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STAMP COLLECTING

We offer to coliectors the world’s most efficient service in
forming outstanding collections of Airmails in every phase
of Aerophilately:

NEW ISSUES: We maintain a complete New Issue Service
of mint Airmail Stamps, including the scarce
issues. By subscribing to this service you are
assured of acquiring new items in the most eco-
nomical way. Write for folder giving full
particulars.

RARITIES: We handle rare airmail issues which are issued
in very limited quantities and usually not obtain-
able in the open market.

ERRORS AND VARIETIES: Through our many connections
all over the world, we are in a position to offer a
large number of scarce errors and varieties to our
clients. Most of these issues are submitted on our
New Issue Service as they appeared, before
prices increased.

AIR LETTER SHEETS: We also service new issues of air
letter sheets—a new and very popular field of
Aerophilately. Our service offers all new air
letter sheets, including scarce issues. Write for
further details.

AUCTION SALES: Our next sale now in preparation,
dates soon to be announced. |f you are not on
our mailing list, please write for the catalog of
the sale which will include mint, used airmail
stamps, and many desirable covers.

We welcome your inquiries regarding any
of the above services.

F. W. KESSLER
200 Fifth Avenue New York 36, N. Y.




Vol. IlI

THE

=
o
p——{
rl
b — |
|
o o |
r'l
p—i
o2
—3
o —_|
—]
—
b — |
i_ q
(el g |

(ontents

Aero-Philately 1956 (Editorial) ............c.coovveiiiiiiiiiiieeereeeeeereesee e 87

LT T BT e S ST I e . 89

The “Grounded Plane” variety of the 1918 24¢ dir Mail

GOIMBNY . cviocisivmmasnviie sussinsss R sassT s s ks e vy s oA A b mp i e el Ao 93

Sanabria 501, the Woaorld’s First Adir Mail

Honduras! '(lrving (L. GReN) . omsmmrrismissaiessrviass i ssiiossmsoiis 99

Sanabria 38 or C31

Catalog:and Book: ROVIBWS .. ...c.i:uuiuuminsims e snimesimiiusisssss srisssan i easys s 102

The First Error Found on the First Air Mail Stamp

Colombia (Jacob S. Glaser) .........ccocooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 105

Secret Dot an 1923-29 Scadta Air Mails

Uruguay (Part 1) ... PSP SR NSRS O G ot R IR 109
The First Air Stamp, the 1921 Blue Overprint
Copyright, 1956, by Aero Philatelists, Inc.

Aera Philatelist Annals 85



Henry M. Goodkind, Editor

137 East 94th St., New York 28, N. Y,

All communications regarding publication, editorial matters, all literature for review
should be sent to the Editor.

Organization matters and all communications relating to Aero Philatelists, Inc. should
be mailed to:

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc.
186C BROADWAY
NEW YORK 23, N. Y,

THE AERO PHILATELISTS ANNALS published quarterly each year by Aero Philatelists,
Inc., 1860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y., a non-profit corporation, chartered in New York
State, Printed by |. W. Stowell Printing Co., Federalsburg, Md. Entered as Second-Class Mat-
ter at Federalsburg, Md. under Act of March 3, 1879.

Distributed free of charge to all members of Aero Philatelists, Inc. in good standing.

Back numbers, when available, for sale at $1.00 each.

ADVERTISING RATES

Advertising is accepted only from members or firms of which one individual is a member
of Aero Philatelists. Rates are as follows:

Cover—
Y. T o1y (< [ O IR Ay $22.50 Per insertion
Third! . cassasssioneg 22.50 Per insertion
Fourth v . 25.00 Per insertion
Inside—
Page rate ................ 20.00 Per insertion
Half page .........cco0.. 12.50 Per insertion

Subject to 209 discount for four consecutive insertions. This discount applies only if
the space taken is the same size in each issue. .
For Advertising, please contact:
BERNARD FINK, 1528 Pitkin Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

f TWO AERO PHILATELIST'S PUBLICATIONS

In addition to this quarterly magazine issued in January, April, July and October each
year, members receive ‘‘the Aero Philatelist News'', published six times a year to keep
the members informed of the organization’s activities as well as news of individuals.

Are you receiving BOTH publications? |f not, please write to:

Sol Whitman, Secretary
1462 Taylor Ave., New York €0, N. Y.

86 April, 1956



Editorial
Aero-Philately 1956

The appearance of this number of our quarterly magazine so near to the Fifth
International Philatelic Exhibition (FIPEX) in the United States happens to have evoked
a good amount of nostalgia within us because aero-philately is playing such an influential
and essential role in this 1956 Exhibition. Air mail is finally accepted as a vital part of
philately and thus is receiving full consideration. But it was not always like this. In
former vears, aero-philately had to battle for its proper place in the general philatelic pic-
ture. But by now, all this seems nothing more than a dim memory. Looking back, it may
be of interest to the present group of aero-philatelists to summarize as concisely as possible
what had transpired.

We date the birth of air mail collecting back to May 1918, when one of philately’s
brightest stars, the U. S. 24¢ red and blue air mail with inverted center, was purchased at
face value by a collector in a Washington, D. C. post ofice. At a future time, we shall
explain more fully just what this meant, not only to aero-philately, but to all philately.
From that date on, people became fascinated and interested in air mail stamps.

The First International Philatelic Exhibition in the United States had been held five
vears previously. Obviously in that exhibition, there could have been no air mail section.
Therefore, the Second International Philatelic Exhibition of 1926 offered aero-philately its
very first opportunity for a display. But our specialty, being new, was not much of a
factor in 1926. There were only a few hundred air mail stamps issued by that time. The
air mail highlights then were the 1870 Siege of Paris Balloon covers and later Pioneer
Flight material. Outside of a few stamps like the Newfoundland “Hawker” and “Martin-
syde”, or the aforementioned U. S. 24c inverted center, there was not much else that could
be exhibited with air mails. Thus only a few lesser awards went to air mails. The 19th
Century issues dominated that exhibition.

Eons, Uanietios and Ainmails

For 30 years we have been specializing in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc.,
regardless as to whether they are or are not listed.

Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U,, U. N., Inverted Centers,
Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs, Rotary, etc., etc.

We have oddities and unusual items from many different
countries as:

Albania, Abyssinia, Belgium, Brazil, Canary Islands, Colombia,
Congo, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East,
France & Colonies, Creece, Georgia, Honduras, lceland, Ifni, lran,
Italy &G Colonies, Latvia, Liberia, Lithuania, Monaco, Nicaragua,
Paraguay, Poland, Romaria, Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scadta, Spain
& Colonies, Tangier, Tanna Touva, Uruguay, Venezuela.

We will gladly make up special offers or selections on approval.

Please write countries, price range and specialties. (Usual
references, please).

We are also always buyers of similar material.

S. SEREBRAKIAN

15 Park Row New York 38. N. Y.
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AERO PHILATELY 1956

Until the time of the Third International Philatelic Exhibition (TIPEX), aero-
philately acted and was treated just like a teen-ager. A look at the stamp publications
during this 1926-36 decade will confirm this. Many a prominent collector or dealer looked
with disdain upon what they liked to call “this 20th century trash”. These were the
actual words often applied in print to air mails. Besides, air stamp collectors were re-
garded as “fools with lots of money, but no philatelic appreciation”, who were spending
ridiculous sums of money for unworthy labels like the “Red” or “Black” Honduras, the
Newfoundland “postmasters’ creations’” or “tailored-made printing errors”. It was main-
tained that the real test of a stamp—postal necessity—was lacking in most of the air
mails issued. It was alleged that insignificant flights and side trios were commemorated
by meaningless paper, that every time a barnstormer wanted to try to break an aviation
record, he financed his flight by issuing a very limited amount of stamps that immediately
were bought by crazy collectors at fantastic sums. In less than g0 years, the then-called
barnstormers like Hawker, Alcock, Byrd, Lindbergh, Ross Smith and Amelia Earhart have
become universally respected as picneers of aviatien. Thus the stamps issued and used on
their famous flights need not be glorified hecause every collector and dealer now wants
them.

Another decade had passed until the next United States International Philatelic
Exhibition (CIPEX) was held in 1947. Again let us refer to the stamp papers during
that 1936-47 period. Those Honduras air mails were still being subjected to ridicule by
many a stamp writer, who did not collect air stamps. The early Newfoundland air mails
were condemned as fantasies created by some profiteering vostmasters, who cleaned up
thousands of dollars by limiting and controlling the small supply. Mexico's “Amelia
Earhart” was cited as another horrible example, as was Colombia Ci. Despite all this, in
time all these stamps found their way in the most widely-used general stamp catalogs of
the world.

