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Better Supplier ! Better Collection !

We have been specializing in
unusual Errors and Varieties for
more than 40 years.

Thanks to our old accumulations,
we are able to supply even ad-
vanced specialists.

Lately, we have added to our
stock Die Proofs, some-only a few
exist) Trial Colors, Artist Drawings
(unique) French  Communities,
Monaco, etc., both Airmails and
Topicals.

Requests and Want Lists are
welcome. Individual selections will
be made without obligation—Con-
venient Terms.

We are interested in buying
fine AIRMAILS, ERRORS, COV-
ERS, COLLECTIONS, etc.

COLOMBIA

1959—50th Anniv. First-Air Stamp
(C347/8—5411,2)

Stamp Centen, (C351/4-—-5384/7)

1960—Humbold (C357/9—5415/7)

Independ. (C377,/85—5436/44)

Painting (C387—5446)
ECUADOR

1958 —Eucharistic Congress, unsevered
horizontal pair of sheets (€C330—5413)

1959—El Telegrafo (C342—-5425)
1960—Bridge Juntas (CI67—5451)
1961—G. Moren (C387—5471)

These are a few offerings of scarce
imperforates (only one sheet of each be-
lieved to exist), very limited supply on
hand — Prices on request!
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UNITED STATES
Washington, D. C. 1918 First Flight
Maii Flew To Philadelphia & New York May 16, 1918

Elsewhere in this number, Mr. Kendall C. Sanford again writes about a
possible mistake on the design of the 10-cent 1968 air mail commemorative
stamp issued for the 50th anniversary of the first U. S, air mail service (Scott
(74). What about the colors on the tail of the Jenny plane that first flew
the mail in 1918? Were they correetly depicted 50 years later in the 1968
stamp ?

A Flock of GAMA Written Mistakes

It a mistake had been made with the design, this happens to be one out of
many. [ have kept a file, trying to contain about everything written last year
for GAMA (shortened name used for the Golden Jubilee Anniversary of Air
Mail). There are many articles from stamp papers and journals, U.S. Post
Office Department releases, reports in newspaper stamp columns, newspaper
articles, popular magazine stories and two books. In most all eases, the authors
are journalists, not philatelists: a few are students of early aviation.

Also, the 1968 writers, with few exceptions, appear not to be familiar with
the stamps and covers since they had been issued and used in 1918.'. This lack
of philatelic experience and knowledge resulted in a number of **boo-boos.™
Perhaps leading the parade was the U. 8. Post Office Department press releases
that ecalled the 1918 plane a **Jenney,”” after 50 yvears incorreetly adding an
" to the Jenny. Not many stamp writers eaught this *“boo-hoo’" and cor-
rected it. Even the respeeted **New York Times' wrote about the **Jenney."

Consequently, the newer collector interested in the U.S. 1918 air mail
stamps and covers could possibly be misled and now have mueh false informa-
tion that should be pointed out and then set straight. In a future artiele, T
plan to do this.

Washington, D.C. First Trip Covers

From a philatelie point of view, whether the 1918 plane’s tail eolors were
red, white and blue, or reversed in the 1968 design is interesting but not of
great philatelie and postal history significance. There is a far more important
matter; this coneerns the covers cancelled Washington May 15, 1918 First Trip
(Figures 1-2-3).

There has been a difference of opinion about these covers. Some maintain
the May 15, 1918 Washington, D.C. mail was sent to New York and Philadelphia
by train late in the afternoon of that same day, after the plane had erash-
landed just a few miles outside of Washington. On the other hand, for 50 years,
most air mail specialists accepted the statements in some of the speeialized air
post eatalogues that the covers cancelled May 15, 1918 in Washington, D.C.
were flown to Philadelphia and New York the next day — May 16, 1918,

A book by Capt. Benjamin B. Lipsner was published in 1951. He was the
. S. Post Office Department Superintendent of Airmail when the first flights
took place in 1918. On page 22 of the hook, **The Airmail. Jennies To Jets,™
the following passage is found in reference to the events of May 15, 1918:

1. AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS April 1968, ““My 50 Years With the First Air Mail
Stamp '’ by H. M. Goodkind.
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. I arranged to have the mail sent on to Philadelphia and New York
by train...”

The author of this book resides in Chicago, Ill. and has maintained an
interest in aero-philately. He knows a number of Chicago air mail colleetors
and keeps in contact with them. Consequently, when a statement comes from
such a qualified source — the one in charge of the first 1918 air mail — it should
not be guestioned, as some Chieago air mail collectors maintain.

Reading the 1968 articles, it seems apparent that many writers had used
the book, “*The Airmail. Jennies To Jets,”” for a source of information.

Therefore, there is a philatelic controversy about the air mail from Wash-
ington, D.C. on May 15, 1918,

The Amount of The May 15, 1918 Washington Mail

If and when one refers to the older air mail specialized eatalogues, he will
find always recorded that the May 15, 1918 Washington, D.C. mail was flown
on May 16, 1918,  Also, the catalogues have stated the amount of mail earried;
this has been aceepted as correct. Philatelie students, when writing about this
history,” use the statisties found in the air mail eatalogues. It is as follows:

May 15, 1918 Wash-NY .... 3.000 pieces of mail
Wash-Phila ................ 600
Wash-Other Points ......... 3,000

Total 6,600

May 16, 1918 Wash-Phila-
NY-Other Points .... 1,300

Total 7,900 pieces of mail

These two matters of econfusion with the aetual date of the first flight with
the mail from Washington, D.C. and the amount of mail ecarried on either
May 15 or May 16, 1918 were discussed at great length in the May 1968
““Gibbons-Whitman Stamp Monthly.”” A portion of this article is quoted as
follows:

2. AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS April 1962, ‘*Washington To New York, May 15,
1918 First Trip Caneellations’’ by Philip Silver.

A New Book

AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS
Volumes 12, 13, 14 Bound (The Beige Book)

Price $15

Order and remit to:

AERO PHILATELISTS

22 East 35 Street

7 LRSI IS U NI ML IS L ]
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Figure |. The only cover known with a May 14, 1918 Washington, D.C. cancellation. [There is a
second known May 14, 1918 cancellation from New York to Washington). The arrow points to the
May 15, 1918 first flight cancellation. Oddly enough, this is the scarce "10 AM First Trip" post-
mark. [All photos by Boutrelle]

Precisely what happened to Lieutenant Boyle’s mail after the forced-landing in Mary-
land; and how it was delivered, first to Philadelphia and then to New York, is, well—
ler me phrase it in the words of a salty aero-researchist: “. . . This drama of the first
airmail has a brave and imposing cast, but a hell of a confused plot . . .”

Pursuit of Specialists

. . - Here, and around the world, are many thousands of airmail stamp and cover
collectors. The hobby became a pursuit of specialists as early as the 1920s. There are dis-
tinguished aeronautical societies—specifically for philatelic expeits, for aircraft scientists, for
aero-historians and, now, space-planners. The saga of Lieutenant Boyle's cargo of mail,
and its fate on that bright May 15th of 1918, may now be a mere blip on the electrograph
of historical progress. Bur I have the feeling somehow that it is important; and the records
I have examined, drawing on many of these sources as a reporter and writer, reveal only . . .

