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STAllP COLLECTI~G 

We offer to collectors the world's most efficient service in 
forming outstanding collections of Airmails in every phase 
of Aerophilately: 

NEW ISSUES: We maintain a complete New Issue Service 
of mint Airmail Stamps, including the scarce 
issues. By subscribing to this service you are 
assured of acquiring new items in the most eco­
nomical way. Write for folder giving full 
particulars. 

RARITIES: We handle rare airmail issues which are issued 
in very limited quantities and usually not obtain­
able in the open market. 

ERRORS AND VARIETIES: Through our many connections 
all over the world, we are in a position to offer a 
large number of scarce errors and varieties to our 
clients. Most of these issues are submitted on our 
New Issue Service as they appeared , before 
prices increased. 

AIR LETTER SHEETS : We also service new issues of air 
letter sheets-a new and very popular field of 
Aerophilately. Our service offers all new air 
letter sheets. including scarce issues. Write for 
further details . 

AUCTION SALES : Our next sale now in preparation, 
dates soon to be announced. If you are not on 
our mailing list, please write for the catalog of 
the sale which will include mint, used airmail 
stamps, and many desirable covers. 

We welcome your inqu iries regarding any 
of the above services. 

F. W. IIBSSLER 
500 Fifth Avenue ew York 36, . Y. 
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Editorial 
Aero-PhjJately 1956 

The appearance of this num ber of our quarterly magazine o near to the Fifth 
l nrernational Philatelic E:xhibition (FlPEX) in the Gniml tates happens to have evoked 
a good amount of nustale:ia '' ithin u because aero-philately is playing such an influential 
and essential role in this 19 6 E:xhibition. Air mail i · finally accepted as a vital part of 
philately and thu is receiving full consideration. But it was not always like this. Tn 
fo rmer years, aero-philately had to battle for its proper place in the general phi latelic pic­
ture. But by now, all this eems nothing more than a dim memory. Looking back. it may 
be of intereH to the present j?roup of aero-philatelists to summarize as concisely as possible 
what had transpired. 

\Ve date the birth of air mail collectinj? back to ~l ay 1918. when one of philately's 
brightes t stars. the Ll. . 24c red and blue air mail with inverted center. was purchased at 
face value by a collector in a \Vashington. 0. C. post office. At a future time. we ~hall 
explain more fully just what this meant, not only to aero-philate ly, hut to all philately. 
from that date on, people became fascinated and interested in air mail stamps. 

The First Internat ional Philatelic Exhibition in the United tate · had been held five 
years previously. Obviou ly in that exhibition, there could have been no air mail section. 
Therefore, the ccond lnrerna tional Philatelic Exhibition of 1926 offered aero-philately its 
very first opportunity for a display. But our specialty, being new, was not much of a 
facror in 1926. There were only a fe" hundred air mail stamps issued by that time. The 
nir mail highli1?111s then were the 1870 iege of Paris Balloon covers and later Pioneer 
Fli1d11 material. Outside of a few tamp~ like the .:'\ewfoundland .. H awker .. and "~l artin­

syde". or the aforemen tione<l lJ. . 24c inverted center, there was not much else that could 
be e'hibited with air mails. Thus on lv a few lesser awards went to air mails. The 19th 
C entun• issues dominnted that exhibition. 

For 30 years we have been specializing in all unusual items: Errors, Varie t ies, etc .. 
regardless as to whether they are or are not listed. 

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U .• U. N .• Inverted Centers. 
SForts, Topicals. Miniature Sheets. De Luze Sheet s, Proofs, Die Proofs, Rotary, e tc., e tc. 

We have oddities and unusual items from many different 
countries as:-

Albania, Abyssinia , Belgium. Brazil. Canary Islands. Colombia. 
Congo. Croatia, Czechoslovakia. Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East, 
France & Colonies, Greece , Georgia, Honduras, Iceland, Ifni , Iran, 
Italy & Colonies. Latvia , Liberia, L1thuan1a, Monaco, Nicaragua, 
Paraguay, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scadta. Spain 
& Colonies, Tangier, Tanna Touva , Uruguay. Venezuela. 

We will gladly make u.p special offers or selections on approval. 
Please write countries, price range and specia lties . (Usual 
references. please l . 

We are also always buyers of similar material. 

S. SEREBBAKIAX 
15 Park Ro" ~e'' York 38, X. Y. 

,./ 1 rrJ Philti11•lis1 , / 1111nls 



AERO PJJILATELY 1956 

· nril the time of the Third International Philatelic E~hibition (Tl P EX) . aero· 
phil :uely acted and was treated j ust like a teen-age r. A look at the stamp publications 
durin!! this 1926-36 decade will confirm this. ~ ! any a prominent collecto r or deale r looked 
with d isdain upon what Lhey liked LO call "this 20th century trash". These were the 
actual words o ften applied in prin t to air m ails. Besides. air stamp collecto rs were re­
garded as ''fools with lo ts of money, but no philate lic app reciation". who were spendin)! 
ricl iculou, sums of mone1• for unworthy 1:1bcb like the " Red" o r " Hlack" H onduras. the 
~rwiound l :md "postm asters' creation " o r " cailored-made printinl!, errors". I t was main· 
tained that the real teH of a stamp-postal nece,sity-1n1s lacking in most of the air 
m ails i.sucd. It wa~ allej!ed tha t insif!nificant Aif!hts and side trins " ere commemorated 
by mean inf!)css paper, that every t ime a ba rnsto rmer \\·anted to tn tu break an aviation 
recunl. he fi nanced his Ai!!ht by issuing a very limited a mount o i st amps that immedia tely 
were bought by c razy collectors at fantastic sums. In Je,s than ~o year~. the then-called 
bnrnsturmcrs like H awker, Alcock, By rd, Linclhergh. Rn~s · mith and Amelia Earha rt h:tl'<' 
hecume universally respected as picicnccrs oi avia rien. Thus d~e stamps issued and used on 
their famous flights need not be J? lorificd because eve ry cnllecro r and dealer now want 
them. 

Another decade had p:1.,ed until the ne~ t L·ni ted 'tares International Phil atelic 
Exhibition (C l PEX) was held 111 19~7. Aeain let us refe r to the sramp papers durinJ? 
tha t 1936-~7 period. Those Honduras air mails were s till heing subjecrcd to ridicule b~· 
many a scamp writer . who did not collect air stamps. The t"arly ' ewfoundland air mails 
"ere condemned :1s fanta~ie~ c rea ted by some profiteering oosrma ters. who cleaned up 
thousand. of dollar. b~· limit ing and cont rolling the small supply. 1 [e, ico's "Amelia 
Earhart" 11 as cited a ano ther ho rrible e~ample, as was Culombia Ci. Despite all chi~. in 
rime all the'e <tamp' found the ir ''a~· in tht' mn~t wicl ely-u~ecl gener al stamp catalog> of 
the \\'Oriel. 

Before u~ are many yello'' ed pre>S clippings from that clec:ule in which the unin­
formed "rite rs cle liJ?htcd in pokinj! fun at the reck less spending air mail stam1l collectors 
as we ll as the "robber baron" air mail dealers. Please do not takl' our word fur all rhi>. 
but, if inte rested. read some of the stamp papers from those years. 

Our memories of C l PEX arc still fairly sharp hccausc this was emir nine year;; af!O. 
Bein!! horh a parricir.ant and an e1 c-1\ i tncs~. we recall some of the strugj!les chat 
aero-phila tely had in 19~7. First of all. the Exhibition Committee wished to limit the num­
ber of frame~ a llowed to the air mail section. A fte r a compromise " as reached. \\e then 
had to contend with a location of a proper place for ou r framt>~. Some old-time phila te­
lis ts on the Committee wanted ai r mail s placed our-of- the-way on the upper Aoors of the 
former Grand Central P alace. Although aero-philately was nor succc,,sful in crowclinf! 
19th century issues off the main Aoor, \\'C ended up with a ti ne loca tion at C I PE.\'. . The 
nexr s truggle ' 'as during the exhibi tion when " e wen~ told that it was unhea rd of for air 
maib to receive more o r higher awards Lim n 19 th Century Africa o r A,ia. But we " ·err 
not easi ly persuaded, and many a fine air mai l collecrion came out in 19+7 with ics just 
awa rd . In fact. before the encl \\ C vividh• recall rhc J udges deliberncint? on the Grand 
Awa rd , when rwo of the great philatelic classicists made a suggestion for rwo top a\\'ards­
one fo r the 19 th C entury and one for the 2orh Century. This proposal has hecn arlopted 
for the 1956 F IPEX! 

By this rime, exactly \\'hat has happened ? The sro rm and prLj udicc> aj!ainst ai r ma il­
secm to have died down. From the moment that Fl PL\ was planned. we have heard not 
one word aj!ainst air maib. either their place in the e'hibiti< n. any limitation upon the size 
nf this secrion nor the numher of a\\ a rds to go to :1ern-ohilatcly. 

O nly very olcasionally do we read a revivnl in a stamp paper of the old blasts against 
ai r mails. The most recent was a silly short . quib in the British. ":ramp Collect in{! 
Fortnightly" , in irs Ch ristma,; 1955 number. And a ~l erry Christmas to the ill-advised 

(Continued on Page 98.) 
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U ITED STATES 

The Grounded Plane ariety on the 24c Air l\Iail of 1918 

Fig I . An unusual block of four showing a most pronounced shift into the word "cents" . 

In an auction sale on Februar) 17, 19-6 ( Irwin H eiman, Inc.). •even lot.- .\ os. 811 
w 8 1 7-werc Je,cribcJ a' f11l lo", : 

" 24c variety PLANE GROUNDED INTO CENTS. 

"011/; fl smnll q11n11titr ( our sht't' I) of this i11 IU<'> li11g t•m·iety 1•:rists. lufreq 11e11tly 
11/J1r11/ 111i111 <fJ /li1s hot'< r1nlizl'd fr1J111 S50 l lJ S7_; fl/ fl/Jr t1011 . .\'0111' hnt•1· b re11 offrrrd for 
11t•1rn/ Jt'flrJ ' " th1· brst of our l:11owlrdgr . Tl1r fr,/ /oui11g gr<J11P of rt1t•1rs is from nn 
oriqi11r1/ holdi11g. ,./II 11n t •• rJ srnrrt. 

" 1918 Lot 811 24c carmine and blue !C3 1 variety PLANE GROUNDED INTO CENTS, 
used on first trip Boston- N. Y. cover AAMC = I 05. very fine 

812 Same us:id N. Y. - San Francisco Trans-Continental Night Flying cover, 
~.AMC = 16 6 . l o Rawlins, Wyo., very fine I Photo I 

813 Same. to Rock Springs. Wyo., very fine 
814 Same, to Salt Lake City, very fine 
815 Same, to Elko. Nev., very fine 
816 Same, to Reno. Nev., very fine 
817 Same, to San Francisco, very fine" 

The '' ritcr has been intere.rcd in this v;1ricry for many years. To the best o f hi 
knO\\ ledge. onh a very fe\\ sho re refe rences to this pronounced shift can be found re­
corded. :"o de<criptive arcicle ha, been written abou t it. There is a cover in his special­
ized collection of the first air mail sramp of the l,;nited ' rates similar to one Jesc ribed 
111 the above-mentioned lot 8 13, \\'hich is illustrated as Fii;::. 2. 