Before us are many yellowed press clippings from that decade in which the unin-
formed writers delighted in poking fun at the reckless spending air mail stamp collectors
as well as the “robber baron” air mail dealers. Please do not take our word for all this,
but, if interested, read some of the stamp papers from those years.

Our memories of CIPEX are still fairly sharp because this was only nine years ago.
Being both a participant and an eve-witness, ‘we recall some of the struggles that
aero-philately had in 1947. First of all, the Exhibition Committee wished to limit the num-
ber of frames allowed to the air mail section. After a compromise was reached, we then
had to contend with a location of a proper place for our frames. Some old-time philate-
lists on the Committee wanted air mails placed out-of-the-way on the upper floors of the
tormer Grand Central Palace. Although aero-philately was not successtul in crowding
19th century issues off the main floor, we ended up with a fine location at CIPEX. The
next struggle was during the exhibition when we were told that it was unheard of for aig®
mails to receive more or higher awards than 19th Century Africa or Asia. But we were
not easily persuaded, and many a fine air mail collection came out in 1947 with its just
award. In fact, before the end we vividly recall the Judges deliberating on the Grand
Award, when two of the great philatelic classicists made a suggestion for two top awards—
one for the 19th Century and one for the 20th Century. This proposal has been adopted
for the 1956 FIPEX!

By this time, exactly what has happened? The storm and prejudices against air mails
seem to have died down. From the moment that FIPEX was planned. we have heard not
one word against air mails, either their place in the exhibition, any limitation upon the size
of this section nor the number of awards to go to aero-philately.

Only very occasionally do we read a revival in a stamp paper of the old blasts against
air mails. The most recent was a sillv short squib in the British, “Stamp Collecting
Fortnightly”, in its Christmas 1955 number. And a Merry Christmas to the ill-advised

(Continued on Page 98.)
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UNITED STATES

The Grounded Plane Variety on the 24¢ Air Mail of 1018

assasssssscancahoecnsennsansad

Fig. 1. An unusual block of four showing a most pronounced shift into the word “‘cents’.

In an auction sale on February 17, 1956 (Irwin Heiman, Inc.), seven lots—Nos. 811
to S17—were described as follows:

“24c variety PLANE GROUNDED INTO CENTS.

“Only a small quantity (one sheet) of this interesting variety exists. Infrequently
f:f}: red mint mpi:x have realized fr"tm 351' fo .\'75 at auction. None have been r;f_fe'rg'd frar
several years to the best of our knowledge. The following group of covers is from an
original holding. All are very scarce.

“1918 Lot 811 24c carmine and blue (C3) variety PLANE GROUNDED INTO CENTS,
used on first trip Boston-N. Y, cover AAMC =105, very fine

oA 812 Same wusad N. Y. - San Francisco Trans-Continental Night Flying cover,
AAMC =166, o Rawlins, Wyo., very fine (Photo)

= 813 Same, to Rock Springs, Wyo., very fine

= 814 Same, to Salt Lake City, very fine

# 815 Same, to Elko, Nev., very fine

o 816 Same, to Reno, Nev., very fine

" 817 Same, to San Francisco, very fine"

The writer has been interested in this variety for many years. To the best of his
knowledge, only a very few short references to this pronounced shift can be found re-
corded. No descriptive article has been written about it. There is a cover in his special-
ized collection of the first air mail stamp of the United States similar to one described
in the above-mentioned lot 813, which is illustrated as Fig. 2.

In order to show more clearly how pronounced this shift is, Fig. 3 is an enlargement
of the stamp on the cover shown in Fig. 2. The writer's comments on this variety now
tollow.
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UNITED STATES

NASSAU STAMP CO.
t1e NABSAU BT,

NEW YORK LA N
—
‘ VIA AIR MAIL
Nassou Stamp Co.
c¢/o Postmaster,
Rock Sprinpgs, Wyoming.
VIa AR MATD o
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Fig. 2. One of the few covers known with the “GROUNDED PLANE INTO CENTS" variety
flown upon one of the legs of the first Trans-Continental Night Flight. Photos by L. W. Giles.

This shift is not cataloged, because in the true philatelic sense it is not an error due
something being wrong on the plate or with the printing. It is simply an example of
improper printing. As will be explained later, under normal conditions, the writer feels
sure that any stamps now found printed as poorly as these would have been rejected by
the government inspectors and destroyved as “printer’s waste”, This does not imply, be-
cause it is uncataloged, that “the Grounded Plane” variety is not a very desirable col-
lector’s item. It is!

The history known about this variety depends mostly upon the writer's recollections
of past conversations with collectors and dealers, who knew about this freak of printing.
It is claimed that one sheet of 100 came into the stock of the old Nassau Stamp Co. New
York City shortly after the stamp had gone on sale in May, 1918. One of the proprietors
of this well-known former stamp firm was Mr. Jack Kleeman, who later became very
interested in aero-philately.  Although now retired for some years, he had earned the
reputation as an aero-philatelic authority through his vears of dealing and collecting of air
mails. Other dealers told us that they remember Mr. Kleeman saying that he experienced
difficulty selling copies with “the Grounded Plane” variety in the beginning. Thus a few
vears later he decided to use some on interesting flights, which explains why many copies
from this sheet that had belonged to Mr. Kleeman, are now found on covers from the!
first T'rans-Continental Night Flight. E

However, this writer knows that a second sheet exists, because about ten years ago he
purchased one. Later on this sheet was exchanged in trade for other air mail ma-
terial needed for our collections. Included in the items received in trade was the cover
shown in Fig. 2. This sheet may still be intact in a collection in this country, because
the dealer, with whom the trade for the sheet was made, told the writer at that time
that he had a customer for a full sheet with “the Grounded Plane” variety.

There is one very significant fact to mention about the sheet the writer had owned.
It was from the first printing, first cutting (see the booklet. “The First Air Mail Stamp
of the U, 8.7, distributed by AERO PHILATELISTS in 1950). Sheets with no margins on top,
and no plate numbers are at once identifiable as being some of the few sold the first day
of sale, Mayv 14, 1918, Due to the very tamous sheet with the inverted centers being
purchased on this same day, history tells us that all such sheets were withdrawn from sale
on this first day. In order to prevent any further errors, new plate markings were ordered
and the top margin was no longer cut off. Therefore, the two sheets known with this
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UNITED STATES

Fig. 3. Enlargement of the stamp on the cover to show better how pronounced the shift of
the center design.

“Grounded Plane” variety, being from the first printing sold only for a few hours on
May 14, 1918, can be proven to have been included with the supply that contained the
sheet with inverted centers.

Nor is it difficult to account for such poorly printed copies being put on sale. History
shows also that this 24c air mail was prepared and printed exceptionally quickly—in less
than one week's time. Furthermore, being done during wartime, the customary precau-
tions and inspection of the sheets were not exercised.

Furthermore, a knowledge of the printing process used for this 1918 air mail will
explain just how these pronounced shifts of the central design occurred. The tollowing
is quoted from a portion of an article by Mr. Joseph B. Leavy, a well known authority
on Bureau Issues, in “the Philatelic Gazette” of June, 1918 (page 191):

“Bi-colored stamps are printed on the hand presses used for printing the bank
notes. The border or frame is printed first. the sheets then examined and counted
and delivered to the presses to have the center or medallion printed; any defective
sheets having been thrown out, the sheets are dampened the same as if they were blank
and are ready to be fed to the press. In printing from a hand press the plate is
removed after one impression, placed on a heated block, re-inked, wiped. and then

Fig. 4. Block of four with examples of the shift to the TOP.
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Fig. 5. Plane shifted to the LEFT

returned to the press for the next impression; this is all done by the plate printer.
The plate printer’s assistant feeds and removes each sheet to and from the press, her
hands being clean; in feeding, the sheet is taken Fetween the thumb and forefinger
with the thumb just below the registering T and placed on the plate with the thumb
just below the register'ng T on the plate: this s tle cny method ver devised for
correct registering of the medallions and naturally causes many variations.”

Fig. 6. Vignette shifted to the RIGHT in the four copies of this block.

A collector, specializing in the first air mail stamp of the United States, can form a
fascinating collection showing various copies with the central vortion shifted in many po-
sitions. Of course, the most pronounced shift of the blue vignette with the airplane is
this “Grounded Plane”, where the register has been so low that the blue design was
printed right on top of the word “Cents” in the red frame. (Fig. 1) Illustrated in this
article are also examples of other shifts such as to the top (Fig. 4). to the left (Fig. 5)
or to the right (Fig. 6).

