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choice - used, unused, singles, blocks, covers, etc. 
Every U. S. collector should have the latest edition, 
now current. The list is fr ee. Send for it today. 

DISCOUNTS ... 
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l 0 % to 60% (a few even higher) . You can't 
go wrong on Scott's prices. 

CONDITION ... 

Scott quotes on fine examples, only, so there are 
no premiums for you to figure and you are 
assured of stamps you will be proud to own. It 
pays to deal with America's oldest stamp firm. 
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Memo to Members: 

The C. C. P. 
Committee 

Publicity 
Committee 

Membership 
Committee 

The Collectors Club is expanding its activities in 
various ways . Many opportunities are available to those 
who want to participate in this expansion and enjoy the 
opportunity of giving in some little , or big, way to the 
progressive advancement of our Club. 

Your Board of Governors has set up committees, 
and these committees are to be made up of volunteers. 
A member may serve on any or all committees of his, or 
her , choice . Attendance at committee meetings is not 
absolutely necessary, but active support of the commit­
tee 's work is the only requirement. 

Here are a few of the committee opportunities! 
Look them over and decide for yourself which one , or 
ones , you would like to support! Then-give-for you 
will enjoy our opportunities! 

The Collectors Club Philatelist Committee and Staff 
are determined to make their quarterly the finest phila ­
telic publication in the world . This cannot be done· 
with paper and ink alone-we need outstanding ma ­
ter ial as well' If you have , or know of , such outstanding 
research material , you can help by sending it in and be­
coming a part of this committee 's activities. 

A Publicity Committee is working on a beautifu l 
pocket-size l;>rochure of your Club. It will tell the his ­
tory of The Collectors Club and show in pictures the 
present Club activities as well as some of our plans for 
the future . This will be a booklet that you will want 
to keep for yourself as well as to show your friends , for 
you will be proud of your Club . Perhaps you may even 
want to present one to a worthy prospective member ! 

The Membership Committee is working hand - in ­
hand with the Public ity Committee on the brochure and 
w ill soon be directing a di gnified program to expand our 
membership with the same quality of members we now 
have . There are many who have missed the opportunity 
of becoming a part of The Collectors Club . You can be 
a member o f this committee , too, if you wish to help 
us , and yourself , on this very vital part of the Club's 
expansion . 
2 COLLECTORS CLUB PHI LATEL IST 



·Library 
Committee 

House 
Committee 

Program 
Committee 

The Library Committee is already at work correlat­
ing material and organizing the Library so it can , and 
will, serve all members. The paid Librarian is being 
installed and supported by the activity of many members 
so that soon all members may enjoy what is now the 
finest philatelic library in th is hemisphere, and which 
we hope to make the outstanding one in the world . You 
may help by giving your spare philatelic books to this 
library. Do not send magazines or periodicals without 
first consulting the chairman , as we have all the later 
periodicals and need but few of the older issues. Even 
if you think we have a book which you are willing to 
give, send it on as it may be in better condition than the 
one we now have. 

The House Committee is already in full swing. It, 
together with its sub-committee, called the Greeting 
Committee , is going over the house from basement to 
roof , analyzing what will be necessary to take care of 
not only its maintenance but its attractiveness. They 
even have some plans for the future , which will be an­
nounced later , that will make the Club property more 
enjoyable for all of us . Additional shelving is in the 
process of being built to take care of the expansion of 
the Library, and some of the lady members are giving 
their artistic touch to the decorating and arranging of 
the furnishings to make you r Club homey, pleasant and 
attractive-not only to you but to your friends. 

Use your Club-send your friends to some of the 
Progra m Committee meetings! The Program Committee 
worked hard to set up a marvelous progra m for this year 
-and they are already working on the program fo r 
1949. Send in you r sugges tions ; attend the meetings, 
and bring your philatelic friends with you! There are a 
lot of other golden opportunities for all of us to grasp 
in this new program, and you will hear more later re­
garding the activ_ity. Your opportunity to give to your 
beloved hobby through activity in The Collectors Club 
is one from which you will receive great enjoyment-if 
you grasp the opportunity! 

Yours sincerely, 

PRESIDENT 
COLLECTORS CLU B P HILAT EL I ST 3 



Specialists in the sale 
. of FINE STAMPS by 

Auction 

HARMER ROOl(E & CO., Inc. 
560 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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MATCH, MEDICINE 

AND PLAYING CARD STAMPS 

ISSUED BY 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DURING THE YEARS 1864 TO 1883 

AND 1898 TO 1900 

"THE CIVIL AND SPANISH 

AMERICAN WARS" 

All the stamps are listed in Scott's Specialized Catalogue 
and are of various interesting shapes and sizes in many attrac­
tive designs as made to the individual order of the manufac­
turing concerns using them. 

Our stock is second to none, and as the stamps were 
used on bottles and boxes , perfect copies are really scarce and 
our prices , based on condition , vary accordingly. 

There is a constant and increasing demand , so if at all 
interested , now is the time to buy. Want- lists by either the 
old or new catalogue numbers , stating the desired condition 
of the stamps , will have our careful attention . 

For the Advanced Collector we have an assortment of 
multiple pieces and will be pleased to furnish a list of the 
higher priced and rare items that we have on hand . 

We are always in the market to purchase not alone 
Match and Medicine stamps, but anything fine in United 
States postage , envelopes or revenues. 

WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST 

E~onomist Stamp Co.~ In~. 

87 Nassau Street, New York 7, N. Y. 
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8anabn:a 's 
AIR POST CATALOGUE 
1948 EDITION 

/u/ly rew:sed and 

brought up-to-date 

THE ONLY COMPLETE 
GUIDE TO 

Air Post Collecting 
* Pri~e: 

$6.00 pins postage 
(Regular Edition Only ) 

ORDER NOW! 

NICOLAS SANABRIA, INC. 
521 5th Ave. at 43rd St., New York 17, N. Y. 
6 COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 



COSTA RICA 
First Postage Stamps of 1863 

Costa Rican government archives 

and American Bank Note Co. files 

yield official data on the issue 

By R. J. MECHIN with ALEX A. COHEN 
P
ROBABLY there is no similar small 
group of stamps about which as much 
mis-information has been written as 

this particular issue of Costa Rica. Much of 
this is due to the fact that these stamps have 
never had the popularity which we believe 
they deserve, due primarily to the unfortunate 
handling of the remainders, and as a result 
the studies ( ?) made have been very super­
ficial. 

The reader will notice that from time to 
time we make what might be considered 
sligh ting references to the work of such a 
well known philate list as Dr. Herbert Munk. 
These are not made with an air of superi­
ority, or to be unnecessarily critical of the 
work of others, but in an effort to correct. 
certain statements made about these stamps 
which for many years have been accepted as 
facts and which we believe we have been 
able to disprove and correct. 

Since its publication, the article "The Reales 
Issue of Costa Rica - A Study" by T. F. 
Marriner, which appeared in Gibbons Stamp 
Mont hly in October and ovember of 1928, 
has been considered by many collectors to be 
the most authoritative article written on this 
issue. Unfortunately, it is full of inaccuracies 
and guesses and has done much to foster mis­
taken notions about certain aspects of these 
stamps. An excellent article by J. A . Quigley 
appeared in .the September 20, 1947, issue of 
W eekly Philatelic Gossip, in which he sum­
marizes much of the best that has appeared in 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
the foreign and U. S. philatelic press on these 
stamps. 

Sources of Information 

As will be noted, much of our "official" 
information was obtained through the cour­
tesy of the American Bank Note Co., en­
graver and printer of these stamps. While we 
in no way wish to belittle the extreme coope­
ration and uniform courtesy shown us by the 
officials of the American Bank Note Co., and 
in particular Walter E. Smith, first vice 
president, this was only possible through the 
assistance of don Raul Gurdian, at that time 
(I 936) Secretary of Finance of Costa Rica. 

Translations of the letters from His Excel­
lency don Raul Gurdian are as follows: 

SECRETARY OF STATE IN THE DEPARTMENT 
OF TREASURY AND COMMERCE. 

San Jose, Costa Rica. 
July 31 , 1936. 

Mr. R. J. Mechin, 
St. Lawrence County, 
Edwards, . Y. 

Esteemed Sir: 

At the request of Mr. Alex A. Cohen, 
I take the liberty of informing you, 
with regard to your wishes of gaining 
7 
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access to the archives of th e American 
B ank Note Company of New York, 
th at on the part of this Secretariat 
th ere is no objection in permitting you 
th e study and examination of the ar­
chives of this important business house 
insofar as it relates to th e issues of 
Costa Rican stamps made there for th e 
purposes proposed by you. 

Attached you w ill find a letter ad­
dressed to the American B ank Tote 
Company, so that you personally may 
take it there. 

I am your attentive and sure servant 
(s igned) Raul Gurdian. 

San J ose, Costa Rica. 
July 31, 1936. 

American Bank Tote Company, 
New York, . Y., U. S. A. 

Dear Sirs: 

Mr. R . J. Mechin, of New York, 
plans to write a history of the early 
stamps of Costa Rica, and requests 
authorization from our Government to 
be permitted to enter you r important 
commercial house for the purpose of 
examining, studying and photographing 
documents related with the early issues 
of stamps of Costa Rica. 

On our part, there exists no objec­
tion to accede to the desire of Mr. 
Mechin, and if no objections exist on 
you r part, I request you to gr ant him 
access to your files related with these 
issues of stamps for the sole purpose 
above mentioned. 

I am your very attentive and sure 
se rvant, 

(s igned) R aul Gurdian. 

A s w ill r ead ily be seen from these letters it 
would have been entirely possible for the 
American B ank Note Co. to have refused us 
access to the files on these stamps and the 
justification of such a course became more 
apparent after talks with Mr. Smith and 
hearing of some of the a ttempts w hich have 
been made to defraud this company. For 
this reason, the courtesy of the American 
Bank ote Co. is all the more appreciated 
8 
and too, the many questions we asked i\1r. 
Smith mu st have tried th eir patience many 
times, although we naturally endeavored not 
to impose upon th eir generosi ty. We also wish 
to express our appreciation to Henry R. 
Treadwell , vice president of th e American 
Bank Note Co. 

We are also especially indebted to don 
Ricardo Fernandez Guardia, Director of the 
National Archives of Costa Rica, for allow­
ing us to have photographed the complete 
progress of Decree No. 2 th rough the legis­
lature, from the original documents now in 
th e National Archives ( th ese photographs
form an important part of the collection of
th e w riter) as well as for oth er valu able 
assis t ance given us with much of the early
historical data presented in th ese articles. 

In addition, the Archives and the Copy
Book of th e Cost a Rican Foreign Office were
made avai lable to us for stu dy by the H on­
orable Tobias Zuniga Montufar, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Cos ta Rica, in 1939, wh ich 
enabled us to make th e final conn ection be­
tween th e legis lation auth orizing the new
regulations for a Postal Administration ( De­
cree o. 2 of September 9, 1862) and the
placing of the first orders for th e va rious
values of this issue, an invaluable contribu tion 
to our study. The research work in th e Costa
Rican Foreign Office was done for us by don
Fern ando Munoz, Executive Assistant and 
C hief Clerk of the D epartment of Justice,
P arole and Worship (a branch of th e For ­
eign Office). 

Reports of the Postal Service 

Due to th ; fact that many quotations from
th ese reports are made from time to time, we
will give references instead of using foot
notes each time a quotation from , or a refer­
ence to, one of them is made. In general
these reports are not th ose of th e Postmaster
Gene r al, but of the Minister of th e Treasury
under w hose jurisdiction the P ost Office De­
partment was operated . Unfortunately, we
have far from a complete set of even these
reports, but have all those w hich have so far
been found: 

Report for 1863-64; Cost a Rica Fila­
telica No. 13, J anu a ry, 1936, page 16. 

Repo rts for 1865 and 1866; none ren­
dered ( ?) . 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 



COSTA RI CA-FIRST PO STAGE STAMPS OF 1863 
R eport for 1867 ; Costa Rica Fil atelica 
No. 14, April , 1936, page 4r. 

R epor ts for 1868, 1869 and 1870; none 
rendered (?) . 

Report for 1871; Costa Rica Filatelica 
No. 15, July, 1936, page 63. 

Report for 1872; Costa Rica Fil atelica 
No. 16 & 17, January, 1937, page 91. 

Report for 1873; Costa Rica Fil atelica 
No. 18, Ap ril , 1937, page l). 

Report for 1874; Costa R ica Filatelica 
No. 19, October, 1937, page 36. 

Report for 187 5; Costa R ica Filatelica 
No. 19, October, 1937, page 37. 

Report for I 876, 1877 and 1878; miss­
ing to date. 

Report for 1879 & l 880; Costa Rica 
Filate lica Nos. 26-30, J anuary, 1945, 
pages 19 & 20. ' 

Report for 1880; Costa Rica Filatelica 
Nos. 31-34, April , 1945, page 34. 

Repo rt for 1881 ; missing to date. 
R epo rt for 1882; missing to date. 

Decree Authorizing Stamps 

The first intim ation of the "re-organiz a­
tion" of the Postal Service, w hich induded 
the issuance of st amps, occurs in the report 
of the P ostal Service for 1861 , w hich was 
signed by don J ose Maria Montealegre, Sec­
retary of the Treas ury, as follows: 

"The Government being convi nced of the 
necessity of fac ilita ting communications with 
oth er countries fo r th e benefit of commerce 
and of civilization, it has promoted th e prep­
ar ation of projected new R egulations for this 
offi ce in w hich postage fo r overseas mail is 
lowered and some oversights in the present 
regulations regard ing th e keeping of accounts 
are corrected. 

"For thi s purpose it appoin ted a commission 
of expe rt personnel to engage in this wo rk 
and I have th e honor to submit to your high 
consideration th e result of their task, in order 
that you may study it and t ake th e necessa ry 
action ."1 

1 Costa R ica Filat elica No. l l , Jul y, 1935. pages 58 
and 59. 

2 By "Order XI of January 27 , 1836 of the Supreme 
Chief." Costa Rica Filat elica No. q , April , 1936, 
page 33. 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
It should be kept in mind th at th e repor t 
of th e P ostal Service for l 861 would have 
been written in 1862. 

The work of this commission is again re­
ferred to in the report of th e " General Postal 
Admi ni stration of Costa Rica," dated at San 
Jose, Apri l ·4, 1862, which reads in part: 
"I wou ld point out some reforms which ex­
perience has taught me if I were not per­
suaded that persons of known ability on th e 
subject a re engaged in a project of organi­
zation fo r th e Administration w hich I am 
servi ng ... " Signed by don R eca redo Bonilla 
and add ressed to th e Sub-Secretary of th e 
Treasury.1 

Two points see m worth mentioning here 
before proceeding w ith th e development of 
th e reo rgani zation which resulted in the in­
troduction of postage stamps: 

r. It should be kep t in mind that th e Ad­
ministra tion of P os ts remained in th e Trea­
sury D epartment throughout the period we 
a re cove ring. This same branch of the gov­
ernment ( th e Treasury D epa rtment) had 
handled th e postal aff airs of th e Republic be­
ginning in 1836.2 

2. The report of the P ostal Service for 
1874 sta tes "that a P roject of a Decree, in­
creasing r ates to th e West Ind ies and the 
coast of South America, was presented by 
the Secretariat of th e Treasury to th e H on­
orable P erm anent Commission, for consid­
eration. " This certa inly indicates th a t th e 
commiss ion which was appointed in 1861 de­
veloped into a permanent commiss ion to pass 
upon postal affairs and was functioning at 
least as late as 187.i.. 

To get back to th e development of the 
Decree leading to th e issuance of the fi rst 
st amps: Illustr ated herewith is a photograph 
of th e letter from th e commission transmit­
ting the first " project of law on th e Admin­
istration of P osts" to th e Secretary of the 
Treasury. A t ranslation fo llows : 

San J ose, May ro/ 62 . 
Honorable Mr. Minister 

of th e Treasury-
We are honored to tr ansmit to you 

the project of law on th e Administra tion 
of P os ts, which th e Supreme Govern­
ment saw fi t to commission to us. 

Intimately convinced of th e impos­
sibility of definite arranging thi s branch 
9 
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of th e public admini str ation , for rea­
sons expressed in the fin al article of the 
project, and others which should not 
escape you with respect to the desira­
bility of deferring th e law regul atin g 
the posta l service until such time as 
wh en the country may have atta ined 
g reater progress, we have limited our 
work to specifying in deta il the t ax on 
co rrespondence and the manner of its 
payment, however, should the Govern­
ment not think as we do in this part and 
if it is believed that complete regula­
tions shou ld be issued we shall gl adly 
commence such a happy task upon the 
slightest insinuation which you desire 
to make to us. 

We are with every consideration your 
very atte ntive servants 

(signed) 
Manuel J. Carazo 
Juan R. Mata 
Francisco Echeverria 
IO 
Th e origin al " project" which accompani ed 
this lette r of :M ay 10, 1862, differed but littl e 
from th e decree fin ally adopted. (While 
photog raphs of this o rigin al proj ect a re in th e 
hand s of th e write rs of this a rticle it is not 
conside red necessa ry to show it o r give a 
transla tion since , as h as already been st a ted , 
it w as changed very little in its fin al adop tion 
and those chan ges a re commented upon as th e 
" hi story" of the fin al decree is developed . ) 

The next step in the enactment of th e law 
,,·hich finall y resulted in Decree N o. 2 see ms 
to have been consid e ration of th e o rigi nal 
project by a committee of Represe nt atives . 
C hanges were suggested in th e inte rio r r ates 
" ·hich originally specified "one-half real for 
each letter, wh atever might be th eir weight," 
more deta iled in struction s were given rega rd­
in g the stamps to be iss ued , some detail s were 
added on the handling of incoming foreign 
mai ls and some additions recommended in th e 
method of checki ng up on mails which might 
be on ou tgoing ships and which had not 
passed . th rough th e post office. This work 
. . 

Photographs of letter to the Secretary of Treasury transmit­
t ing " the project of law on the Administration of Posts ." 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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seems to have been completed on July 7, 
1862, and in a letter da ted J uly IO, 1862, 
th is Committee on L egislation reported on 
th e project to th e H ouse of R epresenta tives, 
and in gener al app roved th e or iginal project . 

Discussion of this r epor t began in th e H ouse 
of R ep resentatives on July IOth and was con­
tinu ed on th e 11 th. The " report (was) ap­
proved in genera l and the d iffere nt a rt icles 
contain ed in the projec t we re discussed sepa­
ra tely" on July 14th . 

T he nex t step of which we have complete 
docu menta ry proof in th e fo rm of photo­
graphs f rom th e Na tional A rchives was a 
join t meeting of the H ouse and th e Sen ate 
du ring w hich a tentative D ecree was dr awn 
up and approved only by th e H ouse of R epre­
sentat ives on July 24, 1862. O bviously th e re 
had been considerable discussion by th e L egis­
lature before this joint mee ting, since some 
very impo rtant changes we re made in the re­
vised project befo re it appea red as a tenta­
tive Decree as mentioned above. 

The ch ange w ith w hich we a re particul a rly 
conce rn ed was the one w hich prohibited the 
sending of small parcels containing money or 
of any other cl ass throu gh th e mails. (This 
ubj ect is fully d iscussed late r on under 

" R ates .") 
Th e fi nal D ecree, w hich incidentally is des­

ignated as "No. 2," appea red in th e Gaceta 
0 fic ial No. 183 of Sep tember I 3, I 862, a copy 
of w hich is in th e collection of the w riter. 
This D ec ree was app roved by th e House of 
R ep resenta tives on A ugust 18th , by th e Sen­
ate on Sep tember I st , and became a law wi th 
Presid ent J. M. Montealeg re's signature on 
Sep tember 9, 1862. 

A complete translation, w hich is t aken from 
photographs of th e orig in al document in th e 
National Archives, fo llows ( th e reader should 
keep in mind tha t this t ransla tion h as been 
kept as liter al as possible to avoid any pos­
sible misinte rpreta tion of th e meanings ex­
pressed in this document ) : 

No. 2 

T he Sena te and C h amber of R epresenta­
tives of the R epublic of Costa R ica, joined 
in Congress . 

Fo r the purpose of fac ilitating the payment 
and collection of th e fees on post age of cor­
respondence 
COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST 
D ECREE 

A RTICLE I. Cor respondence is in te rio r o r 
exte rior : inte rio r is th at w hich passes be­
tween th e inhab itants of towns of the R e­
public ; and exterio r th a t w hich is sent to 
othe r nations, o r a rrives from th em. 

A RTICLE 2. Letters w hich arr ive from the 
exter io r o r w hich are sent to outside of th e 
R epublic should, for th e collection of post age 
fees, be classified acco rding to thei r we ight. 
If not reaching half an ounce, th ey a re single : 
do uble if we ighing h alf an ounce and do not 
reach three-qu ar ters: tripl e if w eighing three­
qua rters and do not r each an ounce; and th ey 
shall be call ed letters und er cover ( pliegos), 
o r pa rcels ( paquetes) w hen th ey weigh one 
ounce o r more. 

ARTICLE 3. The postage on letters w hich 
a re di spatched .by th e interio r posts, shall be 
a t th e r ate of t wo reales per ounce in the 
same proportions as indicated fo r exte rio r 
correspond ence by Articles 2 and 4. 

From the publication of this law no small 
packages ( encomiend as) of currency nor of 
any oth er cl ass w ill be ad mitted in the A d­
ministra tion of P osts. 

ARTICLE 4. The postage fees on exte rio r 
co rrespond ence shall be t wo reales fo r single 
lette rs, fo ur fo r do uble ones, six fo r tripl e, 
fo r lette rs under cover (pliegos) or parcels 
( paquetes) of one ounce eight re ales; and fo r 
those exceeding this a t th e r ate of eight reales 
per ounce. L oose o r band ed printed matte r 
at two reales pe r pound. Printed matter 
which is r ece ived o r di spatched closed, shall 
be considered as letters. 

ARTICLE 5. Fo r th e purpose of paying th e 
post age fees, th e re shall be two st amps, the 
1st red in color value of two reales, and th e 
2nd blue of th e valu e of half a real. T hese 
st amps shall be delive red by th e Sub-Secre­
t a ri at of th e Treasu ry to th e Adm inistr ator 
General of P osts, as · a cash ch arge for sale 
in hi s office and in th ose of his subord in a tes, 
and accounts w ill be kept in th e manner of 
th ose fo r st amped paper, or in such manner as 
th e Gove rn men t may d ispose. 

ARTICLE 6. All let te rs deposited or de­
l ive red in th e P ost O ffices and pr inted matte r 
des tined fo r th e ex te rior must be fran ked : 
th at is, mu st ca rry st amps co rresponding to 
th eir va lu e. Th e said letters and pr inted mat­
te r int rod uced by th e mail box o r brought to 
I I 
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the post offices w ith out th e corresponding 
st amps, shall always be deta ined by the A d­
min is t ra tor s, until th ey are affi xed by th e per­
sons interes ted in th ei r di spatch or by th eir 
representa tives. Fo r this purpose th ese same 
Admin is t rators shall publ ish in th e Official 
Gaze tte th e address of letters or printed mat­
ter de t ain ed w hether fo r complete absence of 
st amps or because they do not carry sufficient 
to cove r their value, acco rding to des tin at ion 
and weight. 

ARTI CLE 7. Nor can letter s, small packages 
( encomiend as) and printed matter of th e ex­
terior leave P ost Offices with out th e neces­
sary st amps according to th eir value. In 
ord er to avoid errors, as well as for ( reasons 
of ) more exped it ious d ispa tch, th e A dminis­
t ra tors of San J ose and Punta renas shall 
we igh co rrespond ence w hich th ey rece ive from 
without th e R epublic, th e fi r st in th e pres­
ence of the Collector of R evenue and the sec­
ond th at of th e C ollector of C ustoms and 
shall affix to each piece th e r espective st amps, 
excep t for those w hich a re to be remitted to 
oth er Administrations, collecting their value 
fro m the interes ted parties. Should these not 
des ire to pay it or for any r eason should not 
come to rece ive th eir correspond ence, it sh all 
be consid ered as "dead" af ter one yea r and th e 
Admini strator s will credit themselves w ith its 
value und er th e r equired fo rm alities. 

ARTICLE 8. In addition to th e two red and 
blue st amps destin ed to the payment of post­
age fees, th e re w ill be a m arker of bl ack ink, 
to be used by th e A dminist rator s of P os ts, al­
ways placing it upon th e red and blue st amps 
of letter s and printed matter w hich they r e­
ce ive or dispatch in ord er to r end er them 
usel ess; thus preventing the fr aud of th eir 
be ing again used fo r franking o r th a t oth er 
pieces may be h and ed in w ith st amps w hich 
h ave already se rve d. 

ARTI CLE 9. Inte rior co rrespond ence m ay be 
t aken th rough th e public mai ls franked w ith 
th e blue st amp, and free ly by express messen­
ge rs or by priva te per sons w ho tr avel from 
one town to anoth er. Exterio r correspond ­
ence sh all be considered as a fi scal monopoly; 
and fo r th at r eason can neither be rece ived 
~or di spatched w ith out adv ance payment of 
the post age fees . 

ARTI CLE IO. P ort Capta ins befo re d ispatch­
ing vessels, and upon th eir boarding visi t , sh all 
exact from th e Captains, Purse r s, Superca r-
12 
gos and oth er membe rs of th e crew as well as 
fro m passengers, correspondence which they 
carry from the R epublic, or wh ich they may be 
br inging th ereto; and shall deta in letters go­
ing w ith out th e necessary st amps, and all those 
coming fro m th e exter ior; de livering both 
kinds subject to receipt, in the Adm inis t ra t ion 
of P osts of th e same P ort, in order that there 
may be publ ished the names of the pe rsons 
and places to w hich th ose that were going 
from th e R epublic were di r ected, and so that 
the re be remitt ed to th e Adm in istration of the 
town of th ei r des tin at ion th ose addressed 
thereto, in o rder th a t the firs t named may be 
d ispatched legally, th e necessary st amps being 

. affi xed by th e inte res ted party o r someone else 
in his beh alf , and so th at th e second may be 
removed by th eir owners, paying th e corres­
ponding post age. T he same duties shall be 
per for med by Comm and ers of fro nt ie rs and 
of sentry posts and guards st ationed thereat, 
wi th r egard to passenge rs o r t ravellers and 
pe rsons in th eir se rvice, and to co rrespondence 
which th ey might be ca rrying, w hich in case of 
being deta ined, th ey w ill have to remi t to the 
nea res t P ost al A dmini st rat ion, fo r th e pur­
poses which have been st ated. 

ARTICLE l l . Captains of vessels, Purse rs, 
Pilots, Superca rgos and oth er membe rs of th e 
crew, as well as passenge rs, w ho fraudulently 
introduce le tte rs into th e R epublic or car ry 
th em th erefrom to th e exterio r , shall be pun­
ished wi th doubl e th e post age fo r each letter 
so ca rr ied. L ette rs of r ecommendat ion are 
exempt from this d isposition, w hich may be' 
carried freely provided th ey are car ried open. 

ARTICLE 12 . T he Admin istr ator of P osts 
of P orts shall deli ve r to th e Cap tains thereof 
togeth er w ith th e cor respond ence to be t aken 
on board, a n umbe r of red st amps considered 
sufficient, in order th at thi s employee may 
place upon each letter presented to him wi th ­
out being franked, th e corresponding stamps 
according to their weight, subject to th e pay­
ment of the ir value by the interested parties; 
de live ring correspondence received on board, 
as well as th e mail received from the Admin­
istra tion to th e employee who should assume 
charge th ereof. Amounts so collected by P ort 
Captains shall be delivered w ith compu tat ion 
and accounting to th e Ad mini st ra tors, and th ey 
shall return th e surplus st amps so as to make 
up th e amount they may have r eceived from 
th e Ad ministr ator. 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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ART ICLE 13. C aptains of vessels, Pursers, 
Supercargos and other members of th e crew 
\\"ho at any time are found violating or h aving 
viola ted any of th e dispositions of the fore­
going a rticles, shall pay double th e postage fee 
for each letter ; and passenge rs and private 
pe rsons who do not deliver to P ort Captains 
at th e time of the boarding visit ; those who 
rece ive letters for ca rrying; and th ose remit­
ting co rrespondence to th e exter ior by any 
mea ns and in whatever amount such may be, 
shall incur the double fine before mentioned 
for each occasion on which defr aud ation of 
th e treas ury fees is being discovered. The 
same Port Cap tains shall executively demand 
from those having been found guilty payment 
of th e fi nes mentioned in this a rticle. 

ARTI CLE q. When some person desires to 
send mail to ou tsid e of the R epublic, he h as 
to present to th e Administrator General, or 
to th e subordin a te of th e province or town of 
hi s r es id ence, th e messenge r he has engaged, 
and the co rrespond ence he is to ca rry wi th th e 
r espective st amps: th e fun ctiona ry shall deta in 
letters not having th em or on wh ich some a re 
lacking acco rding to th e weight until th ere 
have been affi xed by th e interested par ty th e 
necessa ry ones, and a fter administering oath 
to the messenge r as to whether he ca rries cor­
respondence other th an that manifested, he 
shall dispatch him like public mail car rie rs in 
case he does not ca rry such, without requiring 
any oth er fee or contribution. The messenger 
who fraudu lently shou ld ca rry lette rs other 
th an th ose manifested, in addi tion to suffering 
punishmen t as perjurer, shall suffe r th a t pre­
scribed in Article 11. 

ARTICLE 15. Free of po t age is th e official 
cor respond ence of th e supreme authorities of 
the Rep ublic, of th e office of th e Command ant 
General , of th e Bishop and his Vicars, and 
generally of all civil , ecclesias tical, military 
and treas ury department public function aries, 
provided th at official letters ca rry th e mark 
of th e respec tive office. Loose or banded 
printed m atter dispatched by th e interior mails 
shall also be exempt from postage. The abuse 
of st amps or marks of public offices committe·d 
by th e Ch iefs th ereof, or by th eir subordinates 
placi ng them upon th eir private letters for th e 
purpose of avoid ing th e payment of post age 
fees , shall ca use punishment of th e viol ator 
,,·ith ten pesos of fi ne for th e first time, twenty 
for th e second , and fifty with removal from 
COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST 
office and prohibition from holding any other 
public office or post for the third. 

ARTICLE 16. The regi stration fee of lette rs 
belongs to th e National Treasury, four reales 
must be charged for interior letters and eight 
for th ose of th e exterior, when it is desired to 
remit them registe red; in addition to the post­
age fee. 

