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MANY OUT-OF-TOWNERS TO ATTEND POLPEX 
W,i,th last month's "Polonus Bulletin", 

questionu,are reply cards were enclosed 
in order to make a preliminary survey 
on the coming exhibition. An over­
whe1ming re~pons,e, was rece: v,ed from 
out-of-town m·emben who ,plan on com­
ing t,o Chicago, to exhibit and attend 
the jubilee banquet at POLIPEX 1964 
on February 28, 29 and March 1 at the 
Andrew House, 2441 '\Y. D_vision Gt. 
in Chica.go, U.S.A. 

The PoLpex Committee announces that 
invitations will be sent 1:0 the var:ous 
Bolish stamp clubs in the "C'n:ted StateJ 
and aJbroad to participate in our exhi ­
bition, with their Polish mater:al. By 
do iwg so we hope to present the largest 
Pohsh exhibiit:on ever held outside of 
Poland on this our 215th Anni,·ersm·y of 
the Polonus Philatelic Society. 
GREATEST NUMBER OF AW.A::.DS 

TO BE CHVEN 
Along iWith plans for makings this 

the biggest shcxw ever are plans for 
giving the .greabest numb er of award 0 • 

Besides the Grand .Aiw,ard, Dr. Koz:i -
kie,wic,z Research Award and the usual 
First, econd, Third and Novice a.wan1•, 
there wil be trcrphies giv,en for Best 
Locals, Best Ple·be,scite, Best Fieldpos1t, 
Best Offices Abroad, Be,st Pr isoner of 
War and Best TO[lical exh~bits. 

A newly created Dr. Ma!tthew E. Uz­
nanski Histori,cal Award, donated by 
the ,family of our late president will 
be given for th,e best historical &t amp 
exhibit. Another neITT• a,varcl is the 
~faurice Aipfelbaum Award for excel-
1,en,ce in stal!lp collection on printed al­
bum pa,ges. 

A complete li sting of the awards will 
ruppear in the prospe•c-tus which is now 
being formulated for ipr;nting and to 
be mailed out with the November Bul­
let:n. 

LAS"r CALL FOR 
SOUVENB SHEET DESIGN 

Only a few clays remain for you t o 
submit a des,·g:1 for our P0LPEX 196-1 
Souvenir Sheet. It is not important 
that your ske:ch i very elaborate, ap­
pearing in two or three colors - bLack 
on white is goocl enough. It is the idea 
and des·gn t int ~·c are after .. Just be 

\Sure ,that the theme of the souvenir 
sheet be the 25th Anniversary of the 
Polonus Philatelic Rociet?. (For com­
pl,et,c c,Jntest rnks ancl re.gulrntions sec 
last month',3 "Bulb tin." ) 

'rhe desi,gns shoulcl be in the hancl;: 
of the Contest Committee not later 
than 0 etober 31, 1!l63. Senc1 yoer de­
sign to Chester Schafer, 86-! _ - . A~hlanr1 
Ave., Chieago, Ill. 60622. 

l st Prize-A copy of Poland Ko. 1. 
:?nd Prize-A set of Poland First Da~-

Covers ( of a desirable i ssne) . 
3rd Prize-$5.00 in trade from r1Paler 

Roman Reinowski. 
4th Prize-$5.00 in trade from ,lealer 

Roman Burkiewicz. 
Aclclitional prizes of the ne,·,e~t Ruch 

Catalog :wci.ll be giYen. These are dnnatecl 
by Joseph Bieniecki of Grani te Cit~-- Ill 

NEW MEMBER 
1Iathew R. Zale 

6 0 ,ak Tree Lane 
~1:ah-ern. Prnna. 
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ME ET THE AUTHOR 
By Walter Szymlek 

It is ,t,ime we introduce to our mem­
bers the author ,or many arti!Cles ap­
pearing in our "Polonus Bulletin", in 
"Stamps", in the "Polish Daily Zgoda", 
"Dzi-ennik Chic,agos,ki", etc. 

Dr. Mieczysl,aiw A. 1L Rayall de Ra­
gan 1was born in 1915 in France but 
already returned wi>th his p,arents to 
P,oland in 1919 after World War I. 
They settled in Poznan where he f :­
nished h<iis normal and higher schooling 
and major-ed in chemistry at Poznan 
University. 

