 , 1861. 
"WE FREDERIC VII , by the Gra ce of 

God King of Denmark, the Vandals and 
the Goths , Duke of Sleswick , Holsteen, 
Stormarn, Ditma rsh , Lau enborg, and Old­
enborg, 

" Make known: - Having had laid b e­
fore us by Our Minister of Finance the 
draft proposed by the Colonial Council 
of our possessions in the W est Indi es, 
with a view to an ordinance containing 
certa in modifi cations of the ordinance of 
th e 10th July, 1855 , on the subject of 
th e extension to th e said possessions of 
the Law r elating to postal despatches of 
the 11th March, 1851. W e have been 
pl eased to orda in as follows: -

" § 1. The r eduction in the price of the 
stamps of the W est Indies allowed under 
th e ordinance of the 10th July , 185 5. 
pa r agraph 2, wh en 100 copies are pur­
ch a sed, should b e allowed in future on a ll 
purchases of 20 copies a t a time , so that 
th e charge for the m will be 5 5 cents for 
the 20. 

"§ 2. The gen eral rate to the W est In­
di es established by the ordinance of the 
10th July, 1855 , parag r a ph 14 , for le t­
ters from a nd to the Danish possessions 
in th e W est Indies , addressed to and com­
in g from fore ig n countri es, so far a s this 
in s truction m a y not b e contra r y to an y 
pos ta l convention, will be esta blis h ed in 
futur e at doubl e the ordina r y le tte r r a t e 
( 8 cents) for le tters of a w eight of more 
th a n 2 lod, prov ided that th ey are d e­
s pa t ch ed from post offices in the Danish 
possessions in the W est Indies. 

"The subsidey granted under th e same 
ordin ance, paragraph 1 8, to the captains 
of ships which take le tters or brin g the m 
to th e Danish W est Indies , provided tha t 
th ey do not carry th e m a ils at the charge 
of a foreig n governm ent, or tha t it is not 
otherwise arra n ged under postal conven­
tion , will b e in future at th e r a t e of 1 
cent for each le tter th e postage of which 

is r eceived by the post office in the W est 
Indies , without r egard to the weight of 
the le tte r or to the for eign country from 
or to which the le tters are despatched. 

" § 3 . l<'or the n ewspap ers pub lished in 
the Danish West Indies, provided tha t 
th e y are d espatched from the West Indi­
a n Islands or the towns in St. Croix, and 
that the despatch or the distribution (but 
not the delivery or the wrapping), and 
th e payment of th e subscription is m a de 
through th e Post Office Department , there 
s hould only be charged for postage 5 per 
cent of the rate of subscription, which 
th e pub lishe rs must pay at the comme nce­
m ent of each quarter. 

"§ 4. Newspapers and r evi ews in wrap­
pers , sing le or crossed, bearing no othe r 
writing than th e a ddress , the n a m e of 
the addressee, the destination and the 
date , are despatched through the post be­
tween th e Da nish W est Indian Islands 
a nd th e towns in St. Croix a t the follow­
ing r a tes: -

"Up to 16 lod , as a single rate le tter 
(1 sta mp) . 

"Above 16 le d , up to 3 2 lod , as a dou­
bl e le tter ( 2 stamps) . 

"§ 5. The ch a rge for d elivery, under 
§ 6 of the ordinance of the 10th July, 
1 8 55 , for postal packages with an accom­
pa nyin g le tte r, may be paid in adva nce 
by the send e r, togethe r with the postage. 

" § 6. F or pos ta l packages with an a c­
co mpa nying le tter, which , under § 3 , B 
5, of the ordinance of the 10th July, 
1855 , do not correspond with any of the 
fixed cha rges r ela tive to w eight or si ze, 
th e ch a r ge established by para graph 13b 
of th e ordinance will b e trebled. 

"To which all concerned have to con­
form . 

" Given a t Skodsborg the 30th Aug us t , 
1 8 61. 

"Under Our Royal Hand a nd Seal , 
"FREDERIK R. " 

Appendix C 
The f ollowing 0 1'dinance extends to all valnes th e discoiint of 813 per cent 

allowed on p1ircha ses of twenty stam ps at a tim e. 
Ordina nce of Ji.1ly 14, 1 8 74 . Colonia l Councils of St. Thomas, with St. 

" Upon the most r espec tful proposition John and St. Croix, having b een r ead a 
o!' the Ministe r of Fina nce, His Majes ty third tim e on the 24th March and 7th 
th e King has been pleased to approve, by A pril , 1 87 4, by which the a rrangements 
a royal decision of the 14th July , 1 87 4, made und er the Ordinance of the 10th 
the following Ordina n ce passed by th e July , 1 855, paragr a ph 2, a nd the Ordi-
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nance of the 30th August, 1 86 1, para­
gl'aph 1, for the r eduction in the pay­
ment for the 3 cent stamps of the Danish 
West Indies, is mad e applicable also to 
other stamps of the Danish W est Indies. 

"The r eduction of 811.i per cent in the 
price of the 3 cents stamps of the Danish 

West Indies, estab lished by the Ordinance 
of the 10th July, 1855, paragraph 2, and 
the Ordinance of the 30th August, 1 861, 
paragraph 1, for quantities of at least 20 
stamps, should in future be applied also 
to the othel' stamps of the Danish West 
Indies." 

Appendix D 
N ew R a.tes a11d R egnlations adopted after th e entry of Danish West I ndies 

into the Universal Postal Union in 1877 . 

Publication. 
"From the 1st April, 1879 , the Corre­

spondence between the Danish West In­
dia Islands and all other countries com­
prised in the Universal Postal Union will 
be subject to the following rates of post­
age, viz.: to and from 

{

Guadeloupe, 
to and from. . . . Pto. Rico 

Viequez, 
For prepaid le tters de­

spatched, per single 

Other 
Coun­
tries. 

rate of 15 grams . . 5 cents 10 cents 
,, unpaid letters arriv-

ing, per s ingle rate 
of 15 grams .. .. . . 10 cents 15 cents 

,, insufficiently prepaid 
letters arriving: Dou­
ble the amount of 
the defi ciency de­
clared by the d e-
spatching office . . . . 3 cents 3 cents 

,, Post cards . . . . . . . . 3 cents 3 cents 
,, Newspapers and oth­

er printed matte r 
per 50 grams 

1 cent 

,, Business papers 
(documents) ... . . 1 cent 

per 50 grams 
,, Samples and pat-

terns . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 cent 
per 50 grams 

2 cents 

6 cents 

3 cents 

For packets of n ewspapers a nd print­
ed matte r , business papers, patterns an d 
samples, the maximum w eight is fixed at 
r esp. 4 lbs., 1/z lb. and 4 lbs. 

From the said date a lso, the Corre­
sponde n ce between the Danish West In­
dia Is lands and countries not comprised 
in the Universal Postal Union will be sub­
j ect to redu ced postage rates, regarding 
w hich the public will receive informa­
tion in th e Post-office ; printed tariffs will 
be issued as soon as possible. 

From the said date, there will also 
be established Exch a n ge under Insur­
ance of Letters of Declared Value to and 
trom the following places: Austria and 
Hungary, Belgium , Denmark, Egypt, 
France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Rouma: 
nia, Russia, Serbia, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Cayenne, Guadelotipe, Martinique, Sene­
gal, Pondichery, Cochinchina, Reunion, 
Santiago (Cape-d e-Verd Islands), St. 
Thorne, Loanda, Greenland. The ex­
change will provisionally be e ffected only 
by means of French and German Pack ets. 

Prepayment of postage is compulsory, 
and the letters in question must contain 
only Value-papers, hence no Coin. 

