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t11 aud:.ion in f}anua1uJ • • • 

THE 1869 INVERTED CENTERS 

United States Collection 
of the late FRANKLIN T. WILLOCK 

of Syosset, Long Island 

A tremendous collection of 19th and 20th century 
singles and blocks in 15 large albums. 

Among the countle;s rare items included are: 

5c 1847 unused block of 6 

30c and 90c "August" Issue 

1869 Inverted Centers 

Special Printings (almost complete) 

Columbian and Trans-Mississippi blocks 

$1.00 Trans-Mississippi-37 singles, 3 blocks of 4, 
and plate block of 10 

Pan-American Inverted Centers 

2c Louisiana part perf pair 

Blue Papers 

Many rare imperf and part perf errors 

Ask for a catalog of this great sale 

Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc. 
International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 



Nearly EVERY Off er Made 
by 

"WEILL of NEW ORLEANS" 

9.a tla.optfl.d 

-·-
If you are considering selling your collection, the above 

fact may be IMPORTANT to you. 

Of course, the settlement is immediate cash, whether your stamps 

are worth $100.00 or $100,000.00 

£ RAYMOND H. WEILL CD. 
ROGER G. - RAYMOND H. WEILL 

407 ROYAL STREET. NEW ORLEANS l16) 
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}nll ]htl $lamp Cnlkcloll 
GIMBELS ... the World's Largest Stamp Departments 

has a n outstanding se lection of Albu ms . Here a re two best se ll e rs. 

The Co1np1·ehensive Wo1·ld-Wide 

(/ 

STAMP ALBU~l-87.95 
Here is the first completely new, comprehensive album 
for the stamps of all countries. Illustrated with more 
than 1 7 ,000 photographs of the important stamps of 
the world, this loose- leaf album is ideal for the beginner 
as well as for the more advanced collector. 
Besides spaces for 30,000 s tamps you will find a full 
color map of the world, historical and geographical 
no tes fo r each country, s tamp identifier, gui de for the 
beginning co llectors, requi rements for Boy Scout Merit 
Badge , and a new type screw-post expansion binder. 

All Ameri~·an S •amp Album. S:J.95 
Here is the outstanding album for stamps of the United 
State ; . It ' s up-to-da te with spaces from 1847 through 
1952. Included are commemorative stamps, regular 
postage issues, air mails , specia l delivery, Confederate 
States and others. Interesting annotations appear on each 
page describing the particular issue . I ts fully illustrated, 
loose leaf and annual supplements are available. 

Write For GIMBEL'S STAMP NEWS. It's Free. 

Gimbels 
Worlds Largest Stamp Departments 

33rd Street & Broadway 
New York 1, New York 

Ninth at Market Streets 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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ADMISSION: CHILDREN 30~·ADUlTS so~ 

STAMPS ON EXHIBIT AND FOR SALE 
of l#ruest- fC. • • • 

• POTENTIAL COLLEOORS 
• NOVICES .. JUVENILE OR 

ADULT 
• GENERAL COLLECTORS 
• SPECIALISTS 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
COMPLETE UNUSED D. G . SETS 

BAHAMAS-1929-#85 to 89- lp to 3s .. ....... ..... ........ ... .. .. .. ... ...... $ 12.00 
1938 -46-# 100 to 113-( 17 l-1hp to £ 1 ................. ..... ...... .. 7 .00 
1942-# 11 6 to 129-V2 p to £ 1 .. ... ..... .. ..... ......... .... ... ....... .. .... 12.00 

BARBADOS- 1897-#81 to 89-1/4 p to 2s6p .............. ...... ... .. ... .... .. 15 .00 
BR. SOLOMON IS.- 1939-43-# 67 to 79-V2p to 1 Os .. ...... ..... ....... 5.00 
CYPRUS- 1924-28-# 89 to 108-1/4 pi to 90pi ............ .. ... .. ... ........ 10.00 
EGYPT- 19 14-# 50 to 59-1 m to 200m .................................... ... . 6 .00 

1933-# 172 to 176-5m to 20m ...................... .. ...................... 10.00 
1931 -#C3 , C4-50m on 27m , l OOm on 27m .................. ...... 14.00 
1933-38-# C5 to C25- 1 m to 200m .... ................ ................ .. .. 14.00 

FALKLAND IS.-1938-41 -#84 to 95 (15l-1h p to £1 ................ 8.50 
FIJ l- 1938-40-# 11 7 to 127 ( 13 )-1h p to 5s ... ........ ... ......... ......... 10.00 
JAMAI CA- 1938-# 11 6 to 128-V2p to l O.s ............. .......... ...... .... . 4.00 

1945-# 129 to 135- l V2 p to 1 Os ....... .............................. ....... 4. 50 

KENYA 6- UGANDA- 1922-27-# 18 to 36- l c to l Os .. .. ... ........... 15.00 
1938-42-#63 to 75- lc to £ 1 ........... .. .................... .. ....... .. .. 7 .25 

LEEWA RD IS.-1921- 32-#61 to83- 1/4p to £ 1 .... .. ......... .. .... .. .... . 35.00 
NAURU- 1924-37-# 17 to 30-1h p to l Os .. .. .................. .. .... ... .. .. . 5.00 
NEW GUINEA-1925-28--#l to 13-V2 p to £ 1 .. ....... .............. ..... 12.50 

193 1-#Cl to Cl 3-V2p to £ l .... .. .. ..... ..... ... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... ..... .. .... 25.00 
NEW H'EBRIDES- 19 11-# 17 to 25-1hp to 5s ... ..... .. ............. .... . 5.00 
NEW ZEALAND- 1940-#229 to 24l - V2 p to l s .......... .... .. ..... ... 5.00 

1931 -# 83, B4- lp + lp, 2p + l p ...... ... ....... .. .............. .. .......... 22.50 

NIG ERIA- 1938-41-#53 to 64-1/2p to 5s ...... ........ ............. .... ..... 8.00 
NIUE- 19 11 - 17-# 14 to 29- V2p to 1 s ...... .... .. ..... ......................... 7 .50 
NORTH BORNE0- 1950-#244 to 258- l c to# 10 .. ............. ......... 7 .50 
NYASSALAND- 1938-44-#54 to 67 ( 18l-V2p to £ 1 ... ..... .... ... . 12 .00 
RHODESIA- 1905-#76 to 8 1- 1 p to 5s .......... .................... ......... . 7.50 

Your W an t -List 

of Sin gles or Sets Will be Grea tly Appreci ated 

SIDNEY F. BARRETT 
87 Nassau Street £ New York 38, N. Y. 

Telephone CO 7-6070 
IV THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH I LATEL IST, VOL. XXX I, NO. 6 



NOV EMBER 19 52 . Vol. XXXI , No. 6 

HENRY M. GOODKIND, Editor 

Edi torial Committee 
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HARRI SO D. S. HA VERBECK 
EDWIN MUELLER 
STEPHEN G. RICH 
Material for the Library 

One of the Collectors Club great assets 1s 
its libr ary. It ranks as one of the greatest 
philatelic li braries in the world. Despite 
this topmost position, those who use our li ­
brary know that it sti ll lacks philatelic hand­
books. periodicals and other journals, which 
should be in its bookcases. 

This void can be overcome in an economi­
cal and simple manner. 

The Collectors Club pl ays host to close to 
twenty Study Groups, who use our club­
house for their regular meetings. In view 
of this hospitality, each Specialty Society 
cou ld see to it that most all of the litera­
ture published annu ally in its own field be 
presented to the library. 

For instance, the Collectors Club Library 
lacks many fine foreign publications, most of 
th em having been published since the end of 
World War II. The France and Colonies 
Group could see that all literature it o r its 
members receive during a year will find a 
place in the C lub's Library. So could the 
Scandin avian Group, the German, Austria, 
Precancel , Air Mail and all the others. A 
cumul ative result of this sort would work 
to th e advantage not only of the Collectors 
Club, but to all collectors as they would find 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxx r, N
the reference material avai lable in a central, 
accessible place. 

"Addition s to th e Library" is a regular 
feature of this magazine, appearing under 
the section called "Clubhouse". Your at­
te ntion is directed to that feature in this 
number of THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
EL IST, where it wi ll be noticed that one Study 
Group meeting here at the Club has given to 
the Library all the literature which it has 
received from all parts of the world within 
the last five years or so. It is hoped that 
other Groups might follow this practice. It 
can be done by a group or an individu al. 

H.M.G. 

A Philatelic Connoisseur 

In th e las t number of this magazine, it 
had been our so rrowful task to record the 
unexpected death of JOHN HuosoN HALL 
a t the comparatively you ng age of 56. Space 
did not permit us to detail much about his 
ca reer as a philatelist which was regrettable 
because it had been such an illustrious one. 

A lengthy obituary could be written only 
about Mr. Hall 's positions of leadership in 
the foremost philatelic organiza tions of this 
country such as a Governor and Trustee of 
the Collectors C lub, Chairman of the Board 
O. 6 275 



EDITO RIALS 
of Trustees and member of the Expert Com­
mittee of th e Philatelic Found a tion , Vice 
President of the Association of Stamp Exhibi­
tions. Suffice it to record that he had served 
all lon g and well. But a complete catalog 
of these will be omitted in order to desc ribe 
Mr. H all as a collector and student of 
st amps. 

l t seems proper at times to write about 
th e individu al collector in a magazin e of rec­
ord such as THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST. Too often one read only generaliza­
tion as "X was a g rea t collecto r ; Y was one 
of our foremost students; Z owned so me of 
th e fine st collections" . In reality each of us 
co ll ects differently, making an interesting 
story. 

John H. H all throughout his lifetim e h ad 
h ad th e adva ntages of culture, gentil ity and 
a fine education. Therefore it seemed legi­
ca l th at he would collect as a conn ois:;eur. 
Imhued with such high stand ards, he sought 
only st amps th at were matchl ess copies, those 
call ed superb. This te rm is too of ten used 
in an exagge r ated m ann er, because m any lack 
the ex pe rience or discrimin ation to spot a 
philatelic gem. Mr. Hall had within that 
basic se nse for th e finest, which he proceeded 
to develop alm os t to a fine a rt. 

Being such a dilletante, it was understand­
abl e th at some would misunderstand this 
gift. In stead of ad miring a conn oisseur, 
some a re wont to cr iticize such coll ectors of 
taste as "condition cranks" or "fuss buck­
ets". In reality, th e cri tics seem motivated 
by envy regretting th at th ey lack thi s trait. 

Many kRew little aoout MT. Hall as a 
coll ec to r of th e ea rly issues. To our kn owl­
edge, he neve r wrote one lin e about any 
st amps. Yet he collected and kn ew much 
about the U nited States Local and Carrie r 
st amps, th e first issues of our cou ntry and th e 
classic sta mps from all foreign cou ntri es es­
pecia lly C hil e and Spain. Any one w ho 
talked wi th him or exam in ed parts of his 
coll ec tion s realized th a t he was a tru e con­
noisseur of antique st amps. When he was 
inspecting imperforate varieties, hi s eyes 
sparkled as a very fin e, fresh copy with wide 
m a rgin s all around was discove red. Hi s joy, 
when see ing superb multipl e pi eces, was 
equ a l to th at of a youn gs ter on Christmas 
morning. And this admiration was not only 
THE CO
for his own stamps but those in other col­
lections. 

We would like to relate one personal ex­
perience. It happened during the 1947 Inter­
national Exhibition in New York, when se rv­
ing together on th e International Jury, 
John Hall m ade a few judges walk with him 
across th e entire length of Grand Central 
Palace just to in spect one copy of a classic 
stamp in a frame. H e stood befo re it with 
great ad mir ation just as one does in a mu se­
um with a wo rk of art. 

With his fin e a rti stic se nse and educa ti onal 
background , Mr. H all 's mind became a veri­
tabl e in dex of th e fin es t materi al in th e 
cl assic period . H e co uld quote with "chapte r 
and verse" th e pedigree of most all th e lead­
ing items, knowing w hen and where they 
were found a nd the owners over the yea rs. 
Looking about now th at John is no longer 
wi th us, \\'e fi nd very few others " ·ho had 
cultiva ted such a n intimate and accurate 
knowledge. 

In add ition to his deep in te res t 111 philately, 
Mr. H all was a stud ent of art and an ad­
mirer of class ica l music. H e seldom men­
tioned thes.: in phi late lic circl es excep t to a 
few close friends. For some yea rs and up to 
the time of hi s death , he had been a member 
of the Board of famo us Co rcoran Art Gal­
lery in Washington , D. C. and the Fogg :\Iu­
seu m at H arvard U ni versi ty, his alma mater. 
He kne\\" fine w in es, and when he had enjoyeJ 
what he considered a \\·onderful vintage, he 
removed the labe l from th e bottle so that he 
cou ld sho\\· it to those \\·horn he believed a lso 
wou ld appreciate it. That wzs SJJ ty.pic al. 
John H all wanted others to share with him 
those pl easures " ·hether it was stamps , wines, 
paintings or mu sic. 

H e protested frequently th at he had littl e 
time to devote to th e o rganiz atio nal end of 
philately. Yet when a n important meeting 
\\·as ca ll ed , John H. H all was present, always 
punctual and ready to work. In addition he 
could be numbered amo ng the more generous 
co ntributors if any fina nci ng w as needed. 

"'.VIany in philately who had \\·orked " ·ith 
and knew John H. H all think th at hP. was 
th e type \~·ho deserved th e title-a gentleman 
and a scholar. Ponde r a moment thi s com­
binatio n. Philately has h ad many g rea t 

(Continued on Page 3 14. ) 
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The Stamps and Postal History of 

BERGEDORF 

By JOHN R. BOKER JR. 
Introduction 

During its short philatelic history, th e 
small ( nin ety squa re kilometers) Bergedorf 
area in northwest Germany, consisting of th e 
Ci ty of Bergedo rf plus a few surrounding 
townships, had been the joint property of th e 
Free Cities of H amburg and Lubeck, until , 
on August 8, 1867, it became through pur­
chase the so le prope rty of H amburg. The 
Bergedorf coat-of- a rms, th e vertically bisect­
ed " Eagle of Lubeck" and "Castle of H am­
burg, " n·hich formed the central design of its 
singl e stamp issue , evidenced this joint O\~· ner­

ship. At th at time, the popu la tion of th e 
area was a sca nt 13.000, that of the city of 
Bergedorf proper, 3 ,000 inhabitants. 

It would appear from th e extensive phila­
telic lite rature on the subje~ t, th at all about 
the postal hi story of Bergedorf is known. 
The original postal regulations detailing 
every thing down to the correct behaviour of 
the individu al letter carrier have been pre­
served. The name and occupation of all 
the pos tm as ters and post-mist resses are on 
record. Bergedorf has been the subject of 
intensive philatelic study, and yet, cer t a in 
rather vital questions, particularly with re­
spect to the use of the stamps of other postal 
adm inistr at ions in Be rgedorf, especially those 
of H amburg and Prussia. remain only partly 
solved. 

Postmarks of the Pre -Stamp Period 

As an afte rm ath of the Napoleonic cam­
pa igns, th e early postmarks of Bergedo rf 
show a French influence, noticeable in th e 
spelling " Bergedorff" with two "f's" . The 
Bergedorf postal sys t em began its inde­
pende nt operation on April I , 18+7. All of 
th ese postmarks, as well as an ea rl y straight 
THE COl. l.ECTORS C LUB PHILAT ELIST, \IOI.. XXX I, N
Fi g. One of the th ree known used blocks of 
the V2 sch. black on light b lue. 

Fig. 2 Cne of the two known used blocks of 
th e l sch. b l2ck on w h ite. 

line postmark of abou t 18+0. have bee n well 
discussed in an a rticle by C. Ott which ap­
peared in H ennig's " Phil atel istische Mit­
tei lungen" in 1926. 

After 18+7 , seve ra l str aight line postmarks 
n·e re introduced : 

I. Three-lin e. unframed str aight lin e post­
mark: " Bergedorf, l\1onth , D ay ." Earliest 
kno\rn date: F eb . 28, ( 18+8.) 

2. T,~- o- l in e, unfr amed straight line post­
mark : " Bergedo rf , Month , D ay ." Earliest 
known el a te: F eb . 8, ( I 8+8.) 
O. 6 277 



BERGEDORF 
Fig. 3 V2 sch. black on light blue t ied to cover with Town cancellation, possi b ly the nicest 
si ngle frank ing with th is stamp. 
Apparently th ese we re used con currentl y 
as receivi ng ma rks from April 1, 18.1-7 on. 
Postm a rk 2 was cut down to a one-line mark 
a t a much la ter date and is repo rted to h ave 
been in use until 1895. 

As noted above, ( postm ark 2) has Berge­
dorf spelled with tv.;o "f's" . This Bergedo rff 
spelling is found also in the well-known half­
circle postmark, used very occasionally during 
the stamp i;eriod as a cancell ation. Accord­
ing to Dr. A. Werner, thi s half-circl e post­
mark ex ists in the followin g colors : 

Bergedorff-grayish black from February, 
1852 to early I 853 

Bergedorff- red from ea rly I 853 to July, 
1854 

Bergedorf-gray black from July, 1854 to 
August , 1855 

Bergedo rf-bluish from August , 1855 to 
the end of 1855 

Bergedorf-gray black from I 856 to April 
1868. 

(Note: O ccas ionall y during the 1854 to 
1868 period the postmark (a lso cancellation) 
THE CO
is fou nd in a deep oily black. This is sca rce.) 
The use of stamps to frank let ters was 

never co mpul sory in Bergedo rf , so th at many 
more letters v.·e re mailed wi thout st amps than 
\\'ith tl~ em. Therefo re , Bergedorf stampless 
cove rs are of especia l interest , not onl v be­
cause it is esse nti al to study th em for the 
purpose of co mpleting our knowl edge of the 
posta l histo ry of th e a rea, but because so 
many of th e stampless lette rs of the 1861 to 
1867 period have been used to forge " Berge­
dorf on cove r" . Bergedo rf cove rs are rare. 
But " plausible" fake cove rs a re fou nd w ith 
genuine postmarks, genuine st amps, but 
fo rged cancellati ons. 

The double circl e "Geesthacht" and date 
postmark also falls into th e pre-s tamp period 
since it was first used in O ctober , 1853. It 
occ urs in various colors of ink; g ray ish black, 
blui sh, greenish , and red , being used through­
out the stamp period as well. It is fre­
quently found in conjunction with th e " BLPA" 

box (see below) and th e Bergedorf h alf­
ci rcl e postmark. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI , NO. 6 



BERGEDORF 
Fig. 4 The o nl y known used block of the 1 1/2 sch. black on ye ll ow 
Postmarks & Cancellations of the 
Stamp Pe riod 

During th e 186 I to l 867 st amp period , it 
should be em ph asized th a t th e h alf-circle 
" Bergedorf" postmark (w ith th e single fin al 
"f" as altered in 1854) was used primarily 
as a postmark , it was not intended as a can­
cell a tion. Th erefo re, st amps cancelled by it 
alone, and not where a st amp already can­
cell ed was accid entally touched by its appli­
cation to the cover-are rare. The follow­
ing a re kno\\'n: 

Y, sch. blue-seve ral sin gles, on e si ngle on 
cove r 

l sch. white-several singles 
1 Y, sch. yellow·-two singles 
3 sch. blue on rose-one single on piece, 

one single on cover 
4 sch. brown-one horizontal pair on piece. 

Concurrently with the introduction of 
stamps on November r , 186 1, th e Berge­
dorf M ain Post Office (located in the Rail­
way Station in Bergedorf ) was provided with 
a stamp cancelling devic e. This was a metal 
hand stamp having five nea rly pa r allel lines, 
each line approximately 19 mm. long, and 
YI plus mm. thick, the overall height from 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATE LIST , VOL. XXXI, N
bottom to top line being 16Y, mm. This 
device was in use only during th e stamp 
period, from November 1 , 1861 to D ecem­
ber 3 1, 1867. At one time, philatelists be­
li eved th at two simil ar dev ices had been in 
u~e du r ing this period , si nce th e appearance 
of kno\.\·n genuin e cance ll at ions frequentiy 
" ·as quite d ifferent. This inc reased the dif­
ficulty of expe rtiz a ti on. H owever, later re­
search (i niti a ted by Krotszch and co nfirmed 
by Werner) , and th e exam in ation of many 
co vers has shown co nclusively th at there w as 
only one device, which had gone th rough four 
general changes in appea rance. These 
chan ges res ulted from ink incrustation s on 
and subsequent cleani ngs of th e metal face 
of th e dev ice-as follows: 

1. Thin , almos t straight, solid ba rs. 
2. Thin , a lmost str aight, solid bars, one 

outside bar much heavie r, producing a thick 
smea ry print. 

3. H eavy, so mewhat smud gy bars , all of 
abo ut equ al thickness. 

+· Thin bars, showin g small breaks in 
so me of the bars, the ends of the outside 
bars being sl ightly curved inward , this curv­
ing having developed throughout the life of 
the dev ice . This ba r cancellation was fre-
O. 6 279 



B E R G E D 0 R F 
I 

Fi g. 5 Vertical strip of four of the 112 sch . blac k on li ght blue. 
qu ently app li ed tH"i ::e to each s tam:i, of:en 
c ross \,·ays. 

Geesth acht, a small ton·n located only a 
few mil es due eas t of th e ci t~' of Be rgedorf. 
n·as made a " Post-Expediti on" in the Berge­
dorf postal syste m at th e beginning of 1856. 
using (see above) a double ci rcle tmrn post­
mark. Thi s postmark H"as used as a ca n­
ce ll atio n as n·e ll. but is never fo und on th e 
stam ns of Bergedo rf it>elf. (A previoush· 
recorded 1 Y, sch. yel lon· on piece with this 
can ~ellat i o n as illl'strated in Henni ~'s 
" Phil ate listisch .'\littl ei lungan" in I926 has 
been proven to be a forgery as noted in 
".''v1i che l "Deutschlan:l Spez ialka.u.l.ng" 19_ 8). 
Th e explanation o f this lies in the probable 
supposi tion th a t Be rgedo rf st am ps we re neve r 
on sa le in Geesthacht, but only in the Be rge­
clorf Main Post Office and, after I866, in 
Kirchwe rder-but only ce rtain denomin ati ons. 
excluding the 3 sch . and poss ibl y the Y, sd1. 

In any event, "Geesthacht " ex ists as a can­
cell a tion on th e Hamburg 2 sch. red per­
forated (Scot t l'\o. 15) off cove r , probably 
cancell ed on ar riv al. It is also k11 m 1"11 on 
various Scl1lesn·ig-Holstei11 st am ps probably 
originating on letters ma il ed from Gees­
th ach t , as fol lon·s : 

Scott l'\o. 8 1 Vis green " Herzoth -Schles­
\Vig" 

Scott No. 18 1 Vis blue and rose, roul et­
ted 
280 THE CO
Scott l'\ o. 11 a 1Vi s gray lil ac " H e rzoth­
Sch lesH"ig" 

Scott '.\ o. 20 1),-'.'.j s red lilac " H erzoth-Hol ­
stei n" . (Used as pairs or as tn·o s in gles 
on piece in a ll five known in stances) 

All of th ese, except !'\ o . 20 of 11·hich ten 
copies ( including pairs) have been reco rd ed , 
are rare . 

