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Th e separate P ,olish postal system 

was ai'bolished in 186•5 by the Czarist 
Russian government. T his change to ok 
effect April 13, 1865. From tha t date 
·ornward Poland became the "Western 
Distri ct" of the Russian postal ser­
v ice; and the use of the Polish "Lone 
Adhesive" and stamped envelopes was 
n o •longer valid. Regula r Russian 
stJamps went into use, 'both adhesives 
a n1d en'Vel,opes. 

The latest date of use of Foland No. 
1 (the L one Adhesive) t'hus far r e- · 
ported is February 6, 1865 from Turek, 
with cancellation No. 224. 

It is my belief , t'hus far unsupported 
by little evidence in the way of cov­
ers , thait the introdu,c,tion oif Russian 
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stamps for general use in Poland pre­
ceded by at least several months the 
retirement of Polish postal issues. The 
one cover thu s far seen to, substan­
tiate this c•laim Is one from Soczewka, 
March 29, 1865, frarnked with the Rus­
sian current 10-kopeck stamp, can­
celled wLth Polish double circle killer 
2•95, and bearing the· d011,ble oval town 
mark in the usual faintly struck red. 
(Illustration 1.) 

B~ca;use the change from unwater­
marked wove paper to la id p a per with 
wavy-•Jine watermark took place In 
Russian stamps in 1866, it ls possible 
to estaJblish the p er s istence of certain 
Polish carnc•ellations to a t least that 
year by their presence on sta.nlps of 
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the 1866 series. :S,tampless covers were 
use'd for internation<al mail out oi Rus­
sia to at leas,t at late as 1870, and even 
inland sta;mpless within P oland are 
known from the 'lat:,r 1860's . Such 
covers almos,t a lways have the year 
date in or on th e.m in t'he -contents or 
the recipien t' s fi:ing ind·ication on bus­
iness letters. Thus, we can establish 
a,t least a partial story of the process 
of change to ordinary Russian postal 
m,arkings. This change was scbstan­
tially completed before 1871. 

T,he evidence at hand shows that 
there were substantially n-o· changes 
in 1'865. 

The year 1865 probably saw the in­
troduction o,f the '\\Ta.rs,a;w ccitlagon 
ki'l1-er (Illustration 2). Evidently made 
under ,th e Polish administ ration before 
1'86'5, it is not kn-own on Poland N-o. 1, 
but only on Russian stamp s . The ear­
liest report of its use wb<ich I have 
-came to m e as "early 1866." However, 
as I have it on Russia No. 9, off p a,per, 
I suspect that late 186<5 use might ap­
pear when more material can be seen 
or reported. 

T1h e W a r saw octagon is in r egular 
use up to 186'9. It occurs norma.lly on 
covers going abroad, usua lly we9t­
ward. Octe>bm· 17, 1869 is the latest 
date at whic'h I have seen it. 

The War.saw squares co-rrtinue in use 
equ,aJ!ly late. Two o,f ~he four types 
we·re in use when the Polish sta;mps 
were suppressed, and these contin u€ 
very late. Type la wi ;h curly-footed 
numeral (Illustra,tion 3) is k nown as 
late as April 2<9, 18·701 an.d with a n ew 
Russian town mark. ·Type lb (Illus­
tration 4) with Sltraight-foot ed nu,me,r­
al is known as late as February 15, 
118,69 and. with a diffe r•en1t new Russian 
town m aPlc It is also kno,wn on the 
Russian 10<-kopeck enve'lopes of 1868. 

Warsaw's numeral 1 circle, killer, 
con1mones t cancellation in the p er iod 
of th,e "Lone Adhesive," oc·curs s,par ­
ing,ly on Russian s tamps from 18,6·5 on . 
IIJJformation as to· how long it con­
tinued is lacldng thus far; but the 
s,carcity and the pre-1866 stam ps rm 
which it is found sugges,t tha t it went 
out of use some time in. 1.8•66. Up to 
now I have seen or h ad Teport only of 
material off cover. 

