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VOLUME 50 FEBRUARY 2013 READERS' LETTERS 

California calling 
Regarding your 'Happy Half-century to Bulletin' item 
in the October edition, I looked back into my storage 
boxes and found that I first subscribed in the 1960s. 
At that time, I retained only articles I wanted for future 

reference and so I do not have the complete volumes 
of Bulletins. Since then I have kept the whole magazine. 

I did find a reference to the September 13, 1965 
issue of the Battle of Britain stamps; and another 
reference to the 2/- stamp book containing eight 3d 
stamps 'going on sale between 16 May and 30 
September 1966'. I did not find anything earlier than 
these references. So 1965 must be my start year. 

As a lad born in Glasgow in 1928, I started my 
collection when I was about ten years old and got into 
British Empire stamps. And I still have my first Stanley 
Gibbons Catalogue of 1944 'with Egypt and Iraq'! I 
emigrated to California in 1958 but I cannot remember 
how I found out about the Bulletin. The main thing is 
that I have subscribed to it all these years in order to 
keep up with British philately, even though I cannot 
attend Stampex and all the other UK activities 
celebrating this great hobby. 

As for the changes to Bulletin, my age alone will tell 

you that some of the fine print is a bit hard on my eyes! 
The size of the publication creates its own restraints I 
suppose. Apart from that, keep up the good work! 
David A W Young, Newport Beach 

Battle of Britain 

'e very much enjoyed receiving your letter fron 
the Sunshine State in our chilly "·inter. There are 
no plans to print Bulletin i a larger format, but 
perhaps we should offer subscribers a convenient 
magnifying glass? Please spread the word about 
Bulletin among your Californian collecting chums. 

+a \ class 
+ 

/1 - tee. <el 

Another 'golden' 
reader ... " 

~--===- -·-- ~---- ----- 45.<545 
,._,,.__... ___....-- --- =--=- - -.::-:..-=- ... --- Volumes 1 and 2 issues. --- 

1 also remember visiting the _:::::...-----r 
Philatelic Bureau when it was first set up at the 
GPO Headquarters in St Martins-le-Grand, 
London, to buy stamps - particularly phosphor 
varieties - on the first day of issue. I support Larry's 
request for a searchable electronic version of back 
issues of Bulletin. And I do hope the normal 
delivery times can be restored, so that I am able to 
receive the various notifications well in advance. 
P W Constable, Barnet 

Larry Rosenblum's letter 
in the November issue 
reminded me that I 
subscribed to Bulletin from the 
first issue and still have the 
original typewritten issues from 

Electronic versions are underway. It's going to 
be a long haul and we'll keep you posted. We 
preview all ne,r stamps in the edition preceding 
the month of issue and hope that normal delivery 
times are re-established by the time you read this. 

Keep the mail coming ... 
The Editor welcomes your letters and the senders of those 
publ.shed wi'.l receive ph:!a!e'.:c det:ghts as a thank-you. 
Occasionally we award a Bulletin binder to the writer of a 
'F1rst-clJss letter' Send your letters to: The Ed.~r. Br ts" 
Ph:!Jte!.c 8Hf.etin, Ta!!ents House. 21 South Gyle Crescent, 
Edinburgh EH12 9PB. Remember, you can also send 
e-mails to: bulletin.enquwries@royal\mad.cor 
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Doctor Who ahoy! Your preview of a unique 
new stamp set that lands on Earth next month 
THE UNIVERSE'S favourite Time Lord is being honoured with a stellar stamp 
issue. Doctor Who, the longest running science-fiction series on Planet Earth, 
celebrates 50 years with special stamps featuring all eleven Doctors and a 
rviiniature Sheet with those fiendish enemies, the Daleks and the Cybermen. 

First broadcast on 23 November 1963, Doctor Who became compulsory 
Saturday teatime viewing for children and adults 
alike, attracting audiences of over 15 million. The 
programme has won five BAFTAs and featured 
guest appearances by the likes of Sir Derek 
Jacobi, Kylie lVIinogue and Simon Pegg. 
The Doctor Who special issue, launching on 

26 March, comprises eleven First Class stamps 
and a five-stamp Miniature Sheet, both designed 
by London consultancy GBH. 

) t 
p 

Doctor Who specials -stamp by stamp 
Eleven First Class Stamps will be pri 
three sheets. The first will feature Matt 
current Doctor), David Tennant and C 
Eccleston; the second, Paul McGann, 
McCoy, Colin Baker and Peter Davison; 
third will feature Tom Baker, Jon Pertwee, 
Troughton and original Doctor William Hart 

The eleventh Doctor: Matt Smith The youngest actor 
to play the Doctor, Smith faces old enemies the 
Silurians and new villains such as the Silence. 
The tenth Doctor: David Tennant Spiky haired and 
wearing pinstripe suit and t1rainers, Tenant's 
Doctor was a garrulous extrovert battling against 
the Cybermen and new aliens like the Krillitanes 
and the Weeping Angels. His companions included 
Rose Tyler (Billie Piper). 
The ninth Doctor: Christoplwr Errleston \\'itlh bi& 
leather jacket, jeans and Northern accent, Eccleston 
was a radical departure from previous Doctors in 
the rebooted 2005 series that saw the reintroduction 
of the Dale ks and the Autons. 
Thf' <'1ght/z Doctor: Paul .\ fr(,'a,m lln a 1996 ma 
for-tdn·ision film, i\kG,wn's }1))(1ll~'l.lt©Jtit 
in a San Fr,rnC'isco hospit,11 A\lliH~~liJ'..lifil 

caught in a gangland shooting, 
'The seventh Doctor: Sylvester McCoy T 

ravel back in time 
years with next 
3ca# tamp 
aturt 
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Doctor Who Miniature Sheet - Specifications 
Number of stamps 
Size of sheet 

Design 
Stamp format 

Stamp size 

Printer 
Print process 
Perforations 

Five 

115mm x 89mm 
GBH 

Special: Square 
Definitive: Portrait 

Special: 35mm x 35mm 
Definitive: 20mm x 24mm 
Joh. Enschede Stamps 
Gravure 
Special: 14.5 x 14.5 
Definitive: 15 x 14 

Phosphor Bars as appropriate ................................................................................................................... 
Gum Self-adhesive 

military taskforce UNIT to save Earth from creatures such as the Autons, 
Silurians and Sea Devils. 
The second Doctor: Patrick Troughton During Troughton's tenure from 1966 to 
1969, the show featured faster-paced stories with more aliens. Troughton. 
often described as a cosmic hobo, favoured a baggy suit and bow tie. He was 
assisted by oh-so-Sixties Polly (Anneke Wills), sailor Ben (l\fichael Craze) and 
HighlanderJamie (Frazer Hines) among others. 
The first Doctor: William HartnelbThe deli>ut ©octor was an irascible Edwardian 
who initially adventured space to fulfil the show's first 
intention of educatin ai,rnj s0ielil~. He was aptly 
accompanied by his ~~<sW<l',1;s_ ffillartndl's 'Sernnd 
series, with the introd the show becoming 
one of the world's long 

Minia et, stamp by ·aa 
The re Sheet feat e Doctor's favourite mode of transport and 
some ol is most notoriou: : IIB: 

First Class tams The Doc+ P 'ime e 
Dimensions in Space), famous! ~ ~ . 
with a faulty chanwkon circuit ensu ie in 
shape of a vintage police phone box. 
Second Class 'The Ood Humanoid in appearance until you get to those 
tentacles on the lower ponions of their faces, the Ood, e, speak 
through a translator device connected to their 'm<outl~' ~ 
Second CLaiS-s ('yber111a11 Originally humanoids from Earth's twin planet 
Mondas, Cybermen implanted artificial part-. into their bodies to become 
cold, calculating cyborgs and regular arch-enemies of the Doctor, 
Second Class Weeping Angel fwo Weeping Angels look at each other, they 
are stone form until :111 nut,idc f(HTl' rno,·c._ them apart, so this 
an aliens cover their eyes while they are moving, giving the 
impression that they are weeping, 
Second Class Dalek Super-villain Davos created the Daleks on the planet 
Skaro by implanting mutant Kaled bodies into robot shells. They are bent on 
universal domination and their favourite word is well known Exterminate!' 

