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Fred Liebeck Collection 
Appraised at $122,000 

To Be Sold in Autumn 

ERY fine condition" is the keynote of a large world 

collection and dealer's stock, appraised at $122,000, which 

Harmer, Rooke & Co. wi II auction in a series of three sales 

starting in October. 

The stamps are from the estate of Fred Liebeck, 

former Philadelphia dealer, and will be sold by order of the 

Fidelity-Philadelphia Trust Co. , executor. Mr. Liebeck 

stated in his will that he wanted Harmer, Rooke & Co. to 

sell his stamps. 

When a discriminating dealer builds a collection for 

himself, like this one, it is really good. The Liebeck col­

lection includes many stamps and sets averaging $50 and 

more. It covers United States, British Colonies and Ceneral 

Foreign - used and unused, both centuries. Among the 

foreign and British are many complete sets and blocks of 
four. 

If you would like to receive catalogs of the Liebeck 

sales, write today so your name may be put on the list. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th), New York 36 



If Your Colledion Is For· Sale 

Please Ilenrenrber 

ON E OF THE 

LEADING BUYERS OF 

U. S. and Foreign 
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THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF 
GREAT BRITAIN 

Part Three 

THE EMBOSSED ISSUES: THE SURFACE-PRINTED ISSUES 

OF QUEEN VICTO·RIA AND KINC EDWARD VII 

Being the new edition of the latter half of Seymour's Part Two 
Rewritten and extended from 1865 to 191 0 

by K. M. Beaumont and H. C. V. Adams 
in collaboration with F. C. Holland, W. R. D. Wiggins and H. W . Edd ison 

Price: 21 I - or 3 dollars (Post Free ) 

Payment may be made by International Money Order or a draft on 
The Westminster Ban k, Ltd ., 154 Harley St., London W . l . 

The Secretary, ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LO·NDON 
41 DEVONSHIRE PLACE, LONDON , W. 1, ENGLAND 
The Collectors Club Philatelist 
These Back Issues are available at the following prices : 

From 1926 to 1930 $2.50 per copy 
From 1931 to 1940 2 .00 per copy 
From 1941 to date 1 .25 per copy 

Vol. v ( 1926 ) July, Oct. Vol. xx ( 1941 ) All issues 
Vol. VIII (1929 ) Apr. , Oct. Vol. XXI (1942 ) All issues 
Vol. x ( 1931 ) Jan. , Apr. , Oct. Vol. XXll ( 1943 ) Jan. I, II ; Apr. 
Vol. XI ( 1932 ) Oct. II; Jly.; Oct. I, II 

I. 

Vol. XII ( 1933 ) All issues Vol. XXlll ( 1944 ) Jan. I, II ; Jly. : 
Vol. XIII ( 1934 ) Apr. , Jly., Oct. Oct. I, II. 
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Vol. XVI (1937 ) All issues 
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Vol. XXVI ( 1947 ) All issues 

Vol. XVII ( 1938 ) April , July, Oct. Vol. XXVll ( 1948 ) All issues 
Vol. XVIII ( 1939 ) All issues Vol. XXVlll ( 1949 ) Jan., Apr. , Jly. 
Vol. XIX (1940 ) Jan. , Apr. , July 

Vol. XXIX to date ( 1950-55 ) All Six Issues 

Called~~ Club 22 EAST 35 th STREET 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions the 

improvement of relations between Collectors and 

Dealers . . . Our more than 800 Members are 

pledged to serve you well. 

The stamps which they sell you must be and are 

Guaranteed Genuine. 

We u rge you to purchase your stamps from dealers 

disp! ayi ng the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the Members of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Dealers' 

Association are engaged in a joint enterprise - the 

Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 
116 Nassau Street New York 38, N. Y. 
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The 

NEW AMERICAN 

STAMP 

CATALOG 

1956 EDITION 

$3.00 

In th is just-off-the-press edition you'll find add i tional fun 
and knowledge in the exciting new sections on : 

* CANAL ZONE; GUAM; HAWAII; RYUKYU 
ISLANDS; UNITED NATIONS. 

* U. S. administration of: CUBA ; PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS; PUERTO RICO. 

* POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS; POSTAL CARDS; 
OFFICIAL CARRIERS. 

PLUS all the wonderful material on Un ited States stamps of all classes which made 
the 1954-55 edi t ion a best -seller. 

Thi s book will open up new collecting vistas for you - it' s one no se ri ous collector 
can afford to miss. 

WRITE, PHONE OR COME IN - Beyond Delivery Area Add 35c for Shipping Charges. 

- Available at Th e Collectors' Stamp and Coin D epartments -

GIMBELS 
Ninth at Market Sts. 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

GIMBELS GIMBELS GIMBELS 
Westchester 

Yonkers, N. Y. 
W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee 3, Wisc. 

33rd at Broadway 
New York 1, N. Y. 

MARSHALL F IELD & CO. 
Chicago 90, Illinois 

RICH'S 
Atlanta 2, Ga. 

WOODWARD & LOTHROP 
Washington, D. C. 

KAUFMANN'S 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

JOSKE BROS. CO. 
San Antonio, T exas 

JORDAN MARSH COMPANY 
Boston, Massachusetts 

THE J . L. HUDSON CO. 
Detroit, Michigan 

HALLE BROS. 
Clevela nd, Ohio 
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Editorials 

Harmful Abuse 
B asically s tamp collec to rs ar e se rved by 

two gro ups--th e a.ma.t.oo-l'r and th e pfl>tes­
sional. H owever- from the r anks- o-f. botlr 
come trl'e- gr eates t se rvices to phil ately all 
done- vo luntarily as a pure labor of love. 
Phil atelic affairs like exhibitions or dinner s 
a re m anaged by both collec tors and dealers. 
O ur fi nes t w ritings have come from both 
am ateurs and p rofessionals. E ssenti al ex­
pe rtising serv ices have been and a re continu­
ing to be suti plie<l by both gro ups. H elpful 
cat alogs have been compiled by both am ateur 
and p rofess ional. 99% of all of th ese vital 
serv ices a re non-profi t. A s a m atter of fac t , 
the contributors usually end up hav ing to pay 
o ut th eir own money to m ake th e benefits of 
th ese phil atelic se rvices ava il abl e. 

U nde r the circum st ances, it is a r em ark­
abl e tribute to th e vigo r of phi lately th at it 
h as had so many dedicated fo llowe r s, w ho 
have g r atuitously supplied all thi s. Contra ry 
to popul a r opinion, success and accomplish­
ment is not always m easured by dolla r s and 
cents. The reward s fr om these se rvices often 
a re m any. The prime ones ar e th e apprecia­
t ion and respect from other s fo r th eir w o rk. 
These, above all , st imul ate th e continu ation 
of th ese ex t r aordin ary contributions. 

R ecently we had dinner w ith a ve ry promi­
nen t indust r ialist in this country, w ho had r e­
tired from h is m anu fac turing business about 

fi ve yea rs ago. Since th en he h as devoted his 
entire time to phil anth ropy. T wo years ago 
he was elec ted th e President of one of New 
Y o rk City's fi nes t hospit als. A ll of h is 
se rvices a re volunta ry. In th e co urse of our 
discuss ions, he told us of th e cont inuous 
ca rping des tructive criticisms heaped upon 
him and his oth er co-workers. Befo re his 
retirement, he had bee n a high-sala r ied m an. 
Now he was wo rking just as ha rd fo r 
nothing. But it was hi s consid er ed opinion 
th at w ith all th e pressure and competition en­
t ailed in his sala r ied wo rk, nothing could 
equal th e cas t iga tions h e was r ece iving in his 
phil anth ropic wo rk. H e rem a rked w ithout 
bitte rness th at it was r emarkable to h im how 
much abuse a volunta ry worke r had to t ake. 

After hea ring thi s, our thoughts immedi­
a tely turn ed to phil a tely, w he re th e same 
situ ation exists. It is deplor able to hear 
among both collec ting and dealers circles th e 
const ant abuse of our g r eat w orke rs. Autho rs, 
experts, exhibition committees, wo rke rs in 
phi latelic o rgan ization s a re expected to be 
supermen. N othing but pe rfection w ill sa tis­
fy the goss ips. A few mist akes a re seized 
upon as indications of complete incompetence. 
All of us h ave hea rd this type of de tr acto r. 
Speaking about one of phil ately's g reat books, 
he gleefully announces th at he personally has 
co unted 23 mistakes in this book. Th e has ty 
conclusion, th er efo re, mu st be th at th e entire 
book is wo rthless. Or an acknowledged au­
th o rity has passed upon th ousands of copies of 
s tamps. Once in a w hile he has r end ered an 
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EDITORIALS AND OBITUARY 
op inion th at is inco rrect. This is ground for 
th e derogators to dismiss all phil atelic knowl­
edge as non-ex iste nt , and to inco rrectly co n­
clude th a t no experts know anythin g. The 
li st of such abuse is long, and need not be 
cited instance by in stance . Of fa r g rea ter 
importance is th e consta nt prac tice of such 
aspers ions cas t upon th e small min ority, who 
conscienti ous ly and efficiently toil to se rve 
phila tely. 

It is reg rett able th at so few rise up to stop 
this constant fl ow of abuse. But in stead too 
oft en because of inexpe rience, oth ers spread 
the base less stori es they have hea rd. 

In actu al practice th e detr ac tors a re harm­
ing th emse lves more th an th ose th ey h ave 
made th e t a rge ts of th eir c riticisms. The 
quickest and surest way to stem th e fl ow of 
voluntary se rvices is by demoralizing th ose 
who do th e work. It is th e ca use for the 
paucity of workers, authors and experts in 
philately. Those, who cou ld make grea t con­
tributi ons but w ithhold their services, reason 
that th ere is noth ing to be ga ined by knock­
ing oneself out only to end up subj ected to 
abuse. The fine st philatelists usually a re 
asked to se rve as judges of philatelic exhibi ­
tions. This is hard, difficult wo rk demand­
ing both severe physical and mental effort. 
l t would cos t a busin ess th ousand s of doll a rs 
to hire such competent se rvices. Yet what 
do we generally hear? Y ou no doubt have 
w itnessed the slackers and disgruntled ex­
hibitors sp reading gossip about th e compl ete 
ignorance of an outstanding body of phil atelic 
au thorities. One, who has pride in his wo rk , 
will re ason after hear ing such calumny th a t 
he w ill not again a rr ange to t ake several days 
away from hi s business and family, pe rhaps 
be out of pocket fo r hi s expenses and work 
long hours only to hea r stinging c riticisms of 
his se rvices. A th ankl ess job is to be spurned 
even w ith a good fi nancia l remu neration. 

The nex t tim e yo u hea r one of th ese de­
tr ac to rs speak, if you w ish to se rve philately, 
tell him to keep quiet. If he happens to wri te, 
you may rightfully wonde r if he dese rves 
you r suppo rt. But for the good of whatever 
your stake in philately may be, don't go abou t 
repeating that all philatelic expe rts are no 
good , because a few mistakes have been made. 
Stop abusing our volunteers, th e few fine 
philatelists, either amateur or professional, 
who have and are continuing to rend er inv alu­
able se rvices to philately. \Ve know it sound s 
210 TH E COL
trite-but if you cannot say something nice, 
th en don't say it. Th ere is entirely too much 
loose talk among st amp collectors and deale rs. 

We Can Raise Our Hands 
A well known week ly magaz ine, "The New 

Yorker" in April 1956 ran th e fo ll ow ing in 
the page 1 comm entary called Th e Talk of 
th e T own. W e quote th e openi ng por tion. 

"O ur Own Ba edeke r 
" Will anyone who has ever heard of Ifni 

please r aise his hand ? W e th ought so. W e'd 
neve r hea rd of it ourse lf unt il it turned up 
in a sto ry in th e Tim es th e oth e r day, as a 
trapezoidal speck of land on th e northwest 
coast of Africa, uncomfortably pinched be­
tween the foothill s of th e Anti-Atl as l\1oun­
ta in s and th e Atl antic Ocean. Ifni mad e th e 
Tim es on th e streng th of a report from 
:Vladrid th at Generalissimo Franco was 
thinking of recognizing the independence of 
Morocco and . . . " 

Funny thing, but if thi s question were asked 
before a gro up of stamp coll ectors it see ms 
quite probable th at the majority present 
would say: " Ifni? That's a Spanish posses­
sion in Africa th at issues st amps, we have a 
nice collection of th em." 

A few philatelists seem to argue vocifer­
ously th a t st amp coll ecting does not teach any­
thin g. L et us not a rgue this qu es tion. But 
th e above accoun t in one of this cou ntry's 
most w idely read magazines seems to prove 
th e point, th at stamp collecto rs do know a 
number of fac ts th at others do not. They 
seem to h ave r eceived their knowledge from 
their hobby. 
Obituary 

Clarence W. Brazer, 1880-1956 
An old , fam ili ar face wi ll be missed at 22 

East 35 Street, New York C ity. For more 
yea rs th an mos t of us can r emember, C larence 
W. Brazer was a regul ar attend ant at our 
meetings. He was neve r th e si lent one. If a 
member of th e audience, he added interest to 
the meetings by hi s questions or lea rned re-

( Continued on Page 262.) 
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FIPEX AFTERMATH 
FIPEX became history after May 6, 1956. 

l\iluch -pro and con- h as been written 
about it. The accounts published on FIPEX 
showed a remarkable r ange, from almost th e 
pathetic and comic to factual, top-notch r e­
porting. Some wrote with "a dark brow n 
t aste in th eir mouth." While oth er s we re 
most fa nciful , desc ribing events, people and 
sta mp s th a t do not appea r to have ex isted . 
One writer filled up a full page to complain 
against many whom he thought did nothing 
but see k praise and publicity. But th e g reat­
es t portion of thi s w riter's account was de­
voted to all of hi s personal ac tiviti es, which 
truly were of no interes t to his readers. One 
•.vr ite r neve r mentioned the exhibit itse lf , 
simply exp ress ing hi s distaste for the designs 
of th e various FIPEX issues, as if this was a 
matter of earth -shakin g import ance. An­
oth er perfo rmed a truly superb job of com­
prehensively reporting th e entire exhibition 
secti on by section , praising where dese rved 
but properly citing weaknesses when appar­
ent ; whi le a second repo rter , trying to fol­
low a simil a r pa tte rn , offse t what he intended 
to be factual reporting by interjecting ed i­
to ri al co mm ent wi th undu e pontificating. 

When one r ealizes th e utter vastness of an 
exhibiti on like FIPEX he underst and s th at no 
two pa irs of eyes see a ce rta in thing in th e 
same way. Also, some pay attention to only 
what th ey want to see. One person for al­
most ten days neve r leaves the dealers' booths, 
so to him success is measured only by th e ring 
of th e cash register. Another thinks th e deal­
ers' part of an international exhibition is 
nothing but a cheap midway, and would sepa­
rate thi s from th e superb arr ay of stamps of 
th e finest collect ions in th e world. 

This to our way of thinking depicts th e 
versati l ity of philately, which see ms always to 
have so mething for eve rybody. A packet 
dealer, o r th e publi sher of a doll ar a year 
st amp paper seems to h ave little interes t in 
nor und ers tand s the attr ac tion of a "Post 
Office Maur itius" o r a "Hawker" st amp. In 
a simil ar sense a true collector disdains 
" fir st d ay cove rs" o r "G race K elly wedd ing 
st amps." This co uld be tritely summed up­
one man's poison is another man 's me at . 

Th e main qu estion is a simple one. I s a 
vast exhibit like FIPEX of benefi t to phi­
lately? Agai n th e re seems to be no typical 
answer. Everyone see ms to have a different 

A ll Photos by B ou/re/l e 

Fig . 1. The crowd waiting to view FIPEX on the openi ng day, April 28 , 1956. 
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F I p E x A F T E R l\ I A T H 
Fig. 2. Some of the exhib its moun ted in the frames on the 4 th f: oor of t he New York City 
Cc liseum . This was t aken just before FIPEX had opened . 

opinion, w ith reasons as va ried as th e st amps 
in a general co llection. Some came away 
from FIP EX wo nde ring how any norm al per­
son could co llect stamps. O the rs came many 
times vow in g th at th ey would t ry to build 
up a collection th at wo ul d gain a high award 
at th e nex t exhibition. Some measu red suc­
cess by a ttendance and publicity. Many sim­
ply enj oyed quietly spending time w ith phil a­
telic fri ends, examining wonde rf ul st amps, 
and t alking abou t th ei r phil a telic interests. 
Some seemed depressed by see ing so many ex­
pensive st amps which th ey neve r could affo rd 
to own; whi le oth ers longingly ad mired th ese 
same st amp s secretly hoping to ow n some m 
the fut ure. 

A number of questions have a risen in th e 
mind of th e edito r of TH E COLLECTORS C LU B 

P HILAT ELI ST. Afte r all , our magazin e re­
ceived one of th e fo ur highest awa rds in the 
Literature Section. F urth ermore, because of 
our pe rson al particip ation in FIPEX along 
w ith many of th e oth er members of the C lub, 
we wondered wheth er it would be proper fo r 
us to w rite anything about F IPEX . And if 
so, in wh at vein? Shoul d it be as a histo ri an, 
a reviewer , or a critic? These we re not as 
easy to answ er as one may think. 

Reaching a deci sion needed time. F IPEX 
had been so vas t and ove rwhelming th at it 
took several weeks to settl e back to norm al. 
While und ergoing emotional st rain plus physi­
cal fati gue, we r easoned th at this was no 
time to w rite. So we put aside any review 
of FIPEX fo r about a month. L ater un­
de r more norm al conditions w e began to put 
our th oughts on paper. 

At fi rst we commenced w n tmg as a his­
to ri an, o r as th e president of a corpora tion 
issuing an ann ual repo rt of hi s. company. 
The re was the balance shee t wi th its assets 
and liabilities. These are itemized and th en 
weighed against each oth er to lea rn whether 
th e past w as a success o r a fa il u re. 

FIPEX, acco rding to ou r observa tions, was 
a success beca use th e assets outb alanced the 
li abilities. O ne can only judge by his own 
pas t experiences. Compa ring F I P EX to 
oth er inte rn ational exhibi t ions we had seen, 
11·e saw it as th e bes t ye t. The exhibi ts we re, 
in general, top grade . Co mpeti tion w as keen 
and practically no ph ase of phil ately w as miss­
ing. The st aging was excellent. T he New 
Y ork Coliseum had th e fi nest lighti ng eve r 
seen. One noticed prac tically no shadows. 
The fr ames we re very fi ne, ce rtai nly a vast 
improvement over pas t ones. T he representa­
t io n of coll ections and phil atel is ts w as truly 
inte rn ational, fa r more th an in 1947 o r 1936. 

The w hole spirit behind F IPEX see med to 
portr ay the new role of our country's posi­
tion in th e wo rld. As a nation, w e have be­
come much more intern ational and liberal. 
T he awards we re made upon me ri t ra th er 
th an nationality. A precedent in th is coun­
try's intern ational phil atelic exhibit ions was 
shattered wh en the G rand Aw ard went to 
South America, and one of th e majo r ones to 
Italy. A lso woman's rights we re ve ry evi­
dent. Fo r th e first time a lady se rved as an 
Intern a tional Judge, while TWO of th e SIX 
majo r awa rd s went to ladies' collections, 
w ith two oth er s w inning gold med als. 

It is our view, th at as far as F IPEX's 
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F I p E x A F T E R :\I A T H 
liabilities are conce rned, th ese a re impor tant 
to study for future guidance only. One 
lea rn s by his mist akes, and th ere were, as 
expected, many in FIP EX. But to our way 
of thinking these are best poin ted ou t to th ose 
in cha rge, r ather th an sounding off in print, 
if fo r no other reason th an a very basic one. 

F IPEX was run by a group of ha rd wo rk ­
ing volunteers, who not only tri ed th ei r best, 
but slaved for uncoun ted days. A voluntee r 
" ·o rk er is to be cherished. His whole r emun­
eration consists of a pat on th e back. If 
philately wishes its best worke rs to continu e 
to sac rifice th eir time, which could be better 
spent upon work th at pays, it is very foolish 
to criticize volunteers even fo r obvious mi s­
t akes. This is why we wish to t ell all the 
F IPEX critics th at they have not se rved phi­
late ly well. 

It may be helpful , therefore, a t this point 
fo r us to assume the role of critic and dis­
cuss some of th e liabilities, offer ing two sug­
ges tions fo r futur e improvement. 

Intern ational phil atelic exh ibitions in th e 
U nited Sta tes have come a long way since our 
fir st one in 19 13. F IPEX was so vast and 
complex th a t we think it was beyond the 
abilities of most of us. The New York Coli­
se um is an enormous building. It will stage 
many exhibitions wi th industries and hobbies. 
Prac ticall y eve ry one of th em will be directed 
by a pa id manager. Phil a tely wishes to re­
main an exception by asking those in the high 
posi tions of responsibility to se rve volunta rily. 
This is too demanding. Let us be r ealistic 
and not run a 1926 model. Most eve ry one 
working fo r FIPEX not only did so fo r free, 
but, in ad dition, was pl aced to great expense 
out of his own pockets. If phil ately in the 
U nited States wishes to st age a m ammoth 
intern ational exhibition eve ry decade, it 
should a rrange to have th e directo r r emuner­
ated for hi s t ax ing work and great responsi­
bilities. 

The oth er big fau lt evid ent in FIPEX was 
th at phi lately was far too overshadowed by 
the side-shows. One understand s th e reasons 
fo r wanting sid e-shows. They a re to draw 
the attend ance and help pay th e g rea t costs 
of st aging an exhibition. But we believe 
that this has gotten out of h and. An inter­
national exhibition features the finest st amp 
collections in the world on display in compe­
t1t1on. This is the main attr ac tion towering 
ove r all else. Again we plead for realism. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
Fig. 3. A glass display cabinet placed at the 
entrance to FIPEX on the 3rd floor contai ning 
the actual awards. The large piece in the top 
center is the Grand Award. 

L et us try t o have philat el y th e only f eat ure 
in a futur e show. If it fa ils-and we doubt 
it-then we shall know once and for all. But 
let 's try it . It is a shame to have people by­
pass th e fine st st amps in th e wo rld to fl ock 
to buy Monaco Wedding st amps. It is just 
like people going to an art muse um not to see 
the paintings, but to buy popcorn. But th ere 
is no r eason to bl ame anyone for thi s. If 
the majority ag ree with our views, let's wo rk 
to rectify a mist ake. 

l\ilany correctly reported that th e crowds 
flocked around the de ale rs' booths while the 
bulk of the frames with the philatel ic dis­
pl ays had fa r fewer spectators. But th ey in­
co rrectly concluded th at this was a matter of 
choice because people are mostly interested in 
buying r ather than viewing stamps of oth e rs, 
no matter how outst anding the mater ial. 

Completely ove rlooked , however, was a 
condition th at had no relation to philately. 
Th e Coliseum was brand new, so was its 
operating personnel. FIPEX had rented the 
third and fourth floor s. Most all th e pub­
lic came up to the third floor by escalato r 
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Fig. 4 . The Official FIPEX banquet at the Hotel Plaza on the night of May 4 , 1956. Standing 
in the rear is Mr . Robert Hoffman of South America , who was asked to rise for accla im, just 
after his Uruguay collection had been announced as the Grand Award winner. 
and they r emained the re. There were too 
few signs prominently placed th a t called at­
tenti on to furth er exhibits on th e fourth 
Aoor. Furthermore, many who knew of thi s, 
asked th e uniformed a ttend ants how to reach 
the upper Aoo r. They did not kn ow. Con­
sequently eve ryone was milling about on th e 
third Aoor, whil e the fourth Aoo r looked like 
a dese rted village. This was proven to us 
after th e show. About twenty of our pe r­
sonal friend s and neighbors had visited 
FIPEX. The great majority of them told us 
they only saw one Aoor because eithe r th ey 
did not know th ere was anoth er Aoo r , o r if 
th ey did know, no one seemed to be abl e to 
tell th em how to r each the fourth Aoo r. 
There was no escalator to the fourth Aoor, 
and one had to t ake th e eleva to rs situ ated in 
the r ea r of th e Coliseum. 

The reacti on of th e few of th e public w ho 
did land on the fourth Aoor was most inter­
es ting. They told us th a t th ey delighted in 
th e exhibits. They noticed th a t th e contr as t 
to th e third Aoor was most rem ark ab le. 
Something akin , in their opinion, to a differ­
ence seen w ith th e R ad io City Music H all 
and Coney I sland . 

Thus it seems to be quite plain that if th e 
conditions at the Coliseum had been different 
and if more people could have been directed 
THE COL
to the fourth Aoor a different result would 
have been noticed. Fo r instance, if the deal­
ers ' booths had been located on th e fourth 
Aoor under the circumstances as th ey ex isted, 
we believe th at th eir compl aints abo ut poor 
business would h ave been many and loud . 

Now we would like to add some remarks 
upon the exhibits and the judging. P erhaps 
because we were on the inside, ou r views are 
diffe rent from th ose outside looking in . This 
was not the first time we had judgeJ at an 
international exhibition. But FIPEX marked 
th e fi rst time we have heard so very few com­
plaints from th e exhibi tors th emselves. This 
definitely must be an ac t of approval. In fac t, 
thi s is the very fi rst time th a t exhibito rs came 
up and congr atul ated us for a job we ll done. 
And th ese we re mostly th e winners of si lver 
and bronze medals not the major awa rd s. 

Va rious accounts have been read on th e 
judging and th e awards, no two being alike. 
The concensus of op ini on strongly indica ted 
that generally thi s was a very c reditabl e job. 
This is th e sco re despi te of one very c ritical 
appraisal from a most respected so urce. 

H ere again striving for realism, th e bas ic 
question hinges on th e matter of whether 
competition helps or hind ers the general wel­
fare of philately. 
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Fi g. 5. THE FIPEX Inte rnational Boa rd of Judges. 

Bottom Row ( Left to right ): H . E. Abt , U. S. A.; J. M . Clary, U. S. A .; G. Tu rner , U. S. A. ; 
F. R. Bruns, Jr., U. S. A. ; W. Stericker, U. S. A. ; H . Kr icheldorf , Ge rmany; H . D. S. Haverbeck , 
U. S. A.; A . Bonilla La ra , Ch ile and C. T . Nearing, U . S. A. 