In order to show more clea rlv hem 1ironou11cell chis hifc i , Fig. J i an en largement 
o t the <t amp on the cover •hown in Fig. 2. The writer's comment· on thi variety now 
follow. 

A l'rrJ P/iilntrlist . ./111111/s 89 
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Fig. 2 . One of the few covers known with the .. GROUNDED PLANE INTO CENTS .. variety 
flown upon one of the legs o f the first Trans-Continental Night Flight. Photos by L. W . Giles. 

Th is shift is not cataloged, because in the true philatelic sense it i not an error due 
something beinu wrong on che place o r with the princinl!. It is simply an example of 
improper p rmttnJ!. As will be explained lacer. under normal conditions. the \\ricer fee ls 
' u re ch ar any s tamps now found printed as poorly as these \\ ould have been rejected b\' 
the government inspectors and destroyed as " printer' - was te... This does not imp!). be­
cause it is uncacaloc:ed. tha t " the Grounded Plane" variety is nut a very desirable col­
lecto r'~ item. It is! 

The his tory known about chi> varier~ depend~ mostly upon the writer's recollections 
nf pa't cum·er-.arions \\ irh collecto r• and deale r · . who knew about chi~ f reak o f printing. 
It i< claimed that one sheet of 100 came into the stock uf rhe old '.' assau camp Co. '\ e\\ 
Y ork Cit~ •horcly after the scamp had !!One on <ale in .\ l a}'. 1918. One of chc propr ieto rs 
uf this \\ell -known former scamp firm was .\ I r . .J ack Kleeman. "ho later became ve ry 
incerc·Hed in aero-phil ately. AlthOuJ!h now retired for some }cars. he had ea rned the 
reputa t ion as an ae ro-philatelic authority thruu1?h hi< \'cars of dealing and collecting of air 
mail,. Ocher deale r ' cold us tha t they remember .\ I r. Kleeman -.ayinl! that he experienced 
difficult} -.ellin!! copie~ with " the Grounded Plane" rnriety in the heirinning. Thu< a few 
years later he decided to use some on in te rest ine fliehts. which explains why many copies 
from ch i~ sheet chat had bclon!!:cd to :\ I r . Kleeman. are no" fuund on covers from the 
fi r<r Tran<- on tinencal :\ight Fli!!:hr. 

11 o\\ C\'c:r. chi' "ritcr kno"" that a sernnd 'hccc e\i<t<. 1-ccau"e ahout ten yea r< af.!O he 
purcha-ed une. Later on thi, <hcct \\ a~ e\chaneeJ in trade tor other ai r mail ma­
teri:il nel•ded for our collection,, Included in rhe items recei\•t"d io trade \\a> the cover 
she)\\ n in Fig. 2 . This sheet ma} still he intact in a collection in thi' country. hecau.,c 
the dea ler. wirh \\horn the t rade for che sheet was made. tolJ the write r at chat time 
that he hall a cus tomer for a full sheet with .. the Grounded Plane" variety. 

There i< one ver) ~ignilicanr fact to mention about the sheet the writer had 0\\ ned. 
It fl •ns jr1J111 t/11 first printing. firs t c111ti11g (,;ee the booklet . .. The Fir't Air .\ ! ai l tamp 
of the L· . - ... , <lis trihutcd by AERO l'llll.ATEl. ISTS in 19:;0). ' hc:et< '' ich no marl!:in~ o n cop. 
and no nl:ite number are at once identifiable a, ht•ing ,ome of the fe\\ >ulcl the fir<t day 
o f -a le. :\ I a1• q . 1918. Due to the very famous shee r \\ ith the in\'erted center> being 
purchased on chis s:ime day, hiscor)' tells us chat a ll such sheet> were withdrawn from 'air 
on th i' tir<r day. In order to prevent anr further erro rs. new pla te markinj!s were ordereJ 
anJ the top margin \\ as no longe r cue off. The refo re, the t\\ u -<hect' known with th i .. 



l'.\ ' /T l:D STATf.S 

Fig. 3 . Enlargement of the stamp on the cover to show better how pronounced the shift of 
the center design. 

"Grounded Plane" variety, beinl? from che fi rsc princing sold only for a fe\\ hours on 
~l ay q , 1918, can be proven to have been included with the supply th at concained the 
sheet with inverted centers. 

'.:'or is it difficult to accoun t for s uch poorly printed copies beinl? put on sale. H istory 
shows also that this 2-1-c air mail was prepared and printed exceptionall)' quickly-in less 
than one week 's time. Furthermore, being done du rin(! wartime, the customa ry precau­
tions and inspect ion of the sheets were not c:.ercised. 

Furthermore. a knowledge of the printinl! procesi. used for this 1918 air mail will 
explain j ust how these pronounced shi fts of the cent ral desij!n occurred. T he following 
is quoted from a oortion of an a rticle by ~Ir. J oscph 8 . Leav} . a well known authori ty 
on Bureau Issues, in " the Phila telic Gazette"' of June. 1918 (paj?e 191): 

" Bi-colored stamps a re printed on the hand presses used for print ing the bank 
notes. The border o r frame is printed first. the sheets then examined and counted 
and deli,•ered to the oresses ro have the center or medallion printed: any defect ive 
sheets having been thrown out, the sheet~ a re dampened the same as if the} \\ere blank 
and are re:id\• to be fed to the press. In printini:: frnm a hand press the plate i~ 

removed after one impression. placed on a heated block. re-inked. wiped. and then 

Fig. 4. Block of four with examples of the shift to the TOP. 

A t'ra Plt:!nulist A 1111nls 9 1 



L"NITED STATE 

Fig. 5. Plane shi fted to the LEFT 

returned to the press for the next impression ; th is is all done hy the pl are printer. 
The plate printer's assistant feeds and removes each shee t tu and from the press, her 
hands being cle:in ; in feed inJ?. the sheer is taken rern cen rl-e thumb and forefinJ?er 
with the thumb just below the reJ?:is terinJ?: T and pla: ed un the plate with the thumb 
j ust below the reJ?is tcr=ng T c n tl·e pla1e ; ti is :s 11 e c n .~· rr.et~od ~·er devised io r 
co rrect regis tering of the mcclalli<ins and naturally causes many varia t ions." 

Fig. 6 . Vignette shifted to the RIGHT in the fou r copies o f th is block. 

A collector. speciali:r.ing in the first air mail s tamp of the U ni ted ra tes, can furm a 
fascinating collection showing various copies with the central oortion shifted in many po­
sm ons. Of course, the most pronounced shift of the blue vignerre with the airplane is 
this ''Grounded Pl ane". where the rej?is ter has been so low that the blue design w as 
printed right on rop of the word "Cents" in the red frame. ( Fig. 1 ) lllusrrared in this 
article are also examples of other shift such as to the top ( Fil!. + ). to the left ( Fig. 5) 
o r ro the right ( F ig. 6). 

(Continued on P a{!e 10 1. ) 
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GER fA~Y 

The vVorld 's Fi rst Air Mail Stamp San. 501 

In "The ../rro Philatelist .\'rws" of 1952 (Vol. 7, paJ?e 65). we wrote about the Semi­
Official -ramp of Germany (San. :\'o. 501) being conside red b}' eminent aeronautical 
authorities the tir;.c air mail in the world. W e quoted from the book on aviation. " Thr 
\ Vorld in the Air", by F rancis Trevelyan ~ l iller, published by G. P. Putnam' Sons. 1930. 

~ow let us illu trate the page from the buuk which we quoted back in 1952 becausr 
..;eeinJ! this paJ!e i~ the hesr visual evidence that can be offered. ( Fig. 1) 

But mam• philatelists s till seem to consider other air mails as the first in the world. 
o we thouJ!ht that the time had come aJ!ain no t onl y to refe r back to our previous articles, 

but to offer further intcrestinJ! information about these Pioneer l1 orl:-Br11ul: em1-
0fficial~ of Germany, rh at came recently, to ou r attention. 

If one studic~ the design of the scamp ( an. :'\ o. ·o 1 ) , he will notice a large blank 
~pace in the center of the stamp (see design Sanabri a SO 1). This space was fo r use of 
rhe rCJ!ular German postaj!e stamp. It \I as when a national nostage s tamp was affi:\cd 
to this ~pace that t~e mail could be deli,·errd. thus making the air mail scamp a Semi­
Official. 

.:'\otice that rhe German stamp sometime~ is rhe ·pf. j!reen denomination of the 
"Germania" serie;.. lllustratcd is a cover that ha a 3pf. brown German stamp affi:\ed. 
( Fi)!. 2). Wh\• the two different rates? 

The ·pf. stamo was fo r the letter rate, while the 3pf. s tamp was for pr inted matter. 
The second cove r il lustrated, pror.errr of Dr. R. H . hrad\1 • had an enclosure and 

this printed matter is shO\\n (Fij!. ~ ). The 3pf. has perforated initials " G R". Obviouslr 
readinf! the! p r inted matter, one finds it is a business letter of Georg Rotl1J!iesse r. explaininf! 
the :>e rtin~ as coming from thi firm's correspondence. 

II 

A rro P/11/ntrlist A 1111flls 

~ 1955 £dil.Wn 
SCOTT~S AIR 
POST ALBU1'1 

Complete a lbum in 3 bind-

ers, new Supplement .. .... $32.50 
Supplement ;;-16, covering 

air post issues of 1953 

through 1954 ......... .... ..... 9.00 
~('OTT P l 'D l .. U 'ATIO~S. 11 .... 

461 Eighth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 

Pltflsr 1Jrder from your tlraler. 
I/ ortlrring f rrun pub/isltrr, add postngr. 

91 



GERM AX> 

THE WORLD IN THE AIR 
By 

Fra.no1a T.M1ller 
Lfubllabec!..J?.I.__Q . P. PUTN.\M' S 30'15 

JimGERMAN AIRPLANE;,, FLIGHT :J<.!,ar POTSDAM-1909 

E:-OGl!l>EER HANS GRADE ol•osn..t _. bailt the int 
Ge.man •orpWlt He •- It hoJN<lf 1s..-i... 1909) 
o"'' the lnnr bold at Bnock. •«>• Potaduo Gnole amc 

tweh• or founecn ynrs •ftor Loh<nth•l-bon h. wu the 6m 
...,.. .. ,.Jm"t'fl ••rpbn< b<ull 1n ''°'"""¥ • _..,a.... •Inch 
a""btned fc>tU .... o( boch the S>.nt_Du_ a.cl Ilk-not 
madnnn. wnh an An1oinC't1< tail Th polo< - b.ath t!K 
,.-,n,11. 

