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Selling your collection? 

WE CAN help you get the best possible price. Your 

stamps, in a Harmer, Rooke auction, will receive com­

petitive bidding not only from the United States, but 

also from Europe, Central and South America, as well 

as Africa and Asia. 

As a long-established auction firm with interna­

tional connections and top standing, we can offer you 

every service. For example, an interest-free advance up 

to 60% of our appraisal. 

We will be glad to advise you, without charge, on 

any aspect of your selling problem. Write or call us 

today. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
560 Fifth Ave. (at 46th), New York 36 

JUdson 2-0164 

International Auctioneera of Fine Stamps 
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WEILL 
OF NEW ORLEANS 

.. . SERIOUS 
BUYERS 

* 

We are 
interested in buying 

stamp collections whether 
valued at $100.00 
or $1,000,000.00 

We also do nationally 
recognized appraisals for 

estates and banks 
Roger G. Weill Raymond H. Weill 

Raymond H. WEILL Co. 
407 Royal Street 

New Orleans 16, La . 
JAckson 5-0022 

* 5¢ 1856 Strip of Three on Cover 
We paid $5,000.00 (catalogs $600.00) 
Henry Hill Sale 
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WANTED 

IMPORTANT GENERAL COLLECTIONS 

SINGLE RARITIES 
as well as 

BIG SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS 

either for cash purchase 

or to be broken up for our next international auction sale 

for which we are going to prepare again our famous 27 ,000 

catalogues 

Please get in touch with 

CORINPHILA ZURICH 
(Bahnhofstrasse 102) 

Switzerland 
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MINI( US PUBLICATIONS 
Introduces With Pride 

4 NEW 'WORLD-SERIES' ALBUMS 
* Brazil * Costa Rica and Nicaragua * Dominican Republic, Cuba, 

Haiti and Puerto Rico 
* Ecuador and Venezuela 

Brazil .... . 

* Expertly designed , com­
plete, up-to-date. * Annual supplements avail­
able. * Handsome, gold-stamped 
two-post binders. * Pages printed on one 
side only. * Introductions presenting 
the history and heritage 
of each nation and its 
people. A unique feature 
of Minkus Publications. 

Costa Rica and Nicaragua ______ __ 
$ 5.95 
$ 9.95 
$10.95 
$ 9.95 

Pages only $2.95 

Pages only $6.95 
Pages only $7.95 
Pages only $6.95 

Dominican Republic, Cuba , Haiti and Puerto Rico ________ __ 
Ecuador and Venezuela __ ,, ____________________________________________________ __ 

MINKUS REGIONAL CATALOG FOR LATIN AMERICA 
The ideal companion to your Latin American albums, this Minkus Regional Catalog 
offers a wealth of fascinating information and clear illustrations. Perfect to take along 
to club meetings or to use as a checklist. 1962 edition ---------------------------------- $3.00 

AVAILABLE AT THE COLLECTORS STAMP AND COIN DEPARTMENTS OF THE FOL ­
LOWING FAMOUS STORES , OR AT YOUR FAVORITE DEALER. 

AKRON, OHIO-M. O'Neil Co. 
ATLANTA, GA.-Rich 's 
BAL Tl MORE, MD.-Hutzler's 
BEVERLY HILLS, CAL.-J. W . Robinson 
BOSTO N, MASS.-J ordan M ars h 
CH EVY CHASE, M D.- Woodward & L othrop 
CLEVELAND, OHIO- H a ll e B rothers 
COLUMBUS, OHIO- L a za rus 
DENVER, COLO.-M ay - D & F Co. 
DETROIT, MICH.-J. L . Hudson 
HARTFORD, CONN.-G. F ox 
HOUSTON , TEX.-Foley's 
LOS ANGELE S, CAL.-J . W . R ob i nson 
LOUISVILLE , KY.-Stewart ' s 
MILWAUKEE, WI SC.-Gimbe ls 
NEW ORLEAN S, LA.-M a iso n Bl a nche 
N EW YORK, N. Y.-Gimbels 

PANORAMA C ITY, CAL.- J . W. R obinson 
PARAMU S, N. J.-G im bels 
PASA DENA, CAL .-J . W. Robinson 
PH ILA DELPHIA, PA.-Gimbels 
PH I LADELPH IA, PA .-Gimbels Cheltenham 
PHILADELPHIA , PA.- Gi mbels Gt. Northeast 
PITTSBURGH , PA.-K aufmann's 
PORTLAND, ORE.-Meier & Frank 
PROVIDENCE, R. 1. - Th e Outlet Co. 
RICHMOND, VA.-T halhimer's 
SAN ANTON 10, TEX.-J oske's of T exas 
SAN DIEGO, CAL.-M ay C o. 
SAN FRANCI SCO , CALIF.-The Empori u m 
SEATTLE, WASH.-The B on Marc he 
ST . LOUIS, MO.-Famous B arr 
VALLEY STREAM, N . Y.-Gimbels 
WASHINGTON , D. C.-W oodward & L othrop 
WESTCHESTER, N . Y.-Gimbe ls 
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THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Considers one of its most important functions 

the improvement of relations between Collectors 

and Dealers ... Our more than 1,100 Members 

are pledged to serve you well. 

We urge you to purchase your stamps from 

dealers displaying the A. S. D. A. Symbol. 

We firmly believe that the lVIembers of the 

Collectors Club and The American Stamp Deal­

ers' Association are engaged in a joint enterprise 

- the Improvement of Philately. 

THE AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION, INC. 

116 Nassau Street New York 38, N. Y. 
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POSTAGE ST AMP AUCTIONS 

HAMBURG DUSSELDORF 

(Germany) 

Rarities and special collections will be handled in the most effective 
manner through our auctions, which are known thoughout the world. 

Our auction catalogues (circulation of I 0,000 copies per auction) are 
forwarded to the most important philatelists in all countries. 

Deliveries are accepted at any time. 

Auction commission 15% . 

A reserve price is fixed by mutual agreement. No difficulties with re­
gard to import or foreign exchange. Free payment to all countries in 

every requested currency. 

First class U.S. 
Refere nces and 
Bank References 

EDGAR 

Reference: Commerz­
bank A. G., Hamburg 
Germany 

MOHRMANN 
Licensed Auctioneer 

Speersort 6, HAMBURG I / Germany 

Cables : EDMORO 
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Editorials 

U. S. Stamps Remarkable Progress 

The welfare of pl1 ilately rests upon its students. It has been traditional 
tha t those, whose inter est in stamp collecting has matureJ , are attracted to the 
study of a stamp 's production and printing techniques. Posta l history, ca n­
cellations, artistic design and topics have a place in the philatelic picture, but 
the postag·e stamp reigns supreme. 

Consequently, an advanced philatelist , viewin g the l ' nited States stamps, 
has studied developments from 18-!7 to date. Oul' stamps original!:· were 
printed in 18-17 by the lin e-engraved prncess and still a re. For securit)· 
reasons, man:· experienced peopl e belie\' e that the best protec tion against fraud­
ul ent imita tion is line-engraved printing. 

Basically th e engraver in 1962 operates much th e same as his great-grand­
fath er did in 1847. Th e siderogrnpher or tl1 e 011e handling the transfer roller 
proceeds in a similar r espect today as 125 years ago, exce pt that accuracy has 
bee n improved by mechanica l means instead of almost exclusive handwork. 

Plate making, finishin g and hard ening; printing; perforating and gum­
min g have made r emarkabl e strides sin ce 18-l7 . P erhaps th e present-clay p a per 
is not as durabl e as the old r ag paper. 

If an engranr 01· print er from the 18fi0 or C\'L'n th e 1920 Yintage by som e 
mirn ele were a llowed to Yiew 1962 operations in Washington , D. C. at th e 
Bureau of EngraYing and Printing, he would not bcli e\·e what he saw. 

It matters not if som e dissatisl'icd stamp "saver' ' writes a critical letter 
to the editor of a stamp paper denoun cing th e 1961 Nmsing commemorati rn 
stamp as a horribl e production. The philatelic scholar knows that as late as 
ten years ago, it was impossible to print a lin e-engraved stamp with so man.r 
colors and blending on on e plate by lin e-engraving a.s with th e Nursing sta mp. 

Furthermore, a lmost every time :from 1869 on, when the United States 
produced more than one-color stamps using two pl ates by the flat plate printing 
method, errors such as inverted centers or frames were made. Today such a 
possibility is r emote. 

Stamps as the 196 1 L•' rcderi c Hcmington ot· th e 1962 Ne\\' l\Icxieo Statehood 
ar e truly r emarkable l'xamplcs of progTess in printing techniques. Add t o 
this, present-day accurate pcrl'orating and pre-gumming, and it is difficult to 
see how a lmowl edgea bl c philate list can criticize. Instea d ad miration for t he 
great progress is in order. 

Fmthermore, it is not compl etely fair to compare l"nited States stamps to 
those of small countries. Om· presses have to print, perforate and gum billions 
of stamps annually. Nma ll countries only need produec a million or less eve ry 
year , a tiny fraction of our r equirements. 

From the t ec hnical side, however, a philatelic stude11t can see 110 fin er pro­
duction than on some of th e 1961 or 1962 U.S. stamps. Tl' the critical elements 
wish to prove this statement to th eir own satisfa ction , all they need do is study 
a 1.J . S. sta mp under a ma g-n ifyin g glass and then compare it to a multi-colored 
slabdash fro m some newl y-independent African country. The latter is a shall ow 
etchin g, whil e ours a re prime examples of th e art of engravin g. 

If any cr iticism is warranted of current nited States sta mps, it is mostly 
with their subj ect-matter. Before us is the "C'nited States Post Office Press 
Release No. 15 dated F ebruary 2-1:, 1962. It commences as fo llows: " A 15-page 
booklet entitl ed ' Guide for the Selection of United States Comm emorative P ost­
age Stamps ' is now available from the Post-Office Department. " 
106 
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F ur ther on, i t states: 
·'The seven cri teria listed below sen e as the basis fo r rccommen<la tions . .. ' ' 

Criteri a No. 3 r eads : 
"Commemorative postage Ht.a mps shall. be issued on even date anniversaries, 
preferabl y starting with the 50th year . . " 

Press Helease No. 17 dated l\'lar ch 1, 1962 (just one week la ter ) commences 
as foll ows : 
'· The Post Office Department today announces a commemornti,·c stamp 

to mark the 25/h annirersary (Italics ar c ours) of the Nation al Apprenticeship 
Act.' ' 

It is he1·c where t he stamps of the l ·ni ted Sta tes ha,·e their weakness and 
become ta t·gcts for deser ved criticism. First of a ll , stamp collectorn must Jack 
confidence in any rul es sta ted for the issuance of new sta mps. .And in th e 
second place, what is so nationally or internationally impo1-tant or historical 
about the 25th (incidentally, an odd date) anniver sary of the National Appren­
t iceship Act to cause the Post Office D epartment to amend it;.; own statement 
of onl y one week before ? 

But make no mistake in judgment. The production of United States stamps 
l1 a · made r emarkable progress, so th at th ey a,re about the best in the world today. 
\Ye fee l confi dent that the subj ect-m at ter on comm emorative stamps will not 
continue as in the past years, and tha t in the near future man y stamps will show 
great improvement, not only a,<; a product of the graphic ar ts, bu t also for worthy 
historical significance. 

The day must soon come when United States stamps a r e respected nationally 
and intern ationally. It is unfort unate that such outstanding technical im­
provements haYe been harmed by our stamps poor subj ect-mat ter and con tr a­
dictory policies. 

Rare But Not Expensive 
One de tects in stamp collecti11 g circles a eomparatin·l.\· ll e \1· school of 

thought with which many ma ture philatelists disag ree. 'l'h cr c is a trend to 
demote the popular a ppeal of rare stamps and to substi t ute in its place very 
common r ecent stamps with attracti,·e designs. This newer school fa lsel.v 
reasons th at rare stamps can be co llected only b.' · those of wealth. In order 
to have stamp coll ecting as wide as p ossibl e, it is adrncated to fo rget the 
rarities and devote all attention to the beautiful but cheap stamps. 

l\lost veteran philatelists, however, have been ta ught , or through their 
years o[ experience have learn ed to exercise their origin ality by seeking the 
unusual. The basic attraction of collectin g a s tamp comes from the pleasure 
one derives by fi rst seekin g and then securing an item that fe w others possess. 
The longer the search, the sweeter the pride of possession. If a sedentary 
hobby like phil ately can supp ly any thrill, it is with this pride of ownership . 
J<;ac h of us has some sense of vanity. To r ealize that one possesses a small 
item as a postage stamp that fow others own , -0ffers a great r eward. 

The fall acy in the thinking of those who wish to downgrade rarity, lies 
in the false notion that all r ar e philatelic material is expensive, thus making 
it the exclusive possession of a few wealthy collectors. No, many rare stamps, 
ca ncell ations, postmarks and covers ar e not expensive. One may own a stamp 
of a country wh ere onl y ten copies ar e known to exi1;t. It is worth but a 
·mall fraction of the price of a copy of the U. S. 24c air mail inverted center , 
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\\'here al most tenfold more copies exist. l\iany caucellatiorn; are exceedingly 
scarce, often only a few similar known. A number of stamps cataloging for 
less than five dollars are most difficult to find on cover. 

The trouble caused by this incorrect thinking of th e new school is that 
it scarces people away from collecting stamps. As a resident of the largest 
city in the United States, so often we are told: " I used to collect stamps, but 
I had to give it up because it became too expensive.'' This is absolutely 
wrong, and more philatelists should work to contradict this misconception. 

As one, who has judged at many national and international exhibits, 
many rare stamps, covers and cancellations have been seen, many not owned 
by wealthy collectors. As a matter of fact, most owners were middle-class 
Americans active in every walk of life or profession. Many of these rare 
items were not costly, nor available onl y to the very rich. 'l'hus, one need 
not be a millionaire to collect philatelic rarities. 

Denomination 

:lVIany collectors cr ea te con l'usion Ly the use o r the word ''value.'' Th e 
commonest usage is with r efer ence to a stamp 's denomination, stating that " the 
set consisted of six values from 1 cent to 20 cents." Ver.r often in the same 
article, a writer describes a stamp " that now has a great value," obviously 
signifying its worth. Futhermore, th e same writer will say that " no past ar­
ticles of particular value " have been found. 'l'o illustrate this point, one could 
write a short paragraph as follows: 

" The set consisted of six va lnes. Each val1w had a different design. Al­
though by now this set has gained great value, it is surprising to find that no 
r esea rch of valne has been done as yet.'' 

Therefore, it is urged that when speaking of the "face value" of a stamp, 
the word "denomincition" be used . In the philatelic sense, " Yalue " should 
apply better to the market or catalog price. 
Letters To The Editor 
Museum Collections 

I had the opportunity to view the Atherton Hawaiian Collection at the 
Honolulu Academy of Arts. 

This is a pet peeve of mine. P eople give collections to Museums withou t 
ever permitting them to sell the collection if they felt it was in the best intere:s ts 
of the Museum. 

This collection is housed in good, sliding frames but they are clown in the 
basement office of the Curator because that is the only room that is aircondi­
tioned and you can imagine what the humidity does to paper in Honolulu. 

lVlrs. Fritz Hart, the Curator, told me that I was the first person to view the 
collection in three months! By chance another person came to look at it just as 
I was leaving. lVlrs. Hart told me that they had had a fabulous offer for the 
collection from somebody but that their hands were tied and they coulcln 't sell it. 

Think of the pride of possession and enjoyment collectors of H awaii would 
r eceive if a collection such as this were to be dispersed. As it is now - for all 
practi cal purposes, the collection is out of existence and is of ver y limited value 
to the Academy of Arts. 

Millard II. Mack 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
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United States 
The Hartford, Conn. Stamps 

By Francis E. Stern 

Th e subject of this articl e''' is the story of the little stamp known as the 
"' Hartford I.iocal. " Although not born in Hartfor<l , I have liYecl th ere well 
over forty years. Not long after I came to the cit:' , I had the opportunit:· oE 
attending a philatelic gathering when I first heard about this stamp, although I 
never saw one until a year later . Obviousl:·, if anyone had taken a vital in­
terest in the stamp, it should have been an old-time resident of the city of Hart­
ford. It was my good fortune to find just such an individual, and it is his 
collection of some thirty or forty yea rs which beca me the nucleus of my o-wn 
col lection in about 1930. 

Fig. I. The lat est use - June 30, 1845. 
Pl.totos by Boutrclle 

T he Search For Information 

Now that is when the trouble started. The first thin g I inquire<l >vas, 
"' W ho was th e Company that had issued and serviced the so-called Hartford 
1:.iocals ~" This question did not even draw a good guess. The entire matter 
r ema ined a. mystery, sufficient to whet my curiosit:· and to start me on a long 
search, which has lasted these many, many years and which until almost a year 
ago, was compl ete]:' lacking in fruition. But more of this later. 

Rumors a.bout the Compa.n:· seemed to point generall:' toward one name -
Hal e & Co. The history of Hal e & Co. is probably better known to most of th e 
CS. Private Posts specialists than to me; I shall not touch upon it . Hale & Co. 
quite obviously did come into the New England area and probab ly into 1 [art ford, 

*'fhe paper re.ad at tl.te No,·ember 1, 1961 meeting of The Coll ectors Club, 22 East 35 
Street, Kew York City. 
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at about the sa me time that th is littl e stamp began to do its work. Isa~- at about 
the same t ime, because the " Hartford Local " was one of the earliest stamps to 
be issued in the United States. 

There is r eason to doubt if any independent mail stamps were in use before 
18H. The Reduced Postage Act was defeated in the House of Representat i,·es 
in the session of 18-13-18-t±, and that gave the independents the reason for going 
into business. The act, however , did fi nall y pass in March of 1845, to become 
e l'fcctive J"uly 1, 1845 so that in all probability, the independents lega ll y operated 
on ly until Jun e 30, 18-!5. The fact that the latest dated cover I ha,·e ( l1' ig. 1 ) 
shows that date would indicate that in Hartford at least the law was respec ted. 

A few of the P enny Posts may have antedated H artford b,,- a month 01· two, 
but no longer. It is known that H ale & Co. operated at this tim e, because a 
cover ex ists addressed to Hartford from Middletown, Conn. which bears th e Hal e 
postmark. Th ere i: also a stampless cover from Hartford to Philadelphia which 
bea rs Hale's Hartford postmark and a "Collect" markin g, which evidentl y ap­
plied at that tim e. Another company, " ·hich operated simultan eously, was Brain­
ard & Co. A numbe1· oi: eovers ex ist from both Albany and Trny, N. Y. ad­
dressed to Hartford , Conn . which bea.r the Brainard postmark. ·wh ereas no 
evidence exists that Brainard carried any letters fro m New Yol'k to Tl'Oy or 
r\lbany, many Brainard covers show a New York addres;; and this company ma .\' 
well haYe ac ted as a receiving office for northbound mail ; it is here that th e 
" Hartford Local " may have tied in with Brainard. This fact, un earthed back 
in the earl y 19-!0 's has never been further confirmed. 

A Little Progress 

Illustrated is a eover bearing the handstamp of Adams Express (Fig. 2) 
and this one also was t he ca use of a sear ch. As a matter of fact, for man~· years 
t he stamp was not ca lled the " Hart ford Local" but rather the " Hartfo rd l\lail. ., 
I think ~'OU understand my confusi on , whi ch eYentually resulted in a lead to 
research the fil es ol' our da ily newspaper , "The Hartford Courant. " A nearly 
complete fi le goin g back to about 1790 exists. I was ex.tended the cou l'tesy or 

~r~~// 

'-/~~· 
Fig . 2. A very scarce cover with the Adams Express Co . marking . 
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Fig . 3. The Shakespea rian metaphor referred to in 1895 
by an author on design of the Hartford Local may well be 
t he following from Jul ius C a esar , Act I, S·ce ne II : 

Cassius : 

"Why, man , he doth bestride the narrow world 
Like a Colossus ; and we petty me n 
W a lk under his hug e le gs , and pe ep about 
To f ind ourse lves dishono ura ble graves." 

our State Library files, which go back in some instances to the 17th centur~' · 
None of this was of any avail. Nor was there listed anyth ing recognizab le as a 
forwarding company, an express company, a stamp or post.age company or any­
thing like it in the many directories during 1840-60 per iod of th e city of Hart­
ford. 'l'he files of the New York City Publ ic L ibrary, the Chicago library and 
onr own libraries in Connecticut produced a complete series of city directories 
from 1836 to 1850. 

