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POLONUS MOURNS THE LOSS OF DR. UZNANSKI

The Polonus Philatelic Society is
mourning the passing of its highly
revered president, Doctor Matthew K.
Uznanski on Wednesday morning, April
24th, 1963. On Good Friday April 12th,
the might of the Polonus Meeting, Di.
Uznamski was taken to St. Mary of
Nazareth Hospital where he was Chief
of Obstetries and Gymnecology for 30
yeans and where he brought thousanids
of babies into this world in his 40 years
of practice.

Dr. Uznanski was born in Chicago
on August [I4th, 1895, attended local
schools, graduating from Carl Schurz
High School and getting his M.D. de-
gree from Northwestern University in
1922. He continued his education in
Paris, Vienna, Budapest, Poland and
Germany, and served his internship at
Chicago University Lying-In Hospital
under Dr. DeLee. Mrs. Uznanski is pre-
sident of the Women’s Auxiliary of the
[linois State Medical Society. They
have twio children, Dr. Rita who is manr-
ried to Dr. Rudolph Botitei, professor
of chemistry at Notre Dame University
and Dr. Kenneth Uznanski serving his
intternship at present. There are three
grandchildren.

Dr. Uznanski taught or lectured on
obstetrics and gymecology at Northwes-
tern University, Loyola University, Chi-
cago University Lying-In Hospital, Clo-
lumbus Hospital and his own St. Mary
of Nazareth School of Nursing. He was
a Founding Fellow of American College

Dr. Uznanski with gold cup, medal and
certificate he received for his Christ-
mas Seal exhibit at Caritas, Spain.

of Obstettrics and Gynecology, past pre-
sident of the N.W. Branch of the Chi-
cago Medical Society and of the Polish
Medical Society, and a member of the
American Assn. for the Advancement
of Seience, the New Yiork Academy of
Seience, American Medical Assn., Illi-
nois State Medical Society, Polish Na-
tional Alliange, efic.

Dr. Uznamski’s philatelic interests go
back many years, as he was a founder
amd life member of Polonus. He was
president in 1945 and now again when
Polonus is getting ready for its silver
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jubllee, the Society selected Usznanski
as its president. He served on mamy
gommiittess, including [the importamnt
ofifice of Polpex Chairman which he al-
ways filled with distinetion.

Uznanski collected Poland, United
States, Vatican, Allengtein, Marienwer-
der, Upper Silesia, Eastern Silesia, Cen-
tral Lithuania, Austria and selected
tiopiical subjects, His eollection of sulb-
marine covers was unique. His rocktes
and balloons were the envy of his fel-
low ecollectiors. His very exftensive col-
lection of the woorld’s Christmas Seals
was augmented by beautifully illustra-
ted album sheets on anti-tuberculosis
history and pewrsonalities that devoted
their lives o this branch of medicine.
He laid special emphasis on the work
of Mme. Curie who received amn homno-
rary doctornship fwom Niorthwestern Uni.

versity at Uznamski’s graduation. He
wove in her discovery of radium into
the anti-tuberculosis mowviement.

Finally, Uznanski won high awards
in international and other philatelic
exhibitions, being especially honored
in Poland, Denmark and Spain.

Dr. Uznanski remained a loyal and
enthudiastic ‘member of Polonus since
its flounding. He was always in demand
as a speaker on the many facets of
his extensive collections, and contribu-
ted generously to the philatelic press.
He was “Duke” to those who knew
him closer, a warm fellow and an ar-
dent philatelist who would find rest
and relaxation in his stamps during
mooments that he could gpare firom his
medical work.

—Mywron E. Steczynski

Polonus President Dr. M. E. Uznanski was honored at the March
Polpex with the presentation of a special Paderewski stamp can-
cellation by Dr. Edward Rozanski of the Society Historique Et Lit-
terarie Polonais of Paris, France. Photo shows Dr. L. P. Kozakie-
wicz, Myron Steczynski, Dr. Uznanski. M. Bojanowicz of London,
England, Dr. Rozanski, and John A. Troike, Chairman of the Illinois
Youth Commission who represented Governor O. Kerner of Illinois.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
A. Juskowicz
1052 W. Cecil St.
Neenah, Wisconsin
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Box 122
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THE GHETTO STAMPS IN THE LIGHT
OF FACTS AND DOCUMENTS

By Thaddeus Gryzewski

Late in 1943, I learned of the exist-
ence of the stamps issued for use in
the interior of the ¥.6dZz Ghetto from
a Gestapo man, a Mr. Messing, who
frequently made trips to Warsaw in
private matters, and who also was a
passionate stamp collector.