ARTICLE 17 . As fixed or inalterable rules 
can not be given, in this growing country and 
in continuous expectation of its progress, on 
the organization of the public service in the 
postal branch, because thus the number and 
attributes of th e employees of the offices as 
well as the routes which should be established, 
the hours of entry and departure of mails, 
their celerity, the frequency of communica­
tion s, and even th e different means of attain­
ing them, have to be adopted to the progress 
and necess ities of the country itself ; the Ex­
ecutive Power is authorized to arrange this 
branch of the Administration as required by 
distinct circumstances, and consequently to 
incur th e necessary expenditures, meanwhile 
th e dispositions contained in Chapters 16 to 
19 of the Treasu ry Regul a tions rem ain in 
force in sofar as th ey are not in conflict ,.vith 
th e present decree . 

T o th e Chamber of Senators. 
Given in th e H all of Sessions, 

P alace, San J ose August eigh teen of 
hundred sixty two-

rational 
eighteen 

J uli an Volio 
President 

D emetrio I glesias 
Secretary 

J acinto Trejos 
S ecretary 

Be it passed to the Executive P ower. 
Hall of the Chamber of Sen ators in the 

National P alace, San J ose, Sep tember first 
of eighteen hundred sixty two. 

Manuel J. Carazo 
President 

J. S. R amirez 
Secretary 

M anuel Cast ro 
S ecretary 

National P alace San J ose September nine 
of eighteen hundred sixty two. 

Be it enacted. 
J. M. Montealegre 
Th e S ec1·etary of State in 
th e D epartm ent of Tr easury 

Fco. Montealegre 
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Orders for the Stamps 

Mr. Ma rrine r st a tes : "The o rd e r fo r th e 
st amps was rece ived by th e Bank Note Co. at 
th e beginning of August 1862, and was fo r th e 
t wo values only, a 0 re al and a 2 reales." 3 

Obviously, the da te given is incorrect, since 
th e D ec ree did not become effective until Sep­
tembe r 9, 1862, w hen it was signed by Presi­
dent Montealeg re. As illustrated, there is a 

~A,('~A,~~­

-~,,;{;,-~~ 

letter in the Copy Book of the Costa Rican 
F o reign Office from the Minister of Foreign 
R elatio ns of Costa Rica to don Luis Molina, 
th en '.\1 inister to the United States, and it is 
th e first definite step in th e original purchase 

3 "The Rea les I ss ue of Costa Rica - A Study" by 
T. F. Marriner, in Gibbon s Sta111p Jl/ 011t hly, October 
and November, 1928. 
14 
of postage st amps by the Costa Rican gov­
e rnment. A tr anslation follows: 

No. 21 to don Luis Molina. 
For the purpose of complying wi th 

Decree No. 2, dated the 9th of the cur­
rent month , published in Official Ga­
zette No. 183 , it is necessa ry to provide 
the Postal Administration with the 
frankin g stamps mentioned in article 5. 

For this reason , th e respective Min­
istry has requested from the one which 
I occupy, th at there be ordered, through 
Your Excellency, two hundred and fifty 
th ousand st amps of each of the classes 
indicated 111 th e said art icle, which 
st amps will bear THE ARMS OF 
THE REPUBLIC (author's cap itals), 
th e best engraving possible and further­
more the red one sha ll h ave the legend 
2 REAL ES, and th e blue one will st ate 
0 R EAL. 

As usual Your Excellency w ill draw 
upon Mr. Ewen fo r the expense oc­
casioned by this work. 

I tak~ th e liberty of begging of Your 
Excellency, not only the rapid dispatch 
of this commission, but also th at due 
precautions be taken so that the said 
stamps not be counterfeited , collecting 
the respective matrices, which will be 
d isposed of upon fur th er orders. 

Without anyth ing further, I sign, 

(signed) J. Volio. 

September 15, 1862. 

In addi tion we present a photostatic copy 
of a letter from the Secretary of the American 
B ank Note Co. furnished us th rough the 
cour te y of Walter E. Smith of that company. 
Since it may be difficul t to decipher this letter 
from the cut, due to its age, it is given below: 

(See photo opposite.) 

Oct. 1 l th 62. 

D ear Sir: 
In reply to your favor of this date , 

covering an order from M. Molina to 
engrave postage stamps for Costa Rica, 
we beg to say th a t we will undertake 
the execution of the work on the same 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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~ __ '..c.,,: ,,,,,.~ ,,/..,.,.;.;,.,.._ 
"~-~~~· ;/..tf .... ~--4 .?~ .... ~-:.:: .. ~~...:~~~ 
//),,,,_ h ~ ,../ .< •• / ........ ..., ... ?"""_,....->~ 

,~._ / ,.,,/,:_~< '.'/~- /-.. ..... r. . 
,, "·~./. /,f',,d, 4~~/. .d/.,,.;; //"4-
,..,q..,c: '"'/,,:,..;,.,.,..;,_ /- .ef---~ ~ 

.#~..A!'--1", .. ~~ /~-~"a,._.;;;;;;,..~ 

/7~r,/""·"'-_/--; 4-
,_4,. ,..:;--r_./ :;;-~ ,,~ .... ....;;;.. 

/Y64' ...t -:' ~ ~ ./""'--" ~ 
..,_ ,rl_,.,_ ~/:;.r""" .N_r- · _,../ 

_4,. --·...,.., /--~ /-4:.-. 

Photographs of letter authorizing the Sec retary of State to order 
high-value stamps, 1 0,000 of one peso, and 20 ,000 of four reales. 
terms and condi tions as in th e case of 
postage st amps made for N ica ragua. 

Y robd. Servts 

(s igned) F. W . Edmonds 
Secy 

Royal Phelps Esq.4 
A gent 

' The New York Public Library states: '"We find the 
name R oyal Phelps, merchant, consul and banker in 
the New York City D irectory up to 188 .} / 5. and that 
is th e last." W e know from a cover so add res sed that 
l\lr. Phelps was the Costa R ican Consul General in 
New York (a nd possibl y also for Nicaragua) and was 
probab ly a member of the banking firm of l\[aitland 
Phelps & Co., sin ce we have letters addressed to don 
Lui s 1olina in care of that firm in New York. 

5 There is also a dot in the central star of the 1 peso 
value. AUTHOR. 

0 " The Reales I ssue of Costa Rica - A Study" by 
T. F. l\Tarriner in Gibb ons' Stamp A1011thly, October 
and ovember, 1928. 
16 
The second item of th e "Transcript of the 
Reco rd s" of the American B ank No te Co. 
shows th at th e orde r to engrave plates for 
th e Y, real and 2 re ales values was entered in 
the record book of that company on October 
I l , I 862. 

Mr. Marriner states: "Th ese two stamps 
rem ained the sole issue until 1865 when it was 
decided to add two additional values. Ac­
cording to a correspondent, it was in June of 
1865 when the order fo r th e new st amps 
reached the printers. . .. th e same mother 
die " ·as to be made use of to make the sub­
sid ia ry dies for th e two new values, w ith the 
addition of a bo rder line and, it wi ll be no­
ticed , a do t appea rs in the central star of the 
4 reales value.5 The order '~as executed and 
th e stamps reached San Jose in time to be 
put on sale tow ard th e close of the yea r, a 
correspondent gives me I ovember as the 
month ." 6 

This is in line wi th th e usual guessing and 
author itative ( ?) sta tements mad e ~y various 
wri te rs which have been proven entirely 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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wrong, and the date of issue of the 4 reales 
and 1 peso values has been no exception. 

The fo llowing documents from the archives 
of th e Costa Rican Foreign Office clea r up 
thi s qu es tion thoroughly. The tr ansl ations 
follow: 

No. 30 
National P alace, San Jose, 

August 27, 1863. 
H onorable l\II r. Secretary of State 
in th e Office of Foreign R elations. 

Although through your Sec retaria t , 
th ere have been obtained the st amps or 
seals, which a re es tablished by Article 
5 of law No. 2 of August 18 of l as t 
year, for the postage on foreign and 
domest ic correspondence; as experience 
has shown th at there are presented in 
the Adminis t ra tion of P osts covers 
which , on accou nt of th ei r weight, h ave 
a value greater th an th at w hich can be 
placed on the enve lope in stamps of two 
real es; and th at hence : cause incon­
venience to th e public and even to em­
ployees of th e Bank 7 ; the President of 
th e R epu blic with a view of avoiding 
th em, without altering in any manner 
th e principal object of th e law, which 
is control ove r accounts, has decided to 
dispose: th at there be orde red by the 
same means of your Secretariat, from 
the U nited Sta tes, ten thousand st amps 
th e legend of which exp resses the value 
of "one Peso" and twenty th ousand of 
" four reales" ; with the warning th at 
the F IR T ONES SHOULD BE 
YELLOW I N COLOR AND THE 
SECOND OF GREEN COLOR 
(au th or's capi t als). 

I have th e honor of transc ribing this 
to Your Excell ency for th e desired re­
su lts; and I take pleasure in signing 
your most at tentive se rvant , 

(signed) F rco . Echeverria. 

From the Copy Book of th e Cos ta Rican 
Foreign Office, a rchives of 1863, we h ave the 
next letter in thi s sequence which is to the 
M in is ter to the United States and is trans­
lated as fo llows: 
7 P rob abl y the Nationa l Bank of Costa R ica. 

CO LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
o. 53 

To don Luis Molina. 

The Honorable Mr. Secretary of 
St ate in the Office of Treasury has ad­
dressed to me on this date the communi­
cation w hich I copy: 

( H ere note No. 30 See above) 
And I have th e honor of transcribing 

it to Your Excellency in order that you 
may duly comply th e rewith. 

I am, Your Excellency, with every 
conside ration 

(signed) J. V olio. 
August 30, 1863. 

(TO BE CONT INUED) 
The CoUectoirs Club 
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Calendar 
of 

Current 
Philatel y 

Colle~iors Club 

April 7th : "The Birth of the Blacks & Blues" 

By Robson Lowe 

April 21st : "Classics of the Americas" 

By john H. Hall, Arthur Linz and 

Cornelius W. Wickersham 

May 5th : Bureau of Engraving & Printing 

By George B. Sloane 

May 19th : Washington Philatelic Croup 

June 2 nd : Study Croup Night 

Essay Proof Society 

Netherlands & Colonies Special ists 

China Stamp Society 

Hellenic Philatelic Society 

Souvenir Issues Association 

Precancel Stamp Society 

Australasian Society 

June 16th : Bronx County Stamp Club 
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Answers to Questions on 

u. s. 1861 ISSUE 

Wherein Mr. Perry replies to Mr. Rich , 

who requested 'factual information' on 

certa in aspects of premieres gravures. 

By ELLIOTT PERRY 
T HE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
for January, 1947 ( pages 20, 21 and 
22), contained an article by Stephen G. 

Rich entitl ed "Facts Wanted on U. S. 1861 
Stamps," wherein th e work of several writ­
ers (includ ing the subsc riber ) on subjects 
re lating to th e 186! issue was commented 
upon more or less accura tely for having 
fa iled to supply the facts which a re needed, 
or were alleged to be needed. Mr. Rich 
summed up by st ating; 

"We need fac tu al information , which ought 
to be supplied by th e men w ho have made th e 
most ex tensive studies of th e 1861 U. S. 
st amps, on at least one of these aspects." 

Mr. Rich th en asked seven questions, as 
follows , to which frank answers are hereby 
appended: 

QUESTION: Did any of the Premieres Gra­
vures actu ally go in to the keeping o r posses­
sion of th e Post Office Dept. at any time? 

ANSWER: No fac tu al proof has been found. 
Some records may (or do) indicate th a t th e 
National Bank Note Co. 's motive in printing, 
gumming and perforating some or all of th e 
premier plate impressions, which a re included 
in Scott C atalogue Nos. 55 to 62, was to sub­
mit them to the P ost Office Department to 
help to obta in th e 1861 con trac t , by demon­
strating th at suit able perforated stamps 
could be supplied by th a t cont rac tor. 

Q UESTION: Wh at is th e real history of th e 
copies of th e Premieres Gravures now in phil­
atelic possession? 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
ANSWER: This is a $64 question, which 
requires tracing the history of dozens of 
stamps for dozens of years. Mr. Rich may 
be as competent to t ackle this job as anyone 
else. Nearly all of the JC stamps (Scott No. 
56) a re know n to have come from one source 
in the Un ited States, and there is good :reason 
to believe th at this supply was never in the 
Post Office Department. Very few other 
" premieres" are known to have been found in 
this country. Many of them have been traced 
to Europe. There is evidence th at at least 
one set was found in the record s of a postal 
ad ministra tion there. 

Catalog Listing 

Q UESTION: Wh at fac ts, if any, justify the 
continu ance of listing of the Premieres Gra­
vures as st amps in the st and ard catalogs ? 

ANSWER: This question involves a legal 
technicality. The 1861 issue has never been 
demonetized. I s th e burden of proof upon the 
Department or upon the holder of the st amp 
as to whether a premier impression is valid or 
invalid for postage? If th e P ost Office is 
obliged to accept such an impression as valid 
now, it is ce rtainly a st amp now, regardless 
of the reason for its existence, or how it got 
into ci rcula tion. H ence any premier which 
th e Department would knowingly recognize 
as valid is a pos tage stamp, and is entitled to 
be so classed in catalogs of postage stamps. 

The P os t Office might refuse the 1c, Jc, 5c, 
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u. s. 1861 ISSUE 
12c and 9oc because the designs of those five 
" premieres " differ from those of the regularly 
issued stamps of those values (Scott Nos. 63, 
64, 65, 67, 69, 72 , 75 , 76, 78), but would have 
no such ground for refusing the 24c and 3oc 
-or even the IOc. The premier plates of 
those three denominations were also used for 
regul arly issued stamps, and th e hu es of the 
premier impressions closely approximate those 
o f th e issued stamps. In fact, the color dif­
ference between any premier and th e same 
den omi nation of the regular issue is less th an 
th e color differences which are found between 
various printings of th e regular st amps-par­
ticularly th e " regular " 5c. 

"Essays" or "Sample Labels" 

QUESTION: Wh at fac ts (if any) justify the 
a ttempt to u e such terms as "sample label" 
instead of "essay" for some of the P remieres 
Gravures? 

ANSWER: To fac ts justify a change of 
nomenclature which is contrad ictory and con­
fusing, as well as need less. A " label" is in­
tended to be affixed to something. But the 
author w ho uses "sample labels" instead of 
"essays" contends that th ose " labels" were 
never intended to be used for postage stamps 
and , moreove r , th a t impressions from the 
premier plates of the IC, 3c, 5c, l 2c and 9oc 
could not legally be issued for postage.1 If 
99, 103 , etc. 
that is so, th ey were not intended to be affixed 
to anything. Therefore they were not labels 
at all , and the misborn term "sample label" 
is repudiated by its author's own argument. 

24c-Three 'Die Designs-One Plate 

QUEST ION: For what factual or other rea­
son have the differences between the 24c 
Premi ere Gravure and th e 24c regular 1861 
stamp, in actu al des ign, been ignored by 
students of these issues si nce these differences 
were put on record before 19+2? 

ANSWER: (a) The differences a re not what 
Mr. Rich 's a rticle claims th em to be; (b) they 
have not been ignored. 

As shown in an a rticl e by Clarence W. 
Brazer in THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST fo r July, 1941 , th ere were two die 
blocks of the 24c 1861. On one of th ese die 

1 S tamp Specialist, Yellow Book, 1942, pages 98, 
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blocks the 24c design had existed in two 
states, on the other in one state only. The 
three states showed that the original de6ign 
had been altered by strengthening a few lines, 
and th en simil arly altered again. 

In studying proofs from these die , the 
A. P. S. H andbook Committee and others 
agreed partly, but not wholly, with the 
sequ ence of alter ations as given in Dr. 
Braze r 's article. The Committee decided 
that the only plate (No. 6) from which the 
2+c stamps were printed was both entered 
and (at a later date) re-entered wi th the 
design on th e single-s tate die w hich Dr. 
Braze r called Type II , and therefore no 
other sta le of th e 24c design had been used 
for th e 24c stamps. Dr. Brazer believes his 
T ype II was replaced by th e second sta te of 
th e other die (Type III) for reentering the 
plate. 

The premi ers and all other 24c stamps and 
pl ate proofs differ from th e die design which 
Dr. Brazer called Type I because no plate 
was made from T ype I. Any impressions 
from the 24c plate in its first condition differ 
from the design Dr. Brazer called Type Ill, 
because T ype III was not used until l ater, 
if at all. The la ter impressions from the 24c 
plate agree with, or differ from , Dr. Brazer's 
T ype II or T ype III according to w hich of 
th ose two states of th e 24c design was used 
when th e pla te was re-entered . 

The difference between th e 24c die designs 
which Dr. Brazer identified as T ypes I , II 
and III was the discovery which Dr. Brazer 
made. This is th e "d ifference in design" 
w hich mi sled Mr. Rich into as erting th at 
oth er writers had ignored Dr. Brazer 's dis­
cove ry that th ere w ere d ifferences between 
th e design on the Premieres Gravures and 
later impressions from th e 24c plate-a dis­
cove ry which Dr. Brazer never claimed to 
have made. 

The fac ts are that Dr. Brazer and other 
writers agreed (c) th at all the Premieres 
Gravu res , some proofs, and many regularly 
issued 2+c stamps came from th e first state 
of th e 2+c plate, and ( d) oth er regularly 
issued 24c stamps and some proofs came from 
th e late r ( re-e ntered ) state of the 24c plate. 
H ence " th e differences between the 24c 
Premiere Gravure and th e 2+c regular 1861 
stamp, in actu al design," which Mr. Rich 
considers to have been ignored by various 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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w riters, could not be "discovered " by anyone 
because they do not, and neve r did , exist. 
The only differences in design between the 
2+c premiers and any of the regularly issued 
24c st amps (such as Scott Nos. 70 and 78 ) 
are th e slight double transfers w hich come 
f rom ce rtain positions on sheets which w ere 
printed af te r th e 24c plate w as re-entered. 

The above fac ts w hich Mr. Rich's a rticle 
cl aims "a re not on printed reco rd" we re 
known to Dr. Braze r before th e Braze r 
Essay Catalog was published by the A. P. S. 
Handbook Committee in 1941 , and w ill be 
found on page 227 of th at work, substantially 
as sta ted here. 

30c "Deep Orange" 

Q UESTION: I s th e ascription of th e 3oc 
deep orange to the Premieres justified ? 

ANSWER : This may be a m atter of opin ion 
r ather th an of fac t. Some regularly issued 
3oc could be call ed "deep orange," and as th e 
color of the premier is not exactly l ike th a t 
of any of th e iss ued 3oc (Scott No. 71), it 
might be helpful to give th e p remier a dis­
tinctive name, if such could be fo und. 

The catalog designation " red orange" con­
veys th e idea th a t th e 3oc premier (Scott No. 
61) is redde r th an the or ange of any of th e 
3oc which we re issued fo r postage. This 
idea may be merely a 50-year-old guess. w hich 
has never been veri fied. Not only are varia­
t ions of hu e, shade and tint d ifficult to express 
accu rately in words, but color perception 
va ri es be tween individuals, and also in the 
same individual at diffe rent periods of his 
li fe. 

"Thin and Semi-transparent Paper" 

Q UESTI ON: Wh at a re th e fac ts as to sup­
posed or real diffe rences of pape r betw een 
th e Premi eres G r avures and ea rly printings 
of th e 1861 regula r issue stamps ? 

ANSWER: This ques tion is also in th e $6+ 
class. The fie ld has always been open to M r. 
Rich or anyone else who yea rned to t ackle it. 
P erh aps th ose w ho gave th ought to it befo re 
M r. Rich did have realized its difficulties. The 
simil a rity between th e paper of th e premie rs 
and many " regul ar" st amps w hich w ere issued 
fo r · several month s beginning in the latter 
half of A ugust 1861 has been no secret. The 
COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST 
present writer and other students were aware 
of it before 1917. In th e Scott catalogue th e 
followin g note dates from 1922 : 

"The paper of Nos . 55 to 62 inclusive is 
thin and semi-t ranspa rent, th at of the fo llow­
ing issues is usually thicker and more opaque." 

The present w r ite r has personal knowledge 
th a t this note was inse rted partly to afford 
a distinction between th e sca rce 24c "gray 
lil ac," No. 6oa, and th e much commoner 24c 
"g ray lil ac," ' o. 78a-two stamps which 
a re identical in des ign and w hich have been 
afflicted with an identical color name which 
may not be co rrect for either of them. 
Although th e word " usually" may not apply 
throughout th e la te summer and fall of 1861 , 
probably th e catalog note is accurate for not 
less th an 90 per cent of all th e 24c and other 
values w hich we re issued from August 1861 
to th e end of 1867. Th at note went as fa r 
as M r. Luff was w illing to go in 1922. P er­
haps it should be consid ered to be truthful 
ra th er th an w holly satisfactory. As l ate as 
1 866, st amps are sometimes fo un d on paper as 
th in as , or even thinn er th an, is usually foun d 
on th e premiers. 

When it is remembered that used copies of 
th e roc and 24c so-called "premiers, " if not 
most of th ose in unused condition (Scott Nos. 
58 and 60) , probably we re not from a pre mie r 
printing, but we re printed along wi th oth er 
values of the so-called " regula r issue ," th e 
di fficulty of de termining w heth er or not any 
of the " premier" paper was used fo r one or 
anoth er st amp of th e " regula r iss ue" becomes 
more appa rent. o rush to purchase 3c 
premiers a t say $25 each, for the purpose of 
subj ecting th em to chemical or othe r tes ts of 
their paper , is anticip ated ; or 3c pinks, 5c 
buffs, or 24c steel blues. 

Conclusion 

D u ring th e past qu arter centu ry, th e w riter 
has made seve ral attempts to solve the prob­
lems connected wi th the 1861 issue, both by 
studying w hat has been printed by other 
wri te rs, and by origin al r esea rch w hich has 
uncove red many new fac ts.2 It has been l ike 

(cont inued on page 87 ) 

2 Beginning in 193 1, 40 or more install ment s m the 
serie s ent itled "Seventy Y ea rs A go" ha\'e ap pea red in 
P at P arag raph s . 
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PANAMA 
The Issue of 1906 

History of the development of designs, 

essays, proofs and stamps prepared 

by the Hamilton Company of New York 

By PHILIP H . W ARD, JR. 
O
N April 7, 1906, the H amilton Bank 
Note E ngraving & P r inting Co. of 

r ew Yo rk received an order from 
th e R epublic of P anama fo r a se ries of nine 
st amps and, appa rently, two postal cards. 

All of th e stamps, w ith th e exception of 
th e !owe t value, were to be engraved on, and 
printed fro m, steel pl a tes. In th e case of 
th e lowest valu e, th e frame was to be steel 
engr aved, but th e center vignette was to be 
transfe rred to, and printed from, stone. 

Th rough some circumstance, all of th e 
materi al pertaining to this iss ue has been 
gath ered and m aintained in one place, and 
presents a most interes ting story of the pro­
gression of th e issue, and th e problems which 
had to be circumvented. 

The se t, as no ted , comp rised nine values: 

0 centesimo, Flag of the Repu blic 
I centesimo, Vas co N unez de Balb oa 
2 centesimos, Fernandez de Co rdo ba 

2,0 centesimos, Coat of Arms 
5 centesimos, J us t o Arosemena 
8 centesimos, Ma nuel]. Hu rtado 

IO centesimos, l ose D . A baldia 
25 centesimos, Th omas H errera 
50 centesimos, J ose D . F abrega 

The V2 Centesimo Value 

This denomin ation , possibly because of th e 
use of a stone as against steel engr aving, pre­
sented th e greates t problem. 

The center vignette, as orde red, shows th e 
COLLECTORS CL U B PHILATE LIST 
Rag of th e R epublic of P anam a, w ith a wreath 
seemingly t ied to th e Rag pole in th e lowe r 
r ight. As wi th all of th e vignettes, th e 
origin al was forwa rded to th e bank note 
comp any on a fai rly la rge ca rd , bearing th e 
imprint of C . E nda ra of P anama. 

D ue to the fac t th e card was deeper th an 
wide, th e Rag \Vas hand-painted sideways­
a fac t which cau ed th e original design as 
submitted by H amilton to be rejected. The 
company, going only on th e fac t th e ca rd , 
wh en uprigh t, showed th e Rag to be hanging, 
prepa red th e essay th at way. 

The firs t artis t 's des ign differed consider­
ably fro m th at later accepted. D ue to th e 
hanging Rag, th e space prov id ed was ve rtical, 
and th ere we re two heavy pilla rs used as 
fra mewo rk at th e sides. The value t ablets 
we re abou t a th ird of th e way up th e pilla rs. 

The a rtist 's first w ash drawing was done 
on a w hite cardboard , in shadings of brow n, 
and w ith th e Rag in the center (without 
w reath ) in light blue and deep red . This 
cardboa rd was mounted on a la rge r brow n 
piece of ca rdboard . 

At th e bottom of this outer mou nting, in 
blue crayon, is the word "vorn," and a t the 
left , in ink ; "Note. Stars on Rag: blue must 
point up & red down. Sketch staff in blue." 
Across th e top is: "The Rag must be pl aced 
as if flying, not hanging. R ed value colors of 
Rag same as in U . S. fl ag." The add ition of 
the w reath was t aken care of by a note on the 
origin al watercolor. 
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P ANAMA- TH E ISS UE OF r 906 
Normal stamp 

The second wash dr awing to be submitted 
by H amilton was accepted. This showed 
the Rag in its fl ying position wi thin a Rat 
oval which w as broken at th e sid es to pe rmit 
use of a thin , o rn amental, side f r ame. H ow­
ever, if th e note on th e r ejected des ign about 
th e r ed sta r pointing down is correct th e 
accepted des ign and iss ued st amps a re incor ­
rec t-since th e st a r still pointed up. 

Proofs of th e Rag we re submit ted on thin 
paper in bl ack, blue, gray and light red, and 
4 
Proofs of 
v ignette 

and frame 

Center inve rted 

on th icker pape r in bl ack. They we re rejected 
because th e w reath was too close. 

P roofs we re also submitted fro m the stone 
showing th e va rious impressions of th e red, 
blue and green, th e latter be ing the w reath. 
Apparently sharp registry w as difficult , for 
th ese colo r tri als fro m th e stone fa ll all over 
th e pl ace. 

F in ally, howeve r, accur ate registry was 
secured, and color tri al proofs were sub­
mitted, w ith the w reath broken at th e bot-

Rejec ted design 

Accepted design 
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PA NAl\'!A - THE ISS UE OF I906 
Proof of frame 

Normal s tamp 

tom to st radd le th e fl ag pole. These we re 
rejected, w ith th e stipul at ion th e w reath 
should be closed at th e bottom, and accord­
ingly anoth er set of tri al color proofs w as 
submitted, and accepted. 

The fr ames represented a simpler situation. 
The eng raved fr ame w as submitted in bl ack 
on two thicknesses of paper , and was accepted. 
Then fo ll owed a set of colo r proofs, in a 
yellow-brown and a da rk bro\\·n. The lighter 
shade was app roved, and die proo fs in slight 
va riations of th e yellow-b rown we re acco rd ­
ingly fo rwa rded . 

Th en came colo red pl a te proofs of the 
fra me and th e vignette sepa rately, and die 
proofs of th e fra me w ith th e centers add ed. 
The fi nal step was submission of plate proofs 
of th e fr ame and vignette toge th er. 

Scott 's Stand a rd P ostage Stamp C atalogue 
lists the 0 centesimo valu e as No. 185, type 
A6. There was only one print ing, of I ,000,-
000 copies. 

V ARJETIES: lm pe rfor.ate 
Inverted cente r 
O ve rprinted "Specimen / 

M uestra" 
(a) P air, one wi thout over­

print 

Accepted frame desi gn 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Proofs of vignette , 
first without name 

Center inverted 

The 1 Centesimo Value 

Vasco N unez de B albo a, th e explore r, was 
used for th e cente r vignette of th e I cen­
tesimo value. 

The orig in al portra it was submitted to the 
H amilton Bank N ote Engraving & P r inting 
Co. on the la rge ca rd bearing th e Enda ra 
imprint, w ith Balboa· fac ing left. 

The a rtist submitted a single fr ame, which 
w as accepted, although fr om th e pencil note 
25 
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at th e right there must have been a ch ange 
somewhere ("V alue should be expressed 
here" pointed towa rd s th e lowe r right num­
eral t ablet ). 

P roofs of the vignette we re submitted fi r st 
w ithout th e explorer 's name, and later w ith 
th e name added. 

Next in th e process came submission of a 
die proof of th e engraved fr ame, in bl ack, on 
Ind ia paper, and di e proo fs of th e fr ame 
alone in (a) light green ; (b ) medium green ; 
(c) da rk green ; (d) dark blue ; (e) light 
blue; and ( f) brick red. These latte r die 
proofs we re on a pl ain pape r. 

The process continued w ith die proofs of 
th e fr ame alone, but w ith center ma rks to 
guid e in printing th e centers in later. 

This was fo llowed by an original pas te-up, 
in which th e fr ame was printed in green on a 
m anil a paper, and th e center , in gr ay, cut 
somewhat to shape and pas ted in. 

Die proo fs of th e fra me ( in green ) and 
center ( in bl ack ) fo llowed, along with small 
perforated die proofs of th e full des ign. Wh at 
normally wo uld be th e fi nal st age came w hen 
th e designs for th e fra me and th e vignette 
were multiplied and printed in proof fo rm , 

.as (a) vignette alone; ( b ) f r ame alone; and 
( c) compos ite fr ame and vignette. 

H owever, through necessi ty or w himsy, 
color proofs we re run off w ith th e matching 
fra me and vignette in th e fo ll owing color 
combinations: (a) orange vignette and g reen 
fr ame ; ( b ) purple and dull r ed ; (c) dull r ed 
and green ; ( d ) da rk green and dark blue; 
(e) blue and orange; (f) black and da rk 
purple; (g) purple and dark green ; (h ) black 
and brick red ; ( i ) blue and dark green ; and 
( j ) orange and da rk blue. All we re im­
pe r fora te. 

As a furth er variation, th e fr ame of the I 

centesimo stamp with oth er center vignettes 
,,·as run off as color tri als, as fo llows : (a) 
orange head of O baldia in blue frame ; (b) 
orange head of Arosemena in blue frame; 
( c) red-orange head of Obaldia in green 
fra me; ( d) reddish head of Cordoba in 
g reen fr ame; and ( e) orange head of Cordoba 
in blue fra me. Th ese, too, were impe r fo rate. 