VERSION ONE: In a book covering the early history of the U.S. airmail, Caprain
Lipsner relates how Lieutenant Boyle phoned him from a place near the Waldorf, Md.,
forced-landing, explaining there had been a fault in his compass. Boyle said he was having
the mail loaded into a car for return to Washington. Lipsner says he then arranged to
have the mail dispatched to Philadelphia and New York by train.

VERSION TWO: In another book which extensively quotes both Lipsner and Lieu-
tenant Culver (the pilot assigned to the May 15 Philadelphia-New York leg of the flight),
Culver phones Lipsner to say the mail flown by Boyle from Washingron had not arrived.
Lipsner says in all the confusion he forgot to advise Culver about Boyle and his plane
going down in Maryland. Lipsner then explains that the mail was trucked to the train
station (presumably back to Washington), and is on its way to Philadelphia by rail. Culver
breaks off the conversation with the terse remark that he hears a mail truck coming and
must get moving to New York.

VERSION THREE: In a standard reference work on 20th century United Strates
stamps, the author states Boyle’s mail was returned to Washington by truck to be held for
the trip the next day (May 16). This writer, however, refers to Lieutenant Webb (pilot on
the New York-to-Philadelphia run) as “Torry,” and calls the New York City postmaster,
“Patton.”
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Figure 2. Washington to Philadelphia with a May 15, 1918 First Trip cancellation.

VERSION FOUR: The first edition of a pioneer airmail cover catalog states that
Boyle’s mail was trucked back to Washington from Waldorf, Md., and held for the out-
going flight the next day (May 16). This flight, the account continues, also resulted in
failure and in desperation the mail finally was placed on a northbound train.

VERSION FIVE: Another, and decidedly updated, airmail catalog says Boyle got into

N— —— —_— —

VATICAN CITY COVERS

Bolaffi's Prices in [ )

214 Provisional on First fit. cover ity 50.00
47-64 Catholic Press g 95.00
55-60 on TN AN, TIOREL oo il 65. 60.00
61-67 fl. to 08 INTErTOgnUM ... - 20.00 14.00
72-76 - 00 10.00
122-131, E11-12_ Basiiicas-Bxp. 0.00) P.O.R.
132-189 Holy Year .. .o $0.00) 50.00
140-42 — R N i i 80.00 45.00
143-44 — of Assumption ... = R 76.00. 40.00
145-48 — Pope Plus X 76. 90.00 I
149-58 ched 160.00 90.00
156 — Roman States dsmssiad 27.00 20.00
156A — Roman States souvenir sheet . . . 90,00 60.00
166-67 Maria Gorettl 27.00 17.50
158-68, E13-14 P & Basilicas - BEP. «ocomioeeee s 30.0 25.00
239-42 — Falr i 26.00 18.00
242A — Brussels Fair souvenir sheet ... _ . . . 20.00, 22.60
Co+-18 Emd Alrmall . (40.00) 35.00
C16-17 = Toblas (1000.00; P. 0. R.
OB WP e e e T s (AaNEe) "0, B
C20-21 registered with cachet ... .. (400.00) P.O.R.
c22.. — Dome I (160.00, 80.00
S = IR e et hiorborivbbianioomparab rbimaaddt e, (32.00 30.00
C33.34 Dome II values) (60.00) 36.00
C45-46 values) 25.00
C45-468 Archangel with designer autograph ... ... ... 45.00

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
P.O. Box 57 Dumont, N. J. 07628

S. L. Bayer, Prop. Member Aero Philatelists, Collectors Club, ASDA. ll
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Figure 3. The same Washington stamp dealer also mailed a cover to New York. This cover has
the same cancellation as Figure 2.

trouble by following, in flight, a railroad line which led out of Washington to the south,
instead of the Washington-to-New York rail line which goes roughly north). This account
does not indicate how Boyle’s mail was transported back to Washington after his landing
25 miles south of the city. It does, however, say this mail was added to 1,330 other pieces
flown out the next day (May 16) by Le. J. C. Edgerton (the Philadelphia-to-Washington
pilot of May 15), who then brought the whole shipment safely from Washington to
Philadelphia.
Plane Over Race Track

The latter account does not relate how the combined mail of May 15 and May 16
ultimately moved from Philadelphia to New York after Edgerton completed the first leg
of the trip. But at this point the May 17 (early morning) edition of the New York Times
picks up and describes a plane pilored from Philadelphia by Lt. Torrey Webb appearing
in the sky over Belmont Park race track on the afterncon of May 16 and landing safely
on the dot of 2:58 p.m.

The Times story states that Webb carried 118 pounds of mail from Washington and
five pounds from Philadelphia—a total of 3,490 pieces It continues, saying Post Office
Department officials attributed the “heavy delivery” from Washington to the fact the mail
which should have arrived on May 15—but did not come in because of Boyle’s mishap—
had been added to the May 16 shipment.

The story further specifically mentions the arrival, in the delayed delivery, of the letter
President Wilson autographed for the Red Cross benefit auction and the one Postmaster
General Burleson wrote to the publisher of the Times, acknowledging the newspaper’s appeal
back in 1835 for faster mail service.

I feel certain the Times, in the interest of news coverage and for promotional pu;
because of the Burleson letter, watched closely for arrival in New York of the delayed
first-day Washington mail. So this story would seem to conclude a very garbled mystery
. - . . Excepr for one dangling point. . . .

Virtually all reference works agree thar Boyle carried 6,600 pieces of mail when he
wok off from Washington on the morning of May 15. The disbursement—also in general
agreement—was: 300 pieces for Philadelphia, 3,300 for New York, and another 3,000
pieces for points beyond New York. It then seems a total of 6,300 pieces of Washington
mail would have been received at Belmont Park on May 15 if Boyle had not force-landed
in Maryland.
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"WITH THE COLORS"

J. C. Morgenthau, %aq.,
161 W, 91st Street,

New York City, N.Y.

Figure 4. The scarce May |5 First Trip |10 AM cancellation. This cover is addressed to the well-
known philatelist, Julius Caesar Morgenthau, the uncle of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Secretary
of Treasury.

Newspaper's Account Accurate?

But the Times™ story states only 3,490 pieces finally arrived—including both the mail
of May 15 and also May 16. In a past career as a newspaperman I covered many stories
along with Times reporters. They are competent and they seldom flub the facts. So I am
inclined to go along with the newspaper’s statement noting the amount of mail and how
it was brought to New York.

Accounting for the disparity in total pieces for the two days, there is a distinct chance
part of the first day’s shipment actually was dispatched to New York by rail during the late
afternoon or the night of May 15, and the rest held for Edgerton’s flight the following day.
There would, at first, seem to be small purpose to this split-out—except, the beady eyes of
Congress and the press were focused on the big event. Having the whole first day’s mail
from Washington roll into New York by train could have been disastrous.