(;nJe'• lonrat 81,ht th .. vnr wu of 'iS ...nu' o1..,.,_. 
H••"" mode his,..,..,. b) anym& the6nt ,.._olulnwro be 
d .. patch..I bv •i• 
Oro~on>I R.......11 on Go"•rnmmt Arch"n • Gennuy aod on t he 

l:.mest Janet •nJ l'•ul Thompoon c..u.a;... • Amaoca 

Fog. I . The full page 1n the Book " The W ork in the Air" showing the h istory of the Bork­
Brueck flights and THE FIRST AIR MAIL LETTER carried on one of the flights . 
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GERAUNY 

prucksaohe 

Flugpost~Bork-Brii.ck • 
• 

Berrn 

Ingenieur Werner G a e b e l . 

I 

Ba r l 1 n I. 
------Seeatr.43. 

Fig . 2.. A Bork-Brueck flight cover with San. 50 I w ith a 3pf. postage stamp to cover the 
printed matter rate . The enclosed adverti~ement is dated March 3 , 1912.. Col'ec t ion of 
Dr. R. H . Shrady. 

Through the courrcsy of :\Ir. Alfred ~laier of ~. anahria Co., Inc. he has supplied 
us with an English translation of this letter which reads as follow : 

( T R.-1 ,\' S L.-1 T JO X ) 

A l RF I ELD " ~JAR " 
Clo•c to Rork tation nea r Be rlin 

Proprietor: Georg Rothgiesse r 
Berlin Office: 

\\·30 ~l artin Luther tr. 91 
Telephone 6 ( Luctzuw ) 7879 

ables: Rothgiesse r Berlin \V30 
Bank: Drcsdener Bank Herl in \V30 
Postal checking a/c : Berlin 763 

Telephone on Airfield: 
Brueck (:\lark) :'.'\o. 7 

Dear ir: 

Berlin \V30 
~I arrin Luther tr. 91 
Bork. ~l arch 3rd ( 1912) 

At the heginning of the new season we take !)leasure in drawinJ? your attention to 
some advantages of our airfield which recently has been considerably enlarged: 
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GER.MAN r 

1) nsu rp::issed, excellent u rface 
2) F::ivourablc wind condition, due to loc::ition urrounded by miles of wood 
3) Close to r::iilroad station 
4 ) \"o di tu rb::ince by onlookers 
5) Comfort::ible, heated sheds 
6) Low rates for buying and ren t ine; of real estate and use of ::iirfield 

FLUGFEID "MARS" 
AM BAH N HOF BORK BEJ BERLIN 
EICENTOMER: CEORC ROTHCIESSER 

Cadlilwttllt io B..iio: 
W30, Martiol.utlienb'.91 
r.._, A..16n.-.~ 111t 

~~= 
~·"- ....... ,.., 
...... r:.:.~.:..:•.:: ::r· .. -----

Berlin WJO, 
....... ~·· 

zum i•clnn O• r neueo s a1 100 arlau~ao • 1r uo1 , 

81• a~ r 110 i ~ Oor v1e 1ao Vor zOi e un••r •• ae1 t l ur ••• -•••u\eaa 

vercre11ert ·n r 1u1r11011 aurm•rl••• su maoben : 

l , Ooarre1o~t vor10111obe BcO•~Obartlloba 

2 . CUnu11• 11odverhllto1He , cle 111\teo 1D 11e i len•eU10 WU­
• un1•n c•l•c•• 

s . 0021\ Uel .J:a ll&Ohb&l'SOhU't Oar I U1nbal1a•t• t10D 

• . Ke1o• ••. l at l i ODI 4ur~b zua~bauer 

1 . llequ111• · .e! zbaro S:>buppoi: 

1 . Ml•clrlc• Pr•1•• r~r Laoclklura , La&clpaob tuo& i.no r1a1r11a . 
MDOUDDI 

7 . r 1u11•a1 a o-r l lan E5o.ooo Pr1va t - Star tpla t 1 arbaltaa 

I . Ml oo.ta .. 4J\a voo 8eri1o. Eloeoosll.llaoaat•E&rt• 20 , -•• . 11 MC . 

1 . Ce1uo4a ;.~eoo ror An1t e l l uo1 

z · wa 21 ~ a l t e r oeutao•ea r 1u111u1r Ubra r • 1D4 aur ... 
r1u1r11a •Mar•• au11111101t. 

!' ro1Jalt • nr V1r lln1e11. 
H• o•ao•tuo11v111 

•1HlUea tH 
ILOOnt.D ,KAaJI• .Lil aABJDltr •oll.l 

D v r o • r 1 u 1 J o • t I • r 1 · • r ft • l ! 

Fig. 4 . The very interesting advertising flyer contained on the cover shown on Fig. 2 . 
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GERMAN}" 

Fig. 3. An enlargement of the stamp on the illustra ted cover. 

~~ J J\ HR E 
~ EUTSCH E LU FTP"- ST 

I MIT LU FTPOST 
PAR AVION I 

i enry ~ . Coodkind 
c..ast 94 Street 

JEW YORK 28 , NY VSA 

Fig. 5 . The commemorative post card issued in 1952 to mark .. 40 Years of German Air Mail". 
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GERl\lllNY - EDITORIAL 

7) Private st arting areas available to airplane factories 
8) Excellent health conditions for settling. 

Approximately 2 % of all German plane pilot · have received their t raininl! at 
" ~ IAR " airfield. 

P rospectus on request. 

Yours incerely 

Airfield " :\ TARS" nenr Bork talion 
Director 

All co rrespondence to be sent to Berlin by Airmail Bork - Brueck ! 

The above is dated .'.\l arch 3, 1912, only 8-ycars after rhe firs t attempt hy the Wri)?ht 
Brothers to Ay heavie r-than-air machine . It represenrs, of course, a very early period in 
aviation, and is all the more remarkable when one reads the tex t. :\1 r. Rothiriesser was 
advertising his airfield near Berlin mentioning fea tures that today one would not believe 
were thought of back in 1912. 

German philatelists have not fo rgorcen these early B ork - Bruecl: Ri)?hts because in 
1952, a pecial ca rd wa issued commemorating .i.o-yea rs of German nir mail ( Fig. - ). 
We wrote of this as a new issue in the '" A err; Philnlelisl .\'rtl's" unde r our code number 
86G. ( \ "ol. 7, pnge 8.i.). 

It certainly seems to be the opinion of man~· th at the history connected with thesc 
German Semi-Official st:tmps of 19 12 has been little-known for too long a time to the 
English language aero-philatel ists. Ce rtnin ly with all the air mai l collectinj! activity in 
this country and England, more should be recorded and known about the world's first 
air mail stamp. 

AERO- PHILATELY 1956 

(Continued from Page 88.) 

\niter of those misconceptions. One now reads such ignorance with a tolerant smile. The 
thinking in thi. article wa outdated, while the so-called facts were nothing but mistaken 
op1111ons. '.\ o one now bothers to refute all the misstatements. The better policy is to 

leave it go unnoticed, and then probably soon it will he forgot ten. furthermore. thinj!'.s 
like this arc now written so very seldom that they make no impre ·sion or hear nu 
influence. 

O ne must confess that with aero-philately in 1956, occasionallr a new issue of air mail 
stamps becomes enmeshed in some form of philate lic manipul ation. But the results usually 
do not seem to be harm ful but health)'· uch schemes immediately become publ ic knowl­
edf!e. nnd a hue and cry is broadcast. Bur after a few months' time, the tumult dies down 
and then the issue is oractically forgot ten. The "sucker '", the collectors whom the stamr 
writers call this name because they want and buy such issues. do seem to learn. Contra r:v 
to the repo rts by some of the "sob-sisters" stamp w riters. collecto rs do seem to learn fa ·t, 
and then turn to nC\\ collectinl? ways much more enlightened. 

All of these views should not he reg:i rded ns showing an attitude of complaccnq 
towa rds aero-philately. Although a pleasant hobby. we must he aware that temptations 
~till exist for sh:1rp operators. There always hall be those with the human frailty 
anxious to "make a fast buck" . But if we are alert, if we work to keep well-informed . 
the cumulative effect of all such cvildoinl! will not be a fac tor unless one's dispo it ion is 
ro sec nothing but fault . 

Thus by 19 ·6 aero-philately has become a respected member in the family of philately. 
A comparison with the general attitude towards air mails from 1926 to 1 9~6 shows th is. 
Also a careful reading of the 1926, 1936 or 1 9~6 stamp papers also manifes ts a diffe rent 
rcj!ard of air mail stamps. W e have come a long way in 30 yea rs! 
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HO DURAS 

C3 I or San. 38 
By fR\'I:\ G I. GREE 

!)t n l<'!u \ (•l't'O ID• 
1 .. rna11ft•11al 

\ 111' ~!:11't, lll'O 

1930 
0.10 "S~~ 

... w·a1tra 
' \' l~lnA•·rt"<t Ju 

h'tt ~··lon al 
\ l\I~ ::!~Ch urv 

o.f8°·~a 
.. . ()tJ.aplfl 
""t'r\ h•in At~nao 1 u -

11·1·11iu:lo11 1< I 
\ alt-:!.". r1' 11rv 

1930 
OJO ·~;> 

'•·n lt'Jo .\~mn l n.­
ffr ria.elnua l 

\aleUt ... 11"1,; 
l!laQ •I 

(J.10 ~;> 
.. ·09· er-en. 
...,.r<l<'i•> \ilreo I u 

,,.,., , ~c lou•I 
\ l!lt•l:,<"t~ tlt'l 

dirP ·s~ 
.. .O~ .. ~ff?-A 
'"n•h•lo \ (on·o Ju 

t,.r0Rrl•111al 
Y"ll• ~ nl~ u r •J 

1!)30 
O.IO T.}a 

J/lu11rut10,, , to1u·t riJ of ,\/ r. S. Srrrbrakiun. 

Illus trated are t\\'o s trips of j?enuinc H onduras air mai l s tamps, cott C31d ( Sana­
bria 38d ). the variety \\'ith inverted 50 cts. urcha rJ?e. Both trips of three are f rom the 
,.ame sheet. The one on the left has basic positions readinl? do\\'n of 5, 10 and 1 5 \\'ith 
the inverted surcharge position- 36, .p , and 46. The right trio has basic positions 4 . 9 
a nd q \\'ith the inverted u rcharge posi tions 37, 42 a nd 47. The basic one pe o s tamp 
{ cott 181 ) "as printed in sheet- of 50, (5 '\ 10 ) . 

The top ~tamp of the left strip sho\\'s the " I nte rnaoicnal" e rror w ith the inverted 
'iO cts. su rcharj!e. which is an unlis ted variety in the Scott and the Sanabri a caraloj?ues of 
1 9~6. Bein!! a J?enuine variety. and. in addition. a rare one, the s tory of C3 1 ( an. 38) 
a nd it~ varieties, i 2iven for the reco rd. 