Scott 's Standa rd P ostage Stamp Catalogue 
lis ts th e st amp as 1 centes imo stamp as No. 
186, type A1. The re we re two printings. 
The Ii rst called fo r r ,500,000 stamps, and th e 
second (J une 6, r 907) was for 2,000,000 

stamps-a total of 3,500,000. 

v ARIET IES : l mperforate 
P ar t per fo rate 

horizontally 
ver ticall y 

Inve rted center 
Ove rprinted "Specimen / 

Muestra" 
(a) P ai r , one w ithout ' over­

pr int 
T he fi nished 1 centesi mo stamp \\·as also 

used as th e basis fo r a postal card. The 2c 
ESCRi,BAC) E EN ESTE LADO LA 01REC1:10N SO LAMENT E 
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Proof of frame 

Normal stamp 

ca rd was used for style and th e IC stamp 
pasted on. The frame and card inscriptions 
were printed on in one operation, and the 
head printed in black in a second step . 

The 2 Centesimos Value 

As might be expected, the 2 centesimos 
stamp was printed in the larges t quantity. 
The original design submitted was the work 
of Endara, and appeared on one of the large 
ca rd s, portraying Antonio Fernandez de Cor­
doba y Mendoza. 

In one of the first steps, th e name was 
shortened to Fernandez de Cordoba to per­
mit use on the st amp itself. 

A die proof of th e vignette was submitted 
first without th e name below, and a second 
die proof was prepared with the name added. 

The artist's wash drawing of the frame, in 
a reddish brown, was accep ted without modifi­
cations. Die proofs were sub mitted of the 
frame in black, on thin paper, and on heavier 
stock. There were also color die proofs on 
various papers, although most of the known 
die proofs of the frame seem to have come 
from the second printing. 

Accepted frame design 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Proofs of vignette, 
first without name 

Center inverted 

Trial color proofs of the composite frame 
and vignette were prepared , apparently from 
the completed plates, in (a) blue center and 
dark blue-green frame; (b) blue and orange; 
( c) purple and lake ; ( d) green and lake; 
( e) orange and purple ; ( f) blue and lake; 
(g) red and green; (h) blue and blue; and 
( i) green and blue . 

As with the 1 c, for some reason th ere were 
color proofs of th e 2c frame, in the color of is­
suance, with other vignettes as follows: (a) 
27 



PANAMA-THE I SSUE OF 1906 
Obaldi a in purple ; (b) Obaldia in blue; (c) 
Balboa in green; ( d) Balboa in blue; ( e) Bal­
boa in black; (f) B alboa in purple; and (g) 
Arosemena in green. 

Scott 's Stand a rd P ost age Stamp Catalogue 
lists th e s t amp as 2 centesimos st amp, Io. 
187, type A8. There were 1 ,000,000 st amps 
in the first printing, and 3 ,000,000 stamps m 
the second, for a total of 4 ,000,000 stamps. 

VARIETIES: lmperforate 
P a rt perforate 
lmperforate vertically 
I mperfor ate horizontally 
Inverted center 
Ove rprinted " Specimen / 

Mues tra" 
(a) Pair, one without over­

print 
Here , too, a speci al postal ca rd was pre­

pared and issued. The st amp fr a me and ca rd 
in sc riptions w e re printed in red, based on the 
stamp as issued, and th e vignette was printed 
in black as a second ope r ation. There were 
300,000 ca rd s ordered. 

The 2 V2 Centesimos Value 

In th e beginning this sta mp , as were th e 
others, was to be a bicolor, but somewhere 
along the lin e it w as decided such a plan was 
not feasible, and th e adh esive as re leased 
was in a single color. 
The 2Yic was based qn the national coat of 
arms, mounted on one of the Endara ca rds. 
A s evidence th at the vignette was originally 
intend ed to be in one color, while th e frame 
was in another, the first proof, in black, 
showed a thin circle about th e a rms. This 
applied to the die proof, in black, which fo l­
lowed. 

By th e time th e inscription was added to 
the vignette, in proof form, th e ci rcle h ad 
been dropped . 

The frame de.sign, based on a two-colo r 
s t amp, was accepted wi th only one minor 
modification- th ere was not sufficien t space 
provided between " de" and " B alboa" in the 
lowe r center panel. 

Die proofs of th e frame were submitted in 
g reen, and in purple . There were also proofs 
of th e fr ame on ca rdboard in reddish purple, 
g reen and bl ack. 

In the next step, proofs of the fra me were 
run off in th e accep ted color, red , and in 
g reen ; th e bl ack cen te r vignettes were pasted 
in to see how th ey wo uld look. 

Although , in th e eyes of th e writer, ei th er 
one would h ave looked well , it was decided 
th at a single color was prefe rable, and a new 
eng raving w as m ade in which th e center 
(coat of a rms) appea red against a back­
ground of horizontal lines, instead of a pl ain 
background. A proof, in black, of the ap­
proved st amp, exists . 
ESCRiBASE E N ESTE LADO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 
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Accepted frame design 

Proof of frame 

Proofs of vignette, first submitted 
within circle fo r use in a b i-color 

Paste-up of 
of vignette , 

proofs 
frame 
Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 
lists the 2 .Yz centesimos stamp as No. 188, 
type Ag. A total of 1,000,000 stamps were 
ordered in the first printing ; there was no 
second printing. 

V ARlETI ES: Overprinted "Specimen / 
Muestra" 

(a) Pair, one without over­
print 

(TO BE CONCLUDED) 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Die proof in black 
of approved stamp 

Normal stamp 
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A Plea for 

ROTOGRAVURE 

Use of photogravure is described as 

'too general a term'; add it ional deta ils 

presented on func tion of 'doctor blade' 

By STEPHEN G . RICH 
T
H E very fin e and det ailed a rticle by 
M essr s. P e rkin s and Sellmansbe rger 
in THE C OLLECTORS CL UB PHILATEL­

IST of J anuary, 1948, is a not able contribu­
tion to our knowledge of st amp production 
processes. This comment is w ritten without 
wa iting fo r the second section , about British 
stamps, simply because I h ave no fi rst -h and 
knowledge of the British ro togr avure issues, 
but do know something of U nion of South 
Africa stamps at firs t hand. 

Many readers w ill not r ealize th at the 
te rm " photog ravure" is r eally a misnomer , 
o r r ath er too general a term, fo r th e process 
desc ribed . The te rm " ph otogr avure" cover s 
all fo rms of production of an intaglio print­
ing sur fac~ by photogr aphic means. F urther­
mo re, we have an accepted te rm in ou r 
language for the particul ar process used for 
both th e British and th e Sou th A fr ican 
st amps-rot ogravure. This term indicates 
exactly th e process her e used, and no other; 
it is a des ir able term to use in pl ace of th e 
general one. A ctu ally th e specific use of 
" ph otog r avure" for this process is Ge rm an, 
and not th e usage of our own lang uage. T he 
French call it " heliogravure." 

In view of the si tu ation , I urge st rongly 
th at the term r ot ogravure be used in pl ace of 
any oth er to describe th is process-and the 
ch ange to th e specific and corr ect term is here 
specially urged on both th e author s in all 
future a rticles, and th e Scott Catalogue. 

O ne st a rtl ing fac t about ro tog ravure is 
30 
appar ently not known w idely : it is th e only 
fo rm of st amp printing w hose products h ave 
never been co unte rfeited. This feature is not 
to be asc ribed me rely to th e " newness" of the 
process, fo r it has seen over I 5 yea rs of steady 
use. No r can thi s fac t be ascribed to the low 
face value of th e st amps produced. The 
South Africans of this process run up to IO 

shillings face; the Briti sh to I shilling; the 
Swiss to 2 fr ancs (equ al to 3 shillings). In 
pl a in fact , rotogr avure work is sufficiently 
characte ristic in appea r ance th at any imita­
tions of it w ill be spotted read ily even by th e 
cas ual glance of a pos t al clerk. No other 
method of st amp production offer s anything 
like such demonstra ted security against coun­
te rfeiting even being attempted . H ow st r ik­
ing is th e contras t between this and th e fre­
qu ent fo rge ries m ade of even th e bes t line­
eng raved st amps ! 

In th e technical description of rotog r avure, 
our a utho r s h ave omitted, presumably pu r­
posely, the un usual fea tures of th e method of 
w iping th e cylin d rical pl ates. Th is method 
dese rves mention fo r its inter es t, if fo r no 
oth e r r eason . 

The "docto r bl ade," w hich r emoves th e ink 
from all th e pl ate save th e etched hollows, 
does not m ake ac tu al contact w ith the plate. 
If it did so, th e pl ate would deteriora te 
rapidly and show m any scr atches in its early 
st ages of degr adat ion. The bl ade comes very 
close--probably w ithin .OOI inch. 

(continued on page 84 ) 
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Rotary Printing by 

PHOTOGRA VURE . 

Knowledge of plate manufacture as well as 

printing process helps to explain 

and Great 

varieties 

Britain issues of South Africa 

By J. A. PERK! ' S with F. E. SELLMANSBERGER 
P
RIOR to 1934, all st amps of Great 

Britain h ad been printed from flat 
pla tes, and all except th ose issued in 

rolls had been printed sheet by sheet. Messrs. 
Harrison & Sons obtained the contract for 
printing stamps from th e beginning of 1934 
from photogravu re cylinders on to a web of 
paper. This was a concession by th e P ost 
Office to speed and cheapness, as in the past 
it had been considered that th e difficulty in 
maintaining strict supervision and in spection 
in rotary web printing did not justify its 
adoption for postage st amps. 

l\llessrs. Harrison had some experience in 
pri nting photogravure stamps. They had 
prin ted them fo r Egypt (1923); Peru (192+, 
1930 on ) ; Gold Coast ( 1928) ; and the Mal­
dive Islands (1933) , but all these had been 
printed sheet by sheet, and for the British con­
tract, \\'ith its very ex acting condi tions, a new 
factory had to be built; and a new plant was 
install ed. It was found impossible to start 
pho togravure production in time for th e be­
ginnin g of the contract, and the issue of typo­
g raph ed stamps was provi sion ally co nti nue::!. 

The Ii rst trials on the new presses, sup­
plied by Messrs. Timsons of Kettering, were 
made about Februa ry, 193.J.. The first 
st amps \\'ere printed in June, and the first 
iss ue of them was August 20, 1934. The 
ea rl ies t ex periments were made on the Three 
H a If pence value. 

Owing to unexpected difficult ies and de­
lays, it was fou nd necessary to pri nt a la rge 

I 
COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST 
proportion of the ea rliest issues on smaller 
presses, made by the German firm of J olian­
nesbe rg. These were ro t a ry, but printed sheet 
by sheet. Even more difficulty was encoun­
tered w ith the new perforators designed to 
perforate st amps in th e web, and many of the 
printed ree ls had to be cut up and perforated 
shee t by shee t on older machines. 

The cylinders printed 480 stamps in two 
panes of 240 ( 20 rows of 12) side by side at 
each revolution. The st amps were issued in 
sheets of 2.J.O, th e panes being separated. 

All shee ts had an arrow half-way along 
each side margin , small guide marks half-way 
along the top and bottom margins, and a 
cont ro l and a cylinder number in the lower 
left corner of th e shee t. As there was a verti­
cal gutter the w idth of the st amp between the 
panes, and this was cut down th e midd le, each 
of the issued sheets h ad four m argins. The 
left pane w as distinguished from th e right by 
th e fact th at the latter had a stop after the 
cylinder number. Other marginal marks did 
not occur on all shee ts and will be consid­
ered sepa rate ly. 

The controls consisted of a letter fo ll owed 
by two ligu res , and they continu ed the series 
of th e typographed issue. U 34 signi fied 
that the stamps we re printed in th e first half 
of 1934; V 34 signified th e second half of 
193+; and so on. Cylinders had the control 
altered when their periods expired. At first 
th e co nt ro l was in th e bottom margin under 
th e second stamp of th e last row, with the 
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cylinder number in the side margin , opposite 
No. 1 of Row 20; but the posi tion was soon 
changed to the side. It was opposite Row 19, 
th en changed , opposite Row 18. In these 
three the cylinder number remained opposite 
Row 20. At the end of th e V34 period, the 
posi tion of both control and cylinder number 
was permanently es t ablished opposite No. 1 

of Row 18. The contro l was fractional, th e 
numbers being below the letter. * 

When th ese st amps appeared, interest in 
l\IIod ern E ngli sh stamps was at a very low 
ebb, and they received scanty a ttention, with 
the resu lt th at minor variations (such as 
alte rations in th e position of th e control ) 
were given undue prominence; more im­
portant varieties were ove rl ooked. The pres­
ence of cy linder number and control inevi­
tably di rected attention almos t excl usively to 
th e lower left corner of th e sheet. But th ese 
st amps provide an inte res ting study, as practi­
call y every thing that is known about .them has 
been deduced from th e issued varieties. Offi­
cial inform ation of a technical nature has not 
been forthco ming. 

The cy linders were made by the photo­
gravu re process as previously described. No 
working nega tive marks have been fou nd on 
any values, bu t th e size of th e images has 
been alte red intentionally on seve r al occasions. 
There were two success ive diminutions in 
size of the three h alfpence and onepenny 
issued in sheets, and one d iminution of th e 
one halfpenny and twopence. Other slight 
variations occu rred on st amps issued in rolls. 
The sizes a re approxima tely as given in the 
fo ll owing table. There a re oth er small varia­
tion s w hich were unintention al and are unim­
portant. 

Sizes of Images 

Three halfpence . 
18.7 x 22.6 mm. First sheet issues. (La rge 

size.) 

*Thank s should be extended to A. L. Bert of West 
Croydon, Surrey. l\l any of the references to King 
George V' I stamp s of Great Britain , their varieties 
and the position of these va rieties, stamps of the Coro· 
nation Issue, the Centenary of Postage Stamps I ss ue, 
the V icto ry l ssue, etc., are due to 1\1r . Bert's " Check 
Lisi of King G eorge VI Controls a11d Cyli11der Num­
bers" or to his letters .-F. E. S. 
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18.7 x 22.3 mm. First lengthways rolls. 
18.2 x 22.1 mm. Sheet cylinders 104 to I 13; 

pre-Jubilee booklets. (In­
te rmediate size.) 

18.0 x 21.9 mm. Sheet cylinders II6 on; 
post-Jubilee booklets; 
leng th ways rolls. (Small 
size. ) 

I 7 .9 x 22.0 mm. Sideways rolls. 

Onepenny. 

18.9 x 22 .8 mm. First sheet issues. (Large 
size.) 

I 8.9 x 22.3 mm. First lengthways rolls. 
18.5 x 22.2 mm. Sheet cylinders 20 to 28; 

pre-Jubilee booklets. (In­
termediate size.) 

18.2 x 21.9 mm. Sheet cylinders 32 on; 
post-Jubilee booklets; 
lengthways rolls. (Small 
size.) 

18.o x 22.0 mm. Sideways roll s. 

One H alfpenny. 

18.5 x 22.2 mm. First shee t issues; pre­
J ubilee booklets. (Equiv­
alent to intermediate 
size . ) 

18.0 x 21.9 mm. Sheet cylinders 11 on; 
length ways rolls; post­
J ubilee booklets. (Small 
size.) 

1 7 .9 x 21.9 mm. Sideways rolls. 

Twopence. 

18.5 x 22 .2 mm. First sheet issues. ( Equiva­
lent to intermediate size. ) 

18.1 x 21.9 mm. Sheet cylinders 8 on. 
(Small size.) 

18.0 x 21.9 mm. Sideways rolls. 

These stamps have never been measured 
really accurately, but the value of such meas­
u rements would be doubtful, as o.or mm. ac­
curacy would include many variations of no 
philatelic importance. The above measure­
ments are probably th e best from w hich to 
identify st amps. 

T he co nt ro l is ch anged by removing the 
chromium surfacing, burnishing off the etching 
of th e con t ro l, addi ng new metal, polishing it 
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to the required level, etching the new control, 
and rechromi ng the cylinder. T here is con­
side rable risk of spo iling the cylinder du r ing 
this process. Generally th e alteration leaves 
smudges a rou nd the new cont rol, caused by 
slight ir regul a riti es in th e su rface of th e cylin­
der. Sometimes th ese smudges occur on cylin­
de rs w hich had not been printed from wi th 
ea rlier cont ro ls, but even in th ese cases th ey 
indicate alteration. Fo r inst ance, three half­
pence cylinders 139 and q o and twopence 
halfpe nny No. 8 were o rigin ally prepared w ith 
X35 con t ro l, b~ t th ey a re not kn own to have 
been pu t to press w ith it. 

T he super impos ition of th e screen on th e 
designs has ca used va rie ties w hich h ave puz­
zled many collecto rs. If th e bea rds a re ex­
amin ed on a block of G eorge V photogravure 
stamps, m arked va ri ations w ill be noticed in 
th e fi ne l ines . Sometimes th ere is a st rong 
line runnin g downwa rds and backwa rd s from 
th e ti p of th e mustache, sometimes the re is a 
fai nt broken line, and sometimes th e re is no 
lin e, bu t o th er lines have appea red in ad j acent 
pa rts of the beard. Generall y th ere a re about 
th ree " types." These are caused by th e sc reen 
fa llin g on a d iagonal thin line in th e design. 
If cell s fa ll along th is line, it appea rs thick ; 
and if the wa lls be tween ce ll's fa ll along it , it 
hard ly appea rs in th e print. Th ese "types" 
a re of no importance; th ey indicate th e un­
suit ab ility of th e des ign fo r photogravure 
wo rk. 

Th e shee t-fed presses a re simila r in princi­
ple to th e web presses. The printing cylinde r 
ro t ates in a bath of ink , which is removed 
fro m th e surface by a doc to r knife; and above 
it are an impression cylinde r and mechanism 
fo r de live rin g th e shee ts. The impression 
cylinder is gea red to the printing cylinder, so 
it has to ro t ate a t exactly th e sa me speed ; its 
circu mfe rence is generally " made-up" to th e 
required measurement. Any slight d ifference 
wi ll ca use smudging of th e print. This is 
occas ionally seen on so me printings fro m one­
pe nny reve rse cylinders . 

T"·o pri nt ing va rieties are more o r less 
cha racte ri st ic of th e sheet-by-shee t printings. 
Tr ey are the onepenny printed on th e gu mmed 
side, of wh ich one, o r possibly two, part­
sheet. we re fou nd ; and th e onepenny and th ree 
halfpence fro m sheets w ith waterm a rk in ­
verted. T wo oth er va riet ies a re equally cha r­
ac teristic of web printing. Th ey a re th e st amps 
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printed on double paper, owing to a join m 
th e web ; and th e fa ilure to print of part of 
the design in th e shape of a di sc. The latter 
is ca used by a disc of ma rginal paper, punched 
out to make th e register hole, fa lling onto th e 
w eb befo re printing. This is known as th e 
"confetti " varie ty. 

Offse ts of th e cylinde r number , a rrow mark, 
o r shee t number a re occasionally found in the 
side ma rgins. These a re ca used by a roller 
ro t a t ing over th e surf ace of th e web soon 
after printing, and picking up th e ink. L ess 
distinct marks, genera lly in th e bottom margin, 
a r e caused by ink on th e dr ag which controls 
th e reeling of th e printed w eb, o r on the g rip­
pers wh "ch catch th e shee ts of 480 af ter th ey 
have been cut fro m the web. 

During th e pe riod befo re th e web printing 
and perfora ting machin es were in wo rking 
ord er, only th e three ha lfpe nce and onepenny 
values we re printed. The three h alfpence was 
iss ued on Au gust 20th , 193 +, and th e one­
penny on September 2+th . Befo re any reduc­
ti on in th e size of the im ages were made, 
st amps from the foll owing cylinders were 
iss ued : 

C ontrol at Bottom: • 
Three H alfpence U3 + 8 3+ 

V3+ 13 34 38 +2 43 45 

Cont ro l a t side, oppos ite Row 19 : 
Three Halfpence V 3+ 17 46 47 49 54 55 63 

68 R 69 70 9+ 97 98 100 10 1 102 
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O nepenny V34 I 2 5R 6R 9R 10R 11 R 
14 15 

Some of th ese cylinders we re used fo r web 
pr int ing, and othe rs fo r sheet printings on th e 
German presses. Sheets printed in th e web 
had three holes and a bl ack sheet number in 
one of th e ma rgins-th e lef t ma rgin of lef t 
pane sheets, and th e r ight margin of right 
pane shee ts. The holes we re opposi te the top 
of R ow 1 , between R ows 7 and 8, and bet ween 
Rows J 4 and I 5. The posit ion of th e sheet 
number varies. The holes we re fo r guiding 
th e reels through th e web pe rfo rators. Web­
printed sheets we re printed f rom bottom to 
top, and th e cy lind ers fo r th ese we re know n 
as " length ways" cylinders. Sheet printings 
we re sid ew ays, and any doctor m arks run 
more or less ho rizonally. These a re known as 
"sideways" cylin de rs, and on some th e cylin­
de r number is foll owed by an " R ." This 
means R eve rse, and these cylinders we re put 
into th e press th e oth er way round , so th a t 
th ey printed st amps from right to left , instead 
of fro m lef t to right. Only lengthways cylin­
de r numbers occ ur w ith web pe rfor ation. 

T hese cylind ers a re furth er subdivided by 
th e multi-positives from which th ey w ere 
made. F rom small marks and fl aws it h as 
been possible to wo rk out th e se ries almost 
compl etely. The same multi-positive was not 
used fo r both lengthways and sid eways cylin­
ders. F urth er information is ga ined from th e 
cont rol negatives, as th e same one wa used 
fo r several cylinders. 

The fir st three halfpence multi-positive was 
used to make cylinde rs Nos. 8, I 3, I 7, and 63, 
w hich we re length ways and printed in th e 
web. No. 63 is the r a res t cylinder number of 
this valu e ; it is not known w hy it was made 
fro m such an early multi-posi tive. P ossibly 
it was an emergency after th e second length­
ways multi-pos itive had been damaged. No 
st amps fro m th ese cylinde rs appeared on th e 
day of issue . On Nos. 8 and 13 th e cont rol 
was in th e lowe r margin , fo llowing the pre­
cedent of th e typog raphed issues; on No. 17 
it was shif ted to the side, where it could be 
more easi ly refe rred to or bu rni shed off. On 
th e lef t pane of cylinder I 3, th e cylinder num­
ber was firs t etched in reverse; bu t before 
th e cylin de r was put to press, it was re-e tched 
th e co rrect way, producing a variety "13 over 
13 reve rsed." 
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The second mult i-posi tive was used for cyl­
ind er No. 34 ; and th e third fo r os. 38, 42, 
43, 45, 54, and 55. T hese we re sideways 
cylinders, and th e bulk of th e stamps issued 
during th e firs t few weeks we re fro m th em. 
On No. 54 th e cont ro l was shi fted to th e side, 
a pos ition wh ich had firs t been adopted fo r 
length ways cylinde rs (No. 17), and which 
was obv iously more convenient for lengthways 
printing. 

F rom th e fo ur th multi -posi t ive, lengthways 
cylinde rs 46, 47, 49, and 69 we re made. Stamps 
fro m th e fi rst two of these appea red on August 
20th , and it was on th em th at web perfo ra tion 
made its fi rst appearance . T he cont rols on 
all these cylinders we re fro m th e same nega­
tive, which was also used on No. 54, but not 
on No. 55 . From this and from the fac t th a t 
th e cylinder numbers show some signs of al­
te r ation, it is supposed th at No. 69· was made 
befor e No. 55, but fo r some reason was re­
numbered befo re any successful printings we re 
made from it . 

Cylind er No. 68R - th e only reve rse side­
w ays cylinder fo r thi s value - was th e only 
one from th e fifth multi-positive . L arge pr int­
ings we re m ade from it , and th e st amps we re 
issued on August 20th . Cylinder No. 70 was 
a solita ry length ways one from multi-positive 
No. 6; printings f rom it a re very ra re. It 
can be rega rded as the las t cylinder of th e 
experimental period. 

Afte r No. 70 th ere is a la rge gap until No. 
94. Cylinders 94, 97, 98, 100, IO I , and 102 
were all lengthways from multi-positive No. 
7, and w ith this g roup the experimental ph ase 
definitely fi nishes. There a re no more side­
ways cylind ers; and (fo r a time) most reels 
a re perforated in th e web, showing tha t the 
machines we re a t las t in wo rking orde r. 

O nepenny cylinders Nos. I and 2 are almost 
devoid of ma rks in th e cont rol co rn er, so 
th e multi-pos itives have no t been identi fied 
w ith ce rta inty. Probably these two cylinde rs 
we re fr om th e same one. T hese printings 
were sideways, and were con temporary w ith 
those fro m th ree h alfpe nce No. 55, as is shown 
by th e fac t th at all three cylinders have the 
cont ro l fro m th e same negative. 

Onepenny multi-posi tive No. 2 was used 
for making a se ries of reve rse sideways cyl in­
ders and two ordinary sid eways ones. T hey 
were 5R , 6R , 10R , I 1 R , I 4, 15, and probably 
9R. Only one example of 9R is known, and 
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the multi-positive has not been identified with 
cer t ainty. Most of th e penny st amps issued 
during the first two months were from these 
cylind ers . No attempt was made to print 
penny stamps in th e web until th e expe riments 
on the three halfpence h ad been successful. 

There is little doubt th at th e numbers of 
th e three halfpence cylinders under JOO were 
all ocated in grou ps to sideways and length­
ways cylind ers before the cylinders we re made. 
Up to No. 55 thi s grouping is fair ly obvious. 
It has already been shown th at onepenny Nos. 
I and 2 we re con temporary with three half­
pe nce ' o. 55 , and 68R was contemporary w ith 
th e onepenny " R " cylinde rs. Onepenny 14 
and 15 have no counterpart in the three h alf­
pence ; no doubt th e gro up to which these be­
long is indicated by th e long gap between os. 
70 and 9+· P robably th e So's were allocated 
to sid eways cy linde r s, w hich were never re­
quired , as th e web presses took over the whole 
of th e printing. 

The perforators we re still causing trouble; 
and the size of th e images was reduced slightly 
in order to provide w ider gutters between the 
stamps, w hich gave more room for the perfo­
r ation s. Two new values were iss ued: the 
halfpenny on November 19, 1934, and the 
twopence on J anu a ry 21 , 1935. Cylinders 
from which st amps of the inte rmediate size 
were issued are as follows: 

Control opposite Row 19: 

Three halfpence. V34 !04 105 I06 !07 
Onepenny. V3+ 20 24 25 28 
One h alfpenny. V3+ 3 4 

Control and cylinder number opposi t e Row 18: 

Three halfpence. V34 113 
Onepenny. W 35 24 
One halfpenny. W35 4 
T wopence. V 34 5 

W35 5 

For these latter the control was shifted 
from opposite Row 19 to opposite Row 18, 
and the cylinder number was shifted from op­
posite Row 20 to opposite Row 18, except 
wi th the onepenny 24 and one h alfpenny 4, 
on which the cylinder number was engraved 
earlier. In these cases, only the control was 
altered in position. 
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Three halfpence multi-posi tives No. 8 (for 
104 to 107 ) and 9 (for 11 3), and onepenny 
multi-positive 1 o. 3 we re used for making 
these groups of cylinders. It is known th at 
a t this time th e multi-pos itives consisted of 
two separate panes of 2+0 (see Stamp Lover, 
Vol. XXX, 1 o. 1) ; and one halfpenny cylin­
de r s 3 and + appear to provide th e only ex­
ample of a pair of cylinders with one pane 
from th e same multi-positive and the other 
from two different ones. The no-stop shee ts 
have many marks in common. The stop sheets 
have many marks, but none in common. 

Twopence No. 5 ex ists in three distinct 
st at es. The fi rst has V34 control ; th e second 
h as W 35 control and small , faint, cylinder 
numbers; and th e third has the cylinder num­
bers recut. The first two states h ave a fl aw 
in the right value tablet on the left pane, R ow 
20, o. 9; in the last st ate this is retouched. 
Both fl aw and retouch a re very sca rce. T o 
effect the altera tions, which m ake the diffe r­
ent states, it was necessa ry to remove the sur­
fac ing and rech rome th e cylinder. 

Most stamps of intermediate size were perf­
orated in th e web, but there were st ill a high 
percentage of waste and loss of time in the 
perforating. So the size of the im ages was 
again_ reduced to give more room for the gut­
ters and consequently to allow for g reater 
variation in the centering. This was the last 
altera tion , and the small size became pt!rma­
nent. After it, the printing continued unevent-

Size of image reduced 
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full y until the Jubilee period, except for th e 
issue of two new values, the twopence half­
penny and the threepence, on March IS, 1935· 

Cylinders of this group all have W 35 con­
trol opposite Row IS. They are: 

One halfpenny. I I 13 1S ( 24.) 25 
Onepenny. There were no new cylinders 

until after the Jubilee, but small stamps 
were issued in rolls at this time. 

Three halfpence. 116 II9 
Twopence halfpenny. 6 7 
Threepence. l 2 ( 3) 

The one halfpenny cylinders are all from the 
same multi-positive. One batch of right-pane 
sheets was all that was ever found of No. 24, 
and this did not appear until December, long 
af ter all the others were obsolete. There is 
no doubt, however, th at the correct place for 
No. 24. is in this group. 

Three halfpence 116 and II9 were from the 
same multi-positive (No. IO). This had a 
flaw on Row 19, No. l of th e left pane, in 
the top right corner of the design. After 
large printings had been made from No. 116, 
the cylinder was rechromed , and this flaw was 
retouched. Nei th er the fl aw nor th e retouch 
is scarce. On No. 119 it was not retou ched. 
At this time some of the presses were adjusted 
so th at the sheet number printed so low in 
the left m argin , th at it occurs on blocks of 
st amps with no-s top cylinder number. Al­
though this is interesting to specialists, it h as 
no particul a r significance. Twopence half­
penny Nos. 6 and 7 a re from the same multi­
positive. Threepence No. 3 is probably from 
the same as Nos. I and 2; but as only a s ingle 
stamp and a strip of three a re known, it is 
difficult to be su re. It was not fou nd until 
September, but no doubt it belongs to this 
group. 

It appea rs th a t most printings in the latter 
half of the W3 5 period were Jubilee st amps ; 
but there were some la te ordinary W35 print­
ings after the Jubilees had been finished . 
These , with the X35, Y 36, Z 36 printings, are 
a long, uninte rrupted se ries , the printers h av­
ing by now quite se ttl ed down to th e job. 
They a re different in one respect from the pre­
J ubilee issues. The web perforation , ins tead 
of being the most common, is almost aban­
doned , giving pl ace to sheet by sheet perfora­
tion in sheets of 4So before cutting into 24o's. 
This type of perforation , in which only the top 
margin is perforated through , was introduced 
in th e W 35 period and was used ex tens ively 
on the Jubil ees. Correct register of the sheets 
is insured by using the lowest of the three 
register hol es in th e side margins; and a fter 
the Jubilee sheets became more and more fr e­
quent, this was the on ly hole to be punched 
(between R ows I 4 and I 5). 