Very probably the only arrival in New York at all in the midafterncon of May 15
was the 350 pieces of mail carried from Philadelphia by Lieutenant Culver in plane
Number 38275. The Times says he waited futilely at the Bustleton airfield for Boyle until
2:20 p.m. Then he took off, landing at Belmont Park at 3:37, long after the fanfare and
the speeches were over.

Today this may sound like unbelievable confusion for a couple of short hops in an
airplane. But the flight problems were appalling.

Compounding The Confusion

The author of the foregoing article in the “*Gibbons-Whitman Stamp
Monthly ™" is George Henhoeffer and the title of the artiele is ** Wings of
Destiny — 17, 8. 1918."" One will note that near the beginning of the guoted
portion of his article, he identifies himself “*as a reporter and writer,”” and
near the end as a *‘newspaperman.’’

It seems to me an unfortunate omission that the *‘Gibbons-Whitman™’
author did not tie in the sources from which he quoted his five versions. 1 and
other specialists can fairly accurately guess the reference sources being quoted
and check whether the 1968 repetition was correetly quoted as originally written.
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Figure 5. The very rare Washington/ May 15/ 11 AM First Trip cancellation. It probably was
mailed too late to make the May 15, 1918 flight.

The outstanding weakness, however, in this **Gibbons-Whitman™" article is
the total lack of any philatelic evidence,

Reference has been made previously to Capt. Lipsner’s memory. I now
shall quote an entirely different version from the pilot who flew the first air
mail from Washington, D.C. to Philadelphia and New York in 1918,

On November 10, 1928, just ten years after the first flights, James A.
Edgerton wrote a letter from whieh the fourth paragraph is quoted:®

*For your information, I was also lueky enough to earry the first ont-
bound mail from Washington to Philadelphia on May 16th. This was due to
the faet that the northbound flight of the 15th was ineomplete due to the pilot
becoming lost. As this mail was of a souvenir type, the Post Office Depart-
ment held it over until the 16th.”’

Now, I shall produce philatelie evidence to show that Lt. James A. Edger-
ton was absolutely correet, with the hope that there will be no more arguments
about the May 15, 1918 Washington, D.C'. ecovers among aero-philatelists,

The Philatelic Evidence

In his April, 1962 article* on the Washington, D.C. May 15, 1918 Flirst
Trip cancellations, the Assistant Editor of the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, Philip
Silver, lists seven different types of eaneellations found on Seott C3 covers as
follows :

3. Karl B. Weber Reference Colleetion, The Philatelic Foundation, 22 East 35 Street,
New York, N.Y.
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¥r. Alan R. Fawl Pmid-:.
Aero Club o* z;rl 2
297 Nadie~n lm,
New York C'ty

Figure 6. A cover with a Washington/ May 15/ & PM/ 1918 cancellation.

Type 1 MAY/15/1918/FIRST TRIP (See Figures 1-2-3)

Type 2 MAY/15/10AM/FIRST TRIP (See Figure 4)

Type 3 MAY /15/11AM/FIRST TRIP (Error) (See Figure 5)

Type 4 MAY/15/3PM or 4PM or 6PM or TPM /1918 (See Figures 6-7)
Type 5 MAY/16/1918/FIRST TRIP (Error) (See Figure 8)

Type 6 MAY/16/1918

Type 7 MAY /16 (hour) /1918

Also, I would like to quote from a very useful portion in Mr. Silver’s
April, 1962 article:

“Departure Time Very Important .. . the ehronology of events, which took
place on May 15, 1918 and May 16, 1915, is considered of extreme importanee.
For some events, we are in possession of recorded faets; for others, however,
edueated conjecture will have to be substituted from philatelic evidence.”’

There is eonfusion over the time of departure of the plane from the Polo
Grounds in Washington, D.C. on May 15, 1918. 1 have in my possession a
copy of the U. 8. Post Offiece Department Postal Notiee! as follows:

“Aeroplane Mail Service
Washington, D.C., May 11th, 1918

* Aeroplane Mail Serviee will be established May 15th, 1918 between Wash-
ington, Philadelphia and New York, one round trip daily except Sundays.
. Until further notice the aeroplanes will leave Belmont Park, N. Y. and
Washington, D.C. at 11:30 AM. Postmasters shall inform the publie of the
closing of the mails... "’

In analyzing the seven types of Washington, D.C. cancellations, Mr. Silver
gives them a chronological designation, which 1 shall also use. Type I eancel-
lations are on those pieces of mail that were in the mailbags that flew from
Washington, D.C'. on May 15, 1918, The plane with this mail erash-landed at
‘Waldorf, Md. shortly after takeoff.

4. “‘United States. The 24¢ Air Mail Tnverted Center of 1018"" by Henry M. Goodkind,
Handbook #1 of the Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund, The Collectors
Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N.Y. 10016, Pages 5 and 11.
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Figure 7. Cover cancelled Washington/ May 15/ 7 PM/ I1918.

The most difficult to aceount for are the scaree covers having the Type 2
10 AM’" cancellation. Were these in the May 15th, 1918 mailbags? Some
believe that mail eancelled 10 A M. was too late. I agree with Mr. Silver that
these few “*10 AM™ covers were the last ones caneelled and were put into Lt.
Boyle’s plane at the Polo Grounds. But no records so far have been found to
support our opinions.

May 14, 1918 Covers

May 14, 1918 in Washington, D.C. is an important historieal date. It
was the day on which the one sheet of one hundred with the inverted centers
(Seott ("3a) was bought in a braneh post office in our nation’s eapital. The
purchaser made an important statement, when he later wrote about his ex-
periences and the events on May 14, 1918, He wrote!:

“*Barly on the morning of May 14, T went to the branch post office nearest
my employment to purchase some of the new twenty-four eent airmail stamps
to be used to send covers to my friends in New York and Philadelphia.™

This indieates what a great many stamp colleetors and dealers had done.
They bought the stamps on May 14, 1918 and prepared their covers. Inei-
dentally, in the May 1968 *‘Gibbons-Whitman Stamp Monthly™" artiele on the
top of page 293, a Scott U3 Type 1 cancellation cover is illustrated. The cover's
corner card is **W. B. Hibbs & Company, Hibbs Building/ Washington, D.C.""
This is one of the covers, W. T. Robey, the purchaser of the ervor sheet (Scott
C3a), mailed. The employer to whom he refers was W. B. Iibbs & Company,
stoekbrokers in Washington. The caption failed to identify the illustrated
cover as one sent by the purchaser of the Scott (3a sheet. Also, there was
no reference to a backstamp on the cover Mr. Robey mailed.

