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Out in February - -

Scott's 1949 
Specialized United States 

Stamp Catalogue 
THIS is the 27th edition of the world's leading 

catalogue of U . S. stamps. It offers a highly 
special ized listing of major and minor varieties, and 
is packed with enlarged illustrations. 

It lists and prices: 
Air Po~t Stamps l':r Enve!opes 
Allied Military Occupation 
Booklet Panes 
Canal Zone 
Carriers' Stamps 
Christ mas Seals 
Coils 
ConfederMe States 
Cuba 
Da nish West Indies 
Die l':r Plate Proofs 
Encased Postage Stamps 
Envelopes l':r Wrappers 
First Day Covers 
Guam 
Hawaii 
Inte rnational Reply Coupons 
Local Stamps l':r Handstamped Covers 
Newspa per l':r Periodicals 
Offices in China 

Philippines 
Porto Rico 
Postage 
Postage Currency 
Postage Due 
Postal Cards 
Postal Savings 
Postmasters' Provisionals 
Post Office Seals 
Proofs 
Registration 
Revenues 
Revenue Stamped Paper 
Sanitary Fair Stamps 
Special Delivery 
Special Handling 
Specimens 
Telegraph Stamps 
Treasury Savings Stamps 
Trial Color Proofs 

Officia l Stam ps l':r Envelopes Vendi ng l':r Affi xin g Machine Perfo rat ions 
Parcel Post Stamps l':r Dues W ar Savings Stamps 

In Pairs, Blocks, on and off Cover and Minor Variations 

Price $3.50 
Order from your dea le r. 

SCOTT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

1 WEST 47th STREET NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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The Editorial Board, formed a short time ago to direct the future of 
The Collectors Club Philatelist, had planned to begin its work with the first 
issue of 1949. Through circumstances beyond its control, it finds itself 
compelled to bring out the present number, due in October, I 948, and 
reach ing you now a matter of three months late. In undertaking this task, 
great difficulties have been encountered. 

The Editorial Board realizes fully that punctuality is paramount in 
publishing any magazine; thus in the future we hope and expect to get the 
Phila! clist to you on time. 

The first number under the Board's complete control will be that for 
January, 1949. It will be somewhat late, because of the trouble with the 
October number, but thereafter your magazine will be mailed to you on the 
I 5th of the month of issue. 

In th e January issue, a statement of the editorial and production 
polici es of the Board will appear. In the meantime, we ask your cooper­
ation both in writing and securing articles of philatelic value for the 
Phila1 clis t, and m sending suggestions to the Board for the improvement 
of th ese pages. 

HENRY M. GOODKIND 

Chairman , Editorial Board 

WINTHROP S. BOGGS 

EDWIN M UELLER 

ELLIOTT PERRY 

STEPHEN G . RICH 
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MATCH, MEDI CINE 

AND PLAYING CARD STAMPS 

ISSUED BY 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DURING THE YEARS 1864 TO 1883 

AND 1898 TO 1900 

"THE CIVIL AND SPANISH 

AMERICAN WARS" 

All the stamps are listed in Scott's Special ized Catalogue 
and are of various interesting shapes and sizes in many attrac­
tive designs as made to the individual order of the manufac­
turing concerns us ing them. 

Our stock is second to none, and as the s tamps were 
used on bott les and boxes, perfect copies are really sca rce and 
our prices, based on condition , vary accord ingly. 

There is a constant and increasing demand , so if at all 
interested, now is the time to buy. Want-lists by either the 
old or new catalogue numbers, stating the des ired condit ion 
of the stamps, will have our careful attention . 

For the Advanced Collector we have an assortment of 
multiple pieces and w ill be pleased to furnish a list of the 
higher pr iced and rare items that we have on hand . 

We are always in the market to purchase not alone 
Match and Medic ine stamps, but anything f ine in United 
States postage , envelopes or revenues. 

WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST 

E~onomisi .Stamp Co.~ In~. 

87 Nassau Street, New York 7, N. Y. 
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The Mystery of the 

PRINCE EDWARD "QUEEN"* 

The story of S. Allen Taylor and the l 0 

cent "Queen of Prince Edwards Island" 

which disturbed the philatelic world. 

By WILLIAM J. ECKHARDT 
I N DECEMBER of I866 a peculiar 10 
cent "Prince Edwards Island" stamp 
made its appearance in Europe (Fig. I). 

It was without perforations, printed in black 
oo yellow paper, and the name of the country 
was misspelled. Those who saw the stamp 
said that it had "an unreal look" about it. 

The originator of the stamp was one 
Charley Lyford, said to have been a Boston 
youth of good family. He had only recently 
been initiated into the darkest mysteries of 
"Philatelic Art" by S. Allan Taylor, and 
presumed to show his mentor what a fledgling 
apprentice could do. 

His crude attempt was doomed from the 
start. No one believed in his stamp. Dis­
consolately he turned to Taylor. "No one 
will believe in a fictitious British colonial 
stamp," he chirped. 

"Nonsense," replied the wily Taylor, "it 
all depends on the way it is done." And 
then and there Taylor made a bet with Ly­
ford, under the terms of which he (Taylor) 
was to release a fictitious IO cent Prince 
Edward stamp that would completely fool 
the philatelic world. If he failed, Lyford 
was to be adjudged the winner. Par nobile 
fratrum. 

During the spring and early summer of 
I872 the world of stamp collectors eagerly 
awaited a philatelic event of the greatest 
importance-the emergence of a new issue 
from Prince Edward Island. To the col­
lectors of today this may seem odd. Why 
should anyone have gotten excited over a 
*( Copyright 1949 by W
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short set of stamps? Modern philatelists, 
their taste jaded and their pockets lightened 
by the annual appearance of kaleidoscopic 
forests of new issues, can hardly imagine the 
thrill of anticipation that was possible 80 
years ago. 

Regular governmental issues frequently 
elicited editorial quips that might have been 
penned by Mark Twain or Bret Harte. But 
there were not many of these governmental 
products in the early '7o's. Russian local 
stamps (Figure 2) filled a disproportionately 
large amount of space in new issue columns. 
That these anomalies bored even the more 
avid of the early timbromaniacs can readily 
be understood. Thus it was that the news of 
an issue from Prince Edward Island aroused 
more than usual interest. 

Speculation was rife as to the origin of 
the designs, the name of the printer, and the 
colors of the forthcoming stamps. 

Only one person seemed to have the an­
swers to these questions-S. Allan Taylor. 
His information was found to be correct, 
and Taylor's stock, which had fallen several 
degrees below par after the exposure of the 
spurious Guatemala stamp, began to rise. 
The comparative proximity of Prince Edward 
Island to Boston perhaps lent authority to 
Taylor's claims. 

The island, once a separate colony, but now 
a province of the Dominion of Canada, is only 
a short distance from the mainland. In I870 
the population was somewhat below 100,000, 
of which number about 10,000 lived in the 
capital, Charlottetown. The inhabitants, 
chiefly of French or Scottish descent, were 
known for their industry and thrift. 
illiam J. Eckhardt) 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE PRINCE EDWARD "QUEEN" 
Fig. l (above). The "Prince Edward Island" stamp. Fig. 2 (a t 

left ) Russian Local adhesive which were the major items in new 

issue columns in the early 1870's, and which were generally 

boring to collectors. 
This thrift was shown in the issuance of 
their stamps. Rather than incur the expenst 
of having them engraved they decided to print 
them at lower cost from electrotypes mane by 
Charles Whiting of Beaufort House, London. 
A cheap grade of paper was used, and today 
the results are evident in the extremely poor 
condition of many of these stamps still extant. 
The only exception is an attractive 40d. 
stamp ordered from and engraved by the 
British-American Bank Note Company of 
Montreal. 
4 THE 
In 1872, because of a change in the mone­
tary system, a new series of stamps was 
issued, with the value inscribed in cents. 
The change was occasioned by the adoption of 
the decimal system, which had been debated 
since early in 1 866. The order was again 
given to Charles Whiting, who electrotype­
printed the stamps at a minimum cost. 

Although the stamps were scheduled for 
release on January I st of I 872, they were 
actually chronicled as follows in Le Timbre­
Poste: April, Jc & 3c; June, 4c, 6c, IOC, 
COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVII, NO. 4 



THE MYSTERY OF THE PRINCE EDWARD "QUEEN " 
(Fig. 3); July, 2c & 12c. It will be seen by 
this that the stamps were released at irregu­
lar intervals. 

So it was that in the summer of 1872 a 
philatelic mystery of fantastic proportions 
filled the air with speculation. From Otta­
wa to Washington, from San Francisco to 
Hamburg, bridging oceans and spanning con­
tinents, the enigma of the IO cent Prince Ed­
ward Island stamp alike mystified collectors, 
postal administrations and the editors of 
philatelic journals. 

No one could understand it. How was it 
possible for a stamp, issued by a British 
colony, picturing no less a person than Queen 
Victoria, to pop up like a jack-in-the-box in 

Fig. 3 . The 10 cent Prince Edward Island 
"Queen" adhesive. 

various parts of the world , only to disappear 
completely ; reappear, and then disappear 
again to be seen no more. 

The fugitive IO cent "Queen" was first 
illustrated and described in Le Timbre-Poste, 
edited by M. Moens, a Belgian. The stamp 
was not questioned , but accepted as being the 
most beautiful in the issue. A prominent 
Parisian dealer was quoted as to its authen­
t1c1 ty. All of the philatelic publications of 
the day took it up as a veritable issue. Only 
the Prince Edward Island post office was 
baffled by the reports. 

Illustrated in figure 4 is a reconstruction 
from the Philatelic ] ournal. That ill-fated 
B ritish publication was launched in January, 
1872, and ran for only one year. In its first 
number the editor announced that he would 
produce the finest stamp magazine in the 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. xxvn,
THE PHILATELICAL JOURNAL. 

Jn1 15, 1871. IOJ 

Paurc1 Enwuo 1sLAJ10.-Nttr1 urils.-We 
hHc the pleasure to preac:nt our readen wida 
fac:..Umilet of live other values. The IOweat 
ud llisbeat nlaea we think will be new to 

m01t of our 
readers; ther 
are the hand · 
aomeat of the 
aeries, and 
the . coloun 
are well 
cbe>Kn. The 
1oc:. we hlYe 

HC lft .. ncl our engraving is from Lt 1i•6rt• 
P1111, wh-:rc the colour is statN to be-rosy · 
lilac, thia ia the shade of the 1 zc. hetorc us, 

and we al-

1 oc. rosy lilac. 
12c . ., ., 

on un-

Fig . 4. Reproduction from "The Phila­
telical journal" listing the 10 cents 
denomination . 

world , and that it would include colored 
illustrations. All of the stamps pictured in 
figure 4 were illustrated in their original col­
ors, and it is comical to see the IO cent and 
the 12 cent colored identically. Actually the 
10 cent is mauve. 

Coincidentally with the appearance of the 
JO cent Prince Edward , two counterfeiters in 
Birmingham, England, forged the 4 cent value 
and threw a quantity on the market. 
 NO. 4 5 



THE l\IIYSTERY OF THE PRINCE EDWARD "QUEEN" 
Original (Fig. 5) 

I. Perforated I I to 12 . 

2. Letters equal in height. 
3. Squares containing bottom num­

erals noticeably taller than the 
height of the label containing 
'FOUR CENTS.' 

Forgery (Fig. 6) 

I. Perforated I 3. 
2. Letters irregular in height. 
3. The squares are exactly the 

same height as the label. 

In an effort to stimulate the "Journal's" 
dying circulation, its editor obtained a number 
of these forgeries , overprinted them 'fraud' 
in red and had a specimen of the denatured 
forgery pasted in every copy of the Philatelic 
Journal . A sensation! 
6 THE C
Attention being focused on the counterfeit­
ers and further quantities of the IO cent 
Prince Edward failing to appear, a delega­
tion of eminent British philatelists visited the 
stampic plagarists to learn the truth. Were 
they also the authors of the IO cent Prince 
Edward? No, they were not! The investi-

gation proved fruitless. 
The scene shifted once more to the new 

world. In New York city, J. W. Scott was 
preparing the fifth edition of the "Common 
Sense Postage Stamp Album," and in it pro­
vided spaces for the complete new issue of 
Prince Edward Island, although, as he men­
tioned in the American Journal of Philately, 
he had not seen the IO cent value. His fur­
ther comment was "The new set is a dis­
grace to any country." The July issue of his 
"Journal" featured a reduced diagram of a 
page from the album, devoted entirely to 
Prince Edward Island. There, in black and 
white, was a printed space for the elusive IO 

cent "Queen." 
In the meantime, S. Allan Taylor released 

information designed to hoodwink the New 
York dealers. One broadside reads: "The 
6 cents violet, and 12 cents green, quoted at 
15 cents and 30 cents, respectively, on the 
lists of Wm. P. Brown, J.B. Calder, Arthur 
E. Leach, D. K. Andrus, and some other 
juvenile stamp dabblers , are fraudulent. We 
have the authority of the Postmaster General 
of Prince Edward Island for our statement." 
At the same time he produced a correct list­
ing, carefully omitting any mention of the 

ro cent. 
With considerable acumen , Taylor had 

drawn a red herring across his trail-in the 
form of the Sparta provisional stamp, which 
he pushed with renewed vigor in order to 
throw any suspicious persons off the scent. 
The Sparta, Alabama, Confederate post­
master's provisional was almost the last of 
Taylor's fictitious products. In the years 
following the early impos1t10ns only the 
Sparta stamp was released , to be sold in large 
numbers. This in itself was unusual in the 
light of Taylor's story, which related how a 
Northern traveller braved the haunts of the 
Ku Klux Klan to find the only existing copy 

of this stamp. 
In figures 7, 8 and 9 can be seen the evo­

lution of a bogus stamp. At the left is a 
specimen of Saxony number 2, esteemed by 
early philatelic writers as an outstanding ex-
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVll, NO. 4 



THE l\!IvsTERY OF THE PRI NCE EDWARD " Q uEEN" 
Figs. 7, 8 & 9. Evolution of a bogus stamp - Saxony, Hamburg and Sparta, Al a. 
ample of st ampic art. Taylor was par tial to 
the st amps of Saxony. He took the 3 pfen­
nig fo r his basic design, and made a few al­
terations. He used the scrollwo rk and curl­
ing ornaments, but the inscription and arms 
of Saxony at top and center were changed 
to "Sparta, Ala." and a la rge "5" respect­
ively. For the bottom label Taylor made a 
rather humorous tr anslation of an insc rip­
tion on a Hamburg Local stamp which was 
very popular at th a t t ime. This was th e 
famous "Krantz P ost Man," shown at cen­
ter holding out a letter. The "Kr antz" 
stamp , issued ten yea rs before, w as also 
based on the 3 pfennig Saxon. 

The word "Kran tz" in German can be 
translated 'garland' or ' festoon.' It permits 
of many whimsical interpret ations. The 
name "Liede rkrantz" for example, can be 
tr anslated ' tun eful bouquet.' T aylor has 
transformed the postm an "W. Krantz" of the 
H amburg Local into "W. Beard, P . M." in 
his Sparta provisional (Fig. 9) . 

The New York dealers, believing that 
Taylor was still occupied with th e Sparta 
stamp and similar fictions, did not suspect 
th at he had once more entered upon a foreign 
adventure. 

For some time Taylor ha·d been intending 
to open an office in New York city, and as 
soon as he saw th e space provided for the IO 

cent Prince Edward in the "Common sense 
Album," he packed hi s carpet bag and headed 
for Gotham. Once in New York, he rented 
a little desk space in an office at 39 Nassau 
street, opposite the old General P ost Office. 

Th at famous edifice, in former times the 
Middle Dutch Church , had a curious history. 
Built in Colonial times, the church ultimately 
came into the possession of the federal gov­
ernment, and, after minor alterations, it was 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVII, N
reopened as th e General Post Office. Its 
deep interior was a pit surrounded by a gal­
le ry, th e sides of which we re lined with high 
desks and waste baskets. In the pit m ail was 
so rted and hauled about in bags and on small 
wagons. Stamps were sold to the public on 
the gallery level. 

None of the dealers had as yet seen an 
ac tual specimen of the 10 cent Prince Ed­
ward. Taylor was in a qu andary. How was 
he to introduce it into th e market? While 
leaning agai nst the door he noticed boys rum­
magin g for st amps in th e post office waste 
baskets. Seized by an idea, he pasted a 
quantity of the st amps on bits of paper, can­
celed th em, and took them into the post office, 
which was once described by Postmaster Gen­
eral R and all as follows: 

" It is patched and battered , full of dark 
co rners and discomforts. The sunlight can 
scarce ly penetrate its gloomy interior. Gas 
is burnt there day and night, and men work 
by it . It is over an old graveya rd, and under 
its rotting flo ors lie skulls and bones and the 
damp mold of dead men. On removing the 
floor s for repairs a short time ago, these un­
welcome sights were exposed to view. The 
building is unfit for any use whatever, and 
ye t there-by gaslight, from night until 
mornin g, and from morning until night, three 
hundred men are at work and inhale a 
poisoned atmosphere w ith eve ry breath they 
draw." 

Into this a tmosphere came S. Allan Tay­
lor, and possibly it would have been difficult 
to determine w hence came th e higher odor­
from th e Prince Edward " Queens" in Tay­
lor "s pockets, or under the floor boards. 

While no one was looking T aylor carefully 
salted th e waste baskets with the canceled IO 

cent " Queens." He then returned to his 
O. 4 7 



THE l\ITYSTERY OF THE PRt NCE EDWARD "QUEEN" 
C ou rlr sy of th r Nrc;.:.: - Y o rl~ ll is t orico / Sori(' f)': Nt :-:.L: Y orh Cit y. 

Fig. 10. The Ol d Dutch Church Post Offi ce, at Nassau and Liberty streets, 
New York . Opposite from the Pos t Office , at the corner , is 39 Nassau 
street , S. Allan Tay lor's headquarters. 
office across the stree t to await develop­
ments. 

R esults were appa rent wi thin a few hou rs. 
Boys, delving for philatelic treasure, came 
up wi th Taylor's "Fools' Gold," and showed 
th e canceled st amps to the Nassau st ree t 
dealers. 

The next day, a short stocky figure , bea ring 
a cur ious resemblance to Louis Napoleon, 
could be seen flitting up and down Nassau 
street. It was S. Allan Taylor wi th a port­
folio under his arm, vending new issues from 
Prince Edward Isl and. 

One of his customers was William P. 
" J ersey" Brown, of 53 Nassau street , well 
know n as New York's first stamp dealer. 
Brown began to deal in stamps in 1860-
but let him t ell th e story in his own words. 

" I was a coin dealer in 1860, at th e corner 
of Broadway and Chambers st ree t, wi th a 
stand fastened to th e iron r ailing of the C ity 
8 THE C
H all park. Shortly af ter I hea rd that knots 
of people were gathering together in the 
lobby of the Post Office co rner of Liberty 
and Nassau streets, which building had pre­
viously been a church, and th at some were 
paying money for st amps and I was advised 
by two or three young lads to comm ence 
business in th em." 

