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The new Elizabethan Age • 
A British Journey • Walsall 

A 10-part series of philatelic 
journeys begins in July, with 
a set of six stamps featuring 

1 Scottish landscapes . 
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Forthcoming issues and withdrawals 
j 

• 

I Cover Ben More. on the Isle 
of Mull, seen from the shore 
of Loch Scrdain. Ben More is 
the subject of the 1st class 111 
Royal Mail's new stamp issue., 
previewed this month. Photo­ 
graph by Dennis Hardley. 

2 June 

········································································································································· 
4 June 

···········._·············· · . 
10 June 
······································································ . 
17 June 

1 July 

Issue Coronation anniversary stamps; presentation 
pack; prestige stamp book; coin, banknote and ingot 
covers; ingot and coin pack; commemorative postal 
order and Royal Mall phone cards. 

Withdrawal Scotland 2nd and 1st class stamps 
printed by Walsall. 

Issue Prince William of Wales stamp cards. 

Issue Prince William of Wales stamps and presenta­ 
tion pack. 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 
Issue £1.50, £2, £3 and £5 definitives printed in 
gravure, also presentation pack . 

........................................................................................................................................................ 
3 July Withdrawal 40p, 45p and 65p Machin definitives, 

65p Country stamps for England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales . 

............................................................................................................................................................................... 
8 July Issue A British Journey: Scotland stamp cards . 

.................................................................................................................................................. 

15 July Issue A British Journey: Scotland stamps, presen­ 
tation pack, and stamp book containing 4 x 1st 
class definitives in gold and 2 x 1st class Scotland 
stamps (all six stamps self-adhesive). 

············ .. ····························································································································· 
15 July 

Issues Note some items are 
available only from Royal Mail 
Tallents House Edinburgh and 
Post Office Limited philatelic 

29 July 

outlets at main post oftces 29 July 
in Bath, Belfast, Birmingham 
Brighton, Bristol, Cambridge 
Canterbury. Cardiff. Chester 
Colchester. Coventry, Croydon 
Durham. Edinburgh, Exeter 
Gatwick Airport, Glasgow 
Grimsby. Guildford, Harrogate 
Leeds. Leicester, Liverpool 
London (Trafalgar Square and 
Eastcheap), Manchester, New- 
castle upon Tyne, Norwich, 
Nottingham, Oxford, Plymouth 
Portsmouth, Southampton 
Southend-on-Sea, Stevenage 
Stratford-on-Avon, Stroud 
Truro, Windsor and York 

Withdrawal Commonwealth Games stamps, pres­ 
entation pack and stamp cards. 

............................................................................................................................................ 
Issue Pillar to Post ingot cover no3. 

········································································································································· 
Issue Smilers sheet: 20 x 1st class Cartoons stamps 
and labels. 
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One of the high value stamps of the new reign, issued in 1955. 
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This month The Editor previews this issue 
JvxE is an important month for collectors of Royal stamps, with issues for 
both the anniversary of The Queen's Coronation and the 21st birthday of 
our future king, Prince William of Wales. We anticipate great demand for 
both sets of stamps. In this month's Bulletin Glenn Morgan, author of the 
acclaimed book Royal Household Mail, recalls some of the philatelic impli­ 
cations of the Accession and Coronation 50 years ago. We also fr-aturc 
some of the many designs submitted for the Coronation stamps in 1953. 
June will also be an important month in the philatelic world with a new 

person taking on what is arguably the top job in British philately the Edi­ 
torship of the Stanley Gibbons Catalogue. Therr ran be hardly a collec­ 
tor in the vK who has not at some stage used a sc; catalogue from the 
simplified Stamps of the World or C:ollrrt British Stamps, through the stan­ 
dard :.n-part catalogue, to the highly detailed five volumes of the GB Spe­ 
cialised Catalogue. The post of Editor has been ably carried out for the 
past 18 years by David Aggersberg who now feels it time to take a well­ 
deserved rest after 36 years at sG. Keeping up with listing over 10,000 new 
stamps from around the world each year is some task and David has ful­ 
filled it with distinction. Taking over this onerous job will be Hugh.Jef­ 
feries, Editor of Gibbons Stamp Monthly since 1988. Hugh is a philatelist 
through and through. He comes from a philatelic family - his father, grand­ 
father and great-grandfather all being collectors. \1\Te wish him well in his 
new job and await with interest what changes he will make to the SG range 
of catalogues. In producing catalogues of British stamps, Hugh will con­ 
tinue to have the valuable assistance of Robert Oliver who has worked at 
SG for nearly half a century. Douglas Myall, commenting on Robert's know­ 
ledge and experience, once wrote of Robert: 'At any meeting of Machin 
editors" he would surely be offered the chair'. It is good to know that these 
important 'tools of the trade' for both collectors and dealers are in such 
good hands. JOHN HOLMAN, EDITOR• 

Stamp scene Exhibitions • Auction news • 
Catalogues • Publications • Tennis legends 

Thematica 020 8343 2434 Exhibitions Thematica will be held at the Carisbrooke Hall, Seymour Street 
London w2 (near Marble Arch) on 29-30 Junc. Opening hours arc Satur­ 
day 10.30-17.30, Sunday 10.30-17.00, admission free. Leading thematic 
dealers will be present. A special souvenir shcct will be available featuring 
Jeffery Matthews stamp designs. Visitors can see the Io most popular 
stamps of The Queen's reign from those nominated by collectors (sec 
March Bulletin, page 196), and ·will be able to vote for their all-time fav­ 
ourite. If your top three matches the overall selection, you could win a free 
weekend trip to the French national stamp exhibition in Paris with 250 
spending money. The runner-up will rcccivc ,100 o 
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Midpex 2003 will be held at the Midland Sports Centre for Disabled, Tile 
Hill, Coventry on 28June. Open 10.00-16.00. Some 6o socictics (including 
the GB Philatelic Society) and 4-0 dealers will be present. Admission 50p o 
The 55th International Stamp Fair and 42nd Europa' exhibition will 

take place at the Palace of Tourism in Riccionc, Italy, on 29-31 August. 
The event has established itself as the start of the philatelic year and is 
the only one of its kind in Italy, accorded international status by the Gov­ 
crnment. The exhibition attracts about 20,000 visitors annually, many on 
holiday in Riccione, the most elegant of the Adriatic Riviera resorts. Ad­ 
mission to the exhibition is free • 

Midpex enquiries M Benford, 
Cloudshill, High Street, Shut­ 
ford, Banbury OX15 6PO. 

Comune Di Riccione Palazzo 
del Turismo, I- 47838 Riccione. 
Italy. Telephone +39 0541 
692194. 

Coronation exhibition To mark the 50th anniversary of the Coronation, a 
special exhibition at Windsor Castle brings together material from the Royal 
Archives, Royal Library and Royal Photographic Collection co illustrate 
the ritual and symbolism of Coronation from the 17th century to the pre­ 
sent clay. Amongst the items on show arc The Qucen's own order of ser­ 
vice for the Coronation and the pen she used to sign her Coronation oath; 
the Bible on which George III took his oath; and the manuscript of the 
music composed by Elgar for the Coronation of George v in 1911. The 
exhibition will be on show until 21 September except 16,June (Garter Day) 
and last admission will be at 15.00 on I July • 

Enquiries Ticket Sales and 
Information Office. The Official 
Residences of The Queen. 
London SW1A 1AA. Telephone 
020 7321 2233. information@ 
royalcollection.org.uk 

Auctions Spink will auction Stamps & Covers of the World on +June, fol­ 
lowed by British Empire Stamps & Postal History (1o,July) and GB Scamps 
& Postal History (25 September). Enquiries to the address at right, or see 
\.Vcbsitc www.spink-online.com o 

Cavendish auctions during.June comprise: GB Specialised (5th), World­ 
wide (6th) and Messengers & Philatelic Literature (9th). Enquiries to the 
address at right, or sec website www.cavenclish-auctions.com • 

Spink 69 Southampton Row, 
London WC1B 4ET. Telephone 
020 7563 4000. 

Cavendish Philatelic Auctions 
153-7 London Rd, Derby DE1 
2SY. Telephone 01332 250970 

······················································································································································································· 
New catalogues The 2003 edition of the popular Great Britain C:onrise Cat­ 
alogue was published by Stanley Gibbons at the end of April. price £18.95. 
Other recent catalogues include a Commonwealth Simplified Catalogue (18-1-0 
to late) with colour illustrations, price /39.95% the 2o03 edition of Collect 
Channel Islands and Isle of Man Stamps (£,3.95) and a loose-leaf Canada 
One- Country Catalogue price (9.95 in black & white, £19.95 in colour. 
Postage /,3.50 on UK orders under [,50; overseas postage on request % 

Stanley Gibbons Publications 
Parkside, Ringwood BH24 
3SH. Telephone UK order lme 
0800 611622. or +44 1425 
472-363 trom overseas. 

······················································································································································································· 
Societies' publications T'he January. ezwsletter of the British Decimal Stamps 
Study Circle contains detailed reports on the new printer ti.,r the North­ 
ern lreland stamp, the Wildings 1 miniature sheet, and Christmas stamps 
and books. and contributions by Edgar Smith on Mounting and \\"riting 
Up and a review of the stamp issues of 2002. Sent out with the Newsletter 
are News Sheets giving details of new printings of definitives (with cylin­ 
ders, printing dates, etc) and snippets of information on recent and forth­ 
coming issues, Whilst the information contained in BDssc publications is 
invaluable, the tone of reporting is at times sarcastic and anti-Royal Mail o 

BDSSC For details contact 
the Editor. Trevor Jones, 111 
Ralton Jones Close, Stoke 
Gifford. Brtstoi 8S34 8XY. 
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Enquiries Bernhard We,ss. 
Florianweg 57, 47574 Goch, 
Germany. 

Methodist Philatelic Society 
Contact Terry Smart. 11 North­ 
wood Park. Woodlesford, 
Leeds LS26 8PE. Telephone 
0113 282 6988. 

l'lw .\pril issur of The Bookmark]ournal nf thf' Grr.tt Britain lkri111al St,11np 
Book Study Circle reports in depth on the Microcosmos prestige book, the 
'Hello' book \4 March\, Enschede 1st and and class business sheets, and 
includes a brief report on the new Universal (Europe and Worldwide) books 
of 27 March, Robert Bostock writes on Harrison window book covers, and 
Roy Ingram on booklet packaging and carton labels, and Brian Morris ex­ 
amines imprint variations om 50p vending books. 'The President's message 
includes the revelation that Douglas Myall has spent an estimated 10,000 
hours compiling the latest edition of his Deegam Machin Handbook (to ht· 
published this Summer) that is probably more hours than most roller­ 
tors spend on their hobby throughout their lifrtimc! Sent out with Book­ 
mark is issue 51 of Douglas Myall's Deegam Report essential in keeping his 
Decgam Publications up-to-date o 
The i\ lan:h issue of Rund brief, published by hf' German G study group, 

Forschungsgemcinschaft Grossbritannicn Ev, contains worthwhile articles 
on Victorian ·Returned for Postage' markings, registered mail, the vR 
P<'nny Black, stamped to order newspaper wrappers, Irish telegrams, and 
new issues (\Vilding miniature sheet, Birds of' Prey, Occasions, Serrcl or 
Life, and Fruit & Veg). There is a useful list of articles and features in other 
GB magazines o 
The January .ewsletter of the l'vlclhoclist Philatelic Society includes fea­ 

tures on Hugh Bourne, the 150th anniversary of whose death was marked 
by a special handstamp for Englcsca Brook, Crewe in October 2002, and 
Christopher Hopper, the 2oolh anniversary of whose dealh was the sub­ 
jcct of a special Society cover in March 2002. Amongst the interesting 
items of news is a report from the Lancashire Evening Telegraj,h that a vestry 
at West Bradford l'vlethodist Church near Clithcroc serves as a post office 
on Monday and \.Yedncsday mornings. The previous West Bradford PO 

closed in August when the sub-postmasters retired• 
....................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Tennis legends Rod Laver and 
Margaret Court join a select 
group who have appeared on 
Australian stamps during their 
lifetimes. Shown at 84%. 