Seated ( I. to r. ): R. Oriol , Cuba ; L. B. Gatchell , U. S. A. ; H. M. Goodk ind , U. S. A. ; 
J. Buehler, Switzerland; J. R. W . Purves, Australia; S. Glass, U.S. A. ; Sir john Wilson, Eng la nd ; 
T . E. Steinway, Honorary Chairman, U . S. A. ; Mrs . L. B. Dale, U. S. A.; W . S. Boggs, U. S. A. ; 
L. L. Shenfield, U. S. A .; V . Greene, Canada , E. C. Krug , U . S. A. and L. Berthelo t , France . 

Rear Row (I. to r. ): E. C. de Meaultsart, Belgium ; R. Garcia - Larranaga , Mexico ; C. Degler , 
U. S. A . ; S. G. Rich, U. S. A .; C. M. jephcott , Canada ; T . D. Pe rry , U. S. A.; V. Do mansk i, Jr ., 
U. S. A. ; W . H . Schulze, U. S. A.; J. R. Boke r, Jr., U. S. A. ; H . R. Ho lmes, Engla nd ; 
G. Me nzinsky, Sweden ; E. Rathje , Denmark; T . Allen, England; H . M. Buten, U.S . A .; S. Yort , 
U. S. A.; S. R. Rice , U. S. A.; E. B. Jessup , U. S. A .; H . Fraccaro li , Brazil and F. N . Billingsley, 
U. S. A . 
Jud ging for th e selection of awa rds de­
pends upon a number of fac tors. We shall 
mention so me of th e more important ones . 
Th ese are th e pr eliminaries such as setting 
up th e various classifica tions plus th e rules 
and regulations. These th en co nst itute a 
bedrock for th e subsequ ent decisions of th e 
judges. Next th e re is th e selection of th e 
j udges . Obviously one strives to h ave the 
fi nes t international representa tion. Then 
there is the ruling of th e Directing Commit­
tee as to limit ed or unlimit ed awards. A nd 
fina lly th e d egree of com petition is a highly 
importan t fac tor. Th e seve rer th e co mpeti ­
ti on, the more difficult is th e t ask of selecting 
the awards. 

Let us ass um e for th e moment th at all of 
these factors were planned and . executed al­
most to perfection. Obviously this is impos­
sible beca use we are dealing with hum an 
frailty. We may strive for perfection , but 
never can achieve it. Unde r ideal circum­
stances, philately's fi nes t mind s are commis­
sioned to select th e few leadi ng coll ec tions out 
of many outstanding ones. There can be 
only one winner and so on down th e lin e. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
Some must be disappointed even under th e 
most id eal conditions. 

Thus the consequences mu st be measu red. 
Usi ng a comparison, th ere is a branch of 
education today that strives to remove compe­
tition from our you ngs ters' lea rning. Phi­
la tely mu st also dec id e if competition does 
more good th an harm o r vice versa. 

The present indica t ions, in our op inion, 
po int to an overwhelming maj o rity in favor 
of compet1t1on. Locally, regionally, national­
ly and internationally more phil a tel ists seem 
to demand competit ive philatelic exhibitions 
th an would abolish th em. Thus again one 
must weigh th e asse ts aga inst th e li abilities. 
If th e results of a grea t intern a tional phil a­
telic exhibition like F IPEX indica te only 
one dis appointed exhibitor out of ten, th en 
th e minority must rem ain th at, no matter 
how noisy o r emotional its protestation s. 

Looking back to FIPEX, it must be 
stressed th a t th e Rules and R egula tions, th e 
select ion of the Judges and th e dete rmin ation 
of th e number of awards were not done by 
those w ho judged, but by various members of 
the FI PEX Directing Committee. There is 
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no doubt but th at all of this " ·ork could have 
been better executed. Those, who h ad h ad 
g re at experience with previous international 
philatelic exhibitions, suspected th at all of this 
work had been left to those whose metier is 
organization al ab ility r a ther th an th e phila­
telic know-how, which is essenti al in pl anning 
prelimin ar ies so that the best judges can 
efficiently act. American philately should 
le a rn by this fund amental error, and avoid 
a repe tition in the future . 

Some of the Judges in informal assem­
bl ages before FIPEX remarked th at in past 
intern ational exhibitions there seemed to be 
only two ways to gain top r ecognition of a 
collection-spend a lot of money, or work 
hard for 20 yea rs. But if one ever finds an 
ex hibit with the rare combi nation of money 
and hard work , thi s is the Grand award. 

One of th e g reatly improved aspec ts to th e 
FIPEX judging, which may not have been 
particularly noticeable to the public, was the 
increasing recognition given to phil atelic re­
search collections, especially those which h ad 
lef t the beaten track to explore the lesser 
known , unpopular fie ld s. 

Obviously, th e j ud ging was not perfect. To 
some, it never w ill be. Thus improvements 
can be made, and we hope to see them ma­
terialize . But the on ly prac tical manner to 
achieve this is by having those experienced 
in judging sit down behind closed doors and 
work out improvements. In sulting volunteers 
in public is the worst course to pursue. 
Judging too demands a sacr ifice of v alu able 
time and money. H ow can any dedicated 
philatelist, especially if his livelihood depends 
upon st amps either as a dealer or publisher, 
delude himself th at he is helping his business 
by finding fault with a group of prominent 
people, who are willing to se rve philat ely as 
a Board of Jud ges? If a leading atto rney, 
industrialist or realtor sees th at af ter exert­
ing his best , all he receives is a stinging re­
buke for his efforts, he w ill do the obvious 
and say, "enough-get some one else! " 

One of th e chief hues and cr ies against 
FIPEX's Board of Jud ges was the lack of 
dealers. This is a very complex matter , th at 
has not been able to be practically solved as 
yet. P erh aps a satisfactory solution will come 
in the future. But ac ting as a judge demands 
two essen ti als, although most people see only 
one-philatelic knowledge. It also demands 
a j udicious spi rit being willing to weigh th e 
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othe r person's views against your own. Con­
sequently, we mu st be realistic again . L et 
you and I sit down to compile a list of th e 
ten bes t phil atelic authorities on U. S. st amps 
in this co untry, who a re professionals. Wh at 
do w e at once find ? Very few are on speak­
ing terms. Feuds among them h ave been 
go ing on for years. The cause is nothing 
more th an a difference of opinion ove r some 
phi latelic matter. But if one dealer thinks 
he knows it all , w hil e another w ill not si t in 
th e same room with a third , how can you set 
up a Boa rd of Judges under such circum­
stances? This si tu ati on, incid entally, cannot 
be bl amed upon any British or foreign 
influences. 

Furthermore, some of the most knowled g­
able professional s ref use to serve as judges 
because they sincerely believe that since phi­
la tely is th eir profession, it is not wise to 
have th em judge coll ections, th a t they h ave 
handled against others sold by th eir competi­
to rs. This is not a debatable point. It is 
nothing but reporting what has been told to 
us. Consequen tly, the solution rests more 
upon the stamp dealers th an the collectors. 

This review of FIPEX h as gone to great 
length at this point. It st ands to become bor­
ing if we were to deba te each of the criti­
cisms levelled against the I9S6 exhibition. 
Thus we shall close upon a note si mil a r to 
the spirit exp ressed at th e outset of this 
rev1ev,r. 

FIPEX m ay not have had th e greatest pub­
licity, but it did h ave some fine notices. One 
was an inspi ring message from th e President 
of th e United States, Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
Another was an editorial on April 30, I956 
in what is conceded to be one of th e great 
newspapers of th e world , "The New York 
Times." Let us quote this ed itorial: 

Monday, April 30, I956 

FI PEX 

"The dramatic story of communications, 
uniting all na tions of the world by their 
post al sys tems," is being vividly told in the 
new Coli seum this week. The quoted words 
a re not from a paid publicist nor were th ey 
in spired by the fan cy of a philatelist. They 
we re ex pressed on a White House letterhead 

(Con tinued on P age 261. ) 
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MEXICO 

The Pre-Stamp Postmarks 

By JOH N K. BASH 

Conside ring th e la rge amount of phila tel ic 
wo rk , which has been done on th e st amps of 
Mex ico, it is surpri sing th a t so little has ap­
pea red in print on any ph ases of post al history 
of th e co untry prio r to th e issuance of st amps 
in 1856. In fac t , th e only subst anti al con­
tribution to this neglected field is an article 
by S. Chapm an, which appea red in the O cto­
ber , November, and D ecember , 1911 iss ues 
of "The L ond on Phil ateli st." In that se ries, 
M r. C hapman, who had access to various 
o r iginal doc uments, produced some rather in-

te res ting in fo rm ation with respect to post al 
r a tes, routes and oth er dat a, some of w hich 
w ill be dr awn upon from time to time in the 
co urse of this a rticle. 

M exico has had a long and turbulent his­
tor y. Origin ally wres ted from the Aztecs by 
Cortez in th e 16th Century, the country, 
which th en included large a re as in th e w est­
ern pa rt of th e U nited Sta tes, r em ained in 
Spani sh h and s until 1821. Thereupon, due 
la rgely to th e general weakness of Spain, 
1\-hich was th en on th e los ing end of one of 

~~· · · - · 

Fi g. 1. A reg istered le tte r dated 1770 from Vallado lid (la te r renamed Morelia ) to Dolores. 
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the intermittent European wars, Mexico suc­
cessfully declared her independence. 

The new country, however, did not have a 
stable or effective government, so that afte r 
a few more years, in 1835, the territory, 
which is now Texas, was wrested from 
Mexico. And still later, in 1848, some 930,-
000 square miles of territory, including Tex as 
and California, was formally ceded to the 
United States. A few Mexican stampless 
cove rs from these lost a reas may be found 
from time to time, pa rticularly from Texas. 
All a re sca rce. 

From th at point on, the territorial integrity 
of M ex ico rem ained more or less unchanged, 
although inte rn al troubles continued. A Civil 
War in th e early 186o's was climaxed by the 
inv as ion by th e French , and the resultant 
tr ansient empire of the ill-st a rred Maxi­
mili an, wh o was overthrown and executed by 
Ju arez in 1867 . A quieter period th e reupon 
reigned for th e bal ance of the century. 

As a result of all th ese changes, two gen­
eral classes of Mexican st ampl ess covers are 
found. The fi rst is th e pre-st amp cover, 
those reflecting postal use before th e first is­
sue of st amps in August 1, 1856. The se ~ ­

ond group comprises th ose used after August 
1, 1856, resulting large ly from th e disruptions 
of th e co untry, wh ereby at one time or an­
other nearly eve ry post office, even Mexico 
City itself , was without stamps. In such 
cases th e local postal authorities, after ex­
hausting such exped ients as bisected or quad­
risected st amps, reso rted again to stampl ess 
cove rs. coll ecting th e postage from tl-: e se nd er 
( prepayment was mandatory af te r Dece m­
ber 2J, 1856) , imprinting the cove r with the 
to\.\·n name, a "Franco" o r "Franqueado", 
and usually a r ate stamp indicating th e 
amount paid. Such cove rs are found most 
frequ ently used in th e period 1860-68, al­
though a few may be fo und prior to and 
after th ese years, even as late as 1881. In 
the period 1860-68, the collecto r w ill find a 
strong resemblance to th e pos tal condit ions 
of the Confede rate States of America-some 
offices had stamps, some issued provisional s, 
while many refl ec ted th e post age paid by 
means of a handstamp because th ey had no 
stock of stamps. 

It is an in teres ting enterp rise to relate th e 
ex istence of one of th ese later stampl ess 
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cove rs with the historical re ason for the lack 
of st amps in th e pa rticul a r city of origin . To 
take the simplest case, for example, almost 
every st ampless cove r dated in 1867 or early 
I 868 resulted from the overthrow of M ax i­
mili an's Empire by Juarez. The continuation 
of the 1866 issue with portrait of M ax imilian 
was obviously unfe as ible . The provisional 
issue of 1867 with go thic "Mexico" overprint 
was therefore introduced . But there were 
not enough stamps to distribute to any offices 
other th an Mexico City and some of its sub­
urbs. The local offices perforce made shift 
as best they could . A few cities appeared to 
have had rem aind ers of th e 1861 issue on 
hand (Mexico, Orizava, J alapa, Tampico, 
Puebl a, Ap am and Monterey*), but these 
were quickly exha usted . Several districts , 
such as Guadalajara o r Chiapas, improvised 
local provisional st amps. But the cou ntrv as 
a whole, outside th e Caoital, took reco~ rse 
to the stampl ess cove r until a new issue of 
st amps became ava il able in Sep tember 1868. 

Although this later group of st ampl ess cov­
e rs yie ld s nothing in inte res t comp a red to 
th ose of pre-stamp va ri ety, the postal ma rk­
ings found are, by and la rge, th e same as 
th ose applied on th e stamps th emselves, which 
subject has been reasonably cove red by W . T . 
Wilson in his book, "The P os tm arks of 
Mex ico, r856-72" ( 1927) . Consequently, 
thi s a rticle will confine itself primarily to the 
ea rlie r pre-stamp postmarks and covers. 
There is, of co urse, consid e rable ove rl appi ng 
of postmarks in th e pre-stamp and post­
st amp period . Some of th e cancelling devices 
see m to have been made of a good g rad e of 
wood or metal. so th at it is not excep tional 
to find a particular handstamp doing duty for 
twenty-five years o r longer. This is especia lly 
true in the smaller offices, which had a limited 
volume of mail. 

Postal Rates 

During the pre-stamp period . r ates , exce~ t 

for various special se rvices, depend ed upon 
two fac tors-th e weight of th e lette r and th e 
distance it had to travel. The fo llowing 
quota ti ons from Ch apman's ar ticle in the 
19 1 I "London Ph ila telis t " indicate th e rate 
structure over much of the pre-stamp period : 

*A. Philipp i\lendoza-"London Philatel ist" , ~l ay 

1 9 ~6. 
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"The following was th e t a riff ruling between 1766 and 1779 :-

Single letter 0 ounce 2 real es 
D ouble let ter ~ ounce 4 re ales 
Triple letter I ounce 6 re ales 

10 ounce 8 re ales 
2 ounce IO real es 

Above 2 oz ., 4 re ales per oz. up to 10 oz. 
Exceeding IO oz., 2 reales per oz. up to 20 oz. 
Beyond 20 oz. , and not exceeding 40 oz., I real per oz. 
41 oz. and upwa rds, 0 real per oz. 

"The following r ates we re approved by Order in Council , Madrid , 1st August , 1814, 
but this t a riff, however, was not uniformly observed throughout Mexico, and in some 
States it is not at all clear w h at th e cha rges really were:-

1. Letters for Guatemala, Yucatan , 
T abasco, N ueva Viscaya* , Coahuila, 
Son o ra , Califo rni a, B a rl ove nto 
Isles**, and New Orleans _______________ _ 

Single 
let te rs 
under 
0 oz. 

3 

Double Triple For 
letters letters each 
0 oz. ~ oz. ounce 

( R e ales) 

4 6 8 

* N ueva Viscaya included th e territory now occupied by t he sta tes of Chihuahua and Durango with the 
di v ision s of Sa l t ill o, Parra s and Viesza in the State of Coahui la. 
** Barlo vento Isles appea rs to refe r to Cuba and Porto Ri co . 

(BLllCK) 

Y f 1 • • ·1 · '1 \'" LI ( .. /i. .f I ·,: 

Fig . 2. An 1803 cover bearing the postmark of Ciudad Real , the Spanish name fo r San Cristobal 
in the State of Chiapas ( then in Guatemala ). 
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2. P rovinces of Ve racruz , Oaxaca, Pueb-
la, :VI exico, Vall adolid***, Guanaju­
a to, San Luis P otosi, Zacatecas and 
Gu ad a la jar a ----------------------------------------

3. Spain , P eru, Manila, Caracas and 
San t a Fe ----------------------------------------------

2 3 

4 6 

" U nd er group 1 , heavy correspondence was charged as fo llows:-

4 6 

8 12" 

For th e first five ounces, 8 reales per ounce; th e second five ou nces, 4 reales per 
ounce; the nex t ten, 2 re ales; and th e nex t twenty, I real ; and all in excess, ,Y2 
real per ounce. 

U nder group 2 

For th e first five ounces, 6 re ales per ounce; nex t five ounces, 4 re ales; next ten, 
2 reales; nex t t wenty, I real; and all in excess, 0 re al per ounce. 

U nd er gro up 3 

12 reales pe r ounce irrespective of \\-eight. 

Each foreig n letter was charged do uble the rates shown m group 3. The charge for 
registration of lette rs was $2.00 ( 16 reales) in addi tion to postage. 

" In 1826 a t a riff divided into four sect ions was in operat ion as follow s :-

***Vall adolid wa s re- named foreli a on September 12 , 1828. 

.-

Fi g. 3. An 1811 letter from Mazapil in Zacatecas showi ng the Span ish fo rm of titl e 
"Reale Mazapil''. 
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/ 

Section One-Sta tes o f V er ac ruz , O axaca, Puebla, l\1 ex ico, V all adolid , Gu ana­
ju ato, San Lu is P otosi, Z aca tecas and J alisco. 

Section T\\·o- G uatemala , States of Yucat an, T abasco, K ueva Viscaya, I n terio r 
Prov inces, T amaulip as, H avana, B a rl oven to I sles and r\ e\,. Orlea ns. 

Secti on Three-Spain , P e ru , l\ll anil a, Ca r acas, and Sant a F e. 

Section Four- Foreign lette rs which a re cha rged double third t a riff r a tes. 

Th e fo llo\\·ing a re r a tes fo r each Section :-

S ections 
I st 2nd 3rd 

( R eales ) 

Sing 1 e 1 ette r -·------·-···-··--··-·-·----·-·-··-----·-·--·-----··-·--------··-------·-·-----· 2 3 4 
D oubl e lette r o f Y, oz. -·------··-·-·--·---·----··----·--·-··-------·-·-·------------ 3 4 6 
Triple lette r of :Y4 oz . ---------------·-·-·-----------·--·----·---·---·------------··-- 4 6 8 
One ounce --····---··----·-------·--···-·-·--·-·-·--·--------·-·----·---------------------··-- 6 8 I2 

O ne ounce and a qua rter ---·-·-·---·-------·-·---------·-----·---------·-----·-- 7 IO 

O ne and a half ---·---·-------·--------··-···----··---------- ---·-----·--·-··---···----·-- 9 12 

One and three-qu a r ters ---------·-·----·------·------··--··-----------··--·--···-·- Io 14 
TWO -·-··-··--···-··---·---·-··-··---·---·---------·--·-------·-----·--··----···-----··--· ·-····-- I 2 I 6 
F rom 2 to 5 oz. each addi tional oz. -----------·-------·---·-·-----··-·- 6 8 
5 ~ to 10 oz. each additional oz. ----------------------------------------···· 4 4 
JOY, to 20 oz . each addi tional oz. --·---·---------·--·-----------------·-··· 2 2 

21 to 40 oz . each ad ditional oz . ----------------------------------------······ 1 I 

41 oz . and upwa rds each addit ional oz. -----------·---·-·---------····- Y, Y, 

Regist ra t ion fe e, $2.00 ( 16 reales ) in add ition to pos tage. 
N ewspape rs one-thi rd of letter r ates. 

<J! ~~~OtJro11d ~t'L/o.~·f f}(:~u. fo, _ 
-~/ l'th / ~ ..._......., ! 'u~l 'J!l 

' . 

I ). J 

M \flt,_, i+ I 
....J 

--1 

Fig. 4 . An official letter from Ures to Arizpe, estimated usage a round 1840 . 
postmarks of Ures and the off icial sea l of the sender. 

Note the two 
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" In I 832 th e following tariff came in force: -

For all lVIexican States and T e rritories, same as those in the first section of th e t a riff 
of I826. 

For foreign correspondence dealt with at th e port of entry: 

Letters up to Y-( oz. ____________________________________________________________________________ I real 

Y-1 oz . ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------ 2 r eales 
1 oz. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- --------3 re ales 

and so on , 1 real for each qu a rte r of an ounce up to 5 oz . 
From 5 to IO oz ., 1 real for each Y, oz. 
From I I to 20 oz., I real for each ounce. 
From 20 to 40 oz., Y, real for each ounce. 
Newspape rs one-third lette r r ates . 

" O n November 3rd, 1842 , a t a riff based on distances was brought into use. The 
tariff was divided into th e fo llowing sections : 

I st ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- I to I 5 leagues 
2nd --------------___ _ -------------------------------- ---------------- -------------------- I 6 to I oo leagues 
3rd -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Io I to 200 leagues 
+th -------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------201 upwards 

1st 

Single lette r __ ---------------------------------------------------------------­
Doub le letter , Y, oz. ---------------------------------- ------------------ 2 
Triple letter, y,( oz. ------ ------------------------------------------ ----- 3 
One ounce -----------------------------------------------------------· ----------- 4 
I _y,i OZ. ----- --------------------------------------------------------------------- -- 5 
I ;/, OZ. ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 6 
r :y,( oz. ---------------------------------------------------------------- ------------ 7 
2 oz. ---------------------------------------------···-····-·····················--····· 8 
Above this, decrease as in former t ariffs ." 

S ections 
2nd 3rd 

(Re ales) 
2 3 
3 4 
4 6 
6 8 
7 IO 

9 12 
IO 14 
12 I6 

4th 

4 
6 
8 

IO 

14 

I8 
A league, based on a co mp a rison of certain 
of th e distance t ables used by the postoffice 
with a mode rn m ap, appea rs to have ave r aged 
a bout three miles. 

U nfo rtunately, th ese ra te sched ules are 
not of too much practical significance today , 
beca use while the dist ance a lette r had to 
tr avel is th eo r etically determinable, its weight 
in m any cases is problema tical. The I8+2 
r ates rem ained in effec t until July I5 , 1856. 

Prepayment of lette rs did not become 
m andato ry unti l Decembe r 20, I856, and in 
the pre-stamp period collect letters consid ­
erably outnumber the prepa id ones-except in 
th e case of official mail where th e reverse 
seems to have been true. Apparently th ere 
was no rate differenti al between prepaid a nd 
coll ect letters , except for a short period be-
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tween July 15, I856 and D ecembe r 20, 1856 
during wh ich time th e coll ect ra tes were 
twice th e prepaid. The prepaid let ters can 
norm ally be identified by the presence of th e 
word " Franco" , "Franca" or "F r anqu eado" . 
The " Franco" may appea r as part of th e 
town cancel or as a separate handst amp. A 
ra te m a rking m ay o r m ay not be p resent on 
su ch prepa id letters, bu t usually is. Collec t 
lette rs bear only the name of th e originating 
city, a rate mark (ei ther m anusc ript o r 
stamped) and occasionally a date. In this 
conn ection , it is not unusual to find the or igi­
nal r ate m a rking obliterat ed and a new 
m a rking in a diffe rent colo r of ink placed on 
th e cove r. No doubt, in such cases, the re­
ceivi ng clerk diffe red with the dispatching 
clerk as to the correct amount of the charges. 
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MEXICO'S PRE -S TAMP POST MA RKS 
The earli es t refe rence to registered mail 
mentioned by Chapman is in the post al rate 
schedule of 1826. The charge here was $2.00 
(16 r ea les) in addition to postage. Chapman's 
nex t mention of registry r ates was in th e 
Jul y 15, 1856 schedule where it appea rs as 
$ 1 .oo ( 8 re a l es) plus postage, except where 
th e letter weighed less th an 0 ounce in wh ich 
case the regis try fee paid the entire cost . In 
this conn ection, an 18.J.7 r egiste red cover has 
been noted bea ring a manuscript nota tion on 
th e reverse, as follows: 

" Ce rtificad as 
Francas 

16 rs. 
03 

19" . 

This seems to indica te th a t there was no 
inte rvening change in registry rates. 

In any event, a registered cover always 
bears th e wo rd "Certificacion ," and each of 
th e co rn ers is struck with an obliterating de­
vice, much as th e Raps of our registered mail 
covers a re cancelled tod ay. 

It migh t be rem a rked that it was the gen­
eral practice of th e post office to cut off th e 
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front of a r egistered cover and upon delivery 
obtain a rece ipt from th e recipient, such re­
ce ipt to be signed on th e reverse of the cut­
off front. Some writers have indicated these 
rece ipts were kept in the post office file s, but 
th e re is some evidence th at th e r ece ipts may 
have been returned to the sender of the letter 
whe re known. For example, in an accumu­
lation of the D eliu s correspondence the writer 
found a number of such fronts, dated in the 
186o's bearing th e D eliu s firm h andstamp and 
add ressed to various Mexican cities. Pre­
su mab ly these fronts must have been returned 
to D elius after hav ing been signed by the re­
c1p1ent. In any event, the writer has occa­
sion ally wondered how many attractive reg­
istry fronts , with or without stamps, have 
been turned down by collectors or sold 
cheaply because th e entire cover was not 
there! 

Figure 1 illustr ates th e earliest postmarked 
Mexican cover found by the writer, a regis­
tered cover from Valladolid (later Morelia) 
to Dolores dated I 770. Note .the primitive 
and abbreviated spelling. It is, of course, 
probable th at earlier covers exist, but unfor-
' I 

Fig. 5. An infrequent example of a cover bearing the postmarks of two towns, in this case, 
Muleros and San Jose de la Parrilla . 
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lVI Exrco's P RE - STAMP P OSTMA R KS 
tunately many likely possi bilit ies are unda ted . 
Covers w hich can definitely be at tr ibuted to 
th e 18th centu ry a re scarce. 

Post Offices And The ir Ide ntification 

C hapman reco rds th e nu mber of ma in and 
bra nch offices as fo llows: 

182+ I 7 principal offi ces, 383 branch offices 
18+6 +s principa l offices, ++o bra nch offices 
18-+ +7 pri ncipal offices, 430 branch offices 
1868 +7 pri ncipal offices, 43 1 branch offices 
1875 s+ pri ncipal offices, ( 2+1 branch offices 

(560 age ncies 

H o\\·eve r, th e only comprehensive list of 
such offi ces w as published in Wilson's " P os t­
marks of M exico," and subsequ ently repro­
duced with modi fic:H ions in de Smeth and 
de Fayo ll c's " L as Premi eres E missions du 
Mexique 1856 a 187+." Such a l ist is a lmost 
in dispensable to th e collecto r of postm arks 
in any for m, but even w ith it s ass istance many 
prob lems remai n. Fo r example, as in th e 
U nited Sta tes, new pos t offi ces we re continu ­
ally be ing opened while others closed. In a 
simil ar mann er , th e re a re in stances w here two 
or more wid ely separa ted offices may bea r th e 
same name. I s a particul a r San Ju an del Rio 
cancel from Durango o r fro m Quereta ro ? 
It is so metim es difficult to tell. Wilson's 
boo k can be helpful in some cases, bu t not 
foo lproof si nce even he has misplaced seve ral 
such cancels. P robably th e w riter h as as 
~·e l l. A thi rd so urce of di ffi cul ty comes from 
name changes. Such changes appa rently oc­
cu r more fr eq uently in Mex ico th an else­
where, no do ubt du e to the propensity of 
various conq ue ring generals to immortalize 
th eir names or th at of a leading politician or 
patriot by confe rrin g it on some conquered 
town o r city. A s a result of th ese three 
difficulties, numerous cance ls have been 
fou nd, which do not resemble any of th e 
n ames fo un d in th e Wil so n li st of offi ces. 
lVIos t of th ese have been located by reference 
to ea rl y maps o r oth e r means, bu t th e pre­
cise loca tion of seve ral is sti ll unkn own to th e 
w riter. 