One has to be eaveful in using the word *‘unique.”” But the Figure 1
cover in my collection is unique — so far. It seems that most of those who sent
first flight eovers, either from Washington or New York, waited until the
announeced day of the first flight, May 15, 1918, to mail their covers. Just one
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———— PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS 41

UNITED STATES, 24¢ AIR MAIL INVERTED CENTER OF 1918

By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages . . . 0 Nlys, . .. §1.00
CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80

By Louis Stich 84 pages . . . 20 Ilus. . .. 82.00
VENEZUELA, THE EARLY STAMPS

By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages . .. 225 Illus. . .. $3.95
AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRESTAMP POSTMARKS

By Edwin Mueller 200 pages . .. 800 Mu=. ... §1250
UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59

By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages . . . 530 Tllus, . . . $10.00

$7.50 to (. C. members

ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK

By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages . . . 24 Plates . . . §25.00
CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES
By Lawrence L. Shenfield 112 pages . . . 88 Illus. . . . §10.00

$7.50 to C. . membhers
FRENCH COLONIES. THE GENERAL ISSUES

By Robert G. Stone 118 pages . . . 82 Ius. . . . $2.00
CIVIL WAR PRISONS AND THEIR COVERS
By Earl Antrim 251 pages . . . 176 Illus, . . . $10.00

$7.50 to C. C. members

HONDURAS, THE BLACK AIR MAIL

By Irving I. Green 32 pages . .. 14 Ilus. . . . 810D
THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF NEPAL

By H.D.S. Haverbeck 128 pages . . . 59 Illus. . . . $5.00
THE PONY EXPRESS

By M. C. Nathan & W. S, Boggs 105 pages . . . 102 Illus. . . . $5.00
MANCHOUKUO

By Helen K. Zirkle 131 pages . .. 168 Illus. . . . $5.00
UNITED STATES. THE 1851-57 TWELVE CENT STAMP

By Mortimer L. Neinken 74 pages . . . 65 Illus, . . . §4.00
AFGHANISTAN, ITS 20th CENTURY POSTAL ISSUES

By Frank E. Patterson III 208 pages . . . 225 Illus. . . . $7.50
UNITED STATES, THE 5¢ BEACON AIR MAIL STAMP OF 1928

By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages ... 90 Illus. . . . $2.00
THE NEW HEBRIDES, POSTAL STAMPS AND THEIR HISTORY

By Nathan Halz and Phil Collas 176 pages . .. 66 Illus, . . . §10.00

POSTAL HISTORY OF VERMONT
By Sprague W. Drenan, Arthur W, Bingham, George C. Slawson
310 pages . . . Illustrated . . . £10.00

NEW ZEALAND, 1898-99 GT, BARRIER ISLAND PIGEON POST STAMPS
By J. Reg Walker, H. L. Chisholm, H, M. Goodkind
110 pages . .. 70 Illus. . . . $5.00

Order Directly from:

THE COLLECTORS CLUB

22 East 35th Street, New York, N. Y. 10016
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Figure B. The rare error cancellation May 16/ 1918 / First Trip.

person is so far known to have mailed his cover in Washington, D.C. on May
14, 1918 (see Figure 1).

Notice on the illustration that the Type 2 cancellation was hit below the
24-cent stamp on the Figure 1 cover.

Washington-Philadelphia May 15, 1918 Covers

It is aceepted as reliable that there were only 300 covers with the Type 1
May 15, 1918 eancellation that flew from Washington to Philadelphia. One of
them is illustrated (Figure 2). Most all of the mail went on to New York.

Figure 3 is almost a_companion piece to the Washington-Philadelphia first
flight cover. The same Washington stamp dealer sent covers to other dealers
in New York and Philadelphia.

May 15, 1918 10 AM and 11 AM First Trip Covers

The Washington Type 2 cover with 10 AM is scaree. Why only a few
covers had been eancelled like this is not officially known. As mentioned be-
fore, one ean only theorize about the reason for a ““10 AM'™’ cancellation.

The 11 AM"" Type 3 cancellation is rare. I found the first one about
eight vears ago® and a second one was found a little more than three years ago,
Until 1961, a **Washington/ May 15/ 11 AM/ First Trip'" had been unknown.
[ share Mr. Silver's opinion that this is an error eancellation.

The essential point to stress here is that all covers with the Type I Wash-
ington cancellation definitely were in the May 15, 1918 mailbag, and probably
Type 2 cancellation covers. But from Type 3 through Type 7, all this was
mail that could only fly on the following day — May 16, 1918, Philip Silver's
Type 4 eancellations also are velatively recent finds. He was the first to record
one in this magazine in 1958%,

5 AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS Vol. 1X No. 4 and Vol. XIII, No. 3.
6. ibid. Vol. VI, No. 2.
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CRYSTAL MOUNT

IT'S EASY TO USE

. Insert stamp In
tube.

Trim tube close
to stamp with
scissors.

. Crease so stamp
will lle fiat.

Fold back u r
.plrt of tupg:.

moisten um, and
fasten to album.

. Crystal Mount
eliminates hinges,
for fold at the top
serves as hinge.

A crystal-clear moisture and soil-
resistant protection for stamps,
blocks, and covers . . . the choice
of your best collector customers

Once a collector starts to use this wonderful
protective mounting, he’'ll come back again and
again for additional supplies. This sparkling
clear, safe, protective mounting is made of
cellulose acetate, the very same material recom-
mended by the U.S. Bureau of Standards and
used in the National Archives in Washington
for protection of valuable documents. Four
convenient sizes fit perfectly every U.S. and
foreign stamp ever issued (plus two additional
sizes for blocks-of-four and covers). The nar-
row strip of gummed tape which is mounted
on back allows the mount to be fastened with
ease to the album page.

Hundreds of thousands of stamps have been
“crystal mounted” since this product was first
placed on the market, and its ever-increasing
popularity with collectors gives proof of its
usefulness and high quality.

Four convenient sizes fit perfectly every
U.S. and foreign stamp ever issued (plus two
additional sizes for blocks-of-four and covers).

PS-1007 Small Size: 145" high, to fit most small stamps
without folding over; 20 12-inch tubes to a pkg.. or
enough for hundreds of stamps. :

PS-1008 Intermediate Size: 1%." high, to fit slightly larger
stamps (Famous Americans, Silver Jubilees, etc.)
without folding over; 19 12-inch tubes to a pkg.

PS-1009 Medium Size: 15" high ; 18 12-inch tubes to a {-k;:.

PS-1010 Large Size: 214" high; 15 12-inch tubes to a pkg. ;
shapes and cuts to At about 95% of all stamps in
existence.

PS-1011 Block-of-Four: 23" high ; 10 15-inch tubes to a pkg

PS-1012 Cover Size: 374" high; 7 15-inch tubes to a pkg

PS-1014 Assorted Package: Contains some of all sizes.