On the town marks•: 
Warsaw town marks c on.ti'~.ue un­

changed for quite a p€riod. The small 
circle, dating back t o. the 1850's ij!I 

known up to 1870 ('l'llus,t ratio n 5). It 
is on a regi.stered sta.m:pless of June 
64-2 

3, 1869 to S,chrimm in Poznan. It is on 
t'he Octo'ber 1'7, 1869 cover wMch is 
latest reported w ith octag,on ldlle-r; 
a·n<d on a s tam pless to Fran : e, J an. 17, 
1870 in bla,ck. The 1870· red use 01' it 
to, Tri e.ste, rei])orted· by me in "The 
Stam p SpeciaEst," Orang€ Book, ar­
ticle of 1941, p. 91, is on a cove·r now 
owneci by me. Th e date t~rn s out to 
be 1860, not 187·0, as had been re,ported 
to me. Th e Russian-alphabet town 
mark of W arsaw, mad-e for use 0n 
east bound mail , continues· in regula-r 
use on su ch mail (Illus,t ration 6), both 
sta,mped and stamp'le-ss. Like th e small 
Warsaw town mark, it c om e,s in both 
red and bla'ck in t11is period. The lat­
es t date thu s far known to m e is June 
13, 1869, in red, on a stamped' cover to 
.Sokolow. 

'Th e Warsaw large Latj.·n- arp'ha,b et 
(Illustrati on 7) is known to Nov. 3, 
186·6, but most like,ly w ill be found into 
18617, in both red and blaC'lc 

Th e earli es<t Russia n town m a rk in­
troduced at '\Varsaw came in while the 
Russ-i a n-,tanguage mark of the Polish 
service was still in use. This double 
circle (Illustratio:n 8) is lrn-o,wn to me 
from a letter of Feb, 15, 1869 with 
vVarsaw square killer type l a. The 
date, in the Julian calendar, reads lFe,b­
ruary 3.-but the contents· g ive the 
Gr-egorian or "ordinary" date. 

·T,h e second Russ 1ian to,wn ma'rl, (Il­
lm1tration 9) is a s ing le circ'le d<Jvice. 
April 29, 1870 is the only date of u s.e 
I have-and the Warsaw square killer 
type 2a is used with it. 

By 18'73, date of next cover seen by 
me, these two m arks a nd' the square 
killers have vanished. They are re­
placed by the typical Russ•ian double 
circle marks, similar to those used 
elsewher e througho,ut the CzaT's em ­
pire at that perioc\., Mruck on the 
stamp without ki'J.ler. 

The -old Polish rater mark, boxed 
FRANCO in arc, continued in us,e in 
r ed at vVarsaw on for eign mail, both 
stampect and prepaid stamp-less in to 
1870 (Illustration 10-). Th,is mark cor­
responds, to the U. S. p ostal marking 
"PALD." In the late use the amoun~ 
of postage is written in r ed crayon 
beLow the FRANCO h a nds tamp. The 
year 18'70 stampless usage is the lat• 
est I have seen~proba,bly th€ mark 
vanished in that year. 

Fro·m eLsewhere than Warsaw c'ov­
ers showing the transition between 
the Polish stamps and mar<ks in 1-865, 
and the strict'ly Russian material af-
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t er 18-70 are very h a rd to find. We 
have to rely ve,ry largely on loose 
stamps for our informati on. Quite a 
fair number of P ,ol is·h ,circle kill ers .,f 
the usu a l type (IllustraUon 11) occ~1r 
on these. Th e• 10 -.kopeck stam:p is tl:e 
one on w,hi·ch we u suall y find t hem--' 
though ot'her valu es o·ccur very sparse ­
ly. Th e s•tamps a re of the, 18·66 issu e 
mostly, with a fair proportion of th<cl 
1865's and an -occasional belated item 
of the 185'8's. 

\Ve als·o hav e occasional stampless 
up to 1,869, a ll of th em s h owing Polish 
town marks. Furthermore, we have 
occasiona l examiples of th e R uss ian 
practice of t h e 1870's in t'his· period, 
but with the old Polish t : •wn mar ks. 
in s triking the• town m ark on th e 
stamp as kiH er. Rachm·anov repc r ts 
Kolo, L omza, and W ar t a this way. 

The termfoal R. P. 0 . marlrn sur ­
v ived very late in cer t ain cases. The 
BW m ark of Bydgosc & V ienna sta­
tion in Warsa w (Illustration 12) oc­
curs, and the D. B. 1 of the Bydgosc 
s,taUon t•h ere (Illus,trati.on 13) are , in 
fac t , m·ore o'ften s,een in t his use than 
under t'he Polish aidm inis,tratio n . The 
D.B.2 of this station is said to be 
plentiful in the 18<65-6,9 period a lso­
but that appears t o b e hea rsay. I have 
n ever yet ever seen it u sed t his late. 