D uri ng th e Spanish reign it occas ionally 
h appe ned th at a city would have confer red 
o n it th e title of " R eal" ( R oyal )-usu ally 
because of th e presence of a luc ra tive min e. 
Thus we have " Ciud ad R eal" (F ig. 2 ) which 
l ater beca me San Cristobal las Casas, or 
22+ THE COL
" R eale Mazapil" (Fig. 3) or " R DS Dimas" 
( Real de San Dimas-see cancel No. D3o­
Plate 9). With th e passing of the Spanish 
reign th ese economiums disappeared alth ough 
an occasional ea rly postm ark wo uld linge r on 
to bring back rememb rances of depa rted royal 
favo r. 

T he number of towns bear in g names of 
sai nts is also remarkable. It mu st be reme m­
bered, howeve r, th at th e Roman Cath olic 
C hurch was a powe rful influence in both 
spiritua l and tempo ral affa irs of Mexico fo r 
at leas t three centu ri es. P erhaps a spir itual 
fl avor to a town name had some value in 
conve rting th e hea th en Indi an. 

The Postmarks 

T he va riety and a ttr act iveness of post­
ma rks fo und on Mexican stamps and cove rs 
is probably not exceeded by any co untry in 
th e wo rld. T he bulk of th em seem to have 
been made by native metalsmith s o r wood­
ca r ve rs, each acco rding to hi s own t as te and 
ability. They r ange fro m simpl e, un ado rn ed 
stra ight line cancels to highly o rn ate designs 
complete with fl owe rs, eagles, scroll s o r othe r 
deco rations. Mis-spelling of town names and 
related peculi a riti es occasionally occur. Fo r 
example, th e office of G uadalupe y Calvo ap­
pa rently used a cancel w ith movable type, 
pieces of w hich fe ll out fro m time to time 
and we re r eplaced in haph aza rd fas hi on. A s 
a result, it is d ifficult to fin d two strikes from 
thi s offi ce identical in all respects. 

Only one cancel type in th e pre-s t amp era 
has bee n noted which appears to be su fficiently 
stylized to have been supplied by th e mai n 
post office. Th is pa rticul a r type resembles a 
r ectangle, 20 mm. high, divided down the 
middl e by a horizontal line (see cancels No. 
D 3 or G D 3, both on Plate 4 ) w ith th e name 
of th e offi ce in th e top section, and month and 
day in the lower one. Th is type of cance l 
appears to have been supplied to many of th e 
la rge offi ces beginn ing in th e ea rly 183o's. 
For example, specimens are noted from Ve ra­
cruz in 1832, Queretaro in 1834 and Merida 
in 1835. There a re also many cancels re­
sembling th e above type in general format, 
but th e re a re usually differences of size, 
compos ition, or type face w hich leads one to 
believe th a t mos t of th em w ere of local manu­
facture made in imita tion of th e "official" 
type. 
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As previously mentioned , th e majo rity of 
smaller offices had but a single town cancel at 
a tim e, and indicated prepaid mail by means 
of an additional h and st amp "Franco" . Like 
th e town cancels themselves, some of these 
"Francos" a re plain and utilitari an. Others 
a re highly orn amented. M any of th e offices, 
however, maintain ed a pa ir of ca ncels, one 
inco rpo rating th e " Franco" within th e cancel, 
w ith th e collec t mail marking bea ring merely 
th e town name and perh aps a date. F or ex­
ample, see cancels N o. HR 10 and HR11 , 
Pl a te 1 or TX12 and TX1 3, Plate 2. In th e 
illustr ations, w hich fo llow, these types a re 
trea ted as sepa r ate cancels. F o r towns usin g 
a sepa ra te "Franco," thi s may also be illu s­
tra ted, but is not tre ated as a major cancel 
type. 

The acqu1s1t1on of a comprehen sive coll ec­
tion of Mex ican st ampless cover s would ap­
pea r to be a li fe time unde rtaking. Eve n as 
far back as 1824 th ere w er e +oo m ain and 
branch offices, w hich had incr eased to 477 by 
185+. Some of th e la rge r offices used a dozen 
or more va rieti es of townm a rks in th at 
pe riod , whil e th e smaller offi ces w ould use at 
leas t one or two on th e average. Y et de­
spite an examin ation of a number of r elatively 
large coll ec tions or acc umul ations of pre­
st amp covers, bar ely 500 di ffe rent m arkings 
have been loca ted. Many add itional cancels 
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have, of co urse , been noted on post- 1856 
st amps and cove rs, and und oubtedly so me of 
th ese w ere also used befor e 1856. H o\\·eve r , 
until so me evid ence of ac tu al pre-st amp usage 
appea rs, thi s latte r g roup mu st be co nsid e red 
as fa llin g outsid e th e scope of this a rticle. 

Assu ming, fo r sake of illustr ation, th at 
the re a re 1,000 diffe rent pre-st amp ma rkings 
(probab ly a minimum fig ure), w here ar e th e 
res t ? U ndo ubted ly th ey a re w id ely sca t­
tered , p robably to th e ex tent th at most read­
e rs " ·ho t ake th e t rouble to check th eir pre­
stamp holdings against th e appended listing of 
cancels will be fo rtunate to find ve ry many 
unreco rd ed. It should also be added at this 
po int th at th e fac t a pa rt icul a r cancel is un­
reco rded he rein is no w arr anty of r a rity. P er­
haps many of th em ex ist- unknown , un sung 
and undistributed. 

Which brings up th e subj ect of "a rchives". 
Arch iv es a re th ose fabulous holdings o f co r­
respondence, mostly preserved by old -time 
M ex ican business es tablishm ents, w hich every 
co llector \\'Ould like to discove r and which 
still. a lth ough in fre qu ently, appea r on the 
market. Fo r exa mple, lot 659 in H. R . 
H a rm er 's N ew Y ork Sale of J anu a ry 18,. 
19+9 is descr ibed as fo ll ows: 

"An acc umul a ti on of over +,500 cover 
fro nts co ntaining examples of th e fo llow ing: 
pmk s: Cerrogo rdo, C hihu ahu a, C uencame, 
- ·· '--- ___....._ - .-..If-- .---·---- - -· 

\ r.lL\ CRUZ 
v~t·~X ·!L G 7 

/ /() 

Fi g. 6 . An 1847 cover bea ring the postmark of the U. S. mil itary postoffice in Vera Cruz . 
From its contents, it had been written in Mexico City and presumably was carried privatel y 
to Vera Cruz. 
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MEX I C O ' S PR E- ST AMP PO S T MA R K S 
Durango, G u adalaj a r a, G uanacevi , Guad y 
Ca lvo, G uichapa, Mapimi , Mazatl an, Mexi­
co, N azas, N ombre de Dios, P apasqu airo, 
P arr al , RDS Dimas, Rio G r ande, San Luis 
Potosi, San Miguel , Zacatecas, etc. 

" In some in stances th ere are two or more 
maj or types, w ith impress ions in both r ed and 
black. Eve ry cover fr ont h as been half 
folded. 

"Alth ough th e g roup h as been rough so rted, 
th e re does not appear to h ave been any a t­
tempt to ex trac t items fr om th e lot and th is 
is confirmed by th e vendor . 

"An interes ting lot for the pos tal histor y 
stud ent. Est. cash value $350-400." 

The lot was purchased by a de aler w ho h as 
since distributed it among collectors. It con­
sisted of covers from th e Delius co rrespond­
ence heretofo re menti oned. The D eliu s 
family we re merch ants w ith main offices in 
the ci ty of Durango, and co rrespondence can 
be fo und addressed as fo llows : 

R and ell and D elius 
D eliu s and Ortigosa 
D elius H erm anos ( Bros.) 

1843-47 
1846-48 
1849-7 5 

Th e bulk of th e letter s bea r postmarks of 
towns w ithin the D eliu s t rade e ra, namely, 
the post al di stricts of Durango, Maza tl an, 
C hihu ahu a and Z aca tecas. A s a res ult , and 
du e to th e la rge size of this a rchive, th e co l­
lec tor of st amp less covers can obtain a fa ir 
represent ation of sma ll towns in this a rea 
wi tho ut too much difficu lty. It might be ob­
se rved in pass ing th at th e ave rage es tim ated 
value pe r cove r of eight o r nine cents in th e 
above lo t is no more of a gu ide to th e value 
of a specific cove r than is, fo r exampl e, th e 
ave rage price pe r st amp in a miss ion mix tu re 
indica tive of th e valu e of one stamp th e rei n. 
Other sub st anti al a rchiv es have, of course, 
bee n fou nd. 

Anoth er so urce of material is tha t w hich 
has been t aken from various official fi les. 
Usua lly such material consists of a cove r face 
only, but much of it is of an ea rly usage and 
co mprises a major source of examples of 
ea rl y postmarks. Such material may be 
fou nd chiefly from the post al d istricts of 
Sa lti ll o (includi ng Texas), Me r ida , Cam­
peche and P uebla. I t might be obse rved th a t 
much of the offi cial mai l consisted of docu­
ments of va rying size, and th at th e ex ter io r 
cove rin g bea ring th e address and pos tm ark 
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was of th e na ture of a w r apper. T his w r ap­
per was usually t rimmed down to manage­
able size by th e fi nde r thus accoun ting fo r 
th e predomin ance of "cove r faces ." 

U nlike th e small er offic es in th e U nited 
Sta tes, which f requently used manu script 
postm a rks in th e cor responding pe r iod, very 
few such a re noted in Mex ico. Therefo re, 
it seems probable th at h and stamps ex isted fo r 
th e bulk of smalle r Mexican offices of which 
no exampl e h as as ye t been noted. 

Covers bea ring t wo diffe rent postmarks of 
th e same town a re occas ionally fo un d, (F ig. 
4 ) but covers bea ring postmarks fro m two 
diffe rent towns a re decidedly sca rce (F ig. 5). 
It might a lso be mentioned th at covers occa­
sionally a re fo un d w ith elabora te official 
hands tamps. Th ese hand stamps, wh ile add­
ing to th e attrac tiveness of a cove r, shou ld 
not be mist aken fo r postm arks (see Fig. 4 
fo r example ). 

The postm arks th emselves may be fo und in 
a vari ety of colo rs. R ed ink predominated 
among th e ea rli e r cancels, being grad ually 
replaced by bl ack ink . An examination of 
th e pe rcent age of cancels fou nd in various 
co lors led to th e fo llowi ng approximate 
breakdown : 

Bl ack 53% 
Red 39% 
Bl ue -t % 
B rown 2% 
G reen 1% 
Violet 

Actu ally, a good dist inct br ight green can­
cel is even scarce r than the 1 % figure indi­
cated above . Many of th e examples classi­
fied as green are in those unsa tisfactory blue­
gree n shades which are always open to th e 
susp icion of being changelin gs. Th e brown 
cancels shou ld be a good r ich nut brown 
color , and should not be confused with the 
red -brO\vn type, which a re probab ly faded 
reds. O nly one violet cancel has been noted, 
an example from T eocaltiche in 18-t6. 

Tt might be observed th at many specifi : 
to\1·n cancels may be fo un d in more than one 
color. O ne particu lar office, Guanacevi , used 
four differe nt colo rs of ink a t various times­
red. g: reen, blue and black. Another, :'\ azas, 
is fou nd in red, black , blue and brown. Sev­
era l other pos tm arks may be found in at leas t 
three colors in the pre-s t amp period , and a 
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large number m ay be found in two colors, 
usually red or black. Details with respect 
to th e colors noted for particular postmarks 
are included later in this ar ticle. 

Determination Of Dates Of Use Of Postmarks 

Although very few of the prestamp cance ls 
ca rry a year date this usually presents no 
real problem. Envelopes were practically un­
known in Mexico in this period , and co rre­
spondence was usually maintained th rough 
th e medium of double letter sheets which 
were folded, add ressed on th e outside, sealed 
with wax and put through the mail. As a 
res ult , th e entire letter is frequently found 
intac t thus g iving us the date of use to­
geth er w ith such other interesting informa­
tion as migh t be found in the text. How­
ever, in many cases, th e letter itself wi ll have 
been detached, leav ing only the folded cove r 
front. Fortunately, however, it appears to 
have been th e custo m of Mexican business 
houses to make a nota tion on th e interior of 
the cover front giving the name of the sender, 
hi s loca tion, th e date he mailed the letter , th e 
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date of receipt and th e date it was ans\\"ered. 
This plethora of information will usually 
suffice to date the cove r in the grea t maj ority 
of cases . 

However, th ere wi ll be cases where no date 
appea rs anywhere. Even with these there are 
a numbe r of guides. For example, observe 
the paper from which the cover is m ade. If 
it is of thick creamy handm ade la id paper , 
occasionally with an elaborate watermark, it 
is highly likely to be of pre-s tamp or igin and 
probably dated prior to 1840. If it is of a 
thin , blue paper we can usuall y date it sub­
seq uent to 18+o. Naturally exceptions oc­
cur. If the cove r is prepaid, it m ay be from 
any period . Howeve r , if it is a collect letter 
it mu st date prior to December 20, I 856 
when prepayment became mandatory. In the 
absence of information to the contrary it has 
been assumed herein th at any postmarksc 
found on collect lette rs were in use in the 
pre-stamp period, th a t is, prior to August I ,. 

1856. Another method which is occasionally 
helpful is to observe th e name of the add res­
see. If it is known from experience that 
oth e r cove rs to the same individual are found 
I 
tKlf-tf\/ ~Tt:f) 1-J'rvoo-J 

Jt ' LY I , 

I f !/} 

Fig . 7 . Another Mexican war cover carried privately through the U. S. lines. 
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dated, say, from 1843-+8, th en it is likely 
that th e cover in question is from th e same 
period. In a sim il ar manner, if the cover 
bears a postmark of wh ich othe r dated ex­
ampl es are known, one can usually, taking all 
factors into consideration, place it within a 
range of a few years. 

Mexican War Covers 

In th e year 18+6, due primarily to th e dif­
ficulties caused by th e annex a tion of Texas 
in the previous yea r and cert ain bound a ry 
questions resulting therefrom, the United 
States declared wa r on Mexico. General 
Zachary Taylor with a force of American 
troop s was sent to th e Texas, and es t ab­
lished a base at P ort Is abel, a few miles north 
of th e mouth of the Rio Grande. On May 
1 7, 18+6 he crossed that river and occupied 
Matamoros. Subsequently, he expanded his 
operations so uthwards, captur ing Monterey, 
Saltillo, and other cities. The only special 
postal markings resu lting from his efforts 
were those of his base in Port Isabel, Tex as, 
together with th ose from another base estab­
lished la ter at Brazos. Soldier's mail from 
his command , including that written in occu­
pied Mexican cities was usu ally returned to 
one of th ese bases for trans-shipment, and 
was postmarked at that point. 

Other United States mil itary forces were 
also act ive. The Navy occupied Tampico on 
November I.j. , 18+6, and in the same year 
temporarily occupied Tabasco and Laguna. 
An expedition under General Kearney cap­
tured Santa Fe in New Mexico while com­
bined Naval forces, local set tlers and other 
troops took possession of California. r o 
special postal markings resul ting from any of 
these ac tivi ties are known. 

The m ajor effort, however, was headed by 
General Winfield Scott, who landed at Vera 
Cruz on March 9, 18+7, and cap tured th a t 
city on March 29th. He then proceeded 
towards th e Capital, capturing J alapa on 
April 19th, Puebla on May I 5th, and after a 
se ries of fierce engagements occupied l\llexico 
Ci ty on September qth. The Mexican Gov­
ernment thereupon withdrew to Queretaro. 
A few more minor military skirmishes took 
place, chiefly on the Pacific coast and in north­
ern l\!I exico, but the war was essentially over. 
An Armistice and P eace Treaty were subse­
quently signed early in I 848. The last Ameri-
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ca n troops left Mexico City on June 12, 
18+8 and Ve ra Cruz on August I , 1848. 

Shortly after his capture of Vera Cruz, 
Scott es t ablished a military postoffice in that 
city through w hich passed all soldier's mail 
from his Comm and , together with such civil­
ian mail as was addressed to the United 
States. Several varieties of postmarks are 
known some of which are illustrated herein 
(F ig. 6). 

It might be observed th at examples of 
Mexican cove rs used from cities during their 
occupation by U nited St ates troops a re rather 
hard to come by. To doubt, the normal mail 
se rvices were considerably disrupted , and 
perhaps in some cases, discontinued. An in­
teresting example is shown in Fig. 7. This 
letter was mailed from London on July l, 

18+7 addressed to Durango, l\!Iexico. At th at 
time all major ports on the east coast of 
Mexico were occupied by U nited States 
troops, although British mail vessels were 
permitted entry into th e ports. This particu­
lar letter was probably carried to th e port 
of Tampico. However, the point of entry into 
the l\il exican postal sys tem, as evidenced by 
the only l\!Iexican towncance l thereon, was 
at San Juan de! Rio, a small city in th e in­
land state of Queretaro, nearly 200 mi les 
from Tampico. Perh aps a commercial repre­
sentative of the addressee a t Tampico co l­
lected th e letter from th e British postal 
agents and a rranged some form of priva te 
transportation out of the city. Ho\\·ever, 
th is is conjecture. 

Brit ish Postal Agency Markings 

Robson Lowe in his " H andstruck Postage 
Stamps of th e Em pi re" ( 1939) says " It is 
believed that a Briti sh P os tal Agency was 
established in Vera Cruz in 1825 and in 
T ampico circa 18+0. The former \1·as closed 
in 187+ and the lat ter in 1876. Briti sh ad­
hesive stamps \\"ere used from 1865. In 
18+2 the postal rate to the United Kingdom 
was 1 I (o ne shilling) per 0 ounce , and it 
was reduced to 6 d in 1859." 

These Agency markings appear on mail 
destined to be ca rried on British vessels leav­
ing th ese ports . E xampl es may appear on 
letters from Mexican ci ties to England (Fig. 
8) or to other European cities, to the United 
States, or even to oth er Mexican coastal 
c1t1 es . In th e writer's experience the Vera 
Cruz markings occur more frequently than 
LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, NO. IV 



MEXICO'S PRE -STAMP POSTMAR KS 
the Tampico ones, and that th e " P aid " m ark­
ings are scarcer th an th e corresponding post­
marks found on collect letter s. 

Miscellaneous Markings 

Aside from town cancels, regis tr ation and 
ra te markings very few oth er types of post­
marks have been noted. The ma rkings read­
ing "Nueva Espana", Nos. X1 on Pla te 15 
and X2 on Pla te 17, a re found on forei gn 
mai l orig in ating or passing through Mex ico 
during the Spanish period. Examples are 
hard to come by. 

Marking No. X5, Plate 15, r eading "F ran­
co has/ t a el Puerto" (paid as far as the 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXV , 
port) has been found on lette rs passing 
through Mexico City to E ngl and between 
1825 and 1835 (F ig. 8). The writer suspects 
th at it was a speci al rate marking used in 
conjunction w ith m ail destin ed for the British 
P os tal Agency in Vera Cruz. In other words, 
th e postage was paid to the port, but not 
beyond. 

The marking illu strated as No. X6 on 
Pl ate 15 is in the n ature of a political slogan 
meaning "Viva Ferdinand VII", King of 
Spain. It originated in Linares in the postal 
d istrict of Monterrey. It was probably used 
in connection with Ferdinand's first corona­
tion in 1808. Similar markings have been 
noted on early covers from Guatemala. 
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Fig. 8. An early ( 1826) example of the British Postal Agency postmark at Vera Cruz . The 
Agency marking is in the lower right corner read ing "Mexico", which is very fa int. 
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Markings ]\ os . X3 and X +, both on Pla te 
15, read ing " Devuelt a" and " Entregada" 
(" Returned " and "Delivered", respectively) 
have been found togeth er on cove rs origina t­
ing in north ern Mexico and addressed to 

,j exico City. One such letter was dated at 
Agu asca li entes ovember 25, 1855 with a no­
t ation th at it was received April 29, 1856. A 
poss ibl e explanation for th is delay (and th e 
acco mp anying postal markings) lies in th e fact 
th a t in late Novembe r, 1855 the Governor 
of Guanaju ato revolted. Since Guanajuato 
was across the main postal routes from the 
north of Mexico to the capital city, it is 
likely th at th e mai l was del ayed until the 
political situ ation was resolved. 

Values And Scarcity 

Like ever ythi ng else, phil atelic valu es of 
Mexican st ampl ess covers are determined by 
sca rcity, co ndition, demand , and probably to 
some deg ree by the appearance of the pos t­
mark. By thi s it is meant, th at oth er fac tors 
being equa l, a fa ncy postmark heavily ado rned 
with wrea th s or scroll s wi ll realize more th an 
a plain straight line cancel. Be that as it 
may, small unduplicated lots of commoner 
materi al have recently brought as littl e as 
25 to 50 cents per cover at auction . At th e 
oth er ex treme an 1807 cove r fro m Bahia 
(T exas) re a lized $82.50 (Fig. 9). Mexican 
stampless cove rs from communiti es, w hich 
a re now in the United States, ap pea r to be 
fa irly valu able property, a lth ough no sca rce r 
than those from many cities or town s still in 
lVI exico. No doubt th e increased valu e re­
sults from th e added demand from va rious 
coll ectors of U nited States postal history. 

Generally speaki ng, any 18th century post­
mark is a sca rce item. Covers used during 
the Spanish rule from 1800 to 1821 are ha rd 
to locate wi th the exception of Mexico City, 
and to a lesse r degree, Vera C ruz, Saltillo, 
and ce rtain other cities in th e north of Mexi­
co such as Monclova o r P arras. This lat ter 
gro up is represented almost entirely by wrap­
per faces from judicial or other official cor­
respondence . P ossibly climate may have been 
in part responsible for th e g reater abu nd ance 
of covers from north ern cities as comp a red to 
cities of equal importance in the south. ]\ o 
doubt the hot dry air of th e northern deserts 
was much less destructive of records th an th e 
mois t tropical air and paper eating insects of 
230 THE COL
the so uth. Howeve r, desp ite this disadvan­
tage, ea rly covers a re occas ionally fou nd from 
cities such as Merida or Campeche, usually 
official co rrespond ence (F ig. 10) . As might 
be expected, examples from various post 
offices become more numerous in th e 183o's 
and become relatively plentiful in the r8+o 's 
and so's. 

In the accompanying t ables th e w rite r has 
atte mpted to g ive an indication of th e r ela­
tive sca rcity of each listed postmark. E ach 
such postm ark is given a r ating, ranging 
from I to 5. Items r ated in group 1 a re the 
commonest , w hil e those in . group 2 are less 
so, but still found fairly fr equently. Group 
3 postm arks are of average scarcity, th ose in 
gro up 4 r ath e r h ard to loca te, while group 5 
rep resents those which , in the write r 's opi n­
ion , sho uld be most di fficult to find. In pre­
paring th ese ratings consideration has been 
given to the conten ts of a number of coll ec­
tions, th e kn o\\·n major archives loca ted , th e 
size of th e city of o rigi n, th e time and length 
of usage . No doubt mist akes in j udgment 
have been mad e. 1 o consider ation has been 
given to relative sca rcity of th e va rious col­
ors used for particular pos tm arks, alth ough 
it is obvious that in ce rta in in st ances one color 
w as used much more fr equently th an anoth er. 
Consider, for example, the very co mmon 
ma rking from Mexico Ci ty, No. Mg, Pl ate 
7. Over 99% of th ese occur in red; less th an 
1 % in black. This ma rking appea rs to have 
been used on all collect mail origin ati ng in 
the city between I 834 and r 851. Usage in 
bl ack is noted only in 183+ and fo r a short 
period in 18+8 when th e ci ty was occupied by 
U nited States troops. This in turn r aises th e 
ques tion of whether th e black usage in 18+8 
was of a symbolical nature or due to a dis­
ruption in the normal supply of red colo rin g 
matter for postoffice ink . 

Be th at as it may, th e above r atings must 
necessa rily be r elative since probably not more 
th an a few hundred l\ll ex ican st ampl ess cov­
ers are sold at auction in New York in the 
co urse of th e average year. P erh aps an 
equivalent number a re sold privately. It 
seems likely th at the demand for this mater ial 
is increasing. Cert ai nly if any sizeable pro­
portion of th e grow ing number of collectors 
of Mexican st amps become seriously inter­
es ted in that cou ntry's pre-stamp postal his­
tory, many of th e presen tly "common" items 
w ill become harde r to obtain. On th e othe r 
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ha nd, one mus t not forge t th a t th ere may be 
consider able un fou nd o r unm arketed materi al 
of thi s nature still in Mex ico and th a t some 
of th e items now h ard to come by may 
eventu ally turn up in qu antity. 

Illustrations And Listin gs * 

1 ea rly all of th e pre-s t amp pos tm a rks 
lis ted on th e fo llowing pages a re illust ra ted 
in th e co rresponding pl ates and numbered fo r 
ready refe rence. So me few a re not ava il ­
able fo r ill us tr ation having been noted in Ex­
hi bitions or in va r io us auction lots wh ich 
passed into un kn own hands. T hese a re de­
sc ribed as well as poss ible. In a few inst ances 
th e illustr ations we re copied from auction 
ca talogues, resulting in poss ible di stort ion in 

* In the process of preparing the pl ates fo r the above 
article, fu ll s ize photostatic cop ies were made of ove r 
500 covers bearing substa ntia ll y diffe rent post marks. 
T he negatives have been prese r ved. So shou ld any 
coll ector or organization desire a com pl ete set of th ese 
photostat ic copies for reference pur poses such sets will 
be made available fo r a limited period, provid ing all 
costs are prepaid. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXV, N
size but a t leas t prese rving th e appea r ance. 
It might be well to ment ion tha t all illustr a­
t ions have been slightly r educed in size. No 
cancel is listed w hich th e w riter has not seen 
eithe r pe rsonally o r th rough a photog raphic 
likeness. 