When you consider that in 1850 the population of Hartford was only 13,555 
it eliminates any probabi lity that the " Hartford i:,ocal" served as p ure ly local 
or city post - as was the case of the city posts of several of: the larger cit ies. 
'l'he absence of any r eference to a title of the Hartford Company indicates that 
there must have been some purpose of concealment of ownershi p. This, how­
ever, did not reconcile itself with th e theory that the Company was owned by 
Ha le & Co. Hale had made no secret whatsoever of his name. But the Hale 
name did not appear in any directory either. Consequently, I was j ust about 
back to where I had started- this after 20 to 25 years of actual searching along 
with theoretica l r esearch! 

An 1895 Article 

Finally, a little over a year ago, lightning struck. In going over the stock 
of a well-known stamp dealer, I found a single copy of a "Hartford Local " -
it is now in my co ll ection. Far more important than that little sta mp I purchas­
ed, wa,<; an article from The Eastern Philatelist dated December, 1895 that is 
tit led " The Hartford Local" wh ich was included in my pur cha.<;e. The article 
was published in Newmarket, New Hampshire. Briefly, the salient facts are: 

The Hartford Local Company was started by two men by the names of 
Parsons and Full er. At the time it commenced operations, Mr. Parsons wa.<; 
engaged in the book business in Hartford, whil e M.r. Fuller was the termina l 
agent for Thompson & Co., an express line located in Springfield, Mass. They 
conceived the idea that it was possible to operate a letter route, by express, on 
their own responsibility at a less rate per ounce than the U. S. Government 
charged and make a profit out of the venture. They had a design prepared for 
their stamp of a man with one foot supposedly on the vVestern Hemisphere and 
the other on the eastern half of the world with an ocean steamship on the center 
horizon (Fig. 3) . The 1895 article says that Mr. Parsons personally had told 
Mr. W. H. Bruce (who wrote the article in The Eastern Philatelist) that the 
idea was suggested to him by a Shakespearian metaphor.* 

*Albert. Phi li p Cohe n, ou r nwmber, who is Ycry " ·ell YCrsed in Shakespeare, supplied the 
theoretical metap hor st~ted in th e ]~ig. ;J captio11. 
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Fig . 4. A re-constructed sheet of twelve stamps. 

l\fr. Parsons went on further .to say that the stamps were issued in two 
v:nieties, one on a " buff " glazed paper, which were put up in pa clrngcs or 
twcnt~- and sold for $1 ; one on " pink " glazed paper at the rate of t en for $1 ; 
at a time when th e government postage rate was 61,4, and 121/2 cents per ha l r 
ounce and per ounce, r espectively. 'l'he stamp, according to l\Cr. Bruce, was 
issued with a light brownish gum. No specimen ever found b.r me shows an.Y 
tra ces of gum. Futhcrmore, Mr. Parsons stated that is was their intention at 
first to carry letters only between larger cities, such as ew York and Boston , 
and as their patronage developed, th ey would in crease their facilities and their 
distances. Mr. Parsons also said that of the " buff " variety, not over JOO in all 
wer e printed, and of the "pink" a lesser number, so that the rarity of this latter 
stamp should be appreciated. 

E. W. Parsons 

Having gone this far , T wa.;; curious to find out more about 1\Ir. Parsons. 
I located his obituary in "The Hartford Courant " dated September 26, 1898. 
Edward ·William Parsons had died th e clay before. This newspaper account 
speaks of his bookstore, and gives the location of the firm , namel~-, Brown and 
Parsons, which was easily traceable in the city directories. l\[r. Par ·ons dis­
soh·ed his partnership with Brown to take a position as New England supcrin­
.tendent of Adams Express Co. with headquarters in Hartford. This, then, ex­
plains th e tie of the cancellation of the Adams l~xpress stamp with the " Hart­
fot·d Local.,. P arsons, in his cl ual capacity at the moment as superintend ent or 
th e Adams Express and the proprietor with Mr. Fuller of a private carrier 
busin ess, obviously made use of both services in at least one instance. You can 
see this on the cover which is shown in Fig. 2. 

That Mr. P arsons was a prominent citizen is evident when one learns that 
he left his position with Adams Express Co. to become the first president of th e 
Connecticut General Life Insurance Co. Subsequently, he was a director of the 

onnecticut Mutual Life Insurance Co. and was the auditor of the old Connecti­
cut Western Railroad Co. for 36 years and agent for one of the prominent Hart­
ford savings banks. I am indebted to his grandneph ew, one of my friends in 
Hartford, for much information over: and beyond that in the newspaper obituary. 

T he "Buff" Stamps 

J1ong before this information was learned , I ha<l }rn<l snbmittc<l to me a 
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cover with a pair of " buff " stamps thereon. The two gentlemen, th en partner s 
in a stamp business, have gone to their r est. They were of the old school, and 
when, upon observation I to ld them that th ey did not have an origina l pair but 
two stamps rather neatly r emounted, they were quite insistent that I was wrong. 
Also I questioned the color of th eir stamps and their idea of th e scarce " buff·· 
eolor. This was said before I kn ew of the article written by Mr. Bruce, in which 
Mr. Parsons definitely stated that th ere were but two colors ever made. 

Not being a color expert - I did what I always do when I have a tecl1 -
nical problem and need help - I took a trip up to Boston, Ma&<; . and to M. I. T. , 
my A lrna Mater. I took the cover, which had been loaned me for the purpose, 
and showed it to Dr. Dard Hunter , one of the gTeatest authorities in the world 
on paper, who at that time headed the Hunter Museum of Paper and Printing· 
at The Massachusetts Institute of Technology. H e took one look at the paper 
and said: ·' This paper was made in the State of Connecticut. ··would you like 
to see a sample ?" " Yes," I sa id. 

At once he walked back into a storage closet, and took a roll of paper out of 
a cabin et. Th en he took my stamp and th e paper, put them both under a very 
powerful microscope, and it did not take very long to see that he was absolutely 
ri ght in knowing where the paper came from - a mill in Burnside, not far out­
side of Hartford , Conn. Subsequently I visited the mill shortly befor e it burned 
down ba ck about 1941-42 and saw its papermaking ma cl1in ery. I was given a 
piece of' th e wire screening from the mill , on which the pulp was put to dry be­
l'ore the paper went through the roller ·. It was the texture produced by this 
scrrening, which had positively identified the paper to Dr. Hunter. 

My visit to M. I. T. had at least solved tl1is much and had established that 
th e sta mp was printed on paper made near Hartford . So it seemed probabl e it 
had a lso been printed in or near Hartford. One need not be a top philatelic 
student to Ree, when examining the stamps, that th e plate from which it had been 
printed must have been copper. But up to the time of this writing I have failed 
to unearth the na me of the engraver of the plate. Twice I thought I had found 

Fig. 5. A real scarce piece, the only unsevered pair known. 
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the descendents of the original engraver ; once in Milwaukee, Wisc. and later 
down th e ri,·er in Conn ec ti cut . But both proved to false leads. The search 
c011tinues hoping' that this information will become known. 

Scient ific Analysis 

What about the color? Of course, I had not only this so-call ed "buff" pair, 
but a number of the original ye llow and pink stamps for my friend, Dr. Hunter, 
to exa min e. H e suppl ied me with the answer. In a short tim e he produced two 
speci mens of paper exactly the same color of these stamps. One was dyed with 
the Curcuma J_,onga (which is the longhaired name for tumeri c); the other with 
Ca rtl1amus-Tinctorius (the name for safflower ) . Both of these dyes com e from 
a l'Oot, first used to color paper made in Bengal , India in the vill age of Antsahai­
Kurmira . The dyes are common, ordinary E aster-egg dyes, such as were used 
in th e 18-1-0 's, even if they did come from the tumeric and saff lower! The colors 
have been reproduced many times by me since rn.r visit to Boston, in the exact 
sa me shades as the original , simply by coating woven paper with the dye so 
simpl y prepared. 

l\'Iy n ext question to Dr. Hunter was: '' W ell, now that you 've shown me tl1 e 
ye ll ow and the pink colors, what have I here in my hand ~" referring, of ro urse, 
to the " buff ' ' pair. Dr. Hunter, much to my amazement , replied: " I don ' t 
know! - But let's go fi nd out . '' So, we walked a short distance to th e Chemistr.' · 
"Department, where th e color measurements are taken on various electro mirro­
sropes, stroboscopes and other scientific devices of an optical nature. 

Af'ter a short time a very pretty curve on graph paper was given to me. 
This is an interesting curve, because it is not a r efract.ion of ligh t from the yell ow 
s tamp a lone but th e r efraction of li ght from both the ye ll ow and the so-called 
" buff " sta mp. Th e curved lines are identical. From its waviness one can sec 
that there is some change in the nature of the dye. Kn owing that the dye was 
vegetab le (and it had to be, because it was used long before the current aniline 
dyes were known ) it was evident the change had to be from something whiC'l1 
could affect a vegetable dye. 

The first question th e head of the Chemistr y Department asked me after 
this scienti fic t est was: " Wh ere has this letter been ~ " I did not want to tel 1 

him it had been in a stamp dea ler's drawer in New York City for no one knows 

- r 

:/~/~~ ~-.-'.p 

Fig . 6. A cove r whose conten ts are dat ed August 25, 1844, t he earl iest known d ate of use. 
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' . 
Fig . 7. A sing le Sc yellow sta mp dated Fe b ruary I, 1845 . 

how many years, because he was looking for a better am;wer than that. So I 
1;aid very facetiously: '' Oh, probably in somebody's attic trunk. '' That was 
all he needed. "Come on," he said, " let 's go. " 

So we walked out of the Color Laboratory over to the Inor ga nic Chemistry 
Laboratory. M.y good friend, the professor who headed the Depa rtment back in 
my student days, but who since has r etired, got a piece of camphor , put it in a 
test tube, added some water and started to boil it. Such strong ca mphor fumes 
soon drove off that our eyes filled with tears. Takin g a piece of yellow paper 
which Dr. Dard Hunter had supplied (which had been dyed with om tumeric ) , 
the chemistry professor put it in the vapor. Lo and behold , th ere was the 
" buff" color with no trnu bl e whatsoe\' er. It is from this paper, part ~ · e llow and 
part burr, th at th e graph curve had come. 

These :M. I. T. tests, perfomed by famous scientists, proved to my satisfaction 
- and I hope all others - that the so-called scarce " buff " color is nothing but 
a chemieal ehangling. But it has been listed in the "Scott 's U.S. Catalogue" 
as # 80L2, a listing tha,t I think has been in this Yery fine ca talog for many 
~·ears. 'l'he experiments I witnessed lea d me to the conclusion that the " burl' " 
color shou ld be taken out of Scott's; in fact, it never should have been listed 
in the first place. 

Printing a nd Production 

Up to this point, I have given some of the background of the little stamp , 
but I have not written much about th e mail se rvice nor about the 8tamp itsel L 
This stamp, I now can say unequivocably, was printed from a copper plate of 
12 subjects (6x2 ). Fig. 4 is an illustration of the plating done many years ago 
by Mr. Hunter, a highly r egarded ph ilatelic expert at the time. (Don 't confuse 
him with Dr. Dard Hunter of M:. I. T ). This pl ating wa · r ecognized for many 
years as the authoritative one. Also, a partial plating made by two other well­
known philatelic students, one of whom is still living. These three independent 
pl atings agree in every respect except one. The Hunter plating very definitely 
has misplaced positions #9 and #12 with #2 and # 5. Position #12 cannot 
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be questioned, because 011 e of the sta mps in my coll ec ti on definit ely shows d is­
tinctive margins which prec lude it from bein g fro m a nywh er e but th e r ight end 
of the sheet. This is also true of P osition #6. On e of my pro udest possessions 
is the Fig. 5 cover , which has t he onl y unsever ed pa ir of H art fo rd loca ls known 
to exist. The co pies ar e positions #1 and #7. Th e pl ating done )·ears ago b~· 
Hunter , and t he two subsequentl y cl one in th e middl e 19.tO';.; by E lliott Perr~· 
an d myself, together with the data of the pl atin g r efe r red to above, a ll show in­
d ividual printing chara cte risti cs which so cl ef initivrl y t ic in one stam p to another 
th at rach stamp now can be id enti fied positi ve!.'· ns one or th r twr lvc positions. 

A Vis it T o T he British Museum 

In th e summer of 1961 it was my good fort un e to be pcrmit t t> cl aeecss to the 
st amps in th e Ta plin g eo ll rction owned by th e Crown and exhibited in t lw B riti sh 
Museum of London. I should like her e to put on r ecord my t han ks and ap­
preciation to th e Curator of the British l\Iuseum fo r his extreme courtes.v, not 
onl y in persona l!)' r emovin g th e H art for d Loca l stamps fro m t he fra me so t ha t 
I could examin e them more carefuli)', but also fo r making ava il abl e to me a ll 
their notes which were used fo r th e plating of this sta mp do ne bnc k in 1910 fo l' 
the British Museum. 

Their setting is for a sheet 3x-!. I told the Curator of the British l\1.useum 
that I had been in vited to exhibi t and speak on th ese Ha rt fo rd Loca ls before the 
Collectors Club, New York on November 1, 1961. Furthermore, l said to him 
that some yea r s ago I had p romised an arti cle on th ese sta mps to the editor or th r 
COLLECTORS CL UB P HILA'l'E LI S'I' , and foll owing my talk, I woul d give my old f ri end , 
H enry l\t (l ooclkind , my notes for publica tion . I d id not want to sta rt a di spute 
between the British and American phil atelic press, but I would be most em­
barrassed wer e I to refer to their p lat ing and my r eason for believing it to br 
incorrect . Not onl y d id I r eceive a most gracious r eply, bu t with a s piri t of 
appreciation for mentionin g this at tha t tim e. W e agr eed t hat I eoul d stat r , 
without in any way casting any as persion on the B ritish coll ection , that th r ir 
plating made in 1910-1912 by S ir Edwin D . Bacon , was done a t a timr when t he 
knowledge of t he stamp was most limited. Th e a uth entic it~· of t heir posi tionin g 
is definitely open to f]n estion in th eir min d. 

Covers 

Now r eferring to covers, t he ea rliest usage in m y coll ec tion is Augnst 2!i , 
1844 (Fig. 6) and , as I said before, the latest usage is June 30, 1845 (Fig. 1) . 

Among' the various covers in my coll ection a re some stamps with inte resti ng 
cancellations. One bears the fo rwarding handsta mp of H ale & Co. wit h the 10(' 
pink stamp and a "5c st ea mer " markin g; a " t ied " pink st amp wit h t he H a ir 
forwarding handstamp ; a " paid' ' pen cancell a tion with a number " 2," s how in g 
it was double ser vice. This ti es in wi th th e Ge and lOc va lues mentioned befo re. 
There is another cover marked " s in gle pa id · ' with th r 5c )·e l low stamp on it 
(Fig. 7 ) ; and a cover wit h both t he H a le & Co. and t he H art fo rd stamp ( l" ig. 8) . 
There is also a rath er r are r ed ink · ' P a id ·· ca nce ll ation , the only one I have 
ever seen . 

Cancellations 

Notice the pen-cancelling on the stamps illustrnted. This cancell ation seems 
to haYe taken place befor e the stamp wa.<; affixed to t he lett er beca use there is 
no evidence on any copy of the handwri t in g extend in g beyond the sta mp onto 
the cover . Th e separ at ion of the stamps from th e sheet must have been do ne 
befor e cancell ation . Ver y littl e evidence of the sa me cancell ation shows on mort> 
th an one stamp. Also note th at the word " Sou th " predominates. Th ere is 
al so the handwr it ten cancellation " Southern, · ' " E ast, · ' " \V est .. and " Hart-
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Fig. 8. A combination Hale & Co . and Hartford Local stamp on a cover to New York dated 
August 22 , 1844. 

ford" but, by far, the greatest number are pen-cancell ed "South. " 
In reading the contents of the letters with the various covers, it would seem 

that the service found its greatest usage between New York and Hartford, or 
Yice \'ersa. The letters were fol'warded by various means : coach, rail and there 
is one cover which conta ins a bill of lading of the Steamship, "Seneca," for a 
shipment of hard goods between New York and Hartford. Of inter est is the 
fact the steamship, "Seneca," went on the rocks in Long lslanJ Sound just one 
week after this particu lar bill of lading was dated. 

Centennial Commemoration 

In closing I shou ld like to sta te why this stamp perhaps has become better 
known than any ot her U.S. loca l. One of America's greatest department stores, 
in fact the largest privately owned department store in the United States, is 
located in Hartford, Conn. This store was established in 1847. At the time of 
1 heir lOOth anniversary in 1947, 1 made availab le to this store one of my stamps, 
and from it a facsimile was made. It was deliberately made different in size 
and also perforated, so it could not be considered a counterfeit of the original 
stamp. This facsimi le was affixed to a delivery tag of the department store 
which read: ''Had you r eceived this letter in 1847 it would have carried the 
Hartford Local stamp wh ich would have brought it to you quicker· than any 
othc1· known way at that time. ' ' 

Jn 1947 one package with a letter was delivered to someone in each of the 
169 towns in Connect icut by means of four helicopters . It was my privilege to 
h;l\'e the first of such packages delivered to my wife. 'fwo days later the same 
helicopter brought from the Governor of Connecticut to me, an answer to a letter 
l had sent him tell ing of the history of the "Hartford f_,oca l, " and of the use 
bei ng made of the facsim il es by one of our department stores during its cen­
tennial celebration. Th e Governor, in answering my Jetter, very kindly at­
tached thel'eto one of the facsimiles l had sent him and placed his signature 
over and across this stamp. But even with such prominent notice, no new 
copies nor covers with this Hartford Local came to my attention. 
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Uncommon 

Of Common 

Use 

Stamps 
What our readers wish to see is a properly used cover having a common stamp that 

catalogs for $10 or less. But on cover this item's value is many times the standard catalog price 
for the stamp off cover, either unused or used. 

You may own such material. Then it is hoped that you will send it to The Editor, 
Collectors Club Philatelist, 22 East 35 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 

Spain 

Used In Santo Domingo 

'l'he 1855-63 issue of th e Spanish Official stamps can 
as common if cents catalogue valuation is any indication. 
l/2oz. yellow stamp used from an unexpected country. 

certainly be classed 
Here we show the 

"' ... 
f •

• 

7~ .. ~~~~ 

{Photo by Boutrelle) 

In 1861 Spain attempted to re-annex Santo Domingo, which she had lost in 
1 21. Dissatisfaction with Spanish rule united the people to such an extent 
that violent revolutionary activitity resulted and the Spanish were forced to 
withdraw for good in 1865. 

During this period of occupation, certain of the Spanish Official stamps 
were legitimately used. As th e town postmark was a lmost never struck on the 
stamps, use in any loca lity can only be established when on full cover. 
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Afghanistan 

Its T wentieth Century Postal Issues - Part 4 

By Frank E. Patterson Ill 

(Continued From Page 76) 

1932 'pPcio,l l srne 

A second 80 poul value, picturi11g a column, was issued in October or 
:\fovember and was used concurrently with the 80 poul " Arch of Paghman " 
stamp. 'I'he column is the National Liberation Monument or " Yadgar Nijaht 
v\Tatin " at Kabul. This shaft was erected to celebrate the overthrow of the 
rebel regim e in October , 1929, by H . M. Nadir Shah. Abdul Hamid Khan 
was th e designer. The exact reason for this sta mp is not clear, for if in­
tended as a commemorative issue, the choice of denomination seems strange. 

The stamp was issued in sheets of 25 (5x5 ) , typograph ed on soft white 
wove paper and line perforated 11%. 