Price, per pkg. $ .89

The World's Largest Stamp Firm

H. E. HARRIS & CO., BOSTON, MASS. 02117

April, 1969



Figure 9. THE EVIDENCE! The eight backstamps seen on the Figures | to 8 covers. Each back-
stamp is numbered to correspond to the illustration on which it is found. For example, backstamp
No. 4 is on the Figure 4 cover. All postmarks bear the same date — May 16, 1918 and the same
time of receipt in New York —4 p.m., except Brooklyn which is a half hour later.

May 16, 1918 Cancellations

The first error cancellation recorded almost 50 years ago and the one most
widely aceepted as the seareest is the T'ype 5 cover. This is shown in Figure 8.
The story behind this has been repeated so often that I see no purpose by a
further repetition now.”

This May 16, 1918 First Trip error cover is a key piece. No one ean
question its date of mailing.

The Type 6 and Type 7 covers are not illustrated, because those in my
collection with a May 16, 1918 cancel are not backstamped with a New York
receiving marking.

Backstamps Are THE EVIDENCE

The philatelie evidenee is plainly seen in the eight postmarks shown in
Figure 9. Every cover, whether the cancellation is dated May 15, 1918 or May
16, 1918, has the same date and time New York backstamp. There is one
exception — the Philadelphia backstamp. This is dated May 16, 1918 and
timed 3 p.m. The others are New York all timed 4 p.m. and Brooklyn 4:30
p.m,

Let us assume that, as Capt. Lipsner wrote in his book, the mail was sent
by train from Washington to New York after it was returned to the Washington
post office on May 15, 1918. The assumption seems to be that the mail was put

7. ““The First Air Mail Stamp of The United States'’ by Henry M. Goodkind. The
Collectors Club Philatelist Vol, 30 (1950) No. 6.
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AERO PHILATELISTS HANDBOOKS

One Going, Two Gone

ONLY 4 AVAILABLE

Because of requests from many members, it has been a longtime
ﬁracﬁce to bind some parts of our publications soon after they have
een distributed. 50 copies of each number are bound together into
an attractive handbook. Usually, three volumes of the magazine are
bound and sold as a unit with an INDEX.

During 1968, the BLUE BOOK, the AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS

Volumes | and 2, was sold out.

The BLACK BOOK, the AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS, 1946-53,
Vols. 1-8 Complete with a separate Index, no longer is available. The
last copy was sold in January, 1969.

Furthermore, the stock of the RED BOOK, the AERO PHILA-
TELIST ANNALS Volumes 3-4-5, now is only 7. At the rate that the
books have been selling, the RED BOOK probably will be sold out

within a year or so.

Listed below are the books that are available.

AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS

Bound Volumes

T I T N N T Ty ey

Red Book Vol. 3-4-5 $15
Brown Book Vols. 6-7-8 $15
Green Book Vols. 9-10-11 $15
Beige Book Vols. 12-13-14 $15

Send order and remittance to:

Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street
New York, N.Y. 10016

S S
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Figure 10. One of the 350 pieces of mail flown May 15, 1918 from Philadelphia to New York. In
the upper right corner is the New York backstamp, showing that this mail did fly on May 15, 1918.

on a late afternoon or early evening train from Washington, D.C'. for Phila-
delphia and New York. [If so, the Philadelphia and New York backstamps
must read May 15, 1918 and be timed from about 6 pan. to 11 p.n.

Also, let's assume that the mail was despatehed late in the day of May
15, 1918 from Washington to Philadelphia and New York. Perhaps it reached
the New York post offices so late that the receiving postmarks were not applied
until the morning of May 16th. But as late as 3 p.m. in Philadelphia and
4 p.m. in New York. Absolutely impossible! Q.E.D.

: MEETING NOTICES

I Every month except July or August I
Chapter No. 1 — New York, N.Y. o

“ Meets second Thursday each month at 8:00 P. M. in the m
Collectors Club, 22 East 35th St., New York, N.Y.

R Chapter No. 5 — Philadelphia, Pa. I.l.'
I Meets third Thursday each month at 8:00 P. M. in the ]
n Liberty Federal Savings & Loan Assn., 202 North Broad i
St., Philadelphia, Pa.

o Members, friends, guests, and all interested collectors i

are cordially welcome
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This controversy should cease forever. It should only be brought up again
when a Chicago or some other aero-philatelist produces a May 15, 1918 Wash-
ington First Trip cover with a New York or Philadelphia backstamp of the
same day.

The Amount Of Mail Carried

In the “*Gibbons-Whitman Stamp Monthly ™" artiele, the author ecites dif-
ferent sources that give conflieting quantities of the total amount of the mail
carried from Washington to Philadelphia and New York by Lt. Edgerton’s
first flicht of May 16, 1918,

Up to the present time, there has been no way of resolving this. Both
Philip Silver and T have spent many hours in old archives that were made
available to us in Washington, D.C', So far, no luek with finding any written
record of this first flight mail. It may be some place other than where we
looked. Both of us hope to continue this search in the future.

Lacking official records, I shall eontinue to use the statisties that have been
published for many years in the air mail catalogues and which I again list in
the beginning of this artiele.

Philadelphia-New York May 15, 1918 First Trip

In quoting the part I did from the **Gibbons-Whitman Stamp Monthly,™’
near the end one sees some references to the mail that flew on May 15, 1918
from Philadelphia to New York. No one so far has questioned that it was
very small with only 350 pieces of mail.

Here again with this mail, there is philatelic evidenee. Look at Figure
10; this shows exactly when the air mail from Philadelphia to New York arrived
at the New York Post Office. (H.M.G.)

R.F. Overprints

A genuine cover with one of the scarcest types (Scott CM7). Many fake covers are being sold
here and abroad.

Watch outl The genuine covers have to have a French sailor's name, rank, and Naval address,
also French Navy censor markings, and the address has to be to the U.S. A, or Canada, nowhere else.
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(Reprinted by permission from The Australasian Informer of March 1968, the bulletin of
the Society of Australasian Specialists, 386 S. Harri= Hill, Williamsville, N. Y. 14221)

Tasmanian Pigeon Service

By FRANK E. ADAMS

The search for something unusual, 1o the philatelist, is a eontinuous thing
and not always rewarded. When such an item is found, all the time and effort
that went into the seareh is forgotten and the hunt for another elusive item is on.

This writer has always been interested in Pigeon Grams whether officially
flown or fulfilling a serviee that was not otherwise available. About a year ago,
in a lot of covers, ete., received from England I found the Pigeon Gram pietured
with this article.

mww Wk, e mn.\...wgu..-g...
Shomidr Suvnini nett Rusnd e | B, Coanld Ancle W e CQLusie Sheate bl e
Mqﬁmm-rmwbﬂu dloess Rapairsn Yorin Ko Raakk Buuwois
qu...sh% *Wa..hmmwm.mm
‘ ‘G""P 050, BB\ G Seadian Y ‘1

_._Al‘.

PR S

The dealer could not supply any information at the time regarding the
service performed or guarantee that it was authentic.