The illust ra t io ns a re in alphabe tical orde r 
as pe r the spelling of th e town name in th e 
postm ark itself . T owns such as San C r is to­
bal wi ll be fo und und er "S". Antiqu e spell ­
ings such as Xalapa (Jalapa) will be fo und 
as th ey occur, in this case und er " X ". H ow­
eve r, th e las t two pl ates of illustrations 
( Pl ates 16 and 17 ) a re in th e nature of ad­
denda and r epresent discoveries made af ter 
th e fi rst fi fteen pl a tes had been prepa red. 
Th e pos tm arks shown th ereon a re th erefor e 
ou t of sequence with th e balance of th e illu s­
tr ations. 

Each postm ark has been given a code num­
ber. The letters in th e code number refe r to 
th e post al d istrict in which th e city or town 
was located. The post al districts used a re 
th ose as constituted in 1856. These may not 
co mprise th e same te rrito ry o r offices as, fo r 
exa mple, exis ted in 1820, but the 1856 dis-
Fig. 9. An 1807 cove r from Bah ia (now Goliad, Texas) . 
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tricts are more familiar to students of Mexi­
ca n stamp s. Suitable additions have been 
made for territory lost to Mexico prior to 
1856, such as Texas or California. 

CODE LETTERS 
M 
AC 
AP 
BC* 
CB 
CA 
CL 
CP 
CH 
CR 
cu 
CV 
D 
GH* 
GD 
GN 
HR 
HJ 
IC 
IX 
JA 
LG 
LR 
MV 
MZ 
MR 
MN 
ML 
ox 
OR 
PA 

DISTRICT 
Mexico 
Acapulco 
Apam 
Baja California 
Ciudad Bravos 
Campeche 
Chalco 
Chiapas 
Chiahuahua 
Cordova 
Cuautitlan 
Cuernavaca 
Durango 
Guadalupe Hidalgo 
Guadalajara 
Guanajuato 
Hermosillo 
Hueju tl a 
I sla de! Ca rmen 
I xtl ahuaca 
J alapa 
L agos 
Lerma 
Maravatio 
:Mazatlan 
Merida 
Monterrey 
Morelia 
Oaxaca 
Orizava 
P achuca 

The code numbers assigned within each dis­
trict have suitable gaps so as to provide for 
ne\\· markings which may later be discovered. 

The dates of use in th e follo"·ing tables 
refer to the individual years of use noted or 
to the earliest and l atest years of usage \\'hen 
a number of different dates have been lo­
ca ted . When an exact yea r of use is not 
ava ilable, the estimated year of use is pref­
aced by a "c" (circa). 

Acknowledgements And Conclusion 

A study of this nature is always improved 
by the help of other collectors. This was 

*Note-no postmarks as yet located from this district. 
232 THE C
A I ist of the districts and code letters as­
signed follows. Postmarks have not been 
found from all districts, but probably ex­
amples exist. 

CODE LETTERS 
PU 
Q 
ST 
SL 
SY 
SU 
TB 
TC* 
TM 
TE 
TP 
TG 
TL* 
TJ 
TO 
TA 
TU 
vc 
VT 
z 
u 

CF 
NM 
TX 

BP 

MW 

x 

DISTRICT 
Puebla 
Queretaro 
Saltillo 
San Luis Potosi 
Soyaniquilpam 
Sul tepee 
Tabasco 
Tacubaya 
Tampico 
Temascal tepee 
Tepeji de! Rio 
Tixtl a Guerrero 
Tlalpam 
Tlalpujahua 
Toluca 
Tula de Allende 
Tulancingo 
Veracruz 
Victoria 
Zacatecas 
U nlocated 

California 
New Mexico 
Texas 

Briti sh Postal Agency 

Mexican War 

Miscellaneous 

forthcoming in generous measure. Special 
mention should be given to the particular as­
sis tance offered by Mr. David Golden and 
l\I r. Ed " ·in .YI ueller , both of Ne\\' Yark, Col. 
C. S. H amilton of Washington , and Mr. 
J. D. Wood"·ard of Phil adelphia, all of 
" ·ham co ntributed heavily in mate ri al, time 
and general encouragement. In add ition, the 
1niter also expresses his grateful thanks to 
the follo\\'ing gentlemen and organizations 
11·ho " ·e re kind enough to open their collec­
tions of stampless cove rs for review or who 
provided ass istance in other ways: 

J. :\I. Bard, Chicago, Ill. , J. H. Beal, 
W arren, Ohio, C. W. Brock, Fort Worth , 
Texas, J. T. Fincher, Sinton, Texas, Irwin 
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· ~ . 

Fi g. l 0. An early off ic ial wrapper front from Campeche to Guatemala. Note the high rate 
of postage-5 1 reales. The o ri g in of the " Franca Canobao" mark ing is unknown . 

H eiman, N ew Yo rk, N. Y ., D r. T . R . Love, 
D enve r , Col. , H enry T revo r , Mexico. 

Abr. Odfjell , Bergen, No rway, Ca rl P el­
and er, New Yo rk, N . Y ., L . M . Ricks, T ex­
arkansas, A rk. , Calver t Stier, San C lemente, 
Cal. , C. E. W alcott, New Orleans, L a., Otto 
Y ag, LaGrange, Ill. , and The Phila telic 
Foundation, New Yo rk , N. Y . 
Wi tho ut th e assist ance of th ese coll ectors, 
probably in sufficient postma rks would have 
been available in th e wr iter 's coll ection alone 

OFFIC E N O. PLATE VALUE 

MEX ICO M1 7 4 

M 2 7 4 
M 3 7 4 
M4 7 3 
Ms 7 3 
M6 7 5 
M7 7 3 

M S 7 4 
M9 7 

to have made this ar ticle wo rthwhile. 
In conclusion, it should be reiter ated th at 

th ere a re many markings ye t to be reco rded. 
Should any reader discover such a marking, 
th e wri te r would be pleased to examine it or 
a photos ta t th ereof w ith th e thought in mind 
th at a t some futur e date a supplemental l ist 
of new markings m ay be issued. Address 
any co rrespondence to the w riter in care of 
The E ditor , The Collectors C lub, 2 2 East 
35 St ree t, New Y ork I6, N . Y. 

COL OR USED REMARKS 

R 
B 
B 
B 
R 
R 
B 
R 
B 
R 
B 
R 

1800 
18os, 09 
1809, 14 
18 19 
1825 
1829 
18 1I 
1828, 32 
1834 
1829, 30 
1834, 48 
I 8 3 5·5 I 

37x6 Y, mm. 

39 x 6Y, mm . 
35 x 6 mm. inc1 . period 
H Y, x 6 mm. 
38 x 5 mm . 

' ' e ry scarce in black 
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OFFICE 

ACAPULCO 

APAJ\I 
Ca lpu lalpam 
Ot umba 

BR A VOS, C l UDA D 
Ch ila pa 
l gua la 
Itur bide, C iu<lad 

Tc loloapan 
Tia pa 

CAJ\IPECHE 

H ecelchakan 
C H A LCO 

Cuautla i\ l ore los 

Jonoca tcpec 
Tex coco 
Y au tepee 

C HI AP AS 
( San Cristobal las 

Casas)* 

Chia pa 

Com it an 

I xtacomita n 
Tapachula 

Ton al a 

Tu xtl a 

iYO. 

l\I I I 

l\ I 12 
1\1I3 
Mq 
l\l 15 
1\1 16 
l\ I 17 
l\I 18 
i\l 19 
i\!2 0 
AC 1 
AC2 
AP 1 
AP 10 
AP20 

CB2 0 
CB35 
CB-10 

CB-15 
CB65 
CA 1 
CA2 

CA; 
CA20 
CL 1 
CL20 
CL21 
CL25 
CL50 
CL75 
CL76 
C P1 
CP2 
CP 3 
CP4 

CP; 
CP 15 
CP 16 

CP 25 

CP26 

CP27 
CP28 
CP30 
CP65 
CP66 

CP70 
CP7 1 
CP72 
CP75 

PLATE VALUE COLOR 

7 

7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
16 
16 

2 

8 

14 
3 

12 
17 
2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

14 
3 
8 
16 
14 
12 
q 
17 
5 

10 

10 

q 
12 

12 
12 
I 2 

13 

2 

2 

4 
4 
5 
4 
5 
4 
4 
5 
4 

5 
5 
4 

2 

4 
5 
4 
3 
4 
3 
4 
4 
5 
5 
5 

4 
5 
5 

5 
3 

2 

3 

R 
Bl 
R 
R 
B 
B 
B 
R 
R 
B 
R 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

R 
B 
R 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
R 
B 
B 
R 
R 
B 
B 
B 
B 
R 
R 
B 
B 
Br 
R 

B 
R 
Bl 
Bl 

B 

Br 
B 
R 
B 
R 
Br 
R 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 
Br 
B 

USED 

1836-50 
18 -19 
1852-H 
1853 
18 5-1-55 
185 -1 -56 
1856 
1829, 30 
18-19 
180 1 
1807, 08 
178 1 
1852 
18 -16 
18 -1-1 
18-1-1, 46 

18-12 
1856 
18-12 
18-1-1 
18-1-1 
c 1845 
c 1805 
1836--16 
1850-51 
1836-37 
1838-45 
1852-53 
1852 
1840 
c 1850 
1841-45 
1843 
1843-47 
c1850 
1844 
1844 
1796 
1803, 05 
18 16 
1842,43 
1843 
185-1, 55 
1853 
c 18 10 
18 00 

c 1800 
1806 
18 18 
c 180 5 
182 0 
1796 
18-19 
1809-2 1 
18 15 
1830 

1802 
18-12-55 
1847-52 
c 1800 
1805 

RE,1/ ARKS 

Good strikes uncommon 

Good strikes uncommon 

Re~istra tion 
Reg istrat ion 

4 1 x 8 mm. 
l llu st. from auction cat. 

Seal type ova l cancel 

"Yguala" 
" Yturbide" 

Reg istration 
"Xcce l11 " 

" Xonaca/tepec" 
"Tezcoco'' 

}

"Ciudad R eal" was the 
Spanish name for San 
Cristobal 

Illu st. from photo 
"Capital / de! Chiapa"­

seen 

" Franquado/en Comitan"-in 
rectnng1e-seen 
''Comitan" 111 long oval-seen 

"Y stncomita n" 

"Franqueado/en Tapachula" in 
box 

Note: *The state of Chiapas was under t he jurisdict ion of the Captaincy G enera l of G uatemala until 
182 I. 
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@;~:rg) fACA~~~~o) 
MVlO ACAPULCO A02 • 

f~cATL~N) CA¢~ ~Y~i'.9 

A'"ll9QAI ,JENT ES-
~--------.. Zl2 

NOV(E~D8K 8 

ALAMO 
DE J>AllBAS. 

ST15 

. rt~At~ 
µ.i.,sc~_-

CP' l 

VC21 

.... ~ . ••1 , ... " ' ' .. '"'"-"4 Zl4 

AGUAsCAimtr£s 
1----------t Zl~ 

NOVIEMBR£ i4 

TJlO 

APAZINCAN ARANDA' GD15 [ARioJJ wus 
MLlO 

Z20 

FRANCO EM 
ATOTOHILCO 

PA15 

. PU20 

A USTlN TXl 

AUSTIN TX2 • 

Plate 1 

PU21 

f'fOo OAV-A~L.Ocii 
~M-N'1LA-. TE~S · 
_"'-"' ._.. ---- .... 

STlO · 
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OFFIC E N O. PLATE VALUE COLOR USED R EMA R KS 

CP76 13 R 1800 ( ?) 
B 1820-.-17 

C HI HUAHU A CHr 4 R c 182 5 "Chig uag ua" 
C H z 4 R 1838 "Chig uagua" 
C H 3 R 18 39-4 3 ''Chig uagua" 
CH4 R 184 3-55 
CH ; 4 R 1852 Regi stration 

Bartolome, San C H 10 I 3 3 R 1847, 49 ' 'Y all e de S. Barto lome" 
Bl 1856 

Batosegachic CH1 5 2 B 18 54 
Conchas, Pilar de CH3 0 3 4 B 1844 

Br 1845 
Cosihuiriachic CH.t o 4 R 1849-56 "Cosig u / riachi" 
G ua dalupe Y Ca l vo C H5 0 4 R 1837 

C H 5 1 2 B 1842-51 ] A t least ten varieties 
R 1854-56 

Guaju qui l la CH6o R 1827 "Gu aiuqui ll a11 

B 1856 
CH61 16 3 B 1852 

J esus Maria C H 70 7 4 R 184 6, 56 
P arr al CH 8o 9 5 R 1827 

CH 8 1 9 R I 838-5 I 
Bl 1855 -56 

CH 82 9 3 R 1846-54 
R osales CH I0 5 17 4 R 1856 

CORD OVA CR1 J 2 R 183S-41 
B 1841 -53 

CR z B c1845 
CR 3 R 18 38 

B 184 7 
C UAU TITLAN CU 1 9 4 R 1843 "Qu nu- / tit lan" 
C UERNAVACA CV1 4 3 R I 842-47 

CV2 4 4 R c1845 
CV 3 4 3 B 1856 
CV4 4 R 1839 " Franco en/ Cuernava ca '' s. l. 

I x t i a CV 10 15 5 Bl 184 5 " Yztl a" 
T asco CV25 12 5 B c1 8 50 
T eteca la CV 30 12 4 R 0 84 5 
Tl aqui ltenango CV35 12 4 R 1845 

D U R ANGO DI 4 R 1796 
D z q 4 R C l 825 
D 3 4 R 1838-4 9 

B 1852-5-1 
D 4 4 3 R 1845 Reg istration 

Canatl an D 10 2 4 B 1853 
Canel as D 15 2 4 G 1846-5 0 grey-green 
Cerrogordo D zo 2 2 R I 842 -55 

B 18 55-56 
Dz r 2 R 18-1-1 -47 

Cuenca me 0 25 4 B 18 33, 5 1-55 
G 1835 -39 g rey-green 
R 1844 -50 

D im as, San 0 30 9 2 R 18 -1-1 -55 Rea l de San D imas 
Ga v il anes 0 35 4 2 R 

l\ I 10 7 4 R 1836 
B 1855 

D 36 4 3 R 184 3-53 
Guan acev i D 4o 3 B 184 3, 55 

G 184 6 g reen infrequent 
Bl 1846 
R 184 7 

D41 2 B 1844, 46, 53 
Bl 1845 , 46 
G 1846, 5 I green infrequent 
R 184 7-51 

Gu ari samey 045 R 1832 
Guich apa 0 50 2 R 1844-56 
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TX6 GD20 

CELAyj Q26 

DICI.BRE ' 
tfmncrv- 021 

EN CERROGORDO. 
. -. ... - ..._ 

TRA NCO Dr CIA\SllCOM.u_u '_ PU,l 

CHAL CHl COMU.LA PU,) - . . .· 

GHALCJUGOMVLA. c.rn.1 
PU,O PU) 2 

Plate 2 
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OFFICE NO. PLATE VALUE COLOR USED REMARKS 
B 1850 

lnde D55 I4 R 1846-50 1 'Ynde" 
B 1852-53 

Juan <l ei Rio, San D6 o II 3 R 1832-5 I 
B I853-56 

D61 II 4 R 1844 poss ibl y Quereta ro 
D62 II 3 R 185I 

i\Tapimi D65 6 2 R I843 -5 5 
Oro D70 9 2 R 1845, 50, 5 I R ea l <l ei Oro 

D 7 1 4 4 R I84 8- 5 I 
D72 7 3 R 1851, 52 
D73 7 3 R 1853 , 56 

l\lul eros D 75 8 3 R 1843-56 
Nnzn s D 8o 8 2 Br 1835 

R 1843 -50 
Bl 1851 
B 185 2-55 

D81 8 R 185 0 l probably also ex ists Ill 

Bl I 85 1 J bro1rn and black 
N ombre de Dias D85 8 2 R 183 9 

B 1845-55 
D 86 8 3 B 1855 

Papa squiaro D90 9 2 B 1838-54 
P ar ri ll a, San J ose D95 10 Bl 1845 -49 

G 185 0 blu e-gree n 
P en on Bl anco D1 00 9 3 R 1845 -50 
Suchil. , -all e cl el D105 13 3 B 1852 -5 4 
T amn sula D11 0 12 4 R 1848 

Dill 12 4 R 1848 
-GUADALAJARA GD1 4 4 R 1825 

GD2 4 4 R 1832 
GD3 4 B I844-51 
GD4 4 2 B 1844-5 I 
GD5 4 2 B 1848- 50 
GD6 4 2 B 1850-51 

R 185I 
Ameca GD10 4 B c1850 
Arandas GD15 4 R 1835 
B arca GD20 2 4 R 1833 , 34 

GD21 2 4 B 1855 
Bl as, San GD25 IO 4 R 1849 
Cuquio GD30 4 4 Br 1852 
Etzat lan GD35 4 4 R 1831 
Guauchin ango GD40 5 4 B 1840, 44 

GD41 4 Br 1854 
H ostotipaqui ll o GD45 5 4 B 1854 
:\l agda lena GD50 6 3 B 184 2-53 
i\Tascota GD55 6 3 B 1847 
Seb astion, San GD6o 13 4 R 1847 

GD61 II 3 B 1848-50 
Sayula GD65 II Br 1844 
T epic GD70 12 4 R c1830 

GD71 12 2 R 1837-55 
Ton yla GD75 13 3 G c1850 grey-green 
Zapotl an el G rande GD8o 15 3 B 1840 

GUANAJUATO GN1 5 B 1832-43 
GN2 4 B 1838 
GN3 B 1838-56 
GN4 5 2 B 1853 

J rapuato GN35 I4 B 1834-51 " Y rapuato" 
GN36 I4 2 B 1854-56 date sometimes omitted 
GN37 14 B 1854 

1.eon de los Aldamos GN40 6 B 1838 
GN41 6 2 B 1849-56 

Piedra Gorda GN55 9 B 185 I 
Silao GN85 II R 183 1 

B 1847-53 
(To be Concluded in the Next Number .) 
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INDIA 

The Stamps of the Feudatory States 

By H. D . S. HAVERBECK 

Author's Preface 

With th is, the COLLECTORS CL U B PHILATEL­

IST will st a rt a se ri es of a rticles on th e st amps 
o f th e Feuda tory Stat es of Indi a written by 
me. This se ri es w ill run fo r a pe riod of sev­
e ral yea rs to eventu ally cove r th e entire fi eld 
of th ese littl e knO\\·n st amps. Each a rticle 
will be co mplete by itse lf, dealing with th e 
st amps of one single State. In this w ay th e re 
wi ll be no loss of co ntin uity. P e rh aps, wh en 
th e se ri es is co mpleted, it can be prese nted in 
handbook for m by Th e Collectors C lub. This 
w ill res t la rgely w ith th e response of th e 
readers and th e interes t a roused in thi s eso­
teric br anch of phil ately. 

The lack of genera l interes t in th ese 
s tamps, al though it has g rea tly inc reased in 
th e las t few yea rs, still remains something of 
a mys te ry. P e rh aps th e fac t th at th e st amps 
appea r so mewh at c rude, and lack easily read­
able insc riptions is the reason ; o r pe rh aps th e 
poo r st amp press publicity th a t th ey have had 
ove r th e pas t half ce ntury also contr ibutes to 

this phenomenon. The fac t remains, however, 
th at most of th e g rea t stu dents and coll ecto rs 
of th e past have devo ted much time to th e 
stud y and coll ecting of th ese " uglies". The 
T apling. F err a ri and H ind co ll ections w ere 
particu la rly st rong in th ese st amps. Th e in­
te res t shO\\·n in th e ra riti es of th e Indian 
S tates can best be shown by reco unt ing th e 
fac t th at Baron Fe r ra ri tr aded a " P os t 
O ffice Ma uri tiu s" to T. K. T apling in ex­
change for a copy of P oonch No. I. 

T he st amps of this Indi an gro up have 
something fo r eve ry type of collector. I f he 
wants r a ri ty, early J am mu and K ashmir 
boas ts of seven st amps of which fewer copies 
a re known th an of " th e P ost Office Mauri­
tiu s." If he w ants inexpensive stamps, th en 

H yde rabad and Travanco re, not to mention 
several oth e r sta tes, can be completed with 
a modest ex penditure of money. If he w ants 
to study, th e fi eld is wid e, pl ating poss ibilities 
a re abundant ; B amr a, H yderabad, fir st is­
sues, .J a ip u r, local printings, Sirmoo r Raj a's 
heads, to mention just a few. It is a fact that 
all fo rms of producti on meth ods can be 
stu died easily, and most of th e materi al w ith 
thi s interes ting group of st amps is available 
to collec tors, who a re fo rced to use caution 
\\·ith th ei r stamp budge ts. For th e P ostal 
Hi sto ri an, this is a \\·ide ope n fie ld, in which 
little has been done. The postal ma rkings 
a re usually simple as well as many times 
deco rative. Finding th ese stamps on cover is 
a fa scin atin g chase, because even the most of 
th e common and lowest priced stamps are 
prac tically unknown on entire envelopes . F o r 
th e collecto r of Twenti eth Century st amps, 
the Indian States also prov ide a fe rtile and 
re\\·a rding fi eld replete w ith r a rities, va rie­
t ies and inte res ting oth er phil atelic studi es. 
The T opical coll ecto r cannot neglect th ese 
stamps. M any of th em are beautifully en­
graved and depicting all mann er of animals, 
maps, bridges, dese rt sce nes, ruin s and fi e rce, 
mu stachio ed R ajput Princes. Th e collecto r 
of a ir mail s is pe rh aps the only one wh o can 
fi nd little in thi s g roup, except for a few 
fli ght covers o r priva tely opera ted R ocket 
mails. 

This se ri es of in depe ndent a rticles also will 
se rve as a lis ting and cat alogue of th ese is­
sues. Th ey w ill attempt to contai n th e la t­
es t and most complete in fo rm ation, not only 
on th e st amps the mselves bu t also on th eir 
post al histo ry and the pos tal st ationery. T he 
auth or intend s to prov ide a complete bibli­
og raphy w ith each a rticl e. Th e pricing fun c­
t ion of a cat a logue is th e only pl ace w here th e 
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FARlDKOT 
series " ·ill not be co mplete. It w ill be im­
possibl e to g ive prices in dollars and cents, 
not only because th e ve ry fluctu ation s of the 
m a rket ofte n make such an a ttempt obsolete 
shortly af te r it is published . In stead of giv­
ing ac tu al prices, the author in tends to indi­
cate by symbols th e comp arative r a rity of the 
individu al st amps. The system used will be 
simple : ( C) will indicate common (found in 
most collections), ( S) will indicate scarce 
(found onl y in the better collections), (R) 
wi ll indicate rare, (RR) , (RRR) and 
( RRRR ), followi ng th e Continental sys tem, 
w ill indica te progressive degrees of r arity. 
This evalu ation shou ld be of some gu id ance 
to th e beginner and advanced collector alike, 
as it will be based on ove r twenty yea rs ex­
perience in sea rchin g for th e st amps of these 
little known and less appreciated Indi an 
States. For th e coll ecto r of covers and multi­
ple pieces th e symbols will be based upon the 
norm al st amp (N) , thus (4N) will indicate 
:four times the price of the si ngle st amp is 
:about what the collecto r should expect to 
·pay, or, (N) would mean not to pay a 
-premium for multiples or cove rs. In the case 
·of covers, an additional symbol (V) will be 
-used. This will indica te th at the particula r 
s tamp is unknown on cover. Surp ri sing is 
the fac t th a t this symbol will be met with 
most fr equ ently. For even th e commonest 
stamps are sometimes prac tically impossible 
to find on covers. 

FARIDKOT 

The State of F a ridkot lies 111 th e C is­
Su tl ej area of the Punj ab between L atitud es 
30° 13' 30" and 30° 50' Nor th and L ongitudes 
7+ 0 31' and 75 ° 5' East. It compri ses an a rea 
of 612 squ a re miles (About one-half th e area 
of Rh ode Island ), co ntai ning 168 villages with 
a popu lation of 97 ,93+ people. The sta te ,,·as 
founded by Bh ah an du ring th e reign of th e 
.Empero r Akbar. The R aja rendered good 
.<se rvice to the British during th e Sikh war and 
-:the mutiny of 1857 , and rece ived an addition 
1:0 his territory. H e is a J a t by caste. The 
:annu al revenue is R s. 3,000,000. The State 
:army consists of 200 Cavalry, 600 Infantry 
:and 73 Field guns. 

Postage stamp s were first issued during the 
year 1879. The State post office continu ed 

to prov id e its own st amps until the postal 
Conven tion w ith th e Government of India 
came into effect on January I , 1887. After 
th at elate Indi an stamps w ith th e name of 
the State ove rprinted we re used. The scope 
of this article is concerned only w ith th e 
loca lly produced st amps. 

The stamps were all printed from single 
dies struck one a t a time. The dies w ere 
h anclcarved by a local seal cu tter and " ·ere 
probably made of brass or iron. The color 
for th e impressions was a uniform ultrama­
rine without any rega rd for denomin ation 
distinctions. 

The most interes ting impression is th at of 
the 0 anna essay (F ig. I). This die bears 
th e el ate "1934" Samvet era (A. D. 1877 ). 
The st ate authori ties fou nd th at this price 
was too high for th e postal needs and the 
impressions from it were neve r placed in use. 
In July, 188+, Major E. B. Evans wrote to 
th e P ostm aster of th e state enclosing cop ies 
of th e various designs and questioning him 
about th eir use. The question s and th e post­
master 's answe rs a re given as fo llows: 

Fig. 1. lfi Anna Essay 

Q. W ere 0 anna stam ps like thi s eve r 
made or issued in Fariclkot? 

A. Yes, th ey were made, bu t th ey ,,·ere 
not issued for use, as they " ·ere printed as a 
model only. 

Q. W hen ,,·ere th ey made? 
A. In 188+, th ough th e seal had been 

prev iously r: reparecl . 
Q. When ,,·ere th ey issued for use? 
A . ]\ o use whatever w as ever made of 

th em. 
Q. In what colors were th ey printed? 
A. In red color only." 

From this we can es t ablish th at the essay 
had been properly prepa red and th at it was 
in reel color. Impress ions in oth e r colo rs are 
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FARIDKOT 
Fig . 2. l Folus Stamp 

kn own and were reported during the life of 
th e loca l pos t. These can at best be only 
co lo r tri al im pressions and were not author­
ised. Repri nt proofs a re known perfora ted 
1 2. These appea red in 1888. 