According to Taylor, Brown was the pro­
moter of th e U. S. local st amps inscribed 
" Pips Daily M ail " which a re today li sted 
in th e catalog at $35· Significantly, the cat a­
log st a tes "No definite information is avail­
able on this post." Brow n's alleged spon­
so rship did not prevent Taylor from osten­
tatiously r eleasing a rival " Pips" on faw n 
paper ea rly in 1865 (Fig. 10). D own's Dis­
patch (F ig. 1 I) , an appropriately n amed 
local, was produced at th e same time. 

Brown was th e first publisher to issue 
price lists for dealers, th e cove rs of which 
OLLECTORS CLUB PH lLATELIST, VOL . XXVll, NO. 4 



THE MYSTERY OF THE PRINCE EDWARD "QUEEN" 

T

Fig. 10. ( left ). Pip' s " Local. " Fig. fl. 
(right) . Down's Dispatch . Below : An 

S. Allan Taylor Price List that appeared 
on the book cover of "The Timbro­
philist, " a Boston, Mass. publication 
about September, 1874. Many of the 
offerings were counterfeit. 

THE ST AMP COLLECTOR'S RECORD. I 
======-~-~=~======================~==~· 

8. Allan Taylor's Packet List of Foreign Postage Stamps. 
39 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK. 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE PRINCE EDWARD " QUEEN" 
Co11rt esy of N ew-Y ork l-lisl orical Society, l\Te-z.v Y ork City. 
Above. Another view of the old Dutch 
Church Post Office from the south. 

were printed separately, so that a number of 
dealers might use the same list at small ex­
pense. S. Allan Taylor used Brown's second 
edition ( 18]!, 29 pages) , but, af ter an argu­
ment with Brown, failed to obtain the inside 
pages of the third edition, being left with 
only the cover. Shortly thereafter Brown 
published these lines in his "Kuriosity Kabi­
net": "The imitations of Taylor of Boston , 
not being well executed , and displaying so 
many new colors, are generally discarded ." 
Taylor was greatly annoyed. No doubt it 
gave him special satisfaction to sell Brow n 
the IO cent "Queen." 

But unfortunately for Taylor, one of the 
dealers had sent an order for the IO cent to 
Prince Edward Island, and only a few days 
later, shortly after Taylor's arrival, received 
a refund , together with a letter denying the 
existence of any such denomination. 

Quickly the word spread . Something was 
rotten in Prince Edward Island. Or per-
THE CO
haps it was 39 Nassau street. Putting two 
and two together, a gathering of dealers de­
nounced Taylor and recommended that he 
be ridden out on a ra il. " Jersey" Brown had 
got his dander up. For two years he had 
borne Taylor's jibes with toler ant good 
humor. T aylor referred to him in print as 
" Limping Billy" the "agent of Ananias," the 
"chef-de-cuisine" of "humbug on the half 
shell ," a "pu rveyor of addled hen fruit" pos­
sessing "a game leg of aromatic propensi­
ties. " "Even Jersey became too hot to hold 
the animated ca rcass of 'Limping Billy,'" 
wrote the ebullient Taylor, concluding: "We 
would remind the N. Y. Board of Health 
that the removal of 'Limping Billy' to Bar­
ren I sland is a public necessity, requiring 
immediate attention." 

William P . Brown's humor vanished. The 
"Queenie" was Taylor's last straw. Waving 
a stick, Brown threatened to pulverize him. 

In the face of the advancing Brown, Tay­
lor fled the premises. He took it on the 
hook, as Captain Cuttle would say, and 
LLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVII , NO. 4 



THE MYSTERY OF THE PRINCE EDWARD " QUEEN" 
C ourt esy of tl1 e }lew Y ori(. Hi storica l S ocie t y, N e<i,:.; Y ork Cit y . 
found refuge on a Brooklyn ferry boat. In 
figure 12 the ferry is shown approaching at 
lower left , while a p'acket boat glides by in 
the background. On the opposite shore lies 
Brooklyn, the North American equivalent of 
the Cretan Labyrinth, where anyone can dis­
appear in a matter of minutes. Thus did S. 
Allan Taylor escape th e wrath of William 
P. Brown, who, being slightly lame, was 
unable to catch the slippery "Philatelic 
Ishmael of Boston." 

Taylor 's venture in New York was a trial 
balloon, so his rapid exit caused him little 
inconvenience. No sooner had he returned. 
to Boston than a 15 cent ultramarine Prince 

Fig. 13 . The 1 5 cents ultramarine 
Bogus value. 

Edward (Fig. 13) appeared. People smiled 
and shook their heads when he displayed it. 
Nobody was fooled. Taylor had shot his 
last bolt. The age of easy imposition was 
over. 
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Fig. 12. The Brooklyn ferry boat ap­
proaching New York city. By means of 
this vessel S. Allan Taylor escaped the 
wrath of William P. Brown. 

In M arch, 1873, William P. Brown -went 
to Japan to join his father, the Rev. Nathan 
Brown, D. D ., who was engaged in translat­
ing the Bible into Japanese. An indication 
of the esteem in which Brown was held by 
his journalistic contemporaries is revealed in 
a British editorial comment: "We wish Mr. 
Brown all possible success; and as the in­
habitants of Japan are such apt imitators of 
European fashion, we trust he will succeed 
in rendering philately popular amongst 
them." While in Japan Brown was employed 
as a printer by the Imperial Government, 
and gathered curosities in every free moment. 

During Brown's absence Taylor retljrned 
to New York city and established himself 
in a less transitory office at 39 Nassau street. 
A year had passed when Brown reappeared, 
laden with oriental curiosities and coins. 
His stamp, coin and curiosity shop once more 
open for business, he invited a collector named 
Coster to place his collection of counterfeit 
and fictitious stamps on display. Taylor 
hea rd of the exhibition and with an eager 
eye inspected the philatelic rogues · gallery to 
see if his own works were prominently repre-
. 4 IL 



TH E MYST E RY OF T HE PR INCE ED WA RD " Q UEEN" 
Fig. 14. Brown' s " local " and (Fig. 15 ) Taylor's caricature. Fig . 16 (ri ght ) 
is one of Tayl or's " Western Franks ." 

Interior of the o ld Dutch Church Pos t Off ice, the scene of the planted Pr ince Edward 
" Queens." The building was over a highly aromatic o ld grave yard and it was f inally 
condemned and abandoned in favor of the new General Post Off ice in 187 5. 
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TH E MYSTE R Y OF TH E PRI NCE E DWAR D " Q UEEN" 
sented. Th ey w ere. T aylor sought and soon 
found r evenge. 

In 1876 Brow n iss ued a set of fi ve " L ocal" 
stamps (Fig. 14 ) depicting him self pushing 
a wheelb a rrow fi ll ed with letter s, w hereupon 
T aylor released a peculi a r fo rge ry (F ig. IS) 
as a prac tical joke on B rown. The fo rge ry, 
printed in red on g reen paper, a truly di a­
bolical combin ation, pictures a devil ass ist ing 
Brown from the rear. When ques tioned 
about th e odd aspect of th e stamp , T aylor 's 
stock r epl y w as, " Brown has bee n up to some 
deviltry and th e dev il is going to do Brown 
up brown! " 

Afte r r emaining fo r three yea rs in New 
Y ork , T aylor return ed perm anently to Bos­
ton. H e iss ued no more fic titi ous st amps 
(with th e exception of a transposed I re land ), 
concentra ting in stead on bog us "W estern 
F ranks" of which fig ure 16 is a good example. 

W e left the Eu ropeans in th e mi ddl e of 
th eir hunt fo r th e sou rce of th e elus ive IO 

cent "Q ueen. " L etters fi ll ed " ·ith Gall ic 
irony appea red in th e st amp journ als, needl ing 
va rious phil atelic auth or ities. E ach expe rt 
acc used anoth er of fois t ing the I O cent 
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" Queen" on the public. M. Moens , himself 
recognized as a prac tical joker , w as not 
above suspicion. 

Afte r a long correspondence it fin ally be­
came cl ea r th a t th e source of th e specimen 
" ·hich had o rigin ally been illu strat ed in L e 
Ti mbre- P as te w as one Juliu s Goldner, a 
E urop ean wholesaler w ho had distributed the 
1 o cent. toge th er with th e genuin e denomi­
nations. th ro ughout wes tern E u rope. Among 
hi s customers w as th e ve ry prominent P a risian 
dealer. J\!Ionsieur X , w ho unwittingly accepted 
th e stamp as an auth entic new issue and for­
\\·a rd ed a copy to M . Moens fo r illustration. 
G oldner tes tifi ed th at he had innocently ob­
t a in ed th e st amps from one C. M . Seltz, a 
st <! mp deale r doin g business out of Sr Wash­
ington stree t . Boston, U. S. A . H e knew 
only th at l\I r. Seltz was said to be a vener­
abl e old gentleman, interes ted only in helping 
st amp coll ector s. 

Actu all y C. iVI. Se ltz was a coined name, 
each lette r of " ·hich stood fo r th e initi al of 
a di ffe rent member of th e syndicate of un­
offi cial st amp m anu fac ture rs w hose acknowl­
edged chi ef \\·as S. A ll an T aylor. 
The last local ma il. Clerks and city carri e rs s inging and cheering out of the 
sheer joy before leaving the o ld Dutch Church Pos t Office . 
O. 4 13 



THE MYSTERY OF THE PRINCE EDWARD "QUEEN " 
Further inquiry as to the whereabouts of 
the shadowy Seltz was made, and the fol­
following message was received by Julius 
Goldner: 

"Dear Herr Goldner: 
I regret to inform you that Seltz is dead. 

Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) E. I. Bancroft, Jr." 

This was the crowning gem of the great 
hoax. The name Bancroft had during the 
early days of Philately a double meaning. It 
was synonymous with bogus. When a col­
lector wished to denounce a stamp as bogus 
he said: "Ah, another Bancroft! " M. Moens, 
when the first stamp of Sarawak was issued 
(he believed it to be bogus) said in his maga­
zine: "We have just received Bancroft II in 
the form of a pretended 'Sarawak' issue." 

The Bancroft stamp, issued in 1865 , had 
its origin in the brain of a Montreal dealer 
named Nutter. He proposed to issue an ex­
press stamp for a local furniture-mover and 
baggage-smasher named Bancroft. Taylor 
got wind of the plot, examined the design and 

Fig. 17. Taylor's doubly-bogus Bancroft. 

issued "an elegant woodcut engraving" (Fig. 
r]) depicting a young man sporting " pendant 
Dundreary whiskers." Taylor's doubly­
bogus Bancroft stamp was well received in 
Europe, but no sooner did Nutter learn of 
Taylor's trick than he informed the European 
editors that the one and only genuine and 
original Bancroft stamp would soon be issued. 
A few weeks later the new and altered Nutter 
stamp appeared. His Bancroft was in pro­
file, wearing the full h.:ard of an Amish 
farmer. 

The French album publisher, Lallier, pro­
vided a space for the Bancroft under Canada. 
In his ninth edition, published in 1870, Lal­
lier took the stamp from Canada and placed 
it alongside the New York Postmaster's 
stamp (which pictures George Washington), 
THE C
reportedly on the instigation of Taylor, who 
is said to have explained to the gullible 
Frenchman that "Bancroft was a great man, 
comparable with George Washington." 

Only a few weeks after writing the "Ban­
croft" letter to Goldner, S. Allan Taylor 
publicly acknowledged himself to be the 
author of the fictitious IO cent "Queen." 
His decl aration brought forth a variety of 
comments. 

J. W. Scott, New York: "A well-manu­
factured swindle by a well-known coun­
terfeiter!" 

l\!Ionsieu r l\lloens, Belgium: "A rotten pro­
duction of the Bostonians!" 

Monsieur X, Paris: " I told everyone I was 
not the father of that "Queen" stamp. 
Now perhaps my word will be taken!" 

Charley Lyford, Boston: "You win!" 

And as usual S. Allan Taylor had the last 
word. Said Taylor: "A practical joke-of 
the highest kind." 

WILLIAM J. ECKHARDT, a profes­
sional, of New York, and a playwright, is an­
other of the outstanding group of younger 
philatelists. His broad interests, in stamps, 
embrace counterfeits and reprints-primitive 
postage stamps which have been extensively 
forged and reprinted, such as Heligoland, 
Tibet, Stellaland, the "Lion" type of Persia, 
Transvaal and Abyssinia, plus counterfeits 
issued by early American fakers and their 
histories. His interest in S. Allan Taylor 
has led to his article in this issue, and the 
formation of an S. Allan Taylor Memorial 
Collection which will go to the Philatelic 
Foundation. This will include all stamps 
made by Taylor, photographs and auxiliary 
material. Donations to this collection are 
being earnestly sought. He is a member of 
The Collectors Club, the American Philatelic 
Society and the Columbia Theater Associates, 
and is tremendously interested in the art of 
the theater. 
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COSTA RICA 
First Postage Stamps of 1863 

Costa Rican government archives 

and American Bank Note Co. files 

yield off ic ial da ta on the issue 

By R. J. MECHIN with ALEX A. COHEN 
This is the third and concluding article in 
the series, the two previous installments 
having been published in the April (Pages 7 
to 17) and July ( Pages 23 to 41) issues of 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST. 

d. S FAR as we know Decrees covering 
L}.' missent foreign mail are as follows: 

£1\.. Decree No. 2 of September 9, 
1862, Art. 7, in part, "Nor can letters, small 
packages and printed matter of the exterior 
le ave Post Offices without the necessary 
stamps according to their value ... Should 
these (the interested parties) not desire to 
pay it or for any reason should not come to 
receive their co rrespondence, it should be con­
sidered "dead" after one year ... " 

Decree XV of June 9, I 866, Art. 3, in part, 
"For the purpose of expediting the despatch 
and delivery of correspondence arriving from 
the exterior, the pl acing of the necessary 
stamps on each letter or parcel will be 
omitted ... " 

Two most interesting covers illustrating 
the handling of this class of mail according to 
th e two decrees above are shown here. (Fig. 
21) .• 

The first cover was mailed from Man­
chester, England, November 30, 1872 to San 
Jose', Porto Rico, but was missent to San 
Jose', Costa Rica (no doubt due to the per­
sistent British refusal to spell Puerto Rico 
in the Spanish manner) , apparently arriving 
from Limon via the Royal West Indies Mail, 
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whose steamers were m aking mon thly calls 
at Limon in this period (see "steamer Mails" 
later in this article), before touching at the 
Isthmus. 

The second of these covers (Fig. 22) shows 
the face and reverse of an official ("Service 
Publico") Costa Rican letter to the addressee 
of th e missent letter and is clearly marked 
Advi se (or Notice) of Missent Letter 
("Aviso de car ta rezagada.") Due to the re­
g rettable and exasperating Latin American 
habit of scribbling, and particularly figuring, 
all over folded letter sheets and then te aring 
off the part of the sheet containing the written 
message, we can only guess a t the contents of 
this letter. But from the dates on these two 
letters and the final disposition of the first , it 
seems obvious that the latter was a "dun­
ning" letter and that in some manner Sr. 
Hernais (or Hernois) remitted the proper 
amount, either 2 real es or 4 re ales (the 
latter to pay for an incoming foreign letter 
plus an outgoing foreign letter charge) . 

The straight line marking on each cover 
can be translated "General Postal Adminis­
tration of Costa Rica" (very freely our 
"Post Office Department"), San Jose J anu­
ary 14, 1873; the date being that when official 
cognizance was taken of the missent letter. 

On the reverse of the missent letter are the 
following circular postmarks: ST. THOM­
AS-A-AP 13-73. ST. THOMAS-A-MY 
14-73 and SAN JUAN-17-MA ( ?) Y-73-
PORTO RICO. A reasonable guess as to 
O. 4 15 
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Fi g. 2 1. 
w hat h appened to this lette r a fte r th e Cost a 
Rican P ost Office D epartment h ad received 
th e proper amount w ould be: 

1. Sent from San Jose' , Cos t a Rica vi a 
Limon to C olon ,..,· here th e British -td st amp 
w as add ed ( E 88 m arking). Possibly th e 
Colon postm a rk of April 5 ind ica tes w hen th e 
letter was st a rted for San J ose' , Puerto Rico 
( it also could be th e da te of arri val at Colon ) . 

2. Why after th e letter a rrived at St . 
Thomas on April 13 it w as ret u rn ed to Colon 
on April 23 and again a rrived at St. Thomas 
on May I 4, is bafflin g, to say th e leas t , and 
is of no inte res t to us. 

3. At any r ate it fin ally a rr ived at San 
Juan, Puerto Rico on M ay I 7 approxim ately 
four month s af te r it ·was officially r ecognized 
at San Jose', Cost a Rica ! 

A very inte res ting side light is brought out 
by a study of the offi cial Cos t a Rican cove r. 
A s w as logical it w as sent vi a Punta renas 
by the contract steamers to P anama a rriving 
(presumably) th e re F ebrua ry 5th. There 
th e two Briti sh 1d st amps were added ( th e 
cancell ation s appear to be the C35) to ca rry 
th e lette r to its des tination. From th e R e­
port of th e P ost al Service fo r 1880 we h ave 
th e followin g : " E N GLISH STAMPS. I 
must st a te th at th e small benefi t which th e 
gove rnment w as able to secure in this matte r 
T H E C
j ust consists in th e lesse r r ate a t which ex­
change fo r English money is secured in 
P anama." "ENGLISH STAM PS. Those 
suppli ed to th e Sup reme Gove rnment fo r the 
fr anking of its co rrespondence to th e ex terior 
have been cove red by rece ipts of th e postal 
se rvice itself w hich amounted to $232.07. 

It \\'oul d seem from th e above th at the 
British Consu l in P anama who, acco rding to 
G. N or iega's excell ent a rticles entitled " D ata 
On T he H is to ry of Cost a Rican Cancell a­
t ions" \\'hich appeared se ri ally in th e Costa 
R ica F ilatf'lica , also ac ted as P a rcel Agent 
( in 1858) or a British P ost al Agency han­
d led all offi cial Cost a Rican mail to fo reign 
co untries and req uired th at such mail be 
fra nked w ith British st amps. Just w hy th e 
offi cia l letter requi red only 2d post age and 
the missent lette r 4d is entirely beyond the 
w riter 's knowled ge, but at leas t we have some 
kn owl edge as to hmv one class of mail to 
fo reign co unt r ies was h andled befo re Cost a 
Rica join ed th e U . P . U . 

Attenti on is called to R. B. Pres ton 's and 
lVL H . Sanborn 's ve ry inte resting a rticle, 
" P UERTO RI CO. P ostal Markings of the 
1855- 1873 P eriod" in Th e S tamp S pPcialist­
White book w here th e mi ssent cove r w as il­
lus tr a ted and its Puerto Rican features of 
interes t desc ribed. 
OLLECTORS CLU B P H ILAT ELIST, VOL. XXV ll , NO. 4 
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Registered Mail 

Art. 16 of the Decree of September 9, 
1862 specifies the registration fee as 4 reales 
on "interior" letters and 8 re ales (one peso) 
for "foreign" letters, irrespective of weight. 
The regular postage fees were to be addi­
tional. The fact that there were only two 
registered letter rates bears out the conten­
tion that there was no indemnification for loss 
of registered mail, at least until Costa Rica 
joined the U. P. U., and that "registered" 
mail was simply a method of assuring the 
sender that the addressee had received the 
letter. 

