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TWO - OUT OF THE PAST

During the late 20's and early 30's, | developed and carried on an auction sales
service specializing in Airmails, but broadening into the entire field of philately as the
service developed and prestige grew. In 1937, demands for this service from sellers
had grown to a point that required a decision as to giving it full time thereafter, or
handing it over to someone else who could. As a result, | closed out the business
with Sale No. 76 and for most of the time since then | have been engaged in University
personnel administration.

During those years the Reverend D. A. Kearns-Preston, a good friend and custom-
er then well along in years obtained my promise that when he passed on | would per-
sonally handle the sale of his collection. Now, long after his departure, his son has just
now found me and | have been asked to redeem that pledge. | have decided to do
so as effectively as possible, taking into account the long gap since | last was pro-
fessionally active in this field.

| am therefore presently classifying and preparing for sale in Chicage on May
13, an outstanding air mail collection, one of a type that seldom becomes available.
This collection was built by a man of discrimination and high regard for condition. He
bought carefully and much preferred an outstanding piece at a good price to a bargain
lot of doubtful quality.

The collection is especially strong in the period of the 20's and 30's, those years
of aviation growth and extension. It is broad in variety, including U.S. and Foreign
Stamps; Air Post Stamps, both mint and on cover and including many Zepps; U.S.
Government's; Historical Flights; Trans-Oceanics; Lighter than Air; CAM's; FAM's;
Navy and Foreign Flights. It has many of the classics of aerophilately and many items
truly unique, including one of the finest — if not the finest — existing Lindbergh
collections.

The catalog of the first sale should be ready for release by April Ist. A request
will bring you a copy of this and those of other sales as they are ready.

DONALD E. DICKASON

APS 5216; AAMS 211; AP 1050

106 West Iowa Street
Urbana, Illinois
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At Public Auction
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f
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UNITED STATES

The 24c Air Mail Stamp of 1918
Used block of four with fake
FIRST TRIP cancellation, May 15, 1918

By PHILIP SILVER

The writer recalls a meeting of the New York Chapter of Aero Philatelists
held several years ago at the Collectors (lub.  Mr. Henry M. Goodkind was
the speaker and he showed covers flown on May 15, 1918, the date of the
First Trip of the United States 24¢ air mail stamp of 1918, Ineluded in his
showing was a cover with a genuine stamp but a counterfeit First Trip May
15, 1918 ecancellation. 1t struck the writer, at that time, that the subjeet
might be of some interest to the out-of-town members to whom this kind of
educational material is not readily available. The thought was to publish
something on this subjeet in THE AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS,  Unfortunately, as
with many other ideas that have occurred to the writer from time to time, the
matter was almost completely forgotten; in any event, it lay dormant for a
long time.

Several months ago, the writer received from Mr. William P. Laird of
Minneapolis some multiple piece covers which were photographed and shown
in the October 1960 issue of THE AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, (Vol. VIII No. 2).
Included with the material sent by Mr. Laird was a used block of four of the
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UNITED STATES

24¢ air mail stamps of 1918 with a May 15, 1918, First Trip cancellation, The
first thought that occurred to the writer was that this block, off cover, was
mute evidence of the philatelic erime of the century. Why would anyone
be foolish enough to remove a block of four from a desirable first flight cover
when, on cover, it had a monetary value many times in exeess of the used
block? But, this was not the first time that such a thing had happened.
Many collectors have soaked stamps off covers in order to fill a space in an
album. Later, however, they have literally kicked themselves when they
realized what they had done. No doubt, this will be repeated many times
in the future.

Closer examination, however, of the block shown in Fig. 1 shed an altogether
different light on the matter. There was something about it that aroused
suspicion, The writer can definitely state, after ecareful study, that the
cancellation on the stamps ts a counterfeil!  So, a second thought came that
this would be a good time to make up for the previous lapse and write an
article delineating the points of difference between the gennine and the
frandulent eancellations.

Previously, it was stated that the date of the cancellation on this block of
four is May 15, 1918, The “*15"" and the year 1918 show quite clearly in the
photograph (Fig. 1). Note, however, that the only clue to the month is the
letter **Y."" Now, four months end with the letter Y ;" January, February,
May and July. The writer concluded that the *Y' must be from May for
the following reasons:

1. Since the 24¢ air mail stamps were issued on May 13, 1918, and the year

1918 shows in the caneellation, January and February must be auto-

matically eliminated.

On all eovers emanating from New York — note that the block has

the words New York in the lower part of the cancellation — the * Y™’

of July is always missing. July is always abbreviated JUL; as late as

July, 1924 this was true of all New York air mail handstamped cancel-

lations. i

3. The words First Trip were only used on three occasions, i.e.: May
15, 1918 first flight covers from New York, Philadelphia and Washing-
ton; on about only six May 16, 1918 covers from Washington, in error;
on June 3, 1918 on the first flight from New York to Boston.

4. On all May 15, 1918 covers examined, the **Y " appears in exactly the
same position in the eaneellation as on the block shown in Fig. 1.

| ]

Thus, the **Y " must come from May, and the words First Trip plus the
number “*15"" and the year “*1918" indicate that the date of the ecancellation
is May 15, 1918.

Now, take another look at the block in Fig. 1. Note that this is a lop arrow
block of four. Students of this 24¢ air mail stamp of 1918 know that the flop
arrow s found only on the second and third printings of the stamp. The top
and right sheet margins had to be eut away on the first printing so that the
sheets of 100 stamps would fit the Post Office folders. After the stamps with
inverted ecenters were found on the afternoon of May 14th, the Post Office
Department immediately ordered a second printing of the red and blue air
mail stamps from the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The word 7T'0F in
serif capitals in blue was added to the vignette plate number 8493. Thus, the
top margin of a sheet of 100 stamps has the word TOP in blue over stamp
number 3, the plate number 8493 in blue over stamp number 4, a red arrow and
a red and blue slug over stamps five and six, and plate number 8492 in red over
stamp number 7. After thus taking precautions to make sure that another
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UNITED STATES

R

Fig. |. Top arrow block of four with a COUNTERFEIT cancellation of MAY 15, 1918, FIRST TRIP,
NEW YORK. (Photo by Boutrelle). Collection of William P. Laird.

error would not happen, the bottom and left sheet margins were eut away so
the sheets of stamps would fit the Post Office folders. This second printing
was in use for only a very short period.

A third printing was then made: this time the word 7'0F in red capital
letters without serifs was added fo the frame plate number 8492, This 707
appears over stamp number 8 on the sheet.  Again, the sheet margins were cut
away, this time both the bottom and right margins.® So, this proves that a

"The First United States Air Mail Stamps by Henry M, Goodkind, p. 7.

The highest price

ever paid for a 24c invert, $9,200, was paid in a December,
1960, Harmer Rooke auction (the T. Charlton Henry "U. S."
sale). The error, Scott - priced at $7,000, had previously sold
for a high of $6,400.