Wimbledon legends stamps Two of the world's 
great tennis champions, Rod Laver and l\ilargaret 
Court, have been named 2003 Australia Post Aus­ 
tralian Legends. Four stamps fealuring Laver and 
Court were issued by Australia Post on 24,Janu­ 
ary and both were presented with 24.-carat gold 
replicas of their stamps. Rod Laver is the only 
player ever to win the Grand Slam twice (in 1962 
and 1969. The Grand Slam is the rare feat of win­ 
ning the four major 'grand slam' titles in one year 
the Australian Open, French Open, \,Vimble­ 
don, and the us Open. l\llargarct Court won 62 

grand slam events in both singles and doubles more grand slam titles 
than any other player in history. In 1970 she became the only Australian 
woman to achieve the Grand Slam. Court and Laver arc shown on the 
stamps with the Wimbledon trophies in 1965 and 1969 respectively. This 
year's Wimbledon Championships takes place 23Junc - 6 .July • 
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Royal Mail news Definitives withdrawals • 
Special issues ·Ingots • Cartoons Smilers 
Revised high value stamps Future printings of the £1.50, £2, £3 and £5 
definitives will be in gravure rather than recess (intaglio) in line with the 
values from 1p to £1. Stamps from the new printings will be available from 
Tallents House and Post Office philatelic outlets from 1,July and from Post 
Office branches as supplies of the recess printed stamps are used up. The 
new stamps will be printed by De La Rue in sheets of 2o0. Colours will be: 
,1.50 terracotta, £2 slate blue, £3 purple, and /5 grcy blue. lridion ink will 
be used, as with the current £r stamp, and each will have two phosphor 
bands. Cylinders will be DI colour, DI iridion ink, or phosphor. Existing 
recess-printed high values will remain on philatelic sale until further notice. 
Unstamped Royal Mail FDC envelopes will be available from main Post 

Office branches and philatelic outlets about a week before r July, price 25p. 
The envelope is the standard one for definitive stamps, showing a detail 
(winged horse) from the Royal Mail Group pie coat of arms. Orders for 
serviced FDGs with the four stamps or cancelled by a pictorial first day 
postmark of Tallents House Edinburgh or Windsor must reach Tallents 
House (address below) by the day of issue. Price £13.93 UK or £11.86 over­ 
seas. Collectors may send stamped covers on the day of issue to: Royal 
Mail, Tallents House, 21 South Gylc Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB (Tal­ 
l en ts House postmark), or Special Hands tamp Centre, Royal Mail, Wex­ 
ham Road, Slough SL I 1AA (Windsor postmark), marking the outer envelope 
'Foo3 33' (Tallents House), or 'FDO3 3.4' (Windsor). Covers ran be posted 
or handed in at main Post Office branches for the Windsor postmark. 
Details of other handstamps for I July will be announced in the British 
Postmark Bulletin available on subscription from Tallents House (£12.25 
UK/Europe; £,24.95 elsewhere). For a sample copy write to: The Editor, 
British Postmark Bulletin, Royal Mail, 1.48 Old Street, London EC I\' 9HQ.. 
An illustrated pack containing the stamps (price £ 11.85} will be available 

from 'Tallents House, main Post Office branches and philatelic outlets • 

{A 
7-,­ ©y 

lA go» 

Definitive stamps Any remaining storks of the obsolete .40p, 45p and 65p 
Machin definiti,-cs1 also 65p Country stamps for England, Northern lre-­ 
land, Scotland and Wales will be withdrawn from sale- at Tallents House 
and Post Office philatdic outlets on 3July. These stamps were withdrawn 
from sale at post oflices on 3July 2oo2 when the relevant postal rates were 
increased. Stocks of the Scotland '..!nd and ist class stamps printed by Wal­ 
sall will hr withdrawn from philatdic sale o 4,June. 
Books of 12 2nd class stamps now cost [a.4o, books of six and 12 1st 

class stamps (1.68 and {3.36 respectively. New printings of the three inter­ 
national stamp books (E, 42p and (iBp stamps) are now available with The 
Real Network' slogan added to the Royal Mail logo on the front ro,·fr. 
Also now ;n-ailablc arl' rnlls uf :>oo 1st class stamps (gold\ and 2nd class 
'elsh country stamp, both printed by De L, Rue• 
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o ND 
V 

l 

M 
Postmark for the third Pillar to 
Post ingot cover. 

Tl II'. 
MAYFLOWER 

Forthcoming special issues Thnr are two sets of 
special stamps this month: Coronation Anniver­ 
scary (2,June), followed by 21st Birthday of Prince 
\William (17,June), both previewed in last month's 
Bulletin. The issue- for.July /\. British journey: 
Srotland is previewed this month. on page :W-1-· 
The stamp programme then continues with Pub 
Signs (12 August: two arc shown at left, at proof 
stage), Transports of Ddight: A Collection of 
Classic Toys (18 September), the British ivluseum 
(7 October), and Christmas (4- No,·cmbcr) • ~ 

Coin, banknote and ingot covers A range of special covers will be available 
from Tallents House from 2 June. All feature The Qucen wearing the Im­ 
perial State Crown on Coronation Day. A coin cover bears the 10 Anniver­ 
sary stamps cancelled with a special London swI gold postmark showing 
\ Vestminster Abbey and with the new /,5 (crown) Coronation Anniversary 
coin encapsulated. Price /,15.95. The ingot cover bears the five stamps 
showing the Coronation and procession cancelled by the Westminster 
Abbey gold postmark and with a silver and gold-plated ingot of the 1953 
Coronation 1s3d stamp. Price ,39.95. The banknote cover bears the stamp 
reproducing Cecil Beaton's official Coronation portrait of The Queen 
cancelled by the Westminster Abbey gold postmark. Set within the cover 
is a 4,5 note, with special cipher Qcog, and the Coronation £,5 (crown) 
coin. Price £44.95. A pack containing the ingot of the 1953 Coronation 
stamp, the new /,5 coin, and an original 1953 Coronation coin is priced 
£49.95. All three covers and the pack are produced in limited editions and 
early ordering is advised. Only 2003 packs have been produced. 
The third Pillar to Post ingot cover will be available from 29 July. The 

ingot reproduces the E stamp from the Pillar to Post set (October 2002). A 
pair of the stamps is cancelled by a special London postmark in the style · 
of the Airmail handstamp in use in 1934. The cover is available from Royal 
Mail Tallents House, price £29.95. The final ingot covers are scheduled 
for October and January. A storage box is free with regular orders. 
The first in a nc,v series -'Victorian Stamp Ingot Collection' - of attrac­ 

tive folders containing silver ingots of Victorian stamps is now available. 
This features the Penny Back, the world's first and most famous adhesive 
postage stamp. Price £26.95. The Collection will continue with the 1847 
embossed 1s (24.Junc), 1870 '/ad (12 August), 1882 5 orange, 1881 1d lilac, 
and 1887 Jubilcc' 1s stamps. The Victorian Stamp Ingot Collection, and a 
collection device in which to house them (free with regular orders), will be 
available from Tallents House, Edinburgh only • 

························································································· · . 
Publication 9 Available from 
Royal Mail Tallents House, 21 
South Gyle Crescent, 
Edinburgh EH12 9PB. Price 
£2.95. 

Bulletin publication Copies of publication 9 The Wildings: The First Eliza­ 
beth 1 Definitives will be withdrawn from sale on 27.June. This was given 
free with the April 2002 Bulletin but readers wanting additional copies 
should order now (order code PB362) Publications 1-8 arc out of print• 
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Smilers sheets A new Smilers generic sheet containing 20 1st class Car­ 
toons stamps will be available from 29July, price 6.15. Also available will 
be sheets of 20 with your personalised image printed on the labels, price 
/,14.95. For order form and further details phone 0845 074 2000 (UK cus­ 
tomers) or +44 131 316 7489 (overseas). Orders for generic and/or person­ 
alised sheets should be sent to: Royal iVIail Tallents House, 21 South Gyle 
Crescent, Edinburgh EI-112 9PB • 

Going off sale The Commonwealth Games stamps, presentation pack and 
stamp cards will be withdrawn from sale at Tallents House and Post Office 
philatelic outlets on 15,July • 

Rowland Hill Awards draw winner Nomination forms for the Rowland Hill 
Award for Post Office Excellence were entered in a draw for £!00 worth 
of Royal l\ilail philatelic products. The winner was Maurice Elgar who 
nominated Haslam Crescent Post Office in Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex. 
This office, run by Mr Harjit Walia, won the Award, Mr Elgar comment­ 
ing 'I cannot speak too highly of Mr Walia and the service he provides' • 

Bulletin draw winners The winners of our Packs Draw in the March Bul­ 
letin were: E Hudson of York; D Hunt, Denver, USA; D Bagley, Co Dublin, 
Ireland; Ms S Innes, Edinburgh; and B Rogers, lVIiddlesex • 

New printings The 2nd class \1Velsh stamp printed by De La Ruc (previ­ 
ously by Walsall) is now available from TaJlents House and Post Office phi­ 
latelic outlets. The cylinders used were DI yellow-brown Dr orange-brown 
Dr black DI phosphor. The overall impression is a lighter brown, with less 
distinct detail on the leek and background. The 1st class Machin in gold 
has been printed in gummed sheets of 200 by De La Rue. Cylindc-r DI gold 
DI phosphor. It ·will go on philatelic sale from I July and be available at 
Post Office branches as required. An earlier printing of this stamp (in 
sheets) was made by Walsall in 1997 • 
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The dawn of the second Elizabethan Age 

The death of a reigning monarch marks both the 
end of an existing era, and the start of a new one. 
So it was in 1952 with the death of King George VI 
and the beginning of 'the second Elizabethan age'. 
The Coronation gave Britain, indeed much of the 
world, something to celebrate following years of 
conflict and rebuilding. It was seen by many as an 
occasion that would offer a new start to life. 

e are rarely prepared for death in our personal 
lives and it appears to be no different in public 
life. As a result, there was no overnight change 
in postal arrangements, even within the Royal 
Household or the Go. The Royal Family went 
into immediate mourning, and tradition dictat­ 
ed that this would be for a period of six months. 