Mr. Raic.hmanov reports tha t the 
BW ldl1ler was a lte r ed· by chipping the 
le tter s out, and k-ept i·n use a t the 
Bydgos-,-Vienna s,tation in W arsaw up 
to 187'4 . We haive 'Only h is word· for 
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t,his·. There is no question but !hat Po ­
lis•h killers w ithout num eral ap·pear 
on Russian stamps of the 1866 is s ue ; 
but the ill ustration s fu rnished by 
Count Polanski and Mr. Rachmanov 
do not g ive u s any s ign tha t the iden ­
tificat ion as the BW mark cnipped is 
valid. Nor does anythdng in the text 
of these two gentlemen's, hooks h elp 
us in t1h e lea•st. 

A curi'O us doub4e cirole m a rkin,g o-c ­
curs in th e p eriod of tra·rnrition . It is 
identi fied as a n R. P. 0. mark from 
Lodz by Mr. R a chmanov, and its read ­
ing is not yet su rely inter.preted. The 
mark, rep-orted from 1867 only, could 
stan d f.or either a railroad line or a 
t ermin a l R . P. 0. It is· struck on the 
stamp in ,black, without other mark, 
an1d sometimes has m:anuscrip,t day 
and month in the center (Illus,tration 
14). 'The· r erud"ing "W.D.Z. LODZ" is 
inter'J)reted by R a chmanov as "\,Vie ­
d·ens ka Droga Zelazna" meaning "Vi­
enna RaiJ,road," because t h e li"e to 
Lod.z was a bram,ch of the Vienna line. 
V incecn,t D o,mans<k•i and I have pre­
f erred to think it "Wars,;aws,ka Droga 
Zelazna," m eaning- "Warsaw Ra,Hroad" 
and s,o suggested in "The Stamp Spe­
cialis't," Blue Book 1941 tre,atmBnt. 
Th€ line in to L od,z, complete-d in 1867, 
was a hranch from t h e ra'ilroad from 
Wa,rsaw to Vienna, and would be a 
natural for a W •arsaw-Lodz s ervice 
only. So I n ow t en t a tive ly a ttribute 
the W.D.Z. mark t o the Lodz termin­
al of the WaI'.saJW railroa·d. The chance 
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Vh a t it is an actual R.P.O. mark is 
thin , s,ince the normal Russian ,type 
uf large dated R .P.O. mark W:ould pre­
•sumably be introduced o,n, a line op­
en ed this la te. 

The Route Mark (Illustration 15) 
and Bull 's, Eye killer (lllustJra tion 16) 
of t'he Polish R.P.O.'s• were contin ued 
at l east into 18•66. H. D. S . Haverbeck 
has one cover of Route 8 (Warsaw­
Vi enna .Jine) with R ussian s tamp, of 
that date; I h ave a stamp,Jess wit h 
Route 7 (Warsruw-Bydgosc) on it, t o 
Paris, dat ed within Nov. 3, 18·66 and 
year verified by French postmarks. 

A number of bilingual double line 
town marks, with m s. date below them, 
usually box,ed and in ,bla~k, are known 
on stam,pless of Poland in the yea rs 
1865-68 (llustration 17). Such marks 
are thus far n ot knorwn on stamped 
covers of the period . Th e list of the 
known stampless uses wiH be found 
in "T'he Stamp ,Specialist," Orange 
Bo·ok, article by Domanski and my ­
self, 194,1, page 94. 

All this evideruce· w orks up into a 
coh erent and in teresting story. 

W •ith the impend ing absorption of 
the Polish postal s ystem into the Rus­
sian, Russ'ian s·t-amps were supplied to 
Polish offices prior to April 13, 186·5-
perhaps many weeks a head of that 
and gradually superseded the Polish 
issue. After the rubso•rption , .except for 
t he abs•ence of P o,!is'h stam ps, the u s ­
ages were unchanged. The PoUsh post 
marks continue in regular use on the 
Rus,sian stamps, and stamples,s usage 
on mail r eturns t o a fair extent. 

vVorn out devices are r etired now 
a nd then as in previous years. 

A few new marks come into us1e be­
fure 18,69. 

With 18-69 the replacement of the 
Polish t dwn marks begins, Du.ring 
1870• it proceelds, and apparently by 
the end -of that year it is complete. 
Russia n usage, with t own mark struck 
on the stam•ps, replaces· the Pofislh pro­
ceduce with killer during 18-70·. 