Confirmation of this information fol-
lowed in 1945 when I found myself in
.64z and was shown the stamps of the
Ghetto in full sheets, allegedly foumd
in the private safe of the civilian ad-
ministrator of the Ghetto, a German,
named Biebow.

My interest was aroused and I began
to gather available information from
some of the Jews who survived the
Ghetftio. I then published my findings
in my own catalogs and in other pu-
blications abroad.

Not long ago I received much new
information on this subject. My in-
former was one of the Polish jour-
nalists (a philatelist) who covered the
Eichman trial in Israel. Before his de-
parture ito Israel, he studied various do-
cuments of the German Gestapo and of
other German institutions in X 6d z.
Quite by accident, he came across some
interesting documents pentaining to the
Ghetitio Post. Further search through do-
cuments and files brought to light
Ghetto stamps hitherto unknown.

Based on these official documents
we can ascertain the full validity of
the Ghetto postage stamps and from the
same documents we learn of the con-
fliets and friction between the ecivi-
lian administration of the Ghetto and
the German Gestapo.

On January 30, 1942 a public contest
was announced for the design of the
Ghetto stamps as follows:

“I have decided to
stamps for the Ghetto in denomina-
tions of 5 and 10 pf. In connection
with this T need suitable drawings with
text in German and Jewish languages,
from which I will choose the best fior
future emmission of the stamps. I am
assigning three awards in cash, of

issue postage-

which the first award is 100 Mk. for
the best, 60 Mk. second, and third —
40 Mk. All drawings should be placed
in sealed envelopes and deposited with
Mrs. Daum, at my office on Balucki
Square, not later than February 15,
1942, The name and address of the de-
signer should be placed on the envelope
and not on the project.”
(—) M. Ch. Rumkowski
Elder of the Jewish Community
Litzmanstadt.

To better understand the real reason
for the issuance of special postage
stamps, one has to familiarize himselif
briefly with prevailing conditions in
the Ghetto.

Despite the complete isolation of the
Jews in Ghetto, from the beginning the
Germans were simulating the recogni-
tion of the Jewish Community. An In-
terior Jewish administration was cre-
ated and M. Ch. Rumkowski was mno-
minated as Elder of the Jewish Com-
munity. He represented the isolated
Jews before the Germans, being wvir-
tually at the same time a dietator over
this congregation of wretched humanity.

Being the head of the commumity du-
ring the entire existence of the Ghetto,
he endeavored to create something of
an autonomous State with its own ad
ministration in every field, including
the post. The Germans, in contrast to
what was happening in other Jewish
centers, did not control the interior
affairs in the Ghetto. Mr. Rumkowski’s
intentions were centered on creating
an economic munit, valuable enough to
the Germans, so they would be faced
with the problem: Which would be
more profitable to them — “murdering
the Jews or profiting from their slave
labor?”

The Y.6dz Ghetto became one huge
manufacturing camp, with industrial,
trade @nd home production of goods for
the German Army. Millions of pairs of
shoes, uniforms, coats, efte., were manu-
factured. The efficiency of production
of course depended on proper, peaceful
working conditions.
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Rumkowski’s politics lied in out-
smarting the German authorities. He
wias constantly convincing them that
the work of the Jews was useful in the
defense of the Reich. These politics
were intended to save the Jews from
extermination. Gaining relative autono-
my, but having mo authority to com-
pensate his “subjects” with cash for.
the work done, (the Hitler Law for-
bade the Jews to posses any property,
including money), he suggested the is-
suance of special coupons for the Ghet-
to as a substitute for money. The Ger-
man authorities agreed to this plan,
unider one condition, mamely that the
“coupons” would bear the inscription:
“Quittung ueber .... Mark” (Receipt
for .... Mk.) In this manner the Ger-
mans igot around 'the law forbidding
the Jews the possession of money.