317 Fig. 43 80 poul red brown 

Fig. 43 

J!A. e. I SSUE S OF MOJI 'D ZAJTIR S JIAH 1933 to dot e 

1934 D efinitive (2nd Monuments) I ssue 

Printings in new colors from the 1932 plates were placed in service about 
August, 1934, according to cancelling dates, although the UPU records incor­
rectly give November as the month of i ue. For the 2 and 3 afghani denom­
inations, the National Council set designs were used instead of those howing 
H erat and Bamian. All values were i sued in sheets of 25 ( 5x5), printed on 
white wove paper and perforated 113,4. The 2 and 3 afghani also exist in 
sheets of 12 ( 3x4 and 4x3 re pectively ) . These represent early printings made 
from the original small pl ates prior to the deliver~· of new ones of the standard 
25-subject size. 
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On November 8th, two suppl ementary denominations were added to the 
series. The 45 poul pictures the extel'ior battlements of the old Hoyal Arg or 
Palace group in Kabul. TJ1is establishment was built as a fortified r esidence 
and stronghold during the Jatc 19th century . It is now (1962 ) mainly used 
by sections of the royal secretariat and other government office.'i, including the 
Bureau of Printing where postage stamps are produced. Th e 75 poul shows 
a view of the main and only northern highway, running through Tan gi Darrah­
i-Shikari (Hunters Canyon Pass ) where it crosses the high divide of th e rugged 
Hindu Kush mountains. The construction of this portion of the road made 
vehicular travel possible between Kabul and Afghan Turkestan and the writer 
has used this route many tim es. The '' Great North Hoad '' was completed in 
September, 1933, and folly opened to motor traffic in the ear ly sprin g of 193-1-. 
H ence this stamp can almost be consider ed as a commemorati\·e of the event . 
The legend above the view merely reads · ' Haftad-o-panj poul " (sevent~·-five 
poul). Basic inscription " C:" appears in the top panel. .Abdul Gafour Khan 
Brishna designed both values. Th e stamps were issued in shee ts of 2G (5xG), 
printed on white wove paper and perforated 11%. 
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324 
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328 
329 
330 
331 

332 

Fig. 31 

Fig. 32 
Fig. 33 

Fig. 34 

Fig. 35 

Fig. 36 

:F'ig. 36 
Vig. 37 
Fig. 38 
Fig. 38 
Fig. 39 
Fig. 40 
Fig. 29 

Fig. 30 

10 

15 
20 

25 

30 
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poul 
a 

poul 
poul 

a 
poul 

a 
b 

poul 
a 

poul 

deep Yiolet 
imperforate pair 
turquoise green 
magenta 
mauve pink 
bright rose 
carmine rose 
venetian red 
orange yellow 
yellow ochre 
bluish black 

a dull black 
45 poul dark blue 
50 poul orange 
60 poul violet 
75 poul r ed 
80 poul purple brown 

1 afg· bright purple 
2 afg gray black 

a dark slate 
b imperf pair 

3 afg deep ultramarine 
a horiz pair imperf btwn 
b vert pair imperf btwn 

Counterfeits are known of the 40 poul, 2 and 3 afghani stamps, both with 
and without a fraudulent cancellation (PM-23X ), and probably exist for most 
or all of the other values. The 40 poul and 2 afghani counterfeits come in 
the same dull grayish blue black and have a very coarse appearance. The 3 
afghani is dangerous, for both in color and printing it closely resembles the 
original. However, the "3" is thinnel' and the shading of th e mountains is 
lighter and broken. The best test for these and all questionable items is the 
perforations, none of which match the irregular 11% guage of the originals. 

1938 Definitive Color Changes 

The foreig·n first-class mail rate was changed to 75 poul in 1933 but the 
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Fig . 44 Fig. 45 

ensuing appropriate denomination did not conform to the r ecommendations of 
th e l "PU that this va lue be printed in blue . Accordingly, the 45 poul an d 75 
poul stamps wer e issued in reversed colors on January 1st, 1938. CCPU) 'l'h e 
old colors continued va lid until lVlay. Sheet format , paper and perforation re­
mained unchanged. 

337 
338 

Fig. 44 
Fig. 45 

1939 Definitive Issne 

45 poul 
75 poul 

a 

reel 
dark blue 
perf llx11% 

A new permanent series of fourteen was released on October 21st , although 
th e UPU r eports October 1st, and the previous definitives became invalid about 
December 22nd, 1939. Onl y a limited number of subjects was used for the 
new sta mps and the des igns were divided between pictorials and portraits. 
Va lues from the 10 poul to the 40 poul ca rry basic inscription " D " at the top. 
'l'he balance of the issue Jiave inscription " E ." 'l'he words "Pastes Atghanes " 
appear uniformly at the bottom. 

Top row (left to right) Figs. 47, 48 , 49; bottom row, Figs. 49, 50, 51. 
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A view of P arliament House, Darul Funun, appears on th e 10, 15 and 20 
poul va lues. The 25, 30 and 40 pouL design shows the old Roya l Palace group 
in Kabul. The Independence Monument is depicted on the 45, 50 and 60 
ponl stamps. The same monument and King Naclir Shah both appea r on th e 
75 and 80 poul values. Th e 1, 2 and 3 afghani denominations feature a por­
trait of Kin g Noh'd Zahir Shah, with the angle of the roya l head varying on 
eaeh va lue. Th e series was designed by Abdul Gafour Kh an Brishna. . 

Apparentl y th e quantities prepared for the various va lues were not .um­
form. Th e 25 poul is relatively scar ce, for it was soon rcplaeed by the r e-is.sue 
perforated ll:y,j . The 75 poul was in use for over two years, yet the writer 
has 11cver seen a re-issue of this stamp. 

All values were issued in sheets of 25 (5x5 ), typographrd on thin to 
medium hnrd white wove paper, with a clean eut 11 perforation . 

341 Fig. 46 10 poul purple 
342 Fig. 46 15 poul bright green 
343 Fig. 46 20 poul red lilac 
344 Fig. 47 25 poul rose red 
345 Fig. 47 30 poul orange 
346 Fig. 4:7 40 poul dark gray 
347 F ig. 4 45 poul bright carmin e 
348 Fig. 48 50 poul deep orange 
349 Fig. 48 60 pouL deep violet 
350 Fig. 49 75 poul ultramarine 
351 Fig. 49 80 poul dark chocolate 
352 Fig. 50 1 afg bright purple 
353 Fig. 51 2 afg· rose carmine 
354 Fig. 52 3 afg deep blue 

1939-46 Gen eral R e-issues 

The new difinitive series was soon re-i,·succl with the perfora tion changed 
from 11 to the old standard l1% and went through many subsequent pt·intings 
before demonitization in June, 1951. New values and color changes were in­
corporated from time to time and t hese are covered later . The fi rst of the 
re-issues appeared shortly after the introduction of the origina l series. The 
ea rliest usage seen is the 1 afghani cancell ed at Kabul on December 25, 1939. 
This short time lapse suggests that, fo llowing the initia l distribution of the 
new definitives, the 113,4 gauge perforators were pressed into service along 
with the 11 gauge machines to help provide sufficient running stock of these 
stamps. It must have soon become apparent that the perforated 11 sheets 
had an unfortunate tendency to split horizontally because the hole size weaken­
ed the paper , which probably led to the early decision to discontinue the use 
of that gauge on later print ings. 

To supplement the first re-issue, a new value of 1.50 afghani was pre­
pared about 1941 with a design showing the Sugar Refinery at Baghlan. This 
denomination r epresented the double rate for first class foreign mail. Before 
it was placed in use, the single rate was raised from 75 poul to 1.25 afghani 
and, since the value was no longer necessary, it was not issued. Therefore no 
copies were sent to the UP U for r efer ence and distribution but some wer e in­
for mally made avail able locally. The writer so obtained his first specimen in 
19-l7. In 1949 a quantity of possibly 700 was r eleased by the Philatelic Office 
in Kabul nnd sold along with other obsolete items nt double face. Although 
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Figs. 52-54 

st ill oCf icially iuvali<l for postag·e, the stamps wel'e accepte<l on philatelica ll y 
inspired covers maile<l at small er brnuch offices unfamiliar with their status 
a nd the.r are known postalJy used. 

With these r e-issues, war-tim e shortages again plagued the Government 
Printing Office and stocks of s tandard paper and inks co uld not be maintaine<l . 
The perforated 11% stamps were printed on five distinctly different papers 
and are found occasionally on still others. The first r e-issue, of course, was 
on the same thinnish hard white di amond-mesh WO\'e paper emplo~·ed for the 
perfor ated 11 definitives. In late 1940 this was replaced by a softer wove 
with a more r ectangular mesh. This in turn was followed by a dense white 
wove with only indefinite traces of mesh. Some time in 1944 a pseudo-laid 
paper having fine indistinct close vergeure lines was utilized. The last type, 
used from 1946 on, was a poor quality medium dense bluish-white pulp IJaper 
with bits of fibre often visible. It should be noted that all va lues cannot be 
found on all papers, for new printings were made ·eparately for the individual 
denominations only when and as required. Color standards wer e fa irl y wel I. 
maintained although shades are numerous in some values. Occasiona l substi­
tutions were made, but the printers always r everted to the approved colors as 
soon as ink supplies permitted. It was not uncommon for stamps of the sa me 
denomination in two different color shades or variants to be on sa le at t he 
post offices at the same time. 

These general r e-issues were lin e perforated five sheets at a time on rn un ­
ua 11.'· opcrn tecl machines. The punch teeth tapered, Ya l'icd in sharpn ess a 11 tl 
did 11 ot always meet a clean bottom plate. As a r esult the top sheets iu 1hc 
stac k might be nea tly punched while the bottom one would have blind pcrl's 
0 1· appear pin-perforated. The bottom sheet also was the worst centere<l s ince 
onl y the top sheet could be aligned with the perforatot·. Thi· procedure was 
pl'obab ly fo ll owed for t he emissions from 1932 on, but the writer ha · onl y f irst­
hand information on this series. 

All values were issued in sheets of 25, (5x5) typographed on various white 
wove or bluish-white pulp papers and perforated 113,4. J<'or economy reasons 
many of the later printings were made on smaller sheet stock that had mar gins 
too narrow to perfor ate. This was particularly true of t he lower denominations 
and these are common with one or two str aight edges. 

3!35 :F'ig. 46 10 poul purple 
a r eddish violet 
b dull purpl e (coarse print) 

35.6 Fig. 46 15 poul bright gr een 
a emerald green 
b yellowish green 
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357 l~'jg. 46 20 ]JOUl reJ lilac 
a purple lake 

358 Fig. 47 25 ponl rose red 
359 Fig» 47 30 poul orange 

a reel orange 
b yellow orange 

360 ]<'ig. 47 30 poul ochre yellow 
361 Fig. 47 40 poul dark gray 

a light gray 
362 Fig. 47 40 poul slate 
363 Fig. 47 40 poul dull black 

a light black 
364 Fig. 48 45 poul bright carmine 

a horiz pair imperf btwn 
365 Fig. 48 50 poul deep orange 

a red orange 
b light orange 

366 Fig. 48 60 poul deep violet 
367 Fig. 49 80 poul chocolate 

a brown 
368 Fig. 50 1 afg bright purple 

a imperf pair 
b purple lake 
c horiz pair imperf btwn 

369 Fig. 52 1.50 afg brown 
370 Fig. 51 2 afg rose carmine 

a carmine red 
b dull carmine 

371 Fig. 51 2 afg copper red 
a brown red 

372 Fig. 50 3 afg deep blue 
a violet blue 
b double paper 

373 l<'ig. GO 3 al'g ligl1t blue 
a dnl l blue 

1942-47 ::) upplc111 cnla ru Valnc:s and Color Clwnues 

The rate chan ges mentione<l pre,·iously neces.'litated a new Llenominat io11 
for foreign mail, and color adj nstments to some of the en neut ntlues. Accord­
ingly, the colors of the 25 ponJ and 7G poul were changed and issued on the 
Jir·t day of 1321 (21 :March 1942) together with a new 1.25 afghani value in 
the Baghlan Sugar l\iill design. Later that year, probably in mid-August, a 
second 1 afghani was placed in use showing the King ·s head in profile. 'l'he 
reason for this item is unknown, for it was used with, and did not replace, 
the current afghani stamp showing the royal head in full face. It was after­
wards withdrawn, but subsequent!:· small qnantitie.-; were periodically released 
o\·er the next seven years . Apparently only one large printing was made of 
this stamp, for all copies seen by the writer, regardless of use date are on the 
same soft white rectangular mesh wove paper with no noticeable color variations. 

On May 1st, 1944, (UPU ) two new denominations of 35 poul and 70 poul 
respectively were added to the regular series to meet changes in the local and 
interior first class mail rates . The 35 poul is vertical in design and depicts 
the tomb of Uohar Shad in the Musalla of Hernt. The 70 ponl shows a pan-
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oramic view of th e ruin ed eitadel of Qalai Bust. Abdul Gafour Kh an Bris}rna 
was the artist. On e printing· of the 70 poul was made in brigh t pmplc in 
place of the approved violet, eitJier by enor or as a color trial. Instead o[ 
being destroyed , this printing was placed on sale in late 19-±5 ( n and was used 
eoncurrently with stamps of the normal color until withdrawn in mid-19-~7 . 
Hcmainders were demonetized in September of that year. Some of the late 
r eleases of the 70 poul violet during 19-tS-50 are found with a flat, coarse 
appearance as though produced by an offset method. 

Also, in 19-±4, a printing was made and issued of: the 75 poul in scarlet 
instead of the normal red purple or plum. The actual n eed for th e change 
could not have been very important, for subsequent printings of this denom­
ination reverted to the previous co lors. Final! _,., this value appeared during 
NoYember, 19-±7, in a rich red-brown as a result of poor color mixing but this 
was conected in the next press run. 

Except as noted above, all these definitives were r e-issued many times 
prior to their final r eplacement and come on sevcrnl types of paper in Yarious 
co lor ranges and shades. Th e stamps were issued in sh eets of 25 ( 5x5 ) , t~·po­
grnphcd on different white wove, fine lin e and dense pulp papers and perfora­
ted llo/i . The 25 , 35, 70 poul and 1.25 afglwni values arc frl'quentJ _,. found 
with one 01· two straight edges. These come from se lrnge less sheets produced 
a rt er ] 9-±6. 

377 Fig. -±7 25 poul green 3/ -±2 ) 
a yellowish green 
b emerald green 
c dull green 

378 Vig. 47 25 poul blue gr een 
a turquoise green 

379 Fig. 53 35 poul orange (5 / H ) 
a r ed orange 

380 Fig. 5± 70 poul violet (5 / 4-±) 
a dark violet 
b dull violet (coarse 1H'i11 t ) 

381. l•'ig. G-t 70 poul bright purpl e ( -t-5 ? ) 
382 :b'ig. -±9 75 poul i·ed purple (3/ -±2 ) 

a plum 
383 l•' ig. -±9 7G poul scarlet ( ?/H ) 
38-t Fig. -t-9 75 poul red brown (11 / 47 ) 
38;) }'jg. 51 1 afg bright purple O / -t2 ) 
386 11' _ig-. 52 J.2;) af"g ultramarine (3/ -±2 ) 
387 Fig. 52 1.25 afg blue 

a indigo 

1943-44 R e-issiie 

For over a period of nearly two years, various denominations of the r egular 
series were r eleased with a compound perforation. Exact elates arn unknown. 
The purpose may have been to provide for easier stamp separation, or to im­
prove production efficiency by utilizing all perforating equipment. The values 
listed below r epresent those known to the writer. Othel'S ·probably exist. It 
will be noted that the 35 and 70 poul values are here~~ncluded. These two 
denominations wer e io;;sue<l in 1944 and it may well be that those with the com­
pound perforation represent th e initial releases and tliat only those perforated 
113,4 are later re-issues. 
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The stamps were issued in sheets of 25, ( 5x5 ) typographc<l on me<liulll ur 
dense white wo\·e paper and perforated llx11%. 

392 Fig. -l-6 10 poul reddish violet 
396 Fig. 47 30 poul red orange 
397 F ig. 53 35 poul orange 
-l-00 Fig. 5-± 70 poul Yiolet 
-l-02 Fig. 49 80 poul chocolate 
-l-05 Fig. Gl 2 0fg dull carmine 
-±06 l<'ig'. GO 3 af'g Lleep blue 

1948 Childi·cn:s' D(t!J h:suc 

Ju response to the United Nations' '' A ppcal l'ut· Chilurcn '' program, a 
fo 1·crunnc1· of UNICEF, a special set of stamps was issued on 29 M:a.Y rnt<ler 
rath er umu;ual circumstances. The issue was so ld at face but was only Yalid 
l'or that one day. A ll fonds received from the sale of these stamps were turned 
over as a contribution by the Post Office to the National Child ·w elfare Com­
mittee in support of the nationwide appeal to all companies and individuals 
to donate one day's earnings to the cause. One-hal.t of the total receipts was 
reta ined b.r the Committee for local aid projects and the balance was forwarded 
to the United Nations. Subsequent "Children's Da,y" i " Ues until 1955 arc 
su rtax items. 

Both values are large in size and their designs feature the symbolic rep­
resentation of a hungry child. For the first time in 20 years the postage in­
scription appears in English. Basic inscription " H " in Pashtou is under­
neath. The legend "deh atfaleh ruz" (Children's Day ) is top center on tl1e 
35 poul va lue a,nd underneath the equivalent ]<'rench on the 125 poul. Abdul 
Oafour Khan Brishna was the a,rtist. 

'l'he stamps were released in sheets of 16 ( ±....:4 ) , typographed on medium 
dense off-white pulp paper and perforated 11%. The issue was reported to 
be 5000 sets. It is possible that a small reprinting was made, for the color 
varieties listed below appeared in the remainder stock later on sale for double 
face at the Kabul Philatelic Office. 

417 Fig. GG 3G !JOLI I bright green 
a olive gl'CeJl 

41~ Fig. GG 125 poul light milky 1.JI UC 

a navy blue 

Figs. 55-56 
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Fig . 58 
... 

Fig. 57 

1918 United Ncitions Day 

Along with other member rountries, AfghaniRtan issued a distinctive com­
memorative on 2-t October to publicize the third anniversary of the official 
beginning of United Nations operations. The postal va lidity of the stamp was 
limited to that day only. It was sold at fa ce but it is understood that t he 
resulting funds were allocated by the Post Office to appropriate local proj­
ects. Similar commemoratives until 1955 are obligatory surtax stamps. 

The rather complex design is oversize and features the United Nations 
emblem in t he center. Flanking circles contain the Afghan arms and a por­
trait of Zahir Shah. The long Pashtou legend across the top reads "d ' 
l\lotahedah d ' 1\t[illalo d ' Muwasesey d' tassees d ' drium kal pch yahduneh" 
(Souvenir of the third year of the establishment of the United Nations Organ­
ization ) . Abdul Gafour Khan Brishna was the designer. 

The stamps were iRsucd in sheets of 9 (3x3 ) , typographed on medium dense 
off-white pu lp paper and perforated 11%. A printing of 10,000 was reported. 

-±22 Fig. 57 125 poul medium blne 

19.50 Faculty of Medicine Is. iie 

At th e suggestion of Professor Broussy, dean of the French Medical Mission 
to Afghanistan , the Post Office prepared a special set of stamps to commem­
orate th e 19th anniversary of the establishment of the national Graduate School 
of l\ledicinc. The school , better known as the Faculte of Medecine, was started 
in 1931 under th e sponsorship of the French Government and has been staffed 
with excellent French doctors and technicians ever since. The stamps were 
on sale and valid for u e only on December 22 and 23, 1950. Covers seen in­
dicate the possibility that this issue was employed for surtax purposes and did 
not pay normal postage. 

'l'he two values of the set differ in size but are similar in design. In a 
framed panel , superimposed on a busy overall patterned background, is shown 
on e or the modern buildings on the university campus in Kart.eh Chahar near 
Kabul. The nation al arms and a portrait of King Nadir Shah occupy diagonal­
ly opposite rorners. In the top center appears a stylized caduceus with elon­
gated curved wings. The Pashtou inscription in the wings reads "d' Afghan­
istan d ' shahi daolat post " (Postage of the royal government of Afghanistan ) . 
. llllnl l_judin Khan was the designer. 

The stamps were issued in sheets of unknown size ( h ?) , typographed on 
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poor qual it~· dense off-vd1ite pulp paper , pedorated 11 %. A total p1·inting 
o[ 3000 st>ts has been r eported. (A-#1 / 51 ) 

42, 
429 

Fig. 58 
Fig. 5 

35 poul 
1.25 a l'g 

1951 Definitive I ssite 

light t>mer ald 
deep blue 

During mid-J 948 seriou.· consider ation was given to the r eplaeement of the 
aging current set with a new modern series. Preliminary diseussions with the 
Governm ent Printer disclosed that his faci lities could not hand le the types of' 
r ngraving and multicolor work desired . Th e decision was th en made to bl'eak 
with 80 ycm·s of' preeedent and to have the proposed ;;tamps printed abroad . 
'I' rnd ers were invited from various internationa lly r eeognized firms and \Vater· 
low & Sons, Ltd. of J_iondon was selee ted. Al't t> l' considerabl e tim e and effort 
had been rx pended in developing aece ptabl e designs and colors, the stamps 
were finally produced and placed in use on March 21, 1951 A.D., New Yea r's 
Da~· of 1330 A.II. A total of 19,750,000 stamps wer e delivered by the printers, 
\\·i th inclividua 1 denominations rangin g from 1,800,000 to 100,000. (A-# 1/ 51) 

The issued designs were ba<;ed on offic ially supplied photographs ol' which 
srveral ha d been taken by th e King on his tours . Many familiar subjects re­
appear on th e poul Yalues : The Gohar Shad tomb in th e Musalla at Herat on 
the 10 and J 5; th e Bamian Buddha on th e 20 ; the Parsa shrine mosq ue at Balkh 
on the 30; th e Qalai Bust arch on the -1-0, and the Mai wand column with battl e 
date on th e -±5. The 20 poul Buddha was s ubjected to the same criti cism ac­
corded the 3 af Buddha of 1932, and it was withdrawn less than 3 months 
a f'ter being issued. Among the n ew Yiews presented is that of the eity of 
Qandahar on the 50 and one of the two Victory Towers of Ghazni on the 60 
poul. The latter are large, octagonal brick piers dating from the 11th eentur:-. 
Th e small er tower was erec ted by l\'lahmoud of (:hazni, the original conqueror 
of: India, about J02:) A.D. The larger one shown was built by Masoud IIT, 
one of his descendants, cirea JlOO A .D. The national flag is displayed in full 
eolor on the 70 pou l and th e balance of the series features Kin g Zahir S hah in 
various poses. Th e rep resentation on the 75 poul is taken from a portrait 
clon e by colll't painter Ghauzudin e Khan . A ll va lues ca rry basic inscription 
" U " at the top. The names of th e designers and engraYers haYe not been 
r eleased by the [H'inting firm . 

