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Vladimir Kachan

Belarus

Butterﬂies are amazing crea-
tures that live on our planet
since the time when man has
not appeared on the Earth yet.
For their centuries-old history,
they conquered people with air-
iness, mystery, beauty.
(Figure 1)

Butterflies are usually associated
with grace — they roam the skies
with an admirable air of freedom.
The beauty of each butterfly is in
it’s wing pattern — a delicate pat-
tern crafted by nature’s paintbrush
The coloring of butterflies has a
heat regulating purpose.

POLIGRAFICO A.STADERINI

OFF.CARTE MALOR

(Figure 1 - Preliminary artwork of Somalia for postage stamp 1970
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with the Golden Birdwing butterfly)

with magnificent butterfly the Bhutan Glory)

The butterflies with light coloring
keep in well-lit places: in the
crowns of the trees, on the edge of
forests, or on the sand at river
banks. Butterflies with dark color-
ing (brown or black) in most cases
fly in the shade.

(Figure 2)

(Figure 2 - Approved postage stamp design of Yemen Republic 1990
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The butterflies with light coloring
keep in welllit places: in the
crowns of the trees, on the edge of
forests, or on the sand at river
banks. Butterflies with dark color-
ing (brown or black) in most cases
fly in the shade , drops of water,
leaves, wasps, other poisonous
butterflies, and even those paint-
ed with shades of cellophane and
oil slick. Colors are the basis for di-
verse communication strategies of
butterflies. (Figure 3)

2006

Common Buckeye

(Figure 3 — Stamp of USA 2006 - ocellated

butterfly Junonia coenia misperforated)

The hundreds of different species
of butterflies surprise us with their
beauty and a creative peak of per-
fection. There are many fascinat-
ing and unusual species among
butterflies, which are the adorn-
ment of nature, have great scientif-
ic and cognitive significance, and
bring real joy and boundless aes-
thetic delight . (Figure 4)

This pretty butterfly, Anthocharis
midea or Falcate Orangetip, is one
of the first leps on the wing each
spring in a North America.

It receives its name from the
hooked wing tip, which is sur-
rounded by orange in the male.
Males have bright orange in the
upper corner of their forewings
that really stands out on the white
wing. Females lack the orange
color completely, though it may be
replaced with a small bit of ashy
gray instead. The underside of the
wings is white with a black and
gray marbling on the hindwing.

(Figure S — Normal stamp and color error of USA

1977 with butterfly Anthocharis midea)

The butterflies have a wingspan of
around 3.5-4.5 centimeters. These
butterflies are mostly seen in the
eastern United States, and in Texas
and Oklahoma. They eat the nectar
of violets and mustards. They tend
to live in open, wet woods along
waterways, in open swamps, and
less often in dry woods and ridge-
tops. Common for a few weeks in
early spring, these small whites
butterflies are often seen zipping
along low to the ground, seeming-
ly never stopping.

(Figure 5)

Brightly colored butterfly Callicore
astarte is found from Mexico south
to Bolivia and east to French Guia-
na and much of Brazil. Butterfly
displays on its back a vivid red,
framed with a velvety dark brown.
The warning bright red coloring on
the upper surface of the wings
scares off enemies. This butterfly
also popularly known as eighty
eight, in reference to a pattern on
the hindwing undersides that looks
like the number 88. Callicore as-
tarte is medium-sized (around 5
cm  wingspan) forest butterfly.
They generally fly by pikes in the
jungle or on the banks of rivers
where they perch alone or in small
groups on stones to suck water.

(Figure 6)

p api i dm Cf,adfem
jnlporfd SLtd.

1030 Hamilton Street
Vancouver, B.C.
V6B 2R9

Vincent P. Lucas

800 Brick Mil11 Run #301
Westlake, Ohio 44145
-U.S.A.

(Figure 4 - Meter mark of Canada 1986 with fascinating butterfly as trade mark of the company Papillon Eastern Imports Ltd).
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(Figure 6 - Stamp of Ecuador 1970 with inverted

butterfly Callicore astarte)

The Forester butterfly or Euphae-
dra overlaeti is found in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo and
north-western Zambia. The spe-
cies is confined to the Congolian
forests.

Euphaedra overlaeti is large and
showy butterfly with wingspan
about 80 mm. The wings is choco-
late-brown with violet reflection.
Butterflies fly close to the ground,
elegantly weaving their way
through the forest undergrowth.

