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NEWS OF POLPEX 1960 
As you already know, our Exhibition 

will be held on March 4, 5 and 6, 1960 
at the P.R.C.U. Muse,um. The. :fact that 
the Millenium of Poland occurs this 
year makes this S how yet more impor: 

< 
tant. 

I am happy to announce that woTk 
of a ll t he different committees is in 
full swing and progTessing rapidly. En­
closed with this i ssu.e of t he Bulletin 
is a special letter informing each of 
y ou i ndividually of the details of the 
Show. You can rest assu red that all 
mern bel'J of t he Polpe:x Committee . will 
do their utmost to make this 1960 Show 
the most outstanding and most merno­
mble in Polonus history . The fact that 
it will take place at the P .R.C.U. Mu­
ceurn should be to the advantage of 
the attendance of our rn.emhers, vi si -
tors a:'.l d their friernfa. 

ADS 
V.' e have mailed announcements of 

the Show t o a large nurn ber of stamp 
dealers and others interested in adver-. 
tising in the Polpex Program Boole 
Here we must ask you to securn as 
many advertisements as possible from 
your favorite dealers. You personally 
may put in an ad with your wants as 
a collector or advertising stamps for 
sale or trade. 

PA 'l'RON LIS'T 
vVe a lso have a special Patron List 

where yo ur name, w ill be listed in a 
special column in the program book 
as supporters of the Show. This will 
help us to cover some of the expenses 
con nected with the Show. 

PROGRAM BOOK 
As we do each year, a special souve· 

nir book will be p,·intod. Because of 
th e significant year of l960 we are 
planning to obtain a large number of 
a,ds as well as se-veral inte1·esting phi­
latelic articles. 

SEALS 
Souvenir sheets of the exhibition 

wi ll be issued and sold at 25c per 
set. Anyone desiring same please 
send 25c plus postage to Adam Klos­
kowski, 2528 N . Drake Ave., Chicago 
47, Ill. 
AWARDS 

By limiting the a.mount of frames to 
six per exhihit, we are making room 
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for more exhibits. The classes a re di­
vided in such a manner that even an 
average exhibit will stand a good chance 
of winning an award . 

INVITA '!.'IONS 
Personal invitations will be sent to 

all societies and clubs in Chicagoland, 
inviting t heir members, friends and fa­
milies to attend our Show. 

We are making arrangements to hold 
our famous Beeba Party on Saturday, 
March 5th at 10 p.m., in the lower hall 
and cafeteria of the P.R.C.U. huildi11g. 
This year we will have more room and 
consequently we are inviting not only 
Chicagoland members but out of town 
members as well. 

BOURSE 
Customarily at th e time of each Pol­

pex we will have a specially, preparerl 

Bourse with a number of dealers who 
already announced that they will have 
some very good eye-catching material 
on hand. 

PUBLICITY 
All possible arrangements am being 

made to obtain publicity nationally ancl 
locally. Local newspapers as '.l'ell as 
national magazines will carry ,111n cunce­
ments and articles before a11<l at the 
time of the Show. 

ABOVE ALL, WE WANT 'l'O MAKE 
THIS AN OU'l.'S'l'ANDING SHOW ! ! ! 
WI'l.'H YOUR HELP THIS CAN BE 
DO1\TE ! ! ! 

vVe are counting on your exhibit, yom 
contribu tion as a Patron, and your ad­
vertisements. 

Watch for this column next month! 

-R. R. Strzelecki, Polpex Directo1· 

Dr. M. E. Uznanski surveying his world famous collection of Ch ristmas Seals 
which were on display in a show window of the C11icago Association of Commerce 
and Industry offices at Monroe and Dearborn sts. as part of the December 
campaign to raise f unds to fight tuberculosis. The fund raising campaign is 
conducted each year by the Tuberculosis Institute of Chicago and Cook County. 
His collec tion, which contains every Seal of the U. S. from the first issue in 
1907, has won first awards at international shows in Denmark, Norway and Spain. 
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POLISH POST WAR FIRST DAY COVERS 
By Matthew A. Buba, Jr. 

(Reprinted from WEEi<LY PHILATELIC GOSSIP of Feb. 21, 1959 with their pe rmi ss ion ) 

One collecting P olish first day covers 
will find himself in the midst of a new 
branch of Polish philately. The first 
post war cover with Scott's 490 to 495, 
Minkus 704-711, the regular issue show­
ing President Bierut, was cancelled at 
Warsaw December 16, 1950. All covers 
since then have been cancelled first 
clay at Warsaw. This is a young part 
of Polish philately, being only nine 
yea1·s old. 

A most unique collection can ·take 
shape with time, patience, and a sum 
of money set aside for the first day 
covers. My collection_ is growing each 
month, and on a system which enables 
me to enjoy Polish . philately,,. and the 
history of Poland. 

