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Auetion Agenda 

For the Fall 

• British & General Foreign 
The very complete, 30-volume collection 

formed by Philip W. Wrenn, Jr., of Palisades, 

N.Y. 

• Large Dealer's Stock 
Practically all countries, but very strong in 

UNITED STATES, especially Mint Sheets. 

Comes from Kentucky. 

• British Empire, Foreign 
Part 11 of the collection formed by the late 

Michael A. Dyer of Belmont, Mass. 

Ask for catalogues today if you are not on our list. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 

,___ ____ -'I 



If Your Collection Is For Sale 

Please Remen1ber 

ONE OF T H E 

LEADING BUYERS OF 

U. S. and Foreign 
is in New Orleans 
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NOW ON §ALE 

A N ew CoHe ctors Club Handbook 

EARLY AMERICAN 

PERFORATING MACHINES 

AND PERFORATIONS 

1857-1867 

By Winthrop S. Boggs 
33 Pages .... 20 Illustrations .... Price $1.00 

This booklet contains the study originally published 
in this magazine (Vol. XXXIII, Nos. 2-3) along with 
further information added. 

Collectors interested in the early stamps of the 
United States, Argentine, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa 
R ica, Hawaii, M exico, N ew Brunswick, N ewfoundland, 
N icaragua, Nova Scotia, Peru and Salvador should con­
sult this study because those issues were products of 
American Printing firms , the stamps being perforated 
by the same machines. 

Mr. Boggs, recognized for his Newfoundland and 
Canada books, was praised by many philatelists here 
and abroad for the wealth of new information that he 
had found on perforating when the original articles 
were published. 

THE CO·LLECTORS CLUB 

22 East 35th Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . . Our more than 800 Members are 

pledged to serve you wel I. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We f irmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
116 Nassau Street £ New York 38, N. Y. 
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POPULAR ALBUMS FOR YOUR COLLECTING PLEASURE 

AMERICAN ALBUM FOR REGULAR 
POSTAL ISSUES ..... ....... .................. $4.50 

Spaces for a ll r egular issues from the first stamps 
of 1847 t hrough the current presidential series, plus 
airmail 1 postage due, special delivery. Confederate 
states, du ck s tamps, etc. Omits the early .. Special 
Printings," re- issues and limited printings, allowing 
every collector the opportunity of filling practically 
every space provided. (3 lbs.) 

AMERICAN COMMEMORATIVE 
STAMP ALBUM ............................ $4.65 

Spaces for every Commemorative from t he Columbian 
issue of 1893 through the last stamp of 1953. Sup­
p lements are issued a nnually. Each page telJs the 
stor ies of people a nd events that have m ade Ameri .. 
can history. (3 lbs .) 

AMERICAN PLATE BLOCK ALBUM-
1919 - 1937 ········· ··· ···· ····· ··· ·········· $4.00 

Spaces for all Commemorative plate blocks from the 
Victory issue of 1919, through t he T erritorial series 
of 1937, a nd all Air Mail from 1918 t h rough 1951. 
(3 lbs.) 

AMERICAN PLATE BLOCK ALBUM-
1938 - 1953 .. ........ ..... .. .. ... ..... ....... $4.25 

Spaces for a ll Regular and Commemorative stamps 
from the P residential issue of 1938 through the last 
s tamp of 1953. Supplements are issued each year. 
(3 lbs.) 

FIRST DAY COVER ALBUM .... .... ... . $3 .00 
Each page is attractively framed a nd d ecorated. The 
hig h quality sh eets provided will mount eighty cover s. 
The binder is a t h ree r ing, black Morocco grain, 
quality Fabrikoid. s tamped in gold, and comes with 
a two color jacket (3 lbs. ) 

WORLD-WIDE STOCK BOOK ... .... ..... $3.50 
Wit h ten 8¥., " x 11" cloth reinforced stock sheet s, 
w hich w ill store h undreds of loose stamps. Every 
collector can use it for sorting, storin g of duplicates, 
or a conven ient way of carrying a large number of 
stamps without mix ing. In a three ring black 
Morocco grain, Fabrikoid binder. A two color jacket 
lends attractiveness to your book. (3 lbs.) 

ALL PURPOSE QUADRILLED ALBUM .. $3.00 
Contains forty, high quality lightly quadrilled sheets, 
w ith boxed space at top. to put in n a m e of country, 
f or collectors who prefer to plan t heir own stamp 
a lbums. The binder is a three ring. black Morocco 
grain , quality Fabrikoid, and com es in a n a ttractive 
two color jacket. (3 lbs.) 

STANDARD BINDER .... ....... ........... .... $2.00 
Three ring, black Morocco grain , F abrikoid binding, 
suitable for any type of collecting. (2 lbs.) 

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN. - Beyond Delivery Area Add .35c for Shipping Charges. 

- Available at These Leading Stamp Departments -

Marshall Field & Compa n y 
Collector's Stamps & Coins 
CHICAG O 90, ILLINOIS 

Rich's Stamp & Coin Dept. 
ATLANTA 2, GEORGIA 

Kaufm ann'• Stamp & 
Coin Dept. 

PITTSBURGH, PENN. 

CIMBELS FAMOUS STAMP DEPARTMENTS 
33rd Street at Broadway 
New York 1, New York 

Ninth at Market Streets 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

West Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee 3, Wis. 
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Editorials 

FIPEX and The Collectors Club 

Before we know it, Spring, 1956 will be 
upon us, marking another great event for 
philately in the United States. On April 28, 

1956, The Fifth International Philatelic Ex­
hibition (abbreviated n ame FIPEX) will be 
unveiled on the finest stage possible, the new 
New York City Coliseum. Philately in this 
country can lift its head with pride realizing 
that one of our great new expos ition halls chose 
philately for one of its inaugural shows. All 
the high-p ressure selling means would have 
been ineffect ive, if those in charge of the new 
Coliseum had thought philately represented 
a slight interest for the public. 

Some have asked :-Why an International 
Philatelic Exhibition in the United States 
every decade? The answer need not be long 
nor complicated . Philately is world-wide. 
Many countries like to place it upon display. 
With its strong attraction to millions, people 
like to see for themselves exactly the mag­
netism of stamp collecting. Consequently 
since the United States has become one of the 
world 's leade rs, American philately must be 
exhibited m keeping with our country's 
premier position. 

FIPEX must be st aged in the American 
way-"of the people, by the people and for 
the people". International Philatelic Exhi­
bitions of other countries rely upon gove rn­
ment subsidy from 100% government financed 
to a lesser percentage. Philately and phi­
latelists in the United States undertake and 
underwri te their International Philatelic Ex-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, N
hibitions. The United States Government is 
a participant, which is appreciated for its 
importance. 

Unless one is in a position to observe 
closely the planning and administration of an 
International Philatelic Exhibition, he can­
not appreciate the immensity of the job. 
Years before 1956 through The Association 
Fo1· Stamp Exhibitions, a group of collectors 
and dealers meet to plan far in advance. Most 
everyone se rves philately upon a voluntary 
basis. As the time of the Exhibition nears, 
the activity accele ra tes so that the demands 
upon the volunteers are so great that their 
services are given at a sacrifice to their own 
occupational ac t1v1t1es. Furthermore, few 
realize th at incidental expenses like telephone 
calls and correspond ence are borne by these 
voluntary workers. Frequently the tot al will 
be quite a substanti al sum. 

And here is where th e Collectors Club's 
name can be injected into the picture. Prac­
tically every leading light and worker for 
FIPEX is a member of this Club. Further­
more, the leaders in The Association For 
Stamp Exhibitions are almost exclusively past 
or present officers or governors of The Col­
lectors Club. In addi tion , most of the plan­
ning activity takes place right here at 22 East 
35th Street, New York City. Shortly The 
Association For Stamp Exhibitions will set up 
its he adquarters here with a staff of workers. 

FIPEX is anticipated as an outstanding 
success. Therefore every member of The 
Collectors Club can take just pride in the 
fact that your club is serving philately in the 
United States so well. It is a big job. And 
to do the job well, the major credit must go 
to this Club and its members. (H. M. G.) 
O. IV 



EDITORIALS 
Competitive Philateliy 

Those who show, judge or stage philatelic 
exhibitions do take them seriously. Since 
most exhibits have many more losers than 
winners, the majority seem often to wonder 
why they fail. So the following points have 
been suggested to be brought into print for 
the majority's constructive guidance. 

First of all, one must not lump all phila­
telic exhibitions as similar. Instead he must 
know that some exhibitions have far stronger 
competition than others. One must not over­
look this grade of competition by believing 
that a gold medal collection in one exhibition 
automatically earns similar honors in others. 
Furthermore, there is section competition 
which is far different from the open type. In 
a section, a collection has only to be the best 
in its group. In an open competition, a sec­
tion winner may rank far lower, because it 
is far inferior to several collections in other 
sections. All exhibitors must read the rules, 
which unfortunately far too few do, to know 
how the collections will be judged. 

Another matter to be considered is the 
scope of an exhibit. In this time of intense 
specialization, many collections show only a 
small segment of philately. First of all, some 
groups are much easier to collect than others. 
Secondly, there are many ways of collecting 
stamps; unused singles, multiple pieces, can­
cellations, errors, varieties, covers, postal 
markings, revenues, essays, proofs and postal 
history. The hard core of philately is the 
postage stamp. The rest border upon it. So 
the closer an exhibit comes to representing 
the whole of philately, the better its rating. 
A collection that comprehensively shows most 
of the segments in philately will always out­
rank a strong collection that is highly 
specialized within a narrower orbit. 

Another point is the matter of write-up 
and description. One must understand that 
the artistry on an album page is merely the 
frosting on the cake. Elaborately mounted 
pages are always admired, but one must look 
further to the stamps. Just as an off-color, 
badly flawed gem stone can be improved by 
an attractive mounting, often a mediocre col­
lection of stamps will be enhanced by display 
upon artistic album pages. But even were 
the work that of a fine artist, if the stamps 
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shown are not top grade, an award will not 
be given. 

This leads to the next matter of the ques­
tion of write-up. Definitely the measure is 
not quantitative. There is, however, no set 
pattern for proper guidance. If one possesses 
a knowledge of stamps, it will be shown in 
the exhibit. One or two descriptive sen­
tences can evidence it. But the lack of phila­
telic knowledge is often too apparent, which 
few realize. When one sees a repaired or 
cleaned copy, a counterfeit, a reprint, a re­
perforated stamp, a fake cover or cancella­
tion , then an exhibit is marked down in re­
spect to philatelic knowledge. The unpleas­
ant truth is th at far too many collections are 
being exhibited replete with these so-called 
album weeds. 

Another factor in competition is proper 
classification. All too often the exhibitor 
shows a rare shade or paper variety of a 
stamp, or a fancy cancellation, not classified 
correctly. When philatelic judges are knowl­
edgable authorities, they can spot these wrong 
classifications easily. Time and again col­
lections with very valuable stamps are ex­
hibited with far too many of these wrong 
classifications. r othing done in competition 
will mark down a collection quicker than 
such mistakes. 

Those not winning are prone to blame the 
judges for illusionary prejudices such as a 
bias against modern stamps, postal history, 
revenues, proofs, topicals, or other reasons. 
There may be one judge who favors early 
classics, does not understand topical collect­
ing or holds a very slight interest in postal 
history. But a competent, well-rounded 
Board of Judges will offset the favoritism of 
one individual. And such is the case with 
most exhibits, the selection of judges being 
very carefully made to insure the best pos­
sible group having collectively a great general 
fund of philatelic knowledge. 

All the foregoing advice is not to be taken 
as gospel. No one should think that, if he 
followed exactly every word in this writing, 
he will win a gold medal the next time he 
exhibits. The matter of winning still depends 
upon the individual. Very few, who buy 
how-to-do-it books, become champions. AII 
that the more experienced philatelists can do­
is offer some general advice. The rest is up 
to the collector himself. Some common faults, 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 



EDITORIALS 
as herein mentioned, should be avoided. But 
if any exhibitor will heed the advice of one 
who doubtless has judged more international 
philatelic exhibitions than any other living 
philatelist, he will have gone a long way 
towards understanding the art of exhibiting. 
In the January, 1955 "London Philatelist", 
Sir John Wilson wrote ;-"One frequently 
sees collections which are very badly balanced 
as they are overloaded with what one regards 
as unimportant and are weak in essentials." 

Until an exhibitor has learned to under­
stand what is essential in philately and those 
aspects that are less important, his chances 
for success are small. In practice, it can­
not be taught; it must be learned. 

Care of Philatelic Property 
Most collectors need not be taught the 

value of stamps. But they do not seem to 
realize that philatelic material is fragile. So 
care must be exercised for its preservation 
unless one is completely indifferent. But it 
has been often demonstrated that far too 
many are careless in keeping their stamps. 

The cost of high quality philatelic access­
ories is comparatively nil to the amount spent 
upon stamps and covers. othing is worse 
for a stamp than a poor grade hinge or a 
cheap album page. Why are so many, who 
possess valuable stamps, so niggardly when 
buying hinges or album pages? Is it that 
they desire to spend every cent on stamps, 
considering any accessory as unimportant? 

It is believed that collectors do not fully 
appreciate the importance of mounting their 
philatelic properties upon pages of good 
quality paper stock or using a good hinge. 
Therefore it has been urged that the editorial 
page of this journal mention this subject in 
the hope that these words will prove effective. 

Use Commemoratives On Your 
Mail! 

Several members of this Club have com­
plained that so much of their mail from 
philatelists-collectors, dealers and philatelic 
organizations-carry either the ordinary 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
postage stamps or even meters. This is 
equally true of mail to and from foreign 
countries. These members cannot understand 
why with all the interesting special stamps 
being issued these days, more philatelists do 
not take the care to use commemoratives on 
their mail. 

In our opinion, this complaint is justified. 
A philatelist or a philatelic society on all of its 
outgoing mail should make every attempt to 
use stamps that are of philatelic interest, not 
the common variety that go into the trash 
basket. Even a confirmed 19th century col­
lector must admit that his inherent philatelic 
interest is aroused when he receives a letter 
carrying some new stamps. Usually he re­
marks that he has never seen them before. 
He does not throw the stamps away, but re­
tains them. Even if not for his own col­
lection, he will give them to a fellow philat­
elist who does collect them. Or he might 
even hope to form an accumulation for trad­
ing purposes later on. 

Collectors mail to us heavy letters with 
manuscripts that require larger amounts of 
postage. Too often the envelopes are 
franked with the common IO, 15, 20 or 50 
cent postage stamps or even come via metered 
mail. It costs no more nor is there any more 
effort involved to use odd denominations like 
22 or 24 cents or even commemorative 
stamps. If philatelically interesting stamps 
are used , it will gladden the heart of many 
whom THE COLLECTORS CLUB serves with its 
donation services. 

Be a considerate philatelist. Buy some 
commemoratives, air mails and odd denomi­
nations for use on your philatelic mail. If 
you receive a letter from a fellow collector 
who fails to use commemoratives, put such 
stamps on your reply to him and mention the 
fact that you are doing this , hoping he will 
follow suit. If enough will commence to 
use stamps of phila telic interest on their mail 
and will continue this policy, others will be 
influenced to come along. 

If you are a member of a philatelic society 
or doing business with a dealer who persists 
in using metered mail or the common, every­
day postage stamps, write to the Secretary 
and complain. Let us all work to get this 
going. It will make a lot of collectors happy. 

(Continued on Page 2II) 
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PHILATELIC ICONOGRAPHY 

By EUGEN E V. CON NETT 3rd 
The w ord iconography comes from the 
Greek, me aning Image D rawing. It is the 
discovery, study and interpreta tion of fi gural 
representations. It is th e a rt of representa­
tion by pictures or images. When first used 
in the 18th Century, th e t erm was confined to 
the study of engravings. L ater it was more 
broadly used to cover other methods of r e­
production. Iconogr aphy anted ates th e wo rd 
phila tely, by a century or more. Seriously 
and competently employed it should be an 
artistic adornment to the broad field of 
philately. 

First let us consider a definition of the 
ar ea in w hich topical collecting ( phil atelic 
iconography) should oper ate. Surely the 
prime essence of a topical collection is th at 
th e st amps of which it consists shall be listed 
in st anda rd catalogues and shall illu str ate 
clearly and auth entically the subj ect . The 
collection, in oth er wo rds, should refl ect th e 
phil atelic iconography of th e subj ect . H av­
ing succeeded in th at, it has fu lfi lled its ob­
jective . 

T o muddy th e iconography nf th e subject 
bv inserting phil atelic details of th e stamps, 
simply results in helping to confuse th e ve ry 
purpose of th e collect ion. 

It seems to me th at many topical collectors 
are str iving to meet th e criticism of phil a t­
elists by adding phil atelic descr ipt ions of th e 
stamps in th eir collections, in a vain hope th a t 
this w ill tend to quiet such crit icism. All it 
does is to detract from the legitimate iconog­
r aphy of th e subj ect by adding pointless and 
often disturbing details w hich contribute 
nothing use ful to th e w hole purpose of th e 
collection. 

Just exactly w hat is th e phil atelic iconog ra­
pher a ttempting to ach ieve ? I would say 
that he is employing his knowledge of st amp 
designs to illu stra te his chosen subj ect . And 
I w ould add th at th e introduction of any 
materi al w hich is not essential to this pur­
pose, is harmful to his objective. 
THE COL
In my opm 10n it is a hopeless struggle to 
attempt to buy th e approval of philatelists 
by mixing philatelic descript ive de tails into 
the pu re iconogr aphy of th e subj ect of the 
collection. Just as long as this st ruggle is 
continued w ill phil a tel ic iconography suffer. 
It must st and on its own fee t, r ega rdless of 
w heth er it is accep ted as an auth entic branch 
of phil ately or not. 

T he real and vi t al decision w hich faces the 
topical coll ector is : 

1. ) Wheth er he will pursue his perfectly 
legitimate purpose of illu str ating his subject 
th rough th e des igns of soun dly selected 
stamps; or 2.) Wheth er , in his attempts to 
fo rce his fo rm of collecting into th e fie ld of 
pure phil a tely, he w ill detr act from his legiti­
mate pu rpose by intruding philatelic de tails 
which can only result in interfering w ith the 
pure iconog raphy of his subj ect . 

To deny th e ever-growing interes t and en­
thusiasm of th e topical collector is to be 
bl ind to th e fac ts. To guid e this interes t 
and enthus iasm into a true unde rstanding of 
just w hat phil atelic iconography is, and how 
distinguished results m ay be obtained through 
it, would seem to be a m atter of impo rtance 
to th e growth and unders tanding of topical 
collecting. 

L et us suppose tha t it is your pu r pose to 
fo rm a collection of st amps which will illus­
tr ate th e points of sailing fo r a yacht. W e 
shall make a ve ry small collect ion fo r con­
veni ence sake. So you select stamps w hich 
show yachts sai ling close hauled on the wind , 
running free befo re th e w ind, ru nn ing on a 
close reach, and on a broad reach. You th en 
mount th ese st amps w ith enough descriptive 
" write- up" to enable th e viewe r to under­
stand th e points of sailing, and how your 
selection of stamps co rrectly illustra tes those 
points. I show a ve ry rough indication of a 
possible layout of your st amps (Fig. I) , 
merely to explain how you might attack the 
problem. You , of course, would m ake a 
LECTORS CLU B PHILATEL IST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 



PHILATELIC ICONOGRAPHY 
·r<· l 
~ .. ~ fl 
~ ~-.; /'/ 

I:-.. ff !UC 1 l">I \,I J \ 

ON c '-"SE RS At.JI 
rf'l'T'H ' '/S-UIHeA• 
7•~ .:Jt!'r 

R.11N'I 1 WG f'"/i'E /;­
'N' rTH w ,,., a-. D 

,., tJ 

?<:>JN'f S OF SAJL..JN'G 

5LooP.s CLoJE. 
1-IAv1.E'l) 

NfAR. ~HDDNt: R 
Ci..osE. HJ11JJ.Eh 

FA~ ~CHooNsR. 
()N e.s."SE ~GAe>I 

v METER. '$too~ 

llN e.1ro~o HEMH 

STA f2 ~o~r-~ 
C/,.o~E. iM'1J.Gl> 

'1>1N~HY OAf 

Jt'e"AP R~ACH 

- -
Fig. I . 

~UHNll( Q P.~ Et= 

l/Vl'tH 'O'l'tHNAl<Gtt 
:1111 r. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 
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PHI L AT EL I C ICONOGRAPHY 
very careful layout of th e st amps, exercise 
g reat skill and t as te in lettering and mount­
ing, and expand the collection to the best of 
your ability. 

N ow, just wh at have you accomplished 
w ith this little example of phil atelic iconogra­
phy ? F irst , you have shown th at you h ave a 
thorough knowledge of th e subject of the 
collection. Second, you have shown th at you 
have a knowledge of wh at stamps have been 
issued on this subj ect. Third , you have af­
ford ed a cl ear and interes ting exposition of 
the subj ect w hich th e viewer can understand 
and appreciate. And l as tly, you have had 
the courage and good sense not to miss your 
objective by cluttering up the iconogr aphy of 
sail ing with meaningless (as fa r as sailing is 
concerned) details of w hen, w here, how and 
w hy the st amps we re issued. T o my mind 
you have advanced th e a rt of phil atelic icon­
ogr aphy. Y ou have da red to ca rry out a 
clear -cut and interes ting pro ject w ith no at­
tempt to mollify anyone or try to give the 
impression th at you are a great phila telist­
wheth er you ar e or a re not has nothing to do 
w ith th e matter! 