In 193•5 he received an officer's com­
mission in the artillery ,and 1ruter took 
part as ,a ;profession"1J officer in the 
S~temiber ,campaign in 1939 against 
the Na.z,i invasion and was ,wounded se­
vCJ,al times. 

When the first part of World War 
II ended (between Poland and Ger­
many), he stayed in the eastem p:nt 
of Poland occupied :by Soviet-Rus·s'a, 
namely in Lvov and later in Vilna 
where he began to study iPharmacy and 
later worked in ,an a,pothecary in 
Lvov. 

In 1945 ,we find him in Poc>:nan again 
wh·ere he was an ,assistant of ,pharma­
c·eutical chemistry at Poznan Universi­
ty ,and iwhe-re he rece ived a do.c1~1or'-s de­
gree ,in chemistry and pharima•ceutic,:11 
sc iences in 11949. 

Philately was h's hobby sinc·e h"s 
school days. At the age of 14, with the 
he1p of ,Prof. Dr. C'harle, Rzysk-i, he 
organized one ,orf the firsit philatelic 
circles, named Dr. Charles 1'forcinko,w­
ski at the state gymnasium school in 
Poznan. 

During the occu,pation period he 
w1,ote and published seveml philatelic 
wor.ks and wn.~ a member of the Ger­
man Association of Philatelic L i tera­
tu1•e. 

FrCllll 1945 to 1952 he was an active 
member of the "Wielko!])olski Klub Fi-
1atelist6w" in Poznan and one of ,the 
first Poland members of the Polonus 
P hi1ateli,c S·ociety, SPA, ASiE, ASDA, 
other EurQpean clubs, and became a 
steady corre-sipondent of "Sbamps" mn ­
gazine, the "Po1onus Bulletin" and 
other German magazines. 
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Dr. M. A. Rayall de Ragan 
In l,ater ye,ars, because of political 

con trov·ersies, he totally retired from 
the Polish Phi!,a telic oc:ety at 1Yar­
s,arw because of its crit,,cal article in 
Bulle,tin No. 13•5, "A New Oatalogue 
On Sta,mps Of Poland". H e limited his 
efforts to that of a Poli•sh philatelic 
correspondent w·ith publi•ca,tions abroad . 

His chi•ef life's work was a study 
about Up1per Siles·nn starrnps and can­
cellations, "Handbook o.f Upper Sile­
sia", exhibited at POLtPEX l !l6~. 

Alpart from his wor'.<: a9 a ,..-rite". 
Dr. M.A . Ray all de Ragan is well 
known and an acknowledged collector 
abroad. He is not a ,s popular lo,cally 
because of envious enmity. 

His spe-cialized collections od' the 
Grand Duchy of Baden, Upper Silesia, 
Postmarks ,of Pleb iscite Schlesw·g 1920 
and Germany from 1872 to il.02'3, were 
of<ten exhibited and reiceived high 
ruwards both locally and abroad. 

Un.fortunately ,, due to persecutions 
and discriminati,ons of a ,political, pro­
fessional and o.ffic:,al nature, it was 
iJll\possible for him to exhibit his col­
lections rubroad for some years now. 

Hea,villy dissa;pointed by this treat­
ment, Dr. M.A. R,a~·all de Rag-an turnerl 
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solely to writing and s.cien,tific wor,k 
in ,the field of Philately. His library 
contairns over 21500 philatelic volumes 
in all, the 1argest in PoLand, and in­
cludes mo,stly publica•tions of the first 
period of the hustory of philatelic li­
terature, 18'80-1900. 

,It canne to our knowled,ge tha,t Dr. 
M.A. Rayall de Ra:gan is at the moment 
working on four works: 

1. A monogra,ph on Philatelic Exhi­
bitions, and expecilly about the p,arti­
ci,pation of Poles in these exhibitions. 

2. A basic work a:bout the Cancel­
lations of the Dis•trict of Memel (Klaj­
peda) Ple'bisci te. 

,3. A Map of Postal Routes, Postal 
Cancellations (numeral), Railway Post­
markis, ,and Postaiblage Cancella:tion.s of 
the Grand Duchy of Baden with des­
cr,iptions. 

4. A grnat M>ork in the form of a 
four or five lingu.al encyclopedia 
"vVho's iYho On Postage Staim.ps", a 
short description of all persons de­
pfoted on postage sta,m;ps of the world. 

