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1982 — Our 64th Year

STAMPS WANTED

Each Year Our Public Auctions
And Gold Medal Mail Sales
Sell Over 100,000 Lots!
We Urgently Need Additional Material!

You want the most for your stamps. We gladly pay it without delays or bar-
gaining. Bring in personally, or send in by insured mail or express, attention:
Appraisal Dept. All shipments are held aside intact awaiting your instruc-
tions after we send our offer or advice. Informal appraisals are free, and our
buyer can visit you to inspect properties of a value over $15,000.

J. & H. STOLOW, INC.

989 Av. of Amer. cor. 37th St., Tel: (212) 594-1144
New York, N.Y. 10018 (800) 221-2779

“‘Rated first in stamps by all standard authorities’’

Stolow’s has purchased outright, at the top market price, with immediate
cash payment, more than $700,000,000 worth of fine stamps. Our needs
are unlimited.

Fair treatment is always assured

Collectors Club Philatelist (ISSN 0010-0838) is published bimonthly in January, March, May, July,
September, and November by The Collectors Club, Inc., 22 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.
Second-Class postage paid at New York, N.Y. and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send ad-
dress changes to Collectors Club Philatelist, 274 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016.



Announcing the outright purchase of
two important collections.

We paid over seven figures for each property.
Five individual items have current market
values of over $200,000 each -
one exceeds $350,000.

For many years —
Weill of New Orleans

RAYMOND H.WEILL CO.

Roger G. Weill ° Raymond H. Weill
407 Royal St., New Orleans, La. 70130
Telephone (504) 581-7373
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Quality Stamps Aren’t Hard To Find
It You Look In The Right Place.

U.S. and Worldwide stamps bought

and sold through our auctions.

Collectors’
Auctioneer

STAMP COMPANY, INC.
LMY L)
Simmy’s Stamp Co., Inc.

148 State St.

Boston, Ma 02109

617 227 2770 In Ma
800 225 6276 Toll Free

Catalogue Gratis
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&

Fabulous

ALL WORLD OFFER

will be presented in our next auction

OCTOBER 16-22, 1983
HOTEL HILTON INTERNATIONAL ZURICH

Including International Grand-Prix and Large Gold Medal collections with over
12,000 lots.

Catalogue 1: Great Britain and British Commonwealth, The Americas

Catalogue 2: Middle East, Asia, Airmails

Catalogue 3: Greece, Crete, Olympic Games, Turkey, Balkans, Eastern Europe,
Maritime Mail

Catalogue 4: Western Europe

Each de-luxe catalogue $10 US, airmail included

DAVID FELDMAN S.A.

Case Postale 81—1213 Onex-Geneva, Switzerland
Tel: Geneva 57.25.30 — Cables: DFSTAMPS GENEVE
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Philatelic Rarities

Auctions since 1925

YOUR RELIABLE PARTNER

Benefit from our tradition,
our experience,
our knowledge in the field.

Absolute discretion.

CORINPHILA CH-8022 ZURICH
Bahnhofstrasse 1 Telex 813 113 fila ch
P.O. Box
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Our early Autumn stamp auction
September 20th, 21st, and 22nd, 1983

OME join us on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, September 20, 21, and
22, in our Auction Room at 3 East 57th Street, New York City (7th floor) for
our first major auction of the Fall season. You'll find . . .

An excellent selection of Zeppelin Flights.

Impressive Scandinavian material, including a fine
assortment of Swedish booklets and booklet panes.

e A wide range of British Commonwealth items.
e Exceptional Foreign and United States stamps.
e The final portion of the famed Negreen Estate.

Scort Auction Galleries is always in the marker for philatelic material for
outright purchase, consignment or private treaty sale. Write or telephone today,
giving us the particulars of what you have to offer. We will travel anywhere to
examine and evaluate your philatelic property.

Write or call today for your copy of the catalogue for Scott’s September 20-22
auction, to be held in our 7th floor Auction room.

3 EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022
Call TOLL FREE (800) 221-7276 In New York, (212) 371-5700
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Put me to
work for you.

When it’s time to consign your “yesterday’s col-
lection” to auction, call me. I’ll go to work for you
right away. First, I'll personally come out to see you. (If
I'm not in when you call, it’s because I'm on the road
seeing another collector. But I'll call you back.) Then, in
the comfort and privacy of your home or office we can
discuss the best way to handle your collection. You'll find
me helpful and sympathetic.

As soon as your material is
in my shop, I’ll study it to de-
termine the best way to
realize the most for you.
Important decisions will
be weighed. Shall we
clear it all out in a
single auction? Shall
we place parts of it in
our auctions of special-
ized material where they

would fit in nicely? Shall
we place parts into sales of
“name” collections where they might be enhanced by such
proximity? Shall we put aside exceptional items for inclu-
sion in our annual Gem Sale where realizations are often
astonishing? You won't be left out of these deliberations.
You'll get my recommendations and reasons why before
we lock up the sales.

After that, we’ll turn to the critical business of
lotting and describing. We pride ourselves on this. Since
we know our collector-buyers, we break lots down with
their interests in mind. We don't cherry-pick the easy ones
and relegate the rest to large lots and remainders. We milk
each decent item. This means better realizations for the
collector-seller. In each lot, we look for the “hidden value™
— the unusual cancel, the faint double transfer, the out-
of-the-ordinary usage that would make that item a prized
addition to a collection. And this too makes for better
realizations for you.

We're meticulous in our descriptions. For instance,
when is “fine” not so fine? A stamp off-center top and
bottom is worth more than the same item off-center left

CALL TOLL FREE: 800-424-9519

IN WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA.
CALL: (202) 638-5658

A\

Kaufm

1522 K Street, N.W.
Washington. D. C. 20005

and right. Yet each can properly be described as “fine.” To

make sure the better “fine” gets the better price,
we photo it. Who benefits? Both you and the
buyer.

I work for you in other ways:

All auction catalogs are not created
equal. I honestly think mine are better.
Since “presentation” in a catalog is so im-
portant, you'll'see that I picture 75% of the
items, many larger than actual size. This
75% compares with an average of 50% in
most others’ catalogs. That’s important for
your material, because most buyers can't
come personally to view the lots. If a buyer
can't see what he's buying, chances are he
won'’t buy. But a photo does the trick. Also,
you'll find the important items illustrated in
full color in every sale. This draws attention to them and
they realize more. And as much as possible, we position
photos adjacent to their lot description. That’s a conven-
ience to the buyer and a giant headache
to us. But since buyers expect it and
sellers request it, we do it.

A truism: “If you’'re willing to
sell, they’re willing to buy.” I make
sure your material is offered in my
catalogs to thousands of collector
specialists and dealers here and
abroad. Their collecting interests JohnW.
cover a broad spectrum. They're a Kau{m&mﬂ,
very receptive audience for quality ;
material and they 're serious buyers. g

As an auction is concluded and
the hammer falls on the last lot, we'll
already be hastening our settlement with you to get your
money into your hands. A number of factors will be
working for you here. First, our computerized system
eliminates the mountain of tedious paper work in tracking
and invoicing every lot and bidder. Secondly, our buyers
tend to pay promptly; we discourage slow payers by drop-
ping them from the catalog list. Most important, our return
rate is surprisingly low. We work hard at that by making
sure our descriptions are accurate, our claims not exagger-
ated, and most material photographed.

Let me respectfully suggest that when the time
comes to sell, take a few minutes for a toll-free call to
me (800-424-9519). Let’s discuss your collection. You
may end up putting me to work for you then and there.
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WHY do so many American
collectors sell through

ROBSON LOWE

The short answer is SERVICE, the
best auction catalogs backed with a marketing
expertise, unique in professional philately.

There are ten agents in the U.S.A. plus our offices in Los Angeles, New York, and Toronto. Our
agents are available to visit clients who want to sell and give them advice.

With headquarters in London, an expert technical team inBournemouth producing over seventy
fine quality catalogs each year, eleven offices in nine countries, agents in 21 other countries, the
widest information coverage is available to vendors who want to

SELL IN THE BEST MARKET

Buying or Selling, You Cannot Do Better Than
Contact

NEW YORK—212 546 1087 ask for
Elizabeth Pope or Scott Terpel

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

Headquarters: Robson Lowe International
10 King Street, St. James’s, SW1Y 6QX
Telephone: 1 839 4034, Telex 9164219

AUCTION FACILITIES IN SEVEN COUNTRIES

ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL

a member of the Christies International Group
10 King St., St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QX

Cables: “Stamps London SW1” Telex: 916429
V.A.T. No. 323/7655/54
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ARE YOUR STAMPS FOR SALE?

AMERICA’S PREMIER AUCTION
HOUSE

OFFERS

GUARANTEED AUCTION
REALIZATION
BACKED WITH MAXIMUM
CASH ADVANCE

At no charge our auction house will guarantee the minimum net you will receive
from sale at auction and immediately advance interest-free cash to you. The only
charge to you is a 10% commission on what your collection realizes at auction. The
buyer also pays a 10% buyers premium.

Minimum collection consignment $1,000.

When you sell your collection at auction you should and can have immediate cash.
Enjoy instant cash which can earn immediate interest for you at today’s high interest
rates.

Sell your collection through the auction house first in prestige, first in dollar volume.
Our auctions realized over $16 million in 1981.

bt ¥ el

(AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.)

160 E. 56th Street Tel.: (212) 753-6421
New York, N.Y. 10022 Established 52 Years
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Awards and Honors

1955 Third Exposicion Filatelica
Nacional (Bogota), Gold Medal for
Volume 30

1955 Third Exposicion Filatelica
Nacional (Bogota), Silver Medal for
the “Hawker Stamp of
Newfoundland” to Henry M.
Goodkind, March 1955

1981 TAIPEX, Silver medal for
volume 59

1982 STAMPSHOW 82 (APS),
Gold Medal for Volume 60

1982 Dorothy Colby Award for best
original article appearing in the
philatelic press, to Abbot Lutz for
“Post Office Machines: Metered
Mail—Coin Fed for Public Use.”
July 1981.
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A 90-Cent
Goodhue Cover

Chalmers M. Yohn

Luis F. Emilio was an herbs-and-spices dealer who lived and had
his bank account in Salem, Massachusetts. Emilio’s business must
have been a prosperous one—otherwise, why would he carry a
self-addressed envelope of Albert P. Goodhue’s to San Francisco?

There are at least three reasons why Emilio might have carried
this envelope all the way across the United States: (1) to see
whether he could get herbs and spices by way of San Francisco, (2)
to use itin opening up a store in San Francisco, or (3) to try to send a
letter from San Francisco to Zanzibar by way of the steamer Great
Republic (Pacific Mail Steamship Company) on her first trip to
China.

These three possibilities, however, are just educated guesses.
Emilio’s true reason for carrying the envelope to San Francisco is
unclear—just another of the frequent mysteries that confront the
student of United States postal history.

Before leaving San Francisco, Emilio wrote “Luis F. Emilio San
Francisco Aug 29/67” on the back of the envelope, on the left-
hand side. This was probably done for future reference. He then
carried the cover back to Salem.

There are two possible routes, both by ship, for Emilio’s return to
Salem: (1) by way of Panama, or (2) by way of Nicaragua.

For the Panama route, Emilio would have had to leave San
Francisco on August 31, 1867 aboard the Pacific Mail Steampship
Company’s Sacramento (Captain Caverly). The sailing date would
ordinarily have been September 1, but since that fell on a Sunday,
the sailing was moved to August 31 (see The New York Times, 31
August 1867). When the Sacramento reached Panama, its passen-
gers and cargo were transported by train to Aspinwall (Colon), a
distance of about fifty miles. Each passenger had to pay his own
train fare, which was $25, or about 50 cents a mile (see p. 264 of
Ernest A. Wiltsee’s Gold Rush Steamers). From Aspinwall, the
passengers and cargo sailed to New York on the Arizona (Captain
Maury). The Arizona left Aspinwall on September 12, 1867, and
arrived in New York the following September 21 (see The New
York Times of 21-22 September 1867).

For the Nicaragua route, Emilio would have had to leave San
Francisco on August 30, 1867, aboard the Opposition Line’s Amer-
ica (Captain E. Wakeman; see The New York Times, 30 August
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Fig. 1. Bank marking on the
back of the cover.

1867). On reaching San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua, the America’s
passengers and cargo crossed the twelve miles of land to Virgin Bay
and were then transported by steamer across Lake Nicaragua to San
Carlos (see pp. 50-68 of Wiltsee’s Gold Rush Steamers). From San
Carlos, they traveled the San Juan River by steamer to San Juan del
Norte (Greytown). From there they sailed to New York aboard the
San Francisco (Captain Howes), arriving on September 20 at 2 a.m.
(see The New York Times, 20 September 1867).

It seems clear that Emilio left San Francisco either on August 30,
1867 aboard America or on the following day aboard Sacramento.
An earlier ship would have been inconsistent with the San Francis-
co date that Emilio wrote on the back of the cover. A later ship
would have failed to get the cover to the east coast in time for its
bank marking and postmarks. Traveling from San Francisco to
Salem overland, which required 26-30 days, would no doubt have
taken too long a time to be the way that Emilio actually went.

The question is, then, which of the two water routes did Emilio
take, the one via Panama or the one via Nicaragua?

It is the opinion of this author (the current owner of this cover)
that Luis F. Emilio, a man of some means and standing, would not
have spared money by traveling steerage (the lowest fare), given the
inferior quality of steerage accommodations. Accordingly, this au-
thor checked the list of cabin passengers arriving in New York on
September 21 aboard the Arizona (the Panama route). Emilio’s
name does not appear on that list (see The New York Times, 21-22
September 1867). There was no listing of steerage passengers. An
attempt was made to check the cabin passengers arriving the prev-
ious day aboard the San Francisco (the Nicaragua route), but The
New York Times contains no passenger list whatsoever for that

September-October 1983 248



arrival. Since Emilio’s name does not appear on the list of the
Arizona’s cabin passengers, it seems likely (in the author’s opin-
ion) that Emilio made the trip east by way of the Nicaragua route.

At any rate, Emilio had arrived in Salem by September 24, for on
that day he obtained a bank draft at the Salem Savings Bank. Emilio
enclosed that draft in his letter and added red sealing wax. The
bank placed a marking on the back of the cover, on the left-hand
side (Fig. 1).

Emilio then mailed his letter at the Salem Post Office (see Fig. 2
for the Salem postmark). It was, as I noted earlier, self-addressed to
Mr. Albert P. Goodhue of Zanzibar, in care of Dr. Brooks of the
Seychelle Isles, and was franked with a 90-cent stamp (Scott 72).