(Continued on Page 101.)
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GERMANY
The World’s First Air Mail Stamp San. 501

In “The Aero Philatelist News” of 1952 (Vol. 7, page 65), we wrote about the Semi-
Official stamp of Germany (San. No. 501) being considered by eminent aeronautical
authorities the first air mail in the world. We quoted from the book on aviation, “The
World in the Air"”, by Francis Trevelyan Miller, published by G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1930.

Now let us illustrate the page from the book which we quoted back in 1952 because
seeing this page is the best visual evidence that can be offered. (Fig. 1)

But many philatelists still seem to consider other air mails as the first in the world.
So we thought that the time had come again not only to refer back to our previous articles,
but to offer further interesting information about these Pioneer Bork-Brueck Semi-
Officials of Germany, that came recently, to our attention.

If one studies the design of the stamp (San. No. 501), he will notice a large blank
space in the center of the stamp (see design Sanabria SO1). This space was for use of
the regular German postage stamp. It was when a national postage stamp was affixed
to this space that the mail could be delivered, thus making the air mail stamp a Semi-
Official.

Notice that the German stamp sometimes is the spf. green denomination of the
“Germania’ series. [llustrated is a cover that has a 3pf. brown German stamp afhxed.
(Fig. 2). Why the two different rates?

The spf. stamp was for the letter rate, while the 3pf. stamp was for printed matter.

The second cover illustrated, property of Dr. R. H. Shradv, had an enclosure and
this printed matter is shown (Fig. 4). The 3pf. has perforated initials “G R". Obviously
reading the printed matter, one finds it is a business letter of Georg Rothgiesser, explaining
the nerfins as coming from this firm's correspondence.

New 1955 fdition
SCOTT'S AIR
POST ALBUM

And Supplement No. 16 \

= .

Complete album in 3 bind-

ers, new Supplement ...... $32.50
Supplement #16, covering

air post issues of 1953

through 1954 .........cccuveee 9.00
SCOTT PFUBLICATIONS. Inec.
461 Eighth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y.

]’I‘f'”ﬁ'!' 'Ir([t'f' fr'.lﬂ'l 'l"f“r l!l'”{t'r-
If ordering fram publisher, add postage.
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GERMANY

THE WORLD IN THE AIR ‘ -
By
Francis T.Miller

Published by G.P.
j,mGERMALﬁ AIRPLANE i FLIGHT Noar POTSDAM—1909

NGINEER HANS GRADE h‘nd and buife the ir.n
German airplane. He flew it himself (November, 1909
over the fiying held at Bmh.mr Potsdam. Grade came

twelve or fourteen years after Llllcmhl!—b'l his was the frst
power-drniven auplane built in Germany — which
combined features of both the Qumr-Dn-u: and Blerior
machines, with an Antoinette tail. The pilot sat beneath the
wings.

Grade's Iunrn flight this year was of 35 minutes’ duration.
He also made hisrory by carrying the first piece of mail ever to be

desparched by air. .

Untnal Records in Government Archives in Germany and in the
mest Jones and Paul Thompson Collections in America

FIRST LETTER § Al

-

IFLUGP s1'

soRx-sFuCy |

Fig. 1. The full page in the Book “"The Work in the Air"' showing the history of the Bork-
Brueck flights and THE FIRST AIR MAIL LETTER carried on one of the flights.
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Fig. 2. A Bork-Brueck flight cover with San. 501 with a 3pf. postage stamp to cover the
printed matter rate. The enclosed adverticement is dated March 3, 1912. Col'ection of
Dr. R. H. Shrady.

Through the courtesy of Mr. Alfred Maier of N. Sanabria Co., Inc. he has supplied
us with an English translation of this letter which reads as follows:

(TRANSLATION )
Berlin W30
Martin Luther Str. g1
Bork, March 3rd (1912)
AIRFIELD “MARS"
Close to Bork Station near Berlin
Proprietor: Georg Rothgiesser
Berlin Office:
W30 Martin Luther Str. g1
Telephone 6 (Luetzow) 7879
Cables: Rothgiesser Berlin W30
Bank: Dresdener Bank Berlin W30
Postal checking a/c: Berlin 763
Telephone on Airfield:
Brueck (Mark) No. 7

Dear Sir:

At the beginning of the new season we take pleasure in drawing your attention to
some advantages of our airfield which recently has been considerably enlarged:
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GERMANY

1) Unsurpassed, excellent surface

2) Favourable wind condition, due to location surrounded by miles of woods
3) Close to railroad station

4) No disturbance by onlookers

5) Comfortable, heated sheds

6) Low rates for buying and renting of real estate and use of airfield

Berlin W30,
Martin Lutherstr 91

Bork, den 3, Mirz 1812

FLUGFELD ,MARS*“

AM BAHNHOF BORK BEI BERLIN

EIGENTOMER: GEORG ROTHGIESSER
Geschaitsstelle in Berlin:
W 30, Martin Lutherstr. 91
Fernapr.: Amt 6 (Litsow), 7879
o g e g i -
oo g Sher e sahr geenrter Harr!
At Btk Mot lls“

Zum Beginn der neuen Salson srlaubsn wir ums,
Sie auf ein gJ dor vieien Vorezlige unseres selt kurzem pedoutond
vergrissert 'n Flugfeldes aufmerksam £u maochen:

1, Unerreiont vorsfigliche Bcdeuoberfllohs

2, Giinstige Windverndltnisse, da mitten in meilenweiten Wal-
dungen gslegen

3, Unaltitel 208 Nachbavrschaft dsr Eisenbabnstation
4. Keine Be Hstigang durch Zuschauver
Bsqueme ‘".eizbars Sohupper

8. Niedrige Preime fQr LandkHufe, Lacdpachtucg und Flugfeld-
wenntsung

Flugseug aoriken kdanen Privat-Startplats erhalten

Simtliche Korrespondenzen sind nach Berlin xu richten,
b

8. Nobets ..dge von Beriin, Eilsenbsbumonatsgarte 20, wEw. 18 Mg,
9. Gesunde .cgend fUr Ansiellung

E'wa 25 f aller dsutsoher Flugseugrinrer s!nd auf dem
Flugfeld “Mars” ausgemsildet,

I'respekte aur Verlangen.
Heohaohtungevell

Birektien des
FLUGFELD ,MARE* AM BAHNHOr BoRK

Duroh Flugposti Berc-58rilek!

S— -— e

Fig. 4. The very interesting advertising flyer contained in the cover shown in Fig. 2.
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40 JAHRE
DJEUTSCHE LUFTPOST

If12~105¢

Impri

T Mr. HEenry M.Coodkind
T S (ESLRE 137 East 94 Street

NEW YORK 28, NY USA
MIT LUFTPOST
PAR AVION

Fig. 5. The commemorative post card issued in 1952 to mark ‘40 Years of German Air Mail".
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GERMANY —— EDITORIAL

7) Private starting areas available to airplane factories
8) Excellent health conditions for settling.

Approximately 25% of all German plane pilots have received their training at
“MARS" airfield.
Prospectus on request.

Yours sincerely

Airfield “MARS" near Bork Station
Director

All correspondence to be sent to Berlin by Airmail Bork - Brueck!

The above is dated March 3, 1912, only 8-vears after the first attempt by the Wright
Brothers to fly heavier-than-air machines. It represents, of course, a very early periad in
aviation, and is all the more remarkable when one reads the text. Mr. Rothgiesser was
advertising his airfield near Berlin mentioning features that today one would not believe
were thought of back in 1912.

German philatelists have not forgotten these early Bork - Brueck flights because in
1952, a special card was issued commemorating go-yvears of German air mail (Fig. 5).
We wrote of this as a new issue in the “Adero Philatelist News” under our code number
86G. (Vol. 7, page 84).

It certainly seems to be the opinion of many that the history connected with these
German Semi-Official stamps of 1912 has been little-known for too long a time to the
English language aero-philatelists. Certainly with all the air mail collecting activity in
this country and England, more should be recorded and known about the world’s first
air mail stamp.

AERO-PHILATELY 1956
(Continued from Page 88.)

writer of those misconceptions. One now reads such ignorance with a tolerant smile. The
thinking in this article was outdated, while the so-called facts were nothing but mistaken
opinions. No one now bothers to refute all the misstatements. The better policy is to
leave it go unnoticed, and then probably soon it ‘will be forgotten. Furthermore, things
like this are now written so very seldom that they make no impression or bear no
influence.

One must confess that with aero-philately in 1956, occasionally a new issue of air mail
stamps becomes enmeshed in some form of philatelic manipulation. But the results usually
do not seem to be harmful but healthy. Such schemes immediately become public knowl-
edge, and a hue and cry is broadcast. But after a few months’ time, the tumult dies down
and then the issue is practically forgotten. The “suckers”, the collectors whom the stamp®
writers call this name because they want and buy such issues, do seem to learn. Contrary
to the reports by some of the “sob-sisters” stamp writers, collectors do seem to learn fast,
and then turn to new collecting ways much more enlightened.