The postage for insured letters of de­
clared value is composed as follows:­

Common let t er postage, according to 
weight-

R eg istration fee- and 
Insurance premium. 
The insurance premium is paya ble on 

every fo r ty ( 40) dollars or fraction there­
of, say with four ( 4) cents to the desti­
nations of France, Guadeloupe, Mart i­
niqu e, Cayenne (per French packe t ); 
with n ine ( 9) cents to the desinations of 
Greenland, Santiago, St. Thome, and Lo­
a.nda; and with seven (7) cents to all 
other of the above-mentioned destina­
tions, and to France, pe r German packet. 
For the exchange per German packet with 
Denmark, Russia, Sweden, Germany, and 
Greenland, and per French packet with 
Germany, Martinique, and Cayenne, no 
maximum has been fixed for the value of 
a letter , for letters for Italy and Senegal 
the maximum value is fixed at 5000 
Francs; for the other above-mentioned 
d estinations, at 10,000 Francs. 

The forwarding of letters of d eclared 
value is , further, subject to the follow­
ing ru les :--

Letters of d ec lared value are r eceiY­
ed by the Post-office only when en closed 
in an envelope, sealed, in good sealing 
wax , with seals bearing a distinct im­
press ion or device, and in such a manner 
as to secure all the flaps of the envelope. 
No envelope can be used except those 
a uthorized for money-letters. 

The declaration of value , expressed in 
Francs and Centimes or in Dollars an d 
Cents, shall be written by the sender on 
the face of the letter, say in whole letters 
and in figures, in which regard it should 
be observed that alteration or erasure in 
the decla ration will not be a dmitted , even 
if corroborated by the sender. No high­
er amount than that actually enclosed in 
the letter must be declared. 

The postage stamps used in the pre­
payment must b e affixed properly spaced, 
and must not be placed in such a manner 
as to overlie a fold of the envelope. 

For each letter of declared value post­
ed, receipt sha ll be given the sender free 
of charge. 

The Government of the Danish West 
India Islands , St. Thomas, 28th March , 
18 79. AUG. GARDE. 
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Evenings at the Collectors Club 

19th CENTURY U. S. SHOWN OCTOBER 

2, 1935. 

The evening was devoted to a members 
competit ion of 19th Century United 
States. 

Hans L agerloef won first award for a 
fine lot of stamps on cover, including 
186l. 12c, used for Hawaii; 3-cent block 
of four ; 1862 2-cent, 3 bisects-2 with 
1112 stamps and one with a one h alf 
stamp to pay the drop le tter rate; va­
rio us covers between 18 8 5 and 1 8 9 5 
showing U. S. in combination with stamps 
of Bavaria, Brazil, Canada, Chili , Samoa, 
Switzerland, Wurtemberg and Uruguay; 
also U. S. Cancell ed in the Philippines 
during the Spanish war; Boxer Rebel­
li on; and Shanghai on U. S. 

Stephen G. Rich secured second award 
for the issues of 1 86 1-2 ; Banknotes; od­
dities in perforation and cancell ations; 
precancels; and advertising la b els. 

Third award went to Edwin J . Milli­
k en for a display of cancellation varieties 
of the l e and 2c Bank notes. 

The entri es were limited to twenty-five 
pages. 

-R. A. BARRY. 

Ii:ASHi\IER.E A ND ROUiUANIA SHOWN 
ON OCT. 16, 1935 . 

At this meeting Abt·aham S. Arnold 
gave an interesting exhibiti on and talk 
on the stamps of Kash mere, one of the 
Indian Native States. Mr. Arnold began 
with the story of the Kashmir post, a ser­
vice operated entirely by natives in so 
Jack-a-dai sical fashion that it often re­
quired ten or e leven days for a letter to 
travel fourteen miles and then, by the 
time it reached its destination , it h ad 
been read a nd discussed by one or more 
persons at each stop the carrier made. 

The stamps of Kashmere are also a 
hom e product-plates, ink a nd paper. 
Each position on the p late varieties, r en­
dering the stamps platable, that is, if one 
knows the various states of a p late. For 
should a p late become damaged it would 
be cut down and stamps printed from the 
salvaged portion, thus m a king stamps 
w hich had been inte rior in the first state 
assum e marg ina l positions in the second. 
By using various native papers a nd any 
numbe r of inks a great variety of stamps 
has been cr eated . 

The K ashrnere stamps are none too 
common on covers and a horde of co unt­
e rfeits , fraudulent reprints and govern­
ment r eprints g ive a collector a ll the ac­
tion h e requires in maintaining interest 
in t h e cou ntry. 

The second part of Mr. Arnold's exhibi­
tion included the stamps of Roumania. 
The speaker d escribed the co untry and 
the beau ties of the Paris of the Balkans, 
B ucharest, and sh owed stamps of the ear­
ly issu es. 

-A. W. DEAS. 

24 MOST INTERESTING P AGES 
SHOWN NOV. 6, 1935. 

At the November 6 meeting t en mem­
be rs entered into a competitive showing 
of what they co nsidered their 24 most 
interesting pages. 

The first entry was that of H . Bedford 
Jones of Palm Springs, Cal., and included 
oddities, plate flaws, cancellations, pack­
et. cove rs, plate positions , co lor odditi es, 
bisects, an d stamps with the a utog raphs 
of those pictured on the designs. The 
stamps were s h own by Max G. Joh!. 

Cla t·ence "\V. Bn1zer was the second en­
trant and s h owed an unusua lly interest­
in g study of proofs of the 51cent and 10-
cent 1847. Included were proofs of the 
orig inal die in various co lor with anrl. 
without the cross-hatch ed frame, these 
last very r are; proofs on bond paper and 
a set of proofs on a paper which the 
manufacturers' records show to h ave been 
made a bout 1893. 

In the 1876 reprints, Mr. Brazer in­
cluded original sketches, card board 
proofs in five co lors and proofs in full 
s h eets. 

Stephen G. Rich showed a miscellany 
of South Africa; Corea on cover; I celand 
local postmarks and customs cancell a­
tions; French newspaper precancels; Bel­
gian telegraphs; Poland No. l , a pair on 
cover and a used strip of four; New J er­
sey stampless covers including a straight 
line Princetown 1780 , co llection of worst 
centered copies ; 2-cent 186 2 and 2-cent 
1 8 9 O cancellations. 
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E . M. Hayden of New Britain showed 
Switzerland 1850 through 1854 in sin­
g les, multiples a nd sheets, mint and rm 
and off cover. 

Max G. Johl's exhibit was 20th Century 
U. S. issues 1908 to 1922. In the 1908 
were included the ordinary varieties, the 
blue papers and the little known colored 
papei· and China clap paper experiments 
which unlike the blue papers never got 
into general circu lation , also a proof of 
a 12-cent of the 1908 series which was 
never issued . In 1910 Mr. Johl showed 
the 2c over the le which if it had not 
been caught would have been a le error 
similar to the 5c error of 1916, and some 
of the experimental coils picturing Alex­
ander Hamilton. Included also were es­
says for a parcel post series of 1913 
which was never issued and the rotary 
press coils and coil waste stamps 1914 to 
1917. A recent acquisition shown was 
the original pencil drawing of the 19 2 2 
3c picturing Lincoln. 

Charles J. Phillips' exhibit was a co l­
lection of the official and private carri­
ers from 1842, including the City Des­
patch Post, Franklin Carrier, Louisville, 
Baltimore, Boston and the U. S. City 
Despatch Post all on cover. 

George H. Fay showed airmails a nd in­
cluded pigeon post, balloon post, crash 
covers and foreign covers having bisected 
stamps. In the pioneers were included 
London-Windsor and Garden City covers 
of 1911, Post and Gatty around the 
world, Lindbergh Haiti and Canal Zone, 
Ship-to-shore, Jackson Heights rocket 
mail, and a little known cover carried 
from Camden to Philadelphia by auto­
gyro which landed on the Post Office roof. 