Kirchw e rd er, a sm all to11·n s itu ated about 
five mil es d ue south of the ci ty of Bergedorf, 
11·as c rea ted a " P ost-Expedition" on Sep­
tem be r 16, 1866. to maintain one da ily mail 
delivery 11·ith Winsen a.cl. Luh e in neigbbor­
in_g H anover. As a postmark found on 
s tam pless cove r s ( n·hich are very scarce) it 
employed a single c ircle to11·11 marking al­
w ays fou nd in a brilliant blue ink. As a 
c;! nre ll at ion, it is knon·n on the fo ll r>11·ing 
Hergedorf stamps: 

I sch. 11·hi te ( approx . four copies kn m1"11) 
1Y, sch. ye ll 011· (u nique ) 
+ sch. hro11·n (approx. three copies kn01n1) 

'.\ one a re knmn1 on cove r. The Y, sch . 
dark blue offered as Lot :\o. 1177 ( illu s­
trated ) 52 nd K ohl e r Auction ( 1928 ) on a 
small pi ece, h as been declared to be a 
forgery. It is believed possible that a Y, 
sch. dark blu e exists with tnis cance llation , 
but so far only this declared forgery h as 
been reported. 
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llERCEDORF 
Fig. 6 Horizontal strip of four of th e l sch. black on whi te . 
In add iti on to these st amps, th e fo ll owi ng 
a re also kn own \\'ith th e Kirch ,,·e rcler tm\·n 
cance ll at ion. a ll on cover: 

Sch leswig- H olstei n No. J 1 1 y.j sch. reel 
lilac "He rzoth-Sch leswig" 

H amburg l\o. 19 1 Y, sch. rose rouletted 
H amburg Y, sch. black ent ire envelope . 

( Three copies are reported. The :.i lichel 
" Deutschlancl Spezial K atalog" sta tes onl y 
-0ne is -known.) 

Zollensp ieker . a little ham let. barely three­
quarters of a mile south of Kirch\\'ercler, 
and right on the H anover border, is also 
reported to have been made a " Post-Ex pe­
dition " on September 16, 1866, to m ai ntain 
di rect daily mail delivery ,,·ith Win se n a.cl. 
Luhe. lt is be li eved never to have used a 
pos tm a rk (or canceller) and tha t th e order 
creating it a " P ost-Expedition" has been mis­
read. From a posta l po int of view it is be­
li eved th a t it shou ld be regarded as a part of 
K irchwerder. Th e onl y kn own piece of mail 
addressed to Zoll ensp ieke r during thi s period 
is a H amburg P ostal l\lloney Order, franked 
,,·ith a H amburg 3 sch. blue perfo rated ad­
hesive st amp, made out to: " H errn. Dr. med. 
Gra pe] in Zoll ensp ieker" . The stipulated 50 
THE CO LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, \ "O L. XXX I, N
l\ll ark \\·as paid out in Ki rcll\\·e rder on Janu­
ary 12, 1867, and the :\I oney Order is so 
backstam ped ,,·ith the Ki rchwerder to\\'n 
mark. ( :'\ate: This import ant postal history 
item was kno\\ n and treated extensive ly by 
Kriitzsch in his HanJbook. but ,,·as sold un­
noticed as such in a 1950 Grobe auct ion in 
H anover). 

. ~. / 
~_,,,...-

/M/~~/hP: 
;?hl"~ 

-~m~~ 
,.?""'~ 

Fig. 7 A b'o~k of three of the V2 sch. black 
on li ght blL:e t ied to wrapper , believed to be 
unique. 
O. 6 281 
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Fi g. 8 The 1 1f2 sch . b lack on ye ll ow ti ed to cove r by both t he Bar and Town cance tlat ion , 
probabl y the n icest si ngly fran ked cover know n w ith t his de nomi na t ion. 

;v~~j~~ 
v 1 ,,,/~~ f;J~ .,,_, 

~· 

&/dtnd"~ 
~- .AeA.rUL/ 

Fi g. 9 Horizontal pa ir of the l V2 sch. blac k on ye ll ow t ied to cove r, th e f iner of the two 
known ho rizontal pa irs on cover. 
U niqu e as a ca nce ll a tion on Be rgedorf 
s t amps is a 3 sch. bl ue on rose on cover can­
celled w ith th e blue Prussian " H amburg­
Berlin " r a ilw ay m a rking. This is und oubt­
edly a cove r th at either es ~a?ed cancell ation 
in th e Bergedo rf pos t office or w as hand ed 
in direc tly to the tra ins j ust prio r to de­
pa rture, but in eith er event w as cancelled in 
th e railw ay m a il ca r. 
TH E CO
V a rious add iti onal pos t al m a rkings are 
known to have been used dur '. ng th e st amp 
i:;e r iod, but no oth er cancell ations. 

" BLPA"- thi s post al m a rking is a 27 mm. 
w ide and 1 1 ~ mm. high clipped co rner rec­
t angul a r double lined box, containing only th e 
letter s " B.L.P.A .", meaning " Bergedorf­
L and -Post-Amt. " It was applied in th e city 
o f B ergedo rf pos t office to lette rs o rigin a t-
LLECT ORS CL L' B PHILAT E LI ST. VOL. xxxr, NO. 6 



BERG E DORF 
ing in th e Bergedorf a rea, outsid e of th e 
town proper, and not by-pass ing th e Berge­
do rf post office as w as possible in G eesth acht 
and late r Kirchwerd er. It is often found on 
stampless cove rs, as we ll as a few cove rs 
with Bergedo rf st amps, almost exclusively 
th ose with a Y, sch. o r 1 sch. (o r two 
Y, sch. st amps) f rank ing. O ne cove r w ith 
the Y~ s::h . ye llow st amp and thi s markin g 
is known. It is also kn ow n on several 
Y, s::h. hlack H amburg entire envelopes ( im­
portan t as suppo rting the co ntention th at 
these " ·ere e n sale as the post a l st at ionery of 
Bergedorf). In one inst ance only it is kn own 
on a H anove r I sch. rose entire envelope 
,,·h ich also shO\\"S the Bergedo rf half-circle; 
like,,·i, e in one instance on a cove r bea ring 
a H ambu rg Y, sch. black perfora ted adhesive 
stam p. this stamp, howeve r, be ing cancell ed 
on arriva l in H amburg (1867) wi th th e cir­
cular blue Ha mburg town mark. 

The color of thi s "B LPA" ma rking is al­
mo st ahYays g ray ish bl ack-in a few in ­
stances. deep black. As an add iti onal (fo r­
tuitous) cancell at ion, wh ere it accidentally 
bit t r e stamp in bei ng appli ed to th e cove r , 
this exists on th e Bergedorf 1 sch. bl ack and 
1 Y, sch. ye ll ow off cove r and on piece . 
T H E COL LECT ORS C LU B P HI LAT EL IST , VO L. XXX J, N
Fig. 1 0 The on ly known 3 sch . blue on rose 
with Tow n cancel/;ition on a p:ece. 

" B.A. P ."- This post a l m arking consists of 
the lette rs Il .A.P. in a si ngle lined oval, al­
ways in g ray bl ack, and so fa r known only on 
st ampless cove rs add ressed to Geesth acht and 
Eergedorf in the approxi m ate 18H to 18+6 
pe riod. l t probab ly means "Be rgedo rf-Amts­
P ost" and was applied in Be rgedorf, but its 
exac t imp lica t io n is unkn 0\n1 . It is also 
poss ible that " 13 .A.P ." means " Bergedorfer 
A!zL:gs P orto" \1·hich ,,·ou ld make it a "post­
age cdl ec t" ma rking. 

"'A us l ' ierlrwdn1" - T his postal ma rking 
co nsist s of the \\·ords "A us Vie rl ande n" ar-
, 

'· 
' ... 

~-
. ~ 

.~ -

Fig. 11 The only known 3 sch . blue on rose tied to a cover with Town cancellat ipn. 
O. 6 



BERGEDORF 
Fi g. 12 . The 3 sch. blue on rose tied to a cover by the blue " Hamburg- Berl in " ra il road 
cancellation, a unique piece, a!so a very fine copy of the stamp . 
ranged in two lin es in a large sini;l e- lin ecl 
ova l. a lw ays in gray bl ack. l t is so far 
knmn1 only on st ampl ess cove rs, originating 
in the Bergeclorf a rea, outside of the city 
proper, passing through the Bergeclorf Main 
P os t Office, bu t aclcl ressecl to such different 
places as Bergeclorf itself , Tubinge n 
(Wurt ) .. and B asel (Swi tze rl and). It 
is knO\\·n to have been used a t leas t from 
August to October, i 866. It did not sup­
plant th e " 13LPA" marking, nor is it known 
used in con ju nct ion with it , no r is it an a r­
rival ma rk. Its exact statu s is still unce r­
t a in, but it is possibly a ce ntral office ac­
cou ntin g marking for unfra nk ecl m ail pa id 
in cash to a s ub-pos t office. 

" K w.L.P.A."-Thi s postal m a rkin g is simi ­
la r to th e above desc ribed " 13LPA " rect angu­
la r double lined box m a rkin g, and ex ists only 
in th e bright blue color characte ri stic of 
Kirchwe rcl e r. It abbrevia tes: " Kirchwerder­
L ancl -P ost-Amt. " It is th e ra rest Bergeclorf 
postal marki ng and has been reco rd ed o nly 
on th e two known cove rs bearing the Ham­
burg J 0 sch. rose rouletted (No. 19) de­
sc ribed below. It uncloubtecllv se rved th e 
sa me purpose to Kirchwercler as. th e " 13LPA" 
m a rkin g did to Bergeclorf . 
THE C
Essays 

In Jun e 1859, th e Be rgeclorf Postm aster, 
Paalzo w, requ es ted permission to secure ad­
hes ive stamps ( th e original letter reproduced 
in " Krotszch H and book cle r P ost " . Vol. + 
pp. 33/35) . Essays of a 3 sch. de nom in ation 
were caused to be produced by C h. Fuchs in 
H amburg. Odd ly enough , th e main charac­
te ris tic of Be rgeclo rf st amps of a different 
size from sm all to la rge for each denomina­
tion , was apparently an idea of P aalzo,,­
from th e begi nnin g. Th e proofs of th ese 
essays w e re ava il ab le late in 1859 or early in 
1860. Th ey ,,·e re printed in vertical strips 
of fi,·e in th e fol lowing varieties: 

a) 3 Schi llinge black on white, reversed 
(i. e. numbe rs, in sc riptions and coa t of arms 
in black on white background ) . 

b) 3 Schi ll inge on white pape r , in th e fol­
lo \\·ing colors: 

dark green , reel , orange, ultram a rin e, 
black and brown. 

These des igns w e re rejected, and th e proofs 
of them , whil e not com mon, are fa irly readi­
ly ava il ab le, pa rticularly in Germany. 
OLLECTORS C LUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxxr, NO. 6 



ilERGEDORF 
Fig. 13 4 sch . blac k on brown t ied to cover be lieved to be the fin est copy of this stamp: 
known on cover. 
Proofs 

In the sp rin g of 186 1, th e des ign fo r th e 
stamps n·as chosen. It n·as fi r st thought th a t 
n ·hite paper w ou ld be used. P roofs of th e 
chosen des ign we re d ra n·n from tra nsfe r 
blocks in th e fo ll on ·in g a rr ange ments : 

y; sch . 12 subj ec ts a rr anged 2 horz . x 6 ve rt. 
1 sch. 10 sub jects a rr anged 2 ho rz . x 5 ve rt. 

1 y; sch. 12 sub jects a rr anged 2 ho rz. x 6 ve rt. 
3 sch. 10 subj ec ts a rr anged 5 ho rz . x 2 ve rt. 
+ sch. 8 sub jec ts a r ranged + ho rz. x 2 ve rt . 

A ll denomin ations ex ist , on white pa per . in 
the fo ll on·in g co lo rs : bl ac k, ultr am a rin e, ye l­
lon · g reen. redd ish b ro,,·n a nd ca rmin e. 

Th e idea o f i:s in g white pape r w as di s­
ca rde d. and pape r of co lor diffe ring for each 
of th e five denomin ati ons w as se lec ted. A 
p roof printing on colored pape r in full shee ts 
in th e size of and from th e actual pl a tes , 
n·hich n·e re to be used for th e about-to-be­
iss ued st amps, \·r as m ade so metime in Jun e, 
186 1. All th e denomin a tion s w e re printed in 
blr1r/.: ink , as follon·s : 

y; sch. on light lil ac pape r 
1 sch . on white 
1 y; sch. on yellow 
3 sch . on dark rose 
+ sch. on brmvn salmon 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI , N
Because of a mi sinte rpret a tion of th e 
meaning in a n exchange of co rrespond ence 
be tn·een th e Be rgedorf P os tm aste r , P aa lzow, 
and J . B. '.\ [oe ns, a contempo r aneous s tamp 
deale r , so me ca ta log ues, not ably Scott, er­
ron eously li st th e y; sch . bl ack on light lil ac 
and the 3 sch. black on dark rose as iss ued 
st amps. Th e evid ence poin ts unmi st akably 
to th e fact th at th ey a re merely plat e pr oo f s 
and a t the sam e tim e papPr sa mples . They 
come in bl ack ink on colo red pape r ( th e 
0 sch. pape r colo r n·as changed to blue, th e 
3 sch. ink colo r to blue fo r th e iss ued 
s tamps) . All th e pl a te proofs a re on a 
thicke r , mo re nicely fi nished and bette r g rade 
pape r. In fac t , since th e pl a tes were m ade 
and approved on th e ba sis of th e proofs of 
th e ess ays on white paper , thi s second se t of 
pla te proofs we re of an essay nature intended 
to show how th e fini shed s ta mps would look 
on colored pape r. 

Th e quantity of th ese pl a te ( pape r essay) 
proofs in black on co lored pape r s till in ex­
istence is probl em atica l. At least one full 
sheet of each of th e 0 sch. and 3 sch . still 
ex isted in a European dealer 's s tock as of 
Jul y, 1950. At leas t on e full sheet ( not 
pan e. see below ) of each was submitted to 
P aalzow at th e time . It is known that a 
supply wa s sent to th e Lubeck Postal Ad ­
m1111stration (from Paalzow's sheets ?). 
Probably some were sent to the Hamburg 
Posta l Administration, but this is not record-
O. 6 



BERGEDORF 
Fig . 14 Horizon tal pair of the 4 sch. black 
on brown. Thi s is tied to a sma ll piece of 
cover by the Town cancellation , be lieved to be 
unique. 

ed. I t is probable, however, that at leas t 
two fu ll shee ts of each denomination \\·e re 
printed. 

The approximate quantities of each de­
nomination defi nitely co unted and , th erefore, 
in phil atelic hand s is as follows: 
286 THE CO
0 sch. 300+ 
I sch. 68++ 

10 sch. 85+ + 
3 sch. 240+ 
4 sch. 38+ 

(N oi l' : The "+ 's" indicate the potenti al 
beli eved uncounted based on th e material 
th at has been offered on th e market over a 
conside rabl e period of yea rs.) 

All of th ese proofs were furni shed gum­
med. D espite th e possibility that many more 
of these proofs ex ist th an th e above count 
\\'ould indica te, th e 1 sch. and 10 sch. in 
tete-beche pairs and blocks, and the 4 sch. 
denomin ation a re quite ra re, th e first be­
ca use of the limi ted number in a sheet, the 
la tter because of th e small number of sub­
_iects in th e shee t. 
The Issued Stamps 
a. J11int 

Th e five de nomin ations of 0 , I , 1 0 , 3 
and + Schilling \\'hich comp rised th e defini­
tive issue, \\·e re issued on ' ovember 1, 1861. 
Th ey remai ned cu rrent unti l December 30, 
L

1867 H"h en th ey were replaced by the stamps 
of th e North German Postal District. The 
st amps " ·ere lith og raphed in H amburg. The 
follo"·ing is a li st of th e qu antities iss ued , 
toge th er \\·ith th e remaind e rs as es tim ated by 
Krotzsch: 
D enomination I ssue R emainder 

0 sch. blue 200,000 ( I 60,000 blue 
( 40,000 dark blue 

( +3,000 blue 
( 10,000 dark blue 
+o,ooo 1 sch. white 

I 0 sch. yellow 
3 sch. blue on rose 
+ sch. brown 

90,000 
100,000 
80,000 
80,000 

75,000 
6+,ooo 
6+,ooo 
It is poss ible that th e quantity give n for th e 
0 sch. on dark blue is too high, and th at th e 
iss ue ,, ·as abou t 15,000 at most. The dark 
blue color act ually represe nts a sepa rate 
iss ue. because it was printed from a newly 
prepared stone in 1867 ( ?) . ( S ee No te). 

Na te: 0 sch. on dark blu e. 

The st a tement th at the 0 sch. on dark 
blue ac t ually represents a separate iss ue 
printed from a newly prepared stone in 1867 
has al\\' ays been the accepted th eo ry. It has 
been based primarily on th e two facts-th a t 
th e st amps were a) pri nted from a different 
stone th an th at used for the 0 sch. on 
( light ) blue, and b ) th a t all of the very few 
known cove rs bearing the stamp show usage 
during the latte r half of 1867. 

This does not fit in with th e situ ation as 
ex isted in Bergedorf in 1861. The large re­
maind ers of the 0 sch. st amp from both 
printings indicate th at no furth er supplies 
had to be ordered , and this t akes into ac­
cou nt the rate r eduction from I sch. to 
0 sch. on ordinary letter s to H amburg 
which wou ld ca use an inc rease in th e use of 
0 sch. denomin ation . After six years, there 
\\·e re still 40,000 I sch. stamps remaining out 
of an order of 90,000 and the more th an 
50,000 0 sch. stamps on hand (even t aking 
th e ( light) blue qu antities alone) were ample 
LECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXI , NO. 6 
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Fig. 15 The finest of the three 7 sch. frankings known on cover. In addition th 's is the 
only Bergedorf cover known addressed to England. 
for at least three years more. 
Therefore, it is believed that during the 

printing of the o rd er for 200,000 Y, sch . 
tam ps in 1861, the printing stone was in 

some \\·ay rendered unusable, and ground 
-0ff after somewhat more th an 185,000 satis­
factory stamps had been printed from it. 
Damage to finished sheets, a miscount, rejec­
tion of badly printed sheets, damage to the 
printi ng stone-all are possibilities. The 
first explanation is quite likely, si nce the 
printer probably had ordered enough paper to 
comp lete his order for 200,000 stamps. How­
ever. \1·ith less than 2co,ooo stamps in 1861 , 

th e printer for some rea ons which can only 
be indicated by assumption, found himself 
n·ith no printing stone for the Y, sch. and 
no blue paper. Therefore, he prepared a 
nen· stone and orde red more blue paper, 
which n·as delivered in a darker blue color. 
This paper delivery cou ld have been m ade, 
and considering the existing production facili­
ties, \rnuld have looked just as different from 
the first shipment whether several weeks or 
months as well as six years had elapsed. 

All of these stamps are extremely interest­
in g, but ca n be studied since many full sheets 
of the remainders are available. A brief de­
scr iption of the printing layou t is as follows: 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, N
Y, sch. on blue: Sheet size approximately 
28+ x 223 mm. (pri nted surface 268 x 
21 o mm.) consisting of two panes of 
1 oo stamps each , each pane made up of 
8 transfer blocks of 12 (2 x 6) subjects , 
plus a bottom row of four blank spaces 
and four sta mps, the blank spaces being 
on the margin of each pane of 100. 

(Sheet of 200). 

Y, sch. on dark blue: (New printing from 
new stone): Sheet size approxi m ately 
286 x 220 mm. (printed su rface 261 x 
209 mm.) identical in layout with the 
first printing on blue, but with the 
tr ansfer blocks of 12 much more evenly 
placed so that the spaces between them 
are neither slightly crooked nor mis­
placed as in the Ii rst printing. (S heet 
of 200). 

sch. on white: Sheet size approximately 
:i+o x 185 to 190 mm. (p rinted sur­
face 312 x 171 mm.) consisting of three 
panes printed from 18 transfer blocks 
of each IO (2 x 5) stamps. Pane one 
co nsists of two vertical transfer blocks, 
pane two, of eight transfer blocks (ar­
r anged 4 x 2), pane three, of the same 
size as pane two, but arranged so that 
O. 6 



B E R G E D 0 R F 
Fi g. 16 The franking of 17 sch. on the front of a cover made by a hori zonta l pa ir and 
single of the 3 sch. plus two singles of the 4 sch. Th is represen ts the hi ghest Bergedorf, 
fran king known . 

C ourt esy 1ll err11ry Stamp ] 011r11nl. 
th e top fo ur and lo\\·e r fo ur transfer 
blocks of 1 o are tete-beche to one an­
other. Therefore, all tete-beche pairs, 
" ·hether horizontal or ve rtical , show th e 
sma ll space between the panes, (sheet 
of 180). The st amps vary in color 
from a grayish black to an intense deep 
black, the latte r being somewh at sca rce. 

10 sch. on yellow: Sheet size approxi m ately 

36+ to 372 mm. x 2+7 to 25+ mm. 
( printed surf ace 337 )~ to 345 x 227 to 
2280 mm.), consisting of two panes of 
each 1 oo stamps (w ith a wide space 
between the panes as opposed to th e 
narro wly spaced 0 a nd 1 sch. panes). 
Each pane printed from 8 tr ansfer 
blocks (+ x +) of t\\·elve (2 x 6) 
stamps. and each pane havi ng at th e 
lef t ce nter a vertical strip of four 
stamps tete-beche to the pane, there be­
ing fou r bl ank spaces above and be­
]o,,· each of these vertical s trips. This 
resu lted in four horizontal tete-beche 
pairs 
shee t. 

to each pane. o r eight to each 
(S heet of 200 st amps) . 
288 THE C
N o i l' : On the transfer block, the spellin g 
" Schillinge", as it appeared on th e original 
ston e, " ·as co rrected to read "Schilling''. 

3 sch. blue on rose : Sheet size approxi­
mate ly 220 to 235 x 35+ to 370 mm. 
(p rin ted surface 200 to 206 x 332 to 339 
mm.) , consist in {! of t\\·o panes. one 
above the other , each pane identical in 
format , and each cons1st111 g of 80 
stamps printed from 8 tr ansfer blocks 
of 1 o ( 5 x 2), th e horizontal space be­
t\\'een the panes being approximately 
+0 mm. (Shee t of 160). 

+ sch. b row n : Sheet size approx im a tely 198 
to 210 x 2++ to 265 mm. (printed sur­
face 185 to 187 x 232 to 235 mm.) , con­
sis tin g of two panes, one above the oth­
er as with the 3 sch., each pane id enti ­
ca l in for m at, and consis ting of 40 
st amps printed from 6 tran sfe r blocks. 
Th e top four tr ansfe r blocks consist 
of 8 ( + x 2) stamps, and the two low­
er tr ansfe r blocks consisti ng of 5 (I x 
5) :; t amps. (Shee t of 80) . 