Below: pictorial and plain 
postmarks are ava,labfe as 
alternatives to the Tallents 
House. Edinburgh First Day 
postmark. Cardiff was chosen 
because it is the p!ace where 
the BBC production team for 
Doctor Who is based 

Y O 

~ 
26 3. 2013 · 



OH 

m • pq AtrndUIO:J BU!lU!.ld Jno10:J settqn.:r 
~ ,(q p;;ilu!.ld ·tp.tBJl\1 96 JO ;m~p Jnss! dUIBlS Jtp J.lOJJCf ~pJ,\\ B 1noqe ;;i1-es 
'' uo 0@ 1ooqg o.1mepurjg an pue sduues 1004g a.1neut; sdutes oq[ op0q 0 
~ Jl[l JO q:::m;;i JO sJBBUI! pJ.a.m1 uJ Bll!JBJCf sp.1-eJ1sod uJJlUJAJS spJe~ dwels 
:IJ 
~ I 
o ·ssBI:J 1s.1!d ;;u-e sdw-e1s ~ 
i3_ IIV ·dcle JUOl[d! ®SJJI!UIS Jtp B!J\ JO S.IJI!U!S/UIOJ'l!BUl!BAO.l'i\\1\\1\\ lB JJ!A.lJS 
J pqe1 ®s.IJI!llIS Jtp JO 1.rncl se pJ.1JlJO JC{ 11!1' .. \ clm-e1s SIG11Vl Jl{l ®sJal!WS 
0 (C 

~ ·.1JlSBJJ\I Jtp pue SUBJB1uos 'sue!.ml!S ::, 

~ 'S~'!JlBQ 'UJlU.lJC{,\:) JO Jlll!l .IJJ\O SUO!lBU.IBJU! lUJ.lJlJ!P .l110J BU!.!OlB;;JJ spqBf 
~- @ l[l!"'\ SJA!l!ll!PP SIG"UVl sser:J lS.I!J OG JS!.1clwo::> II!''\ S!l[l laa4s O!JauaD ,'!?- 
~ :IJ 
0 'JA!SJl[pB-JiJS J.lB 
ii; pue Aqcle.1.aotp!f JO pBJlSU! J.mAB.1.a ll! pJlll!.td JC{ II!"\ knp se ';)nSS! durn-1s ,- 
~ lJJl{S Jl{l lUO.IJ .lJJJ!P sdUIBlS 01/Jl!l .wpoa ;;ll{l ·sdUIBlS SIG11Vl SSBf:J lS.l!~I 
Q .mOJ pu-e (tP!UIS UB]i\I '.1opoa 1u;;is;;i.1d ptrn 1i;;m1.1BH lUB!ll!iV\ '.101J©Q 1s.1y) (D 

SJ sdttm1s r-ep;;icls SSBI:J lS.l!J 01/JM 10700a ©Ml SJJl1lB;;JJ S! \LL >f008 dweis 11el8l:f 
s 

~ C. 
f po1ouinoqe so .aw[po 
£ A.1eoptsuy 1urea nu.aedos pup op pue 
(D ~ 
gj ;;>tp ffe Sll!BIUOJ ~PBd llO!lBl ~JmL- c. a, 

g uuunsod jS.1qupg 'osno] suoppu] 79108v so.appe) 
d osnopg suoppuj, prey fog o onsst yo Aep oq auo 1os 
(D 0s1e llB.J S.IJl!.UOJS l!R~ I!BJ•\I ft'..(0c1 l{Jll~)J lSIH!ll S.l;;)l\\ JI. 
i 7 199\1.10g10] s.1op.a 3sn] a9dxo@]jj.op0(q iq uon.as aosut ue q 
i .IJ.\O:) ABQ lS.1!:l l • nlttl!! >'SftB S! ~.1.;>tp pme Jll\~d -:-ioog dU11?.lS ~l'a!ISJ,td 
i B SJ.Ill 11:!~J JJAOD ,\ijQ IS.I!.'. t 'S-J!.1~)8' ,~ll!~!.10 ,up l!.llO.lJ S.IQ),>OQ n1:&!,) 
po Otq.to sdues .10100q 1u9901 nu otq) .oq0 tq1ts opqepea siaao9 Aeg say 

~ 
~ 
~ II> 
cil 
f, 
~ C: 

~ 
[ I') 

i004S :>tJSU3~ 
04,1,1 JO,::>OQ .146u 91\0Q\f 

UOllCS i!cUOSJ8d J-OJ 0000-S JO 
quo\d s19jjo 100ug 4s1oug 

'iU'CIQ Oi/,-;t.1 JOPOQ 8AOQ'Q' 



VOLUME 50 FEBRUARY 2013 STAMP SCENE 

Stamp Scene John Holman keeps you posted 
on events and activities in the philatelic world 

7 February Royal Philatelic Society display 'Blindman's Mail' (Gavin 
Fryer), 41 Devonshire Place, London Wl, 1pm. Non-members welcome by 
prior arrangement with the Aclrnin Office on 020 7486 1044. 
8 and 9 February Liverpool 2013 Fair, Liner Hotel (formerly Gladstone Hotel), 
Lord Nelson Street, Liverpool L3 5QB. Friday 10.30am to 5pm, Saturday 10am 
to 4pm. Enquiries: Fred O'Reilly 01226 765069 or Terry Barnett 015l 486 2610. 
9 February National Philatelic Society display 'They Also Served' by Christine 
Earle, Welsh Centre, 157-163 Gray's Inn Road, London WCI, 2.30pm. 
15 February Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, Russell Square, London 
,vc1. 9am to 4pm. Phone 020 8946 4489 or sce www.stampshows.net. 
20 to 23 February Spring Stampex, see below. 
22 February GB Philatelic Society display 'German Propaganda Forgeries· 
by Claudio Cassuto, Stampex, London Nl, 2pm. 
9 March National Philatelic Society display 'Wembley 1925 & 1925 (Ramon 
Goode), Welsh Centre, 157-163 Gray's Inn Rd, London CI, 2.30pm. 
15 and 16 March Salisbury Stamp Fair, Five Rivers Leisure Centre, Hulse 
Rel, Salisbury SPI 3NR, Friday I lam to 4.30pm, Saturday 10am to 3.30pm. 
22 March Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, Russell Square, 
London WCI. 
23 March National Philatelic Society country meeting at Westbex 2013, 
Kennet School, Stoney Lane, Thatcham, Berks RGI9 4LL, 1.30pm. 
16 April NPS seminar 'How can philatelists use online shopping to the best 
advantage?' by Francis Kiddle, the Phoenix Centre, Phoenix Place, London 
WCIX ODL, 1.30pm. Places are limitied and cost £5 (£3 for NPS members). 
For details visit www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps or call 01582 762284 • 

Events 

......................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Spring Stampex a the Business Design Centre. Cpprr Strcrt, London'>: I 
from 20 to 23 February ·· will include displays of cinderella and 
revenue stamps and related items. Some 200 frames of material will 
be shown and a number of" seminars arc planned. 
As usual Royal 1\lail will have a stand offering the full range of 

stamps and philatelic products. Second Class Post & Go '.\larhin:-. 
Jane Austen and the Freshwater Life Ponds Post & Go series will be 
available from the Royal !\fail stand on 20. '.21 and 22 February 
respectively, as well as a wide variety of topical philatelic material 
and sheet stamps. 