The January 1955 issue of the U.S. Cancellation Club Quarterly
contains, on page 30, a group of cancels from the collection of
Wilbur W. Davis. The cancel received by the stamp on Emilio’s
letter is shown as No. 45 in that group(Fig. 3)and is listed on page 29
of that issue as a Salem cancel. The cover tnen went fourteen miles
southwest, to Boston, where it was postmarked September 25,
1867, with a “BOSTON BR. PKT PAID” marking (Fig. 4).

British mail sailed from Boston every other Wednesday, in-
cluding Wednesday, 25 September 1867. On that particular day,
British mail sailed from Boston on the Cunard steamer China
(Captain Hackley; see The New York Times, 25 September 1867).
Emilio’s letter, which was routed to go by British mail, left Boston
that day aboard the China, as the cover’s London postmark con-
firms.

The October 4, 1867 issue of the Times of London carries a report
that the China had passed Browhead signal station at 11 p.m. the
previous day on its way to Queenstown (now Cobh, a port in
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southwest Ireland). The report says that the letters were to reach
London at 6:35 a.m. on October 5.

The October 5 issue of the Times of London reports that the
China arrived in Queenstown at 2:50 a.m. the previous day, landed
ninety sacks of mail there, and then left at 3 a.m. for Liverpool.

After leaving the China, Emilio’s letter was transported to Lon-
don in time to be postmarked there on October 5. The London
postmark (Fig. 5) appears on the front of the cover under those of
Salem and Boston.

The date of the London postmark provides confirmation that the
cover did, in fact, leave Boston on 25 September aboard the China.
Had the cover left Boston two weeks later (the next time British
mail sailed from Boston), the date of its London postmark would
have been impossible. Had the cover left Boston two weeks before it
actually did, the dates of its Salem and Boston postmarks would
have been impossible.

From London, the cover went to Zanzibar “Via Marseilles.” This
routing direction, “Via Marseilles,” can be seen on the front of the
cover, in the upper left-hand corner.

In the 1860s, there were two main routing instructions for United
States mail head for the Far East: “Via Southampton” or “Via
Marseilles” (see p. 12 of Ashbrook Special Service). Mail routed via
Southampton crossed the Atlantic to England by British (Cunard)
or American packet and then traveled from Southampton in
British mail ships to Gibralter and then across the Mediterranean to
Alexandria, Egypt. Mail routed via Marseilles likewise crossed the
Atlantic to England by British or American packet, but then saved
time by crossing the English Channel and going by train through
France from Calais to Marseilles, where it was loaded onto British
mail ships bound for Alexandria.

Sending a letter via Marseilles was more expensive than sending
it via Southampton (see p. 12 of Ashbrook). The additional cost (six
cents U.S. for each quarter ounce) was what France charged for the
passage from Calais to Marseilles.

The postage rates for sending a letter from the United States to
Zanzibar via Marseilles or via Southampton can be found in the
Post-Office Directory for 1863, though not under “Zanzibar.” On p.
97 of his book Ashbrook Special Service, Stanley Ashbrook wrote:
“If you have tables for foreign rates the chances are that you will not
find ‘Zanzibar’ or ‘Seychelles Isles’ listed but mail to these places
was listed under ‘Mauritius.”” This is true of the table “Foreign
Postage” on pp. xv-xvii on the Post-Office Directory for 1863;
neither Zanzibar nor the Seychelle Isles is listed, but Mauritius is.

The rates for Mauritius, which apply to Zanzibar, are found on p.
xvi of the table. The rate for Mauritius “Via Southampton” is 33
cents for a letter not exceeding one-half ounce. The rate for Mauri-
tius “Via Marseilles” is 39 cents for a letter not exceeding one-
quarter ounce and 45 cents for a letter exceeding one-quarter ounce
but not exceeding one-half ounce.
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Mail routed “Via Southampton” was dispatched from South-
ampton on the 4th and 20th of each month. Mail routed “Via
Marseilles” left London on the 10th and 26th of each month (see p.
12 of Ashbrook). Emilio’s letter consequently remained in London
from Saturday, October 5, until Thursday, October 10. It then left
London by “British closed mail,” which means that it was placed in
a mailbag and received no further postal markings for the remain-
der of the trip to Zanzibar.

From London, the letter went by train to Dover, crossed the
Channel to Calais, then across France by train to Marseilles, on the
Mediterranean.

On the front of the cover in red is a large 2 802. This means it was
a double-rate letter (2x45 cents), with Great Britain getting 80
cents and the United States retaining the other 10 cents. Great
Britain paid all fares for the letter from London to Zanzibar, in-
cluding the cost of the letter’s train ride across France.

The Times of London of this period reported train journeys from
London to Paris as taking twelve hours. Allowing for the additional
distance to Marseilles, the letter would no doubt have reached that
city sometime on October 11, thus allowing it to leave Marseilles
the following day aboard the British mail ship Nyanza (British mail
left Marseilles by steamer on the 12th and 28th of each month).

The Nyanza, a ship of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Naviga-
tion Company, had been in the Marseilles harbor since 8:30 a.m. of
October 1 (see Times of London, 2 October 1867). It was being held
there for quarantine due to the cholera epidemic on Malta, which is
where the Nyanza had been just before coming to Marseilles (see
Times of London, 30 September 1867). The Nyanza left Marseilles
on October 12, arrived at Malta at 6 p.m. on October 14, and then
left at midnight for Alexandria (see Times of London, 16 October
1867). The Times of London carries no notice of the ship’s arrival in
Alexandria, but it probably arrived there sometime on October 17.
The Nyanzia left Alexandria at 4 p.m. on October 18 for a return
voyage to Southampton.

Emilio’s letter could not have gone through the Suez Canal be-
cause that Canal was not yet completed (it had been begun in April,
1859 but was not opened to navigation until November, 1869).
When it did open, the British Post Office prohibited the carrying of
mail by ship through the canal until 1874 (see Alan Robertson’s
The Maritime Postal History of the British Isles, p. B.45).

Instead, the letter traveled from Alexandria to Suez by train, as
the railroad from Alexandria had been completed to Suez by 1859.
At Suez, the letter was loaded aboard a steamer of the Peninsular
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company (see Robertson). If this
particular steamer was bound for Mauritius, the letter would have
been dropped off at the Seychelles on the way. If the steamer was
not headed for Mauritius, then the letter would have been put off at
Aden, where it would have awaited a Mauritius-bound steamer.
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Elliott Perry,
William T. Robey,
and the 24-cent
Air Mail Invert

Philip Silver

On page 14 of his monograph United States The 24-cent Air Mail
Inverted Center of 1918, Henry M. Goodkind makes the following
statement:
For example, Mr. Elliott Perry often relates his memories of these
May 1918 events. Mr. Perry maintains that he still has some of the

original correspondence but unfortunately has mislaid it, not being
able to make it available for our purposes.

The Goodkind monograph was published originally as an article
in the March, 1956 issue of The Collectors Club Philatelist. Good-
kind died in 1970, while Perry passed away two years later. Perry
never published anything after Goodkind’s article about his con-
nection with the 24-cent air mail invert or its original purchaser,
William T. Robey.

In a letter to Mrs. Ethel B. McCoy dated November 23, 1953, Perry
states he had checked his “R” files but had not located the corres-
pondence. There are other statements made in that letter, which
will be touched on later in this article.

In another letter to Mrs. McCoy dated June 3, 1957, Perry states
that he has located the Robey correspondence. The carbon copy of
that letter is too light for proper reproduction here. Because it sheds
much light on the May, 1918 events and Perry’s connection with
them, however, it is being published here in full:

June 3, 1957
Dear Ethel:

What I suspected was likely to happen did happen yesterday. My
younger son, wife and two grandsons were here and when looking
for a document of Robbie’s which was thought to be here I came
across the Robey letters.

One short letter postmarked at Washington 8 Am on May 15, 1918,
refers to a telegram Robey had sent me about the 24c invert sheet—
“the only one in existence at this date.” Four names penciled by me
on the back of Robey’s note sheet are evidently the other people who
Robey approached, viz; Percy Mann, Stanley Gibbons, Percy Doane,
and Wendover Neefus.
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Other pencil notations are “$50,000” and “$500” which I believe
was Robey’s price for the invert sheet and the average price for each
of the 100 stamps necessary to make the total price for the sheet.

Another penciled notation is my intended reply to Robey’s letter,
but that reply is crossed out and marked “not sent.” However, Robey
wrote me on May 20, 1918, after his return from New York and
referred to a letter I wrote him on May 16th. (*)

Robey’s letter of May 20, 1918 closes;—“Wish to notify you that all
negotiations for the sheet are at an end, as I have come to the final
conclusion that the same is not for sale at any price.”

The envelope in which this letter came was also found. It shows
the letter was registered at the New York Ave. Station on May 20,
1918.

Two other Robey letters found with the others were written before
he bought the 24¢ air mail sheet, and naturally do not mention it. One
is dated May 11, 1918 and the other (undated) bears indication that it
was written at the same period.

What is your pleasure regarding these letters?

Sincerely,

(*)So far as is known my files do not contain a copy of my letter of
May 16, 1918, but if there was a copy it probably is still here some-
where in the house.

Having introduced the subject as above, it might be useful to
detail the chronology of how Perry’s letters to Mrs. McCoy and
others that will be cited later in this article came into my posses-
sion.

Gilbert E. Foster and his wife, Ruth, had been lifelong friends of
Elliott Perry and his wife. They were also neighbors in their home
town of Westfield, New Jersey. After Perry’s death in 1972, his wife
retained his correspondence files. Before her own death several
years ago, Mrs. Perry gave that part of the correspondence that
referred to Robey and the invert to the Fosters.

Gilbert Foster called me at my home on July 22,1980. “Gib,” as he
is known to his friends, had been following some of my articles in
the philatelic press, and he wondered if I would care to write the
story about Perry’s involvement with the 24-cent air mail invert. If
so, he would turn over to me all the files in his possession.

My reaction to the offer was instantaneous. I told Gib that  would
be proud to write the story. Though my reaction and my promise to
write the story were instantaneous, the writing has lagged due to a
natural propensity for putting things off until tomorrow, and be-
cause of several other articles already started, which had to be
completed first.

Many stories have been written about Robey, the finder of the
24-cent air mail invert, and several apocryphal tales have found
their way into print. The one he most vehemently disclaimed (in
his own February 19, 1938 article in Weekly Philatelic Gossip )
concerned the person who was on line ahead of him at the New
York Avenue branch of the post office in Washington, D.C. Robey
labeled that story “absolutely false, for at the time that I made my
purchase there was no line and no one was ahead of me at the
window.”
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Others, in writing about Robey, have indicated he was not much
of a collector. On page 10 of his monograph, Goodkind refers to
Robey’s collecting interests as follows:

We hold a theory that Mr. Robey was seeking to buy plate number
blocks or sheets. We have read that his particular specialty was new
issues of the United States with plate numbers.

Further, on page 26 of his monograph, Goodkind refers to
Robey’s collecting interests: “. . . or possibly his stamp collections
were of nominal value.”

The correspondence between Robey and Perry in my possession
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Fig. 1. Earliest letter in the
Robey-Perry correspondence.
Robey asks for assistance in
classifying copies of the 5-
cent stamps of 1857.



begins with a letter dated January 6, 1917. It is shown as Fig. 1. It
indicates that Robey’s short involvement with philately—his 1938
article states that he became interested in the collecting of postage
stamps only two years before his lucky find on May 14, 1918—
already had matured to the point where he was interested in Perry’s
help in classifying two copies of the 5-cent stamps of 1857.

At this point there is a gap until November 8, 1917 in the corres-
pondence between the two men. I cannot tell if this is because
Robey was not purchasing at all for his collection or because he was
buying from others. I do know that he bought stamps from Wendov-
er Neefus of Hudson, New York, because in a later letter to Perry,
Robey gives Neefus as a reference. Also, because it has been well
documented in the writings of others, and because Robey himself
intimated as much in his own 1938 article, we do know that he was
a frequent visitor at the offices of H. F. Coleman, the Washington
stamp dealer, and probably purchased some of his needs there. In
subsequent letters to Perry, Robey states that he has been buying at
auction, too.

The correspondence between Robey and Perry picked up again
on November 8, 1917. In rapid succession there are letters from
Robey dated November 15, November 19, November 20, November
24, November 30, December 7, and December 17 (all 1917). His
requests included unused officials, postage dues, and a complete
set of India proofs or surcharged specimen stamps for all the de-
partmental series, revenue stamps, etc. Apparently his requests
matured into purchases, because there are references to payment
by checks in amounts of $12.50, $18.50, and $11.50 in the group of
eight letters mentioned above.

It seems that Robey found customers for some of the approvals
that Perry had sent him. An undated letter (probably written in
December, 1917, because it appears among those of that month) is
quite revealing about this activity:

Since writing the above have succeeded in selling some of your
approvals. I enclose check of $38.85 to cover those sold. This party’s
check is O.K. You may no fear about it not being good.

Yours truly,
W. T. Robey
In Robey’s next letter (dated December 28, 1917) he encloses a
check for $17.85 covering his purchases and tells Perry about his
collecting interests:

[ have never started to make a collection of anything but the U.S.
stamps, not even the Colonies and think it will be sometime before I
start on these as I believe money put in the old U.S. stamps now will
in a few years be worth much more and will prove a good investment
for anyone procuring same now. This is the reason I have never
started a general collection of all countries. My collection is nearly
complete from 1869 to date except some of the revenues.

The full extent of Robey’s collection, quite apart from what he
indicated in his December 28, 1917 letter, becomes reasonably
apparent in his final 1917 letter, which is reproduced here as Fig. 2.
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The correspondence continued through early 1918, until May
11, only a few days short of his fateful May 14 purchase of the
24-cent invert sheet. This letter, incidentally, is the one mentioned
by Perry in his June 3, 1957 letter to Mrs. McCoy. Robey the
purchaser has become Robey the seller in the interim. In a letter of
March 23, 1918, he boasts of having purchased a block of the 5-cent
Taylor stamps for $6 and selling it for $12, “which gave me a good
profit on same.” In the May 11 letter, Robey offers Perry another
block of the 5-cent Taylor “perfectly centered with the American
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requesting o.g. blocks of four
for his collection.



Fig. 3. Robey’s letter to Perry
notifying him of the purchase
of the 24-cent air mail invert
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Bank Note imprint at the bottom. This is another one [ have recently
picked up and will accept $15.00 for same if you can use it.” There
is a small pencil notation in Perry’s handwriting at the bottom of
the letter: “$15.00 too much. Interested at $12.00.”

The foregoing recital of the dealings between the two men should
forever dispel the notion that Robey was not much of a collector, or
that he was primarily a plate number collector. He was sufficiently
sophisticated about United Stamps to know about all the previous
invert errors and, because it had been widely publicized that the
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24-cent air mail stamp was to be issued in two colors, he had goneto
the post office (as probably others must have gone as well) on the
chance he might be lucky enough to buy inverted vignette stamps—
if indeed any resulted from the printing process and had escaped
the watchful eyes of the postal examiners.