Let us sell your finest airmails for top prices, too! Con-
sult us now.

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc.
560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th), New York 36.

International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps
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UNITED STATES

block showing a top arrow can only come from either the second or third
printings.

The next question is whether stamps from either one of these later printings
could have been finished in time to be used on the first flight of May 15th. We
can eliminate the third printing from such consideration sinee it was made
much later, probably during the month of June 1918, Let us not forget, too,
that the second printing was not ordered until after the afternoon of May 14th
when the sheet with inverted centers was discovered.®®  Assuming that the
order to add the word TOP was sent immediately thereafter to the Bureau, it
does not seem likely that it eould have been added to the vignette plate by the
letter engraver and the sheets printed and inspected in time to be used on the
first flights the very next day, May 15th. Remember, the Fig. 1 block is
cancelled New York, so, in order for a stock of stamps to get there from Wash-
ington in time for the flight which left at 11:30 the morning of the 15th a
miracle would have had to taken place. Also, one must allow time for the
affixing of the stamps, their cancellation by hand, the sorting into bags and the
delivery to the air field at Belmont Park, N. Y. We can safely state that no
second printing stamps could have arrived in New York in time for use on the
first flight the morning of May 15th.  Also, all the covers to be flown on the
flight from New York to Philadelphia and Washington were prepared well
in advanece of the time the flight was scheduled to leave. according to accounts
by those who did this.

So, in all probability, the fact that the bloek in Fig. 1 has a top arrow in
the margin, rules it out as being available to receive the May 15, 1819 First Trip
cancellation at New York.

But, there are other factors which mitigate against this Fig. 1 cancellation.
Note that the cancellation has three heavy bars about 2mm. thick at the right.
These are spaced about Smm. apart. On all genuine cancellations, there are

four bars spaced as shown in the illustration Fig. 2.

g S T ) spacing

Bl et _ @

Fig. 2. Measurements of the bars and their spacing as applied with all GENUINE air mail hand-
stamped cancellations.

The formation of the letters in the eancellation shown in Fig. 1 is also
suspect.  For comparison, we illustrate in Fig. 3 a cover with a typical genuine
New York, May 15, 1918 First Trip cancellation. Note the four bars at the right
tally exactly with the measurements on Fig. 2. Some of the more striking
differences in the formation of the letters are set forth in tabular form as
follows :

(Fenwine cancellation, Fig. 3

1. The words “*First Trip’® and **New York' are in serif capitals.
2. The height of the numbers in “*1918"" is 316 mm.
3. The height of the **57" in **15"" is 315 mm.

"*Inited States. T;J'u 2de Air Mail Inverted Center of 1918 by Henry M, Goodkind, T'ub-
lished by The Colleetors Club, New York,

90 April, 1961
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UNITED STATES

MAY
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Fig. 3. A cover flown on the May 15, 1918 first fliglﬂ from New York to thing?nn. [Author's
collection). .

The “*5"" in “* 15" is slanted to the right.
The “*5"" in **15"" has a long tail almost meeting the downstroke.
6. There is a small round ball at the end of the tail in 5.

s

7. The "K' in “York" extends slightly to the right of the “*P™" in
"7'r‘fp,“
8. All letters in **New York' and ** First Trip’’ ave narrow.

Counterfeil cancellation, Fig. 1

1. The words **First Trip’ and **New York' arve in capital letters with-
out serifs.

2. The height of the numbers in ** 191877 is 215 mm,

3. The height of the **5" in **15"" is approximately 214 mm.

4. The 5" in **15"" is upright.

5. The “*5" in ‘“15"" has a short tail.

6. There is no round ball at the end of the tail in **5."

7. The K™ in ** Yerk' extends slightly to the left of the **P"" in ** Trip.”’

8. The letters in **New York™ and ** First Trip”™" are much wider than in
the genuine eancellations.

While other small differences between the genuine and the counterfeit
cancellations ean be pointed out, we feel that sufficient number of points of
variation have been noted above to make the detection of the fraudulent eancel-
lation fairly simple. The writer wishes to state that recourse, for this com-
parative study, has been made with mueh material, more than just the one cover
and cancellation shown in Fig. 3. We used this because it is the clearest
cancellation available for illustration.  Also we have consulted with Henry M.
Goodkind and other students of the 1918 air mail issue, who agree that the Fig. 1
block of four bears a counterfeit cancellation.

(Continued on Page 95)
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HONDURAS
The “Black” Booms, The “Red” Rests

On February 28, 1961, the newspapers all over the country reported the
highest price ever paid for a single stamp at a publie sale in Ameriea — $24,500
for the world’s rarest air mail stamp — the **Black ™ Honduras.

Past records show that until the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS in 1954 published
a comprehensive study of the rarest air mail stamp, Honduras ('12 (Sanabria
14) had remained praetically unknown. How can one determine this?

First of all, it was Irving 1. Green's 1954 article that brought this stamp
to the attention of air mail collectors and dealers. In the second place, just
about three years later, in June 1957, Thomas A. Matthews, a Director of Aero
Philatelists, gained headlines for the ** Black™ Honduras when he paid 11,500
for the only known existing copy in a New York City public auetion sale.
This copy had been in the collection of the late Osear R. Lichtenstein, a founder
and also a Director of Aero Philatelists.

In the third place, this year, 1961, Thomas A. Matthews began selling his
foreign air mail stamp colleetions.  This copy now brought over double the
price he had paid for it in 1957.

Finally, it has been a custom for us to retain a stock of back numbers of
the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS.  After the February 27, 1961 auetion, requests
were reccived for Vol. II, No. 1, the number that featured the **Black™
Honduras story. Just as **Old Mother Hubbard went to the eupboard to find
it bare,”” we went to the eabinet with the back numbers of this magazine; not
one of Vol. I, No. 1 was there. This is the first number of the AERO PHILATELIST
ANNALS to be sold out.

$5,300 — $11,500 — $24,500

Having attended the Dr. Philip Cole auétion in October 1939 when . W,
Kessler sold this copy of the **Black™ Honduras for $5,300; next, the Oscar R.
Lichtenstein sale by Harmer, Rooke & (o, when €12 bronght 11,500 and also
this year’s auction that saw the $24.500 record price reached, we realized that
we are probably one of the few, who has been an eve-witness to this sensational
“Black™ Honduras price climb.