One aspect i°' collecting Polish first 
clay covers is the artistic cancellations 
which are used on the covers. I have 
foreign and United States fii-st day 
covers with their ordinary round can­
cellations, but have not seen a foreign 
(H United States cover compa1·e with 
the cancellations of Poland. 

I have Scott's Bl02-3, Minkus 993-

994 souvenir sheets on a rngistered air 
mail first day cover. The cancellation 
i& the 'l'own Hall of Pozna11 where the 
Sixth Polish Philatelic Exhibition was 
held in 1955. This cancellation on the 
cover makes the first day cover more 
iEteresting to the collector and makes 
t1 wonderful showpiece at an exhibition. 

Here are other examples of othe1· 
artistic cancellations on Polish first 
day covers. Scott's 69518, Mink;s 1003-6 
on a first day cover with the cancella­
tion being the Cultural Palace of War­
saw. Stalin had this building built in 
his honor, and it was to have a psycho­
logical effect on the Polish mind. Scott's 
660-3 shows a fawn cancellation which 
was used on the perfornte and imper­
forate issues of t hese Snort. stamns. 
The Fish issue first day covers features 
a fish cancellation. 

Such cancellations brin g out the en­
j oyment found in philately. The new 
issues are getting more and rn ore at­
trncti ve. Each new cover added to rn y 
coll ection is not only building up an 

Artistic concellotions on Balpex Commemorative First Day Cover en hance the cover considerably. 
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attractive collection but also an ency­
clopedia of Poland's cultural and histo­
rical development. One feels proud of 
his collection with such interesting can­
ci,Jlations to show his friends or when 
entering his covers in an exhibition. 

I hope I have thrown some light on 
collecting Polish first day covers to 
you. It will be worth your time ~nd 
e±fort to form an unique collection 
which will contain these pretty cancel­
lr.tions and covers. 

"POLPHILEX 1960" 

The Union of Polish Philatelists in 
Great Britain will celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the First Polish Stamp 
by organizing a Philatelic Exhibitio'.1 
in the Historical Institute of Gen. Si­
korski in London, 20, Princess Gate, 
S.W.7, April 8 to l~, 1960. 

The Exhibition will comprise1 the in­
teresting subject· of Polish Philately, 
from the first Polish stamp up to the 
scond world ·war, as well as• the pre­
philatelic period. It will consist of two 
sectio1i s: 1. ) Up to the First World 
War; 2.) From regaining independence 
(including stamps issued on the Polish 
territory as well as issued abl'Oad) . 

Prizes will be awarded in the form 
of medals for the most outstanding 
exhibits by the Jury. 

Philatelists not belonging to the 
Union who wish to participate in the 
Exhibition, should send their applica­
tions before Jan. 31, 1960 to the Union 
of Polish Philatelist s in G. Britain, 30, 
Greenctoft Gardens, F lat J., London 
N.W. 6. Early applications are desirable 
to enable the Exhibition Committee to 
prepare frames and issue the catalogue 
with the description of exhibits aml 
names of t he exhibitors. 

Each exhibitor is allowed two frames, 
each frame being able to accomodate 
nin e pages size 9" x 11". Fmther de­
tails and application forms are availa­
ble in Chicago from R. H. Strzelecki, 
1439 N. Bell Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. Tel. 
BRunswick 8-7876. 

Special miniature slieets and enve­
lopes will be prepared for the Exhibi­
tion and can be ordered from the Com­
mittee 'freasurer, before the opening of 
the Show, or obtained during the time 
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of the Show. 
'l.'he following Members of the Union 

are on th e Committee of the Exhibi­
tion apart from representatives of the 
Historical Institute: Jan Z. E. Berek, 
Jan Luczywek, M. Kotkowski, Z. Wlo­
darski, Dr. 'l' . T. Prorok, A. Czajkowski 
and K . W ojakowski. 

N EW POLISH PHILATELIC 
AGENCY IN U .S. 

Formation of a Po 1 i s h Philatelic 
Age ncy for the sale of Polish new 
issues in th e United States, Canada 
and Latin America, was announced by 
member 1¥. Kolakowski, head of the 
new organization. 

Polish stamps, because of their at­
tractive designs, fine execution and to­
pical interest, are of tremendous popu­
larity with collectors everywhere. 'l'he 
Polish Government, after negotiations 
lasting several months, has arTanged 
with Mr. Kolakowski to handle the 
sale of new issues on a face value basis 
to bona fide deale1·s. In this way, Ame­
rican dealers will eliminate the diffi. 
cul ties of correspondence in foreign lan­
guages, shippin g delays and exchange 
problems. • 

Mr. Kolakowski is a member of the 
Collectors Club of New York, APS, 
SP A, Amel'ican Stamp Dealers Assoc. 
besides being a member of Polonus. 
He has long been a student of Polish 
stamps. His many articles and a hand­
book on some of these are among the 
seriou s wo1·ks in the field. 

Dealers desiring to secm·e further 
information can address their queries 
to the Polish Philatelic Agency, P.O. 
Box 394, Great Neck, N.Y. 