From a collecting viewpoint, this manifested itself in the form of mourn­ 
ing stationery, Some government departments also used mourning sta­ 
tionery, both here and in overseas outposts of the Empire. Another obvious 
impart related to The King's Flight, which was, not surprisingly, renamed 
The Queen's Flight and the stationery required updating to reflect this. 
The Royal Household must have been a hive of activity at this time. 

There was a funeral to prepare for, a new Monarch was on the throne and 
there was an eventual Coronation ceremony to enact. Like a well-oiled 
machine, they rose to the occasion by dusting down the 'How to .,° man­ 
uals last used back in 1936 and set to it. 

Postal history I will not dwell on the funeral, as this is a Coronation anniver­ 
sary issue of the Bulletin; suffice to say that there would have been invita­ 
tions to send out, acceptances to process and letters of thanks for the con­ 
dolences expressed to despatch. These will all have created collectable items 
of postal history. Preparations for the Coronation will again have created 
many opportunities for collectors. It must be remembered, though, that 
the interest in postal history collecting at that time was nowhere near as 
popular as it is today. That does not mean that there is not a lot of collcc­ 
table material available, for then, as now, an item of mail from the Royal 
Household would very often have been saved and handed down through 
the generations, eventually reaching the philatelic market. 

Opposite Mourning envelope 
(top left) for King George VI­ 
the border is always wider for 
a Monarch than for other 
members of the Royal Family. 
The Penrose Annual of 1954 
(top right) is the source of the 
black perforated Coronation 
stamps printed by Harrison & 
Sons, and a large selection of 
Coronation material. Special 
markings were used at Royal 
residences (bottom right). 

Black Coronation stamps The printing industry's Penrose Annual was pub­ 
lished each year to showcase the best of print. In 1954, this volume was 
not only the source of the black, perforated Coronation stamps from Har­ 
rison and Sons, it also contained a large selection of Coronation official 
stationery and ephemera. wluch of this material will not have a direct phi­ 
latelic link, but should be of interest to readers at this time, 50 years on 
from the event. It will be especially useful to collectors interested in the 
recently formed philatelic discipline of social philately. This branch of the 
hobby positively encourages the incorporation of ephemeral items along­ 
side traditional covers and stamps and is gaining in popularity every year 
The special markings used at Royal residences were some time in gesta­ 

tion. I presume it is not correct protocol to prepare for a new Monarch 
until the previous one has died, even when imminent death is expected. 
Indeed, the use of the certifying stamps of King George v1 continued for 
almost five months, from early February through to about the end of June. 
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New postage stamps The first postage stamp:-. lwarin.l!." Eli1:ibct h ·s l'lligy 
were issued on.5 December 1952, 10 months after her accession. 'The re­ 
maining low value definitives were issued in batches, and the full range 
was not completed until February 1954. The four high value stamps took 
even longer, not being issued until September 1955» ' . 

The Go also had many operational items to change beyond basic sheet 
printed stamps, such as lt.H·ms and postal orders, roils and stamp booklets, 
There was also the range or pre-stamped stationery. including l'm·doprs, 
lettercards, wrappers, postcards and arrogrammrs (including a Corona­ 
tion snun·nir edition} to print. These \\TIT all introduced over a consicln­ 
able period nf time. \\'ith existing George YI stocks being used up first. This 
was as much about being abk to produce newly designed stocks quickly as 
it \\'as ablHlt hcinn· rconomical. lndcccl, it was not until l\larch 1qi;.1. that ~ ,V 

the mixed reigns stamp booklet panes finally erased production. 

~:::;-,-----::::::---~ . . . . . . . . . . 
r.:=~:::::::::::::::::::.:::::~. 
SA85 

Glenn Morgan is Librarian of 
the National Philatelic Society. 
An interview was published in 
the February 1998 Bulletin. 

It is interesting at this point to consider how stamp-printing techniques 
have advanced in the past 50 years, as work on the ne\v definitives and 
Coronation issue took over a year. Compare this to the speed with which 
the issue mourning the tragic death of Diana, Princess of Wales, was com­ 
pleted. The stamps were on press before her funeral had even taken place 
although, as readers will recal.l, the issuing of the stamps was subsequently 

c 
delayed. Royal ~1Iail's 'fast-track' printing process is even quicker a mere c3 
five years on, such is the pace in printing technology. g 

(.9 
>­ 
D 

Royal visit Harrison and Sons held the Royal Warrant for stamp printing,~ 
and the new Queen paid them a visit to see her forthcoming Coronation i 
stamps on press. A commemorative presentation card was subscqucntly 
produced for publicity purposes. Harrisons had previously produced a sim- 3 
ilar card with the 1 ½cl and 2'ad Wilding portrait definitives the first of3 
the new reign. Both items arc available from auctioneers and dealers occa- ~ 
sionally and make an interesting addition to a Royal or British collection. ~ 
This shon survey of postal arrangements in the first few months after~ 

The Queen came to the throne reveals how long it took to effect change. j 
Let us hope that it is many years hence before we learn how quickly the~ 
process could be acted on nowadays • S 
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The Coronation As the anniversary stamps 

go on sale, we look at some designs of 1953 
Tiu CORONATION itself was commemorated by 
an issue of four stamps 2'zd, jd, is3d and 1sod 
designed respectively by Edgar Fuller (1898-196.f), 
Michael Goaman, Edmund Dulac (1882-1953), 
and Michael Farrar Bell (1911-93). Dulac was the 
subject or an article, by Philip Parker, in the l\ ray 
B11/leli11. l\'lichad Goaman is happily still around, 
one half of the well-known stamp de-sign team 
with his wife Sylvia. He told the Bulletin: 'It was 
interesting to recall our memories or the Coron­ 
ation issue as it was our first introduction to stamp 
design; the beginning of many years involvement 
in this field, both for the GPO and the Common­ 
wealth. The 4d value was Sylvia's concept, of a 
Tapestry elTect using the National flowers: she felt 

'---~-~------~---------' that it was a suitable surround for the Queen's 
portrait. The finished artwork was mine, as was the close runner-up; a 
design of hands holding the crown above the portrait, which gave us an 
extra chance of acceptance.' 

Some 75 designs were submitted by leading artists of the time, and a 
number arc shown opposite. Four were reproduced on National Postal 
l'vluseum postcards - three of these are shown opposite top, with Michael 
Goaman's issued 4d, and the fourth, his runner-up design, is shown above. 

A special Coronation air letter (aerogramme, shown opposite) was issued 
bearing a 6d version of the 1s6d adhesive stamp by Farrar Bell. The air 
letter design was by Stuart Rose. 
Collectors may recall the attractive Queen's Beasts stamps issued in 

1998. The beasts shown on the stamps were based on those created for 
The Queen's Coronation six-foot high sculptures which supported shields 
of Royal Arms and badges and were conceived to symbolise The Queen's 
royal descent and to guard Her entrance to Westminster Abbey. They were 
the idea of Sir George Bellew, Garter King of Arms 1950-61, who is known 
to philatelists as designer of the George VI IOs and 1 high values of 1939 
and 19.48 and the UPU Is stamp of 1949. The Coronation beasts were mould­ 
ed in clay and final castings made in plaster. A later carved set can still be 
seen at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. For further information sec the 
January 1998 Bulletin (pages 132-33) and the presentation pack for the 
Queen's Beasts stamps. 

Shown opposite is the Coronation anniversary special postal order, pro­ 
duced by Post Office Ltd, available from 2June from Tallents House and 
Post Office postshops, price /,14.95. Postal orders, first introduced in 1881, 
remain a popular and convenient way of remitting small sums of money; 
they are available at Post Office branches in amounts from 50p to £20 • 

l 
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A British Journey: Scotland The first set of 

Loch Assynt, Sutherland 
Scotland 

211(:· .. BenMore,Isle of Mull> 
Scotland 

Technical details 

Printer De La Rue 
Process Gravure 
Stamp size 35 x 35mm 

Sheet size 50 
Perforation 14.5 

Phosphor One band 2nd 
class, two bands others 
Gum PVA 
Gutter pairs Vertical 

Cylinder numbers & colours 

All values D1 silver o D1 black 
o D1 magenta o D1 yellow o 
D1 cyan (blue) o D1 phosphor 

Details of other 15 July hand­ 
stamps will be announced in 
the British Postmark Bulletin ­ 
available on subscription from 
Tallents House (£10 UK and 
Europe; £21.75 elsewhere). 
For a sample copy write to: 
The Editor. British Postmark 
Bulletin, Royal Mail, 2-14 Bun­ 
hill Row, London EC1Y 8HO. 

SIx sTAMPs featuring the magnificent Scottish scenery> the first in a 1o­ 
part stamp issue entitled A British Journey' - will be available from Post 
Oflice branches and philatelic outlets and from Royal Mail 'Tallents House 
Edinburgh from 15,July. 'There will also be a stamp book (sec below). 
The stamps feature: 2nd class Loch Assynt, Sutherland; 1st class Ben 

More, Isle of Mull; E (European) rate Rothicmurchus, Cairngorms; 42p 
Dalveen Pass, Lowther Hills; .47p Glenfinnan Viaduct, Lochaber; and 68p 
Papa Little, Shetland Islands. The Queen's silhouette is printed in silver at 
top left, with the Yaluc or service indicator at bottom right. The location 
shown on the stamp appears as a caption at the foot or each design. The 
stamps are the work of Phelan Barker Design Consultants, using photog­ 
raphy by Colin Baxter Photography Ltd (Loch Assynt, Ben More, Roth­ 
iemurchus, and Papa Little), Gary Smith (Dalveen) and Peter Jordan 
(Glcnfinnan). It is intended that these stamps will remain on sale at Post 
Office branches in Scotland until further notice. 

FIRST DAY FACILITIES Unstamped Royal Mail FDC envelopes will be avail­ 
able from main Post Office branches and philatelic outlets about a week 
before 15July, price 25p. Orders for serviced rFDCS with the six stamps can­ 
celled by a pictorial first day postmark of Royal Mail Tallents House Edin­ 
burgh or Baltasound, Unst, Shetland must reach Tallents House (address 
below) by the day of issuc. Price £,3.27 UK or 4,2.79 overseas. Baltasound 
was chosen for the alternative postmark as it is the most northerly Post 
Office branch in the UK. 
Collectors may send stamped covers on the clay of issue to: Royal Mail, 

Ta lien ts House, 21 South Gylc Crescent, Edinburgh EH 12 gPB (Tallents 
House postmark), or Special Handstamp Centre, Royal Mail, Rutherglen 
oo, Duchess Place, R.utherglen, Glasgow G73 IBT (Baltasound postmark), 
marking the outer cnvelope 'FDo315' (Tallents House), or 'FDog16° (Balta­ 
sound). Covers can be posted or handed in at main Post Office branches 
for the Baltasound postmark. 