In his 1938 article in Weekly Philatelic Gossip, Robey states that
he had sent a telegram to Percy Mann telling him of his find and
“requesting him to give proper notice of same in his column.” Percy
McGraw Mann, among his other activities, wrote a weekly column
in Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News. Mann offered to buy the sheet of
inverts for $10,000, but Robey told him that he had made up his
mind to go to New York to see if he could get a better offer.

There is no mention in Robey’s article about the sending of
telegrams to anyone other than Mann but, as New York City was the
philatelic center of the country, if Robey had made up his mind to
peddle his sheet there, it was reasonable to assume that he would
have notified others about his find. We know now, of course, that
Robey sent at least one other telegram, the one to Perry. Robey’s
letter to Perry dated May 15, 1918 (Wednesday) is reproduced here
as Fig. 3. The opening sentence of that letter refers to the telegram.

Apparently that telegram was sent on Tuesday, the day of the
“find.” Perry received it the same evening. The next day (Wednes-
day), Perry scoured the three main New York City post offices to see
if he could find additional sheets of the errors.

Perry received the May 15 letter the evening of the day it was
written. He immediately called Robey at his home and, it is appar-
ent, offered him some sort of proposition relative to the purchase of
the error sheet. The chronology may best be delineated by first
reproducing in full Perry’s May 16, 1918 letter to Robey. It is shown
here as Fig. 4. What it indicates (to me, at least) is the following
sequence of events:

1. May 14, 1918 (Tuesday), Robey sends a telegram to Perry
notifying him of his find that day of the sheet of the 24-cent
air mail inverts.

2. May 14, 6 p.m., Perry receives Robey’s telegram.

3. May 15 (Wednesday), Perry scours three of New York’s
main post offices to see if he can locate other 24-cent air
mail inverts.

4. Stocks of the normal 24-cent air mail stamps are so depleted
that post office clerks will sell only stamps for which a
purchaser could show addressed envelopes.

5. Perry sends one letter to Robey by the first May 15 flight
from New York to Washington.

6. Still on Wednesday, May 15, but after 11 p.m., Perry
reaches Robey by telephone.

7. Perry states he was the first to answer Robey’s inquiry, and
stipulates that because of that and other considerations of
value (this is legalese and indicates he may have received
advice from an attorney) Robey is not to dispose of the sheet
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ay 16, 1918

Hr, ¥, T, Robay
1420 ‘Harvord st., 1.7,
Tashington, b.o.

Dear r, flobey,

Your telegrum ocume about ~ix o'slook
Tuesday evening. 1% read,®Lock out for sheet 8493,
seroplane, They are inverts,® I went to tha three
main post ofTicea in New York yesterday to see vhat
1 sculd find but only a feov stampa seemed %o be in
stoack and they would sell only as many as you comld
show addiressed letters to stiok them on, Fortunately Y
I hd a fer envelopes with me and mailed one to you,

Your letter stating you had seoured a
aheet of the inveris reached me socm after six aat
ovening just as I wme starting for a dimner party,
On my return I telephoned you unsuocesafully at 10,37
and with better luck after 11,

As a result of this oonversation :nd of
the faot that I waas the first to answer your inquiry,
snd for other sonaiderationa of value,it 1s unierstcod
between us that you are not to diapose of the sheet, or
of :ny part of it, without firet affording me »n oppor-
tunity to ghasg,and that 1f I will pay an ascunt
equal to the highest bona fide offer whish you receive
or obtain up %o 11.X P,M, Tedneaday, May 23, 1818, you
are to sell me the sheet,

The asonneation wae perfeot and I hesrd you
3learly so do not think there occuld be any misunder-
standing, I am enclosing u dollar in order $hut there
may be no question that 1 neaept your proposition as
above stated, ;

Posaibly it will be oonvenien$ for me t¢
be in Taahington toemorrow (Friday) evening or Zaturdoy
8 I um planning to go to Philudelphls and Bl Sinore
within o few days and gould run over from Saltimore and
g6 you.
s, e oM
17 e
e Gz, z -
G‘AM o 36 rJ E

)Ww’gﬂrm

Youra very tm;l\y,

Fig. 4. Perry’s letter to Robey
agreeing to purchase the in-
vert sheet.
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without giving him first refusal and a chance to equal any
best offer Robey may have received.
8. Perry sets a time limit on the requested option: 11:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, May 22, one week later.
9. Perry encloses a dollar bill as one consideration of value
with his May 16 letter, and states that he will be in Washing-
ton on Friday, May 17, or Saturday, May 18.
10. In the lower left corner of the May 16 letter, Perry notes in
ink the serial number of the $1 silver certificate he encloses.
Iwould like to digress for a moment to consider the May 15 letter
(Fig. 3) that Robey had sent to Perry. From Perry’s May 16 letter
(Fig. 4) it is clear that Robey’s letter was received by him on
Wednesday, May 15, the same day that Robey sent it. May 15, 1918
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was the date of the first flights between Washington and New York.
Students of these flights know that several legs of the flights were
flown successfully, including New York to Philadelphia, Phi-
ladelphia to Washington, and Philadelphia to New York.

The flight from Washington to Philadelphia, as is well known,
came to grief near Waldorf, Maryland. Lt. George Leroy Boyle, the
pilot of that leg, had been instructed to follow the railroad tracks as
a guide in addition to using his compass. He did, except that he
followed the southbound tracks instead of the northbound tracks.

According to the best evidence gathered and analyzed by United
States aerophilatelists, the mail in the sacks for the May 15, 1918
Washington-to-Philadelphia flight was returned to Washington by
motor truck and was flown out the next day, May 16.

If you will refer to Fig. 3, you will note that the cover is post-
marked at Washington on May 15,1918 at 8 a.m. In view of Robey’s
involvement with the 24-cent air mail stamp, one may wonder why
he chose to send the letter to Perry by first-class mail. The May 15
first flight was scheduled to take off several hours later. Certainly at
8 a.m. he had enough time to get an air mail stamp and affix it to the
cover for the flight. In any event, he did not, and he missed an
opportunity to create an historical item for the delight of U.S.
aerophilatelists. Of course, had he sent his letter by the first flight, it
would have arrived in New York and in Perry’s hands on May 16
instead of May 15.

In any event, Robey’s letter “flew the rails” between Washington
and New York. In 1918, train service between these two cities had
an elapsed time of just under six hours. So, counting arrival in New
York City, sorting of the mail at the main post office near Pennsyl-
vania Station, routing by truck to New Jersey, and delivery to
Perry’s home in Westfield “soon after six last evening” on May 15,
we have a record of a truly remarkable postal feat. And only for
three cents, the wartime first-class rate! Postal authorities please
note.

According to Robey’s 1938 article, he left Washington for New
York on Friday afternoon, May 17, and arrived about 9 p.m.
Awaiting him at the Hotel McAlpin “were Percy Doane the well
known dealer and Elliott Perry, ‘Himself.” ” Robey told them he had
refused an offer of $10,000 for his sheet.

Apparently, Robey was under the impression that Perry was
going to be in Philadelphia that day, because several hours after his
departure for New York on May 17 Robey’s wife sent a telegram
care of the Western Union office in Philadelphia (see Fig. 5). It bears
a Washington May 17 date at 5:20 p.m. It will be noted that the
telgram was received at the 15th and Chestnut Streets office 28
minutes later on the same day, at 5:48 p.m. Coincidentally, this was
only two short blocks from the office of Eugene Klein.

But was Perry there to receive it? A good question and not
susceptible of easy answer. In any event, the telegram is part of the
Robey-Perry correspondence, and somehow found its way to the
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Fig. 5. Telegram sent by intended recipient.
?;)b%’lSBWife to Perry on May On Saturday, May 18, Robey tried unsuccessfully to see Col.
' ' Green at his office at 111 Broadway. He then continued on to the
Stanley Gibbons office in lower Manhattan, and there got manager
Eustace B. Power’s offer of $250. Subsequently, he walked over to
the office of the Scott Stamp and Coin Company, just a few short
blocks away, and received their offer to dispose of the sheet on a

commission basis.

Upon returning to the Hotel McAlpin, Robey found John J. Kle-
mann, Jr., waiting for him with his $2500 offer. That evening Robey
telephoned Mann in Philadelphia and told him that he had decided
not to sell his sheet. Robey informed Mann that he would return to
Washington on the next day, Sunday. Mann asked Robey to stop off
first in Philadelphia. When Robey arrived, Mann took him to see
Eugene Klein, who gave him the [eventually] successful offer of
$15,000.

But what happened to Perry during these two days of Saturday
and Sunday? Unfortunately, there is a gap for these days, but is
must be remembered that Perry believed that he had an option to
purchase the sheet, as he had written in his letter of May 16.

Klein’s option to purchase Robey’s sheet was due to expire on
Monday, May 20, at 3 p.m. Shortly before that time, Klein tele-
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phoned Robey to tell him that he would pay the $15,000 price.
Robey agreed to deliver the sheet to Klein in Philadelphia on
Tuesday, May 21.

To foreclose Perry’s belief that he had a purchase option (as
expressed in the May 16 letter), Robey sent him a registered letter
dated May 20. It is shown as Fig. 6. The envelope in which is was
sent is shown as Fig. 7. I cannot tell when Perry received the letter,
because there is no further correspondence between the two men. It
is reasonable to assume, however, that there was no continued
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Fig. 6. Robey’s letter of May
20, 1918 to Perry notifying
him that his offer of May 16 is
not accepted. Though Robey
knew at that time (8 a.m.) that
Klein’s option was still in
effect, he states that the sheet
“is not for sale at any price.”



Fig. 7. The envelope in which
Robey’s May 20 letter was
sent.
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dealer-customer relationship, because there are no further letters in
the file in my possession. In passing, however, I would like to
include the pencil notation made by Perry on the back of Robey’s
May 20 letter. It reads, “Deal Closed Sunday May 19th in Phila.
Percy Mann.”

Earlier in this article, reference was made to a November 23, 1953
letter that Perry had written to Mrs. McCoy. It will be quoted here at
length because it sheds some additional light on who actually
purchased the sheet from Robey. Robey’s 1938 article mentions
only Eugene Klein as the purchaser, but Perry thought otherwise:

November 23, 1953
Dear Mrs. McCoy:

It was good to have the nice chats with you at the ASDA show.

I have taken my co-laborer from other work and he will search for
the Robey correspondence until it is found. [ re-check of the “R” file
shows the letters are not there, as I told you. But I have seen them in
quite recent years and know they are here. They would never have
been thrown out intentionally as [ had in mind printing the story of
my connection with the find myself sometime.

I have told few people about it and the only time I recall
mentioning it was at a dinner of one of the air mail societies in New
York at the time of the 1947 show, at which time I learned of Vincent
Domanski’s connection with the matter. I believe he furnished part
or all of the money by which the Philadelphia group purchased
Robey’s sheet. Percy Mann, who was one of the five dealers Robey
approached, did not have that kind of money.

Two of the other dealers were Wendover Neefus and E. B. (“Use-
less”) Power. I do not recall who was the fifth dealer, but I know he
was not alive in 1947, as [ was surprised to learn that any of the
Philadelphia group were living. In fact, other than Percy Mann, I
never knew who put up the money, or were the group.

Fig. 8 reproduces Perry’s penciled notations on the reverse of
Robey’s May 15 letter. It will be noted that he mentions Percy
Mann, Stanley Gibbons, Percy Doane, and [Wendover| Neefus. If
we were to guess at the name of the fifth participant in the group
which put up the money, it would be Vincent Domanski. His name,
as noted previously, appeared in Perry’s November 23, 1953 letter

to Mrs. McCoy.

September-October 1983 264



The penciled notations Perry made on the back of Robey’s May
15 letter may not be clearly discernable in the photograph. Pre-
viously, Perry had mentioned them in his June 3, 1957 letter to Mrs.
McCoy. But the message he intended to write to Robey was not
spelled out. For the record, that message reads as follows:

W.T. Robey

1420 Harvard St., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Yes am interested in sheets of inverts
and would like you to forward it on
approval at once, stating net price

for all or any part. Will give

you an immediate answer.
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made by Perry on the back of
Robey’s May 15 letter.



Promissory Note

Roberts Blank No. 10

W. B, kmrurx(,o:«mxv I'«g luhlul iers

1413 New York Ave,, Wanhmgum I €.

$ 118.00 Washington, B. €., May 20, 1915. 141
SIX MONTHS--emwecmemame after Date, for value rereitred, -=I-promise to pay
R wmenl, Ao OSWELLerveomcncrsnocnccnn cremmem—— --or order, the sum
of one hundred sighteenme--== memeeesemmmssemesncccnnnnnenmneanne BOIlArE,
at with interest at the rate of per

centum per anmum until paid.

No.

Bur November 20, 1915.
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Fig. 9. Robey’s May 20, 1915
promissory note in favor of C.
A. Oswell.

The intended letter is crossed out with the words, “Not sent.”
So ended Perry’s chance to become the purchaser of Robey’s air
mail invert sheet. In a letter to Harry L. Lindquist many years later,
he states that he thinks he might have been the successful purchas-
er if he had “shoved $11,000 under his nose that night.”
I would like at this point to return to a statement made by
Goodkind on page 26 of his monograph:

It has been alleged in stories told to collectors that Robey’s life was
not too fortunate after he had sold his $24 sheet for a net profit of
$14,976. This caused him and his family to expand their mode of
living so that the money was soon spent. In time he had little left to
show except the fame of his purchase in 1918.

I can add something to the Robey-Perry story that is more than
just an allegation of stories told to collectors. Included in the
correspondence file is a letter to Perry written on June 14,1921 by a
Mr. C. A. Oswell of Washington, D.C. Mr. Oswell enclosed a pro-
missory note for $118 dated May 20, 1915 signed by Robey in favor
of Oswell. The note is shown as Fig. 9. The letter reads (in part):

1864 Wyoming Avenue
Washington, D.C. June 14/1921

My dear Perry:

Here is a note of Robey’s he gave me some years ago. I think a note
is good for 7 years. This is the only way you can get square on him.
Ask him to send you a collection of U.S. stamps, then keep what
stamps that amount to the value of the note. Or better still write and
tell him (after you get his selection of stamps) you have a note you
bought from me and you will deduct the amount in stamps. Then he
will write you saying I took a book of his stamps valued at some $60
dollars. Then that will leave you $50 without the interest. So you can
get something out of him that way. Don’t let him know you have my
note or he will never send you any stamps. He lost his house I
understand so there will be nothing to attach in that line although I
believe he has loads of stamps.

Tell him to send you $100 or $150 worth of stamps. After you
receive them, then let him know you bought his note from me. He
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»r. Elliott Perry
Box 383
westfield, . J.