APPLICATION PENDING 
Roman ·winiarski 

17 St. Hubert's Road 
Carnegie, Melbourne 

Victo1·ia, Austraiia 

BULLETIN ADS - PRICE LIST 
For Polonus Members Only 

Full Page - $12.00 
Half Page - 7.00 
Quarter Page - 4.00 
One inch ail - 1.50 

* • * 
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By Thaddeus Gryzew ski 

AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

The history of the Warsaw Uprising 
is not limited to the military activities, 
t o the accounts of heroic battles of 
the poorly equipped soldiers of the 
U nde l'ground Anny-the "flower of the 
Polish Nation"-and to the spontaueou s 
and full battle of the whole of. the 
population of the Capitol with the de­
sp ised occupying en emy . 

In publications describing the Upris­
ing which appeared up to this time, the 
w riters rnview and .describe the politi­
cal angle, t he military angle, or ration­
alize th e uprising citizens from an eye 
,. i tness account .' 

None of t he writers or historians 
touched on the subject of t he activities 
of th e many auxiliary cells organized 
by civilians who played an important 
role in the battles of the soldiers. 

.Many groups, of skilled mechanics, 
professionals, engineers, doctors, journa­
list s, etc., through t heir own initiative 
and efforts developed small factories 
producing arms and grenades,, local 
electric plants, increased the number of 
med ical centers, printed newspapers 
(several newspapers were operating and 
appeared daily ) , organized communica­
tions, -worked out and activated a clever 
system of undergrnund street s connect­
ing the basements of tlieir homes -
streets on which y ou could walk as 
well as any regular busy city street s~ 
and lastly, effecting a postal syst em 
which enabled the one-milion people of 
·warsaw a means of contact with each 
oth er. 

This clever means of postal com­
munication which the city people were 
blessed with, was the r esult of t he 
initiative of the Scouts. They were 
first to come up with the idea and 
to make it a r eality . The call ed it 
operation "Szare Szeregi" (Grey Rank s) , 
working commenrl ahly at thi ~ joh up to 
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t he mom ent of surrender. 'l' hey earned 
the deep recog nition of the in habitants 
of the city. 

This voluntary work of the "Szare 
Szeregi" in th e postal ser vice, working 
under constant f ire and bomba1·dment 
or t he enemy, cau8€cl me to study this 
unu sual postal ser vice which you could 
never fincl the likes of in the history 
of any country. 

Due to th e lack of official i-ecorcls 
which were lost in th e war, I had to 
rely on the statements of person s who 
actually participated in this action ancl. 
on information which appeared in the 
newspapers and publication s from t he 
time of the Uprisin g, copies of whi ch 
were macl.e avail able to me by the 
Historical Bureau of t he Mini stry of 
N ational Defense. 

In this :hticle you may fincl ommis­
sions and in completeness. The reader 
will have make allowan ces fo r this as 
I just began coll ecting material for this 
article but two years, ago, and persons 
g iving me information have since the 
Uprising, forgott en the many , many de­
tail s. 

I wish to make this opportunity to 
t hank all those who helped me compil e 
the material; to t he P olonus Philatelic 
Society who showed such interest and 
agreed to publish this work. I wish 
that this account, being a small con­
tribution to th e history of the Uprising, 
would simultaneously b ecome the sym­
bol of evel'lasting monument in memor~· 
of t he many un-namecl ancl unknown 
teen-aged Scouts- th e bearers of good 
or tragic news among the broken fami­
lies of war-torn ·warsaw. 

May this work become a monument 
of gratitu de from the people of vVar­
saw. 

- 'l'haclcl euR Gryzew~ki 
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A NOTE FROM THE TRANSLATOR 

For a better und erstanding of t hi s 
aiticle several things and particularly 
the definition of some words used in 
the Polish text shouJd be explained: 

"A.K." are the lettern for "Armia 
I(rajowa" and was composed of men, 
women and children civilians, who by 
putting on the armband became sol­
diers. This also applies to "A. vV." 
meaning "Armia Walczii,ca." This army 
was almost entirely equipped with arms, 
uniforms and helmets captured from t he 
enemy as well as home made grenades, 
flame-throwers, and also consisted of 
arms and ammunition dropped .from 
planes by parachute by the Allies. 

The symbol of th e Underground was 
an anchor with lette r P at top, thus 
forming P W which in this case meant 

"Polska Walczii,ca" (Fighting Poland ). 
Th e women members a cted as nurses, 

stretcher b earers, cooks, "Lii,czniczki" 
and even battle soldiers. 

The terms "Lii,czniczki" needs some 
explanation, they were couriers, keep· 
ing communication between variou s 
]3arricades and Posts,, some w ere young, 
others were old ladies, not necessarily 
Gil-1 Scouts. They carried orders and 
reports. I read an expression which 
tran slated mean s, "vVhere the devil 
himself could not get through, one sends 
a "Lii,czniczka" to get th e m e s s a g e 
through". 

