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So.~ joA $3,800 

Canada's rarest stamp, the 2c green 
of 1868 on laid paper was sold for 
$3,800 in October with Part II of 
the Reford Collection. Only two 
copies are known, and the stamp is 
unpriced by Scott. 

PART Ill OF 

The Famous Reford Collection · 

of 

British North America 
to be sold in February, 1951 

will include 

e NEWFOUNDLAND 

e NOVA SCOTIA 

e NEW BRUNSWICK 

e CANADA 

e PRINCE EDWARD 
ISLAND 

e BRITISH COLUMBIA & 
VANCOUVER 
ISLAND 

The lavishly illustrated auction catalogue of the Third Reford Sale 

is now being prepared. If your name is not on our mailing list, write 

today and ask for your copy of the catalogue for this magnificent sale. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps 

560 FIFfH A VENUE NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 



S. Serebrakian Offers First Part of 
Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Stamp Stock 
at Year's Most Important Auction 

ne bigeat newt ol the philatelic 
yur is the nut bia S . Strebrakiaft 
Auction. at wh ich will ~ offered the 

A u 1alo1 of this unuaual N'e •• 
ava1lablr on rrque H. The demand is 
nputrd 10 arr.at that dHpite the-

first pan of the Gnat Scon Stamp &: larae pr r. tataloa• .are H · 

Coin Co .• Inc. st pectrd >r u1 ' ed far in advance 

f rare and of th~ e wJu,o. " l [. in Oc· 
of tfi,c.. - I:, 

\\ l \\ .;. 

Auction at which wlll ~ ottered the 
( Int part of thr Grc~t Scon Sfamp A: 
Coin Co., Inc . stock. 

Thr urmrndo u' v.uicty of urc and 
acaru stamps i ' '1R au uinul.ttion of rhc 
90 yur hniuar of thf' gru.t Sc-oct 
namr and indUdts ucmrnduus oHcr· 
1n1s of o vrr 1,000 lots uf the United 
Starrs alonr. In addiuun thf'rf' wiH ~ 
rhouunds of othn lots of r.arr and un· 
usual matrrial from othf'r lands. As 
in thC' p.ut, S. St-rf'hra&r. ian ult' will 
,,lso offn amn.1ih., whnltu.lr , pacluu 
.. nd collrctions. 

Dur1n1 thr p.ut yur, world wide 
•Urnt ion was focu u C'd on thr ~nb· 
raid.an SalC'1 Ncaus.r n f thr unu1ual 
prrsf'nl.11tion of hard to locatr material. 
Biddtu camr from in.any p.uu of thf' 
world tu participatt in thr unusual 

}Alt ' r vf'nU th.u .ur typical of thf' ~rrbra· 

'f'""' 
r - .; .. •ucroon•. 

Thf' oUrrina of put of thr trrmrn· 
s stock uf thr Scon Stamp a.: Coin 

Inc .• clunun a Sc<rrbralc.ian 1'tC· 

~L. II~ s ~ -_ /,. ovr< ! ) yun ,ol "pu1•bl< op<r· 

"""" ~ •101 of 1h 1~ unusual ulr is 
~LA 'n requnt . Thr drmand is 

• ~ hr Ml arul that drspitr thr 
,. l ordrr. c.a1alo1s .are ea• 

Thr offning V: ahaum·d f.ar in advann 

tB.iltt~,l; . ·'.•••~~g~11;11~;~:f.{l'.i1tliiRilie'.tw1:11r1;r'.1.~1~ii1 

S. Serebrakian, 220 w~ s11h st., N.v. 2 4 

SECOND PART OF 

Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Stamp Stock 
\.VILL BE OFFERED IN 

DECEMBER 
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY NO\.V ! 

LOTS ON EXHIBITION ASDA SHO\.V BOOTH 77 

MATERIAL ACCEPTED FOR NEXT AUCTION SALES. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. VI ~33. 



}JJll 1Juz JillM ]inuz 
THE AMEIUCAN 

Regular Postal Issues Stamp Album 
A Major Philatelic Advance Created by America's Foremost Experts 

A fully illustrated album devoted exclusively to the regular postal issues of the 
United States from the first stamps of 1847 through the current Presidential series, 
plus Air Mails, Postage Dues, Special Delivery , Parcel Post , Special Handling, Duck 
Hunting, and Confederate States stamps. 

Interesting annotations appear on each page , which enable the co llector to learn 
more about the stamps and philatelic history of the United States. "Secret Marks, " 
" Grill s," "Triangles," " Re -engravings," and other puzzling issues are explained and 
illustrated. 

Rare types and Special Printings which are seldom seen and are very difficult to 
obtain have , for the most part, been omitted, so that the collector may have a rea­
sonable opportunity of filling the album . 

64 pages, 8 V2" by 11 ", printed on heavy " Stamp Co llecto rs Ledger" * paper, 
each page is handsomel y decorated and punched to fit a standard three-ring binder. 

Supplements issu ed w hen necessary. 
:ci copyright 

ALBUM COMPLETE WITH COLD-STAMPED BINDER ..... ... .... $4.50 
Pages only (w ithout binder) -------· $2.50 

ALSO A f/AILABLE 

COMPANION VOLUME FOR COMMEMORATIVE ISSUES (not 
included above ) COMPLETE WITH COLD-STAMPED BINDER $4.50 

Pages only (w ith out binder} -·----- $2.50 

2oc postage beyo nd our delivery area. New Y 01·k City residents please add tax. 

A CIFT THAT WILL BE APPRECIATED FOR A LIFETIME 

GIMBELS 
WORLD'S LARGEST STAMP DEPARTMENTS 

33rd and Broadway 
New York I, N. Y. 

9th at 111 ark et 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
334 THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. VI 
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HE N RY M . GOODKIND, Editor 

Editorial Committee 
WINTHROP S. BOGGS 
HARRISON D. S. HAVERBECK 
EDWIN MUELLER 
STEPHEN G . RICH 
Editorial 

Philately, Pure and Simple 
Phil ately as a word is defined in both 

general and stamp collectors ' dictionaries. 
These definitions of philately do not conce rn 
us in this writing. It is r a ther the basis upon 
which some w ish to center its concep t that 
evokes these comments. 

In striving to make one's conception of phi­
lately conform to th a t of a particular indi­
vidual, some have sought to qualify th e word 
by the appendage of such adjectives as 
"tru e," "pure," "basic," "proper" or "cor­
rec t. " There is no need for thi s. Thus one 
speaks of anoth er as a phil a telist considering 
himself in contras t a ' true' phi latelist . This 
is a snobbish attitude. 

We notice th at those who champion th e 
belief th a t such a thing as "prope r" phil a tely 
ex ists, are th e st udents who confine their 
study of stamps to th e graphic a rts and its 
processes. Only the st amp is THE thing to 
th em. All else is an unimportant sideline, 
which should hardly be toler ated as a com­
ponent part of philately. It is alleged th at 
as collectors, we should concentr ate upon th e 
TH E COLLECTORS CLU B PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO
st amp 's study, wasting as little time and ef­
fort upon its postal history, historical back­
ground or th e inclusion of the events w hich 
caused it to be issued and used . 

We do not share such views. They are 
far too na rrow. Philately was frowned 
upon for years by outsiders as the silly past­
time of schoolboys and eccentrics. Our repu­
t ation with the general public was low. 
Fo rtun ately, this has been slow ly changing. 
The general acceptance, however, of philately 
at thi s moment is far from universal. It be­
hooves us to gain further recognition, par­
ticul a rly in academic circles and among those 
scholars of th e arts . We must demonstrate 
that th e study of stamps is more th an just 
stickin g small pieces of gummed paper into 
an album. Students of stamps can gain the 
respect of other stud en ts if we evidence the 
broad aspec ts of phila tely. We illustra te this 
point wi th this example. The students of the 
stamps of our Civil War years have offered 
studies not only of th e stamps themselves but 
also included the background of the histori­
cal events and personalities of those times. 
Another excellent illustration of this is the 

(Continued on P age 358.) 
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SECRETARY'S PAGE 

The Meeting of September 20, 1950 

Editor's Note: Because of th e special in­
te rest in the opening meeting of the 1950-51 
season, Mr. George B. Sloane has written 
about The Bureau of Engraving and Print­
ing Nig ht in great detail. Mr. Sloane's story 
is to be found uninco rporated in the Secre­
tary's P age, but as one of th e feature arti­
cles in thi s number (See pages 349-358) 

The following new members were elected 
to membership at the Board of Governors' 
meeting held September 27th , 1950: 

NO. 

2871 Joel H . Chavin, New York, N. Y. 
Collects United States 

2872 W arren G. Kaud er, Newark, . J. 
Collects Chin a, East Asia, and Italy 

2873 Ike Turner, Elizabeth, N. J . 
Collects British P os tal History 

2874 Edward K. Bowen, No. Scituate , Mass. 
Collects United States and British 

No rth America 

2875 P. W. Codwise, K enmore, N . Y. 
Collects Ship Stamps, Bermud a, New­

foundland and Canada 

2876 H enry P aul Fallon , Peekskill , N . Y. 
Collects Guatemala, " Ships," "Trains" 

and "Music" 

2877 C la rence E. Foster, Albuquerque , New 
Mexico 

Collects Uni ted States , and Belgian 
Postal History 

2878 Burleigh E . Jacobs, W auwatosa, Wis­
consin 

Collects Cancellations on Early U. S.-
3c 1861 Specialized 

2879 Louis W. K aise r , Ith aca, N. Y. 
Collects Pre-stamp, Early U. S. Covers, 

Postal Markings 
2880 Marjor ie K. Landsiedel, R ed Bank, 

New Jersey 
Collects Postage I ssues of the U nited 

States-2c Columbian 
2881 R. E. Manson, Springfield , Oregon 

Collects Covers 
2882 H. D. Mitchell, Lt. J. G. MSC, USN, 

Washington, D. C. 
Collects Costa Rica 
336 THE COL
2883 Duane C. Rosselot, Albuqu erque, New 
Mexico 

Collects U. S. ~I l , 19th Century Can­
cellations, New Mexico Territorials, 
Philippines 

2884 Robert S. Scola, C hester , Penna. 
Collects Italy and Colonies 

2885 Victor C. Timmermann, Lakehurst, 
N . J. 

Collects Engraved P ostal Issues, 
Meth ods of Manufacture U . S. Bu­
reau I ssues 

2886 Go rd on H . Torrey, Eugene, Oregon 
Coll ects France, China, Greece-"Ship 

Letters & P aquebots" 
2887 Dr. 0. Bacher, London , England 

Coll ects U. S. A. 
2888 William Edward Lea, Brookl ands, 

C heshire, E ngland 
Collects Great Brita in , B arbados and 

Canada 
2889 J oseph S c h a t z k e s , 1 eu illy / Seine, 

F rance 
Collects F rance, Mexico, Roman States, 

Austria, Lombardo-Veneta 
2890 W . A. C. W a rner, Winnipeg, Mani­

toba, Canada 
Coll ects Mint Canada and U. S., Air­

mail and P ostage I ssues 

The Library Committee reports th e acqui­
sition of th e fo llowing: 
"Sanab ri a 's Air P ost Catalogue 1950" by 

Sanabri a Company 
" Priced Catalogue of King George VI P ost­

age Stamps, 1951" by Stanley Gibbons. 
"M itchell-H oover Official Catalog of U. S. 

Bureau Precancels" 34th Edition by 
S. G. Rich 

"Naval Mails 1939-49" by J ohn Goldup 
" India Used in Burma" by J al Cooper 
"Almanaca Philate lique 1945" by Willy 

Balasse 
"Zumstein Europa K atalog 1951" by Zum­

stei n & C ie 
"Medicines on Which Medicine 

Were Affixed" by Royal H . B. 
"Die Zeppelinpost-Marken der 

W elt" by W. H. Siegmeier 
" Europaische Luftport, Die ," by 

Siegmeie r 
(Continued on Page 370.) 

Stamps 
F uller 
Ganzen 

W. H. 
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UNITED 

T he First A ir Ma il Stamp 

By HENRY M . GOODKIND 
The Philatelic Find of the Century 

Philate lic history was made on May 14, 
1918, when Mr. W. T. Robey, a st amp col­
lector in Washington, D. C., purchased the 
sheet of 100 stamps of the first United States 
air mail st amp with the inverted centers. 
As the years pass, the sensation ali sm of this 
discovery grows more and more. Even tak­
ing the infl ationa ry trend of the dollar into 
consideration , we wi tness th e tremendous in­
crease in valu e of one st amp with this erro r 
from its o riginal face value of 24 cents to 
close to a present $4000. Consequently 
we can class this R obey purchase as THE 
philatelic find of th e 20th Century, if not 
one of the greatest of all time. 

The sto ry of th e discovery h as been told 
and retold, wri tten and r ewritten and of ten 
with more fic tion th an fact . It is t oo well­
known to repeat. But af ter thi r ty yea rs, 
there are some aspects which we w ish to 
examine further and perhaps introduce for 
the first time some new obse rvations of im­
portance to philatelic stud ents. The fo rtun ate 
fi nder of th e shee t with th e inverted cen­
ters is no longer wi th us. But before he 
passed on, he recorded his own recollections 
of th e event twenty years af ter it h ap­
pened.1 We shall choose therefore, to rely 
upon Robey for our information about the 
discovery of th e 24-cent air m ail invert 
rather th an upon that of others. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX IX , NO
Robey tells us he was no grea t philatelist 
because "in 1918, he h ad been collecting 
st amps for two years." He was, howeve r, 
an avid co] lector, and as typical of so many 
of us he spent considerable time in stamp 
dealers ' oinces, listening to others talk about 
stamps. H e mentioned , in particular, the 
es t abli shment of th e late H . L. Colman, a 
well-known dealer for many yea rs in W ash­
ington , D. C. Among those wi th whom 
Robey conversed about st amps were Mr. Jos. 
B. L eavy, th e fi rst cu rator of th e Govern­
ment exhibit in th e Smithsoni an Institution 
and the present curator , Mrs. Catherine Man­
ning, who a t th at ti me was a clerk in Col­
man 's office . R obey seemed to be a good 
listener and remembered much of import­
~nce in the conversa tions. 

\Ve, therefore, wond er if his find was 
simply a mat ter of good luck, or whether 
there was more to hi s purchase of th e sheet 
with the errors than pure chance. Let us 
li sten again to Robey t elling about his ex­
per ience. 

" In th ose days th e issuance of a new 
st amp was a r a rity and the cause of much 
commen t in philatelic circles. It had been 
announced th at th e new stamp would be 
in two colors and the possibility of an in­
vert was th e cause of much widespread 
discussion . Just a short time previous to 

1 W eekly l'l1 ilat elic Gossip, February 19, 1938. 
. VI 337 



T H E F IR s T u. s. A I R M A I L s TAM p 
this the famous five-cent error had been 
discovered and th e possibility of an invert 
slipping pas t the watchful eyes of the in­
spectors in both the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing and the post office led u s col­
lectors to feel th at such a possibility was 
g reater th an ever. This coun try at th at 
time was in the World W ar and th e Bu­
reau of Engraving and Printing was 
working twenty-fou r hours a day printing 
Liberty Bonds and new currency, besides 
st amps. 

"Through correspond ence, I had made 
arrangements w ith collectors in both New 
York and Philadelphia for the exch ange of 
fir st day cover s. * * * Early on the 
morning of May 14, I went to th e branch 
post office nea rest my employment to pur­
chase some of the new twenty-four cent 
airmail st amps to be used to send cove rs. 

* * * 
"Upon asking fo r th ese st amps, th e clerk 

on duty told me th at he only h ad a very 
few of them but was expecting another 
consignment about noon of th at day. I 
examined the st amps th at he h ad on h and 
but due to the poor centering decid ed to 
wait until noon before making my purchase. 
Promptly at noon , I returned to the post 
office with $30.00, which I had previously 
withdrawn from the bank. The same 
clerk was on duty at the st amp window 
and upon inquiring as to whether he had 
received any additional copies of th e Air 
Mail stamps, he reached down under the 
counter and brought forth a full sheet and 
my he art stood still. It was the sheet of 
inverts. It was w hat yo u might call a 
'Thrill that comes once in a lifetime.' 
Without any comment, I paid for the sheet 
and then asked the clerk if he h ad any 
more sheets. He again reached under the 
counter and brought up three additional 
sheets w hich he said were all he h ad. An 
examination showed th ese sheets to be no r­
m al. Had they been otherwise, I wond er 
how I would have paid for th em w ith only 
$6.oo in my pocket? I handed th ese three 
sheets back to th e clerk and then showed 
him the sheet I had purchased and drew 
his attention to the fact that th e airplane 
was upside down. Without any comment, 
he left th e window and ran for a tele­
phone. Needless to say, I left th at office 
338 THE CO
in a hurry w ith my sheet of inverts tucked 
safely under my a rm. 

The th ought then struck me th a t pos­
sibly th er e might be more of these st amps 
in some other branch post office and I hur­
ried to th e E leventh Street branch, about 
six blocks away. An examination was 
made of all the stock on hand , but fai led 
to reveal any inverts.'' 

We shall not con tinu e wi th the balance 
of this fasci na ting history which covers the 
attempts of th e postal inspecto rs to have 
Robey relinquish his treasure and then his 
act iviti es wh ich finally resulted in sellin g the 
sheet . 

There are seve r al oth er versions which 
differ from Robey's own acco unt of his dis­
covery. The most widely na rr ated one is 
that a man was in line ahead of Robey, had 
th e sheet w ith th e inverts in his h and s but 
returned th em because he noticed someth ing 
wrong w ith it . Such a version causes th e 
tale of the fi nd to become more colorfu l but 
we have neve r fou nd any evid ence or wit­
nesses to support it. W e h ave heard it from 
reliable phila telic sources who maintain th at 
th ey lea rned this version directly from Robey. 
But he catego rically denied when he wrote:-

" In conclu sion, I would lik e to se t at 
res t some of th e many rumors th at exist 
abou t th ese st amps. 

"F irst , th a t a man in line ahead of me 
turn ed the st amps back to the clerk at 
th e window because they we re not per­
fec t . This is absolutely false, for a t the 
time that I made my purchase there was 
no lin e and no one was ahe ad of me. Can 
yo u im agin e the post office trying to resell 
a sheet of stamps th a t had been once r e­
fused for being imperfect by having th e 
ai rpl ane upside down?" 

A nother ve rsion vve heard was that Robey 
had been see king not only we ll cen tered 
copies fo r first fli ght cove rs but plate number 
blocks. R obey mentioned tw ice permission 
to examine shee ts, w hich lend s support to 
this idea. 

If it were tru e about seeking plate num­
ber blocks, th en Robey was luckier th an he 
eve r kn ew. It was hi s lack of knowledge 
that enabled him to easily spot th e sheet wi th 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX IX, NO. VI 



T H E F I R s T u. s. A I R M A I L s T A M p 
Fig. l Photo-micrograph of the wing portion of the airplane at the point where it contacts 
the curved frame , taken with filter technique to largely eliminate the red color. Had the red 
frame line been printed on top of the blue plane tip, this technique would have caused a light 
curve ( representing the curved frame line ) to show on the wing tip. 

( Photo by Ray K crsh11 er } 
th e errors. Because on the first day of sale 
of th e first U nited States ai r mail st amp , 
th e only sheet w ith a plate number was th e 
one with th e inverted cen ters. U nde r th e 
circumstances, this shee t would h ave "stood 
ou t like a so re thumb." As we shall de t ail 
later , all the sheets on sale th e first day were 
wi th out any top sheet margin and so had no 
plate numbers. 

R obey did not realize this back in 1918 
and his writing in 1938 reveals that he still 
had not lea rned how the fir st U nited States 
air mail st amp was printed and sold. Fur-
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX IX, N
thermore , this applied also to many others, 
some recognized phil atelists such as Mr. 
Leavy, cur ato r a t th e Smithsonian Institu­
tion. Robey related how la te on the after­
noon of th e day of his discovery, he took th e 
sheet to Colm an's office. He wrote as 
fo llov.rs : 

" All examin ed th e sheet but no one 
would place a possible value upon it. Mr. 
Leavy stated that as the stamps were 
printed in sheets of 400 subjects, it w as 
apparent that th ere were at leas t three 
O. VI 339 
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BLVE 

~ 
REO 

'18493 849~ 

"" I/ 
/ ~ 

v '"' Fig. 2 Sketch of the plate layout of 1 00 subjects for the first printing of the 24c. red and 
blue air mail stamp. It had the top margin with the blue plate #8493, the red plate #8492, 
and the heavy arrow. Also the 3 other red arrows on the right, left and bottom margins. 

• 
other similar sheets. History tells us 
that three more sheets of these stamps 
were found in the Bureau and promptly 
destroyed." 

This mistaken idea of "three more sheets" 
brings back memories, which we do not re­
member fondly. We recall an offer to our 
late father back in 1918 to sell him a well 
centered perforated all around copy of the 
24-cent air mail invert for $300. The 
temptation to buy it was great and much de­
liberation ensued. Various opinions were 
sought. The "best" advice seemed to be 
340 THE CO
that such a purchase would be most risky. 
Rumors were then rife that additional print­
ings of the error were planned. The mis­
taken notion that the stamp was printed 
from +oo subject plates was also called to 
our attention , giving us the completely 
wrong impression that three more sheets 
must exist. Furthermore, we were cau­
tioned that it was highly probable that more 
sheets with the error were or would be 
bought by others than Robey. The result 
was that "the best advice" was followed and 
the 24-cent invert was turned down at $300. 
(Different than Mr. Robey, we do know 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. \'I 
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·-

Fig. 3 The complete sheet of the 24c. air mail as so ld on the first day. The TOP and 
RIGHT sheet margins had been cut off to fit the post office folders, thus leaving the sheet 
without any plate numbers. 

( lllu slratio11 court es y of S. S erebrakia11 } 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELI ST, VOL . XXIX , NO. VI 341 
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who purch ased the copy we declined.) 
We often wonder what we or others w ould 

do now, if a simila r decision as faced our 
father th en, h ad to be m ade. Wh at would 
you do? 

This prompts us to ask another qu es tion. 
If you, at this very time, had made a pur­
ch ase as did R obey in 1918, how wo uld you 
go about handling it? From th e reading of 
l\llr. Robey's account, we can perceive th at 
he had no easy time selling his shee t. Many 
of th e th en lead ing dealers, w hom he ap­
proached to sell , we re quite conse rv ative 
( to express it politely) in th ei r offe r s. D o 
you think Robey was sagacious in his sale of 
th e sheet? W ould you h ave do ne it differ­
ently? H ave yo u eve r asked yourself these 
questions? 

The Inverted Center 

A technical discussion, which occurs at 
times among philatelist s, r aised th e intricate 
question as to w heth er thi s error can be 
called an inverted center. Some stud ents of 
U nited States stamps have contend ed th at 
the center had been printed first, and the 
fram e was th e second printing operation . If 
this is true, th e error is not an inve rted cen­
ter but an inverted frame. In other words, 
when the sheet was fed onto the press for 
the second time , it was the fr ame printing 
which was turned around. We proceeded to 
test this theory and our method did not sup­
port it. 

Copies of th e 24-cent air mail stamp are 
known where the center is shifted, in some 
instance so much that a part of the a irpl ane's 
design touches or even overlaps part of th e 
frame. W e had Mr. R ay Kerschner of Phil a­
delphia, P a., make a photographic analys is of 
some copies with this shifted center. H e 
made a number of photographic tests, one 
of "'·hich we illustr ate. (Fig. r). This 
clearly shows that the plane 's tip is on top 
of th e fr ame lines and so th e center was the 
second printing operation. Thus it is our 
conclu sion that th e error is an inverted 
cent er . 

The First Printing 

W e had referred to the fac t th at many did 
not know th e m ann er in w hich th e first U ni-
342 THE CO
ted Sta tes air mail st amp was printed or 
prepared for sale. The printing was on one 
hundred subject plates (roxro). (Fig. 2) 
Two pl ates were used. One, No. 8492, for 
the frame , which was printed in red ink; 
th e other, No. 8493, for the cente r, printed 
in blue ink. The shee ts, however, were not 
placed on sale as printed. J ohl 2 clearly ex­
plains this: 

"These stamps were prepared in a hurry, 
as there were onl y seven days between th e 
time Congress fixed th e r ate and the 
st amps were placed on sale. * * * 
"For ease in hand ling at individual offices 
it was decided to cut off two of th e sheet 
margins. Th is stamp was firs t issued m inu s 
t!t e top and right margins." ( Italics are 
ours) 

It is unfortunate in ou r opinion th at J ohl 
or th e other writers on 20th Century U. S. 
st amps h ave not explained in more detail 
that thi s margin cutting before sale had re­
moved th e top strip wi th the plate numbers. 
(Fig. 3) 

When th e Col. E. H. R . Green Collection 
Part XVII was sold on November 13, 1944 
by the auctionee r s, H a rmer, Rooke & Co., 
Inc. of New York, N. Y. , th e desc ription of 
lot 166 began as th is: 

"The uniqu e block of 8, pos1t1ons 85 to 
kt) and 95 to 98, with bottom arrow and 
blue plate ~8493." 

This pl a te number is seen upside down on 
the bottom sheet margin directly below posi­
tion 98. (Fig. 4). It ex pla ins to us why 
anyone who sought plate number blocks of 
th e first U nited States ai r mai l st amp when 
it went on sale, cou ld have so easi ly spotted 
th e fa mous sheet with th e inverted centers. 