It must be und erstood th a t you could also 
assemble a group of st amps showing sailing 
yachts, arrange them and descr ibe th em to 
illustrate ce rtain points of phil atelic 
interes t . You could have concentrated on ex­
plaining th e va r ious meth ods by w hich th e 
st amps we re produced; you could have illu s­
tra ted vari a tions in perfor ati ons; you could 
have explained w hy the st amps we re issued, 
by w hom th ey were printed, and by w hat 
authority th ey were prod uced. Y ou could 
also have told w ho designed th em, w ho en­
gr aved th em, how many we re printed, th e 
date on which th ey we re released, and many 
oth er phil atelic deta il s about th em. 

Such trea tm ent of th e collection would 
most certainly not be phila telic iconography. 
You could have provided all those phila telic 
details w ith almost any collection of st amps. 
But in a topical collect ion you would have 
to find and select w ith ca re ce rtain st amps 
w hich correctly illustr ate th e points of sail­
ing. Furthermore, you would have to have 
had enough knowledge of the subj ect to en­
able you to w rite up the collection in such 
a way that people who looked at it w ould 
168 THE COL
und erstand w hy and how th ose st amps did il­
lustrate your subj ect correctly. 

Are you beginning to see the difference 
between philately and philatelic iconography? 
Do you still think th ere is much sense in 
bas tardiz ing th e second in order to attempt 
to imitate the first ? I don't . Properly and 
intelligently pursued, philatelic iconography 
w ill stand on its own feet and w ill in time 
receive th e recognition it w ill deserve-not 
necessarily as a branch of phil ately, but as 
an art i11 its own right. 

P erh aps a series of illustra tions showing a 
finished approach to the art of phil atel ic 
iconography may be of interest. It must be 
understood th at th e original pages are let­
t ered in bl ack and red, as a re th e panels on 
wh ich the st amps are mounted. And of 
co urse, th e colors of th e st amps themselves 
add consid er able beauty to th e pages. 

These five pages (see Figures 2 and 3 ) 
attempt to illu st ra te th e development of 
Hunting Through th e A ges, by displaying a 
group of st amps selected w ith care and 
mounted w ith artist ic ability. An effort has 
been made to reduce "write-up" to th e barest 
necess ities, and to let the st amps speak fo r 
th emselves as auth entic illust ra tions of th e 
subject. It is th e writer 's belief th a t the 
mJ ection of phil a telic descript ions of the 
st amps would merely have se rved to dis turb 
the viewer and de t rac t fro m th e pu re icon­
ogr aphy of th e subject. T he des igner of these 
pages was entirely unconce rned wi th whether 
he was a phil atelist. No r did he have th e 
slightes t des ire to show off his phil atelic 
knowledge . H is sole objective was to illus­
tr a te his subject in a pleasing and interes t­
ing m anner . So he enjoyed many long and 
happy hou rs selecting and collecting the 
stamps required to ca rry out his project . Let 
me repea t th at black and w hite reproductions 
of th e e pages fai l to br ing out the fu ll beauty 
of th em. 

I t is the w riter's since re hope th a t th is 
brief desc ri ption of th e possibil iti es of phil a­
telic iconography w ill encourage topical col­
lectors not to be content with merely seeing 
how many stamps on a subject they can ac­
cumul ate. H e hopes th ey will utilize their 
accumul ations as a basis for developing some 
really w orthwhile proj ects m philatelic 
iconography. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 



VENEZUELA 

The First Square Stamps- l 866-68 

By C. W. WICKERSHAM 
After th e E agle stamps of 1863-64 and 
1865, a new issue appea red in Venezuela. 
These we re th e fi rst squ are stamps without 
the "Contr asena" overprints. There were 
fi ve denomin ations. T wo, the 0 C. yellow 
g reen and th e l C. blue g reen, for use on 
n ewspapers, books, and printed m atter, were 
issued in 1867. The 0 R. brown violet or 
claret, the l R. vermilion, and the 2 R. yel­
l ow appeared in 1866, w hile the later set­
tings of th e 0 R. in th e lilac rose shade 
were issued in 1867 or later. 

It is worth while to draw attention to 
these dates, as th ey have been a source of 
·Confusion in th e proper listing of the stamps 
-of this issue, pa rticul arly in the case of the 
different settings of the 0 R. Their chrono­
l ogical order of iss ue is as follows: 

1866 : 0 R eal claret 
0 R eal violet brown 
l R eal ve rmilion 
2 R eales yellow 

1867: 0 C. yellow g reen 
l C. blue green 

1867 or 1868: 0 R eal lilac rose 
1868 or 1869: Same (l ate r setting) 

It is probable tha t th e so-called "offici al 
fo rgeries" of th e 0 R eal appeared in 1866. 

Since, however, leading ca talogs deal w ith 
th ese st amps by lumping them together as one 
issue, we shall fo llow th e same course, aban­
don chronology, and start w ith a description 
of th e lower denomin ations. 

The des ign of all denomin ations of th e is­
sue consists of a central coat of arms, some­
w hat differently drawn from th e central de 
sign of th e earlier iss ues, against a solid back­
ground of color. This is octagonal in shape, 
'T H E COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV,
with lettering outside on a white back­
ground, and an outer octagonal border. 
The four corners a re filled with scrolls out­
lined in color, and th ere are thin outer frame 
and dividing lines, sometimes broken or 
missing. The lettering consists of the words 
"CORREO DE LOS E. E. U. U. DE 
VENEZ/ A."-and the denomination. The 
ribbon und er the shield bea rs an inscription 
in minute letters reading " DIOS Y FED­
ERACION". The stamps w ere litho­
graphed on w hite wove paper, and issued im­
perfora te. 

There we re no furth er issues of stamps by 
the V enezuel an G overnment before the " Con­
trasena" ove rprints of 1873, except the First 
Escuel as iss ues w hich commenced in 1871. 
A s th e 1866-67 stamps were pretty well used 
up by th at time, th e decrees of 1871 author­
ized th e use of th e Escuelas stamps, origi­
nally intend ed fo r fisca l purposes, to be used 
also as pos tage stamps. 

Fig. 1. V2 Real clare t, show ing the design 
of the issue . 
 N O. IV I69 
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V2 C. Yellow Green 

This is a r are st amp, especially m used 
condition. The size of the shee t and th e 
number iss ued are unknown. The shee ts of 
th e fi rst th ree sett ings of th e Y2 R eal, as we 
shall see, we r e composed of r 50 st amps, 
15 x I O. It is quite possible th at both the 
Y2 C . and th e 1 C. denominations we re print­
ed in sheets of th e same size. The writer 
has two la rge blocks of the Y2 C., one of 
fo rty and th e oth er of sixty st amps, w hich 
w er e or igin ally a block of one hundred . These 
show IO ver tical rows. The smaller block 
includes the top sheet margin. (Fig. 2) 

The oth e r se ttings of th e Y2 R eal wer e in 
sheets of 135 st amps, I 5 by 9. Since we 
have IO ver tical rows in th e case of th e Y2 C., 
and a t leas t 10 ho rizontal rows, it is mor e 
likely, of cou rse, th at th e sheet h ad 150 

s t amps. 
It m ay be add ed th a t pai rs of this st amp 

a re sca rce and blocks a re excess ively so . The 
st amp is known unofficially per fo r ated 1 2, 

an exampl e of w hich is in th e w riter 's col­
l ect ion. 

Fig. 3 . 1fi C. unoffic ially perforated. 

I C. Blue Green 

This st amp is also r a re, and genu inely used 
c opies almost unknown. The size of the 
sheet and th e number issued are also not 
known, as in th e case of the Y2 C . V ery 
likely th e sheet w as of the same s ize as 
the Y2 C . H ere again the writer h as two 
blocks, one of forty st amps, and the other 
·Of six ty, w hich were originally a single 
THE COL
block of one hundred, contammg IO vertical 
rows. Th e fo rmer h as a wide top sheet m ar ­
g in. The bottom row of the la rger block shows 
t races of th e top outer fr ame line or divid­
ing line below in the case of seve r al s t amps. 
We m ay be certain, th er efo re, th at there 
we r e more th an roo st amps in the sheet, 
w hich quite possibly was made up of 150 

subjects, 15 x IO. (Fig. 4) 

"CENT A f/ . .)" E r ro r. A ma rked varie ty 
is th e "CENTAV )" fo r "CENTAVO " 
er ro r. The las t lette r is a r eve r sed " C " . 
In the speci men in th e wri te r 's collection, th is 
let ter is more like a reversed "C" th an a 
broken "O", and is bet ter so desc r ibed . It 
mu t h ave come fro m th e lower portion of 
th e shee t, as it does no t appear in the block 
of JOO described above. I do not know of 
anoth er copy, although, o f course, a few more 
may exis t. 

Fig. 5 . The " CENTAV8" error of the 1 C. 

All photos by B o11 trelle 

C racked P late. A slight crack appear s on 
the lower lef t of the block of 100. It is 
not quite ver tical, and extends from o. 74 
in the sheet down th rough No. 84 and to 
the top fra me l ine o f No . 94. It is most 
easily seen on No. 84, w her e it pa ses through 
the " D " of th e second " DE" and the "V" 
of "CE TAVO". 

The 1 C . is known unofficially perforated 
1 2 and also pe rfor ated en scie . 

A s in th e case of the Y2 C ., pairs a re 
sca rce and blocks excess ively so. 
LECTORS CLUB PHI LATEL IST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 



VENEZUELA ISSU E OF 1866-68 

TH
Fig. 2 . ~'i. in a vertical position . 
Turn 
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V E NE Z UELA Is s u E 0 F 1866-6 8 
Y2 Real 

Now we come to a stamp th at was w idely 
used fo r ordina ry post al pu rposes. The 0 
R eal was designed and used principally for 
inland mail. 

There h as been much confusion as to the 
histo ry and dates of issue of this st amp in 
phil atelic li te r a ture, and especially as to its 
different colors. The later printings are 
supposed to have been made as la te as 1870, 
the da tes ass igned to th e lilac rose sh ade by 
Scott's Catalog. Actu ally th ey we re prin ted 
earlier. 

Th e catalog g ives two sepa r ate majo r vari-
ties and one minor variety fo r this st amp. 
Scott 's No. 18 is 0 R eal b rown violet ( thin 
paper) ; No. 19 is 0 R eal lil ac rose ('70)' 
w hile No. 19a is 0 R eal brownish rose.1 

On th e oth er hand, Stanley Gibbons gives 
three majo r va rieties-namely, 0 R eal dull 
cl a ret , 0 R eal pale cla ret , and 0 R eal rose, 
all in I 866.2 

M ess rs. H all & F ulcher rely on Moens, 
w ho st ates th a t th e re we re three settings of 
the 0 R eal, one by R asco in J anu a ry, 1866, 
w ith no tete-beche, a la te r 1870 setting, in­
cluding inve rted st amps, and a third setting­
namely, th e so-called official forge ries, of 
which more anon.a 

M r. H. R . H armer sta ted some yea rs ago 
th at th ere were six settings,4 w hile Mr. 
Christian L. Dull appears to h ave believed 
at one tim e th a t th ere we re four. 5 

C areful study of a subst anti al amount of 
m ateri al h as r esulted in convincing th e write r 
that th ere we re at least six se ttings, w hich 
we will now end eavor to describe. 

rst Se t t ing. C laret. T he sheet is com­
posed of 150 st amps, I 5 x IO. The ver tical 
rows (excep t th e two right ones) are m ade 
up of eight t ransfers, one for each row. In 
the two right ve rtical rows there is a lack 
of un ifo rm ity and a new (9 th) transfer is 
used in some of th e posi tions. T he arrange-

I. Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, 1954, 
Vol. r, p. 826. No. 19b is the tete-beche pair. 
2. Stanley Gibbons Catalog, 1954. Part III , p. 736 
( OS. 41·3) · 
3. See the L o11do11 Philatelist, October, 1918, pp. 
240-4 1. 
4. Th e Lo11do11 Philatelist, August, 1935, p. 186 
et seq.; September, 1935, p. 197· 
5. Th e A111erica11 Philat eli st, January, 1937, p. 170. 
THE CO
ment is shown in th e fo llow ing di agram: 

I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 l I 2 

l I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 4 I 5 
l I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 6 I 7 
I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 7 I 8 
I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 5 I 6 
I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 9 I 9 
I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 9 I 9 
I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 9 I 8 
I I 2 I 3 4 • I 6 7 8 9 I 9 
I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 9 I 9 
I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 9 I 8 
I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 9 I 9 
I I 2 I 1 + 5 I 6 7 8 C) I 9 
I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 9 I 9 
I I 2 I 3 4 5 I 6 7 8 9 I 9 

Fig . 6 . Enlargements of the transfer numbers 
of the V2 real , l st se tt ing. 

This is the same as both H a rmer 's and 
Dull 's 1st se tting. T he st amps were issued 
in 1866, probably ea rly in th at yea r. While 
it is possible to call the color "claret" in many 
cases, the st amps vary in color or shade, some 
havin g a more brownish t inge th an othe rs, 
possibly j us t ifying th e designation of brown 
violet. 

The 9 transfers may be described as fo l­
lows: 

r. ut through right ar m of "A" of 
" R EAL". 

2. Dots in "O" of " L OS". 

3. Inner scroll usually miss ing in upper 
r ight corner; dot over "S" of "LOS". 

4. Spots from "E" of 'MEDIO" to " R " 
of " R EAi/'. 

5. W hi te patch over "A" of " R EAL". 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 



VENEZUELA ISS UE OF I866-68 
Fig. 4 . Block of 60 of the 1 C. blue green. T h · II urn page onzonta y to view as printed . 
"THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 173 



VENEZUELA ISSUE OF 1866-68 
6. Break m frame below "O" of 
"MED IO". 

7. Blobs at foot of first "U" of "E. E. 
U. U ." and "D" of "DE". 

8. Break in middle of vertical line in 
shield; dots between the two " R 's" of "COR­
REOS". 

9. Blob on top of left arm of second "U" 
of "E. E. U. U." 

T. I T2 

T. 5 T6 

T9 

T3 

T1 

T4 

TS 

2nd setting. Brown violet. Examination 
of the upper part of the sheet, including the 
top eight horizontal rows, discloses the use of 
th e same eight tr ansfers as in the 1st setting, 
omitting transfer No. 9. The arrangement, 
however, is different. Now it is the two left 
vertical rows which are irregular. In the 
other rows the arrangement is the same as in 
th e eight left vertical rows of the I st set­
ting. The following diagram shows this: 

I I 2 I I I 2 I 3 4 5 6 7 8 
3 I 4 I I I 2 I 3 4 5 6 7 8 
5 I 6 I I I 2 I 3 4 5 6 7 8 
7 I 8 I I I 2 I 3 4 5 6 7 8 
I I 2 I I I 2 I 3 4 5 6 7 8 
5 I 6 I I I 2 I 3 4 5 6 7 8 
7 I 8 I I I 2 I 3 4 5 6 7 8 
3 I .J. I I I 2 I 3 4 5 6 7 8 

This is the same as Harmer's 2nd setting. 
H e gives a diagram of the whole sheet, w hich 
was again composed of I50 stamps, I5 x IO. 
The remaining rows follow the same pattern 
as in the diagram, except th at the two left 
stamps in each horizontal row are respective­
ly transfers 7-8, I-2, 5-6, I-2, 5-6, 7-8, 1-2, 
and the third stamp in the bottom row is 
transfer 3.6 

Dull suggested that the color of these 
stamps was paler in tone th an those from the 
first setting. Harmer stated that his blocks 
covered about the same range of the same 
shades as the first setting-varying around a 
salmon-brown and a rosy brown. Mine are 
more uniform and distinctly more brownish 
than many of those of the first setting. 

3rd S etting. Brown violet. The same 8 
transfers were used as in the 2nd setting, but 

6. Tlie London Philatelist, August, 1935, p. 188. 
174 THE COL
Fig. 8. Strip from the 3rd setting, showing 
irregular Transfers 2-3; 4-5; 6-7; 2-3; 4-5; 

6-7. 
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" I 

Fig. 7. Corner block of 32 of the lf2 real, 2nd setting, showing irregular arrangement of 
transfers in two left rows. 
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V EN E Z UELA IssuE OF 1866-68 
here th e irregul arities a re in the two right 
vertical columns, instead of in the tw o left 
row s and aga in w ithout any of the type 9 
transfers of th e 1st se tting. The sheet con­
tained 150 stamps, l 5 x 10, as shown by a 
complete shee t in th e w riter 's collection ( now 
mounted in six pieces). The two right 
st amps in each horizontal row ar e as follows 
fro m th e top down: T ransfers 2-3 ; 4-5 ; 6-7 ; 
2-3; 4-5; 6-7 ; 2-3; 6-7 ; 4-5; I-2 ; 3-4 ; 
5-6 ; 7-8; 1 -2; 3-4. The rest of each hori­
zontal row is made up of transfers I to 8, 
inclusive, fro m left to right. 

I am un able to reconcile this w ith H arm­
er 's art icle . H e refe rs to an unrecorded 
setting of w hich he has some pieces. It does 
not seem likely th at it is th e same. In any 
event, th ere is no doubt th at this is a sepa­
ra te set ting fro m th e two preceding ones. 

The color of th e sheet is much like th a t of 
th e second setting, although it appea rs to be 
slightly more b rownish. 

In this setting th e dist inguishing marks of 
Transfer No. 2-th at is, th e dots in the 
" O " of "L OS"-are fa int or absent in some 
cases, making identi fica tion of single st amps 
fro m th is tr ansfe r difficult. 

Flaws. A number of fl aws have been noted 
in th e st amps of th e fi rst th ree se ttings. These 
a re as fo llows: 

I. Colored fl aw in lowe r left corner; also 
missing upper left co rn er. No. Sr in th e 
sheet of th e fi rst se tting. (T ype I ) . 

Fig. 9 . No. 81 in the sheet of the 112 real , 
1st sett.ing, showing flaws . 

2. Diagonal w hite fl aw from lowe r right 
side of st amp, ex tending to "N" of "FED­
ERAC IO N ," which is practically obliterated . 

r o. 4 in th e sheet of the second setting. 
THE CO
Fi g. 10. En la rge ment of No. 4 in the sheet 
of the second sett ing show ing diagona l flaw 

and short t ransfe r. 

(Type 2). T hi s appears to be constant. The 
st amp also shows a short t ransfer a t bottom.7 

3. Colored fl aw on top of "D " of 
"l\IIEDI O " . No. 149 in th e sheet of the 
th ird sett ing. (Type 3). 

It is not known w heth er Nos. I and 3 are 
constant. 

Scratched or cracked plate. In th e thi rd 
setting th ere is a scratch or crack in Nos. 
109 and l 19 ex tending diagonally downward 
on th e right sid e of th e st amps. 

4th Se tt ing. Lil ac rose. T his is th e fi rst 
setting of th e Y, real w ith inve rted stamps, 
(other th an the "official fo rge r ies") forming 
tete-beche pairs. The lat ter are fo und also in 
th e 5th and 6th settings, as well as among the 
thick w hite paper st amps described here­
after. New tr ansfe rs we re used. It is ap­
parent from a nea rly completed reconst ruc­
tion plus additional la rge blocks th at th e sheet 
was composed of 9 blocks of 12 tr ansfe rs 
plus 3 blocks of 9 transfers-a total of 135 
stamps, l 5 x 9. The th ree smaller blocks of 
transfe rs we re obtained by using the same 
blocks of tr ansfe rs, but omitting th e top hori­
zontal row (Transfers l -3). The arr ange­
ment of th e tr ansfers in th e full block is as 
fo llows: 

l I 2 I 3 

4 I 5 I 6 

7 I 8 I 9 
10 I l l I 12 

7. A number of posit ions in thi s setting show short 
tran sfers. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 
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Fig. 11. Pair of the 1/2 real, third setting, 
showing scratch or crack. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
T~ansfer No. 12 is inver ted, thereby pro­
ducing tete-beche pairs. There are twelve 
inverted stamps in the sheet. 

The twelve transfers can be identified as 
follows: 

1 . Blob under 1st "O" of "CORREO"; 
and blob on upper right of "O" of 
"MEDIO''. 

2 . Bottom dividing lines largely m1ssmg, 
except a t ends; right dividing line missing 
except at corners. 

3. Colored dash to "O" of "MED IO"; 
usually there is also a dot in the "O". 

4. Scroll in lower right corner, usually 
weak. 

5. Small break in frame l ine below upper 
left corner opposite lower end of scroll; small 
dot on or near right arm of "M" of 
" MED IO''. 

6. Top of "C" of "CORREO" weak or 
broken. 

7. Small dot to left of "D" of second 
"DE". 

8. Dot over "CO" of "CORREO" (occa­
sionally missing); sm all break in frame line 
above lower right corner. 
Fig. 12. Transfer No. 12 Tete-beche in block of 9 from the "'M., setting. 
NO. IV 177 
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Fig. 13. Enlargement of Transfer No . 9 of the 
4th setting, showing no center bar in " R" 

of " REAL". 