Dear Ellfott:

I 414 not know you had eny part in that 24¢ sir mail
invert find and it certaimly was unfortunate that ackerman did
not fall for it as there was & beautiful chance to make a cleam-ul.
However, 1 doubt if he would have been as liberal with you as

Green was with slein,

We have another version of this L4¢ airmail invert
wiieh & heve had set for sometime for the C.C.P. It slso
eppeared in Phillips’ Classics so you undoubtedly have sesn it.
i1 enclose the proof of it herewith, which you can throw away
when you are through with it as it is a duplicate.
1 Jjust got a letter from Francis C. Ryan of roughkespsie,
B. Y. telling me how much he liked your article on siscuit Grills
and esking if we were going to reprint it as he would like %o have
8 copy to mount inm his collection. it certainly was a swell job
and 1 wes particularly pleased to have it for the anmiverssry Number.

Sinecersly yours,

z " E
;7'?4@:" . e |

quite Hibbs Sept. 1920 so you are supposed to have that note before
he left Hibbs. Don’t you think it will work out all right or get some
one else to do the trick. We don’t care as long a we get anything out of
him.
Let me hear from you and what you think you can do about Robey.
You or some one order the stamps then give him the note in payment.
Yours sincerely,
C. A. Oswell
Apparently Robey owed Perry a sum of money for stamps he had
purchased and had neglected to pay for. The debt obviously was
outstanding three years after Robey’s lucky find. Thus it would
appear that, for whatever reason, he had fallen on hard times. And,
if Oswell’s statement is true, he had lost his home as well. There is

no indication what action, if any, Perry took with reference to
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Fig. 10. Lindquist’s October 9,
1933 letter to Perry in which
he intimates that Ackerman
could have backed Perry
financially in the purchase of
the invert sheet.



Fig. 11. Galley proof of Phil-
lips’ article quoting Klein’s
account of the events leading
up to his purchase of the in-
vert sheet.

Reminiscences of the Veterans

By Charves J. Priuvires.
The U. 8. 24c. Air-Mail With the Inverted Center.

Fugene Klein gave a very interesting aceount of his connection with this
famous and rave stamp:

“The 24¢ was speeially printed to be used in the first flight between Wash-
ington, Philadelplia and New York on May 15, 1918,

Jos. A, Steinmetz was President of the Aero (lub of Pennsylvauia and
{'hairman of the Committee of Arrangements, T went with him to the eeting
and Perey Mann was with us,  Percy was then the New Issue Editor of Mekeel's
Weekly. A few days later Mann received a notice from a Washington stamp eol-
leetor named Robey, who was a clerk in Rigg's Bank. Robey told Mann that he
had found a sheet of rhe 24¢ stamps with inverted aeroplane and he wanted it
chronicled in Mekeel's. Mann phoned Robey to give him first refusal of the
sheet and then went to see Jos. Steinmetz and they eame on together to see me.
The three agreed to go in togther

Robey went to New York and sceured various offers.  From New York he
telegraphed me, “* If you will pay $15,000.00 for the sheet T will stop off at Phil-
adelphia on my return home,”” We decided fo telegraph him to stop.  Stein-
metz tried to bargain but Robey said that he had got $12.000.00 offered and
would not take less than %15,000.00, BEventnally we decided to purchase at his
price and a certified check was given to him.

After this T went up to New York and sold the sheet to Col. Green for
$20,000.00. When | delivered it, he said, “*How will that fit in my books.”" I
said, Ul 1 was told that when T turned the sheet over to you T shonld request
you to have compassion on your fellow stamp eolleetors and give them an oppor-
tunity to alse obtain a few of these stumps. 1§ you keep the whole sheet it will
probably never he worth mueh more than yon are paying for it. 1f you break it
up it will enhanee the value of the stamps and you eould get your money out of
it in time.”" Col. Green veplied, “* Well, that is reasonable,”’ and agreed to keep
a block of eight ax being the largest block in existence, that is a bloek with the
plate number at the bottom.  He also kept the eentre line block and two arrow
blocks, twenty in all
Before 1 hrake up the sheet I minmbered each stamp lightly on the back. It
was agreed 1 shonld advertise the stamps at $250.00 per stamp for perfeet copies
and F175.00 caek for straight edges. T was to get $25.0( cach stamp that [
~old. Tna short time | sold ten copies, drew a check for $2,250.00 and took it to
Col. Green. e was muel amused at the way things were going and said, **We
are selling those stamps too cheap. Let us make the priee $350.00. This was
agreed to and I sold the next ten at this price and took the Colonel another
000, He saidd, * What is that for?  How gmany did you sell?” I said, 4
Ten.”" He said, ©'1 told you [ 225,00 cach.” 1 said, *“Yes, but since
then you told me to sell them at The Colonel replied, “*Oh, yes, but I
wanted you to keep the diff I therefore made ont a new check.

Then he said, ““John Klemann wanted some of these stamps.  Let him have
some of them at the original priee.”

The next week the price was raised to $500.00 and shortly after that to
$650.00.

By that time there were mostly those with the straight edges left and only
# few odd copies, and Col. Green said to me, *“You know my bloeks are up in
my collection and I want some downtown, 1 want to show some of them to a
friend whe said that such things cannot exist.”” 1 sent him some of the straight
edges and the next time I went to New York, Col. Green said, **Do you know
what happened to those stamps von sent.  They disappeared. 1 had them here
on this desk and 1 think they must have fallen into the waste paper basket.
There were thirteen eopies which were apparently lost and possibly there were
four or five others that he had that were also lost ut the same time,

Eventually Jos. Steinmetz, Perey Mann and 1 got together to share up the
profit.  Steinmetz said, **Klein ought not to have one-third but he ought to have
half the amount because he did the whole of the buying, the selling and the
financing and we did not put up a cent.” Thix was agreed to. Perey Mann took
three copies at the original price, and Steinmzte took a pair which ten vears later
he broke and sold one of them, which isx now in the collection of Insley Blair
With the procceds of that stamp he purchased his wife a grand piane. That
piano is known in Germantown as the ** Proceeds of one little stamp. ™

e T T B Tt e o S Y SIS S
collecting from Robey on Oswell’s promissory note.

As noted at the beginning of this article, Perry never did publish
the story of his connection with the 24-cent air mail invert. That he
intended to write the story is evident from a series of letters he
wrote to several individuals, including those written to Mrs.
McCoy. Because they are of more than passing interest to the full
story of Perry’s involvement with that famous error, they are ex-
cerpted here as follows: ‘

1. Fig. 10. In this letter from Harry L. Lindquist, reference is
made to the late Senator Ackerman who, it is intimated,
would have put up the money to purchase Robey’s sheet.

2. Fig. 11. This is the galley proof of the article mentioned in
Lindquist’s October 9, 1933 letter to Perry. There is one
obvious error in the article: according to Klein, Robey was a

enee
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Fig. 12. Perry’s reply to Lind-

Ostooer 10, 1833 quist’s October 9, 1933 letter.

3 - ‘ ‘ FenrxFErryxkinagnrat Perry refers to the possibility

esar Harry Lindquist, that Robey might have

Thanke for Ahe B4a ath mell Eadiey BEest. grabbed h1§‘$11,000 offer if it

Yes. 1 had re=d this vefcre. ¥y oconnection with the matter w.s had been “shoved ... under
before Rouey went to Philadelphis and clused the d al there. I his nose.”

have glways had s feeling that if I had shoved #11,070 unier his
nege that night in New York he »ould have grabbed it. Me aid
net 31k to me as tho anyone in New York hyd offered 13, 700 -
he ssemad to be disgueled becguse novody scsmed to think the
sheet wya 80 wonderful as he did., They all excscted there would
be pienly more,

i am Quite oconfident F.R.A., often tried to be cerercus
#%ith me mnd os2urionglly he succeeded. But he Wis e0 suspiciow
that whenever he got scared - snd that wys often - he'd be
likely to do scme fool thing thet aculd mske it hord for me.
No doudt he well knew he had a good thing snd was afreid if I
got & few dollars ahead 1 would get away from him. ¥ell K I aid
anyho# ., and in Buch g Way that he coulin't yewp one 1ittle y.wp,
Anything he 2aid would hyve only convinced ewerybody that he had
got a Jose of his own medic.ine before he recogmnizedl the bottle,

i have the 1861-82 cutline revised at 1,8t .nd um sending
oopy $0 Howard Jackeon snd to pgiph Pouseman, Shall pet another
Sopy oul for you and Fruynk woliowoush,

clerk in Rigg’s Bank. We know, of course, that he worked for
the stock brokerage firm of W. B. Hibbs and Company.
The fifth investor, whose name Perry had forgotten, appears
to have been Joseph A. Steinmetz. Also, it appears, from
Phillips’ article (quoting Klein), that there were only three
partners in the deal to purchase Robey’s sheet: Klein, Stein-
metz, and Mann. The pertinent part of Klein’s account is
that “Mann phoned Robey to give him first refusal of the
sheet and then went to see Jos. Steinmetz and they came on
together to see me. The three agreed to go in together.” We
may reasonably conclude, therefore, that the partners in the
deal to buy Robey’s sheet were Klein, Steinmetz, and Mann,
and that the others mentioned by Perry may have had no
part in the actual purchase. (This article, by the way,
appeared in the April, 1934 issue of The Collectors Club
Philatelist.)

3.Fig. 12. These are the first two paragraphs of Perry’s October
10, 1933 reply to Lindquist. The remaining paragraphs are
of no interest for our story. The initials E.R.A. in the second
paragraph probably refer to Ackerman.

4. Letter of February 18, 1938, from Lindquist to Perry. “I will
be looking forward with interest to your article on the 24
cent airplane invert, and any additional light thrown on the
subject should be welcomed rather than otherwise.”

5. Letter of February 19, 1938, from Perry to Lindquist: “Prob-
ably won’t release the 24c air mail invert story until the U.S.
Stamp Catalog is fixed up so it doesn’t contradict itself so
often.”

6. Fig. 13. In this letter to Perry, Malcolm Ganser reiterates his
belief that the 24-cent air mail stamps were “printed on a
flat bed press, with four panes to a sheet of 4007 It is hoped
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Fig. 13. Letter of Malcolm
Ganser to Perry, March 10,
1938. Ganser states his belief .
in 4 panes of 100 stamps to

make a sheet of 400. 1509 Arch “treet,
‘ Horristowm, »a.
sarch 1o, 1938,

Mr. slliott Perry,
Box 333,
Westfield, N. J.
Dear lr. Perry:

I wonder if you still have a Black Za-le left, °TAPS
Feb. 5, page 193. inyhow I will take a chance and enclose ; dollar,

Better put me down for "Pat Paragraphs,” that $1l.2
therefore totel cash enclosed ig $2.25. — e

You intrigue me on the 24-cent invert. Did you se '
story of the finding in GOSSIP a few weeks ago? The dey ager!h: e
"found” the sheet he wrote me and hig story 20 years later is a bit
changed. However, he still stickes to the part where he says he
cshowed the sheet to the clerk and the latter demanded the return, I
don't think a real stemp collector would do that. The part in his
GOSSIP artiole that really attracted my attention was the s tatement
probably unnoticed by most people, was when he asked for a sheet or'
the iwta'i’rpl:x;e abn;xp, 33 ol:rk "r;ached down under the counter for
a sheet. Since when have gtamp clerks been in the b
their stock under the counter? N e i

I alwaye leaned to the belief also that this stamp w
printed on a flat bed press, with four panee to the sheet of EOOgsm
I wrong at this late date. If not, I never did hear that the Govern-
ment ever pioked up the other three panes. "id they?

Anyway, I wish I knew where to get ¥ a very useful colleec tor'
gudie” ag I am interested in stamps and would like to Jy.earn somgthing, i

Cen you help me?

Yourse

that Mr. Ganser finally found his “very useful collector’s
guide,” and that he did “learn something,” or at least that
the stamps were printed in sheets of 100.

7. Letter of March 11, 1938, from Perry to Ganser: “The ‘very
useful collector’s guide’ referred to is the U.S. Stamp Cata-
log (Scott’s) 1938 edition. . . . . Yes I have long understood
that two or three other sheets or panes of the invert were
found by the Dept. and destroyed.* I believe the stamp clerk
who sold the sheet to Robey did see it at that time even tho
the Robey stories of what happened may not agree.

“I don’t recall that Robey mentioned anything about the

*In his acceptance speech for the Alfred E. Lichtenstein Award on May 11, 1983,
George Brett mentioned his findinan informal report indicating seven sheets were
found in the Post Office Department’s stocks.
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400 subject-4 pane-plate and sheet. But he did seem very
positive that no other sheets than his would come on the
market. The 400 subject plate of four panes is all news to
me. Think of the difficulty in obtaining decent registration!
Max Johl states (Collectors Club Philatelist, July 1935, p.
168) ‘This stamp was printed and issued in sheets of 100
subjects.” Max ought to know.

“Yours for less bunkum and more facts.”

8. Letter of December 29, 1943, from Perry to Harry L. Jefferys:
“Henkels was certainly ‘all wet.” Robey told me the story at
the time and I had some collateral evidence that it was
correct and that his sheet would be the only one to get out
unless one had been sold before his and the sale was stop-
ped until the three stocks had been searched.

“Robey had been a customer of mine and had not been
collecting long. When he got the sheet he notified five
people including myself and I was the first to answer. All he
wanted was $50,000 for the sheet. [ had dinner with him at
the Commodore when he brought it to New York and had it
in my hands. New York was scared because the bottom had
just dropped out of the 5c error and they thought Robey was
wrong and there would be plenty of the sheets. My own
customer [Ackerman?] was out of town and I was helpless.
“None of the printed versions fully agree with what Robey
himself told me at the time.”

9. Letter of February 25, 1944, from Perry to Harry L. Jefferys:
“Walter Scott told me that he himself took the gum off the
‘no gum’ copies. They were found in an envelope stuck
together and had to be soaked to separate them. Col. Green
is said to have intended to prevent re-perforating of the
straight edges by taking them to the Collectors Club and
publicly burning them. Evidently these were what he got
together and carried around in his pocket until they
adhered.”

Finally, as noted in much of the correspondence quoted, it was
Perry’s desire to publish the story of his connection with Robey and
his famous sheet of stamps. He never did. On the envelope that
contained the correspondence given to me by Gilbert Foster there is
an adhesive label. On it is written:

“THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY”
24 CENT INVERTED AIR MAIL SHEET
W. T. ROBEY

Could this have been the title of Perry’s intended article?
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Interesting and
Unusual Items
from a
Specialized

Collection of
China

Part III of an Article by Carl A. Kilgas

The First Postage Stamps of China: The “Large Dragons”

Robert Hart, Inspector-General of Chinese Customs, first presented
the National Post Office idea to the Imperial Government in 1861. It
took him seventeen years to convince skeptical Imperial officials to
sponsor an issue of stamps for prepayment of postage—the first
step in establishing a unified national postal system for all of
China. Even then, it was considered officially to be only an ex-
periment and was confined to the Treaty Ports in northern China—
an “experiment” that was to last eighteen years!