Among his non-philntel'c \Vl'itings 
were three articles on chemis,try, five 
on medic,ine and one on history. Among 
hi,s philatelic wiork,s are· n 'ne major 
works on Upper Silesia, three of which 
are in German, three in Polish and 
thrre in English. He wrote 19 articles 
in English for the "Polonus Bulletin", 
11 ,articles in Polish which arn,pe,ared in 
"Dziennik Chica•g-oski" and the "Polish 
Dailv Zgoda" "Gazeta Zielonog6rska" 
and · "Ga,zeta Gorzo~vslrn", -as well as a 
great number of short artide,s and re­
ports arppe,aring in "Stamps." 

-POLAND 
1\!{ACHOWSKI P.0.W. CATALOGS 
Woldenberg- - Grosg Born - Murnan 
Nenbrandenberg - Lubecka (6 vols.) 
Fully illustrated - Stamps reproduced in colors 
Complete history of the camps and stamps issued 

Much information never before available 
Written in Polish, with a catalog number 

listing in Polish, English and German 

Complete 6 Catalogs for $5.00 
Refundable with purchase of $25.00 or more 

(total! by end of 1963 

TWIN EAGLE STAMP CO. 
2140 Iowa St. Granite City, Ill. 
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ELMER. STUART 

It is iwith deeip regret that Polonus 
reports the rpassing of one of its old 
and staunch former mem,bers who held 
Polonus number 161 and who was a re­
gu1ar full-page advertiser in our POL­
PEX catalogs. He wa.s a devoted ;phila­
telist and a well-known Chic,ago dealer. 

E1mer S,tuart died on September 29 
in the N orthwe,st Community Hospital 
at the age of 72. He was a dealer on 
W ashiington S,treet in Chicago's Loop 
for more than 30 ye,ars. His sipecial 
interest w,ere old U.S. stamps and he 
was rnsipected as an ex:pert in this field. 
H~s Penny B1acks :won high awards for 
him. In 19-52 he ,was honored with the 
Newberrv Award for his distinguished 
sel'v'ce to ;philately in Ch>icagoland. 

Elmer w ill be long ren1eimbe1'ed for 
h: s h el,pfulne,ss to feUo,w collectors and 
for his abilit:v as a s,peakel' anrl ent.Pr­
t,aiiner. The recollec,tion before the Po-
1,onus Ph'latelic Society of his exiperien­
c,es ,as a stam:J de,aler wa,, es-peciall~, 
refreshing. 

In his younger cl,a,y,s, Elmer was a 
vaudeville performer with his wife as 
ri .-partn·er in the'r ta,p-dance and d1·um­
dance nulilllbers. Philatley held Elme•r's 
pricrne in-terest S'l that. he built a prized 
~-v0lum 0 collection of early U.S. issues 
and lost it in a bank ,nault robbery. He 
wns mp,r,h interc,sted ,0 nd ,well versed in 
Chic,a,<>'o's hist,ary which fact waJS re­
flected in his • collec,tion orf Chicago 
postal history, in h,is pres;denc~• of the 
Palatine Historical S()ciety, and in his 
,oilf'ce ,as historian of the Chi-cago Phi­
lf\'t.eEc S,odet~,, where he was active 
for four score years and where he w,as 
,at one time or other, rpresidPnt, vice­
president and ,chairman of ibs vital 
committees. He was also a pre,siden,t 
of Ch8{Pter l (not now exis tin,g· ) of the 
American Phila\el',c SocietJy; of the 
Chi,cago Federa-t.ion of St,am'P Clubs to 
w]1i,ch Poionus belongs, and others. 

ITo hi,s wiife, Shirley, and to his tiwo 
brothers, Elmer's many friends at Po­
lonus extend their hea1,t.felt svcrn'Pathy. 

-Mvron E. Ste,czyn,ski. 
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PRZEMYSL FLIGHTS 
By Fred J. Rafael 

(Re,prin<ted from "Austria PhilateE<l Society Bulletin" of 5/6/52) 

Some of the dramatic events of the 
fi11st six months of World 1Yar I are 
reflected in that part of the Sobetzky 
Austrian Airmail Collectiion, now owned 
by Henry Rosenfeld and recently exhi­
bited at our meetifrg,-,which contains 
the Przemysl items. At the be.ginning 
of the war, the Austrian IJ)lan of opera­
tions stipulated an offensive thrust to 
the north ,by a strong Austrian wing 
and a defensive Tuction along the east by 
the -weaker segment of the army. Even 
before mobciliz,ation was completed this 
left Au,strian wiing scored con iderable 
su<lcesses against the poor Russ:an op­
position. How,ev,er, the Ger\ffian offen­
sive forces which iwere intended to 
su,pplement the Aus -
trians in the South, 
had been weakened for 
the planned push in 
the w:est aga ins•t t he 
country of Fl~.a!n.,c e,. 