The E'\ecuti,·e Dec ree of J anuary 9, 1930 !?ave a ud10rit} , among its many o ther 
,tipula tions, w overprint 10,000 one peso stamp' uf the 19 1:; issue "ith the surchaq?e. 
" crvicio Aerco" l nternacion al. \ 'a le 50 cts. uro. 1930". The production of provisiona l 
air mail stamp' o l variow• denomination' \\' 1"- leJ!itimately and uq?enrly requi red at this 
time ior u•e in the international airmail service that had recently been innu1?urated hr the 
Pan-A merican Air\\'a}'~. Inc. The public acceptance of chi' -ervice far ei.ceeded the most 
oprumst1c priur est ima te,. Therefore. a laq!c quantity of provisional air mail stamp• 
\I a:-. needed to fi ll the l!:tP until the fir.;t definitive <l't ,• then on orde r, could he printed and 
delh·ered by the American Ban k ' ote Compan} of .\ ew York. 

The pro,•i,ional air mai l, Ci- ('an. 32), \\a' al<o made by au thority of chi, ~ame 
llec ree o t J anuary 9, 1930. Then, by mi,take. the :.urcharJ?e plate used fo r the C2: 
printinl? \\':t> u~ed a1?ain on the one pe'o tamps. o naturally the typuJ?raphical errors 
" ln ternaoicnal''. a nd "o" fur "oru" -hO\\ed up in posit ion:.~ a nd 8 respectively. Ho\, ever. 
ahuut half \I a} th rouj!h this p rintin1?. the "o" to r "oro" er ror \\'as noticed and corrected. 
hut the " I nte rnaoicnal" error remained unchanj?ed ( and seeminj?ly undetected ). 

When the u e of the wrong place \\'as discovered, the re \\':IS talk, at firs t , of dcHroying 
the ent ire stock and overprinting a new upply. Bur then ir was learned that the one peso 

•Scott 41 · 4 ;, nnabria 4 · ;z-lstucd October 1, 1930. 
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s tamps were in very sho rt supply,•• so it was decided to re-surch;irge the incorrectly 
printed lot. This w as subsequently done, toge ther with ano ther incorrectly printed value 
that was made under th e same decree.••• 

The second su rch ;i rge w as the la rge " \ ' ale -ocrs. oro". During this printing four 
sheers were unintentionally printed up-s ide-down, thereby creating inve rted su rch;irges. 
Also two shee ts that had inadvertently received the fi rs t (2-cts.) su rcharge inverted, were 
overprinted with the second ( -octs.) surcharge in normal oosition. These s ix shee ts with 
inverted surcharges were nor detec ted until th e s tamps w ent on sa le a t the T egucig;ilp;i and 
::-.:orth-coast post-offices from where most of the ai r mail lette rs orig-inated. 

'.'ow cum es these two " bie;" questions! 

a.) How many of the four sheets with the inverted 5octs. s urch arge h ad the "o" for 
"oro" error? 

b. ) How many uf the two sheets with the inverted 25cts surch a rge had the "o" for 
"oro" error ? 

J t seems logical to assu me th a t the insertion of th e s ix sheets into the press in an 
up-side-down position occurred at intervals during th e two overprintinl!S. Knowinf? thar 
the correction of the "o" for "oro" error took place about hal f-way du ring the first 
( 2 5cts.) printing. it seems likely that some of these s ix sheets contained the "o" fo r "o ro" 
error and some did not. If all s ix sheer- h ad fa ll en into the hands of the s ame person, and 
he had recorded the e rrors. we w ould then h ave a true reco rd. Actu ;i lly one person . 
.\Jr. R . .\l embreno. the la te .\Ir. J oh n :\ . Luff's co rrespondent in Honduras. did secure 
most of the inverted su rcharges but, by his own ad mission , many o thers w e re sold a t th e 
Post offices in th e rej?'ular manner. Thus estim;ites ;is to the numbe r of "o'' for "o ro" 
erro rs with the 25cts. surcha rge inverted , and a lso those with th e 5oct s, s urcharge inverted 
must necessa rily be conjectural. 

Th ere are pertinent statistics, nevertheless, from which definite conclus ions can bl' 
deduced, and these no w will be discussed. 

The 19~7 S:1nabria catalog contained a reasonably adequate listing of H onduras air 
mail st amps. Howeve r, with the adoption of their two-column- to-a-page form at in th e 
later editions, many important varieties were unfurtunatelv deleted. The 1 9~7 listing by 
Sanabria of its number 38 ( Cott 3 1) 11-;1s as follows: 

J li11t r.;srd Block of 
N11111/11r Drscriptio11 Qun11tity Price Priu -1 Prier 

San. 38 ·oc on 2-c on t p. g reen ------·- 10,000 J.00 .80 5.00 
ii. " Tnte rnaoicnal" ---------- 200 7.00 
b. "o'' for "oro" --------- 200 7.00 
c. 25c surclrnrge inverted 100 20.00 
d. -oc surcharge irwerted -· ---- -- ·o -o.oo 
e. as a, inverted ------- ·--------·--- 2 300.00 
f. as h. inve rted -------------- I 6oo.oo 
g. as a d, inverted ---------- 2 300.00 
h. as b d. inve rted 6oo.oo 

'ome oi the aho\•e lis tings are confusing and should ha\•e been correc ted to read: 

e.- A s a c 
f.- A b c 

•• C?9 ( nu . 36) . 

g.- As a d 
h.- A s b d 

•••Proof of 1hi1 i1 1hut the Deere~ of :\lny j, 1930 pro\ iJ~J for the O\crrrin1i11e- uf I :;.;;oo sto mp• 
ur one pc10 ( colt 18 1) with the lc)lcnd: .. cr-•icio Acrco · \ ' nle ~nci-. oro·:\lnrzo 1<)Jo". When it w1• 
found 1hnt nn in. uffici<nl •1un111it' of th< one r••u • tnlllp \\h D\'ailnble. 1hc cc111 n\O> .inmr• of the !<JI; 
i»uc ( <Oii 180) ""' u•cJ in•t<nd of t he on• reso. 10 mnke C?S (Snn. 3>). 
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Thus the variety pictured in this article a t the top of the left s trip is identified as 
anabria J81? as listed in the 19+7 cataloj?. As previously s tated , nei ther the con nor the 
anabria catalogs uf 1956 contain a listinl? of this legitima te error. 

:'\ow let us check the quantities. The firs t inaccuracy is the quantity of an. 38b, fo r 
which an amount close r to 100 would be mo re realistic. an. 38d should be 200 instead of 
-o; and an. 381? should be - . not 2. San. 38f is shown a being unique. al thoul?h 2 could 
be possible. an. 38h is also hown unique, but it seems that more than a single copy \\'a 
made. T he writer believes - is a more correct amoun t. but he would compromise on 3 at 
lease. unless definite proof to the contraq• is available. 

ReJ?ard pricing- the present ed itions of the cacaloj!s price C3 1. an. 38 at $2.50 unused 
and used respectively. Res t assu red, at that figure. the scamp is )!rcatly undervalued be­
cause here i an issue made in che limited quantity of 10.000 and one th at did actual 
~e rv ice during a period when air mail scamps were ubligator}' and in small s tock fo r all 
va lues. Besides, a considerable quantity was used and / o r destro}•ed, never to find their 
way into collections. The errors, because of their sca rcity, are entitled to the statu~ of 
raratit». And a. such, thei r prices hould necessarilr reflect thi . 

It is hoped that in some future art icle. I can go in to further detail concerning the 
o ther o r intinl?~ authorized by the Dec ree of J anuary 9. 1930. which the \\ricer has 
facetious !) named a "Comedy of Error~". 

U. S. A. 
(Contin ued frnm P aJ?e 92. ) 

The writer has become more and more intrigued with all the interes ting things chat 
can be found and collected with thi, 2+c ai r mail s tamp of 19 18. In his opinion. besides 
the e'censive collections that can be formed with th i~ scamp. there is also its sij?llifica nt 
position in the his tory of aero-phila tely. O ne should never forge t th at this was THE 
FIR T DEF I:\ ITl\'E STA:\IP I UED A:\D L' ED FOR A IR ~JAIL upon a regu­
lar ~chedulcJ civilian se rvice. This stamp should have a tremendous future. 

We 8peC1,"a/,ize tn 
AMG 

ISRAEL 
POLAND 

TRIESTE 
VATICAN CITY 

W rite for ou r price lists . 

ALL THE AIRLETTER SHEETS AND 1-ST DAY COVERS IN STOCI< 

PENNY BLACK STlUIP CO. 
Est. 1912 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 
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CATALOG A rn BOOK REVIEWS 

coif's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, 1956, I' ol. I. 

Because of a delay in sending our custumarv review copy, these remarks could not 
appear until this time. 

'.\I L !CO C74, C76 and C93A consti tute "the hig news" for this 19·6 edition. For 
20 years ' cott printed the following bold-face notes: 

'' \\'e do not recognize the variety created hr c1verprincing ;\o. C68 with the word5 
•\'uelo de Amelia Earharr. '.\ l exico. 19r' a~ a sramp issued primarily for postal 
purposes". 
Or the same ahout "Type A P34 of 1939, 2oc hluc & red. with the enj!raved overprint 
reading ' arabia \ ·uelo :.\l exico->ueva York' .... " 

These notes 11011· arc gone. Th~ "Amel ia Earhart" stamp bccumci. con CH. the 
" arahia" C93A. C76B is the recently disco,•ercd watermark variety de cribed ior the 
first rime in this m:1gazine (AERO PH ll. ATEl.IST A:Oo.•,\LS, \ 'ol. 2. ;\u. 3). It is pleasing for 
aeru-rhilatelists to see cott listing this find so shordy after it had been verified rather than 
1lelar a listinc for vears. a rather general practirc of chis catalog in the pa,;t. 

Another listinl! of interest to air mail specialists is the addition of the scarce Harrison 
printing of Papua C1. Thi - is listed as Cid. However, cott s till makes no distinction 
I-en' een the Cooke and Ash Printing of this stamp, although the la tter is b}' for the mos t 
Commun variety. 

These new listings are further evidence of the more recent liberal catalog policy of 
cott, a move that every air mail enthusiast will applaud. :'\evertheless, much still could 

be clone. Pecificallv cott should list the "l nselpost" of Germany and the " RF" over­
prin t of the nited races, both very popular items with collectors. Also nothing has 
been clone with the wholly inconsistent listings of ouvenir Sheets. And finally H ondura 
former C21 and C2+ should be restored. These latter two stamps were put in corr by 
perhaps its greatest editor, the late :'.\I r. John :'\. Luff. Agreeing with this keen student of 
H onduras, no present :1uthoriry of the stam!lS of this Central American Republic can 
understand the reason for the revisions and amendments made a few years ago. 

The size of this volume has increa ed from 862 to 878 pages. It still sells at $4. a 
raq?;ain as books are priced today. 