Stampex is open on Wednesday 11.30am to 7pm. Thursday and 
Friday I0am to t6pm, and Saturday I0am to pm. Admission is free 
and visitors receive a free programme of the exhibits and 
stand holders, which contains a free postcard shown right\ that can 
be posted to receive the exhibition postmark. The postcard 
reproduces an unused design for a 30p stamp honouring 

Stampex - this month 

\"'1 
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The East Anglian Postal History Study Circle has recently celebrated its East Anglia Anniversary 
50th anniversary. The Circle, covering Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, 
Huntingdonshire, Lincolnshire, Norfolk and Suffolk, publishes a useful journal 
'Eastern Angle'. The December 2012 issue contains a round-up of postal news in 
the counties based on reports in local press, radio and TV. Ken Smith writes on 
Suffolk and Norfolk boundary changes and Essex post offices, Gerald Daldry on 
the postal history of Colchester, Bob Ricketts on Huntingdonshire Rural Posts, 
and Ron Pegg on the Sub-Office Datestamps of Norfolk. Sent out with this issue 
was a 50th anniversary booklet detailing the Circle's history and listing its 
officers and publications. Most meetings are held in Stowmarket and the annual 
subscription is a modest £10. For further information contact,John Copeland, 
20 The Vale, Brentwood, Essex CM15 4UP or see www.eaphsc.webs.com • 

The Letter Box Study Group (LBSG) has for many years recorded details of 
British and overseas letter boxes and publishes a very well produced 
Ne·wsletter (a 52-page A4 magazine) as well as other publications and 
postcards. The current winter Newsletter reflects the vitality of this Group. 
with a listing of 28 new members. Nearly every page carries colour 
illustrations of boxes, including the ones recently painted gold to celebrate 
UK sporting success at the Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
There are features on Penfold boxes, boxes in Sudan, Suriname, Svalbard, 

Swaziland and Sweden (in an A to Z of Overseas Boxes series), boxes in the 
Republic of Ireland, and crested china pillar boxes. For information on 
LBSG membership contact Val Scott, 38 Leopold Avenue. Birmingham B20 
l ES, e-mail membership@lbsg.org or visit www.lbsg.org • 

Letter Box Study Group 

i~LETITR BOX STUDY GROUP 
IWsL TIER 147=- WINIER A 

C: ••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ Lastjune (page 305) in a feature on the background to the Charles Dickens Charles Dickens 
8 special issue, we gave details of Dickens events marking the bicentenary of bicentenary 
~ his birth. I noted that the Charles Dickens ~Iusrum in Doughty Street 
& London WCl was closed. It reopened in December after a £3 million 
~ revamp and now includes a visitor centre and cafe. Dickens lived there from 
~ 1837 to 1839, writing Oliver Twist and .icholas ickleby and finishing The 
i Picku.,1ick Paj,ers. The i\h.1st"um is open daily 10nm to 5pm (last admission 
~ 4pm), admission ;(;8 adults . .[,G concessions, [A children aged six to 16. For 
i further details phone 020 7405 2127 or e-mail info@clickensmuseum.com 
j A feature on Dickens· ,·;uious homes was published in Thf' British Philatf'lir 
! Bulletin in October 1993 (page 35), coinciding 
wuh rhe issue of A Christmas Carol stamps. 
O 

~ In November 2012 a copy of A Christmas Carol I with a personal note by Dickens on the flyleaf to 
~ the widow of a close friend was sold in New York 
~ for L21,800 (S3:1.00tn. It has been acquired by thc 
Z people of Malton. North Yorkshire, the town said 
~ to have inspired Dickens to write the honk. On ! nrri,al in :\laltn11 the book was given a line 
E welcome by the local Dickens Society, which runs 
g a Dickens museum in the town 

t 3 

t 
Above. the Charles Dickens 
Museum. Doughty Street 
R ght Mr Burnb!c. fr'0m 
the 20l2 spoc JI ISSOO 
marking the ticentenary 
of Dickens' tirth 
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VOLUME 50 FEBRUARY 2013 DEFINITIVES 2012 CHECKLIST 

Checklist of 2012 definitives A full list to complete your 
records of last year's Machin, London 2012 and Jubilee definitives 

Please note We quote Royal Mail order numbers 
(prefixed OS, YB etc) as given on Tallents House stock 
lists • Key to printers: C = Cartor, D = De La Rue, 
E = Enschede, W = Walsall • Printing process: 
G = gravure, L = litho, I = intaglio • Unless otherwise 
stated, definitive and country stamps are self-adhesive, 

Counter Sheet Definitives 

5 January 1st Class x 2 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games (DS959); Worldwide 20g x 2 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games (DS9GO); all four D, G. 

·························································································· 
have a perforation gauge of 15 x 14 (with ellipses at 6 February 1st Class Diamond Jubilee (DS461) D. G 
lower left and right sides) and two phosphor bands { with iridescent ink. 
(2nd class standard size one band) • The dates quoted ! .. 
are those on which the stamps were first available from 25 April 1st Class Large Diamond Jubilee (DS9O1) W, G 

1 
Tallents House; in some instances they may have been with iridescent ink. 87p Orange (0S870): S:::1 28 fmerJ.!d 
available at Post Offices earlier to meet postal needs % (DS128;£1.90, Rhododendron (DS190\. al W. G. » 
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6x1 

.4lg. 
ROY AL MAIL DEFINITIVE STAMPS 

a 
. . . 

. . ieec e 58 

6S'. 

, 6S'. 

Top: Diamond Jubilee definitives in the Classic Locomotives 
of Scotland Stamp Book. Above and right: Presentation 
Packs of Royal Mail 2012 definitives and Country Stamps. 
Above right: mixed-value pane in the Roald Dahl PSB 

25 April 4 x 1st Large Diamond Jubilee Definitives 
(UB341 ). W, G. 

31 May 4 x 1st Diamond Jubilee Definitives + 
2 x Diamond Jubilee pictorials showing The Queen on 
her Golden Jubilee (UB342). W, G. 

27 September 4 x 1st Diamond Jubilee Definitives 
+ 2 x 1st Classic Locomotives of Scotland stamps 
showing trains BR 034 Nos. 62471 and 62496 
(UB351). W., G. 

celebrations - · Salam dari Pos Kerajaan lnggris - Hello 
from Royal Mail - Indonesia 2012' (AT071). C, L. 

·························································································· 
27 June 8 x 1st Olympic Definitives. 8 x 1st Paralympic 
Definitives, 2 x Olympic Worldwide. 2 x Paralympic 
Worldwide + labels showing illustrations of Games 
venues - 'London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games Venues· Smilers0 Sheet (AT072). 

Commemorative sheets 

1 October 6 x 1st Diamond Jubilee Definitives with 

1 display quote from Elizabeth II on her accession in 1952 
'(UB355). W. G. 

: Pictorial (Smilers®) generic sheets 

20 January 20 x 1st Fireworks greetings + labels with 
traditional scenes of Chinese New Year, Lunar Nevw Year 
of the Dragon 23 January 2012 - 9 February 2013 
(ATO?O). C, L. 