When ithe Russians 
attae1ked w ith vastly 
srnperior for-ces and 
soon,er than was expec­
ted, the weak Austrian 
forces even further de·­
pleted by shifting part 
of t he Army t.o Serbia, 
were obviously defoa­
tco. east of Lcmber.g 
and near Groclek. Lem­
ber.g (Lw6w) fell to 
,J-.he iRus,sian.s on Serp. 
tcm1her 2nd nncl (l,fte-r 
n b loody battle at R,a­
w-a-iRuska the Austrian 
forces were in full re­
tren-t along t he line of 
t.he river San by Serp­
tember 11th. 

tion, but as a whole, the fortifications 
were not UIP to date. It was armed with 
about \1000 guns, most of them old, 
short-range wea[)ons. Altogether there 
were Ii4 machine guns, a third of them 
immobile. 

The Austrfans were too badly shaken 
by preceding battles to make a stand 
at the San and retreated further west 
to the Dunajec line. Within the fort­
ress there were rupproximately 130,000 
men and 21,000 horses when the first 
sie.ge began on September 18th. 

The Russians did n,ot attack at once, 
aiwaiting arrival of their lrnavy art il­
lery which was delayed by their bad 
communications system. Thi,s gave the 

Th•e fortress of Prze­
mysl guarded t he main 
crossin,g of the river 
San. It consisted orf a 
1,in,g of 36 forts within 
a c-ir,cumfer.ence of as 
many miles. Some, of 
these forts were orf 
contemrporary construe- Unmanned Paper Balloon in Przemysl 
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Austrians time to start ,an offensive in 
October for the purpose od' relieving 
the besieged fortress. \Phis was a sig­
nal f1or the Russians to att,eanrpt to 
storm the fortress, without their heavy 
guns. A fieree battle 11a,ged for three 
days, from Oct. 5th to the 8th and the 
Rms,s,ans were repulsed with heavy los­
ses. Upon arrival of the relief arnry-, 
,the Austrian 'l'hird, the Rus,sians were 
forced to retreat to the ea,st bank of 
the s,an; Austrian infiantry entered the 
fortress on October 11th. 

For the rest of the month, the Aus­
trians tried to force the San line. 
Przemy,sl's supplies were used for this 
puripose by the field armies, making 
the garrison vulnerable thereby. Ae­
tually there w,ere nothing e1se that 
could have ibeen done, Austrian supply 
service being what it iwas and the Rus­
s·ans didn't exae.tly heip when they de­
stroyed railroiads and bridges in their 
retreat. This Austrian offensive provecl 
fruitless, increa,sring Russ,ian pressure 
m,ad·e another retreat unavoidaible, and 
a ,mad scram1ble began t'O reprovis,ion 
the fortress. 

The second siege started on Novem­
ber 6th. This time the Russians used 
second line troops only, which proved 
adequate for the long siege. The Aus­
tri,ans held the Done,c line, east of Cra­
cow - and to the south, the main 
ridges of the Canp,athian mountains. 
Heavy fighting raged there throughout 
the w,inter, the Russi,ans trying t-o 
break through to the plains of Hun­
gary. During F-eibruary and March the 
Austrians tried to refreve the fortres,s 
once more, but without avail. The Car­
pathian, augmented by German troops, 
h,eld. 

By the middle of March food and 
ammunition in Pl'zemysl were ne,arly 
exhausted. A desperate attempt to 
break out of the fortress was st(}IJ}ped 
by the Rus,sians. (March 19th.) Three 
days later, llifter first destroying the 
fortifications and remaining stores, the 
eomm:mder and his garrison of 110,0CO 
men surrendered to the enemy. 

Six weeks later, united German and 
Austrian armies under General Mac­
kensen broke the Russian lines at Gor- . 
lice. On May 30th Russian held Prze-
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mysl ,w;i,s atta,cked and yielded after 
three days. 