Second Printing 

The U nited Sta tes P os t Office Department 
took immedi ate steps to avoid the possibility 

2 "U . S. Postage Stamps of the 20th Century" by 
Ma x Johl. H. L. Lindquist Publications. Vol. 3 
pp. 166-6;, 187-9 r , 258. 
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Fig. 4 The famous 24c. error. This is t he unique b lock of 8 showing the blue plate #8493, 
as photographed by Harmer, Rooke & Co. Inc., when the Colonel E. H. R. Green collection 
was sold at auction in 1944. Th is sold for $27 ,000.00, the highes t price of any individual 
lot in the Green sales. 
of the occurrence of any further errors. All 
the sheets on sale were called in. The plate 
was altered. The word "top" with serif 
capitals was added to the vignette plate No. 
8493. It was placed in the upper sheet mar­
gin over position 3, and, of course, in the 
blue color. Thus the second printing of the 
first United States air mail stamp is with the 
top sheet margin having two plat e numbers-
8492 and 8493-, the arrow and blue "Top" 
only. The sheets of the second printing were 
cut off on th e left and bottom margins to fit 
the post office folders before their public 
sale. (Fig. 5) 

The sec ond printing was on sale for a very 
limited tim e. This explains why the " mar­
gin block of 12, two plate numbers, arrow 
and blue 'TOP' only" is priced in the Scott 
U . S. Specialized Catalog at $250 in italics. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX , N
The Third Printing 

The addition of only 011r " Top" was not 
considered a sufficient safeguard. So a third 
printing was made . This time the word 
"Top" was added to the red frame pla te in 
capital letters without serifs. This printing 
can always be determined by the upper sheet 
margin with both the red and blue pl ate Nos. 
8492, 8493 , the arrow and both a red and 
blue "Top." The cutting of sheets from 
this third printing was done by removal of 
the right a11d bottom margins. (Fig. 6). 

As there were three printings and three 
margin cuttings with the first United States 
air mail stamp, we show in a chart the 
various known position blocks which can be 
assembled in a collection of the 24-cent red 
and blue air mail stamp. 
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: '7'-' 

Fig. 5 The complete sheet of l 00 from the second printing. The word " TOP" in blue 
was added. The cutting of the sheet removed the left and bottom margins. Thi s printing 
was on sale for a very limited time. 
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Fig. 6 The complete sheet of 100 from the third printing. The word "TOP" has been 
added in red and blue . The right and bottom sheet margins were cut off to fit the post 
office folders. 

POSITIOl\" BLOCJ\:S TO BE F'OliND IN 'CHE THREE PRINTINGS 

Type of Block 1st Printing 2nd Printing 
1st Cutting 2nd Cutting 

Margi n blo ck of 4 , Arrow bottom x - -
Marg in block of 4 , A rrow top - - x 
Centerline blo ck x x 
Margin block of 4 , Arrow left x --
Margin block of 4, Arrow rig ht -- x 
Marg in block of 4, Blue Pl. # ( * ) --
Margin block of 4 , Red Pl. # - - x 
Marg in block of 4 , Blue Pl. # & Top -- x 
Marg in blo ck of 4 , Red Pl. # & Top -- --
Block of 12 , Pl. #. Arrow, Blue Top -- x 
Block of 12, 2 Pl. #. Arrow, 2 Top -- --
Ma r g in bloc k of 4 , Initial S De B (t ) x --

(*) Blue Pl ate number found onl y u pon th e ONE sheet with the in ve rted centers. 

( tl These are the sid erographer's initia ls. 

31·d Printing 
3rd Cutting 

--
x 
x 
x 
--
--
--
x 
x 
--
x 
--
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. VI 345 



T H E F I R s T u . s. A I R M A I L s T A M p 
. . 

J. c. 'Morg~ntha~, ·Esq •. , 

161 W • . 91st Street., 

Ne~ York -city, N.Y. 

Fig. 7 First flight covers showing the two types of special May 15 , 1918 cancellation . 
(P/1010 by Boulrel/e) 
Following this chart, we notice which po­
siti on blocks occur in each of the three 
printings o r those which are found only once 
o r twice. Thus a block of four from th e 
bottom margin wit h th e red arrow is as 
sca rce as those with the right arrow. Ce n­
terline blocks are th e co mmonest. They oc­
cur in everv printing. lt must be stressed 
th at th e first printing was on sale /01· one 
da y only. The second printing is equally 
sca rce, as sheets from this we re on sale for 
a very limited time. Thus any position block, 
which occ urs only in th e first or second 
printing but not in th e third , is sca rce. The 
third printing is the one from which most of 
the stamps come.3 
THE CO
Not Cataloged as the First U. S. 
Air Mail Stamp 

Th e first air mai l st amp of U nited States 
is not acco rded its proper phil atelic rank 
because of stamp ca taloging traditions. This 
is unfortunate in our opinion. The 24-cent 

:t It wou ld be most helpful if more comprehensive 
<l c5cript ions were " ·ritten when comp lete or parts 
of sheets of the 2.;c. red and blue a ir mail are offered 
for sale. Tn a recent auction of a very important 
U. S. co ll ection , a complete sheet of the first air mail 
stamp w as includ ed. No mention , however, was made 
of any sheet markin gs, lea vin g pro spect ive purchasers 
uninformed <1bout it s proper va lu ation without visual 
in spection. This ha s also occurred in the past. 
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red and blue4 air mail stamp was first used 
on May 15, 1918. Then the 16-cent green, 
No. 2 United States air mail in the cata­
log, followed in July 1918. Finally the 
6-cent orange, cataloged as No. 1, was is­
sued in December 1918. 

It has been the catalogs' practice to group 
and number stamps by sets. Consequently, 
the lowest denomination in a set is listed 
first, followed in numerical sequence down 
to the highest value. Such a policy causes the 
24-cent to be Scott C3 and the 6-cent Ci. 
It is regrettable that this tradition causes 
our first air mail stamp to lose its proper 
r ank . If rules , under certain circumstances, 
a rc permitted to have exceptions, we would 
plead a case for having the first air mail stamp 
bl'! listed in every catalog as Number One. 
The Sanabria Air Post Catalogue, used 
mostly by air mail stamp specialists, in its 
1950 edition changed the numbering of the 
24-cent red and blue air mail from U. S. 
San. ~ 3 to its U. S. ~I. 

First Flights 

We now wish to discuss some of the first 
mailings and flights with this first air mail 
stamp. 24 cents covered the single letter 
rate per ounce, including the special deliv­
ery fee , which at times accounted for the 
fastest part of the transmission of the mail. 
The reason was that air post in 1918 en­
countered either frequent delays or the com­
plete interruption of the service, necessitat­
ing the shipment of the mail by the fastest 
available surface means . Incidentally, the 
first six air mail stamps do not bear the in­
scription "Air Mail," only the words "U. S. 
Postage." It was not until the 1926 series 
that the in sc ription "Air Mail" appeared 
upon the stamps for this specific fast mail 
service, a practice which has been continued 
up to the present time. 

Covers with the date of the first flight , 
May 15, 1918, are readily available. Many 
cove rs were prepared for the first fli ght. 
Ever so many realized that a souvenir of 
this history-making first United States air 
mail service should be desirable for the fu-

'This is th e manner in which the U. S. Post Of-
fice Department named the stamp's colors. Scott 
cata log calls them ca rmine ro se and blue. 
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ture, so that numerous covers with the May 
15, 1918 date exist. The result was the 
supply far exceeded the demand. When the 
16c green stamp was issued for its first 
flight on July 15, 1918, fewer covers were 
serviced. Even these seemed in more than 
ample supply. Consequently, when the 6-cent 
orange air mail was placed in use on De­
cember 16, 1918, only a few bothered with 
first flight covers. 

The catalogs in pricing the 1918 air mail 
stamps on first flight covers overlook this 
reality. Instead we find that cover prices 
erroneously follow the valuations of the 
stamps, both unused and used . Because the 
6-cent stamp is the lowest priced of the 1918 
air mail set, a first day cover with this stamp 
is priced also the lowest. Under actual 
market conditions, the 6-cent stamp is ex­
tremely scarce when found upon a first flight 
cover, whereas the 24-cent stamp is still in 
ample supply, selling for only a fraction of its 
catalog price. 

In connection with the first trip cancella­
tion of May 15, 1918, a mistake was made. 
It came about in this manner. The service 
from New York to Washington was com­
pleted, but the leg from Washington to New 
York was not. The plane with this mail 
was forced down in Maryland. The mail 
bags were returned to Washington, and had 
to be flown to New York the following day, 
May 16th. A special cancellation had been 
applied to the first flight covers. (Fig. 7) 
When the returned mail began to be can­
ce lled in Washington on May 16th, the 
date had been changed from May I 5th but 
the words "First Trip" had not been re­
moved. This mistake was noticed before 
many letters were cancelled so that only a 
f ew covers with th e cancellation error "May 
16, 1918 / First Trip" exist. Joh! states 
the amount at three.5 

The cover with this cancellation mistake 
" May 16" in the writer's collection (Fig. 8) 
was purchased without any prior knowledge 
that it was one of the few known to exist. It 
was found in a lot after purchase at auction 
with other United States air mail covers. 
The original owner presumably did not know 
abo ut thi s scarce cancellation mistake. He 

5 We be) ieve that more than three exist, but do 
not know the exact number. We estimate it at five 
or SIX . 
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{Photo by B outrelle) 

Fig. 8 Cover cancel led in Washington, D. C. "May 16. 19 18 / First T rip" by m istake. It is 
recorded that only three such covers exist. 
had altered the May 16th date to May 15th 
by writing over the number 6 with a 5. For­
tunately, this change was made in pencil 
so that it could be erased. 

A Number One Stamp 

We previously wrote G that the 24-cent red 
and blue stamp of the 1918 United States 
air mail series is a number one air mail 
stamp in many respects. It was 

1. The FIRST definitive air mail stamp 
of the world. 

2. The FIRST air mail stamp showing an 
airplane. 

3. The FIRST air mail stamp of the 
Uni ted States. 

•"The Aero Philatelist News" Vol. IV No. 23. 
THE COL
4. The FIRST air mail stamp of the 
Western Hemisphere . 

5. Tl:e FIRST air mail stamp printed bi­
colored . 

6. The FIRST air mail stamp issued for 
a regular air post service . 

7. T he FIRST air mail stamp to be 
printed with an error. 

8. The FIRST air mail stamp to be can­
celled with a mistake. 

We would like to see every catalog list it 
as United States air mail Number One so 
that all will know it as that. A listing as 
Scott C3 , as noted befo re, causes too many to 
overlook this fact. 

In conclusion, we wish to express our ap­
preciation and thanks to Mr. Sidney F. 
Barrett, who so frequently and generously 
gave us his time and assistance in making 
this study. 
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BUREA U ENGRAVER 

A T COLLECTORS CLUB 
By GEOR GE B. SLOANE* 
The meetings of th e Fall season, of 1950, 
a t the Coll ecto rs C lub opened wi th , " B ureau 
of E nqrnv ing and P rinting Nig ht," Wednes­
day, September 20th . In recent years, " Bu­
reau Night" has bee n an an nual fea t ure of 
our prog ram. A rranged and st aged by th e 
write r, they have been outstanding successes 
and we a lway s play to st anding room only. 
This one was no exception and a ttendance 
see med la rger th an ever. 

Ou r gues t on this occasion was Ca ,.Z T . 
A ,.Zt, one of th e Burea u's ace-engrave rs, a 
mas ter cr af tsman w ho st ands at th e top in 
his profession, and who has been fo rty-seven 
years at th e wo rk. H e has engraved so 
many dies for U nited States st amps since he 
firs t ca me to the Bureau th at he is often fo r­
getfu l of many of th ose he has executed. 

A few weeks befo re th e meeting, he fur­
nished me wi th a list of six ty-four st amps 
w hich came to min d, sta rting w ith th e 3c 
Wisconsin , of 1934, down to th e 3c R ough 
Ride rs iss ue, of 1948, including a number of 
Phili ppine st amps and a few of th e Canal 
Zone. T hi s list is publi shed w ith th ese notes. 

T h rough th e coope r ation of L eonard W. 
Giles, we had these st amps photographed in 

* Th is was an excl usive undertaking of the Col­
lectors Club, pl anned and arranged by George B. 
Sloa ne. The article by Mr. Car l T . A rl t, and the 
list of stamp s he engraved, were delivered for ex­
cl usive use in the COLLECTOR S CLUB P HILA­
TELIST. R e-pu bl icat ion rights to all of Mr. A rl t's 
notes and also to Geo rge B . Sloane's reports, in w hole 
or in pa rt , w ill be made ava il able to others upon 
app l icat ion to the Coll ectors Club, with the stip ul ation , 
that fu ll credit be given with the text w herever 
used. 
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black and w hite, in r educed size, on slides; 
and projected one by one, highly magnified, on 
a screen as M r. A rl t d iscussed th em w ith 
numerous anecdotes and stor ies. H e im­
pressed upon us th e g reat ca re taken, in the 
engrav ing work, to insure accuracy of det ail 
and best inter pret at ion of th e des ign. The 
subject of his int roducto ry t alk was, "Stamps, 
F rom th e E ngrave r 's V iewpoint," and this, 
also, fo llows as a pa rt of this r eport, to­
ge th er w ith notes on his general comments as 
each subj ect appea red on th e screen. 

During his t alk, M r. Arlt recalled a few 
more st amps he had engraved , among them, 
th e 1941 , $5 W a r Savings st amp, the first 
two Duck stamps of 193 4 and 1935, and 
aga in th e Duck st amp issued in 1942, and 
th e 15c A irmail st amp, of 1947, portraying 
th e New York skyline, and I can add an­
other to his long list. When I visited the 
engraving rooms at th e Bureau, in Septem­
ber, he showed me th e die he h ad just com­
pleted fo r the l as t of th e 1950 N ation al 
Capit al Sesqui-Centenni al se ries, the "Legis­
lative" st amp, picturing a broad view of the 
magnificent Capitol building, to be issued 
November 22nd . His output since he h as 
been at th e Bureau would l ikely tot al some­
w here between 7 5 and 100 stamps. 

Ca rl T . Arlt is, prim arily, a portra it en­
grave r (the Bureau te rms th em " picture en­
gravers,") but on occasion he has done just 
th e fr ames , or other pictori al or ornamental 
fe atures of the designs, and m any times, the 
entire st amp,-a speciali st , ye t w ith all­
a round ability and skill. 

H ere a re M r. Arlt's r emarks prepared fo r 
the meeting. 
O . VI 349 



UNIT E D STATES BUREAU ENGRAVER 
STAMPS FROM THE ENGRAVER'S VIEWPOINT 

By Carl T. Arlt 
The engraved stamp has been an important 
pa rt of our country's life for the pas t 103 
years. Tonight it is my privilege to appear 
before you as an engrave r who has partici­
pated in the engraving of a number of the 
Bureau issues during th e past six teen years. 

Wh at goes into th e making of this tiny 
gumm ed label th a t carries our mail through­
out our cou ntry and ove r the world, that 
sometimes is so ld by th e pound , and of ten is 
worth far more th an its weight in gold? 
Wh at goes into its cre a tion and manufac­
ture? 

First , we have th e idea, which, w hen de­
veloped by th e des igner, res ults in th e model. 
The model may be an involved wash draw­
ing such as was made for the Swedish Pio­
neers Stamp of 1948, or a photogr aph of a 
we ll-kn own painting with th e let teri ng super­
imposed upon the print, as in the Doctor 's 
Stamp. After being approved by the prope r 
author ities it is turned over to the engravers 
fo r the making of th e mas te r die. 

The engraver is a craf tsman who has mas­
tered th e technique of cu ttin g (wi th a 
grave r ), or etching (wi th a point), lines, 
do ts and dashes on a steel die, in any desired 
direction , any desired weight o r thickness of 
line and any des ired width of space between 
lines. H e arr anges th e lines in such a m an­
ner th at he can portray on th e steel die, and 
in reve rse, for subsequ ent printing, any 
scene, portrait, or picture th at may be re­
quired . The skilled engr ave r can produce 
any grad ation of tone, from light to dark; 
through his experience, he can a rrange his 
lines in such a pattern th at th e result will 
be ar ti stically satisfactory and mechanically 
co rrect. His judgment of directions and 
wid th s of lines must be such th a t th e cor­
rect results a re obtained. Every varie ty of 
effect, or tone, or direction of line , comes as 
the result of a decision on his part, some­
times spontaneou s, but usually ve ry carefully 
planned , as it mu st be und erstood th at the 
eng raved master die is th e first step in the 
chain of operations th at lead to th e compl eted 
pl ates, fl a t or curved, ha rd ened and chrom ed, 
ready for the presses. 
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The mas ter die sta rts out in life as a 
blank, fl at , smooth piece of high carbon steel 
usually abo ut y,( inch thick and gener ally 
measu res 30 x 4 inches. On this steel the 
st amp is laid out to th e exact size by means 
of the ruling machine, usually by the Letter 
Engravers, who eng rave whateve r lettering is 
practical at th a t time. The die is then given 
to th e Picture E ngraver. 

Having made a care ful traci ng of the de­
sired subj ect on eith er tr anspa rent gela tine 
o r cellul oid , he proceeds to coat th e traced 
side with a fine fi lm of ac id resisting wax. 
Then, turnin g over th e waxed tracing, it is 
la id face down on th e die in its proper posi­
tion. Rubbin g th e back of the tracing w ith 
a burni sher, the wax is tr ansferred from the 
gela tin e to th e die and wherever any lines 
had been sc ratched on the tracing, they now 
show up on the trac ing, free from wax. A 
very weak soluti on of acid is now poured on 
th e steel die and in a very few moments th e 
im age th at had been traced on the gelatine, 
is now st a in ed in on the die, very lightly, but 
sufficiently strong to ac t as a guid e th rough­
ou t th e work. 

The Picture E ngraver now est abl ishes the 
many lines, dots and dashes, needed to po r­
tray the pictu re , ei th er by means of cu tting, 
etchi ng, o r ruling, and generally, by th e use 
oi all three mediums, and always, in reverse 
and th e exac t size as shown on th e printed 
stamp. 

As st ated earl ier, these lines, dots and 
dashes can be a rranged in any direction; any 
weight of line can be made, and any width 
of space between any two lines can be used, 
which , in the craf tsman's judgment, w ill por­
tr ay th e desired scene, portra it, or picture. 

H e can produce any tone, by th e we igh t 
and widths of his lines, and any texture, from 
a fur coat, to a steel shield, by varying 
weights, widths and directions of line. I am 
stressing thi s fact most strongly because en­
graving is the only g raphic art in w hich it is 
possible to a r range th e lines as described: in 
any desired direction weight and width ;-all 
other meth ods of graphic arts printing, lack 
one o r mo re of these factors, having either 
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fixed directions, fixed widths, or fixed weights 
of line. 

Certain textures are obtained by cutting, 
while other textures are obtained by etching. 
Landscapes are almost invariably etched, fre­
quently, some of the etched lines are cut up 
with a graver for additional depth, accent 
and refinement. Hard metallic objects are 
usually cut, but often they are lightly estab­
lished by means of etching. Portraits, flesh 
and drapery are almost always cut with a 
graver and usually with but little or no etch­
ing. It is particularly in the cutting of por­
traits and drapery that the engraver 's ability 
to choose the proper direction of lines mani­
fests itself, so that the best work of this na­
ture , usually represents the most pleasing 
a rrangement of lines. 

Etching involves the coating of the steel 
die with an acid-resisting wax, known as 
etching ground. Through this etching 
ground the lines of the design are drawn or 
scratched with a steel point. When the de­
sired lines are drawn, acid is applied , which 
bites or etches the lines into the metal; the 
longer the acid remains on the steel , the 
deeper and heavier the lines become. 

When the proper depth of line has been 
reached , the acid is washed off, and the 
ground removed , leaving the die with the 
etched lines established in the steel. As a 
rule the etched lines usually require more 
color or depth , which is accomplished either 
by cutting or re-biting the already existing 
lines, or by adding more lines by means of 
c rossin gs, or, as some term it, "cross hatch­
ing." 

It will be observed that all this is a proc­
ess of progress , always of adding more lines, 
more color, to the die. One starts out with 
a blank piece of steel and , in several weeks 
time, something has been created that will 
live long after th e craftsman has passed from 
the scene, but it will for all time, retain his 
person al and distinctive style of work, because 
it is the creation of his mind , his eye and his 
hand. 

When the die is finally finished, proofs 
will be made and submitted to the Post Office 
for approval. When approved, the die is 
hardened and turned over to the Siclerogra­
phers or transferrers. 

The Siderographer's function is to make 
the necessary plates from which the stamps 
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can be printed. This is clone by pl acing the 
hard die on the transfer press, taking a roll 
or cylinder of soft steel, slightly wider than 
the engraved subject on the hardened die, 
and rolling it back and forth on the hard 
die under a pressure of from 12 to 15 tons. 
This rolling, always in exactly the same spot, 
forces the soft steel of the roll into the 
incised lines of the hard die , until we have 
in relief , on the roll, that which has been 
engraved on the die. When everything is 
" up" on the roll, the roll in turn is hardened, 
and it is then possible to roll into soft steel 
that which was taken up from the original 
master die , rolling it into the steel, any num­
ber of times, in any desired position, each 
subject exactly like the original on the en­
graved master die. The plates are made as 
follows: ordinary series, four panes of one 
hundred each, arranged ten rows of ten sub­
jects each. Commemorative and Special De­
livery size stamps are transferred four panes 
of fifty subjects each, usually arranged in ten 
rows of five subjects, and sometimes in five 
rows of ten subjects each. 

When the plates are transferred and 
cleaned , they are machined. If for the rotary 
presses, they are curved to an arc of 180 de­
grees, then hardened and chromed. For ro­
tary press printing, two plates are needed for 
one press. The flat bed press can print four 
plates at one operation. 

I would like to point out several facts that 
are always present in the engraving of these 
stamp dies. First: no camera is used in en­
graving. The original drawing is usually 
made four times the size of the stamp. The 
camera is used only to reduce the original 
drawing or model down to stamp size. The 
master die is strictly hand engraved work. 
Second: whatever you see that has been 
printed from a steel plate, has been engraved 
in exactly the size that you see it. It is im­
possible to increase or reduce the size of any­
thing that has been engraved on steel, with­
out re-engraving the subject to the desired 
size. 

All work is done with the aid of a magni­
fying glass. We are frequently asked 
whether the close, confining work, with its 
multitude of detail is taxing on the eyes,­
it is quite an eyestrain but it places a far 
greater strain on our nerves, as we work 
and worry over getting a good likeness in a 
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portrait, worry over getting a good bite on 
our etching, worry lest we slip with a graver, 
worry over the IOI things that can, but sel­
dom do happen, but when they do occur, then 
we wish we were in some other line of en­
deavor, some line where our mist akes are 
not quite so close to our noses. But with it 
all, my associates and myself always attack 
a new problem with renewed zest, stimu­
l ated by the thought of "something different." 

One final word, before we project the 
slides and comment on the different stamps. 
Try to separate and evaluate the work of 
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the different craftsmen who participate in the 
production of a stamp, and place the credit 
or th e criticism where it belongs. The de­
signer is responsible only for the design, the 
engraver does only what h as been assigned 
to him , however, he interprets the design, 
bringing to life his impression, by his own 
ar rangement of lines. 

L ea rn to study engr aving for what it has 
to offer; its meticulous craftsmanship-its 
grea t va riety of color and beautiful arrange­
ment of lines. In th ese details, the oldest 
graphic ar t is st ill supreme. 
LIST OF POSTAGE STAMPS, BUREAU ENGRAVED 
BY CARL T. ARLT 

(Note: Scott's numbers are added m brackets.) 

1934 
1934 
1934 
1934 
1934 
1935 
1935 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1944 
1944 
1945 
1946 

UNITED STATES STAMPS 
3 Cents (739 ) Wisconsin Tercentenary 
4 Cents (743) National Parks, Mesa Verde 
5 Cents (744 ) National Parks, Yellowstone 
8 Cents (747) National Parks, Zion 
9 Cents (748) Nati onal Parks, Glacier Natl. Park 
3 Cents ( 77 3) San Diego 
3 Cents (774) Boulder Dam 
3 Cents (776 ) Texas Centennial. ( Houston portrait only) 
3 Cents (777) Rhode Island Tercentenary 
3 Cents (782) Arkansas Centennia l 
3 Cents (783) Oregon Territory 
3 Cents (784) Susan Anthony 
l Cent (790) Navy (Ships and background only) 
2 Cents (791) Navy (Ships and background only) 
3 Cents (792) Navy (Ships and background only) 
5 Cents (789) Army (Westpoint) 
5 Cents (796) Virginia Dare 
3 Cents (798) Constitution (Fasces and torch only ) 
3 Cents (799) Alaska Terr itorial 
3 Cents (80 1) Virgin Islands (Including frame) 
3 Cents ( 807) Pres idential issue, Jefferson 

l 0 Cents ( 815) Presidential issue, Tyler 
16 Cents ( 82 l ) Presidential issue, Lincoln 

3 Cents ( 836) Swedish-Finnish issue, Delaware 
3 Cents (837) Northwest Territory 
3 Cents (838) Iowa Territory 
3 Cents ( 857) Printing Tercentenary 

( 859 - 863) Master die for Authors frames 
( 869 - 87 3) Master die for Educators frames 
( 879 - 883) Master die for Composers frames 
( 884 - 888) Master die for Artists frame s 

l Cent (864) Longfellow portrait 
10 Cents (878) Jane Addams portrait 

3 Cents ( 88 l ) Victor Herbert portrait 
3 Cents ( 895) Pan-American Union 
l Cent ( 899) National Defense issue 
3 Cents (902) Thirteenth Amendment 
3 Cents (903) Vermont Statehood 
5 Cents (906) China-U. S. Friendship . (Sun Yat Sen portrait ) 
1 Cent (908) Four Freedoms 
3 Cents (922) Railroad issue 
3 Cents (924) Telegraph issue 
3 Cents (926) Motion Picture issue 
3 Cents (937) Alfred E. Smith 
3 Cents (94 l) Tennessee (All but Jackson portrait ) 
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UN I TED STA T ES B U R EAU ENG RA VE R 
3 Cents (944) New Mexico issue 194 6 
1947 
1947 
1948 
19 48 
1948 
1948 
1948 

3 Cents ( 945) Thomas A. Edison portra it 
10 Cents (948) Souven ir sheet (Wash ington portra it ) 

5 Cents ( 958) Swedi sh Pioneers issue 
3 Cents ( 9 59) 1 00 Years Progress of W omen 
3 Cents (964) Oregon Terr itory issue 
3 Cents ( 965) Ha rl an Fiske Stone port ra it 
3 Cents (973) Rough Ride rs issue 

PHILIPPINE STAMPS 
1935 16 
1935 20 
1935 1 
1935 
1936 

Centavos ( 389) Landing of Magellan 
Centavos (390) Portra it of Phil ippine Boy 
Peso ( 393) Barosoa in Church (Vignette only ) 
(397 - 40 1 ) Phi lippina Be ing Presen ted to the W orld. (Master Die) 
( 408 - 41 0) Commonweal th Anni versa ry (Everyth ing but Quezon portra it . 