The stamps were issued in sheets of 100 on thin medium white wove pa per, 
whimsica ll y per for ated eith er 12, 121/2 , 121f2x13, 13 or 13xl31/z. Va ri ous print­
ing processes were used . Th e 25, 35 and 80 poul values and a ll th e afghani 
va lues a1·e recess engraved. The 70 poul has a recess frame a nd lith ogTaph cd 
eenter. Th e r emainin g poul denominations are in photogran11·e. 

-±30 Fig. 59 10 poul yellow & chestnut 
-±31 Fig. 59 15 poul light blue & chestnut 
432 Fig. 60 20 poul dull black 
-±33 Fig. 61 25 poul green 
-±3-± Fig. 62 30 poul rose 
-±35 Fig. 61 35 poul violet 
-1-36 Fig. 63 40 poul bright r eel brown 
437 Ji'i g. 6-1- -±5 poul blue 
43, l•'ig. 6G 50 poul greenish black 
-1-39 '' 'ig. 66 60 poul dark sla te 
4-1-0 Fig . G7 70 poul green , red & bla.ek 
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441 
442 
443 
444 
445 
446 

Fig. 68 75 poul 
F ig. 69 80 poul 
Fig. 69 1 afg 
l<..., ig. 70 1.25 afg 
Fig. 70 2 afg 
Vig. 70 3 afg 

Figs. 59 to 70 

carmine rose 
carmine & black 
gr een & violet 
purpl e & black 
ultramarine 
slate bl ack & ultramarine 

1955 10th U. N . 0 . Anniversary I ssue 

To honor the decenni al yea r of the United Nations Organization, a com­
memorative set of stamps was r eleased on June 26, 1955, the anniver sary date 
of the signing of the original char ter by the representatives of fif ty n ations 
at San Francisco. 

The design of the lower value features an adaptation of the UNO emblem 
with clasped hands beneath. Th e P ashtou inscriptions above and below are 
the appropriate legend and "Afghanistan ," r espectively. The similar but 
wider design of t he higher value has the UNO insignia flanked by radiating 
massed flags. It should be noted that no particular n ations have their banners 
in the posit ions of honor, for all the flags ar e blank ! The inscription " Af­
ghanistan '' appears at top center. 

The stamps were issued in sheets of ? ( ?x?), lithograpl1 ed on medium 
white wove paper and per for ated 11. 
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457 
45 

Fig. 71 3fi poul 
F ig. 71 125 poul 

dark green 
cobalt blue 

1.955 Postal S ervice Anniversary I ssue 

In conjunction with the opening of the Fourth Kabul Philatelic Exhibiti on 
on Jul y 2nd, (UP U ) a commemorative series was r eleased in r ecogniti on o l' 
th e 85th anniversar y of the establishment of the national po. ta] service. A mi t' 
Sher Ali Khan initi ated a publi c messenger post in 1870 early in his l'eign 
and the fir,<; t stamps were la te l' issued under his direc tion . Th e uni form desi gn 
l1as a r epresentati on of an early " Tiger H ead " stamp in th e center· flankrd 
by portraits Amir Sher Ali and King Zahir Shah. The Farsi inscri ption above 
the facsimil e r eads " Afghanistan. " 

With this seri es wa s introduced the Europea n custom of issuin g adhesives 
of semi-postal validity. The indicated surtax was fo r the P ostal Museum . 
Th e stamps were issued in sheets of: 25 (5x5), lithographed on medium white 
wove paper and perforated 11. 

459 Fig. 72 35+J 5 poul carmine rose 
a imperf pair· 

460 F ig. 72 125+25 poul bluish violet 
a imper f pair 

1955 Child 1V elf are Fnnd 

This issue con tinued the pr ecedent of: combinin g posta ge and surtax char ges 
on tl1e sa me stamp . Th e pre\'ious Childrens Day or Child ·w elfare issues from 
1949 to 1954, were mand atory postal surtax items. They could not be used 
l'or l'egul ar postage purposes and r epresented a one day tax of 100% on first 
r la ss mail. 'l'his surtax rate wm; grea tl y r educed when th e dual purpose stampi;; 
we1·c adopted. 

In compliment to th e ]i'ourth Kabul Phil ateli c Exhibition, the issuan ce 
of: this annual eries was pos tponed until th e third of: July. (UP U ) These 
and subsequent "Children.·" stamps were on sale and valid fo r one day only . 
The single design shows children on swings in a modern public pl ayground . 
Th e F arsi inscription in 1he upper corner r eads " Afghanistan ." The stamps 
were issued in sheets or ? ( ?x?) , typographed on medium white wove paper 
and per forated 1134. 

461 Fig. 73 35+15 poul dark green 

462 
a imper f pair 

Fig. 73 125+25 poul purple 
a imperf pair 

Figs. 71-74 
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Figs. 75-78 

1956 Chilcl W elfare F'imcl 

An increase in th e foreign mail r:ite on 21 M:irch, 1956, was f i1,st reflected 
in this series, but the accompanying surtax was reduced. June 20 was the 
issue date. (UPU ) The vertical design shows children playing on a hillside 
nnd has the ·western date of 1956 on both \'alue,<.;. Th e legend has been changed 
back to "Childrens Day. " The stamps were typogrnphed in slieets of ? 
( ?x n on medium white wove paper and perfora tr<l 11 . 

467 Fig. 74 35+15 poul violet blue 
a imperf pair 

-t6, Fig. 7-t 140+15 poul dark chestnut 
a imperf pair 

1956 J(abnl E x position Issue 

Afghanistan 's in itial International Exposition was hrld in Kabul from 
August 25 to 30, con currently with the first week of'. the annua l Independence 
Celebration activities. Special stamps were issued for the occasion nnd th ese 
picture the Jesh 'n Exh ibition Hall on the Cha man , next to th e city stadinm, 
bui lt under the writer 's supervision, where the national displays were shown . 
It is understood that the 50 poul denomination used represented 35 poul :for 
postage and l 5 poul surtax. The stamps were issued in sheets of ? ( h?) , 
lithographed on medium white woYe paper and perforated 11. A total of 15,000 
set.<; wa. printed, of which 1,000 were left unperforated. (UPU ). A printing 
of 40,000 sets was r eported of which 2000 were issued unperforated ( 5-15 / 12/ Gli) . 

-t71 Fig. 75 50 poul chocolate 

472 
a imperf pair 

Fig. 75 50 poul light violet blue 
a imperf pair 

1956 Pashtounistan Day 

' -

With this issue Pashtoun aid urtax was combined with regular postage. 
The set was on ale and valid for use only on the 1st and 2nd of September. 
The single design features the Pashtounistan monument just south of the Royal 
Palace in Kabul, comp lete with flag and directional arrow. The stamps were 
issued in sheets oi' ? (?x ?) , lithographed on medium white wove paper and 
perforated 11. A printing of 20 ,000 sets was reported, of whirh 1000 we1·c 
left unperforated. (UPU ) 

473 Fig. 76 35+15 poul deep violet 
a imperf pair 

47-1: Fig. 76 HO + l5 poul dark brown 
a imperf pait· 
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1956 United Nations Day 

The transition from mandatory posta l tax to dual-purpose stamps was 
completed with this issue of the annua l UNO eommemoratives on Oetober 2-1- . 
The design shows a, symbolic U. N. sun in the upper left brightening the world 
globe. Ba,sic inscription " I " appears beneath. The stamps we l'e issned in 
sheets of ? ( ?x ?) on medium white wove paper, perforn ted l l . 

475 Fig. 77 35+15 poul ultramarine 
a, imperf pair 

476 Fig. 77 140+ 15 poul reddish brown 
a, imperf pair 

1957 Child W elf cire Fund 

The single design for this series is rather playful, showing several rhildren 
on a ,-;eesaw and one falli ng off. Basic inscription " I"' is in the npprr Jef't 
with the welfare legend just below. The sta,mps were issued on .Tun r 20 in 
sheets of 2-1- (4x6 ) on wh ite wove paper, perforated ll. 

477 Fig. 78 3:"5+15 poul carmine rose 
a imperf pair 

478 Fig-. 78 1-1-0+ 15 pout pale ultramarine 
a imperf pair 

1957 Pnshlonnislan Day 

The design again features the Pashtoun flag with the standard legend 
below. Basic inscript ion " I " is at the top. The standard postage rates were 
combined with a, 15 poul surtax to make up the denominations shown. Th e 
stamps were issued on September 1st in sheets of ? ( ?x?), lithographed on 
thinish white wove paper .mid perforated 11. 

481 Vig. 79 50 poul light claret 
a imperf pair 

482 Fig. 79 15G poul lilac 
a, imperf pair 

1957 United Nations Dciy 

Fla,nked by lT. N. and Afghan arms, the l'NO Center building dominates 
the design. Basic inseription · ' I " is sp lit across th e top. The stamps wr1·r 
issued on October 24 in sheets of 40 ( 5x8) on white wove paper, perforated 11. 

483 Fig. 80 35+15 poul red brown 
a imperf pair 

484 Fig. 80 140+15 poul blue 
a imperf pair 

Figs. 79-80 
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J 9.57 D efinitive R eplacem ents 

On the first of Karn;;, 1338, (Novrmber 23) , (UPU) a new f01·pign rn tc 
denomination of 140 poul was ]Jlaccd on sale, togPthel' with eight va lues of the 
curren t series printed in ehanged color s. These items reflected eer tain postal 
l'ate changes made in mid-1956. 

The " mounted men " design of the H O poul stamp depiets the strenuous 
northern local game of Bouz Kashi (goat snatching). This sport is played 
on horseback and the number of pai·t ieipants usually exeeeds a hundred. A 
finish line is established as a limit in somp large open level area and the un­
skinned, headless carcass of a goat is placed in a shallow pit about half a mile 
or so awa_, ._ The game begins with a mad rharge to gr ab the body and con­
tinues at top speed until one of the eompct itors manages to struggle across the 
goal with th e goat clutched in his possess ion! There ar e few ground rules 
and these vanr regionally. 

Th e V\Taterlow imprint stamps were prin ted from the original photogravure 
or engmved plates on medium wh ite wove paper and issued in sheets of 100 
(lOxlO ) with Yarious perforation eombi na tions fro m 12xl 2 to 131/2 xl3%. The 
nrw Ya lur is in photogravure on simila r parer, perforated 13Vzxl -l:. Gibbons 
reports (C:SM 3/ 58 ) that Harrison & Son;.;, l1t<1 . were th e printPrs. 

H G Fig. 62 30 poul bistre bro\vn 
H 6 Wig. 63 40 poul scarlet 
4-1-7 F ig. w: ,) 50 poul yellow 
H S Fig. 66 60 poul bright blue 
H 9 Vig. 68 75 poul violet 
4GO Vi g. 69 80 poul violet & brown 
4!i l F ig. 69 l afg carmine r ed & blue 
4G3 Fig. 81 HO j)OUl brown, oliYe & green 
-l- G2 Vig. 70 3 afg 01·ange & blaek 

Figs. 8 1, 82 and 83 

1958 Child W elfare F1tnd 

The uniform design shows children enjoying a public playground swimming 
pool. Basic inscription " I " is colorless in the background foliage at the left . 
Similarly located on the right is th e standard legend. The stamps were issued 
on June 22nd in sheets of" 35 (5x7 ), lithographed on thin hard white wove paper, 
perforated 11. A printin g of 20,000 sets was officiall y reportrd . 

49-l: Fig. 82 3G+ l5 poul vermilion 
a imperf pair 

4% Fig. 82 1-1-0+ 1G ponl lila c brown 
a irn per [ pai t' 
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Figs . 84, 85 a nd 86 

1958 International Exposition Issne 

The second Exposition commemorative set design features a stylized view 
of some of the new Fair buildings on the Chaman at Kabul. The basic inscrip­
tion has been om itted. The Pashtou legend across the top reads '' d' Afghan­
istan al millalo sedareh" (International Exposition of Afghanistan ) . The 
stamps were issued in sheets of 30 (5x6 ) , lithographed on thin hard white wove 
paper, perforated I L They were released on August 23rd and remained in use 
un til the 29th. (UPU ) 

498 Fig. 83 35 poul bright em era lcl 
a imped pair 

499 Fig. 83 140 poul orange reel 
a imperf pair 

1958 Pashto1mistan Day 

The single design again repeats the flag motif, accompanied by three panels 
resembling sign-post arms. The diagonal one on the right contains the standard 
Pashtounistan legend. 'Gnder the one on the left is the inscription " cl " Afghan­
istan.'' The stamps were issued in sheets of 30 ( 5x6), lithographed on thin 
hard white wove paper, perforated IL A printing of 20,000 sets wns officiall y 
reported. They were in use only on August 31 and September lst. 

500 Fig. 84 35+ 15 poul turquoise 
a imperf pair 

501 Fig. 84 140+ 15 poul lilac brown 
a imperf pair 

1958 Presidential Visit Issiie 

During the first week of September, 1957, King Zahir Shah paid a state 
visit to Turkey and that country issued a special set of stamps in his honor 
(Scott Turkey 1250 & 030; S. G. 1679-80 ) . The President of 'l'urkey returned 
the courtesy a year later and reciprocal philatelic honors were accorded. The 
commemoratives were issued on September 13th and remained in use until the 
22nd (UPU). A uniform design presents the features of H. E. Celal Bayer in 
a central oval frame with the Turkish words "Ziyaret Hatirasi" (Souvenir oi' 
the Visit ) dir ectly above. Afghanistan 's greetings in Pashtou are across the 
top. Basic inscrtption ' 'I'' appears below the portrait. It is understood that 
the unusual denominations for this and the succeeding special series r epresent 
n combination of normal domestic rates and a surtax (35p+ 15p ) (70p+ 30p ). 
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'l' li e stamps were issued i11 sheets of 30 (6x5), litl1ographed on thin hard white 
" '0\'C pa per, per l'ora ted 11. Ther e arc minor shades o [ the co lors. 

502 Fig. 85 50 poul dull blue 
a imperf pair 

503 Fig. 85 100 lJOUl lilac bl'OWJ.l 
a imperf pair 

1958 ' ' Alomi; for P eace" l s;s ne 

This series l1 onorec1 th e International Atorni c; Energy .Agcney 011 the oc:casion 
ol' its Seeond Ueneral Conf'rrenec. The des ign is based on t he U.S. " Atom;; 
for Peaee" stamp of 1955. Basic i ns<:ri pt ion '' l " a ppcars in the top panel with 
a 11 appropriate Pa.shtou lege nd UJH.1cl'll ca th. T he stamps wer e is.sued on October 
20th in sheets of 50 ( Gxl O) and were '"tlid until the 23rd. Th ey were printed 
in photog:raYure at the .Austrian l-:itate Printing "\Yorks on medium white wove 
paper and perforated 131/~. 

GO-! Fig . 86 50 llOUl ll C \\' bi UC 
a imper f pair 

505 Fig. 86 100 poul red purple 
a imper[ pair 

1958 Unil ed Ncilions Dciy 

Th e attractive desig11 Jcatures the flags of Afghanistan and the United 
Nations in natnra I co lors. Basic inseri ption " I " occupies the bottom panel. 
The stamps were issued in sheets of 50 (10x5), printed in photogTavure by the 
Austrian State Printing "\Vorks on medium white wove paper, perCorated 131/2. 
Th ey wer e in use from th e 23rd to the 26th of October. 

506 Fig. 87 50 poul gray-bl ue, black, r ed and green 
a imperf pair 

507 Fig. '7 100 ponl green-blue, black, i·ed and green 
a imped pair 

195::) u IW SCO hrne 

'"UllCsl'o " (U. N. Edueational , Sc;icntific and Uultural Organization ) is a 
spec:ialized agene.'· of the l ' nited Nations Economic and Socia l Cou ncil. lts 
first general conference meet ings \rere held in Paris in 19-±6. But the Ot·gan­
ization did JJot haYe a lH't·m anent home until the n ew hca L1c1uarters bui lding 

Figs . 87, 88 and 89 
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Fig s. 90, 91 , 91A a nd 92 

group, also in Paris, was officially opened on November 3rd, 1958. 'l'h e ma­
jority of the member nations took this opportunity to issue special stamps in 
recognition of the accomplishments of the Organization. 

The design of the Afghan set followed that almost universally employed 
and shows a picture of the Headquarters building in Paris. 'l'he Farsi legend 
in the upper right reads simply "Younesko." Basic inscription " I " appears 
in the bottom panel. Th e stamps were issued in sheets of 50 (5x10 ) on Novem­
ber 13th and remained in use until the 16th. They were printed in photo­
gravure at the Austrian State Printing \Vorks, Vienna, on medium white wove 
paper and perforated 131/2. 

508 Fig. 88 50 poul 

509 
a 

Fig. 88 100 poul 
a 

1958 H ionan Rights I ssne 

green 
imperf pair 
bistre brown 
imperf pair 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was validated on December 
10th , 19-!8 and member nations of the UN were encouraged to participate in 
suitable commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the e\·ent. Along with many 
others, Afghanistan employed the medium of postage stamps and i·elea.sed a 
special set for use on December 10th and 11th only. A printing of 10,000 of 
the 50 poul and 50,000 of the 100 poul was officially reported. 

The horizontal design carries the UN adopted motif of the " Flame of 
Enlightenment" on the right. On the left is a globe showing most of the eastern 
hemisphere with basic inscription "I" above. The subject is covered by the 
Pashtou legend on the right. Th e stamps ,,·ere issued in sheets of 50 ( 10x5 ) , 
printed in photogravure by the Austrian State Printing \Vorks, Vienna , on 
medium white wove paper and perforated 131/2. 

510 Fig. 89 50 poul bright magenta 
a imperf pair 

511 Fig. 89 100 poul brown purple 
a imperf pair 

1959 Child W elfar e Fiind 

The design for this annual ·aid issue is composed around a scene showing 
children enjoyin g a "tug-of-war." Basic ins<>ription " I " appears in the lower 

(Continued on page 155) 
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Bool'- Reviews 
The Encyclopedia of Briti:sh Empi re l'o:sluye Stamps. Volum e Ir . A1t:strala:sia. 
630 pp . Clothbound. Profusely illustrated and with index at end. Published 
b~· Robson Lowe, Ltd. , 50 Pall Mall, London, S . W. 1, England. $12.00 postpaid. 

lf one is closely associated with leading philatelic institutions as the Col­
lectors Club and the Philatelic Foundation here in New York City, he witnesses 
a part of philately of which very fe w are aware. Dail y without interruption, 
a st rea m of queries come in from many seeking information about stamp col­
lect ing and philatelic problems. 

The t~·p ica l attitude of a questioner is quite puzzling. H e is positive that 
before he inquired, he had spent time seeking the information wanted and it 
could not be found. 

L.;sua lly, he receives the info rmation from someone on the staff of the Club 
01· the Foundation and is told the source. Often it is a catalog or a book such 
as Robson Lowe's encyclopedias. P leased with th e service and having had his 
answer, he ends up by saying to himself: '' \Veil, what do you know ? I never 
t bought of looking there." 

Phi lately is blessed with a wide range of general and specialized postage 
stamp catalogs in many langua ges. The catalogs, however, cannot offer in­
formation upon all the many specialities in which people are interested. A 
stamp catalog must cove r the field of postage stamps. P ostal history, for 
instance, is too vast a field also to be in cluded in most catalogs that now number 
well over a thousand pages. Other specialities such as r evenue stamps, speci­
mens, perfins, essays, proofs, color trials, semi-official or private posts cannot, 
as a rule, be practically included in a stamp catalog. 

Thus, the Lowe encyclopedias supply vital information that is not to be 
found in most catalogs. :l<'urthermore, being the product of a leading British 
st.amp auction house, prices for n early every item are given and, in the main , 
th ese are accurate indications of current market value. 