Przemysl was the only land-fortress 
of .. World Wrar I to withstand a pro­
longed siege after conllplete investment. 
This can be explained, of course, by 
the a;bsenc,e of heavy artillery on the 
part of the Russ1ians. When the situa­
tion reversecl, the German siege guns, 
including the famous 42 cm. Big Ber­
th,as, did in three day1s what the Rus­
sians couldn't do in four months. 

As so often in Austrian history, bit­
ter irony is not missiin,g in the heroic 
defense of Prze.mysl. As pointed out by 
the Encyclopedia Britannica, Przemysl 
served no strategic purpose commensu­
rate with the efforts expended in its 
defense and relief. Th-e fortress did not 
control any vital supply lines to the 
Russian armies oiperating we6t of it to­
.w,ard Cracow, s'nc·e there was a rail­
road a,bout 16 miles north of the fort­
ress through Jaroslav. 

Durin,g both sit1ges the fortress was 
completely surrounded by the enemy. 
Radio ( f) and aviation were the only 
meams of communication with the out­
s·de world. Rad io at that time was far 
from its present stage of development, 
and was reserved for official pm-poses 
only, as were the few planes which the 
army possessticl at the moment. 

Two formation-s rnf aviators were 
part of the garrison, namely "Flying 
Squadron No. 11" and the "Flortress 
Balloon Division No. l" which was a 
formation of the Fortress Artillery Re­
giiment "Prince Kinsky No. 3", and as 
such probably primarily intended for 
artillery observation purposes. Both of 
these tl'oo,p formations were stationed 
in Buszkowice, a suburb within the 
line of fortific,atfons. Members of these 
troops thus were in close contact with 
each other _and used every flight !from 
the fortress by giving mail to the pi­
lots. Frequently the~ included mail 
from friends in other parts of the 
arm,·(l servfoe,s. This type of mail is 
clas?ified all "fore-runners" an d in­
cluded everything up to January 6th, 
1915 at which time official Flight Post 
Cards were introduc-ed, later to be fol­
lowed by "unofficial" airmail. They 
bear a varie,ty of post-or identifying 
marks, such as: 
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1. round 
2. ryblong rubberstam;p of Flying 

Squ'<ldron No. 11. 
3. oblon,g rubiberstam!P (3 lines) of 

the Fortress Balloon Div. No. 1. 

Of course it often happened that a 
planned flight was cancelled. In such 
cases, covers which were in the hands 
of B,alloon Division No. 1 receiv;icl an 
adcli t:onal ru blberstamrp, either one of 
the two tyrpes, oJ' Fly~ng Squadron No. 
11. Pilots carried personal mail, as 
well as last minute posting,s, on their 
o·wn behalf ancl such ;pieces of mail 
show no iclentyfying rubberstaIDI]) 0on­
fim1 :ng its origin being the fortress. 
On sonn e cards carried on the third 
flight, a rublberstamp mark of the Fly­
ing Squadron No. 14 has been found, 
th,011,g·h th-at formation was station;icl 
nt Kaschau. 

'l'he ru1bberstamp of Fortress Ballo,on 
Divisions No. 2 and 3, somet;mes found 
in the space r-eservecl for na,me ancl 
address of the sender are in no way 
com;pan1ble to those of Balloon Divi­
sion No. ] . 

tartin,g on J ,anuary 6th, 1915, the 
tmn~1:)1Qrtation of fi.eld"IJostearcls by -air 
wa.s systematically organized by the 
fortress command. Special, thin field­
post0ards were issued and sold at the 
General Post Office in Przemysl at a 
pri,ce o.f 50 Heller, the rproc,eecls going 
to a fond for the benefit of w iclo<ws 
and 011phans of aviator,s killed in ac-
1·. ;011. T'he c,arcls were issu,ed in five 
11 i.ffercnt colors: yellow - 38% 

gre,en - 26% rose - 24% 
gray-green - 11 % blue 1 % 
Alto,getl1C·r about 85,000 such cards 

were sold, a surprisingly low number 
when it is considered that the fortress 
was manned by more than nl00,000 men 
ancl that thes,e cards represented the 
nnly means o.f communications with 
1'heir families for over 2 months. Thi,s 
might be explained by a possible lack 
of fonds, the pay of Austrian soldiers 
were pityfully small and there is rea­
snn tn believe that they were not paid 
at all during the siege. 

