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Butterﬂies are some of the
most fascinating and eye-catch-
ing flying insects. A vast majority
are brightly coloured and are
found all over the world, except
in the Antarctica region.

They are indeed one of the plan-
et’s most beautiful creatures.
People from all walks of life, ir-
respective of race, colour or reli-
gion enjoy these beautiful
winged flying jewels for their
delicate beauty.

Butterflies are among the most
beautiful of insects, familiar to
almost everyone through thou-
sands of different species from
all around the world. But how
they evolved has been some-
thing of a mystery to scientists
because of a surprising lack of
Lepidoptera fossils. Scientists
have been trying to establish
when butterflies first emerged
for almost a century.

It was previously believed that
the history of the evolution of

THe ARAb COLLECTOR | e Lisaan

(Figure 1 — Stamp of South Africa 1982 with
primitive butterfly and dinosaur of Triassic

Period)

butterflies begins about 135 mil-
lion years ago with the begin-
ning of the Mesozoic and the
emergence of butterflies was
closely linked to the emergence
of flowering plants.

The latest evidence shows that
these flying insects evolved
more than 200 to 250 million
years ago in the Triassic Period.
That’s also when the first dino-
saurs appeared. (Figure 1)

While studying fossil cores dat-
ing to the late Triassic and early

Jurassic periods from northen
Germany, an international team
of researchers discovered the
fossilized remains of the tiny
scales that coat the bodies of
butterflies and moths. These
fossilized scales about 70 million
years older than the first flow-
ers. So the scales are about 200
million years old, making them
the oldest known Lepidoptera
and the oldest butterflies on
Earth had no flowers to feed on.
It’s thought ancient butterflies
were not brightly colored at all.
They were a browny-grey, more
like a moth than a butterfly of
today. (Figure 2)

(Figure 2 — Stamp of Brazil 2016 with ancient
fossil butterfly)
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Butterfly fossils are always
something extraordinary. Fossil
butterflies have been reported
only from a few exceptional de-
posits. For example, butterflies
are known from the famous Flo-
rissant fossil beds of North
America dating from the Eocene
epoch, 35 million-years-old (Fig-
ure 3). Fossil butterfly Prodryas
persephone from the last Ter-
tiary period unique in the world.
This carefully preserved butter-
fly has withstood the ravages of
time for some 35 million years.
This extinct butterfly was found
in the fossil shale beds of lake
Florissant in Colorado, USA,
along with a number of other in-
sect species nicely preserved in
the shale deposits, together
with fossilized trees. (Figure 4)

The genus and its sole species
was described from the Mio-
cene of Tuscany, Italy.

The colorful butterflies that we
think are so beautiful came
much later. They evolved only
after dinosaurs became extinct.

(Figure 5)

Currently, the so-called relict
butterflies can be found in the wild.
Relic species are the butterflies
found in small regions and in limit-
ed quantities that are the remain-
ders of the fauna from previous
geological epochs.

Snout butterflies are morpholog-
ically one of the most unusual
groups of Lepidoptera. They are

Figure 3 — Stationery card of China 2009 with fossil butterfly

A fossil caterpillar with the char-
acteristic spinneret typical of all
modern butterflies and moths
has been reported from 125 mil-
lion-year-old Lebanese amber.
Doritites bosniackii fossil butter-
fly used in the study and store at
the Natural History Museum in
Vienna, Austria.

characterised by long palpi that re-
semble a long nose.

Butterfly Libythea celtis is the
northern-most, almost temperate,
representative of an otherwise
tropical group Libytheinae
(Snouts), showing a decided relict

ARGE ENTOMOLOGIE

in Burd Deulscher Fhilatelisten e V.
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Figure 4 — Meter mark of Germany 1991 showing fossil butterfly Prodryas persephone in

almost perfect state of preservation
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(Figure S — Special cancel of Austria 1997 with

fossil extinct butterfly Doritites bosniackii)

character.