18 June 20 x 1st Hello stamps + labels depicting a 
variety of views of Indonesian landscape and traditional 

10 April 10 x 1st Crown Seal Smi!ers® -t- labels featuring a 
variety of images of the Titanic story - 'Royal Mal Ship 
Titanic. Commemorating The 100th Anniversary' (AVO16). 

·························································································· 
1 May 1 Ox Union Flag stamps + labels with film posters, 
·celebrating 50 Years of James Bond (AVOl 7). 

·························································································· 
5 October 1O x Union Flag + labels featuring Spike 
Milhg.:in. Harry Secombe and Peter Sellers - '40th 
Anrnversary of the last Goons Show· {AV018). 

·························································································· 
8 November 1 O x Fireworks greetings ... labels show.ng 
footballers. · 150 Ann1versa1y of Notts County Football 
Club' (AVO19) % 



Philatelic Bullet® 

Below: Stampex First Day Cover 
from February 1973, with Oak 
Quercus robur stamp designed 
by David Gentleman and 
featured on the front page of the 
Bnt.sh Philatelic Bulletin of 
March 1973 

This month in history John Holman revisits the old 
oak tree that featured on the front page of the British 
Philatelic Bulletin 40 years ago, in Volume 10 
In February 1973 the Post Office issued the first of what was intended to be an 
occasional series on British Trees. As 1973 was designated Tree Planting Year, tile 
stamp rather appropriately featured an oak tree, probably Britain's most iconic and 
popular tree. The 9p stamp (overseas rate) was designed by David Gentleman and 
shows the tree in full leaf, Mr Gentleman prepared two designs and the unused one 
showing the tree without leaves was illustrated in Bulletin in April 1973 (page 13), 
where it was noted that a fully leafed tree had been deemed 'more appropriate'. 

The stamp was printed by Harrisons in six colours and overprinted with two 
phosphor bands. A number of errors are known - missing brownish-black colour 
(value and inscription); missing brownish-grey (Queen's head) and phosphor; 
phosphor omitted; and one broad band instead of two phosphor bands. One 
constant variety is catalogue listed- a broken letter k in 'Oak' - found on the 
second stamp of row 9 in the sheets of 100. 
The Oak stamp went on sale on 28 February during Stampex, where the Post 

Office sales counters and display frames were designed as trees (see May 1973 
Bulletin, page 4). The Post Office produced a Stampex commemorative cover 
showing an oak tree from an engraving of 1542, in addition to the regular first day 
cover. Covers could be posted at the exhibition for the regular Stampex 
handstamp, or for a special one showing an acorn and oak leaf as the central 
motif. Other special handstamps in use on the day of issue were Hatfield Broad 
Oak, Plant a Tree, and Tree Planting, Westonbirt Arboretum. Also sought by first 
day cover collectors are covers cancelled by the circular datestamps of Oakham, 
Four Oaks, Sevenoaks and other tree-related places. 

The stamp was withdrawn on 17 February 1974. Sales had amounted to 
5,875,100. Some 96,722 Presentation Packs were sold and the pack can be found 
with German language insert card. Only one more stamp was added to the intended 
series- a 10p stamp showing a Horse Chestnut, issued the following February • 

British trees/The Oak 
» 
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Notes for young stampers, parents and 
teachers 2013 is set to be an exciting year for young 
collectors, with this sporty design competition 
Next month a nationwide competition to find the best 'future Gold Medal 
Winer' stamp designer is launched in UK schools by Royal Mail in 
association with iChild. 

You will find updates on all the details in future issues of the British 
Philatelic Bulletin, but lo get ahead of the game, you can download the new 
Royal Mail Smilers" app from the App Store for iPad or iPhone. (The app 
is also available from Google Play Store early February). Once it is 
downloaded, just select the 'Future Gold Medal Winner' stamp template, 
which you will need to help you design your personalised photo stamp in 
the correct shape. The template can be downloaded for free, and you will 
need this for the competition, so file it away safely! 
We recommend a visit to www.iChild.co.uk to check out the Sporting 

Dreams activities and education resources that support the "Future 
Gold Medal Winner" stamp theme. You will also find handy stamp 
collector sheets and much more! Please pass this information onto any 
and/or sporty schoolteachers in your neighbourhood • 

I 
~~ 

h· ~ _,. 
A-\a 

Sporting Dreams 
Stamp detective Now you can download a clever 'stamp detective' to 
discover hidden secrets of your collection! Online tool retro Reveal analyses 
an uploaded image of a stamp to show hidden or difficult-to-sec details such 
as postmarks and overprints. It can also 'remoye' marks, making it easier for 
you to study an actual stamp in its entirety. Using image processing 
technology, retrolReveal separates the stamp picture into diflcrent 'colour 
channels'. Postmarks, for example, can appear more distinct in a particular 
channel. Retro Reveal is a free website service from the UniYersitY of Utah in 
the USA go to retroreveal.org, scan in your stamps and get detecting! 

British Postal Museum and Archive New stamp collrctors arr usually 
krrn to discover the wonders of the British Postal l\lusrum and Archive 
(BPM A). Its collect ion includes registrat ion sheets, essays (trial stamp:-) and 
printers proofs of all stages of British stamp production from 1840 to 
the present day as well as highwaymen's pistols. unused designs and 
other philatelic treasures too numerous to mention here. If you have 
a passion for stamps and/or arc doing some serious research into 
postal history, the best way to see this amazing philatelic and postal 
history collections is by making an appointment with the Curator of 
Philately. Douglas Muir just call 020 7239 2570 or c-mail infoa 
postal heritage.org.uk. 

The BPMA, located at Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC 
near the famous Mount Pleasant sorting office, is open Monday to Friday 
I0am to pi Thursdays until 7pm This can vary a bit, so before you 
plan a visit, check opening times at www.postalheritage.org.auk o 

y l} aaation 
,'.zi] ®·rs» 

-- 
Above. this Sporting Dreams 
Educ.:iticn Resources pack is 
D\'31!.Jble to U teachers 



The men of Austen 
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And how, pray, does they/9ls, 9f Jart [Austen appeal 
to the manly philatelist? We explore th odern 
message for men behiD~ this rtmnth's,, ew stamp issue 
-from which lady philatblists may al&o take courage 

l 

Top: the gentlemanly no-fuss 
superstar - in the 1995 ITV 
adaptation of Austen's Pride 
and Pre;ud1ce, Cohn Firth 
reaffirmed to the world the 
desirableness of Mr Darcy 

Pnde and Prejudice stamp: 
Elizabeth Bennet studies a 
portrait of Mr Darcy in one of 
the Jane Austen stamps 
issued on 21 February. For 
stamp details and the Austen 
quotations that inspired the 
illustrations by Angela Barret, 
see Preview on pages 152 to 
154 of January Bulletin 

STRO:\G. STOIC:.\LI.Y SII.E:\T, emotionally challenged, with a heart that 
thumps oh-too-quietly beneath his manly breast. Yes, it is Mr Darcy, expert 
brooder and manful sporter of the stiff upper lip. 'Go on, tell her you love 
her,' you want to shout. No? What about a sly kiss, then?' 