Ea,ch official Flight postcard be,ars 
a number, a rubberstam;ped legend No .. 
Flight Post P1,zemysl", a control mark 
nud two censorship marks. The num-
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bers were aff.ixed to the u,wer left­
lmnd corner, written in by hand (Nos. 
966-30,108) on yellow (Brownish-yel­
low) and green cards which were sold 
from Jan. 6th to 12th. On cards sold 
from Jan. 11th to Feb. 24th, a num­
bering machine with characters 5¾ 
mm. hi<gh was us-eel . The known 0ards 
run f/om No. 2 to 3,5,732. Another 
m0,chine printing numbers 6½ mrrn. in 
he~gh t w,as us eel on cards sold after 
Jan. 16th, the numbers being betiween 
2084 ancl 17,90,2. 

After the cards were numberncl, the 
General Post Office rupplied a rUJbiber­
starrm;:i of whi<ch s:x ty,pes arc k1own: 

No. 4: Flieger,post Pr,z·oonysl, J ,anner 
1915, (in two lines, 67 mm. wide, 
purple to rpur,ple-iblack ink, mrely in 
blue or reel ink, on yellow ancl green 
0arcls.) 

No. 5: The saune a.s No. 4, but the 
,vord "Jann,er" was removed. (,pu11pl;i 
to purple-black ink, blue ink, rose 
and yellmv cards.) 

No. 7: The same as No. 6, but "1915" 
in italics. (punple-bla.ck nnd blue inl,, 
ro-se cards. ) 

No. 8: SimiEar to No. 7, but smaller 
letters - 59 mm. wide, (,;:iurple-bla,ck 
ancl blue ink, rose, yellow, gre.en and 
grey-,green cards.) 
The letter "r" in the word "Flieger­
post" is •often only ipartly visible, or 
com;pfotely missing. 

No. 9: Similar to No. 8, but only 56 1/2 
to 57 mm. long, (purple to purple­
Mack ink, gereen, ~-el101w, rose and 
grey-green cards. ) 

The name of localities w,as prohibit­
ed w ith'n the postmark, therefore can­
ceUations of the postoffice Przemysl 
are rare. With the beginning of the 
official flight service, the Przemysl 
<postoffice used control marks, rather 
than the r~gular can,cellation devices. 
Of this . control mark fiv,e tyrpes are 
known. All of <them show the Roman 
nu,m,eral IX and .the Arrubic 54 within 
a circle. 
Ty;pe I: di,ameter 20 mm., the "I" of 

the "IX" is big,ger than the "X". 
Period after IX, no periocl affoT.. 54. 

Tyipe II: diameter 26½ mm., diameter 
o.f the rng ½ mm., uwer and lower 
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crossbars of the IX are 13 to 14 mm. 
lorug. 

Tyipe III: like Ty;pe II, but cross bars 
are 16 IllJlll. long: 

Type IV: diameter 2,6½ m:n., diameter 
of the ring 11/4 mm., the "5" exact­
ly under the "I", comrrna after 54. 

TY1Pe V: like ty,pe IV, but the "5" 
somewhat to the right, below the "I", 
periJod after 54. 
The control mar.k, \fype I ·w,as used 

with bl<ack ink, using a metal stamp; 
pui-ple-black ink was used £or the rnb­
ber stamp. The other types were used 
in the same colors as the fli,ght cachets 
i.e., blue, purple to pu11ple-black. Sin,c,e 
the control marks were affixed after 
the flight c,a,chets, they are usually of 
the same c;olor. 

Most of the flight cards were twice 
censored, first by an officer of the res­
pective troop formation and then by 
the official cem,or. 'rhe troop censors 
used either a hand-written notation, or 
one of eight different ruibber stamrp5: 

Zensurie11t, in oblong frame. 
Zenzuriert 
Zensuriert 
Zur Beforderun,g geeignet - 77 m:m., 

70 mm., 53 mm., 5.2 mm. long 
Zur weiteren Beforderung geeignet-

67 mm. 
-------
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T1rn official censorshirp marks read: 
Zen.suriet - 49 mm., 53 mm. 
Zensuriet - in oblong frame. 
Zur Beforderung geeignet. 
Those flight postcards which sho~v a 

dated backstam1p, or a transit c,ancel­
la tion can easily be trnced to a parti­
cular flight, the dates of all flights 
being known. However, 80% of all of­
ficial flight postcards sho;w no such 
cancellation, so that only the date of 
the c,ard, or a handwritten note con­
cerning the date of arrival provide 
clues as to the flight on wh:ch it was 
trans1ported. 