If any Polish marks were in us-e in 
1·871, it was strictly a,ccid·en:tal and 
aigainst the offidal orders. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Kenneth Kania #368J 
23 Rossiter Avenue 
Yonkers 2, New York 

FILATELISTA PO·LSKI 

P.olonus member R ayall de Ragan, of 
Poznan , Poland, is credited with s,en d­
ing the fi rst issue (nr. 1-3) of "Fila­
telista Polski" (The Polish Philatelist ). 
On the inside cover appears a full page 
a dvertisem ent of the well -known house 
of John Witkowski, which was, es tab­
lished in 1926. His former correspon­
dents will be pleased to know that 
this esta blishment is again fu nction­
ing on a full scale, but his pre-war 
address is now ch anged to S1w. Marcin 
18/1. 

The first pa,ge is d eVIOted to a stat e·­
ment by th e Publication Committee, 
in which claim is made Vhat the new 
"Filatelista Polski" is the only month­
ly journal now ·published in all of Po­
land. It is the officia·l pu 'Jl ication fo r 
t'he Pozn·an Ph ila'teUc Clulb. ' 

This is, followed with am excellent 
article dealing w'ith "Ca:~h P ,aid" 
markilllgs used in Poland fur aibout 
t,wo w eeks after the w ith&rawal oJ' 
German occupational for,ces. It is a,c­
companied by a fu ll page of illustra­
tions. 

The leading arfi•cle covers t~e Gnie­
zn·o invert. It is well written, very 
informative and nicely illu,stra ted. 

Some space is devoted Vo a listin r; 
o•f philatelic pub.Jicatio,ns, among which 
the POLONU,S is mentioned. More 
t han a p:age of informa tion is supplied 
about recent issu es o-f stam•ps and 
postail cards. This is followed with a 
listing of names and addre•sse's o-f of­
ficers currently lea ding Vh e P'.oznan 
Philatelic Club. There a re two col ­
umns of smaH ads, finally end,ing with 
more extensive and elaborate aidver­
tising. 

A number of copies is on hand and 
made availa ble o-nly to members of the 
Polonus, by payment o.f fif t een cents. 

-<Clement A. PulaStki 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Polonus PMlateli D Society is 
now preparing a list of suggestions 
a nd c:o-rrections for the PO'LAND a nd 
Assoc.iated countries sections for the 
Editors ocf S cott' s Ca taLog for 1949. 
Anyone h aving any suggesti-ons or cor­
rections to rep ort please d:o· so ait once 
b y writing t o Myro·n E. S.teczynski, 
4'154 North L ecla'ire Avenue, Chicago 
41, Illinois. 



Zarki Municipal Issues• 
By Myron E. S•teczynski 

Genuine 

1. Distinct co l o,r. 
2. Lin es of illustration deli ,a t e an d 

g•radually sha;ded. 
3•. Highlight in ciz,cul ar windorw above 

door in lower l,e,ft. 

4. ·Top of tree gradually ind1istinct. 
5. Cloud,s· delicately shaded. 
6. Contrast between front and side of 

,main tower. 
7. People in courtyard ha·ve light and 

d·aTk clothes. 
8. Smouth perforation, 11 ½. 
9 . Bluish pape·r in ultravi'olet r ays. 

The town orf Zarki in t'he ·province of 
Kieke, on the ·railr-oad between Zaw­
iercie and Gzesto•2howa i.s,sued large 
lithograph ed po·stage s,t amps of a sin­
gle design showing the local church 
with the mar-ket place in t h e fore­
grou nd. T :h e white rectang le at the 
bottom is insc-ribed "Poczta mie•jska w 
Z arkac'h" (Municipal Post in Zar,ki) 
and the value appears in both upper 
-corners. The stamps were printed in 
sheets of 50-10 wide by 5 rngh-"With 

Counterfe it 

1. Col o,r somerwhat off from genuin e. 
2. Lines of illustration coarse•r, heav-

ier and somewhat spoitty. 
3. Highlights directl y a t left. 

4. Top of tree heavy and d<l-stinct. 
5. Clouds severely shaded. 
6. Less contrast between front and 

side. 
7. Most pBOp-le ap:pear dark. 

8. 1Smooth or rough pel'fS, or imperf. 
9 . White paper in ult•raviol et rays. 

sheet ma,z,gins from 10 to 15 mm. wide. 
Guide marks ap,pear at the sides of 
the midd-le row. 