It is also known as the European
Beak. All butterflies feed an ancient
plant genus matching the world
wide distribution of the butterfly
sub-family Libytheinae.

Oligocene (a geologic epoch of the

Paleogene Period which extends
from about 34 million to 23 million
years before the present) butterfly
fossils closely resembling existant
Libythea celtis have been found in
North America.

Butterfly Libythea celtis is found
from the Mediterranean to Japan.
It is a highly cryptic butterfly close-
ly resembling a dead leaf when it
rests amongst leaf litter.

Its hindwing also has a lobe which
extends beyond the forewing when
at rest, thus breaking up the typical
outline of a butterfly.

Perfect camouflage for a hibernat-
ing adult butterfly, which hibernat-
ing in the extreme heat of August,
not re-emerging until the first
warm days of spring. (Figure 6)
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(Figure 6 — Entire postal of Ukraine 2001 with butterfly Libythea celtis)

The strawberry tree is host to the
one of the most spectacular but-
terflies in the European fauna
Charaxes jasius. Butterfly Charax-
es jasius or foxy emperor is a
spectacular species in form and
behaviour. With a wingspan of 8
- 10 cm the Charaxes jasius is a
powerful flier, huge in flight and
cannot be missed or really mis-
taken for anything else.

The butterfly is brown and or-
ange with blue, white and grey
spots. Hind wings have two tails
with blue spots at the base, which
give it special beauty. (Figure 7)

CARAX IZHJASUS

(Figure 7 - Artwork design of Italy 1960 with

butterfly Charaxes jasius)
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terflies in Philippines are consid-
ered to be relicts of the Ice Age
climate, and they now survive
only on high mountains.

These are Graphium sandawa-
num (Vulnerable) on Mt Apo, and
Papilio benguetanus (Vulnerable)
and Papilio chikae (Endangered)
in the Cordillera Central of Luzon.
Such localities are particularly
vulnerable to disturbance and
slow to recover. These relict spe-
cies of continental origin occur in
some numbers from March to
June, when many individuals can
be found flying along pathways
and hill-topping. (Figure 8)

E

Graphium sandawanum joreli
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Papilio xuthus benguelanus

(Figure 8 - Set stamps of Philippines 2005 with relict butterflies Graphium sandawanum, Papilio

benguetanus, Achillides chikae)

To see the Charaxes butterfly -
does not mean to catch it: this
butterfly flies amazingly quickly.
The butterfly, disturbed by man,
takes off at a speed of about five
meters per second.

This species can be found along
the Mediterranean coast and in
several islands. The good adapta-
tion to Mediterranean conditions
of Charaxes jasius suggest arelict
status A Pliocene (5 million years
ago) or early Pleistocene (2.5 mil-
lion years ago) establishment
seems probable.

Butterfly Charaxes jasius al-
though widespread, this species
is localand restricted to natural
areas, and populations are de-
creasing in the Mediterranean.

Three threatened species of but-

Pharmacophagus antenor or the
Madagascar giant swallowtail, is
a butterfly the extraordinary rel-
ict butterfly species in Madagas-
car. As the common name im-
plies, it is large butterfly with
12— to 14-cm wingspan and en-
demic to Madagascar.

Alarge species with velvety-black
wings dotted with cream-colored
spots, touched with rust or brick-
red at the tail of the hindwings,
which trail long drop-shaped
tails. The adult butterflies can be
spotted all year-round across
their native Madagascar. These
vigorous fliers can sometimes be
mistaken for birds.

They are very bold, graphic,
handsome butterflies. This isolat-
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ed relicon Madagascar exist from
Paleocene times, for 60 million
years already. (Figure 9)
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PHARMACOPHAGUS ANTENOR

(Figure 9 — Stamp of Madagascar 1984 with relict

butterfly Pharmacophagus antenor)

The Ice Age relict butterfly Serici-
nus telemon exist about 38 mil-
lion years and is distributed in the
Russian Far East, Korea, China,
and Japan. This is a relatively vari-
able butterfly, and a number of
subspecies are recognized. In the
wild, it is simple to distinguish
males and females by the color of
their wings. Male wings are
bright beige, whereas females
have dark brown wings that are
described as a melanized pattern.
Almost an alien butterfly Serici-
nus montela adults are solitary in
behavior.