All of these views should not be regarded as showing an attitude of complacency
towards aero-philately. Although a pleasant hobby, we must be aware that temptations
still exist for sharp operators. There always shall be those with the human frailty
anxious to “make a fast buck”. But if we are alert, if we work to keep well-informed,
the cumulative effect of all such evildoing will not be a factor unless one’s disposition is
to see nothing but faults.

Thus by 1956 aero-philately has become a respected member in the family of philately.
A comparison with the general attitude towards air mails from 1926 to 1956 shows this.
Also a careful reading of the 1926, 1936 or 1946 stamp papers also manifests a different
regard of air mail stamps. We have come a long way in 30 vears!
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C31 or San. 38
By IRVING I. GREEN
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Ilustration, courtesy of Mr. S. Sercbrakian.

[lustrated are two strips of genuine Honduras air mail stamps, Scott C31d (Sana-
bria 38d), the variety with inverted 50 cts. surcharge. Both strips of three are from the
same sheet. The one on the left has basic positions reading down of 5, 10 and 15 with
the inverted surcharge positions 36, 41, and 46. The right strip has basic positions 4, 9
and 14 with the inverted surcharge positions 37, 42 and 47. The basic one peso stamp
(Scott 181) was printed in sheets of 50, (5 x 10).

The top stamp of the left strip shows the “Internacicnal” error with the inverted
50 cts. surcharge, which is an unlisted variety in the Scott and the Sanabria catalogues of
1956. Being a genuine variety, and, in addition, a rare one, the story of C31 (San. 38)
and its varieties, is given for the record.

The Executive Decree of January 9, 1930 gave authority, among its many other
stipulations, to overprint 10,000 one peso stamps of the 1915 issue with the surcharge,
“Servicio Aereo” Internacional. Vale so cts. oro. 1930". The production of provisional
air mail stamps of various denominations was legitimately and urgently required at this
time for use in the international airmail service that had recently been inaugurated by the
Pan-American Airways, Inc. The public acceptance of this service far exceeded the most
optimistic prior estimates. Therefore, a large quantity of provisional air mail stamps
was needed to fill the gap until the first definitive set,* then on order, could be printed and
delivered by the American Bank Note Company of New York.

The provisional air mail, C25 (San. 32), was also made by authority of this same
decree of January 9, 1930. Then, by mistake, the surcharge plate used for the C25
printing was used again on the one peso stamps. So naturally the typographical errors
“Internaoicnal”, and “o” for “oro” showed up in positions 5 and 8 respectively. However,
about half way through this printing, the “0" for “oro” error was noticed and corrected.
but the “Internacicnal” error remained unchanged (and seemingly undetected).

When the use of the wrong plate was discovered, there was talk, at first, of destroying
the entire stock and overprinting a new supply. But then it was learned that the one peso

* Scott 41-35, Sanabria 48-52—Issued October 1, 1930.

Aera Philatelist Annals 99



HONDURAS

stamps were in very short supply,** so it was decided to re-surcharge the incorrectly
printed lot. This was subsequently done, together with another incorrectly printed value
that was made under the same decree ***

The second surcharge was the large “Vale socts. oro”. During this printing four
sheets were unintentionally printed up-side-down, thereby creating inverted surcharges.
Also two sheets that had inadvertently received the first (25cts.) surcharge inverted, were
overprinted with the second (50cts.) surcharge in normal position. These six sheets with
inverted surcharges were not detected until the stamps went on sale at the Tegucigalpa and
North-coast post-offices from where most of the air mail letters originated.

Now comes these two “big" questions!

a.) How many of the four sheets with the inverted socts. surcharge had the “o” for
“oro” error?

[Tl

b.) How many of the two sheets with the inverted 2scts surcharge had the “o” for
“oro” error?

It seems logical to assume that the insertion of the six sheets into the press in an
up-side-down position occurred at intervals during the two overprintings. Knowing that
the correction of the “o” for “oro” error took place about half-way during the first
(25cts.) printing, it seems likely that some of these six sheets contained the “o” for “ore”
error and some did not. 1f all six sheets had fallen into the hands of the same person, and
he had recorded the errors, we would then have a true record. Actually one person.
Mr. R. Membreno, the late Mr. John N. Luff's correspondent in Honduras, did secure
most of the inverted surcharges but, by his own admission, many others were sold at the
post offices in the regular manner. Thus estimates as to the number of “o" for “oro”
errors with the 23cts. surcharge inverted, and also those with the socts, surcharge inverted
must necessarily be conjectural.

There are pertinent statistics, nevertheless, from which definite conclusions can be
deduced, and these now will be discussed.

The 1947 Sanabria catalog contained a reasonably adequate listing of Honduras air
mail stamps. However, with the adoption of their two-column-to-a-page format in the
later editions, many important varieties were unfortunately deleted. The 1947 listing by
Sanabria of its number 38 (Scott 31) was as follows:

Mint  Used Block of

Number Description Quantity  Price  Price 4 Price

San. 38 50¢ on 25c on Ip. green 10,000 1.00 .80 5.00
a. “Internaoicnal” _ L o 200 7.00 — —
b. *0" for “oro” = 200 7.00 — —
< 25¢ surcharge inverted 100 20.00 — -
d. soc¢ surcharge inverted 50 50.00 - — @
e. an o aaverted e 2 300.00 — — !
£ as b, inverted 1 600.00 .- —
z. a5 g oameerted o 2 300.00 — —
h. as b od, nverted 1 600.00 — —

Some of the above listings are confusing and should have been corrected to read:

e— As ac . g— As a d
f— Asbec h— As b d

*% C29 (San. 36).

*%%* Proof of this is that the Decree of May 7, 1930 provided for the overprinting of 15.500 stamps
of one peso (Scott 181) with the legend: “Servicio Aereo - Vale 20cts, oro-Marzo 1930", When it was
found that an insufficient quantity of the one peso stamp was available, the centavos stamps of the 1915
issue (Scott 180) was used instead of the ane peso, to make C28 (San. 35).
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Thus the variety pictured in this article at the top of the left strip is identified as
Sanabria 38g as listed in the 1947 catalog. As previously stated, neither the Scott nor the
Sanabria catalogs of 1956 contain a listing of this legitimate error.

Now let us check the quantities. The first inaccuracy is the quantity of San. 38b, for
which an amount closer to 100 would be more realistic. San. 38d should be 200 instead of
50; and San. 38g should be 5, not 2. San. 38f is shown as being unique, although 2 could
be possible. San. 38h is also shown unique, but it seems that more than a single copy was
made. The writer believes 5 is a more correct amount, but he would compromise on 3 at
least, unless definite proof to the contrary is available.

Regard pricing—the present editions of the catalogs price C31, San. 38 at $2.50 unused
and used respectively. Rest assured, at that figure, the stamp is greatly undervalued be-
cause here is an issue made in the limited quantity of 10,000 and one that did actual
service during a period when air mail stamps were obligatory and in small stock for all
values. Besides, a considerable quantity was used and/or destroyed, never to find their
way into collections. The errors, because of their scarcity, are entitled to the status of
rarities. And as such, their prices should necessarily reflect this.

It is hoped that in some future article, I can go into further detail concerning the
other printings authorized by the Decree of January 9. 1930, which the writer has
tacetiously named a “Comedy of Errors”.

U. 5 A
(Continued from Page g2.)

The writer has become more and more intrigued with all the interesting things that
can be found and collected with this 24c air mail stamp of 1918. In his opinion, besides
the extensive collections that can be formed with this stamp, there is also its significant
position in the history of aero-philately. One should never forget that this was THE
FIRST DEFINITIVE STAMP ISSUED AND USED FOR AIR MAIL upon a regu-

lar scheduled civilian service. This stamp should have a tremendous future.

We O, pecia/ize n
AMG
ISRAEL |
POLAND
TRIESTE
VATICAN CITY

Write for our price lists.
ALL THE AIRLETTER SHEETS ° AND 1-ST DAY COVERS IN STOCK

PENNY BL:‘\ECK STAMP (0.
S. L. SBtaylegl'!.Zl’l'ﬂp.

‘ Aﬁg 116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. ﬁ&
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CATALOG AND BOOK REVIEWS

Scott’s Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, 1956, Iol. I.

Because of a delay in sending our customary review copy, these remarks could not
appear until this time.