The fterrain of the Ghetto was of
considerable size, inhabited by some
70,000 to 80,000 human beings, who by
the sweat of their brows, had to work
from early 'dawn of the day to the hour
of dusk. From various diaries, that
were kept during these days, we kmnow
that friends and acquaintances were
without communication between each
other because of lack of time amd tele-
phones. To ease these living conditions,
the community organized interior local
mail by reopening three post offices
and even dinstalling mail boxes. The
mail was serviced by three Jewish
funectionaries. For letters mailed local-
ly a special fee was charged—payable
by mail. For letters dropped into mail
boxes ‘the fee was collected from the
recipient,

A second reason for the proposed is-
suanice of postage stamps was the pur-
pose of raising extra funds for the
needs of the community, which, for
lack of funds was wrangling with the
problem of salaries for their officials.
Here I might add that in 1941, through
German initiative, a special commenr-
cial institution was established with
the purpose of purchasing from the
Jews every item of value, such as je-
welry, gold, ete. This institution had
a philatelic department which bought
stamp collections. The philatelic de-
partment was located in the Pogt Of-
fice building.

The Germans were well aware of the
flact that despite the confiscation of
all Jewish properties, the wealthier
segment of the Jews still found sue-
cessful ways of hiding many valuable
articles. Through this institution they
tried to drain the remains of their
wealth, especially by paying them for
it with the worthless camp coupons of
the Ghetto. Rumkowski had in mind
the issuing of stamps which would pay
postage, and at some future time would
also sell in the philatelic department
and from these sales he would obtain
additional funds.

Of the outcome of the contest men-
tioned earlier, we have no information.
Originally it svas stated that the value
on submitted designs should be in
“ptennigs”. Since the German authori-
ties would not permit the showing of
any value whatsoever in German marks
the project had to. be abandoned. Pos-
sibly a new contest was held or a de-
sign from the first contest was changed
in the manner that the design showed
the value numerals only. Based on this
theory, it should be assumed that the
gtamips of slightly different design on
gllossy, photographic paper, gummed
and even perforated, are designs sub-
mitted in the contest vather than
proofs, because these show the letters

In 1942 there appeared a special
postal regulation with annex ‘D’ which
regulated wspecifically the matter of
the Post in the Ghettos; in par. 6 of
this annex it stated that Jewish autho-
rities within the confines of the Ghet-
tos thave mo right to issue postage
stamps. Similiar regulations were is-
sued also for the General Government
and the Protectorate of Czechy and
Moravia. The appearance of this regu-

210-4

Polonus Bulletin, April 1963



lation must have restricted the emis-
sion of the stamps in the ¥.6dz Ghetto.
Despite this regulation, in 1943 there
appeared stamps for sending packages
from (Theresienstadt (Ghetto in the
Czech Priotectorate). After the war it
was revealed that these stamps were
printed on order from the Czech Ges-
tapo, and part of the printing was al-
loted to the Ghetto Camp, the other
part of the printing was taken by the
Gestapo which was selling them, indi-
rectly, for very high prices. Packages
from Theresienstadt framked with
these stamps began to arrive at the
L.6dz Ghetto about Januwary 15, 1944.
Rumkowski took advantage of this
situation and contacted the Xédz Ges-
tapo, headed by Kiessling and his con-
fidant, the previously mentioned Mes-
sing. Because both were philatelists, de-
spite the restrieting order of the postal
authorities, they granted their permis-
sion, and with their consent Rumkow-
ski issued the order toprint the stamps.
This faet is confirmed by a memo,
made in Dr. Oscar Singer’s Diary on
Feb. 29, 1944: — “The Chairman (‘pre-
zes”) intends to dssuwe postage stamps
of 10 pf., intemded for interior use
within the Ghetto camp. Two designs
are ready. It is assumed both designs
will be subsequently wmused for the
printing. The echairman intends to as-
sign only a small amount (1000 copies)
fior postal needs, and overall only seve-
ral thousand are to be printed. PER-
MISSION FOR ISSUANCE OF
THESE STAMPS WAS GRANTED
BY THE GERMAN AUTHORITIES.”
In the same diary under the date of
March 9th of the same year we find
the following paragraph: “The chair-
man had a conference with the gentle-
men Rosensztein (print shop) and Da-
vidowiez (philatelic section). The first
set of stamps, value 5 and 10 pfennigs
is already finished, maturally in very
restricted quantities. The stamps bear
the likeness (portrait) of the chairman
with symbols of the Ghetto (A Bridge
in the Church Square and a Jewish
youth at work.”) See illustration above.
We find another memo in the diary
of Jézef Poznafiski who writes: “The