1 
~ 

1 

~ 
\ 
I 

I 
(I 

STAMP BOOK A book containing four 1st class definitives (gold) and two 
1st class Britishjourney: Scotland stamps will be available, price £1.68. 
All six stamps are self-adhesive. 
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stamps in a new series of philatelic journeys 
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P1-11LATF.I.IC PRODUC.TS /\ \\'t'll-illustratccl pack containing the six st;unps 
(prier £2.80) and stamp cards ('.l5P each) \\'ill be available fron Tallcnts 
House, main Post Oilier branches and philatelic outlets. The pack, dcsignc<l 
by Howard Brmrn, includes text by Alexandra Morgan. 
The pack includes surnr facts and figures about Scotland: its popuL1tinn 

or :i,062,000 (Gg,500 Gaelic speakers): l.rnd mass of 78,783 sq km; and the 
population of its largest cities, Glasgow (577,8t69\, Edinburgh (448,62.4), 
Aberdeen (212,125) and Dundee (145,663\. Scotland also boasts the oldest 
\\orking· post oflice in the ,rnrld S.rnquhar. Du111fricsshirc ,since 171-i). 
and the highest and llHlSt northerly post oflices in the UK, at \\'anlockhcacl. 
Dun1rricsshirc 1.-1:>1111) a11d B.dt,1sou11cl on l 'mt in the ShC'tbnd 1,1.rnds • 

Among the many interesting 
illustrations in the presentation 
pack (obove) are. a road sign 
111 Gaelic: tossing the caber. 
Callan,sh standing stones: the 
Up Helly-Aa ftre festival; Loch 
Ness: the Scottish Exhibition 
Centre; Morray Firth do!ptl:ns. 
the Millennium Window 1n St 
Mary's Ep;scopal Cathed1al m 
Edinburgh, and the Fakir 
Wheel. 
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Scottish scenery on stamps 
Opposite. top row. the Carn­ 
gorms on 1966 Landscapes 
ts6d; the Jacobite monument 
and Loch Sh:el at Glenfinnan, 
1981 National Trust 14p; and 
fatlow deer n Scottish forest. 
1992 Wintertime 18p. 

M1ddie row. Carnoustie. 1994 
Scottish Golf Courses 30p: 
Ben Arkle. Sutherland, by the 
Prince of Wales. 1994 25p; 
the Braemar Gathering, 1994 
Summertime 41p, 

Bottom row: the West High­ 
land line near Bridge ot Orchy, 
1994 Age of Steam 19p; wood­ 
land at Doire Dach. 2000 Mil­ 
lennium Tree & Leaf 65p, and 
an aerial view of Luskentyre, 
2002 Coastlines 27p. 

The Scottish landscape For mam· \'isitors to Srntland. it is a country of . . . 
mountains, midges and mists a landscape that is never forgotten, Add to 
that the friendliness of its people. its cxn·llent fiiod and drink, its histori­ 
cal buildings, and distinctiveness from the rest of the v, and any holiday 
in Scotland is a memorable experience. The landscape varies from the 
rolling hills of the Lowlands to the bleak grandeur of the Western High­ 
lands. the rich soils of the agricultural cast. and the unique and diverse 
scenery of tilt' Hebrides. Orkney and Shetland. 
Although over the years numerous stamps have featured aspects of Scot­ 

tish history, agriculture and way of life, relatively few have depicted its 
magnificent scenery, Some of these are shown opposite. 
Many fine Scottish views featured on the attractive series of Scottish 

aerogrammes (airletters) issued from 197.4 onwards. 'Two of the best were 
entitled ·Nature of Scotland', issued in 1992 and 1997. An article on the 
second of these aerogrammes was published in the Bulletin of July 1997. 
The Nature of Scotland was the subject of a book sponsored by the for­ 
mer Scottish Post Office Board in 1992 and another book on the remote 
island of Eriskay was published in 1997 (sec Bu//eti11January 1998). A pleas­ 
ing design for a stamp showing the 'Hcbridcan coast' was prepared by 
David Gentleman in the 1960s - this unissued stamp was shown in the Bul­ 
letin in December 2000. 
Scottish scenery featured in The Scots Connection prestige book of March 

1989, Scottish farm buildings on the cover of a 1op stamp book of Janu­ 
ary 1979, and Click Mill, Dounby, Orkney on a 50p book of January 1990. 
Two sets of postcards featuring Scottish postbuses (some in scenic settings) 
were issued by the Scottish Post Office Board in November 1979 and July 
1980, and a set of six cards featuring crofting went on sale in June 1986. A 
Royal Mail prepaid 'aircard' showing a painting of the Isle of Arran by 
renowned artist Craigie Aitchison RA was issued in September 1997. 
The first day cover envelope for the current Scottish country stamps 

shows a Highland scene near Loch Fyne and the presentation pack shows 
the 'fairytale' castle of Eileann Donan and Loch Duich. 

Since 1970 local stamps (local carriage labels) have been issued by the 
Summer Isles, off the west coast of Ross and Cromarty, near Ullapool; 
stamps featuring the Mountains of Assynt-Coigach were shown in the Bul­ 
letin of June 1998. 
Several articles appertaining to Scottish landscape and the postal ser­ 

vices in rural areas have been published in this Bulletin in recent years. 
These include features on the Road to the Isles (October 1998), Isle of Islay 
(September 2000), Iona (January 2001), and Loch Lomond (March 2o01), 
Sanquhar and \1Vanlockhead post offices (January 1994 and August 1995), 
and postbus services Oune 1998). Photographs of the post offices at East 
Yell, Shetland, and Broadford, Isle of Skye were shown in November 1996, 
and the office at Achateny and the most westerly postbox at Portuairk on 
the Ardnamurchan Peninsula in March 1996. An article on the most north­ 
crly post office at Baltasound, Shetland - was published in the British 
Postmark Bulletin of 9 November 2001 • 
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Stamp printing at Walsall Glenn Morgan is given a VIP tour 

I was recently one of to collectors given the rare 
opportunity of visiting Walsall Security Printers 
at its \Yest '.\lidlands factory. The original Wal­ 
sall Lithographic Company, was founded in 189.4, 
while Walsall Security Printers Limited (ws?) was 
established in rg66 to concentrate on the special­ 
ist skills required for postage stamp printing-. 

The first stamp contract \alsall as a town was 
renowned for its leather products in the i9th cen­ 
tury and \\'alsall Litho was established to print 
catalogues for the harness and saddlers 
businesses. It was the purchase of a 
German letterpress seal' machine 
in 1913 that indirectly led to the 
first stamp contract for wsr 50 
years later! The King or Tonga 
had a requirement for an issue of 
stamps embossed on gold foil and 
De La Ruc (DLR) recommcnded 
\ Valsa.ll for the job. 

Over time, Sierra Leone, Sharjah, 
Bhutan, and probably others joined Tonga 
in issuing through Walsall stamps that were die­ 
cut and shaped as bananas, maps, coins, etc. It 
has taken almost 40 years for this joint concept 
of self-adhesive and die-cutting to be generally 
accepted. 
To this day, wsP are specialists in self-adhesive 

stamps, with water-activated (gummed) versions 
now accounting for only around five percent of 
its business. How times change, as cost was al­ 
ways a stumbling block to the mass introduction 
of self-adhesive products. Self-adhesive paper 
used to cost around twice that of water-activated 
paper; whereas now self-adhesive stock is com­ 
parable to the cost of water-activated. 

By 1969, the company was producing stamps 
for the Crown Agents and Inter-Governmental 
Philatelic Corporation. In 1987, they were first 
appointed as a supplier to the British Post Office. 
Expansion continued with the installation of a 
new Chesnut photogravure stamp printing press 
in 1997, largely to meet Royal .tvlail requirements 
for a Machin head in gravure. 

Interactive stamps .\s readers of this Bulletin will 
know, Royal Mail recently entrusted production 
of the 'fruit and veg' interactive stamps to ws. 
This new stamp issue certainly lives up to Royal 
Mail's slogan 'Stamps stimulate], causing much 
discussion among collectors as to the appropri­ 
ateness of such an issue. \\'ell, I like them! 
\\'alsall Print Group (WPG, the holding compa­ 

ny of ws), has recently been divided into three 
operating divisions that each focus on their key 
production capabilities: brand protection, com­ 

mercial label production and, of course, 
security printing. The group, which 

for a short time was known as the 
Millennium Print Group, is still 
a family-owned business run by 
two brothers,John and Adrian 
'Aspinall. Not a large company as 
such, but they arc a major em­ 
ployer in Walsall, and have been 

for well over 100 years. 

Stamp production Our host for the clay was 
Brian Janes, a person well known to many of the 
10 visitors, as we had met him previously at Har­ 
rison and Sons and later at De La Rue before he 
was given the chance to work at WSP in a similar 
role. 
\Ve were initially given an introductory talk 

that ended up as a question-and-answer session, 
such was our quest for knowledge. We were then 
taken to see the 'repro room', \.vhere the artwork, 
in whatever format it is provided in, is scanned 
into a computer, manipulated for colour, stepped 
into sheets, output to film and then printed from 
the cylinders. As Walsall use mini-webs, these 
cylinders are a far more manageable size than 
those used on the giant Harrison Jumelle press 
which was recentlv taken out of commission fol- , 
lowing the closure of the famous High Wycombe 
print plant. 
On press at the time of our visit were the forth­ 

coming Prince \1Villiam birthday stamps and, 
when released, we shall all be looking out for cor­ 
ner blocks with an 11 /o3/03 print elate as a sou- 
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venir of our visit, Also on press during our visit 
were the first class gold booklets, each reel of 
which contains 3000 metres of stamps, and there 
were dozens of these printed reels, all part of 
around 200 million books produced annually for 
Rm al Mail, 
Courvoisier is a brand and company that wPG 

purchased a while ago, and we saw the gravure 
press that had been moved over from Switzer­ 
land and \\'hich is now used for prndurt ion of 
short-run overseas orders. Built like a tank, this 
(Chambon press is set to run and run, and looks 
so sturdy compared with the modern Chesnut 
presses on site. 

It is interesting at this juncture to compare WSP 

with DLR, as \\'alsall saw value in rctainino· and ~ 
promoting the CourYoisicr brand; whereas DLR 
has a long history of buying, then removing fron 
the market place, all proof that their purchased 
companirs had ever existed, \ \'aterlow, Bradbury 
\\'ilkinson. Harrison and now Questa arr all hal­ 
lowed names that have met this sad fate. 
The contract for Royal t\lail business sheets is 

now with Walsall, and we witnessed the stripping 
of the matrix from the web on the second class 
definitives. We then saw them trimmed to size, 
concertina folded, banded into fifties and packed 
into boxes and labelled ready for shipment to 
Royal Mail stores at Heme! Hempstead. 

Finishing and packing The finishing department 
was also trimming into singles, folding, counting 
and packaging into twenty-fives the first class 
booklets. These were then wrapped in clear film, 
undertaken on a machine initially designed to 
cello-wrap boxes of cigarettes. It had been suit­ 
ably adapted to enable ink-jct printing of the pro­ 
duction date, adding a barcodc and the printer 
name. Each pack was then individually weighed 
to avoid any 'overs or undcrs' before being boxed, 
labelled and shipped out to stores. 