After this $24.500 auetion sale last February, we got out all the back
numbers of the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS and the Aero Philalelist’s News
with articles on the 1925 Honduras air mail stamps and read again each one
of them. Since mueh of the information was not too elearly reealled, this
certainly proved to be a beneficial refresher course.  One fact stood out.  Until
the 1954 article in this magazine, the “*Red™ Honduras had held the limelight,
while the **Black™ remained in the dark. This was elearly shown by the
manner in which Irving 1. Green began his article, ** The Black Honduras — The
Rarest Air Stamp’” (AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, Vol. 11, No. 1, July 1954). He
wrote :

“ After my article, ‘the Red Honduras' had appeared in the Acro
Philatelist’s News of October 15, 1952, the editor, Mr. Henry M. Goodkind,
advised me that a member upon reading it, had remarked :

“Why all the fuss about the Red Honduras? The Sanabria Catalogue
says there are nine of these, but only twe of Sanabria No. 14, Have you
seen a genuine Sanabria 14, Scott ('12 in all the years you have been collect-
ing? I never have. Does it exist?"’

2 April, 1061



A WORLD'S RECORD

The “BLACK HONDURAS”
SCOTT Ci12, CAT. VALUE $17,500.00

was sold for

$24,500.00
IN OUR AUCTION SALE OF FEBRUARY 27th, 1961
OFFERING PART III OF THE

TrHomas A. MATTHEWS AIRMAIL COLLECTION

This is the world’s record high auction sale price ever attained
for a single airmail stamp and is more than twice as much than this
same stamp was sold for in a previous auction sale.

This is also the highest auction price ever attained in the United
States for any kind of a postage stamp, whether U.S. or Foreign,
Airmail or otherwise.

If you wish to sell your stamps at auction, then contact us, At-
tractive dates for the coming fall and winter season are still available.

F. W. KESSLER

500 5th AVENUE NEW YORK 36, N.Y.

a Philatelist Annals



HONDURAS

In The Black, In The Red

Seeing that the *Black™ Honduras had soared from $5,300 to $24.500, we
wondered what had happened to its companion, the **Red™ Honduras., We
have in our possession copies of the F. W. Kessler 1939 Dr. Philip ;. Cole
aunction catalogue and the 1961 Matthews anetion catalogue, both with the prices
realized.  While the **Black™ inereased almost 5007 in price from 1939 to 1961,
the *Red™ had remained stationary; $3.900 in 1939 and the same in 1961,

The "Little" Black

Some air mail collectors and dealers may have forgotten that there is
another ** Black™ Honduras air mail stamp in the 1925 issue. This is Seott (!5,
Sanabria No. 7, of which only two sheets of 12 (4x3) or a total of twenty-four
copies were overprinted.  This, too, formerly was a famous Honduras air stamp.
In the 1939 Cole auetion a copy unused brought $600 and we were surprised to
see that it only realized $20 more — $620 — in 1961.

To avoid confusion, aero-philatelists may eall (12, the $24.500 stamp, the
“Big Black™ Honduras, and O35, the ** Little Black™ Honduras.

Consequently, it beeame apparent that while the ©*Big Blaek™ Honduras,
of whieh there is enly one copy now known (not three or four as all the news-
papers incorrectly stated), has shown this sensational price increment, its
two former famed companions, the ** Red ™ (C3) and the ** Little Black™ (('5)
were marking time.  One must take into consideration the inflationary trend
in the dollar’s purchasing power from 1939 to 1961. Then, these contrasting
price movements become all the more remarkable.

The Other Ten

The Scott Catalogue lists thirteen stamps in the 1925 Honduras air mail
issue.  Actually Sanabria is more correet by listing fifteen, two more than Scott.
After having noticed the comparative 1939 and 1961 anetion prices of Honduras
('3, (5 and C12, one became curions about the other ten 1925 Honduras air
stamps.  All are searee. The greatest gquantity known of any one is 500
copies.  The lowest current Seott Catalogue price is $40. Only 100 copies are
known of the highest denomination, the 1 Peso Green (('9).

The following table shows in the first two columns the 1939 Scott Catalogue
and Dr. Cole anetion realizations of Honduras C'1 to ('13. The last two
columns shows the 1961 Secott Catalogue and the Matthews auction prices,

Honduras 1925 Air Mail Stamps
Scott No. 1939 Cat. 1939 Auction 1961 Cat. 1961 Aueclion

1 50.00 21.00 40,00 26.00
2 100.00 42.75 125.00 82 .50
('3 10,000.00 3.900.00 7.500.00 3.900.00
(4 50.00 22 50 65.00 348,00
(657 1.750.00 600,00 1.200.00 620,00
(6 50.00 15.00 75.00 31.00
7 125.00 46.00 ] 77.50
('S 250.00 77.50 100.00) 58,00
(9 500.00 12250 350.00 145.00
10 50.00 20.50 75.00 21.00
Ci11 75.00 35.50 150.00 105.00
012 15.000.00 5.300.00 17.500.00 24.500.00
(13 =000 43.00 150.00 65,00
Total 28,080.00 10,249.25 27.395.00 29.672.00

04 April, 1061



HHONDURAS

Conclusion

One may venture a few opinions on the above comparative tabulation.  As
for the quality of the material, it was very similar.  All the copies are unused,
many with gum. They are about the best conditionwise in this series. In
Fact, many of the Matthews copies were ex-Cole.

In the first place, notice that the total 1939 Seott Catalogue prices were
almost $1,000 less in 1961 than in 1939, One notes, for instanee, that the 1 Peso
green (C9) dropped from $500 in 1939 to $350. But the market seems to
ignore the Seott new valuation, beeause the auction realization went from $£122.50
to $145.  The next stamp, however, (10 inereased from its 1939 eatalogue price
of $50 to $75 in 1961. The auection prices showed an inerease of only fifty
conts — from $20.50 to $21,

The Scott eatalogue value of the ** Black™ (C'12) rose from $15.000 in 1939
to £17,500 in 1961 (Sanabria values this at $25,000, ¢lose to the $24.500 auetion
price).  But the **Red ™ (C3) declined by $2.500, dropping from $£10,000 in 1939
to $7.500 in 1961,

As for the auction realizations, the entire 1925 series without the **Big
Black™ ((C'12) brought a little over $200 more in 1961 than in 1939.

Several have asked it one eould account for the phenomenal inerease in the
value of the “*Black' Honduras, while the “*Red™" and the ** Little Black™ have
done absolutely nothing. It is our opinion that in 1939, twenty-two years ago,
there were many more collectors of wealth interested in general air mail stamp
colleeting.  Most all of them have departed from the aero-philatelic seene, the
great majority by death. In reeent years, the number of world-wide air mail
stamp colleetors has declined.  The economie trend against coneentrated wealth
plus the vast inerease in stamp prices and the number to assemble appear to
have cansed this.  The 1961 aero-philatelist specializes in a more limited field
rather than seeking to eolleet all air stamps.  Thus, seven copies of the ** Red™
Honduras seem to be sufficient for the demand of general air stamp ecollectors.
Unless a general postage stamp collector (and their number, too, has heen
dwindling fast) seeks a **Red’” IHonduras, the demand will not go up. But
there is only one “*Black™ (C12) available. Probably every one of the seven
owners of the “*Red " wanted the **Black.” Therefore, this very strong, spirited
competition for the **Big Black™ Honduras was evident in F. W. Kessler's
February 1961 auetion. Thus, within the last seven years, the situation with
the “*Black™ and the **Red” Honduras has reversed itself. Now the former
is the star air mail stamp, while the latter has quitely receded into the back-
ground.