They are strongly attracted to fall-
en fruits, and patrol back and forth
along forest paths in search of
them. Males often bask with wings
outspread in sunspots on the for-
est floor.

(Figure 7)

A beautiful Christmas butterfly or
Papilio demodocus is a common to
entire Sub-Sahara Africa and Mad-
agascar. It is a swallowtail butter-
fly and has a wing-span of up to 10
cm. Adult butterflies have black
and yellow markings with red and
blue eyespots.

Female butterflies tend to be larg-
er than males. The species is found
both in open areas and in tropical
forests. They are fabulous pollina-

tors as adults. Mature caterpillars
lack the camouflage of their imma-
ture state. Instead, when threat-
ened by a bird or other predator,
they produce a forked, or-
ange-coloured organ known as an
osmeterium. The organ emits a
strong smell which acts as a dis-
couragement to the predator. The
larvae are sometimes known as
‘orange dogs’.

(Figure 8)

Butterfly Colotis zoe or
Violet tip is a Madagas-
car endemic species.

This stunning little but-
terfly with wingspan
about 50 mm. Small
but pretty neon pur-
ple/pink top wings
with a touch of yellow
and characterised by
black radial viens on
the top wings. They
are found in the for-
ests are are frequently
found feeding from

flowers. The flight of
these butterflies is so
swift that it is some-

(Figure 8 - Artwork of Rwanda 1979 and normal

stamp with butterfly Papilio demodocus)

times difficult to see their elegant
wings.

It is @ very scarce collectable spe-
cies.

(Figure 9)

(Figure 7 - Not adopted design of Congo Democratic Republic
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stamp 1971 with butterfly Euphaedra overlaeti)

(Figure 9 - Proof of Madagascar 1960 with butterfly Colotis zoe)
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Salamis temora, the blue mother-
of-pearl or eastern blue beauty ar-
guably one of the most beautiful
butterflies in Africa.

This beautiful butterfly with wing-
span about 70 mm has a odd shape
and solid blue velvet colors very
unique in butterflies. The habitat
consists of dense forests and river-
ine thicket in Central Africa. Also in
disturbed forest and even in agri-
cultural lands. Usually flies low
down, circling around bushes and
low vegetation. Often settles with
opened wings.

(Figure 10)

_ LG B S
7 Pojras g0
A=oce /30

(Figure 10 - Burundi 1968 artist’s drawing in

acrylic on artboard for 150F issued stamp with
butterfly Salamis temora)

Polyommatus daphnis or the Me-
leager’s blue, is small beautiful but-
terfly which have an iridescent
sheen.

This species can be found in East-
ern and Southern Europe and
Western Asia. These butterflies in-
habit grassy and bushy areas,
clearings in scrubland and open
flowery meadows in hills, at an ele-
vation of 200-1,700 metres above
sea level. The upperside of the
wings is bright blue in males, while
in the females it is usually blue bor-
dered with dark brown.

(Figure 11)

(Figure 11 — Imperforated stamp of Bulgaria 1962
with error and illustration of Polyommatus

daphnis butterfly)

Also, in some lycaenid butterfly
species a gold-red glance can be
observed in the upper wing surfac-
es. Butterfly Lycaena dispar, is
widely distributed in central Eu-
rope and also extending across
temperate Asia to the Amur region
and to Korea. Males of this magnif-
icent species are a brilliant or-
ange-red with narrow, black bor-
ders. Females are duller in colour.
Lycaena dispar is a wetland species
in decline throughout Europe. It is
listed in the Bern Convention on
the Conservation of European
Wildlife and Natural Habitats, and
is protected via Annexes Il and IV
of the European Community Habi-
tats Directive.

(Figure 12)
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FELERFALTER

FUR DIE JUGEND 1991

(Figure 12 - Stamp of Germany 1991 with

butterfly Lycaena dispar and shifted image)

Cosmopolitan butterfly Red Admi-
ral or Vanessa atalanta is the spe-
cies that are fast-flying and much
prized by collectors for their color-
ation, which consists of black
wings with white bands and red-
dish brown markings.

The migratory Red Admiral is wide-
spread in Europe, Scandinavia,
North America, and North Africa

and feeds on stinging nettles. The
wingspan ranges from 4.4 cm to
6.4 cm. This butterfly can be found
almost anywhere, from the sea-
shore and town gardens, to the
tops of the highest mountains.
Red Admirals are one of the few
species of butterflies that migrate
over long distances. Red Admirals
are considered to be people-friend-
ly butterflies that will approach
and perch on human beings.