The differ ences in th e sizes on th e printed 
surf aces of the sheets of the same denomina-
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 6 
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Fig. 17 The . V2 sch. on dark blue on cover. Thi s is a supe rb ri ght sheet margi n sta mp, 
probably the f inest copy known . At most twelve copies of this stamp a re known on cover, 
none but th is a re ranked as fi ne copies. Probabl y less than one hundred genuin e ly used 
copies exis t , of which onl y a few are free from defects . Thi s cover ca n be ranked as a 
phila telic "gem " of Be rgedorf . 
tions ,,·as due to an un even pa pe r shrinkage 
caused by the gu mming and subsequ ent un­
even dryi ng. 

Beca use fu ll sheets of th ese mint st amps 
a re ava il ab le, th e in dividua l st amps have 
been minutely st ud ied so th at many mino r 
plate AaH" s and transfe r varie ties, as of ten 
the case ,,·ith lith og raphed stamps, have been 
·observed . T hese diffe rences a re too det a il ed 
and re lative ly too well -known to be d iscussed 
in this a rt ic le. (Those inte res ted wi ll fi nd 
an exhaus tive analys is in K rotzsch's " H and­
book de r P ostf reim a rkenk unde, Book TV" , 
pp . +8 to 7+ incl usive). 

Collectors sho ul d be caref ul to different i­
a te bet\\·ee n "shee ts" and "panes". A " full 
shee t" consists of t H"o panes each fo r th e Y,, 
1 Y, . 3 and + schi ll ing, and th ree panes fo r 
the 1 schi ll ing. Obviously, not a ll of th ese 
remai nde r shee ts ex ist in equal qu antiti es for 
each de nomin a tion. Tn orde r of sca rcity, the 
scarcest bei ng ment ioned fi rst , th e shee ts are: 
Y, sch. on da rk blue, 1 sch. on white, Y, sch . 
<l n blue, 1 Y, sch. on yell ow, 3 sch. blue on 
rose and + sch. on brown . 

b. Cance lled 

G enuin ely used Bergedorf st amps a re very 
ca rce . A very high percentage of those in 

coll ec tions a re forge ries, eith e r forged can-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATE LIST , VO L. xx:xr , 
ce ll a ti ons on genuin e st amps o r of ten fra udu­
lently oblitera ted rep rints. The various Ge r­
man ca t alogues and handbooks, w hich st rong­
ly reco mmend th at all used Be rgedo rf st amps 
should be su bm itted fo r ex pe rtiz ing, a re right. 

Because of th e small size on th e lowe r de­
nomin a tions, and th e narrow and irregula r 
spac ing between th e st amps, full -ma rgined 
used cop ies a re ra re. A "full -margin ed" copy 
is one w ith th e basic des ign intac t. If it 
shO\·\·s th e divid ing lines be tween th e st amps 
on any one side, it is "supe r-ma rgin ed" on 
th at sid e. The pape r on w hich th e st amps 
as issued were printed is a lso of ve ry poo r 
qu ality causing thin spots all too frequ ently. 

Used multiples a re r a riti es, although hori­
zont al pa irs a re known of all denomin ations, 
and ve rtical pairs of the Y, , r and r Y, sch . 
Used strips o f three of th e 1 sch . also exist , 
as well as strips of fo ur of th e Y, and r sch. 
Th ree blocks of four of th e Y, sch . off cover, 
two blocks of fo ur of th e I sch. off cove r , 
and one block of fo ur of th e J Y, sch. on 
cover a re known. 

c. Covers 

Bergedorf long has been considered to be 
th e sca rcest of th e O ld German States used 
on origin a l cove r, and is, in fact , one of the 
r a res t of "on cove r" countries. This is the 
NO. 6 
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Fig. 18 The onl y known pair of the V2 sch . black on dark blue t ied to a cover, cons idered 
one of the three most valuable Bergedorf cove rs . 
result of many fac tors. In 1861, the total 
Re rgedorf area had only a bare 13 ,000 inh abi­
tants, the town of Be rgedorf itse lf , 3,000. The 
franking of letters with stamps was not obli­
gato ry. Bergedorf st ampl ess cove rs of the 
1861 to 1867 period a re not too scarce. Al­
most al l kno" ·n Bergedorf cove rs come from 
on ly abou t ten co rrespond ence "find s", of 
which perhaps th e bes t kn own is the group 
of 1 Y, sch. on yellow frankings on letters ad­
dressed to Fritz Wiegels, mostly Lunebu rg, 
rarely in Buxtehud e. 

D espite the r a rity of th e cove rs, several 
combin at ion s of fr an kin gs a re known. Cer­
tai n fr anking combinations on pi ece of cover 
are difficult to classify because of th e possi­
bility that they might not represent th e entire 
franki ng. Listed below are the known cover 
frankings. together \\·ith an es tim a te of the 
num be rs of each existing: 

011 r r!P110111i11ation on ly on cover: 

0 sch. on blue single (50) 
0 x 2 (pair or two si ngles) (10) 

;/i x 3 ( block of three) ( 1) 
,Yi x + ( ve rtica l strip of four) ( 1) 
1 sch. on white ( So ) 
1 x 2 ( pa ir or two singles) (8) 
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1 x 3 (pa ir aml s ingle, strip of three, th ree 
s in gles) (3) 

I x 4 (horizonta l s trip of four) ( 1) 
1,0 sch. on ye llow (15) 
r ,Yi x 2 ( horizontal or vertical pair) (5) 
1,0 x + (block of four) ( r ) 
3 sch. blue on rose ( 12) 

+ sch. brown ( 15) 
Yi sch. on dark blue ( 10) 

Y, sch. ditto x 2 (vert ical pai r ) (I) 

(Th e number of full marginal s tamps in 
th e above tabulation varies from 20% in the 
case of th e sm all s ized to 50 % in th e case of 
the larger 3 sch. and + ch. t amp . Ali but 
four or five of the + sch. covers recorded 
a re eith er cu t into on one or more sides, or 
have tears, creases, repa irs or o th er defects). 
:\I os t of the 3 sch . cove rs a re \\'ith sta mps in 
good conditi on. ) 

Co111bi11at io11s of rle11omi11atio11s 011 cover: 

0 sch . + r sch. (4) 
1 0 sch. x 2 (ver tical pair) + r sch. ( I) 
r sch. + 3 sch . (4) 
3 sch. + 4 sch . ( 3 ) 
3 ch. x 3 + 4 sch. x 2 (1) (Cover front , 

registered letter to P a ris). 
3 sch . + 0 sch. dark blue ( r) 
LECTORS C L U B PHI L.ATEL!ST, VOL. XXXT, NO. 6 
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Fig. 19 One of the most interesting covers known franked with a 112 sch . on dark blue 
plu s a 3 sch. b lue on rose . The franking is V2 sch . overpaid. The lette r was ori ginall y 
frank ed with the V2 sch. stamp and re turned for an additional 2 V2 sch. in pos ta ge as the 
partly erased crayon markin gs i,.;dicate. The 3 sc h. stamp then was affixed to make up the 
ful l ra te, thus ove rpa yi ng by 112 sch. 
Stamps of Other Postal Administration 
used in Bergedorf 

These "Used in Bergedorf " present a 
rather complex problem, particularly in th e 
case of H ambu rg and Prussia, since, in 
the absence of official r ecords, a discussion of 
th em must res t upon observation and deduc­
tion- the l atter being unfortunately too of­
ten fau lty. 

These st amps will , for th e sa ke of an 
orderly trea tm ent, be grouped roughly ac­
cordi ng to the ir chronol ogy of ea rlie st use in 
Bergedorf, as follo"·s: Denmark, H amburg, 
Schles"·ig-Holstein , Pruss ia, H anover , and 
th e North German Postal District. 

D enmark 

By postal treaty of r857 between Denmark 
and Bergeclorf, th e use of D ani sh st amps in 
Bergedorf for mai l going to the Schleswig­
H olstein provinces and to Denm ark proper 
was authorized, and these stamps were placed 
on sale in th e main Bergeclorf post office. 
(No te th at th e " bar" cancell ation of Berge­
dorf " ·as not introduced unti l November I , 

1861) . Th e fo llowing are known : 
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Scott No. 2- + sch. brown imperfor a te 
(Two copies with town cance ll a tion, 
both off cover, a re known ) . 

Scot t No . 3-2 sch. blue imperfo rate (one 
copy kno \\·n on small pi ece of cove r with 
both town and bar cance ll ation-proba­
bly an accid ental item since only the 4 
sch. denominations are believed to have 
l· ee n ava il able in Bergedorf. 

Scott No. 4-+ sch. brown imperfora te clot­
ted background. (Several pairs as well 
as sin gles on cover, all with Town Can­
cell a ti ons are known . All shades of the 
st amp have been noted). 

Sco tt No. 7-+ sch. brown imperfor ate 
wavy line background. (A few with 
T own Cancellation and a relatively 
la rge number with Bar C ancell ations, on 
and off cove r, are known. A ll shades 
of the stamp have been noted). 

Scott No. 9-4 sch. brown rouletted. (A 
few covers w ith Bar Cancell at ion are 
known ) . 

I n o rder of sca rcity, th e scarcest fi r st , 
these rank: No. 3, No. 2 , No . 4 and No. 
7. 
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H amburg 

As th e joint property of H amburg and 
L ubeck, and because of th e prox imity of 
H amburg, it is logical th at m any H amburg 
stamps should exis t " U sed in Bergedorff," 
particul a rly since the currency corresponded . 
It is st ill doubtful if any H amburg adhesive 
st amps we re sold in th e Bergedorf post 
office. Many of th ose cancell ed in Berge­
dorf were so marked on arr ival. H owever, 
the Y, sch. black H am bu rg enti re envelope, 
the 1 sch. brown imperfor ate and th e Y, sch. 
black perfora ted a re defi nitely known used 
f r om Be rgedorf t o H am burg. There also 
exists a cove r fro m Bergedorf to Cuxhaven 
bearin g th e proper 3 sch. r ate, made up of a 
Bergedorf 1 sch. plus a H amburg 2 sch. red 
perfo rated. The 1 sch. is cancell ed with th e 
Bergedorf ba rs, the 2 sch. by a H amburg ba r. 
T his need not be a combina tion r a te, as has 
been mentioned often elsewhere, of a pay­
ment of the lette r to H amburg by I sch. and 
th ence to C uxhaven by 2 sch., but a proper 
3 sch. r ate. 

Al so a H amburg Y, sch. bl ack entire plus 
a H amburg 2Y, sch. ( ro. 26) cancelled w ith 
th e Bergedo rf town cancell a tion and sent 
f rom Bergedo rf to Old enburg is known. Th is 
is th e proper 3 sch. r a te and is of especial 
inte res t since it is th e only inst ance of th e 
use of non-Bergedorf st amps from Berge­
dorf to outside of th e H amburg-Bergedorf 
a rea. 

The followin g H amburg stamps cancelled 
in Bergedorf a re known: 

N o. r-Y, sch. black imperfo ra te ( known on 
cover and on piece w ith T own Cancell a­
tion , usually as a pair or two singles, and 
sin gly off cover with the B ar Cancell a­
t ion ) . 

No. 2-r sch. brown imperforate (T own 
Cancell ation , r a rely over o rigin al H am­
bu rg ba r or oval cancell a tion, bu t usu­
ally by itself ; sca rce r w ith B ar C an­
ce ll ation. Seve ral covers known ). 

r o. 3-2 sch. red imper fo rate (Three or fo ur 
cop ies w ith Town Cancell at ion off cover 
or on pi ece, and a couple off cover w ith 
B ar C ancell at ion a re known ) . 

No . 4-3 sch. blu e imperforate ( R eported 
w ith B ar Cancell ation off cover, bu t not 
as ye t loca ted). 
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No. I I - I y,\ sch. blue imperforate (one off 
cover wi th Ba r C ancell ation located). 

No. 1 3-Y, sch. black per fo r ated (Several 
with either T own or B ar C ancell ation 
known both on and off cover, also one 
copy on cover w ith Town C ancell a­
tion ) . 

No. 14- 1 sch. brown pe r fora ted (Several 
with B a r Cance ll ation, also pair , known 
both on and off cover ) . 

No. 1 5 - 2 sc h. red pe rfo rated ( Kn own " ·ith 
Ba r C ancell a t ion, also one off cover copy 
cancell ed " G eesth acht"). 

N o. 2 2-1 y,\ sch. lil ac pe rfora ted ( One off 
cove r with Ba r Cancell a tion located ) . 

N o. 23-2;/i sch. g reen perfor ated ( R eported 
with B a r Cancell ation off cover. bu t not 
as ye t loca ted) . 

No. 2 +-1 y,\ sch. violet ro uletted ( One off 
cover with Ba r Cance ll at ion located ) . 

No. 25-1 Y, sch. rose ro ul etted (T\\"o copies, 
each on cover cancell ed " K irch\\"erde r" , 
one copy off cove r cance ll ed " Kirch­
w erd er" . 

No. 26-2;/i sch. g reen perfo rated ( O ne 
copy on H amburg Y, sch. bl ack entire 
with T o\nl C ancell ation known ). 

Y, sch. black entire, both un wa te r­
marked and wate rm arked (T o\\·n Can­
cell ation, also w ith " B.L.P .A." ; three 
a re kn own ca ncell ed " Kirch\\"e rde r ' '. 

S clileswig-H olstein 

Schl esw ig- H olstein may be rega rded as a 
continu ation of D enm ark, since wi th th e 
te rmin a ti on of th e Prusso-Danish w ar 111 

186+, th e sa me regu la tions fo r th e use of 
th ese st amps on mai l fro m Bergedorf to 
Schleswig- H olstein was in fo rce. Onl y the 
1 y,\ sch. de nomin a tion was used. Most 
cop ies of No . 8, 15, 17 and 18 (relatively th e 
leas t sca rce) \\·hich have been prese rved w ere 
used on weekly bill s se nt out by th e " Eisen­
bah n Z eitun g", a newspaper published by a 
-:'11 r. Ed in Bergedorf. These have been th e 
most fruitful source of study of th e Berge­
do rf Ba r Ca ncell ation s, since all of th e let­
te rs were da ted. 

These a re relatively the leas t sca rce of th e 
" Used in Bergedorf" stamps, but beca use of 
the wide group of cou ntry specialists to whom 
they appeal, a r e rarely offe red. T he fo llow­
ing a re know n, all used from Bergedorf : 
OLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXXI , NO. 6 
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Fig. 20 The l sch. brown imperforate Hamburg stamp on a cover paying the proper rate 
from Bergedorf to Hamburg and so recognized by the Bergedorf post office. Th is cover is 
unusual because most of the 1859 Hamburg issue cancelled in Bergedorf were stamps used 
from Hamburg, having escaped cancellation and being obliaterated on arrival. 
No. 8-1 y,\ sch. green " H erzo th , Schleswig". 
( Ba r Cancell at ion : "Geesthacht"). 

Io.15-1 y,j sch. blue sma ll lette ring. (Bar 
Cancellation). 

No. 17-1 y,j sch. blue la rge let te ring. (Bar 
Cancellation: unique with Town Cancel­
la tion. ) 

To. 18-1 ~ sch . blue and rose rouletted. 
( Bar Cancellation: "Gees th acht"). 

No. 4-1 y,\ sch. green "Schleswig-Holstein". 
( Bar Cancellation). 

Jo. 11-1 y,\ sch. red lil ac " Herzoth-Schles-
w1g . (Town Cancellation, B ar Can-
cellation " Kirchwerd er"). 

No. 11 a-1 y,\ sch. gray lilac "Herzoth-Schles-
w1g . (Town Cancellation "Gees-
th ach t"). 

No. 11 a-1 y,\ sch. gray "Herzoth-Schleswig". 
(Town Cancellation). 

Jo. 20-1 y,\ sch. red lilac "Herzoth-Hol­
stein". (Bar Cancellation, "Geesthacht"). 

o. 22-1 y,\ sch . red l ilac "Herzoth-Hol­
stei n". (Town Cancellation , Bar Can­
cell ation). 
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Prussia 

Pruss ia took ove r th e Schleswig-Holstein 
postal system on Janua ry 1 , 1867 but the 
Bergedorf-Schl esw ig-Hol stein postal regula­
tions remained in effect. Tt is likely that 
from about this time, Pruss ian stamps were 
sold in Bergedorf and used on mail directed 
to Prussia. For example, covers a re known 
from Bergedorf to Berlin, Leipzig and other 
places in Prussia. The following Prussi a 
"Used in Bergedorf" are known: 

N 0. Is- + pf. green (Town Cancellation, 
Bar Cancellation). 

No. 16-6 pf. orange (Bar Cancellation). 
No. 17-1 sg. rose (Town Cancellation, Bar 

Cancellation, known also as several 
strips of three on cover). 

No. 18-2 sg. ultramarine (Town Cancella­
tion). 

No. 20-3 sg. bistre (Town Cancellation , Bar 
Cancellation). 

No. 21-10 sg. rose (Town Cancellation, one 
off cover copy known). 
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3 sg. yellow entire envelope of 1853/60 
(Town Cancellation). 
l sg. rose entire envelope of 1863 (Town 
Cancell ation, both as entire and cut­
square used for postage). 
3 sg. bistre entire envelope of 1863 
("Kirchwerder" cancell ation , both as en­
tire and cut-square used for postage) . 

H anover 

Two odd items, both unique, are known of 
H anove r stamps used in Bergedorf. They 
were apparen tl y both accepted as val id for 
post age, but probably merely through courte­
sy o r ove rsight. They are: 

l sg. rose perce (No. 27) on cover. The 
stamp is not cancelled but definite ly be­
longs on the cover on which is the Berge­
dorf town cancell ation . 

l sg. rose entire envelope, showing both the 
town cancellation and the "B.L.P.A.". 

North Ge1·man Postal District 

These stamps do not fall into the above 
categories since they are merely the regular 
stamps which became valid for postage in 
Bergedorf when it was absorbed into the 
North German Postal District. They are 
interesting, however, since they exist can­
celled with the old Bergedorf half-circle 
which was continued in use for a short time. 
(The Bar cancellation was discarded on De­
cembe r 31, 1867 when the Bergedorf stamps 
went out of use). The following exist: 

No. 1-y,( gr. red lilac 
No. 3-Yz gr. orange (O nly one copy used to­

gether on cover with the y,( gr. has been 
reported). 

No. 4-1 gr. rose 
No. 5·-2 gr. blue 

r gr. rose entire (only one reported). 

Reprints 

a. Proof and Essay R eprin ts 

After dealer J. B. Moens received the 
original stone in 1868 along with all the re­
mainders wh ich he had purchased, he caused 
imp ressions to be drawn , partly on plain 
w hite, partly on white "Chin ese" paper. 
Thus, all denominations exist, plu s the 4 
schilling essay. This 4 schilling essay is of 
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especial interest beca use it exists only as a 
r eprint essay and not as an original. This 
proposed 4 schilling st amp was dr awn in on 
th e original stone containing all the other 
values in r866 by C h. Fuchs because of th e 
report th a t Bergedo rf st amps were being 
co unterfeited in H amburg. H owever, the 
proposed new iss ue was never materialized 
beca use the Prusso-Austri an W ar interfered. 

In addition to these impressions from the 
o rigi nal stone in 1868, l\IIoens in the same 
year produced this proposed 4 sch ill ing stamp 
on w hite paper with the following colors: 
ye ll ow green , blue green, cobalt blue, dull 
rose, brick red, vio let, brown, g ray, blue and 
blue g ray. 

It is unfortunate that Bergedorf stamps 
as 11·ell as th eir proofs have been so exte n­
sively repri nted. These reprints have been 
classified as both "official" and "p riv ate" re­
prints . Actually, it would appear that si nce 
they 11·e re produced not on ly un r'er the in­
fluen ce of the old-time dealer, ::VIoens. but 
also since they 11·ere printed from transfer 
blocks taken from the original transfer stone 
but not from the original printing plates, they 
should all be classified as "private" or "un­
official" reprints. 

!\IIoens had in his possession, as 11·as seen 
above, the o rig in al transfer stone for 11·hich 
he had paid 50 l\1arks. 

b. R eprints of lun e, 1867 

T11·0 new printing plates from the original 
transfer stone were made for the Yz sch . and 
3 sch. in June 1867, the arrangement of these 
plates dupl icating the arrangement of the 
originals described above. The purpose was 
to secure an additional su pply of the Yz sch. 
black on li lac and 3 sch. black on rose plate 
proofs which were erroneously represented 
as issued stamps, and were, as a result, in 
demand by coll ectors. 

Twelve sheets of each value, that is 2,..J.00 
of the Yz sch . (12 x 200) and 1,920 of the 
3 sch. (r2 x 160) were printed in blark on 
light lilac and dark rose paper respectively. 
Moens paid face valu e for these reprint 
proofs so that the Bergedorf Post Office 
wou ld suffe r no possible loss of revenue, 
wh ich und oubtedly accounts for the relatively 
sma ll printing. 
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Fig. 21 This Y2 sch. black Hamburg envelope additionally franked with 2 112 sch. green l 86 7 
Hamburg issue is regarded as the finest " used in Bergedorf" cover. It is unique in severa l1 
respects. It is the on ly 2 112 sch. Hamburg issue of l 867 known used in Bergedorf. It is­
cancelled with the Town Cancellation , and it is the only letter existent franked with non­
Bergedorf s tamps fully prepaid to a destination outside of the Bergedorf " Treaty Croup" of' 
Denmark, Hamburg and Schleswig-Holstein (3 sch. rate to Oldenburg). 
At least two comple te sheets of each value 
st ill exist. Aside from minor printing differ­
ences (for example, the Yz sch. reprint has a 
small clot at the top right of the " T " of 
' 'EI:\" lacking in the origina l, and the 
3 sch . has t\\'O tiny dots in the center curve 
of the " S" of "POSTl\IARKE") , the paper 
of these 1 S67 reprints is better and smoother 
than that of the orig inal proofs. The color 
of the pa per also differs, that of the Yz sch. 
being more reddish vio let than lil ac, while 
that of the 3 sch. being brighter than the 
dark dull rose of the earlier printing. 

c. Reprints of 1872 

In order to reduce his sales price for th e 
set of five Bergedorf stamps to below 20 pf. 
(the cos t of packet material) , Moens had 
the entire se t of five reprinted , using his 
origin al transfer stone . Oddly enough , 
"proofs" of these reprints exist , in black ink 
on thin white cardboard. These were proofs 
supplied to Moens by the printer to show 
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ho"· hi s sr.eets would look. The sheet size 
of these 1S72 reprints differed from the 1S61 
originally issued st amps as follows: 

Yz sch. sheet of 100 in stead of 200. 
1 sch . sheet of So instead of 1 So. 

r Yz sch. sheet of 100 instead of 200. 

(Spelled "Schillinge", with the final "e", 
since uncorrected from the orig in al sto ne as 
for the 1S61 stamps). 