Also we think this all proves again the foolishnes of having people write
or talk about investment advice with postage stamps.  Such writings as ** How
To Make Money In Stamps™ are a waste of time for the reader and the writer.
No one knows what will happen, nor ean anyone foretell future stamp prices.
If this were true, then someone would have advised selling Honduras ('3 and
C5 in 1940 and buying ('12.  Obviously no one did. (. M. .)

UNITED STATES (From Page 91)

The points of difference noted in this article apply, of course, to New York
May 15, 1918 First Trip cancellations only. It would be interesting if our
readers can supply eounterfeit eancellations May 15, 1918 from Washington
and Philadelphia, as well. We believe that a study such as this merits the
attention of all United States as well as air mail stamp colleetors. Thus, we
shall publish future articles on the subject if new counterfeit eancellations
should be forth coming.
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International Air Mail Exhibition and Congress
The Hague, Holland, August 4-14, 1961

An international aerophilatelic exhibition and an air mail congress will
take place in The Hague, Iolland from August 4-14, 1961. The Congress will
be conduected by The Federation Internationale des Societes Aerophilateligues
(F.1.8. A.).  Early this year an invitation was extended to AERO PHILATELIST 'S
to join this federation and participate in The Congress of all the air mail societies
in the world. It is reported that the main matter to bring up is the handling
of air mail exhibits in international philatelic exhibitions and to try to set up
a panel of recommended judges, who are competent students of aerophilately.

The international exhibition is being conducted by the Netherlands Society
of Aerophilatelists in celebration of the 25th Anniversary of their publication,
“De Vliegende Hollander.”” An invitation has been extended to the editor of
THE AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS to be the United States Commissioner and also to
serve as one of the International Judges. The second Judge from the United
States will be Mr. Herbert J. Bloch, of the Mereury Stamp Co. and the Friedl
Expert Committee, New York, N. Y. The other Judges, who will serve with
Messrs. Bloeh and Goodkind, are: Walther von Adelson, Switzerland, ir.
I. Braunstein, Belgium, Kurt Dahmann, Germany, H. E. J. Evans, Great
Britain, Reg. Mario Onofri, Italy and Capt. ('. de Vos Klootwijk, Netherlands.

There will be twenty-five (25) air mail exhibits from the United States
Certainly the U. 8. exhibits alone will surpass the entire air mail sections at
past international philatelic exhibitions in Europe. The following members of
AERO PHILATELISTS have entered these collections:

World-Wide Air Mail Stamps

Used air stamps, both on and off cover from the collection of Sam Rodvien,
New York. This won the FIPEX Air Mail Trophy in 1956. Rare air mail
stamps on covers, Stanley R. Rice, New York, and another air mail rarities to
be shown (Not-for-competition) by Henry M. Goodkind, New York.

Country Specializ'ed

United States, including the 1918 24c inverted center and the 1859 Jupiter
Balloon cover from the Gold Medal, Thomas A. Matthews, Springfield, Ohio
colleetion,  Also the 1918-38 air mmil stamps, covers and proofs by Philip Silver,
Brooklyn, N. Y., and the early air stamps, Edward P. Bender, Woodside, N. Y.

Newfoundland, Dy, James J. Matejka, Jr., Chicago, 1ll1; Australin, Frank
K. Adams, Havertown, Penna.; Auwsfria, Harry A. Holman, Astoria, N. Y.:
Brazil, Herbert A. Feist, Glenside, Penna.; France & Germany Semi-Of ficial
airs, Dr. R. H. Shrady, Englewood, N. J.: India Rockets, John R. Dilworth,
Philadelphia, Penna.; Papua, Jules L. Wacht, Scarsdale, N, Y.

Zeppelin Collections

LZ-127 Flights, Bernard Fink, West Hempstead, N. Y.; 1930 Graf Zeppelin
Pan-America Flight, Max Gold, New Rochelle, N. Y.: Zeppelin stamps and
covers, Florenee Ortale Brown, New York.

Air Mail Specialities

Proofs and Essays, John J. Britt, New York: Acrogrammes, Thomas A.
Matthews, Springfield, Ohio; Rocket Mail and 1870 Niege Of Paris, also by
Mr. Matthews; Pioncer Flights and Aero-Philatelic History, Herbert Rosen,

Forest Hills, N. Y.; Allahabad, India, 1911 Flight, Albert . Cohen, New York.
F. D, Roosevelt Air Mails, Jan Bart, Belle Harbor, N. Y.
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FRANCE
The World's First Air Mail Stamp ?
1910 Nantes Aviation Meeting, San. No. 501

Introduction

In the sero PHILATELIST ANNALS of October 1959 (Volume VII, page 31),
Dr. R. H. Shrady’s article on **France. Semi-Official Air Mail Stamps' said
the following:

~*The first semi-of ficial air mail stamp of France is the 1910 Nanles
Aviation Meelting (Sanabria 501).  Although Germany elaims to have had
the first semi-official air mail stamp, (see AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, April,
1956, page 93) this 1910 French adhesive was used earlier. Illustrated is
i cover cancelled August 16, 1910, Incidentally, these Nantes Aviation
Meeting covers are extremely scarce, and furthermore only a few of them
have the stamp tied by the eancellation.™

[t eannot be recalled whether a elaim had been made for this Freneh air
mail being the world’s first in an English language stamp periodical until the
abovementioned statement in 1959, Germany’s Bork-Brueck stamp has not
only been elaimed as the first, but commemorative philatelic eachets have
appeared in Germany to further this claim. Considering the hostilies between
France and Germany for the past 100 years, it is difficult to understand why
the Freneh have not done more, especially sinee the Germans regularly mention
their Bork-Brueck stamp as the world’s first air mail.

q

#C1 World's first air mail stamp, flown Turin-Rome 2.00
#Cl1 do. error in arrival pmk. 22. 1V, instead 22.V. 1917 4.00
#Cl1 do. return flight Rome-Turin cover 250
#C2 World's first sea-plane st., Naples-Palermo 2.00
#C2 do. Naples-Palermo posted in Rome 4.00
#C2 do. return flight Palermo-Naples 2.00
1925, Special flight LEGHORN-ROME with unused 'soff. air st. 2.00
1925, Same flight, '4offic. air st. cancelled 3.00
1926, “NORGE" airship Polar cover with !5offic. air stamp, Rome-

Kingsbay 14.00
1926, do. Cover flown across North Pole to TELLER, Alaska, where

Italian franking has been cancelled upon arrival, autographed by

a member of the Crew, few known 60.00

We specialize in air mail covers of Italy, Colonies, San Marino,

Vatican City, since 1925 and have one of the finest assortments
in existence. Approvals.