Figure 23 

Shown here is a registered cover used in 
I 864 as well as the inside of the flap of this 
envelope, which shows the signature of the 
addressee. This was according to the origi­
nal regulations of 1839 governing registered 
mail. In other words the envelope was re­
turned to the sender with the signature of 
the addressee. For this service the sender 
paid 4 reales (and 8 re ales on foreign let­
ters 23

) supposedly in addition to the regular 
postage which, incidentally, was not done in 
this particular case. 

The original instructions of 1839 regard­
ing registered mail specified no additional 
postage was to be charged and as the De­
cree of September 9, 1862 gave no specific 
instructions as to how this class of mail was 
to be handled but merely the rates, the post­
master at Alajuela apparently disregarded 
the "additional postage rate." True, the 
regulations of 1859 also specified "postage 
additional" but we think it hardly likely that 
enough registered letters were sent from any 
city in Costa Rica this early, except San Jose' 
and possibly Puntarenas, for the postmasters 

23 It is difficult to see how an envelope or some other 
form of receipt would be returned from a forei~n 
country. Possibly some sort of receipt was furni shed 
the sender from the last town in Costa Rica through 
which the Jetter passed but nothing of thi s sort is 
indicated in any regulations we have seen to date. 

24 The Report of the Postal Service for 1861 shows 
income from registered letters to have been I peso 
4 reales; at the 1859 rates then prevailing, this would 
have represented ( 1) thre e "Interior" registered let­
ters, ( 2) one registered letter to Central America and 
'°"e registered "Interior" letter or ( 3) one registered 
letter to a "Foreign country. This for a whole year! 
18 THE C
of the smaller c1t1es to pay much attention to 
a change in regulations on registered letters." 

Unfortunately, the cover illustrated is the 
only registered letter carrying a stamp of the 
first issue which the writer has seen so we 
are not able to state that the detailed instruc­
tions of 1839 were followed in all cases of 
registered letters. 

Undoubtedly, the registration fee require­
ment contributed to the President's request 
for stamps of the 4 reales and one peso values. 

As has just been shovvn under "Rates," 
the Report of the Postal Service for 1874 pro­
posed a " modification" in "the postage of 
registered letters" which we believe from 
the wording meant an increase in the regis­
tration fee. So far we h3ve been unable to 
determine that such an increase was author­
ized. In connection with registered rates 
the following is from "The Cyclopedia of 
United States Postmarks & Postal History," 
Vol. No. 2, pages 5 and l 5 of Article 28 in 
the column headed "Feb. l 880 letters Yz oz.": 
quotes a rate from the United States to east­
ern ports of Costa Rica of 13C plus roe on 
registered letters British mail via Colon pay­
ment of postage to frontier only. 

As far as we know possibly the only mark­
ing indicating registration used on stamps of 
the first issue was the "REGISTRADA" in 
" horse-shoe." We have not yet seen a cover 
bearing stamps of this issue with this marking. 

'Dead Letters 

Articles 6 and 7 of the Decree of September 
9, 1862 indicate that all mail going into the 
post offices, whether of the " Interior" or in­
coming or outgoing "Foreign" classes had to 
be fully prepaid. Apparently proper notice 
was given that such unpaid letters, parcels 
or printed matter were in the post office and 
if the charges were not paid "at the con­
clusion of one year they (the postmasters) 
will credit themselves with their (the corre­
spondence) value subject to the customary 
formalities." We believe the " subject to the 
usual formalities" refers to the handling of 
dead letters as specified for the years l 839 
and 18.J.4, which required that this class of 
mail be transmitted to the General Post 
Office at San Jose' at the end of the period 
mentioned where packages were sold at auc­
tion and letters burned. 
OLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVll, NO. 4 
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Fig. 23. 
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"'ii" . i!L fit 
Free Mail (Franking Privilege ) 

App arently the only requirement as to 
"Official" mail was contained in the phrase in 
Art. I 5 (which also specified the classes of 
mail enjoying this privilege and provided pen­
alties for violation thereof) of the Decree of 
September 9, I 862 which states," ... provided 
such official letters carry the mark of the 
respective office." (The words are thus 
marked by the writer.) 

Two covers typical of this stipulation , are 
shown here. Another cover shown apparently 
went through the mails "Franked Free" al­
though "Diplomatic" mail was not mentioned 
as enjoying the franking privilege. Continu­
ing, another cover is pictured which went 
through the mails apparently as a free 
franked cover and it is possible that the coat 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVII, NO
of arms on the flap had a significance which 
we do not see at this time but which was 
entirely familiar to the post office officials of 
San Jose.' (This cover bears the postal 
marking mentioned earlier under "Rates.") 

The last cover in this group of which we 
have a record is shown illustrated here, and 
while it does not show the "respective office" 
it seems most likely th at it was a "free 
franked" cover, for we believe , in general, 
that the "FRANCO" marking was used to 
indicate the use of the franking privilege 
while the 'FRANQUEADO" marking was 
used to indicate prepayment of postage. 

An interesting sidelight on how the frank­
ing privilege must have been expanded from 
time to time (and abused!) without any men­
tion seeming to have been made of it is shown 
by the Minister of the Treasury's Report on 
. 4 21 
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the Postal Service for 1872 from which we 
quote, "On account of an easily understand­
able sentiment, mail of the students of the 
San Luis College of Cartago has been exempt 
from the payment of postage but a number of 
abuses having taken place, it became neces­
sary to cancel this privilege." (See the cover 
which was written by the then president of 
this college.) 

It might be well to note here that Costa 
Rica had always been very progressive in 
the matter of carrying printed matter through 
the mails free or at very low rates as note 
the specific mention in Art. 15 of the De­
cree of September 9, 1862: " . . . Loose 
printed matter or that under wrapper, dis­
patched by interior mail is also exempt from 
the payment of postage." This consistent 
policy of making reading matter and news 
free or available as cheaply as possible to 
the population has borne fruit as there is 
no que 0 tion but that Costa Rica is the most 
progressive and has the highest percentage 
of literacy of any of the Central American 
Republics. 

Mail Routes, Roads and Mail Carriers 

The development of mail routes up to the 
issuance of the first stamps has been brought 
out in previous chapters. Numerous addi­
tions were made in the period from the fall 
of 1862 to 1883 v.rhich we will attempt to 
list at this time. From the Report of the 
Postal Service for 1863-186+ and earlier in­
formation it would seem that as of Septem­
ber 9, 1862 the following postal routes ex­
isted in Costa Rica: 

r. The route from 
tals of the other 
Heredia, Alajuela 
mails. 

San Jose' to the capi­
interior provinces, i.e. 
and Cartago. Daily 

2. The route to the Atlantic starting from 
San Jose', which passed through Cartago on 
the way to Moin. Monthly mail. 

3. The route to Terraba and Boruca from 
San Jose ' which was probably overland. 
Monthly mail. This was part of the overland 
route to Province of Panama of the Republic 
of Colombia. 

4. The route to Puntarenas from San 
Jose' which passed through Heredia, Alajuela, 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELJST, VOL. XXVII , NO
Atenas, Desmonte (Aguacate), La Garita, 
San l\!Iateo, Esparta and Barranca. Alter­
nate days. 

5. From San Jose' to Grecia and San 
Ramon, via Alajuela. Twice per week. 

6. From San Jose' to Liberia, via route 4 
above, thence from Puntarenas by water to 
Bebedero, thence through Bagaces. Twice 
per week. 

7. The route from San Jose' to Rivas in 
Nicaragua via route 6 above, thence from 
Liberia to Rivas. Weekly mail. 

According to the Report of the Postal 
Service for 1872 it became necessary to in­
crease the reimbursement in the contract for 
the carrying of the mails from Puntarenas to 
San Jose' due to the increase in the receipt 
of foreign mails. 

The Report of the Postal Service for 1873 
states, in part, "The establishment of trains 
running between the capital and the provinces 
of Alajuela, Heredia and Cartago has facili­
tated the sending and receipt of interior cor­
respondence twice a day. With the port oi 
Puntarenas we have it daily in addition to 
extraordinary dispatches bringing the foreign 
mai ls immediately upon the arrival of the 
steamers. Twice a week with the Province 
of Guanacaste, four times a month with the 
jurisdiction (territory) of Limon and once 
a month with the Gulf of Dulce and the vil­
lages of Terraba and Boruca." From this 
it will be noted that the increases were in 
the mails between San Jose' and the capitals 
of the interior provinces, Puntarenas and the 
Atlantic coast. 

As will be noted later under "Steamer 
Mails," the out-going foreign first class mail 
for Europe and North America was tempo­
rarily routed through Limon at this time be­
cause of trouble with the Panama R . R. Co.'s. 
steamers on the Pacific, while the "printed 
matter" was still sent via Puntarenas due to 
the difficulties of the route to Limon. It 
should be kept in mind at all times that 
from the discovery of Costa Rica through 
the period of the first issue of stamps (J anu­
ary I , 1883) the lack of roads was one of the 
chief problems of the country although ef­
forts to improve this condition was ever a 
chief consideration of all governments af ter 
independence and valiant efforts were made 
and accomplishments completed on this ever­
pressing problem. In this respect as in so 
 . .j. 23 
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many other progressive attainments, Costa 
Rica was the leader in Central America. 

From the quotation from the Report of 
the Postal Service for 1873 above, it will be 
noted that by this time the port of Moin 
had been abandoned in favor of Limon. As 
we know, from the earliest days after free­
dom from Spanish rule Costa Ric a had striven 
for an outlet to the Atlantic and great ex­
penditures had been made in these efforts, 
mainly in two directions, i. e. the route down 
the Sarapiqui and San Juan rivers to Grey­
town which was abandoned in 1859 25 and 
the route to Moin which port was given up in 
favor of Limon, the latter remaining the 
chief Atlantic seaport up to the time of writ­
ing this article. 

From the Report of the Postal Service for 
1874 we have the following: "The inhabi­
tants of Grecia, in the province of Alajuela 
are interested in having more frequent com­
munications with this capital (San Jose'), 
establishing three mails per week in place of 
those now running." The Report goes on to 
state that this suggestion had the approval 
of the President of the Republic and quite 
likely was approved. From this same source 
we learn that difficulties with the rail road 
toward Limon (from Cartago) occurred and 
for this reason we believe that from time to 
time in this particular period very little, if 
any, of the outgoing foreign mail went by 
way of Limon at this time (see "Railroads" 
later.) 

Further data are available from the Re­
ports of the Postal Service for 1879 and 1880 
and may be summarized as follows: 

Daily service from Alaj uela to Grecia, 
passing through San Pedro, was established 
in 1878. 

Mails were re-established between Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua in the former year. 

There are indications that direct monthly 
service was established from Heredia, to 
Sarapiqui and a twice weekly service to San 
Antonio de Belen touching at San Francisco 
and San Joaquin , and also a service from 
Grecia to Naranjo. 

Two items from the 1879 Report seem 
worth quoting. "Terraba and Boruca have 

25 Might possibly have been in 1860 as it is mentioned 
in the Report of the Postal Service for that year. 
24 THE CO
been given postal communications and the 
mayors of these villages are charged with 
the respective administrations; since the mail 
is among these indi ans for ten days in the 
mountains, and under danger, an allotment 
has been established for the carrier who car­
ries it to the villages mentioned." 

L ater the water-land route again appar­
ently superceded this overland route. "The 
Limon route has surprisingly increased; con­
siderable mail and articles of value have 
been sent by it to that section and the ex­
terior; and if service by th at line continues 
as regular as it is now, before long it will 
be preferred by commerce to the southern 
route ( Puntarenas-Panama) ." 

A writer who visited the railroad construc­
tion out of Limon in the late summer of 1879 
mentions seeing the bi-monthly courier from 
San Jose ', and his escort, with the mail on 
their dusty mules after a three day trip. 
The best description we have regarding the 

status of roads in Costa Rica is as follows, 
and it should be borne in mind that these 
data apply to sometime between the spring of 
1884, after intensive work had been resumed 
on the railroad to Limon, and T ovember 23, 
1886 :26 

" Road from Puntarenas to Limon 

From Puntarenas to Esparta about 14 
miles by railro ad . 

From Esparta to San Mateo about 12 

miles by splendid wagon road. 

From San Mateo to Atenas about 12 

miles by wagon road. 
From Atenas to Garita 3 miles by a 

very up and down road. 
From Garita to San Jose ' 21 miles of 

splendid wagon road. 
From Garita to Alajuela 9 miles by 

wagon road. (The wagon road divides 
at Garita) 

From Alajuela, where the central divi­
sion of the r ailroad begins, to Heredia 
6 )I,! miles by railroad. 

From Heredia to San Jose' 6)1,! miles by 
railroad. 

From San Jose' to Tres Rios 6)1,! miles 
by railroad. 

2• "The Republic of Costa Rica" by Joaquin B. Calvo. 
This work was completed by November 23, 1886. 
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COSTA RICA 
SKETCH MAP SHOWING 
PRINCIPAL POSTAL ROUTES 

1863- 1883 
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From Tres Rios to Cartago 7 miles by 
railroad. 

From San Jose' to Carrillo (now Gua­
piles) 25 miles by remarkably good 
wagon road.* 

From the above it is apparent that once 
the railroad reached Carrillo (now Guapiles), 
and probably as it approached that point, the 
mail to the Atlantic coast was not routed 
through Cartago as had been the case earlier 
but was routed in the most direct line from 
San Jose' to the rail head. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVII, NO. 4
All towns or villages of Costa Rica 
are connected by wagon roads more or 
less well built, except the city of Liberia 
in Guanacaste, communication with 
which is effected by Puntarenas and the 
Gulf of Nicoya, for the reason that this 
way is a convenient one, and also that 
in the rainy season the tract between 
Esparta and Bagaces can not be traveled 
by reason of its dangerous rivers. The 
navigation of the Gulf of Nicoya is 
chiefly that of little steamers carrying 
the Guanacaste mail. 
 25 
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Communication with the extreme south 
coast is made w ith small boats carrying 
the mails to Terraba and Boruca, at the 
north of the Gulf of Dulce." 

From the Report of the Postal Service for 
1873 it would seem the route overland to 
Terraba and Boruca was changed to a water 
and land route, the mails being carried in­
land to those towns after being l anded at 
some point on the Gulf of Dulce but from 
the Reports of 1879 this service had been 
abandoned and re-established. 

While it is known from early reco rds how 
the m a ils were carried between towns on 
foot and by stage and the development of 
steamer se rvice on the Pacific some years 
before the first stamps we re issued (contract 
was signed Feb. 24, 1858) and in this article 
(l ater on) the development of th e carrying 
of the m ails by stage, r ailroads and other 
s teamers, we have very little data as to how 
the mails were handled in the very small 
h amlets and what deliveries were made in 
the la rger cities during the period with wh ich 
we a re de alin g. 

Before proceeding to these two features of 
th e mail service in Costa Rica, just men­
tioned , there are two articles in the D ecree 
of September 9, 1862 w hich seem to warrant 
special attention. "Art. 9. Interior co rre­
spond ence may be carried by th e public posts, 
fr anked wi th the blue st amps and freely by 
express m essengers o r by private persons 
tr avelling from one town to another. For­
eign m ail sh all be considered a gove rnment 
monopoly; and for th at r eason it can nei th er 
be received, nor sent without advance pay­
ment of the postage fee." (The underlined 
word was done by th e writer) 

W e do not believe th at thi s indicates that 
any letters could be sent through the regu­
lar postal ch annels without the proper st amps 
but that it was permissable to carry letters 
between tow ns of C ost a Rica direct from 
o ne person, or business firm, to another with­
out st amps, provided th ey did not go through 
any post office but th at this was not per ­
missible in the case of incoming or outgoing 
fore ign mails. Articl e 14 of the above men ­
t ioned decree details th e regul ations for send­
ing outgoing foreign m ail by means other 
than through the regular pos t offi ce channels 
TH E CO LL ECTORS CL
but no change in r a tes is made and the let­
te r mu st be fully prepaid. 

The first mention of mail distribution to 
villages and h amlets having no post offices 
occurs in the Report of the Postal Service 
for 1872 which st ates in part : "A s no rurales 
( rural police) as yet exist for purpose of 
circulating correspondence addressed to per­
sons w ho do not live in the cities and towns 
where Administrators of Posts (postmasters) 
ex ist, such m a il is delivered to governors and 
political chiefs, in order that they may dis­
tribute it through their agents without ex­
pense to the addressees." This, we believe, 
was the first start of a system of mail de­
livery simil a r to our rural free delivery in the 
United Sta tes. 

The R egulations of 1859 mention, " . . . 
D elive ry of the mails by a letter carrier ... " 
in towns h aving postal facilities. Art. 6 of 
th e Decree of September 9, 1862 states in 
part, " Letters and printed matter mentioned 
deposited in letter box or delivered to post 
offices ... " The following from the Report 
of the Post al Service for 1874 further indi­
cates that m a il was delivered in the larger 
ci ti es, at least to business houses by letter 
carriers. " H e ( the President of Costa Rica) 
... proposes . .. the increase of another let­
ter carrier ( catero) fo r the Punta renas postal 
Administration , at least . .. from January to 
May 27 due to the greatly increased quantity 
of m a il s sent tij ere during this period , and 
th e convenience of distributing it immediately 
upon arrival for th e quick despatch of com­
m ercial busin ess." (U nderlining done by the 
writer) 

From th e above data we believe th at all 
during th e period 1862-1883 at least a lim­
ited amount of mail was delivered to indi­
vidual addressees by letter carriers in such 
cities as San Jose', Puntarenas, Cartago, Ala­
juela and H eredia . There is no evidence 
th at any special cha r ge was ever made for 
this "ca rri er " se rvice and no covers have been 
seen to indicate that such was the case; on 
th e contr ary eve rything points to the fact 
th a t no ex t ra ch a rge was m ade for this 
se rvice. 

27 Period of the maximum exports of coffee with nec­
es sary ship ping document s, invo ices, etc. 
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Diligencias or Stage Coaches and 
Mounted Mail Carriers 

The first use of Diligencias to carry the 
mails in Costa Rica is mentioned in postal 
records previous to 1862 and undoubtedly 
there was a considerable further use of this 
means of transporting the mails although 
we have no further details until the Report 
of the Postal Service for 1867. From this 
document we quote: "By orders Nos. I 5 I 
and r 77 of August 23, 1867 and February 26, 
1868 the salary of interior mail carriers (con­
ductors de correspondencia interior) ... was 
increased by thirty pesos for each, provided 
their runs were served by diligencias ... 
th e Government (issued) Order No. I 7 5 
of January 22 of the current year (probably 
I 868), permitting the Administrator General 
of Posts (Postmaster General) to pay for 
the ca rrying of (mail) sacks from this city 
(San Jose ') to Desmonte the sum of two 
hundred pesos, provided such be done dur­
ing all seasons and by means of stage-coaches 
( diligencias), a t least from here to Garita; 
and by virtue of which a vehicular run has 
already been established which carries on this 
part of the route (this was probably on the 
regular route to Puntarenas from the capi­
tal , author), although with some irregularity, 
persons who have to travel to Puntarenas in 
a manner less incommodious than the use of 
horses." 
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We think the phrase " interior mail car­
riers" refers to the men carrying the mails 
between the capital of the republic, San 
Jose', and the capitals of the interior prov­
inces, i. e. Cartago, Alajuela and Heredia. 
Apparently previous to this time all mails be­
tween these cities were not carried by means 
of diligencias. 