The Boy Scouts and young soldier3, 
in fact those who did not have any 
armament to fight with acted as Poster 
Propaganda distributers newsboys, :i,m· 

munition carriers, fire 
wardens, and to lead 
various groups of A.JC 
from one place to 
another, via canal s, se· 
wer canals, connecting 
buildings wheTe open· 
iitgs were made in the 
bombed wall s. 

The t erm 'barykady' 
means barricades set 
up at many intersec­
tions of streets to block 
the German troops and 
tanks with anti-tank 
devices. 

Bo,y Scouts pick up mail from mail box on the barricade 
at Swi~tokrzyskiej street. 

vVarsaw, like New 
York, had man y sec ­
tions,, for example the 
Bronx, Queens, 1\l[anh ~t ­
tan and other borourhs. 
So too did Warsaw 
have sections known as 
"Sr6clmiescie" or cen­
tral part, which wns 
divided in two: Sr6d­
miescie Polurlniowe and 
Sr6dmiescfo P6lnocne, 
Nowe Miasto. Stare 
Mias to (Stn,r6wka), Po­
wisle. Mokot6w, Po­
wii,zki, Zolib6rz, anrl 
Czerniak6w nmonq; the 
principal parts. 

-C. Makowski 
(Photo, Tod. Bukowski) 
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A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE POLISH POST 
THE SCOUT POSTAL SERVICE 

Hour "1Y" 17th, the code name for 
the opening of the uprising in Warsaw 
was a su rprise for many residents of 
·warsaw, not taken into confidence as 
to what was to happen. At the time the 
fil'st shots were heard-the larger pa1-t 
of th o residents were away from t heir 
hom es. Many old people, women and 
oven children, found t hemsel ves on the 
st reet, often fa r from their hom e·, with 
a n impossibility of reach~ng them . From 
the beginning of the "(;prising, during 
t!10 f irst clays of warfa,·e, parents did 
11ot know where their children ;irern, 
and chil dre:1 did not know of the f ate 
of t heir fathers and mothers. Telephone 
commu ni cation was not possible, as the 
la rg-er pa ,-t of the telep hones weTe not 
h openition, because t he Germans con­
t roll ed the local telephone station s and 
had cut the servi..ce. 

In thi s situation it was necessary 
to take_ some action to assure the mil­
lion populace of the City, of a means 
of comm unications with and the finding 
of !'elatives. On the second da~· of t he 
rp ri sing the idea of organizing a Postal 
System for the ci vilian people was 
bon 1. 'r he initiative was taken by the 
"Szare Sze regi" (Scouts), and the 
i,rnt igator was Scoutm aste r· Kazimiei·z 
Grenda, using the coflc name, during 
the rpl'ising of "Gran ica" or "Marnk ". 
On August 2nd Scoutmaste r "Gl'ani ca", 
together with a few colleagues, beg~.n 
to organize a postal commu ni cation f,ir 
the civilian public, limiting himself for 
the time to a district known a .· "Srocl­
miescie-Poludnie" (Cit~- Center-Soutl1 ) . 
Th el'e were no imm ediate pl an s of 
ol'ganizing the postal facilities fo r t he 
entire City . It was necessary to Teach 
nn un derstanding with t he Main Scout 
Heaclquaters, as also with t he District 
Command of the H ome Army (Armia 
Kn1jowa) . Both of t hese headquai:ters 
were located in the di strict known as 
"Sl'odmiescie Polnocno" (City Center­
Nol'th ) . The difficulty of communica­
ting with these headquarters was that 
the two districts were seperatecl by a 
wide st reet or bouleYarcl named "Alej e 
.Jerozolimskie" (Jerusalem avenu e) the 
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length of whic h, at both encls was con­
tro lled by t he Germans, making it :im­
possible to cross from one side to 
the other. 

On Augnst 4 th, in the evening hours, 
was :it first possibl e for 2ncl Lt. Scout­
master Przemyslaw Gorecki, who was 
also known u nder the code names of 
"Kuropatwa", "1Vii-ski" or "Gozdol", to 
crawl from ono sifle to the otlier of 
the Aleje Jerozolimskie, with a small 
amount of mail of Scout 'l'roop " Za­
wiszakow', ancl to Teach Scout Head­
quarters, where he turned in t he r epoTt 
of "Granica", in the matte r of organiz­
ing a postal service fol' civilians. '!'he 
idea was accepted . 

'l'he Scoutmaster from Main Scout 
Headquarters entru sted to hi s Assistant 
Scou tmaster, 2ncl Lt. Gorecki, t he tit le 
of general postmaster, w ith orders for 
:immediate organization. ".L'aking as co­
worker "Ewe" (Gena .Jabrzemska), 
Gorecki wo rked without delay over 
orga111z111g a civi lian postal service, 
having hi s quarters on No. 28 Swi,;ito­
krzyskiej street, a nd qu ickly reaching 
an understand in g wit h Military and 
Civilian Authorities, w hi ch sanctioned 
t he idea, and without clelay gave their 
conse nt. 