The f in;t Lowe encycloped ia on Ureat Britain and :Europe appeared. in 
1935. This was followed b.r Volume 2 on British Africa and then Volume 3 on 
the British Empire in Asia. 

Yolum e 4 on Australasia was long in preparation, and sti ll to come will be 
\' ul. ;J on the Americas. Yo!. -1: 'ms mail ed on March 1, 1962. 

It is impossible fo r a r eviewer to discuss the thousands of informative de­
tails in this outstanding reference work. For those, who have used Volumes 
1 to 3, the~· know that the latest one on Australasia will maintain the high 
standards of the pre,·ious books. They will not be disappointed with Volume -:I: . 
For a specialist , who has not used the previotls vo lumes, because he is interested 
on ly in some ph ase of British Austra lasia, it may be well to select one portion 
of' this book, discuss it rather briefly in order to offer him an idea of the book 's 
scope as well as a critique. 

Chapter 8 on New Guinea and Papua ]s the one this r evi ewer has selected. 
Jt covers 39 pages. At the outset, it is indexed by .-ubdivisions. 

\;'irst come com prehensi,·e geographical and historica l digests, follo wed b_,­
a long· li st of post offices. Postal rates and cancellations are listed next with 
i11telligently presented tables and illustrations of many cancellations. This 
r eviewer is ever so p leased to note a clear distin ction bein g made between a 
postmark and a ca ncell ation , an important phi late lic subject t hat far too many 
specialists confuse. 

P art 11 treats the adhesfre stamps of British New U uinea. It is here tha.t 
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one clearly secs how the Lowe encyclopedias go far beyond most catalogs. These 
stamps, as those of the Commonwea lth of Australia, were printed by different 
firms , offering the philatelist a fascinating chall enge. With enlarged illus­
trations, tables with watermark and paper variations, pictures of sheet margins 
- all chart a clear picture. Information is given on quantities printed, proofs, 
,·aricties, covers, specimens and cancellations. Part III on the stamps of Papua 
rollows the same pattern. As an air mail specialist, this reviewer found th e 
uata on P apua 's first air mail issues not nearl y as comprehensive and detailed 
as he thought it should be. 

'l'he difficult 1914 British Occupation stamps of German New Guinea arc 
wel l t reated in P art IV, ·although the descri ptions of co unterfeit overprints and 
l'<lvot· cancels were far too brief. 

Then follows the N. vV. P acific Islands overprinted stamps. Part IV has 
>t he stamps of the Territory of New Guinea with a ver.r f ine listing of the post 
oHi ces and various cancellations. 

Part VII is on the new Territory of Papua-New Guinea. The fi na l part 
is one page on postal stationery, forgeries and a bibliography. 

This summary should show that this book is exactly what i t says it is -
an encyclopedia. One noted that this r eviewer made a criti cal comment upon 
th e trea tment o f: P ap ua air mail stamps. No botanist will seek his information 
from '' The En cyclopedia Brittanica. '' Instead he uses scholarly handbooks and 
.articles in specialized botanical periodicals. Consequently, one seeking accura te 
information about botany, but who is not a botanist by avocation, wi ll find the 
encyclopedia the best reference sour ce. 

This is the sa me for th e philatelist with Robson Lowe's lat est encyclopedia. 
It is crammed with helpful and essential information. But the advanced spe­
cialist, whose vast knowledge was gleaned from handbooks and periodicals, 
obviously will know much more than is given in Lowe 's book. This, however , 
warrants no adverse criticism , because many collectors, who hope to become 
advanced specialists, now have a great reference work where they can easil y 
find information in one place that previously was scatter ed and lying buried on 
library shelves. 

As with the other three volumes, Volume 4 is a beautiful book, well printed, 
ill ustra ted and inte ll igently <'L1itcd. lt is liopeJ that man~· will r ea lize that the 
information they seek is r ea dil y available, so that a very fine work as this will 
Jind many users. ( H. M. G) 

La Poste Maritime Fnh'ncaisc. '1'0111 c T. L e::; Entrec.s Mari ti111 es cl L e::; Bal cu1t.c 
11. 11apeur. By Raymond Salles. Fo1· «de by the au thm, 7± Rue de la Tour, 
Paris XVI, 189 pp., 1961. 35NF plus postage. 

Many French specialists have known for some years that Raymond Salles 
was assiduously studying the French markings having to do with ship mail and 
his book on them has been keen Ly anticipated. Volume I has now arrived. It 
is difficult to see how an~-one could be disappointed with it - th e treatment is 
so thorough, so logicall~· and conveniently organized, and so well illustrated, yet 
concise and to the philatelic point without romantic fr i !Is or history for history's 
sake. 

The French '' maritime '' markin gs have long been well appreciated even b.r 
only slightly specialized collector s of France, hen ce need no "sales pitch ." But 
coll ectors familiar with the listings in the old lVlaury Catalogue des Estampilles 
and tl1e Lu Postc Aforitim e of Bourse let or Noel 's i·cccnt catalogue, will be am­
azcu to see the tremendous extension which Salles' work gives to oue'i:; knowleJge 
of this subject. 
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Volum e I deals with the French seaport marks of entry (including mod ern 
" paquebot " marks ) from 1760 to date, with th e coastal steamship marks in­
scribed " Bateau a Vapenr " (1833 to date ), and with the ones used on French 
mails arriving in Algeria, Tunis, Morocco, Italy, Corsica, Clreat Britain , Spain , 
and th e Channel Isl es. Various miscellan eous marks, such as " Boitc lVIobile" 
(B. lVI. ) , due and paid marks, disinfection marks, administrative cachets, and 
others, are also listed when they chara cteristically accompany the above categories. 

More specifically, under marks of entry Salles includes those reading: 
"Colonies par - - -, " " P ays d 'Outre :Mer,'' " Outre l\1er,'' "Colonies Fra .," 
" Bureau l\1aritime," "Union ,'' " Paquebot," "l\'laritime,'' and "Gar e. " 

Nearly all marks are illustrated in accurate to-scale tracings, arranged by 
ports and ship routes, listed chronologically, with in clusive dates of usage, eolor 
and current market price. Items are numbered se1·ially for r eference. There 
are maps to show the routes, and brief ex planations of the nature of the services. 
Here it is often indicated that a certain mark is much rarer used on mail in one 
direction of a route than in the opposite one. 

The author searched the government archives to obtain eorrect and compl ete 
information on servi ces, routes and dates, 80 that few s pecul ations or inferences 
were necessary. The data on the marks, l1owcver, is based on r ecords of material 
in lea ding coll ections in France and elsewhere, literature and other sources. 

Reca pitulatory tables at the end of some sections offer an added convenience 
to the user. 

The format of this book, with limp fabrikoid cover, is handy. Clear print­
ing, absence of typographical errors, and good paper make it a pleasure to use. 

Volume II will treat th e mail packet " ligne" marks used on th e trans­
Mediterran ean services; it is scheduled to appear in late 1962. Later volumes 
will cover A ti antic, Indian Ocean , Pacific, and colonial services. 

Mr. Salles' work is another example of the documentary ca talogue which 
Fren eh philateli c students have developed to a state of: per fect ion rivaling the 
best German and British models and following the tradition begun by Maury. 

( R obert G. Stone) 

Malaya, Japanese Occnpation by J ames lVL Gallatly. 58 pages, illustrated. 
Published by The Regent Stamp Co. Ltd., 50 Pall Mall, London, S.W. l , Bngland. 
Priee 5 shillings postpaid. 

Originally published as a series of articles in the " Philatelist and Postal 
Historian,'' th ese three monograph8 r eport principally on the J apanese i,;ingle­
and double-line chop overprint<; on Mal ayan stamps. 

The first monograph covers " Notes for beginners, " " The Japan ese single­
lined chops of Ma.la.ya,'' '' The Mal ayan chops - the dates of overprinting'' and 
fina 11 y "Some fantasies and forgeries." 

The second reports on '' The double-line chop'' (with illustrations of the 
three genuine types and of three forged types), "Penang,'' " A Trengganu 
Overprint " and " Post Offices open during the Occupation. " 

The final monograph is a detailed cataloguing of the single-line chops, 
touched upon in less detail in an earlier article. 

Although the field the three monographs covers is limited, much information 
within this specialty is of considerable value, not only to the student of these 
overprints but to the more general collector with an inter est (but not it is hoped 
a passing one) in British issues. 

In the first monograph reproductions of hand drawings emphasizing th e 
differences between the generall y accepted nin e di ffer ent types of the single-1 in c 
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chop are g iven with descriptions o[ these diffe l"enees. In tl1 e fi nal monograph 
enlarged photographic r eprnductions of t he nine types ar e presented with three 
exampl es of each. ln some cases the hand-dnnrn r eproductions do not appear 
to accurately follow th e actual types as r eproclueed f rom the stam ps. 

lVIr . Clallatly has letter ed these nin e types · · a," " b," · 'e," " cl ," " c," " f, .. 
" h,'' " I " and " m. " Ile mentions fro m tim e to time the cata logue of th e 
1Cugaha1·a S tamp Company, which a lso r eproduces nin e types but letters th em 
alphabetically "a" through " i. " Nowhere does he endearnr to tie in his types 
with th e ones of Kuga ha ra so that some work b.Y this book 's m;er is necessn r.'· to 
decide whi ch matches which. 

This reviewer , who has admitted !_,, probably spent onl y minutes wh ere 1\lr. 
<:allat ly has spent hours on th ese issues, and who ha d not r egr etfull .v r ead Mr. 
C:allatly 's articles previously, did som e r esea r ch, based on th e Kugahara ca ta ­
logue, and came to th e conclusion - undoubted ly in correctly! - tha t th e Kug-­
ahara types ' · c" and ' 'i " wer e th e sa me and that there ar e only eight basica lly 
different single-line chops. 'l'his is no doubt a matter of this r eviewer being the 
only on e in the r egiment who is in step. It was difficult , however, from en­
deavors made so far, to decide exact ly which of Mr. Oallatly 's ty pes matched 
those of Kugahara and , if (as is suspected) the one Kugahara type docs not 
exist, which is the nii1th one that r eplaces it. 

There is no doubt that th e J apanese Occ upation overprints on l\lalayan 
sta mps arc a most in triguin g group. ·with the aid of articles suC'h as l\Ir. Gal lat ly 
and oth ers have produced, these overprints are a group which is not difficult to 
understand or to expertize. 

This booklet is a very fine and conC' ise study tl1at should be in most phil ateli c 
libraries. ( B erna.rd D . !farmer) 

1'he Congress B ook 1961. Barbarn R. M:nellcr, ed itor , A mel"i ca n Philatelic 
Congress . 1961. 22-t pp. Cloth. Pl"ice *5 from It. Brandcbcrry, 58 Vv. Salis­
bury Dr., \Vilmington 3, Del. 

Th e latest American Congress Book, with twent~·-o n e artiC'lcs covering a wide 
Yarict~- or subjects, lives up to th e high r eputation earned by past editions. 
'l'h e art icles on sta mps a nd postal histor~- are a ll l'ine and show much original 
resea r ch. Most include a bibliography, usua ll y brie l', one outstam1ing, that by 
Edith R Doane. 

'l'here are six studies for t he LT. R. specia list; three concerning North 
America two Canada one Newfound land· one each for six ot her countries -
Norway,' l\lala ya, Pa~ama , E cuador , Sen~gal and Russia; and six on special 
topics. 

The last group include an index of articles of philateliC' interest published 
in th e National Philate li c Museum M:ag'azincs 19-1:8 to 1957 ; a C'omprehensivc 
study of papermakers' watermarks; th e organization of the Boston University 
Phila te lic Library ; the posta l service of the Ruhl eben P. 0. Vl. ca mp in Berlin ; 
a topical article, " Anthropology on Stamps; " and a typical Ph.D. thesis dis­
srrtation , " A Sociologist 's View of th e Stamp Co ll ector," based on an u n­
fortunate definition. It was decid rd that an adult stamp co ll ec tor was a11 y per­
son JR years of age or· old er whose participation in stamp eoll ecting incl ndcd th e 
11 ctfrit !J of reg nlarl!J 1·e11ding one or more of lhc philatelic newspapers, maga­
zines, or associational organs (italics by reviewer ). Are :"' OU a Prospec tor, 
Hoinesteadcr, E x ploiter, or , as the author adm its, more likely "a mixture of 
elements, or perspect ives1" Or do you find yourself complete ly left out of the 
author 's ca tagories 1 Is this beca use of your " imperfect awareness . . . of th e 
logical implications in the pattern of (your ) behavior 1" 
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Th e value of' publishing this sociologist's dissel'tation in this rnlume is 
lloubtl'ul. Th e nine pages al lotted it could be used more profitabl~· in other 
wa~·s, such as bctte1· a na ngement of ii I ustrat ions . One ca n quickly dissociate the 
plate showing postal markings of the F ourth Regi ment L. S. l\I. C. from the 
a l'ticle it faces, " 'l'h e R egisfratw11 Starn ps of Panama;" but the photograph 
of th e Boston Univers ity Philatelic ]_, ibrnry, undesignated on the page on whicl1 
it appears, is downright confusin g to one reading in the fac ing article about 
space allowed for the setting up of an interna l post, complete ·with supplies, 
in the w ry interesting descri1)tion by Herman H erst, Jr., of " The Ruhleben 
Express Deliver~' of ·w orld '\Var I. " 

Congress Book 1961 in cludes brief mention of' Congress busin ess, notes on 
· · Oul' Authors· ' and an index to the 1n·evious ,·o l ume. I found the Table of 
Co ntents an adeq uate substitute !'or an index to this vol um e. ( Pamela 'l'aylor) 

/~'.rn1ys of th e India Proeisionals of 1925 by D. Hammond Gil es, M . B. K Pub­
lished b.'· the Philatelic Soc i ct ~· of India, 24-26 Dala l St., l•'o l't , Bombay 1, India. 
10 pag'('S with 3-t. illustrations. Price Rs.3.00 ($0.60 ) postage extra . 

This pamphlet giYes a detai led discussion and i 11 m;tra tes th e essays made 
during the preparation of the provisional surcharges on the sta mps of India 
<luring 1925. A number of different ty pes oi' surcharge were prepared in 
panes of twe lve subject;;, each different. Tl1 ese were distributed to th e persons 
charged with se lec tion and one set was sent to Kin g George V fo r the Royal 
Coll eet ion, London , En gland. 

l\lr . Gi les has made a very interesting and informative st ud~-, which is of 
great rnlue to th e Indian specialist. (If. D.S. II .) 

The C1111acla Basic Co talogne - 2nd Edition. B~· K. Bileski, Station B, 'Win ­
nipeg, Canada. Price $2.00. 

Once again , B il eski is pioneering. This ca ta Logue is rea ll.Y a bca uti [ ull~· 
printed, illustra ted pricelist. It includes a checklist for inYentory purposei,; and 
is right up-to-date through 1961. For the first time, the thrne great Elizabethian 
errors al'e adequately described a nd priced , as they exist . 

'l'he 125-page book is loaded with descriptions, opinions, anecdotes - e,·en 
a sample of 100 year-o ld laid paper , making it a verita ble handbook rather than 
a cata logue. 

This reviewer found it entertaining. But to the more stra ightla ced philate­
list who may disagree by wishing for much more, the bare listings, descriptions , 
and pricing st ill will be wor·th $2 .00, in this one reviewer's opinion. 

(Emannel R eggel) 

Harris USA / UX / B.,..-A Catalog, 2nd 1962 edition. Publishe<l b.Y IL E. H arris 
& Co., Boston 17, M.ass. 160 pp ., nea rly 2,000 illustrations, paper CO \'el'. Price 
35c postpaid. 

Since this is primarily a comm ercia l pl'ice list , let us see how one of the 
world 's largest stamp dea lers views the current American market. 

U.S . price changes are both up and down. Decreases are more in evidence 
than in previous years. Amon"' the 19th century and earlier 20th century 
issues, incr eases affect mainl y the higher-priced issues, with r elatively few 
chan ges in the med ium-priced and cheape r groups. A strong upward trend 
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continues for the 19th century reprints and re-issues, and modest gains arc r r­
fl cc ted for higher denomination Co lumbians and Trans-Mississippis. 

l•'rom 1922 on, a number of downward revisions appear . 
Scattered changes are seen in air mails, special delivc1·ics, and officials, but 

no significant trends. Postage dues show very few r evisions. 
f,imited changes al so prevail s among r eYenues, the addition of a frw new 

prices being th e most noticeabl e -feature. 
Newspapers r efl ec t consicl ernbl e activity, although most in cr eases are moder­

ate. F ew r eYisions occur in enYelope cut. squares, and only in air mail i-;. rsecl 
blocks and first da~· co\·ers do not appear OYcrl? active. Quite a few r eductions 
appear in mint sheets , especiail~' the more recent ones. 

Continuing strong demand for BNA stamps has mad e for man~· in creases 
in Canadian issues. An exce ption is the later mint issues, which show a mixture 
or dec lin es and upward revisions. 

Most of th ese United Nations issues have maintained th r ir previous ]e\·els, 
although a slight weakn ess has developed in several sets. 

Scott Catalogue numbers are used. 

Th e Canada Plate Block Catalogue - 5th Edition. By J(. Bileski, S tation B , 
Winnipeg, Canada. Price $3.00. 

This standard r efer ence work has been brought right up-to- the-minute by 
the editor , a list of collectors and dealers that reads like " Who 's "\Vho in 
Canadian Philateh-.'' 

Expanded to ~ver 100 pages, it is \vcll printed on hravil y coated stock with 
bea utiful illustrations. Th e text is informafo·c and the priers accurately refl ect. 
the present market. The use by permission of 8cott Catal og·ue numbers is to be 
eommended. The addition of a noYcl Yisual checklist syi-; tem allows :for the 
use of th e catalog as a }1andy inventory. 

Bileski has turned out a very useful job, well worth $3.00. (Ema1111el 
R eggel) 

Collectors Club Library 

WANT LIST 

'l'he S ffrawak J onrnal, Great Britain. Vol. I , Nos. 1--1, 19-17-19-18. 
Journal of Chinese Phila tely, ]_,ondon, England. Vol. V, Nos. 2 and -1, 

September 1957, January 1958. 
Bnlletin Philateliqne dn JYlidi, l\ilontpellier , France. Vol. XV, No. 15 , 

January 1955. 
Philatelic E xporter, London, England. March 1953. Mar ch 1954. 
The London Philatelist, London, England. Vol. XXVII, No. 314, F eb­

ruary 1918. 
The Australian Stamp Joitrnal, Sydney, Australia. Vol. VII , No. 

June 11, 1917. 
Osterreichische Briefmarken-Zeifong, Wien, Austria. Vol. I , Nos. 1 

and 4, 1951 ; Vol. II, Nos. 15-18, 1952 ; Vol. III, Nos. 6 and 12, 
1953 ; Vol. IV, o. 5, 195-1: ; Vol. V, No. 6, 1955. 
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The Library Committee reports the acquisition of the following : 

R educing L ett er Defous in l'osl Offices by R. l\I. Oliver and Aryeh H. Samuel. 
Published by the Uni,·ersity of California, Berkeley, Calif. Gift of l\'Ir . 
Robert (J . Stone. 

Philat elic Societies Year Book 1961-62, edited and publ ished. by The British 
Philatelic Association, l1ondon , England. Courtesy of th e publisher. 

Origenes de las '1.'res Primera::; Emi::;iones de las EstampiZZ.a::; "Escnelas" de 
11 enezueln by Dr. Santiago H ernandez Ron. Published by the author, Car­
acas, Venezuela. Gift o[ 1\lr. Allen H. Seed, Jr. (Spanish ) 

1.'he Giori Press by George Vv. Brett. Publisher, The Bureau Issues Association, 
In c., ·w est Somerville, l\lass. Courtesy of the publisher. 

0/anle!J Gibbons "'1.'wo R eigns" Postage Stamp Calalogne 1962. Stan ley Gib­
bons Ltd. , London, England. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Scott's fitondard Postage Htamp Catalogne 1958, Vol. II. Scott Publications, 
lnc., :New York, N. Y. Gift of M.iss Jean Fraser. 

A "M eli·ille" Bibliograph!J by L. N. and. l\i. Williams. Published by IL F . 
Johnson , I_jondon, England. Uift of the authors . 

.lfonthly B ullelin of the Floricln F ederation of Sfomp Club::;, 1953-1960. (Ji [t 
or l\fr. Henry M:. Spelman, III. 