But you know he will not, not until the final pages of Pride and Prejudice & 
"' unfurl. Because Mr Darcy, like all Jane Austen's heroes, is a slow-burner. £ 

And like all her novels too - where emotions are trapped in the web of 
Georgian polite society, and love will only out when heroes and heroines ~ 
have gone through all sorts of agonies before passion slowly, cautiously, ~ 
breaks the bonds of the social mores of the ime. E 

You only have to look at this month's new Jane Austen stamps here to see what ~ 
we mean. The studied poses, the cautious, measured interaction between man ~ 
and woman. Bodices and breeches remain decidedly unripped. & 

ii r 
a. 
"' 

British behaviour So, 200 years later, what has changed? Well, not much when B 
you really think about it. Yes, we have had the 'New Man', the rise of metro- ~ 

'O 

sexuals and Beckham wearing a skirt, but in our heart of hearts we British men ~ 
::, 

know we can leave all public shows of hysterical emotion and hand-kissing larks ~ 
to the Continentals. Let the French smoulder provocatively and the Italians 1 
weep with passion in order to hook a hot elate. \Ve continue in the belief that a ! 

er: 
lady likes an upper lip that is good and stiff, heroic endeavour that is nice and ~ 
noiseless. Among Austen's dreamboats, bores and scoundrels alike, where there ~ 
is true love to be declared, it is best conveyed in a solid, manly sort of way. f 

E 
And to some extent we have Jane Austen to thank for this. No matter how Bl 
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'modern' British men become, the stoical pride of Austen's heroes remains 
the role model - the idea of 'getting on with it' without a fuss, whether that 
means we carry on putting up a shelf after hitting a thumb with the hammer 
or continue pushing forward with a leg wound in Helmand. 
Austen's men can be seen as the prototype of The British Male, the 

serious, reserved hero, that particular breed of emotionally controlled (but 
not emotionless) manliness. Austen's influence on the way British men view 
themselves cannot be denied. 
Just think of some of her leading gentlemen. Colonel Brandon from Sense 

and Sensibility, solid, serious, dependable= still many a British mother's 
fantasy of the perfect son-in-law if she is being honest with herself. Brandon 
loves flighty Marianne Dashwood, but he is 'old' at 35, and she prefers the 
dashing, charming, younger Mr Willoughby. Plain quiet words and reliable 
moral strength triumph, however, and Brandon wins her hand. 

Centuries of sensibility In .orthanger Abbey, Henry Tilney is more lively 
than Brandon, can be a bit of a teaser and sometimes has unseemly outbursts 
of pride. But he too is serious, especially as a clergyman in his duty to his 
parish. He also slags off then-trendy Bath. And, importantly, bangs on 
about the shallowness of fashion. How British male is that? 

But have we always been like this? Well, no actually. British reserve as we 
know it tolay, helped along by Austen and the extraordinary changes in 
Georgian society, \\'as certainly not always the norm. Roll back a coupk of » 

Sense and Sensibility stamp: 
when Marianne Dashwood is 
distraught at being pa.nfully 
spumed by cad John 
Willoughby. she is comforted 
by her elder sister Sinor 

Top left: in the 1995 Co'.umbia 
movie Alan Rickman effortlessly 
interprets Colonel Brandon's 
respectful conversational tone 
with El.nor while he is inwardly 
simmenng with resentment over 
the wooing ways of Willoughby 
(top nght, played by Greg Wise) 
with Mananne ( Kate Wins.et) 

Northanger Abbey stamp: 
Catherine Morland's penchant 
for horror le3ds to problems 

Below left· in the 2007 TV 
film, Henry Tilney (JJ Field) 
steps in to guide Catherine 
(Felicity Jones) away from 
the dark s:de 
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, Men were attempting to navigate their way 
between manliness, emotion and restraint , 

centuries and we find Elizabethan men letting it all hang out, They were notably 
'emotional, hard-drinking, hard-tighting, passionately pursuing the girls at 
every opportunity, I the 7th century. just two generations before Austen, even 
Italian visitors to London were shocked at their hosts' behaviour 
Into Georgian times now, and being in touch with one's emotions, giving 

vent to public expressions of feeling, were still as welcome as ever. In fact, 
emoting was becoming fashionable, \\'ith the 
Brits following what has been dubbed the 'cult of 
sc11sibili1y': in an increasingly sophisticated, 
urban and urbane society, having complex 

emotions ,,·as considerl'd a sign of refinement for men as well as \\'Omen. 
Being called sentimental was a definite sign of approval. Such things, 
however, were soon to change ... 

Persuasion stamp. ye3rs after 
Anne Elliot breai..s off her 
engagement to her first love 
he returns to town a suave 
and succesful naval captain 

In the 1995 fim version (below) 
Captain Fredenck Wenl\vorth 1s 
played by senously hunky. 
Bel!ast-bom Oaran Hinds 

The swan song of sentiment The journey from Elizabethan Renaissance Ape 
:\bn 1hrough Georgian Ke\\· ~Ian 10 ~loclern Stiff Upper-Lipped Man was 
charted in a recent television programme, lan Hislop's Stiff UjJ/H'r l1j, - An 
Emotional History of Britain. In i1 Hislop reveals a contradiction, during the 
Georgian area, in the British male psyche (sounds familiar?). Yes, British men 
were acolytes of sensibility, but the opposite ,·irtue of reserve, of moderation, of 
srlf-control - then called ·politeness' - was also becoming quite the thing by the 
time ,\usten took up her pen. No wonder we poor blokes are so confused today. 

As Hislop puts it: In Jane Austen's day, although many were guided by 
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the cult of feelings, men were also influenced by another, someLimes 
contrary, 18th century fashion: politeness. And it \\'Ould be politeness that 
prepared the ground for the stiff upper lip. 

'In the 18th century, not unlike today, British men were attempting Lo 
navigate their way between manliness, emotion and resLraint.' 

Blame it on the Revolution Luckily modern BriLish men can blame the 
French for being so damnably British, so uncomfonably inCTe:s:iblr in the top 
lip region. The excesses of the French Rc,·olution in 1789 and The Terror 
that followed horrified BriLish poliLe society. The rule of the mob, murckrs 
of 'decent' aristocraLs in the sLrecr, Lhe public e:s:ecuLions - all were seen as 
unconLrollccl sensibility, the venting of emotion, gone mac!. 
'In the face of turmoil across the Channel, BriLish culture was about Lo 

E change,' observes Hislop. 'Once so fashionable. scrnirnentality began to bl' 
~ seen as dangerously sub,·crsin·.' ..... 
I, Good gracious, could sensitive British men risk being infected by the 
E 
~ same madness? \\'ould British socieLy go the same rotten way as the French? 
(I) Yes Lhey could: yes it might. So the British solution \\":-ts to crank up on our 
! rescrw and \\'incl clo\\·n our emotions. i\:o longer was this only a matter of 
~ 
§ social rd1ncnwnt nm,· it was about the defence of the realm. :\ml in the 
if midst or these changes was the great society oh::-en·rr J111c .\u,tt·n. liuth 
C) 

<I'. recording and influencing the turn of the social tide in her novels, 
"O 

2 As Hislop says: A new code of conduct was emerging, which prized 
constrain and control, Jane Austen captured this better than any other writer 
G of the dav, as again and again she explored the theme of how far one should 
! cypress one's emotions. Austen created a new sort of English romantic hero, 
' hose unlikely defining characteristics were restraint and reserve. 
7 Care Austen's wonderfully British males of literary fame who have 
somehow managed to walk off her pages and with shoulders back, chin up 
and upper lip just stiff enough to inhabit the real Britain today. A number » 

Mansfield Park stamp: Fanny 
Price pauses to taise courage 
before facing the fam,;y - and 
her be'.oved cous,n 

Above left in the 1999 
comedy- drama loosely based 
en Austen's novel, Edmund 
Bertr-1m (Jonny Lee Miller\ 
eventu::i'lv g,\·es up h:s 
p!Jnt::it,on for devo:ed Fanny 
(Frances O'Connor). She has 
\\':l ted an age for h m and 
neanwhe escaped the 
advances of the lustful H:my 
CrJwford 1pl::iyed by Amcr,cJn 
Alessandro Nvola, top) 
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Emma stamp: Mr Knightley is 
g ven a cool farewell by Emma 

Top: Knightley (Jeremy 
Northam) tentat,vely moves in 
tor a canoodle in the 1999 
movie. w,th Gwyneth Paltrow 
as Emma 

Right: Jane Austen was last 
honoured on Royal Mail 
stamps in October 1975 
with this set illustrated by 
Barbara Brown. Mr Darcy 
gets a stamp of his own. Mr 
Woodhouse has to have a 
sit-down, and Henry Crawford 
lounges in garments of 
appropriately loud pattern 

honourable, 

of dramatic adaptations of Austen's novels have 
lrought her a new audience via television and 
l'IIH'lll.\ '-l'l'l'\'11'. 