I decided to find out what the background on this Pigeon Gram was myself,
so I wrote to the Lighthouse Department in Hobart, Tasmania, hoping that
someone would receive the letter and reply. In less than a month, T received
an aerogramme from a Mr. J. D. Williams, Regional Comptroller of Shipping
and Transport, in Hobart, giving the entire history of Pigeon Service, which
was not conneeted with the Post Office Department.

It seems that in 1891, a lighthouse was established on Maatsuyker Island,
about eighty miles southwest of Hobart. Then in 1906, a lighthouse was estah-
lished on Tasman Island, about forty-three miles southeast of Hobart. Since
the lighthouse steamer would be visiting these islands only at quarterly intervals,
it was necessary to have some means of ecommunication during the intervals in
order that the lighthouses could advise the Department of their needs. Henece
introduection of pigeons.

Tenders were called annually for the provision of pigeons by loeal fanciers
and racers, which resulted in a different contractor almost every vear. Twelve
pigeons were sent to each island every quarter by the lighthouse steamer. Any
pigeons left over from the previous bateh were released, as they tended to lose
their homing instinet near the end of a three month period and stayed on the
island, where they became such a nuisanee that they had to be destroyed.

One pigeon was released with a message at a time unless hawks were known
to be in the area. If that were so, more than one would be released carrying
the message.

When a bird returned to the home loft, the owner immediately earried the
message to the Lighthouse Department. Mr. Williams further states that the
fresh water supply on the islands was maintained by ecateching rainwater that
drained from the roof of the station.
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The message on my Pigeon Gram was flown from Maatsuyker Island on
June 3, 1918, Now I am on the hunt for a message earried from Tasman Island,
so that I ean have my tale completed.

All service of this nature was diseontinued in 1930 when radios were in-
stalled. Mr. Meech, who signed the message on my Pigeon Gram, was known
to be a lighthouse keeper. Two of the keepers are still living but neither have
any of the Pigeon Grams. Mr. Williams advises me that he has not been able
to find any others.

If anyone ean supply further information about Pigeon Grams or their
story, T would be appreeiative of hearing from him.

X
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See Pages 88, 100 and 107
For List of Air Mail Handbooks On Sale
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UNITED STATES
A “Tail” Of Three Colors

By KENDALL C. SANFORD

In my article ““The 50th Anniversary U.S. Air Mail Commemorative
Stamp’ in the July, 1968 number, I reported what appeared to me at the
time to be an error in the order of the tail (rudder) ecolors of the **Jenny’" on
the 50th Anniversary stamp. Now, I am not so sure. Further research has
revealed that the rudder colors on the stamp could be eorrecet — and then again
they could also be in error.

When we submitted the stamp design to the U, 8. Post Office Department,
we supplied them with the information we had reecived from Captain Lipsner,
that the eolors were red, white and blue with red toward the front of the plane.
The writer has sinee learned. from a souree in the Post Office Department
closely conneeted with this stamp, the reason the colors were switehed on the
actual stamp.

Oldtimers' Memories

When the Post Office Department sent the design to the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing, the Department instrueted the Bureau to *‘check out™
the rudder colors. The Bureau checked with Paul Garber of the Smith-
sonian’s National Air & Space Museum. Mr. Garber had actually witnessed
the start of the 1918 Air Mail Service. Aeccording to his recollection, as well as
the Museum’s records, the blue color was toward the front on the 1918 Jenny,
exactly the opposite of what Captain Lipsner had told us. The Bureau took
Mr. Garber's word for it: that was the way the stamp was printed.

R,

In an effort to determine for sure what the correet order of the colors was
on the 1918 air mail service Jenny, the writer decided to ask the few people
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still living, who were conneeted with the beginning of our air mail serviee.
Dr. George L. Conner was Deputy Second Assistant Postmaster General in 1918,

Perhaps because fifty vears tends to dull one’s memory, particularly about
unimportant things, or more likely because Dr. Conner was not direetly con-
nected with the 1918 air mail service, he cannot recall the order of the rudder
eolors. In trying to be helpful, Dr. Conner asked Paul Garber about this. 1
need not tell yon what the answer was.

Major Reuben H. Fleet, in 1918, was in charge of training the Army pilots
for the new air mail service, and ferried' Jenny No. 38262 into Washington on
the morning of May 15th. Major Fleet says that the colors on the stamp are
correct and gives the following reasons:

““The speecifications provided blue forward. They were changed both by
the Army and Navy in 1918 (too late for these airplanes), and changed back
again in August 1919, to blue forward. The reason was that the rudder was
often damaged at its rear, and the red was easier to mateh than the blue in
repair; also was less likely to damage or fingerprint.””

R. C. ‘Tex’ Marshall was an early Jenny pilot. But he, too, ecannot reeall
the order of the rudder colors.

William P. MeCracken was Assistant Seeretary of Commerce in 1915, and
prior to that had been a Jenny flight instructor in the Army. The writer
interviewed Mr. MeCracken in his Washington law office.  He reminiseed a bit

1. An aviation term meaning to fly a plane empty to position it for a regularly scheduled
flight.

TWO UNITED NATIONS AIR MAIL STAMP
BROCHURES STILL AVAILABLE

In conjunction with their co-sponsorship of the new United Nations
20 cent air mail stamp, issued on April 18, 1968, AERO PHILATELISTS
has again produced an attractive brochure to honor the occasion. Limited
to an edition of 300, the 8'42” by 11" brochure contains both a first day
cover of the new stamp and a mint single. Pertinent information as to
the design and production are included in the text. The brochure is avail-

able for $2.00, with all net proceeds being donated to UNICEF.

Still available are a small quantity of the 1959 United Nations bro-
chures containing examples of three air mail postal stationery items
issued on September 21 of that year. Price: $2.00.

Remit to:

Aero Philatelists
22 East 35 Street
New York, N.Y. 10016
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FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS See Pages 88, 100, 107
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and showed off a photo album of Jennies at Army airfields in Texas. But like
the others, he could not recall which way the rudder colors were.

Old Photos And Pictures

Because the eyewitnesses do not agree, or cannot reecall at all, the writer
checked other possible sourees. Two of these are men who paint and draw
pictures of the early airplanes, including the Jenny. Joe DeMarco draws
pietures of the First World War military planes, thus having detailed informa-
tion and data on them. He did a considerable amount of digging in response
to my inquiry. While he is not sure. his finding indicate that the trailing
edge stripe was blue on the May 15th Jenny.

Charles Hubbell, the well known illustrator of the early air mail planes,
guesses that the stamp is correet, but cannot provide any basis for his guess.
He, too, suggested that the writer econtact Paul Garber at the Smithsonian.

Next, I consulted “‘Aireraft Camouflage and Markings 1907-1954,"2 the
seetion dealing with National Markings, British and Allied Aireraft, 1914-1918.
From this excellent publication, I learn that beginning in 1917, the rudder
stripping of the Army planes followed 1. 8. Navy practice, which was blue on
the forward stripe.