Sericinus montela spreads its
wings when basking or landing
instead of folding them vertically.
Therefore, the distinct flight of
Sericinus montela with wingspan
about 7 cm adds celestial imag-
ery to the beauty of the wings
this butterfly, and this is likely
due to its large forewings and
particularly long hindwing tails.
Global warming caused by the
greenhouse effect is a pernicious
threat to swallowtails butterflies
and many species, including Seri-
cinus montela, are facing envi-
ronmental challenges or further
threats. (Figure 10)
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(Figure 10 — Adopted artist drawing for stamp of
North Korea 1962 with tailed butterfly Sericinus

telamon)

Arelict of Tertiary Period butter-
fly Parnassius charltonius has
been leaving for 30 million years
already in Central Asia.

Rare Parnassius charltonius with
wingspan up to 85 mm is a very
distinctive species with large red
spots on the hindwings.

The distribution ranges from the
mountains of Central Asia — the
Pamirs-Alai, Ghissar, Hindu Kush,
the northwest and central Hima-
laya, Karakorum and south-west
Tibet. The habitat is in rocky and
steep underlying screes at 3400-
4600m above S.L. Parnassius
charltonius is the most beautiful
butterfly in Central Asia.

Most of endangered subspecies
there survive on tiny rocky hills,
formerly nunataks above the ice
shield that had covered the pla-
teau during the Ice Age.

(Figure 11)
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Parnassius charltonius Gray, 1853

(Figure 11 — Stamp of Uzbekistan 2006 with relict

butterfly Parnassius charltonius)

Since ancient times, people
have admired the beauty and
grace of butterflies, composed
myths and legends about them,
considered them a symbol of the
immortality of the soul, happi-
ness, love and fidelity.

Ancient civilizations have depict-
ed butterflies as little angels or
souls, such that when people die,
their souls go to heaven as but-
terflies. The importance of but-
terflies in many early civilizations
is recorded in prehistoric caves
and their depiction in pottery and
fresco paintings.

Butterflies are considered the
most ancient insects. Archaeo-
logical artifacts prove this - the
frescoes of the ancient Egyptians
depicting these insects. Their un-
usual life cycle led to the deifica-
tion of this little creature.

Butterflies have been represent-
edinart since the Neolithic peri-
od (circa 5000 BCQ).

Although their presence in antig-
uity is also significant in Minoan
and Mycenaean art, the use of
butterflies, along side other in-
sects, by ancient Egyptian art-
ists as a standard decorative el-
ement in tomb imagery over
three millennia gave them a
unique prominence that is unpar-
alleled in art history.

They are not simply included for
their beauty but may be signifi-
cant as a symbol.

The Tiger butterfly was a crea-
ture of the air and was seen by

the ancient Egyptians as a sym-
bol of life.
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Scientists have discovered many
images of butterflies in ancient
Egyptian tomb scenes and other
artifacts dating from the predy-
nastic period (circa 3000 BCE) un-
til the end of the pharaonic era
(circa 100 BCE).

The ancient Egyptians believed
that in the afterword the dead
could still hunt birds and see but-
terflies by the banks of the river
Nile. (Figure 12)

The African Monarch butterfly
with scientific name Danaus
chrysippus is believed to be one
of the first butterflies to be used
in art. This species was first de-
picted in a nature scene on Egyp-
tian Nebamun’s tomb wall 3,500
years ago in Luxor -- the first re-
corded butterfly painting.