'rhe scheme of Ol'ganization foresaw 
-as the principal se 1.·vice point- the 
Main Scout Post, a lso with Postal sub­
stations, placed in certain section s of 
the City, answe,-able to the eventual 
Military units of the dist rict. Asst. 
Scout Master 2nd Lt. G6l'ecki, though 
not a postal employee, without previous 
experience, wol'kecl out the necessary in­
structions for the Postal workel's, and 
also the rules for t he pub lic using thi~ 
Postal Service, without delay. 

One of the most important problems 
was the qu estion of censorship of cor­
rnsponclence. This matte1· demanded 
adequate. well planned ancl thought in­
structions and obtainin g t he getting of 
responsible personnel. All these matters 
were accompli shed in ligh tening-like 
time by Lt. Gol'ecki. The result of this 
work was the formation and organiza­
tion on August 6th of four postal units 
or sub-stations, also th e distl'ibution of 
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Girl Scout sq,rting mail. Stamps are visible on some of the envelopes. Standing 
. 3:t the right is the postal manager Lt. Gorecki ("Kuropatwa"). 

pick-up mail boxes on the Streets of 
the City. 

In the publication "RZECZYPOSPO­
LITEJ" No. 19 of August 9th, there 
appears for the first time a notice of 
the Polish Telegraph Agency as fol­
lows: 'rhrough the initiative of the 
Scouts there is mobilized a postal ser­
vice functioning for several days, which 
serves nearly all sections of the City. 
In each section there are several mail 
pick-up· boxes with the Polish Eagle 
and the words "POLSKA POCZTA" 
"Polish Post". 'There are emptied at 
9:00 and 16:00 hours (4 PM). Usern 
of the Postal service should be ac­
quainted with the following detailed 
rules: ·write small and clearly, address 
must be written legibly, civilians must 
give their address and that of the 
addressee, Military persons need not 
give their address; letters of civilians 
in event of undelivery are returned, 
military are destroyed. Residents have 
the duty of locating mail boxes in each 
home, so that delivering Rcouts ma,· 
place the mail therein". 

A few days later among the printed 
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Orders of the Warsaw Command of the 
AK, the following appeared: 

'~ORDER Nr. 14" 
Pkt 10/VI 

FIELD POST 
On the 6th of this month through 

the initiative of the Scouts a FieM 
Post was organized, to perform the 
duty of a Postal Service for corres­
pondence between Soldiers of AK and 
the civilians. It is necessary, for those 
using this service to follow strict in­
structions, and above all Military se­
crecy must he kept. 'T'he Postal Service 
is under Military censorship. The en­
tire message (correspondence) should 
not exceed 25 words. Placed in various 
points thrnughout the City t here are 
placed Scout Mail Pick-up boxes (at 
this time there are 12) which are Field 
Post Boxes. Kommendant Okr\Jgu (-) 
Monter Ll. VIII. 1955 year". 

Similar announcements came from 
The Civilian Authorities. In the publica ­
tion from the Regional Delegate of 
Warsaw Government South in No. 1 of 
Angust 20, 1944 we read, as follows: 

{Continued next month) 
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WHAT GOES ON AT POLONUS .. . 
By ROMAN H. STRZELECKI, Secretary 

Meeting of January 8, 1960 
'rhe attendance of the meeting was 

terrific! 'rhe hall was overcrowded. 
'rhe crowd gathered at 8:15 p.m. But 
not all wern our membeTS. 'rhe pre­
viously advertised fi lm showing of a 
tour of Poland drew the crowd. A to­
tal of 100 visitors and members were 
present. 

Shown was an 8 mm. color film made 
by Mr. Michael Przemyski who con­
ducted a tour through. Europe and Po­
land in ]959. Tne film began with the 
departure of the tour from Chicago, 
through such pictmesque places as Ve­
nic, Rome, Paris, etc. A majestic show­
ing of mementos arnl the coleirful past 
history! 

Poland looked beautiful. Especially 
did the films on the Tatry , Baltic Sea, 
Krakow and ·warsaw impress the au­
dience: Commentaries were supplied by 
Mr. Przemyski who also adiled a fey, 
humorous stories of his own. 

Rir,:!1t after the film showing, only 
thR Polonus members remained for the 
meeting that fo llowed. As this was t he 
first meeting of the year, the business 
Pt hrwd wPs t.o have nomirnltion of 
officers for 1960. 

As a number of members were in­
terested in more oetails on visiti ng 
Polnnd, Mr. J. Widelec of the Baltic 
Travel Bureau wno was present, .1rnt 
up and enlightened t he members A ois­
m1ssion and question-answer pe1·iod pre­
vailed. Mr. vVidelec pTomised to nnswer 
Pll inquiriPs of all out-of-town members. 