Master Die) 
1937 
1940 
1946 

(425 - 430) Eucha ri stic Congress (Mas ter Die) 
(458 - 460 ) Quezon Tak in g Oa th of Office (Master Die) 
(500 - 502) Independence of the Ph ilippi nes (Master Die. Last of 

Ph ilippine issues prin ted at the Bureau ) 

CANAL ZONE STAMPS 
1939 11 Cents ( 128) Cana l Channel. 25th An n iv. Issue 
1939 5 Cents (C 13 ) Airmail. Pl ane over Sosa Hill 
1949 2 Cents ( 146 ) Theodore Roosevelt portrait . 

COMMENTS OF CARL T . ARLT, AS THE STAMPS WERE PROJECTED 

By GEORGE B. SLOANE* 
Mr. Arlt told us that it g r eatly aids an 
engraver in hi s interpretation of the subject 
if he knows in advance the color in which th e 
stamp will subsequently be printed. As an 
example, he cited the six-cent stamp of the 
National P a rk se ri es, of 1934. This die was 
engraved \\·ith th e understanding th a t th e 
stamp was to be iss ued in orange, and th ere­
fc re it w as cut in greater depth. Instead 
the stamp was iss ued in blue and l\!Ir. Arlt 
felt that much of its merit as an eng raving 
was lost in consequence . This engraving h ad 
been executed by th e la te L. S. Schofi eld , w ho 
alw ays took a special pride in hi s work and 
th e final dec ision to print th e stamp in blue 
was a severe disappointment to him. 

In response to a qu es tion as to whether he 
coll ected sta mps himself, Mr. Arlt sa id he 
was a collector "of sor ts," he collec ted the 
work of other engrave rs including stamps, 
banknotes, etc., for study as to style and 
technique. 

llf/isconsin, 3c st amp, I93+· This was one 
of th e first st amps Mr. Arlt engraved a t the 
Bureau . H e fo un d the subject fascinating 
because of th e picture, N icolet, landing a t 
Green Bay, dressed as a Mandarin in th e 
beli ef he was to mee t an Oriental people, 
who in stead turned out to be Indi ans star ing 
at him in equ al amazement. 
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Na tional Parks , 4c. H e was in t rigued with 
the he avy sh adows on th e cliffs, wh ich were 
accomplished on the die with etching. 

National Parks, SC · When his wo rk on 
this die was about finished, he felt that he 
had too much shading on the upsweep of the 
geyse r. H e went out to lu nch and mulled 
over the m atter, ultimately deciding to go 
back and r educe it , wh ich he did , but only 
after much patient work. This excess shad­
ing, he indica ted , was princip ally along the 
righ t sid e of th e geyser. After lines a re cut 
into a die. it is quite a difficult matter to 
eradicate them. 

National P arks, Sc. When he had com­
pleted this die and t aken proofs, he thought 
he de tected a number of phantom "faces," 
and oth e r imaginary figures lurking in the 
des ign , obj ects th at so many people believe 
ar e introduced deliberately, that engravers 
slip th em into st amps just for amu se ment and 
deviltry, " hav ing nothing much else to do." 
H e ca ref ull y went over th e die again erasing 
so me of th ese forms so th a t he would not be 
hearing from the phil atelic public later. 

* \Vit h the assistance of H enry l\1. Goodkind and 
I ra Seebachcr. 
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National Parks, 9c. Glacier Lake. This 
was a difficult subject to get the best con­
trasts and background. Accordingly the 
whole design was first etched quite delicately 
because of the uncertainties of the problem, 
re-biting and bringing up the color after­
wards. But it was interesting, and as a re­
sult of his work on the stamps, he and Mrs. 
Arlt took a tour West to visit these National 
Parks. 

San Diego , Jc. Stamp for the California­
Pacific Exposition . He worked from a pen 
and ink drawing, as well as several pictures, 
none of which showed the full length of the 
bridge in the background , thus he w as un­
sure of the number of spans to the bridge, 
and quite concerned that an incorrect num­
ber would certainly be noticed by the eagle­
eyed stamp collectors. At first he believed 
there were eleven a rches, but eventually 
learned it was nine. Seven were finally 
shown on the stamp, and the bridge enveloped 
in scenery at each end. 

Boulder Dam, Jc . The st amp w as exe­
cuted r a ther hurriedly, and it brought a 
number of "discoveries," of the phantom 
" hidd en" fe a tures. W alter Winchell stated 
on a radio broadcast th at the Liberty Bell 
w as th e re, right in the center, and upside 
down . He also found likenesses of Abraham 
Lincoln , F ranklin D. Roosevelt and others. 
This w as all nonsense . Edward M. H all , the 
Burea u's oldest engraver, h ad done th e let­
tering, Arlt the picture, and th ey had all th ey 
could do to execute the w ork as ord ered, 
without pl aying around w ith "faces." 

T exas, 3c. Three men w orked on thi s die. 
The Houston portrait w as Arlt 's, L. C. 
K auffm ann did th e Austin picture, and the 
Al amo w as the work of Frederick Pawling. 
All three worked individually, th e job l ater 
t ransferred to one mas ter die. P awling, in­
cid entally, w as a neph ew of Ch arl es Skinner , 
famous old-time en gr aver a t th e turn of th e 
century. When a boy, P awling had been the 
mod el for the running messenge r pictured on 
th e fi rst Special Delivery stamps, issued in 
1885. 

Rh ode Island, Jc . R eferred to as th e 
"Quaker O ats" stamp. There was a mixup 
here and an error avoid ed. Mr. Arlt noticed 
th a t on the model from which he was to 
work, th e lettering on the book re ad, "1634," 
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while the stamp was dated, " 1636." Upon 
checking with the designer , the late Alvin R. 
Meissner, the drawing was ch anged accord­
ingly. 

Arkansas, J c. Mr. Arlt sa id he found this 
a pleasant job. He enjoyed getting th e depth 
of shadows behind the columns of the build ­
ing without losing the transparent effect. 

Oregon T erritory, Jc . either interesting, 
nor difficult. The m ap was traced with a 
pantogr aph. 

Susan Anth ony, Jc. A very inte res ting 
subject , a fine face, lighted from the left. 
From a bust in th e C apitol, sculpto red by 
Adel a ide Johnson . In his engraving he 
managed to get the effect of a three-ton e col ­
or, accomplished by etching, and light and 
heavy cutting of lines by hand . N ote how th e 
design lights up as it moves tow ard th e top. 

Nav y, rc, 2c, Jc . Ships. The Bureau as­
signed this work to him , he sa id , seemingly 
und er th e impression th a t he kn ew something 
about sa iling ships. In th ese, the port ra its 
w ere all don e by other engravers and , in hi s 
opinion, in a very skilled manner. Only th e 
ships w ere hi s and he found a great pl easure 
in doing them. 

Arm y, 5c. W est Point. This he found a 
stimul ating subj ect and chiefl y because of the 
fin e draw ing by C aptai n L. E. Schick, of 
W est P oint, which was turn ed ove r to him 
for the wo rk. 

Virginia D are, 5c. This w as a beauti fu l 
picture but he felt th at its full effect was 
somewhat dimm ed by th e un fo rtun a te colo r 
se lected fo r th e stamp, a pale, baby blue. 
The colo r had been ordered by Presid ent 
Franklin D . R oosevelt , and he was th e he ad 
man. Th ere w as some di scussion a t th e 
Bu re au over its insc ription s. The st amp is 
lette red, " In Memory of Virgini a D are, 
Born Roanoke, 1587." There w as no Roa­
noke a t th at tim e, w hich was not es t abl ished 
i.: ntil nea rly three centuries la te r. It had 
been call ed Big Lick, or perh aps was kn own 
be for e by oth er names. H owever , th e die 
was engr aved acco rding to in structions. 

Co nstitution S esqui-C en tennial, Jc. Very 
beautifully engraved by Eissler. Arlt did the 
fasces and torch at th e sides. An interes tin g 
picture with so m any fi gures presented in 
th e scene. 
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Alaska, Jc. There was some criticism 
af ter th e issue of this stamp,-that the farm­
er was using a " left-handed" plow. Mr. 
Arlt said he could only plead th at he did 
the engraving as directed. 

Virgin Islands , Jc . H e liked thi s st amp, 
1\11 r. Arlt said, perhaps because it got away 
from the conventional rectangul ar frame. 

Presidential, Jc J efferso n. Mr. Arlt said 
he always looked fondly a t thi s engraving 
because he th ought it would have been so 
nice to receive a very slight royalty on its 
use, a st amp which the Bureau has printed in 
th e billions. H ad a royalty been tendered 
him , he ad mitted he would have accepted it . 

Presiden tial, IOc Tyle1·. Mr. Arlt found 
thi s an interesting subject and was much in­
trigued by Tyler's prominent nose. He 
th ought Tyler mu st have h ad some Indian 
blood. The design was made from a bust 
in the possess ion of th e Uni ted States. 

Presidential, 16c Lincoln . H e was very 
proud of having done thi s Lincoln profile 
and especially enjoyed th e work because of 
the problem of placing l ight in close relation 
to dark colo r, fo r th e engraver then gets hi s 
greatest chance to exercise his skill. When a 
model does not call for great grada ti on, the 
best of the engravi ng art is not being utilized. 
This was one of his pet subjects, an oppor­
tunity to light up a portrait, which can be 
done so well in steel engr aving. 

Delaware , Swedes and F inns Tercenlf'n­
ary, Jc. Mr. Arlt liked this because the 
printings were schedu led to be done on flat­
bed presses, a chance to show th e engrav ing 
to best advant age. An unusual mishap oc­
curred in the engrav ing of this d ie, one of 
those things all engrave rs dread and wh ich, 
fortu nately, happen so ve ry seldom. He was 
working overtime on this die at the Bureau, 
and about 9.30 at nigh t, with no one within a 
hundred feet of him, he suddenly heard a 
loud noise that sta rtled and upset him . His 
graver slipped , and as a r esult he cut a long 
scratch that extend ed from the hat of the 
fi gure in the foreground of the picture all the 
way to the branches of th e tree. I t was dis­
heartening and, as he commented , "There's no 
one to t alk to in a si tu ation like that." One 
could read ily und ers t and how he must have 
felt. It took exactly nine hours to repair the 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. xxrx, N
damage, to thoroughly eradicate all traces of 
the sc ra tch. He told us he never did learn 
what had caused th e mysterious noise. 

Northwest T erritory, Jc, of I938. He 
said he never did understand the necessity 
for this stamp. " It was just another job." 
( Perh aps I can inject a comment of my own. 
If collectors w ill study the statue they will 
note that one of the figures has a bag over 
his he ad . The stamp was wanted and the 
st atue wasn't ye t completed by the sculptor, 
so the stone head was covered up, the whole 
thing photographed and sent to the Bureau 
for execution. It will serve as one more 
example of a st amp to demonstrate the ex­
treme fidelity with which the Bureau artists 
and engravers follow out a subject. G.B.S.) 

Io wa Territory , JC. When he was h anded 
th e model for this design, Mr. Arlt thought 
the co rn did not look right. H e located one 
of the empl oyes at the Bureau who lived in 
th e sub urbs and grew some co rn in his back­
ya rd . This man brought in an eight-foot 
st alk of co rn , which Mr. Arlt kept around 
for seve ral days and studied. Then he pro­
ceeded with hi s eng raving. 

Prin tin g Tercentenary, Jc. This die h ad 
more e tched work th an th e conventional 
banknote die, but the model lent itself very 
we ll to the type of presentation it r eceived. 
H e termed the design, "ve ry free." 

Famous Am ericans Series, I940. Mr. Arlt 
told us that he did only th e frames, (the mas­
ter dies fo r the frames) , fo r th e Authors, 
Educators, Composers and Artists sets. They 
presented some problems which he enj oyed 
solvi ng. He did the Longfellow portrait for 
th e IC stamp in th e Poets series, and in his 
research came across a picture of_ Longfel­
low as a young man, w ithout a beard. It 
rather surprised him to see th e great poet 
w ithout the customary adornment. Mr. Arlt 
said that he fe lt quite sure th at such a por­
trait was genera lly unknown to most Ameri­
cans, adding that Longfellow had been a very 
handsome man. 

l ane A drlams , IOc, Engraving thi s portrait 
was a particular pleasure to him. The sub­
ject had such a lovely, sensitive face, and of 
course, it was a well-lighted profile, a favor­
ite work. 
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Victor H erbert, Jc . Another portrait that 
was a joy to him. Mr. Arlt told us th at he 
was a music-lover himself. Herbert had 
written such beautiful compositions, there­
fore, it w as another assignment th at he un­
dertook with speci al pleasure. 

Pan-Am erican Union , Jc. This work pre­
sented quite a problem. The background of 
the lettering was bitten out, and th e solid 
shades approach light as they extend upw ard. 
The difficulty here was to have this " sh ading­
off" develop without being noticeable, as one 
type of work w as blended into anoth er. 

Na tional D ef ens e, Jc . H e didn 't like this 
design, but it w as anoth er of Mr. Roosevelt 's . 
Mr. Arlt felt th at it would h ave had greater 
effect if only part of th e st atue been pre­
sented, r ather th an all of it. 

Thirteent h A mendment, Jc. This w as an­
oth er "dark to light" problem. T he und er­
t aking is like wo rking out a cross-w ord 
puzzle , th e solution to each problem is met 
after fini shing w ork on th e die, adding more 
work as each problem is r eached and solved. 
The dense a reas a re rul ed lines shading off 
into etching. 

Ve rmont Statehood, JC. Mr. Arlt said he 
fo und this pleasant work, and th ought of 
nothin g else th at might be add ed to th at st a te­
ment. 

C hinese Commemorative, 5c. H e engr aved 
th e Sun Y at-Sen port ra it, w hile Mr. K auff­
mann did th a t of Lincoln. M r. Arlt also 
did some of th e w ork upon th e center of th e 
subject . 

Four Freedoms, Jc . T hi s was a pleasura­
ble assignment and a ve ry interes ting design. 
Th e dr awing had been m ade by P aul Man­
shi p, th e treatm ent be ing somewhat di fferent. 

R ailr oad Comm emorative, JC. H e fo un d 
this one of th e nicest des igns he h ad h andled 
in a long t ime because of it s origin al form. 
It w as not easy to engr ave and he was quite 
pleased with th e r es ults. Mr. Arlt said he 
had a photo of th e locomotive pictured on 
th e st amp, w hich he had t aken at the New 
Y ork W orld's Fair , in 1939· 

T eleqraph Comm emorat ive, Jc . M r. Arlt 
said this was an "easy" job, th at did not 
r equire much wo rk nor origin ality on th e part 
of th e engrave r. H e fe lt it was th e leas t 
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involved of any work with which his name is 
connected. 

Motion Picture 1 ssu e, Jc. He found this 
design very interesting because so much of it 
w as "dark. " It had plenty of color w ith 
which to work. 

Al Smith C ommemorntive, JC. H e said he 
had taken much pride in this portr ait , and 
that he w ould like to do Smith again because 
he beli eved th at he could do it better. 

T enn essee Stat ehoo d, Jc. Ch a rles Brooks 
engr aved the J ackson portr ait , Arlt did all 
th e res t except th e lettering. This method 
of having two or more men wo rk upon a 
new eng raving is often used when tim e 1s 
pressing. Mr. Arlt sa id th at since two men 
cannot w ork on th e same piece of metal at 
one time, th ey wo rk in dependently on sepa­
r ate dies. L ate r th e wo rk is tr ansferred to 
one di e. 

K earny Exp edit ion ( N ew Mexico) , Jc. 
(The benefi ts of M r. Arlt 's comments we re 
los t here. Through an e rror we h ad selected 
th e Smithsonian st amp instead of the K ea rny 
and w hen it was pro jected M r. A rlt said it 
was not one of hi s st amps. U nfor tun a tely 
we had no slide fo r th e K earny issue. 
G. B. S.) 

T homas A . Ediso n, Jc. M r. A rlt said he 
co nsidered thi s one of th e bes t por tra its he 
had ever done. E diso n w as one of hi s fa­
vo ri tes. The model was excellent . H e was 
pleased w ith th e color cont ras ts he had been 
ab le to bring out. 

P os ta.qe Stamp C entenary, Souvenir· S heet, 
1947. Sever al had pa rticipated in th e pro­
duction of this die. C harles B rooks en­
graved th e po rt rai t on th e 5c blue, A rl t too k 
over th e 1oc or ange and did th e port ra it and 
frame , and A . W . C hrist ensen engr aved th e 
lettering. R . L. M iller was responsible for 
the des ign of the shee t. A ll were keenly in­
terested as to how well th eir r eprod uctions 
,~· oul<l compa re w ith th e Bureau's reproduc­
tio ns of 187 5. It was discussed and compari­
sons made. T hey concluded th at th ey had 
surpassed th e 1875 job, but conceded th at th e 
old t imers had not th e sa me fac ilities availa­
ble to th em. 

Sw edish Pion eers, 5c. M r. Arlt said th is 
was fro m C hicker ing's wash d raw ing, a very 
li ne a rti st , a ve ry beaut if ul des ign. 
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Pro.qress of lf/ omen, Jc. "The three 
ladies," Mr. Arlt remarked , " had their prob­
lems and I h ad mine." There were three 
portraits. H e es tim ated , without knowing 
exactly, th a t it took him about 185 hours for 
hi s part of th e wo rk. The lettering and th e 
finishing work required about anoth er 60 
hours by th e oth er engrave rs. 

Oregon T erritory, Jc. H e liked this one 
because of the chance, again , to bring up 
shading co ntrasts, light to dark, but fou nd 
the cente r medallion difficult subj ect to en­
grave. It was very interesting, nevertheless, 
because he had wanted to do an engrav ing 
of that kin d for quite some tim e. He told 
us he never knew who McLoughlin and Lee 
were, but McLoughlin impressed him as be­
ing "a mean man w ith a trigger. " 

H arlan Fiske Stone, Jc . In th e case of 
this stamp , Mr. Arlt made an enigmatic re­
mark, " I wish you could see the die proof of 
this stamp. That is all the comment I wi ll 
make." H e did not elaborate. 

Rouqh Riders, Jc. H e found thi s another 
interesting subject because of the contrasting 
shade work. !\II r. Arl t started this die, but 
became ill and had to stop. It was fi ni shed 
by C harl es Brooks. It was a good stamp 
c'es ign, in his opinion. 

PHILIPP I NE STAMPS 

Landing of Jl!I agellan, 16c. Mr. Arlt said 
this " ·as reminiscent of the U .S. I893 Colum­
bian stamps, in somewhat simi lar style. " It 
" ·as a difficu lt problem," he told us, "but I 
think 1 accomplished some nice thin gs con­
sidering it was sixteen years ago." E. M . 
Hall did the lettering. 

Filipino Boy, 2oc. It was a good model 
from a placque, or iginally by a Philippine 
artist. " I tried to put everything I had on 
the ba ll. " 

Barasoain Church, I peso. This was a 
stamp issued in t\\·o colors, an orange frame 
and a black vignette. H e did the vignette 
and \\·as particu larly interested upon learn­
ing th e historical story in connection with the 
church. This was one of Mr. Arlt's first 
jobs upon return ing to the Bureau, in 1934. 
H e had been there previously doing orna­
mental work, now returned as a picture 
engraver. 
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Inauguration of Philippin e Commonwealth. 
"Filippina Being Presented to the World," 
an allegorical picture is th e design. He en­
graved the master die for this set, additional 
dies for th e various values being transfers 
with substitution of numerals. 

First Anniversary of th e Commonwealth. 
Mr. Eissler did th e Quezon portrait, Mr. 
Arlt all the r es t. In his opinion the design 
was r ather elaborate, "pe rh aps too much so." 
Th is was a master die. 

E ucharistic Congress. Another mas ter die 
to se rve fo r all six denominations. Mr. Arlt 
was not cer t a in how much of the work he did. 
H e had fo rgotten exactly but he knew he 
had had a hand in it. 

Fourth Anniversa ry Commonwealth. Presi­
dent Quezon taking the oa th of office . H e 
told us this was from a plas ter model. James 
("Terry") Vai l did the lettering, Mr. Arlt 
the rest, and was "ve ry proud of this stamp." 

Philippin e Ind ependence . This was the 
las t of th e Philippine issues printed at the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. It was 
an issue of 19+6. Mr. Arlt d id th e master 
die. 

Mr. Arlt told us that th e Bureau had 
sta rted on some airmail stamps for the 
Ph ilippines picturing Presidents Quezon and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. He began work on 
the die but it was neve r completed. The 
American Bank Note Co., subsequently took 
the order, and furnished the stamps. 

CANAL ZONE STAMPS 

T wenty-fifth Anniversa1·y, IIc . This pic­
tures th e "Canal Channel-Before." The 
stamp presented qu ite a problem because 
there was so much deta il , w ith d ifficulty of 
gett ing it all properly related and distin­
gu ish able. 

Plane Over Sosa Hill, 5c Airmail. This 
\\·as one of the stamps in the a irmail set 
commemorating th e 25th Anniversary of the 
opening of th e Canal. Mr. Arlt said it was 
a fine mod el, and that he had gotten every­
thing out of it that he could. 

Th eodore Roosevelt , 2c. A I949 issue for 
use in the Canal Zone. It was a portrait, 
a spec ialty of Mr. Arlt wh ich he found 
pleasure in doing. 
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UNITED STAT E S BUREAU EN G RA V ER 
EDITORIAL 

(Continued from Page 335.) 

current Boyd City E xpress se ries now run­
ning in this magazine. This is wh at w e con­
sid er hum anizing philately. 

When studying the stamp , is it not also 
important to know something about those 
wh o produced it? A picture of an oldtime 
engraver might be most r evealing. If we 
w ere a homely man, it might expl ain w hy 
th e features of th e person depicted upon th e 
st amp w ere so beautified. If w e kn ow more 
of his manner of dress, his ed ucation , his 
marita l sta tus, his economic positi on, all thi s 
add s to our underst and ing of th e individu al 
engrave r 's a rt. And w hen a phil atelic author 
contributes to our knowledge of this, along 
with th e st amp' s printing meth ods, academic 
circl es begin to eye us w ith mo re respect . 
Our detr acto rs become few er and phil ately 
is championed w ithout prodd ing. If, how­
eve r, we confin e our studies solely to th e 
graphic a rts, we must be prepared to bea r 
th e title " fl y speck hunter s," w heth er we 
like it or not. 

W e h ave h ad some recent expe riences w ith 
th e Libra ri ans and C u rato rs of some of our 
U nive rsities and Historical Societies, which 
confirm thi s opinion. W e h ave shown th em 
some recent numbers of T HE C OLLECTORS 
CLUB P H ILATELIST. They a t once expressed 
th eir amaze ment as to th e scope of our 
studies on st amps. They h ad no idea we 
reco rd ed so much histo ry along with the 
st amps. It was this r ath er th an a br illi ant 
un ravelling of a printing problem w hich 
gain ed th eir respect. It r es ulted in r equests 
of thi s magazine fo r th eir librar ies. So much 
fo r th e vi ews of some outside phil ately. 

As for th ose w ithin our ranks, if we con­
fi ne or press to limit ph ila telic study to th e 
printin g processes, w e continu e to offer the 
same dull far e. Stamp collecting is a di-
With this, Mr. Arlt concluded his dis­
course and was he artily applauded. He was 
then presented with a Certificate of Apprecia­
tion by the Collectors Club. His t alk, with 
such an entertaining displ ay, was an attrac­
tion quite unlike anything we had ever had 
THE COLL
at the Club in the past. 
The th anks of the Collectors Club were 

al so extended to Mr. Alvin W . H all, Di­
rector of the Bureau of Engraving and Print­
ing, for his courtesy and friendly cooperation 
in m aking such a program available to us. 
version, no matter how se riously w e t ake it. 
By broadening philately's studies, we hold 
th e inte rest of many. Phil ately becomes a 
hobby with which to live. By humaniz ing it, 
we make it more r eal and attrac tive. 