Cylinders of this g roup are as follows: 
One h alfpenny 

W35 27 
X35 30 31 32 36 39 40 41 42 
Y36 39 4I 42 44 45 4S 49 
Z 36 4S 

Onepenny 
W35 32 (the first with small images). 
X35 34 35 39 40 41 42 44 45 46 50 
Y36 50 53 54 

Three halfpence 
W35 124 
X35 127 12S 130 132 133 135 137 141 
Y36 135 137 139 140 141 143 144 146 

14S 149 
Z36 144 149 153 
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Twopence 
X35 8 JO 12 
Y36 IO 12 
Z 36 JO 12 13 
A37 12 13 

Twope nce halfpe nny 
Y36 8 9 

T hreepence 
X35 6 
Y36 12 13 1+ 
Z36 14 

A ll ex ist w ith and wi thou t the stop after th e 
number, excep t onepenny No. 40, which is 
known only w ith it ( right pane) . 

One halfpenny cylind ers 27 to 49 we re 
from th e same multi-positive, w hich acquired 
many small fl aws during th e course of its long 
li fe; although it los t most of them before cyl­
ind ers 48 and 49 we re made. App arently it 
was cleaned ve ry tho roughly at this st age. 

Onepenny cylinders 32 to 46 a re from th e 
same multi-positive, and 1 os. 50, 53, and 54 
a re from a diffe rent one. The eleventh three 
halfpence multi-pos itive was used fo r cylin­
de rs 124 to 141 , and th e twelfth for Nos. 143 
to 153 . T wopence 1 os. 8, 10, 12, and I 3 a re 
fro m th e same one; and threepence Nos. 6 to 
14 a re from th e sa me multi-positive th at h ad 
made N os. I and 2. 

During this pe riod a small , irregul a r m ark 
was added to some cylinde rs at the intersec­
t ion of th e centr al ve rtical and th e horizontal 
gutter. It prints two thirds of th e way down 
th e ma rgin between consecutive sheets, and 
of ten appea rs in the extreme lowe r left co rner 
of control blocks wi th "s top" cylinde r number. 
(See ph ot o opp osit e.} 
It acted as a gu ide fo r checking the cutting 
of th e web into 48o's, which at this time was 
au tomatically done by a ro t ating bl ade. Some 
cylinders ex ist in two st ates, wi th and w ith­
out this "cutting line." 

Three halfpence No. 143, lef t pane, exists 
in an ea rly, pu re st ate and in a la ter st ate 
( rechromed ) w ith a la rge, const ant blob in 
th e margin , due to damage to th e cylinde r , 
and w ith th e lowe r part of th e cont rol r e­
touched by hand . Cylinde r No. I44 exists in 
three obvious st ates. The fi rst has Y 36 con­
trol and doubl e-lined cylinder numbers on 
both panes; th e second is rech romed, and h as 
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the cylinde r nu mbers fi ll ed in, as well as a 
different type of cutt ing line and oth er d iffe r­
ences; th e third is si mil a r to it, but has Z36 
control. 

O n twopence halfpe nny cylin de r No. 8 
( both panes), th e left side label of st amp Row 
18, No. 1 is touched up by fi ne diagonal lines 
running down from lef t to right on th e lef t 
pane and up fro m left to r ight on the r ight 
pane. T his was done befo re th e cylinder was 
pu t to press. 

The fourpence was iss ued on D ec.embe r 2, 
1935, from cylinde r No. 1 I , w ith X 35 control. 
This valu e provid ed the bigges t shock which 
specia lis ts have had, as at th e end of J anu a ry, 
1936, it appea red f rom cylinder No. 3 with 
W 35 cont ro l. Apa rt from th e late issue of 
this cont rol, th is was a sid eways cylinde r, th e 
only one to be used after th e ea rly V 34 period; 
and in add ition, only one pane (without stop ) 
was ever fo und , although it became quite 
common. It rece ived th e perforat ion gener­
ally given to "stop" sheets after th ey had been 
sepa ra ted f rom th e no-s top sheets fo r perfora-
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tion in 24o's, so it is assumed th at it was a 
printing in 24o 's in stead of 48o's. There were 
no register holes or sheet numbers. It m ay 
have been printed w hile the web presses were 
being used fo r Jubilees and the printers we re 
anxious to b ring out more values of th e ordi­
na ry se ries. Shortly af te r th is, cylinde rs 8 
and 9 appea red. They were ord inary length ­
ways printings w ith X35 control, fr om th e 
same mult i-posit ive as No. r r. No. Ir also 
appea red w ith Y36 control. 

T he higher values are less interesting. A 
l is t of the va riet ies fo llows: 

Fivepence (February 17, 1936) X35 5 
Y36 5 
Z 36 5 

N inepence ( D ecember 2, 1935) X35 15 

T enpence (Februa ry 24, rg36) Y36 3 

One shilling (February 24, 1936) Y 36 3 4 
Z 36 5 

The printers had difficulty in altering the 
controls, and many cylinders we re spoiled in 
this process. When it was known th at th e 
G eorge V and Edwa rd V III st amps w ere 
not to remain on issue indefin itely, it was de­
cided to modify this process on those values 
of w hich only one cylinder was a t press at a 
time. These we re th e twopence halfpenny to 
one shilling. Instead of burnishing off the 
control , depositing new metal, and etching a· 
new one, the old one was und erlin ed. At th e 
end of the next period, an additional l ine was 
added at th e left of th e cont rol ; and next 
time one at the right. Finally th e control 
was completely boxed in by a line above. 

George V Controls 

The va rieties of G eo rge V cont ro l caused 
by this a re as fo llows : 

T hreepence cylinder No. 14. 

(tor A/57 period} 

(tor B/57 period) · 
Fou rpence cylinder No. I I . 

(A/57) 

(C/58) 

F ivepence cylinder 1 o. 5. 

l~a {A/57) 11& 

([l 
(C/58) l]§j 

inepence cylinder No. 15. 

(A./37) 

l.!cl ri1 
~ {C/58)' @ 

T enpence cylinder No. 3. 

(A./57) ~ 
(C/58) 

O ne shilling cylinder 1 o. 5. 

~ (A/57) ~ 

~ (C/58) ~ 

(B/57) 

{D/58) 

(B/57) 

(D/58) 

(B/57) 

(D/38) 

(B/37) 

(B/57) 

(D/58) 

Production of Booklets 

Photog ravu re st amps we re fi rst issued in 
booklets in J anu ary, 1935. The booklets con­
tinu ed th e series w hich had been started w ith 
the typographed stamps. They contained pages 
of six st amp spaces, and were stitched at the 
lef t side. There were three values : 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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COL
Two SHILLI NGS 

I page of 4 I Y,d 
I page of 6 I Y, d 
I page of 6 I d edge 

cut 

gu tter 
1 page of 6 Y,d of web 

cut 

central 
gutter 

cut cut 

gutter edge 
of web 
T H REE SH ILL I NGS 

3 pages 
I page 
I page 

of 6 I Y, d 
of 6 Id 
of 6 Y, d 

F IVE SH ILLI NGS 

I page 
5 pages 
1 page 
I page 

of 4 I Y, d 
of 6 I Y, d 
of 6 I d 
of 6 Y, d 

T he cylind ers fo r th ese st amps printed 240 
images a t each revolution, in a speci al arrange­
ment des igned to prov ide the binding margins 
a t the lef t of each page . There we re tw enty 
rows, as shown in th e di agr am. 

Consequently th e re were 80 tete-beche pai rs 
on each shee t, but th ey w ere a ll separ ated in 
th e manu facture of th e booklets. None is 
known to phil atelists. F ifty per cent of th e 
pages h ave the wate rm ark inve rted. The 
cy lin de r numbers we re, as on shee t cylinde rs, 
opposite No. I of Row 18, in th e lef t , outer 
m argin and in th e middle gutte r. P ages w ith 
th em have th e wate rm ark upright. The Y, d 
numbe rs we re preceded by an E, the I d ones 
by an F , and the 1Y, d ones by a G. There 

Bookle t pane w ith cylinder number F 7 
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we re no cont ro ls. There we re r egiste r holes 
between rows I4 and I 5, as on sheets, and 
also cutting lines in each corner of each pane 
of 240. * T he ove rall w idth bet ween the r eg­
is ter holes on th e two sides w as th e same as 
on sheets. In o rd er to make room for the 
narrow gutte r down th e middl e of each pane, 
th e im ages ex tend ed right out to th e holes, 
and th e cente r gutter w as rather less th an 
one st amp w idth . The cyl inder numbe rs, 
registe r holes, and cutting lines could be found 
in th e binding of th e booklets, trimmed to a 
va rying deg ree . 

To make th e fir st pages fo r two shillings 
and fi ve shillings booklets, th e lef t two im ages 
of each page were r emoved from th e gela­
tine t ransfe rs. On th e pages th ese spaces 
we re fi ll ed in w ith adve rtisements. All the 
booklets befo re th e Jubilee con tained st amps 
w ith im ages of the intermedia te size; and on 
the cylin de rs fo r adve rtisement pages, the 
adver ti sements we re etched in the bl anks. 
Afte r the Jubilee, st amps w ith small size 
im ages appea red in booklets,. the advertise­
ments being pr inted af terward s in bl ack. 

Befo re the Jubilee, th ere were the follow­
ing cylinder numbers, all with intermedi ate 
size im ages : 

One halfpenny EI 
Onepenny FI 
Three halfpence G 4 G7 G 9 G10 GI 5 G 16 

GI7 

P ages from numbers G 7 to G I 7 had fo ur 
st amps and advertisements in th e color of the 
stamps. T hey we re fro m th e same multi­
positive, and pages w ith the cylinder numbers 
a re r are. G 4 printed six-s t amp pages and was 
fro m a diffe rent multi-posi t ive. 

A fter th e Jubilee, stamps w ith sm all size 
images we re issued in booklets from the fo l­
lowi ng cylinde rs: 

* Cvl incle rs for Geo rge V I book lets seem to be com­
posed the sa me, both as to images and as to cyl inder 
nu mbers.-F. E. S. 
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O ne halfpenny E4 E s E 6 
O nepenny F6 F7 
Three halfpence G20 G 2+ G 26 G27 G 28 

G30 G 3 I 

O nly one multi-positive fo r each value was 
used. G26 and G28 printed four st amps to a 
page, and adve rti se ments we re typogr aphed 
in bl ack in th e bl anks. G24 pri nted six-s tamp 
pages from th e left pane, and four -s tamp pages 
fro m th e right. 

Ea rly in 1936, a few pages from Nos. E4 
and G26 w ere found w ith watermark in­
verted and with th e cylinder number. This 
va ri ety was ca used by pa rt of a reel ( probably 
th e end of a reel, which had been rewound) 
of pape r being fed into th e press th e wrong 
way. T he stamps we re printed as usual fro m 
top to bottom, so th e cylinders we re not put 
in th e wrong way rou nd. P ages w ith th is 
va ri ety a re ve ry r a re. No important pl ate 
varieti es we re fou nd on any of th e booklet 
cylinders. 

Production of Rolls 

Rolls of photog rav ure stamps we re firs t 
issued in M a rch, 1935. There we re several 
sizes of ro ll , each des ignated by a lette r on 
th e w r apper. They a re: 

L engthways 

+80-Y, d (G) , Id (E) , I Y, d (L ) , 2d ( R ) 
960-Y, d ( D ), 1d ( B ), I Y, d (K) , 2d (Q ) 

2Y, d ( F ), 3d (C) , Y, d (W ), 1d ( X ) 
I920-Y, d (Y ), Id (Z ) 

Sideways 

+So-Y, d ( P ) , 1d ( 0 ) , I Y, d ( ) 2d (T) 

Generally th e w rappe r with a few stamps 
attached is collected. Only (W ) , (X) , (Y) , 
(Z ) we re used in P os t Office machin es; bu t 
( G) and ( E ) were used in vending machines 
in small hotels, etc. These have ca rdboard 
co res. A ll th e oth ers are fo r private use in 
affi xing machines and have sof t, paper co res. 
A ll were sold a t face value. 

Special cylinde rs we re made fo r Y, d, 1d, 
1Y, d length ways, and Y, d, Id , I Y, d, and 2d 
sideways ro ll printings. All th e other types 
of ro ll s " ·ere made up fro m shee ts joined to-
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gether. The lengthways cylinders were ex­
ac tly the same as those used for sheet print­
ings, except th at the horizontal gutter (be­
tween consecutive sheets) was filled with 
images. Thus the re we re 504 images on the 
cylinder. 

The sideways roll cylinders we re simil a r , 
but the im ages were a rr anged sideways ; so 
th at the central gutter, running all round the 
cylind er, divided it into two "panes," each 
con taining ten rows of 25. Stamps printed 
from these cylinders have the watermark 
sideways, and a re slightly na rrower th an 
th ose issued in sheets, both as rega rds the 
im ages and th e overall distance between the 
perforations. A strip of six stamps w ith 
wate rm ark sideways is about a millimeter 
shorter th an a similar strip from a sheet. It 
appears th at this difference was on the cylin ­
de r, as pape r shrinkage or stretching of th e 
web would tend to cause sideways printed 
stamps to be w ider th an length ways-prin ted 
ones. 

The first onepenny and three halfpence 
cylinders for leng thways ro ll s had images of 
a size between the large and intermediate 
sizes found in shee ts. Stamps of this size 
a re rare; less than six wrappe r strips are 
known to have survived. They a re Id (E) 
and 10 d (L). 

The first one halfpe nny and onepenny cyl­
inders for sid eways roll s pri nted the stamps 
from left to right, and stamps from them 
have the watermark reading downwa rd s. 
The one halfpenny is very rare; I h ave neve r 
heard of it unused. After a month o r two, 
stamps appea red wi th th e watermark reading 
upwards, the stamps being pri nted from right 
to lef t. Marginal markings are unobtainable, 
but it is thought th at the cylinder numbers 
were preceded by A , B, C , D for th e 0 d, rd, 
1 0 d, and 2d values, respectively. 

Rolls of labe ls sim ilar to stamps were pre­
pared fo r the use of Post Office engi neers in 
tes t ing the m achin es. These we re of three 
types: 

(a) Printed in green on waterma rked 
paper exactly as the one halfpenny stamp. 
The design consists of a full-to ne oval in th e 
center and a simple frame from w hich light 
radiates towa rds th e center. There is no 
inscription. This became known as th e 
" poached egg" label. 

(b) A photogravure design consis ting s1m-
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ply of a thin green cross in a rectangular 
design without any backg round , on unwater­
marked paper. 

(c) No design at all ; a perforated blank 
of paper without watermark. 

These we re not intended to re ach the pub­
lic, but m any came into philatelic h and s. It 
was freely sta ted in the philatelic press th at 
they we re issued by mi st ake in Post Office 
m achines; but no reli able evidence of this 
was ever produced, and it is extremely un­
likely th at this was the case. 

Some "poached egg" labels were used as 
0 d st amps, through favor , ignorance, or 
ca relessness on the part of the Post Office 
staff. Covers with them have no signifi­
cance, as their use was neve r au thorized . 

The Jubilee Issue 

The Jubilee iss ue of Great Brita in con­
sis ted of fo ur values, 0 d, Id , 10 d, and 
20 d. They were issued on May 6, I935, 
and r emained on sale for about two months. 
The 0 d, Id , and I 0 d were issued in book­
le ts as fo llows: 

TWO SHILLINGS 

3 pages of 4 10 d 
I page of 4 Id 
1 page of 4 0 d 

THREE SHILLINGS 

5 pages of + I 0 d 
I page of 4 Id 
I page of 4 0 d 

T he cylin de rs were made and th e stamps 
we re printed in the same way as th e ordinary 
series - all were web printed. Some shee ts 
had three registe r holes in th e margin (pre­
pa red for web perfora ti on) and some had 
only one, the lowest of the three (prepared 
fo r sheet by sheet perforation in 48o's). As 
th e design s we re exactly twice as large as 
those of the ordinary se ries, cylinders printed 
2+0 at each revolution, in two panes of 120 
each (20 rows of six. Each pane of I20 
constituted a Post Office sheet. 

The cylinders fo r th e whole issue we re 
numbered in one se ries, including th e book­
let cylinders, th e numbers of which were not 
preceded by a letter. All sheet printings h ad 
W35 control. The cyli nders ,,·ere: 
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Sheet issues (each with and without stop) 

One halfpenny 18 20 47 55 60 61 62 
Onepenny 14 22 
Three halfpence 2 7 21 27 48 
Twopence halfpenny 34 

Booklet issues (without stop only) 

One halfpenny 33 35 
Onepenny 26 37 
Three halfpence 30 4I 58 59 66 

Th e multipositives of Nos . 18 and 20 are 
uncertain; all the other cylinders of each value 
were from th e same multipositives, the book­
let ones being different series. Cylinders 2, 
20, 26, and 58 are ve ry rare. Nos . 2 and 20 
are known only without stop (from the left 
pane). I have never seen 1 o. 2, but it is 
illustrated in th e British Philatelist, Vol. 
XXX, No. 4. 

There is little doubt that th e arrange­
ment on the booklet cyl inders was in three 
panes of So side by sid e, each pane contain­
ing 20 rows of four, th e left two upright and 
the right two inverted. Two rows across th e 
printed web would as shown in the diagram. 

There were cutting l ines similar to those 
of th e ordinary series. They were probably 
at top and bottom between each two panes, 
and ou tside th e end ones. As in booklets of 
th e ordinary issue, th e watermark is in­
ve rted on 50 per cent of the pages. The cyl­
inder number (in the lef t , outer margin, oppo­
si te R ow 18) always occu rs w ith upright 
waterm ark. 

The most interesting feature of this issue is 
the existence of three types of each value 
issued in booklets ; one occurring in sheets 
(Type I) ; one in booklet pages wi th th e 
watermark inverted (T ype 2) ; and one in 
booklet pages with the watermark upright 
( T ype 3). It is known th at th e negatives for 
this iss ue were made from large lithograph s, 
and it appears likely that th e different types 
a re due to different lithographs, or to dif­
fe rent sta tes of the same ones, as some of the 
smaller variations a re such th a t th ey are not 
likely to be due to retouching of the nega­
tives. It is necessary to wai t for official in­
for mation on this point. The types can be 
distinguished by th e following differences. 
One halfpenny. 
Type 1. The letters "FPE" of the value 
a re evenly etched in full tone th rough out. 

Type 2. "FPE" are shaded off into half-
tone below. These st amps have the 
wa termark inverted. 

Type 3. Very similar to Type 2; but the 
colored lines under "HALFPE ' NY" and in 
the right frame are thinner th an in Type 
2. The watermark is upright. 

Onepenny 

Type 1. " B" of "JU BILEE" has a st rong 
lower serif. 

Type 2. "B" of "JUB ILEE" has a \\·eak 
lower serif. The watermark is inverted. 

The differences between Types I and 
3 a re so slight that it is hardly possible 
to sepa rate them. There is a sligh t 
d ifference in th e shading between "NN" 
of "PENNY. " 

Three H alfpence 

Type 1. The colored lines above "s1 LVER 
JUBILEE" are heavy. 

Type 2. The lines a re ligh ter and thinner. 
Type 3. Simila r to Type 2, but the ou ter 

line at top is thickened over "Ju" of 
" JUBILEE." 

These types attracted a grea t deal of atten­
tion af ter the three halfpe nce types h ad been 
desc ribed in th e Philatelic J ournal of Great 
Britain , Vol. 46, page 192. However, th ey 
had been kn own to specialists for some time 
before this , and had already been re po rted in 
an ea rlier number of the Philat elic Magazine . 
Since then , they had been described in almos t 
every English stamp journal. 

On June 26, three shee ts of 120 of a tri al 
in an un adopted color fo r the twopence halt0 

penny were issued in e rror at a small posr 
office in No rth London. Forty-one were is­
sued in th e ordina ry way, and th e res t came 
into philatelic hands, so that nea rly all known 
copies a re unused. The color was Prussian 
blue, instead of th e adopted Royal blue. Im­
perforate tri als in both of th ese colou rs were 
shown in a display from th e R oyal coll ection 
to th e Royal Philatelic Socie ty in O ctober, 
I935· 

The George V photogravure st amps were 
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replaced by th e Edwa rd VIII and George V I 
issues, w hich also contain varieties of techni­
cal interest . Th e va riet ies of cylinder number 
and control listed above include all th a t a re 
known in th e George V series. 

Controls fo r printings of Edwa rd VIII 
stamps ex ist in only two forms - A36 and 
A37· The first printings were made in Sep­
tember of 1936, and it came as quite a surprise 
when later printings - early in I937 - were 
designated w ith an A37 control, since it had 

been customary for later printings to be one 
lette r higher for each half-yea r period. It is 
thought th at it was desired to give all stamps 
in thi s same period the same control, and a 
George VI printing was fore seen. Only four 
values of cylinders were made 0/id, Id , I Y, d, 
and 2)/, d) , and only four multipositi ves were 
needed. Cylinders made were: * 

* P art icu lar thank s are due A. L. Bert and hi s "C heck 
Li•I of K i>rg Edward V lll Co>rlrols a>rd Cyli>rder 
Numbers" for help in preparing thi s enumeration. 
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One halfpenny-A36 (2 . ), 4, 5, 7, IO, I2, I3 
I5 , I6 
A 37 2I, 22, 24, 25, 26 

Onepenny-A3 6 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ( 7) 
A37 13, I4 

Three halfpence-A36 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 12, I3 , 
I5, I6 

Twopence halfpenny-A36 2 
A36 2 (Control fo r A37 period) 

Edward VIII cylinders bea r faint controls. 

At th e end of its period , th e cont rol must be 
changed. The alteration on th e cylinde r is a 
difficult task, and of ten cylinders are spoiled 
during th e process . It is believed that the 
controls we re etched shallow in order to make 
the alter ation easier. Cylinder IS fo r the 
Y, d value bears very fai nt controls, although 
pane I) ( right pane from this cylinder ) has 
been touched up in outline on th e cylinder. 
Cylinder I 5 did not survive the A/36 period. 

Controls for George VI cylinders begin 
wi th A37 and continue to U47 . Fourteen 
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values of stamps ( ,Yi d, Id , 1 y,? d , 2d , 2 ,Yi d, 
3d, 4d, 5d , 6d, 7d, 8d, 9d, JOd, and 1/-) we re 
iss ued. 

During the Blitzkrieg of 1941 , British 
st amp printers took their m ateri als outside 
London . Issues turned out there a re con­
siderably lighter th an others, which most 
likely accounts for the " Die II ," sometimes 
said to exist. This is probably due to the ink 
used , and is particularly true in the back­
ground s. Only the ,Yi d, 1d, I y,? d, 2d , 
2,Yi d, and 3d occur in this condition. 

George VI ,Yid cylinder 43 exists in two 
st ates: 1. With the cylinder numbers engraved 
over 23's; 2. with all this erased and the 

Cylinder number 43 engraved over 23 

numbers re-eng raved. In st ate 2, const ant 
smudges clearly indicate th at this alteration 
took place and new metal was deposited. On 
the no-stop one (left pane) th e lowe r part of 
th e cont ro l was affected and had to be heavily 
retouched by hand . There are also a few dots 
at th e base of the control on the stop one 
(r igh t pane) . 
44 
Three control blocks of the George VI 
printings showing a portion of the cutting 
line in th e lower lef t co rner have been seen. 
This is the same as previously mentioned 
with George V printings. They are: 

One halfpenny from cylinder No. I42. w ith 
T / 46 control ; 
Three halfpence from cylinder o. 184. wi th 
S/ 46 control ; 
Three halfpence from cylinder 1o. I86. wi th 
S/ +6 control. 

The following George VI cylinders have 
been seen with a sm ud gy control , showing 

Control Cl 38 retouched by hand 

th at th e control was changed af te r being 
firs t appli ed: 
One halfpenny on cylinder No. 132 w ith 
P / ++ control; 
Onepenny on cylinder No . I 3+ with T / 46 
control ; 
Twopence on cylind er 1 o. 45 with T / 46 
control ; 
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Twopence halfpenny on cylinder No. l 54 
with o/ 4+ control; 
Threepence from cylinder No. 25 with 0/ 44 
cont ro l. 

This latte r control obviously shows th at it 
has bee n changed, but th e alteration is an 
excell ent piece of wo rk, for it is only a little 
smudgy. 

Although stamps we re fi rst perforated in 
th e web late in 193+, most of th e George VI 
printings we re perforated sheet by sheet. 
H oweve r, ce rtai n of th ese printings have 
been perforated in the web. These cylin­
ders a re th e following: 

Contro l L/ 42 " boxed in" 

One halfpenny- A37 , 6. 
J41 12+. 125. 
L+2 12+. 

O nepenny-B37 Ir. 
Three halfpe nce-D 38 106. 

E39, i 35. 
044, I 78. I 83. 

Twopence-L42, 25 . P44, 34· 38. 
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T wopence halfpenny-l\1143, 135· 
43, 138. 144· 146. 151. 

044, 15r. 152. 
P44, 156. 16r. 164. 165. 167. 
Q45, 173. 184. 

Threepence-J41 , 2r. 
Fivepence-141, I 

Sixpence-D38, 1 
Sevenpence-(G+o) IE39, 3 

IE39 i (I41) , 2 

Tenpence-T 46, 5 
One shilling-J+1 , 6 

l\1143, 6 

In asmuch as relatively few stamps of a 
higher value were needed a t one time, some 
of the George VI control s for th ese values 
we re alte red by underscoring and lroxing-in 
the control, simil ar to control-changes of ce r­
t ain George V emissions. T otice th at , in 
four cases, the third ba r is put at th e top, 
rather th an at the right. Such George VI 
altera tions are : 

Fou rpence cylinder No. l 

(for L/42 period) 

(for M/45 ~eriod) 

F ivepence cylinder o. 3 

L 
42 (for M/45 period) 

~2 (for B/43 period) 

~ (for 0/44 period) 

~21 {for P/44 period) 

~ (fer Q/45 period) 



ROTARY PRINTING BY PHOTOGRAVURE 
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Cylinder No. 3 (no stop) with the L/42 
control underscored and lined at the left, 
for the N / 43 period, appeared in two forms 
- with the side margin imperforate, and 
with extension holes opposite alternate lines. 

Sevenpence cylinder No. r 

(for F/59 period) 

(f9r H/40 period) 

Cylinder No. r (no stop) with the E/39 
control underscored, for the F /39 period, ap­
peared in two forms-with the bottom margin 
perforated , and with the bottom margin im­
perforate and one extension hole at the side 
for each line. 

Sevenpence cylinder No. 2 

E 
59 (for F/59 period) 

1~91 (for I/41 period) 

1~91 (for J/41 period) 

w (for K/42 period) 

Cylinder N.o. 2 (no stop) with four bars 
added to the E/39 control, for the I / 41 
period, appeared in two distinct forms -
with the bottom margin perforated, and with 
the bottom margin imperforate and one ex­
tension hole at the side for each line. 

Sevenpence cylinder No. 3 

(for G/40 period) 

(for H/40 period) 
1~91 (for J/41 period) 

11~91 (for K/42 period) 

Cylinder No. 3 (no stop) with the E/39
control underscored and lined at the left
for the G / 40 period , exists in two forms -
with the bottom margin perforated , and with
the bottom margin imperforate and one exten
sion hole a t the side for each line. 

Eightpence cylinder o. r 

! 
H (for F/59 period) 

~ (for G/40 period) 

~ (for H/40 period) 

m91 (for I/41 period) 

~91 (tor J/41 period) 

F'ourpence cylinder No. 9 

Q 
(for P/44 period) 44 -

~ (tor Q/45 period) 

~ (tor R/45 period) 

Eightpence cylinder No. 3 

(for P/44 period) 
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ROTARY PRINTING BY PHOTOGRAVURE 
Eightpence cylinder No. 6 

s 
46 (for T/46 period) 

For several reasons, this method of alter­
ing th e con t ro l see ms not to have been held 
in very high favo r by th e prin ters. It was · 
most deceptive, for it did n' t show th e true 
control. Also, in reading it, one was ap t to 
overlook a bar altering th e control particu­
la rly if it had n't been entered very deep. If 

Control T / 46 typographed 

one used much press ure in applying this same 
bar, he was ap t to crack th e cylinde r and ruin 
th e work of many hours. As r ecently as 1938, 
al teration by printing in black had been tried , 
and experimen tation was now under way for 
typograph ing the control. This latte r method 
was used with th e sixpence st amps, the nine­
pence, the tenpence, and th e one shilling valu e. 

These George VI cylind ers h ave escaped 
th e entire difficulty of th e ruining of pl ates 
during th e alteration of th e control. These 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
controls do not appear on the cylinder contain­
ing the design of the st amps, and consequently 
are not in th e color of the stamps. It ap­
pears th at they h ave been typographed after 
th e sheet was printed. Like other schemes to 
avoid spoiling plates during the alteration of 
control , it can be utilized only with pl ates in­
frequently used , i. e. w ith st amps of high 
value. Many blocks have been seen, but 
to date th e scheme seems to have been used 
only on th e fou r values mentioned. 

Since the George V emissions, very few 
st amps had been printed from sideways cylin­
ders, but such cylind ers were used for one 
valu e of th e George VI printings. Only two 
cylind ers of this type were used, for most 
st amps of this value were printed in the 
ord in ary manner. These sideways cylinders 
are: 
Sixpence-K42, 25, 32 

A r adical alter ation m the printing of 
George VI st amps was the printing of all 
high values in sheets of only one pane of 240; 
so cylinder numbers fo r them exist only w ith­
out the stop . The George VI 4d and 5d. 
stamps were printed from such cylinders, and 
it is believed that all higher values were 
printed from 240-stamp cylinders. The black 
sheet number* comes in both side m argins of 
a sheet, i. e. , th ey are half-width printings on 
the web printing presses. 

During th e summer of 1947, th e postmas­
ter-General of England announced officially 
that control marks, previously printed on the 
borders of unified st amps one h alfpenny to 
one shilling, were being abandoned as oppor­
tunity occurred . It was announced th at the 
last control to be used would be U/47. He 
stated th a t the cylinder numbers would con­
tinue to be used, as before. 

The Coronation Issue 

The Coronation issue of Great Britain con­
sisted of only one value, 10 d. It was issued 
on M ay 13, 1937 and rem ained on sale for 
about two month s. It was considered too 
la rge and unwieldy for booklets, and so was 
not issued in th at form. 

*All sheets are numbered in black in the side margin, 
regard less of the control or cylinder number. These 
numbers are not al ways consecutive, however. 
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PHOTOGRAVURE 

The cylin ders were made and the stamps 
were printed in the same way as the J ubi­
lee issue - all cylinders were web printed. 
All sheets examined were bare of register 
holes . A s th e design was exactly twice as 
la rge as those of th e ordinary series, as 
were th e Jubil ee st amps, cylind ers printed 
240 at each revolution, in two panes of 120 

· ( 20 rows of 6 each ) . These sheets were cut 
vertically, and a Post Office shee t was m ade 
up of one pane of 120. 