,, 

April 28 Thru ~la~· (i. l~).i6 

THE ('01,,ISEl'~I 

( 'ol u 111 bus ( 'irt·le 

x~n· l.·ork. I'\". ,._ 

Lounge D-4th Floo1· 
Aero Pbila•elis•·s llt•atlquar••·r~ 
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ITALY'S 1917 STAMP 

The Fi rst Gove rnment-Issued Ai r fail 

:.\l anr members of AERO PH11.ATE1. 1sT's believe that one of ou r most autho ri tative 
a rticles published by us \\'as the one in the former " Auo Philatelist's Nncs" ( Vol. 1. 

:'\o. 8) on the 1q 17 air mail s tamp of Italy. There is good reason for this be lief, because 
the au thor \\'a$ :.\ I r. S. L. Bayer. presently the O\\ ne r of the P enny Black Stamp Co .. 
:\ ew York. ~- Y. Before corning to this country about twenty years ago. :.\I r. Baye r had 
hecn a resident of I t alv. where he not only dealt in air mails. but wa~ both a student and 
ne\\ s reporter of early aviation in Europe. especial ii- Italy. Consequently. he w as exceed­
ingly \\'ell -versed in his topic, and much of his information w as based upon first-hand 
knowledge. 

~ow we quote from the first portion of his 1 9~6 a rticle: 

"THE WORLD'S F IRST AIR:.\IAlL TA:.\IP 
Bs S. L. Bayrr 

"The firs t airmail sta mp officially recognized as such was i sued by Italy in 19 17. 
The then current red special delivery s tamp ( Scoct E1 ) was overprinted: 

ESPERIMENTO POSTA AEREA 
MACCIO 19 17 

TORI NO- ROMA - ROMA- TORI NO 
which translated into E nglish reads : 

Experimental Air Post 
:.\lay 1917 

Turin-Rome Rome-Turin 

PRESTIT 
NAZIONAL 

cmcua a L. 90 
per l 00 nommah 

REDOlfO E~Fl::TIIVO 5,55 o 

E.::>£.'llTE DA l\11'0STF PRESENT! E. FVTURE 

L .. aot1oec:1Won1 u ncevooo dal S f cbbraio 
p<0<0 lulk k Fili.Ji J"ili l1ututi d1 Em1»1ooc, 

.. pr~ ali t.111uta J, Crccia10 ordint.no. lo 
C.- J1 Rupormio. k BllDchr popolan e coo­
p<r•h• c, le D111e c !:>oc1d1 b&ncar1c patlec•­
puu al Con><>rz_io per l'~nnuiooe dcl Pre•hlo. 

• .a c ... ~ 

Fig. I. A post card with the No . I a ir mail stamp o f Italy floNn on the fi rst re turn flight 
from Rome to Turin on May 27 . I 9 I 7 . The cancel happens to be the scarce one with the 
wide spacing between the numerals of the date. But the feature of this piece is the s tamp 
with the second " Torino" missing from the last line of the overprint. Collection of Sam 
Rodv1en. 
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"The overprinting wa~ done by the Government Prinring Office, then loca ted in Turin. 
200,000 stamps were overprinted, of which only a par t were used on the mail. The re­
mainders were kept on sale at the Philatelic Agency of the 1 ta li an Postal Admin istrntion 
until shortly before the outbreak of war in 1939. and were sold at a slight premium over 
face value. ~ l uch care was given to rhe overprinting and no e rrors were found . excepr 
for some heavy lettering due to execs ive inkaJ!e". 

"p to the present time, the s tatement about no va rieties of the overprint being known 
has not been amcnderl. But Snm R odt1in1. our \'ice President. while preparing his material 
for exhibition in FIPEX. suddenly came upcn an error in the overprinting, which he 
hardly could believe. We shall let the picture tell the s ton-. ~ otice on the illustra ted 
card ( Fil!. t) that almost all of the second "Torino" at the end of the last line is missing. 
This shows far clearer in the enlargement of the s tamp (Fig. 2 ) . 

Seekinl? to learn ho,,· this error occurred, we were unable to find rwo essential points 
of information ever recorded by anyone, who wrore about this first air mail stamp. It 
would helo to know the method of overprinting as well as the setting of the ove rprint. 
"The Sanabria Air Post Catalogue" state~ that the overorint was aoplied by typography. 
Our examination of many copies confirm~ th is fact that the overprint was typese t. 

Fig. 2 . An enlargement of the copy of Italy Cl ~hawing the second " Torino" a lmost com­
pletely missing . Photos by L. W . Giles. 

As for the missing word, "Torino", the writer is inclined to believe that this m:1y not 
be a constant v:1rietr. \ " erv like I}' some foreign matter came upon the type and caused 
this perhaos on(\· once o r a few times until it worked loose. Proof of this theon• must 
await further stud~-. . 

All. who have examined this Cl py with the word. "T orino", al mo t completely mi~sing. 
think that th is was qui te a find because it had irnne unnoticed fo r almost 40 years. A fter 
the ne\\ s of rhc discover\', those, ""ho hea rd of it, went through their ma teria l "ith I tal\ 
C1, but as ' 'et no orher similar e r rors have been noted. 

The reason for the excitement about this discovery becomes aµparent. when one 
realizes the histor ica l sta tus of th is Ita lian air mail stamp. I t is uniHrsall~ accepted b) 
phi lately as the first air ma il stamp ever issued by a J,!Ovc rnmcnr. Every collector. especially 
one snecia lizing in air mails. should fea ture this stamp in his collection for this reason. 
Copies arc readilv ava il able unused, or on firs t Ai~ht cards and covers. One can form 
at a modest cost a fine specialized collection \\"ith ltah ' an:1bria '.\ o. 1. L" sing )J r. Ba)er's 
article as a base. one can seek the sca rcer cancella tions and usages. .\ I any dealers have 
ca rds and covers "ith this s tamp in stock. But un less one is an ai r mail o r l rali:m 
specia lis t. he probably does not separate the scarce usages from the common ones. ome 
have had the exciting experience of buying a sca rce usage, worth conside rable more. at the 
ave rage price for Italy C 1. And as mo re become interested in this :'\ - .\!B ER O:'\ E air 
mai l s tamp, perha ps further errors in the overprint like the one shown he re will he found. 
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COLOMBIA 
Sec ret Dot on the 1923-1929 Scadta Air Mails 

Er J ACO B S. GLA ER. 

Fig. 1. 5 copies of the 30 centavos blue stamp each showing a differen t posi tion of the secret 
dot as well as the degree of variation 1n si ze and shape. 

In F. \ \ '. Kessler's excellent handbook 
"The Air Pom of Colombia''. 1936 edition, 
on paJ?e 83. there i the following reference 
to ''Dor \ 'a rieries" or the 1923-29 CA DT A 
compan)' air mail issues. 

PKO\ ' l ' 10:\AL I l.Jt:: '-1923- 1929, 
DOT \ 'A RI ET IE 

"T he >teamer 'Chris tian H orn' leit 
H amhur~ on 'eptember 1sr, 1923 with a 
•upply of stamps and a rri\ed in Pto. Co­
lombi:i abou t the middle ot October. A 
shortage oi one package of 6+o •heets ot 
the 30.: bh:e \\ :t• discovered. In onler to 
1leren the •tolen -,ramps, rhe cadta or­
dered the remaininir stamp, to be over­
printed 11 ith a >mall 'dot' on the face of 
the scamp. Thi• •urcharJ!e wa. done by 
machine. o\•erprin ting a 1\ hole >heet in une 
operation. The color of the dot i> the 
'a me a, the stamp itself and of ten times 
ir is difficult to •ee chem. The following 
values h:t\'C heen re:inrtecl with the clot: 
I OC. I '\C. 3oc. 6oc. 

"The thie\·es. fearinj? the disco\•ery of 
thei r stolen j?Ood, , burned them. and the 
caclra di -continued the 'doc' surcharging 

,-/ t r o P /i ilntl'list ,-/ 11110/1 

on subsequent ~hipmcnts. 

"Throui:h the theft of rhe above mcn­
tior.cd 6+o sheets. ai:grnv:ned hr the <trike 
in the German seaports during the late 
~ummer nf 1923. the 3oc value ran out in 
a short time and provisional i;;;;ue• had to 

be made." 

This writer. as a Joni.: t ime 'Jlecialist on 
the >tnmp~ of Colombia, has accumulated 
O\ er rhe years a sizable amount of material , 
stamps and covers having the-e .. ecret 
Oob''. The followinl? article pre·ents further 
info rmation chat has come to my atten tion. 

DENOMINATIONS C.VERPRINTED 
~I r. Kessler stated chat few denomination-, 

out of a long -ct of q were O\•eni rinred. 
T he .. 'cnf Bricim arkcn J ournal :'\ o. 11 of 
] une. 1932" has an a rcicle on the -ame sub­
ject. It mention, only the 30 nml 6o 1.:entavos 
values being overprin ted with the •<1.•cret dot, 
but omit, an~ 11 nrcl about rhe 10 and 1-

centaV<>> values. 
H aving examined thousands of stnmps of 

thi 1923 i>sue. rhi, work re.ultc1l in the 
finding oi many •ecret dots on the 30 centavo• 
blue denominntinn. a far lesser number on 

105 



C 0 L 0 ;\I B I A ' S C A D T A C 0. A I R :\ I A I L S 

it 

~-~ • 
Fig. 2. 60c brown. Left : a copy without dot; Right : pair. both with dots. 

the 6o centavos. B ut l found only one copy 
of the 15 centavos stamps. And only three 
1 o centavos with secret dot. 

Despite this, other Colombian specialists 
have in fo rmed me that the sec ret dots do ex­
is t on m:my 1 - centavos denomin atio ns. :\ Ir. 
F. G. Larsen of Bogota. Colombia, who had 
owned one of the most extensive collectio ns 
of Colo mbian a ir mail stamp. and cove rs. 
wrote me that the secret dots were over­
p r inted on the 1 o and 1 - centavos. :\Ir. 
Robert J. Lyon. editor of the "Sanahri a Air 
Post Cat:iloj?ue"". who previously ow11t>d a 
line collection of ··srndtn" stamps and cove rs, 
assured the writer that he had one o r two 
copies o f the 10 centavos value with secret 
duts. (Fig. 3) H owcver. in all my many 
yea rs oi collectin j?, I have found very few 
copies o f the JOc. and only one 1 s cen tavos 
with a "secret dot" . ( Fig. -1- ) 

Fig 3 . 1 Oc green. The left stamp is without dot. 
with a ··secret dot" . 
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TWO DIFFERENT ACCOUNTS 

Buth :\Ir. Kessler and the "Senf Brief­
ma rken Journal" sta te that " the thieves, 
fea rinj? discovery of their sto len stamps, 
burned them". In recent years, I have been 
informed by enor Doctor Ignacio Lopez. 
one of the fo rmer arrorneys of the Scndt a­
company. th at the stolen stamps were re­
cove red and not burned. 