Consequently, old pictures of postmas ters, 
engravers or othe rs connected w ith st amps 
add to our knowledge. How the postm an 
dressed in th is country in I 860 or wh ere th e 
lette rs were mailed is a vital part of phi­
la tely. It embellishes and brightens our 
study of th e st amp . W e wo uld comp are th e 
study of th e st amp to th e gem stone and 
postal histo ry to th e mounting. The gem 
stone outsid e of th e mounting lacks much 
lu stre. Within its se ttin g, it not only be­
comes a usable ado rnment but spa rkl es far 
more brilli antly. Phil ately to us is the study 
of st amps in its broadest poss ible sense. 
" Prope r" o r " tru e" phil ately a re misnomers .. 
Fund amentally, on e is or is n ot a philat elist . 

W e do not h ave to broaden our horizons. 
This is broad. The t ro uble has been th at 
many have neglected to look as fa r as th ey 
can see. U nde r our edi to ri al policies and 
w ith th e help of our cont r ibutors, THE 
COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATELIST wi ll en­
deavo r to prese nt philately in its broad ­
es t sense. These ideas might clash w ith th ose· 
of ce rta in t raditionali sts. W e cann ot avoicf 
a controversy, should some choose to cham-­
pion th eir id eas of " real" phil ately. W e 
sh all stand our ground in th e bel ief th at 
phila tely is not only th e printing of th e st amp 
but goes fa r beyond th at . T he t ro uble in 
th e pas t has been th a t a proper blending or 
balance has been omitted. E ither one 
studied th e st amp or th e post al history. T his 
latter at t imes excluded th e st amp entirely, 
w hich is equ ally wrong. When we st ate th at 
phil a telic st udy h as a broad base , we mean 
just th a t and we shall strive to present it in 
th at m ann er. 

H .M.G. 
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TRA NSLA TIONS FROM 

KOHL'S HANDBOOK 
By the late MAJOR PAUL OHRT and DR. HERBERT MUNK 

BREMEN 
(Continued from Vol. X, No. 4, Oct., 1931.) 

TRANSLATED BY STEPHEN G. RICH, PH.D. 
(The first portion of Bremen in th e Kohl 
H andbook was rev ised in 1930 by Dr. Munk 
and t ransla ted in rev ision by Dr. F. K alck­
hoff. It was published in th e COLLECTORS 
CLU B PHILATELIST of October 1931. Fur­
th er copy, to fulfil the st atement, "To be 
continued ," a t th e end of th at lon e in st al­
ment, was never received by any of th e 
successive editors of this magazin e. W e now 
co mplete this long unfinished unit of the 
K oh! H anrlbook translations. The original 
text of the H andbook has been fo llowed, 
w ith th e material added in 1926 in the N ach­
trag of Koh! H anrlbook Vol . I , incorporated 
at the proper poini:s to make a single co­
herent treatment. Dr. Munk's a rticles in 
Die Postmark e, 1929, were incorpor ated as 
th e proper points to m ake a single coherent 
tre atment. Dr. Munk's ar ticles in Die Pos t­
mark e, 1929, were incorporated as far as th ey 
applied, in th e rev ision of P a rt I. The parts 
applyin g in thi s section a re brought in as 
foo tn otes. 

Dr. K alckhoff, translator of th e fi r st sec­
tion , has lately been m ade an H onorary Life 
Fe ll ow of the R oyal Phil a telic Society, Lon­
don, a t the age of eighty-e ight.) 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XX IX, N
Sheets of 35 st amps, in 7 horizontal rows 
of 5. Distance between stamps, vertically 
and horizontally, approx imately 3 mm. All 
the st amps a re surround ed by continuous 
single lines, cross ing and running entire length 
and w idth of shee t. In some cases, tr aces of 
a second line show close to the usual line 
for short dist ances . Quantity made, proba­
bly only 20,000 copies in one printing. The 
supply las ted ti ll the summer of 1867 . Illus­
tration of a block of 3 x 5 st amps, upper part 
of sheet , is in M. & G.'s 12th auction cata­
log. As shown on unu sed copies, th e pape r 
appea rs to come in two tints: a bright yel­
low and a dull light g reenish yellow . Frank­
ing by a pair of No . 3 is known up to now 
only once: a letter to Bergen, Norway, illu s­
tr ated in K oehl er 's 24th auction cat alog. 
1860 (Jul y 10) M3; like M2 , but different in details . 
Black on colored pa per. No subtypes. 

3 7 grote black on yellow 40.- 250.-* 

*These prices are in German marks, 19 34 catalog 
va lu es . Converted at 25c per mark , they are a use-
ful record of prices then.-S. G. R . 
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KOHL'S HANDBOOK-BREMEN 
1860 (A1>ril) * t. M4 In color on white paper . 
brownish gum (A); later thi ck chalky paper 

Thin s mooth paper at fir s t, with 
with lig ht tinted gum(B). 

Paper 
A. Ordinary B. Chalky 

4. 5 sgr. 
a. dark moss g reen 
b. slightly yellowish green (shades) 

60.-
40.-

90.-
80.-

c . light green, bluish green 18.- 275.-
Sheets of 36 stamps, in 4 horizontal rows 
of 9: total value 6 th ale rs gold per sheet. 
Distance between stamps vert icall y and 
horizo ntally, abou t 2 mm. Each stamp is 
surrounded by a closed rectangu la r lin e. 
Blocks and sheets thus sho w between each 
pair of stamps, when well printed, not one, 
but two fine lines, parallel with a narrow 
space between them , separating in opposi te 
directions at stamp corners.+ On sheet 
margins, these bounding lines (here single) 

*Date, given as "June at latest" in original, is 
chang-ed here to conform with the paragraph from the 
"N achtrag" in serted in text in this trans lation where 
it belongs .-S. G. R. 

·;·Dr. 1\1unk, in Die P os t maria, No. 187, .:\larch 
L~, 1929, presents evidence that this sta mp h as been 
seen on lette rs postmarked Nov. 24, 1859 and Oct. 

• 10 , 18 59. Thus Oct. 1 o, I 8 59 becomes earliest 
known <late, in place of April , 1860. Dr. Munk 
states that, on the ba sis of thi s new information , 
Nos. 4 and 3 \Votild be interchan ged in a revised 
accurate li st ing . He does not excl ud e the possibility 
that a sti ll ea rlier dnte of use may be di scovered. 
The stamp s on the covers of very ear ly date, h e 
says, are ve ry c lear in print and color, of va riety B , 
green with sli ghtly ye ll owish tinge. H ence this 
variety shou l<l be li sted as the fir st. The da te of 
issue of the imperf. 5 sg r. on cha lky paper st ill re­
mains to be determined, he says, mentioning that he 
h:is seen it on l y t\-vice on cove rs, both times with 
dates mu ch l<: ter, in 1866 .-S. G. R. 

t The bou ndi ng line is ju st under T mm. from 
outermost edge of sta mp de sign, says Earce in Album 
\Veeds.- S. G . R. 
THE CO
are not continuou s, but interrupted where the 
parallel lines between any vertical or hori­
zontal pair reaches th em. On the sheets on 
paper B, th e paths of the bounding lines a re 
quite different from those in the correspond­
ing positions on the sheets on paper A. This 
distance between the parallel lines is gener­
ally smaller in the sheets on paper B, and 
the lines are sometimes not parallel, but ap­
proach diago nally and merge into a sin gle 
line for short stretches. This fact, as well 
as others, ind icate th at the printing stone was 
ground clown before the printing on chalky 
p2pe r, and a new transfer laid down on it. 

Thus, we find in ce rtain subjects of the 
sheets on paper A particular transfer Raws, 
,,·hich a re not present in these same subjects 
on paper B. Vice versa, the only major 
Raw in the sheets on paper B, lower right 
corner of stamp No. 19 close to "V," is not 
present in the sheets on paper A. Likewise , 
the sheets on paper A differ from those in 
paper B in width of the printed portion by 
2)/, mm. over all , with height the same in 
both cases . In sheets on paper B, in some 
cases , ce rtain stamps lack the right-hand 
knob on the handle of the key, while the 
same stamps or groups of them on other 
sheets on thi s paper show this knob. For ex­
ample, th e upper left corner block is this 
way. The catalog of Stock's JOth auction, 
we note, illustrates blocks of this position: 
on plain paper, a ll + stamps with knob; on 
chalky pape r without knob ; on chalky paper 
with knob. Such stamps without the right 
hand knob of the key occur in all issues of 
the 5 Sgr. , even to the perforated stamps. 
They occur occasionally as early as the im­
perf. stamps on paper A. Their specially 
frequent and striking occurrence on the 
sheets on paper B seems to be due only to 
the thinner pigmented ink used for printing, 
ltl connection with the lesser absorptive 
power of the chalk-coated paper for the ink. 
We definitely can not say that it is caused by 
Raws in particular subjects on the stone. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxrx, NO. VI 
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Print, Paper and Gum: The impression 
on paper A is in general more distinct than 
that on paper B. But the print of the 
specially esteemed very deep shade of dark 
moss green on paper A , because of too much 
va rnish in the ink, is usu ally not sh arp on 
the outlines. Thus, fo r exampl e, th e letters 
of BREME N almost neve r h ave clea r con­
tours. No. 4b comes, specially among used 
copies, in a ve ry w id e r ange of shades. The 
ca use of thi s is partly slight discoloring of 
th e pigment used in th e ink, in conn ection 
\v ith th e hi gh lead content of th e pape r and 
th e brownish gum.* A r a re gr ay-g reen or 
milky-green tone, r ath er like that on th e 
st amps on chalky paper , ex ists both used and 
unu sed . It may be ascribed to th e thinner 
consistency of th e pigment in th e ink . (This 
va riety comm and s a premium ). U nused 
copies of N o. 4b with full gum, occasion ally 
show th e paper and print tinted by th e brow n 
translucent gum. A large porti on of th e un­
used st amps on paper B can be recognized 
with out furth er need fo r any criterion th an 
th at th e printed a reas of colo r show a strong 
metall ic gleam when viewed along th e 
surf ace. 

T he brown gum on st amps on paper A 
was occasionally r einforced in th e city post 
offi ce w ith da rk brow n additional gumming, 
brushed on. This expl a ins such items w ith 
ve ry dark gum , w hich have been wrongly 
mi st aken fo r spoil ed or damaged copies. 

The W ern er collection contained a letter 
f rom Bremen to London, fr anked with a 
S Sg r. green st amp, N o. 4b , on April 14, 
1860, and received in L ondon on April 16. 
Bremen cancell ation date 14.4 fits with th e 
L ondon a rri val ma rk of 16 AP 60; beside 
th at th e letter itself has th e date April 14 
1860 in manu script. The st amp is a strik­
ing yellow green and should thus be listed 
as No. 4a, w ith fi ne clea r print. Thus no 
doubt can ex ist th at th e imper fo ra te S sgr . 
st amp, whose date of iss ue Kroetzch set as 
Dec. 13, 1861 and Ohrt set as "about June 
1861" on th e ground of st ati stical computa­
ti ons of va ri ous so rts, actu ally was iss ued 
not later th an April 1860. The recorded 
sales fo r th e yea r 186 1 of 9023 copies, in our 
t able below, th erefo re r epresent sales during 
th e entire yea r 1861 plus a much sm aller 
amount fo r th e year 1860.* 

* Pre sum abl y by chemica l interact ion of these sub­
stances.-S. G . R. 
TH E COLL ECTORS C L U B P HILATE LI ST, VOL . XXIX , N
II. THE ROULETTED ISSUES 

The rouletting device was assembled by 
H unkel out of hard rolled brass rules, set 
in a roul etting form of w avy lines, such that 
an entire sheet w as rouletted at one opera­
tion. Only one sheet w as put onto the 
rouletting form at a time, always. A simple 
hand press w as utilized. I 

Bremen's st amps show two fund amentally 
diffe rent sorts of rouletting. These are dis­
tingui shed, not so much by th e sh ape of th e 
indi vid ual roul etted slits as by th e way in 
which th e w aves of th e brass rules a re di­
rected and separated by gaps. 

In th e fi rs t and ea rlies t-used kind of rou­
letting, th e spaces between st amps alw ays 
show only a few, longish stretches of w avy 
o r se rr ate slitting, each continuous. (Style 
DI ) . Pierced and unpie rced stretches­
curved slits and bridges of paper- do not 
altern a te a t short and regul a r interv als. The 
st amps a re separ ated f rom each other by slit 
stretches of va rying length , each either 
wavy o r sawtooth in fo rm , each continuous. 
Between th ese, relatively few, narrower and 
w id ely separated bridges of paper prevent the 
stamps in th eir rows or th e sheets from fall ­
in g apart. (The illu str ation shows some 
bridges r a ther too w id e ). A s pictured, it is 
found on th e S gr and IO gr st amp.+ This 
continuous rouletting, consi sting of few long­
ish and wavy slit stretches, h as been id enti­
fie d f ro m unseve red pairs of th ese values. 

On sin gle copies, thi s fir st style of rou­
letting, D1 , is much less easy to differenti­
~ te from th e later style. However, w e st ate 
th at it can be recognized on all such st amps 
as show th e roul etted edge equ ally sh arp or 
smoo th all along-th at is, in which th e sh arp 
( pi erced ) and rough ( unpierced) pl aces do 
not altern ate constantly and regula rly. T his 
smooth-edged bo rd er o r slitting is inter­
rupted by la rge bulges and other irregul a ri­
ti es . These fo rm notches or inte rruption s of 

:j: Apparcnt lv Dr. :\lunk cons ide rs that th e 1860 
sales of the 5 sgr. sta mp were included in the 1861 
tota l and not se paratel y or prev ious l y reported.­
S. G. R. 

t W e gathered t hese f acts fr om a letter of Hunke! 
of Oct. 3, 1863, to D r. Meye r at Brunswick , for 
which we are indebted to the fri endl y aid of Mr. 
J. W. von Arkel of Bremen. Our observations of 
the use of two diffe rent styles of roul ett ing were not 
mere ly confi rmed, but ex pl ained by t hi s lette r, as the 
text fro ~11 here 0:1 \Yi l l sl:ow .- Dr . 1\lunk . 
O. VI 
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the wavy pierced line. We found the expla­
nation for this peculi a r form of rouletting, 
reminiscent of the se rpentine rouletting of 
Finland, in some sentences of Mr. Hunkel's 
letter, mentioned in the footnote. 

After H unkel st ates how he se t up the 
brass wavy rules for rouletting in October 
1863, for th e later, second style , separate 
individual a rcs, styl e D2, which will be dis­
cussed below, he says : " In my first a ttempt, 
I cut these wavy rules into short sections 
with a knife; this met th e purpose complete­
ly." Our illustration shows that these gaps 
were cut with the knife quite at r andom and 
spaced by whim, sometimes on a cres t and 
sometimes on a hollow of th e waves, not al­
ways vertically on th e rule but sometimes 
diagonally to it. 

The second style of rouletting, used from 
1863 onward , is found, in contr as t, on these 
st amps: 2 g r, 3 g r , and all 5 gr. st amps on 
chalky paper in both blue green and yellow 
green. (W e h ave mentioned th at the 5 Sgr. 
yellow green received th e first style roulet­
ting, Dr.) 

Style D2 rouletting, as per the right h and 
p1ctu re, was alw ays struck on th e front of 
th e sheet and consists of separate small short 
a rcs, often only fragments of arcs, sepa­
rated from each other by relatively broad 
bridges of paper. Thus a carefu l examina­
tion always shows alternating smooth (i n­
cised) and rough ( torn ) places along the 
edges of a st amp. The illustr ation of style 
D2 is taken from a strip of 3 of the 3 gr., 
from th e cat alog of th e 6th Ferrari sale. The 
THE COL
arcs which are the incisions, and which are 
systematically separated by the intact crest 
of each wave of the rouletting rule, are often 
very small, so that the rouletting quite regu­
larly appea rs, especially on single stamps, to 
be one of points-occasion ally it looks exactly 
like pin-perforation. The summits of the 
small arcs are sometimes not a lways aligned 
perfectly, but point di agonally to the right or 
lef t , so th at the incision cuts deeper into the 
edge of th e stamp on one side. Thus th e 
nex t bridge of paper has to be ac tually torn 
in se pa rating the stamps. Sometimes style 
D2 rouletting appea rs almost triangular; the 
stamp s appea r as if cut apart in a z igzag 
lin e. 

As a result of th ese many va riation s and 
irregu larities, the caution must given th a t the 
Bremen roulettings cannot be differentiated 
on th e basis of th e shape of the rouletted 
slits, since th ese shapes vary in both styles, 
D 1 and D2. The di stinction is made accord­
ing to th e way th e slits are set , in th e two 
periods of rouletting. Style D2 rouletting of 
Bremen differs from th e arc rouletting of 
Brunswick in h av ing its arcs smalle r and 
mo re widely sepa rated from one another. 
Undoubtedly the Brunswick rouletting de­
rives from Hunkel's procedure, even th ough 
it came into use later. t 

The two ro ulettings of Bremen undoubted­
ly deserve separa te li stings in th e catalogs, 
just as do th e two rouletting styles of Bruns­
" ·ick. This is th e more true because th e 
rouletted st amps of Bremen fa ll into two 
gro ups, separated in time , when so divid ed . 
Since Dr rouletting w as replaced by D2 per­
haps as ea rly as th e end of 1862, and cer­
t ai nly in 1863 , all work in style D1 was done 
befo re thi s date. If, for example, we con­
sider th at th e 5 Sgr. st amps in yellow green 
rece ived the D1 sawtooth rouletting, a new 
light is shed on th e date of production of this 
variety. 

We proceed to th e listings: 
Dl (1 86 1-62): "Continuous" long s lit wavy or sawtooth rouletting . 
D 2 ((1863 and on). Rouletting of small separat ed arcs . 

* Al so on the S~r stnmp.--E<lwi :1 lVlu ell e r. I B re men style 2 in Apri l 1863; Brunsw ick arcs 
in 186 -t- . Scott 's li st ings are mi slea ding on B runs· 
wick, putting the arc roulette earl iest and as if an 
1863 job.-S. G. R. 
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1861 (Middle of Nov.) Black print on white paper, Dl rouletting. 

5 10 grate black on white 

The IO gr value was not issued at all im­
perforate, but as the first Bremen stamp 
which was rouletted from the st art. Sheets 
of 36 stamps, presumably in 4 horizontal 
rows of 9 * total value of sheet 5 thalers 
gold. Distance between stamps, horizontally 
and vertically, approx imately 2 mm. The 
stamps are separated by thin continuous ruled 
lines for cu tting apart. These lines coincide 
with the rouletting for the most part. Poorly 
centered rouletting occurs on No. 5 in sp ite 
of this , though less common than poorly cen­
tered perforations on No. q , the perf. 10 gr, 
which see below. 

140.- 180.-

1862 (allegedly November). M 2. Stamp No. 2 with Dl rou letting. 

6 5 grote black on rose 

Sheet arr angement, size and types as for 
No. 2. The rose paper tends far more 
towards bleaching out than that of No. 2 

(see note on fading of paper under No. 2). 
On copies with en tirely unaltered color of 
paper, it shows a somewh at lighter rose than 
No. 2, but like No. 2, with a tinge of lilac. 
Copies vvith w holly fresh color of paper de­
se rve and ge t a high premium. On forgeries 
of No. 2 made by trimming roulettes off No. 
6, see remarks afte r No. 2 (COLLECTORS 
CLUB PHILATELIST, Oct. 1931, p. 434). 

No. 6 is said to occur in pairs imperf. be­
tween. The ex istence of such a variety is 
hard to understand since Hunkel's letter of 
Oct. 1863, quoted earlier in this section, 
states that the entire shee t was rouletted at 
one operation. It might be confusion with 

70.- 65.-

the simil ar variety of the perforated 5 gr. 
stamp issued later. t 

1863 (Apr. 29). M6. In color on white paper, D2 rouletting. t 

7 2 grote. a. yellow orange on white 
b. red orange on white 

*Dr. ~lunk, in Die Postmarke, No. 187 , i'\1arch 
•.+ , 1929, states that this is not correct: in Koehler's 
59th auction a complete sheet of the ro grote was 
sold. This h ad 6 rows of 6 stamps each-still 36 
in al l. The horizontal margins are broad; the side 
margins are perforated through. (Evidently a sheet 
of the perforated IO grote of 1867, from the same 
stone . )-S. G . R. 

·j- Furthe r evidence that such a variety exists does 
not seem to have shown up since this was written. 
H o,vever, one short piece of rouletting ru le could 
drop out of the form during use, and not be missed 
ti ll several sheets had been run through.-S. G. R. 

110.- 130.-
120.- 140.-

i Dr. :\fu:1k, in Dit· Pf.ls/111arhe, No. 187, 1\1arch 

14 , 1929 1 mentions that though the stamp was put 
on sale April 29 1 the 2 grote rate between Bremen an d 
Vegesack, for which it was made, did not come into 

effect until 1\1 ay I. He cites numerous cases of 

sa le in adv ance of a rate taking effect, an d consid­

ers that the significant date is that of initiation of 
va lidi ty, rather than of first sale to the public, for 
use on letters to be mail ed when the rate took effect. 
R eference to a discussion of this point in Kohl 
H andbook , Vol. 1, page 779, under Denmark, is 
also g iven.-S. G. R. 
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KOHL ' S HA N DBOOK-BR EMEN 
(Addition by tr anslator ) . Dr. Munk. 
afte r publication of Kohl H andbook Vol. I , 
published a se ri es of a rticl es in Die P ost­
marke Vol. 9 , 1929, ::!dding considerable in­
fo rm ation on va rious matters. Such subjects 
as came w ithin th e first h alf of th e transla­
tion were embodied in th e revi sion w hich 
Dr. K alckhoff translated. 

In l o. 186, Feb. 28, 1929, Dr. F unk dis­
cusses at g reat length th e roul ettes, on th e 
basis of much newly-seen st amp materi a l and 
some newly-discovered co rrespond ence of Mr. 
H unkel, w ho made the st amps. With this 
evidence, he rlivid es th e D 1 roul etting into 
two g ro ups, th e DiI and Dill. DiI is th e 
D 1 rouletting as hith erto g iven in thi s H and ­
book. Di II , which much r esembl es D 2, es 
pec ially on th e edge of a single st amp, is D 1 
th e wavy per fo r atin g rule between each pair 
of successive waves. The long bridges be­
tween groups of th ese waves a re, howeve r , 
vresent as is o rigin al Dr , now call ed Drl. 
wi th furth er nar row slots cut in th e edge of 

The materi a l studied leads D r. Munk to 
th e fo llowing rea rr angement of th e rouletted 
issues, with new dates. It is clea r from Dr. 
M unk 's a rticle th a t th ere we re r ep rintings of 
only two valu es at leas t af te r rouletting D r I 
was d iscontinu ed, so th at we do not fi nd any 
st amp with more th an one form of roulet­
ting, save th e 2 grate and 5 sgr. In th ese 
cases, colo r va ri eties coincid e w ith ch anges 
of ro ul etting. 

R ou let ting D1 I ( 1ov. 1861 to st art of Ap ril 
1863 at lates t ) 

10 gra te 
5 g rote 
S sg r. ye llow gree n 

R ouletting D i ll (April r 863) 
2 gra te red o range (and o range ?) 

Rou letting D 2 (Second half of 1863 and 
la te r ) 

3 g rote 
S sg r g reen to blue g reen 
2 grate o range (and red o range? ) 

T he reader will note th at the 2 gra te w ith 
Dr II rouletting is a new item, hith erto un­
listed. 
THE CO
Dr. Mu nk, furth er on m this h andbook, 
sugges ts a r ea rrangement of the listings. 
The reade r , w hen he comes to th at , need 
consid e r that this r929 ad ditional informa­
tion might make still more relisting needed . 
As this is a transla tion , not a revision, we 
have lef t eve rything unch anged. Th e g reat 
det ail in which Dr. M unk gives th e stu dy of 
th e hi story of the roulettin gs fo res t all s ou r 
incl uding a complete translation, ra th e r th an 
this sum ma ry, which we believe includes 
everythin g essenti al. 

[n No. 187, Die P ostmar ke, M a rch !.J-, 
1929, Dr. l\11 unk , speaking of th e 2 g rate 
st amp, supplements wh at is in th e nex t pa ra­
g raph here, st at ing th at th e Bose pi ece is a 
roul etted 2 g rote; that a r ecent H ess auc tion 
cont ain ed a ver tical pa ir w ith gutter between 
st amps, of th e perfor a ted 2 grate (of 1867 -
as he rei n listed). H ence th e pe rfo rat ed 2 
grote was printed fro m a stone w ith t wo 
panes set ve rtically one above th e oth er and 
sepa ra ted by a gut te r. H e op in es th at prob­
ably th e ro uletted 2 grate st amps h ad th e 
same stone-layo ut, pointing ou t th at th e ve ry 
lim ited use of this valu e in 1863 as comp ared 
w ith th at in 1867 might make us doubt th e 
need fo r so la rge a stone. (E nd of ad dition 
by t ranslato r ) . 

On th e se rvice fo r which th e 2 g r. stamp 
w as made, see th e int rod ucto ry remarks 
(CO LL ECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, Oct., 1931 
pp. +2 5, 426.) Shee t a rr angement and size 
not kn own. The stamps cer t ainly w ere 
pr ;nted in two panes separated by a gutter, 
since th e Bose co llection co ntains a stamp 
w ith th is empty space a t tached to it. 
Bound ing o r sepa ra tion lines a re not present 
outside the des ign of each st amp. Y et stamps 
do ex ist, ve ry r are, wi th tr aces of oute r 
lines. In mos t cases, os tensibl e oute r lines 
a re actu ally th e outermost line of th e nex t 
stamp.* The st amp, in both colo rs, comes on 
very white, chalky pape r which probably has 
a la rge lead content. Bewa re of counterfe its 
on excessively white paper. 