'Then the business of the nomination. 
Following were named : R. H. Strze­
lecki, Bert Powell, Z. vV:J,growski and 
vV. Szymlek for President; vV. Szym­
lek, Z. vV:J,growski and R. Reinowski 
for Vice-Presioent; St. Dobrzycki, St. 
Kocha,nski for Secretary; Ch. Mikucki 
P.nd J. P. Rux for Treasurer; Messr s. 
Hermanowski, Skotnicki and Styczynsk i 
for Librarian and R . Reinowski an•J 
Roman Burkiewicz for Board of Direc· 
tors . With these names recorded it was 
moved and seconded to close the nomi­
nations for voting on Jan. 22, 1960. 
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The next item was the Constitution. 
It is many years now since the Con­
stitutfon was amended and as there are 
several adjustments to be made, the 
committee must get to work. Several 
c op i e s of the existing Constitution 
were distributed to comittee membeTS. 

VATICAN ISSUES 
ST. CASIMIR STAMPS 

Vatican Cit y issued a set of two 
stamps honoring Prince Casimir, patron 
saint of Poland and Lithuania. First 
day of issue-Dec. 13, 1959. 

'l'he denomi nations of 50L. brown and 
l00L. green show a vignette of t he 
saint at the right and a view of his 
chapel at Vilna at the left. Around 
the crowned portrait is t he inscrip­
tion "Patronus S. Casimirus - Pri­
marius Lithuania" (Patronus Saint 
Casimir-First of Lithuanians). 

At t he top are the dates 1458 and 
1958, wl1ich would indicate that the 
set is actually a year late. Printing 
is in pane;; of 40 subjects, on paper 
watermarked with Papal keys, per­
forated 14. The design is by V. K. 
Joynas; the engraving by Alcco Quieti. 

'l'he Casimir set marks another stage 
in what is apparently a studied policy 
of emphasizing Catholicism in Com­
munist lands. Previous issues of the 
past few yeal's have called attention 
to the image "Mother of Poland" and 
to the Black Madonna of Vilna. The 
new pair honors the patron saint of 
Lithuania. 

Casimir was born at Cracow, in Po­
Jan d, cluring one of the shortlived 
periods when Poland and Lithuania 
were united under one crown. His birth 
date was October 3, 1568, and he was 
the son of the great Casimir IV, whrJ 
briefly welded Poland, Lithuania and 
the lands of the Teutonic Knigh ts into 
a single realm. 

Casimir never rnled any land, al­
though he aspired to the thrnn e of Hun­
gary and acted as his father's rngent 
in Poland from 1481. to 1483. He is 
known for having introd.uced Christ-

(Continued on last page ) 
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POLONUS ' TOUR TO POLAND FOR " POLSKA 60 " 
On Septemb e,r 3rd, 1960 the Interna­

tional Exhibition at Warsaw will be 
open, and will last through October 11th. 
Many festivities in all major Cities of 
Poland wi ll tak e pl ace celebrating the 
"Millon ium of t he Poli sh State" (960-
1960 ) . 

P o lo n u s Philatelic Society as the 
strongest and la1·gest A ssociation of 
Poli sh Philatelist s Abroad, takes this 
opportunity to invite all members and 
t heir families to visit Poland for this, 
once in a life time opportunity. 

In order to get the most for· our 
money w e have worked out the b est 
possible routes with tours and sight­
seeing trips throughout western and 
northern Europe en-route to Warsaw 
and upon arrival to Poland. A 10 day 
tour of Poland with all major points 
of interest, t o be visited. 
Tour Departure, From Chicago 
On August 13, 1960 Via N ew York 

Th9se living in th e eastern part of 
t he U,S. can join our Tour in New York. 
,Ve have three different Itineraries fo r 
all interested consid ering tl,e expenses 
and th e time some of us may be limited 
by . 

Special Tour To P oland Via London, 
Amst erdam, Copenhagen 

4 ,Veeks - all inclusive $980 from 
Chicago. 
Aug. 13 - New York. - Leave by 

Trans World Ai rlines flight for the 
swift trans-Atlantic crossing to Lon 
don: 

Aug. 14 - London. - Anive. You wm 
be met at the airport and transfer­
red by private de-luxe motor-coach to 
your hotel. Mornin g free at leisure. 
Afternoon - City sightseeing. 

Aug. 15 - London - morning -- ci ty 
sightseeing. Afternoon at leisme. 

Aug. 16 - London - rnon ,in!s - al 

leisure. Afternoon - excursion to 
vVind sor and Hampton Court. 

Aug . 17 - London - depart for Am­
sterdam. 'rran sfer by motorcoach t o 
yom hotel. Evenin g free. 

Aug. 18 - Amsterdam - morning and 
afternoon city sightseeing. 

Aug. 19 - Amsterdam - depart for 
Copenhagen . 'fran sfer by motorcoach 
to y our hotel. . Afternoon free. 
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Aug. 20 - Copenhagen - morning and 
afternoon - City sightseeing. 

Aug. 21 -Copenhagen - morning at 
leisure. Afternoon - depart for War­
saw. Arrive vVarsaw - tran s"er to 
your hotel. 

