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JUDGES ANNOUNCED FOR POLPEX 78 
The 38th annual POLPEX 78 to 

be held March 18-19 at the Polish 
Veterans Building, 6005 W. Irving 
Park Rd., Chicago, will be judged 
by Dr. Mieczyslaw Lipinski of Po­
land, Richard Estka and Tom El­
nen. Exhibition hours will be Sat­
urday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Beeba 
following, and Sunday 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Admission to the exhibition 
is free. Tickets for the Beeba and 
award presentations are priced at 
$4.00 and are available from our 
treasurer Roman Strzelecki. 

Because of the topical theme 
"Polish Folklore", instead of reg­
ular medals, beautiful objects of 
Polish folklore handcrafted in Po­
land, will be placed at the dispo­
sal of the judges. There will also 
be the Polonus Grand Award, for 
the best in Poland, Kozakiewicz 
Research Award, a President's 
Award, SPA Research and ATA 
Best in Topicals medals plus some 
others. 

A twenty dealers' bourse and 
a US postal station will operate 
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on the premises using our special 
cancellation. Members are urged 
to make large stamp purchases as 
we want to be certain that the 
US Postal Service will again grant 
our request for a postal station 
next year. 

IN OUR MAIL BOX 
Polonus Philatelic Society 
Dear Friends, 

A World Conference of Poles 
living abroad, "POLONIA-78: Po­
lonia of Tom morrow", is being or­
ganized by the American and Ca 
nadian Congresses and will be 
held in Toronto May 25-28. One of 
the events will be a non-com­
petitive philatelic exhibition pre­
senting a brief cross-section of 
Polish philately. The members of 
the Gzowski Philatelic Society will 
participate but there should also 
be the participation of other clubs 
and individuals other than from 
Toronto. 

During the show attractive four 
color souvenir sheets will be sold 
at 75c a pair; souvenir cards $1.25 
for mint, $2.00 used; cacheted 
covers at 60c each, set of 2 - $1.00; 
official exhibition program-catolog 
with articles on Polish Folklore 
in philately at $1.00. The above 
are all available by mail from 
John Bor, 1810 N. Richmond St., 
Chicago, IL 60647. Please include 
return postage. 

I 
In connection with POLONIA-78 

a 64-page booklet on "Polonica 
HARRY LINDQUIST, 1884-1978 Canadiana" will be printed. Dele-
Philately lost a great promoter gates participating in the confer­

of the hobby when Harry L. Lind- ence will receive a copy. 
quist, publisher of STA~S ~a- If any Polonus members wish to 
gazine passed on •. Mr. Lmdq~ist show material in the philatelic 
was among the flr~t _to receive exhibition please let me know as 
Honorary Membership m ~olon~s. soon as possible so that I may co-

On August 23, 1946 Mr. Lmdqwst ordinate the exhibits and avoid 
came down to the Polish Falcons duplications. 
Hall to attend the Polonus Beeba Best regards 
held in conjunc~ion. with ~he A.P .S.- • Michael Lubinski 
C.P .S. Convention m Chicago that 8 Attercliff Court 
year. It was here that Polonus Rexdale Ontario 
presented him with a Citation of Canad ·M9V 1H7 
Recognition in the form of a hand a 
lettered scroll "in recognition of 
his untiring efforts in behalf of, 
his distinguished service to, and 
his exceptional cooperation with 
the Polonus Philatelic Society in 
the promotion of an understand­
ing of Polish Culture, Literature 
and History through philatelic 
means". The scroll was made by 
the late Jack Domar who labored 
nearly a year to make it. 

Write your Congressman about 
having a Pulaski At Savannah 
U.S. Commemorative in 19791 
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UNIQUE NAPOLEONIC 
STATIONERY ON AUCTION 
Some unique historic letters of 

Polish Legions attached to the 
Napoleonic armies will be auc­
tioned at the Great Lakes Stamp 
Auction March 31 and April 1st. 
The popular item is the letter 
handwritten and signed by Lt. 
General Dabrowski . The others 
are by General Kosinski, Gar­
rison Commander A. Kralewski 
and Brig. General Wielhoski. (See 
ad in this issue of the Bulletin.) 
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Polish Folklore on Postage Stamps 
By DR. Mll:CZYSLAW A. LIPINSKI 

This year the traditional POL­
PEX is devoted to the populari­
zation of Polish folklore on post­
-ige stamps. 