Fit1\\ illi.1111 Daucv. a n·111r.tl rli.1ral'11·r i11 l',itk 
and Prejudice, has gained global admiration 
through the on-screen performance of Colin 
Firth. Mr Darey is master of understated British 
manliness and reserve. Darkly proud and aloof, 
he both infuriates and mesmerises Elizabeth 
Bennet until he shakes off enough male pride to o 
successfully propose to the girl he has always 
loved with a pa::-sio11 he cou lei 1101 slim,·. 

In J>t'l'.11/aJion. Captain Frederick Wentworth, 
mannered. is ::-hattcrccl when :\nnr Elliot is 

persuaded by her godmother to break off her engagement to him. But like 
any bran' Brit male, he is able to harness all his reserves of blokeish sclf­ 
rontrol to convince himself he no longer lows her (even though he does, of 
course. the poor blind fool). 

In .\lan:ijidd Park. honest. upright. kind clergyman Edmund Bertram is in 
mortal clanger or appearing wet. Bu when his vocation is mocked, and he is 
told that 'a clergyman is nothing' Edmund mans up nicely, saying: 'l 
cannot call 1h:11 situ:uion nothing. \\'hich has the charge of all that is the first 
importance 10 mankind.' Nice one, Eddy boy, you tell 'em. 
Then take brothers George and john Knightlcy from Emma, who greet 

each other after a long time apart with an exchange befitting two business 
associates . Austen neatly describes this as an exchange that 'succeeded in 
the true- English style. burying under a calmness that seemed all but 
indifference, the real attachment which would have led either of them, if 
requisite. to do everything for the good of the other'. 

But it is this rather beautiful line, delivered by George to sweetheart 
Emma \\'ooclhouse, that shows the British male at his measured, manly _ 

E best: If I Im-eel you less, I might be able to talk about it more'. ~ 
Mediterranean Man, ea your hysterical heart out. .. bring me my stamp S 
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1st Class 
up to 100g 

What big eyes you 
have, Emperor! 
The Emperor Dragonfly is one to be watched 
by the rest of the pondlife released this month in 

... the new illustrated Post & Go issue 
F n 
~ N1 >.IC lh.t•::-; :1bnu1 pnnd lil"i· in l'r1>lll of this big boy he is not someone you \\",\111 o lllL'SS \\·ith. The Emperor Dr.,grndl>, Briuin's l.1rgc::-1, i:- a highly rft1cient 
~ killing machine and will rule any pond he p.llrol., ll>r pre:, \\'ith a 12rm 
a o wingspan the Bem-long, Emperor has the most impressive physique in the » 

Above de!.c:i:e 90s:;:.1.mer 
wings and the exsceleta} 
battle nrrnC\lH ot l no E mpca't 
Drag011'\. c- c,:.,o vf ,mJ ,., th.~ 
month's new Post & Go +ssue 
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Guides to Emperor-spotting 
The Wildlife Trusts' 40 Places to See Dragons is 
a handy guide to spotting dragonflies in beautiful 
locations - from Black-Tailed Skimmers and Ruddy 
Darters amid the reeds on Somerset's Westhay 
Moor to Golden-Ringed Dragonflies and Azure 
Damselflies at Falstone Moss in Northumberland. 
You can find the guide at www.wildlitetrusts.org. 

Why not build a pond and protect dragonflies 
and other water dwellers? BBC2's Springwatch 
programme has a really easy way to do it-- in a tin 
bath! See: www.bbc.eo.uk/programmes. 

Above: the Anax imperator 
larva can re-create lost limbs. 
Below: the hugely powerful 
eyes that give the dragonfly its 
strategic hunting advantage 

business, and every 'bone' in his exoskeletal body 
seems hell-bent on hunting, 

For all their stately, iridescent beauty, dragon­ 
flies are rampaging carnivores who devour the 
equivalent of a fifth of their body weight every 
day. And hunting is a high-stakes game the 
Emperor plays with deadly accuracy. He feeds o 
almost any flying insert, including butterflies and 
even other dragonflies. Midges, mosquitoes and 
11irs arr also on his menu. 
The Emperor - scientific name Anax -im/1emtor 

and also known as the Blue Emperor appears 
with other fasrinating pond creatures on stamps 

in the first set of thr 2013 Post & Go series Freshwater Life, rrlcnsrcl 011 22 
February. But the colourful. finely illustrated images cannot, of course, tell 
the full story of life and death in and above the averagr British pond. (Or 
lake or canal: Emperors haunt them too.) 

lndcrcl. the next time you takr a leisurely stroll round your local pond on a 
lazy summer afternoon, all might seem peaceful but above you any number of 
aerial battles may be raging. Look up to sre an exquisite cornflower-blue male 
Emperor slicing through the air. He will be defending his territory fiercely, 
patrolling the water almost without cease, scoping out intruders and looking for 
females to mate with. Male rivals will be attacked and killed if necessary. 

Ruling the pond The Emperor's killing technique 
is bold and fast, snatching prey in mid-air and 
often eating them in flight. There are two secrets 
to his success. First, his vision. Huge eyes, the 
biggest in the insect world, with around 30,000 
lenses, make spotting prey simple - victims can 
be observed up to 15 metres away. Dragonflies' 
all-round vision allows them to keep those victims , 

·;:: 

in sight at all times, no matter how deft their ~ 
s aerial manoeuvres. Larger, forward-facing lenses ~ 

on the upper part of the eyes, however, mean that ~ 
a dragonfly will often attack flying prey from ~ 
below and behind. ~ 

'iii 
Secondly, his powers of flight are extraordinary .. § 

a With its two sets of broad wings, a dragonfly can 5 
move forwards, backwards and sideways, changing ~ 
direction rapidly. The Emperor's top speed is G 

·;; 
around 25mph and it cruises at about 10mph. ~ ..., 

~ 
Bad boys Emperors arc bad boys but they are ;J! 

ui 
pretty bad babies too. Even as larvae, slowly ~ 

g 
developing underwater in a pond for two years ~ 

z 
after hatching, they prey on a wide variety of o 
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Size matters 
Dragonflies pre-date dinosaurs and have been flying in our skies for around 
300 million years. Fossils show their wingspan was once a whopping 75cm. 
Compare that with the world's biggest dragonfly today and there is simply no 
contest - the Megafoprepus coerufatus from Central America weighs in with a 
wingspan of just 19cm. And the world's tiniest dragonfly, the Nannophya 
pygmaea from east Asia, is only 1.5cm long with wings a mere 2cm wide. 