(Figure 13)

(Figure 13 - Stamp of Maldives 2016 with
fragment of the painting in an Egyptian tomb with

illustration of the African Monarch butterfly)
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(Figure 12 - Entire postal of Spain 2013 with fragment of marsh scene and butterflies from the wall of Egyptian tomb in Nakht 1410 B C)

Butterflies are amazing in their
variety of size, shape, and col-
our.

Their immense diversity, and
ability to adapt to virtually any
climate, has made them some of
the most successful creatures
on earth, with habitats ranging
from arctic tundra to alpine
mountain summits, as well as
the warmer tropical rainforests
and coastal mangrove swamps.
Butterflies are declining serious-
ly in most countries across
world, and action is needed ur-
gently at all levels in order to se-
cure their survival.

I hope that my article illustrat-
ed by different types of philatel-
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ic materials will be stimulate in-
terest in butterflies and mothsin
philately. | always to help in cre-
ate of butterflies or insects phil-
atelic exhibit. Please write for
me by e-mal: vladimirkachan@
mail.ru

Post address: Vladimir Kachan,
Street Kulibina 9-49, Minsk-52,
BY-220052, Republic of Belarus
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Treaty Series No. 6 (1937)

TREATY OF ALLIANCE

between His Majesty, in respect of the United Kingdom,
and His Majesty the King of Egypt
{with an Agreed Minute thereto, three Notes, Notes exchanged in Egypton
August 12, 1936, and an Oral Declaration made by the President of
the Egyptizn Covncil of Ministers on Augus: 19, 1936]
and 2

Convention concerning the Immunities and Privileges to
be enjoyed by the British Forces in Egypt

London, August 26, 1936
[Ratifications exchanged at Ciire on December 22, 1936]

Presented by the Secvelary of Stake for Foreign Affairs
ta Parltiament by Command of His Majesty

& LONDON
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY HIS MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE
To be purchased directly from H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE at the following addressts:
Adasiral Houss, Kingsway, Loadan, W.C. 2: 120 George Streer, Edinburgh 2;
26 York Streat, Manchester 17 1 52, Andrew's Creseent, Curdill;
S Chichester Steect, Belfast; :
er theough ony bockseller

1937
Price 5. 3. net

Cmd. 5360
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91.2gm 48mm 0OBOL Octobol 1
68.4gm 42mm 6 0BOL Drachm 2
45.6gm 38mm 4 Obol =6/4 Drachm Tetrobol 4
34.2gm 36mm 3 OBOL = 1/2 Drachm Triobol-Hemidrachm 3
28.5gm 34mm 20 chalkous Eikosachalkon 5
22.8gm 30mm 1/3 Drachm = 2 Obol Diobol 6
16gm 28mm 3 Hemiobol Trihemiobol 8
11.4gm 24mm 1/6 Drachm=8 Chalkous Obol 9
6gm 22mm 1/2 obol Hemiobol 7
4,7em 20mm 5 Chalkon = 5/48 Drachm Pentachalkon 15
4gm 17mm 1/16 Obol Fraction / Hemichalkon | 16
3.8gm 16mm 1/4 Obol Tritartemorion 11
2.9gm 15mm 2 Chalkon = 1/24 Drachm Dichalkon 12
1.45gm 12mm 1/8 Obol-= 1 /48 Drachm Chalkous 13
Ta Nomismata tou Kratous ton Ptol i Ptol ic Coinage), Author: J.N.Svoronos Location: Athens, Translated: Catherine Lorber Date: 1904
http://ptolemybr com/ptolemy_series.html

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemaic_coinage#Mints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_drachma#Value

https://willamette.edu/arts-sciences/classics/resources/hfma/coininfo/003.html

https://wwwfacebook.com/Ma.niton/photos/387163471440048/b|-uz:.é.a-qsdl-@_e—aw»elaﬁass.e.aJi-[)3:.:3&-55.5-@-332»30-@1}:@!-@!-@-)‘9/
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/dtUay

https://en.numista.com/

&c=&wi=&sw=

/i hp?
gue/index.php?e=p
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