MEXICO C74, C76 and Cg3A constitute “the big news" for this 1956 edition. For
20 years Scott printed the following bold-face notes:

“We do not recognize the variety created by overprinting No. C68 with the words
‘Vuelo de Amelia Earhart, Mexico, 1935 as a stamp issued primarily for postal
purposes’.

Or the same about “Type AP34 of 1939, 20c blue & red, with the engraved overprint
reading ‘Sarabia Vuelo Mexico-Nueva York' ... .”

These notes now are gone. The “Amelia Earhart” stamp becomes Scott C74, the
“Sarabia” Cg3A. C76B is the recently discovered watermark variety described for the
first time in this magazine (AERO PHILATELIST ANNALs, Vol. 2, No. 3). It is pleasing for
aero-philatelists to see Scott listing this find so shortly after it had been verified rather than
delay a listing for vears, a rather general practice of this catalog in the past.

Another listing of interest to air mail specialists is the addition of the scarce Harrison
printing of Papua Ci1. This is listed as Cid. However, Scott still makes no distinction
between the Cooke and Ash printing of this stamp, although the latter is by far the most
commaon variety.

These new listings are further evidence of the more recent liberal catalog paolicy of
Scott, a move that every air mail enthusiast will applaud. Nevertheless, much still could
be done. Specifically Scott should list the “Inselpost” of Germany and the “RF" over-
prints of the United States, both very popular items with collectors. Also nothing has
been done with the wholly inconsistent listings of Souvenir Sheets. And finally Honduras
former C21 and C24 should be restored. These latter two stamps were put in Scott by
perhaps its greatest editor, the late Mr. John N. Luff. Agreeing with this keen student of
Honduras, no present authority of the stamps of this Central American Republic can
understand the reason for the revisions and amendments made a few years ago.

The size of this volume has increased from 862 to 878 pages. It still sells at $4, a
bargain as bocks are priced today.

April 28 Thru May 6. 1956

THE COLISEUM
Columbus Cirele
New York. N. Y.

Lounge H=4th Floor

Aero Philatelist's Headqgquarters
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ITALY'S 1917 STAMP

The First Government-Issued Air Mail

Many members of AERO PHILATELIST'S believe that one of our most authoritative
articles published by us was the one in the former “dere Philatelist’s News” (Vol. 1.
No. 8) on the 1917 air mail stamp of Italy. There is good reascn for this belief, because
the author was Mr. S. L. Bayer, presently the owner of the Penny Black Stamp Co.,
New York, N. Y. Before coming to this country about twenty vears ago, Mr. Bayer had
been a resident of Italy, where he not only dealt in air mails, but was both a student and
news reporter of early aviation in Europe, especially Italy. Consequently, he was exceed-
ingly well-versed in his topic, and much of his information was based upon first-hand
knowledge.

Now we quote from the first portion of his 1946 article:

“THE WORLD'S FIRST AIRMAIL STAMP
By 8. L. Bayer
“The first airmail stamp officially recognized as such was issued by Italy in 1917.
The then current red special delivery stamp (Scott E1) was overprinted:
ESPERIMENTO POSTA AEREA

MAGGIO 1917
TORINO-ROMA — ROMA-TORINO

which translated into English reads:
Experimental Air Post
May 1917
Turin-Rome Rome-Turin

RENDITA CONSOLIDAT
5 °|0 netto

emessa a L. 90

S!g :/ﬂ?(( e
per 100 nominali ) Y’ "{,’??// /4,4’

REDDITO EFFETTIVO 5,55 % [/ ¢ ?

ESENTE DA IMPOSTE PRESENTI E FUTURE

//:. /4?:"//7 (

Le sottoscrizioni s ricevono dal 5 febbraio
premo tutte le Filiali degli Istituti di Emissione,
e premo gl lituti di Credito ordinario, le
Casse di Risparmio, le Banche popolari e coo-
perative, le Ditte = Societh bancarie parteci-
panti al Consorzio per 'emissione del Prestito.

AL Prees>

" &C -maPOL

( )

e g AT AR

Fig. 1. A post card with the No. 1 air mail stamp of ltaly floxn on the first return flight
from Rome to Turin on May 27, 1917. The cancel happens to be the scarce one with the
wide spacing between the numerals of the date. But the feature of this piece is the stamp
with the second "‘Torino'" missing from the last line of the overprint. Collection of Sam
Rodvien.
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“The overprinting was done by the Government Printing Office, then located in Turin.
200,000 stamps were overprinted, of which only a part were used on the mail. The re-
mainders were kept on sale at the Philatelic Agency of the Italian Postal Administration
until shortly before the outbreak of war in 1939, and were sold at a slight premium over
face value. Much care was given to the overprinting and no errors were found. excepr
for some heavy lettering due to excessive inkage’.

Up to the present time, the statement about no varieties of the overprint being known
has not been amended. But Sam Rodvien, our Vice President, while preparing his material
for exhibition in FIPEX, suddenly came upcn an error in the overprinting, which he
hardly could believe. We shall let the picture tell the storv. Notice on the illustrated
card (Fig. 1) that almost all of the second “Torino™ at the end of the last line is missing.
This shows far clearer in the enlargement of the stamp (Fig. 2).

Seeking to learn how this error occurred, we were unable to find two essential points
of information ever recorded by anyone, who wrote about this first air mail stamp. It
would help to know the method of overprinting as well as the setting of the overprint.
“The Sanabria Air Post Catalogue” states that the overorint was applied by typography.
Our examination of many copies confirms this fact that the overprint was typeset.

Fig. 2. An enlargement of the copy of Italy Cl chowing the second “‘Torino™ almost com-
pletely missing. Photos by L. W. Giles.

As for the missing word, “Torino”, the writer is inclined to believe that this may not
be a constant variety. Very likely some foreign matter came upon the type and caused
this perhaps only once or a few times until it worked loose. Proof of this theory must
await further study.

All, who have examined this copy with the word, “Torino”, almast completely missing,
think that this was quite a find because it had gone unnoticed for almost 40 vears. After
the news of the discoverv, those, who heard of it, went through their material with Itald
C1, but as vet no other similar errors have been noted. '

The reason for the excitement about this discovery becomes aoparent, when one
realizes the historical status of this Italian air mail stamp. It is universally accepted by
philately as the first air mail stamp ever issued by a government. Every collector, especially
one specializing in air mails, should feature this stamp in his collection for this reason.
Copies are readily available unused, or on first flight cards and covers. One can form
at a modest cost a fine specialized collection with Italy Sanabria No. 1. Using Mr. Bayer's
article as a base, one can seek the scarcer cancellations and usages. Many dealers have
cards and covers with this stamp in stock. But unless one is an air mail or Italian
specialist, he probably does not separate the scarce usages from the common ones. Some
have had the exciting experience of buying a scarce usage, worth considerable more, at the
average price for Italy Ci. And as more become interested in this NUMBER ONE air
mail stamp, perhaps further errors in the overprint like the one shown here will be found.
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22 East 35th Street,

The COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, from which this article is reprimted, publishes six
times a year rescarch articles from outstanding students. Membership in the Collectors Club is open to
qualified philatelists all aver the world. For further information, wwrite—

The Secretary, THE COLLECTORS CLUB

New York 16, N. Y,

COLOMBIA

Secret Dot on the 1923-1929 Scadta Air Mails
By JACOB 8. GLASER,

Fig. 1. 5 copies of the 30 centavos blue stamp each showing a different position of the secret
dot as well as the degree of variation in size and shape.

In F. W. Kessler's excellent handbook
“The Air Posts of Colombia™, 1936 edition,
on page 83, there is the following reference
to “Dot Varieties” or the 1923-29 SCADTA

company air mail issues.

PROVISIONAL ISSUES—1923-1929,
DOT VARIETIES

“The steamer ‘Christian Horn' left
Hamburg on September 1st, 1923 with a
supply of stamps and arrived in Pto. Co-
lombia about the middle of October. A
shortage of one package of 640 sheets of
the 30¢ blue was discovered. In order to
detect the stolen stamps, the Scadta or-
dered the remaining stamps to be over-
printed with a small ‘dot’ on the face of
the stamp. This surcharge was done by
machine, overprinting a whole sheet in one
operation. The color of the dot is the
same as the stamp itself and oftentimes
it is difficult to see them. The following
values have been reported with the dot:
10¢, 15¢, 3oc, boc.

“The thieves, fearing the discovery of
their stolen goods, burned them, and the
Scadta discontinued the ‘dot’ surcharging

dero Philatelist Annals

on subsequent shipments.

“Through the theft of the above men-
tioned 640 sheets, aggravated by the strike
in the German seaports during the late
summer of 1923, the 30c¢ value ran out in
a short time and provisional issues had to
be made.”