On March 23, 1878, Hart was authorized to act. He directed the
Tientsin Customs Commissioner, Gustav Detring, to accept mail
from the general public at Chefoo, Newchwang, Peking, and Shan-
ghai. A daily mounted courier service was set up between Peking
and Tientsin and an order for the needed postage stamps was
immediately placed.

A great deal of thought and consideration was given to the choice
of a suitable design for the First issue.?® As early as 1877, De La Rue
of London produced essays in the form of small seals for Chinese
stamps and embossed envelopes. Other, more practical essays pre-
pared by the Customs in 1878 included:

* a pagoda (a design that must have been created by a non-
Chinese, since it had only six stories while Chinese tradi-
tion requires seven, nine, eleven, or thirteen!)

* a ceremonial elephant (a Buddhist design)

* a dragon with five claws (to make it “imperial”)

35 Ireland, Philip W. The Large Dragons (London, 1978), Chapter 2, “Designs and
Essays of China’s First Stamps.”
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This latter design was finally approved, with minor alterations.

Fig. 19 shows proofs, which were prepared in the colors decided
upon. Type I has the “extra circle”—a security marking removed
upon approval of the die and before a second set of proofs was
prepared to determine if any recutting was necessary.

After the extra circle had been filed off, some of the cliches were
not wiped very clean. On these we find specks of filing residue in
the area where the circle has been removed. These are referred to as
“Proof Dots.” Their location can be measured in millimeters and
they remain constant through all printings. They provide addition-
al means for identifying each cliche for plating.®®

The first printings (setting I) were in sheets of twenty-five (5 X 5).
To give a basis for plating, each cliche in setting I is given a number,
in sequence from 1 through 25, starting in the upper left corner and
proceeding horizontally from left to right. Multiples with cliches
arranged otherwise indicate a different setting. By referring to
characteristics peculiar to a particular printing, even a single item
may be properly identified with a specific printing or setting.

Three major printings, perf 1272 and unwatermarked, are easily
identified:3”

1. 1878 “Thin Paper’—semi-transparent
Paper thickness (in millimeters)
1 Candarin: .05
2 Candarin: .04-.045
5 Candarin: .05

Perforations: clean cut

2. February 1882 “Wide Margin”—cliches farther apart
Paper thickness (in millimeters)
1 Candarin: .06 (Pelure .04)
2 Candarin: .04-.06
5 Candarin: .04
Perforations: clean cut

36 Ireland, op. cit., Chapter 6, ;‘Ientifying the Cliche
37 Ireland, op. cit., Chapter 5, “The Printing.”
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Fig. 19. The two types of pro-
ofs: left, type I with the extra
circle on thin, white wove
paper; right, type II with the
extra circle removed.

Fig. 20. First printing of the
Large Dragons on semi-
transparent paper.

Fig. 21. Second printing with
wide margins.



3. March 1883 “Opaque Paper”
Paper thickness (in millimeters)
1 Candarin: .06
2 Candarin: .05-.07
5 Candarin: .06
Perforations: (early) clean cut; (later) very rough

Fig. 22. Third printing on op-
aque paper.

Fig. 23. The 3-Candarin with
the September 23 date from
Tientsin.

Newly discovered evidence confirms the 5-Candarin was ship-
ped to Tientsin on July 18, 1878 and the 3-Candarin on July 22.38
No information for shipping exists on the 1-Candarin, but a single
copy dated August 27 at Newchwang has been recorded. The
earliest dates for the 3-Candarin are July 29, September 13, and
September 23 (all at Tientsin)*? ; for the 5-Candarin, these dates are
October 2 (Peking), with the earliest cover October 5 (also Peking),
using a horizontal strip of three 5-Candarins.

Fig. 24. Watermarks on the
Large Dragons.

MONGKTON
BASTIED MITLILS
JKIENAT

38 Whang, J. B. “A Clear Confirmation of the First Date of Issue of the First Customs
Dragon Issue” in Postal Research Quarterly, no. 1, January, 1981.

39Bowker, Howard F. “Early Cancellations of China’s First Issue” in China Clipper,
vol. 29, no. 4 (May 1965), p. 59.

40K auder, Warren G. “Customs Post Cancellations” in China Ciipper, vol. 30, no. 3
(March 1960), p. 43.
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In 1925, M. D. Chow reported a copy of the 1-Candarin wide
margin had been found watermarked “on” in large double lined
capital letters.*! Since then about a dozen copies—all wide
margin—have been recorded, two on the 3-Candarin, the rest on the
1-Candarin. So far the letters “ck,” “kg,” “kT,” “™mM0,” “ON,” “K,” and
“1” have been found.**** The three illustrated are watermarked
“ck,” “oN,” and “m0.” Only one of the above combinations, “kg,
fits into the previous concept that the watermark was “ORIGINAL
TURKEY MILL KENT.” Honki Wong, a distinguished Asian scholar,
suggested in a talk at ASIAPEX '80 in San Francisco** that “mock-
TON BASTED MILLS KENT” should be further explored.

Further study should include an identification of each cliche
found with a watermark which would help in aligning the letters in
a logical position. Care must be taken, since a few watermarks are
not only in reverse position but also appear aligned sidewise!

The only official comment was to the effect that probably a few
remainder sheets used by the statistical department for other pur-
poses were erroneously included in the stamp printing stock.*®

9

Unusual Cancellations

Chefoo lies across the Gulf, south of Port Arthur, one of the princip-
al ports-of-call in northern China. The proper Chinese name for the
port is “Yen T’ai,” but foreigners arbitrarily called it “Chefoo”
(actually the name of a large village on the opposite side of the bay).
Thus we find two types of posting cancels: “Chefoo Customs” and a
Chefoo “Seal,” in characters reading “Yen T’ai.”

The Chefoo-to-Shanghai cover (Fig. 25) shown here is reported to

be the earliest with a Yen T’ai Seal cancel.*® On the reverse is a

*'M. D. Chow (ed.), “A Handbook of Chinese Postage Stamps Watermarked”, in
Philatelic Bulletin, vol. 1, no. 1 (September-October 1925), p. 12.

#*M. Mizuhara Collection, “Chinese Maritime Customs Post” (vol. 1, 1978), p. 58.

*3 Beckman, S. E. and A. L. “The Paper Maker’s Watermark on the First Customs
Issue” in Journal of Chinese Philately vol. 28, no. 5 (June 1981), p. 112.

**Wong, Honki. Talk given at ASIAPEX '80 in San Francisco. Reference cited in
Collectors Club Philatelist, vol. 47, no. 3, p. 153.

**Mencarini, Juan. Paper read at Shanghai Philatelic Society meeting of February 2,
1922. Reprinted as a supplement to China Clipper, vol. 29, no. 6 (September
1965).

**Chien, E. K., Prize Selections from the ROCPEX 81, Chefoo cover, p. 57, February
1982.
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Fig. 25. Chefoo to Shanghai
cover with earliest reported
Yen T’ai seal cancel.



“Chefoo Customs” with a posting date of May 23, 1879 and a
Shanghai Local Post receiving date of May 26. Most Chefoo Cus-
toms cancels were used properly—on the envelope as a posting
date record. They are difficult to find as a cancelation on a stamp.
Fig. 26 illustrated is the scarcest—it has “small numerals” for the
day of the month and was used for a very short time.
Chinkiang, an important inland port, is at the intersection of the
Yangtze river (112 miles west of Shanghai) and the Grand Canal,
the connecting link to Tientsin and Peking, the only link between
Shanghai and these northern cities during the winter months when
Tientsin is icebound. The mounted courier route distance between
Fig. 26. “Small numerals” Tientsin and Chinkiang is 778 miles. Two types of Circular Dated

cancelations on 1-Candarin .
I coes Dhragen, cancels were used (see Figs. 27 and 28).

R B b

asaaa

Fig. 27. The earliest reported
cover with the “PosT OFFICE
CHINKIANG” marking, which
was in use for only a few
weeks. The date is March 18,
1879.

Fig. 28. The normal “CHINK-
IANG cusToMs” cancel is usual-
ly found on the 3-Candarin
stamp. Few have been found
with the 1-Candarin. Other
markings include, on the re-
verse, a blue receiving “sHAN-
GHAI LocAL post” for April 26
and a ‘“SHANGHAI CUSTOMS”
transit for the same date. The
cover has a routing indication
via Yangtze steamer Fu Mo
and the “CHINKIANG cUSTOMS”
marking is dated April 25,
1886. A red seal wax imprint,
for D. M. David, is also on the
reverse.

Newchwang is the only Treaty Port in Manchuria. When the
British settlers arrived, they did not like the location of New-
chwang, some forty miles upriver from the coast, so they moved to

47Chien, E. K., from ROCPEX '81, Chinkiang Post Office cover, p. 55.
48Chien, E. K., from ROCPEX ’81, Chinkiang Domestic Cover, p. 77.
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the port of Ying K'ou right on the coast. In order to meet the
requirements of the Treaty Port designation, they simply changed
the name of Ying K’ou to Newchwang!

“NEWCHWANG cusToMs” dated cancels were most commonly
used. With the appearance of the second issue (the “Small Dra-
gons”) in 1885, a large Seal cancel was authorized. Less than half a
dozen Newchwang seal cancels on the first issue have been re-
corded. The seal characters read “Niu” for “cattle” and “Chuang”
for village. Perhaps, had the settlers known the meaning of the
characters, they would have preferred to have kept the name Ying
K’ou (or “regimental harbor”)!

Fig. 29. Large seal “NEw-
CHWANG custoMs” dated can-
cel on Large Dragon.

11 cfvoaria 4

The importance of the Peking “on service” Customs Official
cover (Fig. 30) is the date: February 17, 1882. The “wide margin”
date of issuance was considered to be in June, 1882 until this cover
was found showing the use of the 3-Candarin in February.*® Also of
interest is the use of the 1-Candarin emerald green, from the last
printing of the “thin paper” printing. The strip of 5-Candarins is
from setting II, with cliches 18, 11, 3, and 25.

Fig. 30. Detail of Peking “on
SERVICE” customs official
cover with February 17, 1882
date showing the 3-Candarin
large margin printing variety.

49Chien, E. K., from ROCPEX ’81, Earliest Wide Margin Cover, p. 65.

Collectors Club Philatelist 277



Fig. 31. Very little is known
about this “wunu cusToms
HOUSE"” marking except that it
is seldom found on the first
issue. The vertical characters
in the center are the equiv-
alent of the English wording.

Fig. 33. A single line rectang-
le, type 11, is reported to have
been used in Newchwang
and, later (November, 1884),
in Shanghai. The chop has
only been found on the Large
Dragons.

The centuries-old custom of the Min Chu, or “People’s Letter
Writing Agencies,” where the sender usually paid half the letter fee
and the receiver the other half, was a hard one to break with the
introduction of adhesives, which required the prepayment of post-
age. Frequently, delivery messengers would insist on collecting an
additional fee even when adequate postage stamps were evident.

To combat this practice, an interesting vertical chop (15 X 29
mm) with two vertical rows of characters (reading at the left “Don’t
Ask Don’t Give” and at the right “Letter Labor Already Paid”) was
to be used in a conspicuous place on the envelope. In a few in-
stances it was used to cancel the stamps. Two types have been
found (Figs. 32 and 33).

Fig. 32. The double line rectangle prepayment education marking occurs in black
and violet, probably from Tientsin, type I.

Registration markings usually appear on the envelopes, but in
some instances they have been found to have been used to cancel a
stamp. Two types were used on the Large Dragons (Figs. 34 and 35).

Use of a chop with characters for “Protected and Sealed” was
probably personal, not official, to indicate that a letter was very
important. The characters “Hu Feng” mean “Protected and Sealed”
and were either written or placed across the flap of an envelope
with a 20-mm circle chop. Its use to cancel a stamp is most unusual
(Fig. 37).

Perfins are very uncommon. The one shown in Fig. 38 has the
initials “ncH” for the North China Herald.

International Mail, Outgoing from China

China was invited to join the Universal Postal Union (U.P.U.) in
1879, but did not do so as uniformity in postal services was lacking.
The I Chan, Min Chu, and the lucrative local and foreign post
offices were all in active competition with the newly formed
stamp-issuing Customs Postal Department. The Emperor remained
totally indifferent, as he was more than satisfied with his I Chan
and the Min Chu letter agencies for the people—so why change?

Without membership in the U.P.U., China’s stamps were valid
only in China. They were necessary to carry mail, at least at the
foreign postal rate, to the Chinese Customs Port Office at the out-
going port of departure, Shanghai, where it was forwarded to one of
the foreign post offices (probably selected for the earliest mail ship
out of Shanghai). To send the item to its overseas destination, a
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Fig. 34. (left) Rectangle (54 X 9 mm) with 4 mm high “REGISTERED”
in blue has only been seen on the earliest settings. (above) Fig. 35.
Oval (15 X 29 mm) with 14 mm high “r” in center has been seen
only on the last settings with Tientsin in black and Shanghai in
blue. This registration marking is very similar to the type used in
many British colonial post offices.

Fig. 36. (above) A small rectange (20 x 10 mm) with
letters “c.p.n.” for the Customs Postal Department.
Fig. 37. (right) Chop with characters for “Protected
and Sealed.”

Fig. 38. Perfin for North China
Herald.
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Fig. 39. Addressed to Frau De-
tring, wife of the Tientsin
commissioner of customs in
Weisbaden, this cover shows
the “5104” killer assigned by
the French to Shanghai. The
“TIENTSIN cusToMs” marking
for March 15, 1880 is on the
reverse with the adhesives
marking the 8-Candarin rate
with the “sHANGHAI cusTOMS”
transit marking for March 20.
The French maritime “Paquet
Bot Ligne N” in blue is dated
March 31. The total transit
time, indicated by the Weis-
baden receiving marking of
May 3, was 49 days.

t

it
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e

U.P.U.-member’s stamps were required.>®
Uniformity in rates was established in November 14, 1879.5! The
letter rate to Europe, via Marseilles or Southampton, was 8 Candar-
ins. Although in effect for two years, very few covers have been
recorded with this rate on mail outgoing from China (Fig. 39).5253
On November 15, 1882, a uniform international rate of 9 Candar-

50Sieh, Ping-wan. “Study of Combination Cover” in Cheng’s Stamp Journal, vol. 2,
no. 1 (September 1977), p. 12.

51Sieh, Ping-wan, and J. L. Blackburn. Postal Rates of China 1867-1980 (Taipai,
1981), part II, table [, p. 1.