A little-kno'vvn aspect of wsP's capabilities is 
the philatelic bureau that they have established. 
Much of the enclosing into presentation packs 
and affixing and cancelling of stamps on first day 
covers is undertaken for the Dutch TPG and, in­ 
crcasingly, others, on-site. 
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Universal stamps The recent Universal l\ifachins 
from Royal Mail are an example from the WSP 

bureau, where Walsall created coils from the web 
of booklets. These ,vcre then feel into the appli­ 
cator and directly affixed onto Foes. Similarly, 
stamps from these same coils were die-punched 
into singles, giving the appearance of water-acti­ 
vated stamps, a process that they had perfected 
for the Dutch contract. It must be stressed that 
the coils used never left wsP and so arc unavail­ 
able for purchase. 
Depending on whether one or both columns 

of the original booklets were used, there arc a 
maximum of four different backs to each Uni­ 
versal stamp that will be of possible interest to 
collectors of Machin singles. (Readers may re­ 
call that the definitive 'coil boxes' and the Christ- 
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mas 2001 and 2002 self-adhesive issues contained 
in presentation packs had the backing paper vis­ 
ible around the stamp.) 
j Imerestingly, the two Universal Machin book­ 
lets were printed side-by-side on the web, as this 
(!) 

~ proved the most economical method of produc­ 
r 
tion, so shared colours and the paper stock (an 
Cl Avery product) will be identical in books, FDGs 
g and packs. Examination of the issued stamps will 
reveal whether the booklet and coil die-cutters 
Co 

':; used were identical or not, as we could not exam­ 
<f) 

± ine them together. 
;._ C 

jj A commemorative set for an unspecified Euro­ 
pean post office proved interesting from a vol­ 
umes viewpoint. The top value had 50% of its 
? pri111 run destined for post ollicc counters and the 
other 50% was reserved for philatelic sales. On 

PRINTING AT WALSALL 

that basis, collectors must at least cover the cost 
of stamp production and provide, I suspect, a 
healthy income as well. It was also surprising to 
learn how low a commemorative print run can 
be these days- in this case a mere 200,000 sets. 

Being a long-term, serious collector and scrup­ 
ulously honest, I could never have betrayed the 
trust placed in me during our visit. I must admit 
though, that I did see some wonderful items that 
would be star pieces in my collection. Items like 
the .Machin stamps with either no value or 'oop' 
value being used by machine minders for colour 
matching purposes. Then there were the imper­ 
forate booklets and stamps awaiting die-cutting 
or perforating, plus the essays with obsolete face 
values and 'approved for production' proofs. Still, 
I will always value my own reputation higher than 
that of my stamp collection ... just! 
Had I attempted to steal anything I was bound 

to be caught anyway; they are not called security 
printers for nothing. Hundreds of commercial 
printers in Britain can print, but there are now 
only two Royal Mail approved stamp printers in 
the UK - and for a reason. WSP will have invest­ 
ed considerable sums of money on many overt 
and covert security features that effectively mon­ 
itor the premises, staff and visitors constantly. 

We had arri\'ed at 10.30 and left, after a sump­ 
tuous lunch, over four hours later, having been 
treated royally even our name badge had VIP 
on it! It is obvious that Walsall runs a slick, pro­ 
fessional operation and has employees who dear­ 
ly enjoy tl1<'ir roles. Staff at all levels were so keen 
to share their knowledge and to answer the many 
questions posed, referring first to their line man­ 
ager if they were ever uncertain as to whether it 
was appropriate to answer or not. They were a 
credit to themselves and the company. 

So, a big 'thank you' goes to the Friends of 
Postal Heritage for requesting the visit, to Royal 
Mail for sanctioning it and to wsP Brian in par­ 
ticular for giving us such an enjoyable- and in­ 
formative day o 

·························································································· 
For details of events organised by the Friends of Postal 
Heritage, contact the Secretary: Mrs .A Harms, t3 
Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, Chatham ME5 9 1X. 
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Mainly Machins New issues and printings, and a definition 
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The Real Network' 

This page: book of universal NVIs paying the 40g weight step 
for airmail to Europe, and stamps from the presentation packs 
showing part of the book's back cover on their reverse sides. 
Opposite page: the Extreme Endeavours book and DLR's new 
20p. 33p and 41 p. 

Universal NVls Two books of four stamps issued 
on 27 March have aroused great interest. They 
are the universal' Non Value Indicators (NvIs) 
which pre-pay the .40g weight step for airmail to 
Europe and worldwide. Their airmail function is 
dearlv indicated bv a wrtical line of chevrons at 

4 « 

the right, although an airmail label is still re- 
quired, and each book contains four of them, 
printed by a separate cylinder to the stamps. Like 
all xvis they are valid in part payment for other 
mail, including inland mail. This is why they 
were accepted on first day covers. 
These stamps arc the first bi-coloured small 

format Machin definitives since 1976 when the 
9p and 10p stamps were re-issued in a single col­ 
our. (Large format Machins were issued to pre­ 
pay the first weight step for national parcels from 
1983 to 1986. The head and background on these 
stamps were printed in different colours.) 
One book of each type was printed side by side 

with eight books around the cylinders so that each 
revolution produced 16 books. They were print­ 
ed from a common set of cylinders. The ultra­ 
marine cylinder printed the head, text and cyl­ 
inder number on the Europe stamp and the blue 
chevrons on both stamps while the red cylinder 
printed the head, text and cylinder number on 
the Worldwide stamp and the red chevrons on 
both stamps. A single phosphor cylinder printed 
the bars on both stamps. The paler shades of 
The Queen's head were achieved by etching it 
less deeply than the chevrons. The normally 
white strips which appear at the right of other 

self-adhesive books contain the same coloured 
chevrons as the stamps, although larger, and 
ewry eighth book contained the cylinder m11n­ 
bcrs. These were w1 ultramarine, '"'I red and WI 

phosphor, They were printed in between the 
coloured chevrons in both columns or books. 
Ir you bought the presentation pack you will 

have noticed that single stamps in it had parts of 
the same printed substrate as used for the books. 
This is because they were punched out at 'Walsall 
before the books were actually cut out and fold­ 
ed. Thus there are actually four varieties of sin­ 
gles of each NVI, one for each position in the 
block. The stamps used on the official first clay 
covers were also taken from the main printing, 
but slit to single stamp-wide coils. WSP affixed 
the stamps to envelopes supplied by Royal Mail 
by a clever machine which placed a pair of stamps 
on each envelope before seeking out another pair 
for the next one. 

Extreme Endeavours book Another book in the 
mixed definitive/ specials series was issued on 29 
April, printed by De La Rue at Byfleet from new 
cylinders. These arc numbered DI magenta, DI 
yellow, DI Cyan, DI black, DI gold and DI phos­ 
phor. The phosphor is different from that used at 
the High Wycombe plant and is the same as that 
used by ws and the former House of Questa. 
De La Rue's former phosphor gave an afterglmv 
only when irradiated with short-wave ultra-vio­ 
let. It was brought into general use in 1987. Col­ 
lectors call it A phosphor. The newer phosphor 
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of a definitive, by D GA Myall 
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also has an afterglow ,,vhen excited by long-wave 
uv and is supplied under the trade name Nova­ 
glo, a Latin-based word meaning 'new glow'. To 
differentiate it I have dubbed it A2. The addition 
of B indicates that it also fluoresces blue in both 
wavelengths. 

Because of the extra width of the Everest team 
stamps a new arrangement has been adopted. In­ 
stead of four definitives flanked by a special at 
each side, the special stamps have been placed 
one above the other in the left panel, and the 
block of four gold Machins is on the right panel. 
These gold l\tlachins arc new; they arc the first 
De La Rue self-adhesives with A2B phosphor. 
The book is also the first in this series with 

Royal ivlail's new strapline on the cover. Collins' 
dictionary defines strapline as: 'a subheading ... in 
any advertisement'. In this context it refers to the 
text 'The Real Network' which appears under­ 
neath the cruciform logo on the front cover. (This 
is being added to all books of self-adhesives. The 
first of these appeared in r\'larch. All of them 
were printed from cylinders w 1 colour and w 1 
phosphor.) Another innovation is that the date of 
issue is now printed on the back ro,·cr. 1 like this 
series of books; even with the cover closed one 
ran sec which specials arr inside hy the design 
on the front, 

New 20p, 33p and 41p - short lives:\ few weeks 
before the tariff change of 8 May, it became nec­ t> , 

essary to replenish stocks of the 2op, 33p and q1p 
sheet stamps and these began to appear in post 

offices toward the end of March. Following the 
closure of the High \1\Tycombe plant all De La 
Rue's stamp production had been moved to By­ 
fleet, home of the ATN press originally installed 
there by Questa. (See Bulletin February 2000). 
This required the making of new cylinders. The 
numbers for all three values are DI (colour) and 
DI (phosphor) and all exist both no dot and dot. 
The dot is much larger than normal, more of a 
spot really (above). The De La Rue silhouette logo 
appears in the bottom of the left margin and is 
thus part of normal cylinder blocks. The no dot 
block has a 1mm ,·cnical line at the left in the 
colour of the stamp. Presumably. this pattern will 
be followed when other values come to be print­ 
ed. The three values mentioned, however, were 
withdrawn from general sale on 7 May so will 
have had a short life. 
The 2op 28 green stamp was previously print­ 

ed on the,Jumelle press (from cylinders 16/.47. 
17/.45 and 17/47) and the bars were printed with 
AB phosphor whereas the new printing uses A2B 
phosphor (see above). The colour of this new 
stamp is a distinct shade, being brighter and with 
more yellow in it. Another way of distinguishing 
between the two printings is to look at the gap 
between the base of the value and the bottom of 
the frame. The gap measures 3mm on thcjunwlk 
stamp but 3.3mm on the Arx version, a differ­ 
ence which is easily distinguished with the naked 
eye. 'The other two values also use A2B phosphor, 
but the colour is well matched to their Harrisons 
predecessors. 
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How do you define definitive? An interesting dis­ 
cussion of this topic took place recently on the 
intrrnf't. :\'lost countries issue so-called commem­ 
orative stamps as well as definitives. Many of the 
latter are pictorials, a fact which some thought 
qualified them as commemoratives. In the UK, 
wr haw anotlH'T group. Stamps depicting birds. 
flowers, insects etc do not commemorate anything 
but are thematic, although the subjects are usu­ 
ally indigenous to thc-sr islands. Royal Mail called 
these 'special issues', a tt'rm which now embraces 
true commcmorati\"C'S as well. The consensus of 
the discussion ,,·as that the defining c:haracteris­ 
tic of a special issue- is that it is on limited sale 
while a definitive is on sale for an indefinite time. 
(indefinitives?) This works well enough but there 
arc some GB stamps which do not fit it exactly. 
The 'double head' stamps issued injanuary 1990 
to 'commemorate-' the 150th anniversary of the 
penny black were officially described as 'special 
definitives', indicating their hybrid nature. They 
were to be on general sale only for the rest of that 
year. Similarly, the brownish olive .Machin issued 

1o years later commemorated the new millenni­ 
um and was taken off sale at the end of the year, 

Despite their limited period of sale I have al­ 
ways regarded the double head' and 'Milleni­ 
um' stamps as definitives, while recognising their 
special nature. The line, if there really is one, 
between definitives and specials will get consid­ 
erably blurred inJuly with the first country view 
stamps, showing Scottish landscapes. They will 
be on general sale for the usual period for special 
stamps but will br retained at post oflices in Scot­ 
land until further notice. This sct will be followed 
by issues for Northern lrrland (.t\-larch :2004), 
ales (June 2004), London (July 200.4), and pos­ 
sibly other parts of England at later dates. I am 
disposed to regard these stamps as specials rather 
than definitives but what do you think? We al­ 
ready have pictorial definitives for all four coun- g 

0 
tries of the UK and I do not think that we should g 

cJ 

have two sets of pictorial definitives on concur- 5 
<( 

rent sale. Regardless, I shall definitely be collect- g 
ing the country view stamps if they are all as g 
beautiful as those for Scotland • ~ 

On a mission Prashanthini Shanthakumar, by Richard West 

PRASHANTHINI SIHANTHAKUMAR is 
one of those remarkable youngsters 
who has really taken to stamp col­ 
lecting. Now 15 years old, it was ten II 
years ago, living in Sri Lanka, that 
she watched her uncle with his col­ 
lection. She was fascinated by what a 
she saw, not so much the detail, but 
the colours, designs and shapes of 
the stamps. She started to collect, in an old exer­ 
cise book, gathering as many stamps as she could, 
usually donated by her uncle and other friends. 
It was when she acquired her first printed al­ 

bum that the full world of stamps really opened 
up to Prashanthini. She discovered that you can 
learn so much from them: she was particularly 
eager to learn more about the Commonwealth. 
In 1966 she came with her family to England. 