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
116 Nassau St. New York 38, N.Y.

. L. Dayer, Prop. Member Aero Philatelists, Life Member AAMS;
Collectors Club, ASDA
P.S. At the present time we have in stock one set of 5 FDC Italy
#CO02 and the four Colonies ZCBO1 on the OFFICIAL covers —
flown.
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FRANCE

Why The Silence ?

An interested aero-philatelist not only has been puzzled by the attitude of
French philatelists, but in attempting to find an answer about which stamp is
the first, he has been frustrated by a lack of writings on this 1910 Nantes
Aviation Meeting stamp — particularly by the French themselves. This is
hard to explain. Is this stamp so obseure, of such limited interest, or so little-
known in Franee? Judging by an examination of French stamp periodicals
over the past 50 vears, the. foregoing question must be answered in the
affirmative.
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Fig. |. The largest block known (twenty=four) of the 1910 Nantes Aviation Meeeting semi-official
air mail stamp.
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Fig. 2. A cover dated August |4, 1910, The air stamp in the center is not cancelled.
The cover illustrated in Vol. VIl, page 31 of this magazine is cancelled August 16, 1910 — two
days later, but the cancellation ties the stamp to that cover.

The First French Article Seen

Finally after years of disappointment, an article was called to our attention
by our member, Adrien Bouftrelle. The journal, **Cahiers Philateliques,’
published by Yvert & Tellier, Amiens, France, No. 5 dated September 1946, has
an article on this 1910 Nantes Aviation stamp.

The late Agnes Burlingame, at our request translated this French artiele
into English. Then we wrote to Mr. 4. Brun of Paris, Franee, who is the editor
of **Cahiers Philatelique,”” requesting permission to publish the English trans-
lation of this in the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS. Mr. Brun not only graciously
granted us this permission, but also sent the three original photographs used
in the French magazine for the translated version.

The preparation of this article for publication, however, was far from
complete.  Agnes Burlingame had told us that she had encountered much
diffieulty in translating because of the flowery French literary style. She had
rendered a literal translation, and believed that this needed further editing and
revision.  Later, fra Seebacher undertook this task.

Acknowledgements

Consequently the following appears as a result of the efforts of many.
First of all, there is the editor of the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, who has been
seeking information on this 1910 Nantes Aviation Meeting Semi-Official air
mail stamp for many vears. Second, Adrien Boutrelle called our attention to
the original French article. Third, we are indebted to Mr. A. Brun of Paris
for his codperation. both with his permission to reprint and the gift of the
photographs.  Fourth, the difficult English translation was done so neatly and
efficiently by the late Agnes Burlingame..  Finally, Ira Seebacher’s finishing
touches placed the following article in the form that you now rvead it. (H. M. (.)
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Philately in Aviation*
1910 NANTES-AVIATION

By Georges Fouminet

Prasident of the “Societe Historique de Documentation Aerienns"
(Histarical Society of Aerial Documentation)

We shall eonfine ourselves to the framework of this study concerning some
of the statistical details of 1910 aviation, already recognized as a new form of
locomotion.  This realization had been brought home in the wake of the great
stir caused by Louis Bleriot 's memorable exploit of July 25th, 1909 (Ed. flying
the English Channel).

The recently demonstrated flight not only proved flying was praeticable but
it gave impetus to the idea it was a new way of locomotion and this conception
wis soon put to practice.  Organizing committees were created, mainly made up
of sportsmen interested in the possibilities of flight, in exploring, step-hy-step,
whatever improvement could be made, and in bringing flying to the attention of
the general public.

Various aviation meets, well-known and listed by specialists, then followed.
During these shows, our bird-men, with their well-known fervor and will, proved
themselves to be masters.

However, if the lowly and timorous mail carrvier might seemingly have

* “Cahiers Philateliques” Page 271 of No. 5 of September 1946 by Yvert & Tellier, Amiens,
Franee,

Errors, Varieties and Airmails

For 30 years we have been specializing in all unusual items: Errors, Varieties, etc.,
regardless as to whether they are or are not listed.
Now we have on hand a very large selection of Airmails U. P. U., U. N., Inverted

Centers, Sports, Topicals, Miniature Sheets, De Luxe Sheets, Proofs, Die Proofs,
Rotary, etc., ete,

We have oddities and unusual items from many different countries as:—

Albania Abyssinis, Belgium, Brazil, Canary Islands, Colombia,
Congo, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Ecuador, Epirus, Far East,
France & Colonies, Greece, Georgia, Honduras, Iceland, Ifni, Iran,
Italy & Colonies, Latvia, Liberia, Lithuania, Monaco, Nicaragua,
Paraguay. Poland, Romania, Russia, Saar, Salvador, Scadta, Spain
& Colonies, Tangier, Tanna Touva, Uruguay, Venezuela,

We will gladly make up special offers or selections on approval.

Please write countries, price range and specialties. (Usual
references, please).

We are also always buyers of similar material.

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc.

P. O. Box 448 Monroe, N, Y.
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counted for little and surely for less than the “*moneyman’’ or “‘angel.”” he
was ultimately to prove, not a stumbling block, but a 100% assurance of the
finaneial success of these early operations.

The names of these festivals or meetings, destined for varying degrees of
sueeess, and which ran from 1909 through 1914, will not be mentioned further
in this article but reserved for listing in a more extensive work in which each of
these events will be accorded its proper place in the story of the development
of our national aviation.

The first aviation meeting in France took place at Argentan (Orne) on
June 7-10, 1909 at which Delagrance was carried in triumph by enthusiastic
speetators.  Douai followed on June 28-July 18, a meeting at which the first
commemorative vignette appeared.

Vichy followed shortly thereafter, July 12-25. We shall stop enumerating
these in order to toueh upon the motives and spirit that ereated the semi-official
stamp, the use of which beeame fortunately possible by the . T. T.'s exeeption
to its ruling against special postal cancellations.

I implied at the beginning of this article that the finaneial situation of
participants in these meetings, was often dismal and that even so banal an
accident as the disablement of a plane would reduce to nil the hopes either of
vietory or some compensation to the unlueky flyer.

It was with the idea of minimizing this two-fold risk that certain organizers
had the generous thought of raising money through the sale of stamps to
spectators — and to non-spectators, too. These first aviation souvenirs were
intended for colleetors of that era, were sold at a moderate price, and the
proceeds used to give so-ealled **eonsolation” prizes, thus compensating for any
last-minute misfortunes of the meetings in guestion.

Each organizer found the system paid off and the lucky buyers, in on the
purchases from the start, have no eause to regret today their gesture in aid of
aviation. They have but to check current quotations for these stamps,

Just as did Franee's large cities — Paris, Reims, Rouen, Lyon —so did
Nantes play a contributing part in the spread of aviation. The Nantes organiz-
ing committee called upon all authorities and enlisted all possible means of
support to assure the success of the meeting: senators, deputies, counselors,
industrialists, ete., all joined forees. And each contributed his initiative, a
new point of view, or understanding. All of the large cities had contributed
something new.  Now Nantes, in its turn, searched and came up with something
never before known.