Of the issued stamps th e ea rlies t r eported 
is th e small oblong st amp ( Figure 2). The 
des ign consists of in sc r iptions in P ersi-a rabic 
cha rac te rs in two ro ws sepa rated by a r eticu­
lated bo rder, w ith a pl a in double line fr ame 
surrou nding th e wh ole. The inscriptions 
tr ansla te as fo llows : " Riyasat-i-Faridkot" 
meaning Princip ality of Faridkot in the upper 
lin e, and "Tika t- i ek folu s" meaning stamp 
of one fo lus in th e lower. The term folu s 
is derived fr om th e Greek " Obolus" me aning 
a small co in and was applied in Northern 
Indi a to th e 1 P aisa coin which had a value of 
)4 ann a. ( 0 cent at th a t time ). 

These stamps were printed singly by hand 
in ultr amarin e ink. The impressions were 
close togeth er and tere-beche pairs are not 
unco mmon. The paper used a t fi rst w as of 
na tive manu facture showing distinct laid lines. 
L a ter white, Eu ro pean laid and w ove papers 
\\·hich were eas ily obta in able in th e local ba­
zaa rs \\·ere used w ithout d isc rimin ation. 
Sometimes a ro ugh gu m was app lied to back 
of th e shee ts, but this was not a constant 
practice . P roof im press ions a re kn own in 
bl ack, g reen and red. 

Sometim e durin g th e yea r 1882 a new de­
sign ,,·as adop ted. (F igu re 3) It is more 
elabora te th an th ose of th e fi rst iss ue. The 
design aga in co nsists principally of in scrip­
t io ns, ,,·hich may be transla ted as follows: 
Th e P ersi- a r abic cha rac te rs in sid e th e central 
circl e read, " Riyasa t-i-Fa rldkot", th e same as 
th ose in th e up pe r part of th e oblong st amp . 
In the circul a r band surrounding thi s in scrip­
t io n it is repea ted in D evanaga ri C harac ters, 
excep t th a t th e " D " of " F a rldkot" is omitted 
so th at thi s in sc ription reads, " Riy asa t F a rl­
kot" . In th e label at the bottom appea rs th e 
in sc ription, "Tika t- i-kh att ek paisa" in P ersi-

Fi g. 3 . l Pai sa, Die I 

Fi g. 4. l Paisa, Die 11 

arabic only. This may be r ead as, " Stamp. 
for lette rs one paisa ." 

T owa rd s th e end of th e period of th e locaf 
pos t th e d ie fo r thi s st amp w as los t o r broken· 
and new die w as p repa red. It \\·as a close 
copy of th e fi rst di e differing only in size. 
(Figure +) It is di stinctly la rge r, meas uring 
20 x 26 mm. as again st 190 x 2+0 mm . for 
Die I. 

The im pressio ns of both Die I and D ie II 
a re foun d only h and stamped singly in ultra­
marin e ink. Th e papers used were E uropean 
wov e varyin g from white to a paper having 
a distinct yellowish tone . Die I also is fo und 
on laid paper. Th e la rges t multiple piece re­
ported is a block of 66, six horizontal rows 
of eleven impressions. This is believed to 
have been a complete shee t. 

Th ere is a proof of Die I knO\\·n impressed 
on stiff yellow ca rd. Th e proofs of Die II 
ex ist in ve rmili on, bl ack and green. 

The co mmonest ca ncell ation fou nd is th ree 
con foca l ellipses ,,·hose outer measu rements 
a re 30 x 19 mm, enclos ing th e ,,·o rd " Fa r id­
kot" in E nglish lette rs. (Fig. 5 ) . The only 
covers seen by the auth or all ca rry thi s ob­
lite ra tion. Mr. L. E . D a,,·son reports th e 
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FARIDKOT 
Fi g. 5. The Elliptical Cancellation 

ex istence of three oth er cancellations, 1) a 
mark consistin g of four concentric circles 
whose oute r me asurement is 22 mm. 2) a 
la rge , hear t-shaped seal, and 3) a la rge circu­
la r sea l. (F ig. 6). Occasionally these stamps 
ca n be found wi th th e obliteration of the 
Briti sh Indi an post offices at Ferozepore and 
Kh a rar. 

On J anu ary 1, 1887, th e postal convention 
with th e British Indian post office was pl aced 
in effect. The local post ceased functioning 
as of that date. Sometime during th e yea r 
1888, th ere appeared a se ries of impressions 
purporting to be st amps ava il able for intern al 
postage in th e st ate. These consisted of th e 
designs of th e 1 fo lus, I paisa and Yz anna 
essay red raw n. The impressions were print­
ed from a plate by photog raphy. The plate 
of all denominations consis ted of 80 im­
pressions ( 10 x 8). Carefu l study has proved 
beyond all question th at th ese labels were 
never used o r intended for use as postage 
st amps. They were merely fa ncy rep rints 
o r bogus labels made to supply a growing 
phil atelic demand. They can be found in 
shades of ultr amarin e, red, vermilion, blue, 
bl ack, green and yellow both imperfora te and 
perforate 12. Copies occasionally appea r 
bearing the cancell ations used by th e st a te post 
office after th e postal co nvention was signed. 
These cancell ations we re applied by favor and 
do not indicate any post al use . Some apolo­
gis ts for th ese labels have tried to prove that 
th ey were intended fo r revenue use. There 
is absolutely no evidence to support even thi s 
theory. T o th e best of ou r kn owledge they 
a re merely labe ls. 

Issued Stamps 

Check List 

1879. H and stamped from a single die. Im­
perforate. 

Fig. 6. The Large Circular Seal Cancellation 

1. 1 Folus U ltramarine on native laid 
paper (S) 

2. 1 Folus U lt ra mar in e on European laid 
paper with paper makers wmk. (C) 

3. 1 Folus U ltramarine on European wove 
paper (C) 

A. Tere-beche (R) 

1882. H and stamped from a single die. Im­
perforate. 

4. 1 P aisa (Die I) Ultramarine on native 
laid paper (S) 

5. 1 P aisa U ltr ama rin e on European laid 
paper (S) 

6. 1 Pai sa Ultramarine on European wove 
paper (C) 

7. 1 P aisa ( Die II ) U ltramarine on Euro­
pean wove paper ( C) 

All multiple pieces (+N) Covers ( RRR ) 
except No. 7 w hich is (U). 

Essay 

188+. Yz ann a R ed on European wove 
paper (S) 

P roofs of th e Essay. ( Color trials ) 
U ltramarine, Vermilion, Black and Green. 

R eprint proofs are known perfora ted 
12. All on European wove pape r . 
(S) 

Proofs of the issued stamps. 
I Folus R ed, Bl ack and Green on European 

wove paper. ( S) 
1 P aisa (Die I) Blue on stiff yellow card. 

( RRRR ) 
1 P aisa ( Die II ) Vermilion , Black and 

Green on European wove paper. (C) 

(Continu ed on P age 256.) 
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THE CLUBHOUSE 

Meeting of February 15, 1956 

Malta 

This evening's meeting was turned over to 
Mr. Edwin E. Elkins former president of 
th is Club, who displayed a formidable part of 
his Malta collection , and spoke mostly upon 
th e followi ng material: 

H e began wi th Malta's early history and 
the firs t pieces he showed w ere documents 
dat ing back to the year s 1622 to 1662. These 
are decrees of St. J ohn of Jerusalem bearing 
large wafer seals portraying various Grand 
Masters of th e Order of the Knights of St. 
J ohn . In about 1530 they ruled the Island 
of Malta which then consisted of the Mal­
tese I sl ands, namely Malta, Camino, Comi­
notto, and FilA a. Five such documents were 
in th e frames . Mr. Elkins was informed 
that these bear a postal mark, a cancel­
m anuscript X-was placed at th e top center 
of each document. 

Later postal history from the 18th century 
was shown as well as some interesting can­
cell a tions from th e 19th century. One was 
a p·aid Malta fancy cancellation. Another 
was a manuscript marking D. L. C., which 
meant "designating divine protection." There 
were some interesting st ampless cove rs from 
the ea rly 18oo's showing disinfected mail. 
Due to plague, cholera and pestilence, Malta 
was used as a qu arantine station. Sharp in­
struments we re used to make slits in th e let­
ters so that th ey could be fumigated. All 
such mail was st amped "purifi ed at the Laza­
ret ( hospital)." Some pieces were shown 
where the authorities did not slit the letters 
or failed to mark th em. H oweve r , their con­
di tion shows that they were heavily scorched , 
which was caused by the fumigating process. 

Mr. Elkin s then discussed the various types 
of cancell ations used by Malta during the 
middle and latter 19th century on th e stamps 
of Great Britain. There were also many 
Ship Letters th at passed through th e post of 
Malta, so me of them rece ived very interest­
ing tr ansit marks either in black or r ed . 

Malta introduced its own stamps in 1861. 
They were mostly for local u se and continued 
through to about 1885. For instance, the 
one-half penny Queen Victoria was for inter­
island se rvice only. A cove r was exhibited 
w ith five of th ese stamps cancelled J anu­
ary 2, 1885 th at was used for postage on a 
letter add ressed to L eghorn , Italy. There 
was a display of this par ticular st amp show ­
ing its m any shades as well as several differ­
ent perforation varieties. 

On J anuary I , I 885 Malta issued its own 
stamps starting with a ser ies th at ranged from 
one farthing to ten shillings. This issue was 
well displayed. An interesting variety shown 
was th e 4d. imperforate wi th an unused pair 
th a t for merly had been in the collection of the 
late King Carn! of Rum ania. The later is­
sues of th e 20th century were beautifully 
displayed both w ith st amps and covers. One 
of the outstanding pieces was th e 3d. of th e 
1922-26 issue with th e overprint "postage" 
inverted. Not only an unused pair, but also 
a pair on cove r was exhibited. Some of the 
interesting cove rs were those th at had been 
in ship-wrecks and bore such marks as "dam­
aged by sea." There we re also interesting 
cove rs used in th e las t war by the armed 
forces as well as an official "0.H.M.S ." se rv­
ice. Also th ere were some recent· censored 
covers from W orld W ar II. 

Malta's only ai r mail stamp issued in 1928 
had an outsta nding display. This st amp on 
cover has become quite elusive. Mr. E lkins 
showed a block of 4 with such usage along 
w ith an unused block of 16. 

The postage due st amps r eceived consid­
erable attention. Mr. Elkins pointed out th at 
they were issued imperforate. There was 
one of an especially interesting variety th at 
occurs on th e 2Y,d. denomination. The num­
eral "2" in th e figure " 1/ 2" is missing. It 
was shown used on cove r , also in a used pair 
and an unused block of 4. There was an 
interesting exhibi t in th e frames showing 
st amps of oth er countries used in l\!Ialta. 
For in stance, th ere was one with Italian 
stamps, and anoth er wi th French st amps. 
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P erh aps th e most interesting was a M alta 
ship letter mail ed Tuscany to Co r fu , th at was 
fr anked ,,-ith Tuscany stamps. Anoth er high­
light w as a cover show ing l\1 alta R evenue 
stamps used fo r post age. 

The audi ence app reciated this sho,,·ing, be­
ca use Mr. Elkins had displ ayed M alt a f rom 
its ea rlies t known pos tal hi sto ry down to its 
most recent iss ues, and he exhibited all of 
thi s mate ri al in th e proper r ange, such as th e 
st amps th emse lves, unused and used, inte res t­
ing cancell ations, pos tal ma rkings, post al his­
tory and covers. 

M ee ting of M a rch 7, 1956 

Liberia 

Lieut. G en. C . ff/ . W ick ersh am enter­
t ain ed the members with his second showing 
from hi s collection of Liberi a. This collec­
tion , which w as the culmin ation of a boyhood 
ambition, was not form ed as a phil atelic 
study but simply fo r phil a telic rel axation. It 
w as th e G eneral's desire to share thi s enj oy­
ment th a t prompted him to open hi s albums 
for th e members' pleasure. This year he 
continued in chronological sequence from hi s 
termin ation point of last March' s displ ay. 

"Wh at may happen in making st amps" w as, 
to quote th e G enera l's own word s, th e th eme 
of this coll ec tion. The display in the fr ames 
did ind eed bea r out his premise. F or, fro m 
some iss ues r epl ete w ith die and pl ate proofs , 
colo r tri als and any possibl e combin ation of 
each, th e only exampl e of printing indicia not 
shown was th e cloth u sed by th e pressman to 
\\·ipe th e pl ate. But let us pick up with th e 
1909 issue. 

For this iss ue and for some of th e succeed­
ing issues of Liberi a th e printer, usuall y 
P erkin s-Baco n, based th eir des igns on th e il­
lu stra tions in Sir H arry J ohnson's book on 
Liberia. This w as especially tru e of those 
stamps show in g birds and anim als, because 
Sir H arry's illustrations of th ese subj ects 
were most accura te and deta iled. 

A plate proo f of th e 1 cent fr ame of th e 
1909 issue w as sho wn printed on both sid es. 
P resident Barcl ay was shown on th e 2 ce nt in 
die and prog ressive proofs as well as on a 
lithograph proof. The fini shed st amp w as 
show n in th e co rrect colo r and in a block of 
four with inverted center. The 5 cent illustr a t­
ing th e Liberi an Navy produced some humor-

ous rema rks. Phil a telica lly th ere was a block 
of 35 of th e vignette, die proofs in various 
colo rs and a block of + with th e K avy in­
ve rted. The 10 ce nt included all th ese va­
ri eties, excep t th e inverts as w ell as pe rfora­
tio n va ri at io ns. T he re w as an art ist's sketch 
fo r th e 15 cent denomin ation ve rified by 
P erk ins-Baco n. A block of th e in ve rted cen­
ter of th e fi nished stamp accompanied th e 
display of proofs and color t r ials. Inverted 
cente rs aga in in blocks of th e 20, 25, and · o 
ce nt st amps were displayed. These values 
too were accompani ed by pla te proofs and 
colo r tri als. The 50 ce nt die proof was en­
hanced by officia l handw ritten notes on th e 
co lor to be used-green and black. 

The tri angula r 10 cent st amp was ove r­
printed in 1910 and 19 12. All of the pe rfo ra­
ti on va rieti es as well as the ove r printed v a­
rieti es w ere present. Th ey included th e 
double and tripl e prints, inve rted on obverse 
and reverse or printed on both sides. Some 
of th e latte r w ere in la rge multi ples . The 
provi sional of 19 18 was di spl ayed in simil a r 
co mpl eten ess. 

Th e P erkins- Bacon iss ue of 19 18 fo llowed 
a sho rt showing of th e 19 15-1916 provision­
als. This issue too rece ived the same com­
plete a ttention devoted to th e 1909 series. 
Die proo fs abou nded in thi s series . The 
$5.co va lue alone w as displ ayed wi th 13 dif­
fe rent tri al co lo rs. Pl a te proofs we re pres­
ent in multipl es, a block of 35 of th e 5 cent 
in bl ack simil a r pieces of th e 15 cent one fo r 
fr ame and anoth er one fo r vignette. The 
"skip puppies" o r Bommi Fi sh from th e 50 
cent \\·e re represented by a fami ly of 40 un­
encu mbe red by fra mes. 

The Red Cross issue of 1918 as over­
printed on th e se ries j ust mentioned we re 
displayed w ith th e sa me th oro ugh ness as th e 
pro lific moth er issue. Each of he r many off­
spring w ere th ere. Th e overprint sans th e 
red colo r, th e sh ifts, th e pa rti a l omiss ions 
and each of th e inve rts we re shown. A block 
of +o impe rf of th e 2 cent plus 5 ce nt g raced 
this g roup. The 2 cent plus $ 1.00 must have 
been a fa vorite of th e printe r in this issue 
beca use shifts, inve rts and double crosses 
we re he re in prof usion. 

Alth ough out of chronological sequence bu t 
of pleasur abl e moment w ere the used ex­
amples of th e 1893 R egistr ation stamps. The 
unused copies too w ere di spl ayed . 
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The Offici al stamps contemporary in this 
showing concluded the exhibit. From 1903 
to 1916, varieties to gladden the heart of th e 
Liberian collector or perh aps to disturb th e 
sleep of th e phil atelic perfectionist prettied 
th e pages of this portion of the display . In­
ver ts, w heth er of the center or of th e over­
print, were present in full array of th e 1909 
issue. The B arclay values were especially 
attr ac tive. 

The ou tstanding items of th e official's 
showing were th e plate proofs and th e 
au th orization giving official approval fo r th e 
colo rs of th e OS ove rprints. Bearing copies 
of each st amp and th e ove rprint th e offi cial 
comment read, "Th ese a re the colo r s ap­
proved fo r th e OS st amps. The hippo ( pota­
mu s) to be in black not in brown." 

This ex hibit was ind eed pleasant to behold 
and th e members acknowledged their enjoy­
ment w ith a spontaneous n smg vote of 
tha nks. Liberia is a co untry whose stamps 
will always enable the ad ult to relive the 
thrill of his boyhood collecting. Such it is 
for thi s C lub's Presid ent as well as it seemed 
to be fo r many w ho viewed the collection. 
W e think that General Wickersham dese rves 
some words of pra ise for this Liberia show­
ing. As typical of most phil atelists, the Gen­
eral studi es intently the st amps of V enezuela, 
his schola rship bei ng ev id ent in this magazine. 
But no matter how se riously most of us t ake 
phil ately, we also have some stamp coll ections 
for fun. Most of ten a phil a telic student is 
si len t abo ut his lighte r interes ts. But con­
tra ry to the general rule, General Wicker­
sham enjoyed showing mate ri al th at simply 
affords him pleasure in assemblin g. (JV! alco lm 
G. O'R Pilly) 

Meeting of M arch 21, 1956 

Th e First I ssue of Austria 

Since its crea tion , th e first iss ue of Austria 
has always been a great chall enge and a fasci­
nation to th e ser ious coll ector all over the 
world. 

The materi al displ ayed brought so me of 
our senior classic collectors back to our h alls. 
This in itself was enough indication th at we 
were in for a most interesting evenin g. It is 
th e writer's belief th at none of th e a ttentive 
audi ence w as disappointed. 

The speaker of the evening, Mr. Frank 
K o!tn, was the winner of the Grand Award 
of th e Collectors Club Annual Membership 
Co mpetition in 1955· Although only part of 
hi s co llection was displ ayed in nine frames, 
hi s selection of materi al was such, that he 
co uld have interes ted his li steners through­
out th e night. 

Mr. Frank Kohn began in his very humble 
way to exp ress hi s gra titude for being invited 
by th e Collectors Club to speak on the first 
iss ues of Austri a, and also to have " his fir st 
opportunity to speak before an audience of 
such promin ent philatelists". In hi s prelimi­
na ry words, he paid great tribute to those, 
who have done so much in philatelic rese arch 
and writings, mentioning Mr. H ans Kropf 
who was the first to publish a monograph on 
th ese stamps of Austria more th an 50 years 
ago and after the close of the first World 
W ar , prominent phil ateli sts like Artur 
Ladurner, Dr. Emilio Diena, P. F. de Frank 
and non e other th an our own, Edwin 
Mueller. 

Mr. Kohn went on to say, although these 
gentl emen succeeded in finding a solution to 
many problems, th e se rious Austri a collector 
is still faced with puzzling qu estion s, which 
a re waiting for a keen mind to find a satisfac­
tory answe r. This refers in particul a r to the 
problems connected with th e va rious phases 
of th e manufacture of th e st amps. While 
only scant in fo rm ati on dealin g with the 
manu fac ture of the st amps has survived in 
offi cial reco rd s, doc uments rel a tive to the in­
troduction of th e st amp s, their use for pre­
payment of postage and to other admini stra­
tive matters a re avail able tod ay. Th e chal­
lenge is to solve problems by conclu sions 
based on empirical findings. 

Mr. Kohn then went into g reat detail to 
explain the fascinating story surrounding th e 
procedure in th e preparation for th e first 
issue. To be abl e to do justice to th e speak­
er and record all the interesting developments 
preceding the first iss ue, we could fill this 
magazin e's pages from cover to cover and 
still fall short of accomplishm ents. There­
fore, th e nex t best we can do is to offer a 
short synops is, while only stressing some of 
th e highlights of Mr. K ohn 's lectu re. 

The design of Austrian Coat of Arms 
was reco mmended , and the use of typography 
for th e printing was suggested , but opposition 
and criticism were voiced by the Directo r of 
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th e Austri an State Printing W orks, Alois 
Auer von Welsbach. Despite Mr. Auer 's 
protest, the design was accepted with some 
slight moderation. 

On September 25 , 1849, a decree was sign­
ed by th e Emperor, Francis Joseph I , author­
iz ing th e use of postage stamps in Austria 
and fixing June I , 1850 as the d ay of iss ue. 
Essays were prepared and submitted early in 
J anu a ry I 850. As fa r as is known today, 
th ere were in all five sheets, which consisted 
of two denomin ations, the 6 Kreuzer and the 
I Gulden. They were printed in various col­
ors, light red, light blue and black on thin 
white handm ade paper. Mr. Kohn stated 
that only a few copies a re to be found now in 
private collections, all of which have come 
a t one time or another from the official file s 
for the benefit of collectors. 

Beginning in February 1850, the actu al pro­
duction of the stamps was o rd ered with the 
following denominations, 1 Kreuzer, 2 Kreuz­
er, 3 Kreuze r , 6 Kreuzer and 12 Kreuzer. 
The Kreuzer currency was valid in all Aus­
tri a, including Hungary. For the Lombardy­
Venetia st amps the Centesimi (Italian) cur­
rency was used. At the time when the 
stamps we re being printed , a Postal Union 
was formed between Austri a, Bavaria and 
Prussia. This postal tre a ty es tabli shed the 
following rates for one unit of weight, w hich 
was th e equiv alent of about 0 ounce. 

Printed matter, 1 Kreuzer-5 Centes 
L ocal lette r, 2 Kreuzer-IO Centes 
L etters up to +5 miles, 3 Kreuze r- 15 Centes 
Letters fr om +5-90 mil es, 6 Kreuzer-30 

Centes 
L etters for distance over 
90 miles, 9 Kreuzer-+5 Centes 
R egistra tion fee, 6 Kreuzer-
and the same was charged for a r eturn 

r ece ipt. 

A s a consequence of th e trea ty, the r ates for 
domes tic letters carried over 90 miles we re 
reduced from 12 Kreuze r to 9 Kreuzer. Thus 
this change in the r ate rend ered the st amps of 
th e 12 Kreuzer value useless. On March 
26, 1850, the State Printing W o rks we re in­
structed to produce th e 9 Kreuze r st amps. 
Early in June they we re directed to destroy 
all stocks alre ady printed of the 12 Kreuzer 
st amp. In a r eport to th e Postal Adminis­
tr ation , the State Printing Works confirmed 
th e destruction of the printed s tock of this 

value, and only 160 copies were prese rved for 
th e official fil es. 

A few copies of the 12 Kreuzer value, 
which had come in the l ater years from the 
a rchives, are present in various collections. 
These copies are all cancelled "FRANCO", 
with th e exception of the one copy shown by 
l\llr. Kohn. The first issue rem ained in use 
from June 1, 1850 to December 31, 1858, 
when th ey were t aken out of circulation, and 
th e remainder stock was des troyed. 

The speaker in his supe rb meth od ical ar­
rangement h ad his first three frames of dis­
play devoted to th e preliminary procedure and 
reference to anything conn ected w ith th e 
preparation of th e first issue, also photo­
~ r aphic reproduction of material unavailable, 
a reproduction of th e Printing W orks as it 
looked prior to 1850, essays, tri al colo rs, 
proofs, drawings and many oth er important 
items, which held such gre at fascination for 
the specialist of Austria. Among the inte r­
es ting items we re reproductions of a circula r 
design of 1853, also essays of r ectangula r de­
sign of 1854, designed by Leand er Ru ss and 
engraved by Carl K otterba, both reputed 
artists of th e time. The creation of th ese 
essays was due to the criticism of the first 
issue , which had been considered very un sat­
isfactory and more of a provisional one. From 
the beginning efforts had been m ade from 
time to time to withdraw and replace th ese 
st amps by a defi nite issue, but in spite of th e 
a ttractive designs of either se t , th ey were re­
jected for postage st amps . Other items 
shown we re a 1 Kreuzer w ith th e harrow 
perforation 18, an experiment of the Sta te 
Printing Works made in 1853. Al so a 3 
Kreuze r in blue and in black were exhibited, 
th e first being a tri al color , the second o rigi­
nating from th e proof sheets, which were pre­
pared in 1851 to experiment with different 
kind s of papers. 

Mr. Kohn went on to discuss th e ways and 
means of manufacturing the stamps, which 
w ere printed by typography from plate set­
tings composed of individual cliches. These 
cliches were at firs t stereotypes and elect ro­
types late r on. The speaker also stated th at 
to hi s knowledge, none of the stereotypes 
have been preserved or a t le as t none have 
come to light so fa r. Mr. Kohn w ent on to 
make a point of th e term of " Pl ate" w hich 
in thi s in stance is in accur ate. Wh at is gen­
e rally understood by " plates" are se ttings in 
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fi xed fo rm , undivid eable unit such as in the 
case of engraved or lithographed st amps. 
Wh at was employed in th e manufacture of 
the st amps under disc uss ion w as actually set­
tings, composed of individual st e reotypes o r 
electrotypes. These co ul d have been t aken 
apar t and re-assembled in any different way 
at any tim e. 

The metal used fo r th e st ereotypes was an 
alloy co nsis ting of 80 % lead and 20% anti­
mony, bei ng not sufficie ntly dur able to w ith­
stand heavy pressure from printings. The 
relative sof tn ess co ntributed g reatly to a sw ift 
dete rio ra tion of th e stereotypes, and th e oc­
cur rence of many plate fl aws in the fin al im­
press ions. T o imp rove th e appearance of th e 
st amps, defective stereos in th e settings w ere 
consta ntly replaced by pe rfect ones . O cca­
sionally, a number of printings were m ad e 
fro m a defec tive cliche befo re it w as r epl aced 
w ith a new one, beca use we do find sever al 
copies f rom th e identical ste reo showing the 
damage in va rious st ages. Such r efer ence 
copies ca n ass ist one to determine the chrono­
logical o rde r of printings made from the same 
se tting. Also th ere ca n be several combina­
tions fr om th e sa me setting because of the 
elimin ation and r epl acement of w orn o r dam­
aged cliches. It also h as been ascertained 
th a t so me stereo types had been shi fted w ith­
in one se tting during its ex istence. Alth ough 
several attempts h ave been made to recon­
struct such pl ate settings, to th e speaker 's 
knowledge such a difficult t ask has so fa r not 
been achi eved. M r. K ohn continued to ex­
pla in in de ta il th e va rio us aspects of spacing 
be tween th e panes, refe rring to th e nar row 
and w ide settings, and also to th eir appea r­
ances in th e ea rly or later printing. 