Her father found information on the Royal Mail 
Collectors Club, which she joined, broadening 

Ill:-z [er experience further. That year 
she also joined the London Tamil 
Centre, and a little later the Centre 
started a stamp club, meeting every 
Saturday. Through this Prashanthi­ 
ni learned about competitions, and 
decided to enter one organised by 
Thematica (the thematic exhibition 
held injune and November in Lon- 

don), and came away with a bronze medal. This 
in turn led to visits to exhibitions, not least to 
Stampex (at the Business Design Centre in Janu­ 
ary and September), enjoying the many activi­ 
ties for young collectors provided there by the 
National Youth Stamp Committee. 
Visiting exhibitions inspired her to collect by 

theme. Prashanthini is also keen on dance, so 
what better than to collect dance and music on 
stamps? Other interests include royalty and wild­ 
life, so further collections have been developed 
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on Royalty, animals and birds. These have been 
entered in various competitions, not least the 
Stamp Active Competition (held each year as 
part of Autumn Stampex: more details fromjean 
Wood, tclcphonc 0191 252 8733). 
However, she does not concentrate just on her 

o·wn collection. Prashanthini has persuaded many 
others to collect, not least her own sisters and 
cousins. She was elected onto the Committee of 
the stamp club at the London Tamil Centre, help­ 
ing its membership to grow from just two or three 

g to nearly 20. For a year she edited the ambitious 
N 

g newsletter published by the group twelve times a 
~ year, keeping members well informed about all 
~ that is happening with youth philately and pro- 
a: 
o viding games and quizzes, and is currently the 
S group's President. She is anxious to find new ways 

of improving the club, which includes free stamps 
for those who attend frequently, and the chance 
for swapping, perhaps even with members of 
other stamp groups. 

But time still has to be devoted to school, where 
she particularly enjoys science, maths and infor­ 
mation technology. However, back to stamps, she 
keeps in close contact with her uncle still in Sri 
Lanka, each sending the other the respective new 
issues: Prashanthini in fact still regards Sri Lanka 
very much as home. And her campaigning work 
to encourage others to collect continues, pointing 
out how much she has leaned about the world, 
its people and cultures, its history, its flora and 
fauna. A testimony to her success at enthusing 
others is her father, who has now started his own 
collection - on aviation • 

Cover corner 
THIS MONTH HRH Prince \•Villiam of Wales cel­ 
ebrates his 21st birthday. Shmvn below is a very 
special birthday cover. It was sent Special Deliv­ 
cry from Buckingham Palace on 21,June 1982, the 
Prince's birthday, to Roy Mason, MP at the House 
of Commons. Realising the significance of the 
postmark's elate, Mr Mason (now Lord Mason of 
Barnsley) asked Sir George Pinker, The Queen's 
Gynaecologist who delivered the Prince', to sign 

the cover. Sir George not only signed it but also 
arranged for the other members of his delivery 
team to add their names. The Special Delivery 
label on the cover adds to the attraction of this 
cover. We are grateful to Lord Mason for allow­ 
ing us to illustrate this unique cover. Other signrd 
covers from his collection were shown here last 
October (pages 50-55) • 
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Below: 1982 Mauritius stamp 
showing the baby Prince leav­ 
ing hospital with his parents. 

, 

[As l.: i .. ·. ~ rs .. ! ,,. 

'; 'OR2so 
"rS lauritius :·. ,· - ... 

315 



BRITISH PHILATF LIC B\ILLl:T IN 

Philately on-line Ron Negus revisits Stanley Gibbons sites 
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\V1-1EN I last reviewed the Stanlcv Gibbons web­ , 
site in the Bulletin in April 2oo1, the exercise to 
transfer their well-known catalogues to the inter­ 
net had just started. In the intervening two years, 
Gibbons have been working very hard to extend 
coverage and to provide collectors with a range 
of new on-line options. 
Thi." stanjng point that led to my earlier review 

was the appearance of the first few countries to 
be included in the on-line version of the world 
famous Stanley Gibbons catalogues. These were 
made available at w,vw.allworldstamps.com. The 
design of this site has now been revised and cat­ 
aloguc listings are available on-line for all coun­ 
tries. These listings have been derived from either 
the company's main British Commonwealth (Part 
1) catalogue, or from Gibbons' Stamps ef the World 
publication. Access to these pages for any coun­ 
try, which show the same basic information as in 
the printed versions, is free. 

For a fee, subscribers can add information to 
catalogue entries to build up an individual record 
of their collection. From this detail, a Wants List 
can be derived and printed out, and a separate 
procedure allows duplicate stamps to be record­ 
ed to create an Exchange List. The virtual col­ 
lections that are recorded in this way can also be 
valued (at catalogue prices) in sterling, us dollars, 
Australian dollars, euros or Japanese yen. These 
extra options are currently available for £22.95 
per year. 
The opening screen on the All World Stamps 

site is very easy to navigate. It contains a simple 
search box giving a list of country names. Vlhen 

www.allworldstamps.com The All World Stamps home page 
also has links to other Gibbons sites. These include those for 
Auctions. Gibbons Stamp Monthly and information about new 
issues from around the world at the Stamp Cafe. 

the required country is selected, a second screen 
is displayed that shows any sub-divisions of reign 
or period that issues from that country are cata­ 
logued under. Any of the listed options can then 
be selected to allow the actual catalogue entries 
to be exhibited on the screen in date order. If 
more than one page is needed to show all the 
items within the chosen sub-category, a counter 
is available at the bottom of each page to allow 
further navigation. 
The standard page shows the yea1; title of the 

issue, the catalogue numbers of individual val­ 
ues, their face denomination, colour, and mint 
and used catalogue prices. If available, a thumb­ 
nail image of the design is also included. Click­ 
ing on this small picture provides an enlargement 
of the stamp concerned in colour. Apart from the 
main search facility, an advanced search option 
is also available. This allows catalogue pages to 
be called up using actual SG numbers, or a con­ 
secutive range of these. Alternatively, entering a 
range of years in addition to the country name 
can make the selection. 
Over the two years since I wrote about this site, 

significant improvements have been made to 
make it much more user-friendly. Many of the 
changes have come about as a result of feedback 
from collectors. This is encouraged via a 'Con­ 
tact Us' screen that allows c-mailed suggestions , 

0 

to be sent directly to the design team. \,Vhilst not~ 
all can be implemented immediately, the team ~ z 
are keeping a wish list, so further changes can be a 

a: 
expected in the future. In the meantime, the site o 
is well worth the attention of all collectors • E 
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Postbag Letters to the Editor 
Royal Horticultural Halls As Managing Director 
of the Royal Horticultural Halls & Conference 
Centre in \1\Testminster, I draw readers' attention 
to the fact that the Royal Horticultural Society 
celebrates its bicentenary in 2004. As part of the 
celebrations, an exhibition will be mounted dur­ 
ing the Society's Great Autumn Show in Sep­ 
tcmber to depict the Royal Horticultural Halls 
and their extraordinary history of events over the 
past 100 ycars. As the organiser of this event I am 
hoping your readers have interesting mementoes, 
catalogues, brochures, stamps or articles relating 
to any of the non-horticultural shows and events 
that have taken place in both the Lindley Hall 
and Lawrence Hall since 1904 and 1928 respec­ 
tively, as well as the historic philatelic exhibitions 
such as International Philatelic Exhibition (1906), 
Jubilee International Exhibition (1912), London 
International Stamp Exhibition (1923), and APEX 
International Airpost Exhibition (1934). All these 
took place in our first Hall at 80 Vincent Square; 
more recently the Halls have been home to Stam­ 
pex and currently Philatex. 
Other notable events included Schoolboys and 

Schoolgirls Exhibitions (1926 through to the late 
1950s), The Model Engineer Exhibition (for 30 
years from 1918), Applied Arts and Handicraft 
Shows, Medical and Nursing Shows, Hairdress­ 

ing, and Dog and Pigeon Shows. In 1939 the 71st 
Crystal Palace National Cage Birds exhibition 
took place in what was then called the Old Hall. 
For 30 ycars, big band dances and social func­ 
tions took place in the Halls where the Canadian 
Pitch Pine wood floors created wonderful natur­ 
al dance floors. Hundreds more events took place 
reflecting a rich pattern of social history. 

Do any of your readers remember any of these 
or have material relating to them? If so I would 
be interested to her from them with a view to dis­ 
playing items, on loan, during the event. RENE 
DEE, Royal Horticultural Halls & Conference 
Centre, Bo Vincent Square, London sw1P 2PE; 
e-mail rened@rhs.org.uk • 

Amy Johnson In your preview of the Extreme 
Endeavours stamps (March Bulletin) you state that 
Amy Johnson was lost after her plane caught fire. 
I have read a great deal about Amy Johnson and 
have not come across this before. She would have 
run out of fuel (41h hours maximum for the Ox­ 
ford aircraft she was flying) and baled out prob­ 
ably thinking the barrage balloons on the Thames 
barges indicated she was owr land. It was snow­ 
ing at the time as well as low cloud. I am looking 
forward to getting the special stamps. SHEILA 
Al.I.AN, AYR• 

Special draw Win a Coronation Anniversary stamps sheet 
T11E CORONATION ANNIVERSARY ISSUE was the 
last printed by De La Rue at their High Wycombe 
works. The last day of printing was go December 
and we have a sheet from the last batch printed 
number 0522952. This may indeed be the final 
sheet printed lO go into public circulation. 