Like th e Jubil ee issue, th e cylin ders were 
numbered in a sepa ra te se ri es. All printings 
had th e A / 37 control. Cylinders were 

(All a re three halfpence) 
2 , 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, IO 

12, 16, f7, 18, 19, 20, 23 
2+, 27 , 30, 

Each ex ists with and without stop. 

Sheet corner showing absence of 
control, but use of cylinder number 

Ray flaw appears 
in upper left corner 

of Row 19, No. 1 

•...•...••.......•.........••...••.••.•••••.•.••••..•......•. 
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PHOTOGRA VU RE 

A ray fl aw appeared on cylinders +, 6, 7, 8, 
IO, 12, 16, 17, 19, and 24 of th e no stop 
(left) pane only. This was due to a fl aw in 
th e multi-positive. The flaw was later co r­
rected on cylind ers 4, 7, IO, 16, and 19. It is 
in the upper left co rner of st amp No. 1 of 
Row 19. Since all th e Coronation cylinders 
were made from the same multi-pos itive, we 
know th at th e fl aw was corrected before cyl­
ind ers not showing it ( 2, 3, 18, 20, 23 , 27 , 
and 30) were put to press. 

Another curious multi-positive flaw is th e 
" pearl" va riety. Probably it is really a mas­
ter-sc reen fl aw, super flu ous graph ite being 
left here . It is found only on stop ( ri ght ) 
panes from cylinders and is printed from all 
cylinders. It shows a white pearl in the 
lower pa rt of th e orb, below th e second and 
third jewels. It is in Row l 8, on Stamp 
No. r. 

Three other inte resting varieties appea r on 
the Coronation issue stamp. All three are 

So-called " pearl" variety occurs in 
lower part of the orb, Row l 8, No. l 

Ray flaw removed 
from the multi-positive 
(See opposite page ) 

.37 
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ROTARY PRINTING BY PHOTOGRAVURE 
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Above: Diamond between May and 1937 
has a blur which is known as the 
"comet" variety, visible in bottom 
stamp of pair. 

Below: Two white do ts between 12 and 
May make up the so -called " colon" 
va rie ty in first stamp of second row in 
t h is block . 

gel atine flaws , and all were touched out 
once they were discovered. 

Row JO , No. r. This is known as the "Col­
on " variety, and consists of two white dots, 
one above the other, similar to a colon. 
These occur between 12 and M AY on im­
pressions from cylinder 7. 

Row 16, No. 6. The diamond between MAY 

and 1937 has a blur below it and to the 
right. It is known as th e "Comet" variety, 
and occurs on cylinder 6 printings. 

Row 18, r o. -1-· The A of MAY has a short, 
white line ex tending upw ards and to the 
right from th e lowest part of the right leg. 
It is known as th e " Spurred A " variety, 
and occ urs on printings of cylinde r 6. 

N otice th at t\YO of th ese gelatine fl aws occur 
on cylinder 6 - right and left panes. 

Be low : White line extends from leg of 
A in MAY to create " spurred A" variety 
as shown in top stamp of strip of three. 

. . .................•.........•. 
+-

,,r I 

r A-:' 
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R OTARY PRI N T ING B Y PH OT O G RA VU R E 
The Centenary Issue 

The Centena ry of the P ostage Stamp is­
sue of Great Britain consisted of six valu es, 
y;? d, Id, 1 y;? d, 2d , 2y;?d , and 3d. T hey we re 
issued on May 6, 1940, and remain ed on sale 
for abou t six month s. No booklets we re 
prepared fo r thi s issue, regu lar booklets of 
th e Geo rge VI emiss ions being used instead. 

All stamps we re web prin t ings. H oweve r , 
no register holes h ave been seen, and it is 
though t the shee ts were fi rst separated, th en 
perforated, with none being perforated in th e 
" ·eb. The des igns are approxi mately half 
again longer than th e ord inary st amp. Cyl­
inders printed 2+0 a t each revolution, in two 
panes of 1 20 ( 20 rows of six each ) . They 
COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST 
w ere cut ve rtically, and a P ost Office sheet 
was made up of one pane of 120. 

The cylinders we re numbered in a separate 
se ri es, and all cylinders had th e G / 40 con­
trol. Cylinde rs we re 

One h alfpe nny-I , 3, 6 
Onepenny-1, 2, 3, S 
Th ree halfpe nce-2, 3 
T wopence-1, 2, 3 
T wopence halfpenny-2, 3, S 
Threepence-5 

Each exists w ith and w ithout stop. 
No var ieties of any amount have been dis­

cove red in th e Centenary issue. 
(continued on page 85) 
. 
• 

Left : Sma !I, white dot 
adds an ex tra berry 
to the olive branch 

( lower ri ght stamp ) 
creating the so-ca lled 

"seven berri es" var ie ty . 

• •......•................•.................................. 

Right : Second printing 
of 3d. yie lded stamps 
w ith a shiny surface, 
wh ich the authors 
be lieve was due to 
th e use of fresh ink. 
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Study 

Ae ro Philatelists Inc. 
April 8, 22 
May 13, 27 
June 10, 24 

American Stamp Dealers Assn . 
April 26 
May 31 
June 28 

Australasian Croup 
April 22 
May 27 
June 24 

Booklet Pane Society 
April 13 
May 11 
June 8 

British - North American 
Philatelic Society 

April 6 
May 4 
June 1 

China Stamp Society 
April 29 
May 27 
June 24 

Essay Proof Society 
April 14 
May 12 
June 9 

fr;! nce (r Colon ies Croup 
April 1 
May 6 
June 3 

Hellenic Philatelic Society 
April 1 
May 6 
June 3 

Masonic Stamp Club 
April 2 , 30 
May 7, 28 
June 4, 25 

Souvenir Issues Assn . 
Apri l 14 
May 12 
June 9 

Netherlands (r Colon ies 
Philatelists 

April 19 
May 17 
June 21 

Precancel Stamp Society 
Apr il 2 , 16 
May 7, 21 
June 4, 18 

Scandinavian Collectors Club 
April 14 
May 12 
June 9 
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The Cipex Issue of 

LIBERIA 

Set commemorates l OOth anniversary of 

Republic as well as centenary exhibit ; 

design includes two U. S. stamps of 1847 

By FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR. 
 

 

 

 

T
HE yea r 1947 was an important one
for Liberia-m arking th e IOoth anni­
ve rsa ry of the R ep ublic. Thus, when

a proposal was made th a t Liberia mark the 
1ooth annive rsa ry of th e first U nited States 
post age st amps, and th e g reat Centen ary In­
ternational Philatelic Exhibition to be held 
in New York, ·P ostm as te r General N ete-Sie 
Brownell saw th e possibilities of a double 
comm emor ative and approved such an issue. 

In consid ering the design, it was agreed th e 
stamps shou ld be reprod uctions of th e S and 
JO-cent U nited States st amps of 1847. It was 
further agreed th ese should be subord inated 
to , a Liberi an motif-but the choice lay be­
tween the first type of Liberi an post age 
stamp, issued in J 860, or the sea l of the R e­
public. It was finally decided th at the classic
"Liberia Sea ted" type (Scott 's Ar) should be 
used. 

Preliminary discussions were entered into
" ·ith th e E. A. Wright B ank Note Co. of 
Philadelphia. That fir m had its a rtist pre­
pare a rough pencil sketch early in July, 
19~6, and submitted it on July 9 th along with 
a letter from ]. E. Minchh off, vice presi­
dent, as follows: 

" Our ar tist was discussing the layout 
for the proposed Liberi a stamp, and has 
suggested a very rough pencil l ayo ut; 
taking into conside r ation th e important 
parts of th e st am p as des ignated by you. 
COL LECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Befo re preparing a finished ske tch we 
thought it best for you to approve the 
general layout. 

This pencil sketch is very rough, and 
was only intended for our own observa­
tions, but I thought it bes t to send it 
to yo u as it would give you some idea of 
the finished design ." 

The design was a lmost exactly as desired, 
and au th orization was fo r warded to the 
Wrigh t firm to proceed wi th the finished 
sketch. H owever , a point was r aised as to 
th e right of a foreign gove rnment to repro­
duce U nited States st amps even if the st amps 
had been demonetized , and even though they 
were gre atly reduced. 

E . A. Wright did not want to proceed until 
an official clearance h ad been secured. Thus, 
before any further work ~o uld be accom­
pli shed , an effort was made to secure an 
opinion. 

The query was directed to Joseph J. Law­
ler, Third A ss istant Postmas ter General of 
the United States. 

The reply received from Mr. Lawler was 
as follows: 

September I I , 1946 

" I was very much interested in your 
lette r of August 28, advising this 
Bureau of th e intention of the Repub-
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LIBERIA 

LIBERIA 
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THE C1PE X Issu E OF LIBERIA 
lie of Liber ia to issue a stamp commem­
orating th e lOOth anAiversa ry of our 
1847 se ries, which will employ small ' 
reprod uctions of th e origin al designs. 
You ask w heth er there w ill be any 
objection to thi s ·procedure. 

" Ordinarily a m atter of this char­
acter is brought to th e Department's 
attention th ro ugh diplom atic channels 
and it seems str ange th at we have thus 
fa r received no official notification of 
th e Liberi an proposal. 

" I am not co mpletely prepared to say, 
in view of ex isting st atutes affecting 
jurisd ictions other than th e Post Office 
Department, jus t what th e disposition 
might be toward such an arrangement. 

" I do appreciate , however, your ac­
tion in notifyi ng me of th e desires of the 
fore ign posta l administr ati on to par­
ticipate in th e centenni al ce lebration and 
I wi ll be glad to notify you of any deci­
sions reached shou ld th e proposal be 
forma ll y submitted fo r approval. " 

(s igned ) JOSEPH J. LAWLER 

While awa iting this ruling, E. A. Wright 
was advised to re ady th e fi nished sketch. This 
was done dur ing th e summ er , and was de­
layed for various re asons until the firs t part 
of 19+7 · 

On February 25th , a composite photo­
graphic and ink layout was forwarded from 
the E. A. Wrigh t B ank Note Co., showing 
the first type of Liberia (12-cent value) cen­
tered, with the 5-cent 1847 in th e lowe r left, 
and the IO-cent 1847 in th e lower right. The 
name of the country (Liberia) was placed 
across th e top, and directly above the two 
U nited States stamps, in white lettering 
against a he avy background , were the value 
tablets .with " P ostage / 3 / cents." In the 
lower center, also in white lettering against 
a solid background , were the yea r s "1847-
1860-1947." 

In the la rge sketch su.ch a layout looked 
most a ttractive , but in th e small st amp-sized 
photo reduction, the design was extremely 
top-heavy. 
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Design Radically Changed 

The fi rst step to imp rove th e design was the 
lightening of th e contrast of white agains t 
black in sofa r as "LIBERIA" was conce rned. 
This was accomplished by g raying th e name of 
th e cou ntry. 

The second step was the painting out of the 
value "Twelve" on the Liberian reproduction. 

These changes still did not m ake fo r a 
sati sfactory layout, and th e w hole thing was 
returned with various suggestions. 

As adopted, th ese ch anges called for the 
dropping of the n ame of th e country to the 
bottom; r aising th e 5 and IO-cent l847's to 
th e lef t and right, r espectively; furth er light­
eni ng of the background for the value t ablets 
and dropping th em to a position below the 
U . S. reprod ucti ons; and placing the small 
panel w ith th e three yea rs above the Liberi an 
st amp design. 

The design was approved with these 
changes. Still , however, no official approval 
to proceed was rece ived from Liberia, and 
the matter waited until M arch-just two 
months before th e stamps we re to be issued 
in Liberi a. 

Finally, Postm aster General N ete-Sie 
Brownell fo rwa rd ed hi s approval. The order 
was immediately placed with th e E. A. Wright 
firm, and was co nfirmed on March lOth . 

There were to be four stamps: the s-cent 
postage, and 12, 25 and 50-cent air mail 
denominations, each printed in a si ngle color, 
in small sheets of 20 subjects. 

P erfo r ated proofs of th e 2,s-cent a ir mail 
value were the first to be submitted , mailed 
April 28th and approved April 29th . The 
color of the proof was a dull red -violet , and 
was ordered and printed in a bright red­
violet. 

Then fo llowed th e 50-cent air mai l ( ap­
proved April 30th) ; the 12-cent air mail (ap­
proved May 2nd); and th e 5-cent postage 
(approved May 6th). 

Since it had been planned to iss ue the 
stamps May 9th, th e E. A. Wright Bank 
Note Co. exerted almost superhum an ef­
fo rts to lay down the plates and have the 
stamps printed and perforated by th at date. 

Even night and day shifts could not permit 
completion of this program, particula rly since 
th e printing firm was specifically ordered to 
exe rcise great ca re in the perforating. 
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TH E C 1P EX ISSU E OF LIBERIA 
On May 9th the shipment to th e Liberian 
P ost Office was sent via registered air mail , 
and on May 15th the shipment for the 
Phil atelic Agency was sent to New York. 

As a special concession, P ostm aster General 
T ete-S ie Brownell cabled authoriza tion to 

issue th e st amps in New York on Saturday, 
May 16th , but withheld first day sale in 
Liberi a until June 6th. This concession was 
made only th at th e st amps might go on sale 
simultaneously with the opening of the Cen­
ten a ry Internation al Philatelic Exhibition in 
New Yo rk 's Grand Centr al Palace. 

There were 130,000 of the 5-cent postage 
stamp, printed in bright red ; 50,000 of th e 
12-cent a ir mail , in bright g reen ; 50,000 of 
th e 25-cent a ir mail in bright red-violet ( the 
colo r of th e U. S. Edison stamp ); and 30,000 
of the 50-cent a ir mail , in rich blue. All , 
as noted , were printed in sheets of 20 (5 deep 
by 4 wide) with no marginal inscrip tions. 

Two sets of perfo rated proofs were pre­
pared . One 5-cent st amp exists overprinted 
" Specimen " in diagonal double-lined letters, 
and one se t is known to exis t overprinted 
"Specimen" in soli d red letters the wid th of 
the Liberian reproduction and placed about 
an eighth of an inch below th e top of th at 
stamp. 

Special firs t day covers from Monrovi a 
were prepared w ith the wo rding "First D ay 
I ssue / Liberi a Cen tenni al Stamp / June 6, 
1947 / Monrovia, Liberia" in fo ur lines in 
th e upper lef t co rner of each envelope. These 
appear to have been prepared fo r favored 
Liberians only, and none were made avail able 
to th e Liberi an Phil ateJ ic Agency despite 
repe a ted requests. 

Matilda Newport 

Eve ry nat ion h as its legendary woman, 
whose valiant effort s in some way contributed 
to th e welfare of th e co untry. Liberia is no 
exception. 

On December 15, 1821, the firs t group of 
negro emigrants from the U nited States 
bought th e future site of Mon rovia from 
" kings" P eter, George, Yoda and Long P eter 
of th e De and Mamba tribes. This purchase 
embraced a strip of coastl and 130 miles long, 
and 40 wide. 

Trouble between the pioneer settlers and 
natives flared when colonis ts at tempting to 
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se ttle on Bushrod I sland were forcibly pre­
vented from so doing. On November II, 1842, 
the se ttlement at Monrovia was attacked by 
the De, Mamba and Vai tribes, who lost their 
advantage w hen they stopped to plunder, and 
were forced to retreat. 

On November 30th the De's again began 
to asse mble la rge forces in the woods, and on 
December 1st about 1,000 of them attacked 
the stockade a t Monrovia-then manned by 
35 colonist wa rrior s, many sick and wounded. 
It remained for a woman, Matilda Newport 
(a counterpa rt of our Molly P itcher ) to lire a 
cannon which rou ted th e a ttacke rs, and Mon­
rovia was saved. 

Several attempts h ave been made to secu re 
a st amp, o r se t of st amps, honoring her val­
iant deed, but fo rtun ately none of these ef­
fo rts succeeded until 1947-the 125th anni­
versary of her action. 

In an earli er inst ance, two rough sketches 
were prepared through th e effor ts, presum­
ably, of the late Jacques Koerpel , fo rmer 
Liberian Philatelic Adviser. 

One of the sketches showed Matilda New­
port firing a cannon, w hile beside her lay a 
wounded male settler. The second des ign 
showed a shoreline, with small boats appar­
ently leaving the si te of the settlement (over 
which two fl ags are flying) to meet a large 
sa iling boat off shore. 

A second effo rt was made w hen th e Ameri­
can B ank No te Co. was requested to prepare 
a vignette. The design , upr ight in presenta­
tion, showed the Matild a 1 ewport monu­
ment in Liberia. This, too, was not 
accepted. 

The third , and successful effort began in 
late 19+5, and reached its conclus ion with the 
issuance of a se t of live st amps on Decem­
ber 1, 19+7 . 

The E. A. Wright Bank Note Co. of Phila­
delphia was requested to submi t a design, 
showing Mati lda l ewpor t in the act of fi ring 
a cannon. Si nce there were no sketches, 
paintings or engravings of Matild a New­
port, th e bank note firm engaged an a rtist to 
prepare a central vignette. 

While this was being done, the ar tist at 
E. A. Wright prepared two frame sketches 
in crayon. When the ink sketch of th e vig­
nette a rrived it was agreed th e two frames 
were not satisfactory, and another was pre­
pa red, fea turing palm trees. 
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T HE CIPEX I S S UE OF LIB E R IA 
The proposed center vignette was a fa ith ­
ful representation of a cannon in use in 1822, 
w ith !Jatild a Newport shown touching off 
th e loaded cannon. 

In the origin al drawing submitted, " Post­
age" and "Liberia" appeared at the top, in 
w hite block letters against a colored back­
g roun d. Directly below, in black, appeared 
"Matil da Newport / Assault of Monrovia 
D ecembe r I 822" in two lines. The value 
"3" appea red in white aga inst a solid back­
groun d (circul a r ) in th e lowe r right, and 
"Three Cents" in white against a solid back­
groun d also, in th e lower center. P alm trees, 
m th e color of th e fr ame, set off th e design 
a t th e sides. 
Aga in , th e st amp-size red uction showed 
var ious de fects. When rectified in a second 
wash dr aw ing, the st amp was approved . 
These modifications called fo r the use of a 
cent sign in th e value t able t ; elimination of 
"Th ree cents" in th e lower portion and the 
subst itution of "P ostage" (or "Airmail"); 
ra ising up "L ibe ri a" and the comme morat ive 
inscript ion ; and enl argement of the center 
vignet te. 

Ackn owledge ment of the order to proceed 
wi th this issue was received from th e E. A . 
W right Bank No te Co. da ted March u th , 
and on J uly 8th th at fi rm was authorized to 
proceed wi th the printing based on proofs 
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submitted, adding a I-cent value to the 3c, 
5c and IOC postage, and 25c air mail st amps 
already stipul ated. Proofs of the I -cent value 
we re submitted July 28th and immediately 
app roved. 

Printing was in sheets of 25, perfor ated , 
and w ith no inscriptions in th e sheet m argins. 
The printing orde r called fo r 200,000 of the 
I-cent value in bright g reen and bl ack ; 100,-
000 of th e 3-cent st amp in red-purple and 
bl ack: 6o,ooo of th e 5-cent in ultramarine 
and bl ack, and 60,000 of th e IO-cent in 
or ange and black. There we re 25,000 of the 
25-cent a ir mail , in sca rlet and bl ack. 

Since D ecember 1st is obse rved as a na­
tional holid ay in Libe ri a, P ostm as ter G eneral 
Ne te-S ie Brownell auth orized th e sale of 
these stamps simultaneously in Mon rovia and 
at the Liberian Ph ila telic Agency in New 
York on Sunday, Novembe r 30th. 

First da)r covers were provided with special 
printed insc r ipt ions in th e upper lef t . T he 
Pos tage values were on one cover, and th e 
25-cent air mai l on anoth er. 

A proof of th e lithographed center vignette 
ex ists in black, on gumm ed stamp pape r, ove r­
printed "Specimen" in solid red -violet lette rs. 

lmperforate pla te proofs of th e completed 
stamp exist also, and th ere is a unique set of 
die proofs each centered on a squ are sheet of 
gummed stamp paper. 
Wash drawings prepa red by arti st s of E. A. Wright Ban k Note Co. in Ph ilade lph ia 
fo r stamp to commemorate Ma tilda Newport, t he " Molly Pitche r" of Liber ia. Design 
at left was rejected; one at ri ght was used as basis fo r the s tamp as issued. 
COLLECTORS CLU B PH I LATELIST 
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20th CENTURY 

Complete historical data on current 

issues - origins, designs , printings, 

f irst-day ceremon ies, cance llat ions 

By SoL GLASS 
T HE COLLECTORS CLUB PHI LATELIST 

is fortunate in having been able to a r­
range w ith Mr. Glass for thi s ar ticl e 
and subsequent • se ries based on his 
ext remely fi ne mate ri al and sou rces of 
information. Although th e re will nat­
u r ally be some duplication of material 
which has previously appeared in The 
C. C. P. (affecting U. S. P ost Office 
announcements), th e series will shortly 
be completely up to date. 

THE EDITOR. 

Doctors Commemorative 

Scott No. 949 
Three Cent, Maroon , Perf. 11 x l 0 * 
Issued June 9 , 1947 , Atl ant ic City, N. ) . 

For several years prior to the issuance of 
the Doctors' st amp, requests were received by 
th e P ost Office Department from numerous 
organizations and individuals for a st amp to 
honor th e doctors of America . These requests 
we re cl im axed by that of the American Medi­
ca l A ssocia tion, which was planning th e lOOth 
Anniversa ry of its fo unding. The P ost Office 
Department, in recognition of th e Association's 
Centenn ial, ann ou nced to th e press on April 
8, 1947, th a t Postm as te r General Robert E . 
H ann egan h ad approved th e issuance of a com­
memorative stamp honoring th e doctors of 
COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST 
America, to be placed on sale on June 9, 1947, 
on th e occasion of the founding of the Ameri­
can Medical Association. 

The American Medical A ssociation sub­
mitted a photograph of "The D octor" by Sir 
Luke Fildes as a most fitting subject for the 
design of th e st amp. No other designs were 
prepared. 

Stamps magazine of July 12 , 19+7, re­
printed a special editorial w hich appeared in 
th e June 7, 19+7 , issue of The Journal of the 
American Medical A ssociation describing the 
Doctors Stamp. This edito ri al st ates th at the 
original study for th e painting "The Doctor" 
by Sir Samuel Luke Fildes, R.A. , h angs in the 
Guthrie C linic of the Robert P acker Hospital 
in Sayre, Pa. , and was presented to the hos­
pital by Allen P. Kirby. The ed itorial goes 
on to st a te that: "The large painting in the 
Tate Gallery in L ondon was painted from this 
origin al study. The physician in the painting 
is Sir James C la rk , F.R.S. , K.C.B. , w ho was 
phys ician to th e R oyal Family in Great Britain 
and w as well known as a scientist and edu­
cato r. H e " ·as also physician to Prince Leo­
pold, late r K ing of th e Belgians. 

"The painter , Sir Samuel Luke F ildes, R.A., 
chose .to portray Sir J ames C la rk not as a 
physician to th e Queen, but at th e bedsid e of 
a child of a rural fam ily. H e \\·orked many 
month s on thi s painting. Apparently he had 
the inte rior of th e co ttage shown in the paint­
ing reprod uced in hi s own studio, and wall, 
windows and even r af ters were properly 
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placed before he began to paint. The furni­
ture was also actual furniture used in the 
studio as part of the model for the picture." 

First Day Ceremonies 

The ce remonies in connection with th e first­
day sale of th e Doctors Stamp were held in 
the Atlantic C ity Post Office on June 9, 1947. 
Third A ssistant Postmaster General Joseph 
J. L aw ler presented an album containing a 
sheet of th e st amps autographed by Post­
mas ter General Robert E. H annegan to Dr. 
H ar rison H. Shoulders, president of th e 
American Medic al A ssociation. 

In addition to Mr. L awler, the Post Office 
Depar tm ent was represented by R obert E. 
Fellers, Supe rintend ent , Division of Stamps, 
who supe rvised th e first-d ay sales and can­
ce ll a tions. H e was ass isted by H arry Cowger 
and Milton Dix of the Ph ilatelic Agency, 
W ashington, D. C. 

At the banquet of th e H ouse of Delegates 
of th e American Medical Association , held in 
6o 
UN IT ED STAT ES ,POSTA~E 
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3¢ ~·'! . ~! . .l THF UOCTOR 

Accepted design for the Docto rs stamp, 
the only design prepared , taken from a 
photograph of " The Doctor" subm itted 
by the American Medical Association . 

the H ote l Traymore th at even in g, l\!Ir. L aw­
le r, one of the principal speakers, delivered 
the fo ll owing address: 

"S ince th e da \\·n of civilization , man's con­
st ant and impelling motive has been th e bet­
terment and advancement of his lot - socially, 
economically and physically. 
Pho to of the pa int ing " The Doctor," by Sir Samue l Luke Fi'des, 
R.A., from which the Bureau of Engraving & Printing prepared its die . 
COLLECTORS CLU B PH I LATELIST 
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"In our own national l ife - fro m the fi r st 
recognit ion by our fo refathe rs of the right of 
a ll men to li fe, liberty and th e pursuit of hap­
piness - we in A mer ica have come a long 
way in de monstr at ing that man, given th e 
opport uni ty, wi ll devote his l ife to the cause 
of humanity. In fac t , all that we have done 
in government, in social advancement, in in­
dus t ry, in education, has been done because 
we as a nation and as a people want and de­
mand a better way of life - not only for ou r­
selves but for ou r child ren and genera tions to 
follow. And so, in a se nse, all A mericans are 
enlisted in the service of mankind. 

" But there a re th ose who, beca use of th e 
profession th ey have chosen, have written and 
are writi ng brill iant chap ters in th e book of 
life. They have overco me the ignorance and 
prejudices of the past - and through ceaseless 
study and research have succeeded in giving 
to all of us the many benefi ts th a t th ey have 
discovered - benefi ts in th e fie ld of med icine 
that have helped immeasur ably to make our 
people and ou r nation strong. 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Acm e N ew spicturcs 

Joseph J. Lawl e r presents a sheet of the 
Docto r stamp to Dr . H. H. Shoulders , 
retiring pres ident of American Medica l 
Assn. Dr . E. R. Cunn iffe looks on . 

" O fte n, at the r is k of th eir own lives, these 
men and women - thf." docto rs - have g iven 
us a release from many of th e fears of fo rmer 
generations. A nd now, as in th e pas t, they 
---- ----~------- -
Doctors Commemorati ve fir st-day machine cance llati on 

Doctors Commemora t ive first- day hand -st ruc k cancella t ion 
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m1111ste r to us in time of illness, g1v 111 g to us 
not only physical relief but impar ting to our 
hea rts and our souls some of their cour age, 
their fa ith and their confidence. 

"The r elationship between physician and pa­
tient is close and intimate. It has need to be 
so, and our laws and customs go far to pro­
tect th at relationship. On the part of th e 
patient, there must be a reliance on th e pro­
fession al skill of th e physician. On th e part 
of th e physician , there is the consecrated giv­
ing to his fell ow man. So it is th at when a 
physician, exercising hi s high powers, res tores 
a pati ent to health , th e patient feels a g rati­
tud e comm ensur ate with th e g reat gif t which 
h as been returned to him. W e who are asso­
ciates of Postmaster General H annegan know 
how deeply he appreciates what two eminent 
doctors did for him. Stric~en w ith se rious 
illness some time ago, Mr. H annegan is now 
we ll on th e way to recovery because of th e 
efforts of Dr. R egin ald H ammerick Smith­
wick, Surgeon in Ch ief of the Massachusetts 
Memorial H ospitals, and Brigad ier Gener al 
Wall ace Graham. ' 

" It is a paradox that \\·ar - that mad beast 
that runs amuck to destroy men and women ; 
yes, even children - brings fo rth so many 
miracles in medicine. P erhaps it is because 
of the urgen t need to cure the sick, to heal 
the wo unded, and to relieve the pai n and suf­
fe ring of th e dying. But withou t th ese mira­
cles, of which the doctor is the instrument, 
many of our fellowmen would be doomed to 
a life of pain , helplessness and despair. 

"And in time of peace, our neighbor, th e doc­
to r - a friend, a cou nselo r, and a healer -
goes his way, eve r seeking to unlock the mys­
te ry of th e unknow n - to give to us his as­
sist ance wherever and whenever we need him. 
No matter who calls - w hether it be a suf­
fering eld erly person or a feverish chi ld, the 
rich or the poor - th e doctor is always ready 
to give to all in equ al measure th e best th a t is 
in him. 

"And so today th e P os t Office Department 
is honoring the Doctor by issuing a special 
st amp on th e centennial of the foundi ng of th e 
American Medical Association. The stamp 
is a rep resenta tion of a painting which mil­
lions have taken to their hea rts because it 
truthfully portrays a common hum an ex­
pe rience - dependence upon th e skill of a de­
voted doctor - and I think symbolizes the 
doctor, whether he be in th e labora tory, th e 
hospital, or in some isolated spot. But wher­
eve r he is, this stamp is an exp ression of grati ­
tud e and thanks to him from his gove rnment 
for th e part he has pl ayed in making our 
na tion and its people strong and healthy in 
body, and in mind and hea rt." 

C . R . C hickering, Burea u of Engraving and 
Printing designer, prepa red th e design from 
a photograph of "The Doctor" by Sir Luke 
F ildes submitted by the American Medical 
Association. The model of th e st amp was 
submitted to th e P os t Office Department on 
April 18, 1947, and approved th e same day 
by Acting Postm as ter General J . ti. Donald­
son. The die proof was approved by Mr. 
Donaldson on May 13, 19+7 . 

C . A. Brooks engraved th e vignette of the 
master die; ]. S. Edmu nd sen engraved the 
frame, lettering and numerals. 

A printing orde r for i 25 ,000,000 stamps 
was placed with the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing on May 13, 19+7, and the first plates 
went to press on May 23, 1947. 

The st amps were pri nted on rotary presses 
from 200-subject, electric eye, convertible type 
plates, divided into post office panes of 50 
stamps each , arranged five hor izontal by ten 
vertical rows each . 

Plate numbers used in printing and da tes 
to press as follows: 

23656-To Press May 23, 1947 
23657-To Press May 23, 19+7 
23658-To Press May 26, 19+7 
23659-To Press May 26, 19+7 
23660-To Press May 29, 19+7 
23661 -To Press May 29, 19-t7 
23665-To Press J une 6, I9-t7 
23666-To Press June 6, 19+7 

The first deliveries of the Doctors Stamp 
were made on June 2, 19+7, to Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico and Virgin Islands. 