9. No center bar in " R" of " REAL"; 
kink in back of "C" of "CORREO"; also 
one in foot of "E" of "MEDIO". 

IO. Dot a t bottom of scroll above last 
"O" of "CORREO" (sometimes faint or 
missing). 

l I. Minute break in left frame line oppo­
site top of scroll in lower left corner (some­
times inked over). 

12. The inverted stamp. Hook under 
lower right corner. 

Because of the arrangement of the sheet 
described above, and the fact th at three of 
the inverted stamps are next to the right 
sheet margin , the varieties of the tete-beche 
pairs in the sheet are as follows: 

Horizontal tete-beche pairs: Transfers l l-

12 (12 in the sheet); 12-10 (8 in the 
sheet). 

Vertical tete-beche pairs : Transfers % ( 12 

in the sheet) ; 1% ( 6 in the sheet); 
1% (3 in the sheet), this being the rarest 
combination, except for a corner pair, of 
which only two are possible-namely, 
11-12 or % showing corner sheet margin 
from lower right corner.s 

Flaws. r. A white Haw above the cornu­
copias over the central shield has been noted. 
The stamp is transfer No. 4, and as it has 
been found in two separate blocks, it 1s 
probably constant on one plate position. 

8. The plate positions of the inve••~u ·st amps arc Nos. 
30, 33, 36, 66, 69, 72, 102. ~.,5, 108, 129, 132, and 
135 . 
THE COL
Fig. 14. Enlargement of the V2 real , 4th set­
ting, showing flaw above cornucopias. 

2. A small white Haw at the lef t end of 
the co rnucopia appea rs on a type l stamp. 
This has been seen in two separate blocks and 
appears to be constant. 

3. There is a small white Haw at upper 
right corner of shi eld in a type 2 position. 
It is not known whether it is constant or 
not. 

Short Transfer. In one pos1t10n, the right 
frame line is missing on the whole of the 
top right co rner, which gives an unfinished 
appearance. The stamp is type 9 and is o. 
93 in the sheet, acco rding to the writer's re­
construction, which is about 85 % complete. 

This 4th setting appea rs to be the same as 
H armer 's 3rd se tting, and Hall's 2nd sctting.9 

5th Setting. Lihc rose. Examination of 
an irrc;:gulnr block of 47 and a number of 
ornaller blocks, tete-beche pairs and other 
material shows th at there was another setting 

9. Harmer says that there are I 5 transfers in the set­
ting; but he also says that this is Hall's 2nd setting. 
H all says there are 12 transfers, which is correct. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXlV, NO. IV 
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Fig. 15. Enlargement of No. 93 in the sheet 
of the V2 rea l, 4th setting, showing short 

transfer. 

of th e lil ac rose stamps, wi th new transfers. 
W e shall call thi s th e 5th setting. 

The sheet was composed of horizontal rows 
of nine, and probably contained the same 
number of positions as the 4th setting­
namely, I 5 x 9. A block of twelve tr ansfers 
was used for at least part of th e sheet. Trans­
fer No. 12 is inver ted , th ereby producing 
tete-beche pairs, as in th e case of th e 4th 
setting. This block of tr ansfers is composed 
as shown in the diagram. 

I I 2 I 3 

4 I 5 I 6 

7 I 8 I 9 
IO I I I I I2 

The identified transfers may be tenta­
tively described as fo llows : 

I. Dividing line at right double for lower 
two-thirds of length. 

2 . Single dividing line at right; dividing 
line at left double for lower two-thirds of 
length (cf. T . I). 

3. Bottom dividing line single for about 
half its length (left) ; single · dividing line at 
left (cf. T . 2). " · 

4. Two parallel dividing lines at bottom; 
upper half of left dividing line missing or 
ne arly missing. 

5. The lower end of " C " of "CORREO" 
is generally weak or missing. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 

, 
Fig. 16. Enlargement of type 6 of the V2 real , 
5th setting, showing break in frame line below 

upper left corner. 

6. Slight break in left frame line, just be­
low upper left corn er. 

7. Two parallel dividing lines at top (cf. 
T. 4). At least half of dividing line at left 
µsually missing. 

8. D ash on dividing line below "E " of 
" REAL". 

9. D ot on top frame line above scroll in 
upper right corner. 

10. I o distinguishing marks satisfactorily 
proved .10 

I I. Small but pronounced break exactly at 
upper left corner ( th e frame lines fa il to 
meet). 

12. The inverted stamp. There is no hook 
as in th e inverted stamp of the 4th setting. 

Several of the foregoing transfers are easy 
to identify and give a pattern. These are 

I os. 6, 8, 9, and I I. The inverted stamp, 
o. I2, can be identified only when part of a 

tete-beche pair. It is clearly not from the 
4th setting, as it lacks the "hook" near the 
lower right corner. The identification of the 
other transfers must be considered tentative. 
Nevertheless, they seem to be constant in the 
material examined. 

Io. It is possible that this pos1 t1on can be identified. 
There are two No. 10 positions in the block of 47 
referred to in the text. Ia both the upper portion 
(and sometimes. the lower portion) of the left divid· 
ing line is missing (th is also occurs in three separate 
pairs, T s. 12-10); the right dividing line is double 
for its length. 
N O. IV 179 



VENEZUELA ISSU E OF 1866-68 
Fig. 17 . Enlarge ment of block from 5th se tting 
showi ng Transfe rs 8 and 9 (top row) and 

l l and l 2 ( the inverted stamp ) . 

The ar rangement of th e transfers st ated 
above conforms to th e upper right st amps in 
my block of 47. It is confirmed by a block of 
four w ith top sheet margin. It may be noted 
that it is similar to th e ar r angement of trans­
fers in the 4th and 6th se ttings. We are 
reasonably safe in say ing th a t tr ansfers I 
to 3 we re in th e top row, and th e rest of th e 
block of tr ansfe rs in th e relative posi tions 
shown in the diagram above .11 

11. In the other settings mentioned , the horizonta l 
row conta ining inverted sta mp s is repented in the 
bottom row of the sheet. T hi s is al so t ru e of the 
lilac-rose stamps on th ick white paper. 
180 THE COL
L arge Flaw. There is a l a rge white flaw 
on one of th e positions of the inverted stamps, 
extending from th e "VEN" of "VENEZU­
ELA" well into th e central shield. 

It seems likely that this 5th setting is 
H armer's 4th setting, discovered by Schill, 
and referred tQ by Harmer as a twin to his 
3rd. He says that th e only difference (in 
the types) is in the frame (divis ion? ) lines 
between st amps and in oth er minor particu­
l a rs.12 As we have seen, th e tr ansfer s were 
not the same, there are a number of clear 
differences, and the se tting 1s certa inly 
distinct. 

In color the st amps vary from a dull 
(lilac) rose to a bright (lilac) rose, o r, per­
haps mbre truly to th e wr iter's eye, from dull 
to bright rose. There is a pinkish shade in 
most cases. The "lilac" part of the desig­
nated colo r is kept here in honor of tradi­
tion. The st amps do not differ much, if at 
all , from th e colors or shades of th e 4th 
setting. 

Lilac R ose on Thick ff/hit e Pape1·. It is 
possible th at th e lil ac rose st amps on thick 
white paper a re from a different setting. In­
sufficient m ateri al has been examined to be 
sure of this. The writer has in hi s collection 
a block of 12 showing th e top sheet ma rgin, 
a corn er block of four, a pair and two 
singles. The pair is tete-beche with bottom 

12 . See Harmer, Th e London Philat elist, August, 
1935, p. 188. H e states that there are the sa me 
number of 1 5 type s and "1 5 tfte-beche pairs". 
Fig. l 8. Tete-beche pair from the 5th setting, showing large wh ite flaw in inverted sta mp . 
LECTORS CLUB PHJLATELJST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 
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Fig. 19 . Margin block of twelve of the V2 real on thick wh ite paper. 
sheet margin, the inverted stamp showing the 
large white fl aw described above. This is 
from the bottom row of the sheet. 

Both blocks conta in identifiable tr ansfe rs, 
apparently with th e same a rrangements as in 
the ordinary 5th se ttin g. A single stamp 
with right sheet m a rg in is clearly t ransfe r 
No. 9 (dot on frame line ne ar upper right 
co rner). Th e co rner block of four appears to 
be made up of th e co rrect tran sfe r s, but 
identification is not complete. On the other 
hand , there a re differences. Two of th e 
st amps in the l arger block should be Transfer 
No. 5, but th e lower end of the "C" of 
"CORREO" is s t rong and distinct, instead 
of being weak or missing as in that type. 

On th e w hole we must say th at th e ques­
tion of another setting cannot be proved 
satisfacto rily wi th out further research and 
material. 

6th Setting. P ale claret. This is th e well 
known setting of th e so-called "Official Forg­
eries". Controversy has long exis ted over the 
question whether they are genuine or not .13 

13. See Hall & Fulcher, Th e Lo11do11 Philatelist, 
October, 191 8, p. 241. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
Whatever th eir o n gm, th e re is no doubt that 
some were postally used. Cancelled copies 
are known, both on and off cover. 

H a ll says of these st amps th at they can 
readily be recognized by seve r al minor di( 
ferences, especially in the lettering and in par­
ticul ar the broad second "E" and second "U"' 
of " LOS E. E. U. U." W e owe to the re­
search of Mr. B. H. Homan, Jr. another, 
and to us a better di stinction, seen in the 
much broader "N" of "FEDERACION". 

A full sheet in th e writer's coll ection ( now 
mounted in two pieces) is composed of 135 
st amps, I 5 x 9. The upper I 2 horizontal 
rows are mad e up of 9 blocks of I2 trans­
fers. The 3 lower horizontal rows a r e com­
posed of 3 blocks of th e same transfers, omit­
ting Transfers I to 3. (The a rrangement 
of th e blocks is simil ar to th e 4th setting.) 
The t ransfers we r e from a new stone and in 
th e norm al block were arranged as follows: 

I I 2 I 3 
- · 

4 I 5 I 6 

7 I 8 I 9 
IO I II I I2 
NO. IV 181: 
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Fig. 2 0 . Pa ir of the so-ca lled " Offic ial Forgeri es" on cover. 
Transfer 1 o. 12 was inve rted, thus pro­
ducing tete-beche pai rs. Th ere are twelve 
inver ted stamps in the shee t. 

T he twelve t ransfe rs may be identi fied as 
fo llows: 

r. D ot on top (right) of " O " of 
" MED IO" . 

2. D ot to right of top of second " O " of 
"CORRE O ". 

3. L ower two- third s of left dividing line 
double. 

4. Minute dot and dash against inside of 
left dividing line opposite " C " of "COR­
REO" . 

5. Only tr aces of bottom dividing line. 
6. Short break near right end of bottom 

dividing line. (There is a simil ar break or 
weakn ess in Transfe r o. 4, but in Trans­
fer N o. 6 it is usually a clearer break and 
shorter th an in th e las t named ). 

7. Right dividing line absent except fo r very 
small hook at upper r ight corner. 

8. Right dividing line absent. ( In both 
T ransfers 7 and 8, th e top and bottom divid­
ing lines extend beyond the right fr ame line, 
but fa il to r each the dividing line of the 
st amp on r ight. ) 

9. Diagonal line or sc ratch across "RREO" 
of " CORREO". 
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IO . R ight dividing line absent ; top and 
bottom dividing lines do not ex tend beyond 
fr ame line (o r extend only minutely ) . 

1 1. Right dividing line absent ; top and 
bottom dividing lines extend to lef t dividing 
line of next stamp on right, w hich lacks good 
part of mid dle po rtion. 

12. The inverted stamp. D ot on bottom 
of second "U" of "E. E. U. U." ( Some­
times indistinct. T his is not th e same as the 
dot sometimes appea ring in th e angle of the 
fr ame lines of th e centr al design under the 
"U" .) 

Of course, in sever al pos1t10ns it is impos­
sibl e to ident ify th e tr ansfers in the case of 
single stamps in the absence of sufficient mar­
gin s, since in th e majo ri ty of cases identifi­
cation depends on the dividing lines between 
stamps. H oweve r , five out of the twelve, 
includ ing the inve rted stamp, a re usually 
identifiable w ith a magnifying glass by care­
fu l scrutiny. 

I have ventured to call the color of these 
stamps pale cla ret , as th ey appear to me to be 
closer in shade to the 1st setting stamps th an 
to th e shades of th e later ones. They do not 
appear to have the pinkish tinge of so many 
of the lilac rose stamps, nor the brow nish 
shade of the 2nd and 3rd settings. 
LECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL . XXXIV, N O. IV 
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Fig. 21. The block of transfers of the Y2 real, 6th setting. 
Dates of Issu e. Claret and violet brow 11. 
1st, 2nd , and 3rd settings. Hall states that 
Moens gives January, 1866, as the date of 
issue for his "1st setting" . As we have seen, 
there were three settings in these colors, as 
contrasted with the lilac rose stamps, besides 
the so-called official forgeries. The earliest 
dated cancellations seen by the writer are 
March 6 and March 8, 1866. Both are in 
manuscript, and both stamps have the char­
acteristic claret shade of the 1st setting.14 

14. However, the shades are not an entirely safe 
guide. The manuscripts are "6 / 3 / 66" and "8 / 3 / 66". 
It was often customary to give the day of the 
month first. Many of the dates recorded for these 
stamps are in manuscript. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, N
Dated cancellations on stamps or dates on 
covers of one or more of the first three set­
tings which have been examined are as 
follows: 

1866: 6/ 3/ 66, 8/ 3/ 66, 5/ 6/ 66, 21 / 10/66, 
12/ 20/ 66. 

1867: May 4, May 8, Jul(y) 20, 23/ 7/67, 
2/ 9/ 67 , 9/ 67, Nov. IO, n/67, 
30/ 67. 

1868: June 3, 21 / 6/ 68, 25/ 8/ 68, Sept. 17, 
Sept. 26, -1868. 

1869: May 25 , June 23. 

The May 25 , 1869, date is shown by a 
most interesting cover from La Guaira to 
Carupano with two rst setting single stamps, 
each with a very large margin. Both stamps 
O. IV 
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Fig. 22 . Two early cancellations on l st 
setting stamps. 

a re type 9, which occurs only in th e first se t­
ting, and both a re in a color that m ay be 
called dull claret. The letter is dated May 
25, 1869 at Maracaibo and in sc ribed "via 
La Guay r a" . (Fig. 23) 

Lilac Ro se. l\i[oens gives "July ?, 1870", 
according to Hall , for his "2nd setting" . This 
is our 4th and 5th settin gs. There is no 
doubt that the date is wrong. We have the 
following dated cancellations fo r these 
st amps.15 

1868: December 22 and - / 68 . 
1869: 3/ 69, 26/ 3/ 69, May 13, June 20, 

July 9, I 4, and 18, Au gust 24, 
JJ / 69. 

1870: J anu a ry 1 I and 25 , February 12 and 
15, September 26. 

" Official Forgeries". H armer stated th at 
his copies in used condition included twelve 
on covers dating from March 24, 1866 to 
May 5, 1870.16 
THE COL
Fig. 24. 1868 cance ll ations on the V2 rea r, 
lilac rose. 

From th e evidence, therefore , I think that 
we can conclud e th at th e cl aret and violet 
brown stamps were issued w ell before the 
lil ac rose iss ues. As between th em, it seems 
probable th at our 1st setting was in fact the 
first, and came ou t ea rly in 1866. It was 
followed by th e 2nd and 3rd settings. The 
lil ac rose stamps came la ter , but we re issued 
at least as ea rly as 1 868 fo r th e +th setting, 
and 1869 for th e 5th, possibly earlier. It is 
possible th at the official forgeries we re issued 
after th e fi rst three settings and before the 
issue of th e lil ac rose st amps-possibly in 
1866. There is little evidence upon which 
to base a determination of thi s point. 

Sepai-ation. All th e gene ral iss ues of Vene­
z uela prior to 1880 were issued imperforate. 

1 s. The majority are dated Porto Cabello cancella­
tions. 
16. Th e Lo11do11 Philat elist, September, 1935, p. 197· 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 
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Fig. 23 . Cover with two type 9 stamps of the V2 real, l st setting. 
The 0 Rea l here discussed was no exception. 
The stamp is known , howeve r, unofficially 
perfor a ted. The write r has the following 
varieties: 

Pin-perf.; perce en scie; and perf. hori­
zont ally 12 x 14. H all & Fulcher also 
record an unofficial perf. 12. 

Fig. 25 . V2 real , 5th setting, privately 
perforated en scie. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
Bis ects. A diagonal bisect of the 0 Real 
has been record ed.17 This has not been seen 
by th e w rite r. No reason appears for this. 
Splits of th e 1 R eal a re known and were un­
doubtedly used to prepay th e 0 R eal inter­
town r ate. But a split of th e 0 Real would 
make little sense. If genume at all , such 
splits of th e 0 R eal mu st be rega rded as 
mere oddities. 

Print er. Moens is relied upon by Hall for 
the statement th at hi s r st se tting w as litho­
graphed by Felix Rasco of Caracas. No 
support is known to the writer for this st ate­
ment. No imprints have been seen. While 
R asco printed many, although not all, of the 
st amps issued by th e Venezuelan gove rnment 
in the 187o's, and may have printed the 
stamps we a re considering here, or some of 
them, it is the writer 's opinion th a t the name 
of the printer is not proven. 

Cancellations. Several of the cancella-
tions noted on the stamps of the first type of 
Venezuela, including numerals, were still in 
use and may be found on the Medio Real. 
In addition, a new dated cancellation in blue 
had come into use at Porto Cabelo, which 

17. Th e London Philatelist , October, 1918, p. 241. 
NO. IV 
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Fig. 26. Porto Cabello dated cancellations. 

is helpful in determining the date of issue, 
especially of the lil ac rose stamps. 

A list of cancell ation s noted on the 0 R eal 
includes the following :18 

CA I. Numerals. 

Black : o, 3, 5, 8. 
Blue: o, 8. 

CA 3. Town Cancellations. 

A. La Guaira concentric circles. Black, 
without date. 

C. Caracas concentric circles. Black, 
without date . 

D. Caracas oval with loops. Black. 

I. (Addition). Porto Cabello concen­
tric circles in b1ue. The circles 
contain the legend "CORREOS 
DE VENEZUELA - PUERTO 
CABELLO". Month, day and 
year dates appear in center. 

18. Designations are the same as those given in the 
writer's previous article on the stamps of the first 
issue, with additions . Sec COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­

ELIST, May, 1953, p. 124 et seq. 
:r86 THE COL
Fig. 27. San Felipe straight-line on 1/z real, 
4th setting, T. 9. 

G. La Guaira "ADMON". Concen-
tric circles with legend including 
"F VA ADMON." etc., between 
circles. l\llonth and day in center. 
Black. 

J. (Addition). San Felipe straight 
line. This consists of two parallel 
lines of capital letters in blue. It 
has been seen only on a single 
stamp and is incomplete. The up­
per line reads (ADM) ON de 
CORRE (OS) ; the lower line 
"SAN FELIPE". Part of an 
outer design appears below. 

CA 8. Sunburst. In black. 
CA Ir. Pen cancellations. A variety of 

these may be found, of which the most im­
portant are those consisti ng of dates. 

CA 12 (Addition). Target. Two he avy 
concentric circl es with a bull's-eye in the 
center. Black. 

CA 13 (Add ition). FRA CA oval with 
loops. The inner oval contains the word 
"FRANCA". The space between the two 
ovals is filled with loops. Black. 

Conclusion. It may be helpful to students 
of the 0 Real to give a summary of the con­
clusions reached m this article. The 
claret and violet brown stamps were issued 
first, in I 866, the same transfers being used, 
except for Transfer No. 9, which was used 
only in the first setting. 

The lilac rose stamps came afterwards, but 
certainly not later than I 868 as to the fourth 
setting, or 1869 as to the fifth, and possibly 
earlier. 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 



VENEZUELA ISSUE OF 1866-68 
Fig. 28. Ta rget and numeral cancella t ions 
on the V2 rea I. 

The so-call ed official forgeries were issued 
in 1866, possibly after the first three settings, 
and some of them were used to pay postage. 

The paucity of dates after 1870 indicates 
that th e supply of th e _Yi Real was exhausted 
by that time, or shortly later, and there were 
practically no ordinary postage stamps avail­
able until the first CO 1TRASE TA over­
prints of 1873. In the meantime, commencing 
in 1871, the first Escuelas stamps were used 
for postage, as al ready expla in ed in an earlier 
a rticle in this journal.19 

1 Rea l Vermilion 

This stamp, one of the most beautiful of 
the early issues of Venezuela, is an adorn­
ment to any collection. So far as I know, it 
has never been plated and really la rge pieces 
are unknown to the writer. Bartels' notes 
say that he had a block of IO. The writer 
has one of twelve and several blocks of four 
and pairs-but they a re insufficient to estab-

19. See COLLECTORS CLUB PIHLATELIST, Vol. 
XXVII I page 243. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, 
lish the size of the sheet or the arrangement 
of the transfers. 