52Chien, E. K., from ROCPEX '81, Cover with Early 8-Candarin Rate, p. 61.

53Lesgor, Raoul, and Meade Minnigerode. Cancellations on French Stamps of the
Classic Issues, 1849-1876, Offices Abroad (New York, 1948).
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ins per half ounce to Europe was set (Fig. 40).>* Webb states that
“very few examples of inland bound first issue covers have
survived—perhaps a half dozen”>°. Eight have now been recorded.
The illustrated cover (Fig. 41) is from the William Hancock corres-
pondence and is the only one forwarded from Shanghai to
Peking.?? Hancock was with the Customs in several locations in
China.

To be continued

54Chien, E. K., from ROCPEX ’81, p. 75.

>5Webb, F. W. Philatelic and Postal History of Hong Kong and the Treaty Ports of
China and Japan (Royal Philatelic Society, London, 1961), Chapter 31, “Chinese
Imperial Post,” p. 67.

56Chien, E. K., from ROCPEX '81, Lurgan Cover, p. 59.
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Fig. 40. This example of the
9-Candarin rate is addressed
to Berne. On the reverse is the
“I. 6. oF cusToms” for October
2. The Large Dragons are can-
celed with a Peking blue seal
(Padget type 4). The French
25-centimes adhesive is can-
celed with the French Shan-
ghai post office transit
marking for October 7,1885.
There is also on the reverse
the French railway “Macon
Mt Ceis” transit marking
(November 16) en route from
Brindisi, a Swiss Railway Post
Office marking for November
16, and a Berne receiving
marking for the same date.

Fig. 41. An inbound cover
from Lurgan, Ireland, posted
on February 5, 1880. The
routing was via Brindisi to
Hong Kong. The 3-Candarin
adhesive covered the domest-
ic rate and shows the “sHAN-
GHAIcusTOMs” transit marking
for March 22. There is also a
“TIENTSIN cusTOMS” receiving
mark for March 27.



Philatelic
Judging

Part III of an Article by Robert P. Odenweller

Overall Factors Which Affect Philatelic Judging

Primarily, the effectiveness of a philatelic judge is directly related
to his experience and knowledge. There exist, however, a number
of psychological influences that can have a subtle effect on any
judge’s ability, especially one who is not aware of the existence of
these forces. Let us consider the development of a new judge,
starting with his first approach to judging. Then we will discuss
how he may gain effectiveness with experience, concluding with
an analysis of psychological factors that affect judges and the
means to counteract some of them.

It is perfectly natural for a new judge to tend to be highly sub-
jective in his approach to judging, particularly if he has had re-
latively little guidance from experienced judges. He will either like
or dislike an exhibit, but he may not be able to say why, particularly
with any consistency. Presentation will have a strong effect on his
judgment, especially if the area covered by the exhibit is unfamiliar
to him. Bias of friends and fellow collectors will color his percep-
tion. Generally, this subjectivity will be due to inexperience, the
influence of his philatelic habits, and his personal bias.

As experienced is gained, however, the judge’s aesthetic sense
should evolve. While retaining the appreciation of the material he
is viewing, his ability to judge the material will develop on the
sounder lines of why an exhibit is or is not good. It is quite likely
that with this process of maturation there will be a reversal of
judgments; exhibits that were previously criticized are now
praised, while some that were formerly enjoyed may now be seen
as less effective. More objective criteria will be exercised, whether
consciously or unconsciously, in reaching more lasting and valid
judgments.

Certainly an aesthetic sense is needed in judging. With the
almost limitless range of possible subjects of philatelic exhibits,
aesthetic feel is an important consideration in any evaluation. New
approaches to exhibiting are are continually evolving, requiring
that judges maintain open minds. Existing standards will con-
stantly be under the pressure of refinement, and new standards will
be established as required by the acceptance of new techniques. As
a result, there will always be discrepancies between individual
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preferences, but as long as judgments are based on experience and
knowledge, they must be accepted as valid.

A new judge should be aware that the quality of an exhibit does
not depend on its reputation, tradition, or price. There are those
with superficial knowledge and a feeling that “old and expensive”
are good. New judges should ignore the tendency to subscribe to
this feeling. For one thing, the condition and depth of the exhibit
could make it worthy of only a minor award, regardless of the
subject (such as a collection of low quality Great Britain “penny
blacks”).

What is it that makes one collection ordinary and another great?
The ability to make this determination is primarily based on expe-
rience. Differences in personal experience, psychological errors, or
prejudices may begin to explain individual preferences. Some may
be inherent in our philosophical attitudes. In general, though, well
trained, experienced judges will agree quite consistently in their
overall appraisals of exhibits. Disagreement frequently occurs
when the panel includes a less experienced judge or judges who are
less familiar with the subject or exhibit in question.

There is much to learn from those with more experience, but
every judge, however experienced, has blind spots. Guidance
comes from many sources, but the judge must remember that he
will have to reach his own decision. Variation in opinion, even
among experts, is the reason that a panel of judges is necessary for
the best evaluation, and the panel should have in-depth experience
in evaluating exhibits of the types displayed with some common
basis of judgment. Otherwise the result is a collection of personal
preferences, not a vote on quality.

A truly exceptional philatelic exhibit is one that his more than
just balanced. There should be a blending of all the necessary
elements in such a way that they complement each other syn-
ergistically, or so that the whole is greater than the sum of the parts.
It is this type of exhibit which is rarely encountered, but well
remembered while all others quickly fade from memory. The new
judge should approach such an exhibit with caution, since the
initial judgment of a top quality exhibit is apt to be superficial and
untrustworthy if he has not had experience with exhibits of similar
quality.

Viewers of philatelic exhibits may be divided into three groups.
The first consists of those who look but do not analyze why they
like an exhibit. They simply react, usually to the presentation of the
stamps rather than on any more complex basis.

The second group is more ordered in its appreciation of the
exhibits. These individuals try to analyze the elements of an ex-
hibit and why they like or dislike it, but without any specific
guidance on the features that should be taken into consideration.
Occasionally they will establish their own criteria of good and bad,
which often will fail to match the generally accepted criteria.
Obviously, if this is the case, their results will differ from those of
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the judges.

The final group is the judges. They must base their observations
on the agreed-upon standards. Generally, with the best of judges,
personal perferences do not come into play or are consciously
ignored. Considerable experience is essential. Although a judge
may not care for a particular area, he may still be a good, dis-
passionate judge of exhibits in the area.

Experience is the essential factor in any good judge for a num-
ber of reasons. Without it, he may judge his first exhibit hopelessly
far from its proper level, since the frame of reference provided by
experience is missing. Inexperienced judges, lacking a standard or
a frame of reference, tend to drift in their evaluations as a series of
exhibits of the same type is encountered. Apparently, the in-
experienced judge “learns” as he proceeds through the series of
exhibits. If all the collections are poor, he may tend to rate the best
too high. Conversely, if all are very good, he is likely to rate some of
them too low. Even a very experienced judge, when asked his
opinion of a single exhibit, may find it difficult to rate it correctly,
although he is likely to be more nearly correct in his judgment than
an inexperienced judge. Statistical methods may be employed to
determine the reliability of the judges and their results as they will
reveal drifts in scoring. (This will be the subject of a later part of this
series.)

An obvious difference between experienced and inexperienced
judges is the general inability of the latter to tell why he ranked a
collection as he did. Frequently, he may come to the correct conclu-
sion but for the wrong reasons. Often, this makes communication
between judges difficult.

A word of caution seems to be called for at this point. A detailed
analysis of the difficulties facing judges may give the exhibitor and
non-judge the feeling that any chance for a fair evaluation is all but
impossible. Fortunately, this is not the case. In spite of what seem
to be vast hurdles, international judges and most national judges I
have observed reach very consistent results for a great majority of
the exhibits that they have considered.

Psychological Factors in Philatelic Judging

Philatelic judging depends primarily upon the visual input of the
exhibit, but psychological factors may alter the perception of the
exhibit in subtler ways. An excellent but highly technical book on
the judging of wines has provided the basis for some of the analysis
which follows.! Although we are dealing with two basically dif-
ferent subjects, wine and stamps, the psychological factors are
surprisingly similar. Let us examine each of the psychological
errors that may bias judgment.

Sequence and Contrast Error. Perhaps the most common error,

'Amerine and Roessler, Wines, Their Sensory Evaluation (San Francisco: W. H.
Freeman Co., 1976).
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this is the prejudicial selection of one exhibit over the others on the
basis of its placement in the sequence of consideration. In practice,
the first exhibit considered tends to be preferred. Probably this is
due to the lack of an immediate frame of reference for purposes of
comparison, or perhaps that a judge is apt to be less critical at the
outset. One possible way to minimize the effects of this tendency is
to have each judge start at a different place in the sequence of
exhibits to be considered.

The contrast error appears simple but is by no means simple to
interpret. It resembles in some ways the sequence error and may
take different forms. For example, an outstanding exhibit is consid-
ered first, followed by one of much lower quality. The second
exhibit will often be rated lower than it should because of the
contrast with the first. The converse may also be true. A fine exhibit
which follows a poor one may be rated inordinately highly due to
the contrast between them. On the other hand, a sequence of equal-
ly poor exhibits will appear to deteriorate in successive order,
unless a good exhibit intervenes. Awareness of these tendencies
must be taught to the new judge.

Stimulus and Related Errors. When irrelevant criteria are used to
make a judgment, the stimulus error appears. For example, an
exhibit allocated a large number of frames might be ranked higher
by ajudge because he may feel that the frame allotment is due to the
importance of the collection, and smaller exhibits might be ranked
lower for similar reasons. One attempt to cure this problem at the
international level has been to assign a fixed number of frames to
various categories (five frames to previous vermeil or lower award
winning exhibits, and ten frames to gold and above). There are
obvious disadvantages to this treatment (lack of available material
to make a ten-frame exhibit without inordinate repetition if, in-
deed, at all—Ionian Islands, for example).

Logical Error. The logical error occurs when characteristics that
are desirable in one exhibit are transferred to another because they
are logically related. For example, multiples of the issues of a
country after, say, 1865 may be reasonably available and not even
necessarily hard to get, while those of earlier issues may be all but
nonexistent. To downgrade an exhibit for lack of the latter is an
unjust application of the logical error.

Leniency. Leniency is another form of stimulus error. One is
more apt to make particularly lenient judgments on an exhibit’s
level when speaking to the exhibitor or a friend. The opposite may
also occur: downgrading an exhibit because the judge does not
know, or worse, does not like, the exhibitor.

Equality Error. The equality error takes place when one feature of
an exhibit is of particularly notable quality, such as highly effective
presentation. The other attributes needed for a high award will
often be given more favorable ranking than otherwise deserved by
the material on display. The converse also applies: a very poor
feature of an exhibit can drag it down to a lower level than it should
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normally attain.

Association Error. Another form of the stimulus error is the
association error, the tendency to repeat previous judgments. This
is again more prevalent among inexperienced judges.

Middle of the Road Error. This error is committed by the timid or
inexperienced judge who is afraid to making the wrong judgment.
If a number of exhibits about which he is unsure are to be consid-
ered, he will tend to evaluate them at a middle range (silver or
vermeil) which is subconsciously the safest course. More than one
grand award winner at a previous show has fallen prey to this error
and received a silver medal from judges who did not understand
the material on display.

Pride Error. Not all errors are made by inexperienced judges. The
pride error is most often encountered when a judge of moderate
experience feels that his reputation requires that he know more
than he actually does. In these cases, he will make a judgment of an
exhibit based on factors other than the material, possibly relying on
some knowledge of its reputation. He tends to feel ashamed to
admit ignorance of an area being judged, as not in keeping with the
image he wishes to project. Great judges do not commit this error.
Any judge who refuses to admit that some of the preceding errors
affect his considerations probably suffers from the error of pride.

Familiarity Error. A final error may be called the familiarity
error. This arises when a judge is too familiar with the area being
judged, either as a top expert in it or as one who has formed a great
collection of it, or both. In many instances, he will render a harsher
verdict on the exhibit because it does not develop the material as he
would, or because of a subconscious feeling that he would not like
to allow another collection to match his achievement. Paradoxical-
ly, an exhibitor may suffer by having a judge who is a top expert in
the area that he is exhibiting.

The opposite can also occur. The same judge may feel that his
particular area of expertise deserves elevation beyond that which it
might ordinarily be justified in reaching. He will push for a higher
award and offer justification by pointing out some feature which
may appear significant to those less familiar with the subject, but
which they otherwise may not be able to check or refute. Judges
tend to look to the guidance of those who are particularly
knowledgeable in a specific area, and are far less ready to challenge
them once judgment is made, making this a particularly insidious
problem.

One way to avoid this could be to have the very knowledgeable
judge indicate the strengths and weaknesses of the exhibit in ques-
tion without indicating an award level. The other judges could then
ask how significant some of the points may be in the overall
framework, after which they, not the knowledgeable one, could
first suggest an award level. This would start to avoid the complete
dominance that could be exerted by one individual.

In this and in the preceding instances, the examples given are
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one or few of many possible ones. Other examples are not only
possible, but predictable. Some judges may commit both opposing
sides of the same error on different exhibits at the same show.

In summary, awareness of these psychological errors may not be
enough. The judge who wishes to increase his reliability should
review them often, particularly just prior to starting to judge. Even
better, the chairman of the jury should make it a part of his pre-
judging briefing to mention them and to caution the judges about
their existence. It may be too much to hope that all of them will thus
be avoided, but perhaps just by bringing it to their attention, most
will receive some consideration and conscious avoidance during
the judging process. If this brief exercise is followed, it is quite
logical to assume that the consistency and accuracy of judging
results will be much improved.

Editor’s Note

The following corrections should be made to the text of Philip
Silver’s “The Beacon Air Mail Stamp of 1928 Revisited” as it
appeared in the May 1983 issue of Collector’s Club Philatelist.

Page 132, top line Change Air Mail Society to American Air Mail Society

Page 132, paragraph 2, Change “his” to “Goodkind’s”
sixth line

Page 132, last paragraph, Change “III” to “II”

next to last line

Page 134, line 14 Add next to “19642” the following: “not used”
Page 143, eighth line Change “mostly applied first” to

from the top of the “Most likely to applied first”

page

Page 148, third line Change “Trip” to “Train”

from bottom of page,
and Page 149, first
paragraph, fourth line

Collectors Club Philatelist 287

Fig. 7. The widest size var-
iations found: 39 X 31mm
and 42 X 32mm.



PHOTOGRAPHY BY ADRIAN BOUTRELLE

Awards Dinner1983

The Collectors Club held its annual Awards Dinner at the Towers
Suite of the Time-Life Building on May 11, 1983. A most enjoyable
affair, the dinner was hosted by President Louis Grunin, who acted
as master of ceremonies. Dr. Norman Hubbard was the recipient of
the medal for the best program during the past year for his presenta-
tion “Chile” on February 3, 1982. In Dr. Hubbard’s absence, the
medal was presented to his son, of whom we hope to see more in the
coming years.