post office was selling postage stamps
printed in the Ghetto at comsiderably
increased prices.” As a marginal obser-
vation to these two diaries’ notes, it
should be added that Dr. Singer was
a Czech Jew, who after finding him-
self in the ¥.6dZ Ghetto, became an in-
seperable companion of Rumkowski —
whom the Jews popularly called “pre-
zes” (chairman), and who from the
very beginning of his presence in the
Ghetto was writing a diary “The
Chronicle of the the Ghetto” from day
to day. This chronicle diary has been
saved and became a great source of
information on the X6dz Ghetto. The
quoted citations, authenticity of which
can not be questioned, draw the comclu-
sion that Rumkowski was anxious in
having the stamps printed speedily.
Having obtained the Gestapo permis-
sion, he wanted 'to exploit it to the
utmost immediately, to confront the
civilian administration of the Ghetto,
Biebow, with an accomplished fact.
The granting of permission to print
and use special stamps in the camp
lied within Biebow’s competence. But
from iother sources we know that at
that time he was on furlough in the
Reich.

The first stamps were handed Rum-
kowski on his birthday, March 9, 1944,
which was very solemmnly celebrated.
In the meantime Biebow unexpectedly
returnd to ¥.6dz and already on March
14 directed a letter to Rumkowski with
the following text: “Because I do noft
see any need for franking letters mith-
in the Ghetto, I am forbidding the
further printing of such, and I am
calling upon you to deliver all finished
quantities to the offiece of my adminis.
tration!” (—)Biebow.

After the liberation of ¥.6dz from
the German Occupation it turned out
that the stamps were not turned in by
Rumkowski to Biebow’s bureau of the
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civil administration at all. The whole
stock of the printed stamps was stored
not at Biebow’s office but in the ¥.6dz
Gestapo Building.

The first stamps (illustration on p.
5) were the design of Jézef Kowner
and printeld within the Ghetto. These
are the 5 pf. brick-red and 10 pf. light
olive, of muech rarer emerald. The
stamps measure 32 x 25 mm., litho-
graphed from stone in sheets of four
gtamps, imperforated, ungummed, print-
ed on wvarious scraps of waste paper
evidently from some German prospec-
tus, as we find on the reverse (seldom
on the obverse) places printed in gothic
letitens. Some of the 10 pf. values are
found on brownish paper. Waste paper
wias used — because it was the only
available, and because the whole Ghet-
to was suffering from lack of paper.
It suffices to say that when a patient
went to a doctor for an examination,
he had to furmish the paper to obtain
a prescription! On one of the 10 pf,
values from the above desceribed issue
was found a weak impression of the
Second issue, it could be therefore
assumed that the second printing was
done about the same time as the finst.

The second issue in denominations
of 5, 10 and 20 pf. was made in the
same print shop. Lithographed in sheets
of 20, on white either horizontally or
vertically ribbed paper, with only the
10 pf. value on gummed paper. Am in-
significant number of sheets was line-
perforated 11%. The stamps are from
the second design, mentioned by the
chronicler and feature the portrait of
Rumkowski, spools and scizzors as sym-
bols of labor, gears and chimmeys, as
symbols of industry. Thus far, these
stamps were considered as the only
stamps of the Ghetto. Quantities print.
ed are unknown. The 10 pf. value was
printed in a much smaller quantity
than the rest. Sheet proofs of those
stamps are known, with the 10 pf. va-
Iue in olive gray. The same stamps
were also printed in small sheets in
colors: blue, orange-yellow, brick-red,
and olive gray.