B. I{. Ford's exhibit included various 
postage and revenue 1847 to 1926 in 
shades and with various cancellations. In 
the 1 8 51 issue was a series of covers of 
the 3c stamps which came from a strip 
showing the complete plate imprint- a 
rare set of covers- and in the revenue 
exh ibit was another rarity, a le second 
issue with Washington's head double. 

Sidney Lake showed Netherlands 
Stampless and early stamps on cover. In 
the former were Thurn and Taxis letter 
sheets, ship and canal cancellations and 
a home made envelope of 179 3- one of 
the earliest enve lopes known. 

Laurence B. Mason, the last exhibitor, 
submitted 2 4 pages of early American 
mail including Beresford, American Let­
ter Mail and other expr esses; via Nica­
ragua covers and a letter of William 
Walker, a filibusterer who was in control 
in Nicaragua at the time; covers of the 
Grieg City Despatch Post; the earliest 
known "Penny Post" cover; numerous 
locals; carriers; a strip of four 10-cent 
1 8 4 7 on a cover to California and a strip 
of three of the same on a cover Panama 
to New Hampshire. 

Laurence B. Mason received first 
award, Clarkence W. Brazer second and 
E. M. Hayden third, with honorable men­
tion to Sydney Lake. Oscar A. Schenck,. 
l<'ranklin R. Bruns and Otto G. Reichelt 
were the judges. 

Before the close of the meeting the 
members present signed a letter congrat­
ulating John N. Luff on his approaching 
seventy-fifth birthday. 

- R. A . BARRY. 

VISIT TO UNION COUNTY PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY NOV. 13, 1935. 

On Wednesday, November 13, 1935 , a 
goodly delegation of the Collectors Club 
repaid the visit which the members of 
the Union County P. S. had paid earlie r 
in the season. This feature of inter­
change meetings was instituted by the 
Collectors Club some years ago and has 
proven one of the most interesting fea­
tures of its annual programs. 

The various d elegations from New 
York and the surrounding territory as­
se mbled at six o'clock at the \ Vinfield 
Scott Hotel in Elizabeth, N. J., for an in­
formal dinner before proceeding to the 
Y. M. C. A. building, where the r egular 
meeting was h e ld. Here a large group 
were awaiting our arrival and the meet­
ing was quickly called to order by the 
president B. IC Ford who introduced 
Laurence B. l\iason, who acted as master 
of ceremonies. Max G. Johl was the first 
to exhibit and showed a well selected 
gro up of pages from his famous collec­
tion of 20th Century U. S. These includ­
ed the com plete set of the blue paper v:i­
rieties with the rare 4c and Sc stamµs, 
the even rarer "clay paper" varieties, 
and many unusual items that were fully 
exp lained to a receptive audience. Ar­
tlmt· \V. Deas followed with a collection 
of Canadian Airmail Covers, which were 
quite attractive in themselves, but made 
doubly so by the interesting descriptions 
which accompanied them. H. L. Lind­
quist was third a nd showed a portion of 
his Demonstration Collection. It con­
sists of one or more pages from various 
collections, to show methods of collecting 
and mounting, and has proven an inspira­
tion to many. Eventually it will be fully 
written up and illustrated as a guide to 
those seeking suggestions as to the best 
ways to mount and display their stamps. 

Clarence B1·azer showed a portion of 
his wonderful collection of proofs and 
essays of U. S. stamps. These beautiful 
issues always attract attention and Mr. 
Bt'azer has developed a collection that 
starts with the inception of the idea and 
carries through the various stages of 
sketches, partial designs, color trials and 
proofs, right up to the finished stamp. 

Stephen G. Rich had a very interesting 
collection of Natal which h e made par­
ticu larly interesting by his description of 
the country, where he lived for some 
years. 
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Laur·ence B. Mason completed the se­
ries of displays with pages from his col­
lection of Early Postmasters, Locals and 
Carrier Stamps and New York Cancella­
tions. His know ledge of the subjects in 
which h e is interes ted is profound a nd 
his collection is filled with items of an 
historical and sentimental interest as well 
as of philatelic value. 

20th CEN'rURY U . S. SHOWN KOV. 20, 
1935. 

On this evening, James B . Hehne ex­
hibited a four vo lume collection of 20th 
Century U. S. including both regular and 
commemorative issues from 1901 through 
the Rogers Clark stamp, in specimm1s 
(where they existed), large and small die 
proofs , and reconstructed sheets practi­
cally complete. Among the rarities 
s hown were the le, 2c and 4c Pan Ameri­
can inverts- this last with and without 
"Specimen"; 19 0 2-3 le, 2c and 5c coils, 
the 4c Schermack coil, two of the three 
known pairs, one of them with center 
line, the 5c i.Jpperf in complete position 
blocks, and the $1, $2 and $5 in plate 
11umber strips and blocks of · four ; 1903 
2c imperf horizontally; 2c Lincoln, blue 
paper, reconstructed sheet; large die 
proofs of the 19 0 2 and 19 2 2 series of 
which only two sets of each are known; 
one of six known large die proofs of the 
2c Harding a nd the very rare large di e 
])roofs of the le, 2c and 5c W a lloon issue . 

- R. A. BARRY. 

'l'HEODORE E. STEINWAY EXHIBl'I' 
DEC. 4, 1935. 

On Wednesday, December 4th, Theo­
clo1·e E. Steinwa~· showed his superb col­
lection of New South Wales at the Col­
lectors Club and gave a fine description 
of the chief issues. 

This hig hly specialized collection is 
undoubtedly the finest in America, con ­
taining as it does the whole of the George 
Worthington collection and several oth­
ers that Mr. Steinway bought and amal­
gamated the finest copies of each in this 
glorious whole. 

I took a few brief notes of the best 
items among them: 

Sydney Views. 

ld Plate I, reconstructed plates on yel­
lowish and bluish paper; fine block of 4. 

ld Plate II , reconstructed plate of 25 
types . 

In regard to the two penny stamps, 
!Ur. Steinway pointed out that although 
w e catalog them as different plates, that 
on ly one plate was ever made and that 
this was recut or part r ecut on no leEs 
than seven occasions , but in the follow­
ing descriptions I used the catalog terms. 

2d plate I, Vertical lines. Earlies im­
pressions, 12 types; medium impressions, 
24 types complete; recut bottom row of 
12 complete. 

2d plate II, Soft yellow paper, com­
plete, 2 4 varieties; Hard paper, nearly 
co mplete , 20 varieties; Lower row, re­
touched , 9 varieties. 

2d plate III, complete, 24 varieties. 
2d plate IV, Wove, 22 varieties ; Laid , 

21 varieties. 
2d plate V , Wove, co mplete, 24 varie-

ties; Laid , 9 varieties. 
3d on yellow pape r , 18 varieties. 
3d on bluish-gray paper, 22 varieties. 
In th e 2d's I noted two rare blocks of 

four and several pages of Sydneys on 
covers. 

1851, Lam·eated Heads, No \Vrnk. 

ld, all the major varieties in pairs and 
sLrips. 

2d, the plates nearly complete, includ­
ing the scarce "Stars" in corner, of which 
4 7 varieties were shown. One very rare 
variety was the 2d blue, clean double 
print a ll over and another unusual item 
was the 2d ear ly impression strip of four 
with the full imprint. 

3d, 42 varieties, including a block of 6 
and 2 blocks of 4. 

6d, plate I , two complete plates in 
shades. 

6d , plate II , two plates complete, ~II 
but one va rie ty. 

8d, about 25 varieties, a lso a superb 
pair of 8d and on cover Sd + ld, a soldi­
er's letter to England. 

Registe1·ed. 