There are a number of mmor varieties as 
follows: 

" DF" for " DE". In this stamp the bot­
tom stroke of the "E" of the first " DE" is 
missing, thus giving the appearance of an 
"F". There is a large colored blot or flaw 
extending from the foot of the letter to the 
bottom of th e "L" of "LOS" . Above this 
is a colored mark almost connecting the two 
letters, and one or two smaller marks be­
tween them. This has been seen on an un­
used single and also on the lower lef t stamp 
of an unused block of four, and is presum ably 
constant. 

Fig. 30. "DF" for " DE" in bl ock of four of 
the l real. 

Spott ed " E". In this variety, th e first 
"E" of "E. E. U. U." has a colored spot at 
the foot of th e letter. This is found twice in 
the block of twelve shown in the photograph. 
It occurs in the top left stamp, and again 
two stamps below. It appears also in one 
stamp in another block of four in the writer's 
collection, as well as in one of a pair, and in 
some singles. Apparently it is constant and 
may be the distinguishing characteristic of 
one of the transfers. 

Two other possible transfers may be noted. 
In the second stamp of the block of twelve, 
there is a colored mark above the "E" of the 
first "DE", and in the stamp below there is 
a break in the left lower frame line oppo­
site tb.e star. They are repeated as shown 
NO. IV 
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Fig. 29. Block of twelve of the 1 Real vermilion . 
iv·'(r ... 
' ' 

. " 

Fig. 31 . 1 Real with large white flaw. 
188 THE COLL
in th e diagram. Nu mber ing th em 2 and 3, 
and th e spotted " E " V ariety r , th e block 
shows th em as fo ll ows : 

I I 2 I 
I ·--1-

3 
I I 2 I 

I 3 I 

Flaw s. A very la rge white flaw occurs on 
a stamp of this denomination. This extends 
from th e lowe r pa rt of the shield almost to 
the edge of the solid color on the left. It 
resembles somewh at a bursting smoke shell. 
Two copies a re in the writer's collection, and 
the flaw is believed to be constant. 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 
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A smaller fl aw h as been noted. This is a 
s izeable white spot on th e colored background 
just below the "LO" of "LOS". 

Worn Plate . It is evident that the plate 
became worn rather early in its use. Copies 
showing th e wearing of the plate are by no 
means uncommon. Some of th em, including 
blocks and pairs in the writer's collection, 
show so much we aring th at portions of th e 
design, especially th e deco rations in th e cor­
ners of th e stamp, and th e designs on th e 
shield a re almost invisible. 

H all & Fulcher cite Wilkinson as giving 
two se ttings of th e I R eal, the first containing 
many defective impress ions (evidently refer­
ring to th e wo rn plate specimens), and a 
second wi th out defective impressions. They 
say th at this is probably co rrect and that they 
are un able to add any m ateri al particulars. 
They do not give any reasons for their con­
clusions, which the writer believes to be in­
correct. 

The spotted "E" variety described above 
occurs on a worn plate pair in th e writer 's 
collection, as well as on a normal block of 8 
( twice) and one of fou r (once) . 

Another transfe r shows the colored m ark 
over th e "E" of th e first " DE". This is 
the nex t stamp to th e right of the one with 
the spotted "E", occurs twice in the norm al 
block of eight, and once in a normal block 
of four. It h as also been found in a worn 
pl a te pair, block of four , and strip of three. 

These facts a re ce rta inly evid ence that the 
worn pl a te varieties a re from th e same set­
ting as th e norm al ones and tend to nega­
tive the ex istence of two settings. 

S eparation. Although th e stamps were is­
sued imperfo r ate, copies are known unoffi­
cially perforated 14 and also perce en scie. 

H alf us ed as )/;? R. Bisects a re known and 
we re appa rently recognized by th e authorities. 
There are two covers (fold ed letters ) in the 
wri ter 's collection showing this use. Both 
stamps a re bisected di agonally. One cove r is 
from L a Guaira to Caracas, May I9, 1868, 
and th e bisect is tied with th e L a Guaira 
concentric ci rcles in black. The other is 
from Caracas to La Guaira, May 28, 1868, 
and the st amp is ti ed to cove r with the Cara­
cas concentric circles in black (CA 3 C). 
Both cancell ations are without date, but the 
l etters a re dated in m anu script within. 
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Fig . 32. Block of four of the l real showing 
worn plate . 

D ated Cancellations . D ated cancellations 
o r dated covers show the following for the 
I Re al: 

I 867: April 24. 

i 868: May 19, May 28, Sept. 23 , Sept. 26. 

1869: June 5. 

1870 : 1870, Februa ry I, 1870. 

The st amp was, therefo re , in use during 
th e same gener al per iod as th e )/;? R eal. Can­
cell ations thus far examined by th e writer do 
not show any th at h ave not been r eco rded for 
th e )/;? R eal. 

2 Reales Yellow 

The 2 Reales yellow is the highest denomi­
n ation of the issue. It appears to have had 
only a: limited use. Probably intend ed for 
overweight and foreign mail , it had to com­
pete with th e L a Guaira " locals" o r steam­
ship st amps, and before long with foreign 
st amps used in Venezuela for carriage 
abroad. Probably also th e issue was sm all 
in numbers. It is a comparatively rare 
stamp unused and definitely r a re with genu­
ine ca ncell ation. 

Multiple pieces are most uncommon, so the 
writer is fortunate in having a full unused 
sheet. This is composed of three pieces of 
50, 60, and 40 stamps respectively-origin ally 
m one piece. All h ave side m argins, while 
, NO. IV 189 
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Fig. 33. Bisect of the 1 Real used as lf2 R. on cover to prepay the inland rate from Caracas 
to La Guaira . 
the former has the top margin and th e lat­
ter th e bottom sheet margin. (F ig. 34) 

H all & Fulcher said th at they had found 
no efernnc.e in phila telic ilit r atu:re tD the 
size or a nr ang·e.ment of the she.et oJ the 

eal es.20 We aire now able to th.row ome 
igh t on th ese guest ions. he sheet in the 

write.r 's c.o.lileCJ.tion con_tains 50 stamps, 
i'I.5 ,_ o. Th i:s e:s t ablish es th e size o.f the 
she.e..t . 3 to ar..r:ange.ment, we hav-e be.en 
unable to id en_tiify all tli e trans.fors, bu t th re 
ar e str©ng ind ications th at the stamps in 
several of the rt i.cal colunrns are h orn the 
sam e tr ans.£ r r espect.ively, and there is some 
evidence th at at east on_e tr an sif:e.r vas used 

OJ more th an one column. he.re may be 
some ex-rnptions, and the amn ple..te airJange­
ment h as not he.en e:st.ablished. 

Jn position Jo . .a in th e she.e.t, the.re is a 
cut or b:reak n a r the ow -er end oJ tbe up-

igb t s.trok.e of the " " o.f " CVS". his 
appears in ev y s.tamp in the second e.it 
ver ti.call ow- i. e.., N Q'.S . 2 , 2 , 2 , etc., cl.own 
to and in.duding CT o. 142, the bottom stamp 
in tbis colum n. 

In posit ion o . ..5 th e is a cu.t or break 
in th e up[igh t stroke o.J th e ' '.L" o.f ':RE-

20 . !llhe hilatdis t, Octob.er, 9-i_8, p. +o . 
19 0 llIHE CO
ALES" and a small break in in the frame 
line to the right of the "Z " of "VE 1EZU­
ELA". Th ese appea r in each stamp in the 
fi.f th v rtic:a.l .row. O n@ OJ both appea r al so 
111 some of tb.e s.t am ps in tile eighth vert ical 
ow. 

Fig. 3 5. En largement of No. 2 in the hee t of 
t he 2 real es , show ing cu t in up rLgh t st roke 

of t he " D" in " DOS". 
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V EN E Z U E LA ISSUE OF 1 8 66-6 8 
:fig. 36. Enlargement of position No. 5 in 
the 2 real es sheet . 

In pos ition No. 7 th e white di agonal t ag at 
th e lower right end of the ribbon above th e 
·" R EA " of " R EALES" is usua lly lacking, 
and w here not lacking is defective. This 
condition appea rs to ex ist in a ll st amps of 
th e seve nth ver tical column. 

F laws. In position No. 18 th ere is a 
colored dot between th e "S" of " L OS" and 
th e fi rst "E" of "E. E. U. U.", nea rer the 
E th an th e S, and about half w ay up. 

In No. 26 in th e shee t in the w rite r 's col­
lection , th e re is a colo red do t below th e 
"CO " of "CORREO". 

In No. 50, th e bottom st roke of th e fi rst 
" E " of " R E ALES" and th e lowe r part of 

Fig. 37 . Enla rgement of posi t ion No. 7 in the 
shee t of the 2 rea les . 
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Fig. 38. Enla rgement of No . 57 in the sheet 
of the 2 reales, showing brea ks in the first 

" E" of "R EALES". 

th e lef t a rm of the "A" of th at word a re 
mi ssing, thu reading " R F ALES". 

A curious Aaw occurs in r o. 57 in th e 
shee t. T he back of th e fi rst " E " in 
" R EALES", and pa rt of th e middle hori­
zonta l st roke of th a t lette r a re missing. 

Fin ally, No. 149 shows a ve rtical mark or 
dash after the second " D E" near th e lower 
end of th at wo rd. 

Se para tion. The stamp is known unoffi­
cially pe r fo rated 12 , and also w ith pin 
perfor ation. 

Cancellations. V ery few used copies have 
been seen by th e writer. As said previously, 
used copies a re ex tremely r a re. C ancell a­
tions th a t have been obse rved include th e 
Ca racas concentric circles in bl ack and in 
blue. 

Color. A considerable va ri a ti on of sh ades 
of yellow has been obse rved . Those ex­
amined inclu de pale yellow, plain yellow, 
bright yell ow, deep yell ow, and a deep or ange 
yellow. 

B isect s. A diagonal bisect of th e 2 Reales 
has been recorded, bu t h as not been seen by 
th e w riter. 

By 1870 or 1871 , the stamps of th is issue 
were un doubted ly used up. This was th e 
r eason fo r th e dec rees w hich made th e pro­
posed F irs t Escuelas stamps of 1871 and 
subsequ ent issues avail able fo r pos tage as 
well as revenue. No other post age st amps 
we re issued by th e Venezuelan government 
until th e "Contrasena" over prints, th e fir st 
of w hich appeared in 1873. W e shall deal 
w ith th ese in a la te r art icle. 
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THE 
Meeting of April 6, 1955 

Haiti 

Prior to introducing the Progr am Chair­
man, the Presid ent, Mr. Elkins, announced 
th at one of our members, Mr. Maurice 
Tripet, of New York, N. Y., had won the 
Grand Award at SEPAD in Philadelphia, 
Pa., for his showing of 20th Century Switz­
erland. Mr. Tripet, who was present, rose 
to acknowledge the applause of the audience. 

Mr. H . D. S. H ave rbeck then asked Mr. 
F. Burton Sellers to present the displ ay of 
H ai ti. Mr. Sellers announced th at Mr. 
Samuel Dalsimer and he would present the 
displ ay which would include selections from 
their collections as well as those of Dr. Clar­
ence W . H ennan of Chicago, Ill. , and Mr. 
John Simmons of Lansing, Mich. 

Following the introductory remarks, Mr. 
Dalsimer introduced th e P os tal History sec­
tion of th e exhibit. Tracing th e cultural 
background of the country, he emph asized the 
French in flu ence on its postal ma rkings. 
These were categorically defined by periods 
of civil unrest, the F rench influence surviving 
even th e French R evolution. Straight!ine 
markings of Port-au-Prince and Gonaires 
from 1789-92 were shown. The boxed 
" P oste-P aye" marking was presented both in 
red (1871) and black (1881). T hose fasci­
nating black-oval markings of 18+5-63 with 
the tow n name in relief were shown from 
Cayes, Gonaires and Cap Haitian. The 
R evolutionary period of 1792-1793 fou nd let­
ters originating in H aiti bearing only French 
receiving marks. The British Mail Service 
was illustrated by : ship letter arrival) 
markings, principally Falmouth and D eal; a 
beautiful crowned ci rcle marking of J acme! 
on a local cover; the same type m arking 
used in conj unction with th e J acme! killer 
( British) "C59". Each of the different types 
of C59 and E53 ( P ort-au-Prince) were dis­
played. An example of th e rare type of E53 
wi th the four bars above th e number was 
included with this group. Many attr active 
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multiples bearing either C59 or E53 killers 
were in this cancellation display. Stampless 
covers of 1891, ten years after the first stamp 
issue , represented another period of civil un­
rest. The later French influence in Haitian 
postal history as exemplified by the octagonal 
paquebot markings closed this section on 
Postal History. 

The first postage stamp issue was discussed 
by Mr. Sellers who spoke briefly on their 
background and the influence this issue had on 
General Salomon's political life, his enemies 
intimating th at the head of Liberty on the 
stamps was really th at of the General's w ife. 
Of French manufacture, this issue first ap­
peared on July r , 1881 in the imperforate 
state. It was issued perforated the follow­
ing year. This led th e way for variations in 
perforations, m any values being found im­
perforate along ei ther th e horizontal or verti­
cal sides. Among th e items of note were: a 
wash drawing essay by M. Laforestine, the 
designer of the first issue (ex "Tows"); 
oth er essays identical to th e issued stamp but 
in a la rge r size; trial color proofs of the 
r, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 20 cent imes in black and in 
red; a full pane of 50 of both th e 2 and 3 
centimes; a proof sheet of two panes of 50, 
each pane tete-beche to th e other; unofficial 
perforations and roulettes on th e first ( 1881) 
issue; and the cancella tions w hich included 
F rench and Dutch paquebot markings, Ameri­
can fo reign receiving markings, th e boxed 
" Poste-P aye" cancel s, and foreign cancels 
such as Turks I sland s and Briti sh numerals 
not assigned to Haitian service. 

There were fo ur printings of th e first issue. 
The 50 positions of each can be plated. Ex­
amples of this were from Dr. H enn an's col­
lection. This group included many possibly 
unique or near unique used multiples, a brief 
listing of w hich fo llows: 

r centime-a block of 4 and strips of 5 
and 9 

7 centimes-a strip of 7 
20 centime-blocks of 4 and IO and a 

strip of 5 
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The covers shown included all possible 
combinations for both local and for eign rates. 
One of the latter group bore four of 2 cen­
time perf. and a pair of th e I centime imperf. 
addressed to th e phil atelically in fa mous M r. 
Seebeck at 97 W all Street, Tew Y ork, . Y. 
The more interesting postal st ationery of 
this period w as also exhibited. R ath er than 
imprinting postal ca rds, r egular postage 
stamps were affi xed to officially printed ca rds 
in the proper amount as was th e practice w ith 
other countries during this period. 

In 1887 G eneral Salomon was persuaded 
to allow his countenance to appear on H aiti 
st amps. This se ries of fo ur values las ted 
until his political descend ancy in 1890. An 
interes ting cover shown by Mr. Sellers was 
fr anked with 7 centime of 1882 and a 3 cent. 
Salomon to m ake up the foreign r ate, th e 
latter st amp having been affixed upside down 
as an indicat ion of the latter 's disfavor . Ad­
ditional items of interes t we re: a used block 
of I O of the I cent ; and a bisect of th e 2 

cent. value used ad jacently to a complete 
copy making up the local (3 cent.) r ate. The 
hand stamped overpr ints issued in 1890 we re 
exhibited w ith all th eir modifications, includ­
ing th e norm al st ate. 

The " P alm Tree" issues of 1893, 1895 and 
1896 we re shown w ith th eir m any va r ie ties. 
A block of four of th e 5 cent. of 1896 im­
per fora te ve rtically used on a commercial 
cove r was among the many items of interes t. 
Many covers were shown to illust ra te th e dif­
ferent postal rates and the poss ible combin a­
tions of st amps used to m ake up those ra tes. 
The local r ate covers we re much th e sca rce r. 
The off cove r cancellation group was also 
quite. complete. 

The mod ified " P alm Tree" issue of March 
1898 w hich was printed in France on paper 
w atermarked "R " (epublic ) " H "(aiti ) were 
also presented r ath er comprehensively. This 
included tri al color proofs, specimens, both 
overprinted and punched, as well as the regu­
lar issue. Sufficient evidence was presented 
by way of commercial covers to show r ath er 
conclusively th at all values of this series saw 
postal service. 

The 1898 issues printed by the American 
Bank ote Company and the 1899 re-issue of 
the primary postal values in the proper 
U . P . U. colors we re enh anced m th eir show-
194 THE CO
ing by the inclusion of th eir proofs and covers 
show ing correct usage. 

The popular 1904 issues were presented in 
full colorful array fr om th e proo fs in black, 
through all known color combinations and 
printing vari a tions. As w ith th e previous issues, 
covers and cancell ations g raced th e showing. 

In 1906 th e 20 cent and 50 cent Nord­
Al exis st amps we re ove rprinted I and 2 cen­
tim e. The I centime on 50 centimes w hich 
only ex ist inver ted was among the group 
shown. In 1907 addi tional values we re over­
printed in red , brown, bl ack and violet. Both 
shades of the violet ove rp rint of I centime 
on th e 20 centimes orange were displayed. 
T he numerous hand stamping varieties were 
included in this displ ay. 

T he overprints of Gene ral O reste Z amor 
be tter known as th e "GL O Z " overp rints, re­
ceived th e same complete treatment as did th e 
oth er groupings in this showing. T he great­
es t ra rity in H aiti , th e "GL O Z ove rpr int" 
on th e 50 centimes No rd-Alex is overprinted 
P os te-P aye, was exhibited in used condi t ion. 
There we re only 50 copies of this ove rprint 
of w hich ten rem ain on reco rd . O f the ten 
only two a re known used. 

The regul ar se ries of 1906, those of 1913 
and I 9 15- 16 we re not neglected, nor we re 
th e U nited States Marine O ccupation hand­
stamps of 19 15-16, each receiving compre­
hensive display and discussion. 

M r. Selle rs closed th e di spl ay w ith a blend 
of th e phil a telically exot ic: unissued R evolu­
tiona ry stamps; postal fo rge ries; revenues; 
revenues pos tally used; H amburg-American 
Line Local st amps showing H ait ian use; and 
fi nally, the "working" collection of can­
cell ations. 

T his showing was indeed a tribute to th e 
interes t and enthusiasm of th e exhibitors. It 
refl ected the many hours th a t went into th e 
pl an ning and assembling of th e exhibi ted ma­
teri al. Seldom ind eed have the members 
been pr ivileged to view a joint showing 
which was so comp rehensive, ye t w hich 
avoided th e duplication of materi al, so fre­
quently found in coope rative showings of one 
country. M ess r. Seller s, D alsimer , H enn an 
and Simmons are to be congratul ated fo r 
th eir fasc inating, comprehensive exhibit of 
H aiti an phila tely from its ve ry beginning 
through th e first qu arter of this century. 
(M. G. O'R.) 
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One of th e handsome sterling si lver trays awarded by the Program Committee of The Col­
lecto rs Club as one of the ma jor awards for the 1955 Member Competition and so engraved . 
A larger one was for the Grand Award, while a smaller size was awarded to six other exhibits 
of eq ual me rit on the night of April 20th , 1955. 

Photo by B out relle 
A 1111ual JH ember Competition 

April 20, 1955 

Once again the annu al competition for the 
members proved to be one of th e most popu­
lar events conducted by this C lub . With 
each exh ibit limited to one frame wi th 12 

album pages or less, a total of 51 entries 
we re mounted in th e main Meeting R oom. 
16 of th e frames were of particular interest 
because th ese are th e new ones designed by 
th e F IPEX Committee fo r th e r956 Inter­
nati onal Exh ibition. Th e Association f or 
Stamp Exhibitions wished to try th em out 
to ascer ta in if they we re entirely practical 
and successful. 

The Progr am Committee had planned well 
in advance. H aving had several years prev­
ious experience in conducting such a compe­
tition , the 1955 affair went off well. The 
exhibit was mounted and staged by an ex­
perienced group of members. 
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Many attended this nigh t. The second 
fl oor lounge was fi lled to overfl owing w hen 
all gath ered a t 8 p. m. to hea r th e Chair­
man of the Judges announce th e w inners. 
Although no count of attendance was made, 
a conse rv ative es tim ate would be th at at 
least 150 members or guests viewed the 
exhibit. 

The Chairman of the Board of Jud ges, Mr. 
L ouis Stich, made some preliminary an­
nouncements for exhibitors' guid ance based 
upon our experience w ith these exhibits. At 
th e suggestion of many present, th ese have 
been inco rpor ated into an ed itorial (see page 
162). 

As in pas t years, it was re-assuring to 
lea rn th a t over one-half of th e entries came 
from non-resident members, some exhibits 
being sent on from as far as California and 
Canada. 

It is essential to realize that each exhibit 
was shown without identification of the own-
NO. IV 195 



TH E CLUBHOUSE 
er. Thus the Judges were removed, as far 
as possible, from personal favoritism so the 
material was judged on its own merits, not 
by phil atelic stature of any exhibitor. Mr. 
Stich had selected H erb ert Bloch, Winthrop 
S . Bo.qgs, Mrs. John D. Dale and Harrison 
D. S. Haver beck to serve as his Judges. 
Consequently, every one must admit that the 
sum-total of the phila telic knowledge of this 
Board of Judges was of the highest calibre. 