Another excellent reference is **The Curtiss JN-4,"% which confirms that
the 17. 8. national markings from May 17, 1917 provided for blue on the forward
stripe. However, in January 1918, the order of the rudder stripes was reversed
to put blue at the trailing edge. This arrangement remained standard until
August 1919, at which time the 1917 arrangement was readopted. But, not all
of the 1917 Jennies were repainted with 1918 markings; the use of spare parts
with one marking on an airplane with the other was not at all uncommon.

The next reference checked was ‘‘United States Military Aircraft Since
1909"* which coincides with the explanation given in ““The Curtiss JN-4."’
Of course sinee both hooks were published in Great Britain, there is the possi-
hility that one author used the other work as a reference,

The writer has also uncovered some recent correspondence hetween Captain
Ben Lipsner and the Post Office Department’s Publie Information Office which
provides an important clue in our mystery. In a letter of November 25, 1968,
Captain Lipsner advised the Post Office Department that he believed the order

L

Bruce Robertson, Aireraft Camoflage and Markings 1007-1954. Harleyford: Harley-

ford Publications Ltd., 1956, pp. 51, 53 & 54.

3. Peter M. Bowers, The Curtiss JN-4. Leatherhead, Surrey: Profile Publications Ltd.,
p. 10,

4. F. G. Swanborough, United States Military Aireraft Since 1909, London & New York:

Putnam, 1963, p. 26.

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND
By Henry M. Goodkind

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 illustrations,

This handbook received most favorable reviews from the philatelic press all over the
world.

Price $1.00
Aero Philatelists, Inc. 22 East 35 Street New York, N. Y. 10016
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of the rudder eolors on the commemorative stamp is incorreet and explained
the reason why.

On January 7, 1918, the Army Signal Corps issued Specification #£24102-A
which ecalled for a blue forward stripe, white eenter and red trailing. But this
was superseded by Specification z24102-B on Mareh 12, 1918, which specified
exactly the reverse — red on the forward and blue on the rear stripe!

Memories Cause Confusion

On the basis of all the conflicting information, how does one arrive at a
conclusion? This is obviously quite diffieult. Which sources are the most
reliable? My, Garber is a very knowledgeable person and was an eyewitness at
the May 15, 1918 inauguration of the Air Mail Serviee. But could he he
wrong? He has not vet provided any proof.

The explanation given by Major Fleet sounds logical enough, but the writer
questions its veliability. After all, Major Fleet also maintains that the Jenny
used on May 15, 1918 was the model JN-6H. in spite of the faet that all the
photographs of the period definitely establish that it was the JN-4H.

Captain Lipsner’s is the first conerete evidence that has yet been provided.
As superintendent of the Air Mail Serviee for much of 1918, and thus being
involved in the day-to-day operation, he ean probably better recall the Jenny's
rudder markings than any person still living. For these reasons, the writer
still believes that the rudder colors of the Jenny on the 50th Anniversary eom-
memorative stamp are in error. Any information which might shed additional
light on this matter will be most welecome.

' |
NYYOUNDL

One of the very few covers bearing the manuscript "Aerial Atlantic Mail" stamp prepared for the
Martinsyde trans-Atlantic attempts from Newfoundland in May and July, 1919. One of the great
air post rarities sold at auction by H. R. Harmer, Inc. of New York in late February, 1966.
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Book Reviews

New Zealand, The Great Barrier Island 1895-99 Pigeon Post Stamps by J. Reg
Walker, deceased: edited and annotated by Henry M. Goodkind, editor of the
“(‘ollectors Club Philatelist™™ and Horace L. Chisholm, editor of **Philately
From Australia.”” 100 pages. 70 illustrations. Paper ecover. Handbook
No. 22 of the Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund, The Collee-
tors Club, 22 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016. Price $5. postpaid.

Having collected these stamps but not having the opportunity to seeure all
the information I wished, this book is of particular interest to this reviewer. A
number of possible errors in other writings have been eorrected, while matters
that T did not understand have now been explained.

The nine chapters of Part I are devoted to the history of Great Barrier

Island which resulted in the first Pigeon Post, the details of the establishment of
the Fricker Ageney for a regular serviee, the opposition and the establishment of
a rival service,

Part T is well illustrated with pietures ineluding copies of original letters
written by the men involved.

Part 11 ecomprises eleven chapters devoted to the eight stamp issues. Care
has been taken to illustrate all of the various printings, varieties, counterfeits
and the flimsies. Mr. Goodkind has plated some of the stamps. Caneellations,
always of interest to the specialist, are illustrated and deseribed in detail. A
checklist and a prieelist are ineluded. The prieelist, of course, will no doubt
soon become obsolete, but represents values of today.

A FEW OF THE WORLD’S GREAT STAMP
COLLECTIONS HAVE NOT
BEEN TOUCHED by Harmer, Rooke!

...VERY FEW

Since 1903 the sophisticated philatelic world has come to depend on the
expertise of Harmer, Rooke & Co., the world's first major stamp dealer and
auction house. Serious collectors the world over, both in seeking and
offering for sale distinguished collections and individual rarities, have
enjoyed the advantages of the professional integrity and the international
scope of the Harmer, Rooke organization.

Estates, trust departments of leading banking institutions and private col-
lectors as well, deal confidently with Harmer, Rooke for appraisals for tax
purposes, auction or private sale. Prompt arrangements can be made for
immediate sale, at extremely attractive prices, anywhere in the world.

REGULARLY SCHEDULED AUCTIONS ARE HELD
IN OUR OWN GALLERIES and OPEN TO MAIL BIDDERS

Write for descriptive brochure and/or auction catalogs

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.

Negotiants in Fine Properties
APPRAISERS » SALES AGENTS = AUCTIONEERS
604 FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020
Direct inquiry may be made by calling: Mr. Richard Gordon at (212) 765-3883
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Part 111, the Appendices and Bibliography, is concerned with the eatalogue
of the stamps, the eounterfeits, imperforates of the Ageney stamps, and biblio-
graphy by Mr. Goodkind. Appendix D by Mr. H. L. Chisholm of Melbourne,
Australia deseribes and illustrates the Commemorations of 1948 and 1949,

This reviewer believes the highest praise is due to Mr. Chisholm for sending
Mr. Walker's manuseript to Mr. Goodkind, to Mr. Bernard D. Harmer of New
York, Mr. Cyril H. €. Harmer of London, Mr. William H. Miller, Jr. of New
York for all their eontributions; and to Mr. Henry M. Goodkind, the editor of
this magazine, for his more than four years work preparing and checking the
original manuseript with many other sources before submitting it to the Stein-
way Memorial Publication Fund for publication as Handbook No. 22.

The illustrations throughout the book, numbering 68, are of execellent
quality, while the narrative is not only informative but most interesting.

(Frank E. Adams)

Aeronautica. Objets d’Art, Prints, Airmail by W. T. O'Dea. 55 pages (575"
x 5745"), 20 color plate illustrations, paper cover. Published by H. M. Station-
ery Office, London, England. Obtainable for $1 (U.S.) from the British Infor-

mation Services, 845 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022,

This attraetive and interesting booklet was published in 1966. But it has
Jjust come to this reviewer, when it was sent to me as a gift for my personal air
mail library by a New York professional philatelist.