: : ····•· ..... · 

For a chance to win this special sheet simply write 
your name and address on the back of a postcard 
and send it to: Coronation Draw, British Philat­ 
clic Bulletin, Royal Mail, 1.18 Old Street, Lon­ 
don Eciy 911Q to arrive by 30,June 
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Competitions Win £200 in two easy-to-enter competitions 

FIRsTLY, identify the stamp from the detail above. 
Send your answer toJunc ldentiji· Competition. 
Secondly, test your philatelic knowledge by ans­ 
wering the quest ions below. Send your answer to 
June hnowledge Competition. 
1 Who designed the 1996 Classic Sports Cars 
stamps? 
2 In which year did Lord Tennyson feature on 
stamps? 
3 hat is Lhe namr of the thematic stamps exhi­ 
bition hdd in London eachjune and November? 

March identify Tho detail is 
from the 1967 Francis Chich­ 
ester stamp. The winner was 
I Winrow of Derby. 

March knowledge Answers: 
1) E Ripley: 2) Sound & 
Vision, 3) 1980 and 1987. The 
winner was D Hunt of USA, 

Ten runner-up prizes were also 
sent for each competition. Our 
thanks to all who entered. 

Send your answer (addressed to either the .June 
Identify competition or June hnowledge compe­ 
tition), name and address on a postcard or hack 
of a sealed envelope to: British Philatelic Bulletin, 
Royal Mail, 1.48 Old Street, London E@Iv 911Q. 
The senders of the first cards drawn in each com­ 
petition on 11 July will each rcccivc ,1o0. Ten 
runner-up prizes of presentation packs or Foes 
will be awarded in each competition. 
The competitions arc not open to Royal Mail 

employees• 

Events 
7 June Ringpex 2003 (Ringwood PS Stamp and 
Postcard Fair) at Greyfriars, Christchurch Road, 
Ringwood. 10.00-16.00. 12 dealers. Admission free. 
Enquiries C Mount, 01425 4 74310. 

7 June Yorkshire Phil Assn 57th Annual Convention 
at Ecclesfield School, Sheffield. Includes Stamp Fair. 
09.30-16.30. Enquiries J Hartley, 0114 230 4155. 

7 June Kent Federation Day/Stamp Fair (hosted by 
Maidstone & Mid Kent PS) at lnvicta Girls Grammar 
School, Huntsman Lane, Maidstone, 10.00-16.00. 
Over 20 dealers in attendance. Enquiries B Stone­ 
street, 01622 675784. 

19-22 June Welsh Philatelic Society meeting at Plas 
Tan y Bwlch, Maentwrog, Gwynedd. Enquiries P 

, Gaywood, 2 Fairways, Fulwood, Preston PR2 8FX. 

28 June Midpex 2003 at Midland Sports Centre for 
Disabled, Tile Hill, Coventry, See p293. Enquiries M 
Benford, Cloudshill, High Street, Shutford, Banbury 
OX15 6PQ. 

28-29 June Thematica 2003 at Carisbrooke Hall, 
Seymour Street, London W2. Near Marble Arch. 
Dealers, UK thematic societies, displays and com­ 
petitive exhibits. Open Sat 1 0.30-17.30, Sun 1 0.30­ 
17.00. Enquiries 020 8343 2434. 

4-6 July Philatelic Congress of GB at Swallow Hotel, 
Gateshead. Talks, social events, etc. Enquiries C 
Garside, 0191 384 5468. 

29-31 August 55th International Stamp Fair and 
42nd 'Europa' International Philatelic Exhibition at 
Palace of Tourism, Riccione, Italy. See p293 • 
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Late news 
Royal Mail update De La Rue have now printed 
the English 68p and Scottish 2nd and 1st class 
stamps on the ATN machine at Byflect (formerly 
Qucsta). The use of the ATN as opposed to the 
Jumclle machine at High \1Vycombe necessitated 
the manufacture of ne·w cylinders: English 68p 
DI purple DI silver, Scottish gnd DI new bluc DI 
blue o I silver, 1st o I rose-red DI deep rose-red o 1 
greenish yellow DI silver. The phosphor cylinder 
is o I on all three. Supplies of the new printings 
will be distributed to Post Office branches as re­ 
quired; there will be no first day of availability. 
New £5 and (1o Royal Mail phone cards will 

be available from Tallents Housc from 2 June. 
The £5 card reproduces the Coronation Anniver­ 
sary stamp showing the Cecil Beaton portrait of 
The Queen; the (1o reproduces the stamp show­ 
ing The Queen in the Coronation Chair • 

Changes to Country stamps The current country 
stamps are incurring poor machine readability 
rates due to low phosphor signal. As the stamps 
arc primarily for postage use, we must produce a 
new set to overcome the problem. All 16 current 
country stamps (England, Northern Ireland, Scot­ 
land, and Wales gnd, 1st, E and 68p) will be reis­ 
sued in the same basic design but with a narrow 
white border around each stamp. These will go 
on sale on 14 October 1003 with first day covers, 
presentation packs, and stamp cards. Royal Mail 
regrets these new printings, but the stamps must 
meet the postal delivery standard required• 

Philatelists honoured The Royal Philatelic Soci­ 
cty London has awarded its Ln11don i\kdal to 
Ron Negus, well-known to Bulletin readers, for 
his work as the Society's Archi,·ist and his con­ 
tribution to its distinguishedjnurnal, 'lllf J,undon 
Philatelist. Jane Moubray has rccciH'd the pres­ 
tigious Lindenberg l\kdal by the Berlin Phibtl'l­ 
ir Club. Prt>,·ious British recipients were Robson 
Lowe, Ron Lee, and John Marriott. 

The British Phibtdic Trust prm·idc" h,,ok:; on 
philately to youth stamp groups. Donations are [ 
sought from collectors in memory of postal his-' 

tory collector and dealer Michael .Jackson, who 
died in January, to provide more books for young 
collectors. All donations and enquiries to: BPT, 
107 Chartcrhouse Street, London EC IM GPT • 

Auction news Harmers 2.4 April sale included 
four artist's drawings for the 1969 Architecture 
issue - these realised between £188 and £282. 
Imperf, undenominatcd proofs of Machin head 
stamps in deep and pale lilac and deep and pale 
turquoise made £49+ (est 380). A fine collection 
of protectiYe undcrprints ,vith many scarce items 
exceeded all expectations, achicYing £5587 (est 
£600). On 26June Hanners will auction the 'Koh 
i Noor' GB and Commonwealth 'Specimens' col­ 
lection. Enquiries: Hanners, telephone 020 87+7 
6100. 
The Spink sale on 24 April included scamps 

and postal history. A collection of family corre­ 
spondence, 1710-1810, with straight-line post­ 
marks, etc, made £1,955 (est /,300-400), and an 
almost complete submission for the 1839 Trea­ 
sury competition realised /27.600 {/10-12,000). 
A fine block of .18 of the 18_p 1d plate x (EA-HL) 
went for [23,000 (£,1o-12,000\, and a complete 
sheet of the 1929 £1 Pvc stamp made £1o,925 
(/C8-9000). In cnmrast a collection of Elizabeth 
1I commemoratives, in five volumes plus carton, 
mostly in cylinder blocks, with a face \·alue of 
over £634, made [241.50 est. £300-400\. Prices 
realised in the first sale of the stock of William 
Frazer ranged from just /./) tu [7-+7:J for a stock 
of Indian Feudatory States (est {tooo-{1200), 
Enquiries: Spink, telephone 020 7563 4000 • 

Enschede anniversary Shown here are the two 
Netherlands stamps marking the 3ooth anniver­ 
sary of printing firm Joh Enschede. This issue 
was noted in the May Bulletin 

• • • :se • '7.84-g- oo4 - +7e ; 
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Coronation anniversary commemorative souvenirs 

CoRoxATION i . . ~ 
~ 

Banknote cover Above left: 
Price £44.95. Limited edition 
of 10,000. Order code AB001 

Coln cover Above right: 
Price £15.95. Limited edition 
of 40.000. Order code AN032 

Mugs Left: Price £19.95. 
Order code PY778 

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of The Queen's Coronation, Royal Mail and 
Royal Mint have developed a unique collection of commemorative coins and 
note covers. 

Coronation banknote cover This exquisite banknote cover features a mint 
£5 banknote with an exclusive QC03 cipher, a Royal Mint 2003 Coronation 
£5 coin with a striking contemporary design, and the 2003 Coronation stamp 
displaying the Cecil Beaton portrait of the newly crowned Queen. The edition 
number and the SW1 postmark are printed in gold. 

Coronation coin cover This commemorative coin cover features all 10 of 
Royal Mail's 2003 Coronation stamps and a Royal Mint 2003 Coronation 
Crown. Both sides of the coin are displayed. The cover itself features both 
the edition number and the SW1 postmark printed in gold. 

Coronation mugs A set of four classic bone china coffee mugs. White with 
a gold rim, one Coronation stamp of 1953 is featured on each mug: the red 
2½d, the blue 4d, the green 1s3d and the deep blue 1s6d. Manufactured 
exclusively in the UK for Royal Mail. 

Royal Mail 

Tallents House, 21 South Gyle 
Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 9PB 
Telephone orders: UK 08457 
641 641; overseas +44 131 316 
7483 

II I 
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COMM EMO RAT IVE COVER s . Supplied with the BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLETIN 

D □ The information service for 

% +v; 
JUNE 2003 

Special announcement to cover producers The number of requests for announcements in this 
Rcvie\.v has grown rapidly in recent months. Regrettably we must now restrict announcements to 
one cover per producer per month • 

GB Covers Hand made, limited edition, full set 
FD Cs arc produced by the founder and Life Pres­ 
ident of GBFDC (Association of Collectors of GB 

First Day Covers) for Association members. The 
one produced for the Secret of Life stamp issue 
is illustrated with a painting commissioned spe­ 
cially for this FDC from Barry Hawkins of Bris­ 
tol. Strictly limited to 95 signed and numbered, 
a few remain for sale to the public at ,16.50 cach 
including informative insert, postage and stout 
packing • 

Orders and enquiries GB Covers, 102 Regal Way, Kenton, 
Harrow HA3 ORY (waldo@metronet.co.uk) 

Dawn Cover Productions olfrr an unusual 'dou­ 
ble' issul' in a limited edition or 100 numbered 
co\'C·rs. The original cover shows the steam loco­ 
motive named Slt1}ifld United pulling a mail train 
across one or the bridges in Slwffo·ld. and for 
lovers nf trams, one of the Shdlidd tr.1111, is abo 
in the painting by the late GS Cooper. 'The spe­ 
cial handstamp was used on the first day of issul' 
for the Rowland Hill stamp but has been addi­ 
tionally handstamped by the 'Mail Rail' post­ 
mark used at Mount Pleasant in London on 15 
March 2o03. This time one of the stamps used 

I 
l - 

was of the Mallard steam locomotin.' as it was 
passing a mail bag exchange apparatus. Each 
cover also includes a limited edition postcard of 
the painting. Price £,9-50 postpaid • 

, AN 

Orders and enquiries Dawn Cover Productions. 27 Ashfreld 
Road. Davenport, Stockport SK3 SUD. Telephone 0161 483 
1297. 