The Program Committee under the Chair­
manship of Mr. H averb eck and the House 
Committee headed by Mr. J. S. Glaser, suc­
cessfully staged the exhibit. The following 
members were singled out for mention for 
their fine, voluntary se rvices :-Sidney F. 
Barrett , H enry Kraemer, Frank Kohn , 
Edwin Mayer , Stanley R . Rice, Stephen G. 
Rich, Col. John F. Rider, Maurice Trip et 
and Sol W hitman. 

The following is th e list of all th e exh ibits 
and the exhibitors:-

I. Austria-Herbert Dube 
2. Ecuador-John W. Funkhouser 
3. Rare Covers- Col. J ohn F. Rider 
4. Puerto Rico-Edward Goldsmith 
5. Clii11a, Essays a,;d Proofs-Warren G. Kauder 
6. Alaska-James J . Matejka, M.D. 
7. A11tographs 011 Cover-Mrs. Helen R. G . Lee 
8. I9t!t Ce11 t11 ry U. S.-J. Caldwell King 
9. R oman Sta l es-Louis Klein 

10. IQtlt Ce11 tu ry U. S. Essays-Julian F. Gros 
11. Unit ed States First I ss ue R eve nu e Stamps-Mor­

ton Dean J oyce 
12. Selected Stamps ln volvi11 g Stamp D esig11-John B. 

K aiser 
13. klou11 ta i11s i11 Africa-Stephen G. R ich 
14. H ong Ko11g-lrwin M. Yarry 
I). Aeropla11 e Crash Covers-Joseph L. Eisendrath , 

Jr. 
16. U. S. Jc Gree11 I870-79-Edwin Milliken 
17. France-Louise C1emencon 
18. H 1111ting Throu gh th e Ages-Eugene V. Connett, 

3rd 
19. Clii11a-E ll ery D eni son 
20. B elgium-Clarence E. Foster 
21. Airmail Stamps on Covers-Henry M. Goodkind 
22. Bulga ria-Herbert P. Woodward 
23. Military a11d Censored Air Letter Sh eets-Sol 

Whitman 
24. Mexico-J ames 0 . Vadeboncoeur 
25 . Sw itzerla11d-Maurice Tripet 
26. Bade11-W. Flaccus Stifel 
27. Egypt-Peter A. S. Smith 
28. Confederate Covers-Philip Silver 
29. Pion eer Airmails-R . H. Shrady, M.D. 
30. Haiti-F. Burton Sellers 
31. Austria-Carl R . Rueth 
32 . Map Stamps-A llen H . Seed, J r. 
33 . U . S. R ailroad Covers- C. W. R emele 
34. H11ngary-Ben Reeves 
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35. l 11dia11 Feudatory States-Emmett B. Peter, Jr. 
36. U. S. Stampless Covers-Edwin Mayer 
37. U. S. D epa rlm e11ts ; Specime11s and Proofs-Serge 

A. Korff 
38 . Austria-Frank K ohn 
39. Clii11a-E. Robert Clas 
40. Creal Britain- H . P . Burrell 
41. Nova Scotia a11d New Brun swick-Leona Pecha 
42. Grea t B ritai11-Edwin E. Elkins 
43 . U . S. Jc SI's-Edwin S. Bingham, Jr. 
44. Bornia & H erzego·vi11a-J. F. Connor 
45. Russia #I-Paul M. Davidson 
46. l11dia-Paul P. Lindenberg 
47. Fra nce-Paul Baudry 
48. B ermuda-Fred K ahn 
49. Frr11 ch Post Offi ce at l affa-S. . Shure 
50. V e11 ezuela Air A1'ails-Osca r R. Lichtenstein 
51. D esig11s of Charles R. Chickering, U. S . B ureau 

E ngraver-Victor C. Timmermann 

The Judges selected the following Awards: 

Crand Award 

Llustria by . Frank Kohn, an exhibit of th e 
first issues wi th unused multiple pieces, 
erro rs, sca rce cancelations and cove rs. 

6 Awards of Merit 

R are covers by Col. J ohn F. Rid er, a showing 
of pieces dating back to the early 14th 
Century 

Llirmail Stamps on covers by H enry M . 
Good kind 

U . S. Stampless covers by Edwin Mayer 
Bosnia and H erzeg ovina by J ohn F. Connor 
Russia No. I by Dr. P aul M. Davidson 
Early France by P aul Baudry 

16 Certificates of Fel ic ita tions 

Austria by H erbert Dube 
C hina, Essays and Proofs by W a rren G. 

K auder 
Alaska by J ames J. Matej ka, M .D. 
H ong Kong by Irwin M. Yarry 
France by Louise C lemencon 
Hunting Thru th e Ages (T op ical ) by Eugene 

V. Connett 3rd 
Bulgaria by Herbert P. Woodward 
Switzerland by Maurice Tripet 
Baden by W. Flaccus Stifel 
Confederate Covers by Philip Silver 
Pion eer Airmails by R. H . Shrady, M.D. 
U . S . Railroad covers by C. W. Remele 
China by E. Robe rt C las 
Great Britain by Edwin E. Elkins 
India by P aul P . Lindenberg 
Ve nezu ela Air Mails by Osca r R . Lichten­

stein. 
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THE CLUBHOUSE 
Meeting of M ay 4, 1955 

Boston Philatelic So ciety Night 

The Boston Philatelic Society came in per­
son and by exhibits. A full dozen of its 
people, including the ladies, came for the 
occasion, bringing with them ten showings, 
with six speaking members among the group. 
After fillin g the wall frame s, the Bostonians 
were our guests for dinner at the Chesapeake 
House restaurant. 

At the opening of the meeting, President 
Elkins turned the conduct of the gathering 
over to President Urban Edgren of the Bos­
ton Phil atelic Society, w ho ac ted as master 
of ce remonies. 

Dr. G . Philip Grabfield, called on first , 
started by explaining the four exhibits which 
had been sent on by members who could not 
come in person : 

Th at of Albert Feldman, the 2-cent Wash­
ington of I 923 on, in all its variations, 
changes, usages, and w ith a number of most 
interes ting fre aks. 

That of Dr. Howard K . Thompson , show­
ing postmarks of places with the names 
W ashington and Lincoln. This strictly post­
mark exhibit included many unusual covers, 
worth study for other reasons as well as their 
postmarks from places like W ashington Court 
House, Lincolnd ale, and th e like. 

That of Clark Tuttle, a calend ar for a 
yea r, of town postmarks for each day, struck 
spang on stamps of th e Famou Americans 
series of 1940. 

Th at of Miss Laura L evesque : R ocket 
P osts fro m th eir star t, wi th covers from th e 
significant expe rimental fl ights and other in­
teres ting rocket mail dispatches. 

Dr. Grabfield proceeded to t alk on his own 
Malta covers. These were all of the st amp­
less period, st arting w ith one · of 1631 from 
the se rvice of th e Knights of Malta. He 
commented on the specially conve ntionalized 
Maltese Cross m a rk found on such covers, 
and its possible meaning as a "F ree" mark. 
A 1770 lette r of th e Grand Master, to Mar­
seille, followed. A remarkable piece, a folded 
letter of June 24, 1798, seven days af ter 
Napoleon took the island , and sent by a 
French soldier, gave emphasis to the histori­
cal role of Malta. 

The British post office was shown with its 
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early quarter-circle mark from 18091 and the 
many straight line types that followed. The 
later circle marks, that continued in use into 
the stamp period , followed. The Malta Mo­
bile Box of 1861 , a rare usage, was repre­
sented by a choice cover. 

Paid m arks, accounting marks showing di­
vision of r ate between the British and the 
Maltese postal se rvices, and a Malta Ship 
Letter duplicating the one Dr. Grabfield had 
lost on auction to President Elkins some 
yea rs ago, rounded out the showing. The 
final section was the Cholera Letters, slit for 
fumigation and with the · special markings in­
dicating that th ey had been so handled. 

Mr. Willard D. Coffen showed a compact 
Photographic-Philatelic project, that of pho­
tograph s taken by him, illustra ting the sources 
of design for stamps of th e United States, 
Canada, United Nations, and Panama. He 
told entertainingly of his recent trip into the 
M aritime Provinces of Canada, seeking the 
original pictures or scenes to photograph, and 
of hi s lucky chance to photograph views in 
Washington , D. C. precisely as need ed. 

Mr. U rban Edgren, stepping out of his 
role as M. C., brought on his own Stampless 
Covers of Sweden. These he had back to th e 
period of 1636, when, after seve ral abortive 
attempts, th e first Swedish postal se rvice was 
es tablished. P articul arly interesting were th e 
1685 first postmarks, F with crown for Free 
and B with crown for P aid , shown on several 
covers. These m arks found use on official 
mail only, and ex ist in 13 types in all. The 
very ra re l 708 new town postmark of Stock­
holm was rep resented by a cove r. 

Mentioning his Official L etters of 1712, 
and that by 1720 no less th an u8 post offices 
had postmarks, Mr. Edgren rema rked th a t 
the las t two of th e I 18, which had long 
eluded collectors, had been fo und and were 
the two he now exhibited. The arched and 
boxed types introduced from 1830 onward , 
and which remained in use long af ter official 
recall in some offices, during stamp days up 
to I 889 in one case, found rep resentation 
here. 

The Three Crowns ma rk of l 729 at I s­
trums, appa rently a special military postmark, 
was shown, w ith its story well given. Some 
la ter interesting cancel ations completed th e 
story. 
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Miss Dorothy Bates exhibited Water­
marks. Her showing was of stamps turned 
face down , specially arranged on a particu­
lar bl ack background to make the watermark 
visible. In differentiating closely similar 
waterm ark types, th e difficulties were men­
tioned. An old - time sheet of letter paper, 
the head of w hich might have been Napoleon, 
but which ac tu ally was his opponent King 
Frederick Willi am of Prussia, was a fea­
ture of thi s showing. 

Dr. L. S. Sn egire/J showed Russian Em­
pire mail s, with special emph asis on the early 
usages of the " Border Areas." Mentioning 
th at the fir st m ail route to the west was set 
up via Cronstad in 166, he showed the earliest 
postmarks: St. P etersburg 17 50 boxed type; 
Moscow 1755· A cholera cover with slits 
and disinfecting markings, from Odessa in 
1838, linked up the story to the M alta ex­
hibit earlie r in this evening's doings. Further 
unusual pieces were insu red m ail, officially slit 
and resealed, to verify contents; the earliest 
Ru ss ian ship letters, sent 1829-1840 by con­
tract w ith th e British ship " George IV." 

A representation by typical items of the 
Border Areas in st ampless days-Poland , Fin­
land , th e Levant offices, and of Military Mail 
befo re th e Crimean W ar , was concluded by 
scarce military mai l covers from th e Ru sso­
Turkish War of 1877-79. 

Mr. Maurice C. Blake climaxed th e eve­
ning with Multiple R ates of Boston, using 
both material in th e wall frames and a series 
of lantern slid es. His emph asis was on th e 
fact th a t we had four and only four scales 
of postage in thi s country, th ough on each 
basal scale th e rates va ried: 

r. l 7 l l to I 845 by zones or distance and 
number of sheets of paper. 

2. 1845-49 and revived 1851 to 1885: unit 
r ate per half ounce. 

3. 1849-51: unit rate per half ounce only 
within the fir st ounce weight ; by 
double unit r ate per full ounce on 
multiples above one ounce. 

4. 2c per ounce rega rdless of weight, 1885 
on. 

Mr. Blake showed no less th an 50 covers 
by slides, indicating th e various methods of 
charging the postage, from the Franklin 
" pennyweights of silver" and equivalents in 
Colonial currency onwards. Of these, odd 
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rates such as 74 cents and $r.18, were in­
cluded. This comprehensive collection, w hich 
deserves to be m ade into an article for pub­
lication, closed the evening. 

After presentation of the Club's certifi­
cates of appreciation to the exhibitors and 
for those who had sent exhibits while not 
coming in person, the meeting was adjourned. 
(S. G. R.) 

Meeting of May 18, 1955 

U . S. Envelopes 

Mr. Marcus W. W hite kept th e member­
ship not merely interested but almost hypno­
tized, for an hour and three qu arters with his 
showing of U nited States Stamped Envel­
opes. W e are promised a detail report, 
mentioning th e items of par ticular signifi­
cance. P ending th a t, we report that Mr. 
White brought out on th e showing stand no 
less th an nin e volumes of the Department 
Envelopes , explai ning with much verve th eir 
story, th e variations, and th e pieces w hich 
had been elusive to acquire. H e th en turned 
to th e wall frames , all of which he had filled 
w ith 19th Century materi al. Not only was 
th ere remarkable completeness of coverage, 
but Mr. White's geni al way of t elling th e ci r­
cumstances of acquiring the unusual items 
brought each of them into sharp mental focus. 

The members st ayed right to th e end: there 
were actu ally more in the room at 9.45 P. M. 
th an th ere had been when the meeting opened 
at 8 o'clock sha rp. This is a grand tribute 
to a most interesting exhibitor. (S . G. R.) 

Meeting of June I st 

20th Cent ury British Commonwealth 

The program at this meeting, wh ich is th e 
final one before the Summer Recess, was pre­
sented by one of the long- time membe rs of the 
Club, Daniel F. D e B eixedon. The theme 
of the lecture and display was a survey of the 
Twentieth Century stamps of th e British 
Commonwealth . The pages selected to be 
displayed in the fr ames were chosen with the 
idea of presenting a cross-section of the 
issues. This was designed to illustr ate the 
changes from the end of the Empire to Com­
monwealth of Nations. It was basically this 
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history as portrayed on stamps, which was 
exhibited. 

A large portion of th e program was de­
voted to th e issues during and just af ter 
World War I. These showed the expansion 
of the Commonwealth arising from the con­
quest of the former German Empire. Out­
standing in this section we re the frames de­
voted to the former German Colonies in th e 
P acific, such as the provisional Occupation is­
sues of the Caroline I slands, Marshall Isl­
ands and Samoa. One highly interesting piece 
was a cove r bea ring a bisect of the Caroline 
I sland s Provisional posted by the Japanese, 
bearing cancellation marks both wi th the 
Christian calend a r and the J apanese dating, 
w hich is reckoned from the beginning of the 
reign of the current Mikado. These dual 
markings substanti ate the legitimacy of this 
bisect, which had been questioned . The issues 
of th e Australian Mandate of the North 
West P acific Islands were well represented, 
including a fine r ange of th e settings, in 
w hich th e fr unified setting was represented 
by a mint copy. There are probably not more 
than r6 copies known of this st amp. 

From other theatres of th at W ar , there 
we re many other interesting items. The 
Long Island Provisionals issued by the British 
Na val Forces in the B ay of Smyrna were 
show n in their ent ire ty togeth er w ith some 
historical documents supporting th e issue. 
There was included a letter from H . Piri e 
Gordon describing th e effor ts of th e British 
Government to remove the copies of these 
stamps, th a t had fo un d th eir way into th e 
hands of collectors, from th e philatelic 
market. The East African theatre was rep­
resented by a complete r ange of the "Mafia" 
provisionals w hich were used during th e pur­
sui t of the German Gunboat " K oenigsberg''. 
Mr. D e Beixedon pointed ou t, as a matter of 
interest, th at th e recent motion picture "The 
African Queen" was based upon this little 
known episode . The Briti sh Occupation is­
sues fo r the Ru ssian port city of B atum 
illustrated another out-of-the-way happen­
ing during this great conflict. Many of them 
we re shown and described. 

Among other fine sections of the di spl ay 
we re the Edward VII issues of Great Brit­
ain, showing the differences between the De 
L a Rue, Harrison, and Somerset House 
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printings The perforation vanet1es of the 
Austr ali an George V issues were well repre­
sented, as were also the die and shade varie­
ties of these st amps. There was a frame de­
voted to th e reign of former King Farouk 
of Egypt, showing his rise, fall and exile as 
portrayed on the st amps of Egypt. In the 
frames devoted to India were several inter­
es ting covers showing usage from the post 
offices in Tibet. 

During his running commentary upon the 
display, Mr. D e Beixedon pointed out how 
the British employed stamps as a method of 
adver tising the Empire and its products. H e 
showed how th e entire Commonwealth was 
tied toge th er by the symbol of th e Crown, 
illu str ating this by the fact th at Great Brit­
ain at no time had inscribed the name of the 
country upon its st amps. The portrait of 
th e King or Queen alone being enough to 
id entify th em. 

In the discussion period following the end 
of th e for mal lecture, much comment was 
devoted to th e usages of postage stamps for 
other things th an th e ca rrying of letters. It 
was pointed out th a t the telegraph system in 
the Commonwealth was ad ministered by the 
P ost Office, and th at many of th e high de­
nomin ation stamps we re basically intended 
for this purpose r ather than postage. It was 
shown th at, with th e exception of Indi a and 
certain of th e South African states, it is im­
possible to distinguish this usage by even th e 
postmark, because th e same marks were used 
for both cancelling letters and telegraph 
blanks. Th e discuss ion also touched upon 
th e fac t th at stamps above th e denomination 
of 4d. were bas ically intended for th e parcel 
se rvice and th at their use for postage was 
purely incidental. An interes ting point dis­
cussed rega rding th e high denomination 
stamps of the British P acific I sland colonies 
was that they were mostly used on bills of 
lad ing for ca rgo manifes ts. This arose from 
th e fact th at th e Post Office assumed th e re­
sponsibility for the delivery of ca rgoes, ca r­
ried by ships in the area. And las tly, th e 
well known fact was repeated th at th ese 
st amps were also w idely used for revenue 
purposes as well as postage or telegrams. 
The discussion next turned to a consideration 
of th e postal tre aty arrangements between 
Indi a and the protected border states. It was 
O. IV 199 



THE CLUBHOUSE 
shown how the international postage was paid 
by the stamps of Tibet and Nepal, and, that, 
through treaty arrangements, stamps of India 
were affixed to carry the letters outside of 
their boundaries. The total fee was paid at 
the point of origin with the requisite Indian 
postage being added upon delivery to the 
Indian Post Office. Then semi-annual ac­
countings between the head offices followed. 
India maintained postal agencies within the 
borders of these states for the express pur­
pose of handling this type of mail. 

Mr. De Beixedon is to be thanked for pro­
viding a most entertaining and instructive 
evening. We hope that we shall be able to 
learn more about his fine collections at 
another time. (H. D. S. H.) 

The Library Committee reports the acqui­
sition of the following: 

The Red Cross on Stamps by Wilson A. 
Swanker, M.D. Published by the Ameri­
can Topical Association, Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

European Philatelic Society for American 
P ersonn el Overseas Bulletin edited by 
S/ Sgt. Robert A. Young, Sanvika, Nor­
way. Gift of Mr. Sol Whitman. 

Sieger Liechtenstein H andbuch und Katalog 
1953· Sieger Verl ag, Lorch/ Wurttem­
berg, Germany. (German) Gift of 
Aero Philatelists. 

Wholesale Price List Postage Stamps of 
Post-War Czechoslovakia . I ssued by 
Artia Philatelic Department, Praha, 
Czechoslovakia. Gift of Aero Philat­
elists. 

* V erzeichnis der M aschinenstempel. Issued 
by Director General PTT, Bern, Switz­
erland. (German and French) 

Philatelic Literature. Gift of Mr. Frederick 
A. Brofos. 

The National Stamp Album 1886 by J . Wal­
ter Scott. Published by Scott Stamp and 
Coin Co., Ltd., New York. Gift of Mr. 
John A. Klemann. 

*Bermuda : Th e 1910-36 " Ship" Type 
Stamps by M. H. Ludington. Published 
by Junior Philatelic Society, London, 
England. 

* Reviewed in this number. 
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Anuario de la Revista Filatelica Paraguaya 
1955· (Spanish) Gift of Aero Philatel­
ists. 

* Catalogo dos Selos do Brasil " Unico", 
Separata No. 2, 1954. 

Coronel Bogado, Paraguay. (Portuguese) 
Gift of Mr. Alfred J. Hillel. 

Standard Catalogue People's Posts of China 
1952. Published by Universal Stamp 
Service, Hongkong. 

Philatelic Literature. Gift of Mr. S. G. 
Rich. 

*United Postal Station ery Society United 
States Postal Card Catalogu e, edited by 
George M. Martin. Van Dahl Publi­
cations, Inc., Albany, Oregon. 

Th e Encyclopedia of British Empire Postage 
Stamps, Volum e I. Great Britain and 
the Empire in Europe. Published by 
Robson Lowe, Ltd. , London, England. 
Second Edition. 1952. Gift of Mr. Paul 
Carlton. 

Catalogu e of " f f7at erhous e" Collec tion. H. R. 
Harmer, Ltd., London, England. Gift 
of H. R. Harmer Inc. 

* L es Timbr es Faux de B elgiqu e by M. G. 
Slagmeulder. Published by Heraly-
Charleroi , Brussels, Belgium. 

Bnlletin of International Society for l apa­
nese Philately. Our file completed to 
date through kindness of Mrs. Conway 
Zirkle. 

Sanabria's Air Post Catalogu e 1954-55· 
Nicolas San abria Co., Inc., New York. 
Gift of Aero Philatelists. 

* Comm emorative Stamps of th e British 
Commonwealth by Harri son D. S. 
Haverbeck. Published by D. Van Nos­
trand Co., Inc. , Jew York. 