At the fi rst-day sale in A tlantic City, N. J. , 
1,400,122 stamps were sold and 508,016 covers 
were canceled . 

Note : All pho tographs reproduced in this 
article, including those credited to news 
se rvices, were supplied by Mr. Glass. 

Th e Editor 
COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST 
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Utah Centennial Commemorative 

Scott No . 950 
Three Cent, Purple, Perf. 11 x 10 * 

Issued Ju ly 24 , 1947 , Salt Lake City, Utah 

As early as 194I , th e Post Office D epa rt­
ment began to receive reques ts from indi­
viduals and various U t ah historical societies 
for a com memo r ative postage stamp in cele­
bra t ion of th e Centenni al of th e settl ement of 
U tah. On Jun e 17, I947, the P ost Office 
Department In fo rm ation Service announced 
th a t a commemo r ative post age st amp would be 
issued for th e first time in Salt L ake City, 
U tah , on July 24. It was on this date, one 
hundred yea rs ago, th at the first pioneers en­
tered the vall ey of th e Great Salt L ake. 

Accepted design 

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing was 
req uested by the Post Office Department to 
submit a design and Charles R. Chickering, 
Bureau arti'st, prepa red a wash drawi ng de­
picting the entra nce of the pioneers to th e 
valley of Great Salt Lake and showing Brig­
ham Young, who led th e pioneers on their 
journey to Utah looking out into the valley 
saying: "This is the place." 

The Chickering drawing was submit ted to 
the Utah Centennial Commission fo r com­
ment and after several sligh t changes th e fi na l 
model was submitted to the Post Office De­
partment on June II , 19.p, and approved by 
Acting Postmaster General ]. M. Donaldson 
th e follo\\· ing day. 

T he vignette and ribbon on th e m aster die 
were engraved by Matthew D. Fenton, and 
E. H. H elm uth engraved the frame , lettering 
and numerals. The die proof was approved 
by l\tl r. Donaldson on June 30, 1947. 
C OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
A printing order for I25 ,ooo,ooo stamps was 
pl aced with th e Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing on June I6, I947 , and the first pl ates 
went to press on July I4, I947· 

The st amps we re printed on rota ry presses 
fro m 200-su bj ect , electric eye convertible type 
plates, divided into post office panes of 50 
st amps each, arranged five horizontal by ten 
vertical rows each. 

First Day Ceremonies 

The Roof Ga rden of the Hotel Utah in 
Salt L ake C ity was the scene of elaborate 
ce remoni es wh en at one o'clock on the af ter­
noon of July 24th, th e centennial anniversary 
date, th e H onor able I. A. Smoot, Postmaster 

Rejected design 

of Salt Lake City, opened the ce remonies by 
introducing Mayor Earl ]. G lade, who de­
livered an address of welcome. The Third 
Assistant P ostm as ter Gene r al, J ose ph J . Law­
ler, rep rese nting th e P os tm as ter General, 
presented souvenir album s, each cont aining 
a sheet of th e new st amps autographed by 
Postm as ter General H annegan, to President 
D av id 0 . McKay, C ha irman of the· Centen­
nial Commission, Mayo r Ea rl · J. G lade of 
Salt L ake Ci ty, and Governor H e rbe rt B . 
Maw. 

An attract ive souvenir program prepared 
by th e U tah Ce ntennial Commission was pre­
sented to those a ttending the ceremonies. 

Mr. Lawler's remarks fo llowing the pr es­
entation of th e albums follow: 

" It is a si ngular pleasure fo r me to h ave 
this opport unity of representing Postm aster 
General Robert E. Hannegan and th e P ost 
Office Department at these ce remonies 111c1-
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dent to th e first-d ay sale of th e new Utah 
Centenni al Co mmemora tive postage stamp. 

" It is only approp ri a te th at thi s fi rst-day 
sale is being held here in Salt L ake City on 
th e 1ooth anni ve rsary to th e day of th e arrival 
of th e fi rst cove red wagon trains of Mo rmons 
from th e l\Iidwest. 

" For it was he re th at th ose ha rdy Mormon 
pionee rs elected to settle in th e new-found 
freed om of th e Far W est. P e rsonal ly, I h ave 
a lw ays felt th at those firs t l\/Iormons we re 
capti vated by the sce nic wonders w hich abound 
in such measure he re in the Vall ey of the 
W asa tch. 

" In selecting a design fo r th e new U tah 
st amp, we have endeavored to bring forth a 
motif sy mbolic of th at memorabl e day, July 
2+, 18+7 , when th e first wagon tr ain a rrived 
on thi s spot. This memorable and hi storic 
scene is depicted on th e post age st amp which 
is being r eleased today in co mmem oration of 
thi s hi storic occasion. 

"U tab has had a glorious and colorful his-
Acme N ew sp icture.s 

David 0. McKay ( left ) chairman of 
Centennial Commi ss ion, receives a sheet 
of Utah Cente nnia l stamp from Joseph 
J. Lawl er and R. E. Fel le rs of P. 0 . Dept . 

>tory during th e pas t 100 ye a rs , but we must 
never forge t th e co urage, th e sac rifice and 
tenacity of those ea rly Mormons who strug-
- FIRST 

Utah Ce n1 ennial first-day machine cancel lat ion 

FiRST DAY OF ISSUE 

Utah Centenn ial first-day hand -struck cancellation 
COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST 
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gled ac ross the prairie and over th e Continen­
tal Divide in th e face of adversity and death, 
in one of the epic chapters of W este rn Ameri­
can history. 

"Mode rn Utah combines products of the 
ea rth with th ose of industry while the scenic 
wonders of thi s state have made it the mecca 
of touri sts from every part of th e nation. 

"Truly you rs is a gloriou s heritage, and we 
in th e P ost Office Department a re indeed 
pleased th at we have been able to issue a 
postage stamp w hich w ill carry th e sto ry of 
U tah into every city, village and hamlet and 
beyond our bord ers to the far reaches of the 
globe." 

Pl ate numbers used m printing and dates 
to press. 

23686- to press July q., 19+7 
23687- to press July I+, 1947 
23688- to press July 16, 19+7 
23689-to press July I6, I9+7 
23690- to press July 17, 1947 
2369I -to press Ju ly 17, I947 

First delivery w as made on July 17, 1947 
to th e Philatelic Agency in Washington, D . C. 

At the first-day of sale in Salt Lake City, 
I, I 19,461 stamps were sold and +s6,.p 6 covers 
were canceled . 

Constitution Commemorative 

Scott No . 951 
Three Cent , Green , Perf. l l x 1 0 * 
Issued October 21 ; 1947 , Boston, Mass. 

For seve ral yea rs prior to th e issuance of 
th e Constitution 5tamp , the P ost Office De­
partment and members of Congress were be­
sieged with req uests from patriotic organiza­
tions and philatelists from every section of the 
cou ntry to iss ue a st amp to commemorate th e 
sesq ui-centenni al of th e launch ing of th e Con­
stitution. H arold P. Faust, a phil atelist from 
C ha rlotte, N. C., had for several years been 
actively promoting th e ide a in the philatelic 
press and urg ing collectors and organizations 
to appeal to members of Congress and the 
P ost Office Department for th e issu ance of 
the st amp . 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Resolutions were introduced in Congress by 
Representa tive Cole of New York and Repre­
sentative Church of Illinois. Senator O 'Ma­
honey of W yo ming was also interes ted and it 
is sa id th a t he sugges ted th e issuance of such 
a stamp to Presid ent Truman, who in turn 
advi sed Postm aste r General H annegan of his 
approval. 

In June of 19+7 , Andrew H. H epburn , a 
Boston a rchitect an d a member of the l\11 assa­
chu se tts' Governors' Art Commission, was 
asked by Governor Bradfo rd to prepare a de­
sign for th e proposed Constitution stamp. Mr. 
Hepburn developed th e design for this st amp 
almost entirely from original specifications 
and drawings of th e U. S. Frigate Constitu­
tion which he obtained th rough priva te re­
sea rch and ass istance from the· United States 
Navy Record s Bureau and from scale models 
of th e vessel on exhi bition at the Old State 
H ouse and th e l\II useum of Fine Arts in 
Boston. T he Bureau of Engraving also pre­
pared two designs. H owever, th e design by 

A cme Photo 

A view of U. S. Frigate Constitution , or 
" Old Ironsides," as it looks today at its 
dock in Charleston Navy Yard, Boston . 
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Mr. H epburn was accepted for th e stamp 
wi thout change. The model was approved by 
Acting Postm as te r J . M. D onaldson on Sep­
tember 10, 1947 and th e die proof was ap­
proved by P ostm as ter R obe rt E . H annegan on 
September r 7, 1947 . 

On September 15, 19+7, th e P ost Office D e­
partment ann ou nced th a t th e st amp would be 
issued and placed on sale for th e fi rst time in 
Boston, on October 21. 

A printing o rd er for r25 ,ooo,ooo stamps 
was placed wi th th e Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing on September IO, 1947 . 

The st amps were printed on ro t a ry presses 
from 200-subject, electric eye conve rtible type 
plates, divid ed into post office panes of 50 
st amps each, a rr anged five horizontal by ten 
vertical rows each. 

Matthew D. Fenton engraved the vignette 
and ribbon on th e master die , and J. S. Ed­
mondson engraved th e outline frame , lettering 
and numerals. 

1197 
lt47 
66 
The .firs t plates \\·ent to press on September 
30, and first delivery was m ade on October 8, 
to Boston, Mass. , H awaii , Puerto Rico, Virgin 
I sland s an d to th e Phil atelic Agency. 

The ceremonies in connection with the first­
day sale of thi s stamp we re held on board the 
U . S. F rigate Constitution, anchored in th e 
C harl es ton Navy Y a rd , Boston , l\/I ass., at 1 I 
a . m., October 21 , I9+7· An a ttractive eigh t­
page souvenir program was prepa red by the 
Bos ton Post Office for distribution to those 
attending th e ceremonies. The front cover 
carries a reproduction of the design by l\1r. 
H epburn. The inside pages show photog raphs 
of P ostmaster General H ann egan; Secretary 
of th e Navy, John L. Su lliva n ; U. S. Attorney 
General , Tom C. C lark ; Third Assis t an t 
P ostm as ter General Joseph J. Lawler ; Gov­
erno r Robert F. Bradfo rd ; R ear Admiral 
Morton L . Deyo, U. S. ., Commandant, 
First Naval District, and Bos ton Postmaster 
P a trick J . Conn elly. The inside back cove r 

Above : Accepted designs 
Left: Rejected designs 

ca rries the "Log for the D ay." The outside 
back cover is devoted to the poem, "Old Iron­
sides" by Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

In presenting the first sheet of the Constitu­
tion Stamp to Navy Secretary J ohn L. Sulli­
van , Mr. Lawler said: 

"This is, indeed , an historic occasion, one in 
which I , representin g the Postmaster General, 
fee l greatly honored to have a part. 

"These ceremonies which we are holding 
here thi s morning on th e deck of this famous 
old fighting ship in Boston H arbor constitute 
far more th an a simple first-day stamp sale. 
They a re of particular import and signifi­
cance in these days of unrest and distrus t 
throughout th e world. 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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"For, Mr. Secretary, in pn:senting you with 
the first sheet of this new three-cent USS 
Constitution commemorative postage st amp 
we are honoring not only "Old Ironsides," 
but of much deeper significance, we a re re­
affirming ou r faith in th e Constitution of th e 
U nited States and a ll that it represents. 

" It is my fond hope and belief, th a t this new 
postage st amp, w hich in th e months ahead, 
wi ll be seen and used by millions of Ameri­
cans, wi ll se rve not only to commemorate one 
of America's g reatest figh ting ships of a by­
gone era, but in the larger sense it will give 
visible and t angible r e-emph asis to th at his­
toric charter of a free people upon which this 
na tion was founded and made grea t. 

"Today, as we witness th e head long clash of 
foreign id eologies and alien doctrines in Eur­
ope and Asia, as we contempl ate th e suffer­
ing and privation of a st a rving Europe , one 
cann ot help to pause and ponder th at had 
some of ou r less fortunate world neigh-
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Acm e N ew sp ictu re 

Joseph J. Lawler (center) presents shee t of 
Constituti on stamp to Eleanor Williams. 

bors been provided with a similar cha r ter 
many yea rs ago, th ey would not find them­
selves deprived of th ei r individual moral 
freedom. (continued on page 86) 
Constitution Commemorative first-day machine cancellation 
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Const ituti on Com memorative first-day hand-struck cancellation 
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U. S. NEW !SS UES 

Post Office Department' s announcements 

provide descriptions of stamps, tex ts of 

dedications, statistics on first-day sales. 
Carver Commemorative 

January 5, 1948 

Address of the Honorable J esse M. 
Donaldson, Th e Postmaster General, at 
the ceremonies incident to the first-day 
sale of th e George Washington Carver 
Commemorative postage stamp, Tuske­
gee Institut e, A la., I anuary 5, 1948. 

It is indeed a great honor for me to have 
this opportunity of participating in these most 
appropriate ceremonies incident to the first­
day sale of the George Washington Carver 
postage stamp. 

I migh t add that this is a singular day for 
me, for it marks my first official activity away 
from the Post Office Department since becom­
ing Postmaster General. 

We in the Postal Service are proud to h ave 
a small part in this Carver Day Program 
which has been arranged so effectively here 
at Tuskegee Institute. 

From the outset the Post Office Depart­
ment and the President of the U nitep States 
have been in complete accord with the request 
for a special George Washington Carver 
commemorative issue. 

As you can well imagine, the Post Office 
Department receives many requests for new 
stamp issues each year, but only events and 
personages of outstanding renown and fame 
are so honored . One of the highest honors in 
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the land is to have one's portrait appear on 
a United States stamp, and everyone here at 
Tuskegee today must feel a deep sense of 
pride in the honor which has thus come to 
one of Tuskegee's most illustrious sons. 

T he decision to recommend a Carver stamp 
was not a difficult one for the Post Office De­
partment to reach, and our recommendation 
was wholeheartedly and enthusiastically ap­
proved by Preside nt Truman when he author­
ized us to proceed with this particular issue. 

In coming here to Tuskegee today, I think 
it only fitting th a t I recall to you that this is 
the second occasion in recent years in which 
the Post Office Department has chosen this 
site as the exclusive first-day sale point of a 
new postage stamp, for it was here in 19+0 
that the Booker T. Washington stamp of the 
famous American Series was placed on first 
day sale by a predecessor of mine, former 
P os tm aster General James A. Farley. 

Dr. Carver is in every sense of the word 
one of the most outstanding Americans of 
our time. Born on a farm near Diamond 
Grove, Mo., in I 864, the doctor lived there 
until he was about ten years old. He went 
through high school a t Minneapolis, Kans., 
and then attended Iowa State College, receiv­
ing the degree of Bachelor of Science in Agri­
culture in 1894, and his M. S. degree in 1896. 
He was then elected to the Iowa State Col­
lege faculty where he devoted his studies to 
bacterial laboratory work m systematic 
botany. 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
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It was here in Tuskegee Institute, however, 
th at Dr. Ca rver gained world-w ide fa me in 
th e fie ld of science and education when he be­
came associated in 1896 w ith th e Institute as 
th e directo r of th e D epartment of A gricul­
tu ra l R esea rch. 

It was here a t Tuskegee th a t his expe r i­
ments wi th ag ricultur al products, especially 
th e peanut and th e sweet pota to, f rom which 
he derived more th an 4 00 substances, con­
tributed greatly to th e economic advancement 
of th e South. 

Dr. Ca rve r was elected a membe r of th e 
R oyal Society of A rts in L ondon in I 9 I 7. In 
I923 he was awa rd ed th e Spinga rn M ed al, 
w hich is bes towed annu ally fo r th e highest 
and nobles t achievement by an American 
negro . In 1928 Sim pson College at Indianola, 
Iowa, confe rred upon Dr.' Car ve r the honor­
a ry deg ree of D octor of Science in recogni­
tion of hi s contributions in th e fi eld of agri­
cultura l resea rch. 

On A ugust 1, 1935 , Dr. Ca rver was ap­
pointed as a co ll abo rator in th e Bureau of 
Pl ant Indust ry of th e U nited States D epart­
ment of Agriculture, and in I940 he was the 
r ecipient of th e Humanit a ri an A wa rd of the 
Variety C lubs of America. 

Among his mo re notable achi evements was 
th a t of th e development of th e fo rmul a for 
th e manu facture of synth etic rubber , w hich 
he produced fo r H enry Fo rd. H e also gave 
to th e medical p ro fession a fo rm ula fo r the 
treatment of in fa ntile pa ralysis. 

Th e new sta mp honoring Dr. Ca rve r , 
w hich we are placing on sale fo r th e fi rst 
time here today , w ill do m uch to car ry the 
memory of D r. Carver into every community 
in the land. W e have o rde red an initi al 
print ing of 60 milli on Carver st amps, and I 
feel cer t ain th at thi s iss ue w ill be one of th e 
most popu la r stamps ever re leased by th e 
P ost Office D epartment. 

P ost age stamps are of themselves tiny in­
significa nt appea ring pieces of ad hesive paper , 
bu t, conve rsely, th ey are one of th e most 
potent of all enl ightenment inst ru menta lities, 
fo r it is th e postage st amp w h ich fi nds its 
way into th e offices , into th e homes and in to 
th e hands of millions of A mer icans in every 
walk of li fe, and an individ u al's port ra it on 
a U nited States post age st amp is automati­
cally r ecognized as one of th e na tion 's highes t 
meth ods of acclaim. 
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It is fo r this r eason th at I , as P ostm aster 
General, and we th roughout th e P ostal Serv­
ice a re proud indeed to have a small part in 
th e ca r ry ing of th e Dr. C arver r ecognition to 
every co rn er of the U nited States. 

In closing, I want to th ank th e officers and 
student body of th e Tuskegee Institu te and 
th e Car ve r Found ation fo r the reception 
which you have acco rded me tod ay and for 
th e sp lendid program you h ave a r ranged for 
thi s, th e fi rst-day sale of the George W ash­
ington Ca rve r st amp. 

Februa ry IO, I948 

There w ere 402, I 79 cove rs canceled and 
780,000 st amps sold at th e fi rst-d ay sale of 
the George W ashington Carver stamp at 
Tuskegee, Al a ., on J anu ary 5. 

Philatelic Sales 

J anu a ry 7, I948 

Sales to th e na tion's st amp collecto rs by the 
P ost Office D epa rtm ent Ph ilatelic A gency 
durin g 1947 set an all time reco rd, P ostm as te r 
Gen eral J esse M. D onald son revealed today. 

During th e calenda r yea r th a t end ed D e­
cember 31, I947, 3,504,739.71 in st amp sales 
we re tr ansacted. This fi gure, P ost al officials 
said , exceeded th e calend a r yea r 1946 by ap­
proxim ately $367,000. 

Th ese fi gures, th e P os t Office D epa rtment 
pointed out, do not includ e fi rst-day sales 
receipts at post offices wh ere new iss ues a re 
firs t offe red fo r sale to th e public, nor do 
th ey incl ude ph ilate lic revenue de rived from 
th e sale of st amps th ro ugh loca l pos t offices. 

Th omas E dison, in ve ntor, and J oseph Pul­
itze r, journ alist , were hono red by th e D e­
partment by 3c commemo ra tives. T he Edison 
stamp was fi rst placed on sale at Mi lan , 0. on 
Feb ru a ry II, and th e Pulitze r st amp we nt on 
sale at New Y ork C ity on A pril IO, 1947. 

O th er stamps issued du ring the calenda r 
yea r included comm emora tives honor ing th e 
na tion's docto rs, th e U tah Centenary, th e 
U SS Constitut ion- Old Ironsides-and th e 
Eve rglades National P ark w hich was ded i-
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cated by President Trum an on December 5, 
1947. 

Marking th e 1ooth anniversary of th e 
United States P ostage Stamp, th e Post Office 
D epartment issued a special shee t conta ining 
reproductions of th e o rig in al five and ten 
cent st amps of 18+7. This sheet was issued 
in conn ection with the Inte rn ation al Philatelic 
Exhibition a t ' ew York, May 7 to May 25 , 

California Cold Discovery Stamp 

January 7, 1947 

Postmaster General Jesse M. Donaldson 
announced last night th at the recently author­
ized 3c postage stamp commemorating the 
rooth Anniversary of the Discovery of Gold 
in California wi ll be placed on first -day sale 
at th e Coloma, Calif. , Post Office on January 
24, 19+8. 

The new stamp, the Postmaster General 
revea led, will have as its central design a r e­
production of Sutter's Mill at Coloma. Ar-
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ranged in six lines of dark Gothic let te ring in 
the upper left portion will be th e description, 
"Californi a G old Centennial Sutter's Mill , 
Coloma, Whe re J ames W. Marsh all's Dis­
cove ry Started Ru sh of Argonauts." 

In th e upper right corner w ill appear a 
crossed pick and shovel on w hich is superim­
posed a prospector's pan bearing th e denomi­
nation "3c" in da rk R oman. Across the 
bottom on a " ·hite ribbon is th e wording 
" 18+8 U. S. P os tage 1948" in dark Gothic. 

The ne\\" stamp, which wi ll be purple in 
color, w ill be o.8+ x 1 ·++ inches in d imensions, 
a rr anged horizontally, the identical size of 
th e cu rrent special delivery st amp. It will be 
printed by th e rotary process with electr ic 
eye perfora tions, and is to be issued in sheets 
of 50. 

Stamp coll ectors desi ring first-d ay cancella­
tions of this stamp may send a limited num­
ber of add ressed envelopes, not in excess of 
IO, to th e P os tm as ter , Sacramento, Calif., 
with post al note o r money-o rder remittance 
to cover th e cost of th e st amps to be affixed, 
for servicing, af ter which they will be sen t 
to Coloma, Calif., for cancell ation. 
January 24, 1948 

Address of the Honorable J oseph J. 
Law ler, Th ird Assistant P ostmas ter 
G eneral, at the ceremonies incident to 
th e fi rst -day sale of the Gold Discovery 
Centenn ial Stamp, Coloma, Calif., J an-
1wry 24, 1948. 

The Post Office in Coloma, Calif ., 
where the Gold Discovery stamp 
went on first-day sale, Jan . 24th. 
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It is a great honor and a deeply appreciated 
privilege to be here in Coloma today repre­
senting your distinguished Postm aster Gen­
eral , Honorable Jesse M. Don aldson, in these 
magnificent exercises incident to th e issuance 
and fir t sale of th e California Gold Discov­
ery st amp comm emor a ting th e rooth anni­
versary of th e discovery of gold at this very 
spo t on J anu a ry 2.J- , 18+8, by James W. 
l\ilarshall , pioneer and partner of John A. 
Sutter. 

The iss ue of a new stamp is a noteworthy 
event. It may not be generally understood, 
but it is th e fact th at when th e P ost Office 
D epartment authorizes the issue of a new 
stamp, it can do so only after very weighty 
deliber ation. There are many, many requests 
each yea r for commemorative st amp recogni­
tion , some of which carry great me rit. How­
ever, it is practicable to issue but 8 to 12 each 
year. This begets discrimin a ting selection. 
In the first place, be it a g rea t man, a great 
event, or a great idea, it must be one of na­
tional significance and importance; there 
should be great public interest and demand; 
it should be a subject which will lend itself 
to adequate portrayal or proper symbolization 
within the dimen sions of th e tiny postage 
stamp; it mu st be considered not only from 
its phil a telic aspect but from a st andpoint of 
utility in its elemental use as indicia in tr ans­
mitting mai l matter. 

But granted th ese conditions prevail, the 
D epa rtment has but a limited se lect ion it can 
make. Therefore, be it sa id to the c redi t of 
the sponso rs of thi s g reat occasion th at while 
it is indi spu table th e discovery of gold was an 
ou tstanding epic in American history and 
prog ress, because this case was so ably and 
compellingly presented by its advoca tes the 
issue of this new stamp we finally decided was 
a project of outst anding merit and g reat 
demand. 

Among those who have worked diligently 
in behalf of bringing about this new issue is 
the chairm an of the California Centennial 
Celebrations Co mmittee, editor Joseph R . 
Knowland; Arthur Dudley, chairman of the 
Com memorat ive Stamp Committee; your di s­
tinguished United States Se na tors, Sheridan 
Downey and William F. KnO\dand; your 
good Governor. H onorable Ea rl Warren, and 
your Sacramento P ostm aster, th e Honorable 
James R. Wilson. To th ese men must go a 
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major share of the credit for this Gold Dis­
covery Centennial st amp. So, in granting 
your case w as most dese rving, th ese advo­
cates of the new stamp merit the deepest 
;ippreciation of Cal~fornia and the nati on. 

This 3-cent stamp, in purpl e, the o rthodox. 
color of thi s denomin ation , has for its central 
design a reproduction of John A . Sutter's 
mill and the mill r ace at the spot where James 
Marshall uncove red th e first precious nugget. 
The overall scene comprehends in bold detail 
th e broad expanse of the American River 
with the foliage and plant growth of the 
region. In the fine deta il may be seen en­
g raved in this st amp two men standing at the 
si de of the millrace. In the upper right cor­
ner is a sy mbol of the Argonauts of 18+8 and 
r948-a crossed pick and shovel upon which 
is superimposed a prospector's pan inclosed 
in which is the denominational indicia 3c. 
Inscribed in the upper le.ft hand co rn er ar­
r anged in six 1 in es are the words: "California 
Gold Centennial Where James W. Mar­
shall's Discovery Started Rush of Argonauts." 

Across the bottom on a ribbon of white is 
the wording " 18+8-U. S. Postage-19+8" 
showing the centennial dates and its authority 
as a postage stamp. 

There in both minute and comprehensive 
detail is the story of Marshall's discovery­
encompassed on a tiny tab of pape r with only 
r .2 square inches of surface-a phil atelic 
achievement and a credit to th e ar ti sts. th e 
designers , and the engravers of th e U. S. 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing at W ash­
ington , D. C. , who produced this stamp after 
ideas and designs submitted by the California 
Centennial Celebrations Committee. 

It is truly a show of disce rning wisdom by 
the committee th at a commemorative st amp 
is one of several projects in th e expansive 
program of th e state of Cali fo rni a to memor­
ialize the discoveries , the deeds and th e ac­
compli sh ments of 18+8-of 18+9 and of 1850. 
For I will venture to say th a t no instru­
mentality th at may be chosen will have a 
greater potenti al for ca rryi ng the sto ry of the 
Gold Centenni a l than this tiny but mighty 
postage stamp. The ends to which messages 
of good will shall be carried by this stamp a re 
limitl ess, as it w ill carry a message from 
"anywhere to eve ry\\·here." 

H ere tod ay, from this modest post office, 
will be dispatched th e first cover bearing the 
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Plate N11111bers 

List of postage stamp plate numbers issued during the month of December, 1947 : 
Plate Denomi-
Number nation Class Series Subjects 
23750 3c Ordinary 1938 170-curved 
23751 3c Ordinary 1938 170-curved 
23752 3c Ordinary 1938 170-curved 
23753 3c Ordinary 1938 170-curved 
23754 l c Ordinary, Electric Eye Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23755 le Ordinary, Electric Eye Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23756 l 1h c Ordinary, Electric Eye Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23757 l 1h c Ordinary, Electric Eye Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23758 3c Ord ina ry , Boo k, E. E. New Design 1938 360-curved 
23759 3c Ordinary, Book, E. E. New Design 1938 360-curved 
23760 3c Ord inary, Electric Eye Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23761 3c Ordinary, Electric Eye Convert ible 1938 400-curved 
23762 l c Ordinary 1938 170-curved 
23763 l c Ordinary 1938 170-curved 
23764 l 1h c Ordinary, Electric Eye Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23765 l 1h c Ordinary, Electric Eye Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23766 l 1hc Ordinary, Electric Eye Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23767 l 1hc Ord inary, Elect ri c Eye Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23768 l *c Ordinary 1938 170-curved 
23769 l *c Ordinary 1938 170-curved 
23770 3c Ordinary, Book, E. E. New Design 1938 360-curved 
23771 3c Ord ina ry, Book, E. E. New Design 1938 360-curved 

Li st of postage stamp plates sent to press for the first time : 

Plate Deno mi- Date Sent 
Number nation Class Series Subject to Press 
23436 l c Ord inary, Electric Eye Convert. 1938 400 Dec . 12, 1947 
23452 l c Ordinary, Electric Eye Convert. 1938 400 Dec. 12, 1947 
23662 3c Ord inary, Coi l 1938 170 Dec. 8, 1947 
23663 3c Ordinary, Coi l 1938 170 Dec . 8, 1947 
23744 3c Everglades National Park Comm. 1947 200 Dec. 2, 1947 

U.S. Postage Stamp, E.E. Convert. 
23745 3c U.S. Postage Stamp, E.E. Convert. 1947 200 Dec. 2, 1947 

List of postage stamp plate numbers issued during the month of February , 1948: 

Plate Denomi-
Number nation Class Series Subjects 
23790 3c Ordinary, Electric Eye, Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23791 3c Ordinary, Electric Eye , Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23792 l c Ordinary 1938 170-curved 
23793 l c Ordinary 1938 170-curved 
23794 3c Ordinary, Electric Eye , Convertible 1938 400-curved 
23795 3c Ordinary, Elec tric Eye , Convertible 1938 400-curved 

Li st of postage stamp plate numbers sent to press for the first time : 

Plate Deno mi- Date Sent 
Number nation Class Series Subject to Press 
23747 le Ordinary , E. E. Convertible 1938 400 Feb . 3, 1948 
23754 l c Ordinary, E. E. Convertible 1938 400 Feb . 3 , 1948 
23675 3c Ordinary, E. E. Convertible 1938 400 Feb . l 6, l 948 
23676 3c Ordinary, E. E. Convertible 1938 400 Feb . l 6, 1948 
23677 3c Ordinary , E. E. Convertible 1938 400 Feb. l 8, 1948 
23678 3c Ordinary, E. E. Convertible 1938 400 Feb . 18, 1948 
23695 3c Ordinary, E. E. Convertible 1938 400 Feb. 19, 1948 
23696 3c Ordinary, E. E. Convertible 1938 400 Feb . 19, 1948 
23720 13c Special Del. , E. E. Convertible 1944 200 Feb . l 0 , 1948 
23721 l 3c Special Del., E. E. Convertible 1944 200 Feb . l 0, 1948 
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Cali fornia Gold Discove ry st amp. I predict 
at least one h alf million add itional cove rs 
bearin g this stamp and th e Coloma, Calif. 
postmark will emanate from here today. 
These letters will reach every corner of the 
globe. The fi rst printing order for th ese 
stamps call ed for 125 million. These w ill be 
distributed to every post office in the U nited 
States. Mo re will be printed if th e public 
indicates a co r(tinued demand. And to­
morrow and tomor row and tomorrow, so 
long as public inte res t in this stamp pre­
vai ls, messages bearing thi s st amp w ill be 
going from "anywhere to eve rywh ere" and 
alw ays car rying th e message: "Californi a 
Gold Cen tennial , Sutter's Mill, Coloma, 
Where J ames W . l\ll arshall 's Discovery 
Started Ru sh of Argonauts." 