Folklore Background Information 

The word FOLKLORE was first 
c.o:ned Ly a British anti:iuarian, 
W. J. Thoms, in 1846 in Encyclo- I , 
pcdia Britannica. Folklore was 
thn de'ined by W. J. Thoms "as 
the traditions, customs, and super­
stitions of the uncultured classes I 
in the civilized nations. 

The meaning of the word folk-
lore is not prescribed by the early 
<lefinition, but by its usage, and A Polish skier dressed in costume of the 
by its scope. With time, folklore Tatro Mountains is pictured on the 19j9 
be~an to include not only the arts World Ski Gomes in Zokopone Issue. 

and the crafts, but also the intel- manner various stories, music, re­
lectual and culture achievement ligious beliefs, crafts, arts, and 
or local peasantry. the games were perpetuated. In 

In this broadest sense folklore due time their customs in farm­
began to include all of the cultural ing, their traditional way of run­
achievements of the local people ning the household, and all the un 
such as : folk tales, myths, fables, written rules by which they g~v­
legends, and fairy tales. In thi~ 1 emed ~hemselves, could be 10 
category were also included the eluded m folklore. 
traditional dances which went back The people in ancient times did 
to antiquity; the various songs, not have printing presses, nor the 
proverbs, riddles, jokes and lim- use of books as we have today. 
ericks. They relied solely on the tradi 

In the material aspect of human tional word of mouth method {or 
civilizaton, folklore would also passin~ knowledge: the parents 

would teach their children, and 
embrace various folk constumes; their children would instruct their 
local and regional folk architec- offsprings in the traditional folk 
ture, as well as many of the arts lores. 
and crafts typical of various re-
gions. 

Also in its broadest meaning 
folklore would include all of the 
local customs; all of the belief and 
all of the traditions that people 
handed down from one generation 
to the next generation. In this 
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The people's culture is also af 
fected by foreign contacts. wheth­
er in peace'ul co-existence, or in 
warlike encounters. Hence within 
a single society, the learning of 
one generation has a way of be­
coming the folklore of the next 
generation. 
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Polish Folklore in Philately 
Polish folklore has been fre­

quently presented in philately. 
During the prewar period, only 
two stamps were devoted to Po­
lish folklore. The first one was 
issued in 1929, on the tenth anni­
versary of Polish Independence 
Exhibition at Poznan, known as 
PEWUKA. The Polish Postal ad 
ministration issued a commemo­
rative stamp depicting the ancient 
god of the Slavs, sWIATOWID. 

Again in 1939 to commemorate 
the World Ski Games in Zakopane, 
the Postal authorities issued a set 
of four stamps, each with the 
same design, of a Polish skier 
dressed in the traditional costume 
of Tatra mountains. 

After World War II a large num­
ber of stamps were issued to re­
present the various aspects of 
folklore. Many of these stamps 
depicted: peasant constumes, 
peasant dances, rural architec­
ture, songs and ballets, as well as 
scenes from various tales and 
from fairy stories. Also many of 
stamps were devoted to showing: 
various crafts, woodcuts, sculp­
ture, tapestries, and embroideries. 
One of the most unique of the re­
cent folklore crafts are the paper 
cut-outs, the so-called "wycinan­
ki" developed by the peasants. 

Another special group of topical 
folklore collection would include 
famous writers, composers, sculp­
tors, and painters, who actually 
transformed the national folklore 
into modern literary composi­
tions; as well as into music In 
this group can also be incl~ded 
severaIPolish writers and creators 
of the culture of modern times. 

r", • .• ,t 
'~" . 
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Types of Polish Folklore Depicted 
on Postage Stamps 

To descr ibe Polish folklore on 
stamps would be indeed a difficult 
task. Folklore has been extended 
into so many areas, that to do 
justice to a particular aspect of 
folklore, each such area must be 
broken down into subcategories, 
and each such area must be de­
scribed separately. To condense 
this voluminous task into a work­
able categories Polish folklore has 
been divided into four sections, 
with some overlaping of the sec­
tions. 

For ease of identification Scott's 
catalogue numbers are used for 
each stamps, or for group of 
stamps. 
Classification and Identification of 

Folklore Stamps 
The four sections are defined as : 
Section 1. Devoted to Crafts, and 

Architectural Works. 
Section 2. Devoted to Legends. 

Dances, and Festivals. 
Section 3. Devoted to the Artists 

who Based Their Work on Folk­
lore. 