The next mention of the use, or rather of 
the curtailment of the use, of diligencias to 
transport the mails occurs in the Report of 
the Postal Service for 1874 as follows: "Since 
:March 9th, last , trains make two trips a day, 
leaving this capital (San Jose ') for each of 
the other provinces (Alajuela, Heredia and 
Cartago) with mails and returning in the 
morning and afternoon. For this reason the 
contract with the stagecoach company for 
the transportation of mails and passengers 
was cancelled ... a new contract was entered 
into with that company (the stagecoach) for 
one year for the purpose of furnishing with 
carts and coaches transportation of passen­
gers and freight (to and from the railroad 
stations) ... carrying at the same time the 
mail sacks from the stations to the centers of 
the cities and vice versa ... " 

Thus was the progress of the times re­
flected in the different method used to carry 
the mails in Costa Rica, as well as in other 
countries, and undoubtedly these diligencias 
were used less and less as the various sections 
of the railroad from coast to coast were com­
pleted. 
O. 4 27 
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While we are not able to find very defi­
nite mentions of mounted men carrying mail 
sacks along the various postal routes between 
towns, there seems little question but that 
the use of horses for this purpose increased 
steadily, especially to the outlying districts 
which were not served by the diligencias and 
later by the railroad. The last sentence in 
the Report of the Postal Service for 1867, 
previously quoted, suggests this, i.e. " . . . 
persons who have to travel to Puntarenas in a 
THE C
manner less incommodious than the use of 
horses," certainly suggests that horses would 
have been used by the carriers between Pun­
tarenas and San Jose'. And again in deal­
ing with a request for increased mail service 
between Grecia and San Jose' in the Report 
of the Postal Service for 1874 which has been 
quoted previously the Secretary of the Trea­
sury states that if such were done it would 
be necessary to increase the amount allotted 
"for the postilion (posta) making this run." 
Steamer Mails 
The mail steamers on the Pacific coast con­

tinued to operate and carried the bulk of the 

"foreign" mails during the life of the stamps 

we are studying although without question the 

flow of ocean mails increasingly turned to­

ward the Atlantic and away from the Pacific 
as the railroad to Limon neared completion, 
thus realizing an ambition which had been 
uppermost in the minds of Costa Rican states­
men 1tince the formation of the Republic. 

From the files of the Gaceta Oficial for 
the period September 13, 1862 to December 
19, 1867, the latter the last copy available to 
us, we find the following itinerary for the 
contract mail steamers on the Pacific plying 
between Panama and the west coast ports of 
the Central American Republics: 
Steamers: 

"Guatemala" of 1500 tons and "Salvador" of I 568 tons. 

I. Sept. 9, 1862 until Oct. 6, 1863 

Approximate 
day of month for 

Arrival from 
Panama 

4th & 19th 

Departure for 
Panama 

3rd & 19th 

2. The "Guatemala" entered Puntaren as on Oct. 6, 1863 for the last time until Dec. 12th. 
In the interim the " Salvador" made irregular monthly trips on Oct. 30th and T ov. 
26th into Puntarenas from Panama and on Nov. 14th and Dec. 10th. 

3. Dec. 20, 1863 until Sept. 18, 1864 
4. Sept. 28, 1864 until Dec. 13, 1867 

4th & 19th 
13th & 27th 

3rd & 19th 
13th & 28th 

5. During the latter part of July, 1865, the steamer "Parkersburg" of 7I 5 tons substi­
tuted for the "Guatemala" and some irregularity in the schedule occurred until the 
middle of October, 1865, with one trip missing completely; from mid-October, 1865 
to mid-December, I 867 the regular schedule was maintained but with the "Parkers­
burg" substituting for either the "Salvador" or the "Guatemala" from time to time. 
Item 2. above might account for the state­
ment in the Report of the Postal Service for 
1863-64 which was probably published some 
time in 1865: " ... the postal service is quite 
well organized among us, as well as it can 
be when neither telegraph nor steamer is used, 
means of rapidity of which unfortunately we 
shall be deprived for some time." (under-
lined words done by the writer) 

Further from "Guia Postal de Guate­
mala" 28 the heading "Arrivals and Depar­
tures of Mail Steamers" given in part the 
following data for the year I 876: 

18 Courtesy of Walter Lind, Eoq. 
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"For Costa Rica, N. & South America, 
Europe, Etc. Departure; 7 & 19 of month; 
Arrivals 19 & 30 of month. 

For Central American Republics & Pan­
ama, Departure; 19 & 28 of month; Arrivals 
5 & 30 of month. 

The first item in the schedule just given 
would indicate that another line of steamers 
on the Pacific, other than the Panama Rail­
road Company's, was making regular stops 
at San Jose' de Guatemala and Punta­
renas.29 

The next mention we find regarding mail 
steamers on the Pacific (in Costa Rican docu­
ments) and the first of mails via steamers 
calling at Limon, occurs in the Report of the 
Postal Service for 1873 which goes on to 
state, "With the exterior our mails have 
been quite irregular due to the breaking down 
of the steamers of the Panama Railroad Com­
pany.30 The detriment this caused . . . 
forced the government to adopt the Limon 
route for dispatching mails for Europe and 
North America, taking advantage of the op­
portunity (offered by) the monthly call of the 
steamers of the Royal Mail at that port ... 
the difficulties presented still by the road (to 
Limon) at some points have caused us to 
take only advantage of this route to send 
mails , printed matter still being sent via the 
Panama route." 

As "the steamers of the Royal Mail" were 
"not touching Limon on account of any spe­
cific compromise" a Mr. Guillermo N anne, 
then in London, "entered into a projected con­
tract ... with the company insuring the pass­
ing of the steamers by Limon at least once 
a month for the purpose of receiving on board 
and bringing our correspondence ... his honor, 
the Secretary of State, don Salvador Lara, 
who was leaving for Europe was given in­
structions to secure, if such were possible, a 
new contract on more favorable terms." 

20 Note that Calvo in "The Republic of Costa Rica," 
written in 1886, li sts 5 mails per month to and from 
" Europe, U. S. A., Antilles and South America via 
Puntarenas and Panama" hence 3 trips per month in 
1876 seems entirely reasonable. 

80 This does not imply the cancelling of the contract 
for these steamers but mechanical trouble with them 
as the quotation from the Report of the Postal Service 
for 1874 given later on will show. 
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From the Report of the Postal Service for 
1874 it seems Sr. Lara was successful in ob­
taining the new contract: "Foreign mails in­
creased in proportion to the increase in Busi­
ness of the country and the arrival of more 
immigrants. As long as we do not have the 
railroad to Limon finished we have to con­
tinue sending our foreign mails by the Punt­
arenas route, thus causing a delay of at least 
eight days. The steamers of the Royal Mail 
actually call once a month at the Port of 
Limon, but on account of lack of expeditious 
communications, we can not take advantage of 
sending our mails direct to Europe and the 
United States of North America by this 
route." 

While we have no exact data it does seem 
likely that in spite of the fact that the railroad 
to Limon was not completed during the 
period covered by this article there was an 
increase of mail routed through Limon from 
the following :31 "Puntarenas ... held the ad­
vantage over Atlantic ports up to the time 
the railroad from Limon reached the plateau, 
though as early as 1883 Limon was already 
gaining in exports over its old time rival and 
had taken the leadership in import trade. 

1883 Exports 
Puntarenas 

68 % 
Limon 
32% 

1883 Imports 
Puntarenas Limon 

34 % 65% 

(The percentages are figured against the 
total reported value of exports and imports)." 
Further, the same writer lists in the latter 
part of 1886 six foreign mails per month go­
ing and coming via Limon. We feel sure, 
however, that during the life of the stamps 
we are studying, i.e. up to January 1, 1883, 
the vast majority of the outgoing and incom­
ing foreign mails was handled on the Pacific 
coast between Panama, Puntarenas and the 
west coast towns of the other Central Ameri­
can republics. 

From the Report of the Postal Service for 
1873 we are inclined to think that by that 
year small sailing vessels were carrying the 

81 "Costa Rica and Civilization m the Caribbean" by 
Chester Lloyd Jones, page 92. 
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mails to the so uth ern parts of the country in­
stead of by the overl and route. F rom this 
document we quote : " . . . and once a month 
with th e Gulf of Dulce and th e villages of 
T err aba and Boruca." N ote th at the " Gulf 
of Dulce" is mentioned first w hereas in th e 
R eport of th e P ost al Service fo r 1863-64 only 
th e village of Terraba was mentioned. 
Further in 1886 32 C alvo states , "Communi­
tion w ith the extreme south coast is made 
w ith small boats ca rrying the m ail s to T er­
raba and Boruca, at th e north of th e Gulf of 
Dulce." 

Anoth er import ant use of steamers to ca rry 
th t' mails is fir st mentioned in th e R eport of 
th e Postal Service for l 873; "A very import­
ant improvement has been introduced in the 
m ai l for th e Province of Guanacas te. The 
steamer " G eneral Gu ardia" has been des tined 
to ca rry th e mails between Puntarenas and 
Bebedero. Being less subj ect to th e dange rs 
of navigation in th e G ulf (o f N icoya) th an 
th e boats per fo rming ( this se rvice) hereto­
for e, se rvice is performed quicker , more regu­
larly and more sa fely, w hile at the same time 
passage is available to persons tr ading w ith 
th at province .. . 

This ste amer w as placed under th e orders 
of th e Administrator of th e se rvice ( P ost­
m as ter ) in Puntarenas, w ho was also cha rged 
with th e sale of passages and freight (se rvice) 

.. . I should not omit to indicate th a t the 
expense of m aintenance of the steamer "Gen­
eral Guardia," including th at of th e person 
conducting m ail s between Bebede ro and th e 
ci ty of Liberia and th e salary of th e ad minis­
tr ator amounted, during th e months past 
since June, to five thousand pesos, w hile th e 
income of passages and fr eight amounted to 
two thousand five hundred pesos." Some­
time prior to 1880 an additional st eamer 
" G ener al C anas" was add ed to th is se rvice. 

From earlier st atements in this same report, 
i.e. th at for 1873, it is apparent th a t this post al 
service was conducted tw ice weekly between 
San Jose' and th e Province of G uanacaste. 

As far as w e know th ere we re no special 
Costa Rican markings used to indicate mails 
carried by steamers. From cove rs in th e 
writer 's coll ection a note in m anuscript "Vi a 

32 " The Republic of Costa R ica" by J oaquin B. Cal vo. 
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L imon" or a postal ma rking of "A C O L O N" 
in some fo rm , or other, indicated m ail ro uted 
out of the country via L imon ; oth erwise it 
may be assumed the let te r went th rough 
Puntarenas and th ence to P anama. This, 
of co urse, applies to letters sent to Europe 
or the U nited States . 

Befo re leaving th e subject of "S teamer 
Mails" it is interes ting to note th at Articles 
I O, I I , I 2 and I 3 of D ec ree No. 2 of Sept . 9, 
I862 show, among oth er things, how th e gov­
ern ment stressed attempts to prevent and 
provided penalties fo r th e smuggling of fo r­
eign mails into and ou t of Costa R ica. R ef­
erence is made in particul a r to steamer fo r­
eign mai l in this connection and th e practice 
is ment ioned three t imes in th e R eport of 
the P ostal Se rvice fo r 1863-6-1- and once again 
in th e R epo rt of th e P ostal Service fo r l 872. 
U ndo ubtedly this prac tice of smuggling fo r­
eign mail s was prevalent befo re th e use of 
stamps and especially in m ail pass ing in and 
out of Puntarenas . 

Postal Agency in Panama 

This subject seems to prope rly go wi th th e 
"S teamer Mails" which we have been dis­
cussing. The fo rerunner of this m ann er of 
handling th e m ails across the I sthmus of 
P anama unde r the cont rac t w ith th e P anama 
R ailroad Company entered into in 1858 fo r 
the est ablishment of subsidized mail steam­
ers se rving the C entral A merican R epublics 
on th e P acific coast show th at these mails 
crossing th e isthmus we re handled by th e 
Costa Rican Consul at P anam a, as fa r as we 
now kn ow. U nfo rtunately, we do not have 
any da ta as to w hen th e Cost a Rican P ostal 
Agency at P anama was fo unded, w hen it was 
discontinued nor exactly w hat its functions 
were. P ossibly some reasonable guesses can 
be made as to th e du ties of th e P ost al Agency 
based upon th e contr act j ust mentioned and 
the a rt icles in "S T A M PS" of A ugust 14, 
1937, " F oreign P ostal Agencies in P anama" 
by V. L eY oung A rdi ff : 

I. T o rece ive from and delive r to ste amer 
captains sealed pouches of m ail fo r fore ign 
co unt r ies and fro m fo reign countries to Costa 
R ica. 

2 . P ossibly to check Costa Rican R egistered 
letters going through P anama to fo reign 
countries. 
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3. Handle Registered letters from Costa 
Rica addressed to persons in Panama. 

The only definite reference to the Costa 
Rica Postal Agency in Panama which we 
have been able to find occurs in the Gaceta 
Oficial No. 1013 of June IO, 1881 which 
states that don Adolfo de la Guardia was 
postal agent of Costa Rica in Panama in 188r. 
In connection with the possible date of the 
founding of the agency at Panama it might 
be worth noting that the list of post offices 
given in the Gaceta Oficial (for 1879) does 
not include one at Panama. It is interesting 
to observe that the postmark shown (Fig. 27) 
is much th e same as th at described by Mr. 
Ardiff as being used by the United States at 
the agency at Panama. The Costa Rican 
marking is kno,Nn in black and violet and 
has so far been noted only on the 2 reales 
value. 

Fig. 2. 

The U. S. Postal Agency at Panama was 
abandoned on June 30, 1889, ( no mention is 
made of the agency at Aspinwall which also 
existed at one time) in accordance with the 
provisions of the Universal Postal Union 
which "charged each country embraced in the 
Union with the duty of protecting and 
promptly forwarding to destination the closed 
mails received by it in transit from any 
country of the Union . .. " An arrange­
ment was made with the Republic of Colom­
bia carrying out this provision.33 It is pos-

'" Re port of the Superintendent of Foreign Mails to 
the Postmaster General of the U. S. for 18 89. From 
"Foreign Postal Age ncies in Panama" by ' ' · LeYou::g 
Ardiff in ST.1M PS, for August q, 1937. 
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sible that Costa Rica continued the Agency 
at Panama until this time and then availed 
herself of this provision since she had been a 
member of the U . P. U. since January l, 1883. 
Mr. Ardiff states in his excellent article that 
(at least as late as the date of the article), 
"The Canal Zone administration, in behalf 
of the U. S. Post Office Department, handles 
transit mail from Costa Rica and Peru and 
from any other country which may route their 
closed desp atches to Cristobal or Balboa for 
re-despatch to destination. It is believed that 
Bolivia is the only country that now main­
tains a private postal agency in Panama." 

Railroads 

From a philatelic standpoint the railroad 
development in Costa Rica is of little interest· 
since no special markings were used in the 
period we are covering to indicate the carry­
ing of any of the mails by this means. The 
point of interest to us being purely the in­
crease in the number of mails between the 
various towns and cities within Costa Rica. 
In view of the importance of the railroads to 
the country, however, a very brief description 
of their progress, during the period we have 
under consideration, might be of interest. 
Possibly the best description of this work is 
in Chester Lloyd Jones' "Costa Rica and Civ­
ilization in the Caribbean," pages 84 to 89, 
from which the following is summarized: 

The contract for the railroad from Limon 
to San Jose' and from San Jose' to Heredia 
and Alajuela was entered into in July of 
l 870 and was approved by Decree of August 
l 8, l 87 l. Work was started at Alajuela 
and the first train reached Heredia on 
August 6, l 872 and San Jose' on December 
30 of the same year, a total of fourteen miles. 
On November 12, 1873 the railroad reached 
Cartago, thus connecting the capitals of the 
four interior provinces. 

By this time some twenty-one and one-half 
miles had been completed from Limon to the 
station of Matina and also some work had 
been done between Cartago and Angostura 
on the right bank of the Reventa~on River. 
Meanwhile funds from London, where the 
original contract was financed , had given out 
and the gove rnment assumed the task of car­
rying on the project, which resolution was 
taken on November 7, l 873, the state actu-
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ally taking charge in April of the following 
year. For the next two years short stretches 
of the road were completed but little actual 
additional work was done during the period 
we are considering. 

The data on the railroad on the Pacific 
side from Puntarenas to San Jose' are very 
brief, as far as we are concerned, for the 
section from Puntarenas to Esparta was re­
established during the Guardia dictatorship, 
i. e. 1870 to 1872, and nothing further was 
done until 1897. 

List of Post Offices 1863- 1883 

From the Report of the Postal Service for 
1863-64, more or less by deduction, the fol­
lowing post offices would have seemed to have 
been in existence at the time of the introduc­
tion of stamps: San Jose' , Puntarenas, Ter­
raba, Moin, Grecia, San Ramon, Cartago, 
Heredia, Alajuela, Liberia, Aguacate and 
Atenas. It may have been that these were 
the only towns which had postmasters while 
other towns undoubtedly had postal service, 
probably in the form of an employee of the 
Treasury Departm~nt who handled postal 
affairs. 

The next list of post offices appears in the 
Report of the Postal Service for l 87 5 and is 
as follows: 

San Jose' 
Puntarenas 
Cartago 
Alajuela 
San Ramon 
Limon 
Esparza 
Aten as 
Bag aces 
Heredia 
Liberia 
Grecia 
Desmonte 

(Aguacate) 
San Mateo 
San Isidro* 

Guadelupe * 
Paraiso * 
Orosi * 
Naranjo* 
Boruca * 
Golfo Dulce * 
Puriscal * 
Desamparados * 
Aserri * 
San Juan* 
San Vicente * 
Santo Domingo* 
San Isidro H. * 
Barba* 
Sta. Barbara * 
San Joaquin * 

It should be noted that postmarks of the 
post offices ( ? ) listed above and marked "*" 
have not been seen canceling stamps of this 
issue. 
32 THE C
The next list appears in an issue of the 
Gaceta O/icia/ during the year 1879 and 
while it seems very unusual that there should 
be such a high "mortality" of post offices in 
four years, nevertheless, we offer the list as 
given in th e official government publication 
refer red to: 

San Jose 
Puntarenas 
Cartago 
Alajuela 
San Ramon 
Limon 
Esparta (note 

Bag aces 
Heredia 
Liberi a 
Santa Cruz 
San l\1ateo 
Desmonte 
Grecia 

change in 
spelling) 

Aten as 

La Union 
(now Tres 
Rio~) 

In th is list of 1879 all have been seen can­
celing stamps of this issue and , so far, 110 other 
postmarks have been noted except that of the 
Costa Rican Postal Agency in Panama. Our 
conclusion is, therefore, that the list of 1875 
indicated towns and cities which had post­
masters or some public employee acting as 
rep resentative or agent of the Postal Depart­
ment while that of I 879 included only those 
which actually had postmasters. 