Alplwbeliscli-topographisches Postreise-Handbuch fur den Oest erreichi::;ch en 
J\.11isers/ 1111t by Maximilian Friedrich Thielen. Be,· Tcndlcr und. \'On l\'Ian­
stcin, Vienna; Austria. 1827. (German ) 

Catalogue of the 1\'urnberg Exhibition 1961. Gift oJ l\[r. A11hur Salm. 
A Ifisfory of 0. B. Ship L ett ers, Supplement 3, by Alan v\T. Robertson. Pub­

lish ed by the author, Pinner, Middlesex, England. 
C:reat Britain Post Roads, Post '1.'owns and Postal Rates 1635-1839, edited and. 

published by Alan W. Robertson, Pinner, l\'Iiddlcscx, England. 
K essler's Catalogue of A erograms. Aerogram Cata logue Pub lishing Co., Inc., 

New York, N. Y. (lift of the publisher. 
l 'hi fat chc Lit erature. (lift of l\[rs. l\L C. Hoffman. 
{1 niled .!o,"11/ 'ions, 1958, 1959-60 Supplements, b.v Marian Carne Zirn;mcistcr. Van 

Dahl Publications, In c., Alban~-, Oregon. Courtesy of the publishcl' . 
8/m1lcy Oibbons Priced Catalogue of S tamps of Foreign Conntries 1905. Stan­

k.'· (: ibbons, Inc., New ·York, . Y. Gift of l\lrs. \Vil liam G. ·w ebb. 
8coll's /::llrmdard Postage Stamp Catalogue 1932. The Scott Stamp and Coin 

Co., Ltd. , New York, N. Y. Gift of Irs. William C. W ebb . 
\\'iener Briefm11rk en-J\.alalog Oslerreich 1948. Strauss & Krammer, Vienna , 

Austria. Uift of l\l r. i.Jouis E . Zell. 
A1tsfrian Philat elic Jonrnals. Oift of l\lr. Louis E . Zell. 
C. Z. 8. G. Philat elic Not es 1953-1955. Gift of l\'Ir. Howard Lee. 
Estndo das R eimpre::;soes de Selo::; Portngiieses by Jose da Cunha Lamas. Pub­

lisher, A . Molder, Lisbon, Portugal. (Portuguese ) 
Schweiz Nene W ege znr Erforschung der eiclgen ossischen Ausgaben 1850 ff. 

im Kreuzmuster by Dr. Fforbert 1\1.unk. Vcrband Schweizerischer Phil­
atelisten-Vereine. (German ) 

Die Dnrheim-Ausgab en Erganznngen iind B erichtigungen by Dr. H erbert l\Iunk. 
V crband Schweizerischer Philate listen-Vereine. (German ) 

Die Ausgabe Stehende H elvetia 1882-1907, edited and published by Ed. Rutti­
mann, Basel, Switzerland. (German) 

Die Briefmark en von Labnan by Hans von Rudolphi. Heft 2 der Schriftenreihe 
Neues Handbuch der Briefmarkcnkunde. Arbeitsgemeinschaft Neues Hand­
buch der Briefmarkenkunde KV., Frankfurt am Main , nermany. Courtesy 
of the publisher. (German) 
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1'he Local Posts of W este1·n Ansfralia by P. Golias. The Hawthorn Press, Mel­
bourne, Australia. Gift of the author. 

Twenty-Seventh Arnuican Philatelic Congress Book 1961, edited by Barbara 
R. Mueller. Publication of The American Philatelic Congress. Courtesy 
of Mr. Robert B . Brandeberry, Secretary. 

Topical Isrn es of 1961 With 1962 Catalog Numb ers, compiled by 0 . Frank 
Freednel'.American Topical Association , Milwaukee, vVis. Courtesy OL the 
publish er. 

A J>ock et Vo cabnlary of 20,000 E nglish, Malay and Dutch Words, compil ed by 
N. H elsloot. Ramsey, vVare Publishing Pty. J~td. , l\Celbourne. Gi f t of 
Mr. Nathan Hal s. 

D . S. Bolaffi's Ita ly Poslage S tamp S pecialized Catalogue 1962 . Philateli c 
Publishing Co., Torino, Italy. Courtesy of the pub lish er. 

Th e Chaton Two P en ce by Robson Lowe. Supplement to the Philatelic .Journal 
of Great Britain. (lift of the author. 

'J'h e Burean Specialist, Volume 32, 1961. Bound Volume. Gift of Mr. George 
R. lVL Ewing. 

600 Ji'a.Z.s che S t empel by ·willy vVolff, Berlin . Arbeitsgemeinschaft " Neues 
Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde. " Courtesy of the publisher. (German ) 

Philatelic Informant, compiled by Mrs. Alma McLing. Van Dahl Publications, 
Inc ., Albany, Oregon . Courtesy of the publisher. 

Civil War Commemorative lssne. Th e California Historical Society Quarterly. 
(lift of Mr. H. Lawrence Pool. 

1'i111ar11 100 Y ears of Postal S en·ices by R. D. J . Collins. Publisher, Lamie 
Franks, Christchurch , N. Z. Gift of Mr. S. R. Bennett. 

Congress l'opers 1955 Anckland. Federation of New Zealand Philatelic So­
eieties. , etc. (lift of Mr. S. R Bennett. 

Malaya Japanese Occupation by James lVL Gallatly. Published by 'fhe Regent 
Stamp Co., Ltd ., London, England. Courtesy of the publisher. 

Supplem ent 1962 Masden Israel Catalogu e, edited by E . H. Moshi , Louis S. 
Schulman and Leon Walters. Research Stamp Co., New York, N. Y . 
Courtesy of th e editors. 

'J'lie S lrm1ps of Ethiopia Handbook, Part l , b~- Ivan Adler and Ei·ik Sundberg, 
assistant author. Publisher, The Ethiopian Collectors Club, 'fonbridge, 
Kent , Great Britain. Gift of the author. 

Program of Gran de Semain e d' A via.lion de la Champagne, J nly 1910. Gift ol' 
l\tr. Ira Seebacher. (French) 

1'he S tandard Canadian Plate Block Catalogne, Fifth Edition. Revised and 
edited by K. Bil eski. Published by the author, Winnipeg, Canada. Cour­
tesy of the author. 

'J'li e Ca~wda Basic Catalog 1962, compi led and published b.'' K. Bil eski , Winni­
peg, Canada . Courtesy of the author. 

Philat elic Journals. Gift -0f Mr. Charl es L. Horn. 
N ener Gan zsachen-Katalog, 7 Lieferung, edited by \Valter Beckhaus. Berliner 

Ga nzsa chen-Sammler-Vereins, Berlin. (German ) 
Philatelic Journals. Gift of Mr. Robert G. Stone. 
Postage Stamps Willi D esigns of Yugosla v M edici11(tl Plants 1961. Gift of Mr. 

H enry Kra emer . 
Die Briefmark en i ·on Modena by Hans von Rudolphi. Hef t 3 der Schriften­

reihe Neues Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde. Arbeitsgemeinschal't Neues 
Handbuch der Briefmarkenkunde E. V., Frankfurt am Main , Germany. 
(G erman ) 

Topical Digest No. 4, edited by .John H enry Richter. American Topical Asso­
ciation , Milwaukee, V.Tis. Courtesy of the publisher . 

Philatelic Jonrnals. Gift of Mr. Albert Philip Cohen. 
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The Clubhouse 
Meeting of March 21, 1962 

U.S. P. 0 . and Bureau Night 

8t1111/ey l fodziewich, curator of th e Post OHice Department , opened the 
program with some prefatory remarks t hat had a stL"ong overtone of aggrieved­
ness. "'Before one hastily ca tegorizes a new stamp b~· saying ' it stinks ' it ought 
to be r emember ed the Burea u manufactures 30 billion stamps annually as well 
as being responsible for th e printing of money, bonds and t.ax sta mps. " " Re­
member, no matter wher e you go, you ca n always get a sta mp," he emphasized. 

" This tremendous task is possibl e beca use th ere are men behind the scenes 
dedica ted to what th ey produce. Om s~'mposium will :introduce some of th ese 
men to you tonight and th ey will attempt to show just a very small part of wha t 
the~- mn:;t do before the f inished product reaches you, th e public . Pl ease believe 
me wh en I say this symposium was decades in th e making, both what we have 
learned and will show you tonight and what went into th e p lannin g to present it 
as clearly as we know how. ' ' 

Frn;ik G. Uhler, assistant d irec tor of th e Bureau of Engraving and Print­
ing, was th e first speaker. It was r evea led that th e Bureau, fo und ed in 1862, 
toda~- employs 3,000 peopl e. Part of its staggerin g load is the printing of a 
billion and a half a year in currency. To ga in a small conception of this " run," 
the cunenc.r would stack 94 miles in 11 eight. Th e Bureau 's output in stamps 
would engirdl e the earth 15 times or , lin early extend 120,000 mil es out beyond 
the moon. This, Mr. ·chl er stated, was possibl e in r ecent yea rs due to a com­
pl ete changeover in the Bureau, meaning th e introduction of new techniques, the 
em· ision i11 g and execution of new proj ects and wit11 many more in the planning 
stage and on the dr awing board, a ll of ambitious stature. This could only have 
been accomr lished beca use th e oHieia ls, while primarily concerned with the 

Stanley Hodziewich (left) , Curator, U. S. Post Office Department and Norman Todhunter, 
artist, member of the U.S. Post Office Department's Citizens Advisory Committee. (All 
photos by Adrien Boutrelle) . 
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physical production of their printed output, at the same time had a nry genuine 
interest in the nation 's stamp program. As a Bureau official , he, for one, be­
li e\'ed these de\·oted officials had been instrumental in laying a fine foundation 
for Juture stamp programs for year s to come. 

Mr. Uh ler drew a laugh by depreciating his ex pertness, ex plaining that" an 
expert is one who is more than 50 miles from home.'' H e scored his major 
point, however , which was a subtle dig at any who may believe that the Bureau 
has nothing whatsoever in the world to do but just print stamps whose designs 
am th!' nc plus in art and, wonder of wonders, meet with th e approval of all, 
even those who say, " I don 't know an:•thing about art but I know what I like." 

Mr. Ilodziewich, no longer winded, charged back to the fra:· to explain how 
th e stamp designs are selected b.Y th e Citizens Stamp Ad\·isor.r Committee, a 
grnup whose duties over and beyond picking the design and the color embraces 
c\·cn a selection of those e\'Cnts to be philatelicall.Y com memorated . 

lt was not apparent to this reporter whether this was a fo rm of publieity , 
washing the Post Office Depa rtment ·s hand of the whol e busin ess or not. Bu t 
it was made rather clear that if th ere was criticism as to design , color, subject 
matter or whatever, it is not the Bureau or even th e Post Of fi ce Department 
that is at fault. Perhaps, at th at point , some discm;sion might have been in 
order as to just what qua lificat ions, if an:-, ar e mandatory for selection to this 
a(l\-isor,r committee, and just who is r esponsible for making the se lect ions but 
this was a subject dipl omati ca ll:· skirted. There were those ther e, however , 
who \\·ould haYe welcomed a short skirmish on this phase. But it was not to be 
beca use lVl.r. Ilodziewich quickl:· passed the baton to Norman Todhunter. 

l\lr. Todhunter is both a member of this Citizen 's Committee and one of t]1 c 
artists whose work is se lected for sta mp design. ·whil e this in no way detracts 
from l\lr. Todhuntel' ·s ability to fulfill these assignm ents, it does place him i1t 
the somewhat untenabl e position of either voting for or against his own stamp 
designs. 

H e discussed some of the al't pl'oblems facing the artist in prepari1w a 
suitable stamp design. "A stamp," he explains, " must have 1. effective vis

0

ual 
statement ; 2. appropl'iatc a rt style, 3. organic unity ; 4. uniqueness. By c[fcc­
tive visual statement is meant that a sta mp must have a swift, graphic message. 
Jt must be a mature art form telling a story. 

lVlr . Todhunter offered the ' ·Space'' stamp as an example of one with cr­
fr ctive visual statement with its feeling of th e vastness of space. Appropriate 
art ~tyl e means th e ·election of the mode or representation which can run the 
g-amut from exact r epresentation all the way through to abstraction . The fo r­
mer neeqs the latter for strength , the latter needs the former for meaning. As 
exam pl es of representational or literal stamp designs he suggested the New Mexico 
and the Charles Evans Hughes issues. As an abstn1cted design he stated the 
\.Vorkman 's Compensation ·tamp was abstract in idea suggesting the themes o[ 
equality and justice. 

On the subject of organic unity, '1r. Todhuntel' said th is could be achieved 
in several ways. What is needed, however , is a dominating motif which may or 
may not be augmented by a secondar y and, in some cases, even a tertiary element 
of intel'est complemented by a single type style. As sampl es, he selected such 
sim ple, clear , even strong stamps as the 1958 Gardening stamp, the Fort Du­
<1uesne ( ·5 ) and the P etrol eum Industry ( '59). 

OE uniqueness, 'Ir. Todhunter had to wrestle hard est at making his point. 
Tn effect, it means the successful selection of a design that is imaginative and 
exc itin g, one that strives to be different than any other design. This means the 
avoidanee of th e stereotyped design cli che. lVLr. Tod hunter cited the Nursing 
stamp as one with this q uaMy while admitting the stamp was " controversial. " 
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H e ruefully ad mitted that all these foul' qualities wer e desirabl e in eYery des ign 
but rarely does an? one stamp boast all l'om" H e pointed out that th e But'eau 
wa;,; to be complimented fo r the Remington stamp in that he never thought t lw 
se lected design would ever come off successfull~- - For one thing it mea nt crop­
ping Remington 's original to get it within the hardly ideal setup and the late 
Mr. Remin gton wa.<; regrettab ly unavailabl e for help. 

Of the 48-star flag stamp, Mr. Todhunter also offered kudos explaining, 
parenthetically, this ~w as not of the Committee's selec tion since it antedated the 
Co mmittee 's fo rmation. 

l\lr. Todhunter then howed a sl ide of his drawing for the forthcoming 
J,ouisiana comm emorative, a strong lookin g stamp which it may safely be pre­
dicted will excite a large number of pros and cons in th e critiques it will receive. 
It depicts a Mississippi riverboat silhouetted against a sinking sun, with a cy­
press dripping Spanish moss as a strong tertiary point of inter est in the left 
l'orcground and huge lettering beneath th e design r eading " Louisiana " as a 
secondary point of interest. The sidewhee ler is somewhat smallel' than might 
otherwise have been the case if the lettering wer e small er and this has already 
pl'ovokecl displeasure by critics whose qualifi cations a.re not exactly demonstrabl e. 

Explaining his Louisiana design, Mr. Todhunter r evealed he had toyed with 
n .fohn IJaFittc design but jettisoned it on realizing it might appear, then, as a 
sta mp hon oring l:.iaFitte rather than Louisiana. For similar reasons , a pelican, 
mindful that Louisiana is th e " P elican State" also was conceived , then sacked, 
beca use it would look too murh like a wildli fe stamp. So a composite was made 
from pi ctures of many packets and these wer e tried in various formats -
vertical and horizontal and with the boat going left and right. H e also con­
·~rnlted with David Lidman, a member of the Committee and eventual agreement 
was reached on the design, even to its garish orange sun sinking in the right 
background. The dark central silhouette, it was explained , gave th e design 
st l'cngth an<l to achie\'e this silhouetted effect, th e sinking sun had to be ther e. 
'l'h e large secondary motif - the lettering - is pl easant enough , if ta ken from 
c·ontext, since it is in the pecul arly ornate but contemporary sty le o{ Louisiana 
a century Ol' HO ago. 'IVh eth er or not it is overpowering, as Mr. Todhunter 
pl aced it , remains for each to decide upon the stamps appearance. 

Henb en JC Barrick, assistant chief, Office of Engraving and Plate Making, 
th en took the floor. H e made his points in staccato rapidity and incisively. 
Th e Bureau is pressed fo r time which is money ... it must meet deadlines -
often a great challenge beca use of the short time permissible. Stamp designs 
originate eith er in the Post Office Department or in the Committee. The 
Bureau to meet the afornmcntioned challenge must have as its effective CO l'C 

cooperat ion, ingenuity and resourcefulness. 
On getting its design, it then makes one or more models which are sub­

mitted for approval. Th en the work goes to the designing room ·where all have 
" lea rned to think small ," mea ning they have learned to think in the displa~· 
area afforded by the smface of a stamp. "vVe find, Mr. Barrick explained, 
that on reducing these designs r educed art often multiplies our problems. A 
stamp is a miniature, not a poster. As a poster, lt may be beautiful, when 
reduced - nothing. 

'' After the model is 0. K. 'eel, we must then make the design in steel, Mr. 
Barrick," continued. This is th e hardest part of making stamps, also the most 
exciting. The die when finished will represent, quite of ten , the best talents 
ol' more than one artist. Of the artists, each a specialist in some form (lettering, 
v ign ettes, portraiture) tl1 e.r must have to start their profession with drafting 
ability , a touch of mathemati cs, patienc·e and extreme adaptability. Given these 
qualities, tlw~· ma~· then stal't a long appn'n1·icesl1ip - a minimnm of seven years 
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of intensive training to acquire by then only the basi c elements of engTaYing. 
Three more :·ea rs of intensive work at th e Bureau follows durin g which time 
the apprentice attends an accredited art school at night. This explains, Mr. 
Banick emph asized, why there are so few men in th e world today qualified to 
perform high qua lity work. He added that each engraver has his own style, 
i·ceognizable by others, and so distinctive that even th e original engraver cannot 
dup lica te his own work and certainly no other is rapable of such duplication. 
This, for one, he exp lains, is an immeasurabl r and useful quality for th e l'. S. 
Seerct Service in suppressing counter feiting. 

And so the high quality of this t:'pe of work even though it ca nnot be 
speeded up or automaJed justifies and demands its use. H e contrasted this 
sam e ages-old, painstaking production technique to th e fact that every other 
step in the printing process has been speeded up and will continue to advanec 
a long such lines. 

Next th e pl ate. Making plates is exacting but the process has changed and 
is changing and is becoming more mechanical. But it still requires integrity ­
as much as makin g th e original die. This though as many as 400 stamps may be 
transferred into a single printing plate. This is made after th e die has been 
hardened in a chemica l bath at a t emperature of 1550° F for a period of J 2 
minutes, th en quenching it in a 8-10 % brine solution . 

'l'h e die is placed in a transfer pre.·s and a soft steel roll rocked over its 
sul'face under extreme pressure until each line of the engr aved die is perfectly 
formed in relief. The roll is hardened, placed on a transfer press and as many 
subjects ar e th en transfe red to a plate as required. A series oE ensuing JH'OC­

esses fo llow in cluding th e removal of burrs caused by transfer pressure, addi­
tion of electric eye dashes, the pantographing of numbers, proving, machining, 
bending, hardening, chroming and final mounting on a 13" diameter cylindei· 
for printing 2-up on a Cottr ell web-fed printing press. 

Once, Mr. Barrick recalled, it was necessary by flat-bed printing to pass 
through th e press once for each color used and by using a different plate for 
each color. Thus each plate had to be separ a tely made and each plate 11 ecded 
a separately-made die first and the tmnsferring of all required perfect posi­
tioning so that each color would register with the others. 

With the advent of the Giori press with its use of but a single plate, brand 
new plate making problems arose. The C:iori requires a plate electrolytica lly 
formed of nickel and copper. 'l'his necessitates making a steel master plate by 
th e transfer process first. Instea d of processing this steel plate for printing, 
it is placed in a nickel bath and an "a lto" is elect rolyti cal ly deposited on its 
face. The alto, th en separated from the master, has the same properties as does 
the roll in that the lines on it<> surface ar e in relief. The alto is placed in a 
ni ckel bath , then a bath of cop per to produce an electrolytic printing plate that 
is th e exact r eproduction of the steel ma.'iter plate. This plate is planed to a 
specified .060 thickness. Th e speaker added that after much experiment and 
engineering new techniques now enable the Bureau to produce a much superior 
all-nickel plate. 

A slide was shown of a new web multicolor press (intaglio printing) which 
·will soon be designed and constructed. l\fr. Barrick envisions many complexities 
in making plates for this press due to the compl exities of multicolor work. In 
fact, th e Bureau is already working on some of these problems. 

H e said the Burea u anticipates a two-component press, each component 
printing three colors from one plate. The second component will print in the 
same manner as the first except tha t the images from the engraved plates of the 
second component will transfer first to a rubber blm1kct from which the images 
will be imprinted on the paper in relief. 
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Frank G . Uhler, assistant director, Bureau of Engraving and Pr intin g , (left) an d Victor 
S. McCloskey , Jr., designer of the Bureau of Engrav in g and Printi ng . 