An issue of Nantes aviation commemorative cards had already been pre-
pared. Additionally, the PTT had authorized a special Nantes-Aviation postal
cancellation. By combining the two, it was easy to envisage the air transporta-
tion of these cards, even if for only a short time.

To interest the public and encourage it to entrust its letters to airplanes
which were to take part in the competitions, it was deemed necessary to give
the publie a special feature.

It was then that the Nantes-Aviation stamp eame into being. It was later
to be listed in the airmail catalogue of Theodore Champion (1937) as the No. 1,
semi-official airmail stamp of France. Beeause its design resembled the Swiss
classie, the Basel Dove, the Nantes stamp was similarly and c¢urrently dubbed
the **Basel Dove.”

This semi-official stamp was sold at the windows of the committee, it was
used on mail, and gave that mail which it graced the right to fly. Today we
would call that the baptism of the air post.

The stamp was sold at 10 eentimes to those who wished to pay this extra to
see their *“documents’™ flying around over their heads. Indeed, few thought
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Fig. 3. Mr. 6. de Passorio-Peyssard.

of the future that would be the result of their gesture.  From an administrative
standpoint, this stamp did not represent a postal reeeipt ; it was merely a symbol
of the aerial flight arranged by the promoters. It was in light of this, that
explieit instruetions were given the postal clerks in their handling of this mail ;
they were not to apply the special caneellation to the Nantes stamp sinee it did
not have the power to pay postage.

That also explains the great rarvity of these stamps cancelled.  Nevertheless
a certain number were cancelled during this eight-day show, probably beeanse
they were struck in earvelessness by the postal elerks.  However, it wasn’t this
clement of a chance eancellation that has made this stamp Franee's No. |1
aviation semi-offieial.

We would like to recall within the framework of these philatelic, and at the
same time literary studies, the name of the creator to whom we owe this first
honor in our aero-philatelic pages.

Among the technicians of the committee interested both in aviation as well
as in the problems of ereating a stamp for the Nantes meeting was one stamp
specialist who was attracted by the problem. He was an ardent eollector of
first rank (he can justly elaim this rank, for as 1 write, he has already rounded
out a quarter century under the philatelic banner).

The very beginning of the idea of **The Dove of Nantes™ came to him as
an extension of a childhood memory. One day. while still a student, he had
passed a shop where a dealer was ** polishing up ™ his stock of stamps; he entered
the shop. The dealer had just found in his attie two old newspapers, each of
which bore a Swiss **Basel Dove.”” My collecting friend paid five franes for
one copy but his joy was tempered somewhat by the beliet he would be scolded
for his prodigality.

This memory of the Basel Dove was recalled when it became his plan to
recreate the design for the **Dove of Nantes.”"  An appropriate inseription was
made for the stamp, the dove was transformed to a plane, the posthorn changed
to a heraldie mark. the value added in centimes and. we vuarantee, the success,
in toto, was unquestionably due to the fact the old stamp, which served as its
model, was basically artistie.

At this present time, and for the sake of philatelists and image worshippers,
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Mr. (i, de Passorio-Peyssard, of Nantes, who lives in a world of research, has
graciously consented that T may lift the past’s veil and give the details of the
ereation of the **Dove of Nantes.™

The stamp was lithographed — perforated 1115 — and issued in sheets
of 192 subjeets in 16 horizontal rows of 12 stamps each. The sheet was in the
form of a vertical rectangle (0.35x0.45m.). It was printed by Establissements
Guist 'ban Dugas & Cie. Sucer., Nantes.  No artists” proofs were made. There
were only proofs before printing sent to Mr. de Passorio-Peyssard, who then
added the secret marks, which the printers had forgotten in making the plate
of 19,200 printed stamps, 9,800 were sold, the remainder destroyed.

With the passing years, these semi-officials have become rare. They are
to be found sometimes on contemporary eards, sold as such at the window and
at the printers, but the philatelic document — the franked and specially post-
marked card or cover with the 2Tmm eircle-type Nantes Aviation postmark is
not common. In time, as collectors become more numerous, the ratio between
demand and supply will grow. They will be mueh more sought after.

Parenthetically, on the first day of the cancellation service, an interchange
of the numeral slugs gave the date as 8-14-10 instead of 14-8-10.  As soon as
this error was noted, it was eorrvected. But letters already mailed could not be
recovered and, today, are regarded as very fine philatelie rarities.

Now that we have given to posterity the name of the ereator of these beauti-
ful stamps in our ecollections, we must also mention the man who was one of
the first air letter earriers of that time.

He is René Thomas, the famous pilot of the plane ** Antoinette™, a former
motoreyele racer, winner of Grand Prizes both in France and Ameriea, and
winner again with Morane, at the Nantes Meeting. He transported these fore-
runners of postal aviation, so artistically conceived under the aegis of the Dove
of Basel, in the height or ““totalization™ tests.

FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS
See Page 111

The AERO FIELD 35th Anniversary Award

Franeis J. Field, Ltd. of Sutton Coldfield, England this year celebrates
the 35th year of uninterrupted publication of its house organ, ** The Aero Field,™
undoubtedly the oldest air mail periodieal in the world still being published.

It so happens that the British aero-philatelists have a 50th anniversary to
celebrate in 1961, In 1911, the famous London-Windsor King George V
Coronation Flights took place.

To mark both these anniversaries, Francis J. Field, Ltd. have announeed
an international competition to be known as “*The Aero Field Award 1961.°°
There will be a £50 ($141) eash prize for the best paper submitted on original
research into aero-philately, which can be taken in its broadest sense.

Three judges to select the prize-winning paper have been named. They
are — Kenneth Chapman, editor of **Stamp Colleeting,”” N. (', Baldwin, editor
of “*The Aero Field,”” both of England, and Henry M. Goodkind, editor of
“The Collectors Club Philatelist™ and THE AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS,

There is no entrance fee. For complete details, write to:

The Aero Field Award 1961
Franeis J. Field, Ltd.
Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire, England
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URUGUAY
The Salto to Montevideo Flight of August 25, 1912

By Robert Hoffmann and Philip Silver

Most catalogs, whieh list the early flights of Urnguay, show the Salto to
Montevideo flight of August 25, 1912 by the Italian aviator, Bartolomé (at-
tineo, as the number two pioneer flight of that country. They are wrong on
two counts. It is veally the first pioncer flight, and the flight did not take
place on August 25th.