HPO Not es, Vols. 1-5. 1950-1954. Edited 
by Jerry J arnick. Published by Na­
tion al Highway Post Office Society. 
Bound Volume. 

Catalogu e of th e " Steph en D . Brow n" Auc­
tion of U. S. Stamps and Covers. Har­
mer, Rooke & Co., Ltd. , London , Eng­
land . Gift of Mr. W. Lloyd Heath. 

Sanabria's Air Post Catalogu e 1954-55· 
Nicolas Sanabria Co. , Inc. , New York. 
Gift of Mr. Robert J. Lyon , editor. 

Thurn und Taxis 350 lahre Post by Fritz 
Sebastian. Published by Bruno Wilkens, 
Hanover, Germany. (German) Gift of 
Mr. E . S. Anasir. 
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Philatelic Literature. Gift of Mr. Edwin 
Mueller. 

Th e Postal Stationery of Italy by Pierson 
Ostrow, Elizabeth , N. J. 

Th e Squared Circle P ostmarks of Canada 
by Alfred Whitehead . Published by 
British No rth American Society. Gift of 
Mr. W. S. Boggs . 

Pricer! Catalogue of Channel Islands R eve­
nue and Insurance Stamps . Compiled 
by William Newpo rt. Published by 
Chann el Islands Special ists Society, Lon­
don, E ngland. 

New York Postmaster's Miniature Plate of 
N in e Proofs by C la rence W. Brazer, 
D .Sc. R epr in t from 20th American 
Phil atelic Congress Book 195+. 

XX Killers, Journ al of U . S. 20th Century 
P os tal Cancell ations Society. Our file 
completed to date th rough kindness of 
Mr. Donald B. Stevens. 

Th e Postage Stamps of Armenia, Part II , 
The Unframed HP Monograms, by 
S. D. Tchilinghiri an and P. T. Ashford. 
Published by The British Society of Rus­
sion Philately, London, England. 
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At th e Board of Governors meetings held 
April 27th and M ay 25th , 1955, th e following 
new members were elected: 

4320 Robert D. Low rie, Tucson, Ariz. Col­
lects J apan, China. 

4321 Arnold M. Strange, H arpenden, H erts., 
England. Collects philatelic literature. 

4322 H. P. Michene r, Stirling, N . J. Col­
lects Liberia. 

4323 P eter F. E ngel, Syosset, N. Y. Collects 
Central and Western Europe. 

+32+ Melvill e C. Na than , San Rafael , C alif. 
Collects W este rn covers, 3c 1851 postal 
markings. 

4325 Zdzislaw J. Ohara, Chicago, Ill. Col­
lects P oland. 

4326 H enry L . Pool, East H ampton, . Y. 
Collects United States envelopes, Brit­
ish colonies. 

4327 J ames D. W oodwa rd , Secane, Pa. Col­
lects Mexico, General, Sports st amps, 
and cove rs. 

4328 H arvey E. J oh nson, Elmhurst, Ill. Col­
lects Mexico, France, U nited States, 
Vatican, Philippine Republic. 

(Concluded on P age 211) 
The Collectors Club 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND SURPLUS 

For the Year Ended December 31, 1954 

INCOME: 
Dues ..... .. ............... .. .......... ....... .. ......... .......................... ...... $ 
Phi late I ic Founda ti on, rent ..................................... .. ........ . 
Associa t ion fo r Stamp Exhibitions .................................... .. 
Contributi ons, Study Croups .................... .. ........................ .. 
Sale of C. C. P. handboo!<s ... .......... .. ............................... .. 

12,544.12 
800.00 
200.00 
565.00 
187 .29 

Miscellaneous ............ ... .................. .. ......................... ......... . 3.03 $ 14,299.44 

OPERATING EXPENSES: 
Club ...... .......................... ......... ...... ................................... .. 6,334.01 
House ........ ................................... ..... ... .... ... ...... .. ........... .... . 4,744.05 11 ,078.06 

Operati ng income ........... .............. .... ...... ......... ... . 3,22 1.38 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

PUBLICATION : 
Cost of publishing ........ ..... ..... ..... .. .... .. ..................... .. 
Deduct income from: 

Advertising .................. ..................... . $2,009 .97 

5,393.85 

Subscriptions .. .. ..... .. .......... ... ..... .. ..... 287.50 2,297.47 3,096.38 
---------

Net income .. .. ...... .. ..................... ............................................. 125.00 
SURPLUS, December 31 , 1953 ...... ................. ........ ..................... 119,764.80 

Transfer of furniture and fixtures from Collectors Club Fund l , l 07.41 120,872.21 

SURPLUS, Decembe.r 31 , 1954 .......... ... .. .... ...................................... ... ............ $ 120,997.21 
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BALANCE SHEET, December 31 , 1954 

ASSETS 

Cash ....... ....... ... .... ... .................. .. ... ....... ... .. .... . ......... .. . ......... .... .... . $ 4,349.56 
Deposi t with Post Office ... .... ..... ... ...... .... . ....... . .............. .. ... .. ...... . 15.00 
Donated stamps, block of four 5c Garfield special printing (Scott's 

catalogue No. 205c) at appraisal value ... . .. .............. .. . . 5,000.00 
House Replacement Fund : 

Cash in Trustees' account .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .... ........... ... . . ......... .. .... . $ 379.42 
Marketable securities .... ........ ...... ....................... .. ..... . .......... . 8,375.98 8,755.40 

J. Brace Chittenden Memorial Fund: 
Cash ...... .. . ... .. .. .. ....... .. ....... .. ................... ...... ....... ................. . 128.69 
Marketable securities .... . ... .. ... . ... ... . ....... .... ... ..... .. ............. . ... . 6,700 .00 6,828,69 

Life Membership Fund : 
Cash in savings bank .......... ......... . ..... ... .... .. ..... . ...... ..... .. ... ... . 856.59 

Collectors Club Fund: 
Cash ................. ..... .. ....... .. ... ................. .. .. .... ...... ... ............. .. . 2 ,464.15 

Fixed assets : 
Club real estate ...................... ............................................. . 65,058.07 
Furniture and equipment ... .................. ........ . .. .. ................... . 15,851.89 
Library ......... . ... . .... . .............. .... .. ... . .. .. .. ................. .. ....... ... ... . 30,293.35 111 ,203.31 

Unexpired insurance premiums ...... .............................. ...... .... ..... .. . 994.91 

$140,467 .61 

LIABILITI ES, FUND RESERVES AND SURPLUS 

Lia bi Ii ties: 
Federal income and payroll taxes withheld from employees $ 
Federal insurance contributions payable ......... ... ... .. ... ........... . 
Dues paid in advance .... ...... ...... .. ....... .. .. .... .. ... . .... . ......... .. .... . 

Fund reserves: 
House Replacement Fund Reserve ... ... .... .. ............. ...... ..... . .. . 
J. Brace Chittenden Memorial Fund ...... .. . ... ...... ..... .. . .. ..... .. .. . 
Life Membership Fund Reserve ........ ........ ......... . .. . .. ...... ... .... . . 
Collectors Club Fund Reserve ...... ... ...... . .................... . .......... . 
McCoy Library Fund Reserve ....... ... ..... ........ ........... .. ..... ...... . 

Surplus ..... .... ..... ... . ......... ... .......... .... .... .. .... .... .. ... ... . .. ...... ... . ... . ...... . 

Board of Governors 

Marshall Granger & Company 
Members American Institute of Accountants 

Certified Public Accountants 
Lincoln Building, New York 17 , N. Y. 

AUDITORS' REPORT 

The Collectors Club 
New York, N. Y. 

91.20 
15.00 

459.37 $ 565.57 

8,755.40 
6,828.69 

856.59 
1,964.15 

500.00 18 ,904 .83 

120,997.21 

$140,467.61 

We have made a limited examination of the balance sheet of THE COLLECTORS CLUB, 
a non-profit corporation organized under the laws of New York State, as of December 31, 
1954, and the related statement of operations and surplus for the year then ended . We did 
not make a complete audit of transactions but we counted the marketable securities and 
ve rified the bank balances by independent confirmations. 

New York, N. Y. 
June 13, 1955. 

MARSHALL GRANGER & COMPANY 
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BOO K REVIEWS 
Commemorative Stamps of th e British Com­
monwealth by H arrison D. S. Haverbeck, 
F. R. P. S., L. 240 pages, 46 plates of half­
tone illustrations. Cloth cover. D. Van 

ostr and Co. Inc., New York, T. Y., Pub­
lishers. Price $6.50. 

A t first appearances, a complete book on 
British Commonwealth Commemorative is­
sues would seem to be making a philatelic 
moun t ain ou t of a philatelic mole-hill! 

However "Commemorative Stamps of the 
British Commonwealth" by H arrison D. S. 
H averbeck proves w hat a wealth of interest­
ing information th ere is avai lable in th ese 
issues, and records it in a most effective man­
ner. 

Mr. H averbeck se ts out to describe in full 
detail the many British Commemorative is­
sues, as regards the person or eve nt that is 
co mmemo rated, the date of issue , the de­
signer , printer, size of sheet, watermark, 
perforation , plus th e reported errors and 
van et1es. Every issue is illustr ated. 

V ery cons iderable r esearch has been made 
by the au thor in this direction and th e in­
formation relating to th e designs (and the 
many errors made) makes most interes ting 
read ing. 

However, as fa r as the listing of varieties 
is conce rn ed , there wou ld appear to be omis­
sions. For example, th ere is excluded in th e 
1887 issue of Great Brita in th e 1,0d dull 
purple and green wh ich exists with th e pur­
ple part of the des ign double and is so listed 
by th e Stanley Gibbons (L ond on ) catalogue 
as number 198a. On th e oth er hand the 
various imperforates of the same issue a re 
listed as varieties w hereas they are no rm ally 
considered to be "imprimaturs" , that is a 
form of proof . 

For the collecto r of British Commonwealth 
issues, who wishes to kn ow more of the 
st amps he owns, or w ho wishes to w rite-up 
his collection in an instructive manner, th e 
book is invaluable. 

The general presentation, l ay-out and 
stand ard of reproduction of the illustra tions 
are excellent. (Bernard D. Harm er) 
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Un it ed Stat es Postal Card Catalog, George 
M. M a rtin, Editor, United Postal Stationary 
Society 1955. Van Dahl Publications, Al­
bany, Ore. (4) + VI II + 94 + (2). $2.50 

This comprehensive and competent cat a­
logue of th e Postal Ca rds of the United 
States is comparable in its field to the monu­
mental "Thorp Catalogue of U. S. Envel­
opes ." The editori al board includes the most 
distinguished stud ents of th ese issues, one of 
w hom David H. Burr, is equ ally known for 
his knowledge of envelopes . 

The opening pages have to do wi th th e his­
torical development of P ostal Cards gener­
ally. Although apparently an American idea, 
it was Austria wh ich October 1, 186g became 
th e first P ostal Administration to issue stamp­
ed postal ca rds. It is rather disappointing to 
note th a t atte ntion was not called to th e fact 
th at Canada was th e first P ostal Administra­
tion in th e New World to issue postal cards. 
This was on May r , 1871 , two years prior 
to th e first U nited States ca rd s. 

The preliminary notes refer to general 
matters affec ting all ca rds. The rem arks 
under "Card Stock," " Ink Shades and Al­
binos and Dry-Prints" are most sensible. 
They should be read and digested by all col­
lectors and catalogue ed itors, because with 
slight modification th ey apply to many phila­
telic varieties. The same also applies to 
"Surcharges". 

In grouping the cards there are four 
classifications-single cards, reply cards, Air 
Mail ca rd s, and official ca rd s. In th ese list­
ings all th e pert inent inform ation is given 
relating to each var iety, such as date of is­
sue, Scott catalogue number, qu antity is­
sued , size of sheets, contrac tor, type of 
presses, notes on varieties, and any other 
necessary rem arks. 

The 1920-rc surcha rges are most thor­
oughly presented, with illustrations of every 
type. Some of th ese a re very scarce. If 
postal cards were more widely collected, 
th ey would command very high prices. 

P age 43 is rather confusing. In referring 
to irregular surcharges the terms "cards 
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I-4", "ca rd s 5 & 6", and so on are used 
which should be captioned "card s S52A to 
D ", "cards S52E-G", and so on as there 
are ten such cards, not nine. 

The appendices, of which th ere are nine, 
cove r practically eve ry other phase of United 
States P ostal Cards . The pricing is on pages 
89 to 94, a wise provision , so that a six page 
pamphlet can be issued w ith revised prices 
when necessary. This is so practical that 
many other catalogue ed itors and publishers 
shou ld study thi s pattern for further use . 

In conclusion, the P ostal Ca rd stud en ts 
a re to be congratul ated in th e production of 
so schola rly a wo rk, which will be indis­
pensable to eve ry one who wishes to be well 
informed on t hese issues. May we conclud e 
w ith th e suggestion that some effort be made 
to have future editions of " the Thorp En­
velope Catalogue" include this Postal Carel 
ca talogue, so th at we eventu ally will have a 
"United Catalogue of the Postal Stationery of 
th e United States." (fV . S. B.) 

L es T imbres Faux de B elgiqu e by M. G. 
Slagmuelcler. Editions H erald-Charleroi. 
r 57 pp. Tllustr ated and Indexed. Paper 
bound. Price $2.00. (F rench ) 

This is an outstanding reference wo rk for 
an experienced philatelist. But, one w ho is 
not too advanced or does not understand 
philately too generally, would be well advised 
to stee r clear of this book, beca use th e phil a­
telic fundamentals may confuse ra th er than 
cla rify. 

The presentation of th e problem of fakes 
o f Belgian stamps is admirable. The contents 
are set forth orderly, and each fake is clearly 
defined. There a re a tot al of r83 illustra­
tion s, being by far th e most use ful part of 
this handbook. Th e cuts a re clear and en­
larged. They are easy to follow. 

Th e introduction (pp. 9 to 17) is ably 
s tated. Eve ryone, not only Belgian special­
ists, who has a stake in a stamp collection, 
should read this. It would dispel a number 
-0f misconcepti ons now curren t. It refutes 
some false ideas too of ten propounded in th e 
popular American stamp press about fakes 
and forgeries . The author brilliantly defines 
·every known type . of fraudulent work made 
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to deceive. It is not just counterfeiting a 
stamp or applying simulated overprints which 
can frighten so m any innocents. This book 
defines 4 ca tegories of total fakes and 1 2 of 
pm·tial faking. Who among us is competent 
to select a certain type of fa ke as the one 
deceiving mos t collectors? Each type fools 
somebody, collector or dealer. P erhaps more 
have been chea ted by trimmed perfor ations 
or fa ke cancell ations than by counterfeiting a 
surcharge. 

This book edifies th e more intelligent phi­
lateli st. It probably wi ll sca re th e less ma­
ture, who fears th at philatelic fa king is be­
yond solution. But no, th e au th or graph i­
cally displays philatelic knowledge assuring 
all concerned th at philately can conqu er 
those who perpetrate trickery. With this 
book as a refe rence, one can collect Belgium 
wi th a most reasonable assurance th at he will 
not be tricked into buying fraudulent cove rs, 
repai reel stamps or oth er worthless material. 

This book also reveals th a t it is not always 
th e sca rce or expensive items that are faked. 
A comparatively common variety may come 
into demand. The faker will supply an imi­
tat ion know ing th at his most profitable work 
li es in a wide distribution. 

This reviewe r can r ave about this book 
beca use th e auth or advises his re ade r how to 
detect a fake, if he has the required phila­
telic knowledge. One fake has been pro­
duced by chemically treating a common color 
to imitate th e scarce r color var iety. This 
book tell s one how to uncove r this by noting 
th at th e chemicals caused a paper shrinkage . 
Or a repai red copy is described; its de tection 
wi ll come by submersion in benzine. Each 
type of fake has its own distinctive individu­
aliti es, so th a t each must be handled sepa­
rate ly. 

Even if this r eviewe r felt captious or 
str ained to locate one minor fa ult, a ca reful 
read ing of th e w hole r 57 pages did not show 
one detail subject to unfavorable comment. 
W e can only repeat that, in the righ t hand , 
this is a most use ful r efe rence book. The 
exposition is clea r and concise. The reader 
is instructed , not distracted by lengthy de­
scriptions or possible irrelevancies. A fa ir 
knowl edge of the French language will be 
helpful. But even without this, th e illustra­
tions allow one to und erstand a good portion 
of this book. (H. M. G.) 
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Sudwestafrike: H andbuch zur G eschichte 
eines Sonnenlandes. By Dr. H erbert W. 
Gewande. B ad Ems, 1954, W erner Kiihn 
Verl ag ; paper, 198 pp. 

Beginning with Poole's 1909 brochure on 
Zululand and Allis' great 1920 book on The 
Cape, one by one the Southern African coun­
tries have found adequ ate philatelic treat­
ment. G eldof 1928 on Orange F ree State , 
Curle and B asden I940 on Transvaal, the 
U nion H andbook/ C atalog of I952, and Gil­
bert's I954 brochure on Basutoland , bring the 
coverage nearer to completeness fo r the area. 
Natal and Southwest Africa alone have 
stayed unh andled save in magazine articles. 
Now th e latter is comprehensively covered, 
though in G erm an only. W e hope some 
enterprising w riter and publisher w ill bring 
Dr. Gewand e's wo rk into our language. 

So uth west Africa's five philatelic periods 
are all treated w ith full detail. These are: 

I . German period of "Forerunners." 
2. Ge rm an Colonial issues period. 
3. South A fr ican campaign and occupation. 
4. M andate P eriod : South African Stamps. 
5. M andate P eriod : Southwest Africa's 

own stamps. 

The history involved, such as th e circum­
stances fo r th e U nion Stamps used in S. W . A. 
from I9I5 to 1920 and th e different condi­
tion unde r th e So uth African M and ate from 
I920 till So uthwest 's st amps we re issued in 
I923, is give n w ith full detail and strict 
limitation to relevance. 

For a small count ry such as Southwest 
Africa, usages and postm a rks bulk fa r more 
phil atelically th an w hen th ere are many 
stamps wi th many var ieties to report, sort 
into orde r and perh aps even plate. Dr. 
Gewande has missed noth ing, fro m the usages 
of th e Ge rm an Empire st amps as fo rerun­
ners, th rough th e dates of es tablishment of 
all th e post offices, to illustra ting almost every 
separate postm a rk th at has any specific 
interest. 

Thus, th e interes ting "W anderstempel" of 
th e G erm an colonial period a re treated fully, 
w ith ample pictures. These cases, in w hich 
a metal dating postmark with out town name, 
was used at various offices, often one device 
at several successive new ly-opened postal 
places, with a straight line rubber tow n name 
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struck over it, (two operations to cancel) 
a re given needed listing and explanation. 
Though this reviewer has been cultivating 
the field desultorily for many years, he was 
able to fill numerous gaps in his information 
out of this ch apter. 

Likewise, the treatment of the mutilated 
or altered German postmarks of the Occu­
pation and ea rly M and ate years, is remark­
ably informative. This reviewer had hardly 
realized that actu al changes were made­
G erm an Olukonda device being mutilated 
and partly remade for Ondonga, for ex­
ample ; Bethanien altered to Bethany as well 
as having parts of G erman wording removed; 
G ochas similarly denuded and changed to 
Guchab. 

The treatment of philatelically done-to­
order usages in the Occup ation and early 
M and ate period is sane, eminently fit to pre­
vent those reading it from being deceived or 
paying high prices for covers of no signifi­
cance. (pp. 10 5- I 06 ) . W e note a picture 
showing a st amp invalida ted in 1908 among 
those used on such m aterial in I9I 7-but Dr. 
G ew and e evidently did not know of this. 

Seapost usages and R. P. 0. usages at 
various periods are handled w ith all needed 
detail. 

W e commend Dr. G ew and e for his re­
str aint on the mention of the political mat­
ters and changes involved, though we w ould 
have liked him to be more candid on the 
massacre of the H erreros in th e I904-05 w ar . 
But by and l arge, he has avoided partisan­
ship in his explanations. 

The only lacuna w e can find is page 131, 
where recognition of the lithographic T ype 
I a surchargings of I923 by the normal char­
acteristics of lithogr aphed work ( the " ir­
regular string of beads" edge or line ) is not 
mentioned. N or does Dr. G ew and e attempt 
to explain why the 5d surcha rged dues are 
always those of Transvaal: perh aps he w as 
not aw are th a t th ese w ere w hite elephants, 
useless stock, at Pretoria, even th at late, 
thirteen years after Transvaal's st amps had 
ceased to be colonial in use and w ere valid 
throughout the Union of South Africa. 

Maybe it is good German usage to speak 
of " Englisch" for things and countries that 
are British. If so, no fault applies. But 
seeing as it w as the Cape Colony that an-
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nexed Walfish Bay in 1878, the Imperial 
.-government (which is British-i.e. Scotch and 
.English and Welsh and some Irish com­
bined) that furnished the arms for the 1915 
conquest by the South African army without 
an English regiment even accompanying, and 
in the light of other similar facts, the wrong 
term seems to have been used. With this 
minor fault finding, this book can be recom­
mended to anyone working on Southwest 
Africa in any of its periods, as factually re­
liable, comprehensive in cove rage, and sane 
in its interpretations of any philatelic matter. 
Now who will give us an equally good hand­
book for Natal and thus round out the cov­
erage of Southern Africa? (S. G. R.) 

f/ erzeichnis der M achinenstempel / List es 
des Empreintes de Machine a Timbr er, with 
5 supplements r950-December r954. Pub­
lished by Administration of Swiss Posts. 
Berne , Switzerland. 