3 sch. sheet of So in stead of 160. 
+ sch. sheet of +o instead of So 

Th ese reprints exist both gummed and un­
gummed. The gum, whenever found, had 
been applied apparently by Moen's dealer 
customers, among the principal of whom was 
Goldner of H amburg. These reprints have 
slight differences in design which distinguish 
th em from the originals, the color of the 
paper shows differences, and the printing is 
a little less ne a t . 
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Fig. 22 A cover with the l V2 sch. carmine of the 1866 rouletted Hamburg issue tied with 
the blue circular "Kirchwerde r" cancellation, the only manner in which this stamp exists 
"used in Bergedo rf". In the upper left is the blue boxed "Kw:L.P. (Ki rchwerder Land Por t ) 
which is the sca rcest Bergedo rf postal marking. 
Among th e reprints of 1872, also there ex­
ist horizontal pairs of the 10 sch. on yellow, 
" ·ith one stamp spe ll ed "Schilling", th e other 
"Schi llinge". These come on what is ap­
parently the paper of the or iginals. Although 
so me mystery surround s these productions, 
they probably " ·ere printed as pairs on paper 
cu t from the margins of the pl entiful re­
mainder sheet s. But they may well be proofs 
made for Moens to determine whether on 
these i872 reprints the "Schillinge" spelling 
should be corrected through cut. Tt is rea­
sonable to assume that l\!Ioens did not wish 
to incur an additional cost tu correct this. 

d. R eprints of 1874 

The reprinted supply of the + sch. stamp 
having proven to be inadequate, this denomi­
na tion was again reprinted in 187+ in sheets 
of 40, each stamp from an individual cliche 
rather th an a block of 8 (or 4). These 
st amps again show definite differences from 
both the originals and th e 1872 reprints. 

e. R eprints of 1887 

The entire set was again reprinted (by a 
THE CO
printer other than th e one who produced the 
1 872 and 1 87 + reprints) and the work was 
done rather ca relessly. The stamps were 
p rin te e! as follows : 

0 sch. sheet of 200 ( 1 o horiz . rows of 20) 

1 sch. shee t of 200 (JO horiz. rows of 20) 

10 sch. sheet 190 or 200 (10 horiz. rows 19 

or 20) 

( :\ote: Again spelled " Schillinge".) 

3 sch. sheet of 200 ( 1 o horiz. rows of 20) 

+ sch. sheet of 200 (IO hori z. rows of 20) 

The color and type of paper is quite dif­
ferent from that of the originals, and the 
printing " ·as very poorly done. The indi­
vidual sta mps all have definite distinguishing 
characteris tics being determinable at a glance. 

f. R r prints of 1888 

The reprints of 1887 were such poor copies 
of the origi nals th at the Jsch . and 3 sch. had 
to be redone. The 1 sch. was printed in 
sheets of 180 like the originals but without 
tete-beche pairs, while the 3 sch. was printed 
in sheets of 120, consisting of two panes of 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXI, NO. 6 
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60 each. These were printed from plates 
made from transfer blocks prepared for the 
1887 reprints. 

Fortunately this flood of reprinting ceased 
with these 1888 production s. In 1895 Moens 
presented the original stone to the German 
Postal Museum. 

Conclusion 

F or the collector with limited me ans, the 
study of unused Bergedorf, combined with 
all th e many semi-official and purely private 
reprints, is very rewarding because it pro­
vid es a thorough education in the production 
of lithogra ph ed stamps, th e meth ods of se t­
ting up th e printing stones, and the multi­
tude of minor transfer fl aws. A big qu es­
tion to be answe red is : "Wh at happened to 
the o rigin al ston e of th e tr ansfer blocks and 
\\·ho made the reprints from th em?" 

The used st amps and covers a re of course 
much more inte res ting and desirable . Berge­
dorf covers are th e "gems" of any collection 
of Old German States. Th e "used in Berge­
do rf " covers have also always been justly 
prized. Because of th e relatively complex 
and ye t ex tremely interes ting postal history of 
Rergedorf, it is in some ways unfortunate 
th at Bergedorf cove rs a re so rare. It is pos­
sible within a relatively short period of 
yea rs to build up a representative collection 
of st ampl ess covers, bu t to secure even a 
fa irly good r ep resen tation of Bergedorf 
stamps on cove r can take a lifetim e. This 
is true because while the number of special­
ists in Bergedorf has always been limited, 
they have been intense coll ectors. From 
1900 to abo ut 1920, prac tically all ou tst and­
ing Bergedorf material was in one coll ection , 
when it was dispersed. From 1920 until 
19+9, all of thi s material alon g with some 
new discoveries gradually found its way into 
two oth er collections, one in th a t of a special­
is t in "Used in Bergedo rf" materi al , the other 
that of the world-famous collection of Dr. 
Werner of Erlangen. Dr. Werner was, wi th­
ou t doubt, the collector who did most to con­
solidate the expertizing knowledge of Berge­
dorf and it is doubtful if his collection, now 
dispersed, will ever be surpassed as a whole. 
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The "Used 111 Bergedorf" material is still 
intact but was sold in 1949 as a collection 
and did not come onto the open market. 

Once aga in , most of the famous Werner 
collection has found its way into two or three 
coll ections where it is likely to remain for 
m any years. However, newer philatelists 
should not be discouraged from attempting 
to coll ect the country because the lure of pos­
sible "fi nd s" is eve r present. And new dis­
coveries through resea rch for which there is 
ample need in Bergedorf is g reat. And, in­
deed, th e prese nce of at least a few Bergedorf 
pieces of cove rs in any Old German States or 
Eu rope an coll ect ions, is not only necessa ry 
but impress ive. 

Th e ass ist ance tend ered by Edwin Mu eller 
in th e planning, preparation, w riting and il­
lu strating of th is a rticl e is g ratefully ac­
knowl edged. 

JOHN R. BOKER , JR . was born in New 
York , N. Y. on J anu a ry 29th , 191 3, gradu­
ated from Yale U niversity in 1933, spent the 
yea rs from 19+1 to 1946 in th e U . S. Army, 
and is president of H . Boker & Co. , Inc., of 
New Y ork, a Ii rm es tabli shed in 1837 for 
the manu fac ture of cutl ery and small tools. 

Hi s stamp coll ec ting interes ts include 19th 
Century U nited States precancels, U nited 
States Locals on cove r, Ionian I sland s and 
German States. His coll ections have been 
exhibited a t th e lead ing inte rn ational exhibi­
tions where th ey were awarded high honors. 
He has published ove r thirty a rticles on 
U nited States precancels , and also ed ited th e 
~ ew York State section of th e " Official Pre­
cancel Catalogue." His New York State 
precancel collection is th e la rges t of a si ngle 
st ate eve r formed consistin g of ove r 70,000 
varieties housed in forty albums. 

He is a past president of both th e New 
York Precancel Club and the Precancel 
Stamp Society. H e has served on th e Board 
of Governors of the Precancel Stamp So­
ciety and the Collectors Club. Mr. Boker 
is at present a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Phil atelic Foundation and a 
member of the Philatelic Foundation 's Ex­
pert Committee. 
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Philately Behind the Iron Curtain 

By H. D. S. HA VERBECK 
The fate of stamp collecting, sport and 
recre ation of free men, h as paralleled that of 
human freedom in the Communist dominated 
nations behind the " Iron Curtain". The 
stamp coll ector has been suppressed, extermi­
n ated and driven out. Stamps them selves 
h ave become only instruments of propagand a 
and a source of h a rd currencies for the Com­
munist States. This can be seen in every 
nation th at has fa llen before th e juggernaut 
of th e Kremlin . One of th e earlies t acts of 
th e communist dictatorship in Czechoslo­
vakia was to outl aw the stamp dealers by 
declaring th e export of st amps to be a gov­
ern ment monopoly. This pattern had been 
al ready formed in Hungary, Bulgaria and Ro­
mania but was brought to its fu ll fruition 
with the conquest of the Czech nat ion. Col­
lectors th emselves have been nearly el imina t­
ed except for a few trusted , old- line party 
members " ·ho are allo\\·ed to at temp t the 
spread of propaganda by means of " pen 
pals" in the western countries. Even these 
trusted minions d isappear as suddenly as they 
appear, liquidated , no doubt, because of some 
minor "deviation". 

Having been a se rious student of Russian 
ph il ately fo r many years, I have been in a 
position to observe th e workings of the Com­
munists. I propose to explain in this article 
the reasons for the decay of phi lately in 
Ru ssia, th e subvers ion of the hobby to pro­
paganda and , far more se rious to us in the 
U nited States, the use of stamp collecting for 
the purpose of acquirin g badly needed doll ars. 

Soo n af ter th e October, 1917 Revolution, 
th e Communist masters of Ru ssia saw the 
propaganda value of our hobby. It was at 
first encou raged as a means of rec reation for 
the workers. To further this an All-Rus­
sian Phil atelic Society, und er gove rnment 
control , was es tabli shed. This Society pub­
lished a journal from 1922 to 192+, call ed 
th e "Sovi et Phil ateli st" . It was printed in 
four languages, Ru ss ian, Engli sh, French and 
German, with the articles published in these 
298 THE C
tongues so arranged th a t each number con­
t ai ned a ll four. It was printed a t the State 
Printing Office and received wide ci rculation 
through out Europe . The Society had among 
its members seve ral good philatelic students. 
In 1926 it sent an exhibit to th e Internation al 
Phil atelic Exhibition in New Y ork. The 
propaganda va lu e was good, because, as in 
every free nati on, collectors wanted to co rre­
spond with coll ecto rs in other countries . This, 
however, led soon to the discovery by col­
lectors in Russia that theirs was not the 
"workers paradise". The Soviet Govern­
ment, fearing to let the Ru ssian people be­
come aware of its shortco mings, suppressed 
stamp collecting. The fa te of the philatelic 
students was that which re-appeared in the 
pattern of the purges of 1937 onward. Chu­
chin "disappea red" . Schmidt managed to es­
cape to Ge rm any w here he died broken in 
health. The export of stamps from Russia 
then became a government monopoly. 

The stamp monopoly is vested in an orga­
nizatio n called "Mezhdunarodnaya Kniga", 
"·hich distributes books and publications 
abroad as well as se rving as the sole whole­
sa le supplier of Russian postage stamps for 
coll ectors. It is notoriously unco-operative 
with foreign collectors as proven by my own 
experience. It does not maintain a philatelic 
agency to sell stamps retail directly to the 
coll ectors at face or even at a slight prem­
ium. It will not service first-day covers. It 
wi ll not reply to inquiries from collectors. 
It n·ill only sell stamps wholesale at its own 
pr ice, no order less than IO sets of an issue, 
no order less th an $15.00. 

Today in Ru ssia th ere a re no stamp col­
lecto rs and no post age stamps in the tru e 
meaning of the wo rd . The multi-colored 
labels, which a re sold abroad for foreign 
currency, are not to be found in the post 
offices in Ru ss ia. Where stamps are used , 
th ey are th e drab so-called "standard st amp". 
L ette rs from the "Mezhdunarodnaya Kniga" 
itself do not h ave even these common st amps 
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PHILATELY B EH IND THE !RON CURTAIN 
affixed to the envelopes. Instead there is a 
red hand stamp r eading, "Moscow, Tax Paid" 
in French. 

Recently I was presented with th e 1952 
wholesale price list published by this mo­
nopoly. It is very nicely printed, written in 
Engli sh with prices quoted in Unit ed States 
dollars. A carefu l study of this publication 
shO\\'S the extent to which the stamp mo­
nopo ly is used for the purpose of ga ining 
dollars ,,·hich are in turn used to light us on 
the front s of the Cold War and in the " Police 
Action i11 Korea".* The flood of labels be­
gan in earnest in 1927, but we wi ll concern 
ourselves on ly with those printed since 1947. 
The statisti cs garnered from the price list 
prove very enlightening. 

In the period 1947 to and including 1951 , 
Soviet Ru ssia iss ued 588 different stamps 
" ·ith a dollar value amounting to $n8.7r. 
This mean s that eve ry stamp collector who 
has purcha sed one copy of each stamp print­
ed in Ru ssia from January 1, 1947 to De­
ce mber 31. 1951 has con tributed $1 18.71 to 
a government which has the avowed intention 
of exterminating our way of life. Such a 
co ll ector has also enriched the dealers who 
sell these labels to the amount of $23 .74 
" ·hich represe nts the normal st amp dealer's 
ne\\' issue pro/it of 20 3 . This is added to 

)' ra r 

1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
195 1 

No . of stamps 

139 
133 
133 
108 

75 

TOTALS 588 

It must be emphasized that the above fig­

ures apply only to the United States and 

Russia. They do not show what st amps have 

been sold to other countries for either U. S. 

dollars or Pounds Sterling, Swiss Francs, 

Portuguese Escudos, Dutch Guilders, etc. 

N' or do they show any of the mon ey con-

*The author served as an officer in the U. S. Navy 
<luring World War II fighting dictatorships in both the 
European and Asiatic the,ters. ( H.:\1.G. ) 
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the price which the dealers pay directly to 
Moscow for the privilege of buying and re­
selling the Soviet's colored labels. If the 
collector prefers to spend less , he can buy 
used copies. These are the same labels but 
with a cancellation printed on them at the 
Russian State Printing Office as they come 
off th e press and not a post office cancella­
tion . Then the collector contributed only 
$82 .2 r tow a rd the ove r th row of hi s free way 
of li fe. 

Some of our philatelic publicists claim that 
there are 10,000,000 coll ec tors in th e United 
Sta tes . Let us be conse rv ative by estimating 
that only 500,000 or 5 % a re sufficiently gul­
lible to be taken in by these scraps of paper. 
This ,,·ould mean that the stagger in g total 
of $5 ) ,355,000.00 had been contributed to 
Russia from the United States alone in a 
period of only five years. This would provide 
roughly enough money to build one carrier 
of the Forrestal class. This is a rather 
amaz in g set of statistics to consider. And 
rememl::er that this does not include any of 
the Soviet labels so ld in other countries. For 
a clearer comprehension of what these fig­
ures mean and what the trend has been, in­
cluded is a t ab ul at ion by years of the period 
J iscussed: 

Jl![ 011ey Valu e U. S. Dollars 
1Hi111 Us er/ gained by Russia 

$ 23 .87 $16.01 $ 1 l ,935,000 
20.47 $106 $10,235,000 

$ 30.16 $22 .17 $15,080,000 

$ 28.00 $ 18.83 $14,000,000 

$ 16.21 $ 10.84 $ 8, 105,000 

$ 118.71 $82.21 $59,355,000 

tributed to the coffe rs of the Comintern 

th rough simil a r sta te monopolies in the other 

Communist Countries such as Hungary, 

Czechoslovakia, Poland , Romania, Bulga ria , 

East Germany, China and Albania. A quick 

look a t the Scott Catalogue will show that 

these nations have been just as prolific as the 

senior partner in issuing fancy labels in the 

guise of postage stamps for collectors since 

they came under Soviet rule. 
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To further heighten the significance of the 

above figures, let us stop for a moment to 

consider the record of our own co untry. In 

th e same period , J anuary l , 1947 to De­

ce mber 31, 195I , th e United States has is­

su ed a total of 66 different stamps with a 

face value of $J.09. These st amps were and 

are valid for the prepayment of postage. They 

were on sale at any post office window or at 

the Phil atelic Agency in Washington for sev­

eral years . If the same 500,000 collectors 

bought one copy of each of these stamps, the 

net ga in to the United States was only $1,-

545,000.00, hard ly enough to build one heavy 

bomber. 

For the serious 
0

philatelist there is much 

more to be gleaned from th e pages of the 

wholesa le price list of "Mezhdunarodn aya 

Kniga". It can be see n at a glance that the 

printer of the stamps and the wholesale dis­

tributor a re the same. The stock of st amps 

1s inex haus tible because any thing can be 

printed on orde r in any qu antity req uired . 

This ctn be see n quickly from the following 

quotations taken directl y from the price li st 

appearing on page 39: 

"355 B Scot t Cat. Ko. 42-46 (-j") 1920 Bla­

goveshchensk, 2 R to 30 R , cancell ed in 

sheets (5 diff.) Price per 10-$1.00. Price 

per 100-$8.00. Price per rooo-$70.00." 

These particu la r stamps were issued origi­

nally towards the end of I920 by Soviet R ed 

Army Forces in Blagoveshchensk during the 

C ivil W ar in Eastern Siberia. S. A. P appa­

doppoulo ("Les Emissions de la Russie 

D'Asie") originally record ed that approxi­

mately 30,000 stamps of each denomination 

were issued. The obvious conclusion is that 

the plates were preserved and a re now being 

used to print more stamps for sale to col­

lectors. Similar listings are made for the 

(!)Listed 111 Scott under "Far Eastern Rep ublic." 
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fo llowing scarce and sought after Civil War 

Issues: Siberia, Scott Nos. l-7, 8-ro, 12; Far 

Eastern Republic, Scott Nos. 8, 25, 30, 32, 

38, 39, 50-51, 53-58, 60, 66-70. 
And again we quote: 

"3 10B I893 / I914. Rural post stamps. Coat 

of a rms of different cantons, I k. to 20 k. (I l 

cliff.) Price per ro-$3 .50. Price per 100-

$30.00." 

These are obviously some of the rare Zem­

stvo or Rur al Post stamps. During th e 

years mentioned , many stamps were printed 

for these rural supplementary posts by the 

Imperial Printing Office in St. P etersburg. 

Similar listings can be found for stamps 

of Estonia, Latvi a, Lithuania, l\llongoli a and 

the Transca rpathian Ukraine. All of these 

co untri es have fallen under the iron heel of 

the Ru ss ian invader. Stamps reprinted from 

plates se ized during th e conquest a re being 

so ld to provide mon ey to continue the op­

pressor's rule. 

These few illu str a tion s should be enough 

to sho"· the intelligent American stamp col­

lector the nature of philately behind the 

Iron Curtain. The free spirit has been 

cru shed and th e body prostituted for the uses 

of the Communist Dictatorship. Also it 

should show th at great ca re is to be exer­

cised in collecting the older issues of th e 

presently Communist-occupied nation s, so 

that one does not purchase reprints 111 th e 

place of th e originally iss ued stamps. But by 

far the greatest lesson to be lea rned is th at 

stamp collectors a re being victimized for th e 

benefit of the Communist tre asury, not by 

r eprints alone, but by the printing of multi­

colored labels solely for the purpose of ob­

taining American dollars. These self same 

dollars are being used to finance attempts at 

destruction of th e American way of life and 

the destruction of Am erican lives on the 

battlefields of Korea. 
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TRANSLATIONS FROM 

KOHL'S HANDBOOK 
COSTA RICA 

By DR. HERBERT l\IUNK 

Translated by JAMES A. QUIGLEY and the late FRITZ DREYFUSS 

Annotated by H. D. MITCHELL and JAl\IES A. QUIGLEY 

(Continued from Page 27r.) 
Provisional IssuP.s of 1g11-12 

For the fo ll owing overprinted stamps first 
the remainders of the issue of 1go7 were 
used, then the issues of 1go1 and 1go3 and, 
1g10 telegrap h stamps were overprinted. 
start ing in November, the rema inders of the 

~7· T Ui\ CENT TMO on 20 ct. wine 

(Comment: The order of use of previous 
issues for surcharging as given above is not 
essentia ll y correct. One cent stamps of both 
the 1go1 and 1go7 issues were overprinted at 
the same time for in stance, and the 4 ct. 
lgo3 \\·as not overpr in ted until I g12 after the 
various telegraph stamps had been sur­
charged. We have relied heavily on the work 
of Alfredo ~loya for data on these issues. 
His a rticle "S tudy on Counterfeits and 
Counterfeit Surcharges of Costa Rica" ap­
peared seriallv in "Costa Rica Filatelica" 
over a period of several years, the part 
pertinent to these provisionals having been 
printed in Vol. II I , Nos. 10, 11 and 12, Vol. 
IV, i\os. q and 15 and Vol. V, Nos . 16 and 
17. For the autho riz ing decrees we have, of 
course, reli ed on th e government daily, "La 
Gaceta. " End of com m ent.) 

1g11 (April and fo llowing) First provisional 
issue . Stamps No. 58 and 5g of th e issue of 
rgo7 and No. 44 of th e issue of 1 go1 with 
surcharge Ag or A10. 
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R ed Overprint, Type Ag 

76. 2 ct., yellow green and black (No. 5g) 
(a) " Stars" level: * rgu* 
(b) Inverted. 

J\' umber issued: 25,000. The error, 
"S tars" leve l, comes from posi tions 28 and 
( 78?) in the sheet. 

(Comment: The decree authorizin g the 
2 ct. provisiona ls (No. 251) is dated Decem­
ber 24, T9l0 and was published in "La Ga­
ceta" on the 27th. lt au thorized the over­
printing of 400,000 two centavos stamps and 
refe rs to both Kohl 's Nos. 76 ~. nd 78. This 
and a ll subsequen t overprints we re anplied 
to ha lf sheets of fifty at one time, the sheets 
being folded for the purpose. Because of 
this, var ieties should occur twice in each 
sheet of JOO so that 76a should be iound in 
both shee t posi tions 28 and 78. Actuallv this 
wi ll not a lways be the case, as more th ~n one 
se tting appears to have been used for 3ome 
of th e overpt:nts and one-half sheet would 
rece ive one overp rint and the other half a 
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different one. In th e "stars" level va riety 
here re fer red to th e "st a rs" a re level with 
th e base of the numera ls. Moya mentions a 
seco nd set ting in w hich a simil ar va ri ety oc­
curs w ith th e " sta rs" level w ith th e top of 
th e num erals. H e was unable to ident ify the 
pos ition of th is erro r in the sett ing. E11d of 
Co111111ent. ) 

Black Overprint, Type Aro 

77. I ct. , bro \\·n and black (No. 5S) 
(a) "Stars" inverted * 1911 * 

* * 
(b) I nve r ted 

78. 2 ct ., ye ll ow green and black (No. 
59) Ped. r+ 

(a) " Stars" in verted* 191 1 * 

* * 
( b) T n ve rted 

78A. 2 ct., ye ll o\\' gree n and black (No. 
59) P ed. 11 Yz x r+ 

(a) "Sta rs" inve rted * 191 r * 
* * 

l\ umber issued of l\ o. 78, 37 5,000. T he 
surcharge error, "stars" inver ted on Nos. 77 
and 78 occurs in posi t ions +r and 9 1 of the 
sheet. I t is supposed, the refore, th at only 
fifty stamps of each shee t of 1 oo \\·e re ove r­
pri nted a t one time and tha t t he pr int ing 
form \\'as composed of 50 exam ples. Small 
malfo rmat io ns of sin gle "sta rs" and fig u res 
are noted. O th er va r ie t ies h ave been noted 
as fo llo\\'S : l\ o. 7S with double overp rint , 
so metimes in red, some times in black; No. 
76 and l\o . 7S in se tenant pa irs (a lso No . 
59 with re d ove rprint type Ag and black 
ove rprint type Arn!) T hese should be re­
garded as printe r 's w aste . 

(Co m ment: The 1 ct. stamps, No. 77 above 
and No. 79, below, were auth o ri zed by de­
c ree of April 12, 19 11 in an ed ition of +so ,­
ooo " ·ith out disc rimin at in g betwee n th e two 
bas ic sta mp s as to qu antities to be over­
printed. Th ere w ere also two se ttin gs o f 
thi s type of ove r print , acco rding to Moya, in 
th e second of w hich th e re occurs th e e r ro r 
"s t a rs" on r ight inve rted , thu s: * 19 1 I *. 

* * 
This va r ie ty is sa id to occur in posi tion 50 
of th e setting. l\lloya does not make it cl ea r 
\\·heth e r th is seco nd settin g w as used on all 
th e st amps rece iving thi s type of ove rprint 
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but \\'e have seen it only on th e 1 ct. 1901 
(see below ). En d of co111ment. ) 

R ed Ove rp rint , T ype A ro 

79. l ct. , g reen and bl ack (No. 44) 
(a) "S t a rs" in ve r ted * 19 1 I * 

* * 
T he sa me stamp \\·ith black surcha rge 1s 

sa id to be pr inter 's was te. T he e rror , 
"sta rs" in ve r ted, comes from positions 41 
and 9 1 in the shee t. 