THE OVERPRINTING 

During the examinacion of my ma te ria l, 
not ice was made that the "secret docs·· could 
be seen on ere stamp in a number of d iffer­
en t varieties. They were ove rprin ted in dif­
f~rcnt posi t ions: some dots being high ancl 
others much lower on t he stamps. The do t 
varied j?reatl)• in intensity; some were al mo r 
perfectly round and easy to sec. O ther were 
faint o r broken: their detection being pos-

The right is one of the three copies found 
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Fig. 4. I Sc carmine. The only one copy found with a dot 1s the one at the right. The copy 
at left 1s a normal one 

~iblc only by maJ!ni tica tion. Also. their sin 
\'ar ied trom ahout 1 ~ m.m. in diameter ro a 
:.mall sput impo~sibl e to measu re. 

There is agreement, as :\J r. Kcs ·ler wrutc, 
that the O\'e rprinting was done in one opera­
tion. T he stamps were printed in Germany 
in sl.cet- of 2 ( - '\ -) • T he overprinrinj! 
of the ec rct dots wa done in Barranqu illa, 
Colombia. This writer would accuunr tor 
the \·arietie:. on these dots through the pla te 
\\caring down as the overprint ing progressed. 

Recnrds sta te tlrnt a total of 3,766,700 of 
the JO centavos blue stamps were prin1cJ. 
C on,equcntly. this denomination lent it sc i f 

1 1 NO U QfT'llt&OADA R:N I DI.Al 
OCVUILVAJC A 

THE ROYAL. BANK O~ CANADA 

THE MANAGER 

BOGOTA ( COLCE!IA) 

best ro tudy purpo cs because it offered the 
most material. I happen to own thousands 
of copies of the 30 centavos tamp. The 
different loca tions of the dots un thi denomi­
nation were probably caused br individual 
sheets of the basic scamps being fed in to the 
printing press for t11c overprinting not always 
in the same manner. Illustrated arc five 30 
centavos s tamp which plainly shows the va­
rieties in the position of the secret tlots on 
individual s tamps. ( Fig. 1) 

A nothe r interesting matter in connection 
with these dots rnmcs to light when covers 
are studied. Those with multiple rare frank-

Fig. 5. Front of a commercial cover flown from Barranquilla to Bogota in March, l 926. The 
top 30 centavos s tamp 1s wi thout a secret dot but the one beneath it has the secret dot. 
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COMPAf'llA COLOMBIANA DE SEGUROS 

APARTADO NoJ/49 

BOGOTA 

Fig. 6. An in teresting cover flown from Cartagena to Bogota on December 15. 1924 with 
a mult1p!e franking. The two 30 centavos blue and the 60 centavos brown all have " the 
~ecret dor" variety. 

ing needinl! t\\ o or more stamps of rhe same 
value :.ho\\ some stamps having the dot but 
others '' ithout it. (Fig. · ) 

FURTHER COM?LICATIONS 
As previou,ly mentioned. a total of 3,766,-

700 of thl'sc 30 centavos blue stamps were 
printed. ::'\! r. Kessler sta ted the quantity 
s to len as 640 heets. Other confirm this 
amount. l::ach sheet having i- stamps, the 
total of the stamps stolen, therefore, amoun t 
to 16.000 or less than 11 of 1 '1 of the entire 
printin!! o t the 30 centavo stamps. 

The stamp, ''ere issued on June 4. 1923. 
T l-e thctt i~ reported as discovered abou t the 
midJle of October, 1923. The Jot were 
O\•e rprinteJ a~ou t rhe same t ime; but prev­
iously re ;ei\ cd ~tocks of the stamps had been 
widcl) di,1 ributed to cit ies throughout o ­
lombia. Ot course. tre l:Se oi anr stamp 
'' ithout J"t' could he iclcntified a the >tolen 
~hipmenr. 

'tud) in!! tic cancellation on mater; al. '' e 
ha1•e notice1l usage of the s tamps with dot a 
la te as 1929. This, therefo re, would explain 
the U>e nf :.tamps on cover where one had 
a <ecret dot and the other did not. Afcer the 
mi:.~ing ho' or boxes of stamps were fou nd. 
rhe -ecre t dot became obsolete as there was 
no lunJ!er am· chance of the missinl! stamp:. 
heinj! u~ecl illej!ally. Then s tamps with o r 
wi thou t the sec ret dot were used indiscrimi­
nately. 

DOT VARIETIES USED MOSTLY IN 
BARRANQUILLA 

The port of entry wa • ( P orto Colombia) 
Barranquilla. The ove rprinting was done in 
this city. Although one finds cam:cll ations of 
$tamps with sec ret dots from other ci tic in 
Colombia. the majority of cancellations in the 
ma terial we s tudied were from Ba r ranquilla. 
Thi,, in our opinion, shows that most of the 
stw;k of the stamps ' ' ith secret Jots was dis­
trihu ted in this ciry. 

ACKNOWLEDG!:M ENTS 

In seekinl! the foregoing information, I am 
indehred rn a number of philatelic friends 
for tl- eir fine cooreration anti a ~isrance. 
) l enrit n >houlJ be made of the Editor. Henr) 
::'\I. Gou<lkind. tor hi kind assis tance in com­
pil'ni: rhi, article. ::'\Ir. F. G. L a rsen of 
Bo1m1 a. Colomhia. ::'\I r. R. J. Lyon of '.\ e11 
Yurk. Dr. J. Pringle Qf ::'\l anchester. Eng­
land. ' enur Ed\1 art! <!e Caicedo of Colom­
bia. and my da t•ghter, enora Estelle Glaser 
de E~curar of Eoi:ota. ,,·hn macle an efforr to 
l!l·t a 1 • ccnrnvos ·cAOTA wirh a ecre t 
Jot O\'erprint. but ' ' as unable ro locate one 
after a year of search in Colomhia. 

• l11r• no" Jock nt Barro1111uillo. Hut in 1923. the 
chnll'·r1 "11 nol Jeep c110U1:h to pt>rmit o::-can·t:oi11u­
,hi:" to enter the Bnrran~u1lla hnrbor. Then the) 
hnJ tn e'lltr nt l'orto Colombia 1ha1 hnd o pier about 
~11110 feet I on~. Porto Colombi• i nbour iu milca 
from Unrra1111u1ll J. 
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URUGUAY 

The First Air ~Iail Issue of 1921 

( Part 1 l 

Preface 

Each of the four stamps of the )Q2 I a ir m ail issue of i..; ruguay will be studied sepa­
rately. This ( P a rt 1) covers the first ~tamp, the hlue overprint ( con C 1. an. 1 ) . The 
othe r rl\•e rprints, the red (C2). the f? reen (C3) and the controve rsial hl ack ( a n. ~ ) each 
will be the suh iect of an article hv it~elf . Our deci · ion to do this was based upon our 
experience as a philatelic writer. Collecto rs des iring in formation seem co better ah~o rh 

more through shor ter than leng thy articles th at have a tendency to offe r too much infor­
mation a t one time. 

History 

The fi rs t gove rnment in the \ \Testern H emisphe re to iso ue a special stamp for air 
mail \ UIS the G nited ta tes on ~J ay 13, 1918. :'\ e,doundland fo llowed in April. 1919 with 
the famous " Hawker .. and " ~la rt insyde" special Aight stamrs. Then Colomhia came w ith 
the controversia l " Knox :\l a rtin" sta mp on A pril 30, 191 9. The re was an inter ruption 
until ~l a rch . 1921 when U ruguay issued its a ir m ail s tamp with the hlue ove rprint. 

One should remembe r th at :\l a rch. 1921 w as just a fe" years afte r \Vorld \\'ar I. 
when aviat ion was s till in i t~ infancy. Jr is the w rite r 's belie! tha t too many collectors. 
when handling a coo1• o f L' ruguay C 1, trea t it simply as j u~ t ano the r ramp without giving 
furthe r thouJ?h t to its exceptiona l histo ry and backg round. marking as it d id . an attempt 
at air mail back in 1921. 

StaDJ.ps io1.· Sale ? ? ? 
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU 

For more than a quarter or a Century . COLLECTOR . DEALERS. TRl'ST COMPAXIES 
nnd EXECl'TORS OF ESTATES h:ivt ton1u ll td ut r t lfa rdlnsr lht ton•· - rs lon or Philottli< 
Propertlt• inlo CASH . 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION • .• 
~e ~an c ft'er earb da1 •1 and attrartive terms. E.1ptrl sup n'i1ion r f a ll maltrial b) an 
f'Xpf'ri• ,,ced Ph11at-lir Auct;onrcr. I iht ral advanrrs r t ndi"-:- ic.a lt. Cttmo rthrn1dvt in8uranc~ 
and llo lmr-s Eltttr·ic Protr:clion saft~uarda ) OUr propf'r1) while in our pos."ru ion. Our Calaloar: 
dl• l rlbutlon I• "' orld-wldt. 

OU R PRIVATE SALES SERVICE ..• 
• u<<r••rulb pla< .. Collttllon•. totks and Rulli•• "hore thl• m<t hod I• pr: rtrrtd 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS W AITING • •• 
for tht outrhrht purcha1t or • uil abl• material r•S"ardltH or amount. 

Our Advice, Backed by 30 Years Experience in the St amp Trade, is a t Your Disposal 
lnformnt ' <n Cht<rfully Glvt n 

IR\\'IN llEl .HAX. IXC'. 

crd11.r; . ./111rrir11n Plii1111t~\' i11rr 1926 

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YO RK 36. N. Y. 

ROOM iOS £. T<I. : Jl' 2-2393 
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In 19.+], the writer wrote on the air mail stamps of l"rugua). which was published in 
"' /lie Arro Pliilatrlist 's Nrws", \ ' ol. 2, :'\os. 11 . 12 and 20. T he first a ir mail i'sue of 
1921 was inclu<led. H owever, s ince then, havinl! become fa r mo re inte rested in Cruguay 
air mail , much more has been learned. o \\ e believe the time ha<l come to record fu rther 
information. most of which was noc in ou r •9~i "Arru P/11/ntt!ist's S rtt's" a rt icles. 

The Blue O verprint 

It is definitely established from the exi tence of the Official Decree tha t the first ai r 
mail s tamp o{ ruguay w as is•ued o n J/arclt 20, 1Qn. ome air mail catalOl!" like 

anab ria incorrectly give the <late of is~ue as :\l a rch 22. This can be e~plained. Yea r~ ago 
this wron)! date \\'~ l!iven in an old cata log because the lir<t day of use was confused 
with the first chi\• of issue. L ater cata log · cooiecl this wrong date ;11ul have no t changed it. 

The ba ... ic •tamp came in •heets of 1 oo ( 1 o x 1 o). According to reports. the over­
print w as applied in a veq• efficient manner. The writer agree~ with this because our 
examinatio n of many copies discloses no g rea t varia tion o r dis tinct varieties. This is 
e"<ceptional with overprinting in Latin America. and it speaks very well for pr inting fac il i­
ties in l,; ruj!ua}'. ' tudrin(!'. the O\'erprints of the blue closely, the only ' ligh t \'ariation 
noticed wa the centerinj!. which ha. very ~ l ij!ht philatelic sij!nificance. It was not iced that 
the blue overprint wa• found well -centered, •hifted to the ton. bottom, right or left. but 
no t to am· marked deg rec. 