~fr. Steinwa\· showed beautiful r econ­
structed plates' of the imperf. in shades 
an d the pe rforated wmk. "6". 

1854 Laureated Heads, \Vatermarked. 

ld , a fine plate including ,blocks and 
pairs. on the plate No. 3 8 is lettered 
PENOE. 

2d and 3d plates complete. 
3d, the rare error wmk. double lined 

"2". 
The large square stamps of 1855 are a 

s uperb lot a nd include three of the 5d, 
two Sd a nd also two Sd (both shades) on 
superb covers. 

1860-63, Pet"f. 12. 

These are a fine lot of unused includ­
ing the rare 8d , a lso 2d retouched used. 

The perf. 13 are an exceptional lot of 
unused with several superb blocks. · 
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P 1·int ings of De La Rue Co. 

A strong lot ve ry co mplete in unused 
a nd u sed . One ite m I do not rem embe r 
to h ave been listed is a fin e used block 
of 6d (Gibbons 217) imperf . between the 
stamps verti call y. 

The 1 885 -8 6 long fiscal stamps sur­
charged for "postage" are a good lot and 
in c lude that r ar ity t he £1 overprin ted in 
blue a nd unused. 

The early stamps unused a r e mounted 
on separate pages and in clude some su­
pe rb unused Sydn eys, such as 2d plate I 
early, a nd so m e lovely la ureated , no 
w mk. with g rand marg ins. 

P 1·oofs and Essays . 

A few pages of these were shown , in­
c luding Sydneys ld block of e ig ht a nd 3d 
in green a nd also in black. 

- C. J. PHILLIPS. 

ATLANTIC ('JTY DISPLAY ON DEC. 18, 
1935. 

On t he a bove evening Jacq ues Ri lchet', 
Ch a irman of the Atlantic City exhibit to 
be h e ld n ext March a nd winner of the 
g r a nd award at the New Jerse~· Stamp 
Exh ibition in Newark, November 21-24, 
r epresented the Atlan t ic City Stamp Cl ub 
an d showed three interesting collections. 

The m eeting was preced ed by a dinner 
at the Chem is ts Club at which Mr. Kil­
ch er was the g u est. 

At th e openin g of th e Club m eeting , 
Laurence B. Mason, President, introduced 
Arthur G. Hall , President of the Ne w 
J e 1·sey P hilatelic F ederation , und er the 
a us pices of which th e Ne w Jersey Exhi­
bition h ad been h eld . After a fe w brie f 
re ma rks , Mr. Hall presen ted Mr. Kil ch e r 
w it h th e gran d t rophy a nd cup which the 
latter h a d won at Newark for bis di sp lay 
of Swiss stamps, a nd a lso presented Clar­
e nce Braze r with the gold cup which his 
co ll ection of Un ited States Proofs had 
won for him in the c lass of exhibits 
w hi ch h a d previous ly won first award in 
national or in ternation a l s h ows. 

Mr. Kilcher th en s h owed a n unusual 
co ll ect ion of Borneo a nd L a buan stamns 
used at t he co rrect time on or ig in a l co;,­
ers made by R. F. Holdzko m. Th e cov­
ers a ddressed in Engli sh , Chinese an d 
Malay were secured from t h e cor r espond­
e nce of Missionaries. 

Ste ph en G. Rich explained the stam p­
less cover collection sent by Albert L . 
Schwarz. Thi s contained an inter estin g 
selection beginning with "straight lines" 
prior to 1800 a nd included Florida and 
Missouri terr itor ies, a Northe rn Liberties 
News Room of Philadelphia, the enclos­
ure dated 1 83 6 a nd a number of scarce 
towns a nd odd postmarks. 

Mr. Kilcher then sh owed his prize win­
ning coll ection of Swiss stamps, w h ich 
contained practically everything listed in 
the catalog and m a n y specialized items 
which were not. In Zurich h e showed 
several cop ies each of the 4 a nd 6rp.; a 
double Gen eva on cover a nd four singles 
with diffe r ent can cellations and a lso e ight 
copies s h owin g va ri eties in the second 
issues· Basie a stamp a nd a proof ; stamps 
of 1 849 -50 cancelled Vand, Winterthur 
a nd Neufchate l ; stamps of the Federa l 
Adm inistration 1 850-52 and various is­
s u es subseq u ent. In covers h e showed 
b isects vario u s fore ign r ates, postage 
dues i;1terned soldi ers mail of 1 87 0, pri­
vate' carri ers used by hote ls on tourist 
mail 187 3 to 18 83, L eague of Nation and 
Pro Juventute a nd a collection o f pos t­
cards . 

Mr. Kilcher was roundly applauded 
an d the m eeting adjourned with the wish­
in g o f th e co mpliments of th e season a ll 
a round. 

- R. A. BARRY . 

FRORDE'S BlUEJ:<~MARREN P R E I S-
BUCH, W ELTAUSGABE, 1936. P u bl. 
Han s F 1·oede, Glaclbach e1· Str. 3 8 , D us ­
seldorf, Ge1·rnan ~-. 

Hans Froed e has just published t he 7th 
Edition of his World Catalog, containing 
640 pages. A lthoug h the text is in Ge r­
ma n, it can eas ily be follow ed due to the 
many illustrations. 

CATALOGO DE SELOS POSTAIS DE 
POR'l 'UGAL E COLONIAS. A . Simeos 
l<~e l'l·eira, 1936 , L isbon , Por t ugal. 

A. Simoes Ferreira has just publish ed 
his 19 3 6 Catalog of th e Stamps of Por­
t ugal and Co loni es. It conta ins 13 6 pp., 
with many illustrations, and will be of 
in te r est to co ll ec tors of these countries. 

CANAD A LARGE CENTS AND SMALL 
CENTS ISSUES. By Scottis h P hil a­
telic Society, Ecl inbtLrgh , Scotland. 

The Scottish Philatelic Society , throu gh 
its Secretary , A. S. P enn , W. S., h as sent 
th e Collecto1·s Club a prin ted copy of 
some notes on the Ca n a da Large Cents 
a.nd Small Cents Issues 1 868 -97, which 
contains some interestin g in for mation for 
spec ia listis in these issues. 

HANDBOOJ( OX PRECANCELJ,ED 
STAMPS, . .\dol f Gunesch , Chicago, Ill. 

This booklet publis h ed by Adolf Gun­
eshh is the best work on Precancelled 
Stamps t h at we have seen. It gives spe­
c ific information on a ll types of Precan­
cels, including both U. S. an d Canada. 
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The First Postmaster General 
of the United States 

(Continu ed from page 48.) 

. Prio~ to h.is selection as Postmaster General, Osgood, according to the 
B10graph1cal Directory of Congress, was the ''first commissioner of the United 
States Treasury, 1785-89." After his selection as Postmaster General, Osgood 
moved to New York City, and held several Federal positions. Osgood served 
as post-office chieftain from September 26, 1789, to August 12, 1791, at which 
time Timothy Pickering was appointed Postmaster General. 

There is no doubt that the Washington Administration Postmaster Gen­
erals should therefore read: Hazard, Osgood, Pickering. Osgood was the first 
regularly appointed Postmaster General, but Hazard franked letters as Post­
master General of the United Sta.tes in the first five months of the first Wash­
ington Administration. 

In this connection the history of the Constitution is also helpful. The 
first written Constit]..1tion which any American community framed for itself was 
the "Fundamental Order of Connecticut" in 1639. The first Constitution of 
the United States was the Articles of Confederation, promulgated in 1777 and 
adoptE'd in 1781. ThE' Constitution of the United States was ratified and came 
into force in 1789. The first Congress met at New York on March 4, 1789. 
The official records ·show th ere was no quorum present, in the Senate or the 
House, and adjournment was had from day to day, until April 6, 1789, when a 
quornm of the Senate appeared. The same routine was followed in the House. 