( Co111111t' 11/ : i\'Ioya states that the black 
,;i.: rcharge mentioned above is no t kno\\'n 
postally used but on lv cancell ed-to-order. It 
has l:een exte nsively faked and great care 
should be exercised in purchasing it . l\ loya 
states that setting !'\ o. 2 \\·as used for mak­
ing the black surcharge. End of comment.) 

(June 7 and follo\\ ·ing) Second pro­
visio nal issue. Stamps ]\ o. 61 and 6z of the 
issue of 1907 with overprin t Ar 1 and stamp 
No. 5+ of the issue of I 903 \\·ith overprint 
A 12. 

Ha blllta d o Habilitado 

19 I I 

A 1 1 - 12 

Ove rpr int T ype Ar l 

So. 5 ct ., o r ange and black (No. 61, P. r+ ) 
blu e overp rint 

8 I. I O ct., bl ue and black (No. 62 , P . r+) 
black overpri nt 

8 rA 10 ct., blue and black (No. 6z , P. II Yz 
x q ) black ove rprint 

S1 B. IO ct. , blue and black ( K o. 6z , P . I 1Yz 
x q ) red overp r int 

(s .ooo of 818 iss ued) 

P rint ing e rrors of No . So : 
" H abilit ada," "29 11 ," "! 9 1 r ," "19/1 ," 

" 191/" inverted. 
Th e e rror ' H abilitada" occ urs on posi­

tion s of th e shee t +5 and 95 but may not be 
found , however , on all shee ts. Su rch arging 
of thi s iss ue simila r to previous issue, i.e. in 
blocks of fi fty. Th e R oman numer als a re 
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perhaps not e rrors but were probably pur­
posely inserted in the setting, there not being 
enough italic numerals to finish it out. The 
three different combinations are said to oc­
cur one or two times on some sheets. 

Jn addition to inve rted overprints, double 
and tripl e overprints a re also found. The 
e r rors " H abilitada," " 2911 " etc. should also 
be fo un d with these double and triple ove r­
prints. We have not quoted prices on such 
printer's waste which th ese, togeth er wi th the 
inver ted surcharges, appear to be. Accord­
ing to Scott ( I92+) the erro rs "Habilitada" 
and "29 I 1" also appear on No. 81. 

(Co111111e11 t: The 5 ct. was authorized on 
30 '.\l ay 1911 , the IO ct. not until January 
6, 19 I2. It is worth noting th a t in the de­
cree au th or izi ng the latter, it is directed th at 
the overprint shall be applied in red but it is 
evident from the comparative sca rcity of 
s tamps with this color of overprint that the 
great majority were overprinted in black. 
:.Ioya , op. cit., states that the IO ct. with 
reel surcha rge a lso occurs on the stamp per­
forated q. The varieties with Rom an " ! " 
substituted for th e numeral " 1" appear to be 
legitimate enough si nce we have fou nd these 
postally used and even on commercial cover 
-an unusual thing for any varieties of these 
issues. The variety " 191 I" occurs in posi­
tions 6 and 21 of the setting ; " 19! I" in posi­
tion I9 and " I 9 I1 " in position 50. There are 
several sett in gs and neith er these nor the 
"Habili tada" variety occur in all. The varie­
ties "I911" and "2911" are from an entirely 
different (a nd probably specu la tive) setting. 
'.\Toya stated that there is even one set t ing 
in \\·hich no varieties a re found! All of the 
subst ituted Roman " I " varieties and the 
" H abi litada" variety a re found on the IO ct. 
in both colors of th e overprint. Enrl of com-
111 e11 t). 

Bl ack Overprint, Type AI2 

82. + ct., lil ac and black (No. 54) 

;'\ o. 82 " ·as apparen tl y issued several 
months later th an No. 80 and 81. 

(Commen t: This provisional was auth or­
ized in th e sa me decree as th e IO ct. (No. 
8I) above, th at is on J anu a ry 6, 1912. The 
quantity was 50,000 and , miracle of miracles!, 
th ere are no known varieties whatsoever! 
End of comment . ) 
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I91 l ( ovembe r 19) Third provisional is­
sue. Telegraph st amps of 19Io design M42 
(engraved and printed by th e American Bank 
Note Co., perforated 12.) converted to 1 ct. 
postage stamps by two line surch arge A13. 

83. Un centimo on 10 ct. blue, red sur­
charge 

(a) double surcharge 
( b) "Coereos" ( ? ) 

83A. U n ce ntim o on IO ct. blue, red sur­
charge, distance between lines 
9~ mm. 

(a) bl ack surcha rge 

84. Un centimo on 25 ct. violet, black sur­
ch a rge 

(a) double su rcharge 
(b) "Coereos" 

85. Un centimo on 50 ct. , red brown, blue 
su rcharge 

(a) double su rch a rge 
(b) inverted surch arge 

86. Un centimo on I colon, dark brown, 
red surcharge 

87. Un centimo on 5 colon , red , blue sur-
charge 

(a) double surch a rge 

88. Un centimo on IO colon, black brown, 
reel surcharge. 

No. 83 to 88 were au th orized by decree of 
Nove mber 15, 19 11 and issued several days 
later. In add iti on to double and inverted 
overprints , other varieties known include 
double surch a rge, one inverted; pairs, one 
without surcharge and so on. (See remarks 
above conce rning previous issues.) The 
numbers issued a re reported so variously 
th at we have decided not to give any qu anti­
ty figures a t all. 

(Co mm ent: The first decree authorizing 
the su rcha rging of the American Bank ote 
'0. 6 303 
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Co. type teleg raphs was da ted on th e eleventh 

of !\ ovember and published in " L a G aceta" 

on th e qth. It call ed for th e surcha rg ing 

of "285,000 telegraph st amps of va rious 

valu es" " ·ith out making any distinction as to 

qu antity of each valu e to be overpr inted . 

On 6 D ecembe r anoth er dec ree auth orized 

th e su rchargin g of an add iti onal 806, 176 25 

centimos Telegra phs of this type. There were 

th us 1.09 1, 176 small T eleg r aphs of all valu es 

ove rprinted . Th e black surch arge on th e IO 

ct. is 1nongly asc ribed as a sub-va ri ety of 

th e 1 o ct. " ·ith 9)1,i mm. spacing as it is also 

in Scot t. T he genui ne black surcha rge only 

occ urs 1n the 8 mm . spac in g. Th e va riety 

"Coe reos" is No. 5 in th e se tting and in th e 

shee t as " ·ell ; M oya st ates th at it is neve r 

fo un d in shee t positi on 10 eve n tho ugh , as 

" ·ith oth er of th ese prov isionals, th e printing 

w as done on half sheets of fi fty. Cauti on 

shoul d be obse rved in purchasing any of th e 

"e r ro rs" and th e black surcha rge on th e 10 

ct ., espec ia ll y in used condit ion. T here a re 

many fo rge ries in the ma rket in which th e 

co unte rfeite rs took teleg raphicall y used 

st amps to make their wares, eithe r with or 

without removing the cancell ation before 

applying the fa lse overprin t. E nd of co m­

m en t . ) 

eorreos 

5 
5 ~ntimos 

A 14 

90. 2 ct. on 5 ct. , ye ll ow brown 

9 1. 2 ct. on I O Ct ., blue 

92. 2 ct. on 50 ct., wm e red 

93. 2 ct. on l Col. , brown 

9.J. · 2 ct . on 2 Col. , ca rm me rose 

95. 2 ct. on 5 Col. , g reen 

96. 2 ct. on IO Col. , brown lil ac 
THE
( D ate ?) - ct . teleg raph stamp converted into 
a 5 ct . post age st amp by application of blue 
ove rprint , type A14. 

89 . 5 cent imos on 5 centimos, or ange. 
(a) doub le 
(b) inverted 
(c) pa ir , one w ithou t surch arge 

1 o. 89 \\·as issued la te r th an l'\ os . 83 - 88 
and pe rh aps as la te as 19 12. T his item oc­
cu rs w ith do uble su rcha rge. inve rted su r­
charge and as pa ir, one witho ut surcharge. 

(Co111111 e11t : Two print ings of thi s stamp 
were au th ori zed : th e fi rst , by th e same decree 
auth o rizi ng th e 1 ct . on 25 ct . sm all tele­
g raph (6 D ece mbe r , 19 11 ) ca ll ed fo r 633,-
220; th e second, on 12 F ebru a ry 19 12, 
call ed fo r an add itional 6+9,80 1. T he same 
ca uti onary re ma rks about co unterfeits of th e 
va ri eti es apply to this st amp. E nd of com-
111 e11 t .) 

M 43 

eorrcos 

Dosccnt.imos 

2 
A 15 

Cor reos N umber 

P . 14x11 0 P. l.J. Inver ted I ss ued 

5.00 15,500 

45.00 45.00 1,500 

.30 12.50 86,ooo 

.35 .6o 92,000 

.50 I0.00 90,000 

.60 IO.oo 42,000 

.60 42 ,000 
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From private sources, the ac tual number 
issued of · o. 91 is sa id to be only 1,000 
s tamps. The error, "Correos" inverted, on 
l\o. 9+ \\'as fo und by " [llustr. Briefm. Zeit." 
to be from positio n Nos. 91 and 96 in the 
shee t. Th is error is also repo rted on No. 9 1 
by Scott. Doubl e and inve rted surcha rges 
occur ( includi ng l\os. 9+ and 95 with "Co r­
rcos" inverted) on nea rly all va lues; th e re 
a re also pa irs, one without su rch arge . Refe r 
to remarks above. 

( Co111111enl: The 2 ct. provisionals on 
la rge Telegraph stamps w e re authorized on 
D ece mber 6, 1911. The total qu antity called 
for by th e decree \\' as 370,778, slightl y mo re 
than th e tot al of the individual qu antities 
giv en bv '.\1 unk (369,000) . All denomin a­
tions exist perforated 1 + a ll aro und. Th ere 
seems to be no qu estion th a t the "Co rreos" 
inverted va ri ety occurs on 90 and 91 as well 
as 9+ and 95. The position in the sheet is 
correctl y given but it may occur in one-half 
of the sheet and not in the other. I t 1s 
ex tremely sca rce, especially in the 10 ct. of 
\\'hich. assuming th a t the erro r occ u r red in 
both halv es of a ll sheets , th ere could only 
be 20 to .JO copies. For th is reason, it has 
been exte nsive ly cou nterfei ted in all valu es, 
particula rl y the 10 ct., and the ma rket is 
flooded wi th th ese fakes. [ t is adv isable not 
to pu rchase any erro rs on these stamps in 
used cond it ion for the same reasons as given 
above, and copies witho ut gum shou ld also 
be suspect. T here are no ge nui ne va r iet ies 
of the 2 ct. on 10 co lon. For an ex tended 
discussion of th e la rge telegraph provisionals 
see " T he Cos ta Rican Phil a teli st ," Vol. I , 
l\o. 6, A ugust, 1952. End of comm ent.) 

M 44 

192 1 (Ju ne 17 ) T ype M +.+. (l a rge rec­
tangu lar). Comm emorative iss ue to cele­
bra te th e 1ooth Jubil ee o f Coffee C ultiva­
tion. Lithog r aph ed, printed 111 San J ose. 
P erfora ted 1 1 %. 
TH E CO LLECTORS C LU B P H ILATEL IST , VO L. XX XI , 
97 . 5 ct., blue and black 
(a) tete beche pair 

Plate of 50 stamps; the two ro,,.s 111 the 
middl e of the sheet are said to be inverted 
( tete beche). 

(Commen t: The tete beche pairs are 
probably du e to th e use of two transfers of 
twenty- fiv e st amps each to make the pl a te. 
Al so known imperforate. End of co mm en t .) 

I n September, 1921, th e re came into the 
ma rket an apparen tly official issue commem­
oratin g the Centena ry of Cent ral Amer ican 
I ndependence. These stamps showed the de­
sign printed herewith , a rectangle wi th busts 
of Preside nts Mora and Acosta. Acco rding 
to " Scott 's Monthly J ou rn al" of J une, 1924. 
the se stamps had neither officia l sanction nor 
any fra nki ng power; rather th at J. M. 
A ri as, the director of th e Gove rnm ent Pr int­
ing O ffice in San J ose, afte r confe rr ing wi th 
the Phil ate lic Society of Cos ta R ica h ad sug­
ges ted th e issue of such stamps. T he di­
r ecto r w as pe rmitted by decree of September, 
192 1, to print th ese st amps a t th e Govern ­
ment Printing O ffice a t hi s own ex pense and 
th en sell th em to th e pu blic. T he st amps 
had no fra nking power and th ey co uld be 
used on lette rs as additi onal stamps only pro­
vid ing th ey had a spec ial cont ro l cancell a­
ti on, th e purpose of which was to prevent 
th eir being used as reg ul ar st amps. Use of 
th ese st amps on any post al matter w ith out 
this special cancell ation was forbidde n. T he 
st amps we re d ivided bet ween th e pri nting 
office and th e Society, w hich had paid for 
th e pr int ing cos t, and we re appa rently sold to 
th e public th rough th e Bank of Cost a Rica. 
T he proofs and printe r 's was te ( un fi nished 
st amps, printing e r ro rs and inve rted cente rs) 
we re ret ained by th e printe r who late r sold 
th em to th e st amp tr ade. The colo rs of the 
N O. 6 
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stamps a re: 2 ct., orange yellow; 3 ct., green; 
6 ct., red ; 1 5 ct. , blue, and 30 ct. , brown, all 
with black cen ters. Perforated 12. 

(Comm ent: It is not our intention to de­
fend thi s questionable issue when we set 
forth the following dat a to cor rect misinfor­
mation as given in the tex t. Despite the fact 
that it had govern ment sanction, it was, 
apparently, an entirely speculative issue, and 
the rul e of "caveat emptor" should certainly 
apply to it. The decree, No. 25 , was issued 
on 6 September 1921 and published in "La 
Gace ta" on the 8th. It call ed for the "issue 
and circulation " of 2,000 of the 30 ct. value 
and 5,000 each of th e four lower values. No 
mention is made in the decree of the expense 
being borne by any private party. In a rticl e 
2 of the decree it is stated th at "The use of 
these stamps shall be optional from the 10th 
to th e 20 th of September nex t inclusive." 
Articl e 4 directs th a t th e issue "shall be 
user! obligatorily during th e day of 15 Sep­
tember of th e current year" as tr anslated by 
J. A. W es ton in hi s a rticle on thi s issue in 
the "American Stamp J ou rn al" for l\l[ arch, 
1939· An altern ative tr anslati on would read 
"The sa id stamps sh all have legal currency 
on th e day of I 5 September of th e current 
yea r. " Weston , in th e a rticl e cited, sta ted 
th a t th e issue was sent to th e U . P. U. for 
distributi on and " ·as so di stributed on Octo­
ber 8, 192 1. This he confirmed in corre­
spondence with th e th en incumbent director 
of the P ostal Union. J\1ost covers bea rin g 
these st amps are obviously philatelic bea rin g 
the commemorative cancell a tion which Dr. 
Munk erroneously refers to as a control 
mark. (This cancell ation w as also used to 
cancel the stamps in the sheet and mo st used 
se ts are found so cancell ed.) We have seen 
jus t one cover on which th e stamps were can­
cell ed by the regular San Jose da ted po t­
mark. R egard less of the official sanction 
which th e issue received , vve beli eve that far 
more th an the authorized number of se ts 
exi st , th at it is considerably overp riced a t 
the t ate at " ·hich generally offered and that 
a ll sub-varieties (imperforate, inverted cen­
ters , etc. etc. ) with th e excep tion of the tete 
beche pairs which occur in the sheet natur­
ally, should have no philatelic value. End of 
co mm rnt. ) 
THE C
On the occasion of the same celebration 
and bearing a similar inscription , a large, 
rectangular 5 ct., violet, commemorative 
stamp in type M46 (see below) , designed by 
G. Prudhomme and printed in France was 
brought out. In spite of a report by "Illustr. 
Brief m. Zeit. " ( 1922, p. 271) noting this 
stamp used on lette rs several times, the fact 
that it was later overprinted "Correos" calls 
for ca ution. Also it was never proved or 
stated whether th e stamp when used had 
franking power or whether an additional 
st amp was required. Nor has it been 
proven wheth er it was used in September, 
1921, or thereabouts. Atfe r th e iss ue of ~ o. 
IO.'i ( ,vith surcharge) th e re was an easy op­
portunity to pass it off as a regul a r postage 
st amp. W e have, th e refo re , for the present 
dec ided not to g:ive this stamp a catalog 
number. 

5 ct. , violet, perf. l 1 ( l\146 " ·ithout over­
print) 

( Co111111r11t: This stamp 1s, of co urse, 
Scott's :\ o. 104. It w as regularly author­
ized by decree !\ o. 13 iss ued on March 2, 
1920, which authorized its prepa ration , and 
No. 20 dated 6 September 1921 which 
au thori ze d its circulation. The former de­
cree stated th at th e circu lation period should 
be from September 15 to December 3 1, 192i. 
It is ra ther sca rce on cove r and appea rs to 
have been not too greatly used. The de­
cree au thorizi ng Kohl's No. 105 ( th e "Cor­
reos-1922" overprint on this stamp ) ca ll ed 
for reva lid ating 500,000 of this st amp, an 
amount which represented th e entire print­
ing of th e bas ic stamp. This would tend to 
confirm Dr. 1\rlunk's th eo ry, but it probably 
represe nts a " round number" quantity r ath e r 
than the actual quantity of the remaind ers. 
End of co mment.) 

Furthermore , during the war with th e 
neighboring R epublic of Panama, stamps are 
su pposed to h ave been issued in the town of 
Almirante under occupation by Costa Rican 
troops, ca rrying a three-line overprint "Al­
mi rante - O ccupation - Costarricense" in 
capital s in black or violet. According to 
" Stamp Coll ecting," Vol. XVI , p. 646, the 
current 5 ct. st amp of Panama was th e one 
overprinted while Gibbons reports th e 5 ct. 
stamp of Costa Rica, No. 71 , as the one su r­
cha rged. 
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX.XI, NO. 6 
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(Commen t : We h ave seen only the 5 ct., 
I9JO, st amp of Costa Rica so overprinted al­
th ough it is quite probable th at the over­
print exists on Pan amani an stamps as w ell. 
The covers which we have seen a re cancelled 
w ith th e regul a r Almirante postmark on 
March 5, 192I and backstamped a t Limon on 
the 7th and San J ose the 8th. The overprint, 
wh ich is hand stamped, is in th e same color 
ink as the Almirante postmark. End of 
commen t.) 

M 45 

I92I (Autumn) M4S· Supplement al value 
for the issue of 19 Io R ecess engraved and 
printed by th e American Bank Note Co., 
Perforated I 2. 

98. I 5 ct ., violet 

(Comment: The iss uing decree for this 
stamp refe rs to it as a commemorative in 
honor of Bolivar which was to be issued on 
his birthday in 1921 on which date also a 
bust was to be unvei led in a pa rk which was 
to be renamed in honor of th e Liberator. 
The issue date was 24 July not "Autumn." 
This st amp was also ordered to use for th e 
increased si ngle foreign first class rate which 
had been increased fifty per cent by decree 
o{ Congress in 1917. E11d of commen t.) 

I922 
bra ting 
Stamps 
A16. 

A 16 

(Spring) Commemorative issue cele­
I oo yea rs of coffe e cultivation. 

T os. 68 - 72 and 98 wi th surch arge 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXJ , N
Overprint Quantity 
99. I Ct., brown blue 400,000 

!00. 2 ct. , dark green red 200,000 
IO I . 4 ct., sea rlet red blue I00,000 
I02 . 5 ct ., or ange blue I00,000 
103 . JO ct ., deep blue red 75,000 
I04. I 5 ct., violet gold 50,000 

Inver ted ove rprints h ave been seen on all 
valu es. 

(Comment: This was a propaganda over­
print for th e promotion of Costa Rican cof­
fee and not a commemorative as st a ted . It 
was authorized in J anuary and probably ap­
peared then , beca use essays are know n with 
the date I921 indicating th at earli er issue 
had been contemplated . The color of over­
print on th e + and 5 centimos stamps is black, 
not blue. E nd of com m ent.) 
I922 M46. Large rectangul ar stamp com-

C01'REOS 

1922 

M 46 A 17 

memor ating Centenary of Independ ence (see 
above) wi th black two line su rcharge type 
AI7 issued as a regular postage stamp. 
P erfora ted I 1. 

105. 5 ct., vio let Printing: 500,000 

A 18 

I922 ( End of year) Semi-postal stamp is­
sued for th e benefi t of the R ed Cross So­
ciety. St amp No. 7I wi th r ed overp rint 
type A18. 

106. s+ s ct. , o range. Printing : 200,000 
O. 6 
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1923 (June 18) M.:n. Commemorative 
st amps honoring the centenary of the birth 
of Presid ent J esus Jimenez. Locally manu­
factured. Lithographed. Perforated 12 x 
II 0 . 

108. 2 ct ., brown 
109. .j. ct ., g reen 
I J O. 5 ct ., light blue 
I II . 20 ct ., rose ca rmin e 
I 12. I colon, da rk violet 

These stamps were supposed to have been 
demonetized on D ece mber 31 , 1923. 
THE COLLEC
M 47 
M 48 - 49 - 50 - 51 - 52 - 53 - 54 - 55 - 56 
1923 M+8-56. D es ign by P ostmaster Gen­
er al G. ;\ oriega . E ngraved and recess 
pri nted by th e Ame rican Bank Note Co., 
Ne \\' Y ork. P erfor at ed 12. 

11 3 . 1 ct .. purple (Na tional Monument) 
1 q. 2 ct., chrome yellow (Coffee ha rvest) 
I 1 5 . + ct ., green ( Ban ana h arves t ) 
11 6. 5 ct ., bright blue ( General Post Of­

fice) 
l 1 7 . 

I 18. 

119 . 

120. 

121. 

10 

12 

2 0 

.j.O 

I 

ct., 

ct .. 

ct .. 

ct ., 
C., 

brmrn (Co lumbus Seekin g Aid 
with Indians) · 

It. ca rmin e (Columbus' H ead) 

blue (Columbu s L andi ng at 
Port Limon ) 

o range ( Map of Cos ta Rica) 
olive g ree n (M. M . Gutierrez, 

Composer of th e Na tional 
Anthem.) 
TORS C L UB PH I J.AT EL IST , VOL. XXXI , NO. 6 
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M 57 

192+ M57. (Don R odrigo Arias Maldo­
nado) Small rec t angle. D esign by T . S. 
Guell. E ngraved and recess-p rinted by 
W ate rl o\\· and Sons. Perfo r a ted q . 

122. 2 ct., green 

The proposed iss ue \\·as I ,000 ,000. Th is 
stamp w as iss ued for use on calling cards 
and in vita tions for local delivery. 

192+ (Ju ly 2+) Commemorat ive issue cele­
brating th e centen a ry of the annexation of 
th e peninsula of Nicoya (Province of Guana­
cas te). 