The important point of inter est a­
bout these stamps is the -large number 
of counterfeits• which flood t'he Amer­
Lean and Eur opean markets. Genuine 
cop i es have al.ways b een extremel y 
scarce. The Hlustrati-o,n in the Polish 
Handbook Ikaros (1935) shto.ws a used 
copy for the gernuine stamp, as ;s the 
prruc,tice th,rougho ut th e book when, 

* Re,p-riruted by permission fr.om .S•TA!M!PIS. 



apparently, the rmiblisher had difficul­
ty in finding a genuine, mint copy. The 
only dealer in Poland up to 1928 who 
had ori,ginal copies was· Ewald Eich­
enwald in Warsaw, but later (aibou.t 
193•6) they were available from the es­
tate of Dr. Anthony Horak in Kralww. 
Stamps of Zarki ap•pear in auction 
cataLogs from time to time and are 
listed at prices for genuine copies. The 
rule, "Let the buyer beware," should 
be uppermost regarding these issues. 

Genuine and counterfeit copi es are 
illustrated with po'ints •of inte•rest to 
gui'd,e co,l!ectors. It should be noted 
that all the original s,tamps are per­
forated 11½, s,o thaJt all impe11foratc 
copies are consequ-ently counterfeited. 
The- perforated counterfeits -can be de­
tected by deviations in •co11or, by in­
ferior (crude) deitails of des ign, and in 
some cases by roug,h perforations. The 
key to genuineness is the highlight re­
sembling a new moon on the leeft edge 
of the round window just above the 
dloo1:1Way. In the o'l'iginals, this half­
moon is toward the lower left; in the 
counterfeits it is directly to the left. 
T,he counterfeits are not as. clearly 
etched as the originals. Under ultra­
violet r!l,yS the •pf!!per of the originals 
is bluish, while the paper of the coun­
terfeits is quite• white. 

Prof. Mikste·in's detwHed. analysis of 
full sheets of thes•e issues reveals two 
distinct type·s olf each value, depend­
ing on whether they come from the 
odd or even vertical columns in the 
sheet. These types are distinguished 
by the details of the numerals which 
may have certain flaws, or by the po­
siUon of the shields in the thi rd issue. 
The dis•C'Ussion of tfrl.e distinguishing 
marks is beyond the scope, of this ar­
tide, but the rea,der is re'ferr-ed to Is­
sues 66-70 of Ikaros Monthly (May­
Seiptember 19,37). 

The stamps we,re issued to help de­
fray the cost of delivery of mail, with 
rates established in aceord'ance with 
t,he following schedule for the various 
services,: 

Altogetiher, there were nine stamps 
iss,ued in three· sets of three stamps as 
follows: 

First Issue, Oct. 10, 19118-
3h blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000, !<ssue<l 
5h red .... . ... .. .. .. , 5,000' issued 

12h olive ... , ........ ·5,0001 issued 
Se.cond Issue, Oct. 18 to 28-

6h in red on 31h .... 5,0·0•() issued 
!Oh in violet on 5h .. 5,010•0• issued 
24h in red on 12·h .... 5,000 issued 

Third Issue, Oct. 24, 19'18-
6h violet . . . . . . . . . . 10-,00{! issued 

!Oh green . . . . . . . . . . 10,0·00' iss•ued, 
2,4'h orange . . . . . . . . . 10,000, issued 

6halerzy6 10 nalm~ 10 24 halerz124 

·T,he,re were 10,0•o,o each of the first 
iss1ue printed, but 5,0•00 of each were 
later struck with a rectangular hand­
stamp 18-½x8,½mm with new value to 
double the ori-ginal value of each 
st•am•p, in aigreement with increa:sed 
rates as given in the listing given 
he.retofore. The smxharge was ap,;J.Jie·d 
once to ea:h 'ho-rizontal pair of stamps 
so that only haH tJhe impres·sion ap­
pears on the edge of a s:ing-le stamp. 
Thr,ough an error, some of these, 3h 
stamps were struck in red w ith the 
10h hands•tamp, and in an attempt to 
correct this error, the stamps were 
again struck in .black wi llh the 6,11. 
handstamp, so that in this, way a dis­
tinct varie-ty was created. 