The award for the best article in Collectors Club Philatelist was a
joint presentation to Dr. Fred Reed and Paul van Reyen for “The
Posthorn Watermark of the First Issue of the Netherlands, 1852,”
which appeared in the January 1982 issue.

The highlight of the evening was, of course, the Alfred F. Lich-
tenstein Award presentation to George Brett. After a humorous
introduction by Philip Silver, the previous awardees gathered
around to honor Mr. Brett. In accepting the medal, he spoke ex-
temporaneously with a most thought-provoking speech. Noting
that he was a student, like Win Boggs, not a builder of great col-
lections, he modestly said how honored he felt. He recounted a
story from one of his other hobbies, mountain-climbing, to indicate
the wonder of it all.

Mr. Brett noted how many areas have yet to be studied in U.S.
philately, pointing to needed work on the 1847 dies, papers from
the 1870 to 1910 period, and cut reliefs and engraving from 1950 to
the present. He asked Mr. Silver, as a final parting, the number of
sheets of the inverted 24-cent airmail found in Post Office stocks
after the Robey find and then stated that he had seen an informal
report indicating seven additional sheets had been discovered.
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Classificagao dos Selos Tipo Ceres de Por-
tugal e dos Agores [Classification of Ceres-
type Stamps of Portugal and Azores], by
Antonio Lopes Ribeiro. Published by Fila-
mundo, 1200 Lisboa, Portgual (available in
North America from ISPP Literature Serv-
ice, 64 Ricker Road, Kinnelon, N.J. 07405).
38 + 42 pp, illus. $3.50.

The familiar definitives picturing Ceres,
Goddess of Agriculture, issued by Portugal
between 1912 and 1931 (some of which re-
mained valid until 1945) form a fertile field
for the specialist. As with any long-running
definitive series, varieties abound and their
differentiation is limited only by collector
whim and fancy. The present volume is a
reprint of the original 1956 edition of a
volume which, rather than being the final
word on a complex subject, attempted to
provide the collector at any level with a
simple hierarchal system for classifying his
material.

The value of Ribeiro’s effort lies not in the
text written for the (relative) novice but in 42
pages of charts subdividing the “Ceres” by,
in order, denomination, perforation, paper,
and shade. That the catalogue numbers used
are 1955 Yvert is no problem, because every
catalogue lists the “Ceres” somewhat dif-
ferently and, as Ribeiro sagely observes, his
object is not in providing a means to identify
an isolated stamp (as, say, catalogue
417xAb); rather it is in giving a “working”
classification scheme which will save col-
lectors from futilely searching for 417xAb
(catalogue value 2 cents) which exists only
in the eyes of the long-dead catalogue editor.
Thus this small volume is useful—this is
what I have found—rather than scholarly.
For the scholarly approach (this is what
should exist) Marques’ O Historia do Selo
which is based on careful study of mint re-
cords and documents (which conflict in
many respects) or the still unpublished “de-
finitive” book on Ceres by the late Col.
Magalhaes, is recommended.

As for coverage, Ribeiro includes the bas-
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ic 1912 die and its 1930 retouch, as well as
these stamps in various overprinted forms:
Acores, Revalidado, Assistencia, and sur-
charged new denominations. But he ex-
cludes the simpler de la Rue (London) issue
without signatures at the bottom as well as
any discussion of proofs and essays. On the
minus side, only the more spectacular plate
flaws (cqQrreio and Correic) are covered, and
there is no rarity or pricing information
given. The charts can be profitably used by
anyone whose knowledge of Ibero-
American languages extends to reading the
labels on a bodega shelf or beyond, and they
will make sorting that accumultion you've
kept un-worked-up a pleasure rather than a
chore. Stephen S. Washburn

The Connisseur Catalogue of Machin Print-
ings. 6th edition, 1982. London: Connisseur
Publications, 184/186 Portland Road, Lon-
don SE25 4QB, England. 92 pp. £2.75.

The collecting of the Machin printings has
reached a large segment of the stamp col-
lecting community and changed many col-
lectors into philatelists. This catalogue is
excellent for both the beginner and the spe-
cialist. Starting with good introductory
notes it runs the gamut from pre-decimal
printings through the present and includes
the regional issues as well as booklet panes.
One may find as many as eighteen different
listings for one value, all look alikes to the
untrained eye and priced from 20 pence to
£150.

This book is extremely well illustrated.
Prices are in English pounds with some
astoundingly high as well as low prices. The
knowledgeable collector can still find a lot
of this material in dealer stockbooks with-
out specialized pricings.

It was interesting to note that in dis-
cussing the sculpture done by Machin of the
Queen’s head no mention was made of the
head potter at Wedgewood who helped

make this beautiful piece of art.
Abbot Lutz



Publications Received woe i

Austria—Postal History
Christine Kainz. Post in Osterreich 1945/1946,
1978. Bundesministerium fiir Verkehr, Vienna.
90 pp, softbound. Gift of the author.

Christine Kainz. Briefzensur in Osterreich 1945-
1953, 1978, 1979 [reprint frem vols. 1 and 2 of
Osterreich. Jahrbuch fiir Postgeschichte und Phi-
latelie]. 65 pp, softbound. Gift of the author.

Austria—Serials
Philatelistische Forsehungsbldtter (Nos. 1967/1
through 1980/20). Osterreische Forschung-
sgesellschaft fiir Philatelie und Postgeschichte,
Graz, Austria. Softbound. From the library of the
late Dr. William Reiner-Deutsch.

Canada
H. G. Washburn, ed. Official Catalog of Canada
Precancels, 14th ed., 1983. Gilbert W. Noble, P.O.
Box 931, Winter Park, Fla. 32789. 56 pp, ill.,
softbound. $3.50, $4 in Canada. Gift of the pub-
lisher.

Catalogues, General
Stanley Gibbons Stamp Catalogue. Part 8: Italy
and Switzerland, 2nd ed., and Part 16: Central
Asia, 2nd ed., 1983. Stanley Gibbons Publica-
tions Ltd., London. 270 and 214 pp respectively,
ill., softbound. £6.85 and £8.95, respectively. Gift
of the publishers.

Commonwealth

Roger Lee. The Postal History of British New
Guinea and Papua, 1885-1942, 1983. Robson
Lowe Ltd., London. 111 pp, ill. £16. Gift of the
publishers.

Commonwealth, Catalogues

1983 Commonwealth King George VI Catalogue,
1983. Bridger & Kay Ltd., 24 Pall Mall, London
SW1Y 5LP. 215 pp, ill., softbound. Price not in-
dicated. Gift of the publishers.

Cuba
Dr. Roberto M. Rosende. La Chambelons—La
Revolucion de Febrero 1917 Su Legado Filateli-
co, 983. 11 pp, ill., softbound. Price not in-
dicated. Gift of the author.

Fakes and Forgeries

John Barefoot. Forgery and Reprint Guides: No.
2, Alace and Lorraine; Nos. 5-6, Samos Express;
Nos. 7-8, D.D.S.G., all 1983. J. Barefoot (In-
vestments) Ltd., 5 Bootha, York YO3 7BN, Eng-
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land. 24, 36, and 31 pp respectively, all ill., soft-
bound. £1.50, £3, and £3 respectively. Gift of the
author.

Great Britain—Channel Islands
Stanley Gibbons Specialised Catalogue of
Stamps and Postal History, 2nd ed., 1983.
Stnaley Gibbons Publications Ltd., 451 pp, ill.,
softbound. Price £8.25. Gift of the publishers.

India

D. S. Virk. Indian Aray Post Offices in the Second
World War, 1982. The Aray Postal Service Assn.,
New Delhi. 360 pp. Price $15. Gift of the U.S.
distributor, Postal Covers, P.O. Box 26, Brewster,
N.Y. 10509.

Nigeria
N. M. Jones, ed. Nigeria Stamps 1914-1936, 1983.
The West Africa Study Circle, 10 Cornfield Rd.,

Seaford, Sussex BN25 1SW, England. 31 pp, soft-
bound. Price $3. Gift of the publishers.

Peru

Herbert H. Moll. Historis Postal y Filatelica del
Peru, 1983. ABC S.A., Casilla 5595, Lima, Peru.
190 pp, ill., softbound. Price not indicated. Gift of
the author.

Switzerland
Walter D’Aujourd-hui. Schweiz: Neu-
Klassierung der ‘Strubel’ Ausgaben Sitzende
Helvetia ungezdhnt, 1954-1862, 1982. Schweizer
Philatelisten Verein, Basel, 64 pp, ill. Price not
indicated. Gift of the author.

Topicals
Gustav Datjen, Jr., and L. Boyd Norris. Handbook
of Roosevelt Philately, 1983. The Franklin D.
Roosevelt Philatelic Society, 154 Laguna Court,
St. Augustine Shores, Fla. 32084. 101 pp, ill.,
loose leaf. $15 $3 for the binder. Gift of the
publisher.

United States
John C. Chapin. A Census of United States Class-
ic Plate Blocks 1851-1882, 1983. The Collectors
Club, New York. 116 pp, ill, hardcover or softcov-
er. Price $19.50 and $12.50, respectively. Gift of
the publishers.

Gilbert W. Noble, ed. The Noble Official Catalog
of Bureau Precancels, 64th ed., 1983. Gilbert W.
Noble, P.O.Box 931, Winter Park, Fla. 32789. 236
pp. ill., loose leaf. Price $6. Gift of the publisher.



Jonathan W. Rose, ed. The 1982 Register, 1983.
United States 1869 Pictorial Research Associ-
ates. 124 pp, ill. Price not indicated. Gift of Elliott
Coulter.

United States, Military

Theo. Van Dam and Richard W. Sackett. A Valua-
tion Guide for A.E.F. Covers (1917-1923), 1983.
Published by the authors, P.O. Box 26, Brewster,
N.Y. 10509. 22 pp, ill., softbound. Price not in-
dicated. Gift of the publishers.

United States, Revenues
American Revenue Association. Shift Hunter
Letters—U.S. Revenue Varieties, 1983 [reprint].
The American Revenue Association, Rockford,
Iowa 50468. 35 pp, ill., softbound. Price $7.50.
Gift of the publishers.

illiam S. Langs

Phone 516-791-4044
Or write with your specific needs
121 Franklin Place
. Woodmere, N.Y. 11598

Member of all leading Societies and Associations

United States, Serials
1982 American Philatelic Congress Book, 48th
ed. American Philatelic Congress, Inc., P.O. Box
937, Brookhaven, Pa. 19015. 164 pp, ill. Price $15
to members, $17.50 to non-members. Gift of the
publishers.

United States, States
New Jersey Postal History Journal, vols. 1-5, Nos.
1-25,1973-1977, 1983 [reprint]. New Jersey Post-
al History Society, 28 Briar Lane, Basking Ridge,
N.J. 07920. 89 pp, ill., softcover. Price $10. Gift of
the publishers.

Additional Donations

Runs of publications and other printed matter:
Ernest A. Kehr, Louis K. Robbins.

PURSER -
ASSOCIATES 2 i
INC. |

Moody Lane Danbury, (T 06810 AUCTION AQENTS
(203) 748-2237 MICHAEL D. PURSER

JEFFREY L. PURSER
(203) 748-8508

MELISSA G. WHEELER

Auction Agent Services
® Comprehensive Coverage
Coast to Coast
&

Around the World

® “Search” Service
® Reliable - Accurate
® Confidential

® Monthly Auction Newsletter
& Calendar of Sales

Members ASDA, APS, BIA, SPA. AFDCS, ATA, PF. CCNY
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Our Special Public Auctions
are a one-of-kind experience.

'{' i; _\\\_ﬁqé
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31 7\ "}, 72+ e
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At our Special Public Auctions, you'll discover
all kinds of one-of-a-kind collections. You'll also
see odd lots, stocks and accumulations so
unusual, they’ll make you glad you get our
catalogs. Our auctions have hundreds of
individual lots, too.

Join us each month for a unique opportunity
to bid on the property you've been looking for
to complement your collection.

Write or call toll-free for our free catalog that
describes the many varied offerings available.
We will be happy to mail each new addition
to you as it is published. And do it soon. This
is a one-of-a-kind offer.

Earl PL. Apfelbaum Inc.

2006 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215/567-5200 800/523-4648

Earl P.L. Aptelbaum) Inc.

0 Send me your public auction catalogs. Nathie i -
[ Send me your Mail Bid Sale Catalog. A

O Send me your monthly, 64 page price list Ads & Offers. o -

[0 Send me your Postal History Mail Bid Sale Catalog. City —State—Zip_
O I'm thinking of selling my philatelic holdings. Contact me. Phone_ Besttimetocall




WHEN THE WOLFFERS QUALITY EDGE MEANS
CLASSIC ONE-OF-A-KIND MAGNIFICENCE

SEPT. 21,22 & 23 AUCTION

OTHER 1983 SALES
OCT. 26, 27, 28 & 29
DEC.7,8&9

Catalog, including realizations for
previous auction, 4 weeks before sale.
Send name, address and $3.00.

US #85E B * “2" Grill

RICHARD WOLFFERS, INC,
Stamps of quality | Stamp Auctions of integrity
L\ 127 Kearny Street, San Francisco, California 94108 - Tel. (415) 781-5127

)

19481949 -1950 +1951 +1952 +1953 1954 +1955:1956+1957 -1958+1959

Showgard Mounts are the choice and recommenda-
tion of experienced collectors.
—For over 34 years Showgard Mount special

material has proven perfectly safe for stamps under

every climatic condition in all parts of the world.
—In all the years, Showgard Mount twin-seam

construction has never been equalled—It is the only

i one with two gripping seams and the time proven
safety of Showgard mount special foil.

—Showgard Mounts are thin enough to insure
that bound albums are not strained, loose-leaf
binders hold many more pages.

—It is a philatelic fact that collectors switch to
Showgard Mounts as they gain in experience. It's a

sensible idea to start and save with Showgard
Safety Mounts. At dealers everywhere.
MW Available with dark display or clear see-

through background. Write for sample and size guide.

G961 Y96} €961 *C96} <1961 096}

Vidiforms Co., Box 488, New City, New York 10956, U.S.A.

1974 +1973 1972 +1971 «1970 +1969 +1968 +1967* 1966

1975 «1976 +1977 <1978 +1979 1980 +1981+ 1982-
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SELL OR CONSIGN YOUR
CLASSIC U.S. TO METRO!

You’ll get the best price possible. Our quality auc-
tions with worldwide bidders assure maximum
realization for your material. Our frequent auc-
tions assure you of rapid payment.

Our experience and integrity make the difference. The best
writers in the auction field describe your stamps, and our
catalogs are lavishly illustrated. Mention your membership
in the Collectors Club and we will be pleased to send you
our next three catalogs free of charge.