It might also be interesting to take cognizance of the acfoa.l first official 
minute on ''Free Mail'' as made by Continental Congress. This minute was 
made on November 8, 1775, and created free mailing privileges for the members 
of the Continental Congress and many federal officials. The minute reads: 

''On motion made, Resolved That all letters to and from the delegates of 
the United Co1onies, during the sessions of Congress, pass, and shall be carried 
free of postage, the members having engaged upon their honor not to frank or 
enclose any letters but their own.'' 
ADVERTISE I N THE 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

This Magazine R eaches the 
L eading Collectors of the 
Wo,.zd and the Rates are 
Low. 

Not only stamps but merchandise and services of any 
kind can be advertised to advantage in our 
columns. 

T HE NEXT (APRIL) I ssuE WnJL BE OuT J usT BEFORE THE SHOW. 
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I 
EXHIBITION PIECES 
BRITISH COLONIALS 

I Make a Specialty of 

RARE BRITISH COLONIALS 
of all periods and the pick 
of the market always finds 
its way into my stock. 

* * * * * 
Many of the 

RARITIES 
in the most famous collections 
in the World have been sup­
plied by me- cannot I supply 
you? 

* * * * * 
SELECTIONS SENT ON APPROVAL 

TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD 

* * * * * 
Only stamps in the finest possible condition and at 
reasonable prices will be found in my books. 

* * * * * 
Collectors should write without delay and thus secure some of 
t he choicest items that come on the market. 