This writer, as a long time specialist on
the stamps of Colombia, has accumulated
over the vears a sizable amount of material,
stamps and covers having these “Secret
Dots”. The following article presents further
information that has come to my attention.

DENCMINATIONS CVERPRINTED
Mr. Kessler stated that few denominations
out of a long set of 14 were overprinted,
The “Senf Briefmarken Journal No. 11 of
June, 1932" has an article on the same sub-

ject. [t mentions only the 30 and 60 centavos
values being overprinted with the secret dot,
but omits any word about the 10 and 15
centavos values.

Having examined thousands of stamps of
this 1923 issue, this work resulted in the
finding of many secret dots on the 30 centavos
blue denomination, a far lesser number on
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Fig. 2. 60c brown. Left: a copy without dot; Right: pair, both with dots.

the 60 centavos. But I found only one copy
of the 15 centavos stamps. And only three
10 centavos with secret dot.

Despite this, other Colombian specialists
have informed me that the secret dots do ex-
ist on many 15 centavos denominations. Mr.
F. G. Larsen of Bogota, Colombia, who had
owned one of the most extensive collections
of Colombian air mail stamps and covers,
wrote me that the secret dots were over-
printed on the 10 and 15 centavos. Mr.
Robert J. Lyon, editor of the “Sanabria Air
Post Catalogue”, who previously owned a
fine collection of “Scadta” stamps and covers,
assured the writer that he had one or two
copies of the 10 centavos value with secret
dots. (Fig. 3) However, in all my many
vears of collecting, I have found very few
copies of the 1oc. and only one 15 centavos
with a “secret dot". (Fig. 4)

Fig 3. 10c green. The left stamp is without dot.

with a “‘secret dot'".
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TWO DIFFERENT ACCOUNTS
Both My, Kessler and the “Senf Brief-

marken Journal” state that “the thieves,
fearing discovery of their stolen stamps,
burned them”. In recent vears, I have been
informed by Senor Doctor Ignacio Lopez,
one of the former attorneys of the Scadta
company, that the stolen stamps were re-
covered and not burned.

THE OVERPRINTING

During the examination of my material,
notice was made that the “secret dots” could
be seen on the stamps in a number of differ-
ent varieties. They were overprinted in dif-
ferent positions; some dots being high and
others much lower on the stamps. The dots
varied greatly in intensity; some were almost
perfectly round and easy to see. Others were
faint or broken; their detection being pos-

The right is one of the three copies found

April, 1956



CovLomeia's Scaprta Co. Arir MaiLs

Fig. 4. 15¢ carmine.
at left is a normal one.

sible only by magnification. Also, their size
varied from about !4 m.m. in diameter to a
small spot impossible to measure.

There is agreement, as Mr. Kessler wrote,
that the overprinting was done in one opera-
tion. The stamps were printed in Germany
in skeets of 25 (5 x 5). The overprinting
of the secret dots was done in Barranquilla,
Colombia. This writer would account for
the varieties on these dots through the plate
wearing down as the overprinting progressed.

Records state that a total of 3,766,700 of
the 30 centavos blue stamps were printed.
Consequently, this denomination lent itself

81 NO E3 ENTRESADA EN 5 DIAS
DEVUELVALE A

THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

THE MANAGER

THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

BOGOTA (COLQNBIA)

The only one copy found with a dot is the one at the right.

The copy

best to study purposes because it offered the
most material. 1 happen to own thousands
of copies of the 30 centavos stamp. The
different locations of the dots on this denomi-
nation were probably caused by individual
sheets of the basic stamps being fed into the
printing press for the overprinting not always
in the same manner. Illustrated are five 30
centavos stamps which plainly shows the va-
rieties in the position of the secret dots on
individual stamps. (Fig. 1)

Another interesting matter in connection
with these dots comes to light when covers
are studied. Those with multiple rate frank-

Fig. 5. Front of a commercial cover flown from Barranquilla to Bogota in March, 1926. The
top 30 centavos stamp is without a secret dot but the one beneath it has the secret dot,

Adero Philatelist Annals
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APARTADO No##$9.

BOGOTA

Fig. 6. An interesting cover flown from Cartagena to Bogota on December 15, 1924 with
a multiple franking. The two 30 centavos blue and the 60 centavos brown all have ‘‘the

secret dot” variety.

ing needing two or more stamps of the same
value show some stamps having the dot but
others without it. (Fig. 5)

FURTHER COMPLICATIONS

As previously mentioned, a total of 3,766,-
700 of these 30 centavos blue stamps were
printed. Mr. Kessler stated the quantity
stolen as 640 sheets. Others confirm this
amount. Each sheet having 25 stamps, the
total of the stamps stolen, therefore, amounts
to 16,000 or less than 12 of 19 of the entire
printing of the 30 centavos stamps.

The stamps were issued on June 4. 1923.
The theft is reparted as discovered about the
middle of October, 1923. The dots were
overprinted ahout the same time; but prev-
iously received stocks of the stamps had been
widely distributed to cities throughout Co-
lombia. Of course, the use of any stamps
without dots could be identified as the stolen
shipment.

Studving the cancellations on material, we
have noticed usage of the stamps with dot as
late as 1929. This, therefore, would explain
the use of stamps on cover where one had
a secret dot and the other did not. After the
missing box ar boxes of stamps were found,
the secret dot became obsolete as there was
no longer anv chance of the missing stamps
being used illegally. Then stamps with or
without the secret dot were used indiscrimi-
nately.
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DOT VARIETIES USED MOSTLY IN
BARRANQUILLA

The port of entry was *(Porto Colombia)
Barranquilla. The overprinting was done in
this city. Although one finds cancellations of
stamps with secret dots from other cities in
Colombia, the majority of cancellations in the
material we studied were from Barranquilla.
This, in our opinion, shows that most of the
stock of the stamps with secret dots was dis-
tributed in this city.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In seeking the foregoing information, I am
indebted to a number of philatelic friends
for their fine cooperation and assistance.
Menticn should be made of the Editor, Henry
M. Goodkind, for his kind assistance in com-
piling this article, Mr. F. G. Larsen, of
Bogota, Colombia. Mr. R. J. Lyon of New
York, Dr. J. Pringle of Manchester, Eng-
land. Senor Edward de Caicedo of Colom-
bia, and my davghter, Senora Estelle Glaser
de Escobar of Bogota, who made an effort to
get a 15 centavos SCADTA with a secret
dot overprint, but was unable to locate one
after a yvear of search in Colombia.

* Ships now dock at Barranquilla. But in 1923, the
chanrel was not deep enough to permit ocean-going
shins to enter the Barranquilla harbor. Then they
had to enter at Porte Colombia that had a pier about
Soo0o feet long. Porto Colombia is about 20 miles
from Barranquilla.
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URUGUAY
The First Air Mail Issue of 1921

(Part 1)
Preface

Each of the four stamps of the 1921 air mail issue of Uruguay will be studied sepa-
rately. This (Part 1) covers the first stamp, the blue overprint (Scott Ci1, San. 1). The
other overprints, the red (Cz2), the green (C3) and the controversial black (San. 4) each
will be the subject of an article by itself. Our decision to do this was based upon our
experience as a philatelic writer. Collectors desiring information seem to better absorb
more through shorter than lengthy articles that have a tendency to offer too much infor-
mation at one time.

History

The first government in the Western Hemisphere to issue a special stamp for air
mail was the United States on May 13, 1918. Newfoundland followed in April, 1919 with
the tamous “Hawker” and “Martinsyde” special flight stamps. Then Colombia came with
the controversial “Knox Martin” stamp on April 30. 1919. There was an interruption
until March, 1921 when Uruguay issued its air mail stamp with the blue overprint.

One should remember that March, 1921 was just a few years after World War 1.
when aviation was still in its infancy. It is the writer's beliet that too many collectors,
when handling a copy of Uruguay Ci, treat it simply as just another stamp without giving
further thought to its exceptional history and background, marking as it did, an attempt
at air mail back in 1921.

Stamps for Sale ???
WE CAN BE OF SERVICE TO YOU ! !

For more than a quarter of a Century, COLLECTORS, DEALERS, TRUST COMPANIES
and EXECUTORS OF ESTATES have consulted us regarding the convorsion of Philatelic
Properties into CASH.

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION . . .

we can cffer early dat:s and a'tractive terms. Expert sup-rvision of all material by an
experienced Philatelic Auctionecr. |iberal advances rendinz sale. Cemurehensive insurance
and Holmes Electric Protection safeguards your property while in our possession, Our Catalog
distribution is world-wide.

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE . .

succeesfully places Collections, Stocks and Rarities where this method is proferred,

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITING . .

for the outright purchase of suiiable material regardless of amount.