N os. 1 23- 1 26: M ap of th e province of 
Guanacaste -;imih r to type M35. 

'.\ os . 127- 129 : Cath edral a t l\icoya. De­
signs by G. No r iega. Printt>d by the Ameri­
ca n Bank '.\ ote Co. Perforated 12. 

123. I ct ., red 200,000 
12.J.. 2 ct .. lil ac 200,000 
l 25- .5 Ct. , deep green 200,000 
126. 10 ct. , dull ora nge 100,000 
l 27. 15 ct. , blue 100,00() 
128. 20 ct. , g rey black 7 5,000 
129. 25 ct. , brown 50,000 

This iss ue is sa id to h ave remained in cir­
culati on until Feb ru a ry 23 , 1925. 

( Co111111r11/: The period of use originally 
au thorized for th ese stamps w as from July 
2-J. , 192+ to F eb ruary 28, 1925 but a decree 
issued in l\ ovember, 1925 continued th e ser­
ies in lega l use indefinite ly. E11rl of co mm ent.) 

Postage Due 

p p 2 

1903 . P r. E ngraved and color ed recess 
printing by W ate rl ow and Sons, L ond on. 
N umera l of value separa tely printed in 
black. P e rfor ation about 14. 
T H E CO LLECTORS C L U B P HI LATELI ST , VO L. xxx r, N
I. 5 ct ., slate blue 
2. 10 ct., o r ange brown 
3. 15 ct ., g reen 

+· 20 ct ., rose ca rmin e 
5. 25 ct ., ultrama rine 
6. 30 ct. , b row n 
7. .J.O ct., brown olive 
8. 50 ct., red lil ac 

Accord ing to contempor a ry sto ries in th e 
phil ate lic p ress , pos t al clerks beca use of laz i­
ness are said to have used only th e 5 and 
10 ct. values. O n th e oth er h and, du r ing th e 
per iod of use of Nos. I - 8, w hole rovvs of 
the se stamps we re ca ncell ed to o rder and sold 
under face va lu e. Acco rding to " Gibbons 
Month ly Journ al," Vol. XV, p. 8, about the 
midd le of 190.J., 300 lin es of such cancelled­
to-orde r stamps, still with gum, were offered 
fo r sa le at th e price of two fran cs per line. 
Later on the stamps were also provid ed with 
the mass ca ncell a tion of five thin parallel 
lin es. For further information refer to .:om­
ments und er st amp r o. 53 . For this rea-
5on ,,-e have not quoted prices on u sed. 
stamps of thi s iss ue. On th e other hand , 
genuinely ·used stamps, especially of the high­
e r va lu es, of thi s iss ue are worth several 
tim es the price of mint copies. 

(Co111mrul: We do not entirely ag ree with 
th e las t st atement. Completely mint copies 
of this issue . i. e., ,,·ithout th e ba r cancell a­
tion , are ex tremely scarce. W e believe tha t 
th ey sho uld be on a par with genuinely used 
stamps as to valu e. E11rl of co111mr11! . ) 

r 915 (August 1) P 2. N e,,. design 
value in same color as design. O ne 
lithograph by Am erican Bank Note 
P e rf. 12. 

9. 2 ct., red orange 
10. -t ct., blu e 
I l. 8 ct ., g ree n 
12. 10 ct. , v iolet 
13. 20 ct. , b rown 

with 
color 

Co. 

Acco rding to " St amp Coll ecto r" these 
stamps we re fi rst issued in September. O ur 
da te of iss ue is , however, taken fro m " Illus tr. 
Briefm. Z eit .," 19 15. The name of the pr int­
ing co mpany is pr inted at the bottom of each 
stamp w ith th e addi tion " Litho" (-g raphic 
depa rtment ). 

{Commen t : The August date of iss ue is 
co rrect. E nd of comment. ) 
O. 6 309 
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Official Stamps 

According to official regul ations of th e post 
office department, Official stamps are not to 
be cancelled. C ancelled Official stamps are 
the result of favor or connivance of the postal 
clerks. The rem ainders sold to the trade 
occur w ith the same fake cancella tions as are 
fo und on ordinary stamps. Stamps of type 
Mr with overprint "Oficial" are fraud s pre­
pared by J. J. Ross from the rem ainders he 
purch ased. 

Oficial 

DA 1 

1883 ( April ) Stamps Nos. 12 - 16, type 
M2, w ith colored overprint ; Nos . l and 2 
after I 885 with bl ack overprint. DA1 ( up­
per and lower case Antiqu e type, length of 
ove rprint I 3Yz mm.) 

r. l ct., green overprinted m red 
(a) bl ack ove r print (Febru ary 1885 ) 

2. 2 ct. , ca rmin e, ove rprinted in blue 
(a) bl ack ove rpr int ( 1885) 

3. 5 ct., blue violet , ove rprinted in r ed 
4. JO ct., gold en yellow, overprinted in 

green 
5. 40 ct. , deep blu e, ove rprinted in r ed 

OFICIAL OFICIAL 
DA 2 - 3 

1886 (About August) Stamps Nos. 12 - 15 
as before but w ith new official ove rprint in 
Antique capitals, DA2 or DA3 (length of 
overprints, DA2, l 3 mm.; DA3, thicker let­
ter s, 15,0 mm.) 

6. I ct. , 
7. 2 ct. , 
8. 5 ct. , 
9. JO ct. , 

green 
ca rm me 
blue violet 

O verprint 
Color 

bl ack 
bl ack 
red 

gold. yellow black 

I II 
(DA2 ) ( DA3 ) 

I.00 J.00 
I.25 r.40 

12.00 10.00 
16.oo 7.50 
3 J0 TH E CO
(Co mment : The prices are here preserved 
simply to complete Kohl 's tabular form of 
li sting th ese tw o overprints. They are, of 
course, obsolete. E nd of comment. ) 

Both of th ese overprints we re first re­
ported at th e same time in "Timbre Poste," 
August, 1886. In th e Albrecht collection 
th ere was a pair show ing th e two types of 
overprint se tenant. ("Gibbons Stamp 
W eekly," Vol. IX, p. 151 ). There are no 
r eports in th e contempo rary st amp press 
("Timbre P oste, " " Tllustr. B r iefm. Z eit.," 
" Phil atelique R eco rd" etc.) conce rnin g th e 
appea rance of th e nex t overpr int , type D A4. 
It is ch ronicled fo r th e first time in the 
"American J ourn al of Phil ately," 1888, p. 22, 
w ith th e da te of iss ue given as 1886. This 
da te was adopted from Collin and Calm an 
and from th ere has appa rently gotten into 
th e cat alogs. 

Ofici al 

DA 4 

-- ( date?) Stamps Nos . 14 and 15 w ith 
bl ack ove rprint type DA+ in uppe r and lower 
case . Antiqu e. L ength 12 mm. 

10. 5 ct. , blue violet 
11. 10 ct ., golden yell ow 

Conce rning th e date of iss ue and pe riod of 
use of N os. 10 and l 1 nothing is known ex­
cept as gi ven above. 

(Comm ent: It might be well here to in­
fo rm the reader th a t it was not th e practice 
to iss ue th e Official st amps by fo rmal decree 
in th e ea rlie r pe ri od. W e a re un able, th e re­
fo re, to throw any light on th e probable 
da tes of any iss ues prior to th at of 1908, 
which see . End of co m ment. ) 

OFICIAL. 

DA 5 

1 887 Stamps Nos. 12 - 16 of the issue of 
1 883 and N os . 19 and 20 of the issue of 1887 
w ith bl ack overprint DA5 (with o r w ithout 
pe riod ). 
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KOHL HANDBOOK - COSTA RICA 
12. I ct. , green 
13. 2 ct., ca rmine 
q . 5 ct., blue violet 
I 5· JO ct. , golden yellow 

Without 
"oFICIAL" Period 

x x 
x x 

x x 
(a) double overprint 

16. 40 ct., deep blue x x 

On th e Stamps of the 1887 Issue 

I 7. 5 ct. , blue violet x x 
18. 1 o ct. , golden yellow x x 

(a) (OF) 1 (CIAL ) 

(Comm e11 t: In th e above t able an "x" indi­
ca tes th at Kohl listed and priced the variety; 
a double dash that it was unknown. End of 
co mment.) 

This overprint was first reported by the 
tamp press on th e two stamps of type M4. 

No. 18a was reported by "Gibbons Stamp 
Weekly," Vol. IX, p. 151, (from the Al­
b recht coll ecti on ) . As for the surcharge 
without period it appea rs to be only from 
sheets with overp rint type DA5. 

(Co111 111 e11t: No. 14 above is, of cou rse, 
Scott 's old No. 021 , removed from the cata­
log in the 1951 ed ition. Leading specialists 
have long been on record th at the st amp did 
not ge nuin ely exist. End of comment.) 

OFLCIAL 
DA 6 

1889 (Fa ll ) Stamps of th e issue of I889, 
type M6, with black overprin t type DA6. 

19. l ct. , sepia brown 
20. 2 ct ., blue green 
21. 5 ct. , o range 
22. JO ct., red brown 
23. 20 ct. , green 
2+. 50 ct. , rose carmine 

I 892 Postage stamps of the I 892 issue 
(Coat of Arms) with black overprint as 
above. 

25. I ct., green blue 
26. 2 ct. , go lden yellow 
27. 5 ct., violet 
28. IO ct., g reen 
29. 20 cts. cinnabar 
30. 50 ct. , grey blue 
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190I Stamps of the issue of I90I (Mu-
17) with bl ack overprint as above. 

3 I. I Ct., green and black 
32. 2 ct. , orange red & black 
33. 5 ct. , pale blue & black 
34. IO ct. , ye!. ocher & black 
35. 20 ct. , wine red & black 
36. 50 ct. , lil ac and blue 
37. I c., olive yellow & black 

The Overprint DA6 on the issue of 1889 
shows the same skillful workmanship as 
Guanacaste overprint GAq and the type 
face is similar. On the other hand , over­
print DA6 as applied to later issues appears 
to be of cruder workmanship. If the report 
of Senf is true that GAI 4 was made in Lon­
don , th e suspicion would be justified th at 
DA6 was first applied in London and that 
later printings were mad e in Costa Rica. 
None of th e higher values of these issues, 
other th an those listed , were overprinted. 
Remai nd ers of Nos. 19 - 2+ were sold to the 
highe t bidder in early I 893. Quantitities 
of remai nd ers were: 1 os . 19, 20 and 22, 
abo ut JOO,OOO; Nos . 21 and 23 , abou t 150,-
000 each and No. 2+, 24,000. 

PR0'1SORIO 
OFICIAL 

OFICIAL 
DA 7 DA 8 

I903 (January) Provisional official stamp. 
Stamp No. 45 with green overprint DA7. 

38. 2 ct., red and bl ack 
(a) Inverted 

" PROV ISO!O" 
Unpriced 
U npriced 

" PROVIS IORO" 
20.00 
+o.oo 

Normal 
+.oo 
8.oo 

"PROV!S!ORIO". 
Unpriced 
Un li sted 

The errors "Proviso io" and "Provisioro" 
occur once in each sheet. These two errors 
have also been reported inverted by "Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly," Vol. IX, p. 143. "Pro­
vis ioro" is from position JOO in the sheet. 
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K OH L HA N DB OOK-CO ST A RI CA 
1903 Additional values. St amps Nos. 54, 
55 and 56 with bl ack overprint type DA6. 

39. + ct. , lil ac and bl ack 
+o. 6 ct., oli ve ye ll ow and bl ack 
+I . 25 ct., pale violet and bl ack 

1908 (A bout April ) Stamps of 1907 w ith 
ove rprint type DAS. 

+2. I ct., b row n & bl ue bl ack 

+3· 2 ct., ye!. green and bl ack 

4+· + ct. , ca rm . rose & black 

+5 · 5 ct ., o range & blue black 
+6. JO ct ., blu e and black 

+7· 25 ct. , pa le violet & black 
+8. 50 ct. , red lilac & black 

+9· I C. , da rk bro\\·n & black 

( Co111111 e11t : Since th e Service st amps abov e 
we re au th orized by th e sa me dec ree as th e 
basic post age stamps , it seems likely th a t 
th ey co ul d have been iss ued ea rl ie r th an th e 
1908 date genera lly g iven. End of co111 111 e11t. ) 

OFICIAL 

15 VI- i.911 

DA 9 

19 17 (About Sept.) St amps N os. 71 and 
72 \\·ith black t\\ 'O lin e ove rpri n t DA9. 

50. 5 ct ., o range 
51. IO ct ., light blue 

Amou nt of issue app a re ntly 30,000 and 
20,000. O ve rpr intin g e rro rs a re printe r 's 
waste, tr ash o r so mething wo rse. 

( Co111111 e11 t: The authoriz ing dec ree for 
th ese stamps was da ted in J une. The co r­
rect amounts a re 50,000 of the 5 ct. and 
30,000 of th e IO ct. End of comm ent . ) 

l 920 St amp No. 73 w ith red overpri nt 
type D A i o. 

52 . 15 ct ., on 20 ct. , ol ive 

192 I Officials on th e I 908 iss ue w ith ad­
dit ional bl ack ove rprint " 1921 -22" and (Nos. 
54 and 55) w ith additional surch ar ge alter­
ing th e face value. (N umbers in parenthe­
sis refer to th e official st amps.) 
3 12 T H E C
53 . + ct . ca rmine & blu e blk (4+ ) 
(a) " 129 1" instead of " I921 " 

5+· 6 ct ./ 1 ct. b ro wn & blk (+2) 
55. 20 ct./25 ct. violet & blk (47 ) 
56. 50 ct. red lil ac & dk. blue (+8) 
57. 1 col. dk. b rown & blk ( +9) 

10,000 
200 

10 ,000 
20,000 

2,200 
+,ooo 

192 1 Offi cia l st amp No. 50 \\·ith addi t ional 
red overprint " 10 CTS ." 

58. 1 o cts. on 5 cts .. or ange ( No. 50 ) 

l\ o. 5+ and 55 a re kn own wi thou t per iod 
a ft er " CTS" . l\ o. 5+ with out period app a r­
ently occurs + ti mes on th e shee t . tot al num­
be r of thi s e rror , +oo exa mpl es . 

(Com 111 P11 I: Th e overprint colo r on ~ o. 58 
shou ld , of co urse. be black. End of com-
111e11t . ) 

1923 ] es us ] imenez comm emor ati ve 
(S t amps :" o. I08 etc., type :\I +7) with bl ack 
ove rprint "O F l C !AL." 

OFICIAL 

(:\ OTE : Wh ere th e 11·o rd " O fic ial" appea rs 
above it \\·as pri nted in th e same type as th e 
ac tu a l ove rprin t .) 

59. 2 ct. , bro\\·n 
60. + ct. , g reen 
6 1. 5 ct .. light bl ue 
62. 20 ct .. ca rm me r ose 
63. I col. . da rk violet 

F o r offi cia l use onl y 1,000 se ts of th ese 
commemor a tives \-1·e re supposed to have bee n 
ove rprinted bu t a t th e prese nt tim e acco rd­
ing to "Sco tt 's Monthly J ourn al" the re is 
an offe ri ng of ten tim es th at qu antity a t a 
che ap price. 

( C o111 111 e11t: This is a se r ious err or for 
\1·hich Sco tt 's and their informant , a Mr. 
Ed w ard Ev ans, mus t assume th e blame. 
Act uall y th e re \\·ere just as many Service 
stamps of thi s series autho rized as th ere 
w ere regu la r st amps, in othe r wo rds 25 ,000 
complete se ts. A lth ough at fi rst o rde red to 
he de monetized on D ecember 31 , 1923 , th e 
use of th e O ffi cials was prolonged ind efi­
nitely by dec ree of N ovember 2+, 1925 . F in­
ally, on O ctobe r 25, 1926, th e remainders 
we re offi ciall y incin e rated. End of corn-
111 e11 I.) 

E nd. 
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TIBET 
Some Forgeries of the 1912 Issue 

By E. A. SMYTHIES 
'.\Ir. H averbeck in his excellent and com­
prehensive a rticles on Tibet,* recently pub­
lished in thi s magaz ine, describes three types 
of forgeries of th e I9I2 iss ue, the salient 
fea tures of " ·h ich a re given as follow s:-

T ype 11 I. Lithographed on laid paper (3 
lower values only). 

Type IT. The space between the outer 
circl e and outer frame at top 
is too wid e. 

Type I. Measurements inco rrect, 1. e. 
too ta ll. 

:'I f r. H averbeck specifically notes th e " POT­
SAG E" error on th e 2/ 3 tr ank a does not 
occur. 

While 1 \\·as living in K athm andu. :-J epal, 
I acquired a number of Tibetan stamps, 
some genuine cove rs to N epal, so me genuine 
singl es, and-rather une xpec tedly in such a 
remote locality- quite a number of forgeri es . 
Amongst the latter w as a POTSAGE error, 
but before describing it [ shall venture to 
comment on 1\ I r. Haverbeck's defi nit ion of 
Type I. 

'.\1 easureme nts of the genuine stamps vary 
app reciably, which is not surp risi ng, consid­
eri ng that each impress ion was from a sepa­
ra te engraving on a wood block. M r. H ave r­
beck's ar t icle suggests th a t stamps measu ring 
20 mm. across a re fo rgeries of T ype I , but 
actually a few genuin e st amps also meas ure 
20 mm., e.g. th e I / 6 trank a No. 1 , th e Y, 
t r ank a Ios. 3, 6, th e 2/ 3 tr ank a Nos. I, 
j , and 9. 

* coLLE CTOR s ctus PHILATELIST} Vol. XXXI, 
Nos. 2 to 4. 
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Fig. 

Fig. 2 

In refe rence to th e POT AGE forgery. 
ill ustrate ( Fig. I) a pair Nos . 5 and 6 

which are genuine, ( Fig. 2) a single, which 
is a forgery , although the measureme nts-
19Y, x 22 Y, mm.-a re correct. T he more 
obvious mistakes a re as fo ll ows:-

I. Th e Lion's legs . Genuine. T he two 
nea r legs bo th touch th e inner circle. T he 
back off- leg bears little resemblance to 
a leg. 

Forgery . None of the legs touches the 
inn er circle and th e back off leg looks 
like a leg, and l ike nothing else. 

2 . T of POTSAGE. Genuine. A very 
short top. 

Forgery. A ve ry long top. 
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TIBET-FOR GE RIES OF THE 1912 ISSUE 

THE CO
EDITORIAL 

(Continu ed from P age 276.) 

schola rs but the st anding of all of them as 
gentlemen could be questioned. On the other 
h and , there have been a number of gentle­
men who collected stamps without knowing 
very much about them. Therefore, the 
combination , a gentleman and a scholar, ap­
pears to occur most seldom in philately. 

H.M.G. 
3. //F hite dots in circle around the Lion. 
Genuine. Close together and about 46 
in the whole circle. 

Forgery. More widely spaced, and only 38 
in the circle. These differences are of design , 
and establish a forgery. 

I have another forgery of the 2/3 tranka, 
which is not Type II, and has the correct 
measurements (see (F ig. 3) of the illustra­
tions). In thi s forgery, all four legs touch 
th e inner circle, and the 3rd. Tibetan char­
ac ter after E at 5 o'clock is the wrong char­
acter. This, too, does not fall into Mr. 
H ave rbeck's classifica tion. 

Fig. 3 

I have two more forgeries, one green, one 
blue, showing th e same mistake, i.e. the first 
Tibetan character after T at l l o'clock is 
much too large a rectangle (see (Fig. 4) of 
th e illustration). In the genuine stamp it is 
always small. 

Fig. 4 

These notes , and the accompanying illus­
trations, suggest that there are more forg­
eries of the Tibet 1912 issue th an mentioned 
in Mr. Haverbeck's article. But perhaps 
one has to go to Kathmandu to find them(?) 

In the 1933 issue also, Mr. Haverbeck 
notes there are several forgeries of which 
the salient points are:-( I) the colors are 
not good , (2) the frame lines are poorly 
printed, m most cases appearing as a thick 
single line ra ther than two thin double lines. 
I have a number of forgeries of this issue 
also, many of which show good colors and 
thin double frame lines. But the feature 
common to all values, and which gives the 
best means of recognizing these forgeries, is 

~~r:ri~c.·~~- ;::i 
~'-<'.'Y'!R 

0 ~ ·~,-~ ~ ~'.> ) ' !;I ? 
\...'oC! - . 

I C!5 ~l.'OI.· ,,... .. c"" M 
I g:TT'BE~lt ! 

Fig. 5 

the 6th Tibetan character (above the Lion 's 
tail). The bottom part is definitely angular 

~j" in the genuine stamps, and definitely 

curved ~ in th e forgeries. (Fig. 5) and 

(6) of the illustrations compare the genuine 
with th e forgery. 

Fig. 6 

All philatelic students of this fascinating 
country will be immensely gra teful to Mr. 
Haverbeck for hi s beautifully illustrated 
ar ticl es in th e COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, 
and th e information they con tain . 
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BREMEN 
The British Post Off ice 

By EDWIN MUELLER 
Among the m any interesting problems th at 
postal-historical resea rch still has to solve is 
th e co mp a ratively la rge percentage of " mys­
teri es" conce rning post offices established and 
ope rated by a number of countries on for­
eign soil. There a re three categories of 
such un solv ed problems. The first concerns 
post offices, which acco rding to official docu­
ments ex isted, but from which no postmarks 
or oth e r ev id ence of ac tual operation have 
been found. T o th e second category belong 
post offi ces \\·he re no official docum ents dis­
close their ex iste nce, but postm arks and other 
evidence of ac tu al operation h ave been found. 
In the third ca tego ry are post offices, which 
are suspec ted of havi ng ex isted by st udents 
of posta l hi sto ry. but fo r w hich no postmarks 
o r oth er positive ev id ence of ex istence h ave 
been revea led . This a rticl e deals w ith a 
post office. which up to now belonged to th e 
third ca tego ry, but which now can be tr ans­
ferred defi nitely, based on th e ev id ence pre­
se nted. into th e second catego ry. 

Befo re we go into th e matte r ,,·ith which 
this article dea ls. ,,.e \\'ant to consi der th e 
fact th a t th ere \\'ere actually two quite dif­
ferent kind s of post offi ces on foreign soil , to 
which th e stud ents of postal hi story have 
fa il ed to give th e attention it dese rves. There 
were real post offi ces which functioned almost 
exactly as a post office at home, accepting 
letters and other ma il from th e public, for­
\\'arding th em to their destin ation, receivin g 
mail from hom e and other countries for de­
live ry to the loca l population. In some 
cases, mail in tr ansi t from one post office to 
anoth er was also handl ed. In sha rp contr ast 
to these real post offices were other postal 
institutions also called "post offices" but 
which did not really warrant this name. 
They neither accepted nor delivered mail to 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . xxxr , N
and from th e public. They dealt only with 
other post offices, handling mail obtained 
from them in transit to other post offices. In 
most cases, one of the postal services involved 
was th at of the host country, the other that 
of th e mother country. In such cases the 
post office on foreign te rritory was solely an 
age ncy to fac ilita te the tr ansit of mail from 
th e host co untry to th e mother country or 
vice-versa. Also it ca nnot be called a "post 
office" for the reason th a t, in a la rge num­
her of cases , it was not a real "office" be­
cause a ll fun ctions were executed by a pos tal 
agent di rectl y employed by th e hom e post 
office, working on a temporary foreign as­
signment. Hi s job was to t ake cha rge of the 
mai l addressed to his hom e co untry or in 
transit through it from th e foreign post 
office and see it safely to its destination. Such 
postal agents simply ex tend ed th e operating 
radius of the home post office to the fore ign 
co untries by t aking cha rge of th e mail at the 
point of origin and not merely aft er a rrival 
in the co untry of destinat ion. In th e reverse 
direction , th ey co uld keep possession of the 
mai l after it lef t th e country to see th a t it 
sa fely reached its des tination , where th ey de­
livered it to the foreign postal se rvice. Postal 
admi ni st r ation s with world-wid e interests, 
protecting th e tr ade of th eir country, in th at 
way acted like an octopu s which extended its 
tentacles all over the wo rld . 