creatures, from insect larvae and worms to snails, tadpoles and small fish. 
Once a target is selected, the larva's spiny jaw whips out and nabs it, impaling it 
on those spines. Nasty. Of course the dragonfly larva is vulnerable to attack too, 
from waterbirds and fish, but it can replace limbs lost in attacks by moulting. 
With killing and survival powers such as these, no wonder Emperors are going 

places. You will find them all over the south of England and south \ Vales, but 
there is evidence that the population is spreading northwards, and they have 
now been found in Ireland too. And this is at a time when dragonflies are battling 
for survival as ponds, their natural territory, are disappearing under the shadow 
of progress. But the Emperor's continued success is 
hardly surprising: like any great imperial figure, he 
is simply finding new lands to conquer. 
For full philatelic specifications of this issue 

and the other new stamps in the Post & Go series, 
see page 151 of January Bulletin • 

c1. A species under threat 
~ Robust the Emperor may be, but the British 
C: 
~ dragonfly population in general is under threat. 
~ Huge swathes of the dragonfly's natural habitats 
3 
a have been wiped out: the number of ponds has 
9 
halved in the last 50 years and the draining of 
cy 

~ farm land and pollution have also token their toll, 5 
Three species have died out during that time and 

Above: the female Emperor. 
like the male, can cruise at 
around 25mph 
Below: other UK stamps 
portraying the dragonfly - in 
the 1985 Insects and 2001 
Pondlife stamp sets 

I 
I 
~ 
1 
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a third of the 42 species seen in Britain are 
threatened. But there are safe havens amid the 
upheaval, such as the Dragonfly Centre at the 
National Trust's Wicken Fen National Nature 
Reserve near Ely in Cambridgeshire. 

In this wetland region in the summer you can 
watch thousands of dragonflies and their smaller 
cousins, damselflies, representing no less than half 
of Britain's species. You may well see, for example, 
the Emperor. the Hairy Dragonfly, Emerald Damselfly 
and Red Eyed Damselfly. 

Wicken Fen is said to be one of the best places in 
Britain to observe dragonflies - see a glowing, richly 
coloured cloud of them filling the summer air and you 
will understand why. 

From June to August, the Dragonfly Centre, 
opened by BBC TV's Springwatch presenter Chris 
Packham, runs a number of 'dragonfly safaris'. 
dragonfly biology courses and macro photography 
masterclasses to help you take stunning dose-ups 
of these beautiful insects. To find out more phone 
01733 204286 or visit www.dragonfly project.org uk. 
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Self-service innovations John Newcomb 
traces the development of Post & Go machines 

Royal Mail 
POSTAGE PAID UK 
2511!21117 co.n 12 =-r:; 

Above: Birmingham BO label 
bearing the launch date of 
Post & Go 

Below: an early label with 
serrated edges at the top 
and bottom 

pe 

."3to 20g 
O; ; Post ° 
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2 

0.10kg --·---- - --------- 
Royal Mail 

POSTAGE PAID £0.30 

Stamp-selling machines have been around for many decades and the trial of 
Frama machines (1984 to 1985\ was not the only such experiment by the Post 
Oflice. Post & Go was launched on 29,January 2007 at Birmingham BO (l), 
closely followed by Maidstone and Belfast BOs using Pitney Bowes and Fujitsu 
equipment. Only inland first and second class letters and packets up to 6kgs 
could be accepted. Customers weighed their postings, paid for them, the 
machine printed the appropriate dated label (giving one day's grace) and the 
labelled items were to be placed in an adjacent box. In October 2007 the 
experiment was extended to si., morr olTices: Gorton (Manchester), 'The 
Galleries Bristol, Doncastrr, South Shields, Sunderland and Clapham Common. 

In October 2008 WWincor Nixdorf machines replaced the previous equipment; 
Ludgate Circus BO London EC4· took 0\'Cr Gorton's machine. One Essentials 
office, Old Town, Hastings was added. The new machines first went live at the 
Bristol site. Some international mail could now be accepted and Fast Stamps (2) 
could be purchased and taken away for use later. These were printed in five 
variants: First Class letter; First Class Large letter up to 100g; Europe up to 20g; 
\ \'orldwide up to 10g and Worldwide up to 20g. At the same time redesigned 
labels (for use on the spot) now broadly came into line with Horizon labels, 
differentiating between First Class Large letters over 100g (I LL), First Class 
packets (I PK), Second Class letters (2L), Large letters (2LL), packets (2PK), and 
International Airmail letters over 20g (A), also printed papers and small packets. 

Post & Go's began to be recognised as 'real' stamps and philatelic interest 
increased, although some collectors had regarded the labels as collectable from 
the outset. From then on developments came thick and fast. Facilities with 
incor Nixdorf machines now total 147 sites, many with multiple kiosks. A list 
of these can be viewed at www.postandgo.co.uk. An unattended suite of four 
machines was set up in a lobby in Tudor Street next to the vacated Ludgate 

Circus BO which closed in April 2009. From early 2009 
labels have serrated top and bottom edges (3). Two successive 
design changes were made to the labels in 2009, the latter 
incorporating features of the SmartStamp. 
The first pictorial set of Post & Go stamps featured birds. 

To make space for the picture, the printed wording was 
shifted to the left in smaller typeface. This conversion 
started at the Ludgate Circus lobby on 8 September 2010 
(4) and proceeded to the 30 selected offices due to issue 
Birds I on 17 September. In a few kiosks not all the old font 
was acljusted in time for the pictorial stamps. 

Post & Go stamps had finally attained full status as 
collectibles and a great deal of philatelic interest resulted, 
not least in the occasional printing errors! From 24 
January 2011 (Birds II issue), the pictorial stamps went on 
sale at all Post & Go offices. Spring Stampex in February 
201 I saw the introduction of new Hytech desk-top Post & 

UK 
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Worldwide 
up to 40g 
Arnold Machin 
1911-1999 

002011 94-000026-90 

6 

1st Large 
up to 1005 

Diamond Jubilee 
1952-2012 ! 

00201.2 21-000072-02 
I '• ....... -· . ..:,,;,_ ---- __ .. 
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Go machines. They printed strips of five .Machin stamps in a subtly different 
typeface from that of the Wincor Nixdorf (5). 

Post & Go Birds III and IV followed in May and September 2011 and at 
Autumn 20l1 Stampex a number of novelties appeared. On sale through the 
Hytech machines from 14 September were: 

• a strip of Post & Go stamps bearing a tribute to Arnold Machin including 
for the first time a Worldwide up to 40g value (6). 

• a strip of the previously issued Birds III without the 40g value. 
• (from 16 September) a strip of Birds IV issued that clay with the 40g value. 
Spring Stampex 2012 saw Hytech machines issue Diamond Jubilee overprints 

(7). And the appearance of the 4O0g Worldwide value at Stampex was a foretaste 
of Post & Go 'Version 2, first seen at Broadway BO London S\\'l on 14 October 
2011. This enhancement provides the new value, a collector's strip of six values 
and a certificate of posting option. To avoid the need for customers to go to the 
main counter for their certificate to be stamped, counter staff on duty on the 
public side at some sites carry a special date-stamp for this purpose. 

At two major philatelic c\·rnts at Perth, from 19 to 22 October 2012, two 
Hytech machines were used. They dispensed overprinted Machin Head and 
Flag Post & Go. Early in November last year (no fixed first day of issue\, the Robin, 
previously seen as part of the Birds I, reappeared in Post & Go machines. . \nd a 
Christmas Post Shop a new venture was open at Stables Market, Camden, 
London NWI daily, including Sundays, from 16 November to 24 December 
2012. Two Hytech machines issued Machin Head and Robin Post & Go stamps. 