Income of the Post Office Department 

1863 5,696.3 (Pesos & Reales) 

186+ 6,925.6 (Pesos & Reales) 

1865 7,824.75 (Pesos & Reales 

1866 8,520.23 0 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1867 10,143.50 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1868 9,380.03 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1869 10,446.82 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1870 II ,803 .29 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1871 16,065.68 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1872 23, 199.82 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1873 25,522.25 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1874 24400.83 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1875 24,5 11.23 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1876 25 ,962.63 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1877 27 ,603.80 (Pesos & Centavos) 

1878 32, l 7 J.24 (Pesos & Centavos) 
1879 37,139.15 (Pesos & Centavos) 
1880 ---·-------------
1881 ----------------

1882 21 ,155.60 (Pesos & Centavos) 
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Above is a partial t abula tion of the 
income of the Department for the period we 
are covering which we obtained largely 
through the research work of the well­
known Costa Rican philatelist, G amaliel 
Noriega, and from the Report of the Postal 
Service for I 872: 

It seems worth noting here that the in­
come of th e Department dropped to 14,272.22 
pesos and centavos in 1883 , when Costa Rica 
joined th e U. P. U. the first of that yea r, and 
it did not increase to more th an 25 ,177.03 
pesos and centavos until 1888, the last year 
on which we bav~ data nea r th e period we 
a re studying. 

Under thi s heading the change in the 
method of paying the various postmasters 
should be of interes t . We can best bring this 
out by quoting from the Report of the Postal 
Service for 1862 as follows : "Decree No. 2 
of th e 18th of the proper month (propio 
mes) 34 having been put into effect, arr anging 
payment and collection of postage on corre­
spondence pass ing through the interior and 
foreign mail s, .. . 

As, under the new arrangement the Admin­
istrators (postmasters) have been deprived 
from th e postage fees on interior mails to 
w hich th ey formerly were en titled ; to some 
as extra pay and to others as th e only co m­
pensation for th eir wo rk , the Government 
has consid ered it fair to take cognizance of 
th e complaints of these employees and for 
this purpose has increased in th e general 
budge t to which I have already referred, the 
sala ry of th e General Administrator (the 
Postmaster General located at San Jose') to 
1 ,ooo pesos per annum and has assigned to 
those (postmasters) of Cart ago, Heredia, 
Alajuel a and Liberia a monthly salary of 
fifteen pesos; ... " (The underlining of 
ce rtain wo rds in th e above quotation was 
done by th e writer). 

Further, in commenting on the causes of the 
increased cost of the Post Office Department 
in the Report of the Postal Service for 1863-
64, the Ministry of the Treasury stated, in 
part, " .. . · th e first that the salaries of em­
ployees, from the General Administrator 

34 This, of course, refers to the date when the legisla­
ture passed the law authorizing stamps, i.e., August 
18, 1862 . 
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down to th e pouch carriers has been in­
creased;" which indicates that the change 
previously mentioned was carried out and 
that shortly after the promulgation of De­
cree No. :i of September 9, 1862, all em­
ployees connected with the Post Office De­
partment were on a "straight" salary basis. 

From data based upon postmarks seen on 
the various denominations of this issue, it 
would appear that many of the post offices in 
Costa Rica never had either of the two higher 
values and only a very few had the one peso 
value. Following is a list based upon data 
up to early 1948: Others listed as having 
been seen were on Yi real value. 

2 R ea/es 
San Jose' 
Puntaren as 
Cart ago 
Alajuela 
Heredia 
San Ramon 
Limon 
Esparta 
Aten as 
Bagaces 
Agencia Postal 

(in P anama) 

4 R ea/es 
San Jose' 
Puntarenas 
C a rt ago 
Al ajuela 

San R amon 
Limon 
Liberia 

I P eso 
San Jose' 
Puntarenas 
Cart ago 

Population and Literacy 

Popula tion figures during the period of use 
of stamps of the first issue a re as follows :35: 

Census of 
Province r864 1883 
San Jose' -···-------················· 37,206 56,162 
Alajuela ............................... . 27,171 45,205 
Cartago .............................. .. 23 ,064 30,428 
Heredia -------------------------------- 17,791 25,818 
Guanacaste 10,431 14,902 
Puntarenas ......................... . 4,836+ 7,700 
Limon ................................. . 1,858 

Totals ........ .......... ........... 120,499 182,073 

+ Includes 1 ,23 I inhabitants of Gulfo 
Dulce, Terraba, Boruca and Gulf of Nicoya. 

80 "The Republic of Costa Rica" by Joaquin B. Calvo 
and " Costa Rica Siglo XIX" compiled by various Costa 
Rican writers. 
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In 1864 there were 3,054 foreigners in the 
country and 4,672 in 1883. 

Other figures on popu lation from various 
sources are as follows: 

Year 
1865 
1870 
1875 

Total of the Republic 
129,577 
145,983 
156,634 

In regard to the population of the various 
cities of Costa Rica in the period we are con­
sidering, the best figures we have been able 
to obtain are taken from the census of 186+ 36 

which states, "22,589 or 18.75 (,'/n lived in the 
six cities of San Jose', Cartago, Heredia, 
Alajuela, Puntarenas and Liberia; the rest, 
97 ,910 or 8i.25 % , lived in the country." 
Addition al figures applying to this point of 
the popul ation of the cities are as follows: 37 

P {/l·is Ii 

San Jose' 
Cart ago 
Alaj uela 
H eredia 
Liberia 
Santa Cruz . 
N icoya 

Remarks 

Population 

25,000 
12,000 
9,000 
9,000 
5,692 
5,697 
4,588 

)bviously many of these figures are only 
approximations and it should be kept in 
mind that they are for "Parishes" \\'hich 
includes the city and the surrounding 
country. These figures are for the year 
1886. 

Regarding literacy, we have some very in­
·esting figures and the first we find is , "At 

the time of the Census of 186+ when the 
population numbered only some 120,.J.99, some 
89 out of every hundred were unable to read 
and \nite." :iR From (RG) we have the fol­
lo\\'ing data based upon the Census of 1883: 
"11.75'/r of the population knew how to rear/ 

ONLY. 

I 4. 70 ; ; of the population kne\\' ho\\· to read 
and write." 

se "Costa Rica Siglo XTX, 11 compiled by various Costa 
R ican writers. 

87 "The Republica of Costa Rica" by Joaquin B. Calvo. 

88 "Costa Rici and Civiliza t ion in the Caribhean" by 
Chester Llovd Jones. pnl(e 50. 
3.J. THE C
It should he kept in mind that these figures 
a re not a reflection upon the Costa Ricans 
since this country has al\\·ays been by far the 
most progressive of the Central American 
Republics and tremendous strides have been 
made as shown by the following figures :is: 

Illiteracy 
Per Cent 

23.6 
32.2 

Base 
All ages 

9 yea rs and over 

Remarks 

Year 
1927 
1927 

The per cent of illiteracy is much 
lo\\·er than in any other Central 
American country and also lo\\'er 
than 1n a good many prominent 
European countries . 

The question of literacy logically brings us 
to some contemplation of the number of let­
ters written in Costa Rica during the period 
of use of these stamps. Information is ex­
tremely meager but we do have some clues 
which help to explain the extreme scarcity of 
covers with stamps of this issue, such as the 
follo\\'ing from "The Republic of Costa Rica" 
by Joaquin B. Calvo: "Since 1873 (when the 
railroad in the interior facilitated the move­
ment of mails; the author) the mail service 
has been considerably improved. Of late 
(this was \nitten in 1886; the author) the 
Republic has joined the Universal Postal Un­
ion , greatly to its own advantage ." The im­
provement in the service may be judged from 
the comparison belm,-: 

"T n 1811 were dispatched 600 letters. 

Tn 187+ were dispatched .. 32,500 letters."3n 

It is interesting to note that in the midst of 
the use of these stamps, i.e., 187+ less than 
one hundred letters of Costa Rican origin 
\\·ere handled per day! A reference to the 
income of the Postal Department by year,, 
previously given, shows that there was a 
maximum increase in income of 50';{ in 1879 
as compared to 187+ but that the income in 
1882, the last year of use of these stamps, 
the income was actually less than that of 
1 87.J. by 1 3 j{ . From these figures ,,-e be! ieve 
some idea of the number of letters written 
can be formed, by keeping in mind that the 

39 "Apuntamientos Geograficos, Estadicticos y Historicos 
de Costa Ri :: a" by Joaquin B. Calvo. 
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first class rates did not change after 1866, 
and th e reason for the scarcity of covers 
with these stamps is easily explained. 

The last pertinent data during the actual 
period of use of the first issue stamps comes 
from the Report of the Postal Service for 
1880 from which we summarize below: 

.p,623 letters " ·e re recei ved from fo reign 
countries. 

29,670 letters 11·ere sent to foreign coun­
tries. 

6+.781 lette rs " ·ere sent to subordinate of­
fices within the Republic (from 
San Jose' and among the var ious 
tO\nl S) 

78 ,823 dome stic letters were received at 
the San Jose' G eneral Post Office. 

l ,385 official letters were rece ived from 
foreign countries . 

+29 official pieces ,,·ere se nt to foreign 
co untries. 

1,20+ domestic Registered lett e rs were re­
ceived in the San Jose' General 
Post Office. 

830 registered letters \\'ere sent from 
San Jose' to points in the inte rior. 

16,838 official pieces from the interior were 
rece ived in the San Jose' General 
Post Office. 

l 6,613 official pieces were sent from San 
Jose' to the interior. 

Sta111ps Sold. 

233,670 medio real stamps (value 5 centavos) 
2+.+68 dos re al es stamps (v al. 25 centavos) 

2.900 cuatro reales stamps (va l. 50 centa­
vos) 

1,600 un peso stamps (value I peso) 

L ette rs 11·ere beginning to be received fro m 
the R epu blic of Liberia , China. Egypt and 
Japan. 

Communications with the other Cent r al 
Am erica n Republics \\'ere as follows: 

Guatemala 
H onduras 
El Salvador .. 
Nica ragua 

No. of L etters 
R eceiver/ From: 

137 1 
85 

l 135 
1617 

No . of Le t ters 
S ent T o: 

1299 
77 

898 
J 367 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH I LATELIST, 
l\1os t of th e "foreign" mail was sent to 
England, U. S. of America, F rance , Germany 
and Colombia. 

From a comparison of th e letters h andled 
and the stamps sold it is apparent many of the 
mcdio real stamps were used on packages and 
other than first class mai l. 

As shown in the Table on page 92 ( disre­
garding the few govern ment surcha rges) the 
rate of the Y, real, 2 reales, 4 real es 1 peso 
values sold to the public is 123.3, 14.4, r.9 
and 1.0. 

A happy div ision of "work" resulted in this 
article. JVI r. Cohen did the excellent r esea rch 
in Costa Rica and the translating, while the 
writer obtained most of the inform ation from 
the American Bank Note Company, read 
everything available on these st amps in the 
Collectors Club Libra ry , sought th e ass ist­
ance of many fellow "stamp men," w hich was 
always cheerfully forthcomi ng, and put to­
gether the data so gathered. 

The writer is indebted to D. D. Be rol ­
zheimer, Hugh Clark , Gordon Harmer , H . R . 
Harmer, W. L. Heath, Dr. C la rence H en­
nan, G. S. Hi ll , B. H. Homan, Jr., D . F. 
Kelleher, D enwood Kelly, H. M . Konw ise r , 
C. S. Langstroth , H . L. Lindquist , D ana 
M itchell, Elliott Perry, R. B . Preston , 
W. W. Reynolds, 0 . G. Reichelt , Helen G. 
Roswell , A. R. Rowell , A . Van Vlissingen, 
K. N. Woodw a rd and the la te Gerald Gil­
bert, Eugene Kl ein , Edward S. Kn app, and 
Charles J . Phillips for the loan of ma teri al 
and assistance a lw ays freely given. L ike­
wise, the write r is indebted to the fo llowin g 
European co ll ectors for similar ass istance; 
Theodore Champion, A. F. Godwin, C. J. S. 
J e\\'ell and E. T. LeLacheur. And to St anley 
B. Ashbrook for photographs as ind icated 
and a critical previewing of the ar t icl e. 

We are particul a rly indebted to Alfredo 
Moya and Carlos E cheverria C ., two well­
known Costa Rican philatelists, Arturo T ara­
cena F. of Guatemala, outstanding in C entral 
American philatelic research and to W alter 
P . Lind , the intern ationally known phila telist, 
for their help in research, the loan of m ateri al, 
advice, encouragement and patience, particu­
larly with the writer's many and difficult 
questions. 
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The Independence Issue of 

LIBERIA 

Set marking the centenn ial of the 

Republic passed through four stages 

before becoming an actua l reality. 

By FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR. 
][

N the creation of a new set of stamps­
for that is exactly what is entailed­
many problems confront the country of 

issue, its agents, and the printers. It is prob­
able the decision to commemorate some spe­
cific event, or honor one or more distinguished 
persons, or even authorize a regular postage 
set, is the simplest part of the entire chain of 
events. 

Liberia's Centennial issue certainly met 
with about as many "incidents" as any other 
set of stamps-the wonder is that it really 
ever became a tangible reality. It was almost 
as ill-fated as the projected Liberian Centen­
nial Exposition, but not quite. 

When the decision was reached to mark the 
centenni al (J uly 26, 19+7), it " ·as felt a set 
of triangular stamps would lend themselves to 
the occasion. This was a simple enough 
choice, but then followed the need to secure 
appropriate subjects for such a form. 

E. A. Wright of Philadelphia was commis­
sioned to prepare the stamps-six values m 
all , of the following values and subjects: 

1 cent, Liberian star 
3 cents, map of Liberia 
5 cents, Liberty head 

10 cents, Liberian coat of arms 
25 cents, Liberian flag 
50 cents, plane and palm tree 

The fi rst four stamps were to be postage, 
and the last two air mails, with planes in-
THE CO
eluded in the design; this at least was the 
plan early in February when the first dis­
cussions on the issue took place. 

Specifications for the issue as given to the 
printing firm were: "The stamps are to be 
shipped on or before July r. These stamps 
are to be triangular in format, printed by 
photogravure or combined photogravure and 
engraving, in two colors. The frames are to 
be the same, with apex either up or down 
(three values in each style) with Liberia­
Postage (or Airmail) and '1847-Centenary 
Liberian Declaration of lndependence-
1947' in the frame , and the value in the apex 
of the triangles in the color of the center 
vignette." 

Sketches and photographic reductions of the 
six stamps were submitted by the E. A. 
Wright Bank Note Co. on March 25, taking 
the form of what might best be described as 
acute triangles. When these sketches were 
referred to Liberian officials, they felt the 
layout unsatisfactory for the occasion and the 
central material, and asked that a flatter tri­
angular form be used. 

The sketches were, thereupon, returned to 
Philadelphia, and on April 29 a second group 
of designs submitted which, in the eyes of the 
author, were marked in their improvement, 
and, with one exception, would have resulted 
in extremely attractive triangular stamps. 

Liberian officials concerned with the cen­
tena ry obse rv ances felt oth erwise, however , 
and the designs went back for a third try. 
L L ECT ORS C LUB PHILAT EL IST , VOL. X XVIJ, NO • .j. 
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The second group, also comprising six val­
ues, with some revision of subject matter, 
was: 

I cent, Liberian star 
3 cents, Map of Liberia 
5 cents, Independence monument 

IO cents, coat of arms 
25 cents, plane and palm tree 
_so cents, Liberian flag and plane 

Other th an the switching of the designs of 
the 25 and 50 cent airmails, the replacement 
of the head of Liberty (patterned after the 
I903 issue) by the Independence monument 
then being erected in Monrovia was the sole 
major change. 

As a las t reso rt , and with an eye cocked 
towards the rapidly advancing centennial 
date , E. A. Wright submitted two upright 
designs styled somewhat after the United 
States Presidential issue. These were labeled 
"A" and " B" with th e former getting the 
nod of approval. These two sketches, illus­
tr ated here, were submitted by the Phila-
Artist's sketches for the upright re
being accepted wi

THE COLT.ECTOl?.S CLUB PH IL.<\ TELIST, VOL. XXV ll , XO
delphia printing firm July 2, and were ap­
proved (design A) on July 8, as bicolors. 

Engraving and printing would have taken 
far too much time, and the designs were 
therefore made single color operations. Black 
and white stamp-size designs were submit­
ted July 23 (five designs) and July 25 (two 
sketches) , the issue having been increased to 
seven values. 

These artist's wash drawings were: 

I cent, Liberian star 
2 cents, Liberty head 
3 cents, map of Liberia 
5 cents, Independence monument 

IO cents, coat of arms 
25 cents, palm and plane 
50 cents, flag and plane 

One further major change, and a bit more 
juggling, was demanded before the set be­
came a re ality. A 12-cent airmail value was 
included and th e 10-cent postage value 
dropped. The design s had " Postage" or "Air­
mail " in the lower portion between the yea rs 
ctangul ar style; that on the left 
th modificati ons. 

 . .j. 37 



THE I N D E P EN DE N CE ISS UE OF L 1 BERJA 
"18+7-19+7 " and "Liberi a" with the valu e off 
to th e left. To permit an enl a rg in g of the 
central subj ect s, th e " P ostage" w as d ropped 
in all values, and "Air l\/Iail " left out on th e 
12 and 25-cent stamps. 

In th e rea lignm ent of values, th e set took 
on thi s form: 

I ce nt , Liberi an st a r 
2 cents, Liberty head 
3 cents, coat of a rm s 
5 cents, map of Liberia 

12 cents , Joseph J. R oberts st a t ue and 
pl ane 

25 cents, L iberi an Aag and pl ane 
50 cents, Independ ence monument 

By auth ority of P ostm as te r G eneral Ne te 
Sie B rown ell , th ese stamps fi nally made the ir 
appea rance sim ultaneous ly in l\1onrovia and 
New Y ork on D ecember 22 , 19+7. 

One Cent 

The I ce nt stamp is the onl v one to have 
reta ined its design (subject to changes in 
format ) .throughout. It remain ed steadfas t 
in its prese nta tion of th e Liberi an st a r , with 
a fernlike backgroun d. In its issued form , 
printing was in g ree n in shee ts of twenty-fiv e, 
perforated a ll a roun d. P roofs of thi s st amp 
were approved September 18, and shipment 
from Phil adelphi a was made O ctober 23. 
Th ere w as a pr intin g of 100,000 copies 
( +,ooo sheets). 