A third unit has a lso b een considereJ, this also capabl e oi' intaglio printin g 
in thl'ee colors. The compl ex ity of this press is such l\Ir. Barrick beli eves it 
entirely possible no firm price for it will be quoted, and therefore, no contra ct 
awarded. The Bureau does not have th e power to negotia te a contract. H e 
emphasized that the seco nd unit, as has been erroneously stated, will not be n. 
photolithographic or letter press process. This press will need two dies and each 
die will be engraved to print its allotted co lors and r egister with th e other die. 

Since the printing from the second compon ent will be indirect, the die for 
this plate must be engraved to read in reverse of normal procedure. 

All this will require control of engraving, layout of plates, transferring, 
electrolytic plate making and ma chining which will compensate for any dis­
tortion oi' paper or peculi arities of the press. Wow ! 

These plates must also be mounted on the impression cylind er to al low for 
continuous web printing as opposed to present sheet printing. This, in itscl I', 
l\'11'. Barrick commented, wou ld be a ' ·major achievement." 

The speaker then touched upon some of the problems that arose wh en the 
Bureau was asked, for th e first time, to print the Arizona Statehood stamp whi('h 
had to bl eed left a nd right. This required transferring a i·ow of 10 stamps 
with no space between them, a totally new idea in the transferrin g process. 

To accomplish this the original die was engraved in the regu lar manner . 
A roll was taken from the die and two stamps transferred into another die side 
by side in the corr ect step for printing. The engraver then continued the 
vignetting between the two subjects, joined them with a completely engr aved 
surface. In the normal transferring of a commemorative stamp, its longer 
dimension follows the roll 's circumfer ence. In this instance, the roll had to be 
taken across the stamps. The two subjects were transferred to start the row. 
Since both stamps were reproduced from the original die and were identical, 
the first subject of the roll was placed in the second subj ect oi' the plate. The 
second roll subject could then form the third plate subject. This was repeated 
again and again to the final subj ect . Separate cuttin gs were made in the roll 
to fit into the engraving to complete each end of the row so that all 10 stampR 
wer e identi cal. This issue proved a success but, of course, Mr. Barrick pointed 
ont , wa s possible only because of its design. H e pl'Omised more nnd more experi-
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menting in order to broaden the f ield since few designs could , at the present 
time, be adapted to this method. 

" In the changes we have made and in the changes that will eventually 
develop, the quality and security of any printing must neYer be compromised, · ' 
he warn ed in conclusion. 

Victor S . McCloskey, Jr., president of the Engravers Guild 'l:rnd a designer 
for the Bureau, spoke next. Slides he presented 8howed 8ome of the engravrrs at 
work - Charles Chi ckering, 15 years with the Bureau; -Willia m IC. Schra ge, 
25 yea rs; Robert Miller and others. H e explain ed how an engraver goes to 
work. His model is usually about five tim es stamp size. It may be nothing 
more than a toned water color, a pen, ink or pencil sketch. It is the engraver 's 
task to transfer this artwork into line work. 

A reduced photograph is made of the model and forwarded to the Post­
master General in a folder. A large photo of th e model is made for study b)· 
the engraver. Occasionally a model will fail on reduct ion. Time is lost 
and more time needed for a new model. Time is needed for resear ch - perhaps 
a whole week. Th er e may be new roughed models, r evised models of same, 
even, sometimes an entirely new start is necessary. In the case o-f: the 48-star 
Flag th e design had to be practically designed for the Giori press on which it wa s 
prin ted. This was true for th e Remington, as well , str essing the subject and 
keeping lettering to a minimum. 

Mr. McCloskey sounded no note of exultation in saying very few designs 
arrived needing nothing more than just reduction. Very many need, above all , 
a change in proportion. Croppin g leaves th e artist unhappy. Yet t he en­
gravers ver y often wil l get nothing but the roughest o-f: sketches. H e pointed 
out that th e sketch for th e Alaska Statehood stamp was so poor even th e map 
was out of proportion. Sometim es th e artist fa ils to r ealize the r eduction must 
be made. Norman Rockwell, for exampl e, was glad to revamp l1is drawing for 
the Boy Scout stamp wh en th e original was r educed and th e scout embl em be­
hind th e scout 's hand made it appear as if the boy was holding a bouquet when 
th e entire sketch was r educed. 

Mr. McCloskey sounded a brave note in predicting that all efforts in th e 
future by th e Bureau and the Post Office Department would have their reward 
in '' many beautiful stamps.'' 

Following th e agonies of design selection , Charles A. Brooks held forth 
on the engravin g. In trod need as an "engraver par exce l I en cc" he explained 
that th e lettering is usually placed on a die first , th en the picture is bl ocked in 
at which point the die is about 30% finished . Then the lines are strengthened 
by a series of lines, dash es, dots, com bi nation of crossings and inner work 

Mr. Brooks showed slides showing his progressi\·e work in making a steel 
die portraying President Kennedy, an assignment that is undertaken for each 
n ew president. These portraits are always a.bout five in ches tall. First a 
tracing is made on celluloid with a wide stee l point. This is wax coa tcd, t r ans­
ferred to steel and the die then stained so that it become possible to mark in 
direction lines. These ar e cut in lightly with a graver. After a month of hard 
work, the lightly laid-in first impression is complete. 

Then there is nothing to do but to go back over the entire work strength­
ening lines, putting in color by deepening lines, then the crossings are made 
for the flesh and the material of the coat. " W e have to work the whole thing 
up in color just as would an artist working in oil. The object is never to have 
to lighten any line, always to deepen and darken.'' 

Fol lowing th e designing and the engraving ca me the expert on printing, 
James A. Conlon, chief, Office of Currency and Stamp Manufa cturing, a highly 
articulate and abl e speaker who qni 0kl y drew an analogy of' th e Bureau 's ·work 
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Charles A. Brooks (left) , e ngraver , Bureau of Engraving and Printing. (Right) James 
A. Conlon , chief, Office of Currency and Stamp Manufacturing . 

Re uben K. Ba rrick 's photograph could not be taken on the night of March 21 , 1962 here 
at the Collectors Club, because the as sistant chief, Office of Engraving and Plate Man ­
ufacturing spoke a lmost entirely with color slides when the meeting room was darkened . 

to Colon el Glenn's orbital flight. " "\\Then Colonel Glenn was locked in his 
('apsule and the countdown commenced, he was a ·sured by his colleagues but it 
was Glenn who had to JH'O\'e if it were literally true that the die was cast. 

' ·We are in Glenn 's position. There can be no changes once the printing 
starts. vV e work on extremely close deadlines. In fact, more so than other 
printcl's and with no room for error . H this were recognized by the pub lic 
there would be more sympath.' ' ii: not less criticism of our output." 

l\1 L'. Con lon said he was ,·cr y much like the proud father who" just happens 
to ha ,·c a picture handy of Ji is o l'l'spring." "But in il sense, " he added i·e­
rledi\'C·l.Y, " I guess ,,.e arc really the mother even if we do happen to haYc the 
piC'lurcs hand~- . " 

There l'ollowed some tecl1nical information on the presses being used. The 
CottrPl I is a high-speed :; i11 g lc-eolor ,,·cb press with a screening cleYice pcr­
m itting speeds as high as 150 l"cet pct· minute. These speeds arc achicYed 
s1wsm0Llica ll y enabl ing the press then to slow clown for printer's examination 
whil e the rest of the web catches up. This press, of course, uses a rotary 
<·ylinder which is inserted into the ,,·eb. Abete guage measures the weight o[ 
t hr g- um (gum - not glue, it was strrssecl ) . "Uum " said Mr. Conlon , · 'can be 
taken ns issued, or left , accordin g to the section of the country you query. 
Some likP it , some do not. Some insist the bland flaYor is dista.steful and sug­
gest a fla,·oring- - an)'th in g :from maple s~Tup to bourbon whisk.v." 

Also touched upon, but YCl',\' bl'iefly were dcxtrinc for the gumming, the 
ink mill , manul'actnre of coil stamps, fi 1·st on a small, laborious ly slow foot-pedal 
machine som ething like a Singer sewing machin e and now they are produced 
on special high speed equipment. 

Then came the high spot of the evening, the discussion of the Giori press. 
l\lr. Conlon revealed that when this monster first arrived at the Bureau, 

those wol'king on it were considered by the others as second-class . 'l'his attains 
no longP r. Ro challengin g is t he Uiori even a man with 50-yea,rs experience 
Yo lunt pc• rcd to work on it. Tt was original ly bought as a prototype for experi­
mentation and for other purpose:; than the production of stamps. Its potential 
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for bi-color an<l multicolor was soon i·ealize<l. Thus, it was purchased in May 
1957. Immediately, a telephone order was rccei ve<l for the 48-star flag stamp 
\\"hic-h had to be rea d~· for sale on July -±th. In consternation , th e problem was 
c-o nfronte<l with the following assets: one man who had 10-clays of observational 
experience only. " Yet the stamps were produced on time," Mr. Conlon said 
J>rou<lly. 

'' Y ct we mad e mistakes and we learned as we made them. vVe had <L 

prnbl em of ink drag in the beginning, a product of inex perience. This because 
we Jed left to right. Today we do it from right to left and there is no problem. 
]11 ra ct , we now even use this very property to advantage. 'l'h e Remington, so 
Jar, is the ultimate in our use of the Giori. It ha five colors, three primaries 
an<l two others bl ended by this use of ink drag. 

" W e attained such success our press was running 24 hours a <lay until we 
purchased a. second. This merely upped our orders. H owever , we solved fin<lin•T 
time for experiment by literally running it 26 hours a clay, this by overlapping 
I u nch hours, and shif ts. 

" Th e press has three rollers, th e top printing yellow, the middl e, r ed, the 
bottom blue. Th e roll ers have raised dots placed on th em by a pantographic 
t.'·pc rnutcr with mi cl'Oscopic register. An intaglio plate is inked al l at once, 
no scrubbing being possibl e after the inking. There is, however , a wipi11g roller 
mad e of special!.'· prepared gelatine which rides in a tank of trich lorethyl enc. 
The actual wiping is done by the rolls at speeds slightly less than press spccu. 
This crea tes a cl ipping act ion and the ink is literally clipped from the p la te. 
Th e plate is cleaned by the chemical bath and comes ba ck around again clea n 
fo r its next inking. '' 

Th e eYenin g " ·otmd up with :Mr. Hodziewich in a triumph ant moo<l , sure 
l1is glittering array of experts had made it unquestionably clear that in light 
of the volume of om printing, we are getting first class work from A to Z. But 
he aga in reminded us that "rs tink " is the unkindest epithet of a ll. 

Th e wall fram es were fi lled with any number of prize items fro m the Post 
Office Department's cache o I' origina l drawings , photos, <li e proofs, impcrfora tc 
sh ee ts and all the other gems the Department so dearly loYes to trot out to show 
" ·hat a specialized c-ollcction ought to look like i [ a ll this material came up 
occasionally as a mystery Jot at a stamp auction. ( lra ;)eebacher) 

At the Board of Governors Meetings held from October, 1961 through March , 1962, 
the following new members were elected: 

-!824 \Villiam E. Simmonds, J ac kson , l\Iich. Collects France; R.)t.1k:·u Islands. 
4825 1\frs. Christine S. Puckett, Gadsden, Ala. Collects United States. 
-!826 Lt. Col. Bill Bryan, Harl em, M:ont. Collects 1\lorocco. 
-1-827 Edwin H. Pickop, Honolulu, H awaii. Coll ects Australia, New Zealand. 
-1- 28 'William H. Russell, 1\lelrose, l\Iass. Co llects Canada and Provinces. 
-!829 Robert C. Williams, Jr., Hort Benning, Ga. Coll ects France, Monaco. 
4 30 George Shimmerlik, Port \Yashin gton, N. Y . Coilects France, Italy, 

Benelux, Germany, I sr ael. 
-1-831 J oseph E. Fole~-, Baltimore, M:<l. Collects Ireland, Southern Rhodesia. 
-1-832 Gerald Robert, l\Iontrea l, Canada . Coll ects Canada. 
-1-833 s ,·encl Yort , Chey~- Chase, 1\ld. Coll ects Scandinavia, Ireland . 
4 ' 3-1- Gerald H. Grudgings, Loughborough, England . Collects United States 

1851-61. 

(Continued on page 154) 
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Auditor's Report 

T ll E COLL ECT OHS CLU U. l NC. 

BALA CE SH EET 

OECEMB EH. 31, 1'161 

ASSET S 
CURRENT FUNDS : 

Cash in Hanks 
l11en1ical Bank N e w Y ork Tru :-;t Co1np:..u1y 
8ean1an·s Bank for Saving::; 
Bowery Sa,·ings Bank 

P etty Cash Fund 
Due from Adver tiser s 
Prepaid lnsurance 
Deposit· with Post Office, etc. 

TOTAL CURRENT FUND S 

PLANT INVESTMENT: 
H eal ]<;,late 
·Furniture and Equip111e11l 
Librar y 

TOTAL PLANT INVESTMENT 
OTH ER FUNDS: 

House H eplace 111 enl Fund: 
.\l a rk etabl e Securities 

(Markel Value $22 .716.45) 
Cash-Sea111an' s Bank for Savings 

J . Brae Chittenden "?llemorial Fund: 
Mar ketab le Securi ti es 

(Mar k el Valu e $10,344 .42) 
Cash -Seaman's Bank for Savings 

;l,I ;;1;.111 
·1.219.58 

33l.:l2 

$21,fiOG. 1·3 
J ,.l •IU.15 

$ 7 ,02G. l7 
87. 85 

-----
Th eodore E. Steinway l\femorial 

Publica tion s Fund: 
Cash-Manhattan Savings Bank 

l nRuran ce F u nd: 
Cash-Bowery Savings Bank 

Life ~r embership Fund: 
Cash-Uowery Savings Bank 

TOTAL OTHER FUND S 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIE S AND CAPITAL 
CURR ENT FUNDS: 

.\l ember ship Dues Hecch·ed in , \ chance 
Federal and State l n com e Taxes 

\ ntheld from Employees 
Social Security Taxes Payable 

H.eserY es: 
For Contingencies 
For Anticipated Street A ti::;e::;::; 111 enl::; 

::;urµlus-Currenl Funds-

TOTAL CURRENT FUNDS 

PLANT INVESTMENT : 
Jm·estm en t in Plant 

TOTAL PLANT INVESTMENT 

OTHER FUNDS : 
Hou se R eplace111 ent F u nd 
J. B r ace C h ittenden lVl e111o r i a l Fund 
T heodor e E . Stei nway M emorial Pub l ica tion s Fund 
Insurance F u nd 
Life M ember sh i p Fund 

TOTAL OTHER FUNDS 

~.(Ji lli . Ill) 
2,GOU.00 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL 

$ 

$ 

$ 

7,70G.9l 

50.00 
l ?:l.49 
5~3.82 
\J0.00 

G~J, 780. 87 
17,5112.fi7 
31J.29:ur; 

23,U54.GU 

8,U l ·l. 02 

6, ·156.87 

1, 000 .00 

500.00 

17:1.40 
123 .81 

5,500.UU 

2.389.IJU 

$117,576 .89 

$ 23,054.60 
8,014. 02 
6,456.87 
1,000.00 

500.00 

8,51<1. 22 

ll 7, ri 7G.89 

39,02'3. •19 
-----
$165, 116.GO 

$ 8,514.22 

117;576.89 

39,025.49 

$165.116 .60 
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NEW MEMBERS (Continued from page 152) 

-:1:835 Jan Renski, Kew, Australia. Collects Postal History of Gcnnauy, 
Eul'Ope. 

-:l:S36 'fhornas \V. Priester, Bettendorf, Iowa. Collects 19th Century ullitc<l 
States. 

-:1:837 Charl es J. P edersen, Salem, N. J . Coll ect-; Locals world-wide. 
-:l:S3S David L. Jarrett, Wheat Ridge, Colo. Co llects Colorado Statehood and 

4S39 
-:l:S-:1:0 
-!SH 
-:l:S42 
-:l:S-:1:3 
-!SH 

Territorial covers. 
Clyde Jennings, Jr. , Lynchburg, Va. Col lects United States. 
Joseph Martin Simons, 1\'lerchantville, N. J. Collects U. S. Air 1\lail. 
Irwin Bloomfield, Brooklyn, N. Y. Collects Sports and Scouts. 
v\Tilliam G. Brecht, Elmont, . Y. Coll ects Sports stamps. 
Clarence E. Taft , Columbus, Ohio. Col lects United States, Norway. 
Frederick Quentin Farr, Elizabeth, N. J". Collects Sports, Liberia, Ucr­
many, Austria, Saar. 

-:l:S-:1:5 Richard A. \Vaite, Jr. , Altamont, N. Y. Collects Postal History, British, 
French, a11cl Portuguese Colonies. 

4S46 Paul H. Silverstone, New York, N. Y. Collects British Commonwealth, 
Iraq , Postal Stationery. 

-:l:S-:1:7 S. K. Stryker, Oradell, N. J . 
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND SURPLUS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1961 
INCOME 

)[ernber ship Dues 
rnte r es t- Savings Dank Accounts 
Con tri bu tions 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
Offi ce 
Club Aclivilies 
House 
Library 

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 
Cost of P ublish ing 

LESS: 
Advertising 
Subscription s 
Sales 

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURES 

SURPLUS- January 1, 1961 

SURPLUS-December 31, rn61 

:>.24 (i:56 
1 G9 .50 
600.00 

CHIRNSIDE, ROBERTS AND LANG STON 
Accountants and Auditors 

380 M adison Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

$ 17.51JfJ. !fl 
2-;;7.2 1 

5.394.93 

<1.400. 81 
~ . 909.54 
7,485. 74 
2. 736.89 

$ 8,989.43 

4.0 16.06 

$ 23, 152.24 

17,532.98 

$ 5,6 l9 .26 

4.9n. :11 

645 .89 

1. 74 3.20 

$ 2,389.09 

)larc h n. 19Ul 
Th ee Col lccto r s Club, :Inc. 
N e w York, New York 

vV e have examined th e llalance Shf>et of the Coll ector s C lub, Inc . a s of U ece lllber 31 . 1%1 
and the Statement of Operations and Surplus for t h e year then ended a nd ha\•e exalllined o r 
tested accounting record s of the C lu b to the ext,,nt w e cons id ered n ecessary. 

The Club does not charge d epreciation o n the property and equipment nor does th e Cl ul~ 
r ecord in its accounts gifts other th an cash and marketable securities. Except for these 
prac ti ces. the accompany in g Balance Sheet a nd Statement of Operations a nd Surplus in our 
opinion present fairly th e position of The Coll ector s C luo, Jnc. at December 31, 1961 and t h e 
r esults of operations for the year t h en ended in conformity with g en erally accepted accounting 
principl es. 

V ery truly yours, 
CHlH.NSlDE, HOUEHTS & LANGSTON 
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AFGHANISTAN (Continued from page 136) 
le l't corner and the normal legend is loca ted at top center. The stamps were 
issued on ,Jun e 23rd in sheets of 30 (5x6 ), lithograph ed on thin white wove 
paper, perfor ated 11. A printing of 20 ,000 set<> was official ly r eported. 

512 Fig. 90 35+ 15 poul violet brown 
a imperf pair 

G13 Vig. 90 165+15 poul rose pi11k 
a imperf pair 

1959 I'ashtotmis lan Day 

Tl1 e rath er hectic design scene shows a group of Pashtoun s, compl ete with 
drumrnen;, engaged in a tribal dance. The basic inscription is omitted but th e 
standard legend appear s at the top. The stamps were issued in sheets of 30 
(5x6 ) , lith ograph ed on medium white wove paper and perforated 11. An 
officia l report stated 20,000 se ts wer e printed. 

516 Fig. 91 35+ 15 poul light gray-green 
a imperf pair 

517 Fig. 91A 16G+1G poul deep yellow 
a imperf pair 

1959 United Nal 'ions Day 

'l'his design is r a th el' inte1·estin g, in th ese days of ultra-rapid transportation , 
with th e central figure of a mounted Afghan sowar bearing the U. N. flag 
attached to his lance . Basic inscription " I " appears beneath. There is no 
legend. A constant va riety occups on Position #14 of the 165 poul value plate 
wherein the right fo releg of th e }1orse is missing. The stamps wer e issued in 
sheets of 30 (6x5 ), lithograph ed on medium white wove paper and irregularly 
perforated 11. They were valid f rom October 24th through the 26th. A 
printing of 50,000 sets was official ly r eported. 

518 Fig-. 92 35+15 poul deep yellow 
a imperf pair 

519 Fig. 92 16G+ 1G poul light bluish green 
a imperf pair 
b foreleg of horse missing 
c as b, imperforate 

(To Be Continued) 
4848 Edward Paul Bender , vVoo<lsi<le, N. Y. Coll ects United States Ail' Post, 
Uruguay, Philatelic Literat ure. 