Section 4. Hunting Scenes. 
Section 1 would contain the fol­

lowing 
1.1 Regional Costumes: Scott #', 

Krakow - 888, 889 
Kujawy - 898, 899 
Kurpie - 890, 891, 1692 
Lowicz - 894, 895, 1429, 1686 
Lubelskie - 900, 901, 1685 
Lubuskie - 904, 905 
Opoczynskie - 1689 
Podhale - 335, 338, 896, 897, 

1691, NB 8-11 
Rzesz6w - 886, 887 
Silesian - 892. 893, 1687, 1688 
Szamotuly - 902, 903 

1.2 Rural Churches in: 
Frydman - B85 
Grywald - 555 

:To be :ont1nued) 
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POLONUS LOSES MYRON STECZYNSKI 
"De profundis clomo 

od Te, Domine, 
Domine exoudi 
orotionem ,,..eom. " 

Polonus is saddened by the pas­
sing of Myron E. Steczynski, an 
outstanding Polish-American phi­
latelist. He died following a mas­
sive heart attack on February 23, 
1978. 

His death is a great loss not 
only for Polonus, but also for Po­
lonia and philately in general. 

Myron was born July 25, 1897, 
the son of Marian Steczyn3ki. a 
noted leader of Illinois Polonia, 
president of the Polish National 
Alliance 1903-1912, founder and 
chairman of the Alliance College, 
Cambridge Springs, Pa. 

From his youngest years, he 
was in the circle, as well as the 
center of Polish activity in the 
United States. 

Philately was his hobby since 
early school years and when Po­
lonus was born, he was one of 
the fifty-four enthusiasts who met 
at the Polish Veterans Hall on 
Wood Street in Chicago to form 
the Polonus Phliatelic Society. 

During the 39 years of Polonus 
existence, he served as president 
in 1943-44, as Polpex Chairman. 
as historian and librarian, and 
on many committees. 

During World War II, he was 
one of the most active members 
of Polonus, for the Polish cause, 
fought against Nazi propaganda, 
announcing to the world that Po 
land is not lost, as long as we 
live ... 

His collections of the Cracow 
Issues, Poland Number One, Lo­
cals, as well as collections of var­
ious labels, posters, fiscal and 

revenue s t a m p s, were known 
throughout the p'hilatelic world, 
and Myron received the highest 
awards at local as well as inter 
naional shows. 

He was also known for his ar 
ticles which appeared in the Po­
lonm Bulletin, as well as many 
philatelic magazines and journ­
als: Stamps, Philately, Weekly 
Philatelic Gossip, Linn's, West­
ern Stamp Collector, etc. 

The index of his philatelic art­
icles in the Bulletin contains only 
his major publications. In addi­
tion he wrote reports, news, re­
buttals, obituaries, etc. 

His most famous research work 
was on the Cracow Issues with 
the plating of the various settingc; 
in all values. His last project 
was a great monumental work 
on Copernicus. Because of his 
death, this w o r k remains un­
finished. 

At POLSKA 60 in Warsaw, My­
ron was a member of the Inter 
national Jury, .made up of peopl? 
who came from the most remote 

- -------
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areas and he served as chairman 
of the section that judged the Po­
lish exhibits. 

In recognition of his outstand­
ing services to Polish Philately, 
M y r o n was awarded Honorary 
Membership in the Polonus Phil­
atelic Society; Polish Philatelic 
Society in Great Britain; Polski 
Zwi&zek Filatelist6w in Warsaw; 
Collectors Club, New York. In 
1963 he was the recipient of the 
M. A. Bojanowicz Polish Stamp 
Centenary Research Award. 

To his wife Jeanette, his daugh­
ter Marsha, and his son John and 
their families, Polonus extends 
its deepest and heartfelt sym­
pathy. 

'Requ,escat n pace" 

- Dr. Mieczyslaw Lipinski 

Check List of Steczynski's Articles 
Printed in the Polonus Bulletin 

Abbreviations: 
B - Polonus Bulletin, 
M - ?alonus Monthly 'Chaynack,) 
C - Polpex Catalogue, 
S - Souvenir Sheet, Folders 
The 1st no .. Number of Issue 
Second no.: poge 

A Thousand Years of Polish-Hungarian 
Friendship, B 147 2-3 

Canadian Postage Stamp to hc:-1or 
Gzawsk,, B 207 7 

Checiny, Municipal Postal Services dur-
ing Austrian Occupation, B 87 7 

Chapin 1n Philately, B 70 3-4 
Christmas Greetings, B 5 5 
Christmas in Poland, B 5 
Christmas Seals, B 5 2 
Distinguished Personnel at Mercury 