A la rge die proof in da rk g reen ex ists, as 
do small tri a l colo r proofs, impe rfor ate, in 
bright gree n ( rej ected ) and dark g reen (a p­
proved ) . N o varieti es a re known to ex ist . 

Two Cents 

This value became a part of th e se t in th e 
third st age and r emai ned constant in the 
fourth , alth ough th e sub ject- the head of 
Liberty-h ad been used fo r th e 5-cent valu e 
in th e o rigin al g ro up of acu te tri angles . The 
head was adapted from the 1903 iss ue of Li­
beri a (Scott's type A29) . In its issued 
form th e st amp w as printed in r ed-v iolet 
(the colo r of th e U nited Sta tes E di son 
st amp). Proofs of th e acce pted design w ere 
approved O ctober 17, and shipment w as made 
November 2+. The total printing order was 
THE 
Right : Fi rst tr i­

angle sub mitted 

fo r the one cent 

denomina t ion . 

Above: Second t riangle, wider base. 

With " Postage" and ( right ) without . 

Pen drawing fo r design . ' 

COLLECTORS C LU B PH ILATE LIST , VOL. XXV l l , N O.+ 



THE IND EPEN DENCE I SSUE OF LI BERTA 
.... --, .. .,.}, 
w~· 

'J~if!.~4? c. POSTAGE 

LIBERIA 

'" .. ~.-t.,~ .... . ~,.-~. 
~)\· 

c a~~, 
2 1 847 - 1~47 
LIBERIA 

With " Postage" and ( right ) without. 

. 
' 

Left : Rejected 

" Liberty" triangle 

for 5-cent value. 

for 100,000 stamps (+,ooo sheets) in the 
same format as the 1-cent valu e. 

No large die proof on stamp paper is 
kn own , and on ly the color trial proof im­
perfor ate , in th e previously approved red­
violet color, exists . 

Pen drawing for " Coat of Arms" type . 
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Three Cents 

Th e coa t of arms of Liberi a, used for the 
10-cen t va lue in th e firs t three stages, was 
switched to the three cent denomination at the 
very end. Its form vari ed to conform with 
th e shapes of the various designs. Proofs 

Left : " C oat of 

Arms" design on 

first triangle essay. 

Above : Second triangle design, rejec ted . 
Below : Upright designs with " Postage" 
(left) and withou t . 

~~'\.~ 
e .,,..;:) lo 1847 -19 47 
POSTAGE 

LIBERIA 

were submitted September 26 and approved 
th e fo ll owini:;: day, and delivery of 100,000 
stamps ( +,ooo shee ts) was made N ovember 
18. 

A la ri:;:e die proof on stamp paper, gummed, 
and a sma ll imperforate color tri al proof 
ex ist. 

Five Cents 

Three changes out of a possible four were 
made on the design of the 5-cent stamp. In 
step one th e he ad of Liberty was used; in 
steps two and three, the Independence monu-
.+ 39 
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Twenty-five Cents 

The subject matter for this stamp was the 
cause of much concern. In its original form 
a large land plane w as shown on the ground 
with a palm tree in the foreground (apex 
upward). In the second stage a large sea­
plane was shown in flight with a palm tree 
again in the foreground. This general motif, 
with a large white cloud as background , was 
used in the third st age. At the last moment, 
the Liberian fl ag and plane, hitherto on the 
50-cent value, was used. 

Proofs of th e design were approved Sep­
tember I 8, and delivery of 30,000 copies 
( 1,200 sheets) was m ade October 23. Print­
ing was in a deep red , somewh at darker than 
the color approved. 

A large die proof on gummed stamp paper 
exists, as well as three color trial proofs, 
imperforate, in various reddish shades. 

Essay submitted for the abandoned " Plan e 
and Palm" type. 

.~ 
?5~,_, ,.' ..,.,, 
" AIRMAIL 

LIBERIA 

Second and th ird 

stage essays sub-

mitted for the 

" Plane and Palm" 

type, not included 

in the se t as issued. 
THE C
First essay fo r the " Flag and Plane" type. 

Second essay, also rejected. 

', .'s.-
~x-

5a ll341-JB47 
AIRMAIL 

LIBERIA 

·~ 
25cX 

1847-1947 

LIBERIA 

Third and fourth (accepted ) stage wi th 
change to 25-cent value . 

Fifty Cents 

As noted just above , the Liberian flag and 
a plane w as reserved for this value until the 
fina l stage of production, when they were 
replaced by the Independence monument 
erected in Monrovi a in 1947. This design 
(the monument) was based on a very large 
blue-p rint and apparently differs in a few 
respects from the monument as actually 
erected. 

Printing was in a sienna brown, sixteen 
st amps to a sheet , in somewhat larger format 
th an the preceding six stamps. There was 
a total of 22,512 stamps printed ( 1,407 
sheets). The proofs were approved Sep-
OLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. XXVll , NO. 4 



THE I NDEPENDENCE ISSUE OF LIBERIA 
Arti s t's drawing for "Map" design . 

ment was to have been featured , and in step 
four the map of Liberia jum.ped up from the 
3-cent status. 

Here , too , a total of roo,ooo stamps was 
printed , in blue (4,000 sheets of 25). :{'roofs 
of the engraved die were submitted Septem­
ber 26 and approved the following day, with 
delivery being made November 18. 

A large die proof on gummed stamp paper 
is known , as well as a small imperforate color 
trial proof in the shade of blue previously 
agreed upon. 

Twelve Cents 

In the preliminary stages prov1s10n was 
made for a IO-cent postage value which bore 
the coat of arms in stages l , 2 and 3. This 
value was dropped in the final stages of 
preparation, and a l 2-cent airmail stamp 
provided for instead, showing a statue in 
Monrovia in honor of Joseph Jen kins Rob­
erts, Governor prior to the Liberian Declara­
tion of Independence, and the country's first 
president. This monument was taken from 
Johnson's two-volume opus on Liberia. 

The final order called for 50,000 of this 
value, in sheets of 25 {2 ,000 sheets), printed 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL . XXVll , N
Four stages of the 

"Map" design, 3-

cents until the final 

accepted stage as a 

5-cent stamp. 

'!J', • ., ... ., 
iJ POSTAGE 

LIBERIA 

in blood orange. The first sketch of this 
value was submi tted August l l, followed by 
revised sketches on August l 8 and Septem­
ber 25. The first proofs were submitted 
early in O ctober (possibly the rnth), fol­
lowed by revised proofs on October 28. 
The stamps were ship ed November lg. 

A large die proof in the accepted color, on 
gummed stamp paper, exists. There is also 
a set of four color tri al p~oofs, imperforate, 
in yellow, orange, blood orange (approved), 
and a deep red -o range. 

Accepted design 

for the 12-cent 

stamp. The revi­

sion occurred only 

in the plane. 
O. 4 



THE INDEPENDENCE ISSUE OF LIBERIA 
• 

\ 
THE C
Successive stages in the designing of the 50-
cent " Centenary -Statue" design from the wide­
ly-based triangle , through the small-sized 5-
cent layout , and finally the larger sizes with­
out and with (accepted) "Air Mail. " Below, 
pen drawing of the monument . 

tember 18, and delivery was made N ovem­

ber 25 . 

A la rge die proof on gummed stamp paper, 

imperforate, exis ts in the final form . There 

are also imperforate tri al color proofs with­

out "Air l\!Iai l," in yellow and red-brown; 

and imperforate trial color proofs with "Air 

l\!I a il" in three shades of dark brown. 

(The End.) 
O

R . J. MECHIN, of Edwards, 

ew Y ork (S t. Lawrence County) , 

has diversified philatelic Interests­

the principal one being Costa Rica 

insofa r as its pre-stamp covers and 

first issues are conce rned . His other 

specialties are Waterbury cancels on 

the 3-cent 1869 stamp (U. S.) , 19th 

century covers of Golden , Colo., and 

th e ga thering of data on the 30-cent 

Black of 1860, which was au th orized 

and partially prepared for use, but 

not issued . His previous w ritings 

have appea red in THE COLLECTORS 

CLU B P HILATEL IST, Th e Stamp 

Specialist , and Th e London Philatel­

is t. Exhibition awards include med­

als at Tipex and Cipex, and his 

memberships include: C. C. , F. R. 
P. S. L. , A. P. S., A. P . C., E. P. S., 

A. S. E. and · Phil. Found. plus hon-

orary memberships m 

Haven Phil atelic Society, 

erbury Stamp Club. 

the New 

and W at-
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U. S. Stamps of the 

.20th CENTURY 

Complete historical data on current 

issues - origins, designs, printings, 

first-day c_eremonies, cancel lat ions 

By SoL GLASS 
Four Chaplains Commemorative 

Scott No. 956 
Three Cent, Black, Perf. 11 x l 0% 

Issued- May 28, 1948, Washington, D. C. 

George L. Fox 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH ILATELIST, VOL. xxvn, NO
Four Army Chaplains, all First Lieuten­
ants, Clark V. Poling and George L. Fox.­
Protestants, John P. Washington-Catholic, 
and A lexander D. Goode-Jewish, were pas­
sengers aboard the Troop Transport S. S. 

Cl ark V. Poling 
. 4 43 



u. s. STAMPS OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
john P. Washington 

Dorchester , when it was torpedoed off Green­
land early on the morning of February 3, 
1943. With complete disregard of their own 
safety, th e chaplai ns made their way on deck 
and went among the confused, fear st ricken 
men , encour aging th em, pray ing with th em 
and assisting them into lifeboats and l ife­
jackets. 

Many of th e survivors reported see ing th e 
'Ch aplains st andi ng togethe r on the D or­
'Chester 's forward deck, h anding out lifebelts 
from a box. When the box was empty each 
'Chaplain removed his own priceless life jacket 
a nd gave it to another man. They must have 
known that in doing so they we re sacrificing 
their own lives. 

The ship was sinking by the bow when men 
in the water and in life boats saw the chap-
1ains link a rms and r aise their voices in prayer. 
They were still on the deck together, praying, 
when th e stricken ship m ade her final plunge. 
4 + THE C
A lexander D. Goode 

In a ceremony at the Post C hapel, Fort 
Myer, Virginia, during th e evening of D e­
cember 19, 1944, General Brehon Somervell, 
presented the Distingu ished Service Cross to 
the next of kin of the heroic chaplains, which 
had been awarded posthumously by a grate­
ful gove rnment. 

These deco ra tions, however, were not th e 
final tribute to such a demonstration of pa­
trioti sm and religious unity. On February 
10, 19+8, P ostm aste r General Donaldson, in 
announcing seve ral fo rthcoming commemor­
ative st amps, included a memori al st amp hon­
oring th ese four heroic men. 

The idea for this st amp was conceived and 
sponsored by Miss C lai r e A. W olff of New 
York, and we quote Miss Wolff's own words 
as to how the idea developed in her mind: 

"It was Wednesday, November 27 , 1947, 
and I was sitting in an ante room outside the 
offices of Postmaster Goldman in New Yark. 
OLLECTORS C LUB PHILATEL IST, VOL . XXV !l, NO. 4 



u. S. STAMPS OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
Art ist sketch of sinking of S. S. Dorchester, showing the four Chaplains on deck in praye r. 
As Public Rela tions Counse for the 'Inte r­
faith in Action Committee' I had come to the 
Postm aster fo r some personal information in 
conn ection with a test imonial dinner held in 
hi s honor. 

"The 'Interfaith in Action Committee' is a 
since re group of very important New York­
ers w ho devote much of their free time to 
making thi s world a better place to live in. 
Their current project is th e building of a 
giant synagogue and commu nity house at 
Seventh Avenue and Fortieth, to be used as 
an international meeting hou se fo r men of all 
fa iths. 

"The fund -ra ising activities for this pro­
ject comprised a se ries of testimonial dinners 
honoring men like Postmaster Goldman and 
Mayor William O 'Dwyer who h ave given the 
greater part of their lives to public service. 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PH I LATELIST, VOL. XXVII , N
"So I sat there in the waiting-room review­
ing in my mind the plans for th e dinner and 
striving fo r some new creative id ea or sym­
bol th at wou ld express th e work of my Inter­
faith fri end s in terms the public would under­
stand . 

" I'm glad th at P os tm as ter Goldman was 
v ry busy th at morning and therefore kept 
me waiting a long time. Wh at specific pic­
ture or sloga n, I wond ered , w ill tell in an 
instant the sto ry of " Interfaith in Action?" 

"Then I r emembered my friend, Irving 
Geist th e philanthropist, and the invaluable 
contributi ons he had made in the Four Chap­
lains organization to help paraplegics. 

"THE FOUR CHAPLAINS. That was 
it. Wh at better symbol of Interfaith in 
Action? 

"Four immortal men- Protestant, Catho-
O. 4 45 
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lie and Jewish-who gave thei r life jackets 
to soldiers aboard the sinking transport 
U . S. S. Dorchester in February, 1943. Four 
men of different faiths who locked their arms 
together and sang hymn s on the slanting, 
slippery deck until the waters closed over 
th em and mad e them immortal. 

"Suddenly Postmaster Goldman was look­
ing down a t me and smiling. 

" I've got it." I said excitedly, "An idea 
for a new postage stamp. A re al symbol 
of ' Interfaith in Action' that people will un­
derstand." 

"Yes, indeed ," said Postm as te r Goldman; 
when he had heard th e idea. " Putting the 
Four Martyred Chaplains on a postage stamp 
should serve to inspire every m an, woman and 
child to practice inter- religiou s and inter-ra­
cial cooperation." 

"The rest was efficient P ost Office routine. 
Postm aster Goldm an st arted th e machinery 
wo rking, and the Four Chaplains st amp was 
issued on May 28th , 1948." 

In J anu ary of 1948, Irving Geist, New 
York industri alist and Chairman of the Four 
Chapla ins Memorial Fund, called upon Presi­
dent Truman and person ally reuqested the 
issuance of the stamp. 

On April l 4, 1948, Postm as ter · General 
Donaldson announced a description of the 
stamp and th at the fir st day of sale would be 
held in W ashington on May 28, 1948 w ith 
appropri ate ce remonies at the White House. 
A further announcem ent on ]\l[ay 4, 1948 
indicated th at the color of th e st amp would 
be black. 

First Day Ceremonies 

The ce remonies in connection with the 
fir st day of sale of the Four Chaplains Com­
memorative stamp were held at the White 
H ouse on ]\i[ay 28, 1948 begi nning at 1 r A. M . 

The author was privileged to a ttend these 
ce remonies at the invitation of Postm aster 
General Don aldson. Alon g with approxi­
m ately 400 other invited gues ts, including 
high gove rnm ental officials and relations of 
the chapl ains, we were received by President 
Truman in his executive office. After sh ak­
ing hands with the President, the visitors 
were ushered into the White House rose gar­
den , which is reached through french win­
dows at the rear of the office. 
TH
S. S. Dorchester 

Most of th e guests-some wearing ecclesi­
astical black, others in mul~i-ribboned uni­
form s, bright summery suits and frocks­
w ere ar r ayed in a comp act squ a re broken by 
close-cropped box hedges and beds of pink 
roses. 

Pres id en t Truman, Postm aster General 
D onald son and Major G eneral R alph G. 
D eVoe, hono rary chairman of th e Four 
Chaplains Memorial Fund , Inc. , who all 
m ade brief add resses, stood halfway down a 
short fli ght of st a irs lead ing to th e garden. 

In presenting th e first sheet of th e Four 
C h aplains stamp to th e President, Postm as ter 
General Don aldson sa id :-

"This is, indeed , a memorable occasion , 
and I am deep ly humbled by th e privilege of 
participating in th ese ce remonies incident to 
the first sa le of th e new Four Chaplai ns 
Comm emorative Stamp. 

"Mere words o r other express ions can­
not properly recall at this tim e th e hero ic 
sac rifice of those fou r ga ll ant Chaplains who 
gave th eir very li ves fo r th eir fellow beings. 

"The issuance of this United States Postage 
Stamp will pay sm all, but neverth eless, sin ­
ce re and humbl e tribute to these Servants of 
th e L ord of wh om it w ell can be sa id , 
"G reate r Love H ath No Man Th an This, 
That A Man L ay D own His Life For His 
Friends." 

"Wh at greater manifestation has eve r been 
given of this great Spiritual Creed? 

"To yo u, Mr. Pres ident, who made thi s 
· stamp possible, I can si nce rely state th at I 

beli eve th is will be the most popular postage 
stamp eve r issued by the United States Gov­
ernment, and it was with great pleasure that 
I received your instructions to proceed with 
th e issuance of thi s particul a r st amp . 
E COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVll, NO . .J. 



u. S. STAMPS OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
President Harry S. Tr~man presenting one of the special sheets. 
" P ostage stamps are, of themselves, seem­
ingly insignificant pieces of adhesive paper, 
but th ey are at the same time th e official in­
strumen tality by which the mails of this Na­
tion are moved. 

"They find their way into eve ry hom e in the 
la nd and it is my fond hope that an unprece­
dented usage of th e Four Ch aplains Stamp 
will carry this great lesson of B ro th erly Love 
and heroism into every fam ily in America . 

"W e have ordered an initial printing of 
one-hundred and fifteen millions of th ese 
st amps, and I feel ce rtain that th is requisition 
to the Bureau of · Engraving and Printing 
will have to be repeated many tim es in the 
next few yea rs. 

"This new three-cent stamp is avai lable 
only a t W ashin gton , D. C., Post Office tod ay, 
THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVII, NO
but comm encing tomorrow it w ill be obtain­
able at every postoffice in th e land. 

"At this time, Mr. President , it gives me 
ex treme pleasure to present th e firs t sheet of 
this new issue to you, togeth er with four addi­
tion al special sheets for th e rel atives of each 
of the C haplains w ho lost th eir lives in the 
sinking of the U . S. S. D orchester. " 

In an ex temporaneo us r eply, President 
Truman said:-

" I don't think in the hi story of the world 
that there has been anythin g in heroism equal 
to this-the greatest sermon that was ever 
preached is right he re on this st amp. " 

On Saturd ay, May 29, 1948, the Santa 
Monica (Calif.) Stamp Club h'ad a special 
dedicatory program over station K. 0. W. L. 
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hono ring th e Four C haplains, and their gues t 
of honor was R abbi H yman S. Goode, fa ther 
of Chapla in A. D. Goode, one of the ch ap­
l ains portr ayed on th e stamp. 

During th e ceremoni es the Hon. Walter 
Meyers, Fourth Assistant Postmaster Gen­
eral, was present and presented Rabbi Goode 
with an album containing a sheet of the stamps 
on behalf of the Postmaster General. Im­
mediately after, R abbi Goode gave an address 
ove r the air. 

Additional ceremonies honoring the Four 
Chaplains we re reported to have been held 
in various sectio ns of the country in ' the ea rly 
days of its release. 

Approved Design 

The st amp is of special delivery size, 0.84 
x 1.44 inches ho rizonta lly, printed on ro tary 
presses from 200 subj ect, electric eye, con­
vertible type plates and cut into fo ur post 
office panes of fifty stamps each arranged five 
horizontal by ten vertical rows each . 