A Hvtech Post & Go machine was recently installed at the British Postal 
Museum and Archive (BPMA) London for the first 
time not at a temporary exhibition. It went into service 
on 3 December 2012, issuing owrprintt~d Post & Co 
stamps. The facility continw·s to e\'olw and the 
philatelic side of Post & Go is really taking off the 
second class Post & Go stamps will be further 
iovations. Watch this space! o 

Above clockwise from to left: 
type change to accommodate 
the first illustrated Post & Go 
stamps; Hytech machine 
style; Arnold Machin novelty 
at Autumn Stampex 2011; 
and 2012 Diamond Jubilee 
overprint 

Below. this tittle tiddler - a 
three-spmed stickleback - is 
due to be released on 22 
February 2013, one of the 
Post & Go Freshwater LIte set 

1st Class 
up to 100g 
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Prize draws for sharp minds and warm hearts this Valentine's Day I 

4,, 
V. ·--. i . 

JANE AUSTEN 
PERSUASION 

a b C d,e 

JANE AUSTEN QUIZ As Valentine's Day 
approaches, we focus on the romantic 
relationships portrayed on this month's new 
special issue of Jane Austen stamps. 

The five questions below relate to 
the stamps labelled a) to e) above. 
Clue: you can find all the answers 
at your fingertips... 
a) Jane Austen died before deciding 
on the title for her novel Persuasion 
-so who chose it? 
b) hat are the first names of the Dashwood 
sisters shown on the Sense and Sensibility stamp? 
c) In the novel Mansfield Park how are Fanny and 
Edmund related? 
d) Mr Darcy has a stamp to himself in the 1975 
Jane Austen issue. What other male characters 
appear in the issue? 
e) Name the designer of the 1975 special stamps 
commemorating the bicentenary of Jane Austen's 
birth in 1775. 

NAME THAT STAMP From the detail shown under 
the magnifier below, identify the stamp its name 
and date of issue. Clue: this stamp will be ready 
to go during February Stampex. 

How to enter Send your answers, marked 
'February Quiz' and/or February Name 
That Stamp' to: Philatelic Bulletin Prize 
Draws, Tallents House, 21 South Gyle 

Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB. 
Closing date: 11 1\/Iarch 2013. 

~ ~ The first correct entry drawn after the closing 
~~ ~ date wins the complete Jane Austen issue and 

·~ ~~ the Bradbury Valentine First Day Cover of 
1 
\ 2012 (shown below). Five more winners 

drawn receive philatelic prizes • 

[ 

• g5 

Prize draw rules and regulations 1 Promotions are open to all readers aged 18 and over. except employees of Royal Mail Group Ltd, their business 
associates and irnniecfiate families. 2 Responsibility cannot be accepted for entries which are incomplete, damaged or not received for any reason. Proof of posting 
is not proof of receipt. 3 Prizes must be accepted as offered; they are not transferable and there are no cash alternatives. The cost of transport to and from a prize 3 
venue, where applicable, is not included. 4 Winners are notified within 28 days of closing date stated. 5 For prize draws where readers must answer a question, ~ 
winners wiU be the senders of the first correct entries drawn at random by an independent person after the closing date. 6 Promoter's decision on any aspect of the ~ 
promotions is final. No correspondence will be entered into. 7 Entry implies acceptance of these rules. 8 Prizes are subject to suitability and availability. The promoter ~ 
reserves the right to a) substitute a prize of equal or greater value if circumstances so demand and b) to suspend or cancel or hold void any of the competitions or £ 
prize draws at any time without notice. 9 Winners· names are available 28 days after closing date; send an SAE to The Editor, British Philatelic Bulletin, Royal Mail, -~ 
Talents House. 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB. The promoter is Rcyal Mail Group Ltd, 100 Victoria Embankment, London EC4Y OHO. g 
November and December puzzle solutions and prizewinners are not available at time of going to press and will be published in a future issue of Bulletin. c 

'-----------~--''-----------------------------------'~ 
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Jersey Philatelic Bureau issue The Royal 
Legacy of Queen Victoria series begins 5 February 
IF YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN ROYALTY ON STAMPS 
you may be sorry that the Royal Mail Kings and 
Queens stamp issues are completed. But fear not 
another royal series is just beginning. On 5 
February Jersey Post launches a new series 
entitled The Royal Legacy of Queen Victoria. 
The first in the series is a six-stamp issue 

celebrating Edward VII, Victoria's eldest son. It 
features handsome statues of Edward as King, 
from different cities across the UK. 
Edward VII tackled his kingly duties with gusto, 

and the new stamps show him as a stately, mature 
figure. But he was a bon viveur before becoming 
king. Gambling and partying were all part of his 
rebellious lifestyle, and he was a leading figure in 
London society. It may be that Edward's rebellious 
streak was due to tensions arising from the strict 
educational regime imposed on him as a child. It 
became clear that he would not measure up to his 
father's expectations and, perhaps partly because of his shortcomings, Edward 
developed unconventional ways that distressed his parents. Even when married, 
he had long-term mistresses, includingjersey-born actress Lily Langtry. 

Edward succeeded his mother and was crowned in 1902. As a relative of many 
European monarchs, he could ably assist in foreign policy and helped to pave the 
way for the Anglo-French Entente Cordiale of 190-l. He was also the first British 
monarch to visit Russia. Edward died on 6 May 1910 and was succeeded by his 
eldest son, George V, whose enthusiasm for stamps began the Royal Collection. 

For enquiries and orders, write to jersey Philatelic Bureau.JrrseyJEI I.AB. 
call 01534 516320 or visit www.jerseystamps.com. The Royal Legacy of 
Victoria; Edward VII will be available a Stampe:-.: fromjersey Post, Stand 108 o 

JERSEY 

I 44 

Above: the six-stamp 
series features statues of 
King Edward VII in cities 
across Britain 

Below: the Miniature Sheet 
carries a stamp showing a 
statue of Edward Vil in 
Queen's Park, Toronto. 
opened by Edward in 1860 in 
honour of his mother. The 
statue of Queen Victoria 
shown on the surround is in 
Victoria Park. St Helter. Jersey 

The Royal Legacy of Queen Victoria 
Issue date: 5 February 2013 
Prices 
Stamp values: 45p, 55p. 6Op. 68p. 80p, 88p 
Stamps First Day Cover/Presentation Pack: £5.06 each 
Miniature Sheet: £2 
Miniature Sheet First Day Cover/Presentation Pack: L3.10 each 

Technical details 
Stamps, Miniature Sheet. Presentation Packs nnd First Day 
Covers created by True North 
Stamps printed by Cartor Secunty Printing, in tour colour 
process offset litl10graphy and gold metallic ink in sheets of ten 
Stamp die size 30mm deep x 40mm wido 
Overall Miniature Sheet size. 75mm deep x 110mm wido 
Stamp within Miniature Sheet die size. 30mm x 40mm 
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A good read 
and a good deal 
Just £12.95 for 12 issues, that's the cost of an annual 
subscription to the British Philatelic Bulletin. We hope you agree 
that £1.20 per issue is already a low price for a 32-page journal. 
Yet it costs even less when you subscribe for 12 issues and 
includes postage and packing. Our overseas readers also get 
a special rate of £17.95 for an annual subscription that includes 
worldwide postage and packing! 
It's easy to subscribe by writing to Royal Mail, Tallents 
House, 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB. 
Or phone the orderline, 8.30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, 
on 08457 641 641. From overseas call +44 131 316 7483. 
Online you can simply visit www.royalmail.com/bulletin 
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