Aug. 22 , - 'rour of Poland (10 days 
as per itinerai-y in this folder ) be­
gins and lasts till Aug. 31, 1960. 

Sept. l - you may rnturn to USA,. 
or stay longer in Poland up to t he 
visa expiration time. 

2) Rome Ext ension 
You may visit Vienna, Venice, Rome 

and Paris on your way back from Po­
land to the US for an additional $240.00 
with the following program: 

Sept. 1-13 stay in the ORBIS hotel in 
Warsaw (during Philatelic Exhibition 
called POLSKA 60). Otherwise time 
free. 

Sept. 13 - Warsaw - depart for Vien­
na. Transfer by motor-coach to your 
hotel. Afternoon ;free. 

Sept. 14 - Vienna - morning and 
afternoon city sightseeing. 

Sept. 15 -+ Vienna- depart for Venice. 
Transfer to your hotel by motor-coach 
gondola. 

Sept. 16 - Venice - Forenoon sight­
seeing by gondola. Afternoon sight­
seeing on foot. 

Sept. 17 - Venice - depart for Rome. 
Transfer to y our hotel b y motor­
coach . E vening free . 

Sept. 18 - Rome - Forenoon sight­
seeing (City and Vatican ) . Afternoon 
free. 

Sept. 19 - Rome - mornin g free. -
Afternoon city sightseein g. 

Sept. 20 - Rome - depart for Pari s. 
Transfer to your hotel by motor­
coach. Afternoon free. 

Sept. 21 Paris - morning sight -
seeing by motor-coach. Afternoon 
free. 

Sept. 22 - Pari s - morning at leisure. 
Afternoon excursion to V ersailles h y 
motorcoach . 

Sept. 23 - Paris - depart for N°1J 1v 

York. 
Sept. 24 - Arrival New York (of by 

jct ) - ani val Sept. 23 in the even­
ing. 
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For those who cannot spend too much 
money ancl want to have more time 
in Poland instead, we offer this cholce: 

Round trip: 
New Yo1·k-iVar saw ... . ... . .. $646.20 
10 clays 'l'our in Polancl . . . . . . . 129 .80 

Total only: . . .. ......... $776.00 

If from Chicago, aclcl: . . . . . . . . 76.00 

•Total will then be: ... . . $852 .00 

You clepart with us on August 13, 
1960. 

You lancl in iVarsaw on August 14, 
1960. 

You will have fr ee time to visit yom 
relatives from Aug. 14 till Aug. ~2, 
1960 when you join us 011 iha Tour, 
that wil last up to and including Aug. 
31, 1960. 

You can then do whateve:· you ·wish 
ancl r eturn to t he USA a ny time (Your 
Polish Visa will be valicl for .:1 month s) . 

All those interested in any of t he 
above itine1·arie~ please contact at your 
earliest: 

ROMAN J. BURKIEWI C7, 
2008 N . Western Ave. 
Chicago 47, Ill. 
Tel.: H Umbolclt 6-4725 

Detailed inform ation on Lim rlesii'e<l 
Tour wiU be gladly given . 

THE PROPOSED KATOWICE 
BALLOON FLIGHT OF 1959 

"Zycie Warszawy" No. 256 of Oct. 
25-26, 1959 carried an interest ing ac­
count of events on the proj ected a nd 
widely publicized flight to t he Balkans 
of t he Free Balloon "Katowice". vVe 
r epTint these accounts as related in 
"Zycie iVarszawy" : 

"Early in July, through some news­
paper media and poster displays at 
post offices throughouht the country 
the proposed flight of the balloon Ka­
towice in the general direction of the 
Balkan Peninsula, was advertised. 'fh e 
balloon would carry mail. Postage for 
letters wou ld b e 3.40 zl . plus the spe­
ci ~l flight label of 10 zt that was to he 
hac1 n t post offices. 

"The f light was planned for mid­
,Tul v. 'l'h e flight labels w ere snatched 
up by philatelists who mai led their pre­
pared leters for the fligl1t to the Kato­
wice post office for cancellation and 
r,nstin'"( aboard t he starting balloon. 

" 'l'he supposed amount of labels prin­
ted was 10,000 and the whole issue was 
solcl out completely. 

"Aeroclub Sl:}ski was the originator 
of this stunt ancl it cashecl in. on the 
sale of 100,000 zl. of flight labels not 
counting the 34,000 zl. t hat went for 
postage at the post office. 

"Up to t his time the flight has, not 
taken place. 

"Supposeclly fo r reasons, t he balloon 
crew has acceptecl invitations to start 
the flight from Bucharest instead of 
from Katowice. Supposedly the crew 
bagged their balloon an cl mail, cancel­
led at Katowice, ancl with this t hey 
toured to Hungary . Here th ey di sco­
vered t hat their host fo1·got a small 
detail-the Hungarians had failed to 
secure flying permits from neighboring 
countries to fly over their territory. 