* * * * * 
The Cheapest Dealer in the World 

for Rare British Colonials is:-

~~~ T~ ALLEN 
WANSTEAD. 
_. 

5, Blake Hall Road 

LONDON, E. 11. ENGLAND. 
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THIRD INTERNATIONAL 

PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 
NEW YORI( 

MAY 9th to 17th, 1936 

Surely you will want to support this great philatelic enterprise. 
If not already a member of the 

Association for Stamp Exhibitions 
the sponsoring organization, send us your remittance. The dues 
are only $2.00 per year. 

If you contemplate exhibiting your collection and feel in need 
of advice, our participation in both the previous exhibitions of 
1913 and 1926, together with over thirty years general business 
experience is gladly placed at your service for the asking. 

We have an exceptionally fine stock of 

TJnited States and General Foreign 
covering a wide range, from the lower priced items to include 
many world rarities. 

When mounting, might we suggest that the 

"Economist Blank Loose Leaf Album " 
is best for the proper display of your stamps. 

Your enquiries are respectfully solicited. 

ECONOMIST STAMP CO., Inc. ~~~ 
87 Nassau Street New York City 
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Harmer's of Bond Street {London) 
send cordial greetings to all their clients and 
friends, amateitr and professional, and wish 
them all happiness and success for the N ew 
Y ear. 

AUCTION BUYERS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD KNOW THAT 

HARMER'S BOND STREET SALES 
Offer Unusual Opportunities to Acquire Fine Stamps, Both 

Rare and Medium Varieties, Under Conditions of Service 

That Are Unsurpassed. 

• • • • • 
CATALOGUES NOW READY 

OF THE 

BRODERIP COLLECTION 
OF 

OLD ITALIAN STATES 
A Remarkable Collection With All Those "Missing" Items 

you Have Been Looking For. 

• • • • • 
Illustrated Catalognes Gratis to A. P. S . Members . 

• • • • • 

H. R. HARMER 
The " Hind" Auctioneer 

131-134 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON W. I., ENGLAND 
Cab1es : " Pl1i s tan1se l . London" 
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RECOMMENDED LITERATURE 
FOR PHILATELISTS 

Air Stamp Catalogue, Stanley l'fibbons, London, 19 36, 190 pages, illustrated, pape r 
c over ... .... ...... . .... .. ..... ... ..... . .. . ................................. . $ 

Ameri<'a's Story As 'l'old by Postni;·e Stamps by Ed ward M. Allen, 183 page s, cloth 
bound .......... . ... . .......................... . .. .... .. ... ....... ......... . 

Can:uln: S 1,ecin lized Cntnlogue of Cnn:ulinn Air111ail s by Ian C . Morgan, First Edi-
tion, 1931, 64 p ages, illustrate d, pape r cover . . . ...................... . .... . .. . 

C lteck List of the Philatelic Publieations in t h e Engli s h Language lDO!l, 89 pages, 
p a per cover . . . . . . . . ........ .. ....... . ..................... .. . ... ... .. .. ... . 

Colour Guide for Sta m1• Co ll ectors, Stanley Gibbons, London . .................... . 
Con1n1en1orath·e Postug·e St:un1,s ot the Un ited Stntes by Ralph A. Kimbl e , 350 

pages, illustrate d, c loth bound .... . ...... ........... ...... ... ..... . ...... ... . 
Comm emorath •e Stam 1•s of the 'Vorhl by Pre s co tt Hold e n Thorp, 512 pages, illus-

trated, c loth bound . . ............. . . ........... ........ .. .... . ........ ..... . 
Contra ct Air l\lail Routes, Am e rican Air Mail Soci e ty, 1~0 pages, illustrate d, pape r 

cove r .. . . .... . ..... . .... . .. . ....... ... . . ................................. . 
Cyclo1•edia of U nitetl States Postmarks & Postal History, Volum e II, by Delf Norona, 

illustrated , c loth bound .... . .. .. .. . . . .... .. . .... ........ . .................. . 
Deutscllland, S 1•ec ialh:ed Catalogue, 1D3G, by Wrona, 114 page s, illustrate d, p aper 

cove r .... . ................... . ....... . ............................... . ..... . 
F irst Americ:n1 Philatelic Con i;·ress, ID:l5, contai ns full t e xts of all pape rs, 60 pages 
First Issues of A ustria and l.on1ltartly -'r enf"tia 1850-1858, by P. F. D e -Fra nk, 78 

p ages, illu s trate d , p a p e r bound . ..... ........ . .. . .. . . ........ .. ... . .......... . 
Genera l Catalogue of U nitetl States Postmarks by D e lf Noron a, 110 pages , illus-

tra ted, pape r cover . . . .. . ......................................... ... . . ..... . 
Geoi;·ra 1•l1y & Sta m1•s by K e nt B . Stil e s, 329 p a ges, illust r a t e d, cloth bound ........ . 
Historical Reference l~ ist of tl1e Re"\•enue St;uu1u~ of the U nitetl Stutes, Comp il ed by 

th e Boston Philatelic Soci e ty, 423 page s , pap e r cove 1· ........ ... ... ..... . 
How to Arr:111ge anti 'Vrite-u1• a Stmn1• C oll ... ction b y Stanley Phillips, 64 page s, 

illustrated, c loth bound . . .... . ... ..... . ... . .... . ... . . . .. . ........... . ... . . . 
How to Build a Stamp Collection by Pre scott Thorp, 113 p a g e s, illustrate d, cloth 

bound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . ... . .. . . . ........... ..... .... ..... . 
Introduction to A dvanced P hil:itely by Al e xand e r J. Seti, 130 p a g e s, illustrate d , cloth 

bound ......... .. .... .. .... .. . . ...... .. .... ... . . .... . ................ . .... . 
Hississi1>1•i S team boa tin' by H e rbe rt a nd Edward Qu ick, 3 42 page s, c l oth bound . .. . 
Post;tg;e Stn 1111t lnYt"ntory, U nited Stntes of A111erica, Barr ..... .. ......... . 
Postal Sen·ice of the Confetlerate States of A m erica by August Di e tz, 439 p ages, 

illustrated, $10.00 . Library styl e . . ............ . . . ............ . ............. . 
Relief Breaks on the 2c Sta1111• of ISDO U . S., by F . E. Sta nton, Jr., 18 page s, illus-

trate d, pape r cover . . . .... . . . ... ... ............... . .......... ... ....... . 

:~~~~~ .!: ~n;;•ii! s~~~·~~~s~•;• :;i o': · .~~ 58ri ~.1: ~J~1ic~f.f :~k~ 11 ~ ~!: r~~~;,;i1~i1~~~~e~? v:i1~·i ~f ;,; ;~ ,:k: 
en.ausg;aben ,~on lSHH-1872 by Dir. H e inri c h B i rnbach , 55 pages , pape r c ove r 
(Ge rman T e xt) ............................ . . .. ........ .. . . ......... . . . . . ... . 

Stanttt Atlas antl Di c tionnry, Rand McNally . . ..... .... . . . .. .............. . ....... . 
Stam1• Collect iuµ; by Stanl ey Phillips, 306 pages, illustrate d, c l oth bound . . ... . .. . . . 
Stnm1> Coll ecting· for ProHt b y R a lph A. Kimql e , 67 page s, p a p e r cover ........... . 
Sta1111• Ro111:u1ccs by Albe rt F. Kunz e, 23 pages, pape r cove r ...... . ..... .. ... .. .. . . 
Stmn 11s by Kent B. Sti l es, 374 page s , illustrated. c loth b o und . .. ... .. .. ... . .... . .. . 
Stnm 1•s As An Investment by R. D . McGuffin, 192 pages , c loth bound ...... .. . . 
S t:rn11•s of Great Price by Nevil e Stock e n , 238 pages. illustra t e d, c loth bound 
Sfa m1•s of ])Jany J, ands by Sigmund I. Rothschild, 135 page s, illustra t e d. c loth bound 
Stmulartl Airiwst Cntalo;:;ue 1D31. publ ish e d by Th e B e rkshire Exc h a nge ........ . 
Stmul:irtl Cataloi;·uc of Air Pos t Stamps, 1D3U. Sanabria, 433 p a g es, illu s tra t e d, cloth 

b o und. . . . .... .. ........... . ... .. .. ... .. . ...... ... ............ . .......... . 
Stolen Stu11111s, A Philatelic Ro1nance, by J. Brace Chitte nd e n, 1 00 pages, p a p e r cov -

e r, $1.00; c l oth bou nd . . . . . . . . . ..... . .. . ......... . ... . ....... . .. . 
U . S. 1887 3 Cent Vcl'milion by Dr. H. A. Davis, 22 pages, p ape r cover 
U nite cl States E 1we l o1•es 103:l b y J. M. Bartels, 38 pages, p a p e r cove r .. . . . ........ . 
U nited States 1851-1SS7 3<> St:1111 1.•s by Dr. C a rroll Chase, 370 p a g es, illu s tr a t e d , c loth 

bound, $7.50; d e luxe e dition l eath e r bound .... . . ..... . 
U nited States: Notes on the U nitecl States 'l'welve Cen t Stam11 of lSi'il-5'7 by Lt. Col. 

J. K . Tracy and Stanl ey B. Ashbrook, illustrated, p a p e r c ove r ..... 
U nited States: rrhe 'l~y 11es nntl Plntes of tlte U . S . One Cent 1851-18.!')7 by Sta nl ey B. 

Ashbrook, illustrate d, pape r cover . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . .... . . .. ... . ........ . 
U nitc>cl States Postai;·e Stam11s of th" 'l'we ntieth Ceutnr)' by Max G. Johl, Volum e 

III Air Post, " t c. Pre paid ord e rs b e for e publi cation e ntitl e d to a uthor's auto -
g1·aph .................. . . ........... .......... . ... . ... . .. . .... . . .. .... .. .. . 

U nited States C oin Rook by Augustus Wilfred D e llqu e st, illustrate d, c l oth bound .. . 
'\' ar Sfam 1>s of Salonika aml Lon i;· Island by Fre d J . M e lvill e , 48 pages, illustra t ed, 

JJ a p e r c ove r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... .. ......... . ...................... . . 
WeJJs. Fa•·j!."o ... ~ Co.'s H:tntlst:untts antl Fr:n1ks b y Dr. Victor 1\1. B e rthold, 85 p ages , 

illustrate d , pap e r cover . ... ..... ..... ............ . ............. . ......... . .. . 
"\Vho's "\Vl>0 In Philately, Edite d by Alb e rt H . H a rris, Twe lfth Edition, 19 35, p a p e r 

c over . 

PretHticl orders 1l e live1·etl free in the U nitt"«l Stntel"O. 

EUGENE KLEIN 
200 South 13th Street, Philadelphia , Pa. 
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OOLLEOTORS OLUB PHILATELIST v 
NETHERLANDS 
The Rare Marine Insurance Stamps, 1921 

Scott 401 to 407- l 5c to l gulden, 
Complete Mint Set of Seven $9.00 

FRANCE 
Balloon Post Covers- 1 870 Siege of Paris 

Flown and franked with 20c blue, very fine- $2.50 

GREAT BARRIER ISLAND 
Pigeon Post- All Varieties in Stock 

SPECIAL OFFER: 
1899 Triangular, 6d blue , mint $1 .75 1899 Triangular, 1 /. red, mint $5.00 

Approval selection 

GREECE AND TURKEY 
We have made large purchases at the sales of the Beckton and Colonel Wilson collections 
of these countries, and should be pleased to hear from collectors who are seeking rare and 
unusual items. 

Seli, Pemberton & Co., Ltd. 
12 South Molton Street LONDON, W. 1, ENGLAND. 

Cables SEFIPEM-LONDON 
PERCY G. DOANE 

608-9 Tribune Bldg. 

154 Nassau St., New York City 

---0,---

AUCTION SALES A SPECIALTY 

CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 



VI COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST 
A Large Comprehensive Stock of 

19th CENTURY STAMPS OF THE WORLD 
Especially strong in the elusive, hard-to-get , items 
for which SPECIALISTS have been searching for 
years. 

~-----lL.!..!..:..-Send Us Your----· 

WANT LIST 
whether small or large and let us show you 
how completely we can serve you and at 
reasonable prices. 

We will submit items desired on 
approval to those furnishing customary commer­
cial references. 

HOMAN, KRASSA CO., Inc. 
116 Nassau Street New York, N. Y. 
THE HOUSE OF 

GODDEN 
CLASSIC STAMPS 

Special is ts in the Old Classic 
stamps issued before l 880. 
We are anxious to buy any­
thing fine in pairs, blocks, 
strips or on covers. 

F.G.ALBUMS 
Sixty per cent. of the British 
Exhib itors at the Vienna Inter­
national Exhibition used these 
albums. Prices from 7 / 6 to 
50/ -. Write for ful I particu­
lars and sample leaves. 

GODDEN'S GAZETTE 
The Best Illustrated Stamp Magazine 

Godden's Gazette is published nine times a year, monthly, Oct.­
June, for a nominal subscription of 2sh6d. per annum. 

FRAN!( GODDEN Ltd. 
359 Strand LONDON, W. C. 2, ENGLAND 



C OLLECTORS CLUB PHI LATEL I ST Vil 
COLSON of BOSTON 
suggests that during this pe riod of m easu r ed r ecove ry in world coJDJllerce , 
if your reduce d b u d get docs not permit the u sual additions to yow· collec­
tion , that you become be tte r acquainted with the stamps you already possess 

by r em ountin g the m in the album o f the connoisseur-

Colson's 
Classic 

Bound In ftnest Hor oeeo L e ather, el otb s ides t o mnteb , In R oynl Red or Nnvy Blue, 
Ornamente d In c h a•te G r eek d esign. T e leseople P eg Type b inde r w h leh p e rmit• 
r e mov al of any o n e l eaf witho ut dl•turbl n g the o thers. lnelndes ftfty h n nd mnde 
paper leave•, 0%x10 % lne hes, e a e h wi th plate s unk l mpre••lon nnd gold e dged, 
fi tted n ·U h M11 1tertr n n s1utrent interJe,..~· in-=-· Price Sl ';.50. d e liver ed Jtost f r ee in U. S. 
S P ECI AL ALBI:ll F O R SHEETS. moun t ing s urfnee 10'U x14 l n ehes, n lso b o u n d In 
fl1u •st lU o r o<'co lea t h e r. c loth s ides t o n1n tch . in :!\"n,·y B lue o nly, 125.00 p er , ·o tun1e . 

WARREN H. COLSON, 581 Boylston St., Boston 17, Mass., U. S. A. 
T e l e phone: Kenmore 6624 Cab le A ddress : " ' Vnreolson, B oston ' ' 
Notwithstanding That 

HARMER ROOKE'S 
Fame as AUCTIONEERS has spread to the four corners of the 
Globe, or at any rate throughout the FIVE CONTINENTS o-f the 
WORLD- Yet it may be YOU have not yet availed yourself of 
their services. 

HARMER ROOKE'S 
have been established 35 years, selling during that period over 
one million lots. THEY want YOUR custom TOO. 

SO if )-o u ha ve a VALUABLJ<j COI,J,EC'l 'ION , g r eat rarities or a 
m edium coll ection you will r eceive t h e same courtesy from 

HARMER ROOKE'S 
THE Y ARE SELLING THE F AMOU S 

H IND 1c BRITISH GUIANA 
On October 31 , together with other world rarities. 

1Yl'it e now for srnrvenii' ca talogue to 

HARMER ROOKE & CO., Ltd. 
Derwent House Galleries, 2 Arundel St., Strand, London, England 



VIII C OL LE CTORS C LU B PHIL A T EL IST 
FOR UNUSUAL ITEMS IN 

AIRMAIL STAMPS 
As Well as Fine 

SETS, 
RARITIES 

and 

COLLECTIONS 
see 

EMIL BRUECHIG 
A irmail Stamps E xclttsively 

522 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Let me help you when preparing your collection for the 1936 
International Exhibition. 
 

Boston Auction Sales 

I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 
glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for them. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B.N.A. which 
I will buy for cash outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis. If desired, a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