Significant is the fact that the print-
ing of the two fissues of stamps from
twio diffevent designs in which the

first is a rather primitive produet,
made of poor quality scrap paper,
while the second printing is done with
great care on good paper, of a quality
not obtainable in the Ghetto. Here we
can make only some conjectures. Per-
mission by the Jewish Community was
obtained from the Gestapo. When the
Gestapo granted the permit, its influ-
ential leaders intended to draw some
personal profit from it. On the other
hand, Rumkowski proposed the issu-
ance for the benefit of the community.
Evidently Rumkowski found a way
from this dilemna by deciding on two
issmes: first — for the use of the com-
munity, second — for the Gestapo.

The first printing he evidently com-
spired to smuggle in secretly, sell some
at the post office, and retain the bal-
ance to sell at a proper price later on.
He ordered the printing on the kind
of paper the print shop had at its dis-
posal.

The second issue was printed on pa-
per furnished by the Gestapo and the
full quantity must have been delivered
hurriedly back to the Gestapo, in order
nott to fiall into the hands of Biebow.

The reader might be wiondering why
the o called second issue is known
since 1945 whereas the first issue is
first established now. The explanation
is simple. The second issue was found
in the files of the Gestapo, which has
not received the stamps of the first
issue. The first issue was partially sold
at the post office, as mentioned before
— and perished together with their
buyers. Several copies accidentally
found vecently, have rested peacefully
in an entirely differemt ingtitution.
While analyzing and organizing the do-
cuments din that institution these
stamps also were found. Further proof
of authenticity of the first issue is the
fact that among the projects in the de-
sign conltest reproduced at one time in
the “Philatelic Review” (Przeglad Fi-
l‘agtelviwsrtyozn}‘r) published in ¥.6dz, this
design was also included. Despite the
fact that mneither the first mor the
second issue was in use for mail out-
side the Ghetto, it should be assumed
that A NEGLIGIBLE number of the

~ 210-6

Polonus Bulletin, April 1963



first issue was used for local correspon- DUES ARE PAYABLE NOW!
dence, which perished in the Ghetto li- Because you members supported our
quidation. An irreputable fact remains organization with the payment of dues,
that the stamps were fully an official the Polonus Philatelic Soeiety is in
issue, because the Elder of the Jews, eixstence today. We need this revenue
Rumkowski, directing as it were “a  to continue the publication of our Bul-
State within a State” was authorized letin, for hall remtal, supplies and the
to impose and collect additional dues other various expenses incurred by a
on all Ghetto territory; was authorized- Society like ours.
to mint coins (within the Gheitto) ve- Many of you have responded to our
oulated and signed currency bills, even last appeal for 1963 dues for which we
though these were printed outside the are grateful. But a few have neglected
Ghetto. e ea

g 3 To alleviate the work of our new
_Of o ;lwe;ss i g, G Treasurer, would you be so kind as to
L by Singer, that the». Gezf'man .a»urth»o- send in your $2.50 immediately? He is
rities consented to the issuing of post- ¢ compensated for his work but too
aige stamps. In this instance it is 0ot myust pay his dues. This cooperation on
important, whether it came from the vour part will save him much time amd
Gestapo or the civil administration. Of  work, Mail your $2.50 to Eugene .J.
no less interest is the insight on the Bogueki, Treasurer, 4622 N. Kelso Ave.
relations, prevailing between the dif- Chicago 30, Illinois.
ferent segmnts of the Hitler Regime,

as evidenced here by the little example NEW MEMBERS
of the Jewish stamps. Reginald L. Olivier
Stamps of the ¥.6dz Ghetto are umn- 5 Pleasant St
disputably a historical curiosity, with- Lewiston, Maine
out precedent in postal history. Marvin G. Taub, O.D.

200 E. Congress

Tueson, Arizona
K'LINE PAGES Dr. Julius Nesbit

FOR 2214 Huron Street
South Bend 19, Indiana

P o L A N D F. Trepanowski
Supplement No. 7, 1962 56 Williams St.

Now Ready at $2.00 e

v Frank Sosnowskie
pHES e pea 1136 Salem Awe.
Hillside, N.J.