The central des ign of the st am p depicts th e 
sinking of th e S. S. Dorchester, grouped just 
above which a re the four ch aplains ( left to 
right) , G eorge L. Fox, Clark V. Poling, 
John P. Washington, and Alexander D. 
Goode. Across th e top is the word ing "These 
Immortal Chapl ains * * * Interfai th in 
Action ," in white Gothic. Across th e bottom 
in the same style appears "3c Uni ted States 
Post age 3c." 

According to Postmas ter Goldman's office 
no individual a rtist can be given credit for 
th e origin al drawing of this st amp. The 
drawing of this stamp was submitted by Post­
master Goldman to l\1r. Geist's committee 
and then transmitted to the Post Office D e­
partment in W ashington. 

C. R. Chickering, ar tist of th e Bureau of 
+8 THE 
Rejected Design . 

Engraving and Printing, prepared several 
models from this drawing, one of which was 
used as the design for the stamp. 

l\1 a t th e"· D. Fenton engraved the vignette 
on the master die and E. H. Helmuth en­
graved the lettering and numerals. 

Rejected Design. 

The design was submitted to Postmaster 
General Donaldson on March 26, 1948; th e 
model and die proof we re approved by him on 
March 29th and April 22nd , 1948, respect­
ively. 

A printing o rde r was placed with the 
Bu re au of E ng raving and Printing on April 
13 , 19+8 fo r II 5,ooo,ooo and th e first plates 
went to press on May 6, 1948. First deliver­
ies were made on May 14, 19+8 to the P ost 
Office a t Washington, D. C. , and to Hawaii , 
Guam, Puerto Rico and Virgin Island s. 

Pl ate numbers and dates to press as fo l­
l~ws :-

23819-to press-May 6, 1948 
23820-to press-May 6, 1948 
23821-to press-May l l, 1948 
23822-to press-May l l, 1948 
23825-to press-May 13, 1948 
23826-to pres~ May 13, 1948 
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First day cancellation-machinestamped. 

-FIRST DAY OF iSSUE-

First day cancellation-handstamped. 

At th e first day sale in Washington, D. C. , 
a total of I ,913,597 stamps sold and 459,-
070 covers canceled. 

The kind ass istance of Major (Chaplain ) 
Matthew H . Imrie, assis tant to the Chief 
Chaplains, Department of the Army, Wash­
ington, D . C., Miss Claire A. Wolff and Mr. 
Irving Geist in supplyin g pertinent data is 
gratefully acknowledged. 

Wisconsin Statehood Centennial 
Commemorative 

Scott No . 957 
Three Cent, Purple, Perf . 11 x 101h 

Issued- May 29, 1948, Madison , W is. 

In 1945 the Wisconsin State Legislature 
by a joint Resolution unanimously passed by 
both H ouses established the Wisconsin State 
Centennial Committee. Shortly after the 
Committee was organized , th e then Senator 
THE COLLECTORS CLUR PHILATELIST, VOL. XXV II , NO . 
Robert M. LaFollette \note on November 
5, 1945, to Postmaster General Robert E. 
H annegan, requesting the issuance of a com­
memorative stamp and was assured by him 
that the stamp would be issued at such a time 
as was suitable . 

This request was followed on January 9, 
1947, by a letter to the Postmaster General 
from U. S. Senator Alexander Wiley of Wis­
consin. 

On February IO, 19+8, Postmaster Gen­
eral l 1\1. D onaldson announced a group of 
forthcoming commemorative issues which in­
cluded the Wisconsin stamp. This announce­
ment was followed by another on April 14, 
1948, givi ng detai ls of the design and date 
and place of first day sale. 

A sub-committee consis ting of E. P. Fred, 
President, U niversity of Wisconsin, State 
Senator R obert P. Paterson and Fred L . 
H olmes were appointed to t ake cha rge of the 
Centenni al coin, stamp and blue book. This 
committee set up plans for a st ate-wide con­
test to secure designs for the st amp. More 
than fifty amateur and professional artists 
and designers submitted designs, however, the 

Map Used for Stamp Design . 
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final design was prepa red by Victor S. Mc­
Closkey, Jr. , of th e Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing. 

Accepted Design . 

The central design consists of a reproduc­
tion of the State Capitol Building to the right 
of scroll showing the outline map of the state 
around which is the wording "Wisconsin Cen­
tennial 1848-1948" in dark Gothic. Directly 
above the capitol in the same style lettering is 
the word "Forward." Across the bottom of 
the stamp appears "United States Postage 
3c" in white Gothic. The photograph of the 
Wisconsin State Capitol was furnished by the 
Wisconsin State Centennial Committee and 
the map was t aken from Rand-McN ally 
World Atlas, Premier Edition. P age 68. 

R. l\II. Bower engraved the vignette on the 
master die and C. A. Smith engr aved the 
outline frame , lettering and numer als. 

The first design was submitted to Post­
master General Don aldson on December 19, 
1947, and the model and proof were approved 
by him on February 16, and March 29, 1948, 
respectively. 

The stamp is of special delivery size 
0.84 x r.44 inches in dimensions, arranged 
horizontally, printed from 200 subject, electric 
eye, convertible type pl ates and issued in post 
·office panes of 50 subjects each, arranged five 
horizontal by ten vertical stamps each. 

A printing order of I I 5,000,000 was placed 
with the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
o n April 13, 1948. 

The first pl ate went to press on April 16, 
1948 and first deliveries were m ade on May 
10, 1948 to Madison, Wis., and the Phila­
telic Agency in Washington, D. C., and to 
Hawaii , Gu am, Puerto Rico and Virgin I sl­
.and . 
so TH
First Day Ceremonies 

The ce remonies in connection wi th the first 
day sale of th e Wisconsin Statehood stamp 
were held at th e State Capi tol and began at 
3 P . M. on Saturday, May 29. J ames M. 
Carew, President of the Wisconsin Chapter 
of National Association of Postm as ter s, pre­
sid ed. Assemblyman Ora R. Rice, Chairmaa 
of th e Wisconsin Centen ni al Committee , gave 
an address of welcome. H on. Joseph J. 
Lawler was th en introduced and presented an 
album con taining a first sheet of the Wis­
consin stamps, autog raphed by Postm aster 
General Donaldson , to th e Hon. Oscar R en­
nebohm, Gove rnor of Wisconsin. The Gov­
ernor acknowledged the st amps and the cere­
monies closed with th e playing of th e National 
Anthem and a benediction by the Rev. Andrew 
H. Lambright, President of the Madison 
Ministerial Association. 

The Madison Stamp Club arranged a st amp 
exhibition for the day in the rotunda of the 
State Capitol. 

An attr ac tive souvenir program was dis­
tributed to all present. 

Presentation of the First Sheet to the 
Governor of Wisconsin . 
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Rejected Design . 

L 

Rejected Design. 

Mr . Sol Glass 

First Day Cancell;:,tion M2chine Stamped. 

Rejected Design . 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

First Day Cancel lat ion Handstamped. 

Plate Numbers and dates to press: 

23812-To press-April 16, 1948 
23813-To press-April 22, 1948 
23814-To press-April 16, 1948 
23816-To press-April 22, 1948 

At the first day of sale in Madison, Wiscon­

sin, 1 ,065,293 stamps were sold and 470,280 
covers were cancelled. 

Pre-first day covers have been reported 

from Ossining, N. Y., dated May 17, 1948; 

Barstow, Calif., May 19, 1948 and from Yuba 
City, Calif., dated May 21, 1948. 
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Rejected Design . 

Rejected Design. 

In addition to Third Assistant Postmaster 
General Joseph J. Lawler, th e Post Office 
Department was represented by Robert E. 
Fellers, Superintendent, Division of Stamps. 
James M . Bell, Philatelic Agent, was m 
charge of first day cancellations. 

The kind assistance of M. C. Palmer, 
Office Manager, Wisconsin State Centennial 
Committee, in making available pertinent data 
is gratefully acknowledged. 

Swedish Pioneer Centennial 
Commemorative 

Scott No. 958 
Five Cent, Blue, Perf. l l x l 0 ¥.! 

Issued-June 4 , 1948, Chicago, Illinois 

In December of 1945, the Swedish Pioneer 
Centennial Association was organized, with 
Dr. Conrad Bergendorff, President of Aug-
52 THE C
ustona College and Theological Seminary, 
Rock Island , Ill. , as Chairman and Nils Wil­
liam Olsson of the University of Chicago, as 
Executive Secretary. 

According to Mr. Olsson, the original idea 
for a Swedish Pioneer Stamp came from Roy 
Swanson of The St. Paul Minnesota Pioneer 
Press. Mr. Olsson requested Congressman 
Robert ]. Twyman of Chicago to sponsor a 
bill in Congress for its issuance and Mr. 
Twyman introduced the bill , known as H. ]. 
Res. 251 as follows: 

JOINT RESOLUTION 

To authorize the issuance of a special 
series of stamps commemorative of the one 
hundredth anniversary of the coming of the 
Swedish pioneers to the Middle West. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep­
resentatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled , that the Postmaster 
General is authorized and directed to issue, 
during 19+8, a special series of 5-cent postage 
stamps, of such design as he shall prescribe, 
in commemoration of the on~ hundredth anni­
versary of the coming of the Swedish pioneers 
to the Middle West. 

The Resolution was referred to the House 
Committee on Post Office and Civil Service 
and on J anu a ry 12, 1948, the Committee is­
sued the following report:-

REPORT 

(To accompany H. J . Res. 251) 

.The Committee on Post Office and Civil 
Service, to whom was referred the joint reso­
lution ( H. J. Res. 251) to authorize the 
issuance of a special series of stamps com­
memorative of the one-hundredth anniversary 
of the coming of the Swedish pioneers to the 
Middle West, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon with an amendment 
and recommend that the joint resolution as 
amended do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 
On page 1, line 4, strike out the words 

"3-cent and". 

PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT 

The purpose of the amendment is to exclude 
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3-cent postage stamp from the provisions of 
th is re solution. 

STATEMENT 

It is the purpose of this resolution to 
authorize and direct the Postmaster General 
to issue a special series of 5-cent postage 
stamps commemorating the one-hundredth 
anniversary of the coming of the Swedish 
pioneers to the Middle West. In the opin­
ion of the committee, this anniversary is of 
sufficient importance to the people of the 
United States to warrant such recognition. 

The committee has been advised by the 
Swedish Pioneer Centennial Association that 
this year will mark the one-hundredth anni­
versary of the Swedish pioneers blazing new 
trails to the West. During 1948 celebrations 
commemorating this event will be held in 
Chicago, Ill.; Des Moines, Iowa; Omaha, 
Nebr.; Lindsborg, Kans.; St. Paul, Minn.; 
Minneapolis , Minn.; Detroit, Mich.; and 
Rockford, Ill. 

The Post Office Department does not favor 
the enactment of the measure, and in a let­
ter to the committee dated September r r, 
194'7, it points out that the Postmaster Gen-
eral has authority under existing lavv to pre-
pare postage stamps of suitable denominations 
for issuance to the general public. 

The committee, having considered the posi­
tion of the Department and the occasion of 
the one-hundredth anniversary of the coming 
of the Swedish pioneers to the Middle West, 
believe that this anniversary is of sufficient 
public interest that the issuance of the 5-cent 
series of stamps is warranted. There will be 
no cost to the Government, and as a matter 
of fact, the issuance of a special series of 
stamps normally results in a profit to the 
Government. 

The resolution passed the House of Repre­
sentatives on January 19, 1948 and was re­
ferred to the Senate1 Committee on Post 
Office and Civil Service who submitted the 
following report: 

REPORT 

(To accompany H. J. Res. 251) 

The Committee on Post Office and Civil 
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Service, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution (H. J. Res. 251) authorizing and 
directing the issuance during the present cal­
endar year of a special 5-cent postage stamp 
series commemorating the centennial of the 
coming to the Middle West of the Swedish 
pioneers, report favorably thereon and rec­
ommend that the resolution, without amend­
ment, pass. 

GENERAL STATEMENT 

On July 4, 1948, in the city of Chicago, 
there will be held a celebration of the one 
hundredth anniversary of the arrival of 
Swedish pioneers in the Middle West. 

It is further proposed that to mark this 
eventful migration of this hardy stock that 
there be issued a series of United States post­
age stamps, appropriately depicting the 
progress of these pioneers to that portion of 
the land of their adoption. The committee 
feels that in appreciation of the tremendous 
contributions the Swedes and their descend­
ants have made to the progress of this Na­
tion, both in war and in peace, in agriculture, 
industry, and business, it is especially fitting 
that their arrival in the Middle West should 
be given a due and historical recognition. 

The committee notes that the Government 
of Sweden plans a special commemorative 
stamp for mail originating ip Sweden and 
arriving in the United States, the design of 
which will relate to the event to be commem­
orated by the United States Government. 

The Post Office Department reports that 
it will require several months to complete 
the work of designing and issuing a memorial 
stamp and . that such stamps have long since 
proved to be a profitable source of revenue for 
the Government, particularly at such time as 
the Post Office Department continues to be 
confronted with a rising deficit, ongmating 
with the transmittal of grades of mail which 
do not meet the cost of carrying. 

In consideration of the foregoing support 
for the passage of House Joint Resolution 
251, the committee adds its full endorsement 
and recommends that the bill be enacted. 

The joint resolution passed the Senate and 
was sent to the President for signature. On 
March 30, 1948, the President vetoed the 
bill. His veto message follows: 
. 4 53 
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MESSAGE 

from 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES 

returning 

WITHOUT HIS APPROVAL THE 
JOINT RESOLUTION (H. J. RES. 251) 
TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF 
A SPECIAL SERIES OF STAMPS COM­
MEMORATIVE OF THE ONE-HUN­
DREDTH A NIVERSARY OF THE 
COMING OF THE SWEDISH PIO­
NEERS TO THE MIDDLE WEST. 

March 30, 1948.-Referred to the Com­
mittee on Post Office and Civil Service and 
ordered to be printed. 

To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith without my approval 
House Joint Resolution 251, to au th orize the 
issuance of a special series of stamps com­
memorative of the coming of the Swedish 
pioneers to the Middle West. 

Under existing law the Postmaster General 
has general authority to issue commemorative 
postage stamps, and such stamps are issued 
from time to time for the purpose of honor­
ing significant events in American History. 
However, the commemorative stamps that 
can be approved each year must be restricted 
to a comparatively few issues because of the 
limited production facilities of the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing. The issuance of 
the stamp provided for by this resolution 
might make necessary the cancellation of one 
or more of the special st amps which the 
Postmaster General has already announced 
will be issued during 1948 for the purpose of 
commemorating other historic events. 

I am proud , as other Americans are, of the 
contributions which have been made to our 
democracy by Americans of Swedish origin , 
and I believe that these contributions should 
be recognized by all app ropriate means. 
However, a speci al stamp in commemoration 
of the establishment of the first colony of 
54 THE C
S""edish and Finnish settlers in America was 
issued in 1938. Th us, th e event to be hon­
ored by the present measure is similar to one 
which has already been honored by the issu­
ance of a special post age stamp within recent 
years. Equitable use of the practice of rec­
ognizing the historic importance of events 
by the issuance of special stamps requires that 
this recognition be accorded at this time to 
other elements in our nation al life. 

For these reasons I am unabl e to approve 
this joint resolution. 

HARRY s. TRUMAN 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
March 30, 19+8. 

The sponsors of the Swedish Pioneer Com­
memorative were none too happy over the 
Presidential veto, and rather than face an 
over-riding of his veto, President Truman 
reversed his action and advised Representa­
tive Twyman in a letter that he regretted that 
he had vetoed the resolutiorr and informed the 
Representative that he had directed Post­
master General Donaldson to issue the special 
stamp. 

On lVIay Ir, 19+8, Postmaster General 
· Donaldson announced that the stamp would 
be iss ued for the first time at the Chicago, 
Illinois Post Office, on June 4, with descrip­
tion and color. 

Accepted Design . 

The stamp is of special delivery size, 
o.8+ x 1.++ inches in dimensions, arr anged 
horizontally, printed on rotary press from 
200 subject, electric eye, convertible type 
plates and issued in post office panes of 50 
stamps each arranged five hori zontal by ten 
vertical rows each. 
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The centr al design of the stamp depicts a 
Swedish pioneer moving westward with a 
covered wagon. Arranged in two vertical 
rows, one on each end, are twelve stars rep­
resenting th e twelve Midwestern States 
settled by th e Swedes. The Post Office De­
par tment ad vi ses th at th e st ates intended to 
be represented by these twelve sta rs are Ohio, 
Indi ana, Michigan, Illinoi s, Missouri, Wis­
consin, Minnesota, Nor th D akota, South 
D akota, K ansas and Nebraska. Across the 
top of the stamp in a single line on a ribbon 
is th e wording "Swedish Pioneer Centennial" 
in dark Gothic, just below th e centr al design 
are the dates " I848" and "1948" in th e same 
type. The base is formed by a dark panel on 
which is th e white Gothic lettering "United 
States Postage." 

Mode l of Cove red Wagon Used . 

C . R. Chickering, Bureau a rtist , prepared 
an original wash dr awing which was influ­
enced by a copy of a half-tone print of a 
covered wagon, obtained from the Public 
Library, W ashington , D. C. Carl R. Arlt 
engraved the vignette on the master die and 
A. W. Christensen engraved the outline, 
frame, lettering and numerals. 

The design was submitted to P ostm aster 
General J. M. Donaldson on May 10, I948, 
and the model and di e proof were approved 
by him on May IO, and May I8, I948 , re­
spectively. 

On May 7, I9.J.8, the Post Office Depart­
ment pl aced an order with the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing for 75,000,000 of 
these stamps. The first plates went to press 
on May 25 and first delivery was made on 
THE COLLECTO RS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL. XXVII , NO
May 28 , I948, to Chicago, Ill. , and to the 
Philatelic Agency, Washington , D . C. 

- FIRST DAY Of: ISSUE -

First Day Cance llation Machine Stamped. 

First Day Ceremonies 

The ce remonies in connection with the first 
day of sale of the Swedish Pioneer Centennial 
Stamps began at 2 P . M. on Friday, June 4, 
I948, in th e ballroom of th e Hotel Sherman 
in Chicago. Two shee ts of th e new stamp, 
each enclosed in a presentation album were 
presented to H. R. H. Prince Berti! of 
Sweden, by Third Assistant Postmaster Gen­
eral Joseph J. Law let. One sheet of the 
stamps was flown immed iately to King Gus­
tavu s V, in Sweden, by th e American Air­
lines, and th e oth er kept by the Prince. 

First Day Cance llati on Hand Stamped. 

Plate Numbers and dates to Press 

23829-to press-May 25, I948 
23830- to press-May 25, I948 
2383I-to press-May 29, I948 
23832- to press-May 29, 1948 
. 4 55 



u. s. STAMPS OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
3rd Assistant Postmaster General Joseph J. Lawler Presenting Sheet to Prince Berti I of Sweden. 
PROGRAM 

Nil William Olsson, Presiding 

Executive Secretary, 
Swedish Pioneer Centennial Association, Inc. 