* On co pies so bad I y cente red th at one side ha s 
rou letti ng cutting next stamp des ign .-S. G. R . 
1863. M. 1 ,4 . Sta mps Nos. 1 a nd 4 w ith D2 r o ulettin g (No. 9a p ossi bly wi th D l 
roule tting) . No. 8 on la id pa1; e r. N o. 9 on p la in or ch a lky paper . 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXi X, NO. VI 
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8 3 (Grote) black on blue g r a y (May 
possibly not until 1 8 6 4) 
A. P a pe r la id ver tically 

1 , 1863; 

Paper 
Ordina r y 

1 2 0.- 175 .--
22 5.- 3 50.-

Chalky 

B. Paper laid horizonta lly 
Fl. Fine black lin es under (S)TADT 

( P ) OST AMT as in No. 1 F l. about 5 0 % premium 

9 5 sgr. a. yellow green (apparently 
Sept. 1 1 8 63) * 

b. g reen 
e. b luis b g reen 
d . dark g reen 

125.- 1 8 0.-

1 7 5.- 18 0.-
1 75 .- 1 25.-

120·.- 110.-
No. 8: Sheet size and a rra ngement, and 
types, as on No. I. On No. SF I and th e laid 
paper , see rem arks unde r 1 o. I. The " la rge 
lil ies" waterm ark ( mo re correctly, Aeur de 
!is) is not known on No. 8. 

No. 9 : Sheet size and a rrangement as on 
No . +· The st amps differ from th e imper ­
fo ra te ones in th at the fl ag-like ribbon end 
in th e middle of th e right side panel h as , 
pa r allel to th e wavy bord ers, a thin line w ith­
in each side. This is not pr esent in eith er 
the pl ain or chalky pape r st amps of No. 4. 

If it seems most imp robable th at th e lith og­
raphe r m ade thi s retouch so exactly th e sam e 
on all 36 subj ects of th e stone, anoth er fea­
ture points towards ex pl ana tion. This is 
usually asc ribed to " wear of th e stone," but 
far mor e st rongly points towar ds th e stone 
having been clear ed o f th e old t ransfe rs and 
new transfer s laid down on it. In the rou­
letted 5 sgr. st amps, and even more so in the 
per fo r ated ones, th e su rround ing outer lines 
have almost vanished . W e migh t say th at 
th ey a re no longer present if w e didn ' t h ave 
a pa ir of the per fora ted S sg r a t ha nd, w hich 
shows unmist akable r emn ants of th e do uble 
su rro unding lines, both above and below each 
stamp. See und er No. 4 for discussion of 
th ese do uble outer lines. 

Appa rently w hat seems to be th e appea r­
ance of wear on th e stone, which is not seen 
at all on N o. 4 on chalky paper , is definitely 
impossible to have appear ed thus suddenly 
and thus completely, on th e ro ul etted st amps. 
M uch more probable is th e explana tion th at 
No. 9 w as printed from a newly transferred 

::: :\ <lctermination of the ear liest date of use of 
the 5 sgr stamp w ith roul ett in g D z is much needed , 
says Dr. 1"1unk in D ie P oslma r lu J 1\1arch 14, 1929. 
H e points out that the ev id ence for the dates now 
accepted for th is and other rou letted stamps is in­
suflicient .-S. G. R . 
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stone. O n this new s sg r. stone th ere w as 
one st amp, of w hich we have sever al copies 
befo re us, in which th e lowe r ba r o f E in 
( BR )E( MEN) is prolonged di agonally 
downwa rd to the bounding line of th e cen­
t r al shaded a rea; th e upper loop of th e " B" 
has an ad ditional thin line nea r th e curved 
ou te r 1 ine; and th e backg round lines in th e 
uppe r lef t corne r of th e central shaded a re a 
a r e almost ent irely miss ing. See illust ra tion. 

The color of th e st amps on ch alky pape r 
is usua lly named yellow g reen. But, as a 
res ult of the surface coating of th e paper , it 
is usua lly definitely darker th an th e bright 
ye ll ow green of No. ga and likew ise also d if­
fer s in tone in many cases. Sometim es it is 
difficu lt to dec ide wheth er th e shade is not 
really blue g reen. Used st amps on chalky 
pape r a re usually readi ly recognized because 
th e cancell ation is blurred. No . gd, which is 
sca rce, is not, like N o. ga, a va riety of the 
basal co lor , but r eally just a striking shade. 
Occasionally copies o r pa irs of No. 9 a re 
fo un d, in which th e st amp des ign is se t en­
t irely awry or croo ked within its boxing of 
ro ul etted lin es beca use th e sheet was pl aced 
inco rrectly on the rouletting fo rm. Such 
pieces wi th mor e o r less oblique edges are 
inco rrectly mi st aken for copies pa rtly rou­
letted and af terward s fa lsified wi th forged 
roulettings. The st amp is also r epo rted to 
ex ist w ith double rouletting. 

(The follo w in g rem a rks a re given as "An­
hang" or add enda in th e Ge rm an, but a re 
he re in ser ted w her e th ey apply). 
O. VI 
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The 5 sgr stamp with roulettings Dr and 
D2: In the general discussion of the two 
styles of rouletting, we have mentioned that 
the rouletted 5 sgr. stamp No. 9a alone still 
has the same style Dr rouletting as Nos. 5 
and 6 had; but that the later 5 sgr. stamps 

• in blue green or on chalky paper, on the 
contrary, always have the later rouletting, 
style D2 like Nos. 7 and 8. (Nos. 9b, 9c 
and 9d). We further state, supporting this 
opinion, th at the date of issue of the 5 sgr. 
is conspicuously earlier than that hitherto ac­
cepted. Since writing this, we have at last 
seen and examined an unsevered pair of the 
yellow-green 5 sgr. stamp, from one of 
Stock's auctions. We have also found a 
single copy with parts of an adjoining stamp 
still unsevered from it. Both pieces have 
fully verifie·d our observations on single 
copies to the fullest extent. Both the pair 
and the single show typical style Dr roulet­
ting. Hunke!, as previously quoted, says 
about this rouletting, that he "in his first 
attempt, cut these wavy rules into short 
sections with a knife." As the 2 gr. stamp, 
No. 7, issued in April 1863, unquestionably 
has style D2 rouletting, therefore our No. 
9a was surely made before that stamp, and 
accordingly at the start of 1863 at latest­
probably in 1862. Exactly as for the imperf. 
5 sgr. stamp (see preceding section), the 
date of issue must be set materially earlier 
than that hitherto accepted. 

From this it almost seems as if the issue 
of the 5 sgr. which Ohrt mentioned and 
which Hunke! delivered shortly after the 
rouletted 2 gr. stamps, was not the first ship­
ment of o. 9 but the second-perhaps a lot 
with style D2 rouletting. To be definite on 
this, certainly it is helpful to have, more than 
anything else, the earliest dates of use of the 
rouletted 5 sgr. stamp in color a on the one 
hand, and in colors b, c and 

1
(1 on tlr_ other. 

The previous determinations show how easily 
a mere computation of dates · of issue and 
quantities issued, on the basi; of statistical 
and other statements, can lead' to incorrect 
results. 

Considering the facts just mentioned, the 
cataloguing of the rouletted stamps of Brem­
en would appear to need essential changes.* 

In the absence of information to the con­
trary, the 5 sgr. stamp on chalky paper has 
to be considered as one (the last ? ) printing 
THE CO
or partial printing of No. 4. This item was 
hardly used at all. Apparently the first lot 
of the rouletted 5 sgr. stamps went into use 
very soon after the imperf chalky paper 
variety. That is, the yellow green stamp, No. 
9a was not only made but issued, prior to No. 
7. Accordingly, the yellow-green 5 sgr. with 
rouletting style Dr has to be brought before 
No. 7 in the catalog. We only have to dis­
cover whether the othe,r rouletted 5 sgr. 
stamps (b, c, d) with style D2 belong, to­
gether with the yellow green, before No. 7 or 
whether the rouletted 5 sgr's properly should! 
be separated into two catalog numbers with 
different dates. 

This plan is suggested : A No. 7 instead of 
the present 2 gr, for only the yellow green 
stamps with style Dr rouletting and a later 
new No. 10 comprising all green stamps 
with style D2 rouletting. Between these two 
will come the 2 gr and 3 gr stamps with style 
D2 rouletting, as Nos. 8 and 9. The fact 
that H unkel beyond all doubt purposely re­
placed style Dr by style D2, makes such a 
separation correct from the systematic point 
of view. Hunke! made the change because 
he wanted to improve the process of roulet­
ting, and from his point of view this was a 
known change for the better. 

In this arrangement the stamps formerly 
numbered 7 and 8 become respectively Nos. 
8 and 9. 

Ill. THE PERFORATED ISSUES 

The perforation, gauging 13, was a line 
perforation. This is known from the exist­
ence of pairs imperf. between, of Nos. IO and 
12. Two varieties of perforation may be 
differentiated: the clean or "tidy" form and 
an incomplete or "rough" form. In the lat­
ter the punches have not fully pierced the 
paper: in many cases not only have the discs 
of paper not been completely pushed out of 
the holes, but only the embossed circle of a 
" blind perf" is visible. 

We can hardly assume that these two va­
rieties of perforation originate from two 
separate machines after the manner of the 

* In translating this section , we have purposely 
not introduced these changes into the text, but leave 
them reported here. One cogent reason has been that 
addition of the proposed new No. Io would require 
renumbering of the perforated issues also. As trans­
lator, it seemed beyond our proper province to make 
such changes.-S. G. R. 
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fi rst iss ue of British Solomon I slands.* The 
two perf. styles a re not used at random. The 
rough perforation comes only on certain 
values or certain vanet1es of particula r 
values, but on others neve r or almost never 
occurs. Thus, for example, the 5 sgr. in 
blue g reen and the yellow green stamps on 
chalky paper, have not been found with the 
real rough perfora tion , even though the 
chalky paper is most unfavorable for clean 
punching through. In contrast, the yellow 
green s sg r. stamp on ordinary paper comes 
more frequentl y rough perfora ted than clean. 
Similarly, we found among many hundred 
copies of 1 o. I I , only one copy with incom­
plete perforation , quite obviously accidental. 
Yet the paper of this st amp is thicker and 
rougher in surface th an th at of several other 
values. This indicates that Hunkel's per­
forating machine was in varying mechanical 
condition at various times, giving us a condi­
tion found in several cases among British 
Coloni al stamps such as the Barbados 1861-
70 issue. t 

The difference between clean and rough 
perfo ra tion on Bremen stamps is therefore 
not something accidental, something of a 
phil a telic sid e issue. It is r ath er a cha racter­
istic, typ ical feature , and has th e same justi­
fication for catalog listing as the rough and 
clean perforations which a re diffe renti a ted on 
many British Colonies. 

This would be a valid division, even if we 
should expla in th e rough perforations on th e 
basis th at seve ral sheets were perfo ra ted at 
one tim e and th at th e punches we re not 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, N
forced through sufficiently far or forcibly to 
finish their work on the lower sheets. But, 
as just said , the poorly done perforating oc­
curs only on particular stamps or varieties. 
Such an explanation would not fit this situa­
tion , as it would require th at certain stamps 
always were perforated one sheet at a time, 
and ce rtain others in bunches of several 
sheets .+ From this point of view, we could 
even presume that the sheets of stamps on 
chalky paper, which a re always clean per­
forat ed, were fed through the machine one 
at a tim e precisely because the paper itself 
was not well adapted to perforating. 

In the rough perfora ting, quite often 
ha rdly one disc of paper is actually punched 
out of the holes, and the stamps accordingly 
appear torn apart, "bitten apart," r ather than 
actually perforated. Thus we occasionally 
find perforated items listed even in auction 
ca talogs as rouletted . The centering of the 
perforations is often very bad. For exam­
ple, fully centered copi es of Nos. 12 and 14, 
especially used copies, should bring higher 
prices. 

* Poole . has shown th at on that country's first 
sta mp s two machines, vary ing in s iz e of hole as well 
as characte r of work, were used. Dr. Munk discusses 
thi s in the H andbook under Brit ish Solomon I slands 
( not yet trans lated).-S. G. R. 

t See Barbados in the Handbook and int roduction 
page xv ii ( neither as yet trans lated )-Dr. Munk, 
S. G. R. 

i It is not clear whether D r. 1\·iunk does or does 
not support the "multiple sheet perforat ing" exp l an a~ 

tion , thoug h he see ms to arg ue aga in st that thcory­
which ob\"iously doe sn't fit here .-S. G. R . 
l 866-67. M.1 -6. Stamps of t he previous iss ues , but perforated 1 3 . * (footnotes next 
page) 

Perforation 
a. Clean b. Rough 

10 2 grote. a. yellow orange (186 7 ) 40.- 130.- 40.- 130.-
aa. Imperf. vertically 

b. red orange 100.- 260.- 100.- 260.-
11 3 (grote) black on blue gray (1866) 23 .- 110.-

(horizon ta lly laid pa per only ) 
FI. Fine black lines under 

(S)TADT (P)OST AMT 50.- 160.-
12 5 grote black on pale rose (1867) 40.- 140.- 40.- 130.-

aa. Imperf. ve rtically 
13 7 grote black on yellow (second half 1867) 35.- 750.- 28.- 700.-
14 10 grote black on white (second half 1867) 55.- 260.- 55.- 260.-
15 5 sgr. a. dull yellow green (1866) 

A. ordinary paper 150.- 130.- 150.- 115.-
B. ch a lky paper 17 5 .- 150.-

b. blue green 45 .- 500.-t 
O. VI 367 
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Sheet size, a rrangement and types of stamps 
a re as in previous issues. The outer bound­
ing lines a re lacking entirely on No. 13; but 
mere wear of the stone is excluded as cause, 
because of the suddenness of this ch ange and 
the fact th at the 7 gr. stone was used less 
th an that of any other value. Thus the lines 
were either removed by the lithographer after 
previous uses of the stone, or the stone had 
been discarded by him as need less and a new 
stone had to be la id down. On No. 14, in 
contrast , an occasional absence of the outer 
bounding lines originates only in stone wear 
o r poor presswork. On r o. 1 5 w ith con­
spicuous traces of double outer line, see the 
remarks about No. 9, which apply here. On 
No. 15 a the color is duller th an on No. 9a, 
and on chalky paper tends strongly towa rd s 
a n olive g reen. Many badly printed copies, 
a lmost like printe r 's waste, are found of No. 
] 5b. 

P ape r: No. 1 I comes genuine only on hori­
zontally la id paper, not on vertically laid. 
W e have not seen any copies of No. 12 on 
actual rose paper even among unused copies 
and blocks. The paper used fo r No. 12 thus 
appea rs to have had a pale shade origin ally, 
in contras t to th a t of No. 8 (see remarks 
o n th at stamp). 

P erfo ra tion e rrors: One used horizontal 
pair of r o. IO imperf. between stamps is 
known. Several similar unused pairs of No. 
12 a re known (price - -). Two of these 
we re in one lot of the 6th Ferrari sale and 
:a re illustrated in th at cat alog. Copies of 
No. 1 I ex ist w ith bottom edge imperforate. 

All th e stamps of Bremen lost their validity 
-o n Dec. 31, 1867 and we re replaced directly 
by those of the No rth Ge rm an Postal Dis­
trict. The remainders, estimated as about 
15,000 unused stamps, were sold a year later 
to a H oll and er, Mr. C. van Rinsum, for 
5 th alers. The six printing stones were 
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cleared of st amp designs on Feb. 26, 1873.:I: 
Of th e Bremen cancellations and those of 

the foreign offices in Bremen, some are found 
on th e stamps of th e North German P ostal 
District. The H anove ri an railway office 
cancell ations are even fou nd on th ose of the 
Ge rm an Empire. 

*Year dates in thi s list are "seit r867" and the 
like, in the original , but have been simplified here. 
Dr . Munk, in Die Postmarke1 No. 187 1 March 14 1 

1929, reports nu me rous earlier datings, as follows : 

2 g rote: Dec. 14, 1866, red-o range on cover; 
the yellow orange is contemporaneous and 
made in t he sa me prmtmg. 

grote: Several letters seen, first h alf of 1866. 
Th is stam p ceased to be valid because of 
lapse of the rate on J an. r , 1867, not 
earlier; seen on cover to Bremerhave n post­
marked Dec. 24 , 1866. 

grote: Al most surely used in l ast days of 
1866, on evidence of when Moen s reported it. 

7 grote: seen with cancell at ion March 8, 1867. 
10 grote: seen on letter to the U. S. June 15, 

1867 a nd earliest known cover, May 4, 
1867. 

sgr., probably very ea rly in r866, on evidence 
of when Moens reported it ( long di scus­
sion on this). 

The reader wi ll find the treatment in Dr. Munk's 
article adding little mo re serv ice beyond what we 
ha ve quoted.-S. G. R. 

t From the untrans1ated introduction to the Hand 8 

book we find that this price in italics means that no 
actual sa le is reported but such prices are r92...J. esti­
mate s. -S. G . R . 

~Berl i ner Briefmarkcn Zeitung, 1930, p. 48-Dr. 
i\ l u11k. 

QUANTITI ES PRINT ED AND ISSUED 

The only figu re for qu antities printed , 
hitherto known , is th at fo r th e first printing 
of the S gr. value: 26,400 st amps. But we 
have, from th e records of the State Archives 
of Bremen, the following figures fo r th e 
sales yea r by year of the separate val ues at 
post office counters. Exact figures a re in 
Roman; approxim ations o r estimates in bold: 
Year 

1855 
1856 
1857 
1 858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 

2 gr. 

10 ,546 

3 gr. 5 

ca. 2,479 
ca. 3,553 
ca. 3,710 
ca. 3,784 
ca. 4,046 

4,225 
5,5 65 

ca.10,552 
13 ,397 

gr. 7 gr. 10 gr V Sgr. 

1 ,60 7 
1,584 
1,324 
2,524 
3,460 
5,809 
9,037 

11 ,047 

2 79 
7 85 

1,325 
2,689 

148 
2,209 
4,059 

9,023 
ca.14,030 

16,106 
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1 864 
1865 
18 6 6 
1867 

ca .. 19,606 
ca.24,666 
ca.31,032 
ca.39,041 

ca.17,355 
ca.21,834 
ca..27,461 
ca.34,559 

ca .12,826 
ca.14,891 
ca..17,288 
ca.20,071 

ca.3,122 
ca.3,625 
ca.4,209 
ca.4,887 

ca.4,426 
ca .. 4,827 
ca.5,264 
ca.5,740 

ca.18,902 
21,699 

ca.22,163 
ca.22,637 
THE OLDENBURG STAMPS OF THE 
BREMEN POSTAL SERVICE 

Just as Bergedo rf in franking m ail to 
Schleswig-Holstein or Denmark did not use 
its own st amps but those of th e country of 
destination, Bremen, at the offices in Bremen 
proper and in Bremerhaven, used only the 
stamps of Oldenburg for mail to th at coun­
try. Those of 1/30 th aler at the start, and 
la ter those of r groschen were used, and sold 
at the counter like Bremen st amps.* The 
st amps of Oldenburg and likewise the 
st amped envelopes, 1 g r. blue and r g r. red , 
we re valid only on mai l sent to Oldenburg. 

1 1 / 30 thaler blue (3 types) 
2 1 groschen black on blue 
3 1 groschen blue on white 
4 1 groschen rose , rouletted 111h 
5 1 groschen rose, rouletted 10 

Besid es th e stamps li sted here and officially 
sold by th e Bremen post offices, we h ave, as 
with Bergedorf,t other values of Olden­
bu rg stamps also used in Bremen. These 
were th e first, third ( moss green ) and fourth 
issues of th e 1/ 3 g r. stamps, and l ater st amps 
of 2 and 3 g roschen. As th e use of th ese 
higher values was obviously permitted, it ap­
pears that no Oldenburg st amps save those 
listed we re sold at th e Bremen post office 
counte rs. 

( In conn ection wi th the fo llowing, see the 
section on "Obliterations," COLLECTORS 
CLUB PH ILATELIST, Oct. 1931 , pp. 426-428). 

Nos. 1 to + cancelled with the rectangular 
box of Bremen are hardly to be valued any 
higher th an the same Oldenburg st amps with 
ordina ry cancell at ions. Besides th e boxed 
postmark, No . I (Old enburg No. 2) comes 
with th e double circle postma rk ST.P.A. , 
co mmanding a small premium. Bremer­
haven usually cancelled w ith the F RA TCO 
hand stamp, struck twice, one above th e oth er, 
and less often crossed. ( lette rs 40 x 25 y,( 
mm.) Also, both the " K ey" type postmarks 
on cove r or fai rly large piece. Those wi th 
the "Key" cancell ation of Vegesack deserve 
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of B remerh aven are found, cancelling Olden­
burg st amps. Oldenburg stamps with the 
"Key" postmarks of Vegesack are known 
only in a few cases. According to Ohrt's 
compil at ion, of the Bremen cancellations on 
Oldenburg stamps, 99 % are boxed postmark, 
only 8/ IO of I % the Bremerhaven cancel­
lations, and only 2/ IO of I % those of V ege­
sack. 

Acco rdingly, we consider that of the four 
Oldenburg stamps the most plentiful, our 
Nos. 1 and 4, with th e FRANCO cancella­
tion or with the "Key" cancellation of Brem­
erh aven, can be valued at about So marks 

Year of Oldenburg no . 
issu e (Scott) 

1 852 1 
1858 6 
1 861 13 
1862 1 8 
1867 23 

on cove r or fairly la rge piece. Those with 
th e "Key" cancellation of V egesack deserve 
substanti ally higher prices. Similar premiums 
apply for th e other, scarce r st amps. 

SO-CALLED REPRINTS 

No rep rints of Bremen st amps were made 
- not even of No. I. 

The so-called " r ep rints" of Bredemeyer 
were made after February 1873, and there­
fore after th e stones had been destroyed. 
They were made without th e approval of th e 
city of Bremen. Therefore th ey are to be 
considered as just ordina ry cou nterfei ts.+ 

Th e End. 

*See Oh rt, Joe. cit and Germania Handbuch No. 
IV , " Die Poststem pel von Oldenburg," p. 346.­
Dr. Munk. 

i' See Kohl H andbook tran slat ion, Collectors Club 
P/1ila1 clis1, V I l , 4, O: t. 1939, pp. 208, 209.-Dr. 
:\l uuk, S. G. R. 

:f: l am info rmed by competent student s of sta mp 
forgeries that these Bredemeye r items are included, 
without name, amon g the forgeries li sted under 
Bremen in Earee's ''A lbum Weeds" and elsewhere.­
S. G. R . 
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SECRETARY'S P AGE 
(Continued from Page 336.) 

"Les Millesimes des Timbres-Post de 
France" by Baron deVinck de Winne­
zeele 

" Handbooks of National Federation of 
Stamp Clubs"-N. F. of S. C. 

"Les Timbres S. D. N . et B. I. T." by 
Charles Misteli 

" Postal History of Southwestern Indi ana" by 
Evansville Stamp Club 

" Better Impressions" ( Paper making) by 
The Mead Corporation 

" International Annu als of Phil ately 1945" 
by Jacques Lafitte 

" W ho's Who in Phil ately"-"Philatelic Mag­
azine" (2 issues 1925 & 1931) 

" IMABA" 1948 Basel - Schweizerischer 
Ph ila telistenverein 

"Catalogue !'Exposition Internationale de 
Timbres Paste" 

" 1 ation al Stamp Exhibition of 1934"-" ew 
York American" 
SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR DECEMBER 1950 

December 6 - Airmails of the World by members of the Aero Philatelists and American 

Airma il Society , conducted by Mr. Edwin E. Elkins 

20 - Tibet and Nepal by Messrs. Malcolm Joh nson and Harri son D. S. Haverbeck. 
Addendum on the Transvaal 
Five Pound Green 

Since writing th e article, published in this 
magazine of March 1950, on the £5 Trans­
vaal, I have acquired an item which ought to 
be recorded in conn ection therewith. 

This is a " Specimen" copy. It is an ordi­
nary mint copy, with gum, but has, printed 
on the front, in black, in IO point Scotch 
Roman upper and lower case, the word : 

Monster 

This word is co rrect Dutch for "Speci­
men" according to my informants who speak 
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"Exposica Phil atelica Intern acional Brazil" 
BRAPEX 

"London Stamp Exhibition 1928"-Souve­
nir Catalogue 

"Exposition Phi 1a t e 1 i q u e Internationale" 
PEXIP 1937 

"M inhelet H a'an Postage Stamps" by Shure, 
J acobson, Klerm an, et al 

"Scots Local Cancellations" by C. W. Mere­
dith 

"S tamp Exhibitions" by P. H. Thorpe, 
Editor, H . L. Lindquist, Assoc. Editor 
and 35 Contributing Editors 

" 1951 Catalogue Switzerland - Liechten­
stein " by Ernst Muller 

"Catalogue De Timbres-Paste 1951" by 
Yvert & Tellier-Ch amp ion 

"Annu al Report of th e Smithsonian Institu­
tion" 

" Souvenir Sheets of th e World" by Marian 
Carne Zinsmeister 

" Pre-S tamp P ostmarks of Austria" by Edwin 
Mueller 
Dutch. As that was the l anguage of the 
Transvaal, and th e st amp was made in the 
Nethe rl ands, th e use of th e Dutch term . by 
either the stamp maker or the Transvaal 
government is quite reasonable. There is 
nothing to indicate w hether this was done 
early in the li fe of the stamp. But, as this 
same surcharge is fou nd on the 1894 and 
1 895 issues, the first after the Transvaal 
jo ined the U. P. U., but not on any earlier 
stamps as fa r as I know, we may presuma­
bly att ribute it to this same period and to 
sets supp lied the var ious member governmen ts 
of the U. P. U. under that body's regulat ions. 