(Figure 13)

HIRGVAR FOSTE

il

(Figure 13 - Essay of Hungary 1959 with butterfly

Vanessa atalanta)

Butterfly Papilio machaon is one of
the most magnificent insects with
wingspan up to 10 cm. It is distin-
guished by a chic multi-colored
color. At the same time, the shape
of the butterfly’s wings is unusual-
ly beautiful. This is one of the most
elegant butterflies in Europe.

Papilio machaon has a striking col-
oration of black on top of a yellow
base color. There are blue and red
spots on the hind wings. Through-
out most of it’s range Papilio
machaon shows itself to be highly
adaptable, utilising a wide variety
of habitats including sub-arctic
tundra in Canada, prairies, wood-
lands and arid canyons in the south
of the USA; hay meadows, road-
side verges, river banks and sub-al-
pine pastures in Europe; high mon-
tane habitats in the Atlas
mountains of north Africa, and
semi-cultivated habitats in the
Mediterranean area. The butterfly
has a characteristic powerful glid-
ing flight, and is capable of cover-
ing large distances. Papilio
machaon butterfly flies so grace-
fully, swiftly and easily as a bird,
that you can just admire this beau-

ty. (Figure 14)
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(Figure 14 - Unadopted design 1962 for British
postage stamp depicting butterfly Papilio

machaon)

Parnassius tianschanicus or the
large keeled Apollo, is a high-alti-
tude butterfly. It is found in Uzbek-
istan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan and
south-western China. Parnassius
tianschanicus is one of the most
adorable and large butterflies in
Central Asia.

lives in Dzhungarsky Alatau, Tian-
Shan and Pamirs-Alai at 2500 -
4300 meters above sea level. This
typically alpine species inhabits
stony slopes and meadows in sub-
alpine and alpine areas. On the
front and rear wings, it has bright
red spots.

The color scheme of the wings of
the butterfly Parnassius tianschan-
icus combines the nobility of

whiteness with an amazing spot-
ted color. Getting into the rays of
sunlight, the butterfly reminds an
exotic flower, miraculously soaring
in the air. Butterfly planning, slow-
ly flying from flower to flower, as if
enjoying her short flight. It is arare
butterfly and declining due to
changes in its habitat and is thus
considered to be vulnerable.

(Figure 15)

Magnificent  butterfly  Papilio
maackii or the Alpine black swal-
lowtail, is found in Central Asia, Ja-
pan, China, also in the southeast-
ern part of Russia and in Korea.

This stunning butterfly has irides-
cent blue-green in color. Its wing-
span reaches 12 cm to 14 cm. Deep
green colourings on the top wings
highlighted by bright green mark-
ings on the lower wings. Butter-
flies are often found in deciduous
and mixed forests. During the peri-
od when subalpine plants are
blooming, butterflies rise in the
mountains up to 2000 meters
above sea level. On hot days, doz-
ens of Papilio maackii butterflies
sit around the roadside puddles,
fluttering emerald green with blue
wings. Disturbed butterflies fly up

TSERERIECTON UZREKISTA

Eﬂﬁb{f{- @'@‘5’4@“

Ut Ny 2056 (59

tan 1996 original artist’s
drawing with butterfly

Argyreus hyperbius)

(Figure 15 - Trial issue of Uzbekistan 1993 depicting butterfly

Parnassius tianschanicus)
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(Figure 17 - Right - Bhu-

like a dark cloud, from which drops
of gold-colored water falls like rain,
shaken off by the butterflies in the
bright rays of the sun. This is an un-
forgettable and fabulous sight!
(Figure 16)

1977 AIR MAIL
DPRK ZE XA T XF

m ngu.-o maac ki

(Figure 16 - Original hand-painted water colour
artwork and normal stamp of North Korea 1977

with butterfly Papilio maackii)

Butterfly Argynnis hyperbius or
the Indian fritillary with a wingspan
of 80-98 mm is usually found from
south and southeast Asia to Aus-
tralia.

The upperside of the wings is pale
orange-brown with numerous
black spots and a black band on
the scalloped wing margins giving
alaced appearance. The under side
of the fore-wing is pinkish-orange
with numerous black spots. But-
terfly found in grasslands and
green spaces from flatlands to low
elevations, and also at parks and
farmlands. Adults feed from flow-
ers of various plants in, and sur-
rounding breeding habitat. The
Argynnis hyperbius is a common
sight in parks, yards and fields.
They tend to fly low to the ground
and will visit anything brightly
colored. (Figure 17)
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Beautiful Blue Pansy butterfly also
known as Precis orithya wallacei in-
habits Thailand, Peninsular Malay-
sia and Singapore.