The writer sought in va in to fin<l any record of the method hi \\ hich the O\'e rprint \\a ... 
applied. Our study leads to the: opinion that the overpr int inl! wa, done by rypo1naphy. 
but \\'C have no idea of the settinl?. l t seem• likely that the <hee t< of 100 stamp~ were 
overpr inted in one operation, hut therr is no documentatiCtn kncm n tu u:< to <ub-tantia te 
this rheon•. \\'c ha\•c e~amined a numhcr of laree rnul tinle niece' as well as many single 
copies hut thi> \\ ork has as re t led to nu llefini te conclu-ion m· to the •e t t in!! of the over­
print. 

ln a fine >r>ecialind ca talog o n the air mails of L:ruguay publi hed by the Gruguay 
Phil atelic Club in 19~8. there is a color va riety. "ult ramarine''. listed. One sheet o f 100 

with this color variation is s tated as knm\ n. There is no dc<ire on our part to •tart a 
controversy. bur \\'e believe tha t this va riety is of minor sif?ni ticance. /11 our 11 p1111011 , 11 11 

fl slint!r rather tlu111 fl color di/lert•nrr. The few copie,; we e~amined of chi' so-called 
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URUGUAY 

Fig I. One of the very few covers known to the writer showing genuine use on March 22, 
1921 when the first flights Montevideo-Rocha took place. It 1s stated that only about 200 
letters and cards were camed on the airplane I hat left Montevideo. (Photos by L. W . Giles. I 

" ultramarine" seem only a lij!hter shacle th :m the no rmal darker blue color. \Ve do not 
ee how this lighter shade could properly he classified as the color " ultramarine", there 

being nu purple cnst vi, ible to us. Ai hc<t it is a lil!htcr shade of blue. But \\'C do not 
think it is of su fficient philatelic no te ro warrant a soecial lis ting, even as a minor va riety. 

The total p rinting, according to official records. \\'as 9.900. This we would interpret 
as meaning that 100 sheets ''ere overrrintcJ. but ior some reason only 9.900 \\'ere placed 
on ,ale, unc sheet , perh ap~ because of Jefecrive \\'Ork. was destroyed. Also acconling to 
the records. 'iOO copie, were overprinted ""pecimen" ( .\luestra ) fo r the I,;. P. ·. Thi 
leave~ a net amount of 9,.j.OO copies, which is n comparatively .mall quantity. 

Lee' book, "The P o tagc tamp of ruguay", pp. 271 -2. state the fo llowing : 

"CHAPTER XLI 
" F IR T AIR TA.\lP, 1921. 

"Emitted 9,900. 

ow 1. '.G . .i.:;o. Overprint in blue on the <tamp of 11th Fehruar). 1901 ( o to 86·) . 

" R tt·is111, '\ o. 203: "El Cent ro :"\ acionale de A viacion de .\l unte1 ideo 11 as charged to 
inaugurate the ne\\ .en ·ice on the 22nd oi .\l a rch of thi< )Car with a trial journer to 
R ocha. Jepartine from ".\l ontevidco and '' ith a halt at the bathinj! re~ort of P iriapoli,, a 
hnlt "hich "a> not able to be effected. Cantain Be risso. the Pilot of the m achine "ith 
11hich the jou rnc) \\':IS accomplisheJ, took to Rocha 10 copies of each uf the ne\\'spape r~ of 
the capi tal and rather more than 200 letter>; on his return jnu rne}, he brouj!ht only a few 
le tter< from Rocha. 

"T hi, trial of :t postal transoo rr ,,·~tern wa, carried our under the auspices of the 
C rugua~ an Po,t "ho -eize<l the opporrunir~ to i•;;ue 10.000 <pccial <tamp- iur a se rvice 
\\ hich the\' \\ ere not certain was going co macenalize. bu t "hich enabled chem co ger rid 
of :t •urpl us of . ramps. 

"This mea~u re of i'suing tamps for a ,ervice not definitely es tahli~hed seems to us 
ra ther im!l r udent. 

A tro Pl1i/ntrlist ,-/1111nls I Il 
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''The $tamps overprinted with an aeroplane aml the \\ onlin~ 'CORREO AEREO' are those 
of 25 cente imos, dark coffee colour, engraved, issued 11th February, 1901; although be­
longinl! to the second printing of a <larker colour \\ hich circula ted ju~t a little later. The 
overprinr is very well done and p retrv. The stamps have been u~ed also independen t!, o f 
the •en•ice for which they were intended. 

"The idea of impnwinl! the se rvice3 of the transport of cor rc.;pomlence i< very laudahle. 
hut we are no t of the <ame opinion rei:ardinl! the issue of 'tamri- under anr prete't what­
ner and '' ithout fu rthe r use than that of S\\ e llinl! collection•. 

''It i.; practica lly ce rtain that the Cun,cju '\' acional de Admini.t racion in ' ' ie\\ o f the 
\'O>t of this 11e'' 'ervice will decide nnr to e~tahli,h it, and all tlrnt will be le:r to u-; of th r 
affair \\ ill he the stam1is in question, a o uvcnir of a vt:r\' laudable, hut too premature 
a trempt. 

" ( h:wc here the resolu tion which the Consejo Directive ) la Dirc..:cion Ceneral have 
puhl i,hcd un the Air .\I ail stamp . 

" T he e'ecution of the overprint was excellent and o ne uf the fine.t c' ampl e~ of sur­
d1argc~ ~o tar u~ed by the t;ruguayan postal au thorities. 

/ 11 thr Cnl/, r tio11 

a mint ~heet of 100. 10 JI. 10. pcrf. q . and a hlock of ~. An entire u<etl in con­
junction \\ itl1 a .;ec of the arando issue of 1q2.{ with obl ite ra tions :is 1ie r F igs. Vi 1, .\'i2 . 
n .f' 

I t i• the "riter'• belief that some uf the above remark' an: much too cr itical :inti 
'arca.ric. \\'e think th at too often phil ntel isr, :ire !Jronr tu anpl) too s trict!) the •tand nn l 
.. pu<tal rece«it) ... ln<tead \\ e <cc th1 •c re,p1•nsible io r the fi r,t air mail like the :'\ c\\ ­
foundland " H rl\\ker" n r Colombia '~ " Kno' .\l a rtin' ' a,.. men o l vioion. ,,ho <:m µ:rear 
po<•ihilitic, lor a f:1>t mail se rvice h,• airplane, and thus <tarted ea rly to prepare and tr) 
w u.e .oecial stamps for air mail. There \\ere so many tr.1 inl! cmulitions to overcomt', and 
o ften these early air m:iil a tl emprs \\er!' t•n<ucce~sful. so that later <ume mocked the ''ho le 
idea. Con,equcntl)•, they jumped a t the conclus ion that such ea rly ra mps were i sued 
p r imaril} for philnrelic oa les, and not postal requirements. 

1 n the ca>t: of the nrst air mail s tamp o f C rurruay. '' e think th at '' e can di,pu tr an) 
c ritical contention made again t this is<ue. At no t ime was the supply not fret:lr rl\•ailah le 
to philntdi,r-, ancl the price. of single copies have been modest ;;o that nea rl} ever}' col­
lector can afford to hu\ a copr of C ruguay C 1. Instead of levelling anr cri rici,..m, the 
\\ ritcr i,.. indincd to he. tow prai.e upon tho.e re ponsiblc for this 1921 issue hecause of 
the vi,ion and foresit?:ht shown, \\ hich was confi rmed by event• only a decade or "CJ la te r. 
1d w n air mni l hecame so generally accepted and used. 

No Counterfeits Known 

The fine work h\• Roberto H offman. \\hose t itle in Enidi>h tran; lates. " A cud) of 
the Counterfeit s of the Postage " ramp• of l,; ruj!uay", is a most thorough writing desc rihinl! 
all the known countcrfeit>-and there a rc mam'. 

Rej!a rdi ng the first air ma il issue ( ' an. 1 t;, .J. ). .\Ir. H offman describes and illus t rn res 
f\\ u counterfei ts- the red and the hlack overprint. :'\ one are known of the blue ove rp rint. 

Extremely Sca rce on First F:lig ht Covers 

About 20 I ear, ago. \\hen the write r n rst rega:i to specia lize intently upon air mail 
•tamlls on cover. he had been o ffe red a FIR T FLIGHT cover \\ith "rugu ny C r by a 
:'\l'\\ Y o rk dealer for $50-00. ( Like the one hown in Fig. 1 ). \Ve recall becoming spcech­
le« hccause the •t.tmp ca taloged then ahuut :$2.)0 unused or u-ed , being unpriced on cover. 
H owe,•er. thi> experience left such a sharp impression upon ou r mind that we kept on the 
lookout tor a "imil a r • ruguay C 1 cove r. 

'ome yea rs passed. but odd l} enough no ' imilar pieces were found. Du ring this period, 

112 



I 

"' 

V"llldVl\llS3 1f1 J:;:fn!l3d 

URUCL"Ar 

Fig. 2 The first air mail stamp of Uruguay used on the special Cctobe:r 12, 1923 Sarandi­
Mon1ev1deo specia l flight. It 1s s tated that 880 pieces ot mail we.re t1ansported. 

\\ e had begun w a-,emhle a rather .:cimprclu:n~ive collection of air mail stamp, of thr 
\\ orltl 011 covers. hut ~omehtm thi~ · rugua1· item duded us. 

About 1q.µ or tQ•J· \\C linall\' .:ame a.:ro~s the first l.:rugua1 Ct ccl\er that \\Chad 
'-ten ,ince our initial e'perience. '.\ow heinl! more e:'.Perienccd, 11 e happil} huuj!ht thi~ 
cover at \\hat we con~icle recl a ''bargain nricc"- '2;. "uhse·1l!entl} \I e became better 
educatecl. The cover we had bought \\ ith the blue o\·c rprin tcd air •tamp "a~ used .1 

.. pecial Octuher 12, 1923 Ail!ht from ' a rancli to \l onreviclco ( Fig. 2). A ~imilar cover i­
illu~trated in the IQJ• "Field Air \ I ail Catalogue" (En1dand ). li,tcd a' '\u. 6 and pricecl 
at £2 ( then ahllu t :10). But this line c:nalol! also list a ~o. J. \\hich i the \l:irch 22, 
tQ21 First Flight u•ed from :\lontevideo to Rocha. Thi.; is JHiced at £to ( then about 
'10). "Champion Cataluj!Ue de la PcMc Aerienne. 193• edition" •tate~ that onl} 3011 

h111 rs 11111/ /JtJSI r11rds \\ ere carried on the 1Q21 Aight. hut 880 piece' of mail on the 1923 
Aiclu. L ee. quutine "la Rcvi~rn", eive• the quantit\' of mail on the 1Q21 llij!llt as .><10 , 

not 100. the amount Champion ~peciticd. .I udj!inl! hy thf few cover.; seen with the \I arch 
22. 1Q21 date. we believe that L ee'< 200 is more accurate than Champion's 300. Ru t :I> 

far a~ the writer was concerned. the cover he had with the hlue overprint was on thr 
much more common Right of 1923. A ~larch 22. 192t Aij!ht cover \\:JS the item he \\:tilted 
(() >CCU re. 