Our Advice, Backed by 30 Years Experience in the Stamp Trade, is at Your Disposal
Informaticn Cheerfully Given

IRWIN HEIMAN., INC.
Sercing American Philately Since 1926

2 WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y.

A
ROOM 708 ADE. Tel.: JU 2-2383
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URUGUAY

In 1947, the writer wrote on the air mail stamns of Uruguay, which was published in
“the Aero Philatelist’s News”, Vol. 2, Nos. 11, 12 and 20. The first air mail issue of
1921 was included. However, since then, having become far more interested in Uruguay
air mails, much more has been learned. So we believe the time had come to record further
information, most of which was not in our 1947 “Aero Philatelist’s News” articles.
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The Blue Overprint

It is definitely established from the existence of the Official Decree that the first air
mail stamp of Uruguay was issued on March 20, 1921, Some air mail catalogs like
Sanabria incorrectly give the date of issue as March 22. This can be explained. Years ago
this wrong date was given in an old catalog because the first day of use was confused
with the first day of issue. Later catalogs covied this wrong date and have not changed it.

The basic stamp came in sheets of 100 (10 x 10). According to reports, the over-
print was applied in a very efficient manner. The writer agrees with this because our
examination of many copies discloses no great variation or distinct varieties. This is
exceptional with overprinting in Latin America, and it speaks very well for printing facili-
ties in Uruguay. Studving the overprints of the blue closely, the only slight variation
noticed was the centering, which has very slight philatelic significance. It was noticed that
the blue overprint was found well-centered, shifted to the top, bottom, righl or left, but
not to any marked degree.

The writer sought in vain to find any record of the method by which the overprint was
applied. Our study leads to the opinion that the overprinting was done by typography,
but we have no idea of the setting. It seems likely that the sheets of 100 stamps were
overprinted in one operation. but there is no documentation known to us to substantiate
this theorv. We have examined a number of large multinle pieces as well as many single
copies. but this work has as vet led to no definite conclusion as to the setting of the over-
print.

In a fine specialized catalog on the air mails of Uruguay published by the Uruguay
Philatelic Club in 1948, there is a color variety, “ultramarine”, listed. One sheet of 100
with this color variation is stated as known. There is no desire on our part to start a
controversy, but we believe that this variety is of minor significance. [In our opinion, it is
a shade rather than a color difference. The few copies we examined of this so-called
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Fig. 1. One of the very few covers known: to the writer showing genuine use on March 22,
1921 when the first flights Montevideo-Rocha tcok place. It is stated that only about 200
letters and cards were carried on the airplane that left Montevideo. (Photos by L. W. Giles.)

“ultramarine” seem only a lighter shade than the normal darker blue color. We do not
see how this lighter shade could properly be classified as the color “ultramarine”, there
being no purple cast visible to us. At best it is a lighter shade of blue. But we do not
think it is of sufficient philatelic note to warrant a special listing, even as a minor variety.

The total printing, according to official records, was 9,900, This we would interpret
as meaning that 100 sheets were overprinted, but for some reason only 9,900 were placed
on sale, one sheet, perhaps because of defective work, was destroyed. Also according to
the records. 500 copies were overprinted “Specimen” (Muestra) for the U. P. U. This
leaves a net amount of 9,400 copies, which is a comparatively small quantity.

Lee's book, “The Postage Stamps of Uruguay”, pp. 271-2, states the following:

“CHAPTER XLI
“FIRST AIR STAMP, 1921.
“Emitted 9,900.
“Soto 1. S.G. 450. Overprint in blue on the stamp of 11th February, 1901 (Soto 863).

“Revista, No. 203: “El Centro Nacionale de Aviacion de Montevideo was charged to
inaugurate the new service on the 22nd of March of this vear with a trial journey to
Rocha, departing from Montevideo and with a halt at the bathing resort of Piriapolis, a
halt which was not able to be effected. Captain Berisso, the pilot of the machine with
which the journev was accomplished, took to Rocha 10 copies of each of the newspapers of
the capital and rather more than 200 letters; on his return journey, he brought only a few
letters from Rocha.

“This trial of a postal transport svstem was carried out under the auspices of the
Uruguavan Post who seized the cpportunity to issue 10,000 special stamps for a service
which thev were not certain was going to materialize, but which enabled them to get rid
of a surplus of stamps.

“This measure of issuing stamps for a service not definitely established seems to us
rather imprudent.
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“The stamps overprinted with an aeroplane and the wording ‘CORRE0 AEREO" are those
of 25 centesimos, dark coffee colour, engraved, issued 11th February, 1901; although be-
longing to the second printing of a darker colour which circulated just a little later. The
overprint is very well done and pretty. The stamps have been used also independently of
the service for which thev were intended.

“The idea of improving the services of the transport of correspondence is very laudable,
hut we are not of the same opinion regarding the issue of stamps under any pretext what-
ever and without further use than that of swelling collections.

“It is practically certain that the Consejo Nacional de Administracion in view of the
cost of this new service will decide not to establish it, and all that will be leit to us of the
affair will be the stamps in question, a souvenir of a very laudable, but too premature
attempr.

“1 have here the resolution which the Consejo Directive v la Direccion General have
published on the Air Mail stamps.

“The execution of the overprint was excellent and one of the finest examples of sur-
charges so far used by the Uruguayan postal authorities.

In the Collection

is a mint sheet of 100. 10 x 10, perf. 14, and a block of 4. An entire used in con-
junction with a set of the Sarando issue of 1923 with obliterations as per Figs. 351, 352,
353"

It is the writer's belief that some of the above remarks are much too critical and
sarcastic.  We think that too often philatelists are prone to aoply too strictly the standard
“postal necessity”. Instead we see these respensible for the first air mail like the New-
foundland “Hawker” or Colombia's “Knox Martin” as men of vision. who saw great
possibilities for a fast mail service by airplane, and thus started early to prepare and try
to use special stamps for air mail. There were so many trying conditions to overcome, and
often these early air mail attemprs were vnsuccessful, so that later some mocked the whole
idea. Consequently, they jumped at the conclusion that such early stamps were issued
primarily for ohilatelic sales, and not postal requirements.

In the case of the first air mail stamp of Uruguay, we think that we can dispute any
critical contention made against this issue. At no'time was the supply not freely available
to philatelists, and the prices of single copies have been modest so that nearly every col-
lector can afford to buy a copy of Uruguay Ci. Instead of levelling any criticism, the
writer is inclined to bestow praise upon those responsible for this 1921 issue because of
the vision and foresight shown, which was confirmed by events only a decade or so later,
when air mail became so generally accepted and used.

No Counterfeits Known .

L]

.

The fine work by Roberto Hoffman, whose title in English translates, “ A Study of

the Counterfeits of the Postage Stamps of Uruguay”, is a most thorough writing describing
all the known counterfeits—and there are many.

Regarding the first air mail issue (San. 1 to 1), Mr. Hoffman describes and illustrates

two counterfeits—the red and the black overprint. None are known of the blue overprint.

Extremely Scarce on First Flight Covers

About 20 years ago. when the writer first began to specialize intently upon air mail
stamps on cover, he had been offered a FIRST FLIGHT cover with Uruguay Cr by a
New York dealer for $50.00. (Like the one shown in Fig. 1). We recall becoming speech-
less because the stamp cataloged then about $2.50 unused or used, being unpriced on cover.
However, this experience left such a sharp impression upon our mind that we kept on the
lookout for a similar Uruguay C1 cover.

Some years passed, but oddly enough no similar pieces were found. During this period,
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Fig. 2. The first air mail stamp of Uruguay used on the special Cctober 12, 1923 Sarandi-
Montevideo special flight. It is stated that 880 pieces of mail wcre transported.

we had begun to assemble a rather comprehensive collection of air mail stamps of the
world on covers, but somehow this Uruguay item eluded us.

About 1942 or 1943, we finally came across the first Uruguay C1 cover that we had
seen since our initial experience. Now bheing more experienced, we happily bought this
cover at what we considered a “bargain price"—3$25. Subseguently we became better
educated. The cover we had bought with the blue overprinted air stamp was used a
special October 12, rg23 flight from Sarandi to Montevideo (Fig. 2). A similar cover is
illustrated in the 1934 “Field Air Mail Catalogue” (England), listed as No. 6 and priced
at £2 (then about $10). But this fine catalog also lists a No. 3. which is the March 22,
1921 First Flight used from Montevideo to Rocha. This is priced at £10 (then about
$50). “Champion Catalogue de la Poste Aerienne, 1934 edition” states that only 300
letters and post cards were carried on the 1921 flight, but 880 pieces of mail on the 1923
flicht. Lee, quoting “la Revista”, gives the quantity of mail on the 1921 flight as 200,
not 300, the amount Champion specified. Judging by the few covers seen with the March
22, 1921 date, we believe that Lee's 200 is more accurate than Champion's 300. But as
tar as the writer was concerned, the cover he had with the blue overprint was on the
much more common flight of 1923. A March 22, 1921 flight cover was the item he wanted
to secure.