STEPHEN G. RICH. 
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BOYD'S CJ·TY EXPRESS POST 

Chapter VI 11 

After the Civil War 

1865-1869 

By HENRY E. ABT 

(Continued from Vol. XXIX, page 313.) 
To reconstruct th e history of Boyd's City 
Express Post and th e facts concerning its 
stamps and postal practices, up to the pres­
ent point of this na rra tive, h as been a chal­
lenging, but not too difficult project. 

The genero us ass istance given to the w riter 
by John Boyd's descendants ; the consid erable 
avai lability in contempora ry collections of 
da ted stamped and handstamped folded let­
ters, and envelopes contain ing dated letters ; 
and the fact th at the elder J ohn Boyd be­
lieved in adver ti sing and used th e press quite 
frequ ently to announce the extent and na ture 
of his se rvices , have made it possible to piece 
toge ther th e sa li ent fac ts in an accurate pro­
gress ive acco unt of th e growth of the en ter­
pri se and th e obstacles it overcame during 
the fi rst sixteen yea rs of its existence. 

H oweve r, from th e time Willi am and 
Mary Blackh am bought th e busi ness, in 1860, 
to the 188o's w hen, because it was engaged 
in almost constan t litigation, much was re­
corded abou t the Post, th e r econstruction of 
this history gives the stud ent greatly increased 
diffic ulti es. 

Our problems, in th e main, may be ascribed 
to these circu mstances: 

1) The Bl ackh ams were not g iven to ad­
ver tising and , therefore, we h ave few 
auth oritative statements by th e pro­
prietors th emselves on which to base 
ou r conclusions. 
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2) The period in question coincided with 
th e start and ea rly development of 
philately in this country and the early 
practices of stamp dealers and collectors 
tended to obscure, rather th an clarify, 
post al history. 

3) The character of th e Boyd business 
changed radically af ter the Civil War 
and , th e reaf ter, its r eflections on phi­
latel ic material were considerably less 
revela tory th an th ey previously h ad 
been. 

After th e initial adverti sement in 1860 an­
nouncing the reopening of th e P ost , ( 1 ) so 
fa r , sea rchers of newspaper columns have 
not come upon a single subsequent adve rtise­
ment placed by th e proprietors. By no me ans 
all New York Ci ty newspape rs of the post­
C ivil War period have, as ye t, been searched, 
th e dailies and weeklies having been numer­
ous and , as time went on, increasingly vol­
umi nous . It is possible, th erefore, th at help­
ful mater ial may be encountered in th e course 
of future studies. 

Howeve r, from th e checking th at has been 
done, the sole source of "official" da ta ap­
pears to be the firm 's own Shipping Gazette 
and Traveler' s Guide described in Chapter 
VII of this se ries of a rticl es( 2 ) and in which 
occasional announcements were made. Un­
fortu na tely, these r aise as many questions as 
they answe r. Our chief reliance, th erefore, 
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must be upon phil atel ic m ateri al and th e phil­
a telic r eco rd. 

On fi rst consideration it would seem likely 
th at th e emergence of philately would have 
lessened, r ath er th an enh anced, th e histo­
rian 's problems. This, however, was not th e 
case. W e must bear in mind the fac t th at 
the present science began as a child ren 's 
hobby and th at present valu es and modern 
ad ult meth ods of resea rch developed slowly 
dur ing a long period of time. 

In th e earl ies t days, to most dealers, st amp 
vending was a business of exploiting a juve­
nile fad. U nits of sale we re small. (*) Any­
thing th a t would please th e customer was 
conside red valid practice. If a genuine st amp 
was not avail able, an imitation of some kind 
woul d serve th e pu r pose-particul a rly if it 
was so designated, w hich it usually was. 

Counterfei ting govern ment st amps, of 
course, involved difficulties w ith th e Feder al 
authorities and reprinting U nit ed States is­
sues from origin al pl ates, except by gove rn­
ment authority, was impossible. The pr ivate 
iss ues, however , could be imita ted at w ill , 
and , after st amp vending fi rms h ad been es­
t ablished, th e proprietor s of existent private 
posts saw no objection to providing th ese 
dealer s, fo r th e production of phil atelic re­
prints, dies, transfer s, electrotypes or oth er 
printing devices used to produce obsolete is­
sues of st amps. The pre-Civi l W ar "Locals" 
we re imitated only by bad counterfei ts or re­
p rints, in accurate w ith r espect to pape r and 
color . The issues of th e priva te posts, af te r 
th e beginning of th e phil atelic er a were imi­
t ated by th e same kind of counterfeits, bu t 
also by truly dangerous r eprints made bv th e 
use of origin al printing equipment. -

Phil atelic publishing was, fi rst , a by-prod­
uc t of stamp selling. In th e 186o's, all th e 
pe riodicals on this sid e of th e A tl antic we re 
issued by dealers. T he w riters' sole aim was 
to make th e merch and ise interesting. T hese 
were not schola rs or his torians. Fact and 
fancy, th e refo re, were fr eely mixed and many 
of th e a rticl es give furth er confusion to th e 
stud ent. 

(*)A used 5-cen t Un ited States stam p of 18 47 
sold in the early 186o's for 6 cents, and the 10-cent 
stamp fo r 2 5 cents. A New York P ostmaster's P ro­
v isional comm and ed the large sum of 7 5 cents, and 
the U. S. 90-cent stamp of 1857 brought the same 
price . U nused stamps sold fo r slight ly more. 
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The usual ai m of th e ea rly collectors th em­
selves was to fi ll spaces in th e simple al­
bums th en ava il able. O ne of th e ea rli es t of 
th ese albums was a leath er-bound book, fi r st 
published in P a ri s in 1861 by one J us tin 
L alli e r, " membe r of th e F rench Society for 
the prese rvat ion of h is to rical monuments of 
th e A rcheological Societies of th e Orleanais 
and th e Town of Sens; of th e Pa ris Society 
of Sciences, Belles Lettres and Arts; and of 
th e P ar is Numismatic Society." A year 
late r , thi s publication was tr anslated into 
E nglish fo r sa le in th e U nited K ingdom and 
in A merica. It was revised and republ ished 
annu ally fo r at leas t five subsequent yea rs, 
pe rh aps longer.(3) 

T he ea rli est Lalli er albu m seen by th is 
w riter , the E ngli sh language ed ition of 1864, 
had 279 lithographed pages, each measuring 
2 70 x 1 71 mm. The lef t-h and pages con­
ta ined desc ri ptive da ta keyed to ruled r ec­
tangles on th e opposite ( right-h and) pages. 
T he pages were ar ranged in geog raphical 
sections. 

Th e rect angles in which th e st amps were to 
be mounted approximated th e ove r all dimen­
sions of th e adhesives fo r which th ey were 
intend ed and conta ined colo r designations, 
but no ill us t ra tions o r ind ications of denomi­
nation. Line d rawings of st amps did not 
appea r in album s until some time in the 
187o's. Lallie r's 1864 album h ad spaces fo r , 
and descr iptions of, 1,850 va rieties, a monu­
mental work conside ring th e limita tions of 
phil a telic kn owledge in th at er a. 

T he fir st A merican album is believed to 
have bee n the one published by D. Appleton 
& Co mpany in 1 863, a se r ies of pages ru led 
wi th pa ra llel horizonta l and ver tical lines to 
fo rm co nvenient rec tangles for th e moun ting 
of st amps. The re we re no descri ptive leg­
ends o r othe r gu ides to th e arrangement of 
collections . T h is book, be ing less expensive 
than the Lall ie r albu ms, soon superseded th e 
latter in pop ul a rity. W hen J. Walter Scot t 
fi rst came to this co unt ry he P\lrveyed the 
Lallie r albums, but af ter 1868, w hen he pub­
lished the firs t edi t ion of hi s own "Ameri­
can" album, th e latter became th e popular 
choice of American collectors. 

Th e prevailing method of collecting was to 
r emove used st amps from covers and to pas te 
them fl at on the pages of th e albums. Hinges, 
as ye t , h ad not been invented. In th e r e-
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Figure 1. " Morning Start of the New York City Mail-Carriers in Their New Uniform"­
sketched by Paul Frenze ny. A sketch in Harper 's Week ly, December 26, 18 68. ) 
moval, th e mounting, or m subsequent at­
tempted transfer s to oth er albums, many 
choice specimens of classic varieties we re 
mutilated beyond repa ir. U nd er any cir­
cumstances, countl ess in fo r mative covers 
we re los t to mode rn phil ately. 

The princi pal "victims" of th ese atroci­
t ies were, quite naturally, the th en contem­
porary issues. T he U nited States '4]'s, 
'51's, and '57 's, P ostmas ters, Ca rrier s and 
the pre-C ivil W ar issues of th e private post s 
were affec ted when fo und , but enough com­
plete cove rs bearing th em we re cached safely 
away in family archives and business letter 
fil es to preserve a r elatively high proportion 
fo r subsequ ent study. 

T he '6r's and '69's-and th e Boyd and 
Hussey issues of 1860 to 1875-howeve r, 
were common prey and the depredations ap­
pl ied to th ese issues we re rel atively much 
more extensive. F rom th e histori an 's view­
point, th e consequent problems in the study of 
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G overnment iss ues have not been as g reat as 
the resultant hindr ances to the study of the 
private posts. The U nited States Post Office 
D epartment kept record s, which remam 
ava il able to us today, and it published r egul a­
tions and proced ures. T he Nat ional B ank 
Nate Comp any, too, could subsequently add 
to our knowledge. In th e study of Boyd's 
st amps (a nd envelopes)-or H ussey's­
genu ine cove rs, as we h ave said, ar e our prin­
cip al guid es. Ea rly collector s sadly depleted 
th ei r number. 

T he change in th e business itself , af ter the 
C ivi l W ar, was the th ird fac tor in m aking 
the period after 1865 the "obscure" er a of the 
enterprise. 

As it was st ated in C hapter VII , ( 4 ) a fter 
about three year s of managing the Boyd busi­
ness, th e Blackh ams had come to th e realiz a­
tion th a t, t o maintain a city-wide personal 
mail patron age competitive w ith th at of the 
Government, would be a progressively losing 
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battle . A s th e W ar between th e States drew 
to its close, ci rcumstances combined to add 
force to th a t judgment. 

In the last years of the W ar the Federal 
Post Office D epartm ent had made it a policy 
to employ post offi ce clerks and ca rriers from 
the r anks of discharged U nion Army veterans. 

As this rese rvoir of personnel increased, it 
became possible for New York C ity P ost­
mas ter Ab ram W akeman and Superintendent 
of Carrier Delive ry J. H . Hallett to insti­
tute a progressive extens ion of th e city's mail 
se rvice. The system of lamp-post boxes was 
expanded to th e point w here, in 1865, there 
were 585 accessible to the public. Whereas 
in 1862 th e Government operated 7 Branch 
Post Offices (the northernmost being Sta­
tion " G " at I259 Broadway, near West 32nd 
Street), a year l ater I 3 of these offices we re 
open for th e sale of st amps, for th e distribu­
tion of G eneral Delivery or rental box mail, 
and to serve as bases for collection and door 
delivery se rvices. The farthest st at ion up­
town was at "Tubby H ook" on 206th Street. 

The carriers we re even spruced up w ith 
new uniforms. (Figure I ). 

In I 862 the Branch Offices and Central 
P ost Office had been open for business I I 
hours da ily except Sunday, from 7 :30 A. M. 
to 6 :30 P. M ., between October I st and 
April 1st ; and II hours and 15 minutes daily 
from April 1st to September 30th . In I 864 
this service w as extend ed to I5 hours daily 
(except Sunday) , from 6:30 A. M. to 9:30 
P. l\II., the yea r round. 

The "Carrier s' District" in I 862 extended 
north only to 55 th Street, but two yea rs later 
delivery se rvice was being rend ered as far 
north as th e Westchester County Line. 4 
dai ly coll ections and deliveries in I 862 (and 
these quite irregular) we re stepped up in 
th e fo llowing two years to 6 reli able collec­
ti ons from the lamp-post boxes per day and 
5 doo r deliveries. Incoming m ail was as­
se mbl ed at the Nassau Street Office and 
transmitted to the branches by wagon. The 
ca rri e rs in 1864 set out on their routes a t 
8 :oo A . M., and again at IO :oo A. M. , 
12:30 P. M., 2:30 P. M. and 4:30 
P. M.(*) (5 ) 

(*) One cannot forbear to draw the contrast be­
tween the standard s forced OA the ca rrier corps by 
competition in 1864 and today's attenuated monopoly 
service. ~ \ 
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This se rvice, in all its particulars, was the 
best th e Government had ever provided. The 
dream of P ostm as ter General H olt was for 
th e moment realized. 

The ci rcuri1 stances with which the Black­
hams we re faced h ad no precedent in th e 
ea rli er histo ry of the Post. T herefore, in 
late I 864 or ea rly 1865, ( 6 ) ( th e date is un­
ce rta in) th ey determined th at th e type of 
service on which th e business had been bu ilt 
co uld no longer prosper. Thereafter, ex­
cept for personal letters received at th e cen­
tr al office at Fu lton and P ea rl Streets, the 
business \vas la rgely th e distribution of mail 
received in bulk from com mercial patrons. 

The bills, commerci al notices, and adver­
tisements compri sing th e bulk of th e corre­
spondence handled by Boyd's P ost after 1865 
we re, of co urse, rarely retained for future 
refe rence by their recipients. Thus, even 
when complete cove rs escaped the depreda­
tions of the contemporary collectors, they 
usually lack th e all-important dated contents 
that would today be of aid to th e stud ent in 
cla rifying the history of the Post. 

For many years counterfei ts, reprints , 
fa nciful philatelic writings, th e scarcity of 
covers, and th e rarity of dates on th ose that 
did survive made the period af te r the Civil 
W ar the wholly " dark age" for collectors of 
the priv ate ente rpri se st amps. L ately, how­
eve r, patient study by several contemporary 
coll ecto rs has achi eved consid e rable progress 
and brought some o rd er from th e chaos. 
Th e stam :is, envelopes and markings can 
aga in t ake their places in approx imate proper 
chro nologica l o rder. Genuine specimens of 
th e st amps and so und covers, for the most 
part, can now ce identi fied with certainty. 
It is beli eved th at in time, continu ed research 
will elimin a:e t!-:e remaining areas of uncer­
tainty. 

The prev ious Chapter made reference ( 7 ) 

to th e f rst Boyd issue of st amped envelopes, 
brought out in r864 as a step in the new 
emphas is of com mercial patronage. It is 
likel y th at these were iss ued in J anu ary or 
ea rly February of th at year, as they were 
li sted in the Fifth Edition of Mount Brow n's 
Catalogu e of British , Co l onial and Foreign 
Postage Stamps dated March, 1864. ( 8 ) 

:\1 one of th e Boyd issues, in the period 
bei ng conside red , "suffe red " wo rse a t th e 
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Figure· 2. Po rt ions of adjo ini ng pages ( 27 2 and 27 3 ) in t he 7 th Edi ti on of Just in La lli er's 
Postage Sta mp Al bum , published in l 867 , showing provis ion fo r t he stamps of Boyd 's City 
Express Post . 
hand s of budding philately th an d id this 
issue. In collect ions of mai l, assembled for 
collector s, embossed envelopes of all ki nds 
often were discard ed as being un suitable. 
If th e collector ret ained th em, he usu ally cut 
th em to rect angul a r sh apes embr acing th e 
embossed a reas, or ovals, fo llowing the out­
lines of th e des igns. 

Jn th e early albums, th e ad hes ive st amps 
of private ente rpri ses h ad equ al st anding 
w ith those issued by governments. F or ex­
ample, th e L all ie r A lbum of I 867 had fo ur 
fo lios w ith 2 0 0 spaces for "United States­
Private O ffices" as compa red w ith three 
fo lios fo r 67 varieties of th e Government 's 
iss ues. But, though a few spaces we re pro­
vided fo r "cut squ ares" of th e G overnment 
envelopes, th ere w as no prov ision wh atso­
eve r fo r th e envelope iss ues of th e private 
posts. (F igure 2 ) 

As a r esult , although th e origin al qu antity 
was und oubtedly consi der able, ve ry little of 
this materi al, even "cut squ ares, " w as pre­
ser ved fo r phil a tely. Only one post ally used 
and a few unu sed "entires" are known. (Fig-
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ure 3) " E ntires" and genuine "cut squares" 
of th is issue are today among the rarest of 
private ly issued post al items. 

The d ie embossed on th ese envelopes w as 
a modified version of the long fami l iar Boyd 
" tr adema rk." ( Figure +) Oval in shape, 
th e overa ll dim ensions of th e impression were 
24 Y, x 28 Y, mm. The centr al vignette, now 
th e charac teri st ic eagle pe rched on crossed 
tw igs or branches of a tree ( in stead of th e 
traditi onal globe), w as impressed against a 
solid color background , 15 x 19 mm. 

Bo rde ring th e vignette, and separated f rom 
it by a thin colorless oval, was a band of 
solid color on w hich was embossed th e in­
scripti on read ing (above) " BOY D 'S CIT Y 
P OST " ( 1 ;:/i mm. sans-se rif letters) ; and 
( below ) , in serifi ed lettering of th e same 
size, "39 FULTON STREE T C OR. O F 
PEA RL." The w ord "OF " was half th e 
height of th e oth er letter s. Between th e "9" 
of " 39" and th e " B" of " BOYD'S"-and 
also between th e "L " of " PEARL" and the 
"T " of · " PO ST " we re small rosettes . The 
O. VI 375 
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Figure 3 . Entire envelope of the issue of 1864 (No . 20 LU . 7 ), in which a communication 
of The Manhattan Gas Light Company was transmitted to a Broadway address. Cancelled by 
Type " K" postmark . This specimen , in an outstanding New York collection, is the only 
used " ent ire" of Type L. 66 at present known. 
design was impressed on various colored and 
sized envelopes in red and also in blue ink. 
One philatelic w riter ( 9 ) claimed to have seen 
black and also bi-colored impress ions in black 
THE CO
and red , but th e re 1s no other subst an ti ation 
of the se varieties. 

It is noteworth y th at th e design embossed 
on th ese envelopes indicated no denomination, 
Figure 4. (Left ) original, and (right ) reprint impressions of the die impressed on the first 
stamped envelopes issued by Boyd 's City Express Post ( 1864) . Scott's Type L. 66, Nos. 20 
LU . 1 - 11, inclusive. (Note sharper printing of the reprint ). 

( Photograph by B outrelle). 
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Figure 5 . Typical sheet of "reprint cut squares" of Type L. 66, made for sale to collectors . 

{ Photograph by Boutrelle}. 
the prices to purchasers depending on quanti­
ties required , ranging from I to 2 cents. 

At some time in the 187o's , the original 
master die, or one or more " printing dies ," 
of this design came into the possession of J. 
Walter Scott. The issue already being 
sca rce, Scott ordered these dies impressed on 
83 x 93 mm. sheets of 4 subjects, which he 
cut apart to sell as " reprint cut squares." (10 ) 

The embossing was done by setting 2 dies 
horizontally side by side, r 7 to 20 mm. 
apart, impressing them in red or blue on the 
upper halves of the sheets, and then turning 
the paper for a second inverted row of im­
pressions below. (Figure 5) 

Still later, in the I88o's, when interest 
g rew in covers and "entires," Scott, or G. B. 
and Henry Calman, his successors in the 
proprietorship of the old Scott Stamp & Coin 
Company, Ltd., had the dies impressed in 
approximately the original colors on stock 
envelopes, thus producing "reprint entires." 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, N
On the basis of discussions with the Cal­
mans in the 188o's, Harrison Sanford, one 
of the foremost r9th Century students of the 
private postal enterprises, bequeathed us a 
memorandum concerning these "reprint en­
tires" which is now mounted in the Luff 
Reference Collec~ion. Sanford informed us 
that the products of the 188o's invariably 
can be identified by the fact that the emboss­
ing is pressed through to the back surfaces of 
the envelopes. Aside from the fact that 
Sanford's information was based on well 
qualified so urces , the information he im­
parted is convincing because it would have 
been costly and unch aracteristically painstak­
ing for the reprinters to have impressed the 
dies on flat sheets first and then cut and 
folded them into envelopes-whereas the lat­
ter method was the accepted procedure for 
manufacturing embossed postal envelopes in 
r864. 
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Figure 6 . Counterfeit (embossed ) "cut square" 
of Type L. 66. 

(Photograph by Boutrelle). 

Counterfeit "cu t squa res" were, in due 
course, also offered to the phil a telic market. 
One va riety (Figure 6) was embossed in 
blue and also in red ink on an orange wove 
paper (nearest Ridgway, ."O range Buff,'' 
Plate III , l 5d) . The overall dimensions of 
this counterfeit differ from th e original de­
sign, being 25;/i x 29 mm. The shape of th e 
lettering is r ectangul ar r ather th an th e 
rounded forms in the genuin e design. Where­
as, in th e latte r, th e eagle's right wing, at 
the nea rest point, almost touches the inner 
oval, in th e fraud it is approximately l mm. 
distant. 

A second , less dangero us, counterfeit, (F ig­
ure 7) probably by S. Allan Taylor, was 
lith ographed in various sh ades of red and 
blue on w hite and on yellow wove paper . 

The sca rcity of genuine "cut squares" and 
"enti res," identifiable as such by reliable 
strikes of the contemporary Boyd postal 
markings; and the variety of reprints and 
co unterfeits has, for many years, caused 
g reat uncer t ainty among students as to the 
range of papers and th e sizes of envelopes 
origin ally comp ri sing this issue of envelopes . 

In his United States Locals , written in 
1877, Cha rles H. Coster attempted a classi­
ficatio n of the sizes, papers and colors of the 
genuine envelopes . ( 11 ) A few years later, 
in 1883, in the French version of the same 
history (12 ) th e same writer found it neces­
sary to make substantial changes in his 
THE CO
Fi gure 7 . Coun terfeit (li thographed ) " cut 
square" of Type L. 66. 

( Photograph by Boulrelle} . 

cl ass ification. Dr. Willi am H. Mitchell in 
his 1889 Hist ory of Local P ost Offices( 13) 

also undertook to present a classification, but 
he differed from Cos te r in a number of par­
ticulars. 

H enry C. Need ham, in th e sketch of Boyd's 
C ity Express P ost included in his Concise 
History , publi shed in 1917,( 14 ) limited his 
tex t to the adhesive st amps, but in the manu­
sc ript ou tl ine prepared in advance of th e pub­
lication of hi s a rticles, a copy of which is in 
thi s writer's possessions, Need ham noted 5 
varieties , the genuinity of which he was confi­
dent. The li stings in Scott 's Catalogues, 
through the years, h ave also va ried. 

The t able on the opposite page reflects the 
diversity of th ese descriptions and listi ngs. 
Without taking into accou nt th e shades of red 
and blue ink enumera ted by the various writ­
e rs and cataloguers, 32 "varieties" are noted . 
The present United States Specialized Cata­
logue enumerates 1 l var ieties (Nos. 20 LU. 
1 to 20 LU. 11 , inclusive) 7 on laid paper 
and 4 on wove stock. 

Some of thi s confusion is believed to be 
due to the tradition al lack of agreement 
among phil ateli sts on color nomencl a ture. 
"White, " " Buff,'' and "Cream" may, at dif­
fere nt times, have described the same paper. 
"Amber," "Manila,' ' and "Orange," likewise, 
may have been subject to the same confusion . 
A lso, th e sizes of the envelopes originally is­
sued may not have had the uniformity which 
modern methods of cutting and fo lding insure. 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. VI 
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TABLE OF PUBLISHED LiSTINGS 

THE BOYD ENVELOPE ISSUE OF 1864 

Scott's Type L. 66 

Size of Envelope 
Envelope 

Paper 
138 x 78 or 
138 x 79 mm. 

143 x 83 
mm. 

155 x 87 
mm. 

2" x 87 Unknown or Not 

White­
Wove 
Laid 
Not Indicated 

Cream­
Wove 
Laid 
Not Indicated 

Ca nary or Yellow-­
Laid 

11 1\1anill a"­
Orange-

Wo ve 
Amber­

Laid 
Not Indicated 

Buff-
Laid 

White­
Wove 
Laid 
Not Indicated 

Cream-
Wo ve 

Buff-
Laid 

Amber-
L a id 
Not Indicated 

Canary or Yellow­
Wove 
Laid 
Not Indicated 

O ra nge­
Wo ve 
Laid 
Not T ndicated 

" :\l anilla"-

Cream­
Wove 

Cream­
Wo ve 

x (2) 

x (2) 

x (4) 

x (2) (4) 

( Red Impressions ) 

x (3 ) 

x (3 ) 
x (4) 

( Blue Impressions ) 

x (1 ) (2) (3) x (1) (2) 

x (1 ) (2) (3) 

x (l ) (2) (3) 

x ( l ) (2) (3) 

( Black Impression ) 

x (3) 

( Bi-color Black & Red Impression ) 

KEY 

mm. Indicated 

x (3) 
x (1) (2) (3) 

x (4) 
x (7) 

x (5) (6) 

x (1) (2 ) (7) 

x (1) (2) (7) 

x (7) 

x (7) 
x (5) (6) 

x ("•) 
x (5) (6) 

x (7) 

x (7 ) 
x (5) (6) 

x (7 ) 

x (7) 
x (7) 

x (5) (6) 
x (4) 

x (1) (2) 

1) Charles H. Coster, U 11 i1ed Sia/es locals, Scott and Co., ( New York , 1877) p. 102. 
2 ) Cha rl es H . Coster, 1'Les Postes Privees des Etats-Uni s <l 'Amerique," Le 'Timbre Poste) ( Pari s, Sep-

tember , 1883) No. 249, p. So. 
3) Dr. W. H. Mitchell , " Hi story of the Loca l Post Offices In The U nited States, " Phila1 elic J o11mal of 

America, (A pril , 1889 ), Vol. V, No . .;, p. q 9. 
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B o yo 's CrTY EXP R ESS P osT 
4 ) Manuscript out line ( possessed by the writer ) of H . C. Need ham's U nited States L ocal Stamps, A Con ­
cise H is t ory and A1 e morandum , published J.9 15- 1918 in the 1''1ilatclic Ga ze tt e ; and 1920-21 in T he 

American P hilateli st. 