A lew \'ear< latl'r. around IQ~6 a< "e remember it. the fir~t 1921 flieht cover. since 
the one we saw abou t 10 1·ears before. \\as locatrd. It \\as included in an auction ale 
ot a \\Cll-kno\\11 '.\e\1 York dealer. It \\a~ an individual lot, hut the de~cription did not 
read as if it were con~idered annhing scarce or c'cr1>tional. The listed price \\"a .'J.)O 
plus. \\hich fi)!ure represented the then catalog price fur the stamp u~cJ (or unused). 
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lt wi ll be a Ion)? time until our experience with this lo t i ~ forgotten . 'Ve think the 
complete s tory is so interesting that we shall include it in this article. Ou r onl}• interest 
in this auction sa le was the rueuay cover. So for this reason. we did not wish to plan to 
attend this auction s ale iust fo r the one lot. \Ve conractrd a stamp dealer friend, who 
usually attends sales like this in person, to see if he could handle our bid. A s usual, hi' 
was ven• happy to obliJ?e us. Now this friend deal · mostly in s tamps. H e is familiar 
with covers and some of their values, but his knowledge is far superior on stamps. W e 
gave our friend a bid of $35 fo r th is cover. Looking back, we o tten have wondered what 
determined this price in uur mind ? Perhaps our thinking went like this. Previously when 
inexperienced, we had rejected a similar cover for S-o. So we wanted the sa tisfaction of 
now pu rchasing a ruguay C1 cover for less. 

This is what followed. Our f riend phoned us j ust before he was ready to leave his 
office to Pe rsonally attend the sale. H e was concerned abou t our $3- bid on a lot th at 
only cataloged-priced fo r $3. -o, and reasoned that pe rchance we had made a mistake by 
bidding on the wrong lot. 1\o. we assu red him that ou r Sr bid was correct. It was fo r 
a stamp on a cover th at we had been seeking for many yea rs, we to ld our friend. Before 
he hung up, he confidently assured us th :1t he would conscientiously execute ou r bid. and 
no doubt save us some mone}'· F amous last words! 

After the sale had concluded. a report was rece ived. The lot with the Urugua~· 
1 f arch, 1921 FliJ?;ht cover had opened at $30. Before our aj!en t could get in to the bidding. 
the price had al ready eone to $~o. The lot was finally sold for S~ - ! 

After learning this, we reasoned as w e are sure mam• of our readers often have. vVe 
regretted chat we had not bid $50 fo r th is cove r and ha

0

d ou r agent bur it in. Then we 
lea rned that we s till would not have been able to buy chis cover. There was a competing 
bid of $6o. Thus our frustra tion with a 1921 ruguay cover continued. 

A few more years passed. ancl no otl:er ruguay cover came to our attention. 'Ve 
we re offered some 1923 covers, but had to refuse these explaining that we were seekinj! 
the s tamp on a tQ2t flight. According to our memory, we think it was a very hot s ummer 
day in 1 9~9 or 1950, when we were walkine along the .:\ ew York City side-walks. ud­
dcn h· an afternoon thunder storm broke. So we had to duck into a nearby building to keep 
drr. Looking around. we saw that we w ere in a building where several s tamp dealers 
had their offices. Thinking that we had 1 o or 1 - •minute$ until the hard rain stopped, we 
decided tu visit one of the dealers. \Val king inro the office. we " ere s urprised ro see an 
auction sa le going on. ' V e picked up one uf the auction cata logs and sat clown fo r a 
" ·hil e. Being su mme rtime. th!' floor was no t ' 'cry crowded and the material being sold 
was of ~ l ii:rhr in terest to us. After about 10 minutes-it wa;; still raining-a lo t came up 
clescrihed as follows: 

•· uuth America: 2- miscellaneous covers. mostly airs, high car. stamps-Estimated 
value $20." 

The auctioneer. noting our Presence. more o r less jokingly tried to get us to bid. be­
cause he knc"· of our interest in air mails. \Ve ventured a hid of $1- :1nrl houj!llt this 101 

"'blind"' at this price. Yes. you guessed it. the lot upon inspection contained the 1921 

fli i:rh r cover shown as Fig. 1. lncidentally. rt e other covers in this lot were rather nice. 
bu r nothing like chi t; ruguar C t cover. Tha t was a thrill that comes all too seldom. 

Ohviou~h'. even this e:1.perienced auction deale r h;id nor rea lized rhe extreme scarcity 
of a Cruguay 1921 Righ t cover. And this :'taremcnt still applie ~ today, because outside of 
a fe\\ C ruguav or air mail cover specia lists, many :ire unaware ho" sca rce the>c 192 1 

flight covers are. The anabria cata log just recent!} sec rhc cover price for ;... o. 1 in ch is 
cat:ilog at SJ 5. So aea inst the current SJ list price in this cara loJ?: of C TUl!Ua) ;\ o. r 
unused or used, those now consul t in!? anabria ma}' receive a better indica tion of the 
relative scarcity of ~o. 1 on cover. The writer ~uggesred to the edito r uf this caralo!! 
of this cove r Price. which was accepted. ome mar th ink that even a $35 listinf! for a 
cover in vie\\ of the fe\• previous!} known sa les at higher prices is too low. This \\'Ould 
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be true, if the catalog price referreJ to the 1921 Aight only. But the 1923 Aight cove rs 
also have ro be taken into consideration. 

As further proof of the ex treme scarci ty of this first air m:til ~tamp nf ruguay o n tht> 
:\l arch 22, 1921 Firs t Flight cover, we refer back to the last paragraph in Lee's hook. 
It was that author's pract ice to dose his Jc criptive tex t with a re ference to the m:iterial 
in hi collection. ;-.. otice that the famous E. J. Lee Collection of U rugu:iy had onl}' the 
blue overprint on :i 1923 Flight cover, 1101 011r or1 a t<)2t First F/iflhl ro~•u. L ee' 
t; ruguay collection was considered o ne of the finest ever a semhled and w as awarded 
man1• "grand prix" at international phil atelic exhibi tions, before his collection was sold at 
:iuction in England a few yea rs ai:o. 

incc the writer had purchased the cover ~hown in FiJ!. 1, he has seen only a fe" 
more 1921 Aight covers. Counting his own and the one firs t seen ahout 20 years aj?o, thr 
roral number of :\larch, 192 1 F light covers seen is SIX. Altho ugh. all six were not closely 
inspected. the re was something about two of them that created certain doubts in the 
\niter's mind whether these showed genuine u~age or were fake covers. The temptation 
must he great for a cover faker. H e can bur an unused copr of C1 for a few dollars. 
affix it to cover. applr a fake cancel and have imitated a piece for which he could get S2<; 
or more. The writer has a strong su picion that this has been do ne. 

B ibliography 

F o rtunatclr there are a number of very helpful refe rences works that may be con­
sulted for information on the firs t air mail s of Uruguay. A few have alrcad)• been 
mentio ned in the article. But man}' more have been read , and mention of as much source 
material as known to the write r should he m ade. 

First of all. there are any number of catalogs, general anJ specialized. that were 
consulted. :\ l ost of them offer scant information outside of the cuswmary listings and 
prices. There are, however, two air mail catalogs tha t have proven very helpful becausi­
they offer more detaileJ information. These are the " O. Field Air :\ Jail Catalol?ue, 2nd 
( 19_q) edition", and the Theodore C hampion " ata loJ?uc de la Poste Aerienne, 1930 
edition". 

Crui:rnay has prod uced some very helpful source material. There a re two period ica ls, 
tha t have been published re11:ularly for a number of yea rs. One is the .. · ruj!uay Fila­
telico". the other ··Revis ta del Centro Colleciunistas del • ruguay·•. Both have run 
a rticle that supplied data not found in other source.. Ah.u t\\ u book lee- h} Roherto Hoff­
man "Cataloj!o de las \ ' a riedades mas impo rrantes de · rugua)" and "Estudio de la• 
Falsificiones de los ellos Postales del · rugua\' 11 are useful. A specializeJ cacalol? on 
t;rugu:I\' ai r m ails edited and published hy the Philatelic Cluh of ' ruiru ay called. ' 'Cata­
loj!o de los ellos Aercos dcl ruguay", should he con~ulted by all inte rcsteJ in air .;ramps. 
A fin e older ca tal ciJ:? of ruj?uay called "Caraloi;:o clc 'el los Postales. 1922" b) ' otu Her­
manos ( oto Bros.) \\"as a standard reference wo rk fo r speciali• t s in C ruguay .;ramp•. 
H owever heini;: i-.uecl :.o ><Hln a fte r the fir>t air mai l tamps. thi:. contains little more than 
a listinf? and the 1922 market prices. 

Throuj!hout the a rticle. reference. \\Cre made to Emmanuel J. Lee's ''the Po,tage 
' ramns oi C ruguay'". \\ hich has become to he ranked as one of the j!reat philatelic referencl' 
hooks. F u r instance, it i> now housed in the rarin· >ection of the Collector C lub Librar} . 
' e" Yo rk. Lee's s tuJies on the fi rs t ai r mail issue are confined almost exclusively to 

quotations from the pcrioJicn l " L a Re,•i,ta". Bu t th is is most advantageous hcca use 
important information has heen tran:.lated fro m the origina l panish into Engli~h. 

:\lam• periodical~ from America and England were read. if thei r inJices shO\\ ed that 
the re was an a rt icle on the first issue •if Cru(!ua} · ai r maik In moH cases. the English 
articles were found to be transla tion~ from the periodicals of L ruj?ua\ . But the.e too 
p roved usefu l becau:ie the} had traMl:tted trom the orig:inal ' pani•h. The B riti•h weeklr. 
" tamn Collecting''. durinl! the year> 1923 ro 1930 wa• especially helpful. In this country. 
the old "~ l ekeel. \Vcekly ' tamp .:\ews" in the middle 1920's ran a fe\' similar article~ a., 
well as a eood new issue coverae;e. 
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Following the sale on April 16, 17, 18 of 

an outstanding group of Air Post issues 

H . R. HARMER, Inc. 

wi 11 offer at unreserved sale by auction 
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another important mint 

AIR POST COLLECTION 

• 
The fully illustrated, accurately described 

auction catalogue may be obtained gratis 

from 

• 
H. R. H RMER, Inc. 
Pioneers in Aero-Philatelic Auctio11eeri11g 

6 WEST 48TH STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
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