Less than two weeks after the be­
ginning of the first sieg,e, on October 
1st •1 1914, the airplane "\Steffel" landed 
in Przemysl after a flight from the 
Army Hiigh Command at Neu-Sandez. 
It carried no mail, other than official 
documents. On its return flight, the 
first out of Przemysl, it landed near 
J'aslo on October 6th. The ;pilot, Fst. 
Lt. Aladar Taussig, was wounded, but 
his assisant Capt. Raabl continued by 
auto to N'eu-Sandez. In addition to the 
offic1al corres,ponden,c•e of the fortress 
commander, he took along wbout 100 
field-postcards which were censored on 
Oct. 7th and fol"W'arded by the field­
postoffice 11. This was the only flight 
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during the first siege. 
During the four weeks between the 

the fir-st and the se·cond siege (Oct,o­
ber 11th to November 6th, 1914) it is 
known that a number of avi,ators 
brought some mail from Prizemysl, but 
no cover has been found as yet, or 
which ,air transportation could be de­
finitely established. 

Durin,g· th·e second siege twelve mail 
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carrying fli,ghts were staged. Flight 
No. 2, on November 23,rd by Opt. voru 
Lehman, landed in Cracow, carried 
fore-runner mail d,ated November 8th 
and 22nd wf1ich was caneeIIed on No­
vember 33rd by field post-office 101. 
Delivery was made in Vienna on No­
vember 27th. 

Fli,ght 3, De,cember 9th, Private 
Wannek and 1st Lt. W,agner, crossed 
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the Carpathi,an mountains and larided 
in Hungary; they transrported fore -run­
ner mail dated November 26rd to De­
cemJJber 7th, whi<ch was cancelled by 
the Hungarian field post office 30 on 
December 10th, though the mutilated 
stallllp reads December J st. 

Flights 4 and 5, December 2{Hh, 1914 ~ 
by 1st Lt. Schmocser and 1st Lt. :vJ:ar­
tine·k (flight 4) and 1st Lt. Rzemenow­
ski and 1st Lt. Reischer. Both planes 
Ianded in Cracow with forerunner mail 
dated De,cember 8th to 24th and some 
that lmd missed earlier flights. Since 
both flights took pla,ce on the smne 
day and both rplanes landed in the 
same rplace, no distinction between 
them is possible. Some pieces were can­
celled Decerm,ber 27th by Leld post of­
f;ce '1186. Delivery in Vienna was made 
on De,cembcr 30th, in Hungary bet­
ween January 4th and 7th. 

FE,ghts 6, 7, and 8 took place on 
.J,anuary 18th, 1915. The pilots were 1st 
Lt. Schindler (flight 6), 1st Lt. 
Schmocser and Kumstadt (fEght 7) 
and Lt. Stanger (flight 8). 'J'hey lande(l 
at headquarters of the Fourth army, 
and in Brzesko respectively, brin,g,ing 
forerunner mail, and for the first time 
official fhght postciards dated Decem­
ber 24th, 1914 to .J,anuary 16th, 1915, 
and remainder mail, as well as unof.fi-
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cial cards with the same dates. Again 
it is impossiJble to dililtinguish between 
these three _ fli,gh ts. Some of these co­
vers re,ceived a ruhberstMlllp " Fahren­
de Feldrpostsammelstelle Kr aka u -
Wien" (Mobile fieldpost colle.ction sta­
tion Cracow-Vienna) on .January 19th, 
others were c,arncelled in Mahrisch-Ost­
rau 'I. on .J,anuary 20th. They were de­
livered in Vienna on .January 21st 
to 27th. 

Fl ight 9, February 7th, by Crupts. von 
Lehman and Rankenberger landed in 
Cracow with offici·al flight postcards 
and unofficial mail dated .J,anuary 17th 
to Fe.bruary 5th and some remainders. 
Part of the mail was cancelled by 
field •post office 56 with the date Fe­
bruary 7th, by the field post office 101 
and by the general field po,st office 22 
on February 81th. Delivery was made 
in Vienna on Febru-ary 9th, in H unga­
ry on February 10th to 12th. 