5 ) Scott ' s Standard Cata log ue of Th e Local S tamps of T he U nit ed S tat es , etc., Scott's Stamp and Coin 
Co. , Ltd. , ( New York, 19 12 ) p. 8. 

6 ) Supplementary Cata logue of United States Loca l Stam ps, etc. Scot t's Stamp and Co in Co., Ltd ., ( New 
York, 1927 ), p. 12. 

7 ) U nited States S tamp Catalogue, S pecialized , Scott Publ ications, I nc. , ( New York, 195 0) p. 408 . 

A consistent char ac terist ic of the genuine 
impressions noted by this w riter , is th e fac t 
th a t they w ere less ca refully printed th an the 
reprints. The ink on origin al specimens 
blurs ove r th e embossed indentations, and th e 
impressions generally have the appearance of 
"commercial" printing, which in fac t , th ey 

Color of 
Im pression (*) 

R ED (nearest 
R idg w ay­
"Jasper Red" 
Pl ate X!TT , 3' ) 

BL U E (nearest 
Rid gw ay, "Dusky 
Orient Blue," 
P late XXX I V , 45"m ) 

BLU E (nea rest 
R id g w ay, " D ark 
Chessyli te B lue, " 
P late XX, 4 5'm ) 

BLUE (nearest 
R id g way, "Dusky 
Orient Blue," 
Plate XXXI V, 45"k ) 

Paper (T) 

Cream or "off white" 
( nea rest R id gway 
'

1Cartridge Buff," 
Plate XXX, 19"f ) 
Diagonall y laid, 20 
lines to the 20 mm . 
di stance. 

Crea m or "off white" 
( nea rest · R idg way 
"Light Buff," 
P late XV, l 7 'f ) 
Diagonally laid , 20 
l in es to the 20 mm. 
di stance. 

Crea m or 11off white" 
(nea rest Rid gway 
.. Cream Bu ff," 
P late XXX, 19"d ) 
Diagonally laid , 20 l ines 
to the 2 0 mm. di stance. 

Orange (nearest 
R id g w ay "Ochraceou s Buff, 11 

P la te XV, 15'b ) 
Diagonall y l aid , 14 l ines 
to t he 20 mm. di stance. 

we re. T he reprint imp ress ions, on th e other 
hand , tend to be sh ar pe r and cl ea re r, as migh t 
befi t collector s' merchandise. 

O n the bas is of r eli able specimens seen in 
his own and other contemporary collections, 
th e present wri te r can vo.uch fo r th e authen­
ticity only of th e fo ll owing va rieties : 

Probable related (t) 
Scott Catalogue No. 

20 LU. I 

20 L U. 4 

20 LU. 4 

20 LU. 7 

Form in 
w h ich seen 

Unused entire, 
138 x 76 Y, mm. 
( Not embossed 
through to the 
back . ) A lso u sed cut 
squ ares . 

C ut squ ares 
ca ncell ed with 
Type "L" postmark. 

Unused entire, 
138 x 76 Y, mm . 
( Not embossed 
through to the 
back.) 

Used entire, 
138 x 79)/, mm. 
The only one 
known ( Figure 2) . 
( Not embossed 
through to the 
back. ) 

(*) The colors of impress ions recorded abo ve are, of cou rse, affected by the hu es of the papers on 
w hich emboss ing w as done . Tn no in stance , therefo re, is the shade g iven necessa ril y that of the printing 
ink. The blue ink used in genu ine impress ions has a g rayer tone than th at used in reprin t impress ion s. 

( t ) The count of la id l ines w as compu ted by superimposing the "O" l ine of the mill imeter sca le on 
on e of the parall e ls and coun ting the number u p to and includin g the 2 0 mm. di stance. A ny v ariati on of 
thi s practice wou ld, of course, produce a different co unt . On the '"'hite or ivory papers, where reprint 
papers appea r simi lar to originals, thi s is sugge sted as the eas ies t method o f identi fy in g genuine specimens. 

(:I: ) Since the color nomencl ature on which present Scott l istin gs a re based orig inated in earl y listings, 
id entificat ion with Catalogue Number can be offered on ly on a suppositional bas is. The authentic l ight 
buff papers, for ex amp le , may have been e ither the "white" or the "amber" referred to by the cataloguer. 
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Color of 
Impress ion 

R ED (nearest 
Rid gway, "Apricot 
Orange," Pl ate 
XIV, 11b ) 

BLUE ( Impression 
on orange paper 
produces g reen hue. 
Nearest R idgway, 
"Bottle Green," 
Plate XIX, 37'm) 

Paper 

Orange (nearest 
Rid gway 11 / \.ntimony 
Yell ow," P late XV, 
17'b) 
Coarse wo ve. 

Orange (nearest 
Rid gway "Yell ow 
Ocher," Pl ate XV, 
17'b ) 
Coarse wove. 

Probable rel ate <l 
Scott Cata logue No. 

20 LU. 9 

20 LU. II 

Form in 
which seen 

Cut to shape, 
cancelled with 
Type "L" postmark. 

Cut square, 
cancelled with 
Type "L" postmark. 

Th e Scott " r ep rint cu t squ ares" recordedby thi s writer have been th e following: 

Color of Impress ion 
(by Ridgw ay) 

"Ca rrot Red" 
P late X IV , 7'b 

''Coral Red" 
Plate X III , 51 b 

'·Scarlet" 
Plate I, 5b 

' 'Coral Red" 
Plate X III, 51 

;'Gendarme Blue" 
Plate XX I [, 47* k 

"Eton Blue" 
Plat e XX I I, 49* k 

"' Du sky Blue" 
Plate XXIT, 49* m 

"Dusky Bl ue" 
Plate XX!!, 49* m 

" Dusky Blue" 
Pl ate XXII, 49* m 

" Dusky Blue" 
Plate XX ll , 49* m 

Type of P aper 

Ve rtica ll y laid 
I-J. lines to 20 mm. 

Diagona ll y laid 
16 li nes to 20 mm. 

Diagona ll y laid 
1-f. l ines to 20 mm. 

H orizontall y laid 
15 l ines to 20 mm. 

H orizonta ll y laid 
1 5 li nes to 20 mm. 

Dia~ona ll y laid 
1 6 li nes to zo mm. 

Diagonally laid 
16 l111 c s to 20 mm. 

\" erticall y laid 
16 l ine s to 20 mm. 

Ca rd boa rd 
( .0070" ) 

Color of P aper 

White 

White 

Buff ( nearest R idgway 
''Seashell Pink," 
Plate XIV, 11'f) 

"O rienta l Buff" 
( Rid gway, "Light 

Pinki sh Cinnamon," 
Pl ate XXI X, 15"d) 

vVh1te 

White 

W~ite 

Buff ( nearest Rid gway 
"Seashell Pink," 
P late XIV, 11'f) 

Whi te 

White 

The " rep rint entires" wi th emboss ing " pressed through" seen by this w rite r have 
been th e fo llow ing: 

Size of 
Envelope 

Color of Impression 
(Rid gway ) 

"Scarlet Red" 
P late I, 3 b 

" Dusky Blue" 
Plate XXU, 49* m 

Type of Paper 

Diagonall y laid 
1 6 lines- to 20 mm. 

Diagonally laid 
16 lines to 20 mm. 

Thickness 

.0032" 

Color of P aper 
( R idgway) 

"Ivory Yellow" 
P late XXX, 21"f 

"Cream Buff" 
Plate XXX, 19" f 
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Figure 8 . Letter dated May 29 , 1866, bearing two specimens of Boyd ' s 1-cent stamp No. 
2 0 L. 24 , affixed to prepay the Post 's rate for city letter service . (Abt Collection ). The 
stamps are cancelled and tied with Postmark " L" , struck in black, and prepayment marki 
" j ", in black also , appears on the face of the cover. 

{ Ph ot ograph by B ou/relle). 

156 x 89Y, mm. " Dusky Blue" H eavy wove .0050 " "Cartridge Buff" 
Pl ate XXII , 49* m Pl ate xxx, 19"£ 

156 x 8oY, mm. " Dusk y Blue" Horizonta ll y .0030
11 " P a le Och raceous 

Pl ate XX IT, 49* m laid 
18 lines 

Sa lmon" 
to 20 mm. P late xv. 13'£ 
These t abulations leave un answe red the 
qu es tion w heth er , th ere we re, in fact, origi­
nally issued envelopes impressed in red on 
"amber" laid stock ( 20 LU. 2 ) and yellow 
la id (20 LU. 3); and impressed in blue on 
th e sa me papers (20 LU. 5 and 20 LU. 6); 
o r on red and blue on "c ream" wove papers 
(20 L U . 8 and 20 L U . 10) as Scott 's S pecial­
izer/ Catal og ue now li sts. One wond ers if 
pe rh aps the " rep rint entires" do not account 
for several of th ese va ri eties . The subj ect 
invites furth er stu dy . 

Ea rly in 1865, probably a t abou t th e tim e 
(o r sho rtly af te r ) th e city-wide collect ion sys­
tem was d iscontinued, th e Bl ackh ams iss ued 
a new se t of adh esive st amps. It is believed 
th at thi s issue may have been in some way 
rela ted to th e ch ange in th e P ost 's operat ions. 
It is possibl e th a t, w hile th e 1861 issue 
(T ype X ) was being r edeemed from outlets 
th ro ughout th e C ity, th e proprie to rs m ay 
THE COL
have des ired a new des ign to identify mail 
pre;ia i<l by stamps so ld subsequ ent to th e 
change . 

A vis ito r to th e offices of th e P ost at F ul­
ton and P ea rl St ree ts, around th at tim e, mus t 
han been th e printe r of J ohn Boyd's 1856 
i ss L~e of ad hesives (Nos. 20 L. 11, 12, and 
13 ). T hi s firm evid ently had ret ained the 
ry pographic "plate" o r elect ro types from 
which th e ea rli er issue had been printed and, 
in the eve nt th e Blackhams we re interes ted 
in new stamps, th e vis itor was prepared to 
offe r a most favorab le q uota ti on. O f course, 
he had no plate su itable fo r th e printing of 
1-cent st amps, but w ith th e cost advantage 
on th e 2-cent denomin ati on, he was in a posi­
t ion to offer a good price on th e set, incl ud­
in g a new 1-cent plate. 

' T he proprietors evidently accepted thi s 
offe r, and th e typographed bi-denomin a ti onal 
issue, 2-cent (T ype V III ), bl ack ink on 
LECTORS CLUB PH ILATE LI ST , VOL . XX IX, NO. VI 
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Figure 9 . A block of 12 subj ects from th e: orig inal typographic printing of Boyd's adhesive 
stamp No. 20 L.· 23 . (Abt Collec tion ). See text fo r posi tion characteristics in the basic 
setting of 2 5 cliches. 

( Ph otograph by B o11trelle). 
glazed white pape r surf ace-colo red orange 
red (No. 20 L. 23) , and r-cent ( new T ype 
XI ) , bl ack ink on glazed yellowish white 
pape r, surf ace-colored l ilac (No. 20 L. 24 ), 
was th e consequ ence. 

As usual in thi s period , the r arity of dated 
cove rs h andicaps u s in fi x ing w ith precision 
th e date of issue. The earliest reco rd ed 
usage of No . 20 L . 23 was September 22, 
1865, a notation by J. W. Scott, ( 15) w ho, by 
th at date, had es tabli shed his business in New 
Yo rk City and was in a position to note da tes 
of iss ue fr om contempor ary mail. On th e 
oth er hand w e a re led to th e beli ef th a t the 
stamp was , in all likelihood , issued earlier 
th at yea r, as th e las t usage of th e previous 
2-cent var iety (No. 20 L . r 6) noted by this 
wri te r was one on a cover da ted June 9, 
1864, for merly in th e collection of Dr. D on 
Preston P eter s of L ynchburg, V irgini a, and 
sold by Mr. P er ry Fu ll er of B alt imore in his 
auct ion of T ovember 29, 1949. 

T he use of No. 20 L . 24 on th e cover in 
thi s wri ter 's collect io n illus t ra ted herewith 
( F igure 8), dated in manu script May 29 , 
1866, is th e ea rl iest da te assoc ia ted w ith th is 
var iety-but here again, th e gap is conside r­
able to the las t recorded usage of its prede­
cesso r, No. 20 L. 18, July 17, 1863 , (on a 
cover sold at auction by L aurence and Stryk­
e r, M ay 18, 1948 ) . 
THE COLLECTORS C LUB PH I LATEL IST, VOL . XX IX, NO
Since the las t treatment of Boyd's T ype 
VIII design in Ch apter V of this Series,( 16 ) 

th e avail ability of several la rge pieces of No. 
20 L. 23, origin als and reprints, h as enabled 
us to a rrive at a clea rer picture of the essen­
ti a l fac ts concerning this T ype. The writer 
h as had, fo r study, a block of 12 from an 
origin al shee t of No. 20 L . 23 ( Figure 9) ; 
and Mr. H . W. K . Hale has made available 
a block of 36 fr om a second typographic 
printing of this variety (Figure ro). Also 
m ade avail able by Mr. H ale, was a full sheet 
o f 25 lith ographic r eprints, made for collect­
ors about 20 years after th e origin al issue 
( Figure II ) . 

Repeating characteristics on each of these 
units now lead us to the belief th at the origi­
n al typographic plate, prepa red for the print­
ing of th e 1856 stamps consisted of 25 cliches 
( 5 x 5). L acking multiple pieces of os. 
20 L. r 1, 12, or r 3, the size of th e sheets is 
not known. If, howeve r , th ey were th e st an­
dard Boyd fo rm at of roo subj ects, it is be­
l ieved th at one or three second ary electro­
types were made of the bas ic se tting of 25, 
three being cast if th e pape r was fe d to pr int 
a ll impressions at one tim e, one if the sheet s 
were fed and turn ed . The latter altern at ive 
wo uld mean th a t tete beche pairs of the 1856 
va ri eties may some day be fo und. 

Ce rtain it is th at th e printing of the 1865 
2-cent st amp was by th e "work and turn" 
. VI 
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Figure l 0. Part of six vertical rows from the second typographic pr int ing of Boyd's adhesive 
stamp No . 20 L. 23 , showing the last vertical row of the primary typographic setting and 
all of the 25 portions in the secondary plate; al so the bo ttom row of the primary plate , tete 
beche to the bottom row of the secondary plate. ( H . W . K. Hale Collecti on ) . 

{ Ph otograph by B outrclle} . 
method. Two 25-subject plates, an original 
and a second ary electrotype, were placed 
vertically adj acent to each oth er ; the paper 
was fed to produce IO rows of 5, and then 
turned and refed to print another 50 subjects 
in inverted position. Thus, IO horizontal 
tete beche pairs may be seen derived from 
these sheets. The paper employed for this 
THE CO
pri ntin g w as a fai rly heavy white stock. 
(.004 1 "). The surface color var ied between 
Ri dgway 's " F lame Sca rlet" ( Plate II , 9 b) 
and "Orange C hroma" (Plate II , I 1b ) . 

Except one, all specimens of No. 20 L. 23 
tied to apparently genuine cove rs, seen by this 
wri ter , unquestionably h ave been from th at 
printing. One cove r, the genuinity of w hich 
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••••• 
Figure 11 . Pho tograph of a lithographic reprint sheet of No. 20 L. 23,. printed in the l 880's 
fo r sate to collectors. (H. W. K. Hal e Collec tion ) . 

(Photograph by B outrelle). 
is not ce rtain, bore a stamp from the second 
typographic printing, which suggests the pos­
sibility that thi s may have been a late pro­
duction to replenish depleted supplies of th e 
st amps. This second printing, distinguish­
able by the blurred impression derived from 
badly ~1·orn or exceedingly dirty plates, and 
THE COLLECTORS CLU B PH ILATEL IST, VOL. XX!X, NO
by a much ye llowe r shade of surface color­
ing on the paper ( nea rest Ridgway, "Apricot 
O r ange," Plate XIV, 11'b ) . For this print­
ing th e two electrotypes we re set horizontally 
side by sid e to print 5 rows of JO subjects, 
and th en th e paper refed , inverted, to pro­
dL:ce th e same impression in reverse position 
. VI 



Bovo's CITY EXPRESS .PosT 
Figure 12. The design of the Type XI Boyd 
l -cent stamp (Nos. · 20 L. 24 and 20 L. 25 ) , 
issued in l 865 and continued in use until 
1871 or 1872. 

below the original impress ion. Thus, these 
sheets (note Figure IO) have IO vertical 
tete beche pairs. 

The subsequent lithographic reprints ap­
pear to have been made from transfers 
drawn from the secondary typographic plate. 
The casting of this mold resulted in many 
breaks in the oval frames , each one creating 
new, easily distinguishable, position charac­
teristics. All these markings are repeated on 
the lithographed product. The same litho­
graphic stone was also used for the produc­
tion of collectors' reprints of Nos. 20 L. I I , 

12 and 13 in several shades of green , red and 
o range . 

The surface color of the paper used for 
th e lithographic reprints of No. 20 L . 23 
was vffy close to that used for the original 
typogr aphic production , (nea rest Ridgw ay, 
"flame Scarlet." Beca use of that similarity, 
these reprints have, from time to time, lent 
themselves for use in th e production of 
fr audulent covers. Collectors are urged to 
examine postal markings on covers bea ring 
this variety closely, and particularly to de­
termin e whether such covers are franked 
with typographed or lithographed stamps. If 
the la tter , they a re , of course, spurious. 

Some of the original position char acte ristics 
which have been noted on both typographic 
THE CO
printings of No. 20 L. 23 and on individual 
specimens of the I 856 stamps are marked for 
the reader's attention in the illustrations ac­
companying this Chapter. (Figures 9 and 
IO). 

Position characteristic "A " is a broken serif 
on the upper horizontal stroke of the sec­
ond "S" in " EXPRESS" on subject No. 5 
in the se tting of 25. 

Position characteristic " B" is a marked 
dent in the oval frame above the space 
between the "S" of " BOYD'S" and the 
" E" of "EXPRESS" on subject No. 6 in 
the setting of 25. 

Position characteristic "C" is noted in the 
same plate position, a break in the oval 
above "E" of "EXPRESS." 

Position characteristic "D" is a jutting ir­
regula rity of the oval outside of "Y" of 
" BOYD'S " on subject No . I 1 in the set­
ting of 25. 

Position characteristic "F" is a thinning of 
the outer oval on the 20th subject of the 
setting of 25. 

In preparing the 1-cent stamp of this issue 
the printer obviously endeavored to match the 
standard Boyd design, but the workmanship 
was crude and he devi ated from earlier types 
in many particula rs. The new stamp (Fig­
ure 12) was narrower than any of its prede­
cessors, th e outer oval measuring 16 x 2o;y.i 
mm., and the oval fr aming a vignette, IO x 14 
mm. The eagle, shown against a cross 
hatched background was proportionately 
elongated and has an unusu ally scrawny ap­
pearance. The me asurement from the tip of 
the eagle 's beak to th e back of its head was 
only 2 mm., and th e beak itself was drawn 
only % mm . long. The mouth was drawn 
closed. The inscription band was 2% mm. 
w id e, th e lettering I % mm. in height. 

From a mas ter die of this design, IOO 

typog raphic cliches appear to h ave been made 
and set r mm. apar t in 10 horizontal rows 
of 10. The st amps were printed in black 
on a comparatively heavy ( .0042" to .0045") 
yellowish white paper, glazed and surface 
colored a bluish lil ac (nearest Ridgway 
"Light Wistaria Blue," Plate XXIII , 57' d 
and "Verbena Violet," Plate XXXVI, 55" d). 
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Figure 13 . Counterfeit of No. 20 L. 24, 
made for sa le to collectors. 

The st amps were issued with a coating of 
yellow ish gum. 

In I 870 o r 1 87 I , a new supply of I-cent 
stamps (No. 20 L. 25) was printed from the 
T ype XI pl a te in bl ack ink on a yellowish 
white pape r (.0004"), lightly gummed, 
glazed and surf ace colored a light sh ade of 
hlue (nea res t Ri dgway "Squill Blue," Plate 
XX, 45' b ). Cove rs bea ring this st amp are 
exceedingly r a re, and examples w ith dated 
contents unknown to th e w riter. W e have, 
fo r guidance, only a notat ion of J. W. 
Scott ( 18) giving O ctober 9, 187I as th e earli ­
es t date of usage th at he had encountered. 

Among th e pl ates in th e possession of G . B. 
and H enry Calm an in th e 188o's and 'go's 
was the setting of JOO cliches of this type (o r 
a secondary elect ro type of the same) fro m 
which r ep rints were made fo r phila tel ic sale. 
T he reprints of I o. 20 L. 24 are easily 
identifi ed since the paper and its surface coat­
ing differed conside r ably from th at on w hich 
th e originals we re prin ted . O ne of th e re­
printings was on a thinner ( .0032") w hite 
stock, and anoth er a buff- tinted stock 
( .0039") wi th a light coating of yellowish 
gum. In bo th inst ances the su rface colo r­
ing was a much darker color wi th greater 
constituents of blu e and gray. T he nearest 
Ridgway shade is " P ale Windso r Blue" 
( Pl ate XXXV, 49"d ) . 

T he reprin ts of No. 20 L. 25 a re more 
difficult to detect since th e sur face color 
closely approx im ated th e origin al. The 
bl ue of th e repr int pape r , w hen r efl ecting 
daylight, is sl ightly brighter th an th e paper 
on which th e o rigin al was printed , and the 
glazi ng is somewhat more pronounced. 
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Figure 14. A second counterfeit of No. 20 
L. 24, distributed to the philatelic market. 

A char acteristic of the original die of this 
T ype, and thus of all positions on th e plate , 
w as a small dot of color in the double-lined 
oute r oval fr ame opposite th e space between 
th e two " S's" of " EXPRESS." On the 
origin als of both No. 20 L. 24 and 20 L. 25 
th is dot is very small , in some pl ate posi­
tions not visible except with magnification. 
On th e r eprints of both va rieties these dots 
a re la rger and more distinct. The inking, 
generally, in th e printing of th e origin al types 
was lighte r and th e impressions cleaner th an 
on th e r eprints. 

D ange rous counte rfeits of No. 20 L. 24 
were also m arketed to th e st amp tr ade. One 
type (Figure 13) printed on a paper surface 
colo red a da rk shade of lilac ( nea res t Rid g­
way, "Sky G ray," Pl ate XXXIV, 45"f) h as 
a thicker form of lettering; th e eagle's beak is 
dr awn open instead of closed , as it is on th e 
o r igin al, and th e numeral "I" is wrongly 
fo rm ed. T he second type (Figure I4 ), on 
paper surf ace colored a somewhat lighter 
shade ( Ridgway, "Pale Camp anul a Blue," 
Plate XX I V, 57*d), is de tected by noting th e 
fo rm ation of th e letter "Y " in "BOY D ". 
O n th e original th e upper d iagonal "a rms" 
ex tend from th e vertical st roke 0 mm. from 

Fi gure 15. 
"k", put in 
1867. 

Boyd 's prepayment ma rk Type 
use by the Post in the fall of 
O. VI 



BOYD'S CITY EXPRESS POST 
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• 
Cl ,OF THE llOitTH 6ERllAll LLOYD. 
' OBLRICHS " co .. A GBNTB. I 
' . BROAD ';TREET, NE~ 

Figure 16. Early use oil the Type "k" prepayment mark on a handstamped cover dated: 
May 4, 1868, also struck with the Type " L" postmark . (Frank Hollowbush Collec tion ). 

Figure 17 . An undated cover carried by Boyd's City Express Post in the late l 860's, prepa id 
with No. 20 L. 23, tied by Type " M" postmark (b lack) and struck with Type "k" prepay­
ment mark. (j. W . Brown Collection ). 

(Ph otog raph by B outrelle} . 
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Bovo's CITY EXPRESS PosT 
Figure 18. The Type "M " postmark put in 
use in the spring of 1869 and continued until 
1872. 

the base. On this counterfeit, these exten­
tions are % mm. from the base. The width 
of the upper half of the letter "B" in 
" BOYD," on the original type, was % mm. 
On this counterfeit it is 1 mm. Neither of 
these counterfeits h ave been seen by this 
writer on the blue surface colored paper, in 
imitation of No. 20 L. 25. 

The Type " j " (straight line) prepayment 
handstamp de sc ribed in the previous Chap­
ter (10) continued in use by the Post through ­
out 1866 and most of 1867. In the fall of 
the la tter year, the Blackhams put in use a 
new prepayment ma rk T ype " k", a circle 
23 mm. in di ameter, containing the word 
" PAID" drawn in 8 mm. letters (Figure 
15). Until the mid-187o's, this ma rk was 
struck 10 bl ack on most communications 
h and led by th e Post. (See Figures 16 and 17 ). 