Fourpenny Post/\ cowr for the Prince \\"illiam 
stamps features the Prince as a baby and now. 
Blank (unserviced) covers, with filler card, cost 
£2. Ser\'iccd \\'ith pictorial first day postmark 
[7-60 or /11.25 with cs. Postage /1 vK. /2 
on-rscas. Srnd iOP stamped addressed label for 
list of past FDes and sample cover or sec \\'W\\". 
fourpenny post.co.uk. Payments by post or by UK 
debit card through Nochex on website o 

I ; 

I f) I .. \· 
•····· 

' I 

Orders and enquiries Fourpenny Post, 30 Dtn$dale A-..enuo. 
Wc1!1send NE28 9JD. Te!ephon00191 262 884-l c ma:I 
enquiries@fourpenny post.co.uk 



M Tanner olkr:-. a cover of the 7 it a mic having its 
fuels fitted, limited to 35 numbered copies, 
Price(including postage> (16.99 UK or 17.99 
overseas. A 44p Workers' Tale Titanic stamp is 
cancelled Belfast 27 March 2003 RMs Titanic., 
Covers include a colour filler postcard of the art­ 
,,-nrk .. \drlitinn:-il po:-tcards n1st l)llj) t·ach plus 
postage at 4op UK or [,1.20 overseas per order if 
ordered separately. The Titanic series has now 
reached xo 11 .. \ different cover similar to 44p 
stamp is also available a the same terms. .-\ dir­ 
ferent very limited maximum card {8 t'K/ [9 
m·<·rscas for this hancl:-tamp issue also. Visa/ 
Mastercard accepted, with [ charge per trans­ 
action. Send thrcr 1st class stamps for lists o 

Orders and enquiries M Tanner, 180 Whitehorse Road. West 
Croydon CR0 2LA. Fax/Answerphone 020 8684 9757 for 
credit cards only. e-mail tacovermaxipostcard@talk21.com 

Payne First Day Covers ofTcr a cover for the Real 
Ale Tasting Society and the Pub Signs stamps, 
cancelled by a specially sponsored London \•VC 1 

handstamp. Only 35 numbered covers will be 
done. Price £20 postpaid UK, o,·crseas add 1. 
Sterling or Euro cheques only please • 

Orders and enquiries PM Payne, 16 Rue Berthollet, 75005 
Paris, France. Telephone 00331 47071051. e-mail: ppayne@ 
cybercable. fr 

Buckingham Covers .\ double dated coyer which 
is both a De \29 April) and a 5oth anniversary 
commemorative 29 May is autographed by Sir 
Ed111111Hl I I ill.try and features his photograph or 
Sherpa Te sing. Double dated signed: J) 7-!l;i· 
:\l,o ;l\·,,ilabk is an unsigned Dc with full set of 
six Endeavour stamps ,(8.~):> or signed Edmund 
Hillary /22.95. Other co,·ers ,rill be available, 
inducting NZ special stamps and a 1953 New 
Zealand Crmn1 Coin ,·crsion: £29.95 + p&p • 

Orders and enquiries Buckingham Covers 136 Sandgate 
Road. Folkestone, Kent CT20 2BY. Telephone 01303 850688. 

Chris Phillips ofTcrs a cover to commemorate the 
founding, on 15 April 1953, of the famous New­ 
lands Road Philatelic Society - the only serious 
all junior club, never run or organised by adults. 
The cover bears four different labels attached to 
Flowers Smilers stamps, on a cover marking the 
event, with a special Tunbridge \,Velis postmark 
of 15 April 2003. Strictly limited to +o sets. Price 
£8 or ,4 to original Club members, cash or UK 
cheques only. lVIr Phillips is keen to contact for­ 
mer Club members - sec www.philatclic.org.uk 
and http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ncwlancls 
roadphilatelicsociety / • 

----- 2» iivise 
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Te only All Junior 
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Orders and enquiries C Phillips, 19 Alexandra Park, Scar­ 
borough YO12 5JN, Telephone 01723 368475. 
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Benham Queen Elizabeth 1, the last monarch of 
the house of Tudor, died 400 years ago on 24 
March 1603 at Richmond Palace. A coin cover 
has been produced to mark that occasion and to 
celebrate the reign of one of England's greatest 
Queens. The cover depicts Elizabeth 1 in an im­ 
pressive image taken from a miniature portrait 
by Nicholas Hilliard, and encapsulates a bronze­ 
coloured piece with a further depiction of the 
Queen in all her regal splendour. The large 
black 1st class NVI is postmarked Richmond, on 
the anniversary of her death and is shown above 
the 1968 4-d Elizabeth I stamp with a Tudor Rose 
cachet. Order code co3sP17, price £29.95 plus 
postage £1.75. Please mention the Bulletin when 
ordering • 

Orders and enquiries Benham House, Tontine Street, 
Folkestone CT20 1SD. Telephone 01303 226777, 

Chapman & Mitchell On 25 March Chapman & 
Mitchell Covers at Bletchley Park Post Oflice 
serviced a cover for the Fruit and Veg issue. The 
design was the result of a schools competition 
on 'The Changing Face of Milton Keynes'. The 
competition, organised in conjunction with the 
local Bc, Milton Keynes Gallery and the Edu­ 
cation & Business Partnership, was judged by in­ 
dependent art experts, and the design was kept 
secret until the day of issue. The eight schools 
"·hose designs were chosen ,·isited Bktrhky Park 
to help Royal l\'lail launch the stamps. As part 
of the fun they created their own pes with the 
stamps using blanks of the cover they designed, 
'The Enigma cinema also showed a short filn 
produced by Royal Mail in 1g68 the year Mil­ 
ton Keynes first took shape, From the comments 
made by the children Bletchley Park o seems 

to have created a new generation of collectors. 
The doubled-sided c5 cover is available to col­ 
lectors as a set of two. Limited edition of 200. 
Pricc 4,12.50 • 

Orders and enquiries Chapman & Mitchell Covers, Bletchley 
Park Post Office, The Mansion, Bletchley Park. Milton Keynes 
MK3 6EB. Telephone 01908 631797. www.bletchleycovers. 
com 

Phil Stamp Covers has produced this humorous 
cover for the issue of the Wilding Definitives 
Collection I I miniature sheet. Dorothy Wilding 
was known to be a little eccentric so she mav 
have appreciated the illustration of 'Phil' pos­ 
ing for her photograph. The cover is cancelled 
with an 'Old Bond Street, London \\" 1 • hand­ 
stamp. Phil is drawn by the cartoonist J Edward 
Oliver, whose work has regularly appeared in 
the Buster comic. This limited edition cover, of 
only 100 copies. is priced at {1 '2.55 plus £1.'20 

postage and packing 2.30 overseas) and is par 
of a unique rolkniun which ,,·ill appeal to the 
young and the young-at-heart alike o 

Orders and enquiries Pt111 Stamp Co\ers. J3 \'l;h!tehe.:id 
Close, Dartford DA2 7PR. Telephone (Steve Over) 01,372 
278674 



COMMEMORATIVE COVERS BE VIEW 

AG Bradbury O 17,June Royal :\I ail marks the 
Jtst hinhd.,y of Prince William with a set of four 
"tamps. For this issue Adrian Bradbury olfrrs a 
cover featuring genuine mint stamps depicting 
the ancestry of the Prince from (-.2_uel'll \'ictoria 
his great, great, great, great grandmothn) to the 
prt'S<'11l reign (1972 Silver Wedding stamp fea­ 
turing his grandparents. The Qucen and Prince 
Philip). In addition stamps feature his father. 
Prince Charles {1969 Investiture) and his moth­ 
er. Diana, Princess of Wales 1998 memorial set), 
The covers cost [19.75 each with a specially 
sponsored Windsor postmark fi:aturing a deco­ 
rative 'w'. Price includes postage worldwide o 

Orders and enquiries AG Bradbury. 3 Link Road. Leicester 
LE2 3RA. Telephone 0116 2705367. Order online at www. 
bfdc.co.uk - just type 8353 in the stock code box. 

Methodist Philatelic Society A cover serviced g31 
January marks the centenary of the birth of the 
Rev Donald Soper (later Lord Soper of Kings­ 
way) who died in 1998. The co,·cr shows Lord 
Soper with the dates of his birth and death and 
is inscribed ·The Prophet of the Soapbox'. It 
bears a 1st class definiti,·c cancelled by the Tower 
Hill, London Ec3 pictorial handstamp. Price 
£1-75 plus postage. Send foolscap SAE for list of 
carlier covers. (For details of the Methodist Phi­ 
latelic Socictv contact TR Smart, 11 Northwood 
Park, \\'oodlesford, Leeds Ls26 8rE.) • 
Orders and enquiries R J Macmillan, Cluny, 1 1 Cullaloe 
Court, Dalgety Bay. Dunfermline KY1 1 5HW. 

Philatelic Congress .\ cover for Congress 2003, 
.Swallow Hotel, Gateshead, j-6,July+ will depict 
the Gateshead Millennium Bridge, It will be a 
limitt·d edition numhncd l-l(l(l, Each will hear 
tht· 1st dass N\'t clC'picting the Bridge issued in 
2000, cancelled by the Newcastle upon Tyne 
Cathedral special handstamp dated 5July. CuY­ 
ers contain a filler leaflet about the bridge. and 
will be posted as soon as possible after the close 
of Con<.rress. Tlwv should be delivered in a plas­ " , tic protective transparent wrapper, I is hoped 
that a small number \\'ill be signed by the Mayor 
of Gateshead. Price [1.50 or [2.50 signed. 
Orders should be received by I July • 
Orders and enquiries Jolin D Jeffery, 40 Valley Drive, Low 
Fell, Gateshead NE9 5DH. 

Stick with Stamps produced 150 covers for the 
Fruit & Veg issue: 1 oo bear their official hand­ 
stamp of Greens, TurrifT; the remaining 50 have 
cDss for Cherry Tree, Garden Farm, King Ed­ 
ward, Leck, Pear Tree, Ripe, The Green and The 
Orchards post offices. ,12.50 cach, postage and 
packing 1 to any destination. They have also 
sponsored two handstamps for Extreme Endeav­ 
ours - Polemarch Street, Seaham, Co Durham 
and RRs Discovery, Dundee, with polar covers. 
Three covers and two handstamps ,,viii follm•v for 
the Coronation Anniversary set • 

Fu 
Felt & Ua9 

Orders and enquiries Stick with Stamps Ltd, PO Box 3437, 
Milngavie, Glasgow G62 7YP. Telephone 014 1 955 1945. 
www.stickwithstamps.com 

Cover producers wishing to announce a recent or forthcoming cover should submit typed copy of up to 100 words. Please follow the style above: 
the text should give a brief descript,on of the cover, state the stamps and postmarks it will bear and give retail price and address to which collectors 
should send orders or write for further information. Announcements are published on a first-come-first-served basis, and may be modified or short­ 
ened at the Editor's discretion. Copy fer consideration for the August 2003 Review should be sent to The Editor. British Philatelic Bulletin, Royal Mail, 
148 Old Street. London EC1V 9HO by 9 June. Copy for September should arrive by 8 July. The Editor regrets he cannot enter into correspondence or 
telephone conversations with collectors or cover producers concerning covers announced in this Review. 