We travel for large holdings. Call us today, TOLL FREE at 1-
800-221-0155 (or 0156).

,/13;\5 ‘@ ella Reference: Chase Manhatten Bank

SPECIALIZING IN Schiff Auctions

Especially for Sp 1

SO

Do

CHOICE If you do not get our catalogs you are missing
ATES out! Send $8.50 ($12.50 overseas) for a year's
U N ITE D ST subscription to catalogs and prices realized or
send $1.00 ($1.50 with prices realized) for our
nextauction
S d C vers i Catalogs picked up at our office are complimentary
tamps an o WHAT IS A SCHIFF “ESPECIALLY

FOR SPECIALISTS® " AUCTION?
It's an auction designed with YOU in mind.

CANADA S s
PENCE ISSUES

* ESPECIALLY FOR SPECIALISTS

YOU TO CONSIGN
individual stamps, covers or
collections for Putlic Auction
or Private Treaty Sale
WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHT!
Contact us first, describing your material
Include your address and phone numbers

Bruce G. Daniels
27 STATE STREET
BOSTON, MASS. 02109

195 MAIN ST.
RIDGEFIELD PARK, NJ 07660

Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers ms
A Established 1947

Telephone: 201-641-5568, From NYC: 862-2777

A BROCHURE DETAILING OUR SERVICES SENT UPON RECEIPT
OF A STAMPED SELF-ADDRESSED LEGAL SIZE ENVELOPE.

o ESPECIALLY FOR SPECIALISTS

.* ESPECIALLY FOR SPECIALISTS
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FOUR STAR PHILATELICS

Quality U.S. Classic Stamps and Postal History included in our
August, October, & December mail sales.

Also offered are essays, proofs, better quality 19th & 20th Cen-

tury mint & used, fancy cancels, multiples, plus specialized
groups of back of the book material, Canada, & General Foreign.

For free Illustrated Catalog

Write or call Vic Russ

FOUR STAR PHILATELICS,INC.  spcs

P.0.BOX 261 ASDA
WA A BETHEL, CONN. 06801 APS
(203) 743-4740 SPA
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GILBERT &
ELLICE ISLANDS

Covers, Proofs, Specimens,
Postal History

Write to the Specialist in Pacific Islands and
British Borneo Postal History. Tell me what you
need and photocopies will be in the return mail.
Sorry, | do not carry stamps. May | hear from
you?

HOWARD LEE
P.O. Box 636C
New York, N.Y. 10163

POSTAL (- COVERS

“Covers of the World”

Mail Bid Sales

Postal History Specialties
Military & War Covers
Maritime, Railroad & Air mail
Locals & Cinderella
Literature
Postal Stationery
ete.,

For illustrated catalog send $1.00 to

THEO. VAN DAM
P.O. Box 26, Brewster, N.Y. 10509

Central &
Eastern Asia

In 1982 we offered over 5,000 lots of
rare stamps and postal history with
a value in excess of ONE MILLION DOLLARS ex-
clusively from Central and Eastern Asia.

Interest in the Asian market has never higher.
The broad world-wide demand coupled with the
strong local markets of Japan, Korea, Taiwan,
Malaya, Thailand, and Hong Kong have produced
consistently high realizations in our auctions.

We are now preparing our next major auction of
Central and Eastern Asia and invite you to contact us
regarding your consignment. Our commission rate is
10% to the seller and 10% to the buyer.

George
Alevizos

2716 Ocean Pk. Bl., Suite 1020
Santa Monica, CA. 90405 USA
Tel: 213/450-2543
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COVERS

POSTAL STATIONERY

Specialist Material

WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS?

FSDA & CCNY
ncw gng/aua/ Sfamp

643 Fifth Ave. South
Naples, Florida 33940




Quality
Albums

For the specialist or neo-
phyte, and anyone in-between.
Over 75 different albums to choose
from. Each album updated annually,
see the MINKUS supplement (Issued in December). All
stamp accessories are available.

CATALOGS | MINKUS

1982 American
Catalog $9.95 Offers:

Choice of 12 Regional Cat-
alogs covering EUROPE. comprehensive

Worldwide editions.
MINKUS CATALOGS have World-Wide

won awards at all major in- | Coverage
ternational shows.

* New Issues Service

MINKUS STAMP & COIN JOURNAL | * Complete Mint Sets

Updates your catalog — Complete listing of new | * Year Groups
1ssues — Enjoy full color topical stamp spreads. | = Packets
Many other interesting, unusual and exclusive | . ...
features. One Year (4 issues) $8.00 “ First Day Cover
Two Years (8 issues) $15.00 , Service
Three Years (12 issues) $20.00 “ Want Lists Welcomed
Outside U.S. One Year (4 issues) $10.00 (US Funds)
Sample issues $2.50 at stores listed below or from Minkus Reserve your 1983 copy
Order NOW from any of the stores listed below. or of the information

write directly to MINKUS STAMP & COIN JOURNAL ced News'’
41 West 25th St., New York, NY 10010. e sﬁﬁksgc (?)t1irsn§5??§§t.

Sample issue: $2 at stores listed below or MSCJ. age).

ATLANTA—Rich's PITTSBURGH—Kaufmann's
BETHESDA—The Hecht Co. PORTLAND—Meier & Frank
BOSTON—lJordan Marsh RICHMOND—Thalhimer’s
CHICAGO—Marshall Field & Co. ROCHESTER—Sibley’s
CINCINNATI—Pogue’s SAN ANTONIO—Joske's of Texas
CLEVELAND—The Higbee Co. SAN FRANCISCO—Emporium-Capwell
COLUMBUS—Lazarus & Co. SEATTLE—The Bon Marche
DENVER—The Denver SKOKIE, ILL—Marshall Field & Co.
GARDEN CITY, N.Y.—Gimbels SOUTHFIELD—IJ.L. Hudson
HARTFORD—G. Fox ST. LOUIS, MO.—The Famous Barr
HOUSTON—Foley's TOWSON, MD.—Hutzler's
MILWAUKEE, WISC.—Gimbels VALLEY STREAM, N.Y.—Gimbels

NEW YORK—Gimbels, Gimbels East WASHINGTON, D.C—Woodward & Lathrop
PARAMUS, N.J—Gimbels YONKERS, N.Y.—Gimbels

PHILADELPHIA—John Wanamaker
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9 ANNOUNCING ...

An Important New Buying and Selling Service for Leading Philatelists

ANDREW LEVITT,
Philatelic Consultant

There is no commodity more precious to the serious philatelist than
knowledge. As an advanced collector forming an award-winning collection or a
successful philatelist considering the proper disposition of a major holding,
you can couple complete knowledge of all of the options available to you in the
philatelic marketplace with your own expertise in your specialized area. The
result will be an acquisition or disposition program that will lead to the
successful achievement of your philatelic goals.

Andrew Levitt, Philatelic Consultant, offers you an exclusive service for
leading philatelists whose collecting goals are of the highest order. Levitt’s
extensive credentials and experience can be of important benefit to you.

* A lifetime in philately, starting under the tutelage of Albert Levitt, former
proprietor of Equitable Stamp Company (predecessor to Harmer
Rooke, now Scott Auction Galleries)

* Former Auctioneer and Vice-President of the Robert A. Siegel Auction
Galleries

* Past President and Auctioneer of the Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction

Company

* A leading professional philatelist in his own right

* Experience in working closely with the leading philatelists of our time,
including Lou Grunin, Ryohei Ishikawa, Peter DuPuy, and Marc

Haas.
* Production of numerous news-making auctions and record-breaking
realizations . . . the Waterbury “Running Chicken” Cover at

$264,000 . . . the United States 1c “2” Grill at $90,000, and, from the
award-winning Ishikawa Collection, the 2c¢ Hawaii Missionary at
$253,000

* Important and valuable experience as a buyer of collections and individual

items.

» Expertise in appraisals of collections and estates, including Lilly, Perry,

Homan, and Hubbard.

In his lifetime, Andrew Levitt has already handled over $200 million in rare
stamps and covers. That extensive experience and knowledge of the
marketplace can now be yours. Whether you are in the process of acquiring or
disposing of an important philatelic property, Andrew Levitt, Philatelic
Consultant, can be of important and invaluable service to you in the fulfillment
of your goals.

If you would like to consider putting the Levittexperience and knowledge to
work for you, call or write without obligation. Our philatelic advisory service is,
of necessity, limited to a small, select group of advanced philatelists, so please
contact us at your earliest convenience. We will be more than happy to answer
any questions and furnish extensive references and further information of

> o ANDREW LEVITT,
: Philatelic Consultant

Box 342 Dept. 4CP-A Danbury, CT 06810
| I 3 0 I A LSO TR R R B N

L HNARE TR R
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GREAT BRITAIN
1840 & 1841 imperforate 1p and 2p

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE

Handstruck covers, Triangulars,
Rectangulars.

BRITISH
COMMONWEALTH

A fine selection of pre 1936 issues.

Enquiries from discerning Collec-
tors Club members will be wel-
comed and anwered promptly.

F. W. COLLINS
Stoborough Croft, St. Cross,
Winchester, Hants., England.

(LN

HEINRICH KOHLER

MONACO 1983

PRINCESS GRACE Mourning, souv. sht, 10f$60.00
EUROPA, cpt (2) 1.20 Montgolfier 2.60 Shuttle, ori-
INALEOIOF o uwsimummsmmv s wanewases s 48.00
Same as vertical gutter pair (trial color). .. 48.00
Souv. Shts of 10, 200th ANNIVERSARY of SPACE

(5 cpt. SetS). i vwsmmusswn v o weesssE e P.O.R.
FOUR SEASONS, cpt. (4) Pre cancel....... 24.00
DOG, 1.80 original color (Huskie).......... 10.00
ANTHROPOLOGY, (2) original color, 3.30,

RAOD renarsuorein b o R DG T e e 10.00
EXOTIC GARDENS, cpt. (3) original color . 21.00
STADIUM, 2.00, Fontvieille................ 9.00
AUTO;.2.90, 1883:1983......c.ccnn sumvmivnnias 11.00

FRANCISCAN, Religion, cpt. (2) 1883-1983. 14.00
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 4.00 Dove..... 10.00
WHALE, 3.30, Preservation............... 12.00

Imperfs of MONACO are issued in Trial Color (with
a few exceptions). Available also, Rare Die Proofs,
trial color in strips diff. colors etc. Additional offers of
Monaco, free on request. We do have one of the
FINEST selections of almost all TOPICALS. Cash
with order. Subject to prior sale.

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC.
P.O. Box 448 Monroe, N.Y. 10950

The Oldest g

Stamp Auclioneers
in Germany

Some stamps from the Zemstvo-Collection

240th
KOHLER AUCTION

from 5th to 8th October, 1983 in Wies-
baden

Important specialized collection of the
Russian area will be offered:
ZEMSTVO: One of the largest and
best-known exhibition col-
lections

UKRAINE: A research collection of
the issues of the National
Republic

KARPATHO-UKRAINE: A specialized
collection which includes
complete sheets and very
scarce non-philatelic covers

Also, thousands of lots covering every field
of philately and postal history

Please request our large and richly-
illustrated auction catalogue

We will send you our three yearly cata-
logues by subscription for $20 (air mail sur-
charge only); for one, please send us $7.

Our forthcoming auction will take place in
February (8-11), 1984 in Wiesbaden

CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS DESIRED
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Bahnhofstr. 63/n - D-6200 Wiesbaden - West Germany
phone 01149-6121-39381




If you collect Canada & Provinces, British Commonwealth and Foreign

START THE SEASON RIGHT

by subscribing to our sales

HERE IS WHAT YOU GET.

1 . Our annual Private Treaty Catalogue, which offers over 400 of the choicest quality and
rare items, gathered over the last year, for immediate sale. Over $1,000,000 of selected
collector items. These are selling fast, but many fabulous lots are still available.

2 . Our September Auction catalogue, with over 1,000 lots which will be sold at unreserved
auction on the 22nd and 23rd, featuring three fabulous collections. The Special Delivery
Stamps and the Postage Due Stamps, and the most remarkable collection of the Registra-
tion System of Canada we have ever handled including the two unique Essays, Proofs,
glorious print multiples and outstanding covers with 5 covers bearing the elusive 8 cent, plus
many Collections, Wholesale, Pence Issues to modern, Foreign with strength in Nether-
lands, U.S.A., British Commonwealth, and much more.

3 . Our October Auction with over 1,200 lots, featuring the fabulous Harry Lussey cover
collections of the Small Queens including Advertising, Illustrated, Multi-coloured,
Foreign Destinations, Rates, Exhibitions & Fairs, Large & Small Queen Com-
binations, Military, Fancy Cancellations, and off-cover. Over 1,000 choice covers
mostly lotted individually. Plus outstanding collections of 1859 issues, Large Queens,
Leafs, and Numerals, and an exceptional collection of the Newfoundland First Cents Issue
with proofs, multiples, and choice covers, and much more.

* * £

« All this for $10 (Canadian Funds) in Canada, $15 (U.S. Funds) to the United States,
and $20 (Canadian Funds) overseas.
» Plus a minimum of three further 1984 Auctions.
If you are not convinced you should be on our mailing list, we will send you
our September Sale catalogue gratis.

r.maresch & son 50

SINCE 1929
330 BAY ST., STE. 703 « TORONTO, CANADA M5H 2S9 « (416) 363-7777
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UPDATING OUR FILES

We are currently revising our Customer Index. If you would like to
receive periodical details of items in current stock, (U.S.A., Great
Britain, Commonwealth, and Europe to 1935), please fill in the form
provided below and offers will follow when the next list of your country
is available.

Remember, we have one of the finest stocks of stamps and covers in
the world!

NaAME . oot e

Details of offers (please tick)

[J Up to $50
[] Over $50

W.E. Lea (Philatelists) Limited.
Kestrel Grange,
The Mount,
Esher,
Surrey KT10 8LQ
ENGLAND
Telephone 78 (London) 0372 68263.



EXCELLENT FOR REFERENCE

PHILATELIC
SELLING

N HARMERS

Follow the example of these reknowned philatelists; when the time
came to sell their collections, they chose

THE PREMIER STAMP AUCTIONEERS TO THE WORLD

Our brochure “Philatelic Selling” will tell you everything they learned.
Your collection need not be worth a million dollars; $1000 market value
will open your auction account. Contact the Gallery nearest you:

HAKM ERS of New York Inc. I L‘\KM ERS of San Francisco Inc.

6 West 48th Street 49 Geary Street
New York, NY 10036 San Francisco, CA 94102
Cable: Harmersale New York Tel. (212) 869-5400 Cable: Harmersale San Francisco Tel. (415) 391-8244

Also in: London, England and Sydney, Australia