Fli,ght 10, February rnth, by 1st Lts . 
Schindler and Kozma, landing in Brzes­
lm. Offici,al ancl unofficial flight post­
cards dated February 6th and 7th, and 
som·e rem,ainders. Som,e of these covers 
were cancelled on Fe,bruary 11th by 
field post office 56 . Delivery in Vien­
na was on February 11th and 12th; in 
Hungary on Feibruary 14th. 

(Continued Next Month) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Friday, November 8, 1963 

Business Meeting; auction to follow. 
Friday, November 22, 1963. 

Meeting will be held at the Main 
Po.st O:f\fice, on Van Buren and Canal 
Streets, in downtown, Ch,,cago. Mem1-
bers rwill assemble at infomnation COUJl­

ter ju ;m,ain lobby at eight o'clock. Af­
ter ,a br:e.f meeting, we wHl then be 
taken on a ,guided tour to see the ~I::u1 
Post Office in action at night. 

NEW ISSUES 
By J. J. Domar 

On Octrober 9th, Czeslaw K:wzmar­
czyk submittea for reproduction h:s 
100th project. 

This one was issued to commemorate 
Stamp Day. The• design of the stami) 
itself 1Was adarpted from a famous paint­
in,g "Love Letter" by the d'SJ'..ingu'shed 
Polish rpainter 'iYladysla;w Cz,a.chorski 
(l,850-1'9lJll). 

It was to be printed iby rotary recess 
(engraver E. Kone,cki) on chalky pa­
per, in sheets of 40, size 48 x 36 mm. 
Quan,trity printed, 2,000,000. 

-Filatelista 

K-LINE PAGES 
FOR 

POLAND 
Supplement No. 7, 1962 

Now Ready at $2.00 
pl11~ 35c poMnge 

Write us for n special price on 
complete Poland pages 

(to ~rember;: of Polonns only) 
Spt>cial Binder .......... 5.i;> .50 
Dn,t. Ca,e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 .30 

K-LINE 
PUBLISHING, INC. 

Geo. C. Kobyl ko 

1433 S. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill 

215-10 

: POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY : 

► ROMAN STRZELECKI, Secretary 4 
: 1439 N. Bell Ave. Chicago, 111. 60622 : 
► EUGENE J. BOGUCKI, Treasurer ~ 

► 4622 N. Kelso Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60630 ♦ 

: PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE ~. 

► WALTER SZYMLEK, Chairman ~ 
: • 2341 W. Moffat St. Chicago, Ill. 60647 : 
► CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor t 
► 864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago, Ill. 60622 t 
► ---- • ► • 
► The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-political. 4:' 
► Views expressed by the authors of articles gp- 4 
► peering herein do not necessarily express the t 
: views of the Polonus Philatelic Society. : 
► - Annual Dues are $2.50 - 4 
~ ....................................... ..11,,. ............. ........ 1 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
V. Hermanowsik,i 

11112t2 N. Franc'sco Avenue. 
·Chicago 22, Illino:s 

Geo. J. Pokrzywinski 
3208 W. Oklahoma 

:Milwaukee, 'iYi,sconsin 
Edward A. Cieck iewicz 

227 Manhattan A venue 
Jersey City, N.J. 0·7307 

REINSTATED 
Stanley Buck 

7040 Sunny,side Avenue 
Norr:d,ge 31, Illinois 

OUR PRICE NOW ONLY .65c per 
cover. Beautiful bi-colored cachets 
commemorating America's most im­
portant Sp ace Launchings from 
CAPE CANAVERAL: postmarked 
date of launch. Original cachets by 
Space Artist Carl A. Swanon. Each 
cover contains descriptive stuffe;: 
card giving even more deta:ls of 
launching. Our subscribers receive 
free THE SPACD CRAFT EX­
PLORER monthly newssheet. Sepa­
rate subscription to THE EXPLO­
RER is $3.00 per year (11 months) 
mailed anywhere. 

.A $4.00 advance deposit will assure 
your rece\pt of future c:ivers and 
THE EXPLORER. • 

SPACE CRAFT COVERS 
P.O. Box 2296, 

Huntington, W. Va. 25724 
Member, Polonus, APS, ATA, ASDA 
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