The Blue Pansy butterfly has an av-
erage wingspan of 4 to 6 cm. The
iridescent blue on the upper hind-
wing makes this species unmistak-
able. The male is the prettier of the
two sexes, where the hindwingis a
bright blue with an orange-red
subtornal ocellus. The female is a
sombre brown on the upperside.
The undersides of both sexes are a
pale brown, with the usual mark-
ings and ocelli. The butterfly Precis
orithya wallacei is a sun-loving spe-
cies, which can usually be found on
grassy patches in open areas.
Males can sometimes be found in
numbers, frolicking in the bright
sunshine. They can fly quite rapidly
and occasionally engage in a spiral
dance going up some height from
the ground. The Blue Pansy is usu-
ally found in areas where there is
open grassland. (Figure 18)

(Figure 18 - Magneta entire postal of Malaysia
1971 with butterflies Precis orithya wallacei, a
trial printing showing a stamp impression at top
right and lower left)

Fascinating butterfly Ornithoptera
chimaera is endemic to a severely
restricted habitat range, living only
in New Guinea.

Yet even there, they reside only in
regions of the tropical rainforest at
altitudes ranging between 1,200-
2,800 m. The upperside of the
forewings of the male chimaera
birdwing are black with three
streaks of yellowish-green scales.
The hindwings are mainly yellow
with an area of black and small
patches of green on top of the yel-
low. The underside is more colour-
ful with less black areas. The but-
terfly is most commonly visible

The Arab CollecTor |

flying among the treetops in
groups. They also rarely descend
to the forest floor, except to feed,
and are highly selective of the
plants they feed on. Their sole tra-
ditional food source is the nectar
of the hibiscus. (Figure 19)

They generally stay close to where
the larval foodplants grow, but as
these plants are so abundant in
New Zealand this can still mean
they cover a considerable distance.
Like most blue butterflies, there is
a sexual dimorphism which results

AR AN

E Papuaﬂewl-_‘:ujnm 5

(Figure 19 - Preliminary pencil sketch of Papua New Guinea 1975 postage stamp with rare butterfly

Ornithoptera chimaera and normal stamp)

Ziziena otis oxleyi or Southern Blue
is the native iridescent butterfly of
New Zealand.

The imago has wingspan about
2o0mm. Their flight is generally
weak, jerky and fluttering near
ground, but can have strong flight
if needed. However, their jerky
flight can make them very hard to
follow as they disappear into ‘thin

air’.

in the males having stronger blue
iridescent colouring. The female is
a duller grey, usually with only a
few blue scales near the thorax.
Both genders have silvery grey un-
derside that has a dark zigzag
bands on underside of wings and
distinctive banded border.

(Figure 20)

(Figure 20 — Draft of New Zealand postage stamp 1970 with blue butterfly Ziziena otis oxleyi)
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Papilio godeffroyi is a species of
butterflies in the family swallowtail
butterflies.

Papilio godeffroyi or the Samoan
Swallowtail is a large, which has a
wingspan of 10 centimetres,
high-flying and attractive butterfly.

Due to its large size and fast move-

ments it is sometimes mistaken for
a small bird. Papilio godeffroyi is
endemic to all of Samoa, but it is
now found only on the island of Tu-
tuila, where it is uncommon but
widespread and restricted to un-
disturbed or near-undisturbed
rainforest.

This is only around 5% of its original
range, and the species has recently
been submitted to the IUCN Red
List as critically endangered. The
species could serve as a model for
valuing and conserving butterflies
in the Polynesian-Micronesia biodi-
versity hotspot.

(Figure 21)

COOK ISLANDS

20

(Figure 21 - Original artist’s drawing for definitive
stamp of Cook Islands 1997 with amazing

butterfly Papilio godeffroyi)

Beautiful Lucas’s blue butterfly
with scientific name Hemiargus
ammon erembis is endemic to the
Cayman Islands.

Butterflies are small, about 3 cm in
wingspan, and brightly blue colour-
ed with a metallic gloss on the up-
perside of wings and a protective
grey color on the underside of
wings. Hemiargus ammon erembis
is a butterfly of sunny, open situa-
tions, and in the Cayman Islands it
is especially numerous on the
beach ridges. It has a preference
for rather dry habitats.