W e of the P ost Office D epartment attach 
g rea t and unusual significa nce to the iss ue of 
every new st amp. We are proud and happy 
then, when those we seek to honor r eciprocate 
by a show of interest and appreciation com­
mensurate with th e dignity which we attach to 
such an occasion. Californi a h as r eciprocated 
in a mighty w ay in h aving here tod ay not only 
so many distinguished citizens, but in h aving 
here her firs t citizen and chi ef magistrate, the 
H onorable Earl W a rren, Gove rn or of Cali-

. fornia. I am g ra teful for his presence. 
Governor W a rren, on behalf of ou r di s­

tinguished P ostm as te r General, th e Honor­
able Jesse If. D onaldson, I w ish to present 
to you this album covering th e firs t sheet of 
this beautiful st amp com memora ting th e cen­
tenni al of th e discovery of gold in California, 
100 years ago today. 

February IO, 19+8 

On th e first-day sa le of the 3c Centennial 
of th e Discovery of Gold stamp at Coloma, 
Calif., on January 2+, 526, r 5+ covers were 
serviced, and 1,002,898 st amps were sold. 

Sc Airmail Coil 

Febru a ry IO, 1948 

A tot al of 192,08+ covers were canceled 
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and 210,25 r st amps we re sold on th e first­
day sale of th e new 5c ai r mail co il st amp at 
W ashing ton , D. C . on J anu ary 15. 

Six Issues Authorized 

February IO~ 1948 

W ith two comm emorative stamps already 
iss ued in 19+8, Postmaste r General Jesse M. 
D onaldson today revealed the Post Office 
Department's st amp program for the remain­
der of th e yea r. 

Special and commemorative stamps to be 
iss ued by th e Post Office Department be­
tween now and th e end of the year include a 
Miss issippi Territory commemorative to· be 
r eleased on April 7, at Natchez, Mississippi, 
commemora ting th e r 5oth anniversa ry of the 
Old Mississippi Territory. 

In addition , Mr. Don aldson said th e 1948 
program call s for a Four Chaplains Memorial 
st amp , honoring th e heroic chaplains w ho 
gave th eir lives when the Dorchester was 
sunk in th e North Atlantic in February, 1943; 
a Wisco nsin Centenni al st amp commemorat­
ing th e 1 ooth anniversa ry of th e ad mission to 
st atehood of that st a te; a Francis Scott Key 
st amp, honoring this fa mous American; a 
Gold Star Mothers st amp in honor of the 
Gold Star Mothers of all wars; and a Will 
R oge rs commemora tive st amp paying trib­
ute to th e famed humorist. 

In making this announcement, 1\11 r. Don­
aldson pointed out that it is impossible a t 
thi s time to give either th e dates or the 
places of first-day sale of any of th ese new 
stamps, except the Mississ ippi issue, th e date 
and first sale place of which has already been 
decided. 

Furth er detail s on the afo re-mentioned ap­
proved iss ues w ill be announced as soon as a 
decision C? n the design , date and Ii rst-day 
sale of each is reached. 

3c Mississippi Territory 

February 13, 1948 

The P ost Office D epartment today mad e 
73 



u. S. NEW ISSU ES 
public a description of the new Mississippi 
T e rritory commemorative postage stamp 
which is to be placed on sale for the first time 
a t Natchez, Miss., on April 7, 19+8. 

The new stamp , w hich wi ll be of th e 3c de­
nomin a ti on, wi ll be o.8+ by 1 .44 inches in di­
mensions, arranged horizontally. Its central 
des ign will be an outline map showing th e old 
Mississ ippi T erritory and its g row th from 
1798 to 18 12, th e left portion of which appears 
in a darker tone denoting the State of Miss­
issippi as it is today. Upon thi s map is supe r­
imposed the sea l of th e Mississippi Territory. 

In th e upper right portion of th e st amp w ill 
be a portrait of Governor Winthrop Sargent , 
th e first Gove rn or of the Mississippi Ter­
ritory, direc tly below wh ich will be his name 
in ,,·hite go thic. Across th e top in dark gothic 
will appea r th e wo rdin g " 1798 Mississippi 
T err itory 1948." The lef t border w ill be 
formed by a da rk vertical panel in w hich will 
be inscribed "U. S. Postage" in white gothic. 

The dates, 1798, 180+ and 1812, denoting 
th e area of th e Mississippi Territory at 
those respective times, will be in white gothic 
as wi ll be th e denomination design a tion 3c 
in the lowe r right co rner on a dark back­
gro und. 

The co lor of th e new st amp w ill be an­
nounced la te r. 

In making thi s announcement, th e P ost 
Office D epa rtment pointed out th at th e word 
Mississippi appea ring on th e official Terri­
tory seal on th e new stamp is spelled "M issis­
ippi." This, the D epa rtment said , is th e 
spelli ng used on th e orig in al seal and in view 
of th e fac t th at it was the desire of the pro­
ponents of the stamp to reproduce the official 
seal without change, neither the Post Office 
D epartment nor the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing felt justified to alter the seal in 
any manner. 
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The D epartment of State, the Post Office 
Department pointed out, had th e Territory 
seal made in 1 798 and sent it to th e Mississ­
ippi Territo ry with the word Mississippi 
spelled "Missisippi ." This seal wi th this 
spelling was used as the official seal of the 
Territory of Mississippi from 1798 until 1817 
when Mississippi became a st ate, a t which 
tim e th e new st ate seal appea red with the 
present spelling of Mississippi. 

Stamp coll ectors desiring to obtai n first day 
cove rs bearing th e new Mississippi T erritory 
Stamp m ay se nd a limited number of cove rs, 
not to exceed 10, to th e P ostm aster at 

' atchez, Miss., toge th er wi th a money o rder 
or post al note remittance cove ring the amount 
of st amps to be affixed. 

April q , 19+8 

The Post Office Department also an­
nou nced th at sales of the Mississippi Terri­
tory comme morative postage st amp at 
Natchez, l\/li ss., on April 7 amou nted to 880,-
3+6 stamps sold , which figure included +3+,-
80+ first-d ay cove rs canceled at th at office on 
th at date . 

It was also announced at th e P ost Office 
Department that the new 3c Mississippi Ter­
ritory st amp will be printed in maroon ink. 

Joel Harris , Uncle Remus Author 

March +, 19+8 

P ostmas te r General J esse l\!I. Donaldson 
announced las t nigh t th at he h as authorized 
th e issuance of a special 3c postage st amp 
commemorating the roo th anniversary of the 
birth of J oel Chandler Harris, the creator 
of th e immortal U ncle R emus. 

The new stamp, th e Postmaster General 
said , will be placed on sale on D ecember 9, 
19+8, th e roo th annive rsary of H a rris ' birth . 

Further de tails with respect to th e firs t­
day sale , the size, design and color of th e 
st amp will be annou nced later, Mr. D onald­
son said. 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 



Plate N un1be r s 

List of postage stamp plate numbers issued during January, 1948 : 

Plate Nos. De nom ination . Class. Series. 

23772 ... .. ....... .. ... ... .... 3c .. ... ... ... ...... ... .... Discovery of Gold ..................... .. .... ..... 1948 
23773 ... ..... ................ 3c ........................ Discovery of Gold ................................ 1948 
23774 ........................ 3c ..................... ... Discovery of Gold ................................ ·1948 
2~775 .. .. ........ .. .. ... ..... 3c ... ... .. .. ... ... ........ Discovery of Gold ...................... ... .. .... . 1948 
23776 .... ... ....... .......... 3c ............. ... ... .. ... Discovery of Gold ..... ...... ................. .... 1948 
23777 .......... .. .. ...... .... 3c ........ ... .. ... .. ...... Discovery of Gold ............ .................... 1948 
23778 ....... ...... ... .. .. 1 % c ........ ....... ........ . Ordinary .............. .. ........ .......... ... .. ..... 1938 
23779 .. .................. 1 % c ........................ Ordina ry .... ....... ................. .. .. .. ....... ... 1938 
23780 ... ..... .............. .. 8c .... ... .............. .. . Ordinary ... ......... ....... ......... ..... ........ ... 1938 
2378 1 ..... ........ .... ....... 8c ............. ....... .... Ordinary ........ .... ...... ... .. ........... .. ....... . 1938 
23782 ........ ... .. ........... 1 c .... ..... .... ........ .. . Ordina ry ........ ....... ........................... .. 1938 
23783 ......... ... .. .. .... .... 1 c ...... ........ ... ....... Ordinary ...... .. .................... .. .. ........ .. .. 1938 
23784 ..... ................... Sc .. ..... .... ......... .... Ordi nary ...... ..... .... .... .... ...... .. .. ... .. ...... 1938 
237 85 ........... ..... .... .... Sc ......... .. ... ... ....... Ord inary ................ .. ..... ......... ........... . 1938 
23786 .... ......... ....... .. 1 Sc ... ................. '. .. . Ord ina ry .. .. ..... .... .. ......... ............. ....... 1938 
23787 ...................... 1 Sc .. ........... .... .. ..... Ordi nary ............................................ 1938 
23788 ...... ... .... .... ... .... 9c .... .... ... ... .......... Ordinary .. ......... .................. ............... 1938 
23789 .............. ... ....... 9c .. ....... ... ... .. .. ..... Ordinary .... ... .. ......... ... .......... 1938 

Li st of postage stamp plates sent to press for the f i rst time : 

Pl ate No. Denomination . Class. Series. Date Sent to Press . 

23772 .. .. ...... .... 3c ......... ..... Discovery of Gold .... ... ....... 1948 .............. Jan . 14, 1948 
237 73 ... ....... .... 3c ............ .. Di scovery of Gold .... .... .. .. .. 1948 ... ........... Jan. 14, 1948 
23774 ............ .. 3c ............ .. Discovery of Gold ........ ...... 1948 .... .... ...... Jan. 19, 1948 
237 75 .... .... ...... 3c ........... .. . Discovery of Gold .... ......... . 1948 .... .. .. .... .. Jan . 15, 1948 
23776 .......... .... 3c ......... .... . Discovery of Gold .............. 1948 .. .. ..... ..... Jan. 1 5, 1948 
2377 7 ....... .. ..... 3c ........... .. . Di scovery of Gold ..... .. ..... .. 1948 ....... ... ... . Jan. 19, 1948 
23437 .............. l c .. .. ........ .. Ordinary .... .... .. .......... .. ..... ... 1938 ........ .... .. Jan. 15, 1948 
23451 .. ............ 1 c .. ...... .. .. .. Ordinary ...... .. .. ............. ...... . 1938 .... ..... .... . Jan . l 5, 1948 
23455 ......... ..... l c .... .......... Ordinary .... .. ..... ........ ....... .... 1938 ... ......... .. Jan. 16, 1948 
23456 ........... .. . 1 c .... .... ...... Ordinary ...... ........................ 1938 ......... .... . Jan. 16, 1948 
23529 .. .. .......... 1 c ........ ...... Ordinary .... ......... .. ..... .... .. .... 1938 ...... .. ... .. . Jan . 20, 1948 
23530 .... .......... 1 c .............. Ord inary ................. ... .. .. ...... 1938 .... .......... Jan. 20, 1948 
23650 .... ..... ..... l c .. ........... . Ordinary .................... .. ...... .. 1938 ... ........... Jan . 20, 1948 
2365 1 ........ ..... . 1 c .......... .... Ordinary ..... .... ... ........... .. ..... 1938 .............. Jan . 20, 1948 
23679 ...... ..... .. . 1 c .. ............ Ordinary ...................... ...... .. 1938 ... ......... .. Jan . 26, 1948 
23680 .. .. ...... ... . 1 c .. ............ Ordinary .. ............................ 1938 ......... ..... Jan. 26, 1948 
23697 ..... ..... 1 % c .............. Ordinary ........ .. .. .. .. ........ .. .... 1938 ...... ....... . Jan . 8, 1948 
23698 ....... ... 1 % c .............. Ordinary ....... ..... .. ..... ........... 1938 ..... .. ....... Jan . 8, 1948 
23673 .. .. .......... 3c .... ...... .... Ordinary, coil ........ ....... .... ... 1938 ........... .. . Jan. 19, 1948 
23674 ......... ..... 3c .... .......... Ordinary, coil .. ... .. ....... ...... .. 1938 ........ .. .... Jan. 19, 1948 
237 08 ....... ....... 3c .............. Ordinary, coil ...... ..... ........... 1938 .......... .... Jan. 19, 1948 
23709 .. .. ... ... .... 3c .. ... .. ....... Ordinary , coil .. ..... ... .. ... .. ..... 1938 .... .... .. ... . Jan. 19, 1948 
22837 .............. Sc .... ..... .... . Ordinary ..... .......... .. ........... .. 1938 ............ .. Jan. 12, 1948 
22838 ... ........... 5c .............. Ordinary ..... ..... .... ................ 1938 ......... .. .. . Jan . 12, 1948 
22844 .. .. ........ .. 8c .. ............ Ordinary .... ..... ................ ..... 1938 ... ...... ..... Jan . 26, 1948 
23167 ............ .. 8c ....... ... .. .. Ordinary .... .. ... ........ .. ........... 1938 ......... .. .. . Jan. 26, 1948 
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u. s. NEW IS SUES 
March 16, 1948 

P ostm aste r General J esse M. Donaldson 
tod ay announced th e dates and first-day sale 
points of five commemor ative postage stamps, 
r ece ntly announ ced for issuance this yea r. 

These five stamps w ith places and dates of 
first-day sales follow: 

Four Chaplains Stamp 
W ashington, D. C. 
May 28 , 1948 

Wisconsin Ce ntenni al Stamp 
Madison, Wis. 
1\11 ay 29, I 948 

Francis Scott K ey Stamp 
Frede rick, Md. 
August 9, 19+8 

Will Roge rs Stamp 
Claremore, Okla. 
November 4, 1948 

Joel Chandler H arr is 
Eatonton, Ga. 
D ecember 9, 1948 

100-Year Progress 
of American Women 

March 25 , 1948 

Postmaste r General Jesse ii. Donaldson 
ann ounced las t night that th e President has 
directed the P ost Office D epartment to issue 
a special comm emo ra tive postage stamp com­
memorating 100 years of progress by th e 
W omen of America. 
The first-day sale of this new stamp w ill 
be held in Seneca Falls, New Y o rk, where 
the firs t Women's Ri gh ts Convention was 
held in 1848. 

Further details relative to th e date of issue 
and th e descrip tion of th e stamp will be an­
nou nced later, the P os tm as ter General stated. 

Four Chaplains 
and Wisconsin Stamps 

April T 4, 1948 

P ostmas ter General J esse l\II. Donaldson 
tod ay made public descriptions of th e Four 
Chaplains and th e Wisconsin Statehood com­
memorative postage stamps w hich a re to be 
issued on May 28 and May 29, respectively. 

The Four Chaplai ns st amp, which will 
honor th e heroic C haplain s who sacrificed 
th eir lives in th e sinking of the S. S. Dor­
ches te r in th e No rth Atlantic in February, 
1943, wil l have as its central motif the sink­
ing of th e Dorchester wi th th e fo ur Chap­
la in s, George L. Fox, Clark V. P oling, John 
P. W ashington and Alexander D. Goode 
grouped above in th a.t ord er from left to 

right. 
Across the top of the stamp will be the in­

scr iption , "These Immort al C haplains . . . 
Interfaith in Action" in white Gothic. Across 
th e bottom of the stamp in th e same style will 
appear "3c Un ited States P ostage 3c." 

The stamp will be 0.84 by T .44 inches ar­
ranged horizontally. The color of th e st amp 
will be made public la ter , Mr. Donaldson 
sa id. 

This Four C haplains stamp will be pl aced 
on first-day sale a t Washington, D . C. on 

(·continued on page 89) 
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U. S. ENGRAVERS 
of Bank Notes and Stamps 

Data on the devel opmen t of t he 

Bureau of 

in the U. 

Engraving 

S. Treasury 

& Print ing 

Department 

B y CLARENCE w. BRAZER 
I
N 1861, w hen the Civil W ar came on , 
there we re only three bank note engr av­
ing firm s operating in th e north ern states 

th a t, acco rding to W. L . Ormsby, were capa­
ble of producing satisfacto ry bank notes. 
These firm s we re th e American Bank Note 
C o., formed in r 858 ; The National Bank 
Note Co., found ed in r859 ; and the short­
lived Tew Y ork Bank Note Co. Waterm an 
L. Ormsby, bank note engraver since 1844, 
had produced good bank notes, but th en was 
probably not equipped fo r la rge production. 
In 1863 he beca me an employee of th e new ly 
found ed Contin ental B ank Tote Co. 

It has previously been reported, 1 th at all 
three existing fi rm s, prior to Presid ent Lin­
coln 's proclamation of A pril 18, 1861 aga inst 
trading w ith th e enemy, had p roduced bank­
notes and bonds fo r the Confede ra te States. 
The N ew York Wo rld of Ap r il 26, 1861, 
reported gove rnment seizure of some of th ese 
C. S. A. bond and bank note pl a tes. On July 
17, 1861, Congress passed an ac t providing fo r 
U . S. notes to be signed by th e Treasu rer and 
R egis ter of th e . S. T reas ury, and a con­
trac t fo r prod ucing th em was awa rded the 
American B ank No te Co. Sheets of four of 
these notes we re delivered to and signed in 
th e T reasury D epa rtment, and a woman w as 
employed to cut and trim. 

The .T uly 11 , 1861, Act of Congress had 
auth orized a second issue of legal tend er 
notes, and Salmon P . C hase, Sec retary of th e 
Treasury, in structed S. M . Clark , C hief 

1 T ttl: COLLECTOR S C LUB P HILAT E LI ST , January, 194 1, 
by the author . 
COLLECTO RS CL UB PH ILATELIST 
C lerk, to prepare designs for them; James 
Duthie was th e first vignette engr aver em­
ployed Since th e C omptroller did not ap­
prove, proposals we re invited and the con­
trac t was aw a rd ed to th e American B ank 
Note Co. w hich produced th e fi rst U. S. 
g reenbacks from th eir own des igns w ith por­
tr aits of Ch ase and H amilton. 

Congress by Act of July II , 1862, author­
ized th e Treas ury D epa rtment to produce 
paper money : 

"SECTION 2- A N D BE IT FUR ­
TH E R ENA CTED, Th at th e Sec re­
t a ry of the Treasury be, and is he reby, 

_authorized in case he shall think it in­
ex pedient to procure said notes, o r any 
pa rt th ereof, to be eng raved , printed, 
and executed in such fo rm as he sh all 
prescribe, at th e Treasury D epartment 
in W ashington, and un de r his direction; 
and he is hereby empowe red to pur­
chase and provid e all th e machinery and 
m ateri als, and to employ such per sons 
and appoint such office rs as may be nec­
essary for this purpose ." 

About this time the various operations 
which had been performed in separate divi­
sions of th e Treasury D epa rtment we re con­
solid ated into one d ivision kn own as th e "First 
Division of the Nation al C urrency Bureau," 
w hich by J anua ry 1, 1869 , was changed to 
th e " Bureau of E ngr aving and Printing." 
Prio r to th e consolida tion, the w ork was done 
und er S. N . C la rk , Chief C lerk of th e Bureau 
of Construction, w ho h ad a hand-operated 
machi ne constructed to cut th e notes apa rt . 
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u. s. ENG R AVE R S OF B ANK NOTE S & STAMPS 
The Act of July 1 r , r 862, auth or ized 70 
cle rks to pe r fo rm thi s wo rk , and th e signa­
t u r es and seal previo usly engraved by the 
American Bank a te Co., we re printed on 
th e notes . This wo rk began on August 29, 
1862, und er C hief C le rk S. M. C la rk in a 
room in th e basement of th e south w ing of 
the present U. S. Treas ury buil ding. 

Postage Currency 
P ost age Currency was auth o rized by Act 

of C ongress of July 1 7, 1862, and the Na­
tion al Bank N ote Co., which had th e postage 
stamp contr ac t, engraved and printed th e 
faces for the 5, 10, 25 and 50 cents and th e 
American B ank N ate Co. produced th e backs. 
The first postage currency was issued August 
21, 1862, a week before work began in th e 
National C urrency Burea u. In th e fir st four 
month s of 1863 nearly 90 million faces we re 
printed by th e Nation al B ank Na te Co. und e r 
instructions with out contr ac t of the latter part 
of July 1862, w hich was bill ed a t a fi ne profit . 
On O ctobe r 7, 1862, S. M . C la rk recom­
mend ed, and Sec ret a ry C hase approved , a 
pl an to eng rave and produce a second issue of 
fr ac ti onal currency from a $25,000 plant th en 
es tablished in a room of ti new a ttic o f th e 
wes t w ing and in one basement and one cell a r 
room of th e Treasury building. Four eng r av­
e rs, inclu ding J ames D uthie and E lisha H o­
bart , transfe rrer , w e re em ployed on this cur­
rency, eng raved from a des ign prepa red for 
S. M. C la rk, C hief C lerk. Geo rge W . Cas i-
!ear was employed Sep tember 1, 1862, to as­
sist in designing, and he probab ly was re­
sponsible fo r this f r ac tional cur rency. Joseph 
Prosper Ourdan eng r aved th e first po rt rai t 
of W ashing ton used on th e second issue of 
fr ac tional currency. 

By A pril 30, 1 864, J ames G u th ie was 
Supe rintend ent of th e a rtists room , and 
E lisha H oba rt, Superintendent of th e T rans­
fer r ing room \\·ith Uzal C . R ye rson as ass ist­
ant. S. M . C lark was in ch a rge of the Firs t 
D ivision of th e Currency B u reau, and in D e­
cember was given the title of C hief of the 
Bureau. L a rge pa rts of th e basement and 
attic we re by th en occupied in th e manufac t ure 
of pape r money. 

Bank Note Paper 
Dr. St ua rt G wynn was given a cont ract to 

m ake ( in th e T reas ury building) memb rane 
paper , which co uld not be split or dissolved 
w ith wate r, wi th an unremovable non-photo­
g r aphic tint in its spide r-leg fi ber tha t wore 
better th an any previous bank note pape r. 2 

This pape r w as manu fac tured by t he depa rt ­
ment until demands exceeded th e supply, and 
th en pape r was pu rchased fro m J ames M . 
Wilcox Co .. G lenn Mills, P a., unt il June 30, 
1879. From th at t ime until July I , 1885 a 

The engravi ng room in the 19 14 bui ld ­
ing as seen about 19 19. Engrave rs a t 
left include E. M. Hal l, E. E. Myers, L. K. 
Siggons, J. C. Benzing, F. Lamasure, e t al. 
COLLECTORS CLU B PH I LAT E LIST 



u. s. ENGRAVERS OF BANK NOTES & STAMPS 
si lk-threaded paper was used. The paper 
used in 192 1 was m ade by Crane & Co., D al­
ton, Mass.~ Nylon has now replaced the silk 
th reads in th e paper for bank notes. 

In 1868 a few essays for postage stamps 
( 112E-A, 113E-A, 113E-B ) were produced 
by the Bureau for George T. Jones, bidding 
for th e contract for the l 869 st amps. The 
American, Na tiona l and Con tinental B ank 
l\ote companies co ntinued to prod uce U. S. 
bank notes until 1869, w hen a share in th e 
\\·o rk was given to th e Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing. National bank notes from 
1863 to July, 187 5, we re produced by th e 
Contin ental Bank Note Co., when the Act 
of 1\11 a rch 3, 187 5 provided th at not more th an 
one printing should be done by commercial 
es t ablishments, and th e final printing be exe­
cu ted by the Treasury D epartment. After 
this th e backs only w ere produced by th e Con­
tinental B ank Note Co. 

In 1872, the Bureau began sharing the 
production of U. S. Revenue Stamps, including 
the priv ate proprietary, bee r and tax-paid 
st amps, wi th the National and Continental 
w hich, after consolidation into the American 
Bank Note Co., continued until 1882; since 
then all these have been produced by the 
Bureau.4 From October 1, 1877, all notes 
and securi ties have been produced by the 
Bureau. From 1878 to July 1, 1889, steam­
power presses were used but, on objection 
of th e Plate Printers Union, hand-power 
presses were used on all work except postage 
st amps until 1912.5 

On Jun e 30, 1878, Congress appropriated 
$300,ooo fo r the purchase of a site and erec­
tion of a red brick building for the Bureau at 
Fourteenth and B Streets , S. W. ; the building 
was completed July I , 1880. In 1891 a south­
west wi ng, and in 190+ a west wing and fire-

2 Considernble information in this section is adapted 
from a paper g iven me by Thomas F. 1\1orris Jr., and 
later pub l ished in Th e Stamp Specialist, Gray Book, 
19.J. 3· 

3 Brief History of the Burea u of Engraving and Print­
ing, 1921 and 1929. 

'TttE COLLECTORS CL us PHIL.\TELIST, April , 1940, 
by the autho r. 
5 Dedication address by Alvin W . Hall, director, No­
vember, 1938. 
0 Hou se of Represe ntatives, 53rd Congress, 2nd Sess ion, 

Ex Doc. No. 223. 
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The engraving room in the old red brick 
building, with Edward M. Weeks (left) 
and Melvin C. Sharpe (right). 

proof outbuildings, were erected for the me­
chanical shops. In 1914 the new stone build­
ing at Fourteenth and C Streets, S. W. , was 
completed and occupied. The Engraving Di­
vision re tu med to occupy the old red brick 
building on B Street from 1925 to 1936, when 
the new Annex on the east side of Fourteenth 
Street was completed in November, 1938. The 
former stone building is now known as the 
"Auditors Building." 

Postage Stamps 

Upon solicitation of the Postmaster Gener­
al, the Bureau su bmitted a proposal for the 
1885 postage st amp contract in regular com­
petition with the American Bank Note Co. 
and Charles F. Steel, but the Bureau's bid 
was about 20 per cent higher. 

On October I 6, 1893, the Post Office De­
partment advertised for proposals to furnish 
postage stamps for four yea r s from July 1, 
1894. Bids were received at noon on ovem­
ber 15, 1893, with price per 1,000 ordinary 
post age st amps fr om the American Bank rote 
Co. , .0585 cents; H amilton Bank Note Co., 
.06,p cents and C harl es F. Steel, $3.25.6 The 
bids were no doubt publicly opened, and the 
Am erican Bank Note Co. protested th e bid 
of C. F . Steel. 

On November 20, 1893, Charles M. John­
son, the new C hief of the Bureau of Engr av­
ing and Printing, approved by the Secretary 
79 



u. s. EN G R AVERS OF B ANK NOTES & STAMPS 
S. M. Clark 
Aug . 22, 1 862 - Nov. 17 , 1868 

Edward McPherson 
May 1, 1877 - Sept. 30, 1878 

W illiam M. Meredith 
July 1, 1 889 - June 30, 1893 
Nov. 23, 1900 - June 30, 1906 

George B. McCartee 
March 18, 1869 - Feb . 20, 1 876 

Edward 0 . Graves 
June 1, 1885 - June 30, 1889 

Claude M. Johnson 
Ju ly 1, 1893 - May 10, 1900 
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u . s. ENGRAVERS OF BA NK NOTES & STAMPS 
Thomas J. Sullivan 
Twice Acting Director 

Director July 1, 1906 - May 4 , 1908 

James L. W ilmeth 
Dec . 10, 1917 - Mar. 31, 1922 

Wallace W . Kirby 
June 16, 1924 - Dec. 15, 1924 

Joseph E. Ralph 
May 11, 1908 - Oct. 31, 1917 

• c, 
.(~ .. 1 

I ·11 "' ~ ' 
' 

Louis A . H i ll 
Apr il 1, 1922 - Feb. 14, 1924 

Alv in W . Ha ll 
Dec. 22, 1924 - To Date. 
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u. s. EKCRAVERS OF BANK NOTES & STAMPS 
Geo rge W . Casilear 
Supt. Engraving Division 

( 1869? - l 877) 

John R. H ill 
Chief - Engraving Division 

July 1, 1897 - Feb . 14, 1913 

John T . Gu ilfoyle 
Supt. Engraving Division 

Apr. l, 1922 - July 15, 1924 

Thos. F. Morris 
Chief - Engraving Division 

Nov. 1, 1893 - July 1, 1897. 

George W . Rose, Jr. 
Supt. Engraving Division 

Feb . 19, 1913 - Mar. 31, 1922 

H. Preston Dawson 
Supt. Engraving Division 

July 16, 1924 - July 1, 1926 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 



u. S. ENGRAVERS OF BANK NOTES & STAMPS 

COL
Edward E. Meyers 
Supt. Engraving Divis ion 

July 1, 1926 - Jan . 11 , 1933. 

Edward M. Weeks 
Supt. Engraving Division 

Feb . 23, 1933 - Dec . 16, 1935. 

Joachim C. Benzing 
Supt. Engraving Divis ion 
Jan . 10, 1936 - To date . 

of the Treas ury and before ac tion on the 
American Bank Note Co. protest, su bmitted 
a letter ( not on the required form) offe ring 
to manufacture a ll th e ad hesive st amps re­
quired by the adve rtisement for .05 cents per 
l ,ooo. O ccupying gove rnment buildings, th e 
Burea u had no rent nor machinery deprecia­
tion to pay. It was pointed out th at this bid 
would save the government an estimated $28,­
ooo over the lowes t bid during th e four-year 
period, that certain Bureau specially skill ed 
l abor was then being only partially employed, 
and that it was already furnishing adhesive 
stamps for the Intern al Revenue Service. All 
formal bids were rejected on February 21 , 

1894, and th e work was awarded to the Bu­
reau on its offer. 

A House R esolution of March 7, 1894, re­
quested all such information from Postmaster 
General Wil son S. Bissell , and the above 
inform ation is from his reply of May 16, 
1894, accompanied by letters, etc. One of 
these letters from Ch arles F. Steel dated Feb­
ru a ry 15, 1894, remonstr ated th a t th e specifi­
cations adve rtised no bids would be received 
after 12 o'clock noon, November 15, 1893, 
when his bid was th e lowest of the three 
received; th a t th e bid of th e Bureau was not 
handed in until some days later and af ter it 
had access to the price named in his bid; th at 
there was no law authorizing th e Bureau to 
do thi s wo rk , nor any appropriation from 
Congress to th e Bureau to meet the expendi­
ture required for this work; th a t the Bureau 
was at a disadv ant age of 20 per cen t less 
hours per day's work, etc. , etc., and offered 
to furnish the stamps at ( .497 5 cents per 
l ,ooo) 25 cents per l ,000,000 less th an th e 
Bureau offer, for which reduction by the low 
bidder he cited previous precedents. 