Our readers may recall Mr. Hoffmann’s artiele in the Janunary 1960 issue
of The aero pHILATELIST ANNALS, Volume VII, Number 3. There, the point
was made that the December 18, 1910 flight made by the same aviator, Cattineo,
was not a flight, at all.  Rather, it was an attempted flight.  After a thorough
preparation, the flight from Colonia, Urnguay to Buenos Aires, Argentina was
cancelled at the last minute, and an announcement was published in the Colonia
newspapers to that effeet. The 1910 mail was sent to Buenos Aires by ordi-
nary river boat and |'rt1lf'nu-n together with his plane, returned to Buenos
Aires aboard the steamer ** Adriatic.”” Thus, this 1912 flight must be consid-
cred the first Uruguayan pioncer flight, not the second.

This 1912 flight, however, was not made on August 25th.  Cattineo actually
took off from Salto on September 3, 1912 and he did not arrive at his final
destination until September Sth, a.dapse of six days,  Although Montevideo was
certainly the final destination of this interesting flieht, there is some evidence
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Fig. |. Cover addressed to Sr. Alberte Gardo y San Juan, cancelled August 23, 1912 at Salto, two
days in advance of the scheduled flight of the 25th. All illustrations are from the collection of
Robert Hoffmann.
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Fig. 2. Cover addressed to the Minister of War and Marine, Brig. Gen. Juan Bermaria y Jerez,
cancelled August 25, 1912 at Salto, the day the flight was originally scheduled to leave. Backstamped
at Montevideo, September 8, 1912

to show that the aviator had other intermediate destinations in mind. True,
these were not stated in advance, but there is every reason to believe, because
of the events that followed, that Cattineo never intended to fly non-stop the
entire 500 km. distance from Salto to Montevideo, However, to dramatize its
hazardous nature, the flight was announced as one without stops. This elec-
trified the populace. The distance was a great one for those early days when
most fledglings were first tryving on their wings for size and the date coincided
with the 87Tth anniversary of the establishment of Uruguayan Independence on
August 25, 1825,

In the 1912 period, however, the people of Urnguay gradually lost most
of the admiration and respeet they had felt for Cattineo because of his 1910
flight from Buenos Aires to Colonia and the attempted return flight between
those cities. A most interesting book written in 1944 by Juan Carlos Pede-
monte ' highlights these feelinegs and analyvzes Cattaneo’s character as it un-
folded in the days preceding and during the 1912 flight. These may be sum-
med up as follows:

1. Cattaneo was a dandy, who tried to capitalize on the aura of admiration,

which surrounded aviation pioneers in those early days.
2. e was quite willing to obtain money for his efforts, but acted as though

he was above all the necessary commercial details connected therewith.
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Fig.3 . Cover addressed to Sr. Alberto Gardo y San Juan, cancelled at Salto on September 2, 1912,
one day prior to the actual flight take-off.

3. He never intended to complete the flight non-stop from Salto to
:\Im.m-\‘ulpu but, rather, to make several landings, en route, and to eap-
italize on his stays at the various cities to promote aeronautic festivals,

If this analysis is correet, it would seem to explain the events that took
place with relation to the flight. It was stated, at the outset, that the flight
did not take place on August 25, 1912, Indeed, covers are known eancelled
on August 23, 1912, August 25, 1912 and September 2, 1912 at Salto. (See
Figs. 1, 2 and 3.)  The August 23rd date should oecasion no surprise.  Covers
were frequently cancelled in advance of a flight; the entire history of the early
flights in Uruguay abounds with such pre-flight caneellations. It was merely
a method of insuring that a flight would leave at a scheduled time and not be
delayed because of the necessity to apply post office cancellations to the stamps.
Also, the August 25th eancellation, whiech was the intended date of departure,
wotld seem to be a normal happenstance. But, the September 2, 1912 date on
the cover in Figure 3 is proof that the flight did not take place on August 25th
as the catalogs would have us believe.  There is an interesting enclosure in the
latter cover. (See Figure 4.)  Translated, the note reads:

Alejandro R. Lerena, Administrator of Revenues, is pleased to salute his
distinguished friend, Dr. Alberto Gardo v San Juan, on the oecasion of the
first air mail flight from “*Salto to Montevideo.™’

Salto, September 2, 1912,

So, we can sce that on September 2, 1912 the flight was still to be made.
Note that the cover shown in Figure 3 is addressed to Sr. Gardo vy San Juan,
the person mentioned in the enclosure shown in Figure 4. Note, also, that the
cover shown in Figure 1 is addressed to the same person. It is unfortunate
that neither of the covers shown in Figures 1 and 3 bears the receiving back-
stamp at Montevideo. This eircumstance may be explained as follows: When
Cattianeo finally arrived near Montevideo, he dropped the pouch containing the
letters on the grounds of the Presidential country residence near Piedras
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Fig. 4. The enclosure found in cover shown in figure 3. It is a card from Alejandro R. Lerena, the
Administrator of Revenues to his friend Sr. Gardo.

Blaneas.  As a result, letters which were addressed to distinguished persons
were delivered directly and were not afforded the arrival backstamp of the Post
Office in Montevideo.  An exeeption, of course, is the cover shown in Figure 2.
This cover, cancelled August 25, 1912 is addressed to the Minister of the Army
and Navy, Brig. Gen. Juan Bermaria v Jerez, and bears a Montevideo arrival
backstamp of September 8, 1912,

Now, this is a rather surprising lapse of «time for a flight of approximately
300 miles. The ehronology of the flight may be detailed, as follows:

Neptember 3rd  Take-off from Salto.  Passing over Paysandu, a motor fail-
ure caused a deseent at that point. The journey was then continued
until, arriving over Mercedes, Cattineo tried to take out a bottle of
cognae.  This was carried to preserve the aviator from the intense cold.
Inadvertently, in reaching for the cognae, he dropped the pouch eon-
taining the mail. This caused a descent at Mercedes. But, when the
pouch was recovered, Cattianeo suddenly realized that he was short of
fuel. This necessitated a delay until it could be brought from Buenos
Aires.  So, Cattineo seized upon the delay to organize an aeronautie
festival during the two-day waiting period.

Noptember 5th  The flight is resumed but, on the pretext of strong head-
winds, another landing is made at San José., Next day, another air
festival is organized.

NSeptember 8th The last leg of the journey takes place with Cattineo’s
arrival at the Maronas Hippodrome after first dropping the mail
pouch on the grounds of the Presidential summer residence at Piedras
Blanecas.

The reaction of the Urnguayan populace to all of the aformentioned delays
in the execution of the flight was most hostile. Indeed, Cattineo felt con-
strained to answer his erities by writing a complete defense of his actions for
the local newspapers. IHowever, we do not feel this is the place for a complete
history of these unfortunate events. Enough has been said herein to aequaint
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URUGUAY

Fig. 5. Cover addressed to Sr. Alejandro R. Lerena at Maldonado, Department of Maldonado.
No Salto cancellation; the N in oval grid is an arrival cancellation of the Department of Maldonado.

the reader with the most neeessary details. Those who wish a more detailed
account, are referred to Sr. Pedemonte’s excellent book on the subject.!