The Postal Administration of Switzer­
land first issued a bound book on its ma­
chine cancelations in 1950 which sells for 
6 frs. A new ed ition has appeared with five 
paper bound appendices, each covering a year 
after May I9SO. Thus the coverage now is 
complete from r ovember I9I I up to the 
commencement of this year. 

The tex t is in both French and German. 
But with the use of code letters and having 
every type of cancel illustrated, one need not 
read French or German to find this book 
most useful. The descriptions are most 
comprehensive and clear. For instance, a 
slogan cancel will be listed along with the 
letter "L" or "R". This means that this 
special cancellation is found to the left or 
right of the ordinary date and town m arking. 

All the machine cancellations are listed in 
a very systematic mann er. They are first 
divided into two main groups; then broken 
down further into subd ivi sions like straight 
line, circular, propaganda, exposition, con­
ference, music, sports and so on. 

In addition to having each cancellation de­
scribed in this .manner, the listing is by cities, 
using a cancel, in alphabetical order. 

The enterprise of the Swiss Post Office 
must be admired by all collectors. Usually 
philatelists interested in cancellations have to 
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compile their own lists hoping for completion 
with a government's co-operation, if avail­
able. But Switzerland has performed a re­
markable philatelic service by taking its com­
plete records, and then publishing them for 
interested philatelists. This is the only way 
to in sure completeness and accuracy. 
(Maurice Trip et.) 

B ermuda Ship Type: The r9ro-36 "Ship 
Typ e" Stamps. By M. H. Ludington. Lon­
don , Junior Phil atelic Society, 1955, paper, 
35 pp. 

In compact form, this book presents a de­
tailed study of a modern line-engraved issue. 
This particular issue is of special interest in 
th at a new production process was used: a 
master plate sans figure of value, 120 sub­
jects, was made in the usual siderographic 
manner. From thi s electrotypes, presumably 
in steel , were made, as needed for 60 or I20 

subjects, and the figures of value entered 
upon these by pantagraph. 

The history of each plate of each value, 
plus th e varieties on each in their positions, is 
given in detail. 

Your reviewer found the treatment both 
clear and adequate. 

A slight quarrel might be had , with the 
sta tement that the process of plate-making 
included "hardening" of the working plates 
for each value. The type of varieties th at 
developed, and the means used for restoring 
flaws and wear, would indicate strongly that, 
like the ea rly plates for United States and 
Canada issues of Toppan Carpenter & Co., 
the ra tional Bank J ote Co., as well as oth­
ers to I885, th ese plates were not case­
hardened at all. In fact, there is no reason 
in the method used, why even th e master 
plate should have been case-hardened. 

Sufficient illustrations for appa rently all 
needs, enlarged enough to be useful without 
effo rt , are included. We like the system of 
locating features, using the Thirkell "position 
finder" which forms the concluding picture in 
the booklet. The American user, once he 
knows that "ro ller" means transfer roll (as 
we call it here) will have no trouble in 
understanding everything. (S. G. R.) 

(Continued on Page 212) 
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More On 

Ship Ma il and Postal Markings 

THE HAMBURG-AMERICAN LINE 

on The West Ind ian Route 

By ROBERT G . STONE 
The article on this subject in the January 
1953 issue of this journal * stimulated a 
number of readers to send us considerable 
addi tional data and some few corrections, 
which we are pleased to report herewith. 

I. In the captions to Figures 14 and 27 
we attr ibuted the manuscript notations 
"Allemania" on the covers shown to the name 
of a boat; this is a mistake-the term is 
simply the Spanish for "Germ any", to which 
these letters were add ressed from Spanish-
5peaking co untries. Regarding the use of 
U. S. Special Delivery stamps as shown in 
Figure 21 B, Elliott Perry writes: "Around 
1914 a friend in the import-export business 
in I ew York had considerable mai l from 
co untries bordering on th e Caribbean and 
occasionally received a letter which bore a 
U. S. Special Delivery stamp. He told me 
that some foreign business houses made a 
practice of doing this. The reason was th at 
when there was a mail weekly, or less often, 
a week or more might be saved if reply went 
back on th e return trip. When a mail 
steamer m ade a quick turn-around in New 
York the hour or two which might be saved 
by 'special delivery' of the incoming letter 
would make the difference between getting 
the reply onto the return trip, or not until 
the next sailing. I think it was not custom-

*COLLECTORS CL us PHILATELIST, Vol. XXXII, pp. 
3-32. 
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ary to cancel the special delivery stamp until 
the letter arrived in the N. Y. Post Office, 
but have no doubt the letter you illustrate 
was given special delivery se rvice." 

2. The di scussion of the railway marks of 
the Verviers-Cologne line on pages 15-17 re­
quires some revision. The straightline mark 
cited ( p. I 5) is not known to German col­
lectors, but another one: "Aus W estindien/ 
via Hamburg" is reported for 1877 (Die 
Postmark e, 1930, p. 90). The circular "Aus 
W estindien--" mark is also known from 
1878 or earlier. Around 1882-88 is fou nd a 
style reading "Aus Westindien / mit / Ham­
burger Dampfer " in a rectangular box; and 
for the same period one reading "Verviers / 
(date) / Coeln" (not boxed). The Ham­
burg ar rival mark mentioned on p. I 7 should 
read: "Aus Westindien / via Hamburg" 
(I 877). 

3. Regarding the oval type German seapost 
marks for "Linie Hamburg-Mexico" (Fig. 
28, p. I 7) the following identifica tions of 
boats for the various numbers have been 
made: 

I. Kronprinzessin Cecelie (not Lfllemania), 
1906-12 

II. Frankenwald, 1912; Sachsen, 1923 
Ill. H olsatia, 1922; Magdalena, 1925-32 

(ship name separately struck in the 
space where "Mexico" was cut out) 

VII. Fuerst Bismarck, 1912 
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VIII. Ypiranga, 1912 
XI. Corcovado, 1912 
XIII. Spreewald, 1912 

4. The straightline "seepost" marks for the 
Priisident and Cali in Fig. 28, are certainly 
only purser marks, according to German col­
lectors. 

5. The circular seapost marks of the type 
illustrated in Fig. 28, p. 17, are also reported 
for: M. S . Caribia (1937), M. S. Cordillera 
(1933-36), M. S. T eutonia (1927), M. S. 
Galicia (1925-28) , M. S. Iberia (1935). Ac­
cording to J. Dahmann, some of these marks 
(Magdalena, e. g.) were originally used for 
Hapag pleasure cruises. Later the name of 
the cruise was cut out and the purser hand­
stamps carefully struck in separately in the 
space left thereby. 

6. On page 20 the descriptions of the quo­
tation marks in the keys for th e codes lb, 
rd, rf , and 2g were incorrectly given as 
"European style"-only code re has that style 
of quotes, the others all being normal. 

7. The caption to Fig. 32, p. 25, should be 
corrected to read :-"Left Column: Type 
HC-1a (C) (Valdivia), (E) (Grunewald), 
(F) (Kellerwald) ." 

8. The following additional records of 
ships, dates, colors, and types are to be made 
to the "Descriptive Catalogue of Hapag 
Purser Markings From the Caribbean", on 
pages 20-27 :-

Type SUS-ra: Non-serif Capitals: 

ALTAI. add: (1902) 
D. ALLEGHANY 28 x 4? 
S. S. FRANCIA 37 x 3.5? 
S/ S ALENE 34? x 7.5 
S/ S ATHOS 34 x 4.5 add: (1903-?) 
GRAECIA 35.5 x 5 (I9I2) 
PRINZ SIGISMUND ? (1909) 
SARNIA add: (1905) 
VALDIVIA. 23 x 4? 
VENETIA. 35 x 5? ( I9I2) 
WESTERWALD. 53 x 4.5 (1912) 

Type SUS-rb: Non-serif capitals in quotes: 

"ADIRO DACK" 55 x 7 

Type SUS-rd: on-serif capitals, thick 
block letters over 7mm, in quotes: 

"ALTAI" 46 x 7.5 add : (I902) 
"ALTAI" 4I x II 
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"ALTAI." 43 x II 

"ANDES." 51.8 x 8 

Type SUS-1h: (New Type) Sloping Non­
serif Capitals: 

PRINZ SIGISMUND. 49 x 4 (I908) 

Type SUS-2a: Serif Capitals: 

ALLEMANIA 54.5 x 5 (I898-I900) 
ASSYRIA 37 x 4.5 
CA 1ADIA 37 x 5 (I904) 
CASTILIA 42 x 5 ( I901) 
CHRISTIA IA. 55 x 5 (I904) 
CROATIA 37 x 5-5.5? ( I904-05) 
DALECARLIA 52 x 5 (1895) 
FRANKE WALD 63 x 5 (I9I2) 
GALICIA 34 x 5 add: (1898) 
GOTHIA 30 x 5 (I89o's) 
HERCYNIA 44 x 4.5 (1901) 
HISP ANIA 41 x 4.5 
HUN GARIA 42.5 x 4 ( 1898); 44.5 x 

5 (1901) 
NIEDERWALD 55 x 4.5 (1912) 
POLARIA 39 x 4.5 ( 1896; 1898) 
POLONIA 37 x 4.5 ( l 89o's) 
SACHSENW ALD 59.5 x 4.5 ( 1912) 
SAXON IA 38 x 4.5 ( 1912) 
SCHAUMBURG 55.5 x 4.5 (1912) 
SCHWARZBURG 60 x 4.5 (1912) 
SICILIA 33 x 5 ( 1912) 
SPREEWALD 52 x 5 ( 1912) 
THURINGIA 46.5 x 5 (1913) 
VENETIA 36 x 4.5 (1899) 

T ype SUS-2c: Sloping Serifed Capitals 

FLANDRIA 36 x 5 (1903) 

Type SUS-2d: Serif Capital and Lower 
Case Letters: 

Allemania 39 x 5 (late 189o's) 
Aragonia 39 x 4.5 ( 1928) 
Carl Schurtz 43 x 4.5 ( 1912) 
Eupatoria 26.5 x 5 (with ds., 1932) 
Magdalena 33 x 4 (4.5 ?) ( 1925-32, 

struck inside seapost oval or circle) 
Mecklenburg 47 x 4.5 ( 1912) 
Niederwald 40 x 5 (1937) 
P arthia 26.5 x 5 ( 1912) 
Patagonia 35 x 4.5 (1912) 
Phoenicia 37.5 x 5.5 
Schwarzwald 45.5 x 4 ( 1912) 
Sesostris? 30.5 x 4.5 ( 1933) 
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I 

.A au 'Jtt,ti .,,J; en 
,..·J[.~r9 

HAMBURG AM ERIKA UWIE., 
-

fE~ S '\tOS 

ATLAS DIENST - 0. 
FLAND"RlA . 

~M E ~JC '4Jv 
~llj.­

(<' 
Al LAS. SE ~VICE. ' 

~ ) 
~ MAR 8 1909 

' · ....... ...... __ --.- .. -----

Fig. 34. Some of the new types and varieties reported in this addendum :-

Top left : oval seapost mark for Hamburg-Mexico line (black ) with " Mexico" cut out and 
" Magdalena" separately struck (blue ), l 930's. 

Top right: Arrival mark uf Hamburg used on Westindian shipletters, 18 77. 
Second row, le"ft : Type HOP-1a-2a (Cyclop) ; Right: Type HC-2d-la-e(B ) (Graecia ). 
Center : Type HUS-la with " Atho3" ( ?) cut out and "Flandria" separately added. 
Bottom, left Type HOP-la(E) (ship name omitted ); Right : Type HOP-la(D ) (Syria ) . 
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Slavonia 33 x 5.5 (I896) 
Syria I9 x 4.5 
Westphalia 42 x 5 ( I912) 

Type SUS-2e: Serif capitals and lower 
case letters, in quotes (European style) 

M. S. ,,Phoenicia" 48.5 x 5-6? (with 
ds. , 1938) 

M. S. ,,Phrygia" 48.5 x 5 (I937) 
,,Frankenwald" 48 x 5 ( 1912) 
,,Westphalia" 40 x 4 (with ds., I930) 

Type SUS-2/: Serifed script italic capitals 
and lower case; 

Adirondack (?) x 7 

Type HUS-Ia: Non-serifed Capitals in 
three-line expanded format: 

ALT AI. 49 x I 8 mm overall, top line 
3.5mm high, date line 3.5mm high, and 
bottom line 2.5mm high - a much 
smaller mark than others of this type 
(Oct. 1903) 

FLANDRIA. A new variant of this 
type with name of ship cut off and the 
word FLANDRIA. (42.5 x 4 mm) of 
Type SUS-2a in serifed capitals struck 
just below (Feb. I905) - this was 
probably originally the mark of the 
Athos, which boat was scrapped in 
1904, and modified for the Flandria to 
use. 

Type H B-rn: Non-serif capitals and lower 
case, in three-line format inclosed in a 
rectangular box (ship name in quotes, 
European style) : 

M. S. ,,ORINOCO" add: (1928-) 
M. S. ,,CORDILLERA" add: ( I929-) 

Type H C-1a: One or more circles vari­
ously inscribed in Gothic (non-serif) 
capitals wi th name of Line and service, 
ship, date, coat of arms, etc.: 

(A) add: (1907-) 
(B) This type was used on the Sarnia, 

Jan. 1905. 
(E) D. ,,Phrygia" (1937) 
(F) D. Wasgenwald (1912) 

M. S. Hermon this? ( 193o's) 
M . S. Iberia ( 1936) 
D. aumburg? ( 193o's) 
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(G) Omit this subtype and rede ignate 
it as Type HC-2d-1a-e(B) which 
is described correctly below. 

Type HC-2d-1a-e: Similar to HC-1a but 
with mixed fonts of serif and non-serif 
and cap itals or capitals and lower case: 

(A) add: ( 1906-) 
(B) New subtype: Single-lined circle 38-

39 mm diameter, inscribed: 

at top: Hamburg-American Line 
(serifed) 

in center: ATLAS SERVICE (non­
serifed) , Hapag coat of arms, 
and below it: POSTED ON 
HIGH SEAS (non-serifed) 

at bottom: S. S. GRAECIA (ser­
ifed) 

Reported from 1908-1912, purple, 
blue. 

Type HOP- ra-e : Double-lined plain bor­
der ovals 48-49 mm x 32-33 mm., in­
scribed, in non-serifed letters: 

at top: HAMBURG-AMERICAN 
LINE 

1 n c e n t e r ( t w o l i n es ) : ATLAS 
SERVICE./Posted on High Seas 
(latter in fancy serifed type, caps 
& l. c.) 

at bottom: S. S. (name of ship in 
caps, or c. & l. c. 

S. S. ALLEMAN IA (1912) 
S.S. ALBINGIA (1910-12) 
S. S. EMIL L. BOAS (1913) 

S. S. WESTERWALD (1912) 

Type HOP-1a: Similar to HOP-1a-e, 
above, but: 

(A) in place of "Posted on High Seas", 
is in serted the month, day and 
year in capitals: 

S. S. VALE CIA ( ?) 
S. S. PRINZ EITEL FRIED­

RICH (1on8) 
S. S. VIRGINIA add: ( 1914) 

(B) ::is (A) but "S. S." is placed on a 
line above the name of ship: 
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SCHEDULED MEETINGS 

SUMMER RECESS JULY & AUCUST 

September 21st 

U. S. Revenues by Morton Joyce 
EDITORIALS 

(Continued From Page 163) 

Typographical Error 

This journal t akes pride in the accuracy 
of its contents. ot many mistakes are 
made. Care is taken to see that all names 
are spelt correctly, and punctuation is in 
proper grammatical style. 

But when a mistake is made, it is a big 
one, even though one small wrong symbol 
caused it. 

ROBSON LOWE Ltd.'s advertisement in 
the May 1955 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, 
page XII should have read $2380, not £2380. 
This is a dollar difference of $1530, no 
small sum. 
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(Continued From Page 201) 

4329 Leslie Markovich , Wauwatosa, Wis. 
Collects Central Europe, Central 
America, West Indies, France and 
Colonies. 
S. S./PRINZ AUGUST WIL­
HELM add: ( 1907) also seen 
without date. 

(C) Iew Variety, as (A) but with 
ATLAS SERVICE omitted: 

S. S. GRAECIA (1912) 

(D) New Variety, as (C) but with 
name of ship entered in manu­
script; instead of in type: S. S. 
Syria (1911) 

(E) New Variety, as (A) but name of 
ship omitted. (1909). 

T ype HOP-1a -2a: New Type, double-line 
oval , outer line heavier, 44 x 22mm, 
inscribed: 

at top: HAMBURG-AMERICAN 
(non serif) 

m cente r: PACKET?Co./ (f\euron) 
(non-serif) 

at bottom: S. S. CYCLOP (serifed) 
at each side a star. 
Purple, 1887. 

T ype HOK-Ia: Oval with scalloped outer 
border and plain inner border, non­
serifed letters, inscribed like Type 
HOP-ra-e: 

S. S. PRINZ SIGISMUND add: 
(1909) 

9. The Index of ships in APPENDIX I, pp. 
28-29, is to be altered in light of the added 
information in paragraphs J, 5 and 8 above; 
in particular the following additions and cor­
rections:-

To List (A), add: 
:: A ragonia--192o's 
* Dalecarlia--I 89o's 
*Eupato1·ia--193o's 
~ Gotlria--189o's 
:; H ermo11this'f--193o's 
~ N aum.b11rg 'f--193o's 
:: Plro e11icia--I93o's 
~ P!trygia--I93o's 
if Pol onia--I 89o's 
t R elia11ce--?193o's 
:z S chwm·zwald--19 I 2 

'tSesotris--?I93o's 
~Slavonia--189o's 

Correct spelling: 
V alesia, instead of Valescia 

To List (B), add: 
'I.Emil L. Boas--1912-13 

Correct spelling: 
Kart!tago, instead of Karhago 

IO. A cknowledgem.en ts.- The writer ex­
presses his th anks to the many who have com­
mented on the previous article or sent in new 
data. In particula r, K ammergerichtsrat 
Josef Dahman n furnished the larger part of 
the new dat a, his H apag collection being the 
larges t in Germany and rivalling th at of 
Irving I. Green in this country. Frederic 
H. M egson and Wm. Stewart have also sup­
plied a number of new records. 
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First Philatelic Exhibition of Stamps of the 
Empire of Brasil. Prepared by the Executive 
Committee of the exhibition, published by the 
Institute of Geography and History of Sao 
Paulo, Sao P aulo, Brazil , January Ig55. 43 
pages. 300 copies printed. 

This booklet was prepared to serve as a 
catalog and handbook of the above exhibition, 
the closing event in the 4th centenary celebra­
tions of the city of Sao Paulo. The first 
part constitutes a brief catalog of Empire 
issues, with emphasis on informative data. 
2

BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

Due to a great demand for back numbers of this magaz in e, many old iss-ues are no 

longer available. A list of those on hand appears on Page VI with the advertisements 

in this number. 

Many back numbers on this list are m very short supply, only one or two copies 

still being in stock. Anyone pl anning to fill in his file should check this and order now. 
The Collectors Club~ Inc~ 
22 East 35th St., New York 16, N. Y. 

OFFICERS 
EowI N E. ELKI NS ___ ____________ _ _ __________ President 

H. D. S. H A VERBECK ________________ Vice President 
STEPHE N G. R1 c H ____ __________________________ S ecretary 

WILLIAM R. R ANKIN -------------------------- Treasurer 

TRUSTEES 

RI CHARD s. BOHN EDWIN E. ELKINS 

O s cAR R . LICHTEN STEIN 

GOVERNORS 

Sidney F. Barrett 
Winthrop S. Boggs 

Richard S. Bohn 

John J. Britt 
George Camnitzer 

Mrs. John D. Dale 
Edwin E. Elkins 

Jacob S. Glaser 

Julian Gros 
H. D. S. Haverbeck 

Oscar R. Lichtenstein 

William R . R ankin 

Stephen G. Rich 

George B. Wray 

Lt. Gen. Cornelius W. Wickersham 
PHI LA TELI C LITERATURE 

Over the years, the COLLECTORS CLUB has published numerous 
Handbooks relating to almost every field of philately. Some have been 
sold out long ago, now only being obtainable at an auction sale at prices 
far above their original selling price. 

A complete list of all our Handbooks still available can be found on 
the Inside Back Cover. A recent check showed that the supply of some 
is dwindling fast, and they will be out of stock soon, not to be reprinted. 
Better order now what you wish. 
I2 THE COLL
The second portion contains a listin g and 
description of exhibits, which were by invi­
tation only. These represent the cream of 
philatelic properties in Sao Paulo, with an 
extensive showing of r are items of the num­
eral issues and postal history material. Ex­
hibitors included two members of the Col­
lectors Club, Dr. Niso Vianna and Paulo 
Ayres. A few copies will be available from 
the reviewer, if those interested will write 
him c/ o The Collectors Club. 