The handboo·k "Ikaros" lists the 
double h.andstam,ped variety as hav­
ing the l0h. struck in viol et and the 
6h in red, but tMs information is con­
tr,ary to a copy in the Larking c'OJ.lec­
tion, guaranteed by Pr.o•f. Miksitein and 
by Dr. Alicja Horak, whose late father 
Dr. Anthony Horak, was the med'ical 
officer o•f the lo.cail oommand when 
the stamps were issued, and who had 
a substantial quantity o.f the stamps 
on hand for Pr,of. Mil<Stein's examin­
ation. 

IN NE1IGH!BiORiING RATES 
WIITIHillN ZkRiKI 
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Printeld Matter 
and Post Cards 

Letters 

Regist. Letters 
and Telegrams 

TOWN;S 

....... ····· 
Printed Matter 

and Post Cards 

Regular and Regist. 
Letters and TeJ.eg. 

Oct. 10-17, 1918 Oct. f8-28, 1918 

3 hellers 6 heller,s 

5 hellers 10 heJ.lers 

12 hellers 24 hellers 



Be,sides the ahove signifi :ant a:nd 
rare error, other irregularities appe'lr 
in the hands·tamped S•uroha-,ge,s, suc'h 
a;s interchange of colors, two halves of 
the surcharge on a single stamp, in­
verts, etc. These err-o'l's appea r almo 3t 
eX'clu's,jve ly on actua.J ly L;sed cop,ies , 
indicating th eir unintenti,o·nal charac­
ter wMch was discovered lrntecr in con­
trast to err,ors appearing on mint ,oop­
ies of other 9tamps whi.ch m,ig'ht ,have 
a more s,peculative character because 
of intentional variations,. 

The use of the o,ver·printed stam r s 
began on Oct. 18 and extend ed into 
the term of the tMrd issue, which ran 
from Oct. 24 to 28. 19'18. 

The stamps ,of the third i~•sue differ 
fr,om those· of Vhe first iss,ue in the 
design surrounding the numerals. In 
the firs,t is:sue the numera ls are ln 
ornamental circles-in the third is-sue 
the numerals are in r•ectangul::tr 
shields. 

Zarki Cancellation 

The Zarki cancellation was 36mm. 
in c1ia,meter with a Polish eagle in re­
verse colo,r wiVhin a 22mm. circle and 
the words ZA!RJKI/K'ROL PODSKIE in 
the band. The cancellation did not 
beaJI· a date. 

(EdiDor's Note: 
If any of our readers are still in 

doubt about t'he authenti.c'ity of their 
copies after r eading the ab.ove, Mr. 
Steczynski will g ladly expe,rtise such 
copies. It is assumed thlat a s•tampe::l 
wddreSS'OO envelope will acco,m;pany any 
su,ch requests.) 

RESIGNATIONS 

1S. L. Bialkowski 
22,4,9 N . Springfie,ld A venue 
Chicago 47, Illinois 

NEW ISSUES 

By J. J. Domar 

It is reported unoffidally that the 
following new issues are to appear: 

A new corrumemorative in honor of 
the "Bicycle Races Around Poland." 
Th'is is not to b e confused with the 
recently is,sued "Warsaw-Praha Bicy­
cle" commemorative, and is to be 
known as the "Tour de Pologne" is­
sue. Value unknown a t this date. 

Anofuer stamp is to be issued for 
the "Exhibition of Regained land in 
Wroclaw." Value unknown. 

Additional issues are for the "Sea 
Holiday" and netw values of the· "Wi­
osna Ludio1w" st1amip. 

Jn the New Issues column in the 
BULLIDTIN of De'Cember 1'917-January 
191418, Issue No. 60, we annouI1Jc,ed a 
co.m·memorative sheet to be issued. 
Th'is sheet was is,sued on June 10, 
1948. 

The sheet is rather attractive con­
sis1ing of one ewch .of the recent sec­
ond coJ,o,rs of the Famous Poles series. 
Printed on the, top of the sheet are, 
the words "Pocz.t:a Pols'ka," on the 
bottom "I~ultura Po•lska," and all is 
enclo,sed witrMn a border of oak leaves. 
It was printed b,y Gounnoisier, Inc., 
in Switzerland. The colors wre hright­
er and clearer than on the ori-g!nal 
stamps. It is r eported that only 30,000 
sheets were issued. 

·The face value, of each she•et is 62 
zlotys and added is an ove,rchange of 
43:8 zlotys, making a total face value 
of 5010 zlotys. 