The proposal of th e Bureau had been ac­
cepted , and new steam-power machinery cost­
ing over $40,000 was installed to produce the 
st amps. Thomas F. Morris, Chief of the 
Engraving Division , due to the short time be­
tween February 2 r and July 1 whe n the 
st amps were scheduled to be ready, decided 
to add triangles to th e l 890 se ries engraved by 
th e American B ank Note Co. These we re 
laid down on new dies which, in addition to 
th e tri angles in the upper co rners, had th e 
vignettes re-engr aved , mostly by George Fred­
erick C. Smillie, Chief Engraver. The 30-

(continued on page 88) 
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ROTOGRAVURE 
(continued from page 30) 

The recession of the ink from th e plate 
surface is mad e sure by the choice of ink 
w hich has a ve ry high surface tension. The 
use of such ink is an essenti al in the process. 
Without it , th e use of th e blade for wiping 
becomes impossible. The use of inks w ith 
a xylol base is adopted not only fo r quick 
evapo ra tive drying, but also to ge t the re­
quired surface tension th at wi ll make the ink 
recede into the etched cells when the film is 
disturbed by th e bl ade. 

T he chrome pl ating of th e cylindrical plates 
does not affect this situation except to provide 
a surface to which the ink ·dings even less 
than to th e bare copper. Thus the surface 
tension of th e liquid ink is given still furth er 
chance to do its needed work. The inci­
dental fact th at the chrome plating is very 
ha rd has been cited as th e reason for its use. 
Since th ere is no actu al contact between the 
w iper bl ade and the pla te , this reason would 
appear to be of little weight. 

Even if chrome-plated, contact of th e wip­
ing doctor bl ade with the plate would show in 
numerous sc ra tches and rapidly increasing 
Aaws in the st amps. The relatively yielding 
copper und er th e very thin chrome might in­
deed lead to rapid chipping off of Aakes of 
chromi um under such conditions. 

One cur ious fact abou t ch romium plating 
may be relevant. Chromium is a "poorly 
th row ing" metal in electroplating. It deposits 
on la rge Aat surfaces and portions thereof 
readily, but does not deposi t in fi ne incised 
lines or in etched cell s to anything like the 
same extent. Thus chroming a line-engraved 
steel plate does not narrow th e lines; chrom­
ing a copper rotogravu re plate does not make 
th e cells smaller or shallower. The sl igh tly 
greate r ad hes ion of the ink to copper th an 
to chrome thus has a differenti al effect in 
helping to make the su dace-tension wiping 
more effective. 

Literally, it is imposs ibl e to be too em­
ph atic on the m atter: th e doctor blade does 
not touch th e plate, but breaks th e ink film 
only. The surface tension of the ink com­
pletes the process. The wiping is thus not 
mechanical, but physical, in nature. 
WE CARRY BRITISH EMPIRE EXCLUSIVELY 
Our stock, one of th e most comprehensive in th e country, offers 
you the opportunity to select what you need in British in singles or 
sets, mint or used. Your wants will rece ive careful attention . For 

satisfaction the "Equitable W ay," send in your want list today. 

Equitable Stamp Company, 505 5th Avenue , New York 17, N. Y. 
THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

PARTICULARS FREE 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

All business correspondence and the New Issue Serv ice will 
be carried on at the following address until further notice: 

Y. Q., ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX Phone : Rotherfie ld 1 5 3 

~! y S trand Office is still ope n and a good stoc k a nd wide r a nge of British an<l 
British Colonials is available for filling in \\-ants and missing "·ariet i e s . 

Bu s ines s As U s ual i n Spite of Reduc e d St a ff 

R. ROBERTS 

1

-
Deale r In Rare Stamps· 
Importet· of New I ssues 

430, STRAND, W. C. 2 
PHONE-TEM PLE BAR 2888 CABLES-tx::l AMFUS. LONDON 
COLLECTORS CLUB PH CLATEL!ST 



PHOTOGRA VURE 
(cont inued from page ? 1 ) 

The Victory and Peace Issue of Great 
Britain consisted of two values, 2;/i d and 3d . 
They were issued on June I I, 1946, and re­
mained on sale for about two months. Since 
the denomi nations were so high in value, no 
booklets were issued. 

A ll stamps were web printed, although, 
like the Centenary stamps, none seem to have 
been perforated in the web, for the margins 
of all stamps exami ned were free of register 
holes. Since the designs were the same size 
as the Jubi lee stamps and the Coronation 
stamp, cy linders printed 240, rather than 480, 
a t each revolution. The sheet of 240 stamps 
was in two panes of 120 each ( 20 rows of 
six) . Each pane made up a Post Office sheet. 

Cylinders for the issue were numbered 
separately. A ll printings had the S/ 46 con­
trol. T he cylinde rs were 
Twopence ha\fpe nny-3, 4, (6.), 7, 8, 9, IO 

I I , 12, 13, 15 , 17 
Threepence-2, 4, 5 
COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELI ST 
A second printing of the 3d was m ade, using 
both panes of cylinder 5 (lef t - cylinder 5; 
right - cylinder 5). The second printing 
has a shiny surface, wh ich is probably due to 
fresh ink used. Though this second printing 
was made in t he las t half of 1946, it r et ains 
the S/ 46 control. 

Cylinder 4 (no stop) of the threepence 
value h as an interes ting gela tine flaw . Doubt­
less, it is a "bubble flaw." It was touched 
out as soon as it was discovered. 

Row 12, No. 5. (Three Pence) A small, 
white dot makes it appear that the olive 
branch carried in the dove's beak has seven 
berries on it, rather th an six. It is known 
as 'th e "Seven Ber ries var ie ty." 

Several other minor va rie t ies occur in this 
issue, but they are so small as not to deserve 
detai led mention. 

This is th e second of two articles by ]. A . 
P erkins of D orset, England, with additions by 
F. E . S ellmansb erger of Pittsburg, Kansas. 
Boston Auction Sales 
I hold auctions regularly in Boston, and would be 

glad to send my Catalogues to any Collector applying 
for t,hem. 

I am always in the market for collections, U. S. or B. N. A., which 
I will buy for ca.sh -Outright, or sell at private sale, or at auction on a 
commission basis . If desired, .a liberal advance against pending sales 
will be allowed on any desirable items. 

DANIEL F. KELLEHER 
7 Water Street Room 404 Boston, Mass. 
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20th Century U. S. 
(continued from page 67 ) 

"Th e cancero us grow th of fo reign doct r ines 
and isms w hich has brought ch aos and ru in 
to millions of people in E u rope and Asia, 
could never have t aken roo t h ad not th e 
liberties and freedoms of mill ions of civilized 
beings been t aken fro m them wi th out the pro­
tect ion of a cha rte r such as our own Consti­
tuti on. 

"Th at is why in this era of priva tion and 
suffe ring on a scale un precedented in all his­
to ry th e P ostm as ter General was part icu­
la rly pleased to auth orize the issuance of th is 
Constitution st amp as a fi tting symbol of a 
free Amer ica. 

"Whil e this new pos tage st amp, h aving as its 
centr al motif a line dr awi ng of " Old I ron­
sides" is being offe red to th e public fo r th e 
fi rst time here in th e cr adle of liber ty today, 
general sale w ill fo llow w ithin the next few 
days o r as soon th ereaf ter as it is physically 
possible to prov ide th e new st amp to every 
one of our some 42,000 post offices in every 
comm unity in th e land. 

"Already, th e re a re advance indications tha t 
we shall have a reco rd sale of this new Con­
stitution st amp. 

"The P os t O ffice Department has direc ted 
the requi sitioning of 100,000,000 of these 
st amps from th e gove rnment 's Bureau of E n­
graving and Printing, and I fee l ce rtain that 
the acceptance of thi s new issue will be of 
such propo rt ion that we shall have to increase 
this order within th e no t too distan t fu ture . 

" W e chose, appropriately enough, Boston as 
the site of the firs t-day sale of this stamp, 
because it was r ight here a t the histor ic 
C ha rl es town Navy Ya rd that "Old Ironsides" 
\\·as lau nched 1 -o yea rs ago today. T t was 
from th is g reat Nor th A tl ant ic port that she 
sai led to undying fame and glo ry as one of th e 
nation 's g reatest fighting ships in a period 
when th e supremacy of individual ships was 
t ant amount to com mand of the seas. 

" In closing, I want to rei terate that we in 
the P ost Office Depa rtment are proud to 
h ave a part in commemora ting " O ld I ron­
sides" wi th a special post age st amp, and in 
h aving this means of visibly reaffirming the 
fai th of th e na tion in th at g reat doctrine of 
free America, th e U nited Sta tes Const itution." 
Regular Monthly Auction Sales 

* Three Days ' Sale Each Month 
( 1800 LOTS) 

Catalogue Free Upon Request. 

W e provide every possible serv­
ice including appraisal, expertiz­
ing, and cash in advance. 

Lots will be carefully described. 

* 
BILLIG & RICH 

55 W. 42 STREET, ROOM 68 0-1 

NEW YORK 18, N . Y. 

S pec ialists & Ex1>erts for F oreign S tnn1 p s . 
OT'er ::.:> Yenr.s in Busines s . 

Phone PEnnsyl\·ania 6-';637 
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France and Colonies 
still the specialty of 

NASSAU ST AMP COMPANY 

If you -wish to be kept informed : 

If you want to bring your collection 
up to date 

If you would like to receive our 
occa ional publications, list , etc. : 

COMMUNICATE WITH US 
Our concern, keeping an up to 

date complete stock, is to serve the 
collector. 

NASSAU STAMP COMPANY 
~H~ RAOUL LESGOR ~~~ 
68 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y. 
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COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST 
U. S. 1861 ISSUE 
(con t inued from page 21) 

trying to fill seven holes with six plugs. No 
matter how the fac ts were a r ranged a gap 
always remained in the story. The solution 
w hich was presented by Stanley B. Ashbrook 
in the Stamp Specialist, Yellow Book, 1942, 
fa ils to sati sfy students who have studied the 
available data ca refully because that "solu­
tion" states assumption s as fac t s, although 
they do not ag ree w ith the fac ts, and opens 
holes worse th an those it attempts to fill. 

For more th an ten years th e present writer 
has been convinced th at th e reason for using 
the premier plate (No. 4) of the IOc for post­
age st amps would appear,3 and other ques­
tions wo uld have satisfactory answe rs, w hen 
the re ason for using Brazer's Type II die for 
the 24c plate, and other fac ts about the 24c 
pl ate, became known. 

3 1\1r. As hbrook's ass umption s includ ed a reason 
wh y the prem ier 1 oc pl a te co uld have hew legally 
used but hi s article is silent about why t hat pl ate 
nctu ~ lly <tvas uscd-n que stion which st ill remains 
unans\Ve red. ( See al so "An Echo from Bu ll Run" 
by E . P . in Stamps fo r September 2. 1933. ) 
In add ition to th e album presented to th e 
Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Lawler also pre­
sented album s to Andrew H. Hepburn, de­
signer of the stamp, and to E leanor R . Wil­
liam s, daughter of a m ail ca rrier who was in 
the Na val Service in World War II and killed 
in action. Miss Willi ams r epresented the 
school children of th e Uni ted States whose ef­
forts and contributions have kept th e Con­
stituti on aflo at . An album \\·as also presented 
to th e Most Reverend John J. Wright, D.D., 
Auxili a ry Bishop of Boston, who pronounced 
th e benedicti on. 

Robert E . Fellers, Superintendent, Division 
of Stamps, P ost Office Departmen t , supervised 
first-day sales and cancell ations. 

A total of +,700,000 stamps were sold , and 
683 ,.p 6 covers were canceled in Boston on 
the first day of sale. 

Pl a te numbers used and dates to press: 

23710 - to press September 30, 1947 
23711 - to press ,September 30, 1947 
23712- to press O ctober 2, 1947 
23715-to press October 2, 1947 
23713 - to press October 7, 1947 
23714-to press October 7, 1947 
CRYSTAL-MOUNTS 
A beautiful , safe , inexpensive 

protecti ng mount for sta mps, 

blocks and covers. Used by 

thousands of collectors. Made 

of sparkling crystal -clear cel ­

lulose acetate, approved for 

safety by U. 5. Bureau of 

Standards. Trial-order " As­

sorted Package , 60c" from 

your favorite dealer, or 

send to us for free samples. 

CUTS and FOLDS 

TO FIT ALL SIZES 

H. E. H ARRIS A CO. 
8 Transit Bldg., Boston 17, Mass. 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
S OMETIME every collector wants 

some special service. He wants to 
sell his co ll ection for the best pos­

sibl e price; h e wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusu a l group of stamps, 
not to be found in dealers ' regular 
s tocks; he wants r elia bl e information 
about his philateli c a ffa irs. Jus t su ch 
service is t h e sole function of J. C. 
Morgenthau & Co. , Inc. The compa ny 
has nothing to sell; it acts , on commis­
sion, for coll ectors who wish to add 
to their collections or dispose of them 
in whole or in part. Coll ectioqs for 
disposal are examined without cost 
(except postage) to the owner and 
commissions are ch arged only on com­
pleted transact ions. If yo u want to buy 
or sell .. . 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subs idiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.) 

1 W est 47th St., New York, N. Y. 



U. S. ENGRAVERS 
(continued from page 83) 

cent value was changed to 50 cents, and the 
90-cent to $1. New dies were engraved for 
th e $2 vignette by G. F. C. Smillie w ith let­
tering by L yman T. Ellis, and for the $5 by 
William G. Phillips wi th lettering by James 
K enn edy. Since th at time all U. S. postage, 
as well as revenue , stamps have been produced 
by th e Bureau. 

Bureau Personnel 

The heads of the Bureau, w ith dates of 
appointment, follow. 7 lone of th ese is 
kn own to have been an eng raver or designer. 

Aug. 22, 1862-S. M. Clark, Chief Clerk 
Construction Division 

Dec., 1864-S. M. C lark , Chief 
Mar. 18, I869-George B. McCartee, Chief 
Feb. 21, I876-Henry C. Jewell , Chief 

7 Th e Stamp Specialist , Gray Book, 1943 , History of 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, by T hom as f. 
Morris. 

May I, I877-Edward McPherson, Chief 
Oct. I, I 878-0. H. Irish, Chief 
Jan. 28, I883-Thomas J. Sullivan, Acting 

Chief 
Apr. 1, 1883-Truman N. Burrill, Chief 
May 20, 1885-Edward 0 . Graves, Acting 

C hief 
June I , 1885-Edward 0. Graves, C hief 
July I, 1889-William M. Meredith , Chief 
July 1, I 893-Claud e M. J ohnson, Chief 
July I , 1896-Claud e M. Johnson, Director 
May II, 1900-Thomas J. Sullivan , Acting 

Director 
Nov. 24, I900-Willi am M. Meredith , 

Director 
July r , 1906-Thomas J . SuJlivan, Director 
May 1 I, 1908-Joseph E. R alph , Director 
Oct. 31, 1917-Frank E. Ferguson, Acting 

Director 
Dec. ro, 19I 7-J ames L. Wilmeth , Director 
Apr. 1, 1922-Louis A. Hill , Director 
Feb. 15, 192+-Paul E. Twyman, Acting 

Director 
Jun . 15, 1924-Wallace K. Kirby, Director 
D ec. 16, 1924-Paul E. Twyman, Acting 

Director 
D ec. 22, 1924-Alvin W. H all , Director 
MISSION 
MIXTURE 

We have purchased a quantity of 

mixture that does not 

have been picked over. 

the bulk of the mixture 

appear to 

Naturally 

consists of 

common low values of th e current 

W ar issue, but there is a fair sprink­

ling of high values, airm ails, spe­

cials, commemoratives and New­

foundl and. Sold just as received 

from Canad ian and Newfoundland 
missions. 

$ 1.50 PER LB. 1 0 LBS. $ 14.00 

J. N. SISSONS 
204 Glenrose Ave., Toronto, Can. 
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An~tion 

BUYING o r 

SELLING 

CORRESPON DENCE INVITED 

505 5th AVE., NEW YORK 17 
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U. S. NEW ISSUES 
(continued from page 76 ) 

May 28 with appropri a te ceremonies at the 
White H ouse. 

The new Wisconsin Statehood commem­
orative postage stamp w hich is to be placed 
on first-day sale at Madison, Wis., on May 
29 will have as its centr al design a reprod uc­
tion of th e State Capitol Building and a scroll 
depicting an outlin e map of the State around 
w hich in dark Goth ic w ill be the wording 
"Wisconsin Centenni al 1848-1948." Directly 
above the Capitol in th e same style type will 
be th e word "Forward." Across the bottom 
of th e st amp will appear "United States Post­
age 3c" in w hite Gothic. 

The Wisconsin st amp will be printed in 
purple ink and will be 0.84 by 1.44 inches in 
size, arranged horizontally wi th a single out­
line bo rd e r ~ 

Stamp coll ectors desiring first-day cancel­
la tion s of these two stamps may send not in 
excess of JO ad dressed envelopes, accompanied 
with remittances for the st amps to be af­
fixed , to th e Postmasters at W ashington, 
D. C. , and at Madison , Wis., for servicing. 
The heads of th e Engraving Division, with 
da tes of appo intment: 
Apr. 30, 186+- J ames Duthie, Superintend­

ent of Artists Room 
1869 ?-1877 ?-Geo rge W . Casilea r, Superin­

tend ent of Engraving 
Apr. 28, 1885-J ohn A. O 'Neill , Superintend­

en t of Engraving 
Dec. 16, 1889-George W. Casilea r, Super­

intendent of E ngraving 
Nov. 1, 1893-Thomas F. Mo rris, Chief of 

E ngraving 
July 1, 1897-John R . Hill , Chief of Engrav­

ing 
Feb. 19, 1913-George W. R ose, Jr., Super­

intende nt of Engraving 
April 1, 1922-J ohn T. Guilfoyle, Superin­

tend ent of Engraving 
July 16, 192+-H. Preston Dawson, Superin­

tendent of E ngraving 
July 1, 1926--Edward E. Mye rs, Superin­

tend ent of Engraving 
Feb. 23, 1933-Edward M . Weeks, Superin­

tendent of Engraving 
J an. 10, 1936--Joachim C. Benzing, Superin­

tendent of Engraving 
Ca rl T. Alt , Superintendent of Engraving 

To BE CONTINUED 
Research Physicist and Stamp Expert 

Dr. D. D. ll'OLFF 
offers the 

WOLFF - STANDARD 
fo r sale to the serious philatelist. 

The Wolff-Standard is a rule of a 
high quality optical glass which is 
ground flat to a high degree of ac­
curacy. The scale and the figures 
are etched in the surface . 

The scale unit is one tenth of a 
millimeter, the total sca le length 51 
millimeters (about 2 inches ) such 
that al I lengths between 0 and 51 
millimeters can be measured with bet­
ter than one tenth of a millimeter 
accu racy. 

The W olff -Standard has discove red 
varieties in print and overprint, for­
geries of s tamps, overprints and post­
marks , and is a must fo r philatelic 
research . 

The price for this rule is $ 15 .80 

Send your order to H. H. Wolff 
Wilson Ave. , Matawan, N. J. 
THE OHLMAN GALLERIES 
PRESENTS 

A Plan and a Policy 
THAT HAS OPERATED DURINC ITS 35 

YEARS OF PUBLIC STAMP AUCTION 
SERVICE TO A WIDE CLIENTELE 

OF BUYERS AND SELLERS. 

Here indeed is a ,;..,ell-kni t ted organiza­
tion of expert cataloguers and auct ion per­
sonnel, trained in the traditions of t rust and 
ph ilatelic technique, always cooperati ng with 
t hose who have philatelic properties of 
value to dispose of and with the bidding­
buying collectors. 

The disposal of your philatelic property 
becomes a sacred trust with us . Our terms 
are reasonable . Satisfaction has been es­
tablished. We make liberal advances and 
pay promptly. 

Our Illustrated * CATALOGUES * 
Are Sent Gratis. 

Ohlman Galleries 
ASDA (Est. 1912) APS 

116-C. Nassau St., New York 7 , N. Y. 
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Have fun 

your U.S. 

NATIONAL 

remounting 

in a Scott 

ALBUM 

YOU'VE always wanted a fine printed album for 
your U. S. stamps - this is it! It costs only 

$ ro, and there's none better. 

You'll like the tasteful, uncrowded arrangement of 
the spaces. There's one for each major variety, 

postage and revenue, listed in the Scott Standard 
Catalogue. Each space carries the catalogue num­
ber of its stamp, to make mounti ng easier. 

The National pages are printed on heavy quality 
paper, on one side only. You can get supplementary 
pages from time to time. 

Forest green imitation leat her covers the hinged­
post binder. It's easy to take out any unwanted 
pages and put in extra blank pages for covers, can­
cellations, shades or blocks of your favorite issues. 

Get a U . S. album you'll be proud to own and show. 
Order the National from your dealer today! 

Extra blank pages, quadrille ruled, 2.50 for roo. 
Glassin e interleaving, $ 1 for 100. 

§ coTT P uBLICATIO §, Inc. 
GORDO N R. HARME R, President 

I WEST 47th STREET e NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS 

UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS 
& BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Comple te exce p t for the g reat rn ri t i""· th is 128-pnge 
catalog, with mo re th nn 1,000 illustrations f or your con­
v eni ent refe rence. li sts a nd prices a ll major varie ties of 
th~ countries included. It serves no t only us a valuable 
check list a ncl g ui de. but a lso a s o relia ble source of s upply 
for these popular s t a mps at economical prices. Eve ry col­
lec t or needs thi s useful and authorita tive catalog. Send 
for a copy toclay if you do not a lren tly ba ve one. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE 
With 128 pages, informati ve write-ups, an d bea ntifnl 

Illustra tions. thi s comprehensi ve cata log li s ts a nd prices 
one of the most a ttrac ti ve of a ll spec ial groups : 'l'he 20 th 
Century I ssues of i\Iodern Europe. H ere you will find -
from Andorra t o Vatican City - t hose a ttra cti ve s tamps 
whi ch t ell so vividly the s t ory of our own times, and 
which bave enjoyed s uch rapidly increa s ing popul a r ity in 
r ecent years. Send fo r a copy t oday and see ft, :· ·'" "'rse if 
why "l\lodern Europe" is one of the most i 11 t1 ·n·s1i ng a nd 
Importa nt s t a mp ca talogs eve r publi shed. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS 
Devoted to on e of t he most popula r of a ll the special 

groups, t hi s beautiful- illus trated 128-page ca talog li s t s -
from Aden to Zan zibar - t he 20 t h CPu t nr . .- l ss ""' of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. So far a s we kn ow, 
it is th e only publication of its kin <I in th e wo1·l1I: a nd 
since it is backed by what we beli eve to be the most 
comprehen ·ive exi s ting s t ock of Briti sh 20th Cent11ry 
issues . we feel ce r ta in J'O U will fincl it in rn lna ble : both a s 
a r l' ft •1·ence li s t. und us a co nveni l' nt source of supply­
at furn rable prices - for t hese none-too-plentiful s tamps. 

Sent for 1 Oc to Cover Mailing 

AIRMAIL STAMPS 
"Quite the fin es t thing in the airmail line to appear in 

the U. S. A."-Gcorge Van Den Berg. " Best presenta tion 
ye t mn 1le of the fnscinations of coll ec ting airmnil s ta mps. 
A nr.u.s t fo r every collec tor."-Sta mps l\lngazine. "One of 
the fi nest vo lum es . . .. In ell'ect , a comple te priced ca ta log 
of t he world 's a irma il s tamps."-Lin n's Weekl y Sta m p 
News . " A ttrac ti "e prices."-Cnm<len Courier-Post. "Most 
beautiful price li s t of airma il stamps we have ever seen . 
• . . A va luable g uide a ncl check li s t , well worth a dollar." 
-Weekly Phila t elic Goss ip. 

Sent for 1 Oc to Cover Mailing 

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
To replenish our extensive r e tail s tocks we are consta ntly buying-at 

generous prices--eollection s a n cl a ccumula tions of pos tage stum ps, provided 
they are wor t h $50 or more . . . . Our f ree app ra isa ls, good pr ices a nd p rompt 
payments-wi t h no haggling or delays-have made us innum erable fr iends 
among coliector s with s tamps to seli. . . . Send for our f ree bookl e t of val­
ua ble information , " If You Have Stamps to Se ll ," a nd rend it fo r yo ur own 
protecti on before disposing of your collec tion. F ree on R eqtte8t. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO., 61 Transit Bldg. , BOSTON 17, MASS. 
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At last! 
THE 

COIN COLLECTORS 
ALlVIANAC 

By Hans M. F. Schulman 
& H. W. Holzer 

New one-volume information library 
of coins of al I countries and periods, 
with their history, value, etc . 

DIVISIONS: 
United States 
Canada (complete with prices) 
Ancients 
Holy Roman Empire, etc. 
Russia, Poland 
England, etc. 
France, Napoleonic Empire 
Scandinavia-Baltic 
Lowlands 
Spain-Portugal 
Italy 
Balkans-Switzerland 
Germa ny, German States 
Orient 
Latin America 

DATA GIVEN: 
Standard Reference Works 
Short Histories 
Short Numismatic Histories 
Lists of rulers with dates 
Lists of denominations 
Crowns with their values 
Certain gold series, values 
Currency systems 
Size of countries, etc. 

SPECIAL SECTIONS: 
"Odd and Curious Money of the World" 
"The Romance of 'Pirate Money' " 
And other contributions by specialists 

of renown 

CHAPTERS: 
Introduction to Coin collecting 
Terms used by collectors 
Preservations in English, Foreign 
Weights, measures 
How coins are made 
Where coins can be seen 
How to buy and sell coins 
Auction sales 
Rarity 
Valuations 
How to tell counterfeits 
How to photograph coins 
How to make plaster casts, rubbings 
How to clean coins 
List of handbooks in all series 
Periodicals 
Coin Hoards 
Coins, Landmarks in History 
Coins of the Bible 
Militarv medals and decorations 
Art m~dals 
Semi-numismatic items, etc. 
Paper money 
Platinum as coin metal 
Multiple Crowns 
Necessity, Siege, Emergency coins 
Far East symbols on jade, coins, medals 
Dictionary of coin names 
The H. D. Gibbs Register of Odd and 

Curious Money 

Hans M. F. Schulman, Publisher 
545 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
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VOLUME I 
of the 

NCYCLOP AEDIA 
\~~ 

\ ~AND 
\ 

MALTA 

GIBRALTAR 

CYPRUS 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Othe1· B1·itish Possessions in E u1·ope 

For Immediate D elivery - Price $s .oo post free 

This volume includes information on HANDSTRUCK POSTAGE STAMPS, 
ADHESIVE POSTAGE STAMPS, CANCELLATIONS, POSTAL STA­
TIONERY, PROOFS, ESSAYS and SPECIMENS. 

Subsequent volumes will be published as follows: 

1948 '.l'HE BRITISH EMPIRE IN AFRI CA 
l 949 'l"llE BRITISH EMPIB.E IN ASIA 
1950 THE BRITISH EMPIB.E IN N. and S. AMERICA, 

including all 'Veste1"J1 Hemisphere 
1951 THE BRITISH EMPIB.E IN AUSTRALIA and 

the Pacific. 

" T!t e P!tilatelist"-the Best Stamp Monthly for Serious Collectors. 
Price $5.00 11er annum, post free. 

Send your Prepaid Orders to: 

ROBSON LOWE, INC~ 
1320 WIDENER BUILDING, l'llTLADELPfilA 7, PA. 

Branch 0 /fices: 
Echo Building, Bournemouth. 
England. 

'l 'ELEPHONE : Locu st 41367 

Head Office : 

MR. J . L. PHILLIPS, 
Melbourne. C. I ., A ustralia . 
Masons Building, Sugden Place. 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S. W. I., ENGLAND 
TELE-PHONE: ABBEY 4034 CABLES : "STAMPS, LONDON." 
American Philatelic Research library 
P .0. Box 8338 
State College, PA 16803 



INTERNATI 0 NAL 
STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

"In ternational Stamp Auctioneers" means 
more than just offices in two countries. It 
means more than liaison between two offices, 
to assist cl ients. It means " International " 
covera ge, advertising in all available countries, 
air mailing of catalogues or cuttings to long­
distance co llec to rs & finally a squa re deal for 
the mail bidder from Bombay or Brisbane just 
as much as the room bidder from Brooklyn or 
the Bronx . 

To quote an instance, in ou r auction of 
March 2nd we offered on behalf of a client 
various China including a number of scarcer 
items. On ly one room-bidder was able even 
to make a bid against the starting prices on 
the " book" and he was unsuccessful in ob­
tai ning the lot. 

From where did the competition come? 
AUSTRALIA AND CHINA ! Surprising? Yes! 
Australi a in the sterling bl ock and China with 
local dollars that are t ryi ng to compete with 
Post-War I German marks. Yet these buyers 
bid and bought in American dollars at a level 
for these stamps far above the present levels 
in this cou ntry. 

These Ch inese stamps were appraised by us 
at $ 389 and realized fo r the owner $848.25, 
which represents $678.60 net, more than 
twice what he had hqped for, he tells us. 

It is the same with very many other cou n­
tr ies: African s tamps being competed for by 
South Africa , Great Britain, etc.; Scandi navia 
causing bids to come over from the Scandinav­
ian countries, f ine Swiss causing collectors and 
dealers in Switzerland. to rush their bids, and 
so on. 

They know that for fair and accurate de­
scriptions and a s tra ight deal with their bids, 
it' s H. R. Harmer, Inc. , truly " International " 
auc t ioneers in the widest sense of the word . 

Who gains? H. R. Harmer, Inc. certainly! 
We ge t a commission on a higher realization . 
The vendor , certainly! He obtains higher reali ­
zations. Yet this internat ional coverage 
comes to you at the normal commission of 
20 % , a figure inclusive of all expenses­
describing, cata loguing, advertising, free in­
su rance both in trans it and while at our Gal ­
ler ies. 

Why not join the thousands of vendors who 
have received satisfaction from the H. R. 
Harmer organization for more than thirty 
years? We will be pleased to forward a copy 
of our booklet " Concerni ng Your Stamps" 
which gives full details of our auction facili ­
ties . 

If you have philatelic properties you wish 
to se ll worth $ 1 00 and up, we can help you . 

Auction D ates Will B e A1111ou11ced 

g{ rR. Uarme~ !Inc. 
''8/ie fR.ooseveft Xuctioneers 

32 EAST 57 th STREET NEW YORK 22, N. Y . 