As early as 1865, Trow's New York City 
Directory ( 20 ) had li sted the ad dress of 
Boyd 's as "No. 41 ," rather than "No. 39" 
Fulton Street. The building at the corner of 
Pearl Street apparently h ad both numbers. 
Trow's listing in that m anner continued un­
til the enterprise changed its location in 1872, 
but the T ype "L" postmark, with the street 
number "39" continued in use until 1869. 

Since this designation had been satisfac­
tory to the Blackhams during th at consider­
able period , no reason can be advanced why, 
in the spring of I 869, the proprietors decided 
to change their practice and henceforth, to 
associate the Post with the number "41 " . 
The change was reflected in a new postmark 
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Figure 19. One of the special delivery mark­
ings used by the Boyd enterprise in the mid-
1860's. 

Type "M" which was put in use at that time 
(Figure 18). The new handstamp was a 
circle, 33 mm. in diameter, encompassing an. 
inner circle the diameter of which was 22 
mm. In the l I mm. band between these 
circles was insc ribed "BOYD'S DIS­
PATCH " (above) and "41 FULTON 
STREET" (below). Within the circle ap­
peared the delivery hour and the month and 
day. Year dates were no longer shown. The 
earliest use of the Type "M" postmark re­
corded by the writer was one on a cover 
dated M ay 17, 1869, in the collection of Mr. 
Frank Hollowbush. 

No longe r pressed to compete with the 
Federal Post Office carrier system, the Post 
now made only two regular daily deliveries, 
9: oo A. M. and 2: 30 P. M. A glimpse of 
the service as it was offered in 1869 is pro­
vided to us in thi s announcement which ap­
peared in Bo yd's Shipping Gazette November 
1st of th at year, and again in the issue of 
November I 5th: 

" Boyd 's City Dispatch 
No. 41 Fulton St., corner of Pearl 

R a tes for delivery as far as Fiftieth St. 

Circulars delivered within 24 
hours after r ece ipt per moo $10.00 
Circulars for quick delivery per 
I 00 ---------------------------------------------------- I . 50 
Stamps for quick delive ry per JOO 1.50 
Wedding Cards, per JOO -· ------------ 2.00 

Hours of Delivery , 9 AM, and 2: oo PM 

Special messages delivered at any moment, 
from 9 AM to 5 PM" 
. VI 



Bovo's CITY EXPRESS PosT 
SPECIAL. 
Figure 20. A second variety of special de­
livery marking used in the period covered by 
this Chapter. 

It is apparent that in this period, for the 
first time since I 844, stamps could be pur­
chased from the Post at quantity prices. 
There is little correlation, however, between 
known philatelic material and this announce­
ment. The special message service mentioned 
in the advertisemen t is reflected in two mark­
ings (undated) which have been noted on 
covers apparently carried in the mid-186o's. 
These were a 49 x 30 mm. oval with the 
words " BOYD'S SPECIAL" (above) and 
"39 FULTON ST." (below) in 4 mm. let­
ters, illustrated herewith (Figure 19) , and 
a 25 mm. straigh t line "SPECIAL" struck 
in black in 3 mm. lettering (Figure 20) . 

There is no reference in the announcement 
to the second and third issues of st amped 
envelopes (Scott 20 LU.12 to 20 LU.21 in­
clusive) with dates from 1867 to 1872. 
(These will be described in the next Chap­
ter of this Series.) The writer has never 
seen a wedding card carried during those 
yea rs by the Post. 

In general, however, we can presume from 
the variety and importance of the commer­
cial customers, whose co rner cards in in ­
creasing number appear on envelopes car­
ried by the firm , that the proprietors were 
prospering. Such nam es as Lord & Taylor, 
The North German Lloyd , The New Eng­
land Mutual Life Insurance Company, and 
others of simil a r commercial standing, ap­
peared in increasing number as the sixth 
decade of th e 19th Century drew to a close . 
The reduced delivery schedule and the 
elimination of substantial collection costs, 
without doubt made thi s a more profitable, 
if, perhaps, a less glamorous enterprise than 
it formerly had been. 

(To Be Continued.) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Ho119 Ko119 a11d the Treaty Ports. Postal 

History and Postal Markings by G. T. 
Bishop, C. S. Morton, and W . Sayers. Sec­
ond edition, extended and revised by H. E. 
Lobdell and Adrian E. Hopkins. London: 
The Postal History Society, 50 Pall Mall, 
S. W. 1. 330 pages, 50 plates. $12. 

Collectors who have wondered at the popu­
larity of China and its associated a reas will 
find one answer in the beautifully illustrated 
pages of this absorbing book. Though it 
deals primarily with Hongkong, the postal 
history of Hongkong is inextricably tangled 
w ith th at of China and the foreign post offices 
in China, and no book available in any 
language reflects so vividly the wide field of 
collecti ng th at China as a whole offers. It 
is , in fact , a field th at brings in the stamps 
and postal history of all the great powers as 
well , for between the years 1834 and 1922 
there we re on Chinese soil I 58 civil postal 
agencies alone of foreign powers, not count­
ing the numerous military posts and field 
post offices set up for the succession of wars, 
riots and rebellions th at have punctuated the 
last century of China's relations with the 
West. In addition , the Hongkong post office 
has had 29 recognized offices and agencies 
ranging from its own ten main and branch 
offices to packet agencies (from I 844 on) at 
treaty ports like Canton , Amoy and Swatow, 
and to regul a r offices in the Weihaiwei lease­
hold and at ports of call like Whampoa. A 
collection of examples of all of these, both 
the civ il and military agencies and the agen­
cies of Hongkong, would today be almost 
impossible of assembly, and even if assembled , 
would not scratch the surface of interest. 
Still to be added would be examples of the 
complex F. P. O.'s of the Boxer period , 
when almost all the powers (except Japan) 
establi shed them, ourselves included; of the 
ship lette r markings on Hongkong and Chin a 
covers of Russia, France, Germany, the Uni­
ted Sta tes and a good many others, of the 
I. P. 0. tie-marks; of th e branch outport 
offices of th e Shanghai local post, and of 
many other types and kinds of postal systems. 

In th e past it has not been easy to locate 
much information . on th ese subjects; the 
journal literature is scattered and not always 
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re liable, and a good deal of writing has been 
in French or German. Now, in this new 
edition of a standard reference work, the 
Hongkong posts in all their ramifications, 
necessarily including the related treaty port 
and Shanghai local posts, the Customs posts 
and the Imperial and Republican Chinese 
posts, are subjected to minute and docu­
mented study. I do not see how any serious 
student of either Hongkong, China, or the 
trea ty ports, can collect without it. It an­
swers questions which have long been puz­
zling; it supplies details of dates and places 
I have never seen in print before, and it man­
ages to give an intensely interesting survey 
of the almost infinite number of ways in 
which letters were carried about the Far 
East in the nin eteenth century and the more 
placid early yea rs of the present one. I 
should guess th at while th e retail price may 
seem high now, copies will go to a premium 
once the edi tion is sold out and th at it is an 
investment for interested collectors. 

As a tool for the China collector, it offers 
not only the details of postal history, but a 
careful and accurate catalogue, fully illus­
trated , of th e markings of the Hongkong 
post office, of all th e branch and sub-post 
offices in China, of ship postmarks, pa kuas 
( the bar cancell ations of the go's), and the 
elusive I. P. 0. marks and finally of the 
markings of the J apanese occupation. 

The record of the so-called " number" 
killers-Si for Shanghai, S2 for Swatow, AI 
and D27 for Amoy, D30 for Hioga, and 
many others, is given with names, dates and 
places, and is a miracle of delving in obscure 
records, as is the dating of the foreign post 
offices, including th e Russian post of 1858 
from Peking to Kiakhta, and th e Shanghai 
I. P. 0. of 1864. 

The fifty half-tone plates, consisting of 
more than 200 cove rs, pieces and individual 
stamps, illustrate practically all the high­
lights of the book. Included are such rare 
pieces as an 1843 folded letter with " Hong­
kong P ost Office" with royal arms, an 1851 
strike of th e two line "Sh ip Letter/ Victoria 
Hongkong"; the unique 1862 "Paid in Shang­
hai" oval, and many others. The captions, in 
accordance with an irritating practise com-
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Figure 1. Mailed at Shanghai December, 1855 ; backstamped at Hongkong December 13; 
English receiving mark ( in red ) G. l ./ Fe-4/ 1856; New York American Packet mark February 
24. The carriage from Marseilles to a channel port was by French railroad. The Hongkong­
New York rate was 54 cents, indicated here by manuscript . The stamped 96 is not identified , 
but al I covers of the period bear manuscript postage notations, overstamped with various 
values; rarely the manuscript inscripti on is overwritten with a different figure in manuscr ipt , 
in a different kind of ink . 
mon to all English publishing, are curt and 
not very informative, and more descriptive 
ones would have been useful to th e stud ent. 
Thi s, and the haphazard ind ex, are th e only 
c ritical comm ents th a t can be made on a 
book of the first phil atelic importance. 

The authors of th e first edi tion were dis­
tinguished philatelists and pioneers in the 
field and th e slend er book th ey published in 
1934 was th e only reliable gu ide to its sub­
ject th at collectors possessed. Two of th em 
are dead now and one, W . Sayers, is still 
recovering from his brutal confin ement in a 
J apanese prison camp . The revisors w ho 
have written , in point of fact, a completely 
new book, are Major Hopkins, vice-president 
of the Postal History Society and an English 
student whose achievements in civil life 
have m atched those in philately, and H. E. 
Lobdell , long dean of students at the Massa­
chusetts Institute of Technology and a m as ter 
of patient r esearch some of whose writings 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILAT­
ELIST has in th e pas t had the pleasure of 
publishing. Dr. L obdell, as a great m any 
thous and M. I. T. alumni w ill testify, has 
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made far- reaching contributions to American 
education, but his part in producing this 
co ntribution to th e hobby he loves is not th e 
least of his wo rks. 

I cou ld find no errors beyond th e natural 
confusion, on page 169, of th e Inda-Chinese 
post office at Tchongking, a little rive rine 
village near Haiphong, with th e Szechuanese 
Ch ungkin g. But there is an omi ssion, not 
very important and perhaps not ve ry ge rmane 
to th e book as a whole but still of some 
interest to th e American r eade r : the early 
American letter systems from Hongkong, 
Canton and Macao, and th e part th e C hin a 
C lippers pl ayed in H ongkong's postal devel­
opment. Folded letters from Canton to New 
York began in th e thirties, some fifty years 
after th e first American ships entered the 
Chin a tr ade. They usually bore no markings 
and were probably carried privately by 
various ships' captains to th eir own and oth er 
offices. By th e forties and fifties however , 
( Hongkong was not fo rm ally acquired by the 
Briti sh until J anu ary 26, 1841) letters for 
New York were commonly m arked in one 
of two ways; either "via Marseilles" (see 
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Figure 2. A folded letter to New York dated Macau, June 25, 1840. Records show the Ann 
McKim , one of the most famous of the China packets, arrived in New York. November 23rd, 
l 840, on the first of her China voyages. A manuscript 6 indicates the probab!e postage rate . 

Figure 3. A remarkable cover of 1863, forwarded by the American firm of Parker & Co., 
with printed " Per Overland via Marseilles, " posted at Hongkong June 23 , 1863, with l shill­
ing and l 0 pence in manuscript and "PAID" in blue. Markings include a Hongkong despatch 
mark of June 28; London transit paid mark (in red ) August l 5, 1863 ; New York BRITISH 
Packet mark August 26. The "5" at the top of this mark may indicate the New York post­
age charge, indicated also by a pencil "Due 5''. The New York American PACKET mark does 
not, to the knowledge of the author, ever include such a numeral. 
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Figure 4 . Dated March 10, 18 34, this folded letter from Canton to New York, carried via 
the packet boat " Pioneer," bears only a handstamped 6 in circle. The figure 6 occurs on 
other folded letters of the thirties , bo th in black and red handstamp and in manuscript. 
Fig. I) in which case they went by British 
or French packet via Ceylon to Egypt, across 
Egypt by r ail, or later via Suez, from Egypt 
to Marseilles, from Marseilles to a channel 
port by rail , and by channel steamer to Eng­
land: or with th e name of a China packet, 
and a littl e late r of a China C lipper, w hich 
would ca rry th em at first across th e P acific, 
arou nd th e H orn , and up through th e At­
lantic to New York. Still l ater th e ships 
dropped mail a t the Pacific ra il he ad of th e 
N icar agua crossing of the I sthmu s of P ana­
ma to be picked up on th e Atlantic side by 
anoth er vessel. 

Clipper letters a re not common , but the 
names of many famous ships can be found , 
and in works of reference th e history of each 
vessel may be traced. A let ter carri ed by 
one of th em is shown in Fig. 2; th e beauti­
ful Ann McKim, built in B altimore in 1833 
and broken up at Valparaiso in I 852. She 
was one of th e swiftes t and most celebrated 
ships on th e China run , touchin g at th e 
W ake and H awaii an I sland s, and at San 
Francisco, and then making the long run 
around Cape Horn to Baltimore and New 
York. There were many others, and no air­
mail cove r is more fr aught with romance 
394 THE COL
th an th ese souvenirs of the days w hen our 
ships were th e mas ters of the seven seas. 

The Marseilles run (to be repl aced later 
by th e Brindisi run when the Mt. Cenis 
Tunnel was completed in 1871) was less ar­
duous, but th e long voyages through the 
typhoons of th e Chi na sea and th e Indian 
Ocean we re not w ith out their own hazards. 

At New York , from about 1850, letters 
received through the post office bear th e dis­
tinctive packet postmarks, differentiating be­
tween mail r eceived from American and 
Briti sh ships (F igures I and 3). These occur 
in various dies, and form an area of study in 
th emselves. A good deal of work has been 
done on th e r ates of th e New York post 
office but far too little on its early over­
seas mail desks, and it is to be hoped th at 
more resea rch can be ca rr ied out in thi s field. 

P erh aps in th e nex t revision, Dr. Lobdell , 
w hose knowledge of this field is unsurpassed , 
w ill add a chapter on th e contributions of 
America before th e first U. S. steamer to 
cross th e P acific began its San Francisco­
Shanghai run in 1867, and w ith th e first blast 
of its w histle bl ew th e China packets and 
Chinese Clippers into honored oblivion. 

Malcolm ] olznson 
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{J)JlJUl. Ci.WnaiLi UMld in ebm.mhia 
iJJd:.wJW'l 9-uM 1919 mu/ j}anuaJuJ 1932? 

OF COURSE ! 

Letters were not flown free of charge but franked with airstamps duly 
author ized by the Government 

IT'S NO M YSTERY! 

These and other s imilar issues completely descr ibed , illustrated and priced in 

$.ana/Jlli.a 1950 
]Jui Cnmpku CiiA OJnAi Ca1:alnflU1l 

$4.75 postfree 

N ICOL AS SANABRI A CO., IN C. 
521 Fifth Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 
F A CT§ A BOU T §ELLING YO U R §TAMP§ 

e Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 20 years and our effi­
cient, up to date , PERSONALIZ ED SERVICE assures the maxi ­
mum in results . 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal ad ­
vances pending sale . Expert supervision of all material by 
experienced philatelists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila ­
tel ic Properties privately, where this method is preferred . Our 
advice , backed by over 20 years of eth ical dealing is at your 
service . 

e W e are al so prepared to purchase fo r cash Collections, Ac­
cumulations, Rarities , etc . 

INFORMATION CHEERFU LLY GIVEN 

IRWIN HEIMAN~ Inc~ 
2 West 46th Street 
NEW YOR K 19, N. Y. 

Te lephone : LU xemburg 2-2393 
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Outstanding Special Auctions 
To Come 

ERICH LEVIN COLLECTION 
OLD CERMAN STATES, CERMANY 

(with Off ices, Colonies & Plebiscites etc.) 
AUSTRIA, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND 

A great collection of fine and 
desirable items 

ESTATE OF FELIX BRUNNER 
AUSTRIA and LOMBARDY-VENETIA 

(incl. cancellations) 
and EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

The se lected stock and the 
private col lect ions. 

Richly illustrated catalogs, free on request . 
A sk for a free sample copy of our 

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL 
edited by Edwin Mueller 

MERCURY STAMP COMPANY 
522 Fifth Ave. (at 44th St.) I

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. I
Telephones : MU2-7106 and 2-6976 

Cable Address : MERCSTAMP NEWYORK 
--~~~~~~~~~~·~~~~-___./
THE COLL
CRYSTAL-MOUNl 

CUTS A110 FOLDS TO 
FIT ALL SIZES 

A beautiful, safe, inex­
pensive p r otect in g 
mount fo r stamps, 
Ii> Jocks and covers. Used 
by thousands of collec· 
tors. Made of sparkling 
crystal· clear cellulose 
acetate, approved for 
safety by U.S. Bureau 
of Standar d s. Trial· 
order "Assorted Pack­
age, 60c" from your 
favorite dealer, or send 
to us for free samplea. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
61 Transit Building 

BOSTON 17, MASS. 
E§§A Y§ and PROOF§ 

Are regularly offered 

in my 

Auction Sales 

Request Free Catalogues 

EUGENEN. CO§TALE§ 

99 Nassau Street. , 
New York 7, N. Y. 
E

is important to you 

We Are Prepared To Offer 
Outstanding U. S. Items 
To Enhance It 

ALSO : We are prepared to sell your col­
lection or sing le items of merit through the 
medium of our Public Auct ions. We will 
advance 75 % of our appraised valuation. 

ALSO : We are prepared to buy your col ­
lection in its entirety or single items of 
merit . 

Correspondence Invited 
CTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXIX, NO. VI 



Cape of Good Hope 

• 
Mint triangular blocks of four . 

1863. ld.carm ine ............ $1 50.00 

4d . dark blue .......... $210.00 

6d . mauve .............. $235.00 

l /- emerald ........ .... $530.00 

A ll other Capes in stock 

• 
DOUGLAS BOTH 

Fairways, Mona Crescent, 
Newlands, 

Cape Province, South Africa 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XX!X, NO
SISSONS 1950 

B.N.A. CATALOGUE 

• 
A Complete 1 llustrated 52-page List 

CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND 
AND THE PROVINCES 
POST ACE-REVENUES 

STATIONERY-OFFICIALS 
MINT AND USED BLOCKS, 

PLATE BLOCKS, ETC. 

PRICE 25c 

( R efundable on $2.00 order) 

• 
J. N. SISSONS 

59 Wellington St. W ., Toronto 1, Canada 
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SOMETIME every collector wants 
some special service. He wants to 
sell his collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or an unusual group of stamps, 
not to be found in dealers ' regular 
stocks ; he wants reliable information 
abo ut his philatelic affairs. Just such 
service is the sole function of J . C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell; it acts, on commis­
sion , for co ll ectors who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of them in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal are examined without cost (except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 
are charged only on completed trans-l actions. If you want to buy or sell ... 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subsidiary of Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Inc.) 

1 West 47th St., New York, N. Y. 
. 
U~ S~ 

1889 ISSUE 
#116 
#117 
#117 
#118 
#118 
#118 
#118 
#119* 
#119 
#120 
#120 
#121 
#121 
#121 
#122 

lOc magen ta eel ., cent. R., F. 5.75 
l 2c cent . T., VF ............. .. .. 4 .75 
l 2c cent. T . R. , VF ............. 3.75 
l 5c cent . R., VF. .. .... ........ 16.00 
15c cent. B. R., VF ......... .. .. 17.25 
l 5c centered B. R. , VF ..... .. 14.00 
l 5c cent. L., F ................... 14.00 
l 5c cent. R., VF ................. 9.50 
l 5c cent. T., VF ......... ...... 5.75 
24c cent. T ., VF ................. 18.75 
24c cent . B., VF ................. 21 .75 
30c red ee l., cent. T ............. 16.75 
30c VF . .. .. .. .. ...................... 16.50 
30c heavy eel ., VF . .............. 12.50 
90c cent . L. , F ..... .............. 38.25 

STAMPS, ESSAYS, PROOFS 

All Countries up to 1940. 

Alex S. Juliard 
D ealer in classics and better grade 

Penn Valley, Narberth , Pa. 
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YOU NEED 

Smll'.d 1951 

$J:mul.aJuJ Cal:alofJ-U1l 

10 71Jz [dil.ion 
You can't collect intelligently without the newest Scott Catalogue, and 
you miss half the fun of collecting if you worry along wi th an obsolete 
edition. 

ORDER YOUR 1951 SCOTT FROM YOUR DEALER TODAY! 

Vo l. I ........ (U. S. Americas, British E mpire) out this month ·····--·-··-·······-·-·····-··-·······-$3.50 
Vo l. II ........ (Europe, Asia, Africa) out in Novembe r ····-··------················-···············-·-···· 3.50 
Com bined E dition ________ (Vols. I and II ) out in D ecember --····-·-···-·------------------------------- 7 .oo 
U. S. Specialized Catalogue (out in D ecember ) ---------------------------------------------------------------- 3.50 

P U B L ISH ED BY 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
I WEST 47th STREET NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
LI. s. PRICE LIST 
OUR 68 PACE ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 

Free On Request 
INCLUDES : 

Confederate Issues 
U. S. Possessions 
Canada 
Newfoundland 
Separate Listing of U. S. Plate 

Number Blocks 

You r Want Lists of U. S. Stamps and Covers 
W ill Be Apprec iated . 

JOHN A. FOX 
11 6 N AS S AU S TREET, N. Y . C ., 7 , N EW YO RK 
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,· 
0ooks /or f!hristmas·~~~~~1 
When you make your Christmas gift list be sure that you 
choose these books for your philatelist friends. 

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
OF BRITISH EMPIRE POSTACE STAMPS 
Vol. I. Great Britain and Possessions in Europe 

This volume will be reprinted shortly. Pre-paid orders can 
be accep ted for delivery on publication. 

Vol. II. The British Empire In Africa 
Available now. 

Vol. III. The British Empire in Asia 
This volume will be ready shortly. Pre-paid orders can be 
accepted for delivery on publication. 

CUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK 
by P. C. LITCHFIELD 
This attractive publication incorporates hundreds of illustrations and exhaust-
data for plating every letter of every plate, and including second states .. ..... . 

THE OVERLAND MAIL 
by J. K. SIDEBOTTOM, O.B.E. 
This book is essential to the student of the postal routes to the East. Refer­
ences to the various European scenes, in respect of the routes via Austria, 
Egypt, France and Malta render the book invaluable to collectors of these 
countries ... .... ... ...... ..... ... ..... ....... .... .... ... ................ .. ... ... ... ... .. ... .. .... ...... ..... .. . 

POSTACE STAMPS IN THE MAKINC 
(F. J. MELVILLE) Rewritten and completed by John Easton. 

This publication is illustrated throughout by numerous special diagrams, and 
the half tone plates are of considerable philatelic as well as technical interest 

THE CANCELLATIONS 
OF THE RHODESIAS AND NYASALAND 

by H. C. DANN 
This book is confidently recommended to stamp collectors and all students 
of this territory. 1,335 different postal cancellations are described, over 
150 illustrations in addition to numerous maps and plates .... .......... .. ... . 

Send for a list of other attractive Literature 
which we have in stock. 

ALSO 

1949-50 
BOUND AUCTION CATALOCUES 

are now a1.:ailable 
Great Britain. British Empire. 

Foreign. Postal History 
General Sales at Bournemouth 

Price $3.50 each 
We also have in stock preceding years Bound Auction Catalogues. 

All the above literature is post free. 

BOBSON LOWE LTD. 
Philatelic Publishers 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.l 

$3.50 
$3.50 

$3.50 

$4.00 

$4.00 

$3.50 

$2.50 

Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 Cables: "Stamps, London" 
... Also at . . 

BOURNEMOUTH • PHILADELPHIA • MELBOURNE • BOMBAY 



ONE 
OUTSTANDING============================~ 

AUCTION 
11'ii!ii!!!55~;;;;;;;e;;;;:;i!!!55!i!!;;;;;;;e;;;;:;=====;;;;;;;e;;;;:;;;;;;;;e;;;;:;===-==== AFTER 

With Part One of the William L. Moody III Collec­
tion already having brought record price after record 
price, with Part Two being offered as this advertise­
ment is written-more and more it is true that • • • 

ANOTHER 

• WHEN IT COMES TO FINE STAMPS-~T COMES TO H. R. HARMER, INC. 
Check through the following list of outstanding properties scheduled for' 
auction in the World's finest stamp auction premises; ultra-fine properties 
being offered to you in ultra-modern premises. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, November 13, 14, 15 

The "Gus Mosler" Collection of the World 
by order of Mrs. G. M. Mosler, formerly of Cincinnati 

Monday, November 27 

The "William L. Moody Ill" Collection of United States--Part Three 
by order of William L. Moody III of Texas 

THE MAGNIFICENT CROUP OF CONFEDERATE STATES, OUTSTANDING WESTERN 
MATERIAL, LOCALS, A FURTHER SELECTION OF l 847's, ETC. 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, November 28, 29, 30 

The "J. Bogoff" Quality Collection of United States 
George V and VI issues, Russia, Israel, U. P. U., A. M. C., Roosevelt Issues 

by order of]. Rogoff of N ew York City 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, December 11, 12, 13, 14 

The "Dr. Ernest 6. Stillman" Collection of the World--Part Two 
by order of the Executors of th e late Dr. Ernest G. Stillman of New York City 

United States and Foreign (without British Commonwealth-already sold) . An exceptionally 
complete collection with many fine remainders of countries. 

Write for these exceptional catalogues 

H R. HARMER, INC. 
The World's Leading Stamp Auctioneers 

32 EAST 57th STREET NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
Plaza 3-6481 