"There was no alternative but to 
clear out with thei r burden and Te­
turn to Poland. 

"There still was some delu sion that 
the fligh t may yet start f rom Polancl, 
but the fall weather is not favorable 
for this type of ui1dertaking. 

"The mail entrusted to the Aerocluh 
surely is r estin g somewhere in a quite 
comer - •bu.t t he Aeroclub does not 
want to remember the fact that it has 
fl eeced the pockets of th e naive phi­
latelist to t he tune of 134,000 zl. 

"The issued lab els for letters to be 
f lown on the balloon in reality were 
pre-cancelled and in this condition are 
of no valu e to philatelists. 

" Interventio ns and inquiries from lo­
cal stamp cl ubs of the PZF (Polish Phi­
latelic Federation) directed to the Ae­
roclnb remain unaswered. 

An to top t his si t uation, the stun t 
was sponsored by the Mini stry of Com­
munication!" 

- ·w aiter Szymlc'~ 

THE POLISH POST DURING THE 
WARSAW UPRISING 

With t his issue of t he POLONUS 
BULLETIN, we begin an extensive 
work by 'f'hacldens Gry7.ewski "The 
Polish Post During th e Warsaw Upris­
in g." Thi~ is rm elaborate wTite-up, will 
hr ve many illustrations, and will rnn 
as an in se rt in our BTJLLE1'JN from 
month to month. 

- ---------------------
Pol n nu~ Bull etin , .Tn1111m",v HHiO 177-11 



NEW ISSUES 
By J . J . Domar 

'l'he two stamps we reported in issue 
No. 176 (Dec. 1959 ) that were i ssued 
to honor school children, were ac tually 
released to p ropagan c1ize a project "1000 
Schools for t he Millenium of Poland." 
Th e first day of issue was Nov. 14th. 

+O gr. grey-gir l student doing lier 
~chool work. 

60 gr. blu e, li ght-blue and red-black 
-three school children walking for­
ward, in t he back ground is a stylized 
Rchool buildin g. 

Both stamps bear t he legend "Tysi:}c 
,;;zk6J: na Tysi:}clecie" (1000 Schools for 
the Millenium). Size is 25.5 x 31.25 mm. 
40 gr. designed by Wiktor Gorka and 
t he 60 gr. by Herbert . H ilscher-;-plastic 
artists . Printed in rotogravure at the 
State Printing Office, .. Warsaw. 

A set of six st~mps t hat was to be 
iss ued honoring outstanding scientists 

. POLAND 
Mushrooms on First Day Cover $ .70 
Famous Paintings First Day 

Cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40 
Pola,nd China First Day Cover .20 
Red Cross First Day Cover . . . .20 
400 Year Silk Sheet First Day 

Cover .. . .. ... ... . .. . . . .... 2.50 
MINT 

new issues always at lowest prices 
1956, 1957, 1958 bound Fila,. 

telista each . ... . .. .. . ..... $3.50 
400 Year Anniversary book 

with proofs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00 
Scott catalogs, 

2.Ibums, supplies, any brand. 

VARIETIES 
N o. 34 Inverted overprint 

mint block .............. . $15.00 
No. 73 Doub 1 e overprint 

mint single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 
No. 104 Grey Lilac mint 

block . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00 
No. 215/25 proof imperf 

singles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.00 
No. 243 Chopin imperf single 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.00 
- WANT LISTS WELCOME -

Twin Eagle Stamp Co. 
2140 IOWA 

GRANITE CITY, ILL. 

] 77 -12 

-·················•..........,,.~. 
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1439 N. Bell Ave. ◄ 
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of t he world was officially released on 
Dec. 10, 1959. Size is 27 x 40.5 mm. 
Designed by St anislaw Czeslaw Chu­
dzinsk i . Engraving of t he 20 gr. by E. 
Tird iszek ; 40 gr. by E. Konecki; 60 gr. 
b y J . Miller; 1.50 zl. by B . Brandt, 1.55 
zl. by B . Kowalsk i; 2.50 zl. by S. Lu ­
k aszewski. Printed in steel plate en­
graving by t he State P rinting Office, 
vVarsaw. 

- ARS Polona 

(Con ti nued from page 9) 

iani ty i nto L ithuania. 

Of devout nature, he indulged in 
long fasts ancl vigils which weakened 
his health and brought on a lung in­
fec t ion . Of thiR he diecl, on March 
4, 1484, at Grocl n o, whil e still a yonng 
man. He was canonized in 1522 liy 
Pope Adrian VI, and Clement VIH 
named March 4 as his feast day. 

T he chapel shown on t he stamp was 
designed b y a Dutchman, Peter Danc­
kert s. It, was begu n in t he 17th century 
by King Sigismu nd III a nd completed 
by 'Wl adislaus TV. It contains among 
other t hings, an ol cl painting, renovate,l 
in 159J, showi ng (;asimir with a lil_v in 
his hands. 

-Reprinted from LINN ' S W ee kl y Stamp N ews 
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