Alfred J. Hill el. 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 



''THE MAN IN THE MOON'' 
supplement, bringing the current 

Sanabria Air Post Catalogue 
up to date, has just been released 

YOUR FREE COPY 

of 52 pages , containing the complete ch ronicle , new listings, important price 
changes and corrections as we ll as articles of interest and speci al offers wi ll 
be availab le w herever the catalog was bought . In case of d iff icult ies w ri te 
to us d irect, sta t ing date of purchase and source of suppl y. A few copies of 
the catalog, including su pplement a re still on hand . 

POST FREE $6.00 
NICH OLAS SANABRIA c o (t, INC(t 

A. MEDAWAR, President 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
Stamps for Sale ? ? ~ 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! ! 

For more than a quarter of a Century, COLLECTORS, DEALERS, TRUST COMPANIES 
and EXECUTORS OF ESTATES have consulted us regarding the conversion of Philatelic 
Properties into CASH. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION . 
we can offer early dates and attractive terms. Expert supervision of all material by an 
experienced Philatelic Auctioneer. Liberal advances pending sale. Comprehensive insurance 
and Holmes Electric Protection safeguards your property while in our possession. Our Catalog 
distribution is world-wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE 
successfully places Collections, Stocks and Rarities where this method is preferred. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITING 

! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
I 
! 
! 
I 

for the outright purchase of suitable material regardless of amount. I; 
Our Advice, Backed by 28 Yea rs Ex perience in the Stamp Trade, is a t Your Disposal ! 

Information Cheerfully Given -
..---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·=-~-. 

IRWIN HEIMAN~ INC. 
S erving American Philately Since 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N . Y. 

Room 708 £ Tel. : JU Z-Z3ll3 

I 
:.......~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-'· 
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THE HALF-LENGTHS 
OF VICTORIA 
A new and comprehensive study by 

J. R. W. PURVES, F.R.P.S.L. 

Demy 4to. 232 pp. 

With 5 plates in full color from the Wawn Collection and 31 Collotype plates 

containing 679 reproductions, spirally bound and inserted in a pocket. 

Bound in full buckram boards, with gilt top and head band. 

Edition limited to 120 numbered copies for sale 

• 
Orders with remittances either by personal check or 

International Money Order, includ ing postage, should be sent to 

The Secretary, ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON 

41 DEVONSHIRE PLACE, LONDON, W. 1, ENGLAND 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 

JM efJL/J;.cioM CM OJltilal:JdiM 
These Back Issues are available at the following prices: 

From 1926 to 1930 $2.50 per copy 
From 1931 to 1940 2 .00 per copy 
From 1941 to date 1.25 per copy 

v (1926) Oct. Vol. xx ( 1941 ) All issues 
VIII ( 1929 ) Apr. , Oct. Vol. XXI ( 1942 ) All issues 

x ( 1931 ) Jan ., Apr. , Oct. Vol. XXll ( 1943 ) Jan. I, II ; Apr. 
XI ( 1932 ) Oct. II ; Jly.; Oct. I, II 

I, 

XII (1933) All issues Vol. XXlll ( 1944) Jan. I, II ; Jly. ; 
XIII (1934) Apr., Jly., Oct. Oct. I, II. 
XIV ( 1935 ) All issues Vol. XXIV ( 1945 ) All issues 

XXVI ( 1936 ) All issues Vol. xxv ( 1946 ) All issues 
XVII ( 1937 ) All issues Vol. XXVI ( 1947 ) All issues 

XVIII ( 1938 ) Jan . Vol. XXVll ( 1948 ) All issues 
XIX ( 1940 ) Oct. Vol. XXVlll ( 1949 ) Jan., Apr., Jly. 

Vol. XXIX to date ( 1950-54 ) All Six Issues 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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You'll like 
Scott's SPECIALTY ALBTJMS 

THIS GREAT series of 24 looseleaf albums and sets of pages 
provides spaces fo r eve ry majo r-n umbe r s tamp in the Scott 

Cata logue. Idea l fo r the co ll ector who wants to mount a co ll ec­
ti on cove rin g a group of favorite countr ies , or the w hole worl d , in 
the fin est space- pr inted a lbums made . 

For a full li st of the Spe-
cial ty Albu ms, see the ad­
ve rtisi ng pages at the back 
of the Scott Catalogue . Cur­
rent Supplements may be 
purchased separate ly. Ask 
fo r a I ist of these Supple ­
ments if you have Specia lty 
Albums you wish to br ing 
up to da te . 

Orde r today from you r dea le r, o r 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
Leading Philatelic P11blishers since 1 86 7 

461 Eighth Ave. , New York 1, N. Y. 
HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED TH E FASCINAT ING 

POSSI BILITI ES IN POSTAL STATI ONERY? This field , neglected s ince the 
turn of the century, is again becoming popular, and to the student, presents 
a mint of information . 

IF YOU HAVE A FAVORITE COUNTRY OR CROUP, you can add both inter­
est and value by including the postal cards, envelopes, letter cards , wrappers 
and other Post Off ice issues. 

WHY NOT WRITE US FOR A SELECTION FROM YOUR FAVORITE 
CROUP? Our stock is the largest in this country-over one million pieces in 
stoc k, both used and unused , including hi ghly specialized material , topicals , 
etc . 

IF YOU ARE AN AUCTION BUYER, drop us a line for catalogues of our 
general or specialized sales, held at regular intervals. 

H IGGIN§ & GAGE, INCORP ORATED 
P h i la t elic Au c tion e er s & Brokers 

23 North Santa An ita Pasadena 8 Cal ifornia 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxx:Iv, N O. IV VII 



Offer these to us-Our records 

show dealings ranging from 

small collections to an accumu­

lation of one of the oldest 

U. S. A. Dealers. Outright cash 

purchase or, if desired, Auction . 

Cet more for your stamps! 

Write us today. 

Ask for free copy of our 

Auction Catalogue! 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 Park Row, New York 38 

Tel. Ba. 7-3830 
VIII THE COLLE
AUCTION SALES 
of Rare and Valuable 

British N o•·th 
A111eri~a 

and other Postage Stamps held 
regularly. 

Illustrated catalogs available a month before 
sale date 

Estate Properties solicited for sale 
at auction or outright purchase. 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington W , Toronto, Canada 
Phone Empire 4-6003. Cables: Sistamp, Toronto. 
WE SPECIALIZE IN 

AMC 
ISRAEL 

POLAND 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

MANY, MANY MORE I NTERESTING 
ITEMS I N STOCK. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED ? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
1:1.6 Nassau Street, New York 3 8 , N. Y . 

ASDA-Coll ectors Club 

S. L. B AYER , P r op. 
Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

F oreign 
HELD REGULARLY 

Catalogues Free 

Daniel F. I( ell eh er 
7 Water Street , Boston 9, Mass. 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, NO. IV 



Are Yon An Advan~ed 
U. S. or C.S.A. Colledor 
Have You Reached the Stage Where 
Most of the Stamps You Now Lack Cost 
More Than You Can Afford to Spend 

At One Time? 
If So, My " Installment Payment Purchase 
Plan" With No Inter est or Carryin g Charges 
is the An sw er to Your Problem. With Approxi· 
mately a 25 o/0 Down Payment an d the B a lance 
in Two to Four Monthly Installments to S ui t 
Your Budget, Many Stam ps Previously U nob­
tainable Com e Within Your R each. 
My U. S. and C. S. A. stock is one of if not 
the most comprehensive existing. Prices will 
be qu ite reasonable based on the condition 
grade you specify and will average about 
what s imilar items sell for at auction. 
H owever. where most auctions give only a 
5 to 20-day guarantee, I guarantee everything 
sold to be as represented at the time of sale 
with no time limit on returns if ever found 
to be otherwise. You need such protection 
against the c leverly regummed, reperfed , re­
paired and c leaned pen can celled stamps 
prevalent today. 
T o acquire the elus ive s tamps you need at 
auction level prices with conven ient payment 
terms to su it your budget plus t he assurance 
that the stamps are guaranteed to be as 
represented. 

write me today. 

JACK E. MOLES\VOBTH 
APS 
SPA 

1 02 Beacon Street 
Roston 16, Mass. £ 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, N
PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
(2500 to 3500 Lots each ) 

and 

MAIL SALES 
( 6000 to 7000 Lots each ) 

conducted monthly. 

Richly illustrated Catalogs free . 

Publis hers of 

Mercury §tam.p .Journal 
edited by EDWIN MUELLER 

Last issue 25c, older sample copy 1 Oc. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue (at 44th St. ) 

New York 36, N. Y. 
Telephones: MU 2-7106 and 2-6976 

Cable Address: MERCSTAMP NEWYORK 
WE OFFER: 
(Only Single of Each in Stock ) 

ARGENTINE : 4B block of 4 .......... $ 16.00 
BELGIUM : Cl mint, IMPERF. ........ 30.00 

DANZIG : 47 mint ............. .......... . 
48 mint ... .... ........ .... .. ...... .. .. .... . 

GERMANY : Michel #785 Hitler 
Type I Two on cover ... ........ . 

Michel #785 Hitle r mint Ty. 11 
CANADA: #50 V2 c Diamond Jubi­

lee mint block of 20, scarce .. 
MEXICO: 321 a (centavo B) on 

piece ........................ .. ....... .. . 
324 and 325 on COVER ........... . 
338a (centavo b ) on COVER ... . 

652 Block of 4 IMPERF. on com-
mercial cover ....................... . 

C54/ 61 mint (the 20 peso is 

65.00 
75.00 

125 .00 
50.00 

35.00 

65 .00 
20.00 
75 .00 

85.00 

one of the finest in ce ntering) 200.00 

(prompt refund if sold out ) 

B. 1'1ABESCH & SON 
69 Hayter, Toronto 2 , Ont. , Canada 
STILL THE ONLY 
Exclusive 

U. S. A. SPECIALISTS 
IN BRITAIN 

We Carry a MAGNIFICENT 
STOCK of Fine 19th Century U.S. 

Our Money Saving ILLUS­
TRATED PRICE LIST for issues 
1845-1930 (Scott #, prices in 
$ 's) FREE against Sc stamp. 

Specialties: Classic U. S. Stamps 
& Covers, 19th Century Fancy & 
New York Foreign Mail Cancels. 

All Want Lists Appreciated. 

The Westminster Stamp Co. Ltd. 
(0 . BACHER, D.PH ., Col. Club N. York, 

A. S. D. A. , B. P. A., A. P. S.) 
THE USA SPECIALISTS IN BRITAIN 

REGENCY HOUSE, WARWICK ST., 
LONDON, W. 1, GREAT BRITAIN 
O. IV IX 



MAINLY BRITISH COLONIALS 
CREAT BRITAIN 

1929 P. U. C. £1 Scott No. 209 .... $ 19.00 
1939 K. G. VI. 1 0/-d blue Scott 

No. 251 .............................. $ 9 .50 
ditto sheet of 40 stamps .... $ 365.00 

BAHRAIN 
1950 Queen Elizabeth 11. error V2 

omitted-SC. 80a .............. $120.00 
ditto used on cover ............ $110.00 

FALKLAND DEPENDENCIES 
1954/ 5 Queen Elizabeth on Regis­

tered cover from :-Admir­
alty Bay, Argent ine Island , 
Deception Island , Hope Bay, 
Port Lockroy & Signy Islands 
- Set of 6 ........................ $ 3.50 

TRANSVAAL 
1877 6d in sheet of forty showing 

error Tete Beche pair- Scott 
No. 63c .............................. $800.00 

Want list on 
SCOTT, YVERT or STANLEY GIBBONS 

Catalogues always welcome - mi nt or used 
Foreign or Colonial. 

BRIDGER & KAY Ltd. 
86 STRAND, LONDON , W. C. 2. 

Established 1897. 
x THE COLL
At Your Service 
For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 

PORTRAITS or 
CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photog rapher f or the 

Collectors Club Philatist.) 

205 West 57th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 
FOR 

CkuLiic 
9Mllll4 

WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS BOTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
Tbe Finest in Classics 

JUL IARD 
Internat ionally renowned ph ilatelists 

since 1889 

Narberth , Penna. 

F ree catalog u es 

Outstanding sel ections 
ECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, N O. IV 



SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
of ~hoi~e 

UNITED STATES 

Stamps and Covers 

Jiuction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 W ater Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXIV, N
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BY PRIVATE TREATY 
A very fine four-volume collection of 

the complete range of pre-adhesives 
and adhesives of both the British and 
French posts of the is land. The first 
volume conta ins some ancient maps of 
the territory; a fine lot of pre-adhesive 
covers dating from 1780, some with 
Mauritius transit and Ship L etter 
stamps ; an interesting series of Jet.. 
ters from the Prime Minister dating 
from 1876 to 1890, and examples of the 
1894 Norwegian Missionary Society lo­
cals including an unused block and two 
used on pieces. There is an excep­
tionally fine lot of the 1884-86 large 
adhesives of the British Consular Mail 
with m any rare stamps, these including 
1884 "Postal Packet" 4d. magenta with­
out handstamp; 1886 4d. magenta with 
violet handstamp reading "British Con­
sular Mail"; 1886 without period after 
" POSTAGE" and value, the rare ld., 
3d. , 4 ';'1 d. and 6d. rose, and with larger 
" POSTAGE" the rare 4d., 8d. and 2/­
rose; 1886 inscribed "British Consular 
Mail" 41Azd. rose (two on covers) and 
9d. rose without handstamp; the same 
issue without period after " POSTAGE" 
a n d value, the ld., l'f., d. (un-cata­
logued ), 3d., 4 lf.,d., and 6d. without 
handstamp and the normal 1 lf.,d. on 
cover; and the same issue with period 
after va]ue and shorter "POSTAGE", 
the 4d., 8d., 1/ -, 1/ 6 and 2/ - , the last 
two uncatalogued. There follows a most 
interesting and rare series of covers 
dating from 1877 to 1891 franked from 
Antananarivo to the coast by hand­
struck stamps of the British Mail and 
thence to England by French Colonial 
adhesives. 

The second volume commences with 
the 1895 (Jan.) issues of t h e British 
Mail, including an example of the 4d. 
uFUOR" error and a normal 4d. on 
cover to England via Durban which 
a lso bears a Natal adh esive , and there 
are also s imilar combination covers 
with the 1895 (Mar.) issue. There 
fo llows a comprehensive collection of 
the various French issues for the island 
including the 1890 lithographed issue 
of Diego-Suarez and a number of scarce 
provisionals of Anjouan , Diego-Suarez, 
Grande Comore and Nossi Be, the last 
including the 1889 la rge "25" on im­
perf. 40c. The fi rst Madagascar ad­
hesives include the rare 1891 type-set 
5 fr. lilac, and there follows a mos t 
interesting series of 1895-96 covers of 
the period of the French Occupation of 
the whole is la nd, and also a cover bear­
ing the rare 1896 oval framed "25" on 
40c. red on yellow of the Consular Mail, 
as well as covers of a 1903 expedition 
and some bisects. 

The last two volumes comprise issues 
from 1902-48 a nd interest is maintained 
throughout by the numerous covers, 
many flown, and some with censorship 
cachets of the 1939-45 War. 

1,146 STAMPS 
132 COVERS 

$2225 
Enquiries to 

Robson Lowe Lid. 
50 PALL MALL 

LONDON, S. W. I 
Cables : " Stamps, London" 
1861 - 1955 

GREECE 
EVERYTHING IN 

STOCK 
Air 
and 

Mails, 1st day 
1st Flown Cov-

ers. Censored and 
Soldiers Mail. Errors. Also 
Italian and Germany Occupa­
tion IONIAN ISLAND. 1941 / 
4. Want lists completed. 
Approvals sent against refer­
ences. 

Al so WHOLESALE. 
SPECIALISTS IN IONIAN ISLANDS. 

1805- 1864 COVERS. 

P. J. DROSSOS 
ATHENS, CREECE 
1 St. Denys Place £ 
O. IV XI 



LI. s. PRICE L IST 
OUR 68 PACE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES: 

Your 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of 

Number Blocks 
Want Lists of U. S. 

u. s. 

Stamps 
Will Be Appreciated. 

JOHN A. FOX 
173 Tulip Avenue, Floral Park, N. Y. 

Plate 

and Covers 
CHOICE LATIN AMERICA 
BOLIVIA-1 868, 50c blue, plate pos. 1 0 , with SFA ctf. (this position was never 

forged ) unused no gum ............. ..... .. . ........ ... . .. ......... . ............. . ... ...... .. ..... ..... .. $ 
CHILE-1862, 20c green , horiz. pair used .. ............................... .. ...... .. .. ..... .. ........... . 
ECUADOR-1 865, 1 r green, horiz . pair used , neat 1 865 Quito pmk ....................... . 
GUATEMALA-1872, 1 p orange used ............................................... .. ......... . ........ . 
HAMBURG AMERICAN PACKET C0.-10c used .. .. .. ........................... .. .......... . ..... . 
MEXIC0-1856, V2 r horiz . pair , Vera Cruz, used ........ .. .. .. . .. .. .... ...... .. ............ ...... . 

1864, 3c brown EAGLE, Mexico, unused no gum, faint horiz . crease .... ... ... .. .. .. 
PERU-1858, 1 p rose , used " HUANC. " .......... ............................................... .. .... . 

1 862, 1 d red, arms embossed sideways, OG ......... .... .... .. ................. .... .......... .. .. 

50.00 
24.00 
10.00 
25.00 

6 .00 
4.50 

85.00 
9 .00 

36.00 
1929, coils, 2c and 1 Oc , the two mint .......................... .... ........... .. ....... . ......... 12.00 

URUGUAY-1856, 60c Diligencia , used , ex Lagerloef .............................................. 100.00 
(All Uruguay in stock, including some multiples, through the thick numerals) 

Al I the above are guaranteed to please those looking for very fine genuine stamps. 
Please ask for offerings of stamps, covers, proofs, essays, stationery of your favorites. Bulletin 
is now in preparation of GUATEMALA specialized material , plus comments on my recent 
14,000 mile wanderings in Central America . It's free for the asking. 

RICHARD N . CON E 
606 WEST LI BERTY STREET VERMILION , OHIO, U. S. A. 
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Collectors Club Handbooks 
EA.BLY A.lUERICA.N PERFORATING MA.CHINES 

A.ND PEIIFORA.TIONS 1857-1867 
By Winthrop S. Boggs 

33 Pages ...... .............. 20 Illustrations ... ... ...... .. ...... Price $1.00 

FRENCH MOROCCO 
THE 1943-44 TOUR HASSAN ISSUES 

By Charles Neidorf 
56 Pages .. .................. 62 Illustrations ... ..... .. .......... Price $1 .50 

The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 

61 Pages ....... .... ... .... .. 141 Illustrations ... .. ..... .... .. .. .. Price $2.00 

The Postage Stamps of 

NEPAL 
By Dawson, Haverbeck and Smythies 

46 Pages ..... ............... 60 Illustrations .. ..... ......... ... . Price $1.50 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

CDJDnlative INDEX (1922-1951) ........ ..... ................. Prlce $1.00 

CONFEDERATE STA.TES OF A.MERICA. 
THE TWO CENT CREEN STAMP 

By Howard Lehman 
23 Pagel ... .. . . ... .. .. ... .. . 41 Illustrations ....... . ...... .. .... Price $1.00 

BRAZIL 

Bulls Eye Centennial Issue 1843-1943 ............ ..... Price $2.00 

GREECE 

(Translation from KOHL'S Handbook) 
Parts I , II and IV Only Price $2.00 Each 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35 St., New York 16, N. Y. 



The Philatelic Season of 1954-55 was remarkable for the absence of import­
ant collections at auction. 

Prosperity prevented forced selling. First class prices are not and never have 
been a sufficient reason for prying a collector away from his stam~. 

Despite a situation, therefore, that would normally be adverse to an auc­
tioneer, once again H. R. Harmer, Inc. has shown a steady increase in its 
auction turnover. 

A comparison over the past Seasons of the number of H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
auctions necessary to reach a total sales volume of $500,000 is interesting. 

Season 1951-52 .............. 19 auctions 
Season 1952-53 .............. 16 auctions 
Season 1953-54 .............. 16 auctions 
Season 1954-55 .............. 15 auctions 

(In actual fact in the present Season we were only 1 % short of the figure in 14 auctions.) 

To improve on previous Seasons meant that a higher percentage of all stamps 
sold had to come to H. R. Harmer, lnc.-and they certainly did! For H. R. 
Harmer, Inc. at the conclusion of their 15th auction was over 50 % ahead 
of any competitor. 

This obvious predominance in the stamp auction field is not luck; it is the 
result of years of first class service and attention to buyers and collectors 
alike. It is the result of maintaining a large and knowledgeable staff to deal 
with the many facets of the stamp auction field. It is the result of having 
the finest stamp auction premises in the Western Hemisphere. It is the 
result of effort devoted exclusively to stamp auctioneering. 

So, when the time comes to sell , or to make arrangements for sale after 
decease, ensure that H. R. Harmer, Inc. is the House to act for you. A 
successful , pleasant transaction is assured. 

D. B. DABMEB!l In~. 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

at their new, air-conditioned Calleries 

6 WEST 48TH STREET, NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

NEW YORK LONDON SYDNEY 