A s mentioned before, th e State Printing 
W orks had been d issatisfied w ith the appea r­
ance of th e st am ps, so in th eir desire for im­
provement th ey had been ex perimenting w ith 
cl iches prod uced by th e galvanoplas tic proc­
ess . These cliches called "elect ro types" we re 
capable of w ithst and ing heavy use, but it is 
sa fe to ass ume th at th ey also did not furni sh 
th e fi ne imp ress ions des ired, because the idea 
of employ in g th em was tempo rarily aban­
doned . 

In I 852 a general imp rovement w as carr ied 
out, whereby the working d ies of a ll values 
we re re-engraved , and fro m th ese new dies 
stereo types w ere cast and new se ttings com­
posed. Th e st amps printed from th ese pla tes 

a re different m appear ance and are cl ass ifi ed 
as T ype III. 

The phil atelic stud ent h ad a g reat oppor­
tunity in fo llow ing th e speaker in his expl a­
nation of th e various distinguishing marks of 
th e des ign betw een th e T ype I and th e T ype 
II I in all th eir details. 

Then Mr. K ohn went on to tell h is audi­
ence about the various types of paper which 
we re used for th e first issue. H ere again 
th e speaker in his methodical w ay went into 
such g reat det ail th at even a novice could 
fo ll ow him. The fir st w as a handm ade pa­
per with waterm ark, w hich r emained in use 
until 1854, and from th en a machine-m ade 
paper was introduced. The variety in papers 
is plentiful from very thick to a very thin, 
and one of the most important of th ese is th e 
laid paper with out th e w ate rm ark w hich 
when held against th e light shows heavy verti­
cal lines about 1 mm. apart . Only a small 
qu antity of this paper w as used in 1852, either 
by mi st ake or , as Mr. Edw in Mueller sus­
pects, by a printer , wh o w anted to replace the 
missing sheets of th e r egul a r paper fo r w hich 
he was responsible. Stamps printed on this 
kind of paper a re g reat rarities. So fa r only 
th e 3 Kreuze r and th e 9 Kreuze r a re known. 

Anoth er impo rt ant va riety on th e h and­
made paper is a very thin pelure, w hich exists 
on all valu es. The use of thi s pelure paper 
was an ex perim ental to prevent th e re-use of 
cancelled copies. A ve ry interes tin g expl a­
nation was given by th e speaker about the 
ribbed pape r , w hich ac tu ally is not a va ri ety. 
It is believed th a t th e ribbing was applied 
purposely after th e st amps we re printed. On 
this one find s about thirty ribbed lines to 2 

centimete rs. In o rd er to obtain th e ribbing 
on th e paper , th e sheet w as passed through 
heated ro lle rs th at left its imp ress ions on 
th e sheet. This process sometim es caused 
paper fold s, w hich are quite ch arac te ri stic of 
th e ribbed paper variety. The r ibbing was 
used fo r a short time only, from th e end of 
1850 until th e ea rly part of 185r. 

In D ecember, 1854 th e m achine-made paper 
was gradu ally introduced, and r emained in 
use until th e end of this issue. The machine­
made paper is generally w ithout waterm ark, 
however , a stitch waterm ark has been fo und . 
It shows a number of pa rallel lines a rranged 
in two rows either horizontally or ve rtically. 
O th er va rieties of th e machine-made paper 
wo uld be the ca rdboa rd o r th e ve ry thick 
TH E COLLECTORS CLU B P HI LATELIST, VOL . XXXV , NO. IV 247 



THE CLUBHOUSE 
paper, neither being common. 
Mr. Kohn in his concluding words about 

the creation and manufacture surrounding the 
first issue of Austria, stressed one of the most 
interesting features of this issue, the print­
ing varieties. There are a great number of 
them. Some are extremely r a re, others 
rather common. The first of these varieties 
are the acciden tal printings on both sides, the 
great rarities come on the 3 and the 6 
Kreuzers, whereas th e I Kreuzer is more 
common , being more a product of thriftiness . 
To avoid a waste of paper when printing the 
paler shades, it was decided to turn the sheet 
over and feed it again into the press to be 
printed a second time on the reverse side in 
a darker shade. Such printings with impres­
sions on th e back a re found upright or in­
verted and mo stly sh ifted . 

An other unusual variety is the double print, 
with one impress ion colorless. It occurred 
beca use two sheets were run through the 
press simultaneou sly; th a t of the regular col­
ored impression appeared on the top of the 
sheet, and th e bottom sheet showed the color­
less embossing, which later received in add i­
tion the colored impression. Such printings 
are great rarities. lVIr. Kohn's final remarks 
abou t the printing dealt with the inks and 
gum used for the manufacture of this issue. 
The inks were mineral colors, whereas the 
gum for the early printings was arabic gum, 
which is colorless and can be di ssolved in 
water. Later animal glue, which is of a yel­
lowish color and very difficult to dissolve, 
\\' as used instead. 

With his concluding remarks about the 
manufacture of the first Austrian issue, Mr. 
Kohn went on to explai n some of his mate ri al 
on hi s selected pages, which were truly a 
privilege to see. Just to mention a few of 
these, he showed unu sed a block of six and a 
single with the St. Andrews cross a ttached 
of the 3 Kreuzer; a beautiful block of six 
used, printed on both sides; a block of six 
on cover of the I Kreuzer, a block of four on 
cover of the 2 Kreuzer, a block of six on 
cove r of the 3 Kreuzer, a beautiful block of 
eight of the 6 Kreuzer, of th e 9 Kreuzer 
Type I a block of four and of Type II a 
block of five. 

All , who attended th a t evening, must h ave 
been richly rewarded by listening to this fasci­
nating lecture on the First I ssue of Austri a. 
( Louis Stich) 

Meeting of April 4, 1956 

Postal Hist ory: U.S. Privat e Posts 

ill r. H enry E. Abt, who has shown before 
th e C lub in thi s field of "U. S. Locals" in 
recent years t\\'ice, capped all hi s previous 
efforts this evening with a comprehensive 
showing of private pos tal se rvices in more 
than a dozen citi es, mainly in the period be­
tween r 8+o and 1860. 

Jn introducing the speaker, Mr. H enry M. 
Goodkind made gracefu l reference to his long 
friendship with Mr. Abt, which began at 
Co rn ell University when both ,,·ere fresh­
men th ere in 1921; he then went on to re­
cou nt the speake r 's philatelic attai nments. 

l\II r. Abt expla ined, at the outset, that th e 
line between strictly private mail se rvice and 
the "officia l" authorized Carrier service of 
the 18+0-60 period \\'as a thin one, frequently 
crossed by the sa me persons and organiza­
tions. His judgment is that many of the 
items nO\\' li sted as "Locals" are genuin e, 
officially sanctioned and bonded carrier serv­
ices' stamps; that perhaps some unofficial 
se rvices' st amps are still mislisted as Carriers. 

Taking th e group on a verbal "Magic 
Carpet" for a trip to the cities involved in 
th e carrier contractual and private se rvices, 
Mr. Abt began ,,·ith Boston , detailing th e 
Cheever and TO\de service with its relation­
ship to th e U. S. post office. At this point 
he mentioned how collec tors in this field make 
rep rints and forgeries por tion of their co ll ec­
tion , for both study purposes and because 
th ese items have interest of their o\\'n . 

Providence and Kew Haven , both town s 
then outgro,,·ing th e exis ting postal faci lities 
like their la rger neighbor Boston. next re­
ceived attention . 

Jumping past I\ ew York with mere men­
tion of th e multiplicity of its private se rvices 
supplementary to th e gove rnment postal es­
tablishment, :\Ir. Abt took up th e private 
se rvices of Ne,,·ark, N. J., with emphasis 
upon the newly discovered 2-cent stamp of 
th e City Letter Express mail on cove r, first 
publicly sho\\·n this evening. Th e Bayonne 
C itv Dispatch , of 1883 in that th en scatte red ­
vil la ii;e to\\·nship, served further to open up 
the rash of private services established a t 
that time and all promptly suppressed by the 
P osta l Service. 

J enkin s' Camden Dispa tch , of Camden, 
>J. J. ca me in for deta iled attention, including 
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th e story of th e la te Eugene Klei n's discovery 
of its st amps. Modern plate proofs and die 
proofs from the printing material then found 
were shown in add ition to th e original st amps. 

With a bow to Phil adelphi a as the city of 
g rea tes t need and greates t extent of private 
ca rrier se rvice, Mr. Abt th en conducted the 
"Magic Carpet" party verbally ove r Wil­
mington ( D el.) , Baltimore, (Md.), Washing­
ton, C harles ton (S. C.) and New Orleans, 
with much exposition of th e similarity of 
se rvice and r elati on to the post office in all 
th ese th en rapidly-growing cities. 

A long quick hop up river brought us to 
St. L ouis . Thence Chicago was taken on, 
with special mention of the extent to which 
th e rapid growth there from 1850 to 1860 
h ad made the need for contract carriers and 
private carriers urgent. 

Cincinnati, Cleveland, and L ancaster (Pa. ) 
were finally g iven mention and showing. 

Limitati ons of space fo rbid our doing jus­
tice to this glo rious showing, to the clear, 
penetr at ing explanations of Mr. Abt and to 
the convi ncing evide nce wi th which he 
clinched his points. (S. G. R.) 

The Meeting of April r8th 

H yderabad 

The program for this meeting was pre­
sented by H. D . S. H ave rbeck. The topic 
was H yde rabad , which is one of th e la rges t 
of the Indi an F eudatory States. The lecture 
was confi ned to th e first five issues of this 
st ate covering th e yea rs from 1869 to r905, 
beca use this period represented th e four meth ­
ods by which line engr aved pl ates could be 
manufactured. 

The first stamp was issued in 1869 in th e 
denomination of I anna. The die was en­
graved by R apkin of London and th e pl ate 
or plates (i t is not ce rtain whether th ere was 
more than one) were made by Messrs. N issen 
and P arker in L ondon. The meth od employed 
was th e P erkins mill and die process. There 
were r6o subjects to th e plate, IO x 16, with 
marginal inscriptions above and below. The 
disp lay included a r ange of die essays show­
ing th e difficulty the engr aver had in prqperly 
drawing the P ersian character s. The design 
represents th e Tughra, conventi onalized 
monogram of the N izam, Asaf J ah , the date 

in the Moslem calend ar, 1283, and the de­
nomination , l ann a. The stamps were print­
ed in Hyderabad using an olive green color. 
The perforation ga uges lI Y, . In 1880 this 
stamp was re-issued in a light olive green col­
or perforated 12,V,. This was available for 
postage as proved by several examples used 
on entires. The di splay included an entire 
shee t of the r eiss ue impressions. 

The second issue was placed on sale in 
J anu ary, 1871 , having been prepared during 
1870 as can be determined by the date 1284 
in the design. This is the so-called skeleton 
design because it consists entirely of in scrip­
tion s on a colorless background. The de­
nominations were Y, ann a and 2 annas re­
spectively. There was only one plate used 
for each value . The pl ates consisted of 240 
subj ects, 15 x 16. E ach subject on the plates 
was engraved entirely by h and directly onto 
th e pl ate by a local engraver. Thus each 
subject varies. The inscription , " Post Stamp" 
appea rs at the top in English , at the bottom 
i11 U rdu . The denomination is expressed in 
tour languages-English, Urdu, Telegu and 
Marathi. These st amps v..- ere also re-issued 
in 1880 in slightly different colors. 

As the postal sys tem of the state was rapid­
ly expanding, th e government ordered stamps 
from London in r870. The making of the 
plates was entrusted to the London firm of 
Brad bury Wilkinson and Co. They were to 
make plates for seven denominations, viz . 
Y, ann a, l anna, 2, 3, 4, 8, 12 annas. The 
time elapsing befo re the plates would be re­
ce ived in Hyderabad ca used the Post Office 
to have th e skeleton type stamps of r 871 
prepared. 

Bradbury Wilkinson and Co. produced four 
plates of each denomination . Two pl ates of 
each w ere dispatched on August 30, r870 and 
th e remaining two on Apri l 24, r87r. This 
was don e in case one shipment should be 
lost en route. 

All of these pl ates were made by the multi­
ple pantog raph sys tem with both eight and 
fifteen diamond points used. The plates be­
ing fifteen st amps horizontally and sixteen 
vertically, the fifteen diamonds across the 
plate were used in a few inst ances, while th e 
eight diamonds, bei ng one half the number 
of st amps in th e vertical strips, were used 
more frequently twice for each strip. In 
every instance, each of the se groupings has a 
distinguishing mark, constant throughout, 
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Fig . l . A portion of the ove rfl ow crowd here at the Collectors Club on the night of 
May 2, 1956. 

some being very obvious and others trifling 
but non e th e less present. The display showed 
the reconstr uction of one of the pla tes of the 
half ann a stamp , illu str ating th e method of 
determinin g the grouping and of placing it in 
the pl ate. From proof sheets drawn by th e 
makers of the plates from the few unseve red 
sheets sti ll preserved and from large blocks, 
it has been possible to reconstruct much of th e 
entire iss ue, which consists of 28 diffe rent 
plates. 

A change of post al r a tes brought about th e 
need for a ;;.:I ann a stamp for post ca rd s in 
1900. There was first prepared a provisional 
;;.:I anna st amp made by surcharging the 0 
anna st amp with the value ;;.:I ann a in Urdu. 
This w as done by hand stamping, proven by 
two entire sheets in th e display. 

A local engraver w as commissioned to pre­
pare two plates for a ;;.:I anna stamp. This 
man, Khu srat Ullah , fir st eng raved a die on 
steel. Th en, using this die, he prepared t\\·o 
plates of 96 subjects. The method used w as 
that of t aking a copper pl ate and layin g th e 
steel die upon it in position , proceeding to 
hammer each subject into the copper pl ate. 
The stu dy of these pla tes in the display 
pointed ou t the me ans of differentiating the 
two plates, and also showed the reconstruc­
tion of each of them done with selected blocks 
and enla rged photos identifying th e charac­
teristics of each position. 

A period of lively discuss ion followed in 
which Mr. Haverbeck went more deeply into 
the pantograph process and answe red many 
qu es tions concerning it. The members pres­
ent found this to be a most interestin g and 
stimulating, especially since Mr. Leslie 
K e\\·man of th e well-known printing firm of 
D e La Rue, London , England was in the 
audi ence and wh o chall enged Mr. Haver­
beck , especially upon his opinions abo ut the 
use of the pantog raph system for the 1870-
71 issues. 

The Meeting of M ay 2, 1956 

Awards 

There seems to be little doubt th at in the 
60 year history of this Club th ere were never 
mo re people in this building than on thi s 
night. (See Fig. 1) Unquestionably th e 
enormou s a ttend ance ,,·as not only due to th e 
type of program planned , but also to the fac t 
th at this regul a r C lub mee ting took place 
during FIPEX when many out-of-town and 
foreign members w ere in New York City. 
The capacity of this clubhouse was seve rely 
t axed, and we had hea rd th a t some of th e 
people h ad to be turn ed away because of th e 
exceptionall y large a ttend ance. 

The chief a ttr ac tion of this evening was 
th e presenta tion of th e Alfred F. Licht en­
stein JV! emorial Award to perhaps th e g reat-
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es t inte rn ation al phila telist of today, Sir ] aim 
l f/ ilson of Great Britain. Before the cere­
mony, the Governors of th e Club h ad invited 
a selected group of Sir John Wilson 's fri ends 
to a dinn er at the Champs Elysee Restaur ant 
on E. 4oth Street, New Y ork City. 

The meeting was opened on ·schedule by 
our President , Lt. G en. Corn elius T.f/ . Wick­
ers/ta m, who m ade a few introductory re­
mark s of welcome. It was fitting that th e 
presentation of this Memorial Award for 
se rvice to philately was m ade by Mr. Lichten­
s tein 's daughter , Arfrs. J ohn D. Dale. (F ig. 2) 
Sir J ohn Wilson 's gracious speech of accept­
ance stressed th e great se rvices m ade to phi­
la tely by the one in whose memory this awa rd 
is ann ually given. It m ay be added a t thi s 
point th a t it was remarkable throughout all 
of the F IPEX activ ities to he ar the number 
of America n and foreig n dignitaries, who re­
membered Mr. Lichten stein through many of 
th e g reat se rvices he had rendered . 

Following thi s, Gen. Wickersham awarded 
on behalf of th e C lub 4 silver m edals to th e 
following gentlemen fo r their past se rvices 
to thi s organization: 

111 alc olm J o/111 so11 
Hai-ry M. K o11wiser 
Tit om as F. Jl!l orris 
f!f/illiam R. R ank in 

Then came th e COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATEL­
IST AWARD for th e leading a rticle published 
in our magaz ine during 1955. The med al for 
the best a rticl e, Soruth 's First I ssues, was 
awarded to Jl!lr. L. E . D awson of Dublin , 
Eire, who had r eq ues ted th a t his friend , Ylr. 
H. D. S. H averbeck r eceive th e medal on his 
behalf. 

Photos by B ou lrelle 

Fig. 2. Mrs. John D. Dale, daughter of the 
late Alfred F. Lichtenstein, presenting the 1956 
Award created in her father 's memo ry for de­
voted se rvices to philately to Sir john Wilson , 
Keepe r of the Royal Collection, Great Britain 
here at 22 East 35 Street , New York , N. Y. 
on the n ight of May 2 , 1956. 

Three Certihcates of lVIerit were g iven to 
l\ll ess rs. Frnnk S. L evi, J r ., V . Rachmanoff, 
and J. F. H' es terburg. It was very pleasing 
to see th a t Mr. W esterburg was able to 
come on all th e w ay fr om Cal ifornia so th at 
this honor was personally presented to him. 

A spec ial Certificate of Merit was given to 
Eugene V. Conn ett 3rd, and also anoth e r 
Certificate was presented by th e editor to 
L ouis Stich for his a rt wo rk and th e design­
ing of our new cover of the COLLECTORS CLUB 
PHILATELIST. 

Fi g . 3. The principal partic ipants at the Co ll ecto rs Club meeting on May 2 , 1956. Left to 
Right: Mrs. John D. Dale; Theodore E. Steinway , recipient of the first A. F. Lichtenste in medal; 
Sir john Wil son ; General Corne liu s W . Wicke rsham, President of th e Col lec tors Club and 
Lady Wi lson . 
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Then followi ng a custom established a few 
years ago, Volume 3+ of this magazine , 
especially bound in hand some red morocco 
lea th er with the respective names insc ribed in 
go ld were presen ted to H enry M. Goodkind, 
Editor , and M essrs. /!Vinthrop S. Boggs, 
Harrison D. S. Haverbeck, Edwin Mu eller, 
and Steph en G. Rich of the Editorial Com­
mittee for th eir continued praiseworthy wo rk 
for thi s Club. 

Upon co nclusion of the meeting a number 
of our out-of- town and foreign members were 
taken throu gh the clubhouse in small groups 
by individu al members. 

Mr. G. P. R aymond presented th e follow­
ing books to be shared by The Collectors 
Club, Th e Phil a telic Foundation and the 
Community Service Committee: 

Th e Air Post Stamps of Colombia by F. W. 
Kessler. Published by the author, 
Brooklyn, N . Y. 

Sanabria' s Air Po st Catalogu e. Nicolas 
Sanabria Co. , Inc. , New York. 16 Cata­
logues with Supplements. 1936 to 195+/ 
55 . 

Scott's Standard Catalogue of Air Post 
Stamps. +th Ed. , 1933 and 5th Ed . 1934. 
Scott Stamp & Coin Co. , Ltd. , New 
York. 

Scott's Standard Catalogu e of Air Post 
Stamps. 1942 Edition. Scott Publica­
tions, Inc., New York. 

Scott's Standard Catalogue of Air Post 
Stamps. 1946 Edition. Scott Publica­
tions, Inc., New York. 

Gibbons' Air Stamp Catal ogue. 4th Ed. 
I 936. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd. , London , 
England. 

Th e Standard Airpost Catalog. 1933 Ed. 
Edited by Donald E. Dickason. The 
Berkshire Exchange, Wooster, Ohio. 

Y vert & T ellier-Champion Catalogu e de 
Timbres-Paste 1939. Yvert & Cie., 
Amiens. (F rench ) 

Am erican Air 111/ail Catalogu e. First Edition. 
1940. American Air M ail Society, Albion, 
P a. 

American Air Mail Catalogu e. Vol. I, . 1947 
Ed . American Air M ail Society, Albi on, 
Pa. 

A111 erica11 Air Mail Catalogue. Vol. II, 1950 
Ed. American Air Mail Society, Albion, 
P a. 

A ero Stamps. A D escriptive Catalogue w ith 
Prices by F1·ed J . M elville. Publisher, 
Philatelic Galleries, London , England. 

Stamp I snri11g Countries and Th eir Curren­
cies by Norman Thornton. Stanley Gib­
bons , Ltd. , London , England . 

Portraits •011 Our P os tage Stamps by Edmund 
B. Thompson. Published by th e author, 
Windham, Conn. 

Die D eutsche Luftpost by Dr. Erich Stenger 
and Carl de l\!Iatzenau. Verlag von R . 
Bredow, Berlin , Germany. 

Z eppelin, Tra11satla11tic, R ec ord Flight & 
Air Race Cover Price List 1948. Edited 
and published by J. Stephen, Wirral , 
England. 

Axis Issu es of Europe a11d th e Philippin es 
194 r-1945. Scott Publications, Inc. , New 
Y ork. 

Unit ed Stat es Stamp ed Envelopes. 4th Ed. 
1951. Scott Publication s, Inc., New 
York. 

The Library Committee reports the acqui­
sition of the following: 

Ca11adian Stamps with P erforated Initials , 
edited by Gordon P. Lewis. Published 
by British orth America Phil a telic So­
cie ty, Brampton, Ontario. 

Supplement to "British Stamps" by Patrick 
Hamilton. Harris Publications, Ltd. , 
London , England. 

Stamp Collectors' An11ual, 1956, edited by 
Tom Morgan. Harris Publications, 
Ltd. , London , England. 

Practical Philately by R. J. Sutton. Hutchin­
son's Scientific and Technical Publica­
tions, London , England. 

Th e Postal Districts of M exico, With R e­
lat ed G eographical, Statistical and His­
torical /11formation , Part I , by Abrah am 
Odfjell. Published by the author. Gift 
of the author. 

Sco t t's D ollar Unit ed States Stamp Ca talog ue 
r956. Scott Publ ica ti ons, Inc., New York. 

Scott's Dollar· British Am erica Catal ogu e 
1956. Sco tt Publications, Inc. , New York. 

S co tt's D ollar G erma11 Cata logue r956. Scott 
Publications, Inc., New _York. 

San lllari110 by Pierson O strow. Published 
and prese nted by th e author. 
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Postage Stamps of K orea, 1884-1956. Pub­
lished by the Ministry of Communica­
tions, Seou l, Rep ublic of K orea. (Korean 
and E ngli sh) Gift of Mr. Yong hin 
Choi. 

Postwert zeic lt en der Russ isclt en Landsc!taf t­
sae111 ter, Band I and Band II , by Ca rl 
Schmidt and A. Faberge. Sektion "S t. 
P etersburg" des Internationalen Phil atel­
isten Ve reins " Dresden". (German ) 

Tlt e d ustralian Commonwealth Spec ial ists' 
Catalog ue 1956, ed ited by ]. C. W. 
B rown. The Hawthorne Press, l\1el­
bourne. Gif t of Mr. A. Appleton Lane. 

Stamps in Battledress by J oachim H osang, 
tr anslated by Peter C. Rickenb ack. A 
German Phil atelic Rev iew Publication, 
London, England. 

Muller-111 ark Alt D eutsc!tland unt er der 
Lu pe: Thurn and Ta x is XII/ XIII. Pub­
lished by Ewald Muller-Mark, Berlin­
W es t, Ge rm any. (German) 

Th e Czechoslovak Specialist , Vols. X-XVII. 
Four bou nd volumes. Gift of Mr. 
Frank J . Kova rik. 

Th e Co llectors Note Book, Vols. I and II. 
190+. Gif t of Mr. R. Schamber. 

Th e Stamp Collectors' Fortniglttly , Vol. XI , 
1905-06. Presented by Mr. R. Schamber. 

Th e A 111 erica11 Collect or, Vols. I and II , 
1896. G ift of Mr. R. Schamber. 

A rgentine S tage-Coach S erv ices by C ha rles 
J ewell. Repri nt from " Stamp Co ll ect­
ing". Lbndon. Gift of the au th or. 

T alk s 011 Stamp Collecting-Its Various As­
pects, National, Int erna tional, Historical, 
by 0: . K. D. I\ aigamwalla. Published by 
I\ e\\· Times of Burm a, R angoon. Gif t of 
the autho r. 

S. P. A. Jl/ embers/tip D irectory 1955. G ift 
of l\I r. S. G. Rich. 

Spain No. 1 by E lizabeth C. P ope. Reprint 
from 20th American Philatelic Cong ress 
Book. Gift of the author. 

Classical China by L. F. Livingston. Pub­
lished by Livingston and Mart in , Balti ­
more . .IVI ary land. 

S tamps , Vols. 89-92. H. L . Lindquist, Pub­
lisher, I\ ew York. Four bound volumes. 
Prese nted by the publisher. 

Th e United States One Cen t I ssues of 185 1-
1857 by W . V. Kenworth y and Alfred 
Diamond . Publi shed by The Society of 
Phil ate lic Americans. Gift of th e pub­
li sher. 

M aroc Posi es Francaises by Comte Exelmans 
and Comte 0. P omyers. Editions Yvert 
& T ellier, Amiens. (French ) Gift of 
Mr. Cha rles N eidorf. 

Th e Nationa l G eograpltic Magazin e, l\1ay 
1933. Gift of Mr. H a rry Holman. 

Qu eensland Nume ral Cancellations by H arry 
S. P orter, F. R. P. S. L. The H aw­
th orn e Press, l\!I elbou rne, Australi a. 