~~~ D A N I E L F . K E L L E H E R 

7 Water Street Room404 Boston, Mass. 
L. __________________ __.



COLLECTORS CLUB P HILATELIST IX 
Artistically ananged pages held in a 
handsome, strong, fabricoid sprin g -back 
binder make up the Poole SENSIBLE 
album for United States stamps. 

Cl) • •• 

P la nn ed for t h e c o ll ector of average 
nieans, this a l bum prov id es a goal of com­
pleten e ss that is not imposs ib l e, an d yet 
t h e re a.r e spaces for a ll importa nt stand­
ard var iet ies. It costs but a on e - ce nt 
s tamp to invest igate for a sample page , 
a nd the large d escripti ve prospectus is 
fre e on r equ est. 

• 0 • • 

"\.V h y n ot " 'r i te :u ul htvestig·ate today? 

Price $3.00 Express paid 
fl • • • 

Supplement A for Co ils and Impe rfs. in 
PAIRS, 50c extra 

Supplement B for Exhibit io n Sheets, 40c 
extra 

Quadr ill e page s to m atch 50c for 25 
G lass in e she ets for protect ion 25c for 25 
Kodapak she ets for pro t ection' 50c for 25 
Fabri co id case to m atch albu~ . $1.00 

0 fl • • 

B. w. H. POOL E 
607 Merritt Bldg. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Stamp Collectors! Write for 
This Valuable Free Offer! 

All for !Oc to Cover Mailing Expenses: (!) T wo 
fin e free set s (one of them an airmai l set) with a 
catalog value of $ 1 o r morel (2) Stamp Finder (en­
ables you to tell at a glance the country to which any 
stamp belon gs! ) ; Stamp Collector's D ictionary (de­
fines a ll the p hilate lic terms in common use); and 
illustrat ions and pi ctures of tbe T en Rarest Stamps 
of the World; ( 3) Profusely il lustra ted Annual Cat­
alog li sting at economical prices "everything for the 
stamp collector"; (4) 64-page illu strated catal og of 
United States, British North America f.:f Better Cradt 
Foreign Stamps; ( 5) Our beautifu ll y illu strated 
booklet, Stories fro m Postage Stamps f.:f H ow to Start 
a Stamp Collection. An att ractive approval selection 
will also be included. Address your request for the 
above, w ith lOc to cover mailing expenses, to -

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
Everything for the Stamp Collector 

Dept. 7, 108 Mass. Ave., Boston 
AUCTIO N SALES 
ON 

AIR MAIL 
AND 

UNITED STATES STAMPS 
HELD REGULARLY. 

Catalogues Sent Free Upon Request. 

\ Vorld's Leaders In 

AIR MAIL STAMPS 
Supply Every Possible 'Vant. 

WE ARE IN THE MARKET FOR IDGH 
GRADE COLLECTIONS. 

Sanabria 's Air Post Journal 
n :eeps Dealers and Collectors Informed 

on 

AIR POST STAMPS 
Supplemental To 

Standard Catalogue of Air 
Post Stamps 

1936 Edition- De Luxe Bomid- $2.50 

NICOLAS SANABRIA, INC. 
17 E. 42nd St., . New York City 
FINE u. s. 
F OR AUCTION 

Next Sale 
January 22-23 , 1936 

1200 Lots 
19th & 20th Century 

MINT & USED 
SHEETS 

WHOLESALE 

(A Fine Collection of Proofs 
Broken Up ) 

\\Trite if ~·ou desire catalogu e or have 
material you wish to dispose of. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

UPTOWN STAMP CO. 
140C W. 42nd St. , N. Y. City 



x GOLJ,EGTORS CLUB PHIL ATELIST 
All 

British Colonial 

JUBILEES 
HAVE REEN DISTRIB UTED 
AT NORMAL RATES BY 

The 

New Issue Service 
11

1 111111 

1 \[~_ 
P cl1'tic1dars F rom 

R. ROBERTS 
Dealer in Rare Stamps and !111porter of 

New Issues 

430 STRAND LONDON 
I POSSESS 
FINE 

COLLECTIONS 
Of Most Countries, 

Each stamp priced separatel y. 
with great rarities included. 

ALSO A l<' F:W 

Specialixed Collections 
of countries. 

Sn, let me know what you want, 
qii·inq, of course, th e usu,al 

references . 
- : - :-

STUART J. ANDERSON 
4 Berkeley Mansions 

64 Seymour St., Portman Sq. , 
London, 1, England 
FORTY YEARS ON 
Wh e n o ur first a dve rtise m e nt a ppear­

ed in 189 5 w e h a d no experie nce and 
but a s m a ll stock . The years have in­
cr eased both a nd today w e a r e a ble to 
satisfactorily m eet the r equire m e nts of 
beginners , or th e most a dvanced spe­
cialists in 

ANY STAMPS OF ANY COUNTRY 
Exct>pting R ecen t I ssu es 

A want list or no te of r equirem ents 
of a n y d escript ion has care ful a tte ntion 
a nd we can gen e rall y send somethin g. 

Tn our reco rd s of a g e n e i·ation , th e r e 
a r e v e r y 111any c on1 pJim e nta1· y 1e tte 1· s 
from a ll c l a sses of c o l l ec tors a nd 
d ea le rs w h o h a v e bought fro n1, or 
so ld t o u s . O ur stock h as b ee n form­
e d by th e pu1·ch ase of s e v e ra l i n1-
porta nt d eal e r s' entire stocks, world­
fa m e d c o ll ec t i o n s, great rariti es, and 
countl ess l ots of a v er a g e importa n c . 
With a m pl e c ash resources 've a r e 
open to consid er offers of a n y c l a Rs 
of stamps. 