Stamp Co., qualified to handle rare 
items of Poland, B 160 5-6 

Field Post of the Polish Legion 1914-1 B 
Crecess,on), B 279 7-8 

First Copernicus Stamp Designs, 
B 297 7-8 

First Palish Settlements on America, 
C 1951 2 

Hool to Golden Christmas, B 5 3 
M. Hooman, 1888-1949, B 70 2 
More of the B,centennool, C 1977 7-1 7 
No Biednych, B I O 4-6 
Nocolous Copernicus { 1473- 1543), 

C 1965 9-12 
Poderewski, the Immortal, B 11 1-4 
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Poland and Mexico, B 268 5 
Poland Provis;onol Issue of January, 

1921, Scott 153, B 103 1-3 
Poland's Holl of Fame, B 15 1-6 
Poland's Millenium of Christianity, 
Poland Is Alive, M I 11 9-1 1 
Pol:sh Air Postage Stomps, M I 8 9- 1 1 
Polish Heroes of the Covil War, 

S 1962 8 
Polpex 1959 Honors the 400th Anni­

versary of the Polish Mai l, C 1959 18 
Polpex 1966 Honors Poland's Millen.um 

of Christianity, S 1966 2 pp 
Palpex 1958 Souvenir Sheet Honors Th<! 

Arrival of the F,rst Polish Settlers ,n 
America, S 1958 3 pp 

Postal Issues of Democratic Poland, 
B 55 5 

Sobeski ct V en.10, D 20 1-3 
5tam,:-s :,f Poland, M I 1 4, I 2 7 I 3 8 
The Cracow Issue, B 242 3-4 
The F rst 5emi-Postal lsssue '1-szo =>ol­

;ko Wystowo Marek), B 67 4 
Th, :;ermans Come ta Poland, 

Vi 11 1 2-6 
The Kasciuszka 5tamp C 1976 27-28 
The Late Henry J. Choynack,, B 333 7 
The Moscicki Annovers?ry Stamp, 

B 140 1-2 
The Pulaski Stamp, C 1976 33-34 
The Rece"lt Polpex Articles, B 86 1 2 
The Tourist Issues in Po1,md, B 106 1-7 
The Washington Stomp, C 197 6 37-39 
Watch Thos'! Krokows! B 68 4-5 
Zarki Mun copal Issues, B 59 1-3, 7, 

64 5-7. 
Comoiled by 
Dr Mieczyslow A Lipi..,s'<. 

APPLICANTS PENDING 
Kim C. Chojnowski 

237 So. 13th St. 
Readin~. PA 19602 

Roman J. Hormel 
961 Beaver Lane 

Lilburn, GA 30247 
Miss Donna M. Majeski 

33 Van Cortlandt Park Ave. 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10701 

HAVE YOU MOVED? 
If you have moved, please notify 

us of your change of address. Mail 
notice to Chester J. Mikucki, 4704 
N.Overhill Av., Norridge, IL 60656. 
This will insure your receiving the 
Bulletin promptly and avoid Polo 
nus the expense of postage dues. 
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39TH PUBLIC & MAIL AUCTION 
FRI. & SAT., MARCH 31st & APRIL 1st, 1978 

HOWARD JOHNSON MOTOR LODGE 
8201 W. HIGGINS ROAD, CHICAGO 

(Conveniently Located at the Cu..,berland Ave. Intersection 
of the Kennedy Expressway) 

OVER 200 LOTS of STAMPS & COVERS of POLAND 
and RELATED TERRITORIES, including 

• Dabrowski Legion in Italy, 
four military letters 

• Eight copies of 1860 No. 1 
mint & used 

• Lublin Issues # 30-40 Errors 
& Varieties 

• # 50 genuine, signed 
Cracow Oveprint & 

• Scarcer singles, blocks, 
S. Sheets & Booklets 

• 1944 Heroes perf & imperf 
• 1945-48 Issues lmperfs 

singles & poirs 
• Sc. # 909-13 'Polska 60' Cent. 