(Figure 22)
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Menwargus ammman ererming

Steyrmar martialis

with two butterflies of the species Hemiargus ammon erebis)

Butterflies are the most beautiful
creations of nature, the top of its
artistic mastery, undoubted mas-
terpieces of evolution. Butterflies
give us a feeling of joy from admir-
ing their amazing beauty and di-
versity. In them, people find the
harmony to which they strive all
their lives.

These fluttering flowers create
the feeling of mystery, which,
according to the great physicist
Albert Einstein, “lies in the ori-
gins of true art and true sci-
ence”.

Al
N
Cayman Islands

(Figure 22 - Sketch and postage stamp of Cayman Islands 1988

Therefore, it is no coincidence
that butterflies even determine
the name for a settlement.

(Figure 23)

Butterfly Corners (“Butterfly”’)-
a hamlet in the eastern part of
the town New Haven in Oswego
County, New York.

It was incorporated in 1813 and
named for butterflies abun-
dance.
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ADMINISTRACAO GERAL DOS C.T.T.
SERVICO TELEGRAFICO PAX

PAX 1A Para

Afectuosos cumprimentos e votos

de Pdscoa Feliz

| also think that the-
matic philatelists will
be find in my article in-
teresting information
for further searching
of unknown philatelic
materials with butter-
flies and the develop-
ment of their collec-
tions. | wish for
enthusiasts of themat-
ic philately had new
discoveries and enjoy-
ment. Author always
glad to share his expe-
rience and to help for
philatelists with But-
terfly theme in im-
proving their philatelic
collections.

Bervewwi (drmdon), L™ = Litbus

(Figure 23 - Telegram of Portugal 1948 with butterflies)

Its Post Office operated in period
1828-1870 and 1878-1904.

(Figure 24)

Butterflies are part of

I hope that my article, illustrated
by different and also unusual phila-
telic material, will stimulate the in-
terest of philatelists in further re-

the history searching of a rare philatelic

Please write for author by e-mail:

vladimirkachan@mail.ru Post ad-
dress is: Vladimir Kachan, street
Kulibina 9 - 49, Minsk-52, BY-
220052, Republic of Belarus.

of states in USA. Butterfly Post Of-
fice in Perry County in state Ken-
tucky was established in March 4,
1920 with Mose Feltner Post Mas-
ter. Named for the large number
of butterflies seen there. Its post
office is closed in 1982.

(Figure 25)

(Figure 26)

material with beautiful butterflies.
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(Figure 25 - Entire postal of USA with butterfly illustration and postmark of
the Butterfly Post Office, Kentucky 1936)

Figure 24 - Early known letter with a ‘Butterfly’, (Oswego County), New
York ‘free’ manuscript cancel is dated 3 December 1837 and signed by

Postmaster John Parsons).
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(Figure 26 - Unaccepted design of British greetings telegram 1964 with

flying butterfly)
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Arabian Coins :&Uall
www.arabiancoins.com

Copper C01ns- of
Muscat and

(dated AH 1311 - 1316/1893 - 1899 C_)

Author: Scott E.Cordy :
O dugusl] Olyluol o9y duade Jufd COpper COIHS Of

& oyolall BT /% g BT 3%/Y dewlowd] S¥osl)
" VAAP) 8 WYY g laes Muscat and Oman
duypls 90 Gosia Uos Usl 58 132 (p 1A9 (dated AH 1311-1316 /1893 — 1899 CE)
s g Lol @3 3 Shlko¥l o St
.o5a)l
0+ fske sl elhad cpuo YV X YA QUS| x>
oz Yo i oo

A new release

The original research is by Scott Cordry,
the introduction by Dr. Wolfgang Schuster,
and put together and published by Arabian
Coins. A detailed, illustrated guide to the

numerous varieties of the 1/12 Anna and
1/4 Anna copper coins of Muscat & Oman

dated AH 1311-1316 (1893 - 1899 CE).
This is the first illustrated in-depth work

cataloging dozens of varieties that are only

briefly covered in standard references.

.....

28 x 22 cm, colored soft cover, 50 pages, & “%

weight 300g.

ISBN: 978-1639-44-793-0
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Roman Provincial Coinage

Angelo Geissen - The Coinage of Roman Egypt

Susan Handler - Architecture on the Roman Coins of Alexandria
Ken Trethewey - Ancient Lighthouses / Part 5 : The Pharos

https://ancientcoinage.org/lighthouses-of-alexandria.html
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