V ictoria: Th e Trav elling Post Offices and 
Tlt eir Markings 1865-1912 by J. R. W . 
Purves, F . R. P . S. L. The H awthorne 
Press, Melbourne, Australia. 

V ictoria: 190 1-12 Issu e by ]. R. W. Purves, 
F. R. P. S. L. The H awthorne Press, 
Melbourne, Australia. 

Victoria Half-L engths Study. Robson Lowe, 
Ltd ., London, England. 

L es Timbr es-Foste de Monaco - La S erie 
C!tarles Ill by P aul G. Almasy. Edi­
tions P aris-Mediterranee. (French) 

Ship L ett ers of th e South Pacific by ]. Whit­
sed Dovey, F. R. P . S. L. The Haw­
thorn e Press, Melbourne, Australi a. 

Pales tin e and I srael by J ohn C. W. Field , 
F. R. P. S. L. Reprint from "The Aero 
Field", Sutton Coldfield , England. 

Commonwealth of Australia, Th e Line En­
graved Issu es of 1914, and th e Essays, 
Die and Plate Pr oofs of th e G eo rgian 
1d . by M ajor H. D ormer Legge, T. D. 
Orio Smith & Co., Melbourne, Aus­
tr ali a. 

111 ore Special Postmarks. Francis ]. Field , 
Ltd .. Sutton Co ld fie ld , England. 

L es " 111 ouclt on", L e Classement des " P as­
teur" by Wilfred Bentley and Pierre de 
Lize ray . L e Monde des Philateli sts, 
P a ris. (French) 

L es Oblit era tions du Maroc by G eorges 
Chapier. L a Phil atelie Campinoise, 
Turnhout, Belgium. (F rench ) 

Th e Po stage Stamp Catalogue of P eo ple's 
R epublic of China, 1955. W ah Nan 
Stamp Service, H ong Kong. 

Qantas Aeriana 1920-1954 by E. A. Crome. 
Francis J . Field , Ltd. , Sutton Coldfield, 
England. 

L es P ostales Militair es du M aroc ( 1907-
193 1) by Gaston Tournier. Yvert & Cie., 
Amiens. (French ) 

L es R oulett es de 1893 by Pierre Morel 
d'A rl eux. Cahiers Phil ateliques, P aris. 
(F rench) 
T HE CO L'. ECTORS CLCB PHILATELIST . VOL. XXXV. l\"O . JV 253 



THE CLUBHOUSE 

COMING MEETINGS 

Septe mber 19th 

A Dealer's Vagaries. Sidney F. Barrett. 

October 3rd 

United States , Stampless Covers . Edwin 
Mayer. 

October 17th 

British Commonwea lth, King George VI 
issues. Fred ' k. Kahn . 

November 7th 

Annual Competition for Members. 
La P aste Locale du Maroc by H. Hofstetter 
and others. Yvert & Cie., Amiens. 
(French) 

L es Emissions Locale du Maroc, L ettres de 
Paris by Comte Exelmans. Editions In­
ternationales, T angiers. (French) 

L es Cache ts Postaux de /'Occupation Alle­
mande en NJ oselle 1940-1944 by Charles 
Michel. Editions Metz-Phil atelie, M etz. 
(French) 

Catalo.que des Cachets allemands d'Alsace­
L orrai11e de 1872 a 1918 by the Societe 
des Specialistes en Timbres dits d'Alsace­
Lorraine. (French) 

British Stamps by Patrick Hamilton. Pub­
li sher, Peter Davis, London. 

Jo hn Palm er (of Bath ) Mail Coach Pioneer 
by Charles R. Clear. Published by the 
Postal History Society, London. 

Grandeur et Servitude des Timbr es-Paste des 
T erritories Francais ( L es transforma­
tions non postales) by Henri Janton. 
Published and presented by the author. 
(French) 

Alabama Postal Roads With Maps 1818-
1845, compiled and published by J. H . 
Scruggs, Jr. Gift of the author. 

A lab am a P os tal History , compiled and pub­
lished by J. H. Scruggs, Jr. Gift of the 
author. 

Alabama Steamboats 1819-1869, compiled 
and published by J. H. Scruggs, Jr. Gift 
of the author. 

Th e American Air Jl,fail Catalogue of Air 
L etter Sheets , 1955, edited and published 
by the American Air Mail Society, Al­
bion, Pa. Gift of Mr. L. B. Gatchell. 

Price List of Philatelic Lit erature, June 1956. 
Fritz Billig, Jamaica, N. Y. 

Price List of N ew York Central Railroad 
Cancellations on Unit ed States R evenues. 
Gift of Mr. R. W. Larsen. 

L 'l conografia di Vittorio Emanuele 11, At­
traverso I Fran co bolli 1851-1877 by Gian 
Francesco Giaquili-Ferrini . Florence, 
Ital y. ( Italian) Presented by the author. 

At th e Board of Governors meetings held 
in M ay and June, 1956, the following new 
members were elected: 

4385 Ellen Cass, New York, N. Y. Collects 
Canada, Briti sh Empire. 
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4386 Robert W. DeGroat, New H aven, 
Conn. Collects United States, British 
North America, Netherlands, Airmails. 

4387 Fernan Rodriguez-Gil, Caracas, Vene-
z uel a. Collects Costa Rica, Chile, 
Venez uela. 

4388 Major Adri an E. Hopkins, Bath , Eng-
land. Collects Afghanistan, Hong 
Kong. 

4389 Henry G. Trevor, l\!I exico D. F., Mex­
ico . Collects Mexico. 

4390 Samuel W. Berger, Glen Oaks, N. Y. 
Collects Central Europe. 

4391 Dr. Douglas F. Green, Burlington, Vt. 
Collects Number Ones of the World , 
United States, British North America. 

4392 Durand Taylor, New York, N. Y . Col­
lects British North America, United 
Nations. 

4393 Dr. Robert S. Breakey, Lansing, Mich. 
Collects United States. 

4394 William C. Aichele, Hollister, Calif. 
Collects United States Revenues. 

4395 Joseph Clary, San Francisco, Calif. Col­
lects Western Territorial Markings. 

4396 Louis S. Crosby, Banff, Canada. Col­
lects Prince Edward Island. 

4397 William J. Marsh, W ashington, D. C. 
Collects China, Burma, Ryukyu. 

4398 Morris H. Ludington, Silver Spring, 
Md. Collects Bermuda, Bahamas can­
cellations. 

4399 Robert M . Flinn, Albuquerqu e, N. 
Mex. Collects crash covers. 

4400 Walter Pikula, Detroit, Mich. Col­
lects Trieste, Saar, Germany. 
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AUDI TO R 'S R E P O R T 

The Collectors Club 

Balance Sheet, December 31 , 1955 

ASSETS 

Cash ............. .. ....... . ....... ....... . .. .. ..... ... ...... .. ..... ................ ...... .. .... . 
Deposit with Post Office ......... .......... ............................... ........... . 
House Replacement Fu nd : 

Cash in Trustees' account ............. . ........... ..... ........ . ....... .. .... $ 
Marketable securities .................. .... ..... . ......... . ............. .. . . .. . 

J. Brace Chittenden Memorial Fund : 
Cash .. ... ..... .. ......... ........... ........... . .. .... .... ........... ....... .. .. ... .... . 
Marketable secur it ies .. .... ........... ... ........ .. . .. .................. ...... . 

Life Membership Fund : 
Cash in savings bank ............................. ....... .. ... .. ................ . 

Co llectors Club Fund: 
Cash . .. ....... . ...... . .. .. ........................... .. ... .. .......... ..... . .. ...... ... . 

Fi xed asse ts: 
Club real estate . ..... .. .. ......................... .... .. ....... . .... .... .. .. .. .. . 
Furn iture and equipment .. .. .... ................... ..... .. .............. .. . . 
Lib rary .. ................. ........ .. .... ......... .. . .. ..... ... .... ...... .. ... ....... .. . 

Unexpi red insurance premiums .. .. ................. .. .... ..... .. .. ......... .... .. . 

484.71 
10,368. 19 

111.39 
6,700.00 

65,058.07 
16,458.42 
30,293 .35 

$ 4,406.55 
15 .00 

10,852.90 

6,811 .39 

806.00 

2 ,694.46 

111 ,809 .84 

832.30 

$138,228.44 

LIABILITIES, FUND RESERVES AND SURPLUS 

Liabil ities: 
Federal income and payrol l taxes withheld from employees $ 
Federal insurance contributions payable ... .. ... .... . .. .... .. ....... .. . . 
Dues paid in advance ... .. .. ....... . ................. .. ................... . ... . 

Fund rese rves: 
House Replacement Fund Reserve ....................................... . 
J. Brace Chittenden Memorial Fund ........ . ........... .. ... .......... . 
Life Membership Fund Reserve . ...... ...... . ....... ........ . ............. . 
Co ll ec tors Club Fund Reserve .... .. .... .. . ....... ... ...... ... ........ .... . . 
McCoy Library Fund Rese rve ........... .... ..... .. .. .. .... . .. .. .. .. ..... ... . 

Surp lus ....... . ...... . .......... ... .... .. . ................ ..... .. ....... ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. . . 

INCOME : 

Statement of Operations and Surplus 

For the Year Ended December 31 , 1955 

Dues .. .. ... ........... ......... .. ...................... . ....... .... . . ..... .. ............ $ 
Philatelic Foundati on , rent . ... .. ............. .. ...... .. .. . ... ... .. . .. . ..... . 
Association for Stamp Exhibitions .. ..... .... ............ .......... ..•.... 
Contr ibuti ons , study groups .. ... ............... .. ... .. .. .... . .. .. .. ..... ... . . 
Sa le of C. C. P. handbooks .... ..... .. ...... ..... ..... ........ .............. . 
Mi scellaneous ............. ... .. .............. ..... ........... ... .. ......... .. ..... . 

OPERATING EXPENSES : 

Club ..................... ..... .............. .. ...... ..... .... ....... ... .... .. .......... . 
House ................................ .. .. .. .. .. ......... .. .. . .............. .. ... ... ... . 

Excess of operating expense over income ....... .... .... .... . 
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106.40 
17 .50 

306.97 $ 430.87 

10,852.90 
6 ,811 .39 

806.00 
2,694.46 

500.00 

12,667 .23 
800.00 
400.00 
480.00 
268.40 

17 .79 

9 ,306.28 
6,205.22 

21,664.75 

116, 132.82 

$1 38,228.44 

$ 14,633.42 

15,511.50 

878.08 
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PHILATELIC LITERATU RE 

Over th e years, th e Collectors Club has 

published numerous H andbooks relating to 

almost every field of phil ate ly. Some have 

been sold ou t long ago, now on ly being ob-

tainable at an auc tion sale at prices far above 

th eir origi nal selling price. 

A complete li st of all our Handbooks still 

ava il able can be found on th e INSIDE BACK 

COVER. A recen t check showed that the sup-

ply of some is dwindling fast, and they will 

be out of stock soon , not to be r eprinted. 

Bette r order now what you wish. 
INDIA 

(Continued from Page 242.) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The PAID Markings of th e Jc U.S. Stamp 
of 186r by George W . Linn. Published by 
George W. Linn Co., Sidney, Ohio. 1955. 
10+ pp. with 4 tip- in plates. P aper bound. 
Price $ r .oo. 

Although th e post age stamp is the h ard co re 
of philately, increasing interes t in comp ara­
tively r ecent yea rs h as gone beyond this. Can­
cell ations and postal markings have become 
very popular, especially th e old er ones on 
U nited States stamps. This booklet trea ts in 
ove r 100 pages just one type of marking on a 
single st amp . This demonstrates how intense 
specializi ng has become, and what a collector 
can do w ith one slight phase of th e gener al 
picture in what is lumped toge ther as phi­
lately. 

It is to be expected that , as people special­
ize intently, th ey will discover that m any of 
th e stand ard past writings either have not 
covered a cer t ain field comprehensively, o r if 
they did, much of th e information needs cor­
rection. George W. Linn mentions specifi­
cally the " H erst-Z aresk i" book on " 19th Cen­
tury Uni ted States Fancy Cancell ations" th a t 
has had a following in this co untry. In thi s 
book's listing of about 90 different types of 
PAID cancell ations, Mr. Linn has been able 
to id entify only 12. F urthermore, th e most 
common PAID cancel is not mentioned in 
th e afo rementioned book. Since we have 
hea rd from oth er competen t stud ents of ea rly 
U . S. cancell ations si mil ar critical views of 
th e " H erst-Z areski " book , thi s possibly will 
stimulate others to cover 19th century U. S. 
fa ncy cancell ations more fu lly and more ac­
curate ly by a piecemeal process. Perh aps col­
lectors now have to re fer to th e " Herst­
Zareski" book w ith a ll its faults, because it 
is the only co mprehensive one avail able. 

l\1r. Linn certainly has done a complete, 
competent job. H e always is at his best 
when he does this kind of research. His book 
writ ten yea rs ago on the Sonora issues of 
Mexico h as stood up as a model for this type 
of specialty writing. It is only when he 
dabbles in all aspects of philately, especially 

as an edi tori al w riter, th at he often goes 
astray. But given a specialty he knows and 
collects, he is at his best. 

Furthermore, one should r ead specialized 
books like this one, even if he m ay not col­
lect the field, for the reason that the reader 
will find statements written that go way be­
yond the immediate specialty. W e enjoyed 
~eading this book because of the way the 
author displayed his treatment of cancella­
tion s. One may collect cancels of another 
period and a different country. Nevertheless, 
he may find Linn 's method of classification 
applicable and practical with all cancellations. 
Also one always finds sound phila t ·:.l ic com­
mon sense expressed by an exper ienced phi­
latelist. In this connection every one should 
pond er on Mr. Linn 's fin al sentence· 

"Condition conscious coll ectors never can 
be stud ents." 

How tru e! The condition conscious col­
lector seems to be nothing but a fussy per­
son, who frets so much over his stamps th at 
he seldom seems to derive any genuin e plea­
sure out of st amp coll ecting. 

Phil ately of the United States is a vast 
field. If each specialist can cover his interes t 
as well and thoroughly as Mr. Linn h as done 
in this book, th en wi thin time the sum total 
of all speciali sts' studies w ill amount to com­
plet ion. W e wish others would follow Linn's 
example by making th e praiseworthy effort of 
recording their know ledge. Because Mr. 
Linn is a practical printer and a keen col­
lector, we hope to see more fine contribu­
tions from th is well-know n stamp newspaper 
publisher. (H . M. G.) 

Th e United States One Cent Issu es of 1851-
57, A Primer For the Identification of the 
Types and Varie ties by W aldo V. K enworthy 
and Alfred Diamond. 24 pp. Illustrated. 
Paper bou nd. Published by The Society of 
Phil a telic Americans, S. G. Rich Sales A gent, 
P. 0. Box B., Verona, N. J. Price $1.00. 

The Society of Philatelic Americans 1s to 
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be congratul ated for publishing this most use­
ful and intelligent booklet on these difficult 
stamps. By trea ting each portion of the de­
sign as a unit and using enlarged drawings to 
illu str ate their characteristics, the differences 
between the va rious types become cl ea r and 
readily und erstand able. The use of this book­
let by any intelligent collector should enable 
him to identify accura tely almost any rc 1851-
57 st amp he may run ac ross. The discussion 
and illustrations are more detailed than in 
th e specialized ca t alogue, but by no means as 
technica l as J\llr. A shbrook 's monumental two 
volume work. 

Booklets such as this should induce many, 
who have shi ed away from our ea rly issues 
as too complicated , to venture into this field. 

More primers of thi s so rt are in order, and 
we hope for th e production of more booklets 
such as this one . (Pf/. S. Boggs) 

Th e P ostal Districts of Mexico, Part I. 1956. 
Written and published by Abraham Odfjell. 
99 multilith ed pages, 9 x IO, paper bound, 
limited ed ition of 200 copies. Available 
through H. L. Lindquist Publications, 153 
Waverly Pl ace, l\ ew York .J. , N. Y. $5 .00. 

Philatelic writing, in many respects, is a 
losing proposition. A wo rthwhile a rticle or 
book t akes a g reat deal of time and energy, 
usually being one of the end results of years 
of study. From the financial viewpoint, it 
more frequently th an not involves an expense. 
Even the resulting prestige, if any, is, in most 
cases, limited in scope and of a non-profes­
sion al nature. T aking all of these things into 
consideration, it is clear that the student of 
any country owes a considerable debt to those, 
whose writings have ad ded to the interes t of 
his selected specialty. 

Mr. Odfjell is one of th ese dedicated phi­
l atelists. A tabula tion of his various articles 
would make an imposing list. Howeve r , he 
has probably been most prolific in his writings 
on M exican st amps. Knowing of his special 
interes t in M exican hi story and its effect on 
the postal sys tem, it is not su rprising th at he 
should have produced th e present work de­
voted entirely to post al history. 

The postal sys tem of Mexico from 1856-
1883 was probably unique. The country was 
divid ed into post al districts, each containing 
a head office, usually the chief city in the 

district. Each head office, in turn , was in 
ad mini strative charge of th e smalle r sur­
rounding offices w ithin its particular district. 
Du ring the above period , the post al regul a­
ti ons required each head office to overprint 
the name of th e post al district on the stamps 
rece ived for sa le in that district. Conse­
quently , the coll ector of M ex ican st amps is 
inva ri ab ly led into a collection of various dis­
trict usages, many of which a re sca rce enough 
to chall enge th e most energetic st amp hunter. 
Furthermore, th e collecto r of ea rly J\ll ex ican 
stamps is blessed by th e presence of a g rea t 
variety of interes ting and colorful postmarks. 

This combin ati on of postal d istricts and 
co lorful postm ar ks will lead th e curious, as 
it did Mr. Odfj ell , into a close r study of th e 
geography and hi sto ry of th e cou ntry. In 
his work, Mr. Odfjell has divided th e cou n­
try into postal districts. H e th en sets forth 
a brief su mm a ry of th e hi; to ry of each he ad 
offi ce, its popul a tion , climate, industry and 
asso rted interes t ing anecdotes with respect 
th ere to. Similar treatment on a smaller sca le 
is th en acco rd ed to each sub-office within th e 
postal district. The whole is th en seasoned 
,,·ith various phi latelic references. The 
author has obtained most of hi s st a ti stica l 
dat a from the scarce but comprehensive " Dic­
cionario of 1888" of Don Antonio Garcia 
C ub as . This is supplemented by expe riences 
drawn from his own tr avels. For th e phila­
telic dat a, he h as relied on hi s O\\·n knowl edge 
and th e wo rks of various st andard authori­
ti es . 

Its usefulness to th e specialis t is obv ious. 
J\ll any of the towns discussed can no longer 
be found on maps currently avai lable. Name 
changes have been plentiful , and some post­
offices have undoubtedly passed into oblivion. 
Th e r a rity of many postm arks becomes more 
apparent-a remote hacienda or obscu re min­
in g town, inh ab ited primarily by illiterate 
Indians, cann ot be expected to h ave produced 
a large volume of correspondence . 

From th e technical v iewpoint, th e book con­
tai ns a noticeable number of typographical 
erro rs. This is perhaps to be expected in a 
work filled with names like I xmiquilpan or 
Tlatlanquitepec. Due allowance must also 
be made for th e fact th at the wo rk is written 
in English and based largely on references 
w ritten in Spani sh, neither of w hich is Mr. 
Odfjell's native tongue. 
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The work bears the puzzling annotation 
" P a rt I ". Since it appears to be reasonably 
complete in its subject matter , one wonders 
what additional data are planned for subse­
quent parts. No hint is given in the text. 

This work is not one for the collector, who 
is so lely inte rested in stamps. Th e speci ali st 
with an interes t in the country, the collector 
of postmarks of the various Mexican towns 
and ci ti es, the postal historian-all these will 
find much to repay them therein. (J ohn K . 
Bas It ) 

T!t e United States Five C ent Stamps of 1856-
r86 r by H enry W. Hill. 76 p.p. Illustrated. 
Cloth bound. Available from J. Fox, 173 
Tulip Av e., Floral Park , N. Y. Price $8.50. 

F or a period of a yea r or more, advertise­
ments appea red regularly in various stamp 
publications, offering to purchase, or request­
ing th e loan of m argin and multiple pieces of 
th e 5 ce nt stamps of 1856 to 186r. These 
adve rti se ments were sponso red by Mr. Henry 
W. Hill. His own previous accumulations, 
hi s constant continu ed purchases throughout 
th e world, plus the material made avail able 
by inte rested students, placed Mr. Hill in the 
envi abl e position of being able to make this 
fine compilation of outstanding material 111 a 
hand so mely bound book, magnificently and 
profusely illustr a ted. 

The book deals with th e uses of th e five 
cent stamps both within th e limits of the 
U nited States and to foreign cou ntries, combi­
nat ion uses with oth er values of th e 1851-
1857 issue, unusual cancell ations and also dis­
cusses th e possibilities of th e r econstructi on 
of the t\\·o plates of the 5 cent st amp s. 

The a rduous t ask of compil a tion in thi s 
one volum e of so much mate ri al, will be most 
" ·elco me to future stud ents, because as th e 
years roll on, research materi al of the early 
Uni ted States issues appea rs to become 
scarce r and sca rce r. Thus th e author h as 
made a fine permanent reco rd. 

i\II r. Hill has made a great effort to reco n­
struct th e plate, know n as No. r , from which 
th e imperfo rate st amps were printed. How­
eve r, he st ates in the introduction , that in his 
op inion , the reconstruction may never be ac­
complished, because of the lack of definite 
plating marks. In the reconstruction of a 
plate of 200 subjects, definite plating re-

quires a la rge supply of material in multiple 
pieces. It would appear th at such a supply of 
the five cent stamps from the first plate both 
imperforate and perforated is not available, 
although a number of fairly large-si ze perfo­
rated pieces a re known. Time will tell. It 
may be th at th e reconstruction of the fir st 
plate someday may be acco mplished. 

Th e challenge of the reconstruction of the 
second pl a te of the five cent stamps is being 
more eage rly approached by interested stu­
dents. Some yea rs ago, as stated in the Hill 
book , identification of the six reliefs ( with 
pe rh aps some modifi ca tion s) had been accom­
plished and with thi s substantial start, pre­
limina ry work on this plate is now proceed­
ing. Undoubtedly the reconstruction of this 
plate will be comple ted. 

When a book , such as thi s appears, it cre­
ates consider abl e inte res t and oftentimes it 
brings forth mate ri a l not previously known, 
or which had not properly been considered , 
beca use th e re had been no clear se tting forth 
of th e fac ts ga th ered in a compil ation such 
as this. It is hoped th a t as new mate ri al is 
brought to th e a ttention of the author, he 
will at a later date publi sh an ad denda or 
rev ision of his book, and perh aps at the sa me 
time correct th e few error s which now ap­
pea r. (A1 or timer L. N eink en). 

National Currency Stamps of C!tina by 
Willi am E. Jon es. Published by the Author, 
Wellington St., H ong K ong. 25p. Price ?. 

The purpose of this book is to try to fill the 
gap in definite in fo rm ation between th e end 
of :\Ia 's "Catalogue of th e Stamps of China", 
now long out-of-print, and th e author 's work 
on "The Gold and Silver Currency Stamps 
of China". It has been written as a com­
panion to the latter book. 

An attempt has been made to price th e ma­
jority of the stamps, in terms of th e Hong 
Kong Dollar , and , based on the market pre­
vailing in Hong Kong in 1955. 

In th e foreword Mr. Jones expresses his 
thanks to l\!Ir. Chiu Chee Weun , one of the 
g:rea t stud ents of modern Chinese philately. 

The book provides a checklist of all knowll! 
surcha rged and definitive issues from Septem­
ber 19.J.5 to 19+8, when the Chinese National 
currency became so inflated that it was super­
ceded by th e gold yuan. The numbers given 
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by J ones are accompanied by th e Stanley G ib­
bo ns Ca ta logue's numbers fo r identification 
purposes. There is a section dealing with th e 
milit ary posts and illu str ations of the types 
of post ma rks used by it . 

This book is inv aluable for th e stud ent of 
mode rn C hin ese philately. Your reviewer 
si ncerely hopes th a t llr. Jones will keep up 
the good ,,·o rk th at thi s and its co mp anion 
vo lume have so bril liantly st a rted. (H . D . 
S. H .) 

B olafli'.< C at alogo rlei Francobolli I taliani. 
1956. 1st Edition. Giulio Bolaffi, edi tor. 
Publi shed by Societa Cu ltur ale Opere Tipo­
grafiche, Turin , Italy. 264 pp. plus Index 
and +8 page Introduction in It ali an, Spanish , 
German and E nglish. Cloth Bound. Price 
$1.75 . 

With few exceptions, this magaz ine 's policy 
is to fo rego reviews of th e custom a ry, com­
mercia l, priced sta mp catalog. This first edi­
t ion of a new I tali an cat alog is one of the 
exceptions. because it cont ains a number of 
usefu l features beyond the routine ca talog 
prici ng and list ing. 

The fir st sec tion of thi s book treats fully 
all the issues of It aly proper. The second 
section is a simpli fied lis ting by se ts on ly of 
th e " Italian Area" stamps. This includes 
former colonies, ter ritories, Vatican C ity and 
occupation iss ues. 

Those features th a t we view as u nusu al 
are: 

I ) each stamp is numbered by th e co rre­
sponding numbers in the five leading ca talogs 
of the world-Scott, Gibbons, Michel, Zum­
stein and Yvert & T ellier. 

2) th e " K ey to th e Catalogue" is given 
in four languages including English. 

3) th e tex t notes, alth ough all in Itali an , 
a re relatively complete. Along " ·ith many 
illustr a tions, one not conversant in It ali an wi ll 
enco unter little troubl e because of th e lan­
guage barrier. 

+) it has highly specialized listings and 
often illustrations of covers, forgeries , can­
cell a tions and oth er informative data . 

5) pages 199-200 h ave a t abulation of the 
quantiti es issued of all Itali an comm emor a­
tive stamps. 

We have seen many specialized cat alogs 
from Italy, but none in our opinion, equals 
th e genera l co mpe tent st and ards se t by Bo­
laffi . W e look fo rw a rd to th e promised next 
ed ition wh en the st amps of the " It alian 
Area" will be treated in specialized r ath e r 
th an simplifi ed form. (H. M. G.) 

Channel l slands-France Mail S ervices, 1683-
1939 by Will iam Newport. Published by the 
C hann el Island s Specialists' Socie ty, L ond on. 
2op. $ 1.00. 