48-1-9 H ellmut A . Boker , New York, N. Y. Collects Europe unused . 
4850 Arthur A. Bateman, Jr. Orlando, Fla. Coll ects China. 
-1-851 Raymond L . Buse, Jr ., Cin einnati , Ohio. Coll ects world-wide. 
4852 John A . Young, Jr ., Devon, P enna. Coll ects Baden, Old German States, 

Uermany . 
.J-853 H erbert N. Del\!Ioss, Baltimare, l\Ld. Coll ects United States . 
.J-85-l 'William N. l\Lead, Philadelphia , Pa . Collects Air l\!Iail. 
4855 Dr. Soma Kurtis, Detroit , Mich. Collects, Ital y, Europe 19th and 20th 

Century Postal Stationery, Old c: erman States. 
-l8G6 J ames I.1. Darnell , Kara chi , P akistan. Co ll ec ts T.Inite<l. States, Germany, 

Middle E ast . 
-1-857 Emory G. Roberts, Kara chi , Pakistan . Coll ects South Africa, Zanzibar, 

Seychell es, Hong Kong, Pakistan. Cey lon. 
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·~==PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS~~~ 

Published Under T he A uspices OJ T he 

T heodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

No. 1 UNITED STATES. 24c AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918 
By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages . • • 9 Illus .••• $1.00 

• 
No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 

By Louis Stich 84 pages .• • 20 Illus ••.• $2.00 

• 
No. 3 VENEZUELA, THE EARLY ST AMPS 

By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages • • . 225 Illus .••• $3.95 

• 
No. 4 TIBET, THE POSTAGE STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY 

By Harrison D. S. Haverbeck 80 pages •.• 100 Illus • ••. $2.00 

• 
No. 5 UNITED STATES. R. F. OVERPRINTS ON AIR MAIL 

By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages •.• 75 Illus •• •• $2.00 

• 
No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE- STAMP POSTMARKS 

By Edwin Mueller 200 pages ••• 800 Illus •.•• $12.50 

• 
No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855- 59 

By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages •.• 530 Illus . • •• $10.00 
$7 .SO to C. C. members 

• 
No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 

By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages ••• 24 Plates ••• $25.00 

• 
No. 9 CUMULATIVE INDEX, COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST 

VOLS. 1-39 Incl. (1922-60) $2.00. VOLS. 30-39 ONLY (1951-60) $1.00 

• 
No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATE S OF AMERICA. SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 

By Lawrence L. S henfield 112 pages . • • 88 Illus .•.. $10.00 
$7.50 to C. C. members 

• 
No. 11 FRENCH COLONIES, TH E GEN E RAL ISS UES 

By Robert G. Stone 118 pages ••• 82 Illus . • •• $2.00 

• 
No. 12 CIVIL WAR PR ISONS AND THE IR COVERS 

By Earl Antr im 251 pages ... 176 Illus . ... $10.00 
$7.50 to C. C. members 

•..:== THE COLLECTORS CLUB--==~ 
22 East 35tb Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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B. N. A. AT AU CTION 
F or 20 years w e have been the la rg­
est buye rs and sellers of British 
North Am erican stamps. We have 
consist ent ly been able t o pay more 
fo r every t hing in B. N. A. because 
with our kn owledge of B. N . A. 
stamps we can market m ore ef­
ficiently any worthwhile property 
wh eth er it is a specialized or gener­
a l collec tion, individual ra rity or 
cover either at auction or as a n out­
right sale. 

BY PRIVATE TREATY 
In th e pas t 3 months we have sold 
w ell over $100,000 w orth of B. N. A. 
priva tely including 32 Seaway in­
verted ce ntres ; a lot of 35 sheet s or 
half shee t s imperforate Canada ; a 
dealer 's stock of P late Blocks : a 
specula tion accumulation of mint 
sheet s and b locks and many col­
lect ions ranging fr om $50 up. A t 
th e present t ime w e have a buy er 
with up to $100,000 spot cash t o 
spend on any B. N. A. collection, 
dealer 's stock or a lmost any thing 
except modern mint pos tage, a t cur­
rent market prices. 

IF YOU ARE A BUYER 

vVe will be g lad t o se nd you our 
illu stra ted aucti on cata logs and list s 
of private treaty offer s. 

• 

J. N. SISSO·NS LTD. 
59 Wellington W , 

Toronto, Canada 

Ph. Empire 4-6003. Ca bles: Sistamp, Toronto 
IF YOU ARE 

SELLING FINE 

STAMPS 
you may be 

interested 

111 our 111-

ternational 

organisation. 

Full details 

are in our new 

"Review" which 

also includes 

some wonder-

ful illustra-

tions in color. 

SEN D FOR Y OU R 

COPY T O-DA Y . . 

SELL WITH SATISFACTION 

A client from Edinburgh , Scotland, writes : 

" / beg to ackno wledge receipt of ch eqtte, 
and thank yott for th e wonderful rcsttl t." 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
Philateli c A ttctioneers, Pttblishers 

50 Pall Mall 
London, S. W. I 

England 

When replying t o this advert isement please 
mention that you saw i t in " The Co llector's 
Club Philatelist ." 
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V

WANTED 

UNITED STATES 
FOREIGN 

Stamps and Covers 

JOHN A. F OX 
110 West 42 Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
Collectors Club Philatelist e e e 
TH ESE BACK ISSUES are available at the following prices: 

From 1926 to 1940 $3.00 per copy 
From 1941 to 1960 2.00 per copy 

• vol . IV (1925) All Issues Vol. xx (1941) All Issues 
* Vol . v (1 926 ) July, Oct. Vol . XXI (1942) All issues 
* Vol . VI (1927) July Vol. XXII (1943) Jan., Apr., Oct. 
* Vol. VII (1928) Ja n., Apr., July Vol. XXIII (1944) All issues 
* Vol. VIII (1929) All issues Vol . XXIV (1945) All issues 
* Vol. IX (1930) Jan . Vol . xxv (1946) All issues 
* Vol . x (1931) All issues Vol. XXVI (1947) All issues 
* Vol . XI (1932) All issues Vol . XXVII !1948) All issues 
* Vol. XII (1933) All issues Vol . XXVI II 1949) July. Oct. 
• v ol. XIII (1934) All issues Vol . XXIX to XXXI (1950-52) All 
• Vol . XIV (1935) Jan . , Apr., July 6 Issues. 
• vol . xv (1936) All issues Vol. XXXll (1953) All but Jan . 
• vol . XVI (1937) All Issues Vols. XXXll I to XL (1954 to 1960) All 
• Vol . XVII (1938) All issues 6 Issues. 
• vol. XVIII (1939) All Issues 
• Vol . XIX (1940) All Issues 

* Only a few copies 

--- THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
II I 
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SCOTT'S 1962 
INTERNATIONAL 

AIR POST ALBUM 
Covering 1955 to mid-1961 

SCOTT'S 
INTERNATIONAL 

PARTV 
Covering all of 

1960 

through August 

1961 

Complete: $11 

Pages only: $7 

• Complete 5-volume Album ..... $75 
• Complete Album-pages only .. $55 
• Supp. # 17 in 2 # 3 Air Post 

Binders $30 
• Supp. # 17-pages only . $22 

available now at all Seott dealers 

These albums, like all Scott albums, make durable, handsome homes for your 
stamps. They reward the every effort you spent in building your collection by 
offering you the perfect setting against which to display it. 

----- ------.- -- ---- ;------;------, -------------------
9 C \ 0 ~ T : T : PUBLICATIONS, INC. AD ivisionofEsqu i re, ln c., N.Y. 1, N. Y· 

------ -----. ] . -. . . -. :_ . ---- -~ .. . --_: 
-------------------
MEXICO 

On May 25th we shall sell, at Public Auction, the first 

portion of the Specialized Collection of the 1856 to 1872 

Classic Issues of Mexico formed by Mr. David Golden of 

Greens Farms, Conn. and offered by his order. 

A well illustrated catalogue is in preparation and a copy 

will be sent, on request, to interested philatelists when ready. 

IRWIN HEIMAN, Inc. 
2 West 46th Street New York 36, N. Y. 
IX 
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SPECIALIZING IN 

AUCTION SALES 

of choice 

UNITED ST ATES 

Stamps and Cover s 

Auction sales held regularly 

Catalogues on request 

Bruce G. Daniels 
7 Water Street Boston 9, Mass. 
AIRMAIL 
NEW ISSUES 

For years we have specialized in 
supplying airmail new issu es. Our ser­
vice is tailored to suit the needs of 
each individual customer. Whether the 
airmail stamps of the whole world or 
of only a few countries are required 
we can supply them . Each monthly 
new issue distribution is accompanied 
by a copy of our "Topical otes" 
(samples sent free on request ). See 
for yourself how much you will save. 
No postage values. 

APPROVALS F OR 
THE SPECIALIST 

We carry a comprehensive stock of 
Air Posts of the World and welcome 
want lists for sets and individual 
items. Many errors and varieties are 
always available. 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., Inc. 
Georges A. Medawar, Pres. 

521 Fifth Ave. New York 17, N. Y. 
!JDDOQOQQQQOaoaoaoaoaoooatn:a:n:..: 
x 
Do Not Sell Your Collection 
as long as yo u enjo y collecting and 
as long as yo u have fun with your 
stamps. But when you gel tired of a 
coll ection because it has reached its 
goal, when you want lo start in another 
1>hila teli c fi eld, do not h esitate to di s· 
pose of the " fini sh ed" f'o ll ection. In 
thi way yo u will obtain additional 
fund s for 1rnrchascs in yo ur new fi eld. 
When you decide to sell , talk with a 
deal er whom yo u have trusted with 
your purchases. H e is the ri ght man to 
se ll for you the item s he has once sold 
to yo u. We are always happy when we 
can give advice and h elp of thi s kind. 
Co ntact u s when the time is ripe and 
we will do our best to arrange a sati s. 
fa ctory sale of your material , either 
by private sale or by auction. 

MERCURY STAMP CO. 
I 0 East 40th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Tel. : MUrray Hill 3-6745 

Cable Address: Merc5tamp Newyork 
ROMANIAN POST OFFICE 
in t he T urkish E m pire - 1919 

(There was only one Romanian Post 
Office in Constantinople. It remained 
open a short t ime only.) 

During a visit in Constantinople (to­
day 's ISTAMBUL) in March 1920, I 
secured the cancellation of a few scarce 
errors, in the Romania n P. 0., and am 
offeri ng same after 40 years, together 
with so me mint errors never offered 
before: 

#7 Sb green 
8 I Ob rose 
9 I Sb brown 

I I 40b gray br. 
RA! Sb green 
7(a) Sb green 

(few known) 
S(a) !Ob carmine 

Mint EE's of 4 
2.00 10.00 
2.00 10.00 
2.00 10.00 

10.00 
2.00 10.00 

5.00 

(few known) 6.00 

Used 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
8.00 
3.00 

7.00 

10.00 

#7 (a) and #S(a) are on 
print of Romania # 219 and 
used stamps are on pieces.) 

the initial 
220. (The 

A Penny Black Stamp Co. 
~P. 0. Box 57, Dumont, N. J. 
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PORTUGAL 
AND 

COLONIES 

STAMPS 
ESSAYS 

PROOFS 
COVERS 

\Ne cur rently have t he largest stock 
of t hese stamps in profess ional hand s 
in t he Un ited States, including the 
Manuel Ga lvez coll ect ion of essay s and 
proofs. May we have your wan t li s t ? 
\'Ve have ab ou t 9j % of th e stamps to 
1935, including t he great rar ities. O r 
may we send you a se lec tion ta il ored 
to you r ta s te s? 

new Gngland Stamp Co. 
45-X Bromfield Street 

Boston 8, Massachusetts 
i:e:e:u:e:u:11:u:u:waao®®at11:u:11:emot:e:1r.1 

"For the one who has 

. something 

Annual Clearance 

Starting May 15 
"Juliard Classics" 1962 

will be sent fr ee 
u ·ith a di scount card 

* From ]1111e 30 to July 15 
If' ,, will accept bids on th <' 

itPm s still available. 

Write toda y: 

ALEX S. JULIARD 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

,, 

( Est. by [,ouis ]uliard 73 years ago ) 
SUPERB STAMPS of the WORLD 
ON APPROVAL 

T o collec tors in t erested in f ine st amps 
we a re ab le to offer a n approv a l serv ice 
seco nd t o none. W e inv ite enquires for 
A LL COUNTRIE S w ith in the f ol lowi ng 
p eriods : 

B ri t is h Commonwea lth - 1840/ 1951 
A ll ot her countries - M ai nl y 19th 
C en t ury, part ic u lar ly imperf ora t es. 

B elow we list some of t h e co u n t ries in 
w h ic h we are par ticul ar ly st ron g a t the 
moment. R EFERE N CE S E SS ENTIAL. 

Afghani stan 
_i\ustrja 
A u st r . I tal y 
A rgentin e 
B elg ium 
Brazil 
Boliv ia 
C hi l e 
C h i na 
Colomb ia 
Colomb ia Sts. 
D en m a r k 
"Fi n land 
F ra nce 
F r ance U.•ed 

Abroad 
Fre n ch Col ~ . 
Greece 
G ern1any 
Gl'rm a n Sl 8. 
H unga ry 

l ta!y 
ltalian Sts. 
J a pan 
l ... u xen1hou r·g 
?\ [exico 
~.l ongoli a 
Nor\Yay 
::-.letherland s 
::-.leth erlancls 

Indies 
P er u 
Poland 
Portug·al 
Portu g. Col s . 
Roun1an ia 
R u ssia 
Spa i n 
~weden 
T ibet 
Turlcey 
U.S. A. 

U r ugu ay 
Venezuel a 
G r eat B ri ta in 
Great B ri ta in 

u sed Abroad 
Hr. Gu iana 
Canada 
Cey lon 
I-Ie ligolancl 
Hong K o n g 
Jndia&I.E.F. 
N ew Z ea la n d 
New Sou t h 

\ Val <.'S 
Pal es ti n e 
St. Hel ena 
Sou t h Afri <'a 
So. Au stralia 
Sou th -\\'es t 

Africa 
V i c to r ia 

J. A. L. FRANKS LTD. 
180 FLEET STREET, LONDON , E.C.4 

ENGLAND 
FOR 

WRITE TO: 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
XI 
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MY BUSINESS IS TO 

KNOW THE MARKET 

Buying and Selling Stamps 

• 

EZRA D. COLE 
NYACK, N. Y. 

Telephon e Elm wood 8- 0964 
     
     
   
 

 
  
 

 

   

     
 

 

For 

Covers, 

Cancellations 

and 

Specialist Material 

of 

Any Country In The World 

• 
G . S . MANNERS 

46 lverna Court 

London, W . 8 England 
XII 
T he COL. S. FOSS 
world w ide collection 

w ill be sold at ou r 
next Auction J UNE 1962 

CATALOG FREE O~ R EQUEST 

ask for 
40 page Price list of 

specialized collections and lots 

Retail price list of sing les and sets 
Austr ia, B riti sh Coloni es, U.S. A., 

A rge ntin e, Bolivia a nd many oth ers 

1962 Pri ce li st of 
P hila t elic Lit erature 

80 pages, 5000 items 
50c deduct ible from fir st purchase 

W holesale P r icelist 
to Deale rs only 

FRITZ BILLIG 
168-39 Highland Ave. 

Jama ica 32, N. Y., U. S. A. 
' ................................................................................. ,. .. .: .. .
f •• POST AL HISTORY • • f 
T T. .
: .. .I Our Postal History auctions, held at I
i regular intervals, contain just about every- i 
f thing other than adhesives as listed by f 
T regular catalogues. T. .. .
T Individual scarce covers, specialized T
! collections of historical material, Reve- ! f nues, scarce postal stationery, and usually I
T a nice lot of philatelic literature. f . .I If you are interested in adding un- f
i usual pieces to your collection, be sure i 

i ~:xtd~6sTulL aH:~;O~Y .:uc~~b~fcatt:~ J
T logue. You will be intrigued by the T
! variety of material offered. I • •T TT You will also find our stock of POSTAL T
! STATI O NERY extensive, and we will be ! 
f g lad to quote on individual items or f 
! extensive collections of most countries. T. .. .. .. .
t HIGGINS & GAGE, Inc. t
I 23 North Santa Anita, Pasadena, Calif. I 
I : 

f PS: We also hold regular auctions of t
! adhesives, too! ! 
: I 

t .......... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...... ... ... ...... ... ...... ... ... ... ......... . t 



HARRIS 
U.S.A. 

CATALOG 
*** 

HUNDREDS OF VERY 
LATEST PRICE CHANGES! 

1962 EDITION 

160 PAGES • NEARLY 2000 ILLUSTRATIONS 
New U.S. & B.N.A. Catalog - containing hundreds of important price changes - is a 

must for every collector. Compiled by experts of the world's largest stamp firm, this new 
Harris SECOND 1962 Edition contains 160 large pages with nearly 2000 clear illustrations. 
You'll find· all major U.S. Postage and Air Mail issues fully illustrated and priced .•• plus 
Special Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, Savings Stamps, Officials, 
Revenues, Postage Dues . . . AND a big specialty section featuring plate number blocks, 
first day covers, Americana, and others. Also illustrates and prices United Nations, British 
North America, and U.S. Possessions. EXTRA .•. Complete U.S. Stamp Identifier - a 
valuable section that quickly indicates the difference between rare and common look-alike 
stamps. ALL this and more in one BIG catalog for only 35c! Mail handy order coupon 

**************** 
HARRIS SECOND 1962 EDITION - U. S. & B.N.A. 
Catalog contains hundreds of price changes and 
includes: 

• All major U. S. Postage and Airmail issues 
••. PLUS Special Delivery, Parcel Post, Envelope. 
Squares, Postal Cards, Savings Stamps, Officials, 
Revenues, Postage Dues. 

• Popular specialties such as mint position 
blocks, plate number blocks, mint sheets, per­
forated coils, booklet panes, first da.}i covers, and 
other items. 

• Complete illustrated listings of U. S. Posses­
sions, Confederate States, United Nations and 
British North America. 

• Big "Americana" section - postal tributes 
to the United States, on foreign stamps. 

• U. S. Stanip Identifier - fully Illustrated 
booklet. Use it to check your own collection for 
valuable hidden stamp treasures! 

AMERICA'S MOST WIDELY-USED U. S. CATALOG 

below for your copy of the famous 
HARRIS U.S. Catalog - SECOND 1962 
Edition. It's your best reference book, and 
most reliable source of supply for desirable 
issues at money-saving prices! 

SECOND fl 9&21 EDITION • • • 35t 

-----------~-----------. H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
Catalog Dept. Boston 17, Mass. 

Please RUSH me, postfree, the all-new SECOND 
1962 Edition of your 160 page catalog, UNITED 
STATES STAMPS, U. S. POSSESSIONS & BRITISH 
NORTH AMERICA, including the U. S. Stamp Iden· 
tifier, etc. I am enclosln& 35¢. 

Address-------------
City I. 
Suq -----------~~~ 
~-~~-------------------



GOING 

GOING 

GONE! 
{More often than not!) 

There is no doubt that the vast majority of the general and specialized collections 
offered through the 

H. R. HARMER PRIVATE TREATY DEPARTMENT 

sells at commensurate prices, to the complete satisfaction of buyer and seller alike. 

Since the commencement of the present Season {Sept. 1961) to mid-April more 
than $180,000 has been realized through this Department. 

Among the properties sold were: 

BETWEEN $1000 and $5000 

"Fred Kahn" British Commonwealth 
in 8 volumes 

"Edwin Elkins" specialized Malta 
"Edwin Elkins" Semi-Postals 
British Africa in two Specialty Albums 
British Asia in two Specialty Albums 
British America in two Specialty 

Albums 
Latin America In five Specialty 

Albums 
Europe in three Specialty Albums 
Specialized Crete 
Specialized Madagascar 
United States 

BETWEEN $5000 and $10,000 
Baltic Countries 
Europe 
Specialized Spain 
U. s. Air Mail 24c Inverted center 

Stock of Canada 
Two Air Mail Collections 
Classic Covers 
Two General Collections 
An accumulation in 7volumes, 5 

stock· books, etc. 
Various in stock-book 
Two selections of u. S. mint sheets 
u. s. Zeppelin Plate Blocks 
Hawaiian Missionary on cover 
St. Louis Postmaster Provisional 10c 

on cover 
Canada Seaway inverted center 

OVER $10,000 
Collection of used Patriotic covers 
Europe 
"Edwin Elkins" Great Britain 
General Collection 

MAY WE HELP YOU? 

Write us in confidence. 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
The "Caspary" Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 