BRIDGER & KAY. LTD. 
170 Strand, London, W. C. 2 , Eng. 
Whitfield l(ing' s 

New Issue Service 
Embraces the Whole World 

F AMOUS 
OR 
IFTY 

YEARS 
Ask f OI' d escriptive leaflet and 

Ol'der fo1'm. 

Do You Subscribe to the 

Philatelic Bulletin? 
It costs onl)· 36 cents JWl' annum and . 
is worth it. R emit in unused Com­
n1e1no1·a tive stainps . 

WHITFIELD KING & CO. 
Ipswich , England 

Est:ob li s l1 e d 1 8 6!1. 



COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST XI 
CUBA 1910 
HAVE YOU 

THE INVERTFD CENTERS? 
We Offer Them Unused 

No.239a 1c g·l'ee:n & vio let . . .. $3.75 

No. 240a 2 c car111ine & gc·ee n . . 35.00 

No. 244a 10c brown & b lu e ... . 87.50 

No. 554a toe Special D eli very . . 62.50 

These a r e a ll in ve ry fin e condition 
except the 2 cent , of which th e r e w a s 
only one sh eet, and this w as off cen t­
e r ed . 

NASSAU STAMP Co. 
68 Nassau Street 
New York, N. Y. 
W. T. WILSON 
Sutton Coldfield ROY .\ I. 

HOITSE ENGLAND 

( fo1·11 u.~-._·I)' l _S l .. iv iu g:stone Road, Hnntls­
\\"Cn·th , U ir111ing·l1:trn. ) 

• • 0 • 

Specialist Dealer in Stamps Used 
On Original Covers, 

OO'l'H 01.D AND NE"' ISSUES, AND IN 
'l'HE C LASSICAL ISSUES OF 

MEXICO 
A n importa nt r e s e rve stoc k o f l\IEXICO 
is no w b e in g pri ced up, an d n1ad e avail­
ab le for t h e fi r st t im e ,- C hoi ce A 1>1H"o,·al 
Sel ectious :t1-"e .A.Ynilnble. 

• • • • 
'l'HE PIHLATELIC ARRO\ V INDIC ATORS 
are u s e d in m a n y o f t h e l e a ding c o ll ec­
t ions , a nd draw a t t e n t io n t o s m a ll d e t a il s 
in stan1ps eas il y ove rloo k e d . 

Prict" 1 / l Y2 d 1•e1-0 100 i•ost tl:tid. 

• • • • S u ppli e d in W hite , R e d , B l u e, Y e llow o r 
G r ee n , g u m m e d r e a d y for u s e . O r 100 
each in 5 di ffe i'e nt co l o r s f o r 5sh . p ost 
fr ee . Sam p le s s e n t fr e e o n rece ip t of 
s t a mpe d a ddre sse d <e n v e l op e , 

• • • • 
The Silver Jubilee Sets for The 44 

Crown Colonies, 
I C:t n S n1•1•I Y lllost of r11l1ese in Fi n est 

Pos1:11b Lst•d Co ruli tion on Co-vers. 
A_sk for List. 
SCHAUB El( 
STAMP ALBUM 

Known all over the World. 
-0-0-

also 

BLANK ALBUMS 
- 0 - 0-

"DIE POST" 
The Large German Collectors 

Magazine. 
Price Lis t 96 a n d Specimen Copr Free. 

- 0-0-

C. F. LUECKE 
PUBJ. ISHERS 

Leipzig 0.5 
JOSLING & CO. 
76 Strand 

(Adjoining Shell Mex House) 

!LONDON, W. C. 2 

(England ) 
- 0 - 0-

Philatelic Experts & Dealers in 

RARE STAMPS 
-0- 0-

Specialists in the Early 

IMPERF. ISSUES 
AND 

CLASSICS 
OF ALL 

COUNTRIES 
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NOW READY! 
Volume 3 

UNITED STATES STAMPS 
OF THE 20th CENTURY 

by 

MAX C. JOHL 

This volume covers the regular issues of United 

States stamps from 1922 to 1934. Shows i I lus­

trations of designs prepared but not used , as well 

as drawings showing varieties. 

Airmai I and Parcel Post issues are covered com­

pletely. 

A chapter on how United States stamps are print­

ed , with a series of plate layouts prepared by 

Walter R. Stevens. 

Index to the volume prepared by Arthur W . Deas. 

Price per copy $3 .50 

H. L. LINDQUIST 
100 Sixth Avenue ~R~ New York, N. Y. 

/ '.
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WE ARE BUYERS 
OF ALL CLASSES OF STAMPS 

AND WE PAR'.rICULARLY NEED 

Pre-Stamp Covers of the Whole World 
Up to 1820 or the Empire up to any date. 

• • • • • • 
Stampless Covers of the Empire 

• • • • • • 
Stamps on Covers of the Whole W9rld 19th Century 

Essays, Proofs, Color Trials and Specimens of the Empire 
(We recently disposed of thirty thousand dollars worth of these and have the atten­
tion of this particular market). 

• • • • • • 
Specialized Collections 

Of which we have customers waiting for Capes, Canada, Falklands, Gambia, India, 
Leeward Islands (all), Newfoundland, St. Lucia, Western Australia and of course 
Great Britain; our clients for foreign would take Belgium, France, German States, 
Holland, United States as well as many others. 

• • • • • • 
Ceneral Collections 

Are sorely needed and we can do with quite small lots and there is no limit a.t the 
othei• end; we have one valu«ifd client of the old school, an ancient mariner, who 
would spend up _to $8000 on an old time collection full of stamps even ' it of mixed 
quality providing there were a few rarities in poor to good condition; a good Foreign ICJ 
collection up to $10,000 is wanted by another buyer who is a little more particular. 

• • • • • • 
Single Rarities 

Of all the Colonies are wanted and we have orders for the Cape errors, Canada 12d., 
Newfoundland 1/- and others of similar 01· lesser rank. 

• • • • • • 
War Stamps 

When rare or eITors used are needed. 

• • • • • • 
Air Stamps -

Are wanted by a few of the intelligensia who will take the Newfoundland Hawker 
on cover, Alcock inverts, mint and used and the imperf. betweens. 

• • • • • • 
We are buyers for cash, our Bankers being quite accommodating, but fl we do not 
want an item or collection for stock our commission department will handle the 
goods for you to great advantage. WE ARE BUYERS! 

• • • • • • 
THE REGENT ST AMP CO., Ltd. 

Managing Director: RoBsoN LOWE 
Member of the A. P . S., Collectors Club, etc, 

96 RECENT STREET LONDON, ENCLAND 
Unities: Stomp-London. 
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THEODORE CHAMPION 
Expert and Publisher 

PARIS 13, RUE DROUOT PARIS 

STAMP COLLECTORS? Send us your 

~~WANT LISTS~~ 
Our LARGE STOCK, which we al'e continually adding to, makes it possible for us to supply practically THE WHOLE 
01'' YOUR WANTS AT A LOW COST by pl'icing each stamp net on the basis of our COST PRICE. 

If Your Efforts to Procure Hard-to-Cet Stamps Have Proved in Vain-TRY US. 
\Ve only deal in first-class stamps, which are guaranteed genuine. 

The mol'e valuable stamps, will, on l't->quest, be signed by us on the back. 

A specimen copy of my Illustrated Bulletin Mensuel, with a new issue chronicle, many interesting articles and a large 
list of stamps offered at bargain prices is sent free to each applicant. Yearly subscription to same Fcs. 10.-

THEODORE CHAMPION 
Expert and Publisher 

PARIS 13, RUE DROUOT PARIS 
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