It should interest most every aero-philatelist. It sets forth a short history
of flights from its earliest known days. It's also well written. Most of the
material illustrated and deseribed seems to be based on that in the famous
Penn-Gaskell air mail eollection in the Science Museum, Kensington, London,
England. When I was a budding air mail eollector before World War I1, the
late Miss Penn-Gaskell’s eolleetion was known as one of the leading ones in the
world. And in those times, there were some great general air post colleetions
here and abroad. Miss Penn-Gaskell was a famous aero-philatelist. She was
the first lady elected to sign the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists and also the
first aero-philatelist to become a R.D.P. (Now there are three — this reviewer
and Franeis J. Field of Sutton Coldfield, England).

The air mail stamp collector will be interested mostly in the later section of
this booklet along with the very fine eolor illustrations. Commenecing with the
1870 Siege of Paris balloon mail, air mail stamps and covers are shown. The
highlights are Plates 17 and 18, showing such items as the Newfoundland
Hawker and Aleock-Brown covers, and the U. S. Buffalo Balloon stamp of 1877.
Plate 18 illustrates in color ten air post stamps, including our 1927 Lindbergh
Flight eommemorative (Seott C10).

Plate 20 is for the Rocket Mail enthusiasts. They’ll love what is shown.

New Record High Price

for a single copy
of the
1918 24-cent air mail stamp
of the United States

527,000

New York auction sale
March 25, 1969 Robert A, Siegel Inc.
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The British Information Serviees here in New York City was contacted by
this reviewer; a supply of this fine booklet is still on hand. (H.M.G.)

Techniques of Philately by L. N. and M. Williams. 134 pages, 16 page illustra-
tions, elothbound. Published by William Heineman, 15-16 Queen Street, Lon-
don, W.1, England. Priee 30/ ($3 U.S.).

During the twenty-three vears of my editorship of the AERO PHILATELISTS
periodieals, T would estimate that a ‘‘how-to-do-it”" book on stamp collecting
in English has been published almost every vear. Thus, one wishing to learn
how to properly enjoy collecting stamps is very well served.

No one that I ean think of matches the output of such books as the Williams
brothers of England. Being good journalists, having a readable style, and
many years of philateliec experience, the Williams brothers have more than
done their duty.

The trouble seems to be that there are not enough readers of sueh instrue-
tive books, Philatelic editors can attest to this. So many inquiries are received
for information, as if what is desirved either is unknown or remains buried in
some obseure, old journal. This is not so. Most times, the information sought
is plainly set forth in a Williams brothers’ book or a eatalogue’s introductory
notes.

It appears to me that the time has eome for a book on **Read A Book on
Stamp Colleeting.™’

There is mueh good adviee and eommon sense in this latest work. It is
practically all British. But this is not a great liability beeause of the elose
association between Ameriean and British philately. (H.M.6.)
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WAYS TO SELL ----

I. PUBLIC AUCTION
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2 A popular and satisfactory method of sale for many types of collections,
g rarities and other philatelic properties. We have conducted successful public
g auction sales for over 35 years.

g 2. PRIVATE SALE OR PRIVATE TREATY
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Some properties, because of their nature are best sold privately. We place
many valuable holdings in this manner.

3. "SPECIAL OFFERS" CATALOGUE
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A new concept in philatelic selling. Published at periodic intervals these g
catalogues will offer selected classic and modern rarities, collections and other g
consignments at fixed prices for immediate cash. g
g

E

g

g

4. IMMEDIATE CASH

We are always interested in buying suitable material for immedicate cash.
Correspondence invited.

Wae are recognized appraisers for estate, tax, insurance and other purposes.

IRWIN HEIMAN

INC.

ONE LINDEN PLACE & GREAT NECK, L.I., N.Y. 11021
Suite 305 Tel. (516) 466-3144
s T e A3 O S E e
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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AERO PHILATELISTS, Ine.
22 EAST 35th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS. Annual
dues of $5.00 are remitted herewith and are to he returned to me if my application is
not accepted.

I M R s it b b L P e dh e by s L P B AT P T o N BB I .
ADDRESS
Street
""" City, Town or Village ' Zone s DStmte
OCCUPATION
SPECIALIZING IN oo
REFERENCES

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic.
References:

P91 )4 s S R S .
LNAME oo
ADDRESS ........... . : T Y e e
EXTRACTS FROM BY-LAWS, ARTICLE III—-MEMBERSHIP
Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one.

and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member-
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $3.00

112 April, 1969



HRH

“TUNEW YORK

The
UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION

of

TUESDAY-THURSDAY, JUNE 10, I, 12

includes

THE AIR POST COLLECTION

formed and offered by order of
Mr. Ernesto Muscani of Caracas, Venezuela,

Including France #C14, 15; Iceland Hopflug set of three; Italy "Ser-
vizio di Stato" #COI, CO2; Mexico University set; Spain 1920
unauthorized 30c green and other rarities.

Also the balance of the collection, in eleven volumes estimated at

$5,000-$7,500.

Request your copy of the catalogue now.

H. R. HARMER, INC.

International Stamp Auctioneers
& West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
(212) 757-4460




Sanabria 1966
The World Airmail Catalogue

More than 1300 pages
7500 illustrations!

The new World Airmail Catalogue is now ready. This, the most inform-

ative

catalogue in the world, has been completely revised and updated.

Extras that you will get in the new Sanabria include:

lllustrations of all face different stamps . . . a help to all collectors and a
necessity for Topical collectors.

Souvenir sheets illustrated and priced.

Covers listed — of great importance; a stamp on cover can be worth many
times more than the same stamp off cover.

Quantities of stamps issued are given when known.
Proofs, essays and specimen are listed.

Many major listings in Sanabria do not appear until much later in other cata-
logues, Knowing these stamps from the outset can save many times the cost
of the catalogue. Examples:

The ltalian Colonies 'Servicio di Stato' ovarprints were listed and priced at $17.50

each by Sanabria in the 1936 edition of the catalogue. These stamps, now worth
$500.00 each, ware not listed by Scott until 1953,

The Scadta surcharges of Ecuador were listad in Sanabria back in 1936: Scott First
listed them in 1958.

Chile #1-5, listed in Sanabria in 1936, appeared in Scott in 1948.
The famcus Earhart & Sarabia issues of Mexico were first included by Scott in 1956
., some twenty years after Sanabria had listed them.

The Air Fund issues of Turkey, in Sanabria since 1937, appeared in Scott for the first
fime in 1965,

There are more than 750 listings in Colombia alone which are not found in other cata.

logues.

These facts speak for themselves . . . be informed . . . know your stamps.

Order now ... PRICE $15.00

< onabia
Ridgefield, Conn. 06877

Phone: (203) 438 - 3763