The following hras been re'POl'te,d• as 
the inside story uf the,, distributi'on of 
these s'heets: Mem.bers uf recognized 
philatelic or,ganiza;tfons were penmit­
ted to subs1::,ribe for two, sheets, and 
on June 14, 1'94·8, non e of thes;e sheets 
could be purchased in the re,gular pos­
tal channels. It is further reported that 
th e only way to obtain a sheet is on 
the bla;ck market at 120·0· zlotys !" 

H this is true (Polonu,s will attempt 
to verify) then the issue, shou.1d not be 
r,ecognized. 

APPLICATION P1END,ING 

RJ~bert A. Wilson 
American gm1baJssy 
Warsaw, Poland 



TIO BITS 

We are very hap,py to learn 'that 
'Our meimbe r Vincent D!o ,11ans1;d , wh o 
is also President of the S·ociety 0f 
PhiilateHc Americans, 'has r ecovered 
from a most s eri ou s illness . He is still 
under d•o .,tor's care a n d on a ver r 
strict die t. 

We r eport tha t our president, Ches­
ter Mikucki, is on t1h e mend. He is 
stiH a t HJnes Hos,pital, however. Vi'e 
,h'ope t o see Chester at home very, very 
soon. 

According to the r eport given t o 
the S·ociety at its last meeting, Dr. 
M. E. Uzna nski , Director of POL:PEX 
1'949 (ou r 10th a nniversary exhibit) 
has been as busy a s the proverbial 
beaver. Great things are oeing ,planned 
to p l'oper ly commemora te th:is, so very 
imp•ortant event in our h:istor y. W e 
r egret we canno,t give you more ot' 
the details but we h ope to have the 
complete list, and a n iln p10.s,in•g 0 ,1,e it 
is , of the comm.ittees, which are t o 
a ~sist the Director. 

• • • 
Col. Schrader rep'orts he judged the 

Kentuckiana Stamp E 'xhioit sponrsor ­
ed by the Louisville ,S tam p Societ y and· 
N•ew Albany Stamp C lu b, and a 1'so 
gave his ta1k on Tibet at the Ddnner 
in con j un•ction therew ith , a ll of Which 
was held in Jerffersonville, Indiana, on 
May 22, 194'8. 

• • • 
On March 30, a n ew sta mp club was 

organized in Dertroit's northeast sec ­
tion - the LASKY ,S'TA-1\1,P CLUB, 
which will m eet regu•la r ly on th e sec ­
ond a nd fourth Tu esday e vening of 
each month at th e Dasky Community 
Center at 7: 30 p.m. a nd a ll collectors• 
are welcome. Officer,s a re: M,rs. C. 

6'4-8 

Lewandow,ski, ·Prreside nt; Ed1m,und 
Janczewski , re20J:"ding secretary; Frank 
.Stasyszyn, finarncial secreil'ary and 
\ Valter Kola n kowski # 229, se rgean t­
at -arms. 

HANS FRANK "STAMP" 
OFFERED IN LONDON 

While H a n s Frank was guvernor of 
Poland he ord erred the A,u s.t rian P rin t ­
ing Works to prepare a stamp issue 
depicting himself. TMs was done, r ~­
po,rts ,S. Ba,yer, contrary to Nazi or­
ders that a ll such issues should first 
be approv,ed by Hitler . The stamps 
were sent for apJ)'roval only a fteJ:" they 
had been printed, but before issue,1. 
Na:turally, th e issue was promptly or­
de r ed d es troyed and those r,e,s•p oILsib,e 
f.or the m a nufa,cturn punfs1h erd. Since 
] ' rank remained governor, it is not 
known whether he w a s r,ebuked. When 
Vienna w a s li b,errated by the Russians 
a n envel'ope marked "top secr et" and 
containing a few 01' these stam ps was 
rooted aILd sold. T,hey hav,e n ow reach­
ed phila t eli c channels and1 a re heing 
soJ.d by a London ,compa ny a t £ 11 
each!- Ed1ith M. F'isrhe•r, in, Netwark 
Sund•ay Neiws. 

L es,ter Jankowski, Editor 
101 So. L a Salle .St. 
Chicago 3, Ill. 

Pert P owell, Publicity Mgr. 
6528 So. Wolcott Ave. 
Chicago 36, Ill. 

J. J . D a mar, Business Mgr. 
3'715 Cl inton Ave. 
Berwyn, Ill. 
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