OFFICIAL POLONUS FIRST DAY
PADEREWSKI COVERS
Beautiful 3-color embossed printed
on rag bond envelopes

4 cent Champion of Liberty

Write us for a special price on SO e s sl rimint s ot it w220

complete Poland pages Bloelc ol Tour ovsai oo o

(to Members of Polonus only) Plate Block (limited supply)... 1.00
Special Binder .......... 5.75 .50 8 cent Champion of Liberty

sk Clase SLN T ERSS U 3.50 .50 Single ..... il d s ML $ .30

K = L I N E Block of *Four Lol oo .65

Plate Block (limited supply).. 1.756
PUBL'SHING| INc- Send remittance with return postage to:

Geo. C. Kobylka Roman H. Strzelecki
1433 8. Cuyler Av., Berwyn, Ill 1439 N. Bell Ave. Chicago 22, III
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 10, 1963:

Business meeting. Auection of Bert
Powell collection of Poland, U.S. and
Foreign material.

May 24th, 1963:

Program Meeting. Joseph J. Janecka,
Jm., president of the First Czechoslovak
Club of America will speak on several
topics of philatelic and historical inte-
vest tio both Polish and Czech collectors.
One of these will be the introduetion
of Christianiity and the alphabet to the
Slavie peoples 1100 years ago by Sts.
Cyril and Methodius.

Mir. Janecka visited West Germany
and Prague last autumn and has many
interesting experiences to relate.

June 14th, 1963:

Business meeting. Amother -Auetion

of Bert Powell material.

CHICAGOLAND STAMP SHOWS

The 20th Annual Stamp Exhibition
of the First COzechoslovak Philatelic
Club of America will be held on May
4th and 5th, 1963 at the C.S.A. Build-
ing, Large Gymnasium Hall, 2138 So.
61st Ct., Cicero, Ill. The theme of the
show honors the 1100th anniversary of

BEAUTIFUL MULTI- COLORED
CACHETS COMMEMORATING
Space Launchings from the Cape
Canaveral area: postmarked date of
launch, PATRICK AIR FORCE
BASE, FLA. Original Cachets by
Carl A. Swanson. A minimum de-
posit of $5.00 will assure your re-
ceipt of the next 5 covers commemo-
rating only the most important of
launchings ($6.00 airmailed over-
seas); each cover contains descrip-
tive stuffer card giving even more
details of launching. Our subscribers
receive free THE SPACE CRAFT
“EXPLORER” monthly newssheet.
Subscription to the “EXPLORER”
is $3.00 a year (11 months.)

SPACE CRAFT COVERS

P.0. Box 2296, Huntington, W. Va.
A.P.S. 42134, Polonus 682A,

A.T.A. 8404, N.P.S. 19345
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POLONUS PHILATELIC SOCIETY
ROMAN STRZELECKI, Secrefary
1439 N. Bell Ave. Chicago 22, 11,
EUGENE J. BOGUCKI, Treasurer
4622 N. Kelso Ave. Chicago 30, IlI.
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
WALTER SZYMLEK, Chairman
2341 W. Moffat St. Chicago 47, 1L

+CHESTER A. SCHAFER, Editor
864 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago 22, lII.

It
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The Polonus Philatelic Society is non-politizal.
P Views expressed by the authors of articles ap-
pearing herein do not necessarily express the
views of the Polonus Philatelic Society.

— Annual Dues are $2.50 —

vwww
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Christianity and the alphabet as intro-
duced by Sts. Cywil and Methodius in
Mioravia. A 120 frame show wil include
exhibits of Czechoslovakia, Austria, Ja-
pan, United States and topicals.

E

On May 25th and 26th, LITHPEX XI
will be presented by the Lithuania Phi-
latelic Society at the Lithuwanian Youth
Cemiter, 5620 'S. Claremont Awve. in Chi-
cago. Polonus memberny attending this
exhibition are always sure to find ma-
terial relating to Poland.

* B *

COMPEX 1963 is scheduled for May
3lst, June Ist and 2nd at the Hotel
LaSalle in downtown Chicago. 1000
frames of Stamps will be shown, a 40
dealer table bourse, first day of the
le Jackson coil — are among some of
the attractions.

Give Your Old
Stamp Catalogues,

Albums, Magazines,
and Your Duplicates
to
STAMPS FOR THE
WOUNDED

Send Your Material To:
JOHN BOR
1810 N. Richmond St.
Chicago 47, Il
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