A few vears later, around 1946 as we remember it, the first 1921 flight cover, since
the one we saw about 10 vears before, was located. It was included in an auction sale
of a well-known New York dealer. It was an individual lot, but the description did not
read as if it were considered anvthing scarce or exceptional. The listed price was $3.50
plus. which figure represented the then catalog price for the stamp used (or unused).
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It will be a long time until our experience with this lot is forgotten. We think the
complete story is so interesting that we shall include it in this article. Our only interest
in this auction sale was the Uruguay cover. So for this reason, we did not wish to plan to
attend this auction sale just for the one lot. We contacted a stamp dealer friend, who
usually attends sales like this in person, to see if he could handle our hid. As usual, he
was very happy to oblige us. Now this friend deals mostly in stamps. He is familiar
with covers and some of their values, but his knowledge is far superior on stamps. We
gave our friend a bid of $35 for this cover. Looking back, we often have wondered what
determined this price in our mind? Perhaps our thinking went like this. Previously when
inexperienced, we had rejected a similar cover for $50. So we wanted the satisfaction of
now purchasing a Uruguay C1 cover for less.

This is what followed. Our friend phoned us just before he was ready to leave his
office to personally attend the sale. He was concerned about our $35 bid on a lot that
only cataloged-priced for $3.50, and reasoned that perchance we had made a mistake by
bidding on the wrong lot. No, we assured him that our $35 bid was correct. It was for
a stamp on a cover that we had been seeking for many vears, we told our friend. Before
he hung up, he confidently assured us that he would conscientiously execute our bid, and
no doubt save us some money. Famous last words!

After the sale had concluded, a report was received. The lot with the Uruguay
March, 1921 Flight cover had opened at $30. Before our agent could get into the bidding,
the price had already gone to $30. The lot was finally sold for $45!

After learning this, we reasoned as we are sure many of our readers often have. We
regretted that we had not bid $s50 for this cover and had our agent buy it in. Then we
learned that we still would not have been able to buy this cover. There was a competing
bid of $60. Thus our frustration with a 1921 Uruguay cover continued.

A few more vears passed, and no other Uruguay cover came to our attention. We
were offered some 1923 covers, but had to refuse these explaining that we were seeking
the stamp on a 1921 flight. According to our memory, we think it was a very hot summer
day in 1949 or 1950, when we were walking along the New York City side-walks. Sud-
denly an afterncon thunder storm broke. So we had to duck into a nearby building to keep
dry. Looking around, we saw that we were in a building where several stamp dealers
had their offices. Thinking that we had 10 or 15 'minutes until the hard rain stopped, we
decided to visit one of the dealers. Walking into the office, we were surprised to see an
auction sale going on. We picked up one of the auction catalogs and sat down for a
while. Being summertime, the floor was not very crowded and the material being sold
was of slight interest to us. After about 10 minutes—it was still raining—a lot came up
described as follows:

“South America: 25 miscellaneous covers, mostly airs, high cat. stamps—Estimated
value $20."” 7

The auctioneer, noting our presence, more or less jokingly tried to get us to bid, be-
cause he knew of our interest in air mails. We ventured a bid of $15 and bought this lot
“blind™ at this price. Yes, vou guessed it, the lot upon inspection contained the 1921
flight cover shown as Fig. 1. Incidentally, the other covers in this lot were rather nice,
but nothing like this Uruguay C1 cover. That was a thrill that comes all too seldom.

Obviously, even this experienced auction dealer had not realized the extreme scarcity
of a Uruguay 1921 flight cover. And this statement still applies today, because outside of
a tew Uruguay or air mail cover specialists, many are unaware how scarce these 1921
flight covers are. The Sanabria catalog just recently set the cover price for No. 1 in this
catalog at $35. So against the current $3 list price in this catalog of Uruguay No. 1
unused or used, those now consulting Sanabria may receive a better indication of the
relative scarcity of No. 1 on cover. The writer suggested to the editor of this catalog
of this cover price, which was accepted. Some may think that even a 335 listing for a
cover in view of the few previously known sales at higher prices is too low. This would
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be true, if the catalog price referred to the 1921 flight only. But the 1923 flight covers
also have to be taken into consideration.

As further proof of the extreme scarcity of this first air mail stamp of Uruguay on the
March 22, 1921 First Flight cover, we refer back to the last paragraph in Lee’s book.
It was that author's practice to close his descriptive text with a reference to the material
in his collection. Notice that the famous E. ]J. Lee Collection of Uruguay had only the
blue overprint on a 1923 Flight cover, not one on a 1921 First Flight cover. Lee's
Uruguay collection was considered one of the finest ever assembled and was awarded
many “grand prix" at international philatelic exhibitions, before his collection was sold at
auction in England a few years ago.

Since the writer had purchased the cover shown in Fig. 1, he has seen only a few
more 1921 flight covers. Counting his own and the one first seen about 20 years ago, the
total number of March, 1921 Flight covers seen is SIX. Although, all six were not closely
inspected, there was something about two of them that created certain doubts in the
writer's mind whether these showed genuine usage or were fake covers. The temptation

“must be great for a cover faker. He can buy an unused copy of C1 for a few dollars,
affix it to cover, apply a fake cancel and have imitated a piece for which he could get $25
or more. The writer has a strong suspicion that this has been done.

Bibliography

Fortunately there are a number of very helpful references works that may be con-
sulted for information on the first air mails of Uruguay. A few have already been
mentioned in the article. But many more have been read, and mention of as much source
material as known to the writer should be made.

First of all, there are any number of catalogs, general and specialized, that were
consulted. Most of them offer scant information outside of the customary listings and
prices. There are, however, two air mail catalogs that have proven very helpful because
they offer more detailed information. These are the “D. Field Air Mail Catalogue, 2nd
(1934) edition”, and the Theodore Champion “Catalogue de la Poste Aerienne, 1930
edition”.

Uruguay has produced some very helpful source material. There are two periodicals,
that have been published regularly for a number of years. One is the “Uruguay Fila-
telico”, the other “Revista del Centro Collecionistas del Uruguay”. Both have run
articles that supplied data not found in other sources. Also two booklets by Roberto Hoff-
man “Catalogo de las Variedades mas importantes de Uruguay” and “Estudio de las
Falsificiones de los Sellos Postales del Uruguay” are useful. A specialized catalog on
Uruguay air mails edited and published by the Philatelic Club of Uruguay called, “Cata-
logo de los Sellos Aereos del Uruguay”, should be consulted by all interested in air stamps.
A fine older catalog of Uruguay called “Catalogo de Sellos Postales, 1922" by Soto Her-
manos (Soto Bros.) was a standard reference work for specialists in Uruguay stamps.
However being issued so soon after the first air mail stamps, this contains little more than
a listing and the 1922 market prices.

Throughout the article, references were made to Emmanuel J. Lee's “the Postage
Stamps of Uruguay”, which has become to be ranked as one of the great philatelic reference
books. For instance, it is now housed in the rarity section of the Collectors Club Library.
New York. Lee's studies on the first air mail issue are confined almost exclusively to
quotations from the periodical “La Revista”. But this is most advantageous because
important information has been translated from the original Spanish into English.

Many periodicals from America and England were read, if their indices showed that
there was an article on the first issue of Uruguay's air mails. In most cases, the English
articles were found to be translations from the periodicals of Uruguay. But these too
proved useful because they had translated from the original Spanish. The British weekly,
“Stamo Collecting”, during the vears 1923 to 1930 was especially helpful. In this country,
the old “Mekeels Weekly Stamp News" in the middle 1920s ran a few similar articles as
well as a good new issue coverage.
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AERO PHILATELISTS. nc
1860 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 23, N. Y.

| hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual dues of
$5.00 are remitted herewith and are to be returned to me if my application is not accepted.
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REFERENCES

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic.

References:
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EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE IIl—MEMBERSHIP

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one, and
who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for membership
shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00.
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Following the sale on April 16, 17, 18 of

an outstanding group of Air Post issues

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

——

will offer at unreserved sale by auction
later this Season

another important mint

AIR POST COLLECTION

The fully illustrated, accurately described

auction catalogue may be obtained gratis

from
o

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

Pioneers in Aero-Philatelic Auctioneering

6 WEST 48TH STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y.
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