Exhib. Min. Sheets 
• Scarce # B49Bc souv. sheets 

• 'B,I.E.' Issue in Min. Sheets 
of 12 

• Roosevelt-Kosciun:ko-Pulaski 
# C26-26C-26Cd sets & sheets 

• Postage Due imperfs 
• W.W.11 Occupations & 

Military Issues 
• Unissued # 1-111 'G6rale' Proofs 
• 'Dojdziemy' stamps 
• Worsaw Uprising issues 
• Underground issues 
• Polish Forces in Great Britain 
• Locals & Balloon stamps 
• POW / DP Comps in Germany 
• Early Air & Balloon Flights 

ALSO: 1800 Lots of U.S., U.N., Canada, British Empire 
and General Foreign stomps, Covers, FDC's 

DO NOT MISS THIS SALE -
get on our mailing list now ... 

$ 1.to (for first closs moiling) will secure this 120 page well illus­
trated catalog; free at our offices & at POLPEX 78, Morch 18-19 

GREAT LAKES STAMP AUCTIONS 
Roman l. Burkiewicz, Prop. 

6687 NORTHWEST HIGHWAY• CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60631 
Telephone: (312) 763-6693 

MEMBER: A.~.D.A., A.P.S., B.C P.S.G., S.P.A., POLONUS 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Friday, March 17, 1978 -

Mounting of the Polpex. Bring 
rags, window glass cleaner, screw 
driver and pliers. We start 7 p.m. 
Members exhibiting must put up 
their own material and help put 
up out-of-towners' exhibits also. 
Fri. & Sat., March 18-19, 1978: 

POLPEX 78 ! ! ! 
Friday, March 24, 1978 -

Good Friday. No meeting. 
Friday, March 31, 1978 -

Program Meeting. Grand Award 
winner (if from Chicago area) to 
speak on his award winning ex­
hibit. Starting 8 p.m. 
Fri. & Sat., April 1-2, 1978: 

Rockford Stamp Club Annual 
Exhibition, now a National Show, 
at Clock Tower Inn, Rockford, Ill. 

~., ~ .. ..,.., . ,.,, "' .. . ~ 
POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Chester A. Schafer, Editor 
864 N. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60622 

Jomes Mozepo, Secretory 
Hines V.A. Hospital, Box 381 

Hines, IL 60141 
Romon H. Strzelecki, Treasurer 

1620 N. Latrobe, Ch:cogo, IL 60639 

The Polonus Philatelic Society is non­
political. Views expressed by authors 
of articles .oppeorinq herein do not J 
necessarily express the views of the 
Polonus Philatelic Society 

- Annual Dues ore $S.OO -

BULLETIN AD RATES 
Full Page ad . . . . . $25.00 
Half Page ad . . . . $15.00 
Quarter Page ad . $10.00 

Excessive :opy ;ubject to !xtro :hcrge. 
Exrtro :horge :ilso for llustrotions :ind 
cuts. Send copy w th check to Editor 
Make check payable to Polonus Phil . Soc. 

NIGOLf\US GOPERNIGUS WORLDWIDE, 
POSTf\GE, STf\MP Gf\TALOGLJE, 1973 ·1976 

The Scope of the Catalogue Th~ cotolo:,ue contains detailed informa-
l. Color pages for each country. 50 ,n o'I. tion on oll stomps, First Doy Covers, Au-
2. Detailed description and specifications thentificot,on documents, etc. 

of all stomps featured. Authentifico- 128 pages size 297x210mm, SO pages 
lion details and document illustration ,n full color. Featuring complete and lot-
for :ill countries os ::ivoiloble. est mformotion at time of going to press. 

3. Notes on forgeries & non-postal issues. Publicot,on price $55.00 
4. Hondstomps relating to FDC's shown, Pre-publication discount price $35.00 
5. Short Copernicus historical biography. (Discount price until Sept. 1978) 
This catalogue is the ultimate quide for Sh,pp,ng charges extra .$ 5.00 
fhe period 1973-1976. It also supplies Refund guaranteed if publication not pro­
information for thematic collectors such ceeded with, all remittances acknowledged. 
as science, space, medicine, etc. Avoid disappointment and o rder now. 
Compiled and edited by W.Z.J. Nowick, limited Edition indiv,duolly numbered. 

COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM TO INSURE THIS UNIQUE CATALOGUE 
IS RESERVED FOR YOU AT THE PRE-PUBLICATION DISCOUNT PRICE! 

Please supply .......... Worldw;de Nico:aus Copernicus Stomp Catalogues at the 
pre-publication pnce of $35 00 Shippinq charges $5 00 odd,tionol 

Nome 

Address 

Total remittance enclosed $ 
Moil to: COPERNICANA LTD., 40 Ansell Road, London SWl 7 7LS England 
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