The problem which we a re trying to solve 
conce rn s the British post office a t th e Free 
City of Bremen. The only reference we 
find 111 philatelic liter ature is in Robson 
LO\·\'C's "Encyclopaed ia of Briti sh Empire 
Postage Stamps", which on page 278 of Vol­
ume I under th e he ading "Germ any" r e­
marks: " It is probable th at th ere were Brit­
ish P. 0.'s in Bremen and other northern 
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BREMEN-THE BRITISH PosT OFFI CE 
ports; so far only H amburg has been re­
co rded. " Th e Hamburg postmarks, listed 
and pictured, are, aside from a r ather ques­
tionable " HAMBURG " of 1802-03, two 
HAMBU RG markings for paid let te rs, un­
doubtedly of British provenience, used from 
I 859 to 1866. 

The postal co nn ections between the postal 
se rvice of B re men, th e "Stad tpost", and th e 
Genera l Post Office at London were based 
upon a po tal treaty prior to the i suance of 
stamps by the "Stadtpost" . T he letter rate 
''.:as 7sg for each Y, loth (equ al to abou t ~ 
ou nce) . O n April 10, 1855, th e "S tad tpost" 
issued its fi rst postage stamp s, which were 
for domestic mail onl y. The postage on mail 
to fore ign cou ntri es co ntinu ed to be paid in 
cash. Later postage stamps were gradually 
int roduced for use on fore ign mail. On mail 
to Great Britai n and Treland, an amend ed 
posta l trea ty, of June 20, 1859, led to th e 
introduction of stamps. From July 1, 1859, 
th e sin gle letter r ate was reduced to 5sg and 
shortly th ereafter-th e ea rli es t dated copies 
a re from October, 1859-a gree n 5sg stamp, 
equiv alent to J I grate, \\"as issued by th e 
"S tadtpost " . A lmost all lette rs to England 
were fr ank ed w ith si ngle copies of thi s 5sg 
st amp . One of th e few reco rd ed cases of 
two Bremen st amps on a cover to E ngland 
is a registered cover wi th 5sg plus a 5 grate 
stamp, th e latte r cove ring th e registration 
fee . This ra re cove r also is one of the few 
known mixed frankings between st amps in 
grate gold cu rrency and the 5 silbe rgroschen 
and it provided th e clu e in regard to th e 
British post al se rvice a t Bremen. 

Mail from Bremen to England origin ally 
was se nt in transit th rough Belgium vi a O s­
ten de, but on May I , 1860, a direct se rvice by 
stearne rs of the Nor th German Lloyd, a new 
shipping company, es t abli shed only three yea rs 
ea rlier , started to operate between Bremer­
haven, the seaport of Bremen on th e one s id e, 
Hull and London on th e other side. The 
steamers lef t every Monday from Bremer­
haven for Hull and every Thursday for Lon­
don. Mail was accepted at th e Bremen 
"S tadtpost" office until 7 P. M. of the pre­
ceding evening. The letter rate for this new 
se rvice was th e same, 5sg, as for th e m ai l 
route via Ostende which remained in opera­
tion concurrently. In addition · to letter s, 
book packages could now be sent to England 
THE CO
via Brerne rh aven at a reduced r ate of 2Y,sg 
fo r -J. loth , 5sg over 4 lath to 8 lath, 1osg over 
8 lath to r pound and I 5sg over r pound to 
1 Y, pound. This was supplemented from 
J an. 1, 1865, by a reduced rate for samples, 
w hich now pa id 2 grate for each loth , with 
a max imum weight of 15 lath. P ost age was 
divid ed between Bremen and Great Britai n ; 
of th e let ter rate each obtained 2Y,sg. The 
Belgian tr ansit charges for letters via Os­
tende were paid by both count ries in equal 
sh ares. 

The letter on w hich we base our findi ngs 
ahout the British post al service a t Bremen 
was or igi nall y in the Baron A lphonse de 
R othschild collectio n, then sold at a London 
auctio n and fi nally came in the Bremen col­
lection of the late George W. Sieclenburg of 
1 ' ew York, which now belongs to the Col­
lectors Club. T t was mailed on D ecember 
1 5, 1867-only two weeks before the end of 
th e "S tad tpost" as th e sepa rate Bremen post­
al serv ice-at the Bremen "S tadtpost" office, 
a registe red co mm erc ial let ter shee t, sent by 
a Bremen business fir m to a business firm in 
Liverpool. Postage was pa id by a 5sg stamp , 
th e registration fee by a 5 g rate st amp, both 
perforated . The stamps are cancell ed by th e 
usual boxed BREMEN postm ark, with date 
" 15 .12.* 9-10". The cover has other mark­
ings-a reel hand starnp " R egiste red" in an 
octagonal oblong frame , another red hand ­
stamp " P.D. 2Y, Sgr.", w hich shows th e di­
vision of post age between th e Bremen post 
office and th e British post office, and, th e 
mos t important fea ture, a red circle " BREM­
EN / REGISTERED" wi th check letter 
"A " and date " DE 16 / 67", of typical Brit­
ish manu facture and th e same type as used 
by many oth er British post offices . On th e 
back of the letter sheet is an arrival mark­
ing, a red double ci rcle " REGISTERED / 
LIVERPOOL" w ith check letter "A", dated 
" DE 17 I 67". 

If we try to reconstruct th e journey t aken 
by this lette r we a rrive at interesting con­
clusions. The letter was mailed at th e 
" Stadtpost" office on the morning of D ecem­
ber 15, 1867, which was a Sunday. The 
" Stacltpost" cance lled the stamps and stamp­
ed th e octagon al " Registered " as well as 
" P.D. 2Y, Sgr." on the le tter. The evening 
of th e same day, th e letter was handed over 
to th e British post al agent at Bremen, proba-
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BREMEN" - THE BR1T1 SH PosT 0FFTCE 
Registered letter fro m Bremen to Li verpoo l showing registration postmark of the British pos tal 
agent at Bremen. !The Siedenburg Collection , property of the Col lectors Club . I 
hly at the sa me t ime paying to him the Brit­
ish share (z .Y:2 sg) of the postage. The agent 
affixed hi s circu lar handstamp for registered 
letters on the letter and dispatched it by rail­
road to Bremerhaven, wh ence it lef t on i\llon­
day. Decembe r 16, for the +oo mile bo at 
trip to Hull. It arrived th ere on Tuesday , 
December 17. and \Vas forw a rded by rail­
road to its destination, Liverpool , about 100 

miles a \\·ay. It wa s delivered to the ad­
dressee the same day , as is rev ealed by a fil ­
ing note in side the letter. 

The letter, unusual and perhaps unique, 
es t ahlishes beyond doubt , th a t a Briti sh postal 
agent operated a t Bremen. Obviously he did 
not accept any mail from the public, but he 
worked in close coopera ti on with th e "Stad t­
post". It remains to be ascerta in ed why only 
this one cover is known with a British post­
mark of Brem en. The reason seems to be 
that only registered letters . were hand ed to 
the British postal agent singly and were 
handled by him individually, while reg ular 
letters were delivered to him in closed mail 
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sa::ks , which were opened only in London or 
Hull ,,·he re they received the usual " P aid" 
markings for foreign mail. A rather large 
number of unregistered lette rs from Bremen 
to England , which we have examined, partly 
from the same correspondence to Liverpool 
as th e pictured letter, all franked with 5sg 
st amps, show no sign of individual handling 
by the British postal agent at Bremen. We 
can sa fel y assume that he used his hand­
stamp on registered letters only. Possibly he 
had no other handstamp. R egiste red lette rs 
to England, for reasons unknown , a re ex­
tremely rare. We know only the one we 
have described, and also the marking of the 
British postal agent at Bremen is ex tremely 
rare. 

From this meager evidence, it is r ather dif­
ficult to arrive at the proper conclusion as 
to which period of time a British post al 
agent operated at Bremen. The earliest day 
should be May 1 , 1860, when the direct mail 
boat se rvice from Bremerh aven to England 

(Continued on Page 325.) 
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NETHERLANDS INTERN·ATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION, 1952 

By HARRY S. HEYMANS 
This exhibition held in Utrecht, Holland 
from June 28 to July 6, 1952 celebrated The 
Centenary of the issuance of Netherlands' 
first postage stamp in 1852. 

The exhibition was opened officially on 
June 28, 1952 by His Royal Highness Prince 
Bernh ard . But before the opening, a Meet­
ing of Celebration was held in the Monu­
mental H all of Utrecht's Post Office, on the 
same spot where a century ago the first issue 
of th e Netherlands was printed by th e Mint. 

The ce remony started with a H adyn sym­
phony, followed by speeches from the Director 
in C hi ef of the P ostal Services, The P os t­
master General, The C hairman of th e Ne th ­
erlands Phil atelic Society, w hil e th e meeting 
was term in ated by th e Ne th erland s T a tional 
H ym n. 

His R oyal Highness, Prince Bernhard , 
jo in ed the celebration near the end. Then 
all guests and participants were fo llowed by 
the band of the P ost al Administration an d an 
old style P ost Coach throu gh th e narrow 
streets of old U trecht to th e building of the 
U trecht Fair, w here in the Beatrixhall the 
ex hibition was opened . 

At th e open ing, th e firs t mail with the new 
Ce ntenary stamps was fo rwa rd ed by an old 
style postm an on horseback to H. H. Queen 
Juli ana. 

The exhibit in th e la rge hall of th e F air 
Building was mounted in frames , well apart , 
w ith good light in g co ming from the roof and 
th e sid e windows. 

When th e Exhibit was opened to the Pub­
lic at 2 p. m., th e large hall was almost too 
small , as eve ryone wanted to buy th e four 
new stamps, w hich were for sale only at the 
post office in sid e the building. A different 
set of four stamps with th e same design but 
in other colors was on sale in post offices all 
over the country. Each entry ticket permit­
ted th e purchase of one Exhibition set, but 
nobod y was limited to buy only one entry 
ticket , so one could buy as many entry tick­
ets as des ired. 

Over 60,000 visitors had been counted 
when the Exhibit closed on Sund ay, July 6th . 
THE CO
There were 278 E xhibitors from all over 
the world. Although stamps of the Nether­
lands and Colonies were well represented, 
this g roup was certa inly not dominating. 

The Postal Administration showed in 200 
fr ames th e history of the early Postal Serv­
ice, as well as much connected with the P ost­
al Administr ation for the pas t 400 yea rs. 
Also there was an exhibit from th e Postal 
Museum, th e first Nether land s issue in full 
sheets replated, proofs, essays, des igns, as 
well as special cancellations and markings, 
including th e very fine collect ion of A. J. 
W a rren, donated to th e P ostal Museum in 
th e H ague. 

In the Court of Honor were such famous 
coll ections as th at of H. M . Queen Elizabeth 
II , Sir John Wil son (Lond on), stamps from 
Great Britain and Colonies highlighting early 
British Guiana and two copies of the rare 
P ost Office Mauritius. 

The list of th e award winners has been 
,nll publicized in th e philatelic press here 
and abroad so that it will not be repeated. 
Many top honors wen t to members of THE 

COLLECTORS CLUB, such as the well-known 
Latin-American collections of Dr. Clarence 
W. Hennan of Chicago, which agai n ea rned 
a gold medal. 

Out of th e total number of exhibits, th ere 
was a co mparat ively small group of exh ibitors 
from th e U nited States. No prominent 
American philatelist was represented on th e 
Intern ation al Jury. The l ate I ohn H . H all 
had been invited hut was reluctantly unable 
to accept. 

Before closing, some short description 
should be given of th e exhibit show n by the 
Neth erl and s P os tal Museum. It consisted 
of a drawing by Dr. A. V rolyk of the first 
stamp of th e Netherlands, also th e origin al 
drawing by J. W. Kaiser without th e value. 
The proofs in bl ack of the 5c r852 issue and 
colo red proofs of th e 5c, IOc and I 5c as well 
as proofs of th e unissued 2oc were shown. 

The collection of A . J. W arren (1847-
1930) which had been donated to the Post 

(Continued on P age 325.) 
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THE CLUBHOUSE 
The Alfred F. Lichtenstein 
Memorial Awa rd 

The ceremonies inaugurating the Alfred F. 
Lichtenstein Memorial Award took place on 
Saturday, October 18, 1952, with a dinner 
held in New York, N . Y. I ts success was 
beyond expectations, as no doubt most have 
read in the philatelic press, which reported 
this event. 

Due to the fact that the fund solicited is 
still receiving contributions, no final report 
to members can be given at this time. It is 
planned, therefore, to treat this plus all the 
inaugural ceremonies in the next number of 
the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. 

But as an interim report , it must be re­
corded that the response from the Club's 
members through their contributions has 
greatly exceeded the total amount antici­
pated. This is remarkable because the so­
licitation of funds had been done by only one 
or two letters at the most and very little 
publicity. This can only be attributed to the 
revered standing of the name of Alfred F. 
Lichtenstein in philately. Many contributors 
throughout the U nitetl States and in foreign 
lands, when mailing their donations, specifi­
cally mentioned that they were proud and 
pleased to participate in a Memorial Award 
in honor of the one whom they regard as 
such a great philatelist in an overall sense. 

Th eodore E. Steinway was the recipient of 
the first medal , a most appropriate selection 
to all who know of the close friendship be­
tween Messrs. Lichtenstein and Steinway, 
and how as a pair they continually served 
philately as almost its unsung heroes. 

Meeting of September 17, 1952 

Guatemala 

The first gathering of the 1952-1953 sea­
son of the Collectors Club, was held at the 
Club Rooms on the evening of September I 7, 
1952. 
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Immediately following the call to order by 
President Jacob Glaser, all of the 52 who 
were present, including six guests, joined in 
a moment of silent prayer in memory of those 
distinguished philatelists who have recently 
departed,-] ohn H. Hall, Otto W. Friedl 
and Walt er McCoy. 

All present were then requested to congre­
gate in the newly refinished room on the 
third floor , which Richard S. Bohn proceed­
ed to dedicate as the Joseph S . Rich Room. 

It was completely redecorated in honor of the 
late Joseph S. Rich , by his well-known son, 
Steph en G. Rich, with the help and coopera­
tion of President Glaser; the Library Com­
mittee headed by Julian Gros, with Malcolm 
O'Reilley and Albert Higgins, who did yeo­
man work in preparing this room. The new 
filing shelves contain a wealth of books, cata­
logues and items-all of historical interest­
and the new light fixtures make it a very 
pleasa nt spot to pursue research work or 
just occasional delving into the past. 

Vice President John J. Britt reported 
briefly on the progress made toward the 
Alfred F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award Din­
ner. All were urged to support this im­
portant philatelic event. Surprisingly good 
response has been attained , especially from 
the non-resident and foreign members. 

The meeting was then turned over to Ed­
win E. E lkins , Chairman of the Program 
Committee, who introduced Joseph M andos, 
President of the International Society of 
Guatemala Collectors. Mr. Man dos spoke 
most intelligently on his beautiful collection 
of Guatemala, showing page by page all 
types of rare covers, proof and die essays, and 
stampless covers dating back as far as the 
sixteenth Century. A wealth of detail was 
presented, including many die essays and die 
proofs of definitive issues from the 1871 
"firsts" up through the issues as late as 
1926. This d isplay was philatelic as opposed 
to a conglomeration, being a fitting send-off 
for the Collectors Club's 1952-53 season. 

E. G. C. 
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THE CLUBHOUSE 
Meeting of O ctober 1, 1952 

U . S. 1851's and Bo er War Material 

At th e second meeting of the 1952-53 sea­
son, fifty-six members and visitors had the 
pleasure of he aring two interes ting t alks and 
displays on widely separated fields of 
phil ately. 

Before th e speakers began, however, Mr. 
J ohn J. Britt r eported on th e great support 
so far accorded th e Alfred F. Lichtenstein 
M emorial Award. It was th en announced 
th at Mr. H. D. S . Haverbeck was th e new 
C hai rm an of the Program Committee. Mem­
bers were urged to send their program sug­
gestions to him. 

The fi rst display was selections from a 
coll ection of United States 3c 1851-57, 
formed by Alfr . A be Rubel, Jr . Two speak­
ers comm ented on it, Mr. Hicks of Phil a­
delphia, and Mr. Sylvester Colby. 

The material shown was mainly covers, 
classified accord ing to cancell ations, and in­
cluded a fine lot of R ai lroads, Express, Ter­
ritorial and Colored Cancels, also College 
Covers, Valentines, Multiple rates, Ship 
cove rs and so on. Among the st amps th ere 
were included complete reconstructions of 
both panes of plates V and VII. Altogether 
it was a fi ne showing of phil atelic interest. 

The second display was by M1·. St ephen 
G. Rich. Mr. Rich prefaced hi s t alk by 
presenting to th e President of the Coll ectors 
C lub M r. Jacob S. Glaser, on behalf of the 
SPA, an honorary Souvenir Pla te celebrat­
ing th e occasion of th e SPA's 58th Conven­
tion, 'Nhich was held in August, 1952 in New 
York. 

Turning to his material, Mr. Rich launched 
into th e "Melange" of the Boer W a r I ssues. 
H e described them as neither "fish, fl esh nor 
fow l". The various issues are quite com pli­
cated , and fa il partly in th e 19th Century and 
partly in th e 20th Century. The stamps in­
volved include those of Transvaal, Natal, 
Cape of Good Hope, Orange Free State and 
th e Bechu analands. Much of the territory 
changed hand s several times between the 
British and Boer Armies. They are over­
printed by the besieged and besieging forces. 
In at leas t two instances " local" st amps were 
prepared for use in bes ieged towns. 

As usual, Mr. Rich 's remarks were inter-
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esting and illuminating. H e dealt with a 
difficult and complicated subject but in his 
present ation he brought out many parallel­
isms with our own Civil War, show ing the 
manner in w hich th e Boer W ars progressed 
and what happened to some of th e personali­
ties involved. 

The conclusion related to a display of pris­
oner of war cove rs from Boer prisoners w ho 
had been sent to widely scattered ramps in 
Ceylon, St. H elena and Bermud a. 

E.G. C. 

At the meeting of th e Boa rd of Governors 
held on September 2+, th e following new 
members were elected: 

No. 
3050 Vince nt Lopez, New York City. Col­

lects Air Mai ls, and all Stamps from 
1940. 

3051 Benjamin F . Jumper, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Collects Postal Stationery, Mexico. 

3052 Manuel Galvez, Madrid, Spain. Col­
lects Spain and Colonies, Air Mail, 
Proofs. 

3053 S. Sanford Engel, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Collects Middle Eas t, Palestin e, I srael. 

3054 Theodora Marie K och, H oboken, N. J. 
Collects General, Topicals,- 1\/Iusic, 
History. 

3055 James B. Helme, J r. , M.D., Brooklyn, 
N . Y. Collects. P anama, U. S. Com­
memor atives. 

:w56 Pitt Petri , Lake View, N. Y. Col­
lects U . S. Postal History, especially 
Western New York. 

3057 Richa rd H. Leach , Evanston , Ill. Col­
lects G reat Britain , France & Colonies, 
U.S . 

3058 Louis D. Kugelman, Toledo, Ohio. 
Collects Czecho-Slovakia. 

3059 Alan Ascher, Fleet P. 0 ., N. Y. Col­
lects U. S. General. 

The Library Commi ttee reports the fol­
low ing acqu isit ions: 

"Australi an Commonwealth Postage Stamps" 
by H. Marshall Cummins. 

"L es E nti e rs Postaux de Belgiqu e, Congo 
Beige et Luxembourg" by Societe Beige 
de L 'En ti er P ostal 1949· 
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"The 1 d King George V Australian Com­
monwealth Stamps" by D. M. Neil 1947. 

"Memori al Phil atelique. Ce que disent les 
Timbres . Pt. IV L'I talie " by Gustave 
Bertrand. 

"Memori al Phil atelique. Ce que disent Les 
Timbres. Pt. VII-3 La France de 18+9 
a 1900" by Gustave Bertr and. 

" Les 1\1 arques P ostales de la Grande Armee" 
Edi tion Jacques Lafitte 19+8. 

"Postal History of the Falkland Islands" by 
Richard W. Bagshawe. R eprin t-"The 
Polar Record". 

" Notes on t11e P ostal Histo ry of Canada 
From 1760 to Confede ration in 1867" by 
W. E. Durant H allid ay. 

" Notes on the Early Cancell ations of New 
Zealand " by Dr. K. J . L. Scott. 

"Consu lar Offices in Japan" by Robson Lowe 
1947. 

"The Development of th e P os tage l\ilete r Ma­
chines of the United States" by W alter 
l\ I. S\\"an. 

" Stamp Co ll ecting for All " by Stanley 
Phillips. 

"King George V 1 Y, d Die 2 Stamps of th e 
Comm om,·ea lth of Australia" by Gordon 
W a rd M.D. 

"U RUGUAY- Sellos 10, 15 v 20 C ts. Emisi­
on del 1 o de E nero de 1866 (Tipos y 
Subtipos)" by J ose Romon Seijo. 

" Grand Ca talogue Special Illustre des Tim­
bres de Belgique et du Congo Beige" by 
Willy Belasse and Andre de Cock 1935. 

" Catalogue WILLY BALASSE Belgique et 
Co ngo Beige" Tome II 19.J.9· 

" Cvorus. I ts P os tal History and P ostage 
Stamps" by W ilfri d T. R. Cas tle. 

"Ti ll aeg H andbog Over D anm arks Staal­
stukn e F r imae rker" by A. Tholl & Mo­
gens Juhl. 

"Danm arks Jernbanefrimaerker 1865-19+7" 
by R einhold Jen sen. 

"Dafrank o. Danske Frankoafstemplinger 
fra P ostkontorog H ijemmefrankerin gs­
maskiner" by E. OHlhues. 

" Danmarks K ataloge t ( DAKA ) Tavler" by 
J. Schmidt-Andersen. 

"Danm a rk s K ataloget ( DAKA) " bv J. 
Schmidt-And ersen and Flemming R onn e. 

"J ulemaerkerkatalog" Stella Vorlag. 
" H andbog Over D an ma rks Staalstukne Fri­

mae rker 1933- 19+8" by Mogens Juhl. 
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" Danish P ostal Booklets-Danmarks Fri­
mae rkehef te" by A. Tholl and Mogens 
Juhl. In D anish and English. 

" R. A . D e Villard and the Stamps of China" 
by L yons F. Livingston. Reprint "C. C. P. 
J anu a ry 1949." 