Since th e fo rm ation of the Channel I slands 
Specialists' Society in 1950, study of th e postal 
hi story has produced so much ne,,· in fo rm a­
tion th a t th e compiling of a comprehensive 
handbook on th e Ch ann el Islands is now pos­
sible. Because of th e costs involved , it has 
been dec id ed th at publication shall t ake place 
in section s ove r a period of abou t two yea rs. 
Each part will be co mpl ete in itself. 

This booklet dea ls with th e markings ap­
plied to letters passi ng between th e C hannel 
I slands and France. There is no discussion 
of th e st amps th emselves. 

There is no doubt tha t thi s work will be 
beneficial to those stud ents of the post al 
markin gs of both Great Brita in and France, 
whose inclina tion lies in this highly special­
ized fie ld. As a refere nce work it is valu able. 

The type is clear and easi ly read able. The 
stock is of good quality. W e hope th a t the 
following sections ,,·ill be as well produced . 
l\!Iany oth er specialist soc ieti es ,,·ould do \\'ell 
to fo ll ow the lead here established. The book 
is a credi t to both th e au thor and the society. 
(H. D .S. H .) 

F ezzan, A ir S tamps by Sebastiao Ama ral, 
Belo H o rizonte, Brazil. 1 I pp. Paper Cover. 
Privately circulated. 

This small booklet upon a comparatively 
unknown few issues of st amps occasioned by 
wartim e conditions in No rth Africa during 
th e las t W orld W ar proves exceptionally use­
fu l becauses it cove rs in English st amps th a t 
interes t in particul a r , the air m ail , th e French 
and Itali an Coloni al specialists. This re­
viewer h ad seen th ese st amps, unused copies 
and also some used on covers, but was able 
to lea rn little about them. They are listed 
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FIPEX 

( Co nt inued fro m P age 216.) 

by P resident E isenhowe r and sent by him to 
the Associa ti on fo r Stamp Exhibiti ons, Inc., 
sponso rs of what is fa mili a rly kn own as 
F IPEX-the Fifth Intern a tional Phil a telic 
Exh ibi tion. 

The F IPE X organize rs, largely present 
and re tired business execu tives, have pre­
pared a spectacle w hich th ey anticipa te w ill 
lure to the Coliseu m visitors who w ill see th e 
" ·o ri el 's r ares t st amps and th e more humble 
iss ues-in th e phraseology of M r. E isen­
hon-e r, " powerf ul object lessons in th e ete rn al 
hunge r of men for knowledge and news abo ut 
th eir fellow men." 

F IPEX has th e support not alone of th e 
Pres id ent. The State D epartm ent invited all 
th e fr ee-world land s to particip ate. M ore 
TH E COLLECTORS CL U B PHI LATEL IST , VOL . XXXV , N
than sixty Gove rnments r esponded by provid­
ing displays of th eir ea rl ie r and present-day 
pos t al wa res, w hich a re being d ispl ayed on 
th ousands of fr ames in th e Coliseum. Some 
of th e nations sent also diplom atic officials. 
One of th e main award s is a silve r cup spon­
so red by P ostm as te r G eneral Arthur E . Sum­
mer fie ld , and th e P ost Office D epartment is 
releas in g four commemora tives-a st amp, a 
souvenir sheet, an embossed airmail stamped 
envelope and a pos tca rd. 

Wh at is go ing on in th e Col ise um may well 
help, in th e words of Presid ent E isenhowe r, 
to rouse th e American people " to w ork fo r 
th a t golden day w hen a climate of peace and 
goodw ill " shall be achi eved among na ti ons." 

Many a dedicated phil atelist saw the inter-
national goodw ill evid ent 111 F IPEX. 

( !\ex t page, please. ) 
and priced in seve ral European catalogs, and 
in th e " Sanabri a Air P ost Cata logue" in thi s 
count ry. But outsid e of indicating by high 
prices th at many of these Fezzan a ir mail 
st amps mu st be scarce, other pe r tinent dat a 
see ms to have been lacking. 

Th erefo re, thi s worthy little effort suppli es 
th e specialist w ith much missing in fo rm ation. 
It is thi s type of pamphlet-and fo rtun a tely 
phil ately produces many-that g reatly aids in 
add ing to ou r sto re of phil atel ic in fo rm ation. 
(H . M. G.) 

Trident I ssues of th e U krain e, P art I V , P o­
rlo lia and Pos tal S tati onery by C . W. R oberts. 
Pu blished by th e Author, Illminster , Somer­
se t, G rea t Brita in. Edition Limited to 2 50 

cop ies . 7 Pl a tes, 39p. Price 12/ 6 ($ 1.75) . 

T his fou rth sect ion of th e valu abl e hand ­
boo k on the T rident issues of th e U kraine 
mai ntai ns the standards of schola rship es tab­
lished in the preced ing wo rks. The pl ates a re 
clear and useful. The va rious types a re tabu­
lated " ·ith the stamps upon which th ey have 
been fou nd. 

Tt may be, pe rh aps, quibbling to st ate th at 
th e rev ien-e r somewh at disag rees w ith th e 
principl e of devoting valu abl e space to long 
desc ri ptions of th e types wh en th e pl ates 
th emselves a re so clea r. This is especially 
t r ue of th e long descr ip tions g iven to th e 
fa lse tr ident overpri nts. W e have long main-

t ain ed tha t good knowledge of the genu ine 
makes a length y, de t ail ed descr ip tion of th e 
fa lse bo th unnecessa ry and , indeed, somewh at 
pedantic. 

The auth or is to be congratul ated upon his 
cove rage of th e post al st ationery. This im­
portant section of th e postal histo ry of all 
countries has too long been dismissed w ith 
but a few sentences. It is imposs ible to make 
a compl ete cove rage of the fi eld of st amp 
coll ecting w ith out consid ering the post al st a­
tionery. W e a re pl eased to see th a t a la rge r 
and la rge r number of students a re coming to 
thi s w ay of thinking. 

This book is extremely valuabl e for th e 
Ru ss ian spec ialist . The student of the st amps 
of th e Ukrain e defi nitely needs it. For no­
wh ere else in th e English language can the 
informa tion be fo und th at is contained in this 
book. (H. D. S . H .) 

B ritish If/ est l nrlies S tudy C ircle Bullet in, 
now 111 its th ird year, has taken on a " new 
look" . Th is in fo rm ative qu arte rly conta ins 
a rticles on th e st amps and pos tal hi sto ry of 
these I slands. A mong oth er fea tures it in­
cl udes a " w ants" section and "opinions" serv­
ice . The Bulletin w ill be of inte res t to col­
lecto r s of th ese Briti sh Colonies. 

In fo rm ati on rega rding this publica ti on can 
be obta in ed from: H on. Sec re t a ry, P . T. 
Saunde rs, 1 W ell esley Cour t, Maida V ale, 
Londo n, W. 9, E ngland. 
O. IV 
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C. W . BRAZER 

(Continued from P age 2!0.) 

ma rks. Often he was an exhibitor. H e was 
so devoted to his Essays and Proofs that he 
see med to wish to speak for hours upon them 
,,-ithout pause. 

Some years back und er th e late Alfred F. 
Lichtenstein 's regime, Dr. Braze r was C hair­
man of th e Pro gram Committee of this Club. 
H e in stituted a practice th at for some unex­
pl a in ed reason , hi s successo rs did not main­
tain. Clarence Braze r had a rr anged th at the 
fr ames in ou r Exhibit H all always had 
st amps on display, usually supplied by some 
specialty group. This proved not only popu­
la r, but demonstrated th e ma rk of a phil atelic 
club. l\ll any resident members wo uld like to 
see thi s practice rev ived as an important 
community se rvice of thi s Club. 

C la rence Braze r \\·as a prolific writer most­
ly on th e proofs and essays of th e United 
States' st amps. If it is true th a t th e \vrit­
ten word lives, then the name Braze r should 
not be forgotten in philately. H e pioneered, 
as it w ere, in this field of th e a rtistic produc­
tion of stamps. He thoroughly und erstood 
th e art of engraving and brought into phi­
lately a r eali za tion of the essenti al role of th e 
eng rave r. Being an architect by profess ion, 
no one w as bette r qu alifi ed to expla in th e a rt 
and sc ience of this work. 

Mr. Brazer was an exceed ingly proud man. 
It was hi s great pride th at often ca used him 
to be mi sunderstood by oth ers. Like a ll of 
us, he had his fa ults. But these were fa r 
outweighed by hi s g re at contributions. Our 
knowled ge of United States stamps is pro-
BACK NUMBERS OF THE COLL
Due to a great demand for back numbers

longe r ava il able. A li st of th ose on h and ap
in this number. 

Many back numbers on this list a re in v
still being in stock. Anyone planning to fill in

THE COL
founder tod ay because of a handful of stu­
dents who m ade th ei r knowledge ava ilable. 
Among this small group was Clarence W. 
Brazer. His voice has been stilled forever. 
But his writings rem ain to be re ad and 
studi ed by succeeding genera tions. L et us 
not dismiss Brazer's writings nor regard 
them lightly. A postage stamp is a compl ex 
matter, far more th an a small piece of paper 
stuck upon mail. Clarence W . Brazer 
brought to our attention the technical prob­
lems involved in the c reation of a postage 
sta mp. W e believe th a t through his \\"ritings 
he " ·ill be with us for a long, long time, per­
haps rightly bearing th e name, " l\11 r. Essay­
Proof" . 

Some brief mention should be mad e of 
C la rence Brazer's non-phil atelic career. For 
many yea rs, he had been a flouri shing a rchi­
tect. This writer was privileged to rece ive 
from Mr. Brazer a few yea rs ago a handsome 
colored plate booklet displ ay ing his architec­
tur al achievements with churches, office build­
in gs and ornate homes. He was an "old 
school" a rchitect, so th at wh en th e modern 
ca me in wi th its accent upon economy and 
function , Clarence Brazer found him self un­
able to refo rm. His st aunch id eals for beauty 
remained steadfast . H e was su premely dedi­
cated to his style. Facing a diminishing de­
mand, he th en turn ed to his hobby and made 
stamps hi s profession. But many of th e build­
ings he had designed still sta nd as fi ne ex­
amples of a certain school of American archi­
tecture. Thus one can see wi th his train­
ing and talent why l\tlr. Brazer turned to th e 
art and crea tion of stamps as his consumin g 
interes t . 
Through ou r \\·ork , our cont ac ts " ·ith oth er 
phil a teli sts from here and abroad, each of us 
in our small \\"ay tried to carry out the senti­
ments of this co untry's leader. We think 
th at w e succeeded. So now on to a better 
SIPEX in 1966! Please notice that we did 
not say "b igge r" . But phil ately has a fin e 
gro up of fo llowers all over the world. It is 
E
 
p

e
 

L

insp irin g to h ave th em and/ or their wonder­
ful st amp collections come to this country 
every decade o r so . L et us not fall into th e 
common journ alistic mistake of me asuring 
success by qu antity. A better gauge is 
quality, and th e stamps shown at FIPEX 
far outshon e th e a ttendance or the publicists 
\\"h o exagge r ated th e sid eshow 's sales. 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
of this magazine, m any old issues are no 
ears on P age II with th e adve rtisements 

ry short supply, only one or two copies 
his file should check this and o rd er now. 
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World's Largest 
Catalogue 

Lis t s and Prices over 16.000 set s from 1900 t o date. 
Thi s is the mos t richly illustrated and beautifully 
p1·in t ed Catalogue publish ed anywhere. A mus t f o r 
t he well informed collector who wish es to k eep up 
with the times. 
Spec ial sections for Rotary, U. N., F. D . A. and 
U. P. U. issu es , Packet s. Albums a nd Accessories. MINT 20th CENTURY SETS Sent on r eceipt of 50c to cover handling 

and mailing cost s. 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
W e are one of the world's largest supplier s of N ew 
Iss ues from eve ry corner of the globe. Our repre­
sentat ives in 83 countri es in sure that you will re­
ce ive comple t e cove rage and prompt service. Not 
only r eg ular issues but Provi s ionals and the most 
unu sual mate r ial can be yours at t h e most attractive 
pri ces . 
Our N ew Issu e In formation Bulletin w ill be sent 
upon requ est. 

OUR BUYING DEPARTMENT 
YOU CAN SELL TO US 

Any kind o f unused or u sed 19th or 20th Century 
stamps o f ANY COUNTRY, large collections, lots, 
and a ccumula tion s . W e guarantee your satisfaction 
\Vith our pro mpt and Jiberal offers and immediate 
pay m e nt. Send your m ate rial to u s with your ask­
in g price o r !'€quest our offe r. Your material will 
be h eld in tact pe ndin g your a ccepatnce of our offer. 
W e w ill travel to in spect large and importan t 
holdings. 

GENERAL STAl\I P CO. 
L. TANKEL, Prop. 

100 Nassau St., New York 38 , N. Y. 
T

You'll like 
Scott's SPECIALTY ALBTJMS 

TH IS C REA T series of 24 loose leaf albums and sets 
of pages provides spaces fo r every major-nu m­

ber stamp in the Scott Catalogue . Idea l for the col ­
lector who wants to mount a col lection coveri ng a 
group of favorite countries, or the who le worl d , in 

the finest space-print­
ed albums made . 

Fo r a fu ll list of t he 
spec ia lty A lbums , see 
the adver t ising pages at 
t he back of the Scott 
Ca talog u e . C urre n t 
Supplements may be 
pu rchased separately. 

Please order today from your dealer 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
l eadi11g Pli ilatelic Publisliers since 1 86 7 

461 Eighth Ave., New York 1, N. Y. 
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SANABRIA 
for the air stamps 

of the world : 

*EARLY 

* RECEI\"T Al\"D 

* THOSE •ro COlU E 

Al so 

* ~E·w ISS UES OF THE 

BR I TISH C O;\li\J OI\" , VEALTH 

Free bookl e t 

NICOLA§ §ANABRIA CO., INC. 
A. :uell:""'·:.1r, Pres. 

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 , N . Y. 
Stamps f o•· Sale ~ ~ ~ 
WE CAN BE O·F SERVICE TO YOU 

For mor e than n quarter of a Century, COLLECTO RS, DEALERS, TRUST COMPANIES 
and EXECUTORS OF ESTATES h ave con sulted u s regar ding the conversion of Philatelic 
Properties in to CASH. 

IF YOU WANT TO SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION 
we ca n offer ea rly da t es and attractive terms. Expert superv ision of all m ate rial by an 
experienced P h ilatelic Auctioneer . Liberal adva n ces pending sa le. Co mprehensive in surance 
a n d Holmes Electric Protection safeguards your property while in our possession. Our Catalog 
di stribu tion is world-wide. 

OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE 
successf ully p la ces Collections, Stocks and R a rities where this m ethod is preferred. 

IMMEDIATE CASH IS WAITINC . 
for t h e outrigh t p u rchase of suitab le mat erial r egard less of a m ount. 

Our Advice, Backed by 30 Years Experience in the Stamp Trade, is at Your Disposal 
Information Ch eer fully Given 

IRWIN HEUUAN~ INC. 

Servi!lg American Philately Since 1 92 6 

l WEST 46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

ROOM 708 £ Tel.: J U 2-2393 

! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~• 
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U. P. U. ••SPECIMEN"" STAMPS 
Many Items Are Now Available From The 

Aden Fiji 
Antigua Gambia 
Argentina Gibraltar 
Ascension Gold Coast 
Barbados Great Britain 
Basutoland Grenada 
Bolivia Guate mala 
British Guiana Hondu ras 
British Honduras Iraq 
British Solomons Italy 
Cape Juby Ken ya & Uganda 
Cayman Liechte nstein 
Ceylon Malta 
Chile Mauritius 
Colombia Montserrat 
Costa Rica ( ** ) New He brides 
Cuba Nicaragua 
Cyprus Nigeria 
Dominican Republic North Borneo 
Falkland Islands Northern Rhodesia 

Following Countries . 
Nyassaland 
Papua 
Paraguay 
Peru 
St. Helena 
Sarawak 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Somaliland Prot. 
Spain 
Spain in Morocco 
Straits Settlements, 

various states 
Swa:z:ieland 
Tonga 
Trans-Jordan 
Turks & Caicos 
Virgin Islands 
Zan:z:ibar 

(**) To our May 1956 list of current bulletins available free to membe rs add - * COSTA 
RICA, ~ pecialist mate ri a l on ly, and * SUMMER SPEC IALS, Mexico and Uruguay. 

RICHARD N. CONE, 606 West Liberty Street, Vermilion, Ohio, U. S. A. 
HUGH M. CLARK FRENCH COLONIAL POSTAL STATIONERY COLLECTION 
We decided to offer this group intact, as it would be a shame to break it up. 
777 va rieties , with all the Colon ies represented , from the Formula cards 
through the envelopes , cards, wrappers , etc ., 5 pieces used , all in very fine 
cond ition. It would be difficult to assemble such a collection today, as ma ny 
of the items in th is collection are very elusive. 80 % to 90 % complete , we 
can recommend this co llection highl y. Cat. by Ascher , which is almost 30 
years old , at well over one thousand marks . 

AN EXCELL ENT INVESTM EN T AT .... ............ .. ...... NET $ 300.00 

MEXICO·: we have just negotiated the purchase of the collection and stock 
of Al bert Smith of Mexico. Combined with the Mitchell & Clark material , 
th is unquestionably gives us the larges t holding of postal stationery of this 
interesting country, in existence . If you are interested in this group, or con ­
temp lati ng a new field , let us tell you what is available . 

HIGGIN§ & GAGJE, I ncorjp>orated 
23 No. Santa Anita , Pasadena, California 
THE CO LLECTORS CLUB PH ILATEL IST. VOL. XXXV , NO. I V VII 



the finest auction catalogues 
in the world 
are provided by 

ROBSON LOWE Ltd. 

SPECIALIZED STAMP SALES in L ondon ( W ednes­
days . several times a month ) comp r ise Great Brit­
a in , Briti sh Empire a nd Foreign material of the 
highest quality. The British Empire and Foreign 
sales arc ofte n sub-divided into continents or g roups 
of coun tri es (o r even single countries) and the cata­
logues are arranged in such a way that the m ax i­
mum appea l is made to those buyers who are in­
tel'es ted in a ny particular group. Outstanding sa les 
arc covered by s pecial Handbook catalogues w h ich 
ofte n become va lua ble works of r eference. 

POSTAL HIS T OR Y A UCTIO NS in Lon don (Wednes­
days, five or s ix times a year) include all kinds of 
mater ia l o f phi latel ic inte res t such as pre-stamp 
covers, o ld letters, ship letters, can cellations, postal 
station e ry , etc. The catalogues, with comprehens ive 
descripti ons , are uniqu e of the ir kind and contain 
mu ch to in te rest any student of this branch of 
p hilate ly. 

GENERAL SALES at Bou rnem outh (Saturdays­
once a m onth ) comprise mate rial of a general na­
ture: co llections (Whole Wor ld , British Empire and 
F oreign ), mixed lots , collections by countries, single 
item s . etc. 

CATALOGUE SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR THE 
NEW SEASON 

a r e n ow du e 

All catalogues despatched to subscribers include 
prices reali sed the last sale of the same category­
{. e. Pos tal Hist o ry catalogues contain prices realised 
fo r t he mos t recent P ostal His tory Auction. 

G reat B r itain Sp ecia lized 
British E m pi re Speciali zed 
For eig n S p ecialized ·-···-···­
P ostal History A u ction s 

Ai rma il 
S ubscription 

North & 
South 

Am erica 

$5 .00 
$7.50 
$5 .00 
$5.00 

All Lon don Sales ..................... .. . $20 .00 
$7.5 0 

$25.00 
Bourne m ou t h Gen era l Sales ... . 
All Lo n don and Bourn em ou t h 

Inla nd/ 
Seamail 

S ubscription 
U. S. or 

Can a da 

$1.50 
$1.50 
$1.50 
$1.50 
$3. 75 
$1. 50 
$4.50 

I ndicate th e service you requil'e. Attach your re mi t­
tance. Write your name and add ress . 

a n d post to 

ROBSON LOWE Ltd. 

50 Pall Mall , London , S. W. 

B USY BUYER'S S ERV ICE-this special " pin-point" 
system is essen tial t o those who are too busy to 
look through t he forty-five cata logues each year. 
Full details are obtainable from: Marion Lowe, 
R obson Lowe L td ., Granville Chambers, Richmond 
Hill . Bournemouth. H a nts. 
VIII THE COLL
For 

Philatelic Literature 

Offerings 

See 

Inside Back Cover 
At Your Service 
For All 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
PHILATELIC 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERIORS 

PORTRAITS or 
CANDIDS 

ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 
(Photographer fo r the 

Collectors Club Philatelist.) 

832 Eighth Avenue 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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SPECIA LIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 
oi choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Covers 

.Jluction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 W ate r Street Boston 9 , Mass. 
!J am, eager to buy better 

grade 8tamps and Collectt.ons 

' for my ·:J[-1" m a.ii 8ales. 

JULIARD 
Narberth , Penna. 
T H E COL LECTORS CLU B P HI LAT EL IST, VO L. XXXV, N
FOR 

e~ 
f)uU!la 
WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
WE SP ECIALIZE IN 

AMC 

ISRAEL 

POLAND 

TRIESTE 

VATICAN CITY 

New Price Lists. Just Out. 
Write for your free copy. 

MANY, i\IANY MORE I NTER ESTI NG 
I TEMS IN STOCK. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED ? 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
116 Nassau Stl'eet, New Yol'k 3 8 , N. Y . 

A SDA-Coll ectors Club 

S . L . DA YER , P ro1>. 
O. JV IX 



PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
(2500 to 3500 Lots each ) 

and 

MAIL SALES 
( 6000 to 7000 Lots each ) 

CONDUCTED MONTHLY 

Richly Illustrated Catalogs Free. 

Publish ers of 

Mercury §tarn p Journal 
editnl by EDWIN MUELLER 

Last Issue 25c, Older Sample Copy I Oc. 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Avenue (at 44th St. ) 

New York 36, N. Y. 
Te l e uh o nt•s ~I Urrny Hill 2 -7106 and 2-GSl'7G 
Cable A clclress : JUERCS 'l'AJUP NEWYORR 
AUCTION SALES 

of Rare and Valuable 

B•·itish North 
Ame•·i~a 

and other Postage Stamps held 

regularly. 
Illustrated catalogs available a month before 

sa le da te 

Estate Properties solicited for sale 
at auction or outright purchase. 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington W, Toronto, Canada 
Phone E mpire 4-6003. Cables: Sistamp, Toronto. 
x THE COLL
Boston 
Auction Sales 

OF CHOICE 

United States 

and 

Foreign 

HELD REGULARLY 
Catalogues Ft·ee 

Daniel F. I( ell eh er 
7 Water Stree t, Boston 9 , Mass. 

) 
ERRORS, VARIETIES 

and AIRMAILS 
• For 30 years we have been specializing in all 

unu sual items; Errors, Varieties, etc .. regard less 
a s to whether they are or are n ot lis ted. 

N ow we h a ve on hand a very la rge selection of 
A irma ils, Rotary , U. P . U., U. N., Inverted Cen­
te rs, Spor ts, Topicals, Miniature S h eets, D e L u xe 
S heet s, Proofs, Die Proofs, etc., etc. 
W e have oddities and unusual items from many 
differ en t cou n tries, as:-

Albania, Abyssinia. Be lgium, Brazil, Canary 
Islands, Colombia, Con go, Croatia , Czechoslo­
vak ia, Da n zig, E cuador, Far East, France & 
Colon ies, Greece. Georgia, H ondu ras, Iceland, 
Ifni. Ira n . Italy & Colonies, Latvia, Liberia, 
Lithuan ia, Mo naco, Nicaragua, Paraguay, 
Poland , Romania. Russ ia, Saar, Salvador, 
Scadta , Spain & Colonies, Tange r , Tanna Touva, 
Uruguay, V en ezuela, etc., etc., etc. 

W e will g ladly make up special offers or selections 
on approval. Please write countries, price range 
and spec ia lties. (Usua l reference, please) 
\V e are a lso buyer s of s imilar materi a l. Auction 
sa les are held r egularly-over 50.000 lots w er e 
so ld in t he past 5 years. Catalogue free on 
reques t. • 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 PARK ROW NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 
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Collectors Club Handbooks 
EARLY AMERICAN PERFORATIN8 MACHINES 
AND PERFORATIONS 1857-1867 
By Winthrop S. Bo11s 

33 P•1e1 •••• 20 lllu1tr1tion1 •••• Price $1.00 

FRENCH MOROCCO e THE 1943-44 TOUR HASSAN ISSUES 
By Charles Neiclorf 

56 P•P• •••• 62 lllu1tr•tion1 •• • • Price $1.50 

Tbe Postage Sta•ps and Postal Histery of e TIBET 
By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 

61 P•1•1 • • • • 141 lllu1tr•tion1 • • • • Price $2.00 

Tiie Postage Stamps of 

e NEPAL 
By Dawson, Haverbeck and Smythiea 

46 P•1•1 • • • • 60 lllu1tr•tien1 • • • • Price $1.50 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHIUTELIST 
Cu•ulative Index (1922-1951) ............ Price $1.00 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

The Two Ceat 8re11 Sta•' 
By Howard Lehman 

23 P•IH • • • • 41 lllustr•tion1 • • • • Price $1.00 

BRAZIL 

Bulls Eye Centennial Issue 1843-1943 ....... Price s2.oo 

&REECE e (Translation fro• Ko~l's Hanlllt11k) 

Parts I, II and IV Only . . . . . . . ..... Price $2.00 bch 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 351' Street, llew York 18, N. Y. 



Talking of the New Season 

and we have been, with vendors, for many months now 
- there are some really outstanding collections scheduled by 
those Caspary auctioneers. 

For example: 

Five Caspary Auctions, comprising British Commonwealth -
Part One - British North America, United States - Part 
Two - 1861 to 1888, Italian States - Part One, U.S. Car­
riers and Locals, British Commonwealth - Part Two -
British West Indies, 

Part Three of the "L. H. Barkhausen" Collection of Postal 
Stationery, 

Specialised Collections of Confederates and U. S. 1869 inue, 

A very complete Ceneral Collection, 

An Important Air Post Collection, 

A valuable collection of selected British Colonies, etc., 

A Collection of Liberia, 

An extensive British Commonwealth Collection, 

A further portion of the "Wholesale Stock" of which the first 
part was sold April 25-29, 1955, 

And innumerable smaller specialised and general collections. 

There is no doubt about it that . .. 

BUYING OR SELLING, HARMER'S ARE BEST 

H. R. HARMER!t INC. 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 
6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 