Guest of Honor 

H.R.H. PRINCE BERTIL OF SWEDEN 

Music ______________________________________ Spring Ensemble 
The National Anthem 
Invocation ____ The Rev. Herbert E. Palmquist 

Englewood Mission Covenant Church 
of Chicago 

Welcome __ ____ Honorable Martin H. Kennelly 
Mayor of Chicago 

Remarks ________ Honorable Robert J. Twyman 
Congressman, Ninth District, Illinois 

Address _______________________ Dr. Conrad Bergendoff 
President, Swedish Pioneer Centennial 

Association, Inc. 
56 THE 
Presentation of Stamp Album~-
Honorable Joseph J. Lawler 

Third Assistant Postmaster General 
Presentation of the Flag of the City 

of Chicago _______ Hon. Martin H. Kennelly 
Presentation of the Flag of the 

United States _______ Hon. Robert J. Twyman 
Response _______________________ H.R.H. Prince Berti! 
The Swedish National Anthem 

In addition to Mr. Lawler, the Post Office 
Department was represented by Robert E. 
Fellers, Superintendent, Division of Stamps, 
who also took charge of first day cancellations. 

At the first day sale in Chicago on June 4, 
1948, 1,744,416 stamps were sold and 364,-
318 covers were cancelled. 

The kind assistance of Nils William Ols­
son, Executive Secretary, Swedish Pioneer 
Centennial Association, Inc., in supplying per­
tinent data is gratefully acknowledged. 
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u. S. STAMPS OF THE 20TH CENTURY 
The 25th Anniversary of the 
Harding Stamp 

While this a rticle is not intended to be a 
duplication of Scott's catalogu e, or J ohl's 
articl e on the H arding st amp, I hope the 
r eade r will bear with me and underst and 
th at it is frequently necessary to make refer­
ences to th ese monument al publica tions. 

With th e 25th anniversary of th e H arding 
Memorial st amp to hand , I fi nd that my 
specialized collection offers a story which I 
hope w ill prove interestin g read ing. 

It was in the deep , dark days of dep ression, 
arou nd 1931, th a t I hunted fo r some ph ase of 
philately which co uld offer entertainment and 
amusement w ithout much expense. Scott's 
numbers 6 11 , 6 12, 613 see med to fill th e bill. 
Not much in th e way of variations and varie­
ties, easy to acquire, and last but not leas t, 
inexpensive stamps. That is the way it 
started out. 

After securing th e normal items m aking up 
th e ca t alog numbers 611-12-13 , I came across 
the paragraph in Johl 's referring to the single 
pane of imperforates, No. q870 in the late 
Arthur E. Owen collection . This inspired a 
17 yea r hunt-ended this past March , to com­
plete (w ith the exception of No. I 4870) the 
set of 162 plate number single s. This con­
sists of all the rotary, fl at plate and imper­
forate items. 

From th e W ard a rchives was secured all 
of th e offi cia l co rrespond ence rega rding pre­
limina ry pl ans and recommendations for the 
creation of this stamp, and from th e late 
Victor W eisskopf came the Edw. Worden 
coll ection of first day mourning cove rs from 
W a rren Harding's Cabinet members. 

One of my most pleasant ex periences in 
stamp collecting occurred while rounding out 
the H a rding collection . The proof had been 
sec ured, nex t came the official Harding photo­
graph (a duplicate , autographed , hangs on 
the walls of th e Elks Club in Lansing, Michi­
gan ) and from Frederick P auling, the en­
grave r, came the large vignette, with the 
friendl y P auling signature. All this repre­
sented scarce material but nothing uniqu e, 
until one day, an appointment with one of 
America 's better known gave me the thrill 
that comes once in a l ifetime. 

Upon arriving at his office I was given a 
large envelope and had a letter read to me. 
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To this day I am in the dark as to who the 
writer and donor was. My friend had been 
sworn to silence as to " Mr. X's" identity. 
The sum and substance of the visit was that 
I had been given the preliminary sketch , on 
cellophane, of Warren Harding, made by 
Pauling-th e only one of its kind!! 

Since then th e coll ection has been elaborated 
on by the add ition of such things as offsets, 
double papers, private coil paste-ups, bi-sects 
tied on cove r, a shee t autographed by Mrs. 
H arding ( not th e late President) , etc. 

The collection is now pretty complete, lack­
ing only Scott's 6i3B, Rotary perf. II , and a 
part perf. pair o r block of 6I IA, acco rding to 
cat alog reco rd s, and the thrill of the hunt for 
th ese few and sca rce items is what makes 
collecting so inte res ting. 

The End. 
 

France and Colonies 
.~till the specia lty of 

NASSAU STAMP COMPANY 

If .' ·on " ·i"h to be kept informed: 

If ~-ou want to bring your coll ection 
up to date. 

If ~·ou would like to receive our 
ocras ional publications, lists, etc.: 

COMl\'IUNICATE WITH US 

Our eoncf'rn , keeping an up to 
date complete stock, is to serve the 
ro ll ector. 

NASSAU STAMP COMPANY 

~p~ RAOT_' L LESG OR ~~~ 
68 Nassau St., New York 7, N. Y. 
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ALL AROUND 
THE WORLD 

In every part of the world where stamps are bought and sold the 

name of Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc. is renowned as that of the 

leading firm of auctioneers of fine stamps. Philatelists know 

that they can rely absolutely upon the service provide~ by a 

firm which enjoys the complete confidence of the philatelic 

world. That is why more and more collectors are sending their 

fine stamps to us for sale. 

Arrangements are now being made to include suitable properties 

in auctions scheduled for the next months, and large or small 

collections and single rarities can be accommodated. Write 

at once for further details of the unrivalled auction service. 

It costs no more. 

Our catalogues are mailed to leading collectors and dealers 

(by air when necessary ) in Australia, Belgium, Central America , 

New Zealand , Portugal , Sout h Ame rica , South Africa, Sweden 

and Switzerland and many other far off countries, thus assuring 

maximum competition for your stamps. 

HARMER, ROOl(E & CO., Inc. 
Int erna tional S tamp Auctioneers 

560 FIFTH A VENUE NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HARMER, ROOKE & CO. , LTD. 
2 Arundel Street, Strand, London , England 
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Stephen 
Gould 

Paper Co. 

629 WATER STREET 
NEW Y 0 R K 2, N. Y. 
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8cott's U. 8. 
[j) n 'ce £t·s t 
For Bureau Issues or earlier U. S. stamps, the 
Scott U. S. Price List ofiers you the widest possible 
choice - used, unused, singles, blocks, covers, etc. 
Every U. S. collector should have the latest edition, 
now current. The list is fr ee. Send for it today. 

DISCOUNTS ... 

Scott's quotations on U. S. stamps are as low as 
market conditions permit. Discounts are from 
l 0 % to 60% (a few even higher). You can't 
go wrong on Scott's prices. 

CONDITION ... 

Scott quotes on fine examples, only, so there are 
no prem iums for you to figure and you are 
assured of stamps you will be proud to own. It 
pays to deal with America 's oldest stamp firm . 

Scott Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. 
(America's Oldest Stamp Firm) 

1 West 47th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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CRYSTAL-MOUNTS 
A beau ti ful , safe, inexpensive 

protect ing mount for stamps, 

blocks and covers. Used by 

thousands of collectors. Made 

of spark ling crystal -clear ce l­

lulose acetate, approved for 

safety by U. S. Bureau of 

Standards. Trial -order " As­

sorted Package, 60c" from 

your favor ite dealer, or 

send to us for free samples. 

CUTS and FOLDS 
TO FIT ALL SIZES 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
8 Tr ansit Bldg., Boston 17, Mass. 
THE CO
FOR YOUR 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

SOMETIME every collector wants 
som e special service. He wants to 
sell hi s collection for the best pos­

sible price; he wants to buy a great 
rarity or a n unusual group of stamps , 
not to be found in dealers ' r egula r 
stocks; h e wa nts r e liable information 
about his philatelic affairs. Just such 
service is the sole fun ction of J. C. 
Morgenthau & Co., Inc. The company 
has nothing to sell ; it acts, on commis­
sion, for collector s who wish to add to 
their collections or dispose of them in 
whole or in part. Collections for dis­
posal a r e examined without cost (except 
postage) to the owner and commissions 
are ch a rged only on comple ted trans­
actions. If you want to buy or sell . 

Always Ask Morgenthau 

J. C. MORGENTHAU & CO., INC. 
(Subs idiary of Scott Stamp & Co in Co. Inc.) 

1 West 47th St., New York, N. Y. 
WE CARRY BRITISH EMPIRE EXCLUSIVELY 
Our stock, one of the most comprehensive in th e country, offers 

you the oppo r tunity to select what you need in Brit ish in singles or 

se ts, min t or used. Your wants will r eceive careful attention. For 

satisfact ion t he "Equi t able Way, " send in your want list today. 

Equitable Stamp Company, 505 5th Avenue, New York 17 , N. Y. 
THE NEW ISSUE SERVICE I 
PARTICULARS FREE 

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

All business correspondence and the New Issu e Service will 
be carried on at the following address until further notice: 

Y. Q. , ROTHERFIELD, SUSSEX Phone : Roth erfie ld 153 

l\1y Strand Office is s t i ll open and a good stock a nd wid e range of British and 
British Colon ials is available for filling in wants and missing variet i es . 

Busines s As Usual i n Spite of Reduced Staff 

I
R. ROBERTS 
PHONE-TEMPLE BAR 2888 

Deale r In Rare Stamps 
Importe r of New I ssues 

430, STRAND, W. C. 2 -1 CABLES-EXSTAMPUS. LON DON 
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IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN STAMPS FROM " DOWN UNDER" 

YOU SHOULD CONSIDER SUBSCRIBING TO 

Philately from Australia 
THE NEW QUARTERLY TO BE PUBLISHED BY 

The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria 

IN MARCH, 1949 

With the appearance of this new journal, long and carefully planned, a new 
standard will be set in Australian philatelic publication . The journal will 
reflect the best in Australian philatelic study, writing and thought. It will 
deal almost entirely with the Australasian Scene (Commonwealth , States and 
Pacific Islands) old and new , specialised, general and critical, and will be 
entirely original. If you require reference material, here it is-

AUTHDRITATIVE, ILLUMINATING, ATTR.ACTIVELY ILLUSTRATED AND PRESENTED 

Subscription: U. S. and Foreign , $ 2 ( U. S.) per annum, post free, payable 
in advance by remittance (with address ) to : 

The Business Manager, Philately from Australia 
Box 222, G.P .O . Melbourne, Australia 
Regular Monthly Auction Sales 

* 
Three Days ' Sale Each Month 

(1800 LOTS) 

Catalogue Free Upon Request. 

We provide every possible serv­
ice including appraisal, expertiz­
ing, and cash in advance. 

Lots will be carefully described. 

* 
BILLIG A RICH 

55 W. 42 STREET, ROOM 630-1 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

S1>ecialists & Experts for Foreign Stamps. 
Over !!.5 Years in Business. 

P h one PEnnsylvania 6-763 7 
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MISSION 
MIXTURE 

We have purchased a quantity of 

mixture that does not appear to 

have been picked over. Naturally 

the bulk of the mixture consists of 

common low values of the current 

W ar issue, but there is a fair sprink­

ling of high values, airmails, spe­

cials, commemoratives and New­

foundl and. Sold just as received 

from Canadian and Newfoundland 
missions. 

$1.50 PER LB. 10 LBS. $14.00 

J. N. SISSONS 
204 Glenrose Ave., Toronto, Can. 
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VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS 

UNITED STATES, U. S. POSSESSIONS 
& BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Complete except for the g- rcat rnriti<·'· this 128-pag-e 
catalog, with more thnn 1 ,000 illustm tions for your con­
venient reference, li sts and prices all major varif't ies of 
th~ coun tri es incluclccl. It serves not on ly as a valunule 
check li st anrl guide. but also ns a reliable source of s up1lly 
for these popular stnmps at economical prices . E\'ery col­
lector needs this useful anrl authoritative catalog. Send 
for a copy today if you do not already have one. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mail ing 

STAMPS OF MODERN EUROPE 
With 128 puges, informative write-ups, a11d bcnutiful 

lllustrations. this comprehensi\·e cata log l i8ts ancl prices 
one of the most attractive of a ll special groups: The 20th 
Century I ssues of l\Ioclern Europe. H ere you will find -
from Anclorra to Vatican City - those attracti"e stamps 
which tell so ,-i\'idly the story of our own times. anrl 
which have enjoyed such rapidly increasing pop11Jn r i ty in 
recent yenrs. SPnd for a copy today and see fo :· )·ourself 
why "l\l odern Eu rope" is one of the most i11 t1•n•s1 i11g and 
fo1portant stamp catalogs eve r publi shed . 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS 
Devoted to one of the most popular of nil the special 

groups, this brautiful illustrated 128-pnge <'nt alog lists -
from Aden to Zanzibar - the 20th CPnt11ry l ss11t•s nl' the 
British CommonweaJth of ~ations. So L11· flti wt· k11ow, 
it is the on ly pub li cat ion of it s kincl in I he world: :ind 
since it is backed by what we lw lie\' C to be the mos t 
comprehensin ex isting stock of British 20th Century 
i ss ue:-:. we fee l certain yo u will tind it in,·n luahl e : both as 
a rel'(Te nce li st and ns a co n'·" 11il'11t source of s upply -
at l'nnHab le pl'i'ces - for tlit'Se nonP-t"oo-plcntiful sta 111ps. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

AIRMAIL STAMPS 
"Quite the fin<'st thing in the airmail line to appear in 

the U. S. A."-GPorge Van Den Berg. "Best presentation 
yet nuHle of the fascinations of collecting airmail stamps. 
A 1nust for every collector."-Stam ps ~ln guzi ne. "One of 
the fin es t volurn es .... In effec t, a complete priced catalog 
of th e world 's airma il stamps."-Linn's Weekly Stamp 
News. " Attractive pri ces."-Ca m<l en Courier-Post. ".l\Iost 
beautiful price list of airmail stamps we have ever seen . 
• . . A va luable guille and check list, well worth a dollar." 
-Weekly Philatelic Gossip. 

Sent for I Oc to Cover Mailing 

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
To repl en ish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly buying-at 

generous prices-collections and a ccumulations of postage stamps, provided 
they are worth $50 or more .. . . Our free appraisa ls, good prices and prompt 
payments-with no haggling or delays- have made us innumerable friends 
among collectors with stamps to sell . . . . Send for our free booklet of val­
uable information, " If You Have Stamps to Se ll ," and read it for your own 
protection before disposing of your collection. Free on Request. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO., 61 Transit Bldg. , BOSTON 17, MASS. 
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IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL 
PREPARE TO SELL NOW THEM ' . . . 
HERE ARE THE REASONS WHY: 

I 

* 

l Our Auction Catalogues are distributed all over the world, and bids are 

received from over three hundred postal bidders for every sale, with an 

average of eighty buyers on the floor . 

2 The stamp market is strong. 

3 The Philadelphia auctions of Robson Lowe, Inc. have been se tting many 

records for prices realised, with consequently p leasant protit to se ll e rs . 

4 Robson Lowe, Inc. offers you a ttractive two-colour art catalogues, timed 

auction sales, valuations on every lot and many other innovations which 

have made our Philadelphia sales as outstanding in the Un ited States as the 

auctions at 50 Pall Mall are outstanding in En gland. 

-*-
You Want The Best Net Results-We Get Them 

-*-
To arrange for the sale of your stamps, simply 

write to Arthur Pierce, Managing Director of 

Robson Lowe, Inc., who will give you r problems 

his personal attention. 

-*-' Write to-day to 

ROBSON LOWE!!· INC. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP DEALERS and AUCTIONEERS 

1320 WIDENER BUILDI NG 
PHILADELPHIA 7, PA., U. S. A. 

Telephane: Locust 4-1367 

In association with 

ROBSON LOWE, LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON S. W. 1 

Telephone: Abbey 4034 Ca bles: "Stamps, London" 

Also at BOURNEMOUTH and MELBOURNE 



Ever Had Your Watch Repaired 
by a Blacksmith? 

Under the spreading chestnut tree 
The village smithy sits 
H acking at watches w ith migh t and main, 
Spoiling all the bits 
The fac t that he knows nothing of 'em 
Causes him no crisis 
Sure he w ill rep air your watch 
And look how cheap his price is! 

Never had you r watch repaired by a black­
sm;th? Why many of them would quote you 
a lower price than an experienced watch­
repairer. What's the matter with a black­
smith repairing a watch? He's good at 
shoeing horses. 

If therefore you feel so sure a man with a 
specia lized knowledge is necessary in the 
repair of a watch, surely the same should 
apply in a highly specialized medium such as 
philately . 

In the H. R. Harmer Organization , com­
menced by Mr. H. R. Harmer ove r 50 years 
ago and still active as its President, it has 
been appreciated that no one man can have 
an extensive knowledge of all sides of phila­
tely. In consequence there are specialists 
fo r various countries or groups, e.g. United 
States, British Empire, Foreign, Air Mails, 
e tc. In addition these specialists-within­
specialists have behind them extensive 
libraries and reference collections. 

How does this specialization assist you as 
buyer or seller? As a buyer it ensures that 
what you are buying is what is described 
and not what it is believed is described . 
Equally this extensive philatelic knowledge 
prevents repaired and other "doctored" 
stamps being incorrectly offered. 

As a seller it ensures you that any finer 
poi nts of rarity, whether by reason of post­
mark, multiple, on cover, etc ., are appre­
ciated by the describer, catalogued accord­
ingly with subsequent increased realization . 

Yet another point in favor of the H. R. 
Harmer Organization is that they do not 
purchase stamps but act solely as agents for 
sale by auction or through their Private 
Treaty Department. 

Mr . H . R. Harmer commenced with this idea 
back in the last century and has maintained 
it ever since. He felt that it is impossible to 
be impartial with dual in terests of purchasing 
or obtaining collections for auction. 

The H. R. Harmer Organ ization with a 
100 % interest in auctioneering br ings out 
the most accurate, elaborate and fully il­
lustrated catalogues publ ished. Catalogues 
are sent to a mailing list culled from the 
three Houses. Stamps are sold, therefore, 
not locally, not within the United States 
only, but throughout the world. Considerable 
add it ional work but no extra charge . 

Extensive advertis ing is taken in leading 
philatelic journals, daily papers and monthl ies 
throughout the World . Considerable addi­
tional expense but no extra charge. 

Publ icity is given freely by the stamp editors 
who know that when H. R. Harmer sends out 
a press relea se it is not a trade "puff," it is 
news! Our thanks to them. 

And so, this time, whether your interest be 
in buying or selling, consult the American 
House of the H. R. Harmer Organization 
where the finest stamps are offered in ac­
cordance with the best tradit ions of philately. 

D. R. HARMER!' In~. 
32 EAST 57th STREET~ NEW YORK 22~ N. Y. 

NEW YORK LONDON SYDNEY 