"The Government D ockwra ( 1683-1794)" by 
J. K . Sidebottom. 

"S laegten G lucksbo rgs pa Frimaerker. The 
Glucksborg Line on Stamps" compiled by 
Meinert Ruben; text by Sivard Gunst. 

" De Danske Brevsamlingss templer" by P , 
Thomassen. English R esume by R . King­
Fa rl ow. 

" L ' Union P ostale- Sept. 1942. How Postage 
Stamps a re made in the Printing Office 
of th e French Post , T eleg raph and Tele­
phone Administration" by M. Pouget. 

"Catalog VIII of H ans L age rloef's D ona­
ti ons to th e Swedish P ostal Museum 1948-
49". 

"St anley G ibbons' Postage Stamp Catalogue 
1953. P art I British Empire (Compl ete)". 

"The Commonweal th Specialists' Catalogue. 
Thirteenth Ed ition 1951 " published by 
Orio-Smith. 

"The P ostage Stamps of the Falkland I sl­
ands" by B. S. H. G rant. 

"United Sta tes Stampless Cove r Catalogue 
1952 Edi ti on" by H arry M. K onw iser. 

"Zumstein Europa K atalog 1953". 
" Que sais-J e ?" H istoi re des Postes jusqu'a 

la R evolution by Eugene Vaille. 
"Que sais-je ?" Histoi re des P os tes depuis la 

R evolution by E ugene Vaille. 
"Que sais-je ?" Histoire du Timbre-P oste by 

Eugene Vaille. 
" L e l\!J usee Postal a Travers la France" by 

L e M usee Postal de France. Text by 
Eugene Vaille. 

" Le l\II usee P ostal de France" Text by Eu­
gene Vaille. 

" Poste de Timbre-Poste-Centenaire du 
Timbre-Poste Franca is 18+9" by various 
autho rs. 

" Histoi re Generale des P ostes Francaises 
des Origines a la Fin du Moyen Age" 
Tome I by Eugene Vaille . 

" Histoire Generale des Postes Francaises de 
Louis XI a la Creation de la Surintend­
ance Generale des Poste" Tome II by 
Eugene V aille. 
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" Histoire Generale des P ostes Francaises de 
la Reforme de Louis XIII a la omma­
tion de LOUVOIS a la Surintendance 
Generale des Postes 1630- 1668" Tome III 
by Eugene Vaille. 

" Histoi re Generale des Postes Francaises. 
Louvois, Surintendant General des Postes 
1668-1691" Tome IV by Eugene Vaille. 

" Histoi re Generale des Postes Francaises. 
L a Ferme Generale et le Groupe P ajot­
R ouill e ( 1691-1738)" Tome V by Eugene 
Vaille. 

"Le Cabinet N oir" by Eugene Vaille. 
"Sellos de Chile-Catalogo VARGAS 1952" 

by Victor Vargas. 
"S tanl ey Gibbons Color Guide for Stamp 

Coll ectors" by Stanley Gibbons. 

The fo ll owi ng have been rece ived from the 
Aero Philatelists: 

" Historica l Air Mail Catalogue"-1930 (K. 
Lissiuk Phil. Co.) 

"Air Mail Stamps 1933"-Sanabria 
" Sanabria 's Air P ost Catalogue 1944" 
British Air Mails. Baldwin-1947 
The Specialized Catalogue of Canad ian Mails 

by Tan Morgan 
The Air Mai l and Pigeon P oste of ew 

Z ealand-193 1 
Musson's Ai r Mail Catalogue Pt. I. Europe 

19+8 
] . Stephen's Airgraph and V. Mail Catalogue 

1948 
British Coloni al Stamps in Current Use. 

Sept. 1949 
Catalogue de Timbres-Poste Aerienne­

France & Colonies J. Foret 1947 
L a France d'Outre-Mer et la Philatelie-

1950 
Catalogue des Etiquettes Aeropostales-1947 
Catalogue de la Poste Aerienne--J ean Silom­

bra 1945-47-50-52 ed itions 
Les Aerogrammes de France-Paul Maincent 
Catalogue de Poche de la P oste Aerienne par 

Series-1951 Henri Trachtenberg 
Aerophilatelie-1ere Annee No. l J anvier­

Mars 1952 
P a r Avion "Constell ation"-R evue de P oste 

Aerienne N o. 3, M ars 19+8 
"Prinet'' Catalogue of Belgium ... 
Ca talogo Landmans 1948 P osta Aerea ltali­

ana 
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L andm ans 1946 Italia e Colonie, Can M ari­
no-V aticano 

Landmans 1949 I Francobolli d ' ltali a 
Catalogo de lie ca rtoline e vignette ufficiali e 

semi-ufficiali di posta aerea italiana. G. 
L andm ans (1847-1948) 

Catalogo de Sellos Aeros with Album-Peru 
Galvez Catalogo de Sellos de Espana-1950 

and 195 1 edi tions 
Galvez Catalogo Especial de Colonias espa­

nolas 1950-1951 ed itions 
Ca talogo H evia 1950, 1951 , 1952 (de Sellos 

de Espana) 
Mueller's Liechtenstein ( Schweiz) K ata log 

1948 
Kata log fur schwe ize ri sche Flugpostsachen 

19+7· In French and German 
"Oes terreichi sche Brief ma rken Zeitung-Ge­

schichte der Osterreichischen Flugpost 
Mai 19+8 

Die Europaische Luftpost-W. H. Siegmeier 
H andbuch der Luftpostkunde by A. Bere­

zowski 
U niversal Post-a bulletin for friends and 

customers of Erich Haide, British Z one, 
Germany. 
I. Special number-Check to Forgers Feb. 

I, 1948 
2. Same as one but date is June l, 1948 

Schach den Falschungen 1932 (A Schroeder) 

SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR 

NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 1952. 

November 19 Display from the Smithsonian 

Institution's Stamp Materi­

al by Frank lin R. Bruns, Jr. 

- The Philatelic Curator. 

December 3 Philate lic Foundat ion - Luff 

Refe rence Mate r i a I by 

W inthrop S. Boggs. 

17 Club Competition-Members 

to show 20 pages from 

their collection. 

There have been several changes, caused 
by death and resignation in the Board of 
Governors and Trustees. This is shown by 
the new appointments which appear in the 
compl ete listing on th e next page-323. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Post Always Runs A Story of the Brit­
ish Post Office, by E. G. Ardouin, London, 
The Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly, 1952. 
45pp., num. II I. Price 3sh.6d. 

After an introduction dealing briefly with 
postal services back in Biblical, Persian, 
Greek and R oman times, the author presents 
a survey of messenger services and routes 
star ting from th e reign of King Henry I. 
(IIoo-1 135), th e gradual extension of these 
during th e fo llowing cen turies, the attitude 
of th e various English ru lers to th e improve­
ment of postal conditions, and th e work of 
postmasters. Mr. Ardouin then described 
the introduction of handstamps, th e first 
st amp th e Penny Black, and the modern air 
mail. 

This booklet is useful only as a general 
introduction to British Postal History, but is 
superficial when compared to the more com­
prehensive works published in the British and 
American phi late lic press on this subject. 

Paul P. Lindenberg 

An Introdu ction to th e Study of the King 
George V ,0 d. Die 2 Stamps of th e Com­
monwealth of Australia, by Gordon Ward, 
M.D. , (London ). Published by Orio Smith 
& Co., Melbourne, 55pp., numerous ill. and 
diagrams. No price given. 

The postage stamps of Australia have from 
their beginning been th e subject of very in­
tensive r esea rch work. T his was due to the 
fac t th a t th e " K ing's Head" design, in use 
from 1914 to 1937, gradually underwent 
countless changes of dies, shades, water­
marks, perforations, thickness of paper and 
gum, w hich have become the delight of the 
Australian specialis t , although criticized by 
othe rs as " minutia". 

It must have t aken a tremendous amou nt 
of time and labor to enable the author to 
compile all the data, to locate all the flaws, 
cliche varieties, re-entries, damages, wh ich 
fi nally accu mul ated into an amazingly large 
quantity. The drawings by Mr. W ard are 
excellen t, his publication is anoth er instance 
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of high stand a rd and intensive special ty re­
search on st amp production. 

Paul P. Lindenberg 

Sanabria's Air Post Catalog, 1953 Edition . 
Published by Nicolas Sanab ri a Co., Inc. , New 
York , N. Y. , ~96 pp. C loth bound. Price 
$05. 

With the modern , popular trend towards 
specia lizi ng ra th er th an coll ecting generally, 
it fo ll ows that more catalogs wi ll be offe red 
devoted to a single branch of philately. It 
is true, of co urse, th at in the lead ing coun­
tries of the world, each produces a gene ral 
catalog. But more and more the specialists 
have not found th em to th eir satisfaction be­
cause many items coll ected a re omitted from 
a genera l ca talog. 

In this country we began to produce spe­
ciali zed catalogs some years ago. The num­
ber h as been increasing. But more important, 
so has th e quality. The above is th e 16th 
ed it ion of the Sanabria air mai l ca t alog and , 
in our opinion, the very best yet. It has about 
everything for the a ir mail collector. First 
of all , the stamps are priced three ways: 
mint, used and on cover. Then all th e many 
stamps that saw public se rvice such as the 
Colombia Scadtas a re listed and priced. 
Semi-Official stamps as well as Official 
Stamps with perforated initials are included. 
Aero-postal stationery, post cards and ai r 
letter shee ts a re in Sanabria. And finally, 
one has Essays, Proofs, Presentation Sheets, 
Souvenir Sheets, specimen stamps and postage 
stamps created especially for an air mail rate 
(A ir R a te stamps) are all listed and priced. 

This ca talog has informative text notes and 
each country's currency is not on ly stated but 
its present equivalent in U nited States Dol­
lars has been added. Furth ermore, all text 
about dates of issue, method of printing, per­
forations, the printer, the designer and such 
data of philatelic interest h ave been cor­
rec ted, r ev ised and expand ed. 

T he catalogue is unabridged , including 
even such mys te rious items as th e 1948-9 
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BREMEN 

The British Post Office 

(Continu ed from Page 317.) 

st arted . But it could be several yea rs later, 
possibly as late as 1867. The Briti sh postal 
service must h ave ended not later than De­
cember 31, 1867, when the separate postal 
ad ministration of Bremen ceased . The post­
a l service of the North German Confedera­
tion which took over all postal services at 
Bremen on January I , I 868, closed not only 
the Bremen "S tadtpost" but also all foreign 
mail services. We can be reason ably sure 
that no British postal agent was allowed to 
function at Bremen after that date. 
NETHERLANDS 
(Continued from Page 318.) 

Museum was on display. Its highlights were 
the reconstructed plates of the 5c and IOC 

almost complete and the I 5c complete. 
Postal History, illustrated with items about 

the old postman on horseback, with coaches, 
ship mail from the middle ages to th e pres­
ent, were on exhibit. In add ition many 
stampless covers with interesting markings 
were in the frames, the Postal Regulations 
of 17 53 , Postal Orders during Na pol eon 
Rul e, and many other historical phil atelic 
documents were exhibited. 

The Exhibit was considered one of the best 
held on the European Continent in recent 
years. 
Indonesia se ts, whose public franking rights 
never have been satisfactorily established. 

The pricing is on the whole accurate with 
an attempt to show a close relation to market 
values. Of course, some prices will be ques­
tioned, but by and large the 1953 Sanabria 
prices for air mail m aterial should be stan­
dard for values in this country. 

This ca talogue is popular priced, well 
printed, amply illustrated, indexed and , most 
essential , easy to handl e and use. 

H.M.G. 

Till' Channel Islands , Their Postal History , 
Stamps and Postal Markings. By William 
Newport, F.R.G.S. Edited by H. Garratt­
Adams & Co. , Elmdon Grange, Elmdon , Bir­
mingham. Price 5sh. 66 pages, ca. 70 ill. 

The au th or of thi s booklet is to be admi red 
for having compiled practically every bit of 
information concerning both the general and 
the philatelic history of those tiny islands off 
the north ern coast of France, which repre­
sen t th e last remnant of British power that 
once had stretched over more than half of the 
old kingdom of France. 

Its Postal History, prior to the introduc­
tion of postage st amps, the postmarks used 
then and la ter at th e various town-sub-and­
branch-offices, ship letter markings, Field 
Post cancellations, the very popular French 
markings, as well as introduction and usage 
of the Occupation Issues during World War 
II, are all comprehensively described. Also 
included are descriptions of the Herm Isl and 
Locals and the local revenue issues. 

Unfortunately a good map of the islands 
is missing, which in our opinion would have 
been a help to the reader. 

Paul P. Lindenberg 

Stamp Collecting for All. By Stanley Phil­
lips. Edited by Stanley Gibbons Ltd., Lon­
don, W. C. 2, sixth edition, 62 pages with 
numerous ill. No price given. 

One of th e more experienced British deal­
er-philatelists, the editor of the Gibbons 
Catalogue, gives both the beginner and the 
more advanced collector , a high ly interesting 
guide on how to sea rch for details in order to 
ca talogue and identify correctly every post­
age stamp in th e world. Countless bits of 
information are compiled with regard to 
printing, the design, varie ties of perforations, 
overprints, surcharges, errors, mounting and 
arranging of material. Even the expe rienced 
philatelist wi ll find here hints on cer t ain 
points of which he may not be aware. The 
ti tie is well chosen. 

Paul P. Lindenberg 
O. 6 325 
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YOU CAN'T COLLECT A IR§TAMP§ 

without SANA,BRIA 
THE AIR POST CATALOG 

1953 
EDITION 

fully revised - accurate - concise - complete 

This most useful and unique publ icat ion is ready now. 

PRICE $4.75 POSTPAID 

"Sanabria's Air Post & British Empire News" 
an illustrated quarterly - containing additions to the catalog and news of Empire stamps -

$1 .00 a year, post free. 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC. 
A. ME DAWAR, President 

521 Fifth Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 
FACT§ ABOUT §ELLING YOUR §TAMP§ 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections . 

e We have been conducting sales for over 25 years and our effi­
cient, up to date , PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the maxi­
mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms . Liberal ad­
vances pending sale . Expert supervision of all material by 
experienced phi I ate Ii sts . 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila­
telic Propert ies privately. where this method is preferred . Our 
advice, backed by over 25 years of ethical dealing is at your 
service . 

e We are also prepared to purchase fpr cash Collections , Ac­
cumulations , Rarities , etc . 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY CIVEN 

IRWIN HEIMAN, Inc~ 2 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

£ Telephone: LUxemburg 2-2393 
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LI. s. PRICE LI ST 
OUR 68 PAGE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES : 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

You r Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
W ill Be Apprec ia ted . 

JOHN A. FOX 
116 N ASS AU STREET, N. Y. C ., 7, NEW YORK 
$mil~ J.anw.ua 

SPECIALTY 
ALBUMS 
cover the world , 

providing spaces for all 
major-number stamps. 

Full Album 
Great Britain , British Europe & Oceania ................. ................. . ..... $ 13 .00 
British America ...... .... .. .. ........ ... ..... ...... . .. ...... ..... .. .. . .... . ... .. ..... .. .... 12.00 
British North America (pages only) .................. ... .......... ..... ... ..... .. l .SO 
British Africa ............ .. . ......... ............. .. ... .... ......... . ....... ..... ... .. ...... . 13 .00 
British Asia ........................... .... ... ... ... ... .. ... . ... ....... ..... . ............. ... . l 3.00 
Germany & Colonies .. .................................. .. .... ...... ....... ... ........ .. 13 .00 
France & Colonies (2 binders ) .. ... ... ... ... .... .... ...... ..... ....... ..... .. .... . .. 21.00 
Northern Europe ... .... ......... ... . ... ..... .. .... ................ .. .... . .. .... ...... ..... 9 .00 
South America (2 b inders) .. .. ..... ... .... . ........... ... . .... .. ........ .... .. ... ... 24 .00 

Supplement 
# 14 $1.2S 
# 14 1.00 
# 13 .so 
# 14 l .SO 
#14 3 .00 
# 13 l.SO 
# 14 2 .2S 
# 11 .so 
#14 2.2S 

There are 15 other titles in this series. Please order from your dealer. 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, Inc., 1 W. 47th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 
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SPAIN 

• 
I am now breaking up a 

wonderful collection of the 

early issues of Spain which 

includes the principal rarities. 

Enquiries invited. 

DOUGLAS BOTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent, 

N'ewlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
VIT THE COLL
FINE- COLLE CTIONS 

flnuJ..Jud JJll Spocio.Liµd 
can be sold advantageously 

in our 

Monthly Auctions 
well known for their careful de­
scri ptions and for the good prices 
realized . Favorable dates for early 
1953 sales still available . We are 
also cash buyers for fi ne collections 
and ra re sing le items . 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Ave. (at 44th St.) 

New York 36, N. Y. 
T elephon es: MU2-7106 a nd 2-6976 

Cable a ddr ess: MER CST AMP NE W Y ORK 
Be sure to stop by and 
visit with us 

at the 

National Postage Stamp Show 
71 st Regiment A rmory 

34th St. & Park Ave. 

Nov. 21st, 22nd and 23rd 

BOOTH NO. 1 

Material of great interest to a ll 
Philate lists will be avai lable at 

reasonable prices. 

Penny Black Stamp Co. 
S. L. Bayer, Prop. ~ 
116 Nassau St. ~ 

Est. 1912 
New York 38 
Th e F ifth Edition of 

HARRY M. KONWISER' S 

TAMPLE§§ 
COVER 

CATALOGUE 
will be ready for delivery on 

or about 

September 15th, 1952 

PRICE $ 3 .00 

Order now and receive 

Autographed Copy. 

szlvesler col/,1 
INCORPORATED 

505FIFTH AVENUE·NEW YORI< 17 
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Telephone COrtlandt 7- 5536 

UNITED STATES 
and 

FOREIGN 

POSTAGE STAMPS 
for 

COLLECTORS 

AUCTION SALES HELD 

RECULARLY 

EUGENEN. CO§TALE§ 
99 Nassau Street 

New York 7 , N. Y. 
MEMBER: A.P.S., A.S.D.A., A.A.M.S., B.I.A., 

COLLECTORS CLUB, S.P.A., E tc. 
I 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXXJ, NO.
for CASH or for 
AUCTION SALE 

Collections, Dealers' Stock 
Lots , Rarities , Airmails, 

Your stamps can be turned into cash by 
means of our most thorough wholesale and 
auction activities. Your material is brought 
to the attention of an active and buy-minded 
clientele BUILT UP OVER A PERIOD OF 
MORE THAN 25 YEARS in business em­
bracing customers throughout the world. 

Please write and tell us 
what you have to sell . 

Auction Catalogue Free on R equest 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 PARK RO·W - SOUTH TOWER 

Telephone : BA 7-3830 
----------------------------~·_/ 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SOMETIME every collector wants 
some special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos-

sible price; he wants to buy a gr eat 
rarity or an unusual g r oup of s tamps, 
not to be found in dealers' r egular 
stocks; he wants r e liable information 
abo ut his philatelic affairs. Just su ch 
ser vice is the sole function of J . C. 
Morgen t hau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
sion , for collectors who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of th em in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal a r e examined wi thout cost ( except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 
are charged only on completed trans­
actions. If yo u want to buy or sell .. . 

Always Ask . Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc. l 

114 Liberty St., New York 17, N. Y. 
SIS SONS 
NEW 1952 

tB. rz. a. CaialfJq 
A Complete 44 Page Specialized 
Listing of CANADA, NEWFOUND­
LAND and THE PROVINCES In­
cludes MI NT & USED BLOCKS, 
PLATE BLOCKS, REVENUES, STA­
TIONERY, 0 . H. M. S. ETC. 

PRICE 25c 
(REFUNDABLE ON ORDER OF 

$2 .00 OR OVER ) 

J. N. SISSONS 
59 Wellington W. 

Toronto 1, Canada 
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THE 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

OF EMPIRE 

POST AGE ST AMPS 
Volume I 

Great Britain 
and 

Possessions in Europe 
The first edition ( 1947) was sold out in less 
than three months. The second printing was 
sold out within a year of the book appearing. 

THE THIRD EDITION NOW IN THE 

COURSE OF PRINTING 

will be ready in November, 1952 

The price will be $6 , postage 1 Sc. 

This volume will be approximately 450 pages 
and will contain n early 200 pages of informa­
tion which is unobtainable elsewhere as well as 
the vital facts appertaining to and value of 
every handstruck and adhesive stamp (with 
essays, proofs. SPECIMEN overprints, varieties, 
blocks, covers, forgeries) issued for postage and 
the carriage of mail. The British European 
possessions have been much enlarged on the 
lines followed in Volume III which was pub­
lished in 1951. To obtain the library necessary 
to give one the same facts, som e £140 would 
have to be expended. 

SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY 

ROBSON LOWE Ltd. 
Philatelic Publishers 

50 PALL MALL 
LONDON, S. W. I 

Telephone: TRAfalgar 4034 

Cables: "Stamps, London" 

AM ERICAN AGENT: 

Carl Pelander 
545 Fifth Avenue 

NEW YORK 17, NEW YORK 
THE COLL
of the 

Extensive stock to fill 

your wants. 

REGULAR 

Public Auctions 
Catalogue free for your asking. 

MAX BLOCH 
505 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 17, N. Y. 
JULIARD'S 
51ampA bf ~mJihj 

CATALOGUES 
From Classics to Early XXth. 

1 llustrated , with net prices 

AND FULL GUARANTEE 

1st 1953 Issue Available 

Free copy on request 

ALEX S. JULIARD 
"Green Acres" 
NARBERTH , PA. 
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Collectors Club Handbooks 

The Postage Stamps and Postal History of 

TIBET 
By 

HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK 

53 Pages • • • 131 Illustrations 

PRICE $1.50 

The Postage Stamps of 

NEPAL 
46 Pages ••• 60 Illustrations 

PRICE $1.50 

CUMULATIVE INDEX 
Vols. 1 Thru 30 (1922-1951) 

Collectors Club Philatelist 
PRICE $1.00 

The Collectors Club 
22 East 3 5 Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 



November Auctions 
<Jn Sllh $lMJd 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

November 10, 11, 12, 13 

VALUABLE UNITED STATES 
including the major portion of the "L. K. Mulford" Collection, the 
"Eugene Cooper" Collection, the "Dr. t.auder W. Jones" collection of, 
chiefly, classic covers, a further portion ot "The Stamps of Y. Souren". 

A great 1675-lot auction. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 

November 24, 25, 26 

The '~Jules Wacht" Collection of Air Post covers (except British Com­
monwealth) , and used Air Post stamps, a collection of mint Air Post, 
and a fine selection of United States and General Foreign. 

AND LATER 

The General Collection by order of Dr. Irwin P. Levi of Anniston, 
Alabama ; a 75-volume General Collection received from England; a 
further General Collection with particular emphasis on recent issues; 
a group of United States re-issues and special printings ; etc., etc. 

ENSURE THAT YOU RECEIVE CATALOCUES OF THESE AND FUTURE 

OUTSTANDING H. R. HARMER AUCTIONS BY WRITINC NOW TO 

D. B. Darmer!t lne. 
Predominant in Philatelic Auctioneering 

32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 
NEW YORK LONDON SYDNEY 