An interesting cover is shown in Figure 5. It is addressed to Sr. Alejandro
R. Larena at Maldonado, Department of Maldonado. Mr. Lerena was the
correspondent whose name appears on the enclosure shown in Figure 4. In the
lower Ieft corner of the cover is the inseription **Via Montevideo™ (By way of
Montevideo). Upon arrival at its destination, the face of the cover was struck
twice with an **N'" in oval gridwork. This is the postal designation of the
Department of Maldonado.

Although the story of this historie 1912 flight might seem to be an indiet-
ment of the character of the aviator, Barolomé Cattineo, it cannot gainsay
the faet that, in those early days of aviation, a flight of 300 miles was indeed
an historic event. Cattineo’s personality failings cannol obscure his achievement.
He fashioned an historie milestone in the early history of powered flight and in
the carryving of the air mail.

(1) Half Century of Aeronautics. History of Aviation in Ureguay. (18568-1918) by Juan
Carlos Pedemonte. Published by the Civil Aeronasuties Administration, 1944, Second
Edition. Montevideo, Uruguay.

In case of change of address. please notify Secretary. Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y.
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UNITED STATES
1918 Air Mail Slogan, Probably Of Private Origin

i

This magazine on page 65 of Vol. VIIT (No. 3, January 1961) illustrated
and deseribed an nnusual slogan found on some 1918 air mail covers, usually
franked with either the 16¢ or the 6e air mail stamp (Scott C1 and 2, Sanabria
2 and 3). This is a three-line slogan all in capital letters reading :

Send a letter by airplane,
Especially to one ** Over There
It will be a real treat

Following this article’s publication, a number of letters were received from
collectors all over the country, especially after Editor Wm. W. Wylie of
“Western Stamp Colleetor™ mentioned this AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS article in
his column, “*It’s Worth Mentioning.”” This correspondence disclosed two
matters as follows:

1) Althongh covers with this slogan are not plentiful, there are more than
the original estimate. Now about fifteen are known, thus confirming what
had been previously written — **We know of three only; there must be more,™

2) Information from sources considered most reliable stated that this slogan
was applied privately by a stamp dealer active in air mail in its carlier yvears
in the United States. He was the late A. (", Roessler of East Orange, N. .J.
During his years as a dealer, Mr. Roessler was very enterprising with a number
of aero-philatelie stunts, many of them are still remembered by veteran air mail
collectors and dealers.  One done in 1928 with a private Graf Zeppelin overprint
on the then current le postage stamp got him in trouble with the U. S. (iovern-
ment.  But nothing seems to have happened with Roessler’s 1918 private slogan.
At least no record of a U, 8. Post Office objection is known, nor has anyone told
us of such action. (H. M. .)

CORRESPONDENCE

More on Germany, Sanabria Nos. 5-6

In the January 1961 number of your magazine, I read the ecomments upon
Dr. R. H. Shrady’s article in the October 1960 number. When Dr. Shrady
wrote about the German Semi-Official air mails, in reference to the E.BL.P
surcharge on the 1912 Rhine-Main Flights, he was not sure what these initials
signified, because there are various different versions.

The true significane of the E.EL.P. initials have never been satisfactorily
explained. Tt is my opinion that this surcharge was made in connection with
special prizes offered by the members of the House Of Hesse. Therefore, the
initials stand for their names as follows:

J 7 £ Ernst-Ludwig
R amedlin Eleanor
B Preis (Prize)

The above slightly modifies the original views expressed by Dr. Shrady.
But this discussion still remains open until someone can supply the aectual
meaning. I am happy if T eould throw some light on the matter, and think
that it is extraordinary that this question still remains undertermined.

J. Gravelal,
Monrouge, Franece
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AIR MAIL STAMP BOOKS

“The Black Book’”: the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS,
Volumes 1 to 8 with Index.

Price $35.00
®

“The Blue Book”: the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS,

Volumes 1 and 2.
Price $10.00
®

“The Red Book”: the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS,
Volumes 3 to 5 with Cumulative Index for Vols. 1 to 5.

Price $15.00
A very limited printing. Only aboul 25 of cach remain.
Send order and remittance to:
Stanley R. Riece

Room 818, 120 Broadway
New York 5, N. Y.
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President

Ezxecutive Viee President
First Vice Presidenl .
Seere tary

Corresponding  Seeretary

‘rff (asurer

Class of 1961
RICHARD W, CANMAN
JOHN R. DILWORTH
JACOB 8, GLASER
THOMAS A, MATTHEWS
R, H., SHRADY, M.D,
PHILIF SILVER

Aevo Philatelist Annals

DIRECTORS

Class of 1962
JOHN J. BRITT
ALBERT P. COHEN
FRANK GLANZ
STANLEY R. RICE
IRA SEEBACHER
LOUIS N. STAUB

PHILIP SILVER
SAM RODVIEN

LOUIS N, STAUB

.HARRY A. HOLMAN

ALBERT P. COHEN
..BERNARD FINK

Class of 1963
BERNARD FINK
H. M. GOODKIND
HARRY A. HOLMAN
SAM RODVIEN
MAURICE TRIPET
JULES L. WACHT
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc.

22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N.Y.

I herehy apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual
dues of $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to he returned to me if my application is
not accepted.

NAME
ADDRESS A A PP 7o) Ve A e o
Street
C'lt\ Town or Village o T e State
CIOCTIPATION i i s e T e s e Bt e s
SPECIALIZING IN
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE
REFERENCES

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic,
References:
1. NAME

ADDRESS -

2. NAME .

ADDRESS ..

EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE III—MEMBERSHIP
Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one,

and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member-
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00
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The
"Charles A. Shierson"

Collections

H. R. Harmer, Inc. are pleased to announce the addition of yet
another important "named” collection to the long list that they
have been privileged to offer at auction in the last few years.

The late Charles A. Shierson of Adrian, Michigan brought together

An Outstanding Collection of United States Classics
particularly strong in covers.

A Very Fine Collection of Civil War Patriotics
basically the collection formed by Harold C. Brooks.

An Extensive Collection of British North America

The United States Classics will be offered at auction in the week
commencing May 22.

The Civil War Patriotics will be sold on October 2 unless disposed of
privately in the meantime. Inquiries are invited.

The British North America will be offered at auction on October 3, 4.

H. R. HARMER, Inc.

The Caspary Auctioneers

6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N.Y.




You can’t collect airstamps without —

THE NEW
SANABRIA CATALOGUE

NOW ON SALE

SINCE 1935 THE COMPLETE GUIDE
FOR THE AIRPOST COLLECTOR

This latest edition contains MORE cover listings, MORE spe-
cialized items, MORE varieties, PLUS the only comprehensive
listing of essays, proofs, and specimens; also the very latest

up-to-date air letter section.

Price $12.50

Available only from the publishers —

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc.

Georges Medawar, Pres